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BY LAUREN GILL
Tanks for nothing!

The city is going ahead 
with its controversial plan to 
seize land along the Gowanus 
Canal and use it to house giant 
sewage tanks needed for the 
cleanup of the toxic waterway, 
rejecting  an earlier plan from 
the Feds to dig up the Double 
D pool in Thomas Greene Park  
and stick them under there. 
But local environmentalists 
say it will have to excavate the 
cherished watering hole any-
way — as the soil underneath 
is contaminated with coal tar 
— and buying more property 
will just waste money and time 
while the fetid canal continues 
to stink up the rapidly develop-
ing area. 

“The pool needs to be re-
moved, and will be removed 
anyway,” said nearby resident 
Katia Kelly, who is a member 
of the Gowanus Superfund 
Community Advisory Group, a 
panel of locals that advises the 
federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency on the cleanup. 
“Any delay in cleanup of the 
Gowanus is unconscionable, 
especially since we are open-
ing up the Canal to develop-

Gowanus 
tank site 
revealed

Continued on page 28
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SAFE AND SOUND: Isabel Lam holds her senior citizen kitty Luisa close after a fi refi ghter saved it from 
her burning home.  Photo by Paul Martinka

NINE NINE 
LIVES!LIVES!
24-year-old cat rescued 24-year-old cat rescued 
from blaze by fi reman from blaze by fi reman 

BY LAUREN GILL
A Kensington resi-
dent still grieving her 
dog’s recent death nar-
rowly avoided losing her 
24-year-old cat when her 
home went up in f lames 
last Monday morning.

The woman lost her 
abode of 40 years in the in-
ferno and her dog Kavita 
earlier this year to natu-
ral causes, and said it was 
a relief to see a fireman 
carrying her cat Luisa out 
of the burning building.

“I couldn’t imagine 
losing her, having lost my 
dog in February,” said Is-
abel Lam, who has lived 
on Kermit Place and E. 
Eighth Street since the 
1970s.

Lam says she ran out-
side after awaking to 
smoke engulfing her two-
story home at 7:40 am — 
she thought Luisa was 
outside in the backyard 
doing her usual morning 
patrol, but couldn’t find 
her anywhere. 

A firefighter went to 
look for her and ran out-
side minutes later with 
a shaken-up and wet cat 
cradled in his arms, and 
New York’s Bravest spent 
then next 40 subduing the 
smoke as Lam and Luisa 
looked on with neighbors. 

Lam had lit a candle in 
Kavita’s memory on the 
night prior to the inferno, 
but doesn’t think it was 

Continued on page 28
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BY RUTH BROWN
They were feeling the earn!

Two Park Slope teens did a 
hot trade in home-made Ber-
nie Sanders T-shirts during 
his rally in Prospect Park last 
Sunday, taking on the caval-
cade of professional vendors 
who follow the campaign 
around the country fl ogging 
Bernie-branded merchandise 
to his fans. The senator may 
preach peace and a “moral 
economy,” but the young en-
trepreneurs say the message 
hasn’t reached his attendant 
merchandise market. 

“It was ruthless out there!” 
said 16-year-old Maxwell 
Quinn, who came to help 
his 17-year-old pal and fel-
low Millennium Brooklyn 
High School student Chance 
Landesmann sell his Sanders 
shirts to the crowd.

The pair say they fi rst 
tried to market Landesmann’s 
designs to the those lining up 
to get in, but gave up when 
the out-of-town vendors kept 
swooping in, pushing their 
racks in front of the teens, 
and eventually found they 
were more successful hang-
ing back to catch the 28,000 
crowd members on their way 
in and out. 

Landesmann says he ulti-
mately sold around 40 shirts 
— which he designed and 
printed at his family home, 
and presented on a rack he 
and Quinn crafted from plas-
tic pipes — for $10 a pop, reap-
ing a profi t of $350. Each shirt 
costs a “$3 and change” to 
make, and he will also pay his 
buddy for his help.

He won’t, however, be giv-
ing the Sanders campaign a 
cut of Sunday’s sales — even 
though he is a staunch sup-
porter, and spent a time volun-
teering for the junior senator 
in Vermont. 

Landesmann says he tried 
to price his shirts at $20, with 
$5 from each sale going to the 

presidential hopeful, but he 
just couldn’t compete with 
the bigger vendors and their 
mass-produced products, so 
he cut the cost — and the com-
mission. 

It was, he noted, a good les-
son in how the free market 
works.

“It’s a really good model 
of the market,” said the teen 
T-shirt tycoon, who also 
sells shirts with his own de-
signs online under the name 
 Landesmann Exports . “Cus-
tomers had a lot of choice, so 
prices went down.”

Most of the professional 
vendors claimed to give 
around 40 percent of their prof-
its to the Sanders campaign, 
but Landesmann and Quinn 
were extremely skeptical, and 
didn’t think they could be cov-
ering their travel expenses if 
that were the case.

“That doesn’t seem realis-
tic,” said Landesmann.

Many rally attendees said 
they don’t really care if shirt 

profi ts go to the candidate, 
anyway.

“I’m pretty sure they’re all 
just trying to make money,” 
said Manhattanite Josh 
Lorberblatt, who bought a 
shirt riffi ng on the Pabst Blue 

Ribbon logo while waiting 
in the line at 9 am. “But it’s 
good.”

Some, however, said they 
will go out of their way to pur-
chase merchandise that helps 

BY RUTH BROWN
Feel the spurn!

Brooklynites rejected 
hometown boy Sen. Bernie 
Sanders (I–Vermont) in fa-
vor of establishment choice 
Hillary Clinton in Tues-
day’s Democratic primary 
election, with around 60 per-
cent of borough Democrats 
opting for the former New 
York senator — despite the 
Midwood-born pol  heavily 
canvassing Kings County  
over the past two weeks, 

Bklyn’s Bern out!

TAKING A CHANCE: 17-year-old Park Slope native Chance Landesmann with his hand-printed Bernie Sanders 
shirts — a steal at $10.  Community News Group / Ruth Brown

Capitalism thrives during 
socialist Sanders’ Park rally

Continued on page 30

FUGHEDDABOUDIT: Voters 
in the Borough of Kings sent 
hometown hopeful Bernie Sand-
ers packing in the Democratic 
primary on April 19.
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By Anna Ruth Ramos

It’s a play on words!
A Crown Heights art gallery will 

present a short performance about 
Gertrude Stein’s one-sentence plays — 
but this show has no actors. The instal-
lation “Baby, said Alice B. Toklas…” 
uses automated characters made of cloth, 
with robot arms that pull them around 
the stage. The creator of the “experimen-
tal, self-performing theater” says it is the 
result of a long-time ambition. 

“For a long, long time, for 30 years, 
I’ve been wanting to make a self-per-
forming theater that nobody has to really 
do,” said artist Hanne Tierney, who is 
also the founder of the FiveMyles gal-
lery, where the show will appear.

The show uses draped pieces of fabric 
to represent avant-garde writer Gertrude 
Stein and her lover, Alice B. Toklas, who 
asks “Baby, why do you write plays like 
the way you do?” Stein tries to explain 
the merits of her plays as more than 
mere words and sentences, and their 
discussion, presented with a recorded 

audio track, is soon joined by cloth 
characters from Stein’s work, including 
colorful fabrics dancing in circles and 
several hula hoops that illustrate Stein’s 

“A Circular Play.” All of the words in 
the piece are inspired by Stein’s writing, 
said Tierney.  

“Everything that comes up is substan-

tiated with a text of Gertrude Stein’s,” 
she said.

The show is controlled by a visible 
robot brain, which is connected to 12 
motors that pull on almost 100 strings 
to drag the fabrics back and forth and 
sway them around, like a big puppet 
show. The system was engineered by 
Oskar Strautmanis, and coordinated by 
Tierney, who also made all of the props 
and sewed all of the textiles in the show. 
The show also incorporates music from 
Eric Satie that captures the vibe of the 
turn of the 20th century.

The 15-minute performance will hap-
pen whenever the audience arrives, said 
Tierney.

“You come in, you press the start but-
ton, and you sit down, listen, and watch,” 
she said. 

“Baby, said Alice B. Toklas…” at 
FiveMyles [558 St. Johns Pl. between 
Classon and Franklin avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 783–4438, www.fivemyles.
org]. Opening reception April 23, 5–8 pm. 
On display through May 15. Free.

Automated play stars a fabric Gertrude Stein 

Text and textiles: Artist Hanne Tierney stands with 
some of the hanging cloth figures in her “experi-
mental, self-performing theater” piece “Baby, said 
Alice B. Toklas…” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Woman of the cloth

Playing on a loop: The show’s hula hoops and cloth figures, which were assembled and arranged by 
Hanne Tierney, represent characters in Gertrude Stein’s “A Circular Play.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY LAUREN GILL
Dumbo is the new Trump Village!

Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner 
will be the new owner of the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses’ iconic Watchtower building in Dumbo 
and a massive chunk of vacant land ready to be 
fi lled with luxury high-rises, according to  a re-
cent New York Post report . 

Kushner — who is married to Trump’s 
daughter Ivanka,  is reportedly one of The Don-
ald’s closest advisors , and whose newspaper 
the New York Observer  recently published 
a glowing endorsement of his father-in-law 
for president  — has a hand-shake agreement, 
along with developers Aby Rosen and Livwrk, 
to buy up both the parking lot at the corner of 
Jay at Front streets and the Witness’s old Co-
lumbia Heights headquarters for $700 million, 
the paper reported.

Both are hot properties that real-estate mo-
guls have been salivating over for years. The 
vacant lot at 85 Jay St. is one of the few spare 
tracts of land in the pricey ’hood zoned for 
residential use — and Kushner and co. would 
be able to build several towers containing a 
thousand units there — while  the gargantuan 
Watchtower offi ce building  spans two city 
blocks and sports stunning views over the East 
River.

The Christmas-shunning church is selling 
off its Dumbo properties before  relocating up-
state next year .

The purchase would not be the fi rst time the 
trio has broken bread with the religious sect — 
it  bought fi ve of the other Witness buildings 
in 2013 for $373 million , and has since started 

turning the skyway-connected complex into an 
offi ce, restaurant, and retail mega-hub dubbed 
Dumbo Heights, and also reportedly plans on 
turning a sixth  into a swank hotel .

Dumbo business boosters say they’re happy 
with what the controversial Republican front-
runner’s kin has done in the neighborhood so 
far, and they’re looking forward to him build-
ing more walls in the future. 

“If this happens, we’d be delighted,” said 
Alexandria Sica of the Dumbo Improvement 
District. “This team is doing great things with 
Dumbo Heights and we are excited to see what 
they’ll have in store on Jay Street.”

Donald Trump’s father, Fred, was respon-
sible for several buildings in Brooklyn, in-
cluding the vast Trump Village complex in 
Brighton Beach, where the tycoon  cut his teeth 
collecting rents as a youngster .

Kushner Properties declined to comment, 
and the other developers did not respond to re-
quests for comment by press time.

ONE TO WATCHTOWER: (Above) The old Watchtower building in Dumbo could soon be owned by developer 
Jared Kushner (bottom right), who is married to Ivanka Trump and thus the son-in-law of controversial presi-
dential hopeful Donald Trump (top right). Photo by Elizabeth Graham

BY LAUREN GILL
The city plans on hand-
ing over an old Downtown 
Board of Education build-
ing to a developer, in a deal 
that could spell the end for 
both the 116-year-old struc-
ture and historic Red Hook 
Lane, but also create space 
for a new public school, a lo-
cal leader announced last 
Wednesday, 

City offi cials will soon 
ask real-estate companies 
to submit pitches for the 
site of the handsome Beaux 
Arts building that fronts 
onto Livingston Street and 
makes an L-shape around 
to the laneway, Community 
Board 2 district manager 
Rob Perris told the panel at 
its monthly meeting. 

He says the winning 
structure will include space 
for a 500- to 700-seat public 
school, which would help 
ease the squeeze that Down-
town’s development boom 
has placed on local houses 
of learning.

“[The city] acknowledged 
the need for additional 
school capacity Downtown,” 
said Perris, who says he has 
met with the city’s Educa-
tion Construction Fund, 
Department of Housing and 
Preservation, and Economic 
Development Corporation to 
discuss the plan.

A spokesman for the Cor-
poration, which is the city’s 
development arm, con-
fi rmed the plan to redevelop 
the building, but claimed a 
school is just one possibility 
for the space at this stage.

Either way, the winning 
developer would score a 
99-year lease on the land, 
where they will likely be 
able to erect a sizable struc-
ture — as Downtown’s zon-
ing has no set height caps — 
that could include housing, 
retail, or offi ces. 

Preservationists  have 
called for the city to land-
mark the stately brick build-
ing in the past , but that 
never happened, and now it 
is possible the entire thing 
will be razed, the spokes-

man said. 
The rep says the scheme 

is still contingent on it se-
curing air rights from Red 
Hook Lane — which is still 
a street you can drive down, 
but was technically  de-
mapped as part of the 2004 
Downtown Plan  — to allow 
the developer extra altitude, 
and it still hasn’t guaran-
teed it can do that. 

It is also possible the city 
will close off Red Hook Lane 
entirely for a new build-
ing, Perris reported, which 
would be the end of  one of 
the borough’s oldest streets  
as well as the end of a popu-
lar artery to Fulton Mall.

“It could have serious 
implications for how people 
get around,” he said.

Local families and pols 
 have been demanding  the 
city build a new school in 
the neighborhood — which 
has accumulated 7,000 new 
units since the 2004 rezon-
ing — fearing an impend-
ing overcrowding crisis in 
an area where  some schools  
are  already  bursting at the 
seams.

Perris said the proposed 
school may not be for grade-
schoolers, though — since 
it would be surrounded by 
busy and dangerous roads 
— but the city could in-
stead move an existing mid-
dle or high school into the 

City may raze 
old Board of Ed 
building for new 

development

CLASS ACT: The 116-year-old 
Board of Education building on 
Livingston Street may not be long 
for this world. 
 Jim.henderson / Wikimedia

It’s the Trump card! 
Report: Donald’s son-in-law to buy big in Dumbo

SALE OF A LIFETIME: Kusher is also said to be pur-
chasing this empty lot, where he would be able to 
build luxury apartments.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

Continued on page 12
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Thanks to a unique part-
nership with Generation 
Schools Network and CBS 
EcoMedia’s EducationAd 
program, Municipal Credit 
Union (MCU) is provid-
ing high school students at 
Brooklyn Generation School 
with important technology 
upgrades that will better 
prepare them for STEAM-
focused fields, and enhance 
their educational experi-
ences by bringing technol-
ogy into classrooms.

MCU is supporting non-
profit Generation Schools 
Network by providing iPads 
and Tablet Storage Carts 
for Brooklyn Generation 
School. MCU’s funding will 
provide the technology for 
the school’s 300 students 
and 30 teachers. It is part of 
MCU’s corporate mission to 
give back to the communi-
ties where its members live 
and work. The project is also 
part of Brooklyn Generation 
School’s larger initiative to 
transform itself into a one-

to-one computing campus, 
will make technology more 
accessible to students, bring 
technology into classrooms, 
and ultimately expand its 
blended learning model 
where classroom instruc-
tion is supplemented by web-
enhanced instruction. MCU 
also gave a financial literacy 
presentation to students as 

part of their contribution to 
the school. 

Located in what was for-
merly the South Shore High 
School campus, Brooklyn 
Generation School serves 
9th, 10th, 11th and 12th 
grade students in the Ca-
narsie and East Flatbush 
neighborhoods. Its strong 
partnership with Genera-

tion Schools Network en-
ables it to expand learning 
time for students without 
increasing the work year 
for teachers. The partner-
ship also allows the school 
to tap into resources that 
engage students and create 
enriching opportunities for 
learning. Through founda-
tion, studio, and college and 
career-intensive courses, 
Brooklyn Generation School 
is uniquely positioned to ex-
pose its students to a variety 
of career choices, transform 
college and career guidance, 
develop and execute on post-
secondary plans, increase 
graduation rates and ulti-
mately close the opportunity 
gap.

“We’re very proud to 
support the Brooklyn Gen-
eration School,” said MCU 
President/CEO Kam Wong. 
“Education empowers young 
people to thrive, and we are 
happy to aid in the learning 
experience of these students 
through our donation that 

will help provide new high-
tech learning equipment 
and through the valuable 
knowledge shared in our Fi-
nancially Fit program. To-
gether, our efforts will give 
these students the tools that 
are necessary for success 
both in the classroom and in 
life.”

“It’s exciting to know that 
through this partnership 
with Municipal Credit Union 
and CBS EcoMedia Inc., 
Brooklyn Generation will 
bring technology into the 
classroom, creating a nim-
bler technological structure, 
enhancing classroom peda-
gogy, and building student 
capacities,” said Jonathan 
Spear, Co-Founder and Chief 
Learning Officer of Genera-
tion Schools Network.

Sherry Goldman, Gold-
man Communications Group, 
sherry@goldmanpr.net, 718-
224-4133.

Michael Mattone, Munici-
pal Credit Union, mmattone@
nymcu.org, 212-238-3512.

