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BY LAUREN GILL
He has a title role!

The Kensington come-
dian behind the daily blog 
“Better Book Titles” will 
release his own tome this 
week, a collection of famous 
book covers given what he 
says are better, more accu-
rate labels. The creator of 
“Never Flirt with Puppy 

Killers and Other Better 
Book Titles,” which will 
launch with a variety show 
at Littlefi eld in Gowanus 
on May 10, says his book 
deal was a happy conse-
quence of wanting to make 
people laugh. 

“I wanted to make some-
body’s day easier, I wasn’t 
looking for any monetary 

compensation,” said Dan 
Wilbur. 

A stand-up comedian 
since 2005, Wilbur con-
ceived the blog while play-
ing a video game that, he 
realized at the end, in-
volved assassinating the 
Pope. The game’s title, “As-
sassin’s Creed,” had defi -

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The state is trying to force elderly 
Park Slopers from their old folks’ 
home on short notice while still 
fi ghting a court battle over its at-
tempt to do the exact same thing 
two years ago, a new lawsuit 
charges.

Five nonagenarian tenants 
at Prospect Park Residence sued 
state health authorities in April 
claiming they once again gave 
them three months to scram from 
the Grand Army Plaza building 
without offering any viable alter-
natives — a move their loved ones 
believe they are too frail to sur-
vive.

“It might kill them to move,” 
said Nancy Rich, whose 91-year-
old pal Anne-Marie Mogil lives in 
the home. “It’s defi nitely become a 
life and death issue.”

The oldsters have been locked 
in a high-profi le suit with the state 
and their landlord since 2014, after 
he  gave them marching orders on 
a similarly short time frame . 

 A judge last year appointed a 
caretaker  to look after the build-
ing and its remaining residents, 
and to formulate a relocation plan 
while the litigation continued. 

But the suit claims the new 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They say there’s only one 
option left.

The city must install 
a left-turn signal at a Ma-
rine Park intersection to 
prevent traffi c pileups and 
reckless driving, locals are 
demanding. Drivers look-
ing to turn left onto Avenue 
U from Gerritsen Avenue 

have to wait until there is 
a gap in oncoming traffi c, 
which creates long lines 
and feisty motorists, locals 
said.

“If you want to make the 
left onto Avenue U, you have 
to wait for several lights to 
change, because there is so 
much oncoming traffi c,” 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 4Continued on page 8

Human-only circus in Dumbo
BY MADDIE ANTHONY

This show is in tents!
Beneath the Brooklyn Bridge, 

a gigantic fl ying saucer–style tent 
has landed, fi lled with high-fl y-
ing trapeze acts and acrobats. But 
the leaders of the NoFit State Cir-
cus, which will offi cially open its 
show “Bianco” inside that canvas 
covering on May 8, says the show 
is nothing like a certain well-
known Canadian troupe. 

“We are literally the antithe-

sis of Cirque du Soleil,” said Tom 
Rack, creative director of the Eu-
ropean performance group. 

NoFit State Circus empha-
sizes individual performers and 
personal interaction, unlike the 
distant Las Vegas-style spectacle 
of some shows, said the troupe’s 
director.

“In some of those big circuses 
there can be a group of people 
dancing together, and it almost 

Continued on page 6

SIGHT FOR SOAR EYES: Circus Bianco performer Blaize Tarsha practices 
her stunts before opening day. The troupe will perform in its tent under the 
Brooklyn Bridge until May 29.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

FEELING ENTITLED: Liter-
ary comedian Dan Wilbur is 
launching his reimagined 
book titles at Littlefi eld.
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

www.bayridgeloans.org

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

Home Equity  
Lines of Credit 
Find the money you  
need in your home!

Use your home equity line of credit for:
• Home improvements  
• Dream vacation  
• Tuition  
• Emergency expenses  
• Or anything you need!

Free Public Enemy show 
coming to Brooklyn park

BY LAUREN GILL
Believe the hype! 

Legendary hip-hop group Public Enemy 
will headline a free show in a Brownsville 
park this summer as part of the annual 
Summer Stage season, which organizes 
concerts, theater performances, dance 
parties, and movie screenings across four 
Brooklyn green spaces. 

The politically conscious wordsmiths 
behind hits “Don’t Believe the Hype” and 
“Fight the Power” will take over Betsy 
Head Park on June 21.

Other highlights of the 2016 program 
include a gratis gig by local alternative 
rockers Blonde Redhead in Red Hook Park 
on June 16 and an opera performance in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park on June 24. 

Broadway singer Lisa Simone Kelly 
will also belt out songs from her new al-
bum in Bedford-Stuyvesant’s Herbert 
Von King Park on June 28, followed by 
a screening of “What Happened, Miss 
Simone?” — a documentary about her 
mother, famed singer and activist Nina 
Simone.

