
April 17–xx, 2016

Your Neighborhood — Your News®April 17, 2016

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 11

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Save against stunning!

A party of ladies with 
high charisma and dexter-
ity scores will strut their 
stuff at a new science-fi c-
tion and fantasy-themed 
burlesque show starting in 
Gowanus on April 18. The 
“Dirty Nerdy Revue” from 

D20 Burlesque combines 
sexy dances with “Dun-
geons & Dragons” jokes, 
a technique that charms 
skittish nerds more com-
fortable with rule books 
than real live girls, said the 
group’s founder.

“People may feel awk-
ward watching, so putting 

it through a nerdy lens kind 
of softens that for people,” 
said Anja Keister. “It gives 
people an easier way into 
the world of burlesque.”

The girls of D20 Bur-
lesque have been strip-
ping off their chainmail at 
a Manhattan bar for fi ve 

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
This pol is slashing prices to sell 
his bill!

Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Park Slope) is reviving his long-
stalled legislation to put a fee on 
plastic and paper bags at stores, 
but has now reportedly cut the pre-
viously planned charge from 10 
cents per sack to 5 cents — and the 
new low, low price has won over 
enough of his colleagues to pass, 
according to one councilman.

“They think a fi ve-cent charge 
will be more sell-able,” said Coun-
cilman James Vacca (D–Bronx), 
who vehemently opposes the plan 
but confi rmed the proposed new 
price structure following  a report 
by Politico New York , and says he 
believes it now has the support of 
enough members to succeed. 

Lander refused to discuss the 
ongoing negotiations — though 
a rep noted that the current ver-
sion of the bill, which has been 
languishing in the Council’s San-
itation Committee since 2014, still 
has the charge at 10 cents — but 
said he hopes to pass it by Earth 
Day on April 22.

“This is the right time to do it,” 

BY ZACH JONES
Get it while it’s hot!

Legendary Midwood piz-
zeria Di Fara will remain 
open — despite rumors its 
landlord plans to sell the 
building. Owners put the 
building on the block for $4 
million last week,  food blog 
Eater reported on April 7 . 
But workers at the  half-cen-

tury-old pizza palace  said 
the listing was “premature” 
and has since been taken 
down. Restaurateurs inked 
a 25-year lease this week — 
and the eatery is not going 
anywhere, one worker said.

“We made the decision 
to stay no matter what,” 
said Margaret DeMarco-

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 6Continued on page 10

Film analyzes 
bachelors

BY DENNIS LYNCH
You might be a douchebag.

In the new comedy “How To 
Tell You’re a Douchebag,” debut-
ing at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music on April 23, a womaniz-
ing blogger navigates Brooklyn’s 
new-fashioned, sexually liberated 
dating scene. Many young people 
can identify, at least in part, with 
the character’s less-than-savory 
behavior, says the movie’s writer 
and director, and the fi lm can 
help them to curb their douchey 
activities.

“As momentarily ashamed as 
someone might be, it never gets 
too dark or pedantic, but I think 
quietly everyone has that moment 
when they say ‘Oh f---, I’ve treated 
someone like that,’ ” Tahir Jetter 
said. “Both men and women have 
said the movie made them more 
aware of when they’ve been less 
than considerate with people, so 
it’s refreshing to hear that.”

The fi lm’s main character, 
Ray Livingstone, chronicles his 

Continued on page 6
BAGGAGE: Tahir Jetter’s fi lm “How to Tell You’re a Douchebag,” screening at BAM on April 23, follows the romantic trials 
of a womanizing Brooklyn blogger whose douchey qualities prevent him from fi nding love.  Tahir Jetter

FALLING OUT OF HER 
CLOTHES: Anja Keister is 
bringing her nerdy bur-
lesque show to Brooklyn.

DATING STINKSPlastic bag 
fee bill 
returns

Call it ‘Game of Thongs’Di Fara not closing
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Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Some felt the Bern, others 
went to do the burning.

The Brooklyn-born 
presidential hopeful Ber-
nie Sanders spent the af-
ternoon in his native Mid-
wood during an April 8 
rally. The  James Madison 
High School alumn  drew 
an energetic and diverse 
crowd — so diverse that 
even neighbors who vote on 
the other side of the aisle 
stopped by. Seeing Sand-
ers in person didn’t sway 

one Trump supporter who 
came out of curiosity — he 
is still a fan of The Donald’s 
immigration policy.

“I live right here,” said 
zealous Donald Trump sup-
porter Ben Tzion-Sacks, 
20, at the rally just steps 
away from Sander’s child-
hood home on the corner 
of Kings Highway and E. 
26th Street. “[Trump’s] 
not scared to say the truth 
about the refugees — or 
else you’re going have what 
happens in Europe.”