Municipal Credit Union brings 
technology upgrades to high school 

students in the Flatlands
Funding provides iPads, benefitting more than 300 students and teachers

BY LAUREN GILL
Kitty-corner them!

Brooklyn Heights resi-
dents are worried that several 
big construction projects in 
the nabe will attract an infl ux 
of rats, but one local citizen 
says he has the solution — an 
army of feral cats to patrol the 
streets, devouring the beady-
eyed rodents.

“It’s a no-brainer,” said 
Roberto Gautier, who lives 
on Cadman Plaza West. “It’s 
a tradition to always see cats 
around restaurants, kitchens, 
and grocery stores to get rid of 
the rats.” 

The Heights resident says 
upcoming work on the  Brook-
lyn Heights Library  and 
 Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way  will have rats crawl-
ing by the thousands to hide 
amongst the construction 
detritus — which,  as neigh-
bors of Atlantic Yards will 
tell you , they are wont to do 
— and offi cials need to start 
exploring out-of-the-box solu-

tions to the problem. 
Gautier, who is on the com-

munity advisory commit-
tee for the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway maintenance, 
is proposing the city copy  a 
program from Chicago  —  the 
“rattiest” city in the country, 
according to pest control com-
pany Orkin  — in which people 
pay $500 dollars to command 
their own killer pussy platoon 
— which come with all their 
shots, spayed and neutered, 
and an outdoor shelter to live 
in — in patrolling a territory 
for the disease-ridden pests. 
The developers could even foot 
the bill, he suggested.

And one Windy City woman 
says the idea isn’t as hair-
brained as it sounds — she ad-
opted a trio of feral felines to 
police her area as part of the 
aforementioned Cats at Work 
program, and her once-skepti-
cal neighbors are now thrilled 
with their vermin-free block. 

“It’s very effective,” said 
Anne Beall, who wrote a book 

about the program’s success. 
“At fi rst people were laugh-
ing at us, saying that it was 
kind of silly, and then people 
started thanking us.”

But not everyone is crazy 
about the wild scheme — Chi-
cago avian afi cionados say 
the untamed kitties are more 
interested in catching birds 

than diffi cult-to-devour giant 
rats, and have labeled the cats 
an invasive species,  according 
to a Chicago Tribune report . 

And at least one local pest-
control expert is skeptical 
the program will work here, 
claiming the rat population 
is too large for the predatory 
pussies to make a dent — and 

the big ones are just outright 
diffi cult to kill — and sug-
gested those living near con-
struction sites would have 
more success just wrapping 
up their garbage and making 
sure the lids on their trash 
bins are shut tight.

“New York City is always 

KITTY PATROL

PUSSIES GALORE: Brooklyn Heights resident Roberto Gautier (pictured here with domesticated and stuffed 
cats) says the city should bring in feral cats to control the nabe’s rat problem.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Heights man: Army of feral 
cats can solve rat problem

Continued on page 10
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SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

DRESSES FROM $999
ACCESSORIES FROM $59

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale

Vintage Clothing  Antiques  Furniture
Artisinal Foods and More!

Something for Everyone

718.332.0026 
WWW.METROFLEA.NYC

3 GREAT LOCATIONS

METRO FLEA SOHO 
WEST HOUSTON STREET (BETWEEN THOMPSON & MACDOUGAL) 

EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
10 AM-DUSK

METRO FLEA BROOKLYN/PS 321
180 SEVENTH AVENUE (BETWEEN 1ST & 2ND STREETS)

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY
9 AM TILL 5 PM

METRO FLEA LITTLE ITALY 
109 MULBERRY STREET (NEAR CANAL STREET)

 EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT
(BEGINS APRIL 8TH)

3 PM TILL 10PM
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SINCE 1995

36-HOUR  
ADOPTION EVENT

9AM SATURDAY, APRIL 30
thru 9PM SUNDAY, MAY 1

Over 700 Dogs, Cats, Puppies & Kittens 
Available for Adoption!

Plus, Fun for the Entire Family!

Edie Falco 
Actress  

Adopted Niko 
 in 2015

re Family!

Kathryn Erbe 
Actress 

Adopted Lilah  
in 2008 &  

Tallulah in 2010

ADO

Special Guests
EDIE FALCO

& 
KATHRYN ERBE

Proud Adopters & Loyal Supporters,  
Found a Friend for Life!

Presenting Sponsor: 25 Davis Ave, Port Washington, NY 
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

#PetAdoptathon
Photos By Lori Cannava & Jacqueline Mia Foster*Adoption subject to approval, must be 21 years of age or older to adopt.

COME EARLY!
SATURDAY, APRIL 30*

FREE ADOPTIONS FOR THE FIRST 100 APPROVED ADOPTERS

SUNDAY, MAY 1*
THE FIRST 50 ADOPTIONS FREE,  

BEGINNING AT 12:01 AM, FOR APPROVED ADOPTERS

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 4/30/16.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

34 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances

BY DENNIS LYNCH
She’s got a school in every 
port.

Schools Chancellor Car-
men Farina is telling people 
around the city she wants to 
build a specialized maritime 
middle school in their back-
yards. The longtime educator 
told the Staten Island Advance 
on April 7 that the far-fl ung 
island is the “perfect place” 
to build a middle school that 
would feed into the New York 
Harbor School high school on 
Governors Island. But she al-
ready told a Brooklyn state 
senator that Brooklyn — a 
hop-skip over Buttermilk 
Channel from the Governors 
Island school — was tops in 
her heart.

“She told us she wants 
the school in Sunset Park or 
Red Hook,” said Jim Vogel, a 
spokesman for state Sen. Vel-
manette Montgomery (D–Red 
Hook).

Farina told Montgomery to 

“just fi nd me a place” for the 
school in her district several 
months ago, Montgomery told 
this paper.

The Department of Educa-
tion is just playing the fi eld, a 
spokeswoman said.

“A great deal of community 
engagement would have to be 
completed before anything 
could move forward,” spokes-
woman Toya Holness said.

But the school must drop 
anchor in Brooklyn so local 
youth may learn much-needed 
maritime skills and land good-
paying, sea-faring jobs, one 
sea dog said.

“Providing opportunities 
for all New Yorkers to have ac-
cess to this job market is criti-
cally important if we’re going 
to build a healthy, robust mar-
itime industry that refl ects 
the diversity of the city,” said 
Tom Fox, who founded the 
New York Water Taxi and has 
worked closely with the Gov-
ernors Island high school.

Funding for new schools is 
based on need, location, and 
grade level — and the city has 
not set aside money specifi -
cally for a maritime school, 
education offi cials said.

Montgomery’s staff is look-
ing for sites with an eye toward 
existing buildings the city 

could inexpensively retrofi t as 
a middle school, Vogel said.

“Finding a suitable space 
that can be built out would 
go pretty far towards push-
ing the deal forward, starting 
from scratch is more expen-
sive,” he said.

The local community 

board’s school site-selection 
committee pointed out three 
potential sites for such a 
school in Sunset Park — one 
at a recently shuttered utili-
ties building near the Army 
Terminal, and two on Second 
Avenue near 49th and 52nd 
streets.

Port of gall!

REELY CLOSE TO BROOKLYN: Kids from the New York Harbor School on Governors Island haul in a fi sh with 
Red Hook’s iconic cranes in the background. Carmen Farina (inset) told pols she wants to build a similar middle 
school on Brooklyn’s waterfront.  New York Harbor School

Farina offers maritime school 
to Brooklyn — and the Rock!
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5th Avenue & 
45th Street
New York City

Monday, April 25-Friday, April 29
12:00-4:00pm
 Live DJ with trivia and prizes

 Photos with the Larry O’Brien NBA Championship Trophy

 Pop-a-Shot tournaments

Tuesday, April 26 & Thursday, April 28
12:00-4:00pm
 NBA Fashion Tattoo Bar

Friday, April 29
1:00-2:00pm
 Appearance by NBA legend John Starks 
 & the Knick City Dancers**

*Appearance, event dates and times subject to change. **NBA Store fans who purchase $10 or more of NBA Store merchandise will receive an autograph 
pass to meet John Starks. Limited quantity, while supplies last. No outside merchandise.
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Scared outta the deli 
A bozo tried to steal money from 

his own local deli on Smith Street 
on April 12.

The knucklehead attempted to 
hold up the cashier at the store be-
tween Carroll and Second streets at 
9:30 pm by pretending to have a gun 
in his right hand. But the cashier 
refused, and the guy fl ed without 
anything, according to authorities. 

The cashier told police the no-
goodnik is a frequent customer. 

Just did it
A sneaker freak stole three pairs 

of Nike sneakers from a hallway at 
a Bowne Street cruise terminal on 
April 16. 

A Nike employee told police the 
six shoes were missing after he 
checked the inventory at the port 
near King Street around 3:20 pm. 

Broken window
A punk broke the window of a 

parked car on Imlay Street some-
time overnight on April 17. 

The victim parked his black Mer-
cedez Benz between Pioneer and Ve-
rona streets at 10:30 pm. When he 
returned at 9:30 am the next day, he 
noticed some vandal had broken the 
driver’s-side window, though noth-
ing was missing from the car, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Flushed away 
A scoundrel stole a girl’s phone 

in a Hoyt Street home on April 14. 
The 20-year-old girl left her Sam-

sung Galaxy phone on a table while 
she went to the bathroom in her 
friend’s house near Bond Street at 
8:30 pm. But someone must have 
swiped it while she was gone, be-
cause it wasn’t there when she got 
back, according to authorities. 

Caught in the act
Police cuffed an 18-year-old guy 

who they say tried to break into a 
home on Summit Street on the af-
ternoon of April 14.

A 45-year-old woman was outside 
the home between Van Brunt and 
Columbia streets at 12:10 pm when 
she saw the suspect allegedly trying 
to open the front door, according to 
authorities. Cops charged the guy 
with burglary and criminal mis-
chief.  — Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Subway clash
Police slapped cuffs on a man 

who they say fought cops after he 
tried to get a free subway ride in a 

station near Joralemon Street on 
April 14.

An offi cer saw the man walking 
through an emergency gate in a sta-
tion near Court Street at 4:35 pm 
and approached the guy, asking him 
to show his identifi cation, but he al-
legedly refused, yelling “Y’all n----- 
ain’t doing nothing,” according to a 
report.

The cop attempted to handcuff 
the man, but he allegedly started to 
throw punches, causing the police-
man to fall to the ground and hurt 
his right knee, authorities said. The 
guy continued to fi ght the offi cer 
while he was on the ground until a 
stranger tackled the man, authori-
ties said.

The suspect ran away, but police 
found his personal documents and 
tracked him down, a report said. 

Dropped call
A lawbreaker snatched a wom-

an’s phone as she was walking up the 
stairs of the Borough Hall subway 
station on Court Street on April 11.

Authorities said the woman was 
trudging up the stairs near Court 
Street at 3:40 pm when the scoun-
drel bumped her and took her iP-
hone 6 Plus from her hands. 

Relayed
Cops collared two guys who they 

say stole a woman’s phone in a sub-
way station on Pacifi c Street on 
April 11.

The victim claims the man 
grabbed her Samsung Galaxy Edge 
from her hands in the station near 
Fourth Avenue at 3:20 pm. She ran 
after the guy and he fell down, al-
legedly passing the phone off to an-
other guy, cops said. A witness even-
tually stopped the man and police 
slapped cuffs on the pair, according 
to a report.

Cone head
Police arrested a man who they 

say threw a traffi c cone at a cop on 
Henry Street on April 12.

Authorities said a policeman 
was issuing a parking summons to 
the man near Orange Street at 2 pm 
when the guy allegedly hurled the 
orange plastic cone at him, injuring 
his right hand. The cop went to the 
hospital for treatment, according to 
a report. 

Withdrawn
A pair of goons forced a woman 

to take out $756 from an automated 
teller machine on Flatbush Avenue 

on April 12 and then made off with 
her cash.

The victim told cops the punks 
walked her to the bank near Atlan-
tic Avenue at 2:14 pm and made her 
take out hundreds of dollars. When 
she grabbed the cash out of the ma-
chine, the two cads took the money 
and ran off, police said.

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Riding dirty
Two swindlers stole a cab after 

feigning a heart attack and ended 
their joyride by crashing the vehi-
cle on Fulton Street on April 16.

The cabbie told police he picked 
up two strangers as he was travel-
ing on the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway towards Staten Island at 
1:55 am, and as he was driving, one 
of the transients told him his friend 
was going into cardiac arrest.

But while the driver was dialing 
911, one of the baddies grabbed him 
by the shirt and ripped him out of 
the vehicle, then both drove off in 
the car, police said.

Police were able to track down 
the vehicle to Fulton Street and 
Hale Avenue, where two offi cers ap-
prehended the men.

But when authorities attempted 
to cuff them, the jerks tried to run 
over one of the offi cers and crashed 
the vehicle into an unmarked squad 
car. Cops say the punks had re-
moved the EZpass, global position-
ing system, and phone charger from 
the vehicle and had ripped through 
roof panels, meter, and credit card 
machine wires. 

Golden opportunity
A lout stole a guy’s necklaces by 

holding him up at gunpoint on Ful-
ton Street on April 16. 

The victim told authorities he 
was near Gates Avenue at 11:10 pm 
when the rustler pulled out a gun, 
barking “Give me that.” The jerk 
then forcibly removed two gold 
chains from the victim’s neck and 
fl ed, according to a report. 

Squeeze and steal
Some weasel stole a woman’s wal-

let from her bag as they were aboard 
a crowded train near Flatbush Ave-
nue on April 12.

The woman told authorities 
she boarded a crowded Prospect 
Heights-bound caboose at Nevins 
Street station at 8:30 am and posted 

up nearest the door, but as the train 
was holding in the station, the thief 
pushed his way onboard, position-
ing himself behind her.

At that point, she began to feel 
the louse squeeze her from behind 
and tug on her clothing and purse, 
causing her to become uncomfort-
able, so she stepped off the train 
with her husband before the doors 
closed and the jerk stayed onboard, 
police said.

The victim and her spouse 
boarded the next train, but when 
she got to her offi ce, she discovered 
her wallet was gone from her purse, 
according to a report.

She contacted her credit card 
companies to cancel her cards and 
discovered the knave had already 
made several unauthorized pur-
chases, police said. — Lauren Gill

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Brutal mugging
A brute mugged a man just out-

side of his Third Street apartment 
building on April 15.

The victim had just left the 
building between Keap and Hooper 
streets at 3:30 pm when the villain 
jumped out at him and punched him 
in the head and neck, then threw 
him to the ground, cops said. 

When the victim hit the ground, 
his pants ripped open and $181 cash 
fell out, and the miscreant grabbed 
the cash and ran, police reported.

Cell off
A creep grabbed a woman’s phone 

out of her jacket pocket outside of a 
Varet Street bodega on April 15.

The victim was standing out-
side the store between the Avenue 
of Puerto Rico and Humboldt Street 
at 1:45 pm when the villain came up 
to her and put his hand in her left 
jacket pocket, grabbed the phone, 
then ran off fl ed, police said..

Bedroom raid
A burglar ransacked a woman’s 

Scholes Street apartment while she 
was at work on April 15, cops said.

The lady told police the window 
of her fi re escape was unlocked at 
her abode between Marcy Avenue 
and Borinquen Place, but there was 
also signs of forced entry.

Slashing sicko 
A blade-wielding fi end slashed a 

woman’s face on Union Avenue in 
the early morning of April 17.

Police say the woman was be-
tween Stagg and Scholes streets at 
4 am when the brute jumped out at 
her and said “I’m gonna f--- you up” 
before pulling out a metal weapon 
and cutting her.

The woman went to Woodhull 
Medical Center for treatment to the 
laceration on her face. 
 — Maddie Anthony
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going to have a rodent problem and 
rather than residents depending on fe-
ral cats to take care of the problem they 
should take steps to eliminate the ro-
dents,” said James Molluso, who owns 
Marine Park extermination company 
Northeastern Exterminating.

But Gautier remains steadfast, and 
plans to petition elected offi cials with 

his plan at an upcoming Brooklyn 
Heights town hall meeting starring 
Councilman Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill), Assemblywoman Jo Ann Simon 
(D–Brooklyn Heights), and state Sen. 
Velmanette Montgomery (D–Boerum 
Hill).

Levin —  who garnered accolades 
from the People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals last year when he res-
cued a feisty pregnant cat off the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway  — declined to 
offer his thoughts on the idea. 

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted
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Fidelis Care is working to
keep our members and
the community healthy.

?Shots
Are your child's immunizations up to date?

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

•  Whooping Cough •  Flu
•  Polio •  Measles
•  Hepatitis  •  Chickenpox
•  Rotavirus •  Tetanus
•  Mumps and more...
•  Diphtheria

1-888-FIDELIS
(1-888-343-3547)  |  TTY: 1-800-421-1220

fideliscare.org

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
It was a crimson letter day!

A Crown Heights high-school senior 
says he was stunned into silence when 
a scholarship organization surprised 
him with a full ride to Harvard during 
a school assembly last Wednesday.

“I was so overwhelmed with emo-
tion, I was at a loss for words,” said 
Ethan Ambrose from Medgar Evers 
College Prep School. 