Summer Stage at various locations 
around Brooklyn, June 13–July 3. Free.  
www.cityparksfoundation.org.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
A man died from a drug 
overdose at Bay Ridge’s 
troubled Prince Hotel on 
April 30, offi cials said.

Neighbors have long al-
leged the 93rd Street fl op-
house is a den of drugs 
and vice. City offi cials an-
nounced they’d take over 
the hotel near Third Avenue 
and sell it at auction next 
month — a sale that cannot 
come soon enough, the local 
councilman said.

“The community and I 
look forward to the June 
8 auction date of the prop-
erty,” said Councilman 
Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge), who claims the 
death was drug-related 
and expressed sadness for 
the death. “Any thought 
that the Prince Hotel is 
a healthy place to stay or 
live is simply a fallacy.” 

A manager found the 

42-year-old victim unre-
sponsive on the fl oor of his 
room after he did not check 
out of the room at noon on 
Saturday, sources familiar 
with the incident said.

The hotel has racked up 
more than $400,000 in fi nes 
for dangerous building con-
ditions. 

And calls for enforce-

ment against the 
Prince intensified 
last year after the 
Department of Edu-
cation  announced 
plans to open a pre-
kindergarten facility  
about 500 feet away 
on 93rd Street near 
Fourth Avenue.

Mayor DeBlasio 
 apologized for not 
cracking down  on 
the lewd lodge sooner 
and pledged action at 
a town hall on Feb. 
16. A day later, sher-

iffs  raided the hotel’s reg-
ister and began garnishing 
its income . The city  an-
nounced in March it would 
seize the building  and sell 
it at auction to recoup the 
fi nes.

A medical examiner has 
not determined the man’s 
cause of death, offi cials 
said.

Prince hotel pain
Overdose death at notorious fl ophouse

BUST: Sheriffs raided the Prince Hote.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

RAISE THE ROOF: Public Enemy’s Flava Flav and 
Chuck D will take over a Brownsville park this 
summer as part of the Summer Stage series. 
 Associated Press / Charles Sykes
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BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a dirty job, but somebody’s 
goat to do it!

A crew of eight goats will eat 
its way through Prospect Park’s 
weeds and poison ivy over the 
next fi ve months — an ideal sum-
mer gig for kids of all ages, ac-
cording to the animals’ owner.

“They get to live the goat 
dream,” said Annlilita Cihanek, 
co-owner of Green Goats in up-
state New York, which rents out 
its munching mammals as lawn 
mowers. “They get to eat for a liv-
ing and they’re doing what they 
all wish they’d get to do.” 

Rhinebeck’s team — which in-
cludes a mother-daughter duo and 
a pair of sisters — will graze near 
the Prospect Heights end of the 

park, in an area called the Vale of 
Cashmere, and will be separated 
from the public by an eight-foot 
construction fence. 

The vexatious vegetation 
sprung up on the site after Hurri-
cane Sandy knocked down around 
50 trees in the area, according to 
Grace McCreight of the Prospect 
Park Alliance — the organization 
that maintains the park.

The Alliance is paying $15,000 to 
rent the hungry herd via a taxpayer-
funded state grant aimed at cleaning 
up the 2012 superstorm’s mess.

The billies and nannies will 
have until October to scarf 
down the invasive species before 
Cihanek takes them back to the 
farm for the winter. 

And McCreight is confi dent 

they are up to the challenge — 
goats eat about 25 percent of their 
body weight each day and can 
chew nonstop whenever they’re 
awake, she said. 

To welcome the new residents 
to the neighborhood, the park will 
host a “bleat and greet” on May 22 — 
where local families can get to know 
the goats and their herder, and learn 
to make goat-milk ice-cream.

And Cihanek said her kids get 
along fi ne with the human kind 
— these goats love people, she 
said, and no butts about it.

“They’re very friendly, maybe 
a little too friendly,” she said. “A 
lot of times they’ll eat, and when 
they lay down and chew, they 
tend to lay right in front of where 
all the people are.” 

GOT THEIR GOATS: Prospect Park-goers can check out the green space’s newest employees in action until October. 
 Julie Larsen Maher

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a move-ie theater!

Colossal cinema chain 
Imax intends to revolution-
ize the fitness industry with 
a new Dumbo gym where pa-
trons pedal on exercise bikes 
in front of its signature super-
screens, making it seem like 
they’re riding through city 
streets or even outer space, ac-
cording to a company honcho.

