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BY JULIANNE CUBA
That seals it!

More adorable sea-faring 
mammals are fl ocking to 
the waters off Coney Island 
thanks to cleaner water and 
better wildlife protection, 
according to an expert on 
the fl ippered furballs.

“They’ve been com-

ing in greater and greater 
amounts,” said Paul 
Sieswerda, a former curator 
for the New York Aquarium 
and founder of sea mammal 
advocacy group Gotham 
Whale.

The itinerant pinnipedia 
hail from New England and 
spend their winters soaking 

in sun on Swineburne Island 
— a man-made outcropping 
off the coast of Sea Gate that 
was once used to quarantine 
sick immigrants. Now the 
former convalescent colony 
is a symbol of the harbor’s 
improving health — more 
seals packed onto on the 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
She’s got a school in every 
port.

Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Farina is telling people around 
the city she wants to build a 
specialized maritime middle 
school in their backyards. The 
longtime educator told the 
Staten Island Advance on April 
7 that the far-f lung island is 
the “perfect 
place” build 
a middle 
school that 
would feed 
into the 
New York 
Harbor School 
high school on 
Governors Island. B u t 
she already told a Brooklyn 
state senator that Brooklyn 
— a hop-skip over Buttermilk 
Channel from the Governors 
Island school — was tops in her 
heart.

“She told us she wants 
the school in Sunset Park or 
Red Hook,” said Jim Vogel, a 
spokesman for state Sen. Vel-

BY ZACH JONES
Brooklyn will be crawling 
with bookworms!

A local literature enthu-
siast has organized a Brook-
lyn Bookstore Crawl that 
will set book lovers travel-
ing from shop to shop on In-
dependent Bookstore Day, 
April 30. The organizer of 
the event says that she wants 

to bring business and atten-
tion to the borough’s indie 
bookslingers — and that her 
plan is already working.

“I’ve had a lot of people 
look at the map and say, 
‘I never knew about this 
store!’ ” said Ellen Wright, 
who lives in Crown Heights. 
“The goal is to support inde-

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 6Continued on page 10

Automated 
play uses fabric 
Gertrude Stein 

BY ANNA RUTH RAMOS
It’s a play on words!

A Crown Heights art gallery 
will present a short performance 
about Gertrude Stein’s one-sen-
tence plays — but this show has no 
actors. The installation “Baby, said 
Alice B. Toklas…” uses automated 
characters made of cloth, with ro-
bot arms that pull them around the 
stage. The creator of the “experi-
mental, self-performing theater” 
says it is the result of a long-time 
ambition. 

“For a long, long time, for 30 
years, I’ve been wanting to make 
a self-performing theater that no-
body has to really do,” said artist 
Hanne Tierney, who is also the 
founder of the FiveMyles gallery, 
where the show will appear.

The show uses draped pieces 
of fabric to represent avant-garde 
writer Gertrude Stein and her 
lover, Alice B. Toklas, who asks 
“Baby, why do you write plays 
like the way you do?” Stein tries 

Continued on page 6
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DRAWING FOCUS: Artist Hanne Tierney arranges hula hoops to represent Gertrude Stein’s “A Circular Play” as part of 
her installation at Crown Heights art gallery FiveMyles. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Drunk on words Harbor’s seals of approval

Harbor 
schools 
for all!

MATERIAL GIRL

MAKING A SPLASH!: More 
seals are appearing in the 
harbor than ever before.
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BY LAUREN GILL
This isn’t your grandma’s 
electric bike!

A Cobble Hill cycle 
store is peddling a new 
battery-powered bike that 
is a far ride from the illicit 
motorized delivery bikes 
that plague the borough’s 
streets, according to an 
employee. For one thing, 
they’re totally legal, and for 
another, they actually look 
cool, he said.

“A lot of people don’t want 
to buy an electric bicycle be-
cause they’re ugly or for old 
people,” said Brent van As-
sen, a Prospect Heights resi-
dent who manages the Van 
Moof store on Baltic Street 
near Court Street. “Most of 
the time people don’t know 
it’s an electric bicycle until 
you tell them.”

The city made most elec-
tric bikes illegal in 2004, but 

Van Moof’s version is per-
mitted because it requires 
the user to do most of the 
work to power it and does 
not depend solely on the mo-
tor to operate, according to 
a rep for the police depart-
ment.