The 17-year-old scholar said he al-
ready knew he was heading to the pres-
tigious Ivy League school this fall, but 
he had no idea about the life-changing 
scholarship before a rep from the Jack 
Kent Cooke Foundation made the an-
nouncement in an auditorium full of 
his classmates. 

Ambrose said he thought he was in 
the auditorium to give a talk on a lead-
ership program he is involved in.

The scholarship covers $40,000 a 
year, and automatically makes him 
eligible for a $50,000 per-year scholar-
ship for grad school.

Ambrose says he plans to study 
neurobiology. 

Crown Heights 
teen earns full 
ride to Harvard

SCHOLARLY SURPRISE: High-school senior 
Ethan Ambrose, who plans to attend Harvard 
in the fall, found out on April 13 that he won 
a ton of cash to cover his college costs. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued from page 4 

FERAL CATS
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WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

NYCFIGHT BACK
THE ZIKA VIRUS

BY:
THE ZIKA VIRUS CAN BE DANGEROUS TO WOMEN WHO ARE PREGNANT OR ARE TRYING TO BECOME 

PREGNANT BECAUSE IT MAY CAUSE BIRTH DEFECTS

Call 311 to report standing water or visit nyc.gov/health for more information.

REMOVING STANDING WATER SO MOSQUITOES CAN’T BREED
APPLYING INSECT REPELLENT & COVERING EXPOSED SKIN TO AVOID BITES

USING WINDOW SCREENS TO KEEP MOSQUITOES OUT

Bill de Blasio 
Mayor

Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH 
Commissioner

WE CAN PREVENT THE SPREAD OF ZIKA AND OTHER MOSQUITO-BORNE VIRUSES
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Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.
That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

BY LAUREN GILL
They laid down the law!

A squad of soccer-playing police of-
fi cers beat a team of fussballing fi re-
fi ghters in a star-studded tournament 
at Brooklyn Bridge Park last Saturday, 
and the coach of the winning side said 
the long-standing rivalry between the 
two departments made the victory ex-
tra sweet.

“It’s always good to beat them,” said 
Police Department coach Ron Mejia. 
“Even though they’re friends off the 
fi eld, when they get on the fi eld they 
get really competitive.” 

New York’s Finest topped New 
York’s Bravest 2–1, netting the win-
ning goal in the fi nal three minutes of 
the heart-pounding contest.

The game was part of the annual 
New York Fest, which pits hundreds of 
players from the media world against 
each other on the soccer fi eld. Some of 
the stars even pitched in for the battle 
between the two departments, includ-
ing “The Daily Show” host Trevor 
Noah, who played for the fi refi ghters.

The two teams have faced off seven 
times this year, and the cops now have 
the edge — netting their fourth win in 
Brooklyn’s Front Yard, according to 
Mejia.

Mejia said the team — which has 
been around since 1988 — plays in 
charity games around the world, and 
has kicked off for a good cause in ex-
otic locations such as Colombia, South 
Korea, and Ecuador. 

Saturday’s event raised money for 
America Scores New York, a year-
round after-school program that 
teaches kids soccer, poetry, and me-
dia. 

Most of the guys used their vaca-
tion time to play in the match on Sat-
urday, said Mejia, but all of the smiles 
across the pitch made it worth it. 

“It was a great time,” he said. “A 
lot of people who looked like they were 
having fun.” 

SQUAD GOALS! 
Finest beat Bravest in soccer match

IN IT TO WIN IT: Firefi ghters and police of-
fi cers faced off in a nail-biting soccer match 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park.  
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

new digs, then put a new elementary 
school in its old space. 

The rep, however, claimed the city 
is still hashing out the details of the 
plan and is unable to provide any spe-
cifi cs at this time, though it will con-

sult with the community before mov-
ing ahead. 

“NYCEDC is in the early stages 
of exploring potential development 
at this site,” said spokesman An-
thony Hogrebe. “While it’s too early 
to speak to specifi c uses, we look for-
ward to working with community 
leaders and hearing their ideas in 
the months ahead.”

Continued from page 3 

BOARD OF ED
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SPRING IS HERE!
You don’t have to suffer with your

BACK, NECK OR KNEE PAIN!
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BY ZACH JONES
They had a ball — and now 
they’re off to one!

Hundreds of Brooklyn 
teens scored new clothes, 
accessories, and makeovers 
for their upcoming proms in 
Crown Heights last week, at 
an event organizers say was 
designed to make sure ev-
ery local kid can attend their 
school dance looking like a 
million bucks — regardless 
of how much money they 
have.

“We want to make sure 

these ladies and gentle-
men still have the opportu-
nity to feel special on their 
prom day,” said Letitia Gra-
ham, president of the Junior 
League of Brooklyn, which 
organized the Day of Beauty 
event. 

In addition to fi tting 
around 400 teens with dresses 
and suits, volunteer staff at 
the event cut and styled the 
high schoolers’ hair and did 
makeup for the young ladies.

Graham says that her 

Dressed to thrill!
SHE’S GOT THE LOOK: Orisa Gutierrez poses for her prom portrait 
after scoring a new dress and makeover. Photo by Louise Wateridge

VBY LAUREN GILL
This isn’t your grandma’s elec-
tric bike!

A Cobble Hill cycle store 
is peddling a new battery-
powered bike that is a far ride 
from the illicit motorized de-
livery bikes that plague the 
borough’s streets, according 
to an employee. For one thing, 
they’re totally legal, and for an-
other, they actually look cool, 
he said.

“A lot of people don’t want to 
buy an electric bicycle because 
they’re ugly or for old people,” 
said Brent van Assen, a Pros-
pect Heights resident who man-
ages the Van Moof store on Bal-
tic Street near Court Street. 
“Most of the time people don’t 
know it’s an electric bicycle un-
til you tell them.”

The city made most electric 
bikes illegal in 2004, but Van 
Moof’s version is permitted 
because it requires the user to 
do most of the work to power it 
and does not depend solely on 
the motor to operate, accord-
ing to a rep for the police de-
partment.

The high-tech rides have a 
small motor in the front wheel 
hub that gives riders some ex-
tra oomph as they pedal, but 
switches off after the two-
wheeler reaches 21.5 miles per 
hour. 

The bikes — which cost be-
tween $2,000 to $3,000 — come 
with a touch screen, where rid-
ers select how much assistance 
they want while riding. Van 
Assen claims that the motor 
is barely audible and people on 
the street wouldn’t be able to 

pick out an electric bike from a 
traditional bike. 

“The sound that you hear is 
the sound of the tires against 
the road,” he said. 

There is still some extra leg-
work involved — it takes six 
hours to recharge the battery 
to full capacity, he said. But 
once it is juiced up, it lasts for 
75 miles — enough to ride over 
the Brooklyn Bridge and back 
38 times.

That is just as well, as Van 
Assen says many of the people 
who come in looking for the 
souped-up cycles are commut-
ers who need some extra help 
as they pedal over bridges and 
hills on their way to the offi ce 
— or moms who want a leg-up 
while carting around their 
youngsters.

“A lot of people who com-
mute from Brooklyn to Man-
hattan and think the bridges 
or distances are too much are 
looking at them,” he said. 

Try out an electric bike at 
Van Moof [269 Baltic St. be-
tween Court and Smith streets 
in Cobble Hill, (347) 227–7477].

Two tired? Hop on one of 
these legal electric bikes!

MODERN SPOKES: Brent Van As-
sen is peddling — and pedaling 
— electric bikes at Van Moof in 
Cobble Hill.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued on page 30
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SPECIALIZING IN
Customized Facials with 

Dermatologica Products
Hair Removal 

Facial & Body Vein Removal 
Rosacia

Acne Scars    Facial Massage 
Skin Tightening/Wrinkles

Our Advanced CUTERA XEO 
Laser System allows us to treat 
both dark & light skin patients

By Licensed Esthetician 
Alla Kimmel

Botox, Fillers, Liposuction by:
Dr. Zakir Sabri

Board Certifi ed Plastic Surgeon

For a FREE Analysis & Consultation of Your Skin
Call 718-833-4222

370 Bay Ridge Parkway  Brooklyn, NY 11209
WWW.SKINDOCTORSNYC.COM

GR
AN

D 

OP
ENI

NG

20% 
OFF 

ANY SERVICE

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!
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This NHL season, Ridgewood Savings Bank 
sponsored a program called “Save with Ridge-
wood” to support Gateway Youth Outreach and 
IMPACCT Brooklyn with every save made by New 
York Islanders goalies.

Ridgewood Savings Bank teamed up with the 
New York Islanders to benefit two local charities by 
donating $10 for every save made by an Island-
ers goalie during the 2015-16 season. After 2,241 
saves, the program, called “Save with Ridgewood,” 
netted checks of $12,695 each to Gateway Youth 
Outreach and IMPACCT Brooklyn, two charities 
selected by Ridgewood to help in their missions 
and good works throughout Brooklyn & Nassau 
County.

“We work with many worthy causes in the 
communities we serve, however these particular 
charities were chosen specifically for their im-
pact in each of the areas they serve in Nassau 
and Brooklyn” said Christopher F. Smith, Ridge-
wood Savings Bank’s Vice President & CRA Of-
ficer. Gateway Youth Outreach (GYO) is based in 
Elmont, NY serving the needs of Nassau county 
communities that help young people and families 
with counseling, summer programs, and after 
school homework assistance programs. IMPACCT 
Brooklyn creates and preserves affordable hous-
ing, and prevents displacement to enhance the 
economic, racial and cultural diversity of Central 
Brooklyn. “Additionally each charity promotes fi-
nancial literacy,” said Smith, “an endeavor that we 
promote in all our communities.” 

Pat Boyle, GYO Executive Director, stated, “We 
could not be more pleased with this opportunity 
to share and promote our cause of helping kids 
and families while being associated with a caring 
bank like Ridgewood Savings Bank as well as the 
New York Islanders. Having Ridgewood Savings 
Bank recognize the importance of housing in our 
communities says that what we are doing is mean-
ingful. We are very excited to receive the support 
and recognition of Ridgewood Savings Bank as we 
work to advance our mission in the communities 
we serve.” said Deborah Howard, Executive Direc-
tor, IMPACCT Brooklyn.

Throughout the year, the  Islanders’ website 
(www.newyorkislanders.com/RSBsave) tracked 
the number of saves made and translated it into 
dollars pledged so that fans could track the do-

nation as the season progressed. Leonard Stekol, 
Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank commented, “This was 
an exciting program for our bank and the commu-
nities we serve. We were able to donate $22,410 
to these charities through goals saved, along with 
an additional $2,980 that the Islanders raised 
through tickets sales.” At the end of the post-sea-
son, additional funds will be donated based on the 
final amount of saves made by the Islanders.

ABOUT RIDGEWOOD SAVINGS BANK 
Founded in 1921, Ridgewood Savings Bank 

is the largest mutual savings bank in New York 
State, with over $5 billion dollars in assets. With 
35 branches in the New York area, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank continues to serve its community as 
it did in 1921, with their continued focus always on 
their customers. 

ABOUT IMPACCT BROOKLYN
Now in its 52nd year, IMPACCT Brooklyn (for-

merly Pratt Area Community Council) is one of 
Brooklyn’s premier community development cor-
porations serving Central Brooklyn. The organiza-
tion works hand-in-hand with low and moderate-
income community members and stakeholders to 
preserve, develop and market affordable housing. 
They aim to create homeownership opportunities, 
protect tenant rights, combat predatory lending 
practices and prevent home-loss. In addition, 
they focus on promoting commercial revitalization, 
strengthening small local businesses and improv-
ing the financial wellbeing of community residents 
through education and counseling.

ABOUT GYO
Gateway Youth Outreach Inc. (GYO) is a non-

profit, voluntary and community-based organiza-
tion that provides many services to the youth in the 
Sewanhaka Central High School District and the 
communities around it. GYO enhances the com-
munity’s efforts to provide an environment where 
adolescents can develop self-awareness while en-
gaged in productive and healthy pursuits. Caring 
professionals provide services and counseling to 
help implement GYO’s youth development goals.

���

Facebook: RidgewoodBank  |  Linkedin: ridgewood-savings-bank
YouTube: RidgewoodBank 

71-02 Forest Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender.

RIDGEWOOD SAVINGS BANK AND THE NEW YORK
ISLANDERS DONATE MORE THAN $25,000 TO TWO LOCAL 

CHARITIES THROUGH “SAVE WITH RIDGEWOOD” PROGRAM

Pictured from Left to right: Christopher F. Smith, Ridgewood Savings Bank’s Vice President & CRA Officer, Pat 
Boyle, GYO Executive Director, Leonard Stekol, Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer Deb Howard, 
Executive Director, IMPACCT Brooklyn, Matt Schettino, Director of Marketing, Ridgewood Savings Bank

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The original was a flop, but 

they’re hoping the sequel will be a 
box-office smash!

A controversial Council bill that 
forces filmmakers to inform Brook-
lynites of the shoots that regularly 
close their streets — which has been 
languishing for years due to indus-
try opposition — is getting reboot, 
and audiences are already giving it 
rave reviews.

“There are so many movies being 
filmed, we should get a report at the 
very least,” said Williamsburg resi-
dent and longtime activist Jan Pe-
terson.

Councilman Steve Levin’s (D–
Greenpoint) original bill,  first 
pitched in 2013 , forces the city to pro-
vide communities with monthly on-
line reports detailing all filming in 
their neighborhood — and who is be-
hind it — as well as an annual analy-
sis on the public costs and benefits 
of the productions. 

Currently, residents rely on a 
trickle-down system to find out about 
filming in their neighborhoods — 
the city alerts Council members, 
who clue in community boards, who 
relay the information via e-mail to 
anyone who has asked for updates. 

Most people aren’t signed up for 
the messages, though, and find out 
about filming only when a “no park-
ing” notice appears outside their 
door, or they return home one day 
to find  their street has been turned 
into a 19th-century dirt road . 

Living on a film set is a hassle, 
residents say — dealing with extra 
trash, noise, and idling trucks — 

and they think they deserve a heads-
up.

“The problem really lies in the 
day to day,” said Greenpointer and 
self-proclaimed anti-film industry 
activist Rolfe Carle. “I just want to 
be able to know when filming is go-
ing on, and where.”

But Hollywood and the May-
or’s Office of Film and Television 
— which claims to reap $9 billion 
a year from the industry — threw 
rotten tomatoes at Levin’s original 
plan, claiming the studies would 
be a huge hassle that would send 
the industry packing for more film-
friendly towns, and that publicizing 
the whereabouts of big stars would 
put them at risk, and the legislation 
bombed harder than “Cowboys and 
Aliens.”

Now the councilman is rewrit-
ing the script to scrap the annual re-
port, instead just asking the city and 
industry to notify locals about what 
will be filming in their streets each 
month and how it will affect them.

“The focus is going to be more on 
the reporting, and less on the eco-
nomic impact,” said the council-
man’s spokesman Edward Paulino. 
“That’s really what we’ve been hear-
ing from residents — frustration 
when streets are closed up and park-
ing spots are not there anymore.”

Levin says he still hasn’t penned 
the edits, however, and doesn’t have 
a release date yet.

The city filming agency refused 
to comment on the bill, but said it 
strives to strike a balance between 
community needs and production 
requests.

TAKE TWO! 
DIRTY DEEDS: Brooklynites say they want advance notice when fi lmmakers will be using 
their streets as backlots — like this time a Home Box Offi ce transformed a Greenpoint streets 
into a 19th-century horse town.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Pol still wants fi lm industry to report 
on movie shoots in Brooklyn streets
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UNLIMITED DELUXE BUFFET
FEATURING YOUR ITALIAN FAVORITES

Rigatoni Filet de Pomodori, Tortellini Alfredo
Cavatelli w/ Broccoli Rabe, Meatballs

Penne Vodka, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini
Veal Saltimboca, Chicken Piccata, Fried Calamari, Baked Clams

Mussels Bianco, Salad Bar
Carving Station

Sliced Steak, Loin of Pork, Turkey
Dessert Bar

Including
Cookies, Italian Cheesecake, Mousse Pies, Fresh Fruit

Pastries, Coffee, Espresso and Much More

718.331.2900
CHICKEN FINGERS AND FRENCH FRIES AVAILABLE FOR KIDS

PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE .... 18% GRATUITY WILL BE ADDED TO THE CHECK

$45.00+ tax & GratuitiesChildren 10 and underhalf price

MOTHER’S DAY

8015/23 13th Ave.

718.331.2900
3:30 PM
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY LAUREN GILL
It was a Sunny night in Red 
Hook.

Hundreds of people gath-
ered to celebrate the life of 
legendary Red Hook barkeep 
Sunny Balzano on April 14, 
paying tribute to his life with 
an evening of music and danc-
ing at local arts venue Pioneer 
Works that his widow said 
would have made the spirited 

spirits-slinger proud.
“It was amazing, every-

body got so into it,” said Tone 
Balzano-Johansen. “It’s just 
the character of the people 
who come here, what can I say. 
They have a love for life and 
that’s what Sunny embodied 
too.” 

