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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s the future of hydration! 

The Parks Department 
is installing a futuristic 
new water fountain at Ja-
cob Joffe Fields that can 
fi ll water bottles and rec-
reationists’ bellies at the 
same time. The font (inset 
below) will be equipped 

with three spouts — two 
will look like typical water 
fountains, but the third is 
specially designed for fi ll-
ing bottles. Prospect Park 
has  had such hydration sta-
tions since 2013 , and the 
wells are an exciting but 
out-of-left-fi eld addition to 
the Flatlands park, said 

one old-school hydrator.
“I haven’t seen that be-

fore,” said Community 
Board 18 member James 
Buchanan. “That’s very 
unusual.”

The regular-mouth-
piece fountains will be low 
enough for wheelchair us-

BY RUTH BROWN
The owner of embattled Park 
Slope old folks’ home Prospect 
Park Residence will pay his el-
derly tenants $3.35 million as part 
of a lawsuit settlement, ending a 
high-profi le and sometimes ugly 
two-year court battle between the 
two parties.

The nonagenarians have been 
 fi ghting eviction  since landlord 
Haysha Deitsch and state health 
offi cials abruptly  gave them three 
months to scram in March 2014 , 
and while settling the suit means 
they’ll still have to leave, the pay-
out will help them fi nd and fund 
somewhere they can live comfort-
ably, according to their attorney.

“Our clients have always been 
worried about having the time 
and resources to move to an ap-
propriate setting that was safe 
and not unduly restrictive,” said 
lawyer Kevin Cremin of MFY Le-
gal Service, one of several fi rms 
working on the case. “We think 
this settlement will provide both 
the time and money.”

The lion’s share of the cash 
will go to the fi ve oldsters who 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
If a network falls in the 
woods and nobody is on it, 
does anyone make a sound? 
No!

Someone stole a $600 
gizmo that blasted free wifi  
in Sunset Park on May 26. 
But unplugged park-goers 
were just shocked to learn 
the green space was hooked 

up to cyberspace in the fi rst 
place, and one recreation-
ist wished he’d picked up on 
the signals sooner, he said.

“Wifi  in the park? I had 
no idea. I’ve lived here for 
fi ve years, I should know 
that. It’s too bad,” said 42nd 
Street resident Carl Gam-
brell, one of a dozen who had 

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12

Brooklyn parks 
to host the Bard

BY LOREN NOVECK
The parks are alive with the 
sound of Shakespeare!

The free summer Shakespeare 
season is upon us, and soon it may 
seem that you cannot toss a fris-
bee without hitting someone in a 
doublet. But mark your calendars 
— some of these productions last 
only a few days!

This year, fans of the Bard can 
choose between his romances 
(“The Tempest” and “The Win-
ter’s Tale”), comedies (“A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream” and 
“Twelfth Night”) or a tragedy 
(“Julius Caesar”), all in scenic 
outdoor locations.

Smith Street Stage
Shakespeare’s fi nal play “The 

Tempest” becomes this summer’s 
fi rst outdoor show, with a three-
week run launching on June 8. 
The 14 actors of the Smith Street 
Stage, led by Kate Ross as the wiz-
ard Prospero, will transform Car-
roll Park into Shakespeare’s mag-
ical and mysterious island.

“The Tempest” in Carroll 

Continued on page 6

From left, pals Etta Andersen, Mia Ehling, Maria Palarino and Dana Direnzo started working on their tans in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park on May 25 as temperatures across the borough — and presumably elsewhere in the city — 
soared. Photo by Paul Martinka

TOP OFF: Cyclist Brian 
Mariscal fi lls up during a ride 
through Prospect Park.

PLAY’S THE THINGOld folks’ 
home suit 

settled

Board OKs fancy fountainsS’Park’s wifi  gone
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I N  YOU R  T I M E  OF  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

 
I could  a credit union?

Great 
Rates!

Auto 
Loans

Mortgages &
Home Equity

Loans

Checking 
Accounts &

Online Banking

718-680-2121 718 934-6809

Applications available 24/7. www.bayridgeloans.org
Loan offers are subject to approval criteria related to creditworthiness, ability to repay, 

proof of income and acceptable collateral. Membership eligibility is required.

Fungus among us!
Bed-Stuy factory grows exotic fungi
BY TATIANA HERNANDEZ

Their business is ’shroom-
ing!

Two former corporate 
types are growing mush-
rooms inside an old Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant factory, 
where they plan to cul-
tivate an edible empire 
with an obscure variety 
called lion’s mane. Weird 
fungi was once a tough 
sell, they say, but the re-
cent trend towards local, 
small-batch, eco-friendly 
foods has turned them 
into a real growth indus-
try.

“Even a couple years 
ago people weren’t look-
ing for more exotic mush-
rooms than maitake or 
shiitake,” said Jenni-
fer Macdonald, who co-
founded Shroom, which 
she runs out of the old 
Pfizer building on Flush-
ing Avenue. “All of those 
elements come together 
to make it possible to 
have a sustainable busi-
ness at this time and this 
space.”

Macdonald and her 
business partner Angela 
Watts fi rst started grow-
ing lion’s mane — a long, 
stringy variety with a 
meaty texture, used in 
both Chinese cooking and 
medicine — under their 
beds and in closets of the 
Manhattan home they 
shared in 2011.

They both worked in 
fi nance at the time, but 
wanted to do something 
to make the world a bet-
ter place, and Watts be-
came obsessed with my-
cology when she realized 
the spongy growths aren’t 
just great in a risotto — 
they can also soak up pol-
lution and cure what ails 
you. 

Watts said she was par-
ticularly inspired after 
she gave her sick parents 
capsules of dried lion’s 
mane and reishi mush-
room powder, and their 
health improved dramati-
cally. 

“I was so excited,” she 
said. “I felt that I wouldn’t 
be able to sleep until I had 
a grow-room fi lled with li-
on’s mane.”