“We’re trying to redefine 
indoor cycling and do what 
Imax movies have been doing 
for the last several decades,” 
said Bryan Macovici, who is 
the chief executive officer of 
Imax Shift, which opened on 
May 5.  

The sweat box at Plymouth 
and Adams streets sports 50 
bikes, a huge two-and-a-half-
story screen that stretches 
nearly the length of a school 
bus, and the same sound sys-
tem found in Imax cinema-
plexes.

Riders won’t be watching the 
mammoth motion picture com-
pany’s standard documentary 
fare, though — a live instruc-
tor will push them through jun-
gles, coastlines, and more ab-
stract vistas. Each trainer will 
design his own unique visuals 
and soundtrack for the virtual 
excursions, so every 45-minute 
journey differs from the last, 
Macovici said.

“This isn’t a situation where 
we’ve designed ‘the nature ride’ 
or ‘the space ride,’ ” he said. “Ev-
ery ride will be unique.” 

 Staring at the screen in-
stead of a mirror helps the bikers 
to focus on themselves, rather 
than everyone else around them, 
according to one of the studio’s 
instructors.

“With a mirror it can turn 

into comparing and judgment — 
comparing yourself to the per-
son next to you and asking, ‘Am 
I doing it as fast as them?’ ” said 
trainer Bree Branker.

Imax Shift is the fi rst of sev-
eral forthcoming Dumbo bou-
tique fi tness franchises where 
clients can emulate real-life 
workouts without getting their 
hands dirty. 

Splash-free rowing center 
chain Row House — where exer-
cisers can  stroke up a storm on 
rowing machines next to artsy 
photos of water  — is slated to 
open its fi rst Brooklyn location 
on Prospect Street. 

And a few doors down, 
Shadow Box — a Manhattan 
boxing gym  offering compli-
mentary beauty products but 
no blows to the head  — will also 
make its fi rst foray into the bor-
ough later this year. 

Imax Shift [127 Plymouth St. 
at Adams Street in Dumbo,  (718) 
858–1200, www.imaxshift.com]. 
Classes start at $31. 

Imax gym makes 
big-screen debut

A NEW SPIN: The Imax Shift spin stu-
dio — the fi rst of its kind — is now open 
in Dumbo. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

New kids on the block
Prospect Park recruits goats to eat its weeds

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
It is the path of less resis-
tance.

The city fi nally opened a 
long-awaited dedicated bike 
lane over the Pulaski Bridge 
last Friday, delighting local 
cyclists who are sick of zig-
zagging around pedestrians 
on the dangerous old shared 
pathway between Green-

point and Queens.
“I’m psyched for the new 

lane,” said Greenpointer 
and cyclist James Walsh. “I 
won’t have to worry about 
running into kids.”

The new two-way lane 
for two-wheelers, which 
starts at Eagle Street and 
McGuiness Boulevard, re-
placed a former Brooklyn-

bound car lane on the span. 
Those commuting by foot 
will now have the old shared 
path all to themselves.

Local pedal pushers and 
pedestrians have been wait-
ing for their own trail for 
years — the city  fi rst an-
nounced the project in 2013 , 
with construction expected 
to wrap up by the end of 

2014, but delayed the work 
multiple times  after run-
ning into roadblocks  trying 
to balance the lane’s new 
barriers on the drawbridge.

Assemblyman Joe Len-
tol (D–Greenpoint) —  who 
has been pushing for the 
path since 2012  — had  pre-
maturely announced  it 
would be ready by the end 

of 2015, but said he is none-
theless happy that it will 
fi nally make life safer for 
the crowds of commuters 
traversing the Newtown 
Creek.

“This could not have 
come at a better time,” 
he said. “This bike lane 
will surely alleviate over-
crowding.” 

Pulaski Bridge bike lane fi nally opens after delays

LIFE IN THE VAST LANE: A cy-
clist tries out the Pulaski Bridge’s 
new bike lane. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451

BY ZACH JONES
Answers are just a text 
away.

A new app allows visi-
tors to the Brooklyn Mu-
seum to pose questions to 
a group of history experts 
and get an immediate re-
sponse. The Ask Brooklyn 
Museum app, now available 
for Android and iPhones, 
allows museum-goers who 
are puzzled by the exhib-
its of boomboxes and Egyp-
tian artifacts to ask their 
questions anonymously — 
a boon to those who hate to 
reveal their ignorance, said 
a leader of the project.

“People like the ano-
nymity of it — they don’t 
feel like they’re asking a 
stupid question that way,” 
said Shelley Bernstein.

A six-person team of 
artsy eggheads on the Mu-
seum’s ground fl oor sits 
ready to answer any ques-
tions typed into the app 
during museum hours. It 
usually takes about 45 sec-
onds to answer a question, 
said one of the team mem-
bers — although there 
have been a few excep-
tions.

