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BY MADDIE ANTHONY
Talk about a stumbling 
block!

A Park Slope eatery ex-
pecting to nab the local 
community board’s sup-
port for sidewalk seating 
last Monday night instead 
faced a grilling over just 
about everything else on 
its pavement when neigh-

bors showed up to complain 
that it is often such a mine-
fi eld of waiting customers, 
strollers, and dogs, they 
have to cross the street just 
to get past.

“There are so many car-
riages blocking the street, 
I have to literally walk all 
the way around them,” 
claimed a resident, who re-

fused to give her name, dur-
ing Community Board 6’s 
permits and licenses com-
mittee meeting on March 
28.

A manager from Italian 
restaurant Hugo and Sons 
on Seventh Avenue at 11th 
Street came seeking the 
committee’s blessing for a 

BY LAUREN GILL
Tangerine, she is folly they 
claim.

Brownstone Brooklynites liv-
ing along the tangerine-colored 
F line will not support a push 
to reintroduce express service 
unless the cash-strapped Metro-
politan Transportation Author-
ity increases service along the 
route, say commuters who use 
stations the train would skip as 
it jets between Coney Island and 
Manhattan.

“I would be in favor of the ex-
press if there was an increase 
in trains,” said Erika Chiu, who 
lives in Carroll Gardens and 
uses Carroll Street station — 
which the express would pass by 
— to get to Manhattan. “If not, it 
would kind of suck.” 

A former transportation au-
thority bookkeeper says the pub-
licly-funded agency  doesn’t have 
the money to add more trains to 
the line , though, so F riders who 
don’t live along express stops 
will be left waiting as the orange 
bullet whizzes by. 

The F express used to quickly 
shuttle Brooklynites between Co-
ney Island and Manhattan, skip-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
You can’t fi ght catering 
hall.

Mill Basinites are de-
manding the city crack 
down on a raucous, late-
night catering hall on the 
corner of Avenue N and E. 
51st Street. Neighbors, all 
of whom wished to remain 
anonymous, say they have 

been lodging complaints 
against Caribe Catering 
Hall for nearly three years, 
but claim police are do-
ing little to curb the noise, 
double-parking, and litter 
that revelers leave behind. 
It’s so bad that another ho-
meowner said he and his 
neighbors are considering 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 6Continued on page 9

Concert pays tribute to barkeep
BY DENNIS LYNCH

The spirit of Sunny’s will live on.
A devoted crew of musicians, 

all regular performers at Sun-
ny’s Bar in Red Hook, will play a 
tribute show on April 14 in honor 
of the watering hole’s legendary 
namesake, Antonio “Sunny” Bal-
zano,  who passed away in March . 
The concert is a fi tting tribute to 
a man whose hospitality brought 
artists, musicians, and other cre-
ative types to a once forgotten 

neighborhood, said his widow.
“Sunny was probably the per-

son that changed Red Hook more 
than anyone,” said Tone Balzano-
Johansen. “I can’t tell you the 
countless people who come to me 
and say ‘I came to Red Hook be-
cause of the bar.’ It’s been a mag-
net for those kind of people.”

Balzano-Johansen will per-
form at the concert with the Luna 
Sisters, alongside Miss Ida Blue, 

Continued on page 6
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BLOOM IS OFF THE ROSE:
Hugo and Sons’ neighbors 
claim customers block the 
sidewalk.

SINGING HIS PRAISES: Sunny Balzano’s fl ame-keeper Tone Balzano-Johans-
en will perform with the Luna Sisters at the memorial concert and fund-raiser 
in honor of the beloved tavern owner. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Slopers fi ght sidewalk seatsLocals shush ‘noisy’ hall
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INTERESTED IN EXHIBITING?

ADMISSION

For Sponsorship and Booth Opportunities 
contact Townsquare Expos: ph: (203) 900-5000
email: exhibits@townsquaremedia.com

FREE with Pre-Registration.
To sign up visit TradeBKLYN.com!
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
The city must replace 
missing street signs in 
a Hurricane Sandy-rav-
aged section of Sheep-
shead Bay — even though 
it claims it is not respon-
sible for maintaining 
them — before someone 
dies, locals are demand-
ing.

The 2012 storm blew 
away the sign mark-
ing Lincoln Terrace 
— one of a handful of 
streets in a sub-neigh-
borhood of beach bun-
galows served by nar-
row, alleyway streets 
— and no one ever put 
up new ones. So ambu-
lances couldn’t fi nd an 
elderly Lincoln Terrace 
resident who called 911 
with chest pains and 
diffi culty breathing in 
February, and her fam-
ily blames the missing 
sign and the city for en-
dangering her life, her 
grandson said.

