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BY LAUREN GILL
Your weekends are F-ed.

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority is quietly planning repairs 
to the Hurricane Sandy-ravaged 2 and 
3 and F train tunnels between Brook-
lyn and Manhattan — in a similar vein 
to the much fretted-about fi xes to the L-
train tube — and will have to close the 
passages for an unspecifi ed number of 
weekends in the coming years while it 
completes them.

The 2012 super-storm sent saltwater 
gushing into the 2 and 3 trains’ Clark 
Street tunnel and the F train’s Rutgers 
Street tunnel, damaging tracks, sig-
nals, ducts, power, and communica-
tion cables, and now workers need ex-

tended access to fi x them, according to 
the agency’s press guru Kevin Ortiz. 

Repairs to the 2 and 3 tube — which 
150,000 passengers traverse every 
weekday — will take place fi rst, Ortiz 
said, but won’t reveal when they will 
begin, end, or how it will affect the rest 
of the line until after it names a con-
tractor sometime this month.

The agency will then repair the F 
tunnel — which 155,000 passengers 
pass through every day — but won’t 
give any more details on that until after 
it awards a contract in 2018, he said.

Sandy did more damage to the F tun-
nel than the 2 and 3 — battering it with 
500,000 gallons of saltwater, instead of 

BY RUTH BROWN
Police are still looking for two pred-
ators who tried to rape women in 
Park Slope in recent months. 

Most recently, a sicko attacked a 
21-year-old woman on Second Street 
on May 22.

The victim was between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues at around 4:30 
am, when the creep attacked her 
from behind and groped her geni-
tals, police said.

The dirtbag then pushed her to 
the ground, pulled off her under-
wear, and attempted to rape her, but 
she fought him off and screamed for 
help, cops said. 

The jerk ran into a dark-colored 
four-door Acura and drove off Gow-
anus-bound down Second Street, au-

Continued on page 14

Park Slope 
pervs still 
on loose

TUNNEL VISION!
MTA reveals repairs, closures for damaged F, 2 and 3 passages

F-IASCO: The Metropolitan Transportation Authority still needs to do work on the Rutgers 
Street Tunnel, which carries the F train under the East River. Photo by Louise Wateridge

Continued on page 14
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Where’s Bill?
Hillary Clinton chose the Navy Yard in Fort Greene as the site of her victory speech in the battle for the Democratic presidential 
nomination at on June 7. Former President Bill Clinton joined her there. Can you fi nd him in this photo? Photo by Angel Zayas
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BY LAUREN GILL
They say good fences make 
good neighbors — and this 
family knows how to build a 
great fence!

Leopoldi’s Hardware is cel-
ebrating 50 years of slinging 
hinges and handles to Park 
Slopers — a milestone its own-
ers credit to the work of their 
late father, who founded the 
store in the 1960s and turned 
it into a beloved neighborhood 
establishment.  

“It’s a great, great accom-
plishment,” said Joe Leopoldi. 
“My father built the name, 
he built the store, and we fol-
lowed in his good footsteps.” 

Joe Leopoldi has been run-
ning the Fifth Avenue store, 
between Seventh and Eighth 
streets, with his brothers Pete, 
Rob, and their 80-year-old 
mother Flo since his father, 
also named Joe, died in 1989. 

The founding Leopoldi 
bought the store for “an offer 
he couldn’t refuse” in 1966, 
leaving his luncheonette busi-
ness behind for the world of 
nuts and bolts, said his son.

The brothers chalk up the 
shop’s longevity in the face of 
the changing neighborhood 
to their prices, knowledge, 
customer service, and plenti-
ful stock — the store’s aisles 
overfl ow with gardening tools, 
paintbrushes, and portable 
fans — and work ethics, which 
they attribute to their par-
ents. 

From behind the 
counter, Joe Leopoldi 
says he witnessed 
fi rst-hand Park 
Slope’s evolution from 
one of the city’s seed-
ier neighborhoods to a 
tony enclave inhabited by 
moneyed creatives and profes-
sionals. 

Along with the change in 
clientele came a change in de-
mand — customers once used 
to come into the store looking 
for items for small repairs, 

but now want to take up tasks 
such as painting and building 
themselves, according to one 
of the younger brothers. 

“A lot more people are do-
ing jobs themselves, years 

ago it was a little sim-
pler,” said Rob Leo-
poldi.

But the market 
for some seasonal 
staples has remained 

the same over the half-
century — people still 

fl ock to the shop for potting 
soil in the summer and shov-
els in the winter, according to 
the brothers.

The brick store is the last 
remaining old-timer on the 
avenue, which once had hard-

ware emporiums every two 
blocks, said Joe Leopoldi. The 
family bought the building be-
fore Park Slope’s popularity 
caused rents to skyrocket. 

The structure still holds 
some pieces of the past — in-
side, it still has the same 
wooden fl oors that the late 
Leopoldi used to walk on as he 
was curating his stock and the 
same ceiling fans hang over 
the coolers, hammers, and 
screws.  

The community atmo-
sphere has remained the same, 
too, said Joe Leopoldi. 

“The neighborhood has re-
ally changed a lot, but we still 
know a lot of people,” he said. 
“It’s not just a business where 

we’re buying, selling things 
and saying, ‘Goodbye.’ ” 

The shop has built up such 
a pristine reputation in the 
business, the brothers claim, 
that workers from chain store 
competitors often send cus-
tomers their way when they 
are out of stock. 

The Leopoldis say they’d 
love to see the shop stick 
around for its 100th anniver-
sary — and customers are con-
fi dent they will.

“They’ll be here forever,” 
said Park Sloper Chiarina B, 
who lives in Park Slope and 
has frequented the emporium 
for more than 19 years. “We 
should have more stores like 
them.”

HISTORIC HARDWARE: (Above) Peter, Flo, Rob, and Joe Leopoldi are cel-
ebrating 50 years of their Park Slope hardware store this month. (Right, 
top) Leopoldi’s celebrated the milestone with a community bash on Sat-
urday afternoon. (Right, bottom) The store’s shelves are fi lled everything 
Slopers need to keep their homes in top shape. Photos by Louise Wateridge

THEY’VE NAILED IT!
Leopoldi’s Hardware celebrates 50 great years in Park Slope
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By Tatiana Hernandez

This theater is on the cutting edge!
A Gowanus theater company 

will launch its new musical across 
the ocean to Scotland with “Swordraiser 
X: Curiosity Kilt the Cat,” a fund-rais-
ing party that combines a competition 
for a sword, a theatrical premiere, ska 
music, and Scottish outfits. The night will 
send the show “Don’t Feed the Cats” to 
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, and also 
inspire audiences with a simple message 
of kindness to kitties, said the company’s 
producer.