The high-tech rides have 

a small motor in the front 
wheel hub that gives riders 
some extra oomph as they 
pedal, but switches off af-
ter the two-wheeler reaches 
21.5 miles per hour. 

The bikes — which cost 
between $2,000 to $3,000 — 

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
This isn’t a taxi stand — it 
is a taxi standstill! 

The city must fi nd 
somewhere to house the 
out-of-use taxis that have 
been sitting idle on a 
Greenpoint street for at 
least a year as riders fl ock 
to Uber, say local business 
owners who claim the 
“taxi graveyard” is hog-
ging all the parking in the 
area and starving them of 
customers.

“It’s very unfair for 
shops whose customers 
are trying to fi nd park-
ing,” said Tony Arganto, 
owner of nearby fi lm stu-
dio Broadway Stages, at a 
recent 94th Precinct Com-
munity Council meeting, 
where he demanded po-
lice and the city’s Taxi and 
Limousine Commission 
step in.

The precinct’s com-
manding offi cer promised 
to reach out to the taxi 
agency to discuss solutions 
to the permanent parking 
lot on Provost Street be-

tween Greenpoint Avenue 
and Freeman Street, but 
a rep for the commission 
said it is perfectly legal 
for the company and other 
hacks to park their cabs 
there and wasn’t aware of 
any issues.

The dispatcher respon-
sible for most of the cars 
on the stretch — which de-
clined to comment for this 
article —  acknowledged 
the problem to Gothamist 
in August , but said its cus-
tomers and drivers have 
been ditching traditional 
cabs for app-based services 
and claimed it hasn’t been 

able to fi nd a lot nearby to 
house its empty fl eet.

“I don’t blame the neigh-
bors,” McGuinness Man-
agement Corporation owner 
Gus Kodogiannis told the 
website at the time. “Where 
are they going to put their 
cars?”

Local business owners 
say things have only gotten 
worse since then, and the 
graveyard is killing busi-
ness for the entire area.

“There are less people 
coming in,” said Andy Mal-
donado, who owns a deli 
a block away at McGuin-
ness Boulevard and Huron 
Street, and says the empty 
cars became a permanent 
fi xture around a year ago.

And residents say they 
are equally frustrated with 
the death of parking.

“It’s really gotten dis-
gusting — it’s unbelievable,” 
said resident Teresa DeFran-
cisco, who agreed that many 
locals have switched to Uber 
and its ilk, including one of 
her neighbors, who “goes 
crazy” for the company.

Cobble Hill bike store sells legal electric bicycles

CAB CLOG: Dozens of vacant 
yellow taxis are clogging 
Greenpoint streets.

MODERN SPOKES: Brent Van Assen is pedaling electric bikes at 
Van Moof bike shop in Cobble Hill.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Greenpointers demand 
city fi x ‘taxi graveyard’

Two tired? Get this!

ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

TRANSPORTATION B8Q BF TO
18 AVE.

943 Coney Island Ave.  | 646.494.7227
Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, 

Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Now Serving 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM-3PM
See menu @ www.AtlasSteak.com

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food
Impeccable Service

Rave Reviews
Enjoy Premium 

Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 
Prepared To Perfection For A 

Classic Steakhouse Experience

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
THURSDAYS | Guitar Nite 6pm - Close

FRIDAYS | Saxophone Nite 7pm - Close

Co
m

m
un

ity
 N

ew
s G

ro
up

 / 
M

ad
di

e 
An

th
on

y

Continued on page PB



A
PRIL 24, 2016, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Fare-well!

Sheepshead Bay residents 
are furious about a plan to make 
Sheepshead Bay Road a one-way 
street near the road’s eponymous 
subway station, but a city proposal 
to create a taxi stand on the road 
between E. 14th and E. 15th streets 
has people waving their hands in 
excitement. Right now, taxis ille-
gally park directly outside the sta-
tion exit, endangering area pedes-
trians, so the city must make good 
on the plan to give them a dedi-
cated stand away from bustling 
walkers, one local leader said.

“The problem is they don’t have 
a dedicated spot where they can 
stand,” said Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay).

