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BY SARAH IANNONE
It is a technological trans-
lation. 

A Dumbo couple have 
created a multi-media art 
exhibit out of a fl eeting se-
ries of their phone calls, 
text messages, and Skype 
conversations. The paint-
ings, videos, and music of 
“In-Communication/ In-

Transit,” opening April 7 at 
Bric House in Fort Greene, 
preserve moments that 
may have barely registered 
at the time, says one of the 
creators.

“Having a camera ready 
at all times allows us all 
to capture experiences as 
they pass before our eyes, 
even before being able to 

feel or process them,” said 
artist Laura Karetzky. “We 
are able to save the expe-
riencing part for when we 
go back and look at them 
later.”

Karetzky and musican 
Manuel Sosa began the 
project in 2004, when Kar-
etzky was on a residency 

BY LAUREN GILL
It is Gotham’s greatest reboot 
since “The Dark Knight.”

A dynamic duo has swooped 
in to save Brownstone Brook-
lynites suffering from  the loss of 
Park Slope’s Bergen Street Com-
ics last year , recently opening a 
new comics emporium in Cobble 
Hill where they aim to keep the 
defunct store’s legacy alive by 
recreating its strong local ties 
and laid-back atmosphere. 

“Their relationship with the 
community and the vibe of their 
store is what we’re hoping to 
emulate,” said Park Sloper Cabe 
Schreger, who started planning 
the shop with buddy Davey Kour-
tesis after Bergen Street’s owners 
closed their doors in September.

The Brooklyn natives and re-
cent college graduates opened 
Mama Says Comics Rock at 
Court and Degraw streets in mid-
March — only a few blocks from 
the old site of another beloved 
local comic shop,  Rocketship, 
which closed in 2010 . 

Like its inspiration, the store 
carries a mix of big-name Lycra-
clad heroes and obscure indie ti-
tles that will please fans across 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re calling it a bait-
and-switch.

Community Board 
members are demanding 
the city reject a Homecrest 
building owner’s applica-
tion to expand a medical 
building and take away 
parking. Owner Yossi 
Fischler wants a waiver 

from the city allowing 
him to replace a first-
f loor parking garage 
with a medical office in 
an eight-story mixed-
use building on Quentin 
Road and E. Ninth Street. 
Fischler’s attorney con-
ducted a study proving 
the existing parking is 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 6Continued on page 9

Kathy Griffi n 
unloads on 
Brooklyn

BY DENNIS LYNCH
She’s coming for Brooklyn!

No holds-barred come-
dian Kathy Griffin will bring 
her unadulterated act to the 
Brooklyn Center for the Per-
forming Arts on April 10 — 
and the borough’s hipster pre-
tensions will definitely be a 
target. 

“You’re very high and mighty, 
trying to shame Manhattan for 
being a cooler place to live — 
we will defi nitely talk about the 
Brooklynite attitude,” promised 
Griffi n.

The self-proclaimed “good and 
bitter 55-year-old” is known for 
skewering celebrities and vacu-
ous pop culture in her Grammy-
winning stand-up albums and on 
her Emmy-winning series “My 
Life on the D-list.” Griffi n’s last 
tour sold out Carnegie Hall in 
November, but she promised an 

Continued on page 6

AGAINST THE WALLPA-
PER: Artist Laura Karetzky 
creates oil paintings based 
on screenshots from her 
phone.

SHARP-TONGUED: Comedian Kathy Griffi n will bring her biting comedy to the Brooklyn Center for Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College on April 10.  Kathy Griffi n

A parking sore spot The art of the cell-screen

New comic 
shop opens 

on Court
SHARP TONGUED

Ph
ot

o 
by

 J
as

on
 S

pe
ak

m
an



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

AP
RI

L 3
, 2

01
6

2

W E D N E S D A Y
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INTERESTED IN EXHIBITING?

ADMISSION

For Sponsorship and Booth Opportunities 
contact Townsquare Expos: ph: (203) 900-5000
email: exhibits@townsquaremedia.com

FREE with Pre-Registration.
To sign up visit TradeBKLYN.com!

THE BROOKLYN

TradeBKLYN.com 

� Interact with over 200 Exhibitors on the 

 Trade Show Floor
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BY MAX JAEGER
They’re already warming 
up.