“There’s no sign and 
no indication that Lin-
coln Terrace exists,” 
said Donald Sutcliffe, 
whose grandmother 
Donata Halstead has 
lived on the byway for 
43 years. “They drove 

right past where she 
lives. So luckily I was 
standing outside to tell 
the dispatcher to back 
down the street. When 
someone is not breath-
ing, seconds — let alone 
minutes — make a huge 
difference.”

Halstead’s home is a 
stone’s throw from Nos-
trand Avenue — her 
front porch overlooks 
the arterial roadway. 
But the ambulance drove 
right past the woman’s 
house after dark on Feb. 
27, Sutcliffe said.

Ambulances are not 
equipped with global po-
sitioning systems, and it 
is up to drivers to know 
how to get to calls, offi -
cials said.

“Units are famil-
iar with their response 
area,” said Fire Depart-
ment spokeswoman Eli-
sheva Zakheim.

The ambulance ar-
rived in fi ve minutes, 
the average for an emer-
gency call, according 
to Fire Department re-
cords. 

Lincoln Terrace con-
nects Nostrand and Em-
mons avenues and is 
only wide enough for 

a bicycle. But a dozen 
homes have Lincoln Ter-
race addresses. And a 
handful of such streets 
exist in an area bounded 
by Shore Parkway, Em-
mons Avenue, E. 29th 
Street, and Batchelder 
Street that locals call 
“the Courts” because 
many of the streets have 
“court” in their names.

But the city is not 
responsible for replac-
ing street signs there, 
according to a Depart-
ment of Transportation 
spokeswoman. Instead, 
residents must pay for 
signs, paving, and main-
taining sewer lines, offi -
cials said.

Locals know they are 
responsible for sewers, 
which  turned the below-
street-level Courts into 
fetid fl ood zones during 
and since Hurricane 
Sandy . But many as-
sumed fi xing signs was 
the city’s job.

“That’s news to me,” 
said Jimmy Schneider, a 
Mesereau Court resident 
for four decades. “They 
put them up, they should 
be responsible.”

Halstead asked the 
local community board, 

311, and some area poli-
ticians for a new sign, 
but no one gave her a 
straight answer, she 
said.

“I’ve been asking for 
years,” she said.

Homeowners in the 
area —  a ghost town 
more than three years 
after Hurricane Sandy  
— are too fractured to 
organize around public 
needs, Halstead said.

“Nobody knows any-
body,” she said.

Many homeown-
ers have washed their 
hands of the nabe and 
are trying to sell their 
homes, others are still 
waiting on help from the 
city’s sluggish disaster 
recovery program Build 
It Back, and still oth-
ers have abandoned the 
area entirely.

It’s time the city step 
in and take care of the 
vulnerable folks who re-
main, another resident 
said.

“We pay taxes, we get 
mail service, we get jury 
duty, why wouldn’t you 
put a sign there?” said 
longtime Lake Avenue 
homeowner Missy Hag-
gerty.

WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY IS IT?: Donata Halstead of Lincoln Terrace has been asking for a new street sign ever since it 
was blown away with Hurricane Sandy. In February, an ambulance drove past her house because her street sign was not 
there and the city claims it’s not its responsibility to fi x.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
These blackouts aren’t to be 
taken lightly.

Con Edison will invest a $9 
million jolt of funding to mini-
mize blackouts in response to 
a wave of outages that hit Gra-
vesend, Sheepshead Bay, and 
Manhattan Beach in recent 
months. Balloons and boughs 
are to blame for the frequent 
outages, a utility spokeswoman 
said.

“The recent outages in Gra-
vesend were caused by tree 
limbs and Mylar balloons on 
the overhead lines, and equip-
ment issues,” said Con Ed 
spokeswoman Joy Faber. “My-
lar balloons, which are made 
of metallic material, are is-
sues for overhead electric lines 
throughout the country. When 
the balloons are aloft and the 
metal material comes in con-
tact with critical overhead elec-
tric infrastructure, they can 
create short circuits, thus cre-
ating outages.”

But the metallic party favors 
are really foiling locals, one 
community activist said.

“Some had scary problems 
— one woman with multiple 
sclerosis has to refrigerate 
her medication, so losing elec-
tricity was dangerous,” West 
Street resident Priscilla Con-
solo said.

Consolo and her neighbors 
experienced roughly half a 
dozen blackouts since January 

— some lasting only a few min-
utes and others a few hours, she 
said.

Monk Parakeets, an inva-
sive bird species, nest on elec-
trical transformers, and the 
bird beds can ignite or overheat 
boxes,  blog Sheepshead Bites re-
ported .

But the area’s outdated elec-
trical infrastructure is also to 
blame, a local pol said. Area 
transformers serve a dispro-
portionately high number of 
homes, so when a outage oc-
curs, larger swaths of the 
neighborhood go black — some-
thing the utility must remedy, 
the elected said.