And another rallier 
showed up wearing a yar-
mulke made for Repub-
lican presidential hope-
ful Ted Cruz. But for all 
of the red in the crowd, 
there were far more Brook-
lynites bleeding blue.

One Muslim community 
leader — who wore a hijab 
and held high her Bernie 
Sanders poster — said Re-
publican hopefuls’ right-
wing rhetoric is divisive 
and will not do any good 

Midwood Berning
SHAKING HANDS: Bernie Sanders returned to his childhood neighborhood on April 8 for a rally.  
 Photo by Angel Zayas

Back to his grass roots
BY JULIANNE CUBA

Flatbush is feeling the 
Bern.

Bernie Sanders’s presi-
dential campaign opened 
its second Brooklyn of-
fi ce on April 8 — this time 
a stone’s throw from the 
Midwood-native-turned-
Vermont-senator’s child-
hood home, organizers an-
nounced just days before 
the New York primary. The 
 Madison High School-edu-
cated presidential hopeful  
is opening the operation at 
the corner of Flatbush and 

Bedford avenues to reach 
communities other can-
didates have overlooked, 
a representative said. But 
the politician who previ-
ously occupied the build-
ing panned Sanders as a 
Bernie-come-lately — be-
cause opponent Hillary 
Clinton  headquartered her 
entire operation in Brook-
lyn Heights last year .

“It’s great that he has 
an offi ce here, but people 
should remember that Clin-
ton has her entire national 
offi ce [in Brooklyn],” said 

state Sen. Kevin Parker 
(D–Flatbush), who previ-
ously kept a district offi ce 
where Sanders’s now is set-
ting up shop. “Welcome to 
the party, Bernie.”

The new offi ce will be 
a base for phone-bankers 
and door-knockers hoping 
to woo a neighborhood or-
ganizers say hasn’t gotten 
enough love from candi-
dates.

“The campaign is seri-
ous about reaching out to 
voters across the state and 

Bernie Sanders rallies in his childhood neighborhood 

Sanders opens campaign  offi ce in Flatbush

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
A woman interrupted presi-
dential hopeful Hillary Clin-
ton’s Latino-focused rally at 
Industry City — and pro-
testers demonstrated out-
side — claiming the Sunset 
Park manufacturing com-
plex did not represent the 
community and is a gentri-
fying force that will lead to 
neighborhood Latinos’ dis-
placement.

“Go to the park, go to 
Chinatown — there’s a lot of 
other places she could be!” 
the disrupter shouted as 
Clinton took the stage at the 
April 9 event. “This is not 
Sunset Park, which is not 
for sale!”

Security dragged the 
woman out as the crowd 
drowned her out by chant-
ing Hillary’s name.

The woman was a mem-
ber of local social justice 
group Uprose, which dem-
onstrated outside, but her 
“comments and actions [in-
side the rally] were made on 
her own,” according to the 
group’s executive director, 
Elizabeth Yeampierre said. 
Uprose demonstrators out-
side had left by the time the 
woman made her display, 
she said.

The complex — home to 
 hip food-makers ,  Manhat-
tan-fl eeing fashionistas , 
and tech companies — is  in 
the midst of a  $1 billion re-
development  that detractors 
charge will raise property 
taxes and rents in the neigh-
borhood, pushing out long-
time residents.

But Industry City’s own-
ers said in November that 
half of the 4,000 employees 
working for its tenants  are 
people of color and live in 
the neighborhood . Owners 
recently  opened a public job-
training center there  and 
 host free cultural events . 

One Dominican sup-
porter said Clinton is the ob-
vious choice for Latinos.

“I know a lot of people 
who say like ‘Oh well she’s 
white,’ but to me she’s still 
a person, and she can still 
relate to us,” said Denise 

Filipe-Adams, who has vol-
unteered for Clinton and is 
running for district leader 
in Bushwick and Cypress 
Hills in November. “Besides 
the fact that she vacations a 

lot in the Dominican Repub-
lic, she’s just inspirational 
and a hope for people in my 
community.”

Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D–Sunset Park), the fi rst 

Puerto Rican woman 
elected to Congress, intro-
duced Clinton to the eager 
crowd. 

The presidential hope-
ful made pitches directed 
at Puerto Ricans and immi-
grant communities.

She called on Congress 
to provide Puerto Rico relief 
to for  its multi-billion-dollar 
debt , and said it “makes no 
sense at all” that Puerto Ri-
cans — who are all U.S. cit-
izens at birth — living in 
the territory could not vote 
in federal elections, even 
though they could if they 
moved to Brooklyn.

She also pledged more 
services for non English-
speaking kids and a health 
care system that is afford-
able for working families.