Offi cials haven’t an-
nounced this summer’s in-
augural concert lineup at 
the still-under-construction 
Coney Island amphitheater, 
but bands are busy selling 
tickets anyhow. A search of 
ticket-sellers — including 
Ticketmaster, which owns 
the seaside amphitheater’s 
operating company Live Na-
tion — reveals that at least 
six acts have signed on to 
perform.

Perhaps the biggest group 

slated is classic rock pioneer 
Boston. We’ve got more than 
a feeling they’ll will blow in 
from Beantown on Aug. 10, 
according to the band’s web-
site.

Here’s the fullest lineup 
we could string together:

Staten Island comedians 
Impractical Jokers,  who are 
no strangers to Coney Island , 
will yuk it up on July 1, ac-
cording to a Ticketmaster 
listing.

Nebraskan funk–rock-
ers 311 (not named for the 
popular city complaint line) 
will take the stage on July 

16 alongside Jewish reggae 
icon Matisyahu, who  lived 
in Crown Heights for years  
before defecting to the West 
Coast, a search of Ticketmas-
ter’s website shows.

White-boy stoner reggae 
act Slightly Stoopid plays 
July 23, according to artist-
tracker SongKick.com

Alt-metal rockers 
Deftones will set ears ring-
ing on Aug. 5, according to 
Ticketmaster.

And similar-veined 
Shinedown is set to play two 
days later on Aug. 7, Song-
Kick reports.

Celtic punks Flogging 
Molly are having a seisún on 
Aug. 26, according to ticket 
purveyor VividSeats.com

Amphitheater manage-
ment did not return a request 

for comment, but the full con-
cert schedule is due out mid-
April, a representative said.

Tickets for the shows 
range from about $35 to up-
wards of $70. None of the acts 

appear to be part of the free, 
Seaside Summer Concerts 
Series that the borough pres-
ident’s offi ce puts on — orga-
nizers have not released the 
series’s schedule.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Talk about a face lift!

Coney Island mainstay Peggy 
O’Neill’s will reopen in May as a 
beer garden called Steeplechase 
Beer Garden that will feature 
memorabilia from the now-gone 
amusement mecca — including 
the creepy “funny face” that park 
owner George C. Tilyou cooked 
up and which is still a Coney icon. 
And that won’t be the only local fl a-
vor — they’ll be brewing beer made 
with hops grown right in the beer 
garden, the owner said.

“We’ll have multiple varieties 
of hops — 36 plants in all — grow-
ing on trellises outside, and come 
October each year, we’ll harvest 
them, make some beer out of them, 
and serve it at the bar,” said James 
Quigley,  who is no stranger to beer-
making . “I grew some on my roof 
last year and made beer, and it was 
great.”

Until then, Quigley will serve 
a dozen other, mostly-local brews, 
including suds from Coney Island 
Brewery — which has a brewery 
right next door — and Brooklyn 
Brewery.

Steeplechase Beer Garden will 
pay homage to its namesake park 
and Coney Island’s amusement 
mastermind Tilyou. Photos of 
iconic rides and attractions at Stee-
plechase Park, which once stood 
where Peggy O’Neill’s and MCU 
Park are now, will adorn the inte-
rior alongside People’s Playground-
themed artwork.

Quigley is working with artists 
to tweak Tilyou’s unmistakable 
“funny face” logo for the bar, and he 
plans to sell Steeplechase-themed 
memorabilia including T-shirts, 
beer coozies, and beer glasses, he 
said.

The entrepreneur and pour-
man is drawing inspiration from 
the People’s Playground’s biggest 
business man, he said.

“We’re focused on channeling 
the life of George C. Tilyou,” Quig-
ley said. “He was the greatest en-

trepreneur of Coney Island, and he 
was all about the experience — the 
Coney Island experience,” accord-
ing to Quigley, who said he will 
channel that experience with live 
entertainment, an arcade, and out-
door bar games such as bar game 
cornhole.

The beer will not be the only 
local fare either — Quigley will 
source local ingredients for a new, 
signifi cantly upgraded menu, he 
said. New grub will include bacon-
lettuce-and-tomato sandwiches 

with lobster, house-made bacon on 
a stick, hot dogs, and bratwurst, he 
said.

The news was  fi rst reported by 
the Coney Island Blog .