“If one line goes down for 
whatever reason, too many 
households are attached, so if 
they increase the number of 
lines in the area it will affect 
fewer households if one goes 
down,” said Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island). “It’s 
just not acceptable with the fre-
quency they were happening.”

The electric company re-
cently fi xed a faulty trans-
former and replaced some ca-
bles, and it will re-jigger the 
existing grid over the course of 
this year so fewer homes will 
lose power in future outages, 
Faber said.

Treyger suggested locals 
report outages, nests, bal-
loons, and conspicuous-look-
ing branches directly to Con 
Edison using its (800) 752–6633 
complaint line — or Treyger’s 
Coney Island offi ce at (718) 307–
7151 — instead of 311.

Pop, zap!

FOILED AGAIN!: Con Ed offi cials say 
that Mylar balloons like these cause 
power outages because the metallic 
party favors cause short-outs when 
they come into contact with power 
lines. Wikimedia Commons / Ardfern 

‘Sign’ of neglect
Residents call for city to replace missing street 
signs after ambulance can’t fi nd woman’s home

SHINING LIGHT ON IT: Gravesender 
Priscilla Consolo had to bundle up 
during recent winter power outages. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Mylar balloons are causing 
power outages, Con Ed sez
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2015.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
If you can’t beat ‘em

A red-sauce Benson-
hurst restaurant expanded 
into the borough’s so-
called epicenter of cool this 
weekend with a menu that 
eschews arcane antipasta, 
primi, and secundi in fa-
vor of the do-it-yourself 
ethos that so many work-
from-home types profess to 
adore by letting customers 
build their own pizza from 
a smattering of traditional 
and not-so-traditional (hot-
dog anyone?) toppings, an 
owner said.

“We changed the con-
cept up a bit with the as-
sembly line style, but it’s 
still the same great recipe 
— the pizza is legit,” said 
Carlo Alaimo, who owns 
20th Avenue’s Europa and 
opened Pie Smith on Grand 
Street in Williamsburg on 
April 1.

And the beard-brunch-
and-bicycle set is eating it 
up, he said.

“We ran out of food 

on Friday [opening day], 
which is a good sign, I 
think,” Alaimo said. “We 
sold out and put up a sign 
on the door said we’d be 
back around 7:30, and when 
we opened, we ran out 
again by 9.”

Alaimo, his brothers 
Marco and Alex, and a 
friend spent about a year 
hunting for a new location 
that was far enough from 
Europa’s home in the Ital-
ian enclave Bensonhurst.

They looked in Park 
Slope and Downtown — 

where real estate is hotter 
than a coal-fi red oven — 
but settled on the relatively 
low-key section of Grand 
Street between Williams-
burg’s sickeningly hip wa-
terfront and too-hot-to-han-
dle East Williamsburg.

The pizzaiolos will have 
some heated competition 
— gastro-media darling 
Roberta’s is a 15-minute 
stroll away and free-beer-
with-your-PBR bar Alliga-
tor Lounge is practically 
around the corner — but 
the pie smiths are confi dent 
their old-school recipe will 
top the other pizza slingers’ 
pies.

“We think the pizza is 
some of the best in New 
York, so we wanted to get 
it out there some more,” 
Alaimo said.

Pie Smith [679 Grand St. 
between Manhattan and 
Graham avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (929) 295–0472]. 
Sunday–Wednesday, 11 
am–10 pm; Thursday–Sat-
urday, 11 am–11 pm.

MASTER PIE SMITH: Pie Smith owner Carlo Alaimo cut his teeth working at the family’s Bensonhurst 
restaurant Europa. Pie Smith lets customers build their own pizzas assembly-line style. 
 Community News Group / Dennis Lynch

Now top that!
Bensonhurst Italian restaurant opens 

pizza shop in trendy Williamsburg

ORDER UP!: Arugula and sliced 
Parmigiana are just a couple of 
topping options. 
 CNG / Dennis Lynch
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BY LAUREN GILL
It is a fi li-bladder-buster!

An artist will re-enact 
former Texas state Sen. 
Wendy Davis’s  non-stop, 
11-hour, anti-abortion-bill-
blocking 2013 speech  at a 
Fort Greene performance 
space on April 13. But un-
like Davis, who wore a cath-
eter to avoid prohibited 
bathroom breaks during 
her marathon monologue, 
this brave performer plans 
to hold it in the old fash-
ioned way.

“I’m not going to drink 
that morning and stop 
drinking the night before 
as if you were to go into sur-
gery,” said Alicia Grullon, 
who lives in the Bronx but 
will give her performance 
at Bric House. “I’ll go in the 
morning before I start.” 