“It’s a send-off and a celebration, but 

also a premiere for this show that we feel 
is really important and can say a lot,” 
said Karen Ng, of the Letter of Marque 
Theater Company.

The punk rock musical show was writ-
ten by Phil Nerges, based on his memoir 
“Don’t Feed the Cats in Iraq.” Nerges vio-
lated that rule while working as a military 
contractor in the war-torn country, an act 
that brought a measure of humanity to a 
difficult time, said Ng. 

“You’re in the middle of a war zone 
and you’re given all these rules. You’re 
not a fighter but you’re getting attacked. 
Part of what keeps you human and con-

nected — having a heart — is doing 
something simple like that,” Ng said. “I 
feel like a lot of us feel for our pets, and 
there’s one thing — wherever you go, 
there’s still gentle human kindness.”

The 30-minute theatrical performance 
features music from Vic Ruggiero, a 
member of ska punk band the Slackers, 
who will play with other band members 
after the show.

The event will also feature a late-night 
dance party, a costume contest with a 
feline, Scottish, or military theme, and a 
carnival-style “Game of Cups” competi-
tion to win a trophy sword. The bladed 

weapon prize is a staple of Letter of 
Marque’s annual fund-raising events, said 
Ng, and it really encourages attendees to 
join in the fun.

“It’s a unique prize that we thought 
was really cool as an incentive for people 
to really get involved, rather than just 
watching,” Ng said. “To participate and 
mingle with people, and win a sword to 
go home with.”

“Swordraiser X” at Gemini and Scorpio 
Loft [261 Douglass St. between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street in Gowanus, 
(718) 246–2211, www.lomtheater.org]. June 
16 at 7:30 pm. $10 ($5 in advance).

Fund-raiser offering a sword to kilt for

Loch Ness concert: The “Swordraiser X: Curiosity 
Kilt the Cat” fund-raiser on June 16 will feature 
a band, Scottish outfits, and a competition to 
win a sword. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Ka-ching blade
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BY LAUREN GILL
Call it organic growth!

Leaders of the Park Slope 
Food Co-op are eying a second 
location, as the famed Union 
Street grocery emporium is at 
bursting point and they want 
to spread their cooperative 
shopping gospel and cheap 
produce elsewhere.

“We believe that co-ops are 
a good thing and it’s a good 
thing for people to be in co-ops 
and this would make it avail-
able to thousands of more peo-
ple,” said co-op coordinator 
Joe Holtz, who nevertheless 
has not taken a stance on the 
potential expansion.

The 43-year-old commune 
of commerce now boasts 
16,500 members, and manag-
ers say the building can’t han-
dle many more, according to a 
report in the co-op’s own  Lin-
ewaiters’ Gazette , which fi rst 
broke the news of a prospec-
tive second outlet. 

But changes at the coopera-
tively run organization are by 
defi nition slower than a reus-
able bucket of biodynamic mo-
lasses — it  recently resolved a 
four-year debate  over whether 
to ban plastic produce bags 
(they’re staying) — so don’t ex-
pect a Starbucks-speed expan-
sion.

The co-op’s members will 
fi rst vote on creating a com-
mittee to investigate the idea 
— a task that it wouldn’t com-
plete until at least the end of 
July. Then, it would take a few 
more months for the co-op to 
build the committee, which 
would then conduct a study, 
and report back. 

All up, the process will take 
a year, Holtz said. 

During its investigation, 
the committee would need to 
fi nd a new location far enough 
away from Park Slope that res-
idents there wouldn’t join the 
original store.

If the new out-
let is too close 
to the co-op’s 
headqua r ters, 
it could split the 
existing shop-
pers between 
the stores and 
the co-op would 
end up paying 
double the rent 
without gaining 
new members, 
he said.

But at least 
one loyal co-op 

member said he would never 
support a second location — 
regardless of its location — as 
it would tear apart the very 
fabric of the co-op commu-
nity, in which members form 
close bonds while working two 
hours and 45 minutes every 
month slicing cheese, man-
ning the register, and stocking 
shelves.

“The cohesion of the co-
op and its members is both 
spiritual and logistical,” said 
Gersh Kuntzman, former edi-
tor of this paper and the writer 
of the forthcoming musical 
“Murder at the Food Co-op.” 
“Satellite co-ops dilute our 
brand, which is coherence and 
cohesion. The co-op has a soul, 
and the building is the heart.”

If the co-op needs to accom-
modate more members, Kuntz-
man suggests it build more sto-
ries on its current property.

Holtz also has his reserva-
tions — he is concerned a big-
ger business might not be able 
to stay fi nancially solvent and 
both outlets could go out of 
business, citing a cheese shop 
he loved that went under when 
it expanded too quickly.

“Look at the history of the 
businesses that go out of busi-
ness because they expand,” he 
said. 

There are already several 
other independent food co-ops 
in Brooklyn —  including one 
in Windsor Terrace that Park 
Slope members helped set up 
in 2014 . 

A BUYER’S MARKET: Shoppers browse the produce at the Park Slope co-op — but there may soon be too many 
of them for its size, leaders say. Photo by Louise Wateridge

BY LAUREN GILL
Board members of the semi-
private organization that 
runs Brooklyn Bridge Park 
voted to approve two con-
troversial towers at the Pier 
6 end of the green space on 
Tuesday morning. 

Members voted 12–4 to ap-
prove the new buildings at 
the end of Atlantic Avenue, 
with those in favor arguing 
the park needs the money the 
towers will bring to fund its 
upkeep — especially to elim-
inate the tiny crustaceans 
slowly devouring the timber 
piles that hold it up.  

“It’s our responsibility to 
make sure this park is funded 
and doesn’t fall into the East 
River,” said Henry Gutman, 
a board member who owns a 
condominium at a separate 
condo development in the 
park. 

Those opposed sided with 
local residents,  who have for 
years insisted that the park 
has plenty of cash to stay 
afl oat , and that any extra de-
velopment contravenes its 
pledge to only build the bare 
minimum needed to stay sol-
vent.

Board members Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Brook-
lyn Heights), Zeeshan Ott — a 
spokesman for state Sen. Dan-
iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) — Assemblywoman 
Jo Anne Simon’s (D–Cobble 
Hill) appointee Michael Stin-
son, and Matthew Wing — 
who is Gov. Cuomo’s former 
press secretary — all voted 
against the towers.

Dozens of local residents 
showed up to the public meet-
ing armed with placards, jeer-
ing throughout the proceed-
ings, then slamming the board 
after it approved the plan.

“You have permitted the 
greed of a few, and the arro-

gance of the several, to cause 
the loss of more precious 
parklands, at its most critical 
entrance, to the detriment of 
all,” said Judi Francis, pres-
ident of advocacy group the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
fense Fund.