Quigley said he has wanted to 
open a beer garden since he vis-
ited some during a trip to Ger-
many shortly after opening Peggy 
O’Neill’s in 2002. But now that Co-
ney is experiencing a renaissance 
—  major landmarks are under ren-
ovation , the city is  expanding the 
amusement district , and local pols 

have been  holding more festivals 
there  — Quigley is anticipating 
more tourists with a more discern-
ing palette, he said.

“As Coney Island is getting a 
new face, it’s time for our business 
as well,” he said. “Customer tastes 
have changed and bottles of Bud-
weiser and Coors Light doesn’t cut 
it anymore.”

The new bar will open on May 
6, and April 30 is the last day to 
say goodbye to dear old Peggy 
O’Neill’s.

Pub owners are turning Coney Island’s Peggy O’Neill’s into a beer garden

OUT WITH THE O’NEILL’S, IN THE 
WITH THE NEW: (Left) Peggy O’Neill’s 
owner James Quigley is completely re-
placing the Surf Avenue bar with Stee-
plechase Beer Garden — a beer garden 
themed after the historic Coney Island 
theme park that once stood where the 
bar now stands. (Above) Steeplechase 
Park founder George C. Tilyou’s iconic 
“funny face” logo will grace the new bar 
in homage to the amusement pioneer.

BAR IS GETTING HAMMERED!

SOUNDING OFF!
Here are bands playing at Coney’s new amphitheater 
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READY TO ROCK:  (Left) Jewish reggae artist Matisyahu and (Right)classic rockers Boston will be some 
of the fi rst acts to grace Coney Island’s new amphitheater this summer.
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
He can really hack it!

Mill Basin fencing 
prodigy Ethan Kushnerik 
took home gold from the 
North American Cup in 
Salt Lake City on March 
14, bringing him one step 
closer to his goal of repre-
senting the United States 
in the Olympics. The 
12-year-old — who trains 
at Coney Island’s New 
York Fencing Academy 
— is the country’s third-
best fencer for his age 
group  — and first on the 
East Coast, his dad said. 
But that is not what the 
swordsman loves most 
about the sport — it is 
globe trotting and mak-
ing new friends, Kush-
nerik said. 

“I like my friends at 
fencing, and making 
friends all around the 
country,” he said. “I see 
new places, and I travel so 
much.”

Kushnerik has had a 
knack for fencing since he 
fi rst took a stab at it at 9 
years old. His older broth-
ers got him to try football 
and horseback riding, but 
he stuck with fencing, be-
cause he discovered it him-
self, he said.

“I started fencing by 
myself so that’s why I 
really liked it,” he said. 

“If they didn’t like the 
sports, they just stopped 
doing it, but I did fencing 
by myself. I feel happy 
that I do it, and it’s fun, 
and it makes me feel 
good.”

The sport is carved into 
three disciplines based on 
the weapon used — foil, 
epee, and saber — and 
what parts of the body a 
contestant may target. 
Kushnerik fi ghts epee, be-
cause the whole body is 
in play, which makes the 

game even more exciting, 
he said.

“I only fence epee,” he 
said. “I like epee the best 
because you can hit any-
where, and it’s the weapon 
that I pretty much started 
with.”

Kushnerik’s father, 
Vadim, accompanies his 
son to every tournament 
and is always proud of 
him, whether for practic-
ing daily after school or 
for winning national com-
petitions, he said. 

“He works hard — I re-
ally respect him for practic-
ing so hard,” Vadim said. 

Next the swordsman 
will compete against fenc-
ers from the world over at a 
national championship in 
Dallas this July.

Kushnerik has a few 
years to sharpen his skills 
further — fencers don’t 
typically get a shot at the 
Olympics until they are 
pushing 20 years old, his 
dad said. 

“I hope for him that 
he continues practic-
ing and continues to 
get better and go to na-
tional and international 
competitions,” he said 
“And I hope one day that 
he will qualify for the 
Olympics. If he contin-
ues with this rank, I be-
lieve he will.”

Mill Basin boy wins nat’l fencing championship

HE’S AN EPEE EXPERT: Ethan Kushnerik spars with a fellow fencer at the academy.  
 Photo by Angel Zayas

He’s on point!

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

A SHARP KID!: Mill Basin’s 
Ethan Kushnerik, 12, is a nation-
ally ranked fencer. He practices 
daily at the New York Fencing 
Academy in Coney Island. 
 Photo by Angel Zayas
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
They’ve got a prescription 
for success!