Grullon says she is stag-
ing the production to bring 
attention to Whole Woman’s 
Health v. Hellerstedt —  an 
ongoing US Supreme Court 

case  challenging parts of the 
same 2013 legislation that 
Davis’s stand ultimately 
failed to stop, resulting in 
restrictive conditions on 
Texas abortion clinics that 

have forced many to close. 
“I hope people get in-

spired to get more informed 
about the Supreme Court 
and will look at the case 
that will largely defi ne 
women’s access to abortion 
and health care,” she said.

Grullon will stand at 
a podium and read off the 
same letters and testimony 
Davis shared from women 
against the bill, while video 
excerpts of the actual sen-
ate hearing and audio of the 
senator’s voices play in the 
background. 

The Lone Star State 
has the toughest fi libuster 
rules in the country and 
Davis wasn’t allowed to sit 
down, drink water, go to 
the bathroom, lean on the 
podium, or stray off topic 
as she was attempting to 
block the legislation. 

Grullon will adhere to 
these same restrictions, but 
said she doesn’t think hold-
ing in her fl ow sans cath-

eter for 660 minutes will 
be the toughest hurdle — it 
will be standing up for the 
entire time, since she has 
bad knees and is normally a 
fi dgety person. 

Davis is an avid runner, 
and Grullon has been hik-
ing to prepare herself for 
the big day. But she said she 
is not rehearsing the actual 
material at all, mimicking 
the feisty Texas pol’s on-the-
fl y feat. 

She will also don the 
same salmon Mizono run-
ning shoes that became al-
most as famous as the fi li-
buster itself as thousands 
around the country fol-
lowed along online.

The artist says she has 
spoken with Davis about the 
performance — she didn’t 
get any endurance tips, but 
did receive her blessing.

“She really likes the idea 
that I’m doing this and that 
was great,” said Grullon.

This will not be Grul-

lon’s fi rst re-enactment — 
she  previously acted out  the 
death of an undocumented 
immigant who froze to death 
while working in the woods 
in Long Island in 2007. 

And it also won’t be her 

last — this is the fi rst of a 
series of fi libuster re-enact-
ments that will also feature 
 Sen. Bernie Sanders’s (I–
Vermont) eight-hour stand 
against tax cuts for the 
wealthy in 2010 . 

No time for her to waste!

IN HER SHOES: Artist Alicia 
Grullon will don the same 
salmon Mizono running shoes 
former Texas state Sen. Wendy 
Davis wore during her famous 
fi libuster. 
 Associated Press / Eric Gay

BUSTING THE STATUS QUO: Artist Alicia Grullon will re-enact 
Texas state Sen. Wendy Davis’s 11-hour fi libuster to block an anti-
abortion bill on April 13 at Bric House.  Photo by Jason Speakman 

Artist will recreate 11-hour fi libuster with no pee breaks
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Stillhouse Serenade, and 
other bands that regularly 
stomped the fl oor of Sun-
ny’s back room. 

The money raised on 
April 14 will go to pay for 
the beloved bar owner’s 
funeral expenses.

Food at the concert will 
be provided by local eater-
ies Hometown BBQ, the 
Good Fork, Red Hook Lob-
ster Pound, and Jalopy Tav-
ern, while Fort Defi ance and 
Six Point Brewery will serve 
up drinks. The outpouring 
of support from local busi-
nesses is no surprise, says 
the evening’s headlining act.

“Everyone who worked 
at those restaurants would 
come to Sunny’s after work, 
it became like a commu-
nity center,” said guitar-
ist Smokey Hormel, who 
has played Sunny’s every 
Wednesday for the last de-
cade with his band Smokey’s 
Roundup. “It’s just one of 
those places — it’s got a mag-
netism that pulls people in. 
The people at the Good Fork 
would invite us over there, 
or Hometown BBQ would 
bring ribs over, and Sunny 
engendered that. He just was 
not a judgmental person, he 
was just a loving guy.”

Sunny’s Bar on Conover 
Street, just a cobblestone’s 
throw from the East River, 
has been in Balzano’s fam-

ily since the 1800s. In the late 
1990s, Sunny’s uncle was run-
ning the space as John’s Res-
taurant and Bar, but Balzano 
convinced his uncle to keep 
the joint open late by show-
ing him a wad of cash he had 
collected at a “birthday party 
for no one” that attracted 
much of Red Hook’s growing 
artistic crowd. More bootleg 
events followed and the space 
soon morphed into Sunny’s 
Bar, said Balzano-Johansen.

“That’s sort of how we 
got permission to stretch 
the hours, and it just grew 
since then — if you are one 
of those people yourself you 
attract the same kind of 
people, because you enjoy 
it so much,” she said. “It’s 
so enjoyable to hear other 
friends play music and to 
see their work that what-
ever people did we just said 
‘Okay, yes do it, show us!’ ”

Sunny’s Bar is going to 
continue as usual, said Bal-
zano-Johansen, and those 
who attend the tribute con-
cert at Pioneer Works should 
expect to fi nd the same warm 
and inviting atmosphere.