Clinton did not mention 
her Saturday loss in the Wy-
oming Democratic caucus 
to her primary challenger, 
the Brooklyn-born Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders (I–Vermont). 
At press time, she led the 
Senator in the race for the 
Democratic Party nomina-
tion with 1,756 delegates to 
his 1,068. Either candidate 
needs 2,383 delegates to 
clinch a nomination. Clin-
ton is  heavily favored  to win 
the New York State primary 
and the of the Democratic 
nomination.

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
 The dream of the ’90s  is 
alive in Prospect-Lef-
ferts Gardens. 

Ex-President Bill 
Clinton sang the praises 
of wife Hillary’s presi-
dential ambitions at a 
Caribbean church in the 
park-side neighborhood 
on Monday afternoon 
— days after  protesters 
crashed a rally accusing 
him  of creating harsh 
criminal penalties that 
led to the mass incar-
ceration of black men. 
But the congregants 
of St. Gabriel’s Episco-
pal Church say they re-
member the fi rst Clin-
ton presidency fondly, 
and believe they’ll see a 
return of those halcyon 
days under a second. 

“We had eight great 
years with Bill,” said Ol-
ive Bute, who lives two 

doors down from the 
Hawthorne Street house 
of worship. “I know they 
are going to do some-
thing wonderful.”

The former Com-
mander in Chief  is now 
in the fi ring line  for de-

It’s Bubba stump!

RED, WHITE, AND BILL: Bill 
Clinton addresses St. Gabri-
el’s Church. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

NOT AMUSED: Presidential hopeful Hillary Clinton was laying out her plan to help Latinos during a 
rally at Industry City on April 9 when a protestor interrupted. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Oh, Lati-no she didn’t!
Protesters: Clinton Hispanic rally a symbol of gentrifi cation

Continued on page 9
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YOU GOTTA HAND IT TO HIM: Sen. Ted Cruz had shutterbugs 
eating out of his palm. Photo by Angel Zayas

BY JULIANNE CUBA
He got some blow-back.

Critics panned Re-
publican presidential 
hopeful Ted Cruz when 
he visited a Brighton 
Beach matzoh factory on 
April 7, because he voted 
against a $60 billion di-
saster relief bill in 2013 
that aided the storm-rav-
aged neighborhood’s re-
covery. Cruz schmoozed 
with supporters — some 
of whom donned red, vel-
vet yarmulkes embroi-
dered with “I’m with 
Teddy” in Hebrew — at 
the Chabad Neshama 
Model Matzoh Bakery, a 
cultural education center 
that sits in the shadow of 
Trump Village Estates, 
the co-op towers built by 
the father of Cruz’s pri-
mary opponent, Repub-
lican frontrunner Don-
ald Trump. Critics said 
Cruz’s visit was all bread 
and circuses.

“Ted Cruz had the 
audacity to hold a cam-
paign event in a neigh-
borhood that was under 
water and devastated 
during Sandy,” said 
Chris McCreight, who 
is running for Demo-
cratic committeeman in 
Coney Island’s 46th As-
sembly District. “Peo-
ple died, homes were 
ruined, and lives were 
turned upside down — 
and he turned his back 
on us when we needed 

help the most.”
And a local councilman 

shamed Cruz on social me-
dia.

“Senator, as someone 
who represents areas in 
southern BK ravaged 
by Sandy, your vote 
against Sandy relief for 
NY won’t be forgotten,” 
Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island) 
tweeted.

The 2012 storm  de-
stroyed hundreds of 
homes and businesses  
in the borough, many of 
which are still waiting 
for repairs. And it  killed 
43 people in New York 
City , including seven in 
Brooklyn — in neighbor-
hoods less than a mile 
away from where Cruz 
spent his afternoon court-
ing voters. 

In January 2013, the 
United States Senate 
passed a bill to fund more 
than $60 billion for areas 
impacted by the storm. 
But Cruz  voted “nay,”  
claiming the money  would 
be spent in ways unrelated 
to recovery . 

The visit came 12 
days before the New 
York primary and weeks 
after the evangelical-
courting Southern Bap-
tist’s controversial con-
demnation of so-called 
“New York values,” a 
phrase some pundits 
 claim was coded anti-
Semitism .

Beach Cruz-ing
Ted stops in Brighton Beach
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4 HAS YOUR ROOF RECOVERED FROM WINTER?

Licensed – Brooklyn – Insured

Top Quality Workmanship
References Available

Affordable – Professional & Courteous
718-833-3508

513 72nd Street, Brooklyn
GUTTER

CLEANING
COMPLETE

FLASH & PAINT
ANY COMPLETE
ROOFING JOB

$100
Any Size House

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$850
Max 1200 sq. ft.

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$250 Off
of 1200 sq. ft.

or more
With Coupon Only.