Infl uential civic group 
the Brooklyn Heights Asso-
ciation immediately vowed to 
sue to stop the towers. 

“There’s about to be a 
lawsuit in light of your vot-
ing today,” said Heights resi-
dent Richard Ziegler, who is 
a partner at law fi rm Jenner 
and Block.

It wouldn’t be the fi rst 
suit — in fact, Tuesday’s vote 
was the culmination of the 
last one,  which was eventu-
ally settled in 2015  when city 
and park honchos agreed to 
go through a state approval 
process for changes they had 
made to the original plan for 
the Pier 6 development, in-
cluding the addition of below-
market housing.

But state offi cials last 
month refused to approve 
the changes amidst the ongo-
ing spat between Mayor De-
Blasio and Cuomo. City Hall 

Bklyn Bridge Park 
OKs Pier 6 towers

NIGHT VISION: The proposed 
Pier 6 towers. ODA/RAL Development

Shopping around!
P’Slope Food Co-op eyeing second location

GROWING UP: The co-op on Union Street. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

BY RUTH BROWN
Someone shot a woman in 
the head as she was leav-
ing Brooklyn Bridge Park 
on Monday evening, ac-
cording to police.

Authorities say they 
found 23-year-old Michelle 
Marks lying dead on the 
sidewalk of Furman Street, 
between Joralemon Street 
and Atlantic Avenue, with 

a bullet wound to the head 
at 9:30 pm. 

Marks was an em-
ployee of a pizzeria inside 
the park at Pier 6 and had 
just left work, according 
to park honcho Regina 
Meyer.

Police believe the 
shooting was the result of 
a domestic dispute, Meyer 
said. — with Lauren Gill

Park shooting
Continued on page 14
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
They’re the greatest!

Courier Life Publica-
tions and Community 
News Group honored 27 
of Kings County’s fi ercest 
females during a June 7 
awards gala at Sirico’s Ca-
terers in Dyker Heights, 
the plaudits capping our 
 2016 Brooklyn’s Women 
of Distinction maga-
zine , which came out last 
month and profi led honor-
ees whose ranks included 
activists, musicians, ex-
ecutives, volunteers, and 
mom-and-pop workers.

The evening was a 
side-splitting shindig, 
thanks to our gag-meis-
tress of ceremonies — 
Brooklyn comedian and 
writer Ophira Eisenberg, 
host of National Public Ra-
dio’s “ Ask Me Another ,” 
author of “ Screw Every-
one: Sleeping My Way to 
Monogamy ” that “Air-
plane!” producers Zucker 
Productions optioned for 
a movie, and one of New 

York Magazine’s “ Top 10 
Comics that Funny Peo-
ple Find Funny .”

In between her gut-
busters, Eisenberg, who 

released her second com-
edy album “ Bangs!”  on 
Comedy Dynamics re-
cently and played herself 
on the season fi nale of 

Home Box Offi ce’s “Girls,” 
refl ected on the guests of 
honor and even became 
a little misty-eyed when 
hearing them speak.

“You are all women 
changing the fabric of our 
community,” said the en-
tertainer, later adding, 
“I start to tear up when 

I hear the incredible sto-
ries these women tell.”

The awardees — nom-
inated by their peers and 
selected by independent 

Women of Distinction: A salute 
CNG’s toast in Dyker Heights is a blast for honorees, families, and friends   

FIERCE FEMALES: (1) The 2016 Brooklyn Women of Distinction join forces for an heirloom-wor-
thy snap. (2) Empire State College Professor Dr. Sybil  DeVeaux and her grandson. (3) Bonnii and 
Cathy’s Dance Showcase owner Bonnii Gargano with family. (4) InspireCorps founder Stepha-
nie Thompson. (5) Emcee Ophira Eisenberg. (6) New York Parenting Media publisher and editor 
Susan Weiss, right, presents an award to Senior Citizens League of Flatbush executive director 
Lenore Friedman. (7) Jennifer Goodstein, president and publisher of Community News Group. 
(8) Evergreen Middle School social worker Michele Jerry. (9) Maria Teresa Nitti’s amazing cake.  
(10) The awards themselves. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

1
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to Bklyn’s best!
judges — included the 
widow of jazz legend Noel 
Pointer attuning the next 
generation to the blues, a 
retired actuary return-
ing to her alma mater at 
Kingsborough Commu-
nity College to lead the 
alumni association, and 
a health activist forming 
the Tell Every Amazing 
Lady national ovarian 
cancer walk in memory of 
her sister who succumbed 
to the disease.

Honoree Maria Te-
resa Nitti had an extra 
distinctive evening. The 
Bensonhurst boutique 
baker donated a scrump-
tious, four-tier red velvet, 
chocolate, and vanilla 
cake emblazoned with 
photographs of her fellow 
guests of honor, and found 
her generosity rewarded 
when she, her husband, 
and her sister won a cash 
raffl e prize and tickets to 
a dinner cruise.

Her windfall, Nitti 
said, will benefi t her Op-
eration Birthday Party 
organization that creates 
rollicking revels for chil-
dren living in homeless 
shelters.

“We’re going to use 
that money for this and 
next month’s birthdays!” 
she said.

The women’s spirited 
efforts to transform or-
dinary workdays into ex-
ceptional opportunities 
to improve and advance 
our borough are immor-
talized on the special 
edition’s  Facebook page , 
said Community News 
Group’s president and 
publisher.

“When you watch their 
videos online, it becomes 
clear that regardless of 
what their day-to-day job 
responsibilities are, each 
woman is following a pas-
sion,” said Jennifer Good-
stein. 

A portion of the eve-
ning’s proceeds will go 
to the Camp Brooklyn 
Fund, which former Bor-
ough President Marty 
Markowitz created for 
kids from low-income 
households to attend 
sleep-away camp.

Courier Life Publi-
cations’ senior account 
executive Stephanie 
Stellaccio and adminis-
trative assistant Jenni-
fer Stern organized the 
gala.
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BY LAUREN GILL
Check this out — then check 
in!

Brooklyn Heights’  newly 
restored  Bossert Hotel will fi -
nally reopen as a luxury lodg-
ing this October after years 
of anticipation, and the devel-
opers behind the transforma-
tion say it is looking better 
than ever.

“When it’s done, it’s go-
ing to be a very beautiful ho-
tel,” said developer David 
Bistricer, who  bought  the 
107-year-old Montague Street 
hotel along with fellow real-
estate tycoon Joseph Chetrit 
for $81 million in 2012. 

The pair initially planned 
to have the ornate inn up and 
running in 2013, but three 
years later, workers are still 
fi nishing up the fi nal stages 
of the 280-room lodge’s reno-
vations and cleaning up the 
interior in preparation for a 
fall launch, Bistricer said. 