“Sometimes we have to 
tell a visitor we don’t have 
an answer, so we get their e-
mail and get back to them,” 
said Andrew Hawkes. “But 
that only happens every 
now and then.”

Each team member fo-
cuses on a different area of 
the Museum’s collections, 
and when they are not an-
swering questions, they 

are learning more about 
the exhibits and adding to 
an internal database of in-
formation, said one of the 
team members.

“We spend a lot of time 
learning the answers by 
talking to curators and 
scholars,” Hawkes said. 

The free Ask app has 
been in “soft launch” mode 
since April of 2015, and the 
Museum began advertising 
its existence to visitors in 
the last few weeks.

The app only works 
while visitors are actu-
ally in the museum, and 
it tracks user’s location so 
the team can direct visi-
tors to other artifacts they 
may fi nd interesting. Mu-
seum curators say they 

PHONE A FRIEND: Visitors can use the Ask Brooklyn Museum app to pose questions to a team of art 
historians. Brooklyn Museum

Question authorities
Museum app connects you to historians

nitely buried the lede, he 
said. 

“I thought it shouldn’t 
have such a pretentious 
title, and that’s where the 
idea started,” said Wilbur. 
Instead, it should have 
been titled “Kill the Pope,” 
he said.

Wilbur, an avid reader, 
set out to more accurately 
label books instead of 
games. Each of his re-ti-
tles hilariously condenses 
the lessons of the book, 

sparing people from hav-
ing to thumb through the 
pages.

Some of books in his ti-
tle wave include “My Dad 
is Cooler than Your Dad” 
for Harper Lee’s “To Kill 
a Mockingbird” and “Skip-
ping Dinner is Like Drop-
ping Acid” for Maurice 
Sendak’s “Where the Wild 
Things Are.”

Wilbur will unveil his 
magnum opus with a book-
themed variety show fea-
turing a slew of comedians, 
including Erik Bergstrom, 
band Reformed Whores 
and funnywoman Janeane 

Garofalo, who he knows 
from the city’s stand-up 
circuit. 

The evening will also 
include an interactive seg-
ment, in which audience 
members hand Wilbur a 
book and make him come 
up with a new title on the 
spot. 

“Never Flirt With Puppy 
Killers and Other Better 
Book Titles” launch at Lit-
tlefi eld [622 DeGraw St. be-
tween Third and Fourth 
Avenues in Gowanus, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com]. 
May 10 at 8 pm. $8 ($15 with 
a book).

BOOK
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 6
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

Knights of Most Precious Blood Council# 6134
presents a charitable event  

A Night of Nostalgia

Performing the music and songs from the 40’s to the 80’s!
Frank Sinatra, Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, Oldies, 

Classic Rock, Disco, Motown and more.

Most Precious Blood Youth Center
2739-Harway Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11214

(located at the corner of Bay 47 and Harway Ave)

Tickets: $30.00 per person includes sandwiches, coffee and dessert
Cash Bar: alcohol drinks, beer, wine,soda and water will be available

Handicap Accessible/ Large Dance Floor/ Casual Dress/ 50/50 Raffles Offered

For Reservations and Ticket Information Contact:
Al Diorio/Chairman | 917-751-3646 | aruba_al@verizon.net

Lou Stuto/Co-Chairman | 718-536-4949 | lstutojr@gmail.com 
www.mariestack.com

Featuring: M.A.S. Swing 15 Piece Big Band

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Midwood Ambulance Ser-
vice rolled out the bor-
ough’s fi rst Chinese-speak-
ing ambulance service on 
April 29.

The program, called 
Asian American Ambu-
lance, includes two emer-
gency vehicles staffed by 
two dozen professionals 
who speak English and 
Chinese dialects. The 
service will help reduce 
anxiety in non-English 
speakers — particularly 
the elderly — in the case 
of an emergency, one 
community advocate 
said.

“They provide com-
munication and hope-
fully remove some of 
the anxiety and stress 
during that moment,” 
said Steven Chung of the 
United Chinese Associa-
tion of Brooklyn. “Many 

seniors have a language 
barrier. 

“If they have some-
body understanding 
their language, it will 
calm them down and 
comfort them.”

Paramedics will be 

fully trained and able to 
speak Cantonese, Man-
darin, or Fujianese, 
said Chung. The ambu-
lance will serve people 
speaking any language, 
borough-wide, Chung 
said.

Two Gravesenders 
who stopped by the rib-
bon cutting last Friday 
thought the plan was 
such a good idea, they 
are considering volun-
teering.