“It’s a celebration of Sun-
ny’s life, which was a cele-
bration of being yourself, to 
not fi t the mold,” she said. 

“To A Life Well Lived: A 
Tribute To Sunny” at Pio-
neer Works [159 Pioneer St. 
between Conover and Im-
lay streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001, www.sunnysred-
hook.com]. April 14 at 6:30 
pm. $25–$250.

Continued from page 1 

SUNNY

BY LAUREN GILL
It is an all-singing, all-
dancing extravaganza! 

A 306-year-old fusion 
of opera and ballet will 
fi nally make its United 
States debut at Brooklyn 
Academy of Music. The 
singers and dancers of 
“Les Fetes Venitiennes,” 
opening on April 14, will 
serve up a feast for the 
ears and the eyes, says the 
show’s producer.  

“It’s visually stun-
ning,” said Joseph Melillo. 
“The audience is going to 
dazzled.” 

The revival of the 18th 
century French baroque 
piece by Andre Campra 
features fi ve vignettes or 
“entrees,” each of them set 
in Venice during Carnival. 
The show, fi rst performed 
in 1710, blends song and 
dance, and was composed 
to satisfy Parisian appe-
tites for both art forms dur-
ing a single session. Melillo 
says that the ornate three-
hour show, presented by 
French ensemble Les Arts 
Florissants, will be acces-
sible to both to devotees 

of ballet and opera and to 
newcomers.

“It’s very playful,” said 
Melillo. “There are all these 
colors and it’s always mov-
ing, it’s a lot of fun.”

Campra created it to 
be performed inside espe-
cially large rooms, such as 
the receiving halls inside 
the French court of Ver-
saille. Melillo said that that 

“Les Fetes Venitiennes” 
will be the largest show 
that the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music has put on within 
its space.

The spectacle will only 
run for three nights, but cos-
tume makers and light tech-
nicians have spent a great 
deal of time coordinating the 
elaborate show with its full 
cast of include singers, danc-
ers, and musicians. 

“It’s a logistical chal-
lenge, so the production de-
partment has been work-
ing on this for months,” 
said Melillo.  

He said he is excited to 
unleash “Les Fetes Veni-
tiennes” on Brooklyn for 
the fi rst time and watch 
the audience absorb the 
artistic triple threat. 

“They’ll love it,” he 
said.

“Les Fetes Veniti-
ennes” at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, 
www.bam.org, (718) 636–
4100)]. April 14 and 16 at 
7:30 pm. April 17 at 2:30 
pm. $35–$185.

YOU SPIN ME RIGHT ROUND: In the opera-ballet hybrid “Les 
Fetes Venitiennes,” elaborate costumes convey the decadent 
atmosphere of Venice in the early 18th Century.  Vincent Pontet

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

CENTER OF ATTENTION: Legendary barkeep Sunny Balzano greet-
ed fans at the reopening of Sunny’s Bar in August of 2013, after 
damage from Hurricane Sandy had kept the bar closed for almost 
a year. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Singing and spinning
French stage spectacle combines opera and ballet

permit for the seven tables 
and 14 seats it is already 
sporting unsanctioned on 
its 11th Street sidewalk. 

But the committee told 
her the eatery must fi rst 
resolve its irate neighbors’ 
allegations of asphalt ob-
stacles, which also in-
cluded large planters and 
a designated “stroller 
parking” lot marked out 
in chalk.

“It’s impossible to get 
by sometimes,” said an-
other man, who also re-
fused to identify himself.

The restaurant rep 
didn’t address the resi-
dents’ gripes, but said 
they should be grateful 
for the business, which 
spruced up the long-
shuttered space when it 
opened a year ago.

“I think we really 
brought something to 
the neighborhood, we up-
graded it,” said manager 
Rebecca Tory, who later 

said she could not explain 
how the eatery had been 
getting away with provid-
ing al fresco dining with-
out a permit for so long. 

But the panel members 
said that wasn’t enough to 
earn their endorsement. 
Beyond the residents’ 
claims that there is barely 
enough space on the strip 
for pedestrians — let alone 
tables — the restaurant 
also failed to bring any 
documents or diagrams 
along to bolster its bid. 

“Address these issues, 

make it more community 
friendly, come back,” said 
Community Board 6 chair-
man Sayar Lonial.

Ultimately, though, 
Hugo and Sons doesn’t 
actually need the volun-
tary board’s support to 
secure the permit — it is 
just something the city’s 
Department of Consumer 
Affairs may take into con-
sideration when granting 
certifi cations.

Hugo and Sons did not 
respond to subsequent re-
quests for comment.

SIDEWALK
Continued from page 1
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++ALL applicants will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms.