Expires 6/30/16

The Trusted Name In Roofi ng
SINCE 1979

SUPERSUPER
ROOFERROOFER

Spring is Spring is 
almost almost 

herehere

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn   718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

July 19, 2015
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

across the city — and I 
think the Senator dem-
onstrated that by hold-
ing a rally in the South 
Bronx — to neighbor-
hoods that are not usu-
ally visited by politi-
cians,” said spokesman 
and Crown Heights resi-
dent Karthik Ganapathy. 
“So I think it’s partly to 
make sure we’re reach-
ing out to everyone.”

Critics have slammed 
Sanders for a poor record 
on  issues affecting people 
of color . And the senator 
from Vermont —  the sec-
ond-whitest state in the 
Union  — has been courting 

black leaders in an  appar-
ent attempt to improve his 
brand with minority vot-
ers .

Sanders  opened his 
fi rst Brooklyn offi ce in 
Gowanus  — where whites 
comprise 62.6 percent of 
the population in census 
tracts within a half-mile 
of his outpost — on March 
26. Conversely, whites only 
account for 11.5 percent of 
the population within a 
half-mile of Sanders’s Flat-
bush offi ce, census data 
shows.

Congresswoman Yvette 
Clarke (D–Flatbush) — 
whose own offi ce is less 
than a mile away —  took the 
stage with Democratic front-
runner Hillary Clinton in 
Crown Heights on April 5 .

She later told this pa-
per that Sen. Sanders’s (I–
Vermont) history of voting 
against a 1994 gun-control 
bill that imposed federal 
background checks and 
waiting periods was bad for 
Brooklyn.

“Unfortunately, like 
many communities 
across our country, we 
are facing a scourge of 
gun violence, and Bernie 
Sanders has repeatedly 
voted against the Brady 
Bill, and he believes that 
manufacturers of mili-
tary-grade assault weap-
ons, like the one used in 
Sandy Hook, should be 
immune from threat of 
litigation,” Clarke said. 
“That is totally unaccept-
able to Brooklynites.”

for America. The country 
needs to build bridges, not 
walls, she said.  

“His campaign’s al-
ready demonstrated what 
it looks like when we come 
together,” said Linda Sar-
sour, executive director 
of the Arab American As-
sociation of New York and 
an unpaid Sanders volun-
teer. “I saw women here 
who are Muslim, I saw 
orthodox Jews wearing 
yarmulkes, I saw young 
black people, white, I saw 
all Asian-Americans. The 
fact that the people who 
are coming out for him are 
people from every racial, 
ethnic, and religious back-
ground, just already proves 
to me that he’s going to be 
a uniter — and a uniter of 
people.”

And another woman 
from Sheepshead Bay 

said it is clear from Sand-
ers’s rallies that he can 
bring the country to-
gether. 

“If you look around, 
you can see every age 
group, every nationality, 
all represented here,” said 
Andrea Coyle. “And be-
cause in Brooklyn, we’re 
so used to living with all 

different cultures shoul-
der to shoulder, because 
he comes from those 
roots, he’s able to just ap-
peal to such a wide audi-
ence.”

Sanders  faced Demo-
cratic frontrunner Hillary 
Clinton in an April 14 de-
bate  in Fort Greene. The 
primary is April 19.

CELEBRITY SUPPORT: Actor Mark Ruffalo spoke to the crowd be-
fore Bernie Sanders took the microphone.  Photo by Angel Zayas

Continued from page 2 

RALLY

Continued from page 2 
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SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

DRESSES FROM $999
ACCESSORIES FROM $59

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale

BY ANNA RUTH RAMOS
Brooklyn’s largest historic dis-
trict is about to get even larger — 
but still not large enough, as far as 
preservationists are concerned.

The borough’s Brownstone 
boosters are celebrating after 
the city’s Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission voted to approve 
a second expansion of the Park 
Slope Historic District on Tues-
day  following years of lobbying , 
but say they won’t be truly satis-
fied until the entire neighborhood 
is wrapped in red tape.

“It took a long time but we’re 
pleased it’s finally happened,” 
said Simon Bankoff of preserva-
tion advocacy group the Historic 
Districts Council, which champi-
oned the plan primarily driven by 
the Park Slope Civic Council. “We 
look forward to the rest of Park 
Slope being protected.” 

The new district will add 
around 300 building — primarily 
19th-century row houses on the 
streets bounded by Flatbush Av-
enue and Union Street, between 
Fifth and Sixth Avenues — to the 

2,575-odd edifices already pro-
tected under the neighborhood’s 
original 1973 historic district and 
a 2012 expansion.

The expanded borders will also 
annex several 20th-century high-
rise apartment buildings at Grand 
Army Plaza West,  which some lo-
cals argued are too tall and mod-
ern for the designation  during 
the local community board’s vote 
on the proposal three years ago, 
though the panel approved it any-
way. 