Mushooms are also an 
incredibly sustainable 
food, as they can grow in 
coffee grounds, newspa-
pers, or rotting logs, they 
said. Shroom is cultivat-
ing its fungi in bags of 
sawdust from local car-
penters.

“When you think 
about it, mushrooms are 
some of the world’s great-
est recyclers,” Macdon-
ald said.

Farming indoors means 
Macdonald and Watts can 
also control the humid-
ity and other growing 
conditions of their crops. 
They could grow up to 800 
pounds of lion’s mane a 
week in their space, but are 
currently producing 100 
pounds while they refi ne 
their product with local 
chefs, their primary mar-
ket.

“We just want to get it 
right, and fi rst it’s becom-
ing the number one pro-
vider of lion’s mane in the 
Tri-State area,” said Mac-
donald.

But the pair doesn’t plan 

on stopping there. They 
have also experimented 
with different strands of 
’shrooms in a fi eld they call 
“microfarmocology” — 
growing mushrooms while 
researching their medici-
nal and environmental po-
tential. They eventually 
hope to work with local 
governments to get plastic-
eating fungi into the land-
fi lls.

But fi rst they have to 
focus on breaking into the 
business. Growing mush-
rooms in your closet is easy, 
they say, but doing it on an 
industrial scale involves a 
lot of groping around in the 
dark.

“You have to have un-
believable passion and 
determination and not 
be stopped when you dis-
cover the humidity con-
trols weren’t going to 
work the way you thought 
they were going to work, 
or the mushrooms don’t 
like a particular type of 
sawdust that you thought 
they would,” Macdonald 
said.

A LION’S SHARE: Angela Watts, the mastermind behind the sci-
ence of mushroom-growing, and her partner Jennifer Macdonald 
have moved from incubating mushroom spawn in closets and un-
der beds to maintaining a nearly full-fl edged business in the Pfi zer 
building. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY LAUREN GILL
They’re fi nally checking out!

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are 
selling an opulent old hotel at Clark 
and Willow streets — one of the few 
buildings left in the church’s portfo-
lio of pricey Brooklyn Heights prop-
erties. And with the structure’s 
sweeping views of the East River, 
former residents say they’ve saved 
one of the best till last.  

“You simply can’t get a more 
beautiful location,” said Richard 
Devine, a spokesman for the outfi t’s 
property hawking offshoot Watch-
tower Realty, who lived in the build-
ing between Clark and Pineapple 
streets for 10 years.

The 16-story building dates back 
to the late 1920s, when it was called 
the Leverich Towers Hotel — a lux-
ury lodging where Dodgers players 
stayed during home games. 

Architectural fi rm Starrett and 
Van Vleck designed the castle-like 
facade, the same fi rm behind  the 
most recent Downtown Macy’s — 
nee Abraham and Straus — build-
ing .

The Witnesses bought the build-
ing for a little under $2 million in 
1975 and have since renovated it 
to include 295 studio and one-bed-
room units, where members used 
to live.

Whoever buys the property is 
unlikely to turn it back into a ho-
tel, as that wouldn’t be allowed un-
der the current zoning, but Devine 
says the property is more likely to 
end up as rentals or condos for busy 
young people who don’t mind living 
in close quarters. 

“There’s often a market for 
smaller units especially for young 
professionals,” he said. 

The sect  has been selling off the 
many buildings  it has accrued in 
Brooklyn Heights and Dumbo since 
moving there in 1909, ahead of its 
relocation to upstate New York next 
year. 

This is the third old hotel it 
has put on the block — it sold 
the Standish Arms on Columbia 
Heights for $50 million in 2007 and 
the Bossert on Montague Street for 
$81 million in 2012. 

The Standish is  now being turned 
into condos , while  the Bossert will 
soon be a hotel once again .

The company is also  in the midst 
of unloading  its massive main offi ce 
building on Columbia Heights and 
a huge empty residential lot at Jay 
and Front streets. Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law, developer Jared Kush-
ner,  reportedly  has a handshake 
deal to buy the pair.

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY: The Jehovah’s Witnesses are putting the old Leverich Towers Hotel — which features sweeping, unob-
structed views of the Manhattan skyline — on the block.  Watchtower Realty

BY LAUREN GILL
The plan is sunk, but the old 
folks are safe and dry.

City Council last Wednes-
day rejected a nursing-home 
operator’s pitch to build a mas-
sive new facility on fl ood-prone 
Red Hook land, falling in line 
with objections from the local 
member, who described the 
plan as “short-sighted and un-
safe” and demanded the com-
pany fi nd a different location 
in a different neighborhood.

“It must not go forward 
at this location and we must 
fi nd an alternative and safe 
site,” said Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Red Hook) 
in a statement before the 
vote. 

Members voted 47–2 to nix 
Oxford Nursing Home’s pro-
posal to rezone a manufac-
turing site on Conover Street, 
between King and Sullivan 

streets, to make way for a 
$65-million, 200-bed facility to 
replace its current one in Fort 
Greene.

Menchaca’s objections 
echoed those of Borough Pres-
ident Adams,  who also railed 
against the plan , arguing the 
location — in a mandatory 
evacuation zone — would 
put residents at risk during 
storms, as moving them would 
put unneeded stress on their 
frail bodies.  

Oxford has rejected this 
criticism in the past, insisting 
its building will be fl ood-resis-
tant and  even able to shelter 
other evacuees during another 
Sandy . 