Balzano-Johansen per-
formed with folk band the 
Luna Sisters and crooned a 

solo rendition of Billie Holi-
day’s “Back in Your Own Back-
yard” for her late husband. 
The night also featured per-
formances from famed tour-
ing guitarist  Smokey Hormel ’s 
Western swing band Smokey’s 
Roundup — which has played 
the bar every Wednesday for 
the last decade — and other 
Sunny’s regulars, who got the 
300 attendees up and moving.

Sunny’s life Sunny’s life 
celebratedcelebrated

REMEMBERED: The late Sunny 
Balzano was honored with a me-
morial concert on April 14, which 
included  (left) fi lms of the bar 
owner, and (above right) per-
formances by his widow and 
(right) other Sunny’s regulars. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

“Everybody was just let-
ting loose and dancing, it was 
really fabulous,” said Balzano-
Johansen. 

The sold out event raised 
more than $15,000 — enough 
to cover the cost of Balzano’s 
funeral.

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

1 New money only. APY effective April 4, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees 
and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 
Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Flushing Bank 
is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

9-Month CD

1.11%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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BAY RIDGE

It’s been a rosy reign, but the Gar-

den Club of Bay Ridge is hanging 
up its gardening hat after 82 years of 
green-thumbed service to Brooklyn. 

Members including Flo Troiano, 

Maria Mancuso,  Iris Moran, Mel-

anie Proscia, and Carolyn De Luca 
met at the Greenhouse Cafe for one last 
farewell luncheon on March 21, where 
they dined on great food, reminisced 
about the many years together, and 
munched on cake. 

The club had its auspicious start 
in 1934, when 11 like-minded ladies 
got together to promote horticul-
ture, and teach locals all about the 

fl ora and fauna in their community. 
Throughout their storied history, the 
pioneering gardeners donated fl owers 
and wreathes to churches, libraries, 
and hospitals. Their fl oral creations 
graced fl ower beds, schools, and even 
a victory garden during World War II, 
along with the fetching plant pieces 
they submitted to fl ower shows. 

The true-blue patriots also sent 
fl owers and gifts to wounded war-
riors in naval and veterans’ hospitals 
across the country, sold war bonds and 
stamps, and raised more than $29,000 
for the war effort. Their generosity 
and fundraising provided a fi eld am-
bulance and a scout car to our troops 
serving overseas in the “war to end 
all wars.” In return the club received 
proclamations galore from politicians 
and earned the community’s respect.

Standing O would like to thank the 
ladies, past and present, for their de-
cades of providing the borough with 
beautiful blossoms and blooms, and 
hope their well-earned rest is peachy.

BAY RIDGE

Gather the bouquets
What a surprise party it was for 

Goldie Lasser Sohn! With 104 can-
dles on her cake and counting, the for-
mer beauty queen turned the golden-
plus number on April 9. 

The centenarian was feted with a 
special celebration at NYU Lutheran 

Family Health Centers, where more 
than 100 members from the Shore Hill 

Neighborhood Center, and family 
members, including daughter Mari-

lyn and a niece helped the birthday 
girl blow out the candles. 

Goldie has not let age slow her 
down, and has been an active member 
at the center since 2011, enjoying play-
ing word games, singing, and exercis-
ing.

John Quaglione, a representative 
for state Sen. Martin Golden (R–Bay-
Ridge) presented a proclamation to 
Goldie, who also received a gift certif-
icate to Mimi’s Nail Spa for a mani-
cure and spa treatment. 

Goldie’s story 
is a happy one: 
She moved with 
her family to 
Brooklyn from 
New Jersey at the 
age of 14, won a 
beauty contest, 
married in 1941, 
and worked in 
advertising and 

the garment district as a bookkeeper 
while raising her daughter, Marilyn. 
She is blessed with a granddaughter, 
a great-granddaughter, and two great-
great-grandchildren who live in Ice-
land. 

Standing O wishes glorious Goldie 
many more happy birthdays. 

Shore Hill Residence [9000 Shore 
Rd. at 90th Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745–4730].

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT

Welcome aboard!
Standing O joins the staff at In-

terfaith Medical Center to extend a 
warm welcome to new president and 
chief executive offi cer LaRay Brown. 

She is a welcome addition to their 
team, said Interfaith Medical Foun-

dation’s chairwoman.
“I know that LaRay is committed 

to providing the highest quality of 
care to the Brooklyn residents, and we 
look forward to working closely with 

her to continue supporting Interfaith 
Medical Center,” said Canon Diane 

Porter. “It is a historical moment for 
women and for our community.”

Standing O pal LaRay is just as 
thrilled to be aboard.

“I am very grateful to the commu-
nity and the board for welcoming me,” 
she said. “The Foundation was instru-
mental in saving the hospital in 2014, 
and I am confi dent that with its sup-
port — and the support of our patients 
and our other community and labor 
partners — we will transform Inter-
faith Medical Center.”

Standing O wishes LaRay many 
successful years at her new post. 

Interfaith Medical Center [1545 At-
lantic Ave. at Albany Avenue in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant,  (718) 613–4000].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BENSONHURST

Cheers and huzzahs to our very 
own contributing writer Camille 

Pepe Sperrazza, who just returned 
from a whirlwind tour of China 
and received the keys to the City of 

Xian. 
Our pal led a group of  U.S. tour-

ism delegates to the Far East and 
was feted with a fantastic welcom-
ing ceremony and the keys to the 
city — just like former President 
Bill Clinton received when he vis-
ited the Celestial Empire.

Dancers whirled, acrobats 

twirled, and the chop-sticks were 
passed around. Along with the 
pomp, circumstance, and keys, our 
traveling gal visited the Great Wall 
of China and dined with dignitaries 
at the head banquet table as an hon-
ored guest.  

President Obama and the Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping desig-
nated 2016 as the year of China–US 
Tourism. 

Standing O says, “Add a Stand-
ing O to those keys to the city, Ca-
mille. Glad you had a great trip 
and  huan ying hui jia  (welcome 
home).”

BAY RIDGE

Math man
St. Anselm Catholic Acad-

emy math wizard James 

Schmidt knitted his brow in 
concentration, as a hush fell over 
the auditorium, and computed a 
complicated equation to win the 
Brooklyn Diocesan Math Bee, 
proving the fi fth grader is an ace 
student and a ciphering genius 
when it comes to middle-school 
math.  

Arithmetic athletes from 18 
schools from the Diocese of Brook-
lyn and Queens  jumped, hopped, 
confi gured, and vied through 23 
rounds of adding, subtracting, 
multiplying, and dividing — and 
our guy James beat them all to 
become Math Man of the Year. 

James’ proud pop Mr. 

Schmidt, St. Anselm’s board 
chairman John Quaglione, 
Principal James McKeon, and 
teacher Janet Batista cheered 
the young wizard to victory.

“On behalf of everyone at St. 
Anselm’s, we congratulate James 
on making our school so proud,” 
said Quaglione. “We look forward 
to the continued expansion of our 
STEM, (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics), pro-
gram, and know that James and 
all of our students will continue 
to excel at our school.”

Standing O offers congratu-
lations and says, “Keep on add-
ing!”

St. Anselm Catholic Academy 
[365 83rd St. at Third Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 745–7643].

TRIP OF A LIFETIME: Our very own contributing writer Camille Pepe Sperrazza gets 
the keys to the city on her recent trip to China.  Camille Pepe Sperrazza

Great Wall of China & keys, too! 

Farewell roses for the Garden Club
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 4/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 04/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'12 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
32k miles, Stk#6794

$29,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

Selection
at Major World
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Pussy fuzz to the rescue!

Killer kitties would make Meow 

Mix out of rangy rats ravaging 

construction sites in Brooklyn 

Heights, claimed a moggy whis-

perer who wants offi cials to draft 

feral cats as fl atfoots near new de-

velopments to vaporize pestilent 

vermin (“Pussies galore! Brooklyn 

Heights man wants army of feral 

cats to fi x nabe’s rat problem” by 

Lauren Gill, online April 14). 

“It’s a tradition to always see 

cats around restaurants, kitch-

ens, and grocery stores to get rid 

of the rats,” said area resident 

and Brooklyn-Queens Express-

way maintenance advisor Roberto 

Gautier, proposing the city be a 

Chicago copycat and have wild 

tabbies police rodent-infested ar-

eas while dwellers — or develop-

ers, in the Big Apple’s case — pay 

for their upkeep.

A 2013 pest control poll found 

the Windy City was America’s “rat-

tiest” metropolis, while Gotham 

was fourth in the rat pack.

The commentariat didn’t pussy-

foot around:

Can you please not use the word 
pussy? I think I asked you this once 
before. 

 Samir Kabir from Downtown 

“Killer pussy” Love it. Say it 
again. “Killer pussy.” C’mon guys! 
This is the newspaper that brought 
you a page one story about a mastur-
bating walrus. Contrary Connie 

Unfortunately the use of pussy 
can be seen as a nod to the sensa-
tionalistic and provocative use of 
language for the purpose of attract-
ing the attention of certain readers 
and selling newspapers. 

Construction activity and prox-
imity to the waterfront have been 
linked to the displacement of rat 
burrows. My suggestion involves 
presentation of the Chicago option 
to see whether it might work in the 
city by looking at its pros and cons. 
An approach that could reduce the 
reliance on poison should also be 
researched. 

Obviously to release an “army” 

of feral cats without adequate un-
derstanding is not my intention nor 
is it my “dream.” 

 Roberto from Brooklyn Heights

Back when what’s now 60 Pineap-
ple Street and the St. George Tower 
were vacant, an army of feral cats 
lived there. They did not keep the lo-
cal rats and mice down. What they 
did was have cat sex in the middle of 
the night, quite loudly. 
 Andrew Porter 

 from Brooklyn Heights 

I have only seen two rats near my 
building in eight years. There are 
also quite a few feral cats around. 
I doubt that the cats have any great 
effect on the rat population. These 
cats appear to be decently fed. I don’t 
think they are hunting rats for food, 
only sport when they are so inclined.
 Joe from Greenpoint 

“The Heights resident says upcom-
ing work on the Brooklyn Heights 
Library will have rats crawling by 
the thousands.” Simple solution: Do 
not destroy the Brooklyn Heights Li-
brary! It is the second most-attended 
library in Brooklyn, and is the safe 
haven and learning center for thou-
sands of school children and young 
adults. 

It is an established fact the sur-
rounding parks and court houses in 
Cadman Plaza are jammed packed 
with rat’s nests. The vermin infested 
rodents will swarm Cadman Plaza 
and Brooklyn Heights once the fi ve-
story deep basement for the pro-
posed, 36-fl oor condominium begins 
its excavation. 

The pile-driven poundings and 
vibrations will have those rats danc-
ing in our streets. Rat bastards! All of 
them stealing from our children’s fu-
tures: Public-owned libraries, senior 
citizens homes, schools, and parks 
should not be sold off by the city. 

Neither should LICH. have been 
sold in order to build another surplus 
condominium. There are vacant lots 
in the city that should be utilized in 
construction for affordable housing 
and luxury high-rises. 

Justine Swartz from Brooklyn 

 Heights 

Justine has it right. There is no 
need to destroy our excellent Brook-
lyn Heights Library, and suffer 
through four years of construction 
with nightmarish rats, all kinds of 
vermin, and toxins. And what do we 
get? A 36-story luxury condo sitting 

on top of a shrunken replacement 
library, barely big enough to serve 
the needs of our own neighborhood, 
much less those of our neighbor-
ing districts which rely heavily on 
these services. 

It’s shameful that a greedy devel-
oper can simply steal what’s ours, 
even attempt to make the public 
believe they’re getting something 
good, when all he has in mind is his 
own enormous fi nancial profi t. 

Councilman Steve Levin gave 
away our library, even though he 
said that 95 percent of his constitu-
ents did not want it torn down. 
 Marilyn Berkon 

 from Brooklyn Heights 

Pardon me, but I don’t under-
stand why this Councilman Steve 
Levin character declined to offer his 
thoughts on this important matter.
 John Wasserman 

 from Prospect Heights

The place is already overrun 
with an infestation of vermin, in-
vasive-species cats. Lot of good that 
is doing about any rodent problem 
anyone is having. In fact your pesti-
lence of vermin cats is causing your 
rodent problem. 

The myth about cats being good 
rodent control has been disproved 
on every island where cats were im-
ported to take care of the imported 
rodents. Hundreds of years later 
and there’s nothing but a thriv-
ing population of cats and rodents, 
which reproduce in burrows and 
holes out of the reach of cats, where 
they are happy to reproduce forever 
to entertain cats the rest of their 
lives, and make your own lives mis-
erable, into infi nity. 

When cats infect rodents with 
cat’s Toxoplasma gondii parasite, 
this hijacks the minds of rodents 
to make the rodents attracted to 
where cats urinate. Cats actually 
attract disease-carrying rodents. 
The cats then contract these dis-
eases on contact with, or being in 
proximity to, these rodents — like 
the “black death” plague that is 
now being transmitted to humans 
in North America directly from 
cats that have contracted it from ro-
dents. The more cats you have the 
more rodents and diseases you get. 
 TNR Researcher from 

 Brooklyn Heights 

Sound-ing off
To the editor,

A few years ago you could go to 

the park and enjoy a peaceful, se-
rene, and tranquil time. Now many 
city parks have amplifi ed music 
playing in the mornings, many with 
permits.

 I am wondering why the Parks 
Department would allow ampli-
fi ed devices to play in parks every-
day, disturbing other park-goers. 
Screeching music should be con-
fi ned to indoor venues. 

I have made an effort in each lo-
cal park to fi nd a quiet spot to work-
out, yet fi nd the same problem, 
along with people exercising some-
times on the basketball or handball 
courts to music, instead of enjoy-
ing nature’s sounds of birds and the 
wind. The Parks Department might 
as well do away with the signs bar-
ring loud sounds, as so many people 
are ignoring them. 

 Joseph V. Comperchio            

Brooklyn

Church vs. state
To the editor,

Ted Cruz voted against helping 
victims of Hurricane Sandy, but he 
trumpeted in a debate that he would 
put replicas of the Ten Command-
ments in offi cial places. Good? No. 
That is a violation of the wall be-
tween church and state. If the rep-
lica goes only in private quarters, it 
is no big deal. However by announc-
ing this in the debate in a short 
summary, he indicates it would be 
in a offi cial place. 

Some people say the command-
ments are merely a statement of 
universal moral principles. These 
people seem not to have read them. 
All the commandments before hon-
oring ones parents are Judeo-Chris-
tian religious principles, except 
keeping the seventh day sacred is 
a Christian principle, only if it is 
interpreted broadly. The Ten Com-
mandments are as much a religious 
symbol as are a crucifi x or a star of 
David. Cruz, who boasts of having 
been a clerk to a Supreme Court jus-
tice, should know better.

Two parts of the First Amend-
ment prohibit government inequal-
ity: freedom of religion and not es-
tablishing a church. 

Donald Trump says he would 
deny entry to the United States any-
one who is a Muslim. That is an ob-
vious denial of freedom of religion. 
Neither Trump nor Cruz is fi t to 
nominate justices to any American 
court. Therefore, neither should be 
president. Donald Marcus

Sheepshead Bay

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Kibbles n’ hits! Cats eyed as Hts. verminators
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LENORE

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s
2016 Women of Distinction

HONOREES

Publication date – May 20, 2016
To purchase the tickets on Gala Dinner & Award Ceremony 

go to brooklyndaily.com/wodevent

Regina Andriolo, Esq.
Anna Becker
Nancy Colt
Dr. Sybil DeVeaux
Audrey Doorn
Pamela Esposito-Amery
Nancy Falco

Bazah Roohi
Carmen Gloria Rosario-Olmedo
Dawn Simon
Stephanie Thompson
Hafi da Torres
Shirley Young

Lenore Friedman
Bonnii Gargano
Laura Glazier-Smith
Lynn Harris
Nataly Isikli
Michele Jerry, LCSW
Dr. Saundra Johnson

Ingrid P. Lewis-Martin
Dr. Amy Lipnicki
Diane Marino
Maria Teresa Nitti
Angelika Pisakhova
Chinita Pointer
Beareather Reddy

Join Us!

$100 per person
8023 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228

Gala Dinner 
& Award Ceremony

Tuesday, June 7, 2016
RSVP: May 20th

Our Keynote Speaker

Ophira 
Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg 
is a standup comic, 
writer, and host of 
NPR’s hit trivia comedy show, 
Ask Me Another. 
She has appeared on The Late 
Late Show, The Today Show, 
Comedy Central, and VH-1.

Cocktail hour 5:30 pm

To congratulate and thank Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction, 
please call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

O n Saturday night at Cin-
ema Village on E. 12st 
Street I met Marine Sgt. 

Aaron Rasheed. He was up 
from Virginia with his wife 
and three young children, in-
cluding baby Elijah, who cried 
part-way through the new doc-
umentary we were there to 
watch: “The Syndrome.”

I can’t blame him. 
The movie is about shaken 

baby syndrome — a heinous 
crime we’ve all heard of. Back 
in the fall, when Elijah was 3 
weeks old, he suffered a sei-
zure. Sgt. Rasheed and his wife 
rushed him to the hospital. The 
baby had two hematomas — 
blood on the brain (or at least 
it looked like that at the time). 
How had he gotten them? The 
desperate parents had no idea. 