“It was a great ex-
perience,” said Philip 
Calder, who stopped 
by with girlfriend Lisa 
Ly. “I’m a carpenter by 
trade, it opened my eyes 
to maybe changing my 
profession.”

Calder speaks only 
English, but Ly, who is 
also mulling a job as an 
emergency responder, 
is fluent in Canton-
ese and is helping him 

learn the language, she 
said. 

“I’m actually teach-
ing him now a little bit,” 
Ly said. “I’m interested 
in joining the program 
and being trained.”

Tongues untied

TRIPLE A: Asian American Ambulance will now service Brooklyn for 
both Chinese and English speakers.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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Land of rising fun
Traditional Japanese taiko drummers perform at the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s cherry blossom festival — of-
fi cially called Sakura Matsuri — on May 1. Guests at Sun-
day’s rainy edition of the weekend-long event  sheltered 
under umbrellas to take in the fair’s fare of tea ceremonies, 
dance performances, martial arts demonstrations, J-pop 
concerts, and manga comic workshops. The fl oral festival 
 is also  a popular gathering for cosplayers — people who 
like to dress up as cartoon characters — and many still 
came in costume despite the inclement weather.

Borough’s fi rst Chinese-speaking ambulance service
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BY ADAM ULLIAN
You don’t have to bring to-
matoes to this show — they 
are already supplied.

Over the last year, the 
monthly “It’s All Hap-
pening” comedy night at 
Frank’s Lounge in Fort 
Greene has become a must-
see stand-up show — and 
not just because it comes 
with food. We chatted with 
comedian (and sometime 
cook) Brian Parise and 
his co-host Janelle James 
about comedy, cuisine, 
and performing at a neigh-
borhood institution. 

What is unique 
about this show?
Brian Parise: We cook 
food for the show, and 
sometimes we’ll do sketch 
videos on the pull down 
screen. 
Janelle James: I’m a black 
girl, he’s a white guy. We’re 
doing that whole swirl 
thing. We’re the only black 
girl, white guy, New York 
cookie of comedy shows. 

What does the 
cooking add to 
the show?
BP: Usually it’s very 
homey with the smell of 
pasta while you’re watch-
ing comedy. It’s like you’re 
watching comedy in an 
Italian grandmother’s 
kitchen. But it also makes 
the audience more re-
laxed. 

JJ: He makes fancy stuff. 
He made the real Italian 
s---, not f------ Kraft.

What is Frank’s 
Lounge like?
BP: This is a cool spot. In 
this neighborhood most of 
the venues are places that 
popped up recently after 
the area changed. This 
place has been here for 50 
years. 
JJ: I used to dance here 
when I fi rst moved to New 
York when I was a teenager. 
I used to live right around 
the corner and come in my 
pajamas at 3 am, and that’s 

when the party was get-
ting started.

BP: We’re also bring-
ing in new people to the 
bar, because it’s a neigh-
borhood bar.

How do the 
regulars feel 
about the new 
show in their 
spot? 
JJ: The regulars are the 
people who’ve been com-
ing here for 50 years, so 
we’re bringing in some 
younger people. The reg-
ulars are used to us now, 
and I know all of them so 

they know the deal.

Anything to add?
BP: We do the show ev-
ery second Thursday. We 
have an e-mail address 
[itsallhappening@gmail.
com] where we’ll have peo-
ple sign up and then we’ll 
blast it out a week before 
so people don’t have to re-
member.

“It’s All Happening” at 
Frank’s Lounge [660 Ful-
ton St. between Lafayette 
Avenue and S. Elliot Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 625–
9339)]. Next show May 12 
at 8 pm. $5.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

doesn’t matter who they 
are,” said artistic direc-
tor Firenza Guidi. “In this 
show the performers will 
look you in the eye and 
even talk to you. It’s very, 
very personal.”

During the course of 
“Bianco,” audience mem-
bers stand right beside 
the dancers as they twist 
and turn, and Guidi en-
courages viewers to walk 
around to catch the action 
from different angles and 
to interact with the per-
formers. 

The narrative-free show 
fl ows from act to act, while 
a live band plays an ar-
ray of genres, sometimes 
changing the set list to re-
act to the action happening 
on the circus fl oor. 

The gang, based in 
Wales, has spent the last 
30 years traipsing all over 
Europe, dancing, jug-
gling, and tightrope walk-
ing, but this is its fi rst per-
formance in the United 
States. The group prides it-
self on being a traditional 
traveling circus, making 
a lifestyle out of the craft 

of performing.
“Living together is 

unique, it adds to the heart, 
soul, and spirit of the show,” 
said Rack. 