Menchaca also objected 
to taking away more of Red 
Hook’s already diminishing 
manufacturing space, and 
claimed the 200 residents and 

Council rejects 
new Red Hook 
nursing home

OUT WITH THE OLD: Council has dashed Oxford Nursing Home’s hopes 
of building this new facility in Red Hook.  Oxford Nursing HomeOpportunity knocks

Jehovah’s Witnesses now selling another old 
Brooklyn Heights hotel, as boro exodus continues

LOOKING GOOD: (Left) The hotel’s towers stand out in the Heights. (Right) A peek inside the building, which the Witnesses have 
been using to house members since the 1970s.  Watchtower Realty

LEADING THE WAY: Councilman Carlos Menchaca came out against 
the nursing home — and other Council members followed his lead. 
 File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on page 8
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY LAUREN GILL
The Gowanus studio where 
cable network FX fi lms its 
sexy Cold War spy drama 
“The Americans” is on a 
not-so-secret mission to 
stop the city seizing its land 
as part of the federal Canal 
cleanup.

The owner of Eastern 
Effects Studios on Nevins 
Street has mounted a pub-
lic relations assault to con-
vince city offi cials that 
there are several better lots 
nearby, after  they told him 
last month that they plan to 
take the soundstage via em-
inent domain  and pulverize 
it to make way for construc-
tion equipment while  build-
ing a giant sewage tank 
nearby .

“There are alternative 
sites that are vacant, avail-
able, and serve the same 
purpose or better,” said 
Scott Levy, who owns the 
studio between Degraw and 

Sackett streets.
Levy — who says he 

has sunk $5 million into 
building his studio and is 
only fi ve years into a 20-
year lease on the property 
— claims losing his studio 

would also pulverize his 
business and hundreds of 
jobs. 

Eastern Effects has two 
other properties along the 
canal, but the Nevins Street 
one — the site of all the in-

terior sets for “The Ameri-
cans” — is its largest and 
most lucrative. If it closes, 
the business couldn’t sur-
vive on the backs of the oth-
ers, he said.

“If this studio goes, it 
takes down the other studio 
locations along with it,” he 
said. 

There had to be another 
way — and there is, Levy 
says.

There are two already-
vacant lots of the same size 
right near the tank site, and 
another that has been on the 
market for years, according 
to  a website he set up to ar-
gue his case . 

And many locals and 
Hollywood types are rally-
ing around Levy’s cause — 
nearly 1,800 residents, com-
munity groups, businesses, 
and pols have sent letters or 
signed petitions urging the 
city and Feds to at least look 
at the alternative sites, ac-

cording to a spokesman for 
the studio. 

“It is worthwhile from 
a public policy perspective 
to explore alternatives that 
would not unnecessarily 
harm a young and thriv-

ing business,” Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill) wrote in his submis-
sion.  

“The Americans” stars 
— including Brooklyn 

He’s a man on a mission

NOT MY LOT: Eastern Effects owner Scott Levy is trying to con-
vince the city not to sieze his studio during the Gownaus Canal 
cleanup, and use a different lot instead.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

‘The Americans’ Gowanus studio owner fi ghts city land grab

BACKUP PLAN: These are the sites that Levy thinks would be bet-
ter suited for the job. Sam Figueroa

Continued on page 8
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWB PARKS TASK FORCE & 

62nd PRECIENT COMMUNITY COUNCIL   

presents  

86TH ST. BENSONHURST 
FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY JUNE 8TH, 2014   11AM – 5PM 
19th Avenue to Bay Parkway on 86th St.   

FOOD, GAMES, RIDES, MUSIC  

“A SHOPPER’S PARADISE” 
PLUS  

STREET VENDORS - WHOLESALERS  
STORE SALES!!  

“

Adjusted!

BY MAX JAEGER
Luckily, they were cov-
ered.

A 13th Avenue insur-
ance company is back up 
and running after a car 
smashed through its Dyker 
storefront on May 27. The 
building still needs serious 
repairs, but the destruc-
tion will give shopkeep-
ers a chance to improve 
the store, according to an 
owner who said the irony of 
an accident at an insurance 
offi ce was lost on no one.

“That was a big joke 
with the firemen — they 
said, ‘I hope you have good 
insurance,’ ” said Robert 
Silvestri, who owns Frank 
J. Silvestri Insurance 
near 78th Street. “The of-
fices need a big repair, but 
we’ll be better and bigger 
afterward.”

The driver careened 
into the shop around 11 
am last Friday, Fire De-
partment officials said. 
She was motoring along 

78th Street to-
ward 12th Av-
enue and alleg-
edly blew a red 
light, collided 
with a sport 
utility vehicle travel-
ing on 13th Avenue, and 
slammed into the build-
ing, witnesses said. 

She may have actu-
ally hit the gas instead 
of the brake, because she 
seemed to accelerate into 
the wall after hitting the 
other car, Silvestri said.

“I was 15 feet away 
from where car came in,” 
he said. “She basically 
came into the storefront 
at 30–35 miles an hour — 
it was violent.”

The woman claimed 
her brakes did not work, 
according to a photogra-
pher on the scene.

A husband, wife, and 
their 1-year-old son in 
the sport utility vehicle 
were not injured. Emer-
gency responders took 

the driver who caused the 
crash to Methodist Hospi-
tal with minor injuries, a 
Fire Department spokes-
woman said.

Some workers at the 
insurance company had 
a close call, but everyone 
is lucky that no one was 
seriously hurt, Silvestri 
said.

“They really don’t 
want to sit in the front 
of the office anymore — 
you can’t blame them,” he 
said. “But we’re blessed 
that no one was hurt — 
it’s a miracle.”

Police have no record 
of the crash, and fire of-
ficials could only confirm 
a time, date, and location 
and that the driver went 
to the hospital. 
 —with Dennis Lynch

MAKE A CLAIM: A car careened into this in-
surance storefront on 13th Avenue in Dyker 
Heights last Friday. Photo by Paul Martinka

BY ANNIE PALMER 
They’re all amped up!

The city must devise a 
plan to deal with the infl ux 
of drivers who will fl ock 
to Coney Island when the 
 new amphitheater opens 
in July , locals are demand-
ing. The 5,000-seat con-
cert venue will bring more 
drivers than the neighbor-
hood and add to already 
cacophonous crowds, one 
critic said.