The Department of Transpor-

tation is proposing the stand as 
part of a suite of changes aimed at 
making the road safer. The agency 
is also proposing making Sheep-
shead Bay Road one-way between 
E. 15th Street and Jerome Ave-
nue and creating pedestrian-only 
plazas on E. 15th between Sheep-
shead Bay Road and Avenue Z and 
on westbound Jerome Avenue be-
tween Sheepshead Bay Road and 
E. 17th Street.

The traffic flow changes have 
gotten some pushback from locals, 
but the moving the stand is a no-
brainer, one resident said.

“You’re not allowed to park 
there, but everybody parks there,” 
said Cliff Bruckenstein. 

“It’s a really simple fix. Move 
the taxi stand where it used to 
be.”

Hailing distance

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They want a different kind of 
traffi c jam.

Locals are demanding the 
city hit the brakes on a plan 
to make more of Sheepshead 
Bay one-way and cede nearby 
streets to pedestrians. Com-
munity Board 15 said the idea 
was a non-starter when the 
Department of Transporta-
tion pitched it last year, but 
the agency is trying to push 
it through anyway, and lo-
cals feel like they’re getting 
steam-rolled, one critic said.

“The Department of Trans-
portation is out of control, they 
do whatever they wish regard-
less of community opposition,” 
said Allan Rosen, a former 
planner for the New York City 
Transit Authority. “Now, it is 
going forward without any no-
tifi cation or further discussion. 
The plan to reroute traffi c and 
buses in Sheepshead Bay is asi-
nine and makes no sense.”

The department aims to 
extend a one-way section of 
Sheepshead Bay Road from E. 
15th Street to Jerome Avenue 
and create Times Square-style 
pedestrian plazas on E. 15th 
Street between Sheepshead Bay 
Road and Avenue Z and on west-
bound Jerome Avenue between 
Sheepshead Bay Road and E. 
17th Street. It also plans to move 
the B36 bus stop from right near 

the subway entrance to Avenue 
Z, create a taxi stand on Sheep-
shead Bay Road away from the 
subway exit, and resurface area 
streets, offi cials said.

Community Board 15  re-
jected the plan last June  during 
a presentation from the depart-
ment, claiming it would not 
reduce traffi c congestion and 
would endanger pedestrians 
by making public transit users 
walk an extra block to catch the 
bus at its new Avenue Z stop.

The changes will improve 
safety on the blocks around the 
Sheepshead Bay Road subway 
station, where a bus hit and 
killed a woman last December 
and where there were 74 traffi c-
related injuries between 2010 
and 2014, offi cials said.

“Safety is DOT’s number-
one priority,” a Department 

of Transportation spokesman 
said. “The reason behind im-
plementing this Vision Zero 
safety project in the area is to 
save lives.”

Area streets are already 
glutted with cars, and narrow-
ing drivers’ options will just 
make the roads more bloated, 
another critic said.

“It is ridiculous to close two 
blocks right around the hub,” 
said Steve Barrison. “The cars 
— where are they going to go? 
It’s like squeezing a balloon.”

The plan isn’t all bad, 
like improving road condi-
tions — but altering traffic 
patterns and constructing 
pedestrian islands are sig-
nificant changes that should 
require a dialogue between 
locals and the city, said Bar-
rison. 

SLOW DOWN: Allan Rosen is not a fan of the city’s plan to turn this part 
of Jerome Avenue into a pedestrian plaza. Photo by Angel Zayas

ROAD RASH!
Locals: City burning us with S’head street changes

NO, HE’S NOT HAILING A CAB: Cliff Bruckenstein waves goodbye to taxis that the city 
will soon prevent from idling right outside the Sheepshead Bay Road subway station.
 Photo by Angel Zayas

City to move hated Sheepshead Bay Road taxi stand

BY LAUREN GILL
The city plans on handing over 
an old Downtown Board of Edu-
cation building to a developer, in 
a deal that could spell the end for 
both the 116-year-old structure 
and historic Red Hook Lane, but 
also create space for a new public 
school, a local leader announced 
last Wednesday, 

City offi cials will soon ask 
real-estate companies to submit 
pitches for the site of the hand-
some Beaux Arts building that 
fronts onto Livingston Street 
and makes an L-shape around to 
the laneway, Community Board 
2 district manager Rob Per-
ris told the panel at its monthly 
meeting. 