The 35 members of the 
troupe do everything col-
lectively, said Rack, setting 
up the circus’s 42-foot-high 
tent themselves rather 
than hiring outside help, 
and the acrobats control 
the rigging even as they 
perform, taking charge of 
the system of ropes that 
keep their fellow high-fl y-
ers safe.

As the troupe travels, 
they take in the varying 
reactions each culture 
has to the performance. In 
Hong Kong, the reserved 
crowd barely moved, said 
Guidi, but she expects 
a much wilder time in 
Brooklyn.

“There is something 
so special, electric, about 
Brooklyn. I feel we fi t here 
very well,” she said. 

“Bianco” behind St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [45 Wa-
ter St. at New Dock Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 254–8779, 
w w w . n o f i t s t a t e . o r g ] . 
Through May 29, Tue–
Fri, 7 pm; Sat, 6:30 pm; 
Sun, 2 pm and 8:30 pm. 
$35.

CIRCUS
Continued from page 1

CIRCUS BUFFS: Tom Rack and Firenza Guidi, leaders of the Bianco 
circus troupe, take a moment to pause before the group’s gigantic 
tent beneath the Brooklyn Bridge. Photo By Stefano Giovannini

FRANKLY, MY DEAR:  Janelle James and Brian Parise host the “It’s All Happening” show at Frank’s 
Lounge in Fort Greene. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

They’re getting cheesy
Comedy duo hosts dinner and a show at lounge

plan to use the questions 
they receive through the 
app to improve the mu-

seum experience.
“That’s the power in 

this app right there. We 
need to rethink spaces 
in the museum. Now our 
visitors can more easily 
be part of that rethink-

ing process,” said Bern-
stein.

Use the Ask Brook-
lyn Museum app at 
the Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in 

Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brook-
lynmuseum.org]. Open 
Wed, Fri–Sun, 11 am–6 
pm; Thu, 11 am–10 pm, 
Mon, Tue, closed. $16 
suggested donation.

APP
Continued from page 4
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s not your typical warm 
and fuzzy story.

Flames tore through a 
Voorhies Avenue building 
early on May 2, injuring 
five, but two pet cats es-
caped through a window, 
and now frazzled fam-
ily members are working 
their tails off to find the 
fireproof felines, one said.

“They escaped the fi re, 
and they are nowhere to be 
found,” said 20-year-old Di-
ana Bobokalonova, whose 
family has been living in 
a hotel since the inferno 
ripped through their home 
near Dooley Street early 
Monday. 

“But I’m just glad that 
they escaped.”

Bobokalonova shared 
photos of her two cats — 
Kuzya and Markis — on 
social media in the hopes 
that someone will spot 
them and bring them 

home, she said. But one is 
so darn cute that Boboka-
lonova, who is in Florida 
for college, fears some-
one may take it in as their 
own.

“I’m really afraid that 
the white one [Markis] 
will be taken away by 
someone else, because he’s 
very cuddly,” she said. 
“Nobody would want to let 
him go.”

Firefi ghters responded to 
the three-story building at 
1:28 am on Monday, and by 

2 am, 33 emer-
gency vehicles 
and 138 of New 
York’s Bravest 
were battling 
the blaze, a fi re 
d e p a r t m e n t 
spokesman said.

I n v e s t i g a -
tors are still de-
termining the 
cause, but of-
fi cials believe 

the inferno broke out in the 
building’s fi rst-fl oor com-
mercial space and spread to 
upstairs apartments.

Emergency responders 
took fi ve people to Coney Is-
land Hospital — one adult, 
one child, and two fi refi ght-
ers with minor injuries and 
a third smoke-eater with 
serious but non-life-threat-
ening injuries, fi re offi cials 
said.

Bobokalonova is asking 
anyone with information to 
call her at (917) 592–2825.

CAT OUTTA HELL
Fire tears through home, pets go missing

TALL FLAMES: Humans survived a May 2 house fi re in Sheepshead Bay, but now owners are look-
ing for (left) pet cats Kuzya, left, and Markis, right, that they say escaped through a window. 
 Photo by Mark Mellone

MISSING!MISSING!
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said Marine Parker Stella 
Panzarino. “It’s just ridicu-
lous.”

But some speedsters 
don’t bother to wait, in-
stead driving into oncom-
ing traffi c to cut the line, 
another frustrated com-
muter said.

“The people are getting 
so angry behind you and 
they are going around you 
to the wrong side of the 

street and trying to make 
the left,” said one local who 
asked to have his name 
withheld because he works 
for the city. “It’s an accident 
waiting to happen.”

The area is particularly 
glutted with cars, because 
there is a supermarket at 
the intersection and be-
cause Knapp Street termi-
nates on Gerritsen Avenue 
nearby, locals said.

