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BY DENNIS LYNCH
History is written by the wieners!

This year marks a century in 
business for Coney Island’s most 
celebrated brand — Nathan’s Fa-
mous frankfurters. To celebrate 
the occasion, the grandson of fran-
chise founder Nathan Handwerker 
has penned a behind-the-counter 
history of the family business. 
“Nathan’s Famous: The First 
100 Years of America’s Favorite 
Frankfurter Company,” by Wil-
liam Handwerker is the perfect 
beach read while in Coney Island.

In his book, Handwerker re-
calls his fi rst day behind the 
counter at the Coney Island res-
taurant in 1967 at the age of 13, 

when he noticed the ability of his 
grandfather’s famous franks to 
attract people from all walks of 
life and background.

“It was so great see the differ-
ent kinds of people that came in 
— they’d be in suits and ties, or 
shorts, it didn’t matter — every-
one enjoyed the experience,” he 
said. “I came home and distinctly 
remember saying to myself ‘One 
day I have to write a book about 
this.’ ”

The author’s fi rst job was keep-
ing the front counter stacked with 
cups and ice during the busy sum-
mer days on Surf Avenue. But his 
book stretches back in Poland in 

BY MAX JAEGER
It’s a lie-brary!

The Brooklyn Public 
Library is fending off ru-
mors that it plans to re-
develop Bay Ridge’s 73rd 
Street branch as apart-
ments in a plan similar 
to the system’s contro-
versial proposals for the 

 Brooklyn Heights  and 
 Sunset Park  branches. 
Mayor DeBlasio wants to 
build low-income apart-
ments over the book-
lender, according to a Fa-
cebook user who posted 
to a 2,700-person group 
dedicated to Bay Ridge.

“The Mayor wants to 

close the library on Ridge 
and 73 st For building ‘af-
fordable housing’?!?!?” 
the user wrote, garner-
ing more than 50 incred-
ulous comments.

But it is pure fiction, a 
library official said.

“We’ve gotten several 

BY LAUREN GILL
They don’t want a gravy train.

The city must design  its 
$2.5-billion Sunset Park-to-
Queens streetcar line  to help the 
borough’s neediest, not rich white 
yuppies, Brooklynites said at a 
public forum in Red Hook last 
Tuesday night. 

“I don’t know if the $2-bil-
lion investment should just 
make it easier to go to a brew-
ery or to go get brunch in Wil-
liamsburg, and it kind of 
feels like that’s what their 
motivation is,” said Ross 
Joy, who lives in Wind-
sor Terrace and works 
in Red Hook. 

Joy was one of 
dozens of Kings 
County resi-
dents who came 
to share their 
ideas with city 
reps at the bor-
ough’s fi rst so-
called “vision-
ing session” for 
the trolley, which 
many have criticized 
as  a boondoggle for the waterfront 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re pushing swings in 
more ways than one.

Area parents are de-
manding the city build 
more swing sets in Ma-
rine Park. The PS 278 play-
ground — part of the neigh-
borhood’s namesake park 
on Fillmore Avenue and 
Madison Place — has six 

swings for older kids, but 
that just doesn’t cut it, be-
cause the glut of children 
using the too-few swings af-
ter school and on weekends 
creates chaos for young-
sters and parents, a Marine 
Park mom of three said.

“The kids come and cut 
the line, and unless you 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10Continued on page 9

Book celebrates 100 years 
of a Coney Island original 

Continued on page 9

AN OPEN BOOK: The Bay 
Ridge branch will remain 
open.

FRANK 
TALK

Residents’
streetcar 
desires

Library rumor pure fi ctionM’Park’s swing demand
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KETCHUP ON YOUR READING: William Handwerker, grandson of the founder 
of Nathan’s Famous frankfurters, has written a book celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of the family business. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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www.bayridgeloans.org

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

Home Equity  
Lines of Credit 
Find the money you  
need in your home!

Use your home equity line of credit for:
• Home improvements  
• Dream vacation  
• Tuition  
• Emergency expenses  
• Or anything you need!

BY LAUREN GILL
It is a triple threat!

Gov. Cuomo must kick 
in cash to pay for long-
overdue repairs to a geri-
atric stretch of the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway or 
motorists could end up pay-
ing with their lives, says 
Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Brooklyn Heights).

It will cost around $1.7 
billion to mend the triple-
cantilever portion of the 
highway below the Brook-
lyn Heights Promenade — 
which is already  more than 
10 years past its expected 
lifespan  — and Levin is 
demanding the state foot 
some of the bill so the city 
isn’t left scrambling for 
cash while the whole thing 
folds like a cheap suit. 

“In order to do this proj-
ect quickly and without any 
strain on the rest of the sys-
tem we really need the state 
as a partner here,” he said. 
“It could be a public safety is-
sue. We don’t want any of the 
roadway becoming impass-
able and becoming faulty.”