He says the winning struc-

ture will include space for a 500- 
to 700-seat public school, which 
would help ease the squeeze that 
Downtown’s development boom 
has placed on local houses of 
learning.

“[The city] acknowledged the 
need for additional school ca-
pacity Downtown,” said Perris, 
who says he has met with the 
city’s Education Construction 
Fund, Department of Housing 
and Preservation, and Economic 
Development Corporation to dis-
cuss the plan.

A spokesman for the Corpo-
ration, which is the city’s de-
velopment arm, confirmed the 
plan to redevelop the building, 
but claimed a school is just one 
possibility for the space at this 

early stage.
Either way, the winning de-

veloper would score a 99-year 
lease on the land, where they 
will likely be able to erect a siz-
able structure — as Downtown’s 
zoning has no set height caps — 
that could include housing, re-
tail, or offi ces. 

Preservationists  have called 
for the city to landmark the 
stately brick building in the 
past , but that never happened, 
and now it is possible the entire 
thing will be razed, the spokes-
man said. 

The rep says the scheme is 
still contingent on it securing 
air rights from Red Hook Lane 
— which is still a street you can 
drive down, but was technically 

 demapped as part of the 2004 
Downtown Plan  — to allow the 
developer extra altitude, and it 
still hasn’t guaranteed it can do 
that. 

It is also possible the city 
will close off Red Hook Lane en-
tirely for a new building, Perris 
reported, which would be the 
end of  one of the borough’s old-
est streets  as well as the end of a 
popular artery to Fulton Mall.

Local families and pols  have 
been demanding  the city build 
a new school in the neighbor-
hood — which has accumulated 
7,000 new units since the 2004 re-
zoning — fearing an impending 
overcrowding crisis in an area 
where  some schools  are  already  
bursting at the seams.

City may raze old Board of Ed building for new development

CLASS ACT: The 116-year-old Board 
of Education building on Livingston 
Street may not be long for this world. 
 Jim.henderson / Wikimedia
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up

a.m
w

a

fro
M

Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The original was a flop, but they’re 
hoping the sequel will be a box-office 
smash!

A controversial Council bill that 
forces filmmakers to inform Brook-
lynites of the shoots that regularly close 
their streets — which has been languish-
ing for years due to industry opposition 
— is getting reboot, and audiences are 
already giving it rave reviews.

“There are so many movies being 
filmed, we should get a report at the very 
least,” said Williamsburg resident and 
longtime activist Jan Peterson.

Councilman Steve Levin’s (D–Green-
point) original bill,  first pitched in 2013 , 
forces the city to provide communities 
with monthly online reports detailing 
all filming in their neighborhood — and 
who is behind it — as well as an annual 
analysis on the public costs and benefits 
of the productions. 

Currently, residents rely on a trickle-
down system to find out about filming 
in their neighborhoods — the city alerts 
Council members, who clue in commu-
nity boards, who relay the information 
via e-mail to anyone who has asked for 
updates. 

Most people aren’t signed up for the 
messages, though, and find out about 
filming only when a “no parking” no-
tice appears outside their door, or they 
return home one day to find  their street 
has been turned into a 19th-century dirt 
road . 

Living on a film set is a hassle, resi-
dents say — dealing with extra trash, 

noise, and idling trucks — and they 
think they deserve a heads-up.

“The problem really lies in the day 
to day,” said Greenpointer and self-pro-
claimed anti-film industry activist Rolfe 
Carle. “I just want to be able to know 
when filming is going on, and where.”

But Hollywood and the Mayor’s Office 
of Film and Television — which claims to 
reap $9 billion a year from the industry 
— threw rotten tomatoes at Levin’s orig-
inal plan, claiming the studies would be 
a huge hassle that would send the indus-
try packing for more film-friendly towns, 
and that publicizing the whereabouts of 
big stars would put them at risk, and the 
legislation bombed harder than “Cow-
boys and Aliens.”

Now the councilman is rewriting the 
script to scrap the annual report, in-
stead just asking the city and industry 
to notify locals about what will be film-
ing in their streets each month and how 
it will affect them.