The designation means build-
ing owners within the boundar-
ies have get the city’s okay for any 
new construction and alterations 
to their facades, and any new 
buildings in the zone have to ad-
here to the local look-book.

The expansion isn’t a done deal 
yet — the City Planning Commis-
sion and City Council still have 
to give their okay, though both 
Councilmen Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope) and Steve Levin (D–Brook-
lyn Heights)  are long-time fans of 
the plan .  

The preservationists say they 
will now turn their focus to lob-
bying for a third expansion — of 
a planned five — in the area be-
tween Union and Ninth streets.

It’s history in the taking!

MAPPED IN: The expansion of Park Slope’s 
Historic District is marked in red.

GOING UP: This 20th-century high-rise apartment building on Plaza 
Street West is now a landmark.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

City OKs Slope Historic District expansion, but preservationists want more
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years. But when a monthly 
opening at Gowanus metal 
bar Lucky 13 Saloon be-
came available, Keister 
jumped at the chance to 
level up her show. 

“When I was offered one 
of the Mondays at Lucky 13, 
I was very lucky to get it. 
It’s a really nice space be-
cause it’s a higher-up stage, 
so you can really see ev-
erything,” she said. “And 
it’s a more alternative bar. 
It draws a very interesting 
crowd that I feel would do 
well with nerdy topics and 
subjects.”

The group’s fi rst Brook-
lyn show will star six sexy 
women, each performing 
her own three-to-fi ve min-
ute routine. Each dancer 
will start dressed as a mon-
ster or “Game of Thrones”-
type character — but the 
outfi ts will have a saucy 
twist, said Keister. 

“Everybody’s act is a 
little different,” she said. 
“It’s kind of like a mix of 
cosplay, trying to emulate 
characters, with kind of 
burlesque aesthetics with 

corsets and rhinestones 
and glitter.”

The party is all women 
for now, but Keister would 
love to have some men 
show off their nerdy assets, 
she said. 

“At this point, there’s 
more women in the bur-
lesque community, but 
eventually I would like to 
incorporate male perform-
ers as well,” said Keister. 

Keister, a self-pro-
claimed nerd, says that 
the burlesque show lets 
her and the other perform-
ers explore the things they 
are passionate about. She 
hopes that expressing their 
love of fandom will score a 
critical hit with the audi-
ence.

“It allows people to fi nd 
things they are very pas-
sionate about and bring 
that to the stage in a fun en-
tertaining way,” she said. “I 
hope a lot of people come — 
it’s much more fun to share 
it with other people.”

“D20 Burlesque’s Dirty 
Nerdy Revue” at Lucky 13 
Saloon [644 Sackett St. be-
tween Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
d20burlesque.com] April 18 
at 11 pm. $10 ($15 VIP). 

chauvinistic dating adven-
tures a cringeworthy blog 
titled “ Occasionally Dating 
Black Women ,” which Jet-
ter created in reality, fi ll-
ing it with blog posts such 
as “If You’re Such a Femi-
nist, Why I Gotta Pay,” and 
“Therapy Is For Wusses.” 

Livingstone thinks he 
deserves it all — until he 
meets a woman who does 
“have it all,” who shuts 
him down by pointing out 
his douche-ness. A seem-

ingly irrational romance 
blooms, until his Don 
Juan-like past catches up 
with him.

Jetter, who defected to 
Los Angeles earlier this 
year after eight years in 
Brooklyn, wrote the script 
after a fi zzled romantic pur-
suit spurred him to exam-
ine his own shortcomings.

“I thought that it was 
kind of important to me-
morialize this point in 
my life of being a total as-
shole,” he said. “I felt like 
I was having a watershed 
moment in how to evalu-
ate my behavior.”

He also analyzed the 
Brooklyn dating scene, 
which is ground zero 
for 21st century-style ro-
mance, he said — heavily 
infl uenced by social me-
dia, free-spirited, and dis-
tinctly non-traditional.

“In the age of social 
media, because we have 
so much access to people 
— really a never-ending 
catalogue of people and 
interactions to engage in 
— it feels a little less pre-
cious to meet someone,” he 
said. “The sort of cultural 
morals of the past — if we 
sleep together, then we 

stay together — aren’t re-
ally there anymore.”

The fi lm is showing 
at Brooklyn Academy of 
Music as part of the “New 
Voices In Black Cinema” 
series, and he hopes the 
fi lm will help spur conver-
sations about unhealthy 
dating habits in the black 
community.

“How To Tell You’re 
a Douchebag” at the Pe-
ter Jay Sharp Building at 
BAM [30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street, www.bam.
org, (718) 636–4100]. April 
23 at 7 pm. $14. 