City Department of 
Transportation offi cials 

announced last month that 
they will fi nally start defus-
ing the ticking time bomb 
in fi ve or six years, with an 
expected completion date 
of 2026 — and not a moment 
too soon, according to ex-
perts on such things.

The roadway was built 
in 1949 and was intended to 

last just 40 years. Now the 
concrete holding up the ar-
tery — which carries more 
than 140,000 cars and trucks 
between Old Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue every day — 
is crumbling, exposing the 
steel underneath to corrosion, 
and in turn weakening the en-

PAY UP: Councilman Steve Levin says the city must help pay for 
the reconstruction of the decaying Brooklyn-Queens Expressway 
— which is so old that the concrete is crumbling away and exposing 
the steel beams — before someone gets hurt.  Photo by Nicole Lewis 

BQ Express-pay!
Councilman to Gov. Cuomo: Cough up cash for 
cantilever repairs before someone gets hurt!

BY TATIANA HERNANDEZ
Three drivers collided on 20th 
Avenue on May 21, leaving a 
mound of twisted metal.

The pile-up went down 
around 8:20 pm at 60th 

Street in Bensonhurst, ac-
cording to a photographer 
on the scene. Medics treated 
victims for minor injuries at 
the scene and released them, 
he said. The cars did not fare 

so well, photos show.
It is unclear what caused 

the crash, because police 
say they have no record of 
the pile-up, a spokesman 
said.

‘Mystery’ wreck in Bensonhurst

WHEELY?!: Police say they have no record of the three-car crash.  Photo by Paul Martinka

Continued on page 4

For information please call
917-882-5066 or 718-238-8181

It’s that time of the year!
Join us for one of 5th Avenue’s 

greatest events!
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BY MAX JAEGER
This one was zesty, with 
notes of sour grapes.

Sunset Park activists 
uncorked their ire toward 
Industry City on May 21, 
demonstrating outside 
of the Brooklyn Crush 
wine-tasting, which locals 
griped was too snooty for 
the neighborhood’s good. 
Protestors told revelers 
leaving the bourgeois bac-
chanal that patronizing 
Industry City — the pri-
vate manufacturing cam-
pus that is home to  hipster 
dance parties  and  Manhat-
tan-fl eeing fashionistas  
— accelerates gentrifi ca-
tion in the working-class, 
immigrant nabe. But the 
display left a bitter taste 
in tourist’s mouths, some 
said.

“To feel the neighbor-
hood go, ‘We don’t want 
you here’ — it’s like, ‘Al-
right, well f--- you then.’ 
They’re alienating the 
people they want help 
from,” said New Jersian 
Tom Laughlin.

About 25 demonstrators 
charged that Sunset Park-
ers can’t afford to shop 
at Industry City’s stores, 
yuppie tourists don’t ven-
ture into local mom-and-
pops, and landlords are 

salivating to turn neigh-
boring taquerias into tony 
organic markets. Hosting 
private events like the $75 
wine-tasting throws gaso-
line on the fi re, activists 
said.

“They made it clear 
that their vision is to turn 
Sunset Park into the next 
SoHo, the next Chelsea,” 
said Ana Orozco, a Har-
lem resident who works for 
Sunset Park social-justice 
group Uprose. “They’re 
hosting events for people 
with money, and they’re 
trying to attract people 
from Manhattan into the 
space, because without 
that type of clientele, they 
won’t be able to maintain 
the high-end retail or res-
taurants.”

But protestors were 
stereotyping — and they 
stomped on any chances 
Laughlin and his wife 
would stay and soak in 
some local fl avor, he said.

“We’re both blue-col-
lar all the way — neither 
of us have any college,” 
said Laughlin, a ware-
house manager whose wife 
works for a forklift-rental 
company. “Maybe, based 
on Brooklyn Crush, we 
would have stayed here 
for the evening, but based 

on [demonstrators], now 
we feel guilty, and so we’re 
gonna get back to Manhat-
tan as quick as we can.”

Protesters said they 
weren’t trying to push 
people away.

“I don’t want to ruin 
anyone’s good time,” said 
Sunset Parker and tenant-
organizer Sam Wicks, who 
had a heated exchange 
with an allegedly tipsy 
Laughlin. “This is our 
way and the message we 
want to communicate. It’s 
a healthy debate. Unfortu-
nately, it got a little ugly in 
the end. He was obviously 
impaired.”

Industry City  touted 
last fall  that nearly half 
the 4,000 workers its ten-
ants employ live within 
a few miles, are people of 
color, and have no college 
degree.

And landlords’ decisions 
outside the multi-block wa-
terfront campus, are out of 
the Industry City’s hands, 
its chief executive told this 
paper last fall.