Tsk tsk. They must be hid-
ing something. Child Protec-
tive Services swooped in and 
accused Rasheed of shaking 
the baby. Rasheed was fl oored. 
He’d never do that! 

“But I think because I 
had served in Afghanistan,” 
Rasheed said, the authorities 
assumed he must be suffer-
ing from post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and further assumed 

he must be taking it out on his 
baby. All three children were 
placed in a relative’s custody 
and Rasheed faced trial. Fran-
tic, he went online and tried to 
fi nd any information he could 
about shaken baby syndrome.

That’s where he found Su-
san Goldsmith, the researcher 
behind “The Syndrome.” 

A journalist for more than 
20 years specializing in child 
abuse, her investigative re-
porting resulted in two new 
laws protecting children in 
foster care. She was especially 

revolted by the idea of anyone 
who’d shake a baby. I guess 
we all are. But the more she 
looked into this crime, the 
more surprised she became.

It turns out that the constel-
lation of three symptoms that 
“prove” a baby was shaken (a 
type of brain swelling, brain 
bleeding, and bleeding in back of 
the eyes) can actually be caused 
by all sorts of other problems, 
including genetic issues, birth 
trauma — even a fall off a couch. 

And yet, over and over, dis-
traught parents and caregiv-
ers with no history of anything 
other than loving their babies 
have been accused of shak-
ing their kids to death, simply 
because their children pre-
sented these symptoms — or 
other unexplained symptoms. 
To this day, about 250 parents 
and caregivers are prosecuted 
for this crime every year.

“The Syndrome” tells the 
tale of how this new category of 
crime appeared seemingly out 
of nowhere in the mid-1990s. 
Goldsmith found that some of 
the same doctors who had ac-
tively promoted the Satanic 
Panic of the early ’90s, accus-
ing daycare workers of things 

like sacrifi cing animals in the 
classroom and raping the tots 
in Satanic rites, abandoned that 
narrative when people started 
doubting its plausibility. 

In its wake, those doctors 
found a new horror to focus 
on: shaken baby. As Goldsmith 
puts it, “They medicalized Sa-
tan.” Attention, donations, and 
research money fl ooded in. 

But after Goldsmith’s fi lm 
interviews parent after par-
ent who brought their ailing 
babies to the hospital only to 
fi nd themselves accused of the 
sickest, saddest crime possi-
ble, it turns to the heroes: doc-
tors who gradually started to 
question the syndrome. 

Consider the case of 
Natasha Richardson, says one 
of them, neurosurgeon Ronald 
Uscinski: She hit her head in a 
skiing accident and even joked 
about it afterward. No big deal! 
Two days later she was dead.

This happens to children, 
too, he says. Toddlers toddle. 
Sometimes they fall. Usually 
it’s fi ne, but sometimes it’s 
tragic. It may be diagnosed 
as the fallout from a shaking, 
but here’s the sticking point: If 
someone shook a baby so hard 

that its head went fl opping 
back and forth, the neck would 
show signs of whiplash, right? 
And yet, the fi lm notes: None of 
the hundreds of “shaken” baby 
cases Goldsmith reviewed 
showed serious neck damage. 

Not one.
Deborah Tuerkheimer, a 

Northwestern law professor in-
terviewed in the fi lm, estimates 
there are 1,000 people in prison 
today for a shaken baby crime 
they did not commit. Rasheed 
was almost one of them, but he 
was found not guilty.

The idea that the shaken 
baby diagnosis may be as un-
founded as the Satanic Panic 
does not sit well with the med-
ical establishment. The Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics 
issued a 14-page document 
criticizing “The Syndrome.” 
Three different fi lm festivals 
were threatened with lawsuits 
simply for screening it. 

But the show goes on. “The 
Syndrome” is available on de-
mand through iTunes, Ama-
zon, Time Warner Cable — al-
most everywhere. 

Lenore Skenazy is author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

Shaking up ‘Shaken Baby Syndrome’
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

ment.” 
The city announced the plan on 

Thursday, following years of debate 
with the federal agency, its state coun-
terpart, and the community about 
where the tanks should go.

The Feds are the ones forcing the 
city to install the giant receptacles — 
which will hold raw sewage and storm 
water so it doesn’t fl ood the canal when 
it rains — but said it would give local 
offi cials the fi nal say on where to put 
them. 

Nevertheless, the body had been 
strongly pushing for the city-owned 
Thomas Greene Park, where the wa-
tering hole is located, arguing the pool 
needs to be exhumed anyway to remove 
the toxic sludge underneath, and it 
could kill two birds with one stone.

But local swim fans  rallied hard  to 
save the pool — a cool summer respite 
for families in the neighboring public 
housing developments — from closure, 
and the city responded by concocting 
an alternative proposal to use eminent 
domain to buy private land on Nevins 
and Butler streets and put the tanks 
there.

City offi cials claim the pool would 
only be out of commission for four 
years that way, as opposed to  the nine it 
says it would take installing the tanks  
— though federal environmental offi -
cials are dubious it will take anywhere 
near that long.  

The owner of the property — who 
does not want to sell —  has warned the 
process  could cost taxpayers $100 mil-
lion dollars and drag on for years. He 
 proposed a third option , in which he 
would voluntarily surrender half his 
land for the tanks’ mechanical equip-
ment for free, but the city rejected that 
deal.

The federal agency is giving the city 
four years to acquire the land, at which 
point it will just put the tanks under the 
pool. But in the meantime, it is plowing 
ahead with the cleanup process, re-
gardless.

“There is known tar contamination 
beneath the pool that needs to be re-
moved,” said agency spokesman Elias 
Rodriguez, though he was unable to say 
how long it will take to dig up and re-
build the pool, or when it might happen.

DIG IT UP: Katia Kelly serves on the Gowanus 
Superfund Advisory Group and says the city  
may as well just stick the tanks underneath 
the Double D pool at Thomas Greene Play-
ground.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

Continued from cover

GOWANUS

THANKS FUR THE HELP: Isabel Lam and her cat Luisa thank FDNY Capt. Jack Halaby for 
saving the 24-year-old feline’s life when fi re erupted in Lam’s two-story home in Kensing-
ton last Monday morning.  Photo by Paul Martinka

the cause of the blaze.
Fire Department officials 

say they’re still investigating.
Lam says she first adopted 

Luisa in 1993, when the cat 
walked into her Red Hook of-
fice.

Neighbors offered to take 
the pair in, but Lam said her 
insurance company is putting 
them up in a hotel for the time 
being. 

UP IN FLAMES: A fi re burned through Lam’s 
two-story home on Kermit Place in Kensington 
last Monday.  Photo by Paul Martinka

Continued from cover

CAT RESCUE
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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 successfully  demanding  a high-profi le 
debate  on his native turf, and  drawing 
almost 30,000 people to Prospect Park  
on Sunday. 

The primary itself was plagued by 
 bungled enrollments ,  dysfunctional 
polling sites , and  the revelation that 
126,000 names  on the Brooklyn rolls 
were quietly purged last year, and 
Sanders supporters believe the prob-
lems damaged the self-professed so-
cialist’s numbers.

“Our phones and messages were go-
ing crazy with people who didn’t fi nd 
their names at the polls and had voted 
Democrat in the past,” said Bay Ridge 
activist and Sanders volunteer Linda 
Sarsour, one of many pols and sup-
porters who gathered at a Park Slope 
bar to watch the results roll in. “I feel 
like many of the ones that were turned 
away would have voted for Bernie 
Sanders.”

But most claimed the biggest prob-
lem in translating Sanders’ local hype 
into votes was New York’s rigid pri-
mary system, in which only those who 
had registered as a Democrat by Octo-
ber last year — before many had heard 
of the septuagenarian senator — could 
cast a ballot.

“All of these new voters that Bernie 
Sanders has turned on, all of these peo-
ple who are just catching the fi re of the 
Sanders campaign, were excluded,” 
said Fort Greene fi lmmaker and Sand-

ers surrogate Josh Fox, who claimed 
the local Democratic establishment 
has deliberately “rigged” the system 
that way to keep insurgent candidates 
like Sanders out.

But one local Clinton fan said he 
thought the results were an accurate 
refl ection of the borough’s support for 
his candidate, a two-term senator who 
beat President Obama here in the 2008 
primary.

“When you don’t win, you want to 
look for reasons,” said Carroll Gar-
dens resident Mike Racioppo. “[Clin-
ton] has a strong record here, good 
ties, and there was a lot of important 
institutional support behind her … To 
me, it was not surprising there was 
very strong turnout and support.” 

Sanders did win some neighbor-
hoods — his strongest support came 
in Greenpoint, where he ultimately 
scored around 64 percent of the vote. 

He also did particularly well in the 
Southern Brooklyn nabes of Bay Ridge 
and Bensonhurst, which Sarsour attri-
butes to strong support amongst local 
immigrants who she claimed the Clin-
ton campaign ignored.

Clinton did best in predominantly 
black neighborhoods, including East 
Flatbush, Canarsie, Brownsville, and 
East New York, and also dominated 
tony Brooklyn Heights, where her 
campaign headquarters is based. 

Meanwhile, in the Republican race, 
Donald Trump — the only candidate 
who didn’t bother to step foot in Brook-
lyn on the campaign trail — neverthe-
less came up trumps in the borough.

Hear it Mondays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Monday at 4:30pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Monday 
at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

fi nancially fuel the Bern.
“Whenever I buy something I 

make sure the money goes to the 
campaign,” said Marine Parker 
Linda Gioia, who sported a Grate-
ful Dead-inspired Sanders shirt she 
found online.

But Landesmann doesn’t think 
Sanders would mind the fact that he 

is making a few bucks off his cam-
paign, and doesn’t think his fl edgling 
business runs counter to any of the 
pol’s principles.

“Bernie doesn’t want to get rid of 
capitalism, he just wants to regulate 
it,” said Landesmann, who plans on 
attending Massachusetts liberal arts 
school Hampshire College in the fall. 
“Socialism is a very broad term — I 
consider it to be a free-market system 
that’s heavily regulated so that ev-
eryone is taken care of.”

Continued from page 2 

T-SHIRTS

team tried to make it a boutique ex-
perience by having a volunteer “per-
sonal assistants” help each teen pick 
out their new clothes, before other 
helpers tailored the duds to each 
prom-goer.

The event culminated with a vol-
unteer photographer taking portraits 
of the students in their prom wear, 
which the family member of one at-
tendee really made it a special day.

“My sister loves being in front 
of a camera  — she had a blast,” said 
Bushwick resident Itztla Gutierrez, 
whose younger sister Orisa attended 
the event. “It was all about individu-
ality and accepting who you are, and 
I think that was really great for my 
sister to hear.”

Local residents and stores donated 

hundreds of frocks, suits, and acces-
sories for the makeovers, and Gra-
ham said she was wowed with their 
community spirit.

“Everyone’s generosity just blew 
me away,” she said.

Continued from page 14 

PROM DRESS

TOO MANY TO CHOOSE FROM: Serafi na, 
who says she was looking for a pastel-col-
ored dress, found the perfect gown at  the, 
event, where the teens also scored new 
makeup, hairdos, and accessories for their 
proms. Photo by Louise Wateridge

Continued from page 2 

PRIMARY
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By Anna Ruth Ramos

It’s a play on words!
A Crown Heights art gallery will 

present a short performance about 
Gertrude Stein’s one-sentence plays — 
but this show has no actors. The instal-
lation “Baby, said Alice B. Toklas…” 
uses automated characters made of cloth, 
with robot arms that pull them around 
the stage. The creator of the “experimen-
tal, self-performing theater” says it is the 
result of a long-time ambition. 

“For a long, long time, for 30 years, 
I’ve been wanting to make a self-per-
forming theater that nobody has to really 
do,” said artist Hanne Tierney, who is 
also the founder of the FiveMyles gal-
lery, where the show will appear.

The show uses draped pieces of fabric 
to represent avant-garde writer Gertrude 
Stein and her lover, Alice B. Toklas, who 
asks “Baby, why do you write plays like 
the way you do?” Stein tries to explain 
the merits of her plays as more than 
mere words and sentences, and their 
discussion, presented with a recorded 

audio track, is soon joined by cloth 
characters from Stein’s work, including 
colorful fabrics dancing in circles and 
several hula hoops that illustrate Stein’s 

“A Circular Play.” All of the words in 
the piece are inspired by Stein’s writing, 
said Tierney.  

“Everything that comes up is substan-

tiated with a text of Gertrude Stein’s,” 
she said.

The show is controlled by a visible 
robot brain, which is connected to 12 
motors that pull on almost 100 strings 
to drag the fabrics back and forth and 
sway them around, like a big puppet 
show. The system was engineered by 
Oskar Strautmanis, and coordinated by 
Tierney, who also made all of the props 
and sewed all of the textiles in the show. 
The show also incorporates music from 
Eric Satie that captures the vibe of the 
turn of the 20th century.

The 15-minute performance will hap-
pen whenever the audience arrives, said 
Tierney.

“You come in, you press the start but-
ton, and you sit down, listen, and watch,” 
she said. 

“Baby, said Alice B. Toklas…” at 
FiveMyles [558 St. Johns Pl. between 
Classon and Franklin avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 783–4438, www.fivemyles.
org]. Opening reception April 23, 5–8 pm. 
On display through May 15. Free.

Automated play stars a fabric Gertrude Stein 

Text and textiles: Artist Hanne Tierney stands with 
some of the hanging cloth figures in her “experi-
mental, self-performing theater” piece “Baby, said 
Alice B. Toklas…” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Woman of the cloth

Playing on a loop: The show’s hula hoops and cloth figures, which were assembled and arranged by 
Hanne Tierney, represent characters in Gertrude Stein’s “A Circular Play.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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By Zach Jones

Brooklyn will be crawling with 
bookworms!

A local literature enthusiast 
has organized a Brooklyn Bookstore 
Crawl that will set book lovers travel-
ing from shop to shop on Independent 
Bookstore Day, April 30. The founder 
of the event says that she wants to 
bring business and attention to the 
borough’s indie bookslingers — and 
that her plan is already working.

“I’ve had a lot of people look at the 
map and say, ‘I never knew about this 
store!’ ” said Ellen Wright, who lives 
in Crown Heights. “The goal is to 
support independent bookstores, both 
by bringing a bunch of people into the 
stores on that day and raising general 
awareness of the stores.”

The Bookstore Crawl includes 27 
shops scattered from Sheepshead Bay 
to Greenpoint. Instead of leading an 
expedition to all of them, Wright has 
set up the event as a self-directed 
scavenger hunt, asking book lovers to 
visit at least five of the shops and to 
complete a different, pre-determined 
social media task at each one. The 
tasks are designed to highlight each 
store’s speciality, and might include 
posting a photo of a favorite comic 
book or posing with an author. 

Those who a complete a five-store 
crawl will be entered in a raffle for 
books, gift certificates, and merchan-
dise donated by publishers and book-
stores. “I’ve been overwhelmed by the 
generosity of some of the sponsors,” 
said Wright. 

The prizes also include one non-
book-related item: a voucher for tick-

ets to the upcoming Off-Broadway 
musical “Himself and Nora.”

Local book store owners have 
been enthusiastic about the crawl, 
said Wright, and some have planned 
special events for the day. One store, 
the Desert Island comic book shop in 
Williamsburg, will give copies of its 
comic book anthology to all visitors 
on that day. The store’s owner said 
he was thrilled to participate in the 
Bookstore Crawl.

“Anything that helps introduce 
readers to comics and graphic nov-
els is good in our book,” said Gabe 
Fowler.

Wright plans to post itineraries 

that will link stores by type, neighbor-
hood, and subway line. She hopes the 
suggested routes will help people to 
meet fellow book-lovers.

“I think a lot of people are plan-
ning to go with a friend or group of 
friends, but it’d be nice to have a way 
to connect strangers who want some 
company,” she said.

And will people be drinking dur-
ing the crawl?

“I hope so,” said Wright. “I prob-
ably will be!”

Brooklyn Bookstore Crawl on April 
30, starting at 10 am. Visit www.
bkbookstorecrawl.org for map and 
details. Free.

By Lauren Gill

Pick up some food 
for thought!

Savvy shoppers 
can acquire some locally 
sourced, artisanally pro-
duced philosophy lessons 
along with their organic 
vegetables and free-
range eggs at the Grand 
Army Plaza Greenmarket 
on April 23. Local sages 
will set up an “Ask a 
Philosopher” booth at 
the outdoor market, and 
the group’s head thinker 
hopes it will get people 
interested in the deep 
questions surrounding 
their existence.

“The point is to get 
people thinking and if 
they take whatever inter-
action they have with the 
booth and export it to 
the rest of their lives that 
would be awesome,” said 
Ian Olasov. The Ditmas 
Park resident is the 
founder of the Brooklyn 
Public Philosophers — a 
forum for Brooklyn phi-
losophers to share their 
work with an audience. 

Two of the group’s 
philosophers will man 
the booth during the mar-
ket, he said, giving suc-
cinct, easy-to-understand 
responses to some of the 
world’s most complex 
questions.