“The focus is going to be more on the 
reporting, and less on the economic im-
pact,” said the councilman’s spokesman 
Edward Paulino. “That’s really what 
we’ve been hearing from residents — 
frustration when streets are closed up 
and parking spots are not there any-
more.”

Levin says he still hasn’t penned the 
edits, however, and doesn’t have a re-
lease date yet.

The city filming agency refused to 
comment on the bill, but said it strives 
to strike a balance between community 
needs and production requests.

TAKE TWO! 
DIRTY DEEDS: Brooklynites say they want advance notice when fi lmmakers will be using their streets 
as backlots — like this time a Home Box Offi ce transformed a Greenpoint streets into a 19th-century 
horse town with unnecessary garage.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Pol still wants fi lm industry to report on 
movie shoots in Brooklyn streets
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3D ARTWORK AWNINGS STORM DOORS

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16

WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR HOME, CHOOSE THE PROFESSIONALS WHO CARE!

STATEN ISLAND SHOWROOM
1207 HYLAN BLVD. 

STATEN ISLAND, NY
ACROSS FROM NISSAN HONDA

718-420-3700
BONDED & INSURED - NYC CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC. #1474764

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LATE THURSDAY TILL 8 PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LATE THURSDAY TILL 7:30 PM

BONDED & INSURED - NYC CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC. #1474765

BROOKLYN FACTORY
& SHOWROOM LOCATION

2200 McDONALD AVE. 
BET. AVENUES T & U (OFF AVENUE T)

718-449-1382

Fiberama
MANUFACTURING COMPANY

WE NOW
ACCEPT

See Our Reviews On Manufacturing & Installing
ALL Our Products

Since 1957
A
Rating
from BBB

+
WWW.FIBERAMA.COM

10 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL OUR
AMERICAN MADE PRODUCTS FREE

ESTIMATES

INSULATED 
STEEL 

ENTRY DOORS

HOME GUARD 
STEEL 

SECURITY DOORS

MANY OTHER COLORS & 
STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

CELEBRATING 59 YEARS
IN THE HOME IMPROVEMENT INDUSTRY
AND STILL GOING STRONG!

BUILDING
ON TRUST

ZIKA
VIRUS

WE MANUFACTURE OUR SCREEN ROOMS TO KEEP YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY SAFE FROM THE OUTDOOR ELEMENTS…

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY AGAINST THE

KEEP MOSQUITOS OUT OF YOUR OUTDOOR AREA!

WHERE EXPERIENCE MATTERS...
BUILDING TRUST FOR
OVER 59 YEARS

ALL PRICES & OFFERS VALID AT BROOKLYN SHOWROOM ONLY

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16

CLEAR ZOROX II 
HEAT REFLECTIVE AWNINGS

WE MANUFACTURE ALL TYPES OF AWNINGS!
PROTECTS AGAINST HEAVY SNOW,

GLARING SUN & HEAVY RAIN

KEEP THE GLARING SUN & HEAVY RAIN OFF 
YOUR PORCH WITH A PATENTED FIBERAMA AWNING!

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16
OFFER VALID AT BROOKLYN SHOWROOM ONLY. PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED.  EXPIRES 4/7/16

INTRODUCING OUR
LOW-E-GLASS & ARGON GAS

COMBINATION INSULATED VINYL WINDOWS
FOR EXTRA ENERGY EFFICIENCY!

UP TO A HUGE 100 U.I.’s
A WINDOW IS NOT 

COMPLETE WITHOUT

EXTERIOR ALUMINUM
CAPPING

$27900
INSTALLED, CAPPED AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

UP TO 100 U.I.’S • MINIMUM 5 WINDOWS • WHITE ONLY

Each

OURS IS INCLUDED FOR



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

AP
RI

L 2
4,

 2
01

6
6

to explain the merits of 
her plays as more than 
mere words and sentences, 
and their discussion, pre-
sented with a recorded au-
dio track, is soon joined 
by cloth characters from 
Stein’s work, including col-
orful fabrics dancing in cir-
cles and several hula hoops 
that illustrate Stein’s “A 
Circular Play.” All of the 
words in the piece are in-
spired by Stein’s writing, 
said Tierney.  

“Everything that comes 
up is substantiated with a 
text of Gertrude Stein’s,” 
she said.