“They’re jamming too 
much stuff on this island, 
and the amphitheater 
will only make it worse,” 
said Brighton Beacher Ida 
Sanoff.

The amphitheater is 
slated to open Fourth of 
July weekend, which has 
some locals worried about 
more traffi c — especially 
because Surf and Nep-
tune avenues are already 

jammed as it is with sum-
mer fun-seekers, Commu-
nity Board 13 members 
said.

“It’s just bedlam,” said 
one member who asked his 
name be withheld. “Pedes-
trians ignoring red lights, 
cars ignoring red lights.”

On at least 12 nights, 
crowds could be cata-
strophic, because amphi-
theater events and Brook-
lyn Cyclones games are 
double booked, locals 
warn.

So far, the police de-
partment plans to tackle 
the traffi c using its nor-
mal summertime proce-
dure — which includes 
closing several streets and 
encouraging event-goers 
to use public transit in-
stead of cars, according to 
board district manager Ed-
die Mark. The city has not 

revised plans for the ad-
ditional crowds the venue 
will bring, but it will work 
something out before the 
music starts, he said.

“I’m not sure, but there 
will be something by the 
Fourth of July,” Mark 
said, adding that the panel 
will meet with police be-
fore the holiday to further 
discuss traffic-manage-
ment plans.

Plans for the theater do 
not include any additional 
parking, plans fi led with 
the city show.

Another local doesn’t 
mind the amphitheater, 
but thinks the city and op-
erators need to get creative 
about crowd-control.

“The reality is noth-
ing’s perfect, but I’m sure 
there’s something that 
could be done,” said board 
member Alan Podhaizer.

They want volume control
Residents: Venue will bring too much traffi c to Coney

Driver smashes car into 
Dyker insurance agency
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Park (Carroll Street be-
tween Court and Smith 
streets in Carroll Gardens, 
www.smithstreetstage.org), 
June 8–26, Wed–Sun at 7:30 
pm. Free.

New York 
Classical Theatre 

The theater brings its 
“panoramic theater” style 
back to the borough’s parks 
for its 17th season, with 
two productions of Shake-
speare’s most romantic 
tales. In July, its production 
of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,” will feature star-
crossed young lovers lost 
in the very real woods sur-
rounding Prospect Park’s 
Long Meadow. And in Au-
gust, the company plays 
against the season with 
“The Winter’s Tale” in Pier 
1 of Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
setting its story of a long-
lost princess against the 
waterfront’s spectacular 
city views.

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” in Prospect Park’s 
Long Meadow [enter at 
Grand Army Plaza, East 
Drive at Flatbush Avenue in 
Park Slope, (212) 233–6496, 
www.newyorkclassical.org]. 
July 6–10 at 7 pm. Free.

“The Winter’s Tale” at 
Pier 1 in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park [Old Fulton Street at 
Furman Street in Dumbo, 
(212) 233–6496, www.new-
yorkclassical.org]. Aug. 
9–10, 12–14 at 7 pm. Free.

Act Out! 
Productions

The young performers 
of Bay Ridge’s Act Out! Act-
ing School school will pres-
ent the tragedy of “Julius 
Caesar” amidst the beauty 
of the Narrows Botanical 
Gardens, with a production 
that enlists the audience to 
join the Roman crowds.

“Julius Caesar” at Nar-
rows Botanical Gardens 
(Shore Road between Bay 
Ridge Avenue and 72nd 
Street, www.narrowsbg.
org). July 16–17, and July 
23–24, time TBA. Free.

South Brooklyn 
Shakespeare

The only summer 
Shakespeare show created 
in partnership with a bar 
presents Shakespeare’s 
comedy of mistaken iden-
tity “Twelfth Night.” The 
show will come to life in 
front of South, its spon-
soring pub, as part of the 
South Slope Summer Stroll 
on July 23, with a short sec-
ond run at the Old Stone 
House in August. The 
show already has a signa-
ture drink — the “What 
You Will” punch created 
by South bartender Rosie 
Schaap. 

“Twelfth Night” at South 
bar (629 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in Park 
Slope, www.southbrooklyn-
shakespeare.com). July 23 
at 6:30 pm. At the Old Stone 
House in Washington Park 
[336 Third Street between 
Fourth and Fifth Avenues]. 
Aug. 4–6 at 8 pm. Free.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

SUMMER STOCK: Prospect Park’s Long Meadow will provide a 
stage for the New York Classical Theatre in July, when it presents 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”   Miranda Arden

Continued from page 1 
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BY LAUREN GILL

Brooklyn’s lush 

parks and industri-

al paradises are the 

perfect stages for 

sun-bathed outdoor 

concerts. So grab 

the sunscreen and 

step out for a non-

stop program of top-

notch outdoor gigs. 

Here is our guide to 

the most essential 

outdoor concerts 

going down across 

Kings County this 

summer:

Funk yeah! 
Brooklyn’s own Sha-

ron Jones and the Dap 
Kings will bring the funk 
to Prospect Park to open 
the Bric Celebrate Brook-
lyn! Festival’s 38th season 
of summer concerts. This 
year’s opener really cel-
ebrates Brooklyn, since 
Jones is a Bedford-Stuyve-
sant native!

Prospect Park Band-
shell (Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park W. in Pros-
pect Park www.bricarts-
media.org) June 8 at 6:30 
pm. Free. 

Green dream
S i n g e r - s o n g w r i t e r 

Conor Oberst, who also re-
cords as Bright Eyes, will 
turn around a bill shared 
with alternative country 
star Kasey Musgraves and 
folk outfi t the Felice Broth-
ers. Their concert at beau-
tiful McCarren Park is 
part of the Northside Fes-
tival music series, which 
starts on June 9. 

McCarren Park (N. 
12th Street and Bedford 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 

www.northsidefestival.
com). June 11 at 5 pm. $35.