Brooklyn biotech firm 
Suneris and its prodigy 
founder are moving into 
a huge space at Industry 
City in Sunset Park later 
this year so the company 
can adapt a  revolution-
ary blood-clotting gel 
that had veterinarians 
gushing last year  for use 
in humans. Researchers’ 
Park Slope digs were just 
too small to keep up with 
demand for the liquid 
tourniquet, so the com-
pany had to move to a cut-
ting-edge facility where 
it could really up its pro-
duction flow, the 23-year-
old founder said.

“This new building 
will let us build the capac-
ity to supply the animal 
health market — the need 
was too great for what we 
could produce, we would 

have been constantly sold 
out,” said Joe Landolina 
of Brooklyn Heights, who 
developed the gel right 
here in Brooklyn as a mas-
ters student at New York 
University Polytechni-
cal School of Engineering 
Downtown. 

Suneris inked a lease 
for a chunk of Industry 
City slightly bigger than 
two professional basket-
ball courts and is planning 
to more than double that 
space in the future. At the 
end of the day, Landolina is 
looking at a space 10 times 
the size of Suneris’ current 
offi ce in Park Slope. The 
fi rm currently employs 30 
people but the new space 
can accommodate up to 150 
employees, and Landolina 
plans on bringing in some 
fresh blood, he said.

Suneris’s meteoric 
rise was like a rush of 
blood to the head, Lando-

lina said.
“It’s an odd feeling to 

see it go from just a few 
of us working in a library 
into something that’s more 
like the pharma standard 
— nice facilities to put out 
the best-quality product,” 
he said.

Landolina’s prod-
uct, called Vetigel, can 
stop traumatic bleed-
ing in pets in under 12 
seconds. It is currently 
only approved for use on 
animals, but Landolina 
aims to bring it into the 
human sphere. Facili-
ties for people-grade Ve-
tigel should be built out 
by the end of this year, 
and Landolina hopes to 
have a product approved 
by the Federal Drug Ad-
ministration within two 
years, he said.

Next, the medical whiz 
kid will secure a new in-
jection of cash for the 

company and will look to 
hire more biomedical tal-
ent to f lesh out the team, 
which has Landolina 
more in the company of 

architects and lawyers 
rather than test tubes 
and syringes lately, but 
he’s enjoying the entre-
preneurial side of things 

as well, he said.
“I’m enjoying building 

the team, it’s a lot more fun 
that I thought it would be,” 
he said.

NEW HEIGHTS: Brooklyn Heights resident Joe Landolina is moving his biotech fi rm Suneris into a 
space at Industry City 10 times the size of his former Park Slope operation. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

The cutting-edge

39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

Whiz kid moving biotech fi rm to Industry City
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BY BILL ROUNDY
They are Poe little boys.

A creepy new musical 
inspired by the life and 
writing of Edgar Allan Poe 
will offer an unusual dou-
ble-take on the spooky au-
thor. “Edgar Allan,” which 
starts a three-night run at 
Cloud City in Williams-
burg on April 8, presents 
the 19th-Century writer as 
a 10-year-old boy at board-
ing school who must con-
front an eerily-similar 
rival boy — also named Ed-
gar Allan.

One of the show’s two cre-
ators says that using two Al-
lans solved a problem they 
had while writing the show. 

“We both wanted to play 
Edgar Allan Poe,” said Ka-
tie Hartman. “We didn’t 
know how that was going 
to work.”

Hartman and her part-
ner Nick Ryan make up 
the  Coldharts , a Crown 
Heights theater company 
that has created a series of 
Gothic-inspired musicals. 
For the company’s new 
project, they wanted to deal 
with issues of addiction 
and obsession, and to work 
with Poe, considered the 
father of American Gothic 
literature. But when the 
pair began researching 
the author of “The Raven” 

and “The Masque of Red 
Death,” they discovered 
an unexpected side to his 
character. 

“We knew what was in the 
zeitgeist — that he’s a melan-
choly fi gure who is obsessed 
with dying women,” said 
Hartman. “We wanted to 

explore a different aspect of 
Edgar Allan Poe that people 
might not know. He was vig-
orous. He wasn’t eccentric as 
much as he was competitive. 
He was very athletic.”