The show is controlled 
by a visible robot brain, 
which is connected to 12 
motors that pull on almost 
100 strings to drag the fab-
rics back and forth and 
sway them around, like a 
big puppet show. The sys-
tem was engineered by Os-
kar Strautmanis, and co-
ordinated by Tierney, who 

also made all of the props 
and knit all of the cloth in 
the show. The show also in-
corporates music from Eric 
Satie, which captures the 
vibe of the turn of the 20th 
century.

The 15-minute perfor-
mance will happen when-
ever the audience wants, 
said Tierney.

“You come in, you press 
the start button, and you 
sit down, listen and watch,” 
she said. 

“Baby, said Alice B. 
Toklas…” at FiveMyles [558 
St. Johns Pl. between Clas-
son and Franklin avenues 
in Crown Heights, (718) 783–
4438, www.fi vemyles.org]. 
On display through May 15. 
Free.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

ANDROID B. TOKLAS: A robot 
brain controls the fabric and 
hula hoop characters 

football fi eld-sized island 
this year than in the last 
decade Sieswerda has been 
counting, he said.

“We saw a maximum 
this year on Swinburne of 80 
seals,” said Sieswerda, who 
tallied a little more than 60 
last year. “That’s a pretty 
full house for the space 
available for them.”

Sieswerda credits the re-
surgence to stronger envi-
ronmental regulation in the 
Hudson River and stricter 
caps imposed in 2012 on fi sh-
ing Menhaden — a favorite 
snack of seals.

The cute critters — 
mostly harbor seals from 
Massachusetts and Maine 
— make their way down 
south for the winter starting 
around November and stay 

until the end of April, when 
they swim back up north to 
colder waters, Sieswerda 
said.

The seals’ growing num-
bers could also attract some 
unwanted wildlife. Fin-
watchers are  reporting more 
great white sharks  off of the 
coast of Cape Cod, where the 
seals spend their summers. 
But Sieswerda cautioned 
against panic — much like 
the mayor in “Jaws” — and 
said the local seal popu-
lation hasn’t grown large 
enough to attract the blood-
thirsty behemoths.

“When there are more 
prey items, the predators 
come around,” he said. “But 
there is no real danger now. 
I wouldn’t want to sensation-
alize the idea that because 
there are seals, now sharks 
are coming — but that’s 
what happened up in Massa-
chusetts.”

BY LAUREN GILL
Kitty-corner them!

Brooklyn Heights residents are 
worried that several big construc-
tion projects in the nabe will attract 
an infl ux of rats, but one local citizen 
says he has the solution — an army 
of feral cats to patrol the streets, de-
vouring the beady-eyed rodents.

“It’s a no-brainer,” said Roberto 
Gautier, who lives on Cadman Plaza 
West. “It’s a tradition to always see 
cats around restaurants, kitchens, 
and grocery stores to get rid of the 
rats.” 

The Heights resident says up-
coming work on the  Brooklyn 
Heights Library  and  Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway  will have rats 
crawling by the thousands to hide 
amongst the construction detritus 
— which,  as neighbors of Atlantic 
Yards will tell you , they are wont 
to do — and offi cials need to start 
exploring out-of-the-box solutions 
to the problem. 

Gautier, who is on the commu-
nity advisory committee for the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway main-
tenance, is proposing the city copy  a 
program from Chicago  —  the “rat-
tiest” city in the country, accord-
ing to pest control company Orkin  
— in which people pay $500 dollars 
to command their own killer pussy 
platoon — which come with all their 
shots, spayed and neutered, and an 
outdoor shelter to live in — in patrol-
ling a territory for the disease-rid-
den pests. The developers could even 
foot the bill, he suggested.

And one Windy City woman says 
the idea isn’t as hair-brained as it 
sounds — she adopted a trio of fe-
ral felines to police her area as part 
of the aforementioned Cats at Work 
program, and her once-skeptical 
neighbors are now thrilled with 
their vermin-free block. 

“It’s very effective,” said Anne 
Beall, who wrote a book about the 
program’s success. “At fi rst people 
were laughing at us, saying that it 
was kind of silly, and then people 
started thanking us.”

But not everyone is crazy about 
the wild scheme — Chicago avian 
afi cionados say the untamed kit-
ties are more interested in catching 
birds than diffi cult-to-devour giant 
rats, and have labeled the cats an in-
vasive species,  according to a Chi-
cago Tribune report . 