Park sounds
Don’t miss this show 

from once-reclusive mu-
sic genius Brian Wilson, 
who will play the essen-
tial Beach Boys album 
“Pet Sounds” in full, along 
with plenty of classic Cali-
fornia tunes for the North-
side Festival’s closing day. 
He will be joined by New 
York singer-songwriter 
Rostam and kick-ass Span-
ish girl band Hinds. 

McCarren Park (N. 
12th Street and Bedford 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
www.northsidefestival.
com). June 12 at 5 pm. 
$35.

Summer night’s 
dream

Brooklyn alt-rock band 
Blonde Redhead will play 

dreamy tunes as the sun 
sets over Red Hook, as 
part of Brooklyn’s Sum-
mer Stage program.

Coffey Park (85 Rich-
ards St. at Verona Street in 
Red Hook, www.cityparks-
foundation.org). June 16 
at 7 pm. Free.

Tech yes
Electronic artist Richie 

Hawtin will assault a 
lush Williamsburg pop-
up venue with his unique 
brand of Detroit-infl u-
enced techno. He will be 
joined by a slew of indus-
try stalwarts and a secret 
special guest. 

Brooklyn Mirage (140 
Stewart Ave. at Meserole 
St. in Williamsburg, www.
residentadvisor.net). June 
18 at 3 pm. $45–$60. 

Party monster
The Beach Burger Bash 

brings rock and metal acts 
Andrew W.K., Pentagram, 
and F------ Up to Sodom by 
the Sea, along with Wu-
Tang Clan member GZA 
and jokey performer Har 
Mar Superstar, among 
many others, playing an 
all-day, all-ages festival. 

MCU Park (1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 

Essential summer concerts
Where to rock out of doors in the borough this season

Continued on page 14

SOUL MACHINE: (Above) Sharon Jones and her band The Dap Kings will take the stage for the 
opening concert of the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival on June 8. (Below) Conor Oberst will play 
the Northside Festival in Williamsburg on June 9. 
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Years ago, David 
Biro used to go to work 
with his dad, hanging 
around the office in 
Bay Ridge as the elder 
Biro, a dermatologist, 
diagnosed and treated 
skin ailments. 

Today, David Biro, 
now a doctor, contin-
ues the practice that 
his dad Dr. Laszlo Biro 
started 50 years ago. 

“I always thought 
it would be great if I 
could do what he did,” 
David Biro said in the 
Fourth Avenue office 
that he’s occupied for 
the past 21 years. “I al-
ways had that as a goal. 
I would never want to 
leave Bay Ridge.”

During its half-cen-
tury in existence, Bay 
Ridge Skin and Cancer 
Dermatology has built 
a dedicated patient 
base from the neigh-
borhood and beyond 
by offering compre-
hensive skincare ser-
vices for a whole spec-
trum of patients, from 
infants to seniors. 

“We treat all age 
groups, and we treat 
all kinds of dermato-
logic conditions. We 
have a real melting pot 
of patients,” Dr. Biro 
said. 

The practice has 
evolved over the years, 
now offering a wide 
range of cosmetic ser-
vices, along with so-
phisticated treatment 
for the most serious of 
skin ailments. 

Patients come in for 
help with psoriasis, 
acne, eczema, hair loss, 
red spots and birth 
marks, and diagnosis 
and treatment of skin 
cancer. Unsightly leg 
veins are no problem. 
He also specializes in 
tattoo removal.

The office uses la-

sers, X-ray therapy, 
and specialized equip-
ment like a narrow 
band UVB box to pro-
vide relief and removal 
of a long list of skin 
health and appearance 
issues. 

The past decade has 
seen a spike in demand 
for cosmetic proce-
dures, and as more and 
more people are under-
going injections to hide 
crow’s feet, treatment 
options have evolved. 
Dr. Biro is quick to 

pass the improvements 
on to his patients. 

“Now we have all 
these fillers that last 
much longer and have 
almost no risk of aller-
gic reactions,” he said. 
“These are relatively 
easy procedures now.”

Traditionally, it’s 
been women from 
about 30 to 70 years 
old who come to the 
office seeking a more 
youthful appearance, 
but men have started 
to undergo procedures 

like Botox injections as 
well, the doctor says. 

New technology has 
also allowed for dra-
matic improvements 
in the quality of care 
that the office can pro-
vide in the diagnosis 
and treatment of skin 
cancer. 

“There’s been a 
huge change in the last 
15 years in the field 
of dermatology,” Dr. 
Biro said, adding that 
he regularly performs 
specialized skin can-

cer removal, known as 
Mohs surgery. 

All procedures are 
done in the office. 

Bay Ridge Skin & 
Cancer Dermatology 
[9921 Fourth Ave. be-
tween 99th and 100th 
streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 833–7616, www.
bayridgederm.com] 
Open Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday from 
9 am to 8 pm, Tuesday 
and Friday from 9 am 
to 5 pm, and Saturday 
from 9 am to 1 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bay Ridge dermatologist treats variety of skin care issues
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Odds of a child becoming a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

To learn more of the signs of autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 68

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY LAUREN GILL
Step right up, step right up, 
right this way!

The developers of Down-
town’s new City Point mall 
have reopened a shuttered 
entrance to the DeKalb Av-
enue stop — and rebuilt it 
right into the side of their 
shopping center, where 
they hope it will take cus-
tomers from the platform 
to parting with their cash 
more easily. 

“The DeKalb Avenue 
subway stop is important 
for us because it provides 
a very direct access point,” 
said Paul Travis of Wash-
ington Square Partners, 
one of the developers be-
hind the project. 

Q and R train riders 
used to access the Down-
town-side Flatbush Avenue 
Extension entrance via  a 

sidewalk-level staircase , 
but the shopping center’s 
construction put it out of 
action for three years. 