“We can only control 
what we can control, and 
what we can control is tak-
ing a place that had very 
few jobs and no investment 
for 30 years and turning 
it into a place where there 

are lots of jobs, and a very 
good number of which go 
to local folks,” said An-
drew Kimball.

But there have been 
failures. Struggling 3D 
printer producer Maker 
Bot expanded its Industry 
City forge  to great fanfare 
last year , hiring dozens of 
factory-fl oor workers and 
months later announcing 
 it would sack them and 
move production overseas .

New interest in once-
hardscrabble Sunset Park 
is a double-edged sword, 
but the city — not private 
enterprise — is respon-
sible for protecting long-
time residents, according 
to a Brooklyn-raised wine-
lover leaving the Industry 
City party.

“When I was grow-
ing up in Bensonhurst, 
you didn’t come here — it 
was Bay Ridge or bust,” 
said 28-year-old Brighton 
Beacher Aly, who declined 
to give a last name. “Yes, it 
will start to develop — that 
will drive the price up. But 
at the same time, there 
was no one coming here 
that didn’t live here [in the 
1990s and 2000s]. We need 
to fi nd a balance, and that’s 
something we need to talk 
to the city about.”

CASKING BLAME: Protestors line Fourth Avenue to catch people going to and from the subway during the Brooklyn Crush wine-
tasting at Industry City on May 21. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

BY DENNIS LYNCH
It’s a mom-and-pup opera-
tion!

A Bath Beach woman 
makes all-natural dog treats 
inspired by her pet pooch. The 
baker for barkers traded in 
her nine-to-fi ve in favor of a ca-
nine-to-fi ve — after a moment 
of clarity during her erstwhile 
day job as a legal secretary, 
she said.

“I said, ‘What am I do-
ing here? I could be at home 
making dog treats in my pa-
jamas,’ ” said Regina Bus-
cemi of Bite This! dog treats 
(no relation to famed Brook-
lynite and actor Steve Bus-
cemi). “So here I am — at 
home making dog treats in 
my pajamas.”

Buscemi started cooking 
for canines three years ago 
when she adopted a hound 
dubbed Chivas Beagle — a 
play on Scotch whiskey Chi-
vas Regal — after its owner 
died. She bought allegedly 

all-natural dog food and 
treats but decided to make 
her own after discovering 
that the government regula-
tors don’t set a high bar for 
treats to get the “natural” 
designation, she said.

“I found out the Federal 
Drug Administration doesn’t 
regulate dog treats — you can 
put anything in there,” she 
said. “I said, ‘Oh no, I don’t 
know what this dog was eat-
ing before, but it’s going to be 
good stuff from now on.’ ”

She tweaked existing reci-
pes and made them with pre-
servative- and fi ller-free, peo-
ple-grade ingredients from 
wholesaler Restaurant Depot 
— such as whole-wheat fl our, 
oatmeal, sweet potato, pea-
nut butter, honey, and eggs — 
and the treats will exceed the 
expectations of even the most 
discerning doggie palate, the 
self-made chef said.

“There’s no junk in these 
treats,” she said. “It’s what 
you would make for your 
family, because pets are fam-
ily members.”

But making the snacks 
is no walk in the dog park 
— Buscemi goes through 
40 pounds of chicken every 
week to make roughly 12 
pounds of her chicken jerky 
alone — and she has to cook 
in small batches because 
her preservative-free treats 
would go bad if left out too 
long.

Bite This! dog treats [www.
dogtreatsmadeinbrooklyn.
com, (917) 403–7380].

Pet project

QUEEN IN THE KITCHEN: Regina Buscemi’s pup Chivas Beagle cannot 
get enough of her homemade dog treats. Photo by Georgine BenvenutoWhine tasting!

Locals and tourists clash outside of Industry City event

Bath Beach woman cooks up 
homemade ‘natural’ dog treats

ALL THE FIXIN’S: Regina Buscemi 
makes the treats out of human-
grade ingredients like real sweet 
potatoes and chicken. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AY

 2
9,

 2
01

6
4

tire structure,  revered trans-
portation engineer “Grid-
lock” Sam Schwartz told this 
paper . 

The city is technically 
responsible for maintain-
ing the tri-level thorough-
fare, even though rest of 
the expressway is state-
controlled.

But Albany has tradi-
tionally kicked in 38 per-
cent of the funding for 
highway projects, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for 
the city agency — though 
its generosity has waned 
in recent years. 

Under that model, 

the state Department of 
Transportation would 
provide $659 million to 
the total cost of the re-
vamp. But the agency is 
yet to pledge a single cent, 
so the city is depending on 
cash from its own budget 
along with $521 million of 
federal funds. 