STK# 296805

2008 CHEVROLET COBALT

LS 2DR COUPE 48,040 MILES
STK# 994992

2013 HONDA CR-V EX-L AWD

NAVIGATION 25,832 MILES
STK# 461716

2010 BMW 535i X-Drive

4DR SEDAN 96,916 MILES

STK# 698766

2008 JEEP LIBERTY SPORT 4X4

NAVIGATION 59,689 MILES
STK# 772420

2004 JEEP WRANGLER

SPORT 2DR 4WD 77,806 MILES

2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

TOURING 4DR WAGON 77,609 MILES
STK# 015064

2010 SUBARU LEGACY

PREMIUM AWD 94,190 MILES

STK# 645910

2005 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EDITION 4DR 4WD SUV 83,259 MILES
STK# D70718

2010 CHEVROLET CAMARO SS

6 SPEED MANUAL 6,019 MILES
STK# 654895

2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE  LAREDO

4DR 4WD SUV  114,947 MILES

$5,999 $23699 $13,900

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY
WWW.CONEYANDVAUTOSALES.COM

$14900 $14,400

Payments as Low as $149.99 a Month++

$10,499

$10,499 $28,699 $5,499

STK# 422915

$11,9992012 NISSAN ALTIMA

2.5S 4DR SEDAN 64,374 MILES

STK# 288478

16 MILLESES16 MILLESES

$14,9992012 VOLKSWAGEN GTI

PZEV 2DR HATCHBACK 6M 37,628 MILES

STK# 631081

$6,499
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M.A.S. Swing will perform music from the Great American 
Songbook which includes songs by Frank Sinatra, Tommy 

Dorsey, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

Sunday, April 17, 2016 • 2PM - 5PM

Tamaqua Bar and MarinaTamaqua Bar and Marina
84 Ebony Ct. (located at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)

Gerritsen Beach, Brooklyn, NY 11229
Tickets $21.00 per person will include coffee and cake

Handicap accessible • Large dance fl oor • Cash Bar 
Parking on the premise • Casual dress

Please call for reservations: Marie Stack 917-841-1617
www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.M.A.S.
SwingSwing

HAS YOUR ROOF RECOVERED FROM WINTER?

Licensed – Brooklyn – Insured

Top Quality Workmanship
References Available

Affordable – Professional & Courteous
718-833-3508

513 72nd Street, Brooklyn
GUTTER

CLEANING
COMPLETE

FLASH & PAINT
ANY COMPLETE
ROOFING JOB

$100
Any Size House

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$850
Max 1200 sq. ft.

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$250 Off
of 1200 sq. ft.

or more
With Coupon Only.

Expires 6/30/16

The Trusted Name In Roofi ng

SINCE 1979

SUPERSUPER
ROOFERROOFER

Spring is Spring is 
almost almost 

herehere

BY LAUREN GILL
He votes nay!

A Brooklyn activist 
group’s idea of turning 
the city’s 59 community 
boards into elected bodies 
with real power would just 
result in expensive elec-
tions for panels that would 
use their clout to veto any 
changes to their neighbor-
hoods, says a former board 
member turned council-
man.

“You can’t give commu-
nity boards power because 
nothing would get done,” 
said former Community 
Board 18 member and cur-
rent Councilman Alan 
Maisel (D–Mill Basin), 
slamming recent demands 
from a coalition called the 
Brooklyn Anti-Gentrifi -
cation Network, which in-
cludes tenant groups and 
social justice organiza-

tions from Sunset Park, 
Flatbush, Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens, and 
Bushwick.

The outfi t’s mem-
bers  rallied outside Bor-
ough Hall last Wednes-
day  arguing the current 
boards — composed 
of volunteers who of-
fer advisory-only rec-
ommendations to city 
Council members and 
agencies on issues such 
as rezonings, liquor li-
censes, and changes to 
landmarked buildings 
— leave neighborhoods 
with no real way to fi ght 
unwanted development.

Their case in point 
is the recent passage of 
Mayor DeBlasio’s sweep-
ing changes to the city’s 
zoning rules, which are 
supposed to create more 
affordable housing in 

new buildings,  but crit-
ics say  will just encourage 
rampant development the 
city’s most vulnerable still 
can’t afford. 

Council overwhelm-
ingly passed his bills last 
month,  despite the vast 
majority of community 
boards rejecting them . 

“Because community 
boards lack this power, 
thousands of New York City 
residents now face a disas-
trous development plan, 
imposed on us against our 
will, that will bring even 
greater displacement to 
our communities,” the 
group said in a release.

The rabble-rousers are 
also demanding the city 
allow citizens to vote for 
each member of the 50-per-
son boards. 

Currently, borough 
presidents and Council 

members nominate locals 
for the slots — and the 
beeps ultimately appoint 
them — but the activists 
claim members are afraid 
to criticize development 
proposals in case that puts 

them on the wrong side 
of the pols backing their 
seat.