“It’s super important 
to not throw a bunch 
of jargon at people and 
assume that they’ve read 
every philosophical book 

or journal article,” he 
said. “This is all about 
reaching more people and 
including more people in 
philosophical questions.”

And it will not cost a 
penny for their thoughts 
— all the answers are on 
the house. 

Olasov is not sure what 
questions green-minded 
shoppers will ask, but 
said a lot of people are 
interested in learning 
the best way to live, and 
how to find happiness. 
Brooklyn’s gentrif ica-
tion process also raises 
many queries about what 
it means for a price to be 
fair, and what makes for 
a good city. 

And Olasov said he is 
well-prepared to take on 
one of the most popular 
questions in the chin-
scratching world: “What 
is the meaning of life?”

His answer was too 
long to be contained 
within a single newspa-
per article.

If all goes well at the 
group’s first outing in 
Grand Army Plaza, the 
philosophers plan to take 
their booth to other mar-
kets throughout the bor-
ough. 

“Ask a Philosopher” 
booth at Grand Army 
Plaza Greenmarket (Union 
Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park 
in Park Slope, bkpp.tum-
blr.com) April 23, 8 am–4 
pm. Free.

Home-grown philosophy  
booth at organic market

Bookstore crawl sends readers to indie shops

Penny for your thoughts?: Philosopher Ian Olasov will answer 
shoppers’ deepest questions at the Brooklyn Public Philosopher 
booth at the Grand Army Plaza Greemarket on April 23.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

A novel expedition: Ellen Wright, the organizer of the Brooklyn Bookstore Crawl, stands in 
front of Unnameable Books in Prospect Heights, one of the 27 shops included in the event.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Marketplace 
of free ideas

A BOOK-LYN TOUR

By Madeline Anthony

Curl up with a good drink – and 
then a few more! 

A tipsy historic tour will 
guide visitors to Brooklyn bars fre-
quented by famous writers, while 
guides tell stories of the neighborhood 
in the words of those authors. The 
Brooklyn Literary Pub Crawl, which 
steps off each Sunday at the Henry 
Street Ale House, is a way to keep the 
names and tales of great authors from 
being swept away with time, says the 
group’s founder. 

“It’s not just retelling stories, it’s a 
passion to keep the scenes alive,” said 
Eric Chase. “These authors shape the 
world in ways we forget.”

At each of the tour’s three stops, 
tour members can buy a drink while 
a guide reads aloud from the work of 
artists who sipped their liquid inspira-
tion nearby. The experience creates 

a kind of kinship with the novelists, 
said Chase, regardless of how long 
ago they wrote.

A self-described literary fanatic, 
Chase has been running the Greenwich 
Village Literary Pub Crawl for the last 
18 years, but he said that the Brooklyn 
tour has a different feel. 

“Everything changed in Manhattan 
so fast,” said Chase. “Here I can feel 
the history.” 

Writers on the tour include the 
borough’s beloved poet and news-
paperman Walt Whitman; novel-
ist Jonathan Lethem, the author of 
“Motherless Brooklyn,” and memoir-
ist Frank McCourt, who lived above 
Montero’s bar in the 1980s. 

Those writers have not changed 
since the Brooklyn tours started in 
2014. But the tour guides say that 
up-and-coming novelists can make a 
literary reputation — of a sort — by 

joining the tour and making a scene 
at a famous bar.

“Make a name for yourself!” 
laughs Chase. “We’ll talk about you 
in tours for decades to come.”

Brooklyn Literary Pub Crawl at 
Henry Street Ale House [62 Henry St. 
between Orange and Cranberry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (212) 613–5796, 
www.literarypubcrawl.com]. Sundays 
at 1 pm. $20 ($15 students).

Textbook pose: At the end of the Brooklyn 
Literary Pub Crawl tour, a group poses 
at the Brooklyn Inn, haunt of writers like 
Jonathan Lethem and Jonathan Ames. 
 Eric Chase

Pubs and publishing
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FULL BAR
SICILIAN COMFORT FOOD
Featuring Our Famous 200 Year Old

Pizza Recipe!!
Celebrating our 2nd Anniversary April 1st – 

THANK YOU to all our loyal customers! 

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

APPETIZERS (CHOICE OF ONE)

Shrimp Ajillo · Chorizo (Spanish Sausages) · Shrimp Cocktail · Mushrooms Ajillo
Calamares en su tinta (Squids Ink Sauce) · Salpicon (Cold Seafood Salad)

DESSERTS (CHOICE OF ONE)

Chocolate Mousse Cake · Cheesecake
Flan · Ice Cream
Coffee - Espresso - Tea

Mother’s Day Menu
Now Accepting Reservations from 12:00 noon till close

Per Person
           + Tax + Tip
$8 Extra Plate

$45

Per Person
           + Tax + Tip

$22

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S MENU
APPETIZERS Shrimp Cocktail
ENTREES (CHOICE OF ONE)
Chicken Villarroy · Fried Shrimp Chicken & Rice
DESSERT (CHOICE OF ONE)
Chocolate Mousse Cake · Ice Cream

ENTRÉES (CHOICE OF ONE)

Served with salad & vegetables or rice

Paella Valenciana
(Rice, chicken, sausage & seafood)
Paella Marinera
(Seafood Only)
Mariscada in Green Sauce
Shrimp Ajillo
Salmon with Tartar Sauce
Veal Sanchos
(Saute with Mushrooms & Madeira Wine)
Chicken Ajillo
Filet Mignon
Broiled Lobster Tail
Mar y Tierra (Surf & Turf)
Sirloin Steak
Rack of Lamb

With
Lobster

M.P.

$10.00
Extra

7410 3rd Avenue (near 75th Street)  For reservations please call 718-748-0770 
www.sanchosrestaurant.com  All major credit cards accepted  Valet Parking 

Parties Always Welcome for all Occassions

}

}

$4200
Per person +

tax & gratuity

ADULTS

GreenhouseCafe.com

CHILDREN’S MENU 
        $19.95 Per child +

tax & gratuity

718 -989 - 8952
Live Music

All Weekend

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

and 
Wednesday 8pm. 

Thursdays 8 pm.

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE

Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

With Apple Brandy Glaze

with Lemon Saffron Sauce

Shrimp Scampi 
White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce

Sautéed Boneless Chicken Cutlet w/ Portabella Mushroom & Marsala Wine

($8.00 Extra)
with Herb Butter 

All Entrées served with Mashed Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

        CHOICE OF DESSERT

Coffee Or Tea
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By Dennis Lynch

They are gonna party like it’s 
1899!

The sounds of the 19th cen-
tury will sing out at the Old Stone 
House in Park Slope on April 24, 
with sea shanties, opera, and the tinny 
sound of an old wax cylinder. The 
music is part of the 19th Century 
Extravaganza festival and picnic. And 
not all of the Victorian-era tunes are 
as refined as people think, says one 
performer. 

“We do a song called ‘New York 
Girls’ — a guy comes into port and 
goes to Bleecker Street and basi-
cally gets roofied by a bunch of pros-
titutes, and in his opinion the worst 
thing about it is he can’t remember 
if he had a good time or not,” said 
Kellfire Bray, of the sea shanty group 
the Picadilly Weepers. “Most people 
think ‘Oh the 19th century, they’re 
all proper,’ but it wasn’t the clean-cut, 
stoic time the Victorians would like 
you to think it was.”

Bray says the time period is more 
relevant than many people think.

“It’s incredibly necessary to under-
stand that it’s part of this continuum of 
history. Most people don’t give a s---, 
they’re too busy wrapped up in the 
present to really care about where they 
come from,” Bray said. “Events like 
this try to give people a glimpse of it.”

The day’s festival is hosted by 
the New York 19th Century Society. 
Other music performers during the 
fest include opera singer Nicole Olivia, 
and Natalia “Saw Lady” Paruz, play-
ing the musical saw.

Visitors will also be able to hear 
the actual sounds of the 1800s, as 
captured on a wax cylinder player 
invented by Thomas Edison — a pre-
cursor to the high-tech phonograph 
players of today. Those cylinders — 
and a host of other Victorian arti-
facts, including a bustle dress, model 
steam engines, and wind-up toys from 
the era — come from a Museum of 
Interesting Things exhibit that will set 
up inside the Stone House. The show’s 
curator said that one need not be a 
Victoria-phile to have a good time at 
the festival.

“We don’t make it so exclusive 
that only someone who likes the 19th 
century can come, you don’t need a 
costume or anything,” said Denny 

Daniel, who is also a member of the 
19th Century Society’s board of direc-
tors. “It doesn’t have to be people who 
are just into antiques, or the Victorian 
era, or history buffs — it’s a fun festi-
val and a cultural event.”

The day will also feature a 
Victorian fashion show with the latest 
trends of the 1860s, an introductory 
open air drawing class — all the rage 
with the contemporary young and 
hip, and a demonstration of the self-
defense fighting style Bartitsu, which 
uses canes, cloaks, and top hats. 

Nineteenth Century Extravaganza 
at the Old Stone House (336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, www.nyncs.org/extrava-
ganza). April 24, 11 am–4 pm. Free.

By Dennis Lynch

We love the Earth, and it 
loves us!

The planet has tilted 
towards the sun, and we are all steam-
ing at full speed towards summer. 
And there are plenty of ways to take 
advantage of the fine weather this 
weekend. 

Friday is Earth Day, but we are 
celebrating it on Saturday in the best 
way we can — at Bay Ridge’s big-
gest park! It’s My Park Day starts 
bright and early, at 9:30 am at Owl’s 
Head Park (enter at the corner of 
67th and Senator streets). The Owl’s 
Head Park Horticulture Group will 
honor its late founder, Javier Acevedo, 
with a flag-raising ceremony using 
the new flagpole in his memorial 
garden. Councilman Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge), who allocated funds 
for the pole, will be there, as will 
the Xaverian High School Orchestral 

Band. Then volunteers can pitch in 
to help clean the park, and organiz-
ers will hand out American flags — 
appropriate for Earth Day, since this is 
the greatest nation on Earth!

Then it is time for earth-shaking 
action, when live wrestling comes 
to the Ridge! WrestlePro presents an 
action-packed ticket at Saint Patrick’s 
Church (9511 Fourth Ave. between 
96th and 95th streets). Prepare for 
the Revolting Blob! The Heavenly 
Bodies! And Mr. Belding, from 
“Saved by the Bell!” You read that 
right — Dennis Haskins, who played 
everyone’s favorite 1990s educator, 
will manage the Ridge’s own WWE 
wrestler Kevin McDonald during the 
main event. The bell rings at 8 pm, 
and tickets start at $15.

On Sunday you can sleep in, then 
take a leisurely stroll in the sunshine 
to the Wicked Monk (9510 Third Ave. 
between 95th and 96th streets) at 4 pm 
to catch “Celtic party rock” one-man 
band Dave Barckow. He will play 
some Irish tunes and some of his own 
— on both guitar and foot-operated 
drum kit.

By Julianne Cuba

It is a day of double 
trouble!

Fans of horror films 
can welcome summer with 
a double dose of “The 
Wicker Man” this May 
Day. A Williamsburg event 
space will offer simultane-
ous screenings of the origi-
nal 1973 British cult classic 
and its campy 2006 remake 
on May 1. The event, pre-
sented by Nitehawk Cinema 
at Villain, will immerse 
viewers in the world of the 
film with special drinks, 
music, and costumes, said 
its organizer.

“We wanted to present 
the film in a different way 
than just in our theater, 
pushing the envelope of 
cinema experience,” said 
Florencia Varela.

The film follows a 
detective searching for a 
missing girl in a remote 
pagan community. The 
original has been called 
the “Citizen Kane of hor-
ror movies,” while the 
remake, starring Nicholas 
Cage and a bunch of bees, 
has a cult following as an 
unintentional comedy. The 
two films will be shown in 
different rooms so viewers 
can compare and contrast 
by walking from one to 
the other.

In addition to popcorn, 
viewers can enjoy beers 
from Bushwick’s Braven 

Brewing Company, as well 
as a special cocktail made 
with honey and gin. There 
will also be pagan chiller-
inspired music played by 
DJ Devon E. Levins, of the 
film-score playing band 
Morricone Youth. 

The first few lucky 
guests will get a handmade 
mask like the ones worn by 
cultists in the original “The 
Wicker Man” —  though 
they will not do justice to 
the beauty of the ones in 
the film, Varela said. 

“They’re inspired by 
them — the ones in the 
film are absolutely gor-
geous,” she said. 

Varela is a big fan of 
both the films, but appre-
ciates the original for its 
peculiarity, she said. 

“I personally love the 
1973 version just because 
of the strange, surreal 
world it creates,” Varela 
said. “It’s just the pinna-
cle of surrealism and very 
interesting horror.”

But the immersive show 
will not feature any fires, 
said Varela.

“I’m pretty sure that’s 
a fire code violation,” she 
laughed.

“Hawks’ Nite Out: 
Wicker Men” at Villain 
[50 N. Third St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–
2222, www.villain-llc.com]. 
May 1 at 5 pm. $20. 

Double ‘Wicker Man’ show 
for May Day, May Day!

Festival celebrates music of the 19th century

It’s wicker cool: The 1973 horror film “The Wicker Man” (pictured) and 
its 2006 remake will both burn up the screen at Villain on May 1. 

Wax poetic: Museum of Interesting Things curator Denny Daniel will show off his Edison 
Wax Cylinder at the Nineteenth Century Society’s Extravaganza at the Old Stone House 
at Washington Park on April 24. Photo by Jason Speakman

Rites of spring

EAR OF AN ERA

The best Bay Ridge Nights on Earth

Animal farm: The first few visitors to the “Wicker Man” screening 
on May 1 will receive a mask inspired by those worn by cultists in 
the cult film. Photo by Louise Wateridge
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
SAT, APR 23

MUSIC, BRUCE SPRING-
STEEN AND THE E 
STREET BAND: $75–
$155. 7:30 pm.

SUN, APR 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS FLORIDA 
PANTHERS: $45–
$1,099. 7:30 pm.

MON, APR 25
MUSIC, BRUCE SPRING-

STEEN AND THE E 
STREET BAND: $75–
$155. 7:30 pm.

WED, MAY 4
MUSIC, JUSTIN BIEBER: 

$50–$126. 7:30 pm.

THU, MAY 5
MUSIC, JUSTIN BIEBER: 

$50–$126. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 7
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY 

GOOD MUSIC FESTI-
VAL: With Keyshia Cole, 
Ginuwine, Monica, and 
Tank. $65–$135. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 14
COMEDY, MARTIN LAW-

RENCE: $40–$130. 8 
pm.

TUE, MAY 17
MUSIC, THE 1975: With 

Wolf Alice. $40–$50. 
8 pm.

FRI, MAY 20
MUSIC, BADY BOY FAM-

ILY REUNION: Puff 
Daddy, Faith Evans, 
Lil’ Kim, Mase, French 
Montana, and more. 
With special guests Jay 
Z and Mary J. Blige. 
$50–$300. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 21
MUSIC, BADY BOY FAM-

ILY REUNION: Puff 
Daddy, Faith Evans, Lil’ 
Kim, Mase, French Mon-
tana, and more. With 
special guests Mary J. 
Blige, DMX, and Swizz 
Beatz. $50–$300. 8 pm.

WED, JUNE 1
MUSIC, SELENA GOMEZ: 

$45–$99. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 11
MUSIC, NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Jerry Ri-
vera, Sonora Ponceña, 
Tito Rojas, Los Ado-
lecentes, and more. 
$70–$130. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 14
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND 

THE MACHINE: $50–
$130. 7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 15
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND 

THE MACHINE: $50–
$130. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 25
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
Keith “One Time” Thur-
man faces “Showtime” 
Shawn Porter. $TBA. 
Time TBA.

FRI, JULY 8
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO 

AND NICK JONAS: 
$40–$126. 7 pm.

SAT, JULY 9
MUSIC, NEW EDITION 

AND KENNY ‘BABY-
FACE’ EDMONDS: 
$59–$150. Time TBA.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

True Beliebers: Justin Bieber’s tweenage fans blocked the 
streets after his last concert at Barclays Center, so you might 
want to avoid driving nearby after his shows on May 4 and 5.
 Associated Press / Chris Pizzello

FRI, APRIL 22
ART, “AGITPROP!”: This ex-

hibit explores the legacy 
and continued use of 
power and politically en-
gaged art. $16 museum 
admission. 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

NATURE EXPLORATION: 
Alliance members take 
children on a bird watch, a 
nature trail hike and meet 
with Snappy the Turtle. 
Free. Noon–4 pm. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

ART, “SOLE EXCHANGE”: 
A participatory art instal-
lation, where visitors are 
invited to sit on pedes-
tals and to exchange their 
footwear. Free. 2–7pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (646) 279–
3969], www.open-source-
gallery.org. 

THEATER, UNIVERSOUL 
CIRCUS: A fun show that 
blends circus arts, theater 
and music. $20–$35. 7 
pm. Aviator Sports and 
Events Center [3159 Flat-
bush Ave. in Floyd Bennett 
Field in Marine Park, (718) 
758–7500]. 