State transportation 
honchos thought the re-
pairs were important 
enough to pay for in the 
past, though —  they were 
planning to do the job 
themselves in 2011  but 
abruptly pulled the plug 
along with the Feds, de-
claring the entire thing 
too expensive. 

Levin — who drives on 
the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-

pressway almost every day 
and  sometimes rescues 
bullet-ridden cats along 
the way  — says he’s confi -
dent the city will fi nd the 
funds one way or another, 
but it shouldn’t have to. 

Dough from the state 
would ensure the whole 
thing runs quickly and 
smoothly and the city isn’t 
forced to pinch pennies on 
other projects, he said.

“It should not fall en-
tirely on the city’s shoul-
ders,” he said. “The city 
has other vital transporta-
tion needs so this is going 
to come out of those.” 

The state Department 
of Transportation did not 
respond to requests for 
comment.

CANTILEVER
Continued from page 2

BY LAUREN GILL
These Clinton Hill residents 
fi nally caught a brake.

The city curbed a com-
munity vote on a conten-
tious Clinton Avenue bike 
lane on May 19, after long-
time locals claimed they 
were ignored during the 
planning process in favor 
of pedal-pushing neighbor-
hood newcomers. Depart-
ment of Transportation 
honchos told the Commu-
nity Board 2 transporta-
tion committee to hold off 
on the referendum, saying 
they would instead spend 
a month conferring with 
the rebuffed residents and 

then return with a revised 
plan, according to a spokes-
woman.

“After hearing more 
from the community at this 
week’s meetings on the Clin-
ton Avenue proposal, DOT 
will conduct additional 
outreach with community 
leaders and residents,” said 
a spokeswoman. “We look 
forward to returning to CB2 
next month.”

Hundreds of  locals 
packed an earlier meeting 
on May 17 , where the ma-
jority of attendees slammed 
both the department’s plan 
to eliminate a lane of traf-
fi c and 35 parking spaces 

on Clinton Avenue between 
Gates and Flushing av-
enues and add a two-way 
bike lane, and its commu-
nity consultation process 
for the project.

Critics included Coun-
cilwoman Laurie Cumbo 
(D–Fort Greene) and her 
predecessor, Public Advo-
cate Letitia James.

Department reps 
claimed the changes would 
help ease heavy bike traf-
fi c on nearby Vanderbilt 
Avenue, and that they’d re-
ceived plenty of support 
for the idea from residents 
when they set up street-side 

STATUS QUO: The current set-up on Clinton Avenue. Photo by Nicole Lewis

A second spin
City halts Clinton Avenue bike lane vote 

to give longtime locals more of a say

Continued on page 6
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 lbs

$2499 $1499

FRIED CALAMARI
16 oz PLATTER

$1299

FISH & CHIPS 
FRIED or BROILED

$1999

SHRIMP PLATTER
FRIED or BROILED

+TAX +TAX +TAX+TAX

3  $39F
O
R

GENUINE STATE O’ 
MAINE LOBSTERS

1 1/4 LB. EACH

99¢

GENUINE STATE O’ 
MAINE MUSSELS

LB.

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS:

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT 
RATED 
EXCELLENT
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BY LAUREN GILL
It was a dino score!

Some Neanderthal stole 
seven handmade dinosaur 
costumes from Bushwick 
circus venue the House of 
Yes last Thursday night — 
robbing performers not only 
of their outfi ts but also years 
of treasured memories, ac-
cording to the designer.

“They were really cool 
and they brought a lot of 
people a lot of joy and now 
who knows where they’re 
going to be,” said aerial 
acrobat Anya Sapozhnik-
ova, who first made the 
costumes for  a Christmas 
show in 2012 . 

The thief struck when 
the costumes — sparkly 
bodysuits with large masks 
— were sitting in a box in 
front the venue on Wyckoff 
Avenue at Jefferson Street 
at 10:15 pm, before organiz-

ers could bring them in-
side for an animal-themed 
dance party headlined by 
aptly named tech-house 
duo Monkey Safari, Sapo-

zhnikova said.
A bouncer at the 

Cobra Club bar down 
the street later re-
ported seeing some-
one wearing a dino-
saur head around 
10:30 pm, she added. 

Sapozhnikova said 
she put 80 hours of 
work into making the 
quirky ensembles, 
which have evolved 
to become a House of 
Yes staple that some-
times pop up in sev-
eral different shows 
in a single week. 

“It was very sad 
because they’re such 
a House of Yes thing,” 
she said. 

The prehistoric props 
are so beloved, the venue 
will cough up a $300 cash re-
ward — possibly more than 
“The Good Dinosaur” ’s en-

tire box-offi ce take — for 
their return with no ques-
tions asked.

It is not the fi rst time a 
crook has stolen one of the 
House of Yes’s out-of-the-
box creations — a few years 

ago, someone swiped a giant 
fl ounder fi sh prop that was 
never recovered, Sapozh-
nikova said. 