“There are good, well-
meaning people on the com-
munity board but they can’t 

Not in his backyard!

NOT ON BOARD: Councilman Alan 
Maisel was once a community 
board member — but he says they 
should remain advisory only. 
 File photo by Steve Schnibbe

POWER PUSH: Activists rallied in front of Borough Hall to demand 
elected  community boards that have the power to quash develop-
ment proposals. 

Councilman Alan Maisel: Elected, powerful community boards 
would be a disaster because ‘nothing would get done!’
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ping stops in brownstone 
Brooklyn except Bergen 
Street in Cobble Hill and 
Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope,  but the authority 
cut it more than 30 years 
ago to save money . 

Now the transporta-
tion authority is consid-
ering bringing back the 
rapid ride to and from 
the People’s Playground. 
It completed a study on 
reviving the service last 
year but is  refusing to 
release the paper until 
its president signs off 
on it . 

Supporters of the F 
express argue it will re-
lieve congestion during 
peak hours when trains — 

which run every four to six 
minutes — are so crowded 
that many straphangers 
can’t get on and are forced 
to wait for other trains to 
arrive. 

Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Cobble Hill) 
said he’s in favor of the 
F express as long as the 
transportation authority 
adds more trains along 
the line, but a rep refused 
to comment on whether 
he would offer his sup-
port to speedy service 
sans more trains, dis-
missing it as a hypotheti-
cal he did not want to get 
into. 

Another Carroll Gar-
dens resident who has 
worked to bring back the 
F express said the entire 
service’s success depends 
on adding more trains to 

the line.
“The key to it is you 

need to increase the 
level of service to make 
it work,” said rider and 
Community Board 6 
member Gary Reilly, who 
catches the subway at 
Carroll Street and once 
campaigned for the area’s 
Council seat advocating 
for the F express. “You 
have to make sure you 
maintain a level of ser-
vice and people are not 
going to see the service 
suffer.”

A rep for the transpor-
tation authority refused 
to comment on the F ex-
press route and if it would 
add more trains to the ser-
vice, but said it will have 
more information on the 
logistics of the service in 
the near future.

moving to the ’burbs for 
some peace and quiet.

“Our homes are some-
thing we invest in and pay a 
lot of money, and we just want 
some results from the pre-
cinct,” said another E. 51st 
Street resident. “It’s making 
people just want to pick up 
and move somewhere.”

Locals lodged 30 noise 
complaints against the hall 
between May 15, 2015 and 
March 27, 2016, city records 
show.

Police respond to the 
hall, but they do not have a 
lasting impact, locals say.

“They lower the music 
when the cops come, and 
when they pass, they raise 
it up again,” one resident 
said.

The 63rd Precinct is 
aware of the problem and 

working on it, according to 
community affairs offi cer 
Ronette Benjamin.

A woman who identifi ed 
herself as the catering hall’s 
manager said she wasn’t 
aware of the issue — and 

went on to say people just 
like to kvetch.

“I don’t know about any-
thing,” said the woman, 
who declined to give a name. 
“People are always going to 
complain.”

Continued from page 1 

HALL

THE PARTY NEVER STOPS: Drunken, late-night revellers at Caribe 
Hall in Mill Basin are annoying neighbors with noise and garbage. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

When you’ve got 90 years of experi-
ence, you know how to throw awesome 
parties.

Their grandparents may have started 
Sirico’s Catering, but two cousins, Her-
cules and Jim Sirico, are the ones that 
keep these parties going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to be 
done? Your life just got easier because 
everything you need is coordinated by 
Sirico’s in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get married here? 
Say the word, and the planner will say, 
“I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be good. 
With customized menus for every taste 
and budget, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate room for 
the cocktail hour, then make their way 
to another for dinner and dancing. Of 
course, there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, hip, 
gets the party started, and keeps it mov-
ing all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will be 
treasured for a lifetime, so Sirico’s works 
with proven photographers and videog-
raphers who make sure special moments 
are captured. The beautiful gardens and 
active fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the mood 
and atmosphere, so color-coordinate 
your event with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding colors. 
Or, reach for the stars with specialized 
effects that include an image of a bright 

blue sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because Sirico’s 
party planner has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts in the 
Entourage Room where the guest of 
honor can wait with friends before the 
introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the place 
where teens enjoy drinks that include 
virgin pina coladas, strawberry daiqui-
ris, and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun food, 
customize designed to taste. Among the 
offerings: taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, there’s an 
ice cream sundae bar, candy tables, and 
Sirico’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-house de-
signs and decorations, tailored to teens. 
Balloon center pieces are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls for 
unique needs, and Sirico’s accommo-
dates them all. 