And at least one local pest-control 
expert is skeptical the program will 
work here, claiming the rat popula-
tion is too large for the predatory 
pussies to make a dent — and the big 
ones are just outright diffi cult to kill 
— and suggested those living near 
construction sites would have more 
success just wrapping up their gar-
bage and making sure the lids on 
their trash bins are shut tight.

“New York City is always going 
to have a rodent problem and rather 
than residents depending on feral 
cats to take care of the problem they 
should take steps to eliminate the 
rodents,” said James Molluso, who 
owns Marine Park extermination 
company Northeastern Exterminat-
ing.

But Gautier remains steadfast, 
and plans to petition elected offi cials 
with his plan at an upcoming Brook-
lyn Heights town hall meeting star-
ring Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Boerum Hill), Assemblywoman Jo 
Ann Simon (D–Brooklyn Heights), 
and state Sen. Velmanette Montgom-
ery (D–Boerum Hill).

Levin —  who garnered accolades 
from the People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals last year when he 
rescued a feisty pregnant cat off the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway  — de-
clined to offer his thoughts on the 
idea. 

RAT PATROL!: Brooklyn Heights resident Roberto Gautier (pictured with domesticated 
and stuffed cats) says the city should bring in feral cats to control the neighborhood’s 
rat problem. Photo by Jason Speakman

Pussies galore!
Heights guy wants an army of feral cats to 
take care of neighborhood rat population

Continued from page 1 
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UNLIMITED DELUXE BUFFET
FEATURING YOUR ITALIAN FAVORITES

Rigatoni Filet de Pomodori, Tortellini Alfredo, Cavatelli w/ Broccoli Rabe, 

Meatballs, Penne Vodka, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini, Veal Saltimboca, 

Chicken Piccata, Fried Calamari, Baked Clams, Mussels Bianco, Salad Bar

Carving Station
Sliced Steak, Loin of Pork, Turkey

Dessert Bar
Including

Cookies, Italian Cheesecake, Mousse Pies, Fresh Fruit

Pastries, Coffee, Espresso and Much More

718.331.2900
CHICKEN FINGERS AND FRENCH FRIES AVAILABLE FOR KIDS

PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE .... 18% GRATUITY WILL BE ADDED TO THE CHECK

MOTHER’S DAY

8015/23 13th Ave.

718.331.2900
3:30 PM

$45.00+ tax & GratuitiesChildren 10 and underhalf price
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SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

DRESSES FROM $999
ACCESSORIES FROM $59

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
You can lead a Norseman to water 
— but he’d rather have beer.

Bay Ridgites raised $5,000 
(that’s 33,059 Danish krones!) for 
May’s Norwegian American Pa-
rade during a fund-raiser at the 
Salty Dog on April 10. The area is 
no longer the Scandinavian haven 
it was in the early 1900s, but the pa-
rade is still going strong, thanks in 
part to its growing reputation out-

side of Brooklyn, one parade orga-
nizer said.

“We have people that come as 
far away as Norway itself to take 
part in the parade — the Europe-
ans hear New York and its exciting 
to them,” said parade honcho Ar-
lene Rutuelo. “We’re working very 
hard to make it a destination and 
it is working — we’re getting more 
and more people.”

Still, the majority of the ex-

pected 6,000 attendees will be lo-
cals, and people of all heritages are 
welcome, she said.

“We’re working hard to include 
the community, to tell people that 
you don’t have to be Norwegian to 
be in the parade,” she said. “We 
welcome everyone.”

The “May 17” parade commem-
orate’s Norway’s independence day 
but it will actually take place on 
May 15 this year. It will run north 

from the corner of 80th Street and 
Third Avenue, zigzag along east 
Bay Ridge Avenue and 67th Street, 
and storm Leif Erickson Park be-
tween Sixth and Seventh avenues.

This year’s theme is “Saluting 
Norwegian Immigrants.”

Both Miss Norway of Greater 

New York Lene Samuelsen and 
Miss Heritage of Greater New York 
Susannah O’Shea — crowned by 
the Norwegian Immigration Asso-
ciation — came to help raise money 
and will take part in the May pa-
rade along with dozens of local 
churches and civic groups.