But she is holding out 
hope that the dinosaurs 
aren’t extinct. 

“If everyone was to 
spread the word I’m hopeful 
they’d get found,” she said. 

If you have any infor-
mation about the costumes’ 
whereabouts e-mail info@
houseofyes.org.

Neanderthal steals show’s
glitzy dinosaur costumes

HOLD ONTO YOUR BUTTS — AND YOUR DINOSAUR COSTUMES: The dinosaur outfi ts in happier 
times.  House of Yes

A $300 reward for sexy prehistoric garb

ON MILK BOTTLES SOON: House of 
Yes is offering a $300 reward for the 
return of seven dinosaur costumes. 
 House of Yes
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BY MAX JAEGER
Officer down!

Police and firefighters 
got into a bloody brawl 
during what was supposed 
to be a friendly charity 
football game at MCU 
Park on May 22. Fire-
fighters felt burned they 
were losing 13–29, and 
a battle-royale erupted 
in the matchup’s closing 
minutes, a photographer 
on the scene said.

“There was yelling 
back and forth between 
two players after a play 
— everybody encircled 
them, and then I saw hel-
mets f lying,” said pho-
tographer Angel Zayas. 
“FDNY was really p---
-- off that they were 13 
against 29 — everybody 
was taunting back and 
forth.”

Video depicts a blood-
ied firefighter hobbling 

away from the bench-
clearer.

Officials tried to keep 
the massive bout classi-
fied, the photographer 
said.

“When the brawl went 
down, they all came after 
me and said, ‘You better 
not put this out there,’ ” 

Zayas said.
Still, players lined up 

and shook hands after the 
clock hit zero — and the 
heated rivalry is par for 
the course, an organizer 
said.

“It’s the biggest game 
of the year for both teams, 
and it’s obviously a big 

rivalry,” said Mike 
Serna, who runs nypd-
fi nestfootball.org. “On 
the fi eld, they don’t like 
each other, but off the 
fi eld, we’re all brothers 
— they go out together 
and have after-parties.”

A little rough-hous-
ing is to be expected, a 
police spokesmen said.

“C’mon, they’re 
playing football — 
they fight all the time,” 
the spokesman pro-
claimed.

Fire department of-
ficials declined to com-

ment.
It was teams’ 44th 

meeting — and the first 
in Brooklyn in more than 
a decade. Money raised at 
the showdown went to the 
police Widows’ & Chil-
dren’s Fund and the fire 
department’s Fire Family 
Transport Foundation.

FOOT BRAWL!
Cops, fi refi ghters get into gory battle at charity game

FLAG THAT: Dozens of cops and fi refi ghters jumped into the fi ght that erupted during the charity game.  Photos by Angel Zayas

BLOODIED: A fi refi ghter bleeds from his ear after the fracas. 
 Photo by Angel Zayas

booths around the com-
munity board’s district 
and gabbed about it with 
passersby.

But residents said the 
city’s outreach effort was 
biased towards pedes-
trians and cyclists, and 
skipped important com-
munity institutions for 
older residents such as 
churches. 

Naysayers also claimed 
the narrower street and 
new bike lane would be 
plagued by traffi c jams, 
impede emergency ve-

hicles, and attract more 
cyclists, who they claim 
speed down the street 
with no consideration for 
other commuters.

But even critics think 
locals may come around 
to the changes if the de-
partment shows it is se-
rious about listening to 
them and taking their 
concerns on board.

“Never say never, I 
think the community has 
to be reasonable,” said 
Clinton Hill local Schellie 
Hagan. “Do I want to per-
sonally see bike lanes on 
Clinton Avenue? I don’t 
personally like them, but 
they’re here.”

TRAFFIC
Continued from page 4

BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about showboating!

Champion yacht skip-
pers put on a show in 
the waters off Brooklyn 
Bridge Park on May 20, 
holding a short exhibition 
regatta in the East River 
after completing a presti-
gious trans-Atlantic con-
test.

Four fi nishers from 
the Transat — a 56-year-
old competition in which 
25 sailors single-hand-
edly navigate their crafts 

from England to the U.S. 
— hoisted their sails for 
the event, racing around 
New York Harbor before 
docking in the park’s  new 
marina , which offi cially 
opened at the beginning of 
the month.

Only 18 of the 25 com-
petitors have completed 
the race since casting off 
from Plymouth on May 2 
so far — and some never 
will, after  waving a white 
fl ag  due to the brutal con-
ditions out at sea.

Set sail for Brooklyn

SWEET VICTORY: A sailer that navigated his boat from England 
to Brooklyn celebrates at Brooklyn Bridge Park last Friday af-
ternoon.  Photo by Louise Wateridge
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3D ARTWORK AWNINGS STORM DOORS

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16

WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR HOME, CHOOSE THE PROFESSIONALS WHO CARE!