The outside of the historic 
building once known as the 
“Waldorf-Astoria of Brook-
lyn” will remain the same, 
but inside, the guest rooms 

will boast new walls, ceil-
ings, and large bathrooms, he 
said. The common spaces and 
lobby will also pay homage to 
the hotel’s storied past and re-
tain touches such as marble 
staircases and chandeliers.

The hotel will also feature 
a rooftop bar and restaurant, 
as it did in its heyday, but the 
terrace watering hole won’t 
be the party palace it was 
when the Brooklyn Dodgers 
celebrated its 1955 World Se-

ries win at the Bossert — no 
more than 40 patrons will be 
allowed to imbibe up there 
at any given time, Bistricer 
said.

Along with the elevated 
eatery, there will also be a 
lobby-level restaurant and 
fi rst-fl oor cafe. Menus are 
still being fi nalized, but they 
will likely include classic 
American fare such as steak 
and oysters Rockefeller, Bis-
tricer said.

Argentinian hotelier Fen 
Hotels —  which recently 
opened a Downtown hotel 
called the Dazzler Brooklyn  
— will operate the hotel under 
the name Esplendor Bossert.

Bistricer and Chetrit pur-
chased the 14-story build-
ing from religious group the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, which 
had been using it to house 
its members, but checked out 
permanently after  deciding  
to move its longtime Brook-
lyn Heights headquarters up-
state. 

 The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
fi rst reported news of the Oc-
tober opening .

Suite dreams are made

BACK ON TOP: The rooftop of the 
Bossert Hotel will have a bar and 
eatery. Bistricer LLC

MOVING INN: The Bossert Hotel could open as a hotel again as early as 
October. File photo

Heights’ historic Bossert Hotel slated for October opening
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Street fi ght 
Two women assaulted another 

lady as she was walking home on 
Bond Street on June 5, police said.

The victim told police she was 
near Baltic Street at 3:30 am when 
the two approached her, and they 
all got into a verbal argument. One 
of the baddies punched her in the 
face with a closed fi st and the other 
started kicking her after she fell to 
the ground, police said. 

The victim was bleeding and had 
a swollen face, said cops. 

Wheeled it away 
A nogoodnik snatched a wheel-

chair from the lobby of a Court 
Street residence sometime over-
night on June 5, police said.

The knave took the wheelchair 
from the common area between 
Carroll and President streets at 
sometime between 9 pm on June 5 
to 6:45 the next morning. There was 
also damage to the door, said cops. 

Banged up 
Police cuffed an 18-year-old girl 

on June 6 for assaulting another 
teenage girl and stealing her iPhone 
on May 16 on Court Street. 

The suspect, who police say acted 
with two others, got into a verbal ar-
gument with the 17-year-old near 
Second Place at 12:57 pm, a police 
report states. 

The suspect swiped the teen’s 
iPhone and wallet with her library 
identifi cation card and Chase debit 
card inside, and she assaulted her, 
causing bruises and abrasions, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Socked in the face
Police cuffed a 21-year-old guy 

on June 6 for punching a woman in 
the face and snatching her phone on 
May 23 on Hoyt Street. 

The suspect got into a verbal ar-
gument with the 37-year-old woman 
between Douglass and Baltic streets 
at 1:30 pm, police said. 

He punched her in the face, bruis-
ing her left eye and possibly broke 
her pinky fi nger, according to au-
thorities. He also swiped her iPhone 
6S, police said. 

Blasting heat no more
Police arrested a 28-year-old guy 

for shooting a gun and running from 
police on Mill Street on June 5. 

Four women fl agged down an of-
fi cer between Columbia and Hicks 
streets at 5 am because they saw 
the suspect “blasting heat,” accord-
ing to authorities. Police spotted the 
guy, who ran away and then threw 
his fi rearm on the ground, police 
said. — Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

That stings
A pair of baddies robbed a guy 

after he invited them back to his 
Court Street apartment on June 5.

The victim told police he invited 
an acquaintance and her friend to 
hang out at his abode near State 
Street at 12:15 am. He put $200 on the 
living room table, and he and the 
two women went to the bedroom, 
according a report. In his sleeping 
chamber, the stranger sprayed him 
in the eye with an unknown sub-
stance, and both women took the 
$200 and fl ed, said authorities. 

One of the women realized she 
left her wallet with her identifi ca-
tion inside and started banging 
on the apartment door with a high 
heel, damaging the entryway, ac-
cording to a report. 

Bank hold up 
Police arrested a man who they 

say held up a Montague Street bank 
on June 2.

The guy entered the bank near 
Cadman Plaza West at 12:05 pm and 
approached a teller, handing him a 
brown bag and allegedly demand-
ing money, hissing, “I’ll shoot this 
place up,” according to a report. As 
the suspect was making the threat, 
he simulated that he had a gun, mo-
tioning to his waistband where he 
hid an umbrella handle, cops said.

The witness then gave the sus-
pect $2,503, authorities said, before 
he was arrested.

Bicycle boost
A goon stole a guy’s bicycle and 

phone as he was walking home on 
Bergen Street on June 2.

Authorities said the victim was 
near Fourth Avenue at 11:50 am when 
the lout came up from behind and 
knocked him to the sidewalk, punch-
ing and kicking him several times. 
The ne’er-do-well then snarled, “This 
is some gang s---” before fl eeing with 
his set of wheels, iPhone, and credit 
cards, said a report.

The victim was taken to the hos-
pital for cuts on his hands and knee, 
and bruising above his right eye. 

Bump and bash
A pair of goons bashed a guy and 

stole his headphones after he acci-
dentally bumped into them on Ful-
ton Street on May 31.

Police said the victim was near 
near Boerum Place at 3:45 pm when 
he bumped into the two punks acci-
dentally, and one of the jerks yelled, 
“You think you tough?” 

One of the baddies then punched 
the victim in the right eye and 
snatched his white Beats head-
phones, which were hanging around 
his neck, cops said.  — Lauren Gill

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

So many shootings
Three unrelated shootings oc-

curred in the precinct this week, 
police said. Here’s the rundown:

• A gun-toting goon shot a man 
twice in the back at a Moore Street 
home on May 31, police said.

Offi cials found ballistic evidence 
near Humboldt Street after review-
ing the incident, which occurred 
around 4 pm, police stated.

• Someone shot and killed a man 
on Berry Street on June 4.

The Williamsburg resident was 
found near S. Ninth Street at 11 am 
and rushed to the hospital, but doc-
tors pronounced him dead upon ar-
rival, police said.

• Another gunman shot a victim 
twice in the left leg on Bushwick Av-
enue on June 4,  police said.

The victim was inside the lobby 
of a building near Boerum Street at 
11:45 pm when he was shot. He was 
taken to a nearby hospital, the re-
port said. Police said he was highly 
uncooperative.