Continued from cover
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BY LAUREN GILL
Call it “In the Slope.”

Brooklynites strug-
gling to score tickets 
to Broadway mega-hit 
“Hamilton” can get the 
next best thing — a play 
with music and lyrics 
from the same creator. 
The Gallery Players will 
stage writer Lin-Man-
uel Miranda’s musical 
“In the Heights” start-
ing on April 23 in Park 
Slope, giving audiences 
an accessible taste of 
Miranda’s wordplay and 
unique style, says the 
show’s director. 

“It’s a different show 
than ‘Hamilton’ but you 
can defi nitely feel his 
voice and his individu-
alism as a writer in the 
show,” said Michael Bello. 

“In the Heights” tells the 
story of a bodega owner in 
the distant neighborhood 
of Washington Heights, in 
the outer borough of Man-
hattan. The Brooklyn pro-
duction resisted the urge 
to transfer the setting to 
Crown, Prospect, or Brook-

lyn Heights, staying true 
to the original script. But 
Bello said the tale of a gen-
trifying neighborhood will 
resonate with residents of 
this borough.

“I think, on a very sort 
of material level, the diffi -
culties people in Washing-
ton Heights face in the play 
are also very visible from 

what I can see in Brook-
lyn,” said the Manhat-
tan resident, who walks 
past three new high-rises 
on his walk from the Gal-
lery Player’s space in Park 
Slope to the subway. 

“In the Heights” played 
for three years on Broadway, 
but the Tony-winning show 
— which is fi lled with salsa 

and hip-hop numbers — 
has rarely been produced 
in New York since closing 
on the Great White Way 
in 2011, said Bello. 

Audiences intrigued 
by the show can discuss 
it after the matinee per-
formance on April 24, 
chatting with Bello, the 
cast, and the theater 
scholars about “In the 
Heights.” Belle said the 
talk will probably focus 
on gentrifi cation and 
preserving heritage, 
topics that are preva-
lent in the play. 

“I think a lot of peo-
ple will recognize the 
landscape, the themes, 
the reference in the play 
and I know a lot of peo-

ple will want to talk about 
that,” he said.

“In the Heights” at the 
Gallery Players [199 14th 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101, www.
galleryplayers.com]. April 
23–May 15. Thu–Sat at 8 
pm; Sun at 3 pm. $18 ($15 
students and seniors).

ROLLING WITH IT: The nerdy burlesque group’s founder Anja 
Keister, poses with a giant 20-sided die, the “Dungeons & Drag-
ons” randomizer for which the D20 Burlesque group was named. 
 Ben Trivett

‘Heights’ hits Slope
Gallery Players perform Broadway hit from ‘Hamilton’ creator

STAGE OF THE STREETS: The cast of the Gallery Players’ “In the 
Heights” rehearse for the show’s Park Slope opening on April 23. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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++ALL applicants will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms.

STK# 296805

2008 CHEVROLET COBALT

LS 2DR COUPE 48,040 MILES
STK# 994992

2013 HONDA CR-V EX-L AWD

NAVIGATION 25,832 MILES
STK# 461716

2010 BMW 535i X-Drive

4DR SEDAN 96,916 MILES

STK# 698766

2008 JEEP LIBERTY SPORT 4X4

NAVIGATION 59,689 MILES
STK# 772420

2004 JEEP WRANGLER

SPORT 2DR 4WD 77,806 MILES

2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

TOURING 4DR WAGON 77,609 MILES
STK# 015064

2010 SUBARU LEGACY

PREMIUM AWD 94,190 MILES

STK# 645910

2005 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EDITION 4DR 4WD SUV 83,259 MILES
STK# D70718

2010 CHEVROLET CAMARO SS

6 SPEED MANUAL 6,019 MILES
STK# 121046

2005 LEXUS ES330 BASE

4DR SEDAN BASE  82,327 MILES

$5,999 $23699 $13,900

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY
WWW.CONEYANDVAUTOSALES.COM

$14900 $14,400

Payments as Low as $149.99 a Month++

$10,499

$10,499 $28,699  $9,499

STK# 422915

$11,9992012 NISSAN ALTIMA

2.5S 4DR SEDAN 64,374 MILES

STK# 288478

$14,9992012 VOLKSWAGEN GTI

PZEV 2DR HATCHBACK 6M 37,628 MILES

STK# 631081

$6,499
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BY LAUREN GILL
It is a chain reaction.

Women’s clothier Ann 
Taylor is opening a fac-
tory outlet store on Ful-
ton Mall, leaving some lo-
cal shoppers nostalgic for 
the unique mom and pop 
shops that once lined the 
strip now dominated by 
discounted versions of big-
name national brands. 