STATEN ISLAND SHOWROOM
1207 HYLAN BLVD. 

STATEN ISLAND, NY
ACROSS FROM NISSAN HONDA

718-420-3700
BONDED & INSURED - NYC CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC. #1474764

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LATE THURSDAY TILL 8 PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LATE THURSDAY TILL 7:30 PM

BONDED & INSURED - NYC CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC. #1474765

BROOKLYN FACTORY
& SHOWROOM LOCATION

2200 McDONALD AVE. 
BET. AVENUES T & U (OFF AVENUE T)

718-449-1382

Fiberama
MANUFACTURING COMPANY

WE NOW
ACCEPT

See Our Reviews On Manufacturing & Installing
ALL Our Products

Since 1957
A
Rating
from BBB

+
WWW.FIBERAMA.COM

10 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL OUR
AMERICAN MADE PRODUCTS FREE

ESTIMATES

INSULATED 
STEEL 

ENTRY DOORS

HOME GUARD 
STEEL 

SECURITY DOORS

MANY OTHER COLORS & 
STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

CELEBRATING 59 YEARS
IN THE HOME IMPROVEMENT INDUSTRY
AND STILL GOING STRONG!

BUILDING
ON TRUST

ZIKA
VIRUS

WE MANUFACTURE OUR SCREEN ROOMS TO KEEP YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY SAFE FROM THE OUTDOOR ELEMENTS…

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY AGAINST THE

KEEP MOSQUITOS OUT OF YOUR OUTDOOR AREA!

WHERE EXPERIENCE MATTERS...
BUILDING TRUST FOR
OVER 59 YEARS

ALL PRICES & OFFERS VALID AT BROOKLYN SHOWROOM ONLY

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16

CLEAR ZOROX II 
HEAT REFLECTIVE AWNINGS

WE MANUFACTURE ALL TYPES OF AWNINGS!
PROTECTS AGAINST HEAVY SNOW,

GLARING SUN & HEAVY RAIN

KEEP THE GLARING SUN & HEAVY RAIN OFF 
YOUR PORCH WITH A PATENTED FIBERAMA AWNING!

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16

20% 
OFF

INSTALLATION
OFFER EXPIRES

4/7/16
OFFER VALID AT BROOKLYN SHOWROOM ONLY. PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED.  EXPIRES 4/7/16

INTRODUCING OUR
LOW-E-GLASS & ARGON GAS

COMBINATION INSULATED VINYL WINDOWS
FOR EXTRA ENERGY EFFICIENCY!

UP TO A HUGE 100 U.I.’s
A WINDOW IS NOT 

COMPLETE WITHOUT

EXTERIOR ALUMINUM
CAPPING

$27900
INSTALLED, CAPPED AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

Each

OURS IS INCLUDED FOR

OFFER VALID AT BROOKLYN SHOWROOM ONLY. PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED. EXPIRES 6/5/16

OFFER EXPIRES
6/5/16

OFFER EXPIRES
6/5/16

OFFER EXPIRES
6/5/16

OFFER EXPIRES
6/5/16

OFFER EXPIRES
6/5/16

MEMORIAL DAY SPECIAL



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AY

 2
9,

 2
01

6
8

Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.

BY LAUREN GILL
She is raising the hue and 
dye!

Stressed-out grown-
ups can release their in-
ner Zen with a childhood 
activity and an adult bev-
erage at a new monthly 
meet-up over hipster color-
ing books, launching at the 
Koelner Bier Halle on June 
1. Coloring books can work 
wonders for Brooklynites’ 
psyches, says the event’s 
organizer.

“I think it’s amazing,” 
said Monica Hammond. 
“I’m hoping people are 
fi nding it as a way to relax. 
For me it brings out the in-
ner child.” 

The Park Slope artist 
and comedian started cre-
ating her coloring books 
at the end of 2015, produc-
ing several short activ-
ity books based on dif-
ferent themes, including 
dog selfi es, pop culture 

fi gures from the ’90s, and 
presidential candidates. 
She also makes custom-
ized, hand-drawn coloring 
books for people based on 
photographs they provide, 
often as quirky wedding or 

engagement gifts.
The adult color-

ing books are not just 
popular with meditat-
ing millennials, she 
said — seniors love 
to break out the cray-
ons, too. 

“There’s a lot of 
colorists in the re-
tired generation,” 
said Hammond.

Her only advice 
for beginning pig-
ment pushers is to 
stay in between the 
lines, which is easiest 
to do with color pen-
cils, she said.

Hammond is con-
stantly surprised at 
how imaginative peo-

ple can get with their color se-
lections.

“I love when I see my 
pictures colored in and the 
pictures aren’t anything 
I thought they would be,” 
she said.