In “Edgar Allan,” 
Hartman brings out the 
competitive aspect of the 

writer, who is “intent on 
dominating the class and 
being the most remark-
able boy at the school.” 

The story is loosely in-
spired by Poe’s little-known 
short story “William Wil-
son,” said Hartman, but 
it also draws on elements 
of the writer’s life, and on 
some of his better-known 
horror stories.

“It’s by Edgar Allan Poe, 
and it’s about Edgar Allan 
Poe,” she said. “There are 
defi nitely funny parts, but 
I would be hard-pressed to 
call it a comedy. I call it a 
dark play with music.”

Hartman also drew 
on Poe’s stories for lyrics 
to some of the songs, for 
which she sings while ac-
companying herself on the 
ukulele. Ryan, who plays 
the Allan rival, also plays 
the coronet. 

The show, which is 
slightly less than an hour 
long, will be presented along 
with the play “Petunia and 
Chicken,” a prairie love 
story inspired by the work 
of writer Willa Cather. 

“Edgar Allan” and 
“Petunia and Chicken” at 
Cloud City (85 N. First St. 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, www.cloudcity.nyc). 
April 8–10 at 7 pm. $20. 

Dark musical doubles down on writer’s childhood

QUEEN OF KINGS: Comic Kathy Griffi n promises an “unforget-
table, unforgiveable night of laughter” at the Brooklyn Center 
for Performing Arts at Brooklyn College on April 10. 
 Associated Press / Chris Pizzello

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

EDGAR ALLAN FOE

entirely new act for her 
Brooklyn show.

“I have to come back 
because I have even more 
brand new material,” she 
said. “It doesn’t matter if 
you saw me in November 
a year ago or fi ve years 
ago, I’m always hang-
ing up my material and I 
cannot keep up with the 
crazy things happening 
in the world — it’s a great 
time to be in comedy.”

During a rapid-fi re 
conversation, this re-
porter attracted Grif-
fi n’s withering wit sev-
eral times. Her threats 
to hang up seemed most 
real when she extracted a 
confession that her inter-
viewer prefers organized 
athletics to the Lifetime 
network. Griffi n, who 
believes that no human 
should ever waste time on 
professional sports, was 
not amused.

“I’ll f------ hang up on 
you right now, Dennis,” 
she threatened.

Enticed to stay on the 
line, Griffi n shared a few 
details about her upcom-
ing show, promising a bevy 
of personal stories about 
her run-ins with Republi-
can frontrunner Donald 
Trump, the best friend of 

drug kingpins Sean Penn, 
and recent Oscar-winner 
Leonardo DiCaprio.

The subjects may 
be well known, but her 
material is unique, she 
said.

“I’m not just making 
fun of [Donald Trump’s] or-
ange face and crazy hair — 
I’ve had one-of-a-kind run-
ins with him,” she said. 
“This is stuff you can’t get 
from anyone else.”

Everything Grif-
fi n does is “grist for the 
mill” she said, so any-
thing that happens to 
her on the road could 
end up in the act on Sun-
day night. She will per-
form in Queens the night 
before her show in Kings 
County, so she may play 
up the borough rivalry 
for the crowd at the 
Brooklyn Center. Either 
way, she promises to “let 
the fur fl y.”

“Six o’ clock is a bit 
early for all the inappro-
priate things I’m going to 
say,” she said. “But you 
know what — I’m going to 
do it anyways.”

Kathy Griffi n at the 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts [2900 
Campus Rd. between Hil-
lel Place and Avenue H 
in Midwood, www.brook-
lyncenter.org, (718) 951–
4500]. April 10 at 6 pm. 
$45–$75.

GRIFFIN
Continued from page 1

POE RAY MI: In a new musical “Edgar Allan” opening on April 8 in 
Williamsburg, the title character confronts a rival with the same 
name.  Dan Norman

upstate. The pair com-
municated regularly, and 
Karetzky began capturing 
random moments of their 
technological communica-
tion. 

“We share our work 
ideas constantly. Often via 

text, sound clips, or pho-
tos as we are each working 
in our own spaces, so this 
kind of a  collaboration is 
natural and perhaps even 
inevitable,” she said.

Karetzky turned her 
screen-shots and photos into 
elaborate oil-on-wood paint-
ings. A friend described 
the project as “translating 
21st-Century experience 

through 15th-Century tech-
nology,” she said.