During that time, City 
Point honchos built the new 
egress at Fleet Street — with 
new walls, stairs, and light-
ing — which opened this 
month. And some locals say 
it was well worth the wait. 

“It’s nice, everything 
takes a long time, but now 
it’s done it’s an improve-
ment for sure,” said Phillip 
Mahin, a Park Slope resi-
dent who takes the B and Q 
trains to the stop.

Others, however, say it 
is a step down in more ways 
than one.

“It’s unnecessary to 
be honest, it wasn’t worth 
waiting three to four years 
for,” said Downtown resi-
dent Emerald, who wouldn’t 

give her last name. 
City Point will open 

later this year, and  will in-
clude outlets  of tourist-fa-
vorite designer emporium 
Century 21, hipster cin-
ema chain Alamo Draft-

house, and Target, plus  a 
fancy subterranean food 
court  with an outpost of 
Katz’s Delicatessen. It also 
has several luxury housing 
high-rises. 

— with Jack Healy

Getting to the Point
City Point developer reopens shuttered DeKalb subway 

entrance — in the wall of its shopping center

STOP AND SHOP: The vision for the City Point mall — now more 
easily accessible, thanks to the revamped DeKalb Avenue subway 
entrance that just reopened after years of construction.  
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Heights residents Keri 
Russell and Matthew 
Rhys — haven’t come out 
fi ghting because their 
contracts prevent them 
from talking to the press 
about such things, ac-
cording to Levy, but FX 
parent company Fox En-
tertainment Group sub-
mitted a letter of sup-
port. 

The federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
said the city will make the 
fi nal call on what slices of 
land it seizes for the tank 

project, but there is some 
hope that the studio will 
live to see a clean canal 
— a spokesman for Mayor 
DeBlasio said City Hall 
is taking the Eastern Ef-
fects’ case into account. 

“We will continue to 
work diligently and cre-
atively to fi nd the best path 
forward,” said spokesman 
Raul Contreras. 

If the city goes ahead 
with the plan to use em-
inent domain to take 
the Eastern Effects lot, 
Levy said he can still try 
to fi ght it in court, but 
judges’ rulings in sim-
ilar cases do not bode 
well.

GOWANUS
Continued from page 4

100 staff would strain the 
local sewer system and 
power grid.

“The project will un-
doubtedly stress Red 
Hook’s already insuffi cient 
infrastructure to a break-
ing point,” he said. 

The local community 
board approved the plan 

last year — though its 
land-use committee did 
not,  after many locals ar-
gued the eight-story build-
ing  would be totally out-
of-context with the rest 
of the low-rise nabe and 
bring an endless stream 
of traffi c to the sleepy 
coastal area. 

Menchaca promised to 
help Oxford fi nd another 
site, but has not yet shared 
any suggestions. 

HOME
Continued from page 3
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BOARDWALK 

AT DENOS D. VOURDERIS PLACE 

(W. 12TH ST.) 

CONEY ISLAND
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Call it a homeowners disso-
ciation!

Residents of Sheep-
shead Bay’s courts are split 
whether to form a home-
owners association to pay 
for needed repairs to their 
private streets. The city’s 
Sandy-recovery program 
Build It Back is offering 
to fi x up their broken sew-
ers —  which homeowners 
are actually responsible 
for maintaining  — if they 
agree to get organized and 
put money away for future 
maintenance. But some say 
they’ve been getting along 
okay for years, and the asso-
ciation will just be another 
tax.

“If they’re not charg-
ing the rest of the world for 
this, don’t come after us. It’s 
wrong, it’s really wrong,” 
said Michael Rodriguez of 
Stanton Road. “It’s just an 
output of the city to have us 
take care of things on our 

own, which we’ve been do-
ing anyway.”

But residents have been 
waiting for years for the fed-
erally funded Build It Back 
to repair their homes, and a 
few naysayers won’t stop lo-
cals from taking advantage 
of a one-time freebee, an-
other resident said.

“There might be a few 
people who don’t want to, 
but it’s not going to stop us if 
we want to create the associ-
ation,” said Missy Haggerty 
of Lake Avenue. “I say like 
60 percent of the court will 
do the association.”

And trying to block the 
association may actually 
stall recovery — Build It 
Back offi cials aim to fi x bro-
ken private sewers and ele-
vate entire blocks’ worth of 
homes in one fell swoop, but 
fi rst they want residents in 
the  fractured neighborhood  
to agree on the plan — some-
thing that has  further de-
layed work there .

Build It Back and Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay) met with 
residents of the courts on 
May 17 to discuss options 
for going forward, but 
many left with more ques-
tions than answers, said 
one attendee who likes the 
association idea in theory 
but said the city could not 
provide a time line for re-
pairs or how much the as-
sociation might cost hom-
eowners.

“They try to do some 
good things, but it’s a lot of 
responsibility that every-
body has to take, and I don’t 
know how long or when they 
are going to start. I have no 
clue,” said Arthur Nazarov 
of Lake Avenue.

A Build It Back spokes-
man declined to go into spe-
cifi cs about the plan and 
said offi cials are waiting on 
a response from homeown-
ers. Deutsch did not respond 
to multiple inquiries.

Neighborhood divided

BACK OFF: Stanton Road resident Mike Rodriguez says he doesn’t need the city telling him how to 
maintain his neighborhood’s private streets. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Locals at odds over proposed homeowners’ assoc.

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
provides families with a sacred and permanent caring place 

For the cremated body of a loved one.

NYP 6/05/16
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Holy Cross

Indoor/Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

* Installment terms with no finance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting one of our counselors.
www.ccbklyn.org

I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
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Who is the new voice in morning radio 
that everyone is talking about?
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no idea about the service.
The tech — purloined 

from atop the park’s bath-
room — connected the area 
to a larger network that the 
Fifth Avenue Business Im-
provement District set up 
along the avenue between 
38th and 64th streets.