 At the event on June 1, 
colorists of any age can put 
their own touch on pages 
featuring Lady Gaga, Hil-
lary Clinton, and Chance 
the Rapper, among other 
pop fi gures. The all-you-
can-color event costs $7 for 
access to Hammond’s orig-
inal coloring pages and a 
vast supply of colored pen-
cils, crayons, and mark-
ers.

The night will also have 
a “caption this” contest to 
come up with the funniest 
description of one of the 
coloring pages. The win-
ner will receive bragging 
rights and a $25 bar tab at 
Koelner Bier Hall.

Hammond hopes that 
colorers from all over the 
borough turn out for the 
night, which is like a more 
vibrant, less-stressful ver-
sion of trivia nights.

“I’m really just look-
ing forward to hanging 

out with people who like to 
color. It’s like a trivia night 
but instead of trivia you’re 
going to be coloring,” she 
said.

Coloring Club at Koelner 

Bier Halle  (84 St. Marks Pl. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
www.curiouscustom.com). 
June 1 at 7:30 pm. $7 ($5 in 
advance).

Full of local color

DRINK AND DYE: Artist Monica Ham-
mond poses with a beer and one of her 
hipster coloring pages, at Koelner Bier 
Halle in Park Slope.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

PENCIL PUSHER: Artist Monica Hammond creates custom color-
ing books based on photos, as she did for this image from photog-
rapher Jason Speakman. Hammond will host a coloring club at a 
Park Slope beer hall on June 1. Monica Hammond

Park Slope artist is hosting a boozy adult coloring club
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stand there with your kids 
and secure their spot, they 
won’t get one — the kids al-
ways feel bad, and it causes 
so much frustration,” said 
Yonah Benisti Dahan. 
“There’s a lot of fi ghting 
and uncomfortableness 
with the swings. We’re al-
ways joking there will be a 
new reality show.” 

And swings frequently 
break under heavy use, she 
said.

“Half the time there’s 
usually like four function-
ing, which is completely not 
enough for the amount of chil-
dren in the neighborhood,” 
she said, though all six were 

working at the moment.
No parent wants to be a 

playground bully and force 
fun-seekers back down 
to earth, a mother of four 
said. 

“Unless you’re the 
type of parent who is go-
ing to be a policewoman, 
what are you going to do, 
kick a kid off?” said Ma-
rine Parker Elisheva Teit-
elbaum. “You don’t want 
to have to boss someone 
else’s kids around. You 
want the kids to be con-
siderate.”

Another mother to four 
polices her progeny’s time 
for equity’s sake.

“I give my kids a 10- to 
15-minute limit, because I 
always see there are kids 
waiting,” said Marine 

Parker Lisa Sheinhouse. 
“Some kids are on for more 
than an hour — there are 
lines and lines of kids wait-
ing for the swings. There 
are always kids waiting for 
them, especially on a nice 
afternoon, the place will be 
packed.”

The Parks Department, 
which maintains the school-
adjacent playground, is 
 renovating Marine Park  
— fi xing 15 tennis courts 
and four handball courts 
and building new bocce 
courts and adult fi tness 
equipment, but it is not re-
doing the playground, said 
a spokeswoman.

“There is no funding in 
place at this time for a play-
ground area reconstruc-
tion,” she said.

WAITING TO SWING: A child has to wait, because Marine Park doesn’t have enough swings to accom-
modate all of the children, locals say. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued from page 1 

SWINGS

the late 19th century, where 
his grandfather got his fi rst 
experience in the food busi-
ness at the age of six, sell-
ing knishes door-to-door to 
feed his poor family.

In 1912, Nathan 
Handwerker sailed to New 
York in the bowels of a pas-
senger ship, sleeping with 
his shoes on to protect the 
little money he stashed 
in his socks. Within four 
years he had joined the res-
taurant industry, married 
his wife Ida, and opened his 
frankfurter stand in Coney 
Island, selling franks made 
with her special spice rec-
ipe.

The business grew with 
each successive generation 

of the Handwerker fam-
ily, pushed by an obsession 
with quality. In his book 
(inset right), 
William recalls 
how adamant 
his grandfather 
was that no em-
ployee refer to 
his frankfurt-
ers as lowly “hot 
dogs” even in his 
later years.

“Heaven forbid 
he ever heard anyone call 
his product a ‘hot dog,’ ” he 
wrote. “If they did he would 
quickly remind them: ‘You 
should never call them hot 
dogs. Hot dogs are made 
from inferior meats. Na-
than’s frankfurters are 
made from all beef and a 
special formula!’ ”

“He defi nitely thought 
hot dogs were inferior to 

frankfurters, but he even-
tually acquiesced,” he said.