Whether it’s an anniversary, retire-
ment, Communion, Confirmation, cor-
porate event, or other special occasion, 
Sirico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can ac-
commodate up to 100, 200, and 300 people. 
Valet parking and a parking lot make it 
convenient for all guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.be-

tween 80th and 81st streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 
Open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 
1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn   718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

Continued from page 1 
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The Department of Finance 
is considering loosening re-
strictions preventing motor-
ists from introducing new evi-
dence when appealing parking 
tickets, which is currently for-
bidden after a defendant’s ini-
tial challenge fails. 

Proponents of the amend-
ment say that it’s about time 
the city’s treasurers, who 
are responsible for collecting 
revenue for the city — and 
overseeing the judicial body 
charged with ruling on the 
merit of parking tickets — 
craft policies that help New 
Yorkers keep their money 
out of the city coffers. 

“I’m actually surprised,” 
said Alan Maisel (D–Marine 
Park), who has  been criti-
cal of the Department of Fi-
nance’s role in appointing 
judges to the Parking Viola-
tions Bureau , and submitted 
legislation in 2014 to trans-
fer control over the adjudi-
catory body to the Offi ce of 
Administrative Trials and 
Hearings. “Basically over 
the last decade or so, it’s al-

ways about raising money, 
justice doesn’t always seem 
to be the top of their agenda. 
But we have a new mayor 
and a new administration, 
so I’ll give them the benefi t 
of the doubt.”

Current rules allow re-
cipients of parking tickets 
to request a hearing, either 
online or in person, during 
which they’re allowed to 

present photographic evi-
dence to prove their case.

If judges with the Park-
ing Violations Bureau rule 
against a defendant during 
the initial hearing, they’re 
given the opportunity to 
appeal the ruling, but ap-
peals judges only consider 
errors of law that may have 
occurred during the initial 
ruling, and will not con-

sider new evidence. 
Adding insult to injury, 

the treasury instructs defen-
dants to pay their fi nes before 
pursuing appeal — if they 
don’t, and the appeal fails, 
they’re liable for any late fees 
associated with the fi ne. 

The March 18 announce-
ment of the proposed change 
kicked off a public comment 
period ending on April 22, 
when the Department of Fi-
nance will host a public hear-
ing in Brooklyn where New 
Yorkers are invited to dis-
cuss the change.

Until then, anyone with 
an opinion is encouraged 
to write, e-mail or fax their 
point of view to the city’s rev-
enue harvesters. 

Raise your voice about 
parking rules at the Depart-
ment of Finance hearing 
room (345 Adams St. between 
Boerum Place and John Street 
Downtown) April 22 at 11 am. 
Comments can be e-mailed 
to rubing@fi nance.nyc.gov, 
faxed to (718) 403–3650, or sub-
mitted online at rules.cityof-
newyork.us. 

City considers easier tix appeals
really speak up be-
cause they’re afraid of 
not getting appointed 
again,” said Flatbush 
activist Imani Henry.

But electing 2,950 
members across the 
city would just eat up 
taxpayer dollars, says 
Maisel — and few 
would turn out to vote 
anyway.

“Could you imagine 
the cost and expense of 
having elections for 
50 people and nobody 
showing up?” he said.

A spokesman for 
Borough President 
Adams said the Beep 
doesn’t support elected 
community boards ei-
ther, because it goes 
against the City Char-
ter — although that 
is the very thing the 
activists are trying 
to change — and re-
jected the notion that 
members have held 
their tongues to hold 
onto their positions.

“Community board 
members should never 

be afraid to speak 
their minds,” said 
Borough Hall commu-
nications guru Stefan 
Ringel.

Henry acknowl-
edged his group 
hasn’t come up with 
an actual plan for 
holding such huge 
elections, but said it is 
still speaking to com-
munity members and 
politicians before pre-
senting a proposal for 
how to execute its vi-
sion.  

The organization 
says it has reached 
out to every Council 
member in the city 
with its idea, and its 
only Brooklyn re-
spondees were Coun-
cilman Antonio Rey-
noso (D–Bushwick), 
who supports elected 
community boards, 
and Maisel.

Reynoso — who  has 
previously described 
community boards as 
“political cesspools”  
that don’t refl ect the 
demographics of their 
neighborhoods — did 
not return requests 
for comment.

BOARDS
Continued from page 8

TICKET TO RIDE: The city is considering making it easier to appeal 
parking tickets. Wikimedia Commons / Alex Proimos
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L & M Tours

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruises
Want to go on a cruise? 
We can book you on voyages offered by all cruise lines.

Vacation Packages
We sell domestic and international air & land packages.

Group Discounts & Free Transfers
Travel Insurance    Gift Certificate

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises & Vacation Package

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 6
Come See The USA & Canada With Us

5% off

 Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
 Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

Buy 5 
Get 1 FREE 
on selected 
day trips