“SPRING HAS SPRUNG”: St. 
Simon and St. Jude Church 
hosts its annual card party. 
With food, prizes, and fun! 
$25. 7 pm. St. Simon & St. 
Jude Church [185 Van Sick-
len St. between Avenue 
T and Lake Street in Gra-
vesend, (718) 375–9600]. 

EARTH DAY ORGANIC 
FASHION EVENT: Earth 
Speaks, an eco-friendly 
clothing line, launches 
its spring collection, with 
models, wine, and refresh-
ments. Free. 7 pm. 139 Art 
and Design Co-Op (139 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.
earthspeaks.com. 

THEATER, “ROMEO AND 
JULIET”: Aquila Theatre 
presents a visually stun-
ning production of Shake-
speare’s tale of romance, 
murder and tragedy. 
$20–$50. 7:30 pm. GK Arts 
Center [29 Jay St. between 
John and Plymouth streets 
in Dumbo, (914) 401–9494], 
aquilatheatre.com. 

DANCE, RECITAL AND PER-
FORMANCE: Long Island 
University Brooklyn dance 
majors perform an excit-
ing program of modern 
and contemporary dance, 
including work from faculty 
and student choreogra-
phers. $15 ($10 students 
and seniors). 7:30 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–
1624], www.brooklyn.liu.
edu/kumbletheater. 

THEATER, “KILLING RE-
PUBLICANS — A ROCK 
OPERA”: A musical about 
three fi rst-class passengers 
who drink, talk politics, 
and sing about the history 
of assassination attempts 
on Republican presidents. 
$15. 8 pm. Coney Island 

USA Shooting Gallery Arts 
Annex [1214 Surf Ave. be-
tween W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, QUAKER CITY 
NIGHTHAWKS: A science 
fi ction-inspired, ZZ Top-
esque band. Free. 9 pm. 
Hill Country Barbecue [345 
Adams St. at Willoughby 
Street, (718) 885–4608], 
www.hillcountrybk.com. 

SAT, APRIL 23
THEATER, “IN THE 

HEIGHTS”: The Gallery 
Players performs the vi-
brant musical about the 
changing cultural land-
scape of Washington 
Heights in Manhattan. $18 
($15 seniors and students). 
2 pm and 8 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], www.gal-
leryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “ADVENTURES 
OF SHERLOCK HOL-
MES”: The legendary 
sleuth takes the stage in a 
witty, fast-paced produc-
tion featuring a female 
Sherlock, from the Aquila 
Theatre company. $20-50. 
2 pm and 7:30 pm. GK Arts 
Center [29 Jay St. between 
John and Plymouth streets 
in Dumbo, (914) 401–9494], 
aquilatheatre.com. 

THEATER, “KILLING RE-
PUBLICANS — A ROCK 
OPERA”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
April 22. 

POP-UP-AUDUBON: Meet 
the feathered denizens of 
the park. Free. 11 am–4 
pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audu-
bon. 

DUMBO FAMILY FESTIVAL: 
Kick off the season with 
games, dance, play and fun 
activities. Free. 11 am–2 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 

at Main Street and John 
Street in Dumbo). 

BUG ZAPPER COMICS 
LAUNCH PARTY: Tom 
Eaton releases his new 
superhero comic book for 
kids, “The Bug Zapper!” 
Featuring a book signing, 
animation, stickers, and 
more. Free. Noon. Mama 
Says Comics Rock [306 
Court St. between De-
graw and Sackett streets 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
797–3464], www.mamasay-
scomics.com. 

ART, MADARTS SPRING 
OPEN STUDIO: Explore 
the studios of 26 local 
artists, on two fl oors of a 
giant warehouse. Free. 1–6 
pm. MadArts [255 18th St. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(646) 276–3291]. 

DANCE, RECITAL AND PER-
FORMANCE: 2 pm and 8 
pm. See Friday, April 22. 

ART, “WITHOUT RULES” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of sculptures, 
paintings, and collages 
from four anarchic, coun-
tercultural artists: Fer-
nando Carpaneda, Jesse 
Mosher, Frank Russo, and 
Miestorm Serpent. A punk 
band will play the open-
ing. 7–10 pm. MF Gallery 
(213 Bond Street, between 
Baltic and Butler streets 
in Gowanus), www.mfgal-
lery.net. 

MULTICULTURAL SEDER: 
The Bay Ridge Jewish Cen-
ter hosts its Seder at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
with special guests Bor-
ough President Adams, 
Sen. Marty Golden, Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile, 
and military personnel. A 
traditional catered dinner 
with songs, stories, and 
activities for all ages. $75 
($25 children, less for BRJC 
members). 7 pm. Our Sav-
ior Lutheran Church [414 
80th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

FUND RAISER, NIGHT AT 
THE RACES: Place bets on 
wooden horses, while en-
joying hot dogs and drinks. 
Funds benefi t the Knights 
of Columbus scholarship 
fund. Free. 7 pm. Sacred 
Hearts St. Stephen Church 
(125 Summit St. at Hicks 
Street in Carroll Gardens). 

SUN, APRIL 24
TALK, “THIS IS BROOK-

LYN!”: Learn the history of 
Brooklyn through the lens 
of the Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society building in this 
hour-long tour. Longtime 
Brooklyn residents and 
fi rst-time visitors alike will 
learn details about the 
building and borough. 
Free. 1 pm. Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

MUSIC, ORGANIST GAIL AR-
CHER: Free. 5 pm. Grace 
Episcopal Church [254 
Hicks St. at Grace Court 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
624–1850], www.grace-
brooklyn.org. 

THEATER, “KILLING RE-
PUBLICANS — A ROCK 
OPERA”: 6 pm. See Friday, 
April 22. 

THEATER, UNIVERSOUL 
CIRCUS: 7 pm. See Friday, 
April 22. 

MUSIC, GELSEY BELL’S COL-
LABORATIVE DUETS: 
The singer-songwriter col-
laborates with her sister, 
choreographer and dancer 
Biba Bell, and with musi-
cian John King. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

MUSIC, DJ EZ, SINDEN, 
KHALIL (LIVIN’ PROOF) 
& PAULI THE PSM, JUBI-
LEE: $25 ($15 in advance). 
10 pm. Output [74 Wythe 
Ave. at N. 12th Street in 
Williamsburg, (917) 333–
1000], www.outputclub.
com. 

MARKET, DOWN TO EARTH 
FARMER’S MARKET: $12 
for children, $15 for adults. 
10 am–5 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

READING, “THE BEST DAYS 
ARE THE DOG DAYS”: Au-
thor Aaron Meshon shares 
the joys of nap time and of 
puppies. Free. 11:30 am. 
powerHouse on 8th [1111 
Eighth Ave. between 11th 
and 12th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MON, APRIL 25
 READING, “EAT, DRINK 

& BE LITERARY”: Nor-
wegian writer Karl Ove 
Knausgaard, the author of 
the six-volume, New York 
Times-bestselling auto-
biographical series “My 
Struggle,” sits down with 
Deborah Treisman. $60. 
6:30 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

PASSOVER SEDER: Mem-

Mo’ hawk, mo’ problems: Punk meets paint in the “Without 
Rules” exhibit opening at the Martina Frank gallery on April 
23, featuring this image by Fernando Carpaneda, work from 
three other anarchic artists, and a punk band playing the 
opening. Fernando Carpaneda

Continued on page 36
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bers of all religious back-
grounds are invited to a 
traditional Jewish holiday 
dinner. $40. 6:30 pm. St. 
Finbar Church Center 
[1838 Bath Avenue at 18th 
Street in Bensonhurst, 
(917) 282–9498], www.
stfi nbarbrooklyn.org. 

FILM, “RACE — THE POWER 
OF AN ILLUSION” EPI-
SODE 3: Post-screening 
discussion led by author 

and CUNY sociology pro-
fessor Erica Chito-Childs. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-
OTHER”: Hosted by 
Ophira Eisenberg, this 
rambunctious hour blends 
brainteasers and local pub 
trivia night with comedy 
and music. $25 ($20 in 

advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, APRIL 26
FIRST DISCOVERIES: Call-

ing all explorers from 2 
to 4 years old to plant 
a seed, touch a wriggly 

worm and hear a story by 
the meadow nook. Free 
with Garden Admission. 
9:30 am. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

READING, MANHATTAN-
VILLE READING SERIES: 
The reading series for 
emerging writers features 
Lincoln Michel, Kyle Lucia 
Wu, Annabel Graham, and 
Julia Phillips. Free. 7:30 
pm. Manhattanville Cof-
fee [167 Rogers Ave. at 
St. Johns Place in Crown 
Heights, (646) 781–9900], 
www.manhattanvillecof-
fee.com. 

WED, APRIL 27
TALK, THE PSYCHOLOGY 

AND PHILOSOPHY OF 
IMPLICIT BIAS: Michael 
Brownstein joins the 
Brooklyn Public Philoso-
phers to introduce you to 
(and maybe help exorcise) 
your inner bigot. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[10 Grand Army Plaza, 
between Eastern Parkway 
and Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

THEATER, “THE HEART IS 
NOT MADE OF STONE”: 
A multi-media production 
that examines the rela-
tionship between artistic 
creation and totalitarian-
ism, through the perspec-
tive of the Russian poet 
Anna Akhmatova (1889-
1966). $75. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL PETROSI-
NO’S PETRIO LIVE JAZZ 
TRIO: Free. 8 pm. The 
Room at Dizzy’s (230 Fifth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA 
MASSIVE: $15. 8:00PM. 
Pioneer Works [159 Pio-
neer St. between Imlay 
and Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

THURS, APRIL 28
ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 

AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many ex-
hibits and galleries every 
Thursday evening, spon-
sored by Squarespace. 
Free. 6–10 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, REGINA OPERA IN 
CONCERT: A free one-
hour concert of opera 
and Broadway selections. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Sunset Park 
Public Library [5108 Fourth 
Ave. at 51st Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 965–6533], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

ART, FLOWER ARRANG-
ING WORKSHOP: Learn 
to create your own fl ower 
arrangement in a mason 
jar, how to prep your fl ow-
ers, and caring for your 
creation. Ticket includes all 
materials and two drinks. 
$81.66. 7 pm. Sycamore 
[1118 Cortelyou Rd. be-
tween Stratford and West-

minster roads in Ditmas 
Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

MUSIC, HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
BING!: Singer Martin Mc-
Quade performs a tribute 
to Bing Crosby. Free. 7–10 
pm. Hunter’s Steak and Ale 
House [9404 Fourth Ave. 
between 94th and 95th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238–8899], www.hunt-
erssteakhouse.net. 

THEATER, “THE HEART IS 
NOT MADE OF STONE”: 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
April 27. 

THEATER, “BABY IAN FALLS 
DOWN A WELL”: In this 
experimental comedy, as-
piring child star Baby Ian 
is trapped in a well, where 
he discovers an adult Baby 
Jessica, fl eeing her fame 
from falling down a well in 
1987. $10. 9 pm. Annoy-
ance Theatre [367 Bedford 
Ave. at S. Fifth St. in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 569–7810], 
www.theannoyancenewy-
ork.com. 

COMEDY, KEVIN GEEKS 
OUT ABOUT THE DEVIL: 
Comedian Kevin Maher 
and special guests explore 
some of the strangest de-
pictions of pop culture’s 
greatest villain — the Devil 
himself. $15. 9:30 pm. Ni-
tehawk Cinema [136 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

FRI, APRIL 29
WHERE CAN YOU HEAR 

“SONG OF THE SEA?”: 
Read and hear how the Sea 
split for the Children of 
Israel and hear the “Song 
of the Sea” sung by Moses 
and the Israelites after the 
parting of the sea. Free. 
9 am. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

KIDS’ DISCOVERY STA-
TIONS: Did in and get your 
hands dirty, investigate 
and classify plants, learn 
how a carnivorous plant 
eats, and explore the 
meadow. Free with Gar-
den Admission. 10:15 am. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

TALK, DISCOVERING LES-
BIAN PHYSICIANS OF 
THE 19TH CENTURY: Dr. 
Jane Petro presents a slide 
show about the many les-
bian physicians who prac-
ticed between 1850 and 
1900. Free. 7 pm. Lesbian 
Herstory Archives [484 
14th St. between Eighth 
Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3953], www.lesbian-
herstoryarchives.ort. 

THEATER, “THE HEART IS 
NOT MADE OF STONE”: 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
April 27. 

THEATER, “IN THE 
HEIGHTS”: 8 pm. See Sat-
urday, April 23. 

THEATER, “KILLING RE-
PUBLICANS — A ROCK 
OPERA”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
April 22. 

SAT, APRIL 30
THEATER, “IN THE 

HEIGHTS”: 2 pm and 8 
pm. See Saturday, April 23. 

MUSIC, CONSIDER THE 
SOURCE: The “Sci-Fi Mid-
dle Eastern Fusion” band 
plays. $15–$30. 6 pm. The 
Hall at MP [470 Driggs Ave. 
between N. 10th and N. 
11th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–4001], the-
hallbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, “LET’S DANCE” THE 
TOUR 2016: Featuring 
Silento, We Are Toonz and 
99 Percent. $42. 7:30 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

THEATER, “KILLING RE-
PUBLICANS — A ROCK 
OPERA”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
April 22. 

CELEBRATE SHABBAT AND 
THE EIGHTH DAY OF 
PASSOVER: Hear the spe-
cial Torah readings and 
messages. Yiskor also said. 
Free. 9 am. Bay Ridge Jew-
ish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. between 80th and 
81st streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 836–3103], www.
brjc.org. 

BERKELEY COLLEGE OPEN 
HOUSE: High school se-
niors and parents are in-
vited to attend this event 
to meet with professors 
and learn about various 
college programs. Free. 
9 am–1 pm. Berkeley Col-
lege [255 Duffi eld Street 
in Downtown, (800) 446–
5400, X CAL], www.berke-
leycollege. 

SAKURA MATSURI: The 35th 
annual Cherry Blossom 
festival, features tradi-
tional and contemporary 
Japanese dances, per-
formances and customs. 
$20–$25 (Free for children 
12 and younger). 10 am. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

BROOKLYN STUYVESANT 
HEIGHTS LIONS CLUB 
AWARDS BRUNCH: The 
community group recog-
nizes six distinguished 
achievers: the Honorable 
Annette M. Robinson, 
Eddie Freeman, Denise 
Gibbs, Jacqueline Jacobs, 
Dr. Kim Best, and Gwen-
dolyn Robinson. $50. 11 
am. Sugar Hill Supper 
Club [609 DeKalb Ave. 
at Nostrand Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (347) 
476–8013]. 

PARK SLOPE FAMILY FESTI-
VAL: Puppetry Arts pres-
ents a day of fun with Star 
Wars’ characters, puppet-
making classes, games, 
prizes, and loads of fun. . 
Free admission ($2-4 activ-
ities fee; $5 tote decorat-
ing and $4 bounce house). 
11 am–3 pm. By JJ Byrne 
Park (Fourth St. and Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope). 

ART, DIVIDING GRAVITY 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibition of new works 
by metalworker Alissa 
Lamarre. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Metal Works (640 
Dean St. between Carlton 
and Vanderbilt avenues; 
Second Floor in Prospect 
Heights), www.bkmetal-
works.com. 

Continued from page 35 

Supported by:

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College to Flatbush Avenue  /  on-site paid parking available2

BrooklynCenter.org or 718-951-4500

A Con Edison Music Masters Series Event

STRAIGHTEN UP & 
FLY RIGHT: THE
NAT KING COLE

TRIBUTE
Sun, May 1 at 3pm

Featuring 
RAMSEY LEWIS and
JOHN PIZZARELLI 

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 per person
Music : Thurs. – Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

Parties welcome for all occasions

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 22-28, 2016 37  24-7

ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

Hours
Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm

See menu @ 
www.AtlasSteak.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS
B8Transportation Q B

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food
Impeccable Service

Rave Reviews

F To
18 Ave.

Now
Serving

Enjoy Premium Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 
Prepared To Perfection 

For A Classic Steakhouse Experience.

Live Entertainment
THURSDAYS

Guitar Nite 6pm - Close
FRIDAYS

Saxophone Nite 7pm - Close

1619 718-331-2221
 

RATED #1 
DINER IN BROOKLYN

BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)DINER & RESTAURANT

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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Ponds shines at Jordan Classic
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

Shamorie Ponds gave his 
future teammates a peek at 
his skills.

The Jefferson guard calmly 
went about scoring 17 points, 
dishing out two assists, and 
collecting two steals in a los-
ing effort during the Jordan 
Brand Classic boys’ basket-
ball all-American game at 
Barclays Center on April 15. 
And four players from Ponds’s 
soon-to-be home at St. John’s 
University came out to watch 
as a way of bonding with the 
incoming star.

“It shows that we respect 
each other,” Ponds said. “I 
pretty much went to every 
home game they had, pretty 
much kick it in the locker 
room. 

“We are just trying to get 
there. It’s a bond.”

St. John’s is coming off an 
8–24 season, but Ponds expects 
things to turn around once he 
and the rest of the new recruit-
ing class take the court.

“I’m pretty confi dent,” he 
said. “I feel we have a shot 
to do well next year with the 
chemistry we got.”