But the doohickey is 
not much good on its own, 
and the merchant group’s 
leader doesn’t know why 
someone would swipe it, 
she said.

“I could almost un-
derstand — although I 
wouldn’t be happy — if you 
could it use it, but it’s not 

something someone can 
even use,” said Renee Gior-
dano, the organization’s di-

rector. “I don’t understand 
why anyone would do it.”

The group built the 
wifi  network — which 
cost roughly $60,000 to in-
stall and another $13,000 
each year to maintain — 
in 2013 to give businesses 
and shoppers open web 
access, Giordano said. It 
funds the service with 
dues collected from area 
businesses and property 
owners, she said.

Park-goers may be out 
of the loop, but avenue shop 
owners and residents use 
the free internet heavily. 
The signal still reaches 
about a third of the way 
into the park, and any free 
internet is good, one local 
said after hearing about it.

ers to reach, but the bot-
tle-fi ller will let water run 
vertically, so it can drop 
straight into a canteen and 
thirsty park-goers don’t 
have to hold their bottle at 
an awkward angle like typ-
ical fountains, according 
to a Parks Department de-
signer.

The city will fi t the park 
with new fi llers as part of 
a larger renovation, which 

includes new adult fi tness 
equipment and fi xed-up 
handball and basketball 
courts. The department 
aims to reconstruct the 
blacktop so that the park 
will have two full-sized ball 
courts instead of six mis-
cellaneous hoops, said a 
Parks Department spokes-
man. The goal was a net re-
duction in hoops and an in-
crease in courts, he said.

“We’ve eliminated not 
courts, but hoops,” the 
spokesman said. “There 
weren’t full courts — not 

even half-courts. The goal 
was to have two fully func-
tional courts.”

Community Board 18 
unanimously supported 
designs for the Avenue K 
park, which sits between 
58th and 59th streets, in a 
28–0 vote on May 18.

The city expects the 
$900,000 project, funded by 
Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D–Marine Park), to take 
18 months to complete but 
hasn’t settled on a date to 
break ground, a spokes-
man said.

Continued from page 1 

FOUNTAINS

Continued from page 1 

WIFI

SYSTEM UPDATE: Carl Gam-
brell did not know he was using 
precious data in the park when 
he could have been on the Sun-
set Park Improvement District’s 
free wifi  network. 
 CNG / Dennis Lynch

are still living in the 134-
unit Prospect Park West 
assisted living facility — 
who will then have three 
months to leave — while a 
small amount will go to 10 
residents who have already 
left but were involved in 
the suit, Cremin said. 

But this week’s settle-
ment is bittersweet news 
for the residents, according 
to their loved ones — the 
tenants had hoped to live 
out their fi nal days in the 
Prospect Park-side prop-
erty, and don’t think they 
really will fi nd a compara-
ble abode elsewhere, even 
with the extra cash.

“I’m happy for my friend, 
but she and some of the other 
residents would rather stay,” 
said Nancy Rich, whose 
friend Annemarie Mogil 
moved into Prospect Park 
Residence just three months 
before she was told to leave. 

“It’s very traumatic to move, 
but that seems to be the only 
option.”

Mogil and her neighbors 
are just a handful of hold-
outs and their families who 
refused to take the facility’s 
marching orders lying down 
two years ago, and sued claim-
ing its eviction plan was too 
hasty for such frail seniors, 
and didn’t offer them enough 
support in fi nding compara-
ble accommodation.

A judge ordered Dei-
tsch to keep the residence 
open during the case, but 
the battle became mired in 
sideshow litigation as the 
residents claimed he was 
trying to force them out by 
 hiking their rent  and cut-
ting amenities —  depriving 
them of central air-condi-
tioning during the summer  
and  serving up moldy food  
— while he  fi led a counter-
suit  claiming their families 
were dragging his name 
through the mud.

A lawyer representing De-
istch and the Residence said 

his clients are glad to fi nally 
put both matters to rest.

“We’re happy that com-
ponent of the litigation 
involving the remaining 
residents has been re-
solved amicably,” said at-
torney Frank Carone.

But Rich also said she 
is holding off on any cel-
ebrations until they actu-
ally come through with the 
money.

“It’s not over until it’s 
over,” she said, quoting the 
late, great, Yogi Berra.

The lawyers say there are 
contingencies for that in the 
settlement, though — if De-
istch doesn’t pay on time, he 
will have to give the oldsters 
even more time to move and 
cash, said Frederick Millett, 
another attorney represent-
ing the residents.

The court battles aren’t 
over, however — the resi-
dents and their families 
are also pursuing a suit 
against the state Depart-
ment of Health for signing 
off on the eviction plan.

SUIT
Continued from page 1

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.

Nathan’s cheers 100 years
BY MAX JAEGER

These dogs had their day!
Nathan’s Famous on 

Surf Avenue sold hot 
dogs for five cents a piece 
on May 28, rolling its 
prices back to 1916 rates 
in honor of its 100th an-
niversary. The Coney Is-
land mainstay has been 
feeding locals for a cen-
tury, but the celebration 

was also a time for new-
comers to taste a Brook-
lyn tradition, one eater 
said.

“I’m from Brazil and 
arrived in New York three 
weeks ago, and so I had 
been waiting to try Na-
than’s — it’s very tradi-
tional, and that’s why it’s 
special,” said Manuella 
Cantauice.

All told, about 18,000 
waited an average of half 
an hour on line for a five-
cent frank on Saturday, 
and the staff pumped 
out the plump crowd-
pleasers at a rate of 100 
per minute — a pretty 
good clip, according to a 
spokesman.

“There was an extraor-
dinary amount of coordina-

tion — the [Transportation 
Security Administration] 
could learn a lot from Na-
tahan’s Famous,” said 
George Shea.

The line stretched 
from Surf Avenue to the 
Boardwalk, but it was a 
good appetizer, Cantauice 
said.