Parade pals salute Norway
DON’T LET THE NAME FOOL YOU: (Left) Norwegian Day Parade organizers gath-
ered at the Salty Dog to raise money for the May 17 procession. (Above) “Miss 
Heritage” Susannah O’Shea and her mother and sister raffl ed off prizes.  
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto
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pendent bookstores, both by 
bringing a bunch of people 
into the stores on that day 
and raising general aware-
ness of the stores.”

The Bookstore Crawl in-
cludes 27 shops scattered 
from Sheepshead Bay to 
Greenpoint. Instead of lead-
ing a crawl, Wright has set 
up the event as a self-directed 
scavenger hunt, asking book 
lovers to visit at least fi ve of 
the shops and to complete a 
different, pre-determined 
social media task at each 
one. The tasks are designed 
to highlight each store’s spe-
ciality, and might include 
posting a photo of a favorite 
comic book or posing with 
an author. 

Those who a complete a 
fi ve-store crawl will be en-
tered in a raffl e for books, 
gift certifi cates, and mer-
chandise donated by pub-
lishers and bookstores. “I’ve 
been overwhelmed by the 
generosity of some of the 
sponsors,” said Wright. 

The prizes also include 
one non-book-related item: a 
voucher for tickets to the up-
coming Off-Broadway musi-

cal “Himself and Nora.”
Local book store owners 

have been enthusiastic about 
the crawl, said Wright, and 
some have planned special 
events for the day. One store, 
the Desert Island comic book 
shop in Williamsburg, will 
give copies of its comic book 
anthology to all visitors on 
that day. The store’s owner 
said he was thrilled to partici-
pate in the Bookstore Crawl.

“Anything that helps in-
troduce readers to comics 
and graphic novels is good in 
our book,” said Gabe Fowler.

Wright plans to post itin-
eraries that will link stores 
by type, neighborhood, and 
subway line. She hopes the 
suggested routes will help 
people to meet fellow book-
lovers.

“I think a lot of people are 
planning to go with a friend 
or group of friends, but it’d 
be nice to have a way to con-
nect strangers who want 
some company,” she said.

And will people be drink-
ing during the crawl?

“I hope so,” said Wright. 
“I probably will be!”

Brooklyn Bookstore 
Crawl on April 30, starting 
at 10 am. Visit www.bkbook-
storecrawl.org for map and 
details. Free.

manette Montgomery (D–Red 
Hook).

Farina told Montgomery to 
“just find me a place” for the 
school in her district several 
months ago, Montgomery told 
this paper.

The Department of Education 
is just playing the field, a spokes-
woman said.

“A great deal of community 
engagement would have to be 
completed before anything could 
move forward,” spokeswoman 
Toya Holness said.

But the school must drop an-
chor in Brooklyn so local youth 
may learn much-needed maritime 
skills and land good-paying, sea-
faring jobs, one sea dog said.

“Providing opportunities 
for all New Yorkers to have ac-
cess to this job market is criti-
cally important if we’re going to 
build a healthy, robust maritime 
industry that ref lects the diver-
sity of the city,” said Tom Fox, 
who founded the New York Wa-
ter Taxi and has worked closely 
with the Governors Island high 
school.

Funding for new schools is 
based on need, location, and 
grade level — and the city has not 
set aside money specifically for a 

maritime school, education offi-
cials said.

Montgomery’s staff is looking 
for sites with an eye toward ex-
isting buildings the city could in-
expensively retrofit as a middle 
school, Vogel said.

“Finding a suitable space that 
can be built out would go pretty 
far towards pushing the deal for-

ward, starting from scratch is 
more expensive,” he said.

The local community board’s 
school site-selection committee 
pointed out three potential sites 
for such a school in Sunset Park 
— one at a recently shuttered util-
ities building near the Army Ter-
minal, and two on Second Avenue 
near 49th and 52nd streets.

Continued from page 1 

SCHOOL
Continued from page 1 

CRAWL

NICE CATCH: Kids from the New York Harbor School on Governors Island haul in a fi sh with Red 
Hook’s iconic cranes in the background.

Ne
w 

Yo
rk

 H
ar

bo
r S

ch
oo

l

39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!
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