The Department of 
Transportation narrowed 
Gerritsen Avenue and cre-
ated a left-turn lane at Av-

enue U in 2009, which  con-
tributed to reduced traffi c 
crashes , according to 
agency materials. But offi -
cials should have given the 
dedicated lane a dedicated 
signal, another area resi-
dent said.

“Why don’t they have a 
turning light? said Marine 
Parker Sheila Hyland. “It’s 
just diffi cult — it’s very, 
very diffi cult.”

The Department of 
Transportation did not re-
spond to multiple requests 
for comment.

guy’s scheme is equally il-
legal and inadequate — and 
state offi cials have once 
again signed off on it. 

It told the wizened deni-
zens on March 3 that they 
have until May 23 to get out 
but only suggested alterna-
tive accommodations that 
are too restrictive, too far 
from their families, way 
more expensive than their 
current $4,500-a-month 
rents, or don’t even have 
any rooms available, the 
suit claims.

Above all, the plan is 
just too vague, their law-
yer charges — suggesting 
the state cares more about 
getting them out than 
where they are going or 
what happens once they’re 
there.

“It seems as if the De-
partment of Health is most 

concerned about doing what 
it can to make this closure 
happen as soon as possible,” 
said attorney Jason John-
son.

In fact, he said, it is sim-
ilar to the eviction plan 
the building’s owner Hay-
sha Deitsch fi led two years 
ago, when he announced he 
was abruptly closing the 
residence due to fi nancial 
hardship — though this pa-
per  later revealed  he had 
already inked a deal to sell 
the building for $76 mil-
lion.  

Most of the 120-odd ten-
ants left anyway, but a hand-
ful refused to leave and they 
and their loved ones fi led 
the fi rst suit.

The judge ordered Dei-
tsch — who is not a target 
of this new suit — to keep 
the facility open for them 
during the case, but it has 
been bogged down for years 
in sideshow litigation over 
tenants’ claims that he has 

attempted to push them out 
by  cutting   services  and  rais-
ing rents . 

Deitsch  countersued in 
March , claiming the fami-
lies are maliciously smear-
ing his name in the court 
room and the press. 

Just to make legal mat-
ters more complicated, 
the families of nine peo-
ple who died in the home 
when it was still offi-
cially open  are also suing 
Deitsch for the wrongful 
deaths of their kin , claim-
ing they perished there 
after the unlicensed op-
erator ignored the health 
department’s orders to 
move them somewhere 
more suitable. 

The State Department 
of Health and caretaker 
Brian Rosenman did not 
return requests for com-
ment by press time.

News website DNA Info 
 fi rst reported  on the latest 
lawsuit. 

SUIT
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

TURN

ALL BACKED UP: Marine Parkers such as Stella Panzarino are demanding the city install a left-turn 
signal at the intersection of Avenue U and Gerritsen Avenue. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Buckley’s-Kennedy’s 5K Charity Run
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�� Live music provided by Head Over Heels 
�� Entertainment by DJ Suds 

The picnic is FREE for all registered runners
and children 12 and younger
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$10.00 - Food and Beverages     $15.00 - Food, Beverages and T-Shirt

Children 12 and under are FREE

 ������+��) ����T��)�,���T
www.heartshare.org/run

www.buckleyscaterers.com
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Army Reserve Center, located on Rockaway Point Blvd/State Road between Barret 

Road and Hero Road in Breezy Poin, NY
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3:00 - 8:00pm

 A5=89� �89 �3
3:00 - 8:00pm

�82/A=89� �89 �C
�DE �7F5@2A8G10 #8A29

10:00am - 8:00pm

I7007=9?@ �7@28/A802
>(6��������

����?������	;���6�%

TB/A@=89� �89 ��
4:00 - 7:00pm

 A5=89� �89 �3
4:00 - 7:00pm

�82/A=89� �89 �C
1:00 - 5:00pm

BY LAUREN GILL
Police must stop blaming 
cyclists for their own de-
mise after deadly collisions 
with the drivers, bike advo-
cates and pols demanded in 
the wake of two fatal Brook-
lyn crashes last month.

Authorities pointed the 
finger at a dead bike rider in 
 Clinton Hill on April 15  and 
 another in Park Slope on April 
20  — only to later change their 
tune after further investiga-
tions, and one former cop says 
the department must learn to 
bite its tongue until it has the 
full story.

“We should not assume 
that the cyclist was always 
the person responsible for 
a crash or had accepted the 
risk simply by climbing on 
a bicycle,” said Borough 
President Adams, a former 
police captain, at a memo-
rial for both riders last 
weekend. “There must be a 

blue wall of silence until the 
investigation is completed 
and we know the facts.”