Car con
A trickster pretended to be a 

rental car company employee and 
drove off with a vehicle from a Have-
meyer Street garage on June 1.

A husband-and-wife couple told 
cops they were returning the car to 
the garage near Metropolitan Av-
enue after a test drive at around 10 
pm, when the charlatan approached 
them and said the car needed to be 
serviced, so the pair left the vehicle 
with him.

The woman then went back to 
the car to retrieve her phone and 
the so-called employee, who was sit-
ting inside, handed it to her, saying 
the company was then in possession 
of the vehicle, the report said.

The couple left, but the woman 
later got notice that the car was 
never returned, and she realized 
the unknown man was not an em-
ployee after all, the report said.

Subway ambush
Four toughs attacked a 15-year-

old boy on a Queens-bound subway 
train on June 5.

The victim and his uncle got on 
board at the Marcy Avenue stop and 
said the criminal quartet boarded 
at Hewes Street around 1:30 am. The 
guys then started staring at the boy 
and when the train reached the Lo-
rimer Street station, one came up to 
him and said, “Run your pockets,” 
according to the police report.

The boy said he didn’t have any-
thing, but the brutes punched him 
on the left side of his face, knocking 
him to the fl oor and the four louts 
then beat and stomped on him, cops 
said.

The miscreants then took his 
cellphone, Yankees baseball cap, 
sweater, and an earring, before walk-
ing to the next train car, police said.

Bad ad
Two gun-packing punks stole a 

guy’s wallet, two cellphones, and 
$350 during an attempted Craigslist 
exchange on Moore Street on June 
4, police said.

The victim thought he was meet-
ing the men at Bushwick Avenue at 
9:15 pm to sell them his phone, po-
lice said.

But when they met up, one of the 
goons said he needed to go to his 
apartment near Flushing Avenue to 
get his money, police said.

The weasel said his apartment 
was on the seventh fl oor of the build-
ing, but the elevator took them to 
the eighth fl oor — at which point he 
pulled out a gun on the victim while 
his accomplice stole the man’s wal-
let, phones, and money, the police 
report said.

The dastardly duo then fl ed 
through the stairwell once the ele-
vator stopped, police said.

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Jumped
Three ruffi ans jumped a guy and 

robbed him on Meeker Avenue in 
the early morning hours of May 30, 
a police report said.

The victim said he was near 
Leonard Street around 4:55 am try-
ing to catch a cab home when he no-
ticed a white van with New York 
plates following him.

The brutes jumped out of the 
van as he passed under an overpass 
and attacked him, police said. One 
jerk punched the victim in the face, 
giving a bloody, bruised eye and a 
busted lip, police said. The others 
held the man down and stole his 
wallet and phone, the report said. 

The guys ran back to the van, 
meeting up with a fourth lout who 
was driving, and fl ed on Meeker Av-
enue, police said.

— Tatiana Hernandez
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BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
AREA RUG  |  24 HOUR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time 
of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. 

Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Cleaning Completed By 7/15/16
Promo Code: 30NP

$30 OFF
ANY CLEANING SERVICE

Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice 
is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of 
New York ("City") has proposed the sale of the following City-owned property (collectively, "Disposition 
Area") in the Borough of Brooklyn: 

Address                Block/Lot(s) 
1214-1228 Jerome Street 4452 / 208-215 (previously p/o Lot 170)
419-405 Schroeders Avenue 4452 / 216-223 (previously p/o Lot 170)
1235-1219 Jerome Street  4452 / 240-248 (previously p/o Lot 170)
714-728 Walker Street  4452 / 253-260 (previously p/o Lot 170)
412-424 Schroeders Avenue 4452 / 377-383 (previously p/o Lot 170)
430-456 Schroeders Avenue 4452 / 384-397 (previously p/o Lot 170)
458-460 Schroeders Avenue 4452 / 398-399 (previously p/o Lots 170 & 400)
462-468 Schroeders Avenue 4452 / 402-405 (previously p/o Lot 400)
474-494 Schroeders Avenue 4452 / 406-416 (previously p/o Lot 400)
507-491 Schroeders Avenue 4452 / 451-459 (previously p/o Lot 400)
489-485 Schroeders Avenue 4452 / 461-463 (previously p/o Lot 400)

                     
Under HPD�s Brooklyn Nehemiah Program, a housing development fund company formed by East 
Brooklyn Congregations Sponsoring Committee, Inc. purchases City-owned vacant land and constructs 
one-family homes, two-family homes, and condominiums/cooperatives in order to provide affordable 
homeownership opportunities.  Construction and permanent financing is provided through loans from 
private institutional lenders and from public sources including HPD.  The newly constructed buildings 
provide homeownership housing to low-income families.  The City provides tax exemption for the homes 
pursuant to Section 696 of the General Municipal law.  

Under the proposed project, the City will sell the Disposition Area to Nehemiah Spring Creek Affordable 
Homeownership Housing Development Fund Company, Inc. (“Sponsor”) for the nominal price of one dollar 
per home.  The Sponsor will also deliver an enforcement note and mortgage for the remainder of the 
appraised value (“Land Debt”).  A portion of the Land Debt for the homes may be forgiven or unsecured 
based on the homes� post-construction appraised value.  The Sponsor will then construct up to 56 one-family 
and 27 two-family homes, containing a total of up to 110 dwelling units, for sale to eligible purchasers.

The appraisal and the proposed Land Disposition Agreement are available for public examination at the office 
of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New York, New York on business days during business hours.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on June 22 2016 at 1 Centre Street, Manhattan, 
Mezzanine at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at which 
time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed
sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 
1802(6)(j) of the Charter. 

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office Of Contract Services, 
Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York  10007, (212) 788-7490, no later 
than seven (7) business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
URBAN DEVELOPMENT ACTION AREA PROJECT

     
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Vicki Been, Commissioner, HPD
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FREE
ADMISSION

queensbp.org/onlyinqueens
#ONLYINQUEENS

queensbp.org/onlyinqueens

ONLY IN QUEENS SUMMER FESTIVAL  
SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2016 AT 1:00PM 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Queens

Featuring Mack Wilds, Kid ‘n Play and Ginuwine
Music by Queens’ own DJ Camilo

CONCERT AT 4:30PM

Sponsored by:

Melinda Katz
President, Borough of Queens

Scott Stringer 
Comptroller, City of New York

NYC Parks 

 York

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz presents

FAMILY-FRIENDLY FUN
Delta Air Lines Scavenger Hunt, United States Tennis Association activities, 
meet Mr. Met, face painting and more

TOURS & CULTURE
NYS Pavilion, Queens Mobile Library, Queens Theatre, Queens Museum and 
cultural performances by The Queens Cartoonists, Radio Jarocho, Kumbakín, FJ 
Music, and Zikrayat.