She and Sosa also cre-
ated a soundtrack for the 
show of voices singing and 
speaking, along with some 
instrumental sections. The 
music pieces are based on 
words that the pair often 
used during their conver-
sations, including “here,” 
“blue,” “opening,” and 

“there.” Each video also has 
its own music, so the sounds 
will change as visitors walk 
around the space. 

“In-Communication/ In-
Translation” at Bric House 
[647 Fulton St. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
855–7882, www.bricartsme-
dia.org) Opening reception 
on April 7 at 9 pm. On dis-
play through May 7. 

ART
Continued from page 1
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++ALL applicants will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms.

STK# 296805

2008 CHEVROLET COBALT

LS 2DR COUPE 48,040 MILES
STK# 994992

2014 MERCEDES BENZ 

E-CLASS AWD E350 LUXURY 4MATIC 4DR SEDAN 28,405 MILES
STK# 461716

2010 BMW 535i X-Drive

4DR SEDAN 96,916 MILES

STK# 698766

2007 TOYOTA AVALON   

LIMITED 4DR SEDAN 93,639 MILES
STK# 772420

2004 JEEP WRANGLER

SPORT 2DR 4WD 77,806 MILES

2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

TOURING 4DR WAGON 77,609 MILES
STK# 015064

2013 TOYOTA TUNDRA

DOUBLE CAB 5.7L 4DR 4X4  32,222 MILES

STK# 645910

2005 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EDITION 4DR 4WD SUV 83,259 MILES
STK# D70718

2012 FORD F-150

4X2 XL 2DR REGULAR CAB STYLESIDE 8FT LB 114,144 MILES
STK# 654895

2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE  LAREDO

4DR 4WD SUV  114,947 MILES

$5,999 $34,999 $13,900

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY
WWW.CONEYANDVAUTOSALES.COM

 $11,200 $14,400

Payments as Low as $149.99 a Month++

$29,499

$10,499  $11,499 $5,499

STK# 422915

$11,9992012 NISSAN ALTIMA

2.5S 4DR SEDAN 64,374 MILES

STK# 288478

$14,9992012 VOLKSWAGEN GTI

PZEV 2DR HATCHBACK 6M 37,628 MILES

STK# 631081

$6,499
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M.A.S. Swing will perform music from the Great American 
Songbook which includes songs by Frank Sinatra, Tommy 

Dorsey, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

Sunday, April 17, 2016 • 2PM - 5PM

Tamaqua Bar and MarinaTamaqua Bar and Marina
84 Ebony Ct. (located at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)

Gerritsen Beach, Brooklyn, NY 11229
Tickets $21.00 per person will include coffee and cake

Handicap accessible • Large dance fl oor • Cash Bar 
Parking on the premise • Casual dress

Please call for reservations: Marie Stack 917-841-1617
www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.M.A.S.
SwingSwing

HAS YOUR ROOF RECOVERED FROM WINTER?

Licensed – Brooklyn – Insured

Top Quality Workmanship
References Available

Affordable – Professional & Courteous
718-833-3508

513 72nd Street, Brooklyn
GUTTER

CLEANING
COMPLETE

FLASH & PAINT
ANY COMPLETE
ROOFING JOB

$100
Any Size House

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$850
Max 1200 sq. ft.

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$250 Off
of 1200 sq. ft.

or more
With Coupon Only.

Expires 6/30/16

The Trusted Name In Roofi ng

SINCE 1979

SUPERSUPER
ROOFERROOFER

Spring is Spring is 
almost almost 

herehere

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s the vinyl countdown. 

 Beloved Bedford-
Stuyvesant basement mu-
sic emporium  Israel’s Re-
cord Shop will soon close 
its doors after two decades 
of slinging one of Brook-
lyn’s most eclectic wax se-
lections, and the epony-
mous owner says the bad 
news has his long-time 
customers in a funk. 

“They’re disappointed, 
angry — but more so dis-
appointed,” said Israel Ben 
Yahuda, who will close 
sometime in the next few 
weeks.

Yahuda said he found 
out about seven months ago 
that the owner of the sub-
terranean Fulton Street 
haunt — and the building 
above it — plans to sell, and 

now the new owner doesn’t 
want to keep him on.