The Courier Life All-
Brooklyn player of year said 
he would have liked a better 
show in his home town — he 
shot seven-for-15 with just one 
three-pointer made. 

He dropped in 15 of his 
points once he began seizing 
opportunities in the second 
half.

Ponds scored a quick seven 
points, including a long trey 
to pull his team within three 
points with 10:55 to play.

He is the fi rst player from a 
New York City high school to 
play in the All-American game 
since Rice’s Durand Scott in 
2009. And hometown fan gave 
him a nice ovation during in-
troductions — a moment that 
will stick with him.

“It means a lot for a home-
town guy,” Ponds said. “I’m 
just trying to put on a show.”COAST TO COAST: Flatbush native Unique McLean, who plays at Massachusetts’ MacDuffi e School, dropped in 

24 points. Photo by Yaowei Lu

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The Nets are bringing in a 
New York native to be the 
team’s next coach.

The club announced on 
April 17 that it hired Atlanta 
Hawks assistant and Long 
Island native Kenny Atkin-
son to take over for interim 
coach Tony Brown, who re-
placed  the fired Lionel Hol-
lins . Atkinson will begin 
the job once Atlanta’s post-
season run is over. The new 
headman has what it will 
take to turn around the flag-
ging 21–61 team, the team’s 
owner said.

“Aside from his tremen-
dous skills and experience, 
he has the mindset we need to 
build a winning team day by 
day, step by step,” Nets owner 
Mikhail Prokhorov said in a 
press release. “Together, we 
can do great things.”

Atkinson joins the Nets 
after four seasons under 
Mike Budenholzer as an 
assistant coach with the 
Hawks, who made playoff ap-
pearances in each of those 
seasons. It included a trip to 
the Eastern Conference Fi-
nals last year. Prior to his 
tenure in Atlanta, Atkinson 
was an assistant coach for 
four seasons with the Knicks 
from 2008 to 2012 under Mike 
D’Antoni, helping the team 
reach the postseason in 2011 
and 2012. He also spent one 
season as the director of 
player development for the 
Houston Rockets.

“Kenny’s years of NBA 
coaching experience work-
ing under successful head 
coaches such as Mike Buden-
holzer and Mike D’Antoni 
have provided him with the 
foundation and experience 

we were looking for in a 
head coach,” said Nets gen-
eral manager Sean Marks.

Atkinson, a Huntington 
native, also has interna-
tional coaching experience 
working in player develop-
ment in Paris, the Republic 
of Georgia, the Ukraine, and 
the Dominican Republic. He 
is eager to get started turn-
ing things around in Brook-
lyn — once his duties with 
the Hawks end.

“I am truly honored and 
humbled to be named the 
head coach of the Brook-
lyn Nets, and I would like 
to thank Nets’ ownership 
and management for this 
tremendous opportunity,” 
Atkinson said. “Together 
with Sean and his staff, we 
look forward to building a 
winning tradition here in 
Brooklyn.” 

ATKINS DIET: The Nets brought in new head coach Kenny Atkinson to 
turn the team around. Associated Press / Charles Krupa

Continued on page 41

Nets hire new coach

• ‘I saw the left fielder 
turn his back, and I knew 
it was over.’

• ‘It means a lot for 
a hometown guy.’

— Madison’s Rob Fonseca on his three-run dinger — Shamorie Ponds on playing the 
Jordan Classic
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The uncommitted Mal-
achi Faison has seen 
firsthand what one 

big travel-ball season can 
do for your recruiting 
stock, and is determined 
to follow in the footsteps 
of Thomas Jefferson team-
mates Shamorie Ponds 
and Rasheem Dunn.

“I am in the same posi-
tion [Ponds] was in,” said 
Faison, a junior. “Nobody 
was really recruiting him 
at that moment. He just 
made the best of every-
thing. I see what he did, 
and I am trying to follow 
in his footsteps.”

Faison, an undersized 
6-foot-5 forward, doesn’t 
hold a scholarship offer 
after leaving the Juice 
All-Stars to play with the 
New York Lighting. To get 
one, he plans on building 
off of a strong junior sea-
son with the Orange Wave 
— a season in which the 
school garnered its first 
city and state titles. He 
averaged 11.3 points and 
14.1 rebounds per game. 

He is at his best when 
he enters his “beast 
mode,” which Jefferson 
coach Lawrence “Bud” 
Pollard also calls bring-
ing “the Brooklyn out” — 
when Faison plays with 
reckless abandon and 
aggressiveness on the 
boards. He did so while 
compiling 12 points, 13 
rebounds, and five steals 
in the city championship 
against rival Abraham 
Lincoln.

“I feel like that is when 
I am at my best — as 
you can see at Madison 
Square Garden,” Faison 
said. “That’s when I was 
at my best, when I am in 
my gritty mood.”

Faison put his ar-
ray of skills on display 
with the Lightning at the 
Nike Elite Youth Basket-
ball League at the Brook-
lyn Cruise Terminal last 
weekend. He scored off 
the dribble, controlled the 
boards, and even sparked 
runs with his post de-
fense. That versatility 
should attract colleges, 

according to Lightning 
coach Dana Dingle.

“I think a lot of coaches 
across the country will 
like him, because he is a 
blue-collar, hard worker,” 
Dingle said. “Whatever 
you tell him to do, he is 
gonna do. He is going to 
score around the rim. He 
is going to play defense. 
He’s going to get that 
loose ball. He’s going to 
motivate his teammates. 
He’s going to run through 
a wall.”

Next he needs to run 
through the wall separat-
ing him from a scholar-
ship. Faison is trying to 
improve his ball-handling 
and shooting to make him-
self even more attractive 
to college coaches — and 
to ready himself for more 
responsibility at Jeffer-
son next year, as the Or-
ange Wave lost all three 
members of its starting 
backcourt.

“Our seniors are gone 
now, so we need a leader,” 
Faison said. “I got to do 
more. Every year you got 
to do more. I can just get 
my guard skills up and 
be tough on the glass and 
continue to do what I do.”

He knows how it has 
worked for others — 
there’s no reason it can’t 
for him.

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

Blue-collar cred 
key to Faison’s 

breakout summer
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

The warm weather is heating 
up James Madison’s bats just 
in time. 

The Knights baseball team 
got off to a cold start at the 
plate this year after reaching 
the semifi nals a year ago. But 
the team’s bats have thawed 
after an icy spring — the 
Knights combined for 12 runs 
in their last two league vic-
tories, including an 8–4 win 
over fi rst-place Midwood at 
McGuire Park on April 18. 

“We are starting to get the 
bats going,” Knights coach 
Vincent Caiazza said.

Madison, which was 1–4 to 
start Public School Athletic 
League AAA Southeastern 
play, scored four runs in the 
top of the fi rst inning. Shawn 
James had an RBI-single and 
Rob Fonseca drilled a hanging 
curveball 345 feet to left-center 
for a three-run homer.  

“I saw the left fi elder turn 
his back, and I knew it was 
over,” Fonseca said.

He also got the job done on 
the mound by allowing just 
one unearned run on four hits 
and striking out seven over six 
innings. The 6-foot-3, righty, 
who can throw in the high 
80s, worked his way around 
three walks. The lone run that 
crossed the plate on his watch 
came on a throwing error in 

the fi rst inning.
Fonseca received help from 

his defense in key spots, which 
has not always been the case 
for Madison this summer. Sec-
ond basemen Charlie Prevete 
turned out a 4–4–3 double play 
in the third, and James made 

a great tag for an out after wild 
throw to fi rst in the fourth.

“Defense has been a prob-
lem all year,” shortstop Rob-
ert Howe said. “It was good to 
get out of trouble with the de-
fense.”

ON FIRE: Madison’s Jonathan Fonseca allowed just one unearned run 
and struck out seven batters through six innings. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY  TROY MAURIELLO
Archbishop Molloy gave 

Fontbonne Hall a taste of its 
own medicine. 

Just four days after the Bon-
nies pulled off a come-from-be-
hind win against Mary Louis, 
the Stanners rallied from a 
four-run late-inning defi cit 
for a 7–5 win in Catholic High 
School Athletic Association 
Brooklyn–Queens softball at 
Cunningham Park on April 
19. 

“Against a very good team, 
once you have them on the 
ropes, you have to continue 
to tack on runs,” Fontbonne 
coach Frank Marinello said. 
“Today we didn’t continue to 
tack on runs.”

Molloy scored three runs 
in both the fi fth and six in-
nings to pull away for the vic-
tory, which moves the defend-
ing champions into fi rst place.

“We’ve battled through ev-
ery game so far this season,” 
Molloy coach Maureen Rosen-
baum said. “They stayed to-
gether, and they played as a 
team, and we came back.”

Starting hurler Bianca 
Marletta and the Bonnies, 
however, had clear control of 
the game for the fi rst four in-
nings. 

Fontbonne jumped on the 
board in the top of the fi rst 
after a two-out rally in which 
fi ve straight batters reached 
base. Four straight singles 
from Martella, Natalie Lacog-
nata, Gabby Casagrande, and 
Abigail Fogliano — along with 
a pair of outfi eld errors from 
Molloy — helped the Bonnies 
go 3–0 in the opening frame.

Molloy tried to answer 
quickly, but left runners on 
second and third to end the 

Bonnies let lead slip away

Madison heating up
Squad shakes off the icicles, burns past Midwood

Continued on page 41

TOUGH LUCK: Fontbonne wind-
miller Bianca Marletta took the 
loss as Archbishop Molloy rallied 
for a win. Photo by Steve SolomonsonContinued on page 41
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The Knights (3–4) added a run in 
the seventh to make it 5–1 and scored 
three more times in the seventh. A 
Howe two-run homer was another 
highlight.

The extra runs proved important 
— Midwood made things interest-
ing against Knights reliever Brendan 
Azoff in the bottom of the seventh.

The Hornets scored three times 
with two outs, highlighted by a two-
run single from Cardieri. James came 
on to get the fi nal out with two on — a 
deep lineout to center by Michael Gon-
zalez.

Midwood (6–2) put itself in a big 
hole by not repeating the kind of play 
that launched it to a 6–1 start in league 

play this year. Errors extended Madi-
son innings, and key hits elude Mid-
wood in the early going.

“We just didn’t have the energy we 
needed until late in the game,” Hornets 
coach Saverio Nardone said. “That’s 
what we are about. We try to bring a lot 
of energy and make things happen. We 
didn’t do it until a little later on. Too 
little, too late.”

The Hornets will regroup, and Mad-
ison hopes to build off its two-game 
winning streak that includes a 4–2 
comeback victory over McKee-Staten 
Island Tech. The Knights squad lost 
three of its four games by three runs of 
less, but players know their margin for 
error is thin moving forward.

“It’s a big win coming against the 
fi rst-place team,” Howe said. “Maybe 
we can do something with this. Wins 
are contagious.

Continued from page 40 

MADISON

Brooklynites return 
for regional

Greenpoint native Travis Atson 
shook off early nerves playing in an 
all-star game in front of family and 
friends. The Notre Dame Prep star and 
Tulsa-bound wing scored 21 of his 25 
points in the second half and grabbed 
four rebounds to help the Team New 
York beat Team East 148–128 in the 
Jordan Brand Regional game.

“I was a little nervous coming 
out,” Atson said. “I missed my fi rst 
three or four shots. I calmed down. 
Second half, I just shot the ball how 
I always do.”

He put his full game on display, 
knocking down three treys, attack-
ing the basket, and hitting the back-
boards. It was the way Atson hoped to 
go out before heading to Tulsa. 

He played in the fi ve boroughs just 
three times since leaving Christ the 
King for prep school after his junior 
year.

“I’m so happy I went out playing 
great,” Atson said. 

And playing at the Jordan Brand 
Classic was a rare chance for Flat-
bush native and MacDuffi e School 
(Mass.) star Unique McClean to play 
at home.

He showed fans what they were 
missing by scoring 24 points and grab-

bing eight boards in the winning effort.
“My family could come to see me 

play, fi rst time playing in an arena,” 
the UMass commit said. “It was just a 
great experience.”

He was happy with how he shot the 
ball — sinking 11 of 24 from the fi eld 
on the big court — because it gives 
him something to build off of heading 
to college.

“Every time I shoot the ball, not 
I’m thinking, ‘It’s going to go in,’ ” 
McLean said. “Confi dence booster 
defi nitely.”

SECOND-HALF SCORES: Greenpoint na-
tive Travis Atson scored 21 of his 25 points 
in the second half of the Jordan Brand 
Classic regional game on April 15. 
 Photo by Yaowei Lu

Continued from page 39 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Her heater came slowly.

James Madison softball ace Isa-
bella Gerone added 6–7 miles per hour 
to her hurls after working with private 
pitching coach Glen Payne.

But the new heat didn’t come over-
night — she worked on her arm for a 
year, and the going was slow at fi rst.

“It took a little while,” the Hartford-
bound windmiller said. “At fi rst, it was 
just a lot slower. Then, as I kept going 
to practice, the speed just kept increas-
ing.” 

Gerone fanned a career-high 17 bat-
ters, allowed four hits, and walked 
none in the Knights’ 3–1 victory in 
eight innings against rival Telecom-
munication at the Dust Bowl on April 
19. She also delivered the go-ahead hit 
— a two-run homer to left center in the 
top of the eighth — before striking out 
the side to close the game.

“She is throwing many more 
strikes,” Telecom coach Glenn McCa-
rtney said. “She used to be a little wild. 
You have to earn your way on base 
with here now.” 

Gerone began the transformation 
two weeks before last year’s post sea-
son and occasionally switched be-
tween her old and new pitching mo-
tions mid-inning until she eventually 
got comfortable. The improvements 
helped her earn a Division-I scholar-
ship over the summer, and now she is 
dominating the Public School Athletic 
League’s Brooklyn A division. Gerone 
is 4–1 with at 1.22 earned run average 
and 70 strikeouts in just 31 innings 
pitched.

“As soon as the season started, I no-
ticed right away she was faster,” junior 
catcher Sam Mendelsohn said.

It appeared that all Gerone needed 
to out-duel Tele counterpart Thalia 
Santiago was the one-run Madison (5-
1) scratch in the third. Santiago, who 
allowed three hits, struck out 12 and 

walked just one. 
The lone free pass came to Taylor 

Trim, who later came around an error 
to make it 1–0.

The Yellow Jackets (8–1) evened the 
score at 1–1 on back-to-back singles by 
Isis Gonzalez and Santiago followed 
up by a bobbled ball that allowed Gon-
zalez to come home. Tele did threaten 
in the bottom of the seventh — thanks 
to a two-out double by Amanda Ramos 
— but could not bring it home. McCa-
rtney is happy with how his team is 
playing, despite the defeat. 

Gerone made Tele pay in the top of 
the eighth when she blasted a two-run 
homer on the fi rst pitch she saw.

The victory moves Madison into 
fi rst place in the division. The Knights 
have won fi ve straight since dropping 
its opener against Susan Wagner. They 
hope to keep the momentum going.

“This was a very important game,” 
Mendelsohn said. “We needed to get on 
top.”    

bottom half of the inning. Fontbonne 
(2–1)then added one more runs in 
the top of the second after a Lacog-
nata groundout with the bases loaded 
made it 4–0. 

The Stanners (3–1) got a run back 
in the bottom of the third after Gio-
vanna Bonilla singled and later came 
around to score on a wild pitch, but 
Molloy again left runners stranded 
on second and third the following 
innings. It was 4–1 Fontbonne after 
four. 

In the top of the fi fth, Fontbonne 
pushed across a run to extend its lead 
to 5-1, but left the bases loaded and 
could not score much needed insur-
ance runs. Molloy starter Camille 
Sears allowed fi ve runs on 10 hits 
with six strikeouts.

Molloy got itself back in the game 
in the bottom of the inning. Bonilla 
led off with a single and Jamie Durso 
then followed with a two-run inside-
the-park home run to right-center. 
Molloy scratched across one more 
run in the inning to cut the Font-
bonne lead down to one. 

“Honestly, I wasn’t really hitting 
well, so I knew that I just needed to 
hit the ball,” Durso said. “I didn’t 
care how big it was, I just wanted a 
little hit.”

The Stanners made the fi nal push 
in the bottom of the sixth. Stephanie 
Leyden got the rally started with a 

leadoff single, and MollyRose McMa-
hon, Bonilla, and Durso all reached 
base safely to continue the momen-
tum. 

Those three each came across to 
score on wild pitches later in the in-
ning as Marletta lost control and be-
gan to overthrow. 

“I was trying to get mad and throw 
as hard as I could,” Marletta said. 
“When I don’t have my full motion go-
ing on … I’ll go wild.” 

It helped contribute to the Bon-
nies’ fi rst league loss, which will be 
a motivator going forward as they 
hope to unseat the division-champion 
Stanners.

“We’re going to look forward to 
playing these guys again,” Marinello 
said. 

Revamped Gerone powers 
Madison past Telecom

THE WIND-UP: Madison’s Isabella Gerone is 
about to unleash the heat. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued from page 40 

BONNIES

HALL UPSET: The Bonnies’ lead — and the 
battle for fi rst place — slipped away against 
Archbishop Molloy. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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