FOOD & CRAFT VENDORS
In partnership with the Queens International 
Night Market

Proudly Sponsored By:

#ONLYINQUEENS
queensbp.org/onlyinqueens

EXHIBITS
Memorabilia from the original 1939 and 1964 
World’s Fairs, Classic Cars, Hong Kong Dragon Boat

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Break out the sunscreen and get your 
merry on.

South Brooklyn is the hottest ticket 
in town for pleasure punters, with a pair 
of street spectacles — one with a Big 
Easy-style parade — that will put sum-
mer in your step, turn couch yams into 
outdoor hams, and celebrate an activist 
who helped pioneer the neighborhood’s 
urban renewal success story.

Smith Street’s Sunday Funday Street 
Fair on June 26, and Bastille Day Cel-
ebration and Petanque Tournament on 
July 10 — New York institutions of food, 
fun, festivity, and sport — will honor 
late South Brooklyn Local Development 
Corporation founder and longtime exec-
utive director Bette Stoltz, who created 
the dual jamborees as part of her endur-
ing legacy for the storied, French-fl a-
vored strip she fondly called the “Little 
Street That Could.”

Stoltz, a feisty community activist 
who famously showed up on your door-
step if you didn’t return her phone calls, 
would be thrilled to learn that a New 
Orleans-type second line procession — 
complete with a brass band and gussied 
up marchers trumpeting her memory — 
will crown Sunday Funday, her group’s 
signature event, said her daughter.

“It was my mother’s brainchild, and 
the most outstanding and publicly rec-
ognized effort of her non-profi t organi-
zation,” said Erica Stoltz, the group’s 
interim executive director. “I think 
she will be beaming in spirit, and very 
proud.”

Sunday Funday will showcase the 
best food, drink, crafts, and clothes 
on Smith Street, along an eight-block 
stretch from Bergen to Union streets.

Bastille Day, between Bergen and 
Dean streets, will mark the 227th an-
niversary of the French Revolution 
with a rouge, blanc, and bleu tribute to 
the folk who gave us liberty, fraternity, 
and Bernaise sauce, while saluting the 
area’s large ex-patriot community with 
all things French, including fantastique 

fare from local restaurants, and more 
than 10 petanque courts for competitors 
to square off in the game closest to Gaul 
hearts.

Around 20,000 revelers turned out for 
last year’s Bastille jollities that featured 
the biggest petanque tournament in the 
world outside of France, said organizers 
— and good sports are already gearing 
up for this year.

“I’m getting ready to win, even 
though my a-- gets whooped every year,” 
said Coney Island petanque hopeful John 
Gonzalez, who plans to make his annual 
pilgrimage to Brownstone Brooklyn — 
rain or shine.

Sunday Funday Street Fair [Smith 
Street, between Bergen and Union 
streets, in Carroll Gardens, (718) 852–
0328, www.smithstreetbk.com] on June 
26, noon to 6 pm.

Bastille Day Celebration [Smith 
Street, between Bergen and Dean streets, 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 852–0328] on 
July 10, all day.

Do the honors
Smith Street summer fests will 

fete late area champ Bette Stoltz

TOAST OF THE TOWN: South Brooklyn cham-
pion Bette Stoltz, who helped to pioneer the 
area’s revitalization, will be honored at the 
group’s signature summer festivals. 
 South Brooklyn Local Development Corporation

LIVE TUNES: Lipbone Redding was among the many bands that performed at last year’s 
Bastille Day bash. File photo by Elizabeth Graham
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Is this a job 
or
a purpose?
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BY LAUREN GILL
This party was really cook-
ing!

Celebrity chef Carla Hall 
hosted a Downtown benefi t 
gala to celebrate Brooklyn 
Community Services’s 150th 
anniversary on Monday night, 
and the social services orga-
nization’s head honcho said 
it was a great way to let loose 
and commemorate the sesqui-
centennial. 

“It’s a really momentous 
milestone occasion for us,” 
said Marla Simpson, who 
is the executive director of 
Brooklyn Community Ser-
vices. “We were delighted, and 
everybody had a great time.” 

The organization raised 
$1.1 million on the big night 
and is planning to put the 
moolah towards its programs, 
which include mental health 
services, job training, fam-
ily counseling, and day care, 
Simpson said.

Along with Hall — who  is 
opening a new fried chicken 
restaurant in the Columbia 
Street Waterfront District  this 
month —  “America’s Next 

Top Model” contestant Fatima 
Siad, Borough President Ad-
ams, and First Lady Chirlaine 
McCray all lent their star 
power to the event.

The organization started 
out as the Brooklyn Children’s 
Aid Society — founded after 
the Civil War to help house, 
cloth, and feed street kids 
— and the Brooklyn Bureau 

of Charities — created a few 
years later to help poor fami-
lies — according to  a publica-
tion  it put out when celebrat-
ing its 100th birthday.  

The do-gooding outfi ts 
eventually expanded into 
healthcare, legal aid, services 
for the blind and disabled, and 
job training as disease and 
poverty ravaged the borough 
around the turn of the century 
and through the Depression.

Amongst other things, the 
organizations also ran a milk 
pasteurization plant below the 
Brooklyn Bridge and a home 
in Coney Island for sick kids 
to get out of “pestilent-ridden 
tenements,” according to the 
publication. 

The organizations later 
merged as the Brooklyn Bu-
reau of Community Service, 
and then became Brooklyn 
Community Services in 2010.

Now, Simpson said the out-
fi t is now looking forward to 
another 150 years in the bor-
ough.

“One-hundred-and-fifty 
years from now, we’ll be doing 
it again,” she said.

The big one-fi ve-oh!

TOP CHEF: Celebrity chef Carla 
Hall hosted the Brooklyn Commu-
nity Services’ 150th anniversary 
gala.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

CELEBRITY APPEARANCE: “America’s Next Top Model” cycle 10 contes-
tant Fatima Siad and her date showed their support for the community 
organization.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

Brooklyn Community Services gala celebrates 150 years
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Summer is almost here! The Summer in the City (SITC) learning program 

has several enhancements just for Renewal School students who are not 

required to attend summer school. 

Renewal School Students in:

� Grades 2 – 7 are encouraged to apply for STEM SITC, an innovative 

and engaging summer learning experience in science, technology, 

engineering, and math (STEM).

� Grades 8 – 11 who are on track to graduate and will attend a Renewal 

School in fall 2016 can apply to various summer enrichment programs.

To learn more about these programs and to apply online – please go to:  

schools.nyc.gov/RenewalSchools.

Deadline has been extended to Wednesday, June 15, 2016 

Summer Learning Opportunities for  
Renewal Schools Students 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
The city’s planned Sunset Park-
to-Queens streetcar could be a 
one-way ticket out of Williams-
burg for low-income residents, 
locals said at a public forum 
about the trolley last Wednes-
day night.