The Fulton Street store 
is famed among turnta-
ble enthusiasts as a trea-
sure trove of disco, soul, 
and jazz cuts, with an es-
timated 12,000 to 15,000 re-
cords fi lling crates across 
its black and white check-
ered fl oor that fans say is 
one-of-a-kind and will be 
sorely missed.  

“It’s defi nitely a loss,” 
said local resident Ma-
lik Abdul-Rahmaan, who 
works at a record store in 
Manhattan. “His space is 
just a very unique space. 
It wasn’t just about the re-
cords. There’s not many 
places like that left now.” 

Yahuda says some his 
favorite memories are of 
watching customers strike 

gold — along with seeing 
his kids grow up amongst 
the stacks.

“My best memories are 
seeing my children grow 
up in the store and see-
ing the joy it brings peo-
ple when they fi nd a piece 
they’ve been looking for 
for a long time or they’re 
really pleased with,” said 
Yahuda, who originally 
opened the store for some 
extra moolah while work-
ing as a cabinet maker in 
the ’90s.

A few devotees are help-
ing Yahuda fi nd another 
space to sell his discs, but 
he said Bedford-Stuyve-
sant’s skyrocketing rents 
mean it’s unlikely he’ll 
fi nd another spot in the 
nabe — he has been able to 
hold on this long thanks to 

his long-standing relation-
ship with his current land-
lord.

In the meantime, the 
spin doctor said he may 

hold a huge sale to send 
off his remaining albums, 
or will sell off the entire 
collection to other record 
shops.

Israel’s Record Store 
(1118 Fulton St. between 
Claver Place and Franklin 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant).

Beloved Bed-Stuy record store selling its 
last album after 20 years in business

VINYL FANTASIES: Israel Ben Yahuda in his subterranean store. Photo by Jason Speakman

WAXED OFF
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under-used. But the ga-
rage was designed to pur-
posely deter people from 
parking there — so the 
study is a sham, board 
members claim.

“It’s hidden for a rea-
son — they’re trying to 
do away with the park-
ing,” said member Ira 
Teper. “They are trying 
to lessen the parking 
to grab the extra f loor 
for medical usage. It’s a 
money grab. That’s all it 
is.”

The garage door is al-
ways closed, and it looks 
more like a commercial 
storefront than a garage 
entrance, Teper said. 
There are no signs adver-
tising parking, photos 
show.

But the design wasn’t 
meant to confuse people, 
according to Fischler’s 
attorney.

“It was built as of right 
in its current configura-
tion,” said zoning lawyer 
Eric Palatnik.

The building has 98 
parking spaces — and the 
city would require a total 
114 if Fischler expanded 

office space — but the de-
veloper wants a pass to 
offer only 71 spots, Palat-
nik said.

Parking is already too 
tough to find in the car-
loving neighborhood, 
another board member 
said.

“It’s very congested,” 
said member Maurice 
Kolodin, who called the 
developer’s plan a “bait-
and-switch.” “If this 
area were a chest cold, it 
would need a lot of Muci-
nex.”

Board members voted 
32–3 on March 22 to not 
support the proposal.

the spectrum, Schreger 
says. 

In addition to comics 
and graphic novels from 
well-known publishing 
juggernauts such as Mar-
vel and DC, they plan to 
showcase a different in-
dependent artist each 
month, and will also be 
the exclusive purveyor 
of Gowanus publisher So 
What? Press — which  put 
out a comic about an evil 
monster lurking in the 
murky depths of the Gow-
anus Canal .

The pair also plan 
to host signings, work-
shops, and drawing 
classes.

It isn’t just Bergen 
Street refugees patron-
izing the boutique — 
Schreger says many of 
the area’s young families 
come in looking for a way 
to get their kids excited 
about reading. Adult 
newbies have also made 
their way in, and he says 

it is a thrill introducing 
them to their first comic 
books. 

“It’s really exciting for 
us to watch people get into 
comics at the get-go,” said 
Schreger, who started out 
as a “Batman” fan before 
delving into more obscure 
comics.

And though it may never 
bring in Bruce Wayne-level 
bucks, the smiling custom-
ers more than make up for 

it, he said 
“We wouldn’t necessar-

ily be in print marketing 
if we were hungry for the 
millions,” said Schreger. 
“We’re doing it because we 
love the community and 
we think a lot of people in-
volved around comics are 
really great.” 

Mama Says Comics 
Rock [306 Court St. at De-
graw Street in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 797–3464)].