“It’s good and all but 
I remember all the small 
stores that used to be here 
for awhile and now the big 
stores are taking over,” 
said Flatbush resident Ja-
keem Jolly.

The ladies’ fashion label 
is launching a huge new 
budget store called Ann 
Taylor Factory at the cor-
ner of Jay Street, according 
to a Real Deal report — join-
ing other low-priced incar-
nations of national names 
including Gap Outlet, Nor-
dstrom Rack, and F21 Red, 
which have fl ocked to the 
strip amidst Downtown’s 
rapid gentrifi cation.

The fashion is cheap, 
but the real estate isn’t. The 
bustling strip once known 
as black America’s Main 
Street has always boasted 
high rents — even when it 

was a hotbed of crime in 
the 1980s and ’90s — but 
its booming popularity 
with major retailers means 
many independent hawk-
ers can no longer afford the 
price-tags the storefronts 
command. 

“Before it was good, but 
now it’s bad because I can 
not afford to pay rent,” said 
Crown Heights resident Ba, 
who has been selling hats 
on Fulton Mall for 20 years 
— originally in a store, but 
now on the street.

But the stretch is still 
known as a place to score 
bargains, said a real-es-
tate expert, which makes it 
such an attractive proposi-
tion for big names looking 

to target price-conscious 
consumers.

“It’s always been the rep-
utation of that street, that 
it’s a cheap place to buy,” 
said local broker Chris Ha-
vens.

And many consumers 
say they love the recog-
nizable logos now light-
ing up the stretch, as they 
can shop at their favorite 
chains without ever having 
to step foot in the outer bor-
ough of Manhattan. 

“I’ve noticed there are 
a bunch of stores you see 
mostly in Manhattan that 
have come to Brooklyn and 
I like it,” said Carlon Ken-
tisch, who lives in Crown 
Heights. 

Red tag madness! 
Ann Taylor outlet is the latest in 
Fulton Mall’s big-brand takeover

BARGAIN STRETCH: Ann Taylor will soon open a massive new fac-
tory store on Fulton and Jay streets Downtown. 
 Community News Group / Lauren Gill

DEALS, DEALS, DEALS: Jakeem Jolly, Carlon Kentisch, and Joseph Bull say they’re sad to see mom-
and-pop shops go, but love scoring deals at Fulton Mall’s new outlet shops. 
 Community News Group / Lauren Gill

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Sea Gate’s coastline is getting in 
shape for beach season.

A project to reinforce Sea 
Gate’s exclusive shore — and 
Coney Island’s public beaches 
— will wrap up by spring, and 
heavy construction equipment 
will be gone before summer 
starts on June 21, officials said.

Army Corps of Engineers 
contractors are putting the 
f inishing touches on four “T-
Groin” jetties and replenish-
ing the neighborhood’s private 
beach with 70,0 0 0 cubic yards 
of sand — enough to f i l l more 
than 21 Olympic-size swim-
ming pools.

The project to reinforce Sea 
Gate’s gated-off shore  will also pro-
tect Coney Island’s publicly acces-
sible beaches , officials have said. 
The sand comes from Gravesend 
Bay and the inlet separating Ma-
rine Park and Queens, said Corps 
spokesman James D’Ambrosio.

The jetties are about the size 

of a football field and are primar-
ily built under the water — and 
their main purpose is to keep 
and retain sand on the beach, 
 according to Civil Engineer An-
drew Marsella . 

The $25 million, federally 

funded project began in 2014 and 
includes 100,000 tons of stone to 
build the T-Groins, improvements 
to the W. 37th Street groin that’s 
already in place, and rehabilitat-
ing the Norton Point Dike, said 
D’Ambrosio.

Keeping it current

BUILDING STRONG: The Army Corps of Engineers building a series of jetties and putting 
down 70,000 cubic yards of sand to prevent beach erosion. The project is expected to be 
completed by this summer.  Community News Group / Julianne Cuba

Sea Gate jetty project will be done in time for summer

fending his controversial 
mid-’90s crime bill against 
the Black Lives Matters ac-
tivists, but this largely mid-
dle-aged-and-above crowd 
offered nothing but cheers 
as the wannabe First Lad 
told them he believes there 
should be fewer black men 
in prison, as well as more 
cops of color on the street 
and a ban on employee ap-
plication forms asking 
about people’s criminal his-
tory.

“People shouldn’t be dis-
criminated against when 
applying for jobs because 
they have to check a box 
saying they were once ar-

rested,” he said, eliciting 
the loudest applause of the 
afternoon.

The church is also a 
stronghold of Rep. Yvette 
Clarke (D–Flatbush) — an 
infl uential leader in the Ca-
ribbean community, along 
with her mom former Coun-
cilwoman Una Clarke — 
who introduced Bill Clinton 
by touting his presidency as 
a boon for black families and 
perpetuating the idea that 
the two spouses are one and 
the same.