The system is expected to 
raise property values along the 
route — that’s how the city says 
it will pay for the $2.5 billion 
tram — and one housing activ-
ist wondered if the two dozen 
locals who gathered at the First 
Spanish Presbyterian Church 
will even be able to afford to live 
there when the streetcar opens 
in 2024.

“If property values go up, it 
displaces a lot of residents be-
cause landlords want to move 
tenants out to capitalize on the 
economic growth of the com-
munity,” said Ausar Burke of 
Churches United for Fair Hous-
ing. “We feel that’s not fair to 
the people already living there, 
it moves a lot of people out of the 
community.”

The city plans to use the 
expected increase in property 
taxes to foot most of the bill 

for the streetcar — a plan fi rst 
pitched by the very developers 
who have properties along the 
line and stand to benefi t the 
most from it.

Critics argue that it is more 
of an amenity for their build-
ings than a mass transit system 
designed to get Brooklynites 
around — especially when it 
will run along the waterfront, 
 where the city about to launch 
a new ferry service , while far-
ther-fl ung parts of the borough 

remain true transit deserts.
But one participant said he 

saw it differently — the street-
car is a chance to connect com-
mercial and manufacturing 
hubs in Sunset Park, Red Hook, 
and Fort Greene, he argued.

“One criticism is that it 
won’t support the whole outer 
borough — that it’s only sup-
porting the rich and sexy wa-
terfront, there’s truth to that, 
but I look at it from a manu-
facturing background,” said 
Dan Chertok, a Brooklyn Law 
School grad who worked as an 
intern for the Navy Yard. “The 
Navy Yard, Sunset Park are 
huge manufacturing hubs and 
if you have the opportunity to 
connect to them, it’s better for 
the city, it means more jobs, 
and hopefully this thing grows 
and there’s trolleys throughout 
Brooklyn.”

Attendees broke off into 
working groups to identify key 
destinations and streets they’d 
like to see the pseudo-trains 
pass. Most said it had to hit 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Ikea in 
Red Hook, and Downtown.  And 
as at previous forums , most 

agreed the so-called Connector 
must live up to its name by link-
ing up with existing subway, 
bus, and ferry stops. 

One group of senior resi-
dents suggested the street-
car extend into the Bronx and 
Queens, so they can visit shop-
ping centers where prices were 
lower than in their neighbor-
hood. 

The street-level transit sys-
tem could be a huge score for 

older Brooklynites, some of 
whom struggle to get up and 
down the stairs at subway sta-
tions, according to one Wil-
liamsburg resident who worked 
in their group.

“At least there they can just 
hop on and go where they have 
to go, it would be very useful 
for them,” said Adrienne Vega, 
though she wondered if there 
would be any old people left in 
the neighborhood to use it.

They’re going off the rails

HERE AND THERE: Locals suggest 
where the streetcar should and 
should not run during a meeting in 
Williamsburg.  
 Community News Group / Dennis Lynch OH, JAY THERE: This publicity image envisages a streetcar on Jay  

Street Downtown.  Friends of the Brooklyn Queens Connector

Housing activists fear mayor’s streetcar will displace locals
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1. The promotional Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of the 25 Month CD is effective as of 5/27/2016 and is subject to change without notice. Rate offer not valid for accounts opened with funds coming from an existing 
Popular Community Bank account. There is a $1,000 minimum opening account deposit and balance requirement. APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A penalty will be imposed for early 
withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Please visit our Flatbush Avenue or Fulton Street Branch or refer to our Account Disclosures for complete details. 2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as 
of 5/27/2016. Promotional Rate is guaranteed for 6 months from account opening date. After the 6-month period has ended, the promotional rate will be set to standard rate at that time. The minimum amount required 
to open an Optimum Money Market Account is $10,000 AND, to earn the Promotional Rate, you must maintain a minimum average daily balance of $10,000 or more in your Optimum Money Market Account for a period 
of 6 months. This limited time promotional offer may be withdrawn at any time. Fees could reduce earnings on the Optimum Money Market Account. Please visit our Flatbush Avenue or Fulton Street Branch or refer to 
our applicable Savings Account product disclosures and Terms and Conditions for account details. • Banco Popular North America (referred to herein as “our” or “Popular Community Bank”) is a Member of the FDIC 
and operates under the assumed name “Popular Community Bank” in the markets in which it operates. Accordingly, Popular Community Bank and Banco Popular North America are the same FDIC-insured institution. 
©2016 Banco Popular North America. Member FDIC.  

956 Flatbush Ave & 1230 Fulton St
Brooklyn, NY

Just visit our Flatbush Ave or Fulton St 
branch to open an account today. 

You don’t have to travel far—
we’re in your neighborhood!

1.26
%
APY1

25 MONTH CD
1.26

OPTIMUM 
MONEY MARKET

%
APY2

2 choices.
1 great rate!

NEW LOOK, NEW LOCATIONS! 
Step into our new Flatbush and Fulton 

branches and celebrate with exotic deals.
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fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

thorities said.
Cops describe the attacker as be-

tween 20 to 25 years old, 5-foot-8 to 
6-foot, and around 170–180 pounds.

Police are also still on the lookout 
for the slimeball  who tried to rape 
a 23-year-old woman at knifepoint 
while she was jogging through Pros-
pect Park  on April 20. 

The perv jumped the victim from 
behind while she was running near 
Garfield Place and Prospect Park 
West at around 5:15 am, throwing 
her to the ground, brandishing a 
blade, and telling her he planned 
to sexually assault her — but the 
woman fought back, and the lowlife 
eventually ran off, police said.

Police describe this attacker as 
standing around 5-foot-10 to 6-foot, 
weighing around 180–190 pounds, 
and sporting short hair and a goa-
tee.

Police ask anyone with infor-
mation about the men to call (800) 
577–8477, submit tips at www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com, or text 274637 fol-
lowed by TIP577. All calls are strictly 
confidential.

Continued from cover

ATTACKERS

the 1.5 million gallons that fi lled the or-
ange line, according to Ortiz. 

The agency’s head honcho Thomas 
Prendergast  told a state legislature  
hearing in February that it wants to 
repair both tunnels before it fi xes the 
L-train’s Canarsie passage, which is in 
a worse state than both.

To put both repairs into perspec-
tive, the L-train tube is longer than the 
Clark and Rutgers tunnels and took in 
6 million gallons of water during the 
hurricane. 

The authority plans to either close 
the L tunnel entirely for 18 months or 
partially for three years. It will name 
a contractor by the end of the year and 
work will begin in 2019, Ortiz said.