Handwerker left 
the family business 
in the 1990s, but still 
makes time to visit 
the Nathan’s stand 
where he started 
working. Like so 
many of Nathan’s 
customers, he 
makes his way 
down with fam-

ily on summer days 
before a Brooklyn Cyclones 
game, when the People’s 
Playground is in full swing.

“We’ll buy a bunch 
of tickets for family and 
friends and we all go to Na-
than’s,” he said. 

“Nathan’s Famous: The 
First 100 Years of America’s 
Favorite Frankfurter Com-
pany” is in bookstores now. 
$17.95.

NATHAN’S
Continued from page 1

646.494.7227
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

ATLASSTEAK.COM

Atlas Steakhouse
presents...

Acoustic performance by
Ari Harmony feat. Kappa Tanabe
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY JACK HEALY
Enjoy the fun of Coney Is-
land without taking the 
train.

To celebrate its 100th 
summer, Nathan’s Famous 
frankfurter company has 
launched a virtual version 
of the People’s Playground, 
fi lled with video rides and 
digital carnival games. The 
Ticket To Fun site is de-
signed for those poor souls 
who live too far from the 
seaside resort to visit in 
person, said a spokesman.

“It’s really fun for peo-
ple who can’t go out in per-
son,” said Chris Madigan. 

The digital seaside fea-
tures video versions of Co-
ney Island rides, including 
the Cyclone roller coaster, 
the Wonder Wheel, and the 
Parachute Jump — which is 

still functioning in the on-
line amusement park. But 
the focus is on the providers 
of the Island’s most Famous 
food. One game replicates 
working the grill at the Na-
than’s Famous hot dog stand, 
trying to keep up against 
a horde of hungry custom-
ers. Another thrusts players 
into Nathan’s Famous Hot 
Dog Eating Contest, click-
ing furiously to stuff down 
frankfurters against eight-
time eating champion Joey 
Chestnut and 2015 champion 
Matt Stonie.

Those who do well in the 
games win tickets, which 
can be redeemed at an on-
line store. Prizes include 
Nathan’s-branded hats and 
t-shirts, grilling equip-
ment, and chances at a va-
riety of grand prizes. The 
grandest prize, naturally, 
is a trip to New York City 
to visit the wonder that is 
Coney Island — something 
any Brooklynite can get for 
the price of a subway ride.

Visit virtual Coney at 
www.nathanstickettofun.
com.

DIGITAL THRILLS: Nathan’s Famous has created a virtual version 
of the People’s Playground.

It’s 
virtual 
Coney

developers  who initially 
lobbied for the service. 

DeBlasio  has pushed 
back against that charac-
terization , stressing the 
40,000 public housing resi-
dents who will live along 
the line when the tram 
starts running in 2024 — 
but Joy and others said 
he needs to put his money 
where his mouth is by cre-
ating a route with their 
needs in mind.

“Racial equity means 
that we don’t keep building 
the same systems based on 
white preference or white 
taste,” he said. 

“Let’s see that it’s based 
on being connected to 
property lines of NYCHA 
developments.”

Attendees — who broke 
off into groups for discus-
sions, then presented their 
ideas to the rest of the room 
— also agreed the street-
car needs to link up with 
ferry and subway stops 
and include free transfers 
to other modes of trans-
portation. 

“We ought to be able to 
get anywhere in the metro-
politan area with a single 
ticket,” said Roy Howell, 
who lives in Carroll Gar-
dens and claims to have 
ridden on more than 30 
streetcar systems around 
the world. 

City honchos  admitted 
in February that  riders 
may have to pay a second 
fare when switching from 
the tram to their forthcom-
ing ferry service — as well 
as the state-controlled sub-
way and bus system —  and 

that  many of the tram’s 
subway “transfers” will 
actually be up to a quarter-
mile away.

A spokesman said at 
that time that it is negotiat-
ing with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity for the gratis switches, 
but has yet to announce a 
deal.

Among other sugges-
tions, residents also asked 
for bike hooks on board the 
trolleys,  and to spare his-
toric districts from being 
part of the route.

City offi cials say they’ll 
host more of the feedback-
gathering sessions before 
designing and announcing 
the route in 2018.

They plan to begin con-
struction —  which could 
involve building two en-
tirely new bridges  — the 
following year. 

STREETCAR
Continued from page 1

spurious inquiries to-
day, and it’s all a bit per-
plexing!” library spokes-
woman Madeline Kaye 

said via e-mail.
The library system 

does, however, plan to 
 fix the branch’s roof  — a 
project that will not re-
quire closure, she said.

Work is set to begin 
on the $800,000 proj-

ect — funded largely by 
Borough President Ad-
ams and Councilman 
Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) — in late sum-
mer and last four to six 
months, a spokeswoman 
said.

LIBRARY
Continued from page 1
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Who is the new voice in morning radio 
that everyone is talking about?
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