“It was worth it,” she 
said.

HOT DOG!: (Above) Kaylie Alvarez is all smiles with her fi ve-cent 
frank from Nathan’s. (Center) The staff worked double-time to fi ll 
the infl ux of orders. (Left) Hot dog booster George Shea enjoys a 
frank with Mariana Rios and Manuella Cantauice. 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto
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NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

Coney Island, www.burg-
erbeachbashnyc.com). June 
18 at 2 pm. $15. 

Bring the noise
Legendary hip-hop group 

Public Enemy will take over 
a Brownsville park with its 
politically conscious rhymes 
when it plays a free Summer 
Stage show. 

Betsy Head Park (Du-
mont Avenue and Strauss 
Street in Brownsville, www.
cityparksfoundation.org). 
June 21 at 7 pm. Free. 

A night out
The Metropolitan Opera 

promises an enchanting 
evening of opera arias and 
duets featuring some of its 
biggest stars in Brooklyn’s 
Front Yard. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Pier 1 [enter at Furman 

and Old Fulton streets, 
www.metopera.org). June 
24 at 7 pm. Free.

Good vibrations
On America’s birthday, 

summer heroes the Beach 

Boys will bring the fun, 
fun, fun to the People’s 
Playground, performing 
sun-tinged oldies in Brook-
lyn’s newest music venue.

Coney Island Amphithe-
ater (3052 W. 21st St. at Surf 

Avenue in Coney Island, 
www.coneyislandlive.com). 
July 4 at 7 pm. $50–$80.

Dance break
Swing under the stars 

with Tammy McCann and 
the Sharp Radway Big Band 
as part of Kingsborough 
Community College’s Hot 
Summer Nights music series. 

Kingsborough Light-
house Bandshell (2001 Orien-
tal Blvd. at Decatur Avenue 
in Manhattan Beach, www.
onstageatkingsborough.org). 
July 16 at 8 pm. Free.

Nas-ty boys
Rapper Nas headlines 

this year’s Brooklyn Hip 
Hop Festival alongside Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant’s own Fab-
olous, and a slew of other 
big name wordsmiths. 
They’ll get Brooklyn Bridge 
Park throwing their hands 
in their air during the one-
day extravaganza. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park 

(On Water Street between 
Old Fulton and Dock streets 
in Dumbo, www.bkhiphop-
festival.com). July 16. $55.

Got the bite
Swing, jazz, and blues out-

fi t the Blue Vipers of Brook-
lyn will play their unique 
blend of New Orleans-in-
spired tunes with blues, 
rhythm and blues, and swing 
under the trains in the Man-
hattan Bridge Archway. 

Manhattan Bridge Arch-
way (Anchorage Place and 
Water Street in Dumbo). 
July 21 at 7 pm. Free. 

Hometown heroes
Brooklyn indie out-

fi t Beirut will show off its 
rock tunes, which come 
with a hint of world music, 
at this concert in Prospect 
Park. 

Prospect Park Band-
shell (enter at Ninth Street 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope, www.bricarts-

media.org). Aug. 2 at 7:30 
pm. $40. 

Round there
Travel back to the ’90s 

with two of that decade’s 
biggest acts: rock band 
Counting Crows, and 
singer Rob Thomas from 
Matchbox 20. 

Coney Island Amphithe-
ater (3052 W. 21st Street at 
Surf Ave in Coney Island, 
www.coneyislandlive.com). 
Aug. 16 at 6:45 pm. $60–
$80.

Jam out
The Disco Biscuits 

will cast a spell on the Co-
ney Island Amphitheater 
for its “City Disco” show 
that promises to be an ex-
tended evening of chilled 
out jams.

Coney Island Amphithe-
ater (3052 W. 21st St. at Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
www.coneyislandlive.com). 
Aug. 20 at 7 pm. $35–$50. 

CONCERTS
Continued from page 6

RAISE THE ROOF: Public Enemy’s Flava Flav and Chuck D will take 
over a Brownsville park on June 21 as part of the SummerStage 
series. Associated Press / Charles Sykes
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1. The promotional Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of the 25 Month CD is effective as of 5/27/2016 and is subject to change without notice. Rate offer not valid for accounts opened with funds coming from an existing Popular 

Community Bank account. There is a $1,000 minimum opening account deposit and balance requirement. APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees 

may reduce earnings on the account. Please visit our Flatbush Avenue or Fulton Street Branch or refer to our Account Disclosures for complete details. 2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of 5/27/2016. Promotional 

Rate is guaranteed for 6 months from account opening date. After the 6-month period has ended, the promotional rate will be set to standard rate at that time. The minimum amount required to open an Optimum Money Market 

Account is $10,000 AND, to earn the Promotional Rate, you must maintain a minimum average daily balance of $10,000 or more in your Optimum Money Market Account for a period of 6 months. This limited time promotional 

offer may be withdrawn at any time. Fees could reduce earnings on the Optimum Money Market Account. Please visit our Flatbush Avenue or Fulton Street Branch or refer to our applicable Savings Account product disclosures 

and Terms and Conditions for account details. • Banco Popular North America (referred to herein as “our” or “Popular Community Bank”) is a Member of the FDIC and operates under the assumed name “Popular Community 

Bank” in the markets in which it operates. Accordingly, Popular Community Bank and Banco Popular North America are the same FDIC-insured institution. ©2016 Banco Popular North America. Member FDIC.  

Just visit our Flatbush Ave or Fulton St 

branch to open an account today. 

You don’t have to travel far—

we’re in your neighborhood!

1.26
%
APY1

25 MONTH CD 1.26
OPTIMUM 

MONEY MARKET

%
APY2

2 choices.
1 great rate!

NEW LOOK, NEW LOCATIONS! 

Step into our new Flatbush and Fulton 

branches and celebrate with exotic deals.

956 Flatbush Ave & 1230 Fulton St . Brooklyn, NY