“One of the things that 
I’m grateful for was the 
growth in the black middle 
class during the presidency 
of the honorable Bill Clin-
ton,” she said, claiming Hil-
lary Clinton will usher in a 
similar era of prosperity. 

BILL 
Continued from page 3

PACKED HOUSE: Bill Clinton stumped for his wife at St. Gabriel’s 
episcopal church. Photo by Jason Speakman
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

said Lander, whose devotion to the 
cause  earned him the nickname “10-
cent Lander” in a 2014 City Council 
versus City Hall softball game .

The bill currently has 22 sponsors 
and needs four more to win a majority 
thumbs up.

The proposal  boasts plenty of sup-
port  in Lander’s People’s Republic of 
Park Slope, but some Council mem-
bers representing large numbers of 
low-income and elderly constituents 
have fought it in the past, arguing 
those who can least spare the spare-
change will be the ones who end up 
shelling out the most.

Vacca says many of those folks 
take the bus or walk to do their 
food shopping and have to double-
bag their groceries so the thin plas-
tic doesn’t split on the way, and the 
extra charge will do nothing but 
hurt them fi nancially.

“This is nothing but a highly re-
gressive fee,” he said. 

But some eco-friendly Slopers say 
they don’t believe charge won’t hurt 
poor residents fi nancially, because it 
will encourage them to ditch plastic 
bags entirely and switch to alterna-
tive carrying methods.

The famously crunchy Park Slope 
Food Co-op  banished plastic bags in 
2008  — though  controversially  nixed 

 a proposed 20-cent fee  on plastic pro-
duce bags a few years back — and 
one worker claims members from all 
walks of life have found other ways to 
carry groceries around in the inter-
vening eight years.

“We have a very diverse popula-
tion around here, and we haven’t had 
any problems since going bagless,” 
said general coordinator Ann Her-
pel.

Herpel said shoppers just use tote 
bags and cardboard boxes instead.

“People get creative,” she said. 
“They figure out ways to get 

things home.”
But some Brooklynites say they 

would just shoulder the extra fee and 
keep using the plastic sacks.

“I would [pay],” said Julius Nem-
cow of Flatbush. “I wouldn’t like it, 
but I would get the bag so I won’t spill 
my stuff everywhere.”

Anti-plastic bag group Bag it New 
York City — a coalition that includes 
the co-op and a host of environmental 
groups — rallied in front of City Hall 
on April 13 demanding Council and 
Mayor DeBlasio pass Lander’s legisla-
tion.  — with Anna Ruth Ramos

Mieles, daughter of sep-
tuagenarian founder Dom 
DeMarco. The lease will 
hold even if the building 
changes hands, according 
to Mieles.

The restaurant may 
be safe for now, but fans 
of Di Fara’s world-famous 
‘za are bracing for the 
day that DeMarco — the 
store’s lone pizza-maker 
— hangs up his apron and 
paddle.

“Di Fara is an institu-
tion,” said Manhattanite 
Sanjay, who stopped Av-
enue J pie house the day 
after reports the building 
was for sale. “There’s re-
spect here. I’ve fl own from 
Dallas to New York before 
just to eat this pizza with 
friends. But it’s not going 
to exist forever, and I think 
New Yorkers are preparing 
for the day it closes. It’ll be 
devastating.”

DeMarco has owned 
and operated the shop 
since 1964. The store has 
garnered praise from ce-
lebrity chefs and food re-
viewers and routinely has 

lines form open to close. 
Pizza fanatics have had 
to go without before. The 
city health department 
has shuttered the spot for 
health violations — which 
DeMarco has said is  “the 
only time I get to relax”  
— but the shop  always 
bounces back .

Representatives from 
GFI Realty Services, which 
reportedly listed the build-
ing for sale, declined 
to comment. The build-
ing’s owners could not be 
reached.

Continued from cover

PLASTIC
Continued from cover

DI FARA

EMOTIONAL ENVIRONMENTALIST: Anti-plastic group Bag It New York City is demand-
ing Council and Mayor DeBlasio pass Lander’s plastic bag bill.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

COME AND GET IT: Dom De-
Marco’s famous Midwood pizza 
joint Di Fara will remain open — 
for now.  
 File photo by Arthur DeGaeta
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L & M Tours

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruises
Want to go on a cruise? 
We can book you on voyages offered by all cruise lines.

Vacation Packages
We sell domestic and international air & land packages.

Group Discounts & Free Transfers
Travel Insurance    Gift Certificate

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises & Vacation Package

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 6
Come See The USA & Canada With Us

5% off

 Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
 Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

Buy 5 
Get 1 FREE 
on selected 
day trips
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