Continued from page 1 

COMICS

Continued from page 1 

PARKING

A NEW NEIGHBOR: Co-owners Cade Schreger and Davey Kourtesis 
have opened Mama Says Comic Books Rock.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

When you’ve got 90 years of experi-
ence, you know how to throw awesome 
parties.

Their grandparents may have started 
Sirico’s Catering, but two cousins, Her-
cules and Jim Sirico, are the ones that 
keep these parties going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to be 
done? Your life just got easier because 
everything you need is coordinated by 
Sirico’s in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get married here? 
Say the word, and the planner will say, 
“I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be good. 
With customized menus for every taste 
and budget, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate room for 
the cocktail hour, then make their way 
to another for dinner and dancing. Of 
course, there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, hip, 
gets the party started, and keeps it mov-
ing all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will be 
treasured for a lifetime, so Sirico’s works 
with proven photographers and videog-
raphers who make sure special moments 
are captured. The beautiful gardens and 
active fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the mood 
and atmosphere, so color-coordinate 
your event with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding colors. 
Or, reach for the stars with specialized 
effects that include an image of a bright 

blue sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because Sirico’s 
party planner has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts in the 
Entourage Room where the guest of 
honor can wait with friends before the 
introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the place 
where teens enjoy drinks that include 
virgin pina coladas, strawberry daiqui-
ris, and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun food, 
customize designed to taste. Among the 
offerings: taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, there’s an 
ice cream sundae bar, candy tables, and 
Sirico’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-house de-
signs and decorations, tailored to teens. 
Balloon center pieces are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls for 
unique needs, and Sirico’s accommo-
dates them all. 

Whether it’s an anniversary, retire-
ment, Communion, Confirmation, cor-
porate event, or other special occasion, 
Sirico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can ac-
commodate up to 100, 200, and 300 people. 
Valet parking and a parking lot make it 
convenient for all guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.be-

tween 80th and 81st streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 
Open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 
1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn   718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!
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L E T  OU R  FA M I LY  H E L P  YOU R  FA M I LY  
I N  YOU R  T I M E  OF  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

BY LAUREN GILL
Gowanus is feeling the Bern 
— and it isn’t from a Canal-
related rash!

Bernie Sanders’s presi-
dential campaign opened 
its new New York campaign 
offi ce in an Eighth Street 
warehouse on Saturday, 
throwing a big block party 
that attracted hundreds of 
fans who refuse to throw 
in the towel on the Kings 

County-born pol’s run for 
the oval offi ce. 

“It was very motivat-
ing,” said Rachel Brown-
McLoughlin, a Long Is-
lander who sported a 
“Bernie is Bae” shirt for 
the party outside Sanders’s 
new offi ce on Eighth Street 
and Third Avenue. “The 
whole point was we’re still 
in this.”

Kyp Malone from Brook-

lyn band TV on the Radio 
strummed his guitar while 
supporters signed up for 
volunteer shifts and donned 
Bernie garb and sang Ber-
nie-themed songs to pro-
claim their ballot for the 
Democratic hopeful, who 
grew up in Flatbush and 
owes his  famed running 
form  to his time  running 
track for James Madison 
High School in Madison . 

Sanders didn’t show up, 
as he was campaigning in 
Oregon instead, but some 
other area pols came out to 
stump for the socialist con-
tender.

“Bernie Sanders stands 
up for my people,” said 
Councilman Rafael Es-
pinal (D–Bushwick), the 
only Council member to 
publicly pledge a vote to 
Sanders. 

BERN NOTICE: (Above) Rachel Brown-McLoughlin and Steven 
Labreu have been volunteering for Bernie Sanders’s presidential 
campaign. (Center) Jennie Hurwita wrote a song for the block par-
ty. (Left) Michael Korn and Guguai helped out with the block party 
in Gowanus. Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

Bernie opens Brooklyn HQ 

July 19, 2015
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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L & M Tours

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruises
Want to go on a cruise? 
We can book you on voyages offered by all cruise lines.

Vacation Packages
We sell domestic and international air & land packages.

Group Discounts & Free Transfers
Travel Insurance    Gift Certificate

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises & Vacation Package

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 6
Come See The USA & Canada With Us

5% off

 Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
 Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

Buy 5 
Get 1 FREE 
on selected 
day trips