Several Slopers grilled 
police at a 78th Precinct 
Community Council meet-
ing on April 26,  claiming  
a local offi cer told them 
neighborhood cyclist 
James Gregg was spotted 
trying to hold on to the side 
of an 18-wheeler tractor 
trailer before it ran over 
and killed him on April 20, 
according to those present.

The precinct’s captain 
responded that it was up to 
the Highway Patrol to in-
vestigate fatal crashes, and 
asked for the name of the 
offending offi cer, though 
no one was able to give it, 
according to council presi-
dent Wayne Bailey.

The unit’s Collision In-
vestigation Squad is in 
charge of the investiga-
tions, a rep for New York’s 

Finest said, though local 
precincts typically look 
into them in the immediate 
aftermath.

The department’s pub-
lic information offi ce also 
issues a media release 
shortly after fatal crashes 
with details based on the 
early inquiries, and critics 
say they often erroneously 
blame bike riders.

“There’s a repeated 
pattern of blaming inno-
cent people for their own 
deaths,” said Windsor Ter-
race resident Paul Steely 
White, who is the director 
of pro-bike group Trans-
portation Alternatives.

The department sent out 
a release hours after Gregg’s 
death saying he “collided 
into [the] rear tire of the 
tractor trailer,” but did 
not mention that the truck 
driver was on a residential 
street and not an approved 

truck route at the time. 
Two hours later, a New 

York Times reporter  quoted 
a spokesman  as telling him 
that the large truck created 
a “wind force” that sucked 
up Gregg and his bike — 
then  the following day that  
Gregg had fallen to the 
ground for “unknown rea-
sons” and the big rig then 
ran over him. 

And the day after that, 
Gothamist  quoted a spokes-
man  saying investigators 
believe Gregg fell while try-
ing to overtake the truck in 
a narrow passage alongside 
parked cars. 

The incident came just 
days after a police release 
stated that Crown Heights 
cyclist Lauren Davis was 
riding the wrong way on a 
one-way street in Clinton 
Hill when the driver of a car 
ran over her while turning 
onto the street on April 15. 

Offi cials eventually re-
vised the report after a wit-
ness came forward to say 
that Davis was in fact rid-
ing with traffi c, but news 
outlets —  including this 
one  — had already run re-
ports on the reckless cy-
cling and Steely White says 
the damage is done.

“It really perpetuates a 
cycle of road crime where 
reckless drivers are given 

a pass and the people who 
they happen to mow down 
are acceptable collateral 
damage,” he said. 

The District Attorney’s 
offi ce is now looking into 
pressing charges against 
the driver who mowed 
down Davis.

The 78th Precinct re-
fused to comment, and the 
88th Precinct did not return 
requests for comment. 

The case in point

IN MEMORY: A ghost bike memorial at the corner of Classon and 
Lexington avenues sits where Lauren Davis was killed by a driver 
as she was cycling with traffi c on April 15.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Beep, activists to police: Quit blaming cyclists in fatal crashes!
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY LAUREN GILL
They were bathing in the 
“Purple Rain” — and also 
the actual rain.

Hundreds of Prince fans 
fi lled Fort Greene Park 
last Friday to celebrate the 
legendary musician’s life 
and work, enduring spring 
showers to dance to the art-
ist formerly known as Love 
Symbol’s classic tracks, ac-

cording to one attendee.
“It was a fun but sad 

event,” said Tanya Mandu-
sow. “Everybody was upbeat 
and we all enjoyed hearing 
the songs that we love.” 

Attendees grooved on 
the damp grass as local 
disc jockeys spun the in-
novator’s tunes for three 
hours, then snuggled on 
the grass as “Purple Rain” 

played on a giant projector 
once the sun went down. 

Mandusow said she 
wasn’t always a fan of the 
Purple One, but his death 
— and the subsequent pub-
lic celebration of his life — 
made her realize what a ge-
nius he was.

“It was like living in 
the time of Mozart and he’s 
our Mozart and it was like, 

‘Wow, what a loss,’ ” she 
said.

Borough President Ad-
ams and Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo (D–Fort 
Greene) organized the shin-
dig to remember the iconic 
musician’s life and pay trib-
ute to Kings County’s love 
for the entertainment leg-
end, according to a Borough 
Hall release. 

Fort Greene salutes Prince

PURPLE POWER: (Above) Speed Ice shows off his love for Prince 
at Fort Greene Park on April 29. (Center) Tanya Mandusow, Shir-
ley Gary, and Jazz Elkehe were all smiles as they celebrated the 
icon’s life and music. (Left) Revelers danced in the park as rain 
came down before a screening of “Purple Rain.”  
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!