The Clark, Rutgers, and Canar-
sie tunnels are the last of Brooklyn’s 
Sandy-suckered passageways still in 
need of mending. The authority is half-
way through repairs to the 4 and 5 Jo-
ralemon tube. It has been closing the 

connection on weekends since March 
11, and is slated to wrap up 13 weeks 
later on July 25.

It  closed  the Montague Street R 
tunnel for  13 straight months  between 
2013 and 2014, the G train’s Greenpoint 
tube to Queens for 12 weekends in 2014 
and  fi ve full weeks  in 2014, and the 
Cranberry Street A and C tunnel for 40 
weekends last year.

Continued from cover

TUNNELS

SUSPECTS: (Top) Police say a guy who looks 
like this tried to rape a woman in Park Slope 
on May 22. (Above) And this guy tried to rape 
a woman in Prospect Park in April. NYPD

Hizzoner’s campaign fi nances, leading 
City Hall honchos to declare they had 
satisfi ed the spirit of the law by “seek-
ing” its okay and vowed to plow ahead.

On Monday, the head of the state’s 
economic development arm the Empire 
State Development Corporation sent  a 
letter  to the board saying he doesn’t 
think the so-called “affordable” hous-
ing requires the state’s okay anyway.

But several pols, including Squad-
ron and city Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
said they didn’t agree the rules of the 
settlement had been satisfi ed, and 
warned it could open the whole thing 
up to additional legal challenges.

“Today’s decision by the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation to ignore 
the settlement agreement and push 
forward only increases the risk of ad-
ditional litigation and is bound to es-
calate the animosity with the local 
community,” said Stringer’s spokes-
man Eric Sumberg.

FATE UNKNOWN: The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority still needs to do work 
on the Rutgers Street Tunnel, which carries 
the F train under the East River, but says it 
will be able to take care of it on weekends. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

Continued from page 3 
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WE LOVE BROOKLYN, TOO. 
NYU LANGONE AND NYU LUTHERAN HAVE OVER 

60 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE BOROUGH.

To learn more about our locations in Brooklyn, including  
two emergency departments, visit nyulangone.org

Bricks and Blue Houses in Williamsburg. This #ilovebrooklyn moment captured by Alain Wallior.
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BOARDWALK AT DENOS D. VOURDERIS PLACE (W. 12TH ST.) 
CONEY ISLAND (718) 372-2592 • WONDERWHEEL.COM

LIFETIME PASS FOR FREE RIDES
ON DENO’S WONDER WHEEL
Plus a gift bag featuring Deno’s Wonder Wheel merchandise

ENTER TO WIN A

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Lifetime Pass is non-transferable and entitles
the contest winner whose name appears on the front unlimited rides
with one guest on Deno’s Wonder Wheel for Life.

To enter, visit: BrooklynDaily.com/WonderWheel

Home of NYC Landmark
Wonder Wheel, Since 1920
NYC’s Best Kiddie Park &

Major Thrill Rides
Free Admission, Picnic Area &

Famous Famiglia Pizzeria

Over 30 Million Riders
Group Outings Welcome

Incredible Views of the Beach,
Boardwalk & NYC Skyline
Now Serving Nathan's Hot

Dogs and Fries
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BY MAX JAEGER
He’s got an axe to grind.

A Bay Ridgite descended from Nor-
wegian woodworkers builds one-of-a-
kind guitars in his Sixth Avenue base-
ment using a mix of old- and new-school 
skills. Scandinavians notched a niche 
in Brooklyn by building docks and 
boats on the borough’s waterfront in 
the 1800s, and the luthier — a third-gen-
eration Ridgite — inherited the artisa-
nal touch from his forbearers, he said.

“My dad was a carpenter, his dad 
was a carpenter who came over from 
Norway — all of them as far back as 
you can go are either craftsmen or art-
ists,” said Victor Gurbo, who fashions 
axes under the name Voccoli Guitars — 
a nod to his mother’s maiden name.

But Gurbo also bucks wood-working 
tradition — saw jockeys typically prize 
fl awless, new lumber for its visual ap-
peal, but Gurbo opts for old, reclaimed 
wood for its superior sonic properties, 
he said.

“It’s not just environmentally 
friendly, it sounds better,” he said, ex-
plaining that planks’ resonance im-
proves as sap and resin within dry nat-
urally over time.

Gurbo shapes the lumber, routes 
out space for hardware and electronics, 
and fi nishes the bodies in vintage gun-
handle oil. But he is no one-man band. 
He learned how to assess instruments 
from the old hands at Gowanus guitar 
shop Retrofret, gearhead said.

“He brings us beautiful, sad pup-
pies, and we tell him if they’re worth 
saving or should be sent back to the 
pound,” said in-store instrument histo-
rian Peter Kohman. “He’s training his 
eye — he’s the next generation of musi-
cal archaeologist.”

And Gurbo tried wiring up one proj-
ect and did a shockingly bad job, so now 
friend Salim Hasbini handles electron-
ics, the carpenter said.

“My brain is not wired for that,” 
Gurbo said. “I showed Salim an early 
guitar, he opened it up and said, ‘If 

you’re gonna sell this, just let me do it 
from now on.’ ”

Hasbini and Gurbo met at Brooklyn 
College and bonded over a shared love 
of vintage musical gear, and their pas-
sion for the classics is ingrained in their 
work, they said. Hasbini wires guitars 
using confi gurations from the 1950s — 
a sought-after setup for tone freaks — 
and he even uses cloth-wrapped wires 
found in old-school axes, though play-
ers won’t know the difference, he said. 

“Most people never look at the in-
side of their guitar, but it’s a fun detail 
for Victor and I to know it’s there,” Has-
bini said.

That hand-craftsmanship and level 
of detail set their guitars apart, Gurbo 
said. His creations run about $1,500 — 
roughly the price of an American, fac-
tory-made git-fi ddle by big names like 
Fender or Gibson, but far less expen-
sive than their custom rigs, he said.

“It’s a different animal when you 
get something from me — it’s one-of-a-
kind,” he said. “And if you want to get 
something custom by them, it’s $8,000–
$10,000.”

Next up, Gurbo plans to make a spe-
cial line of guitars sourced from Bay 
Ridge using wood he saved from a Fifth 
Avenue fl orist’s demolition, he said.

Voccoli Guitars ( www.voccoligu-
itars.com )

Norwegian wood
Scandinavian Ridgite builds custom guitars

TOOLS OF THE TRADE: Gurbo uses his fam-
ily’s old, belt-driven drill press on a guitar 
neck. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

VALHALLA: Victor Gurbo has a pantheon of guitars — some he’s made and some he’s ac-
quired. Here he is holding one of his latest creations. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BEDFORD-STUYVESANT

Three cheers to the students at Un-

common Charter High School. The 
graduating seniors proudly displayed 
the banners of the colleges they will 
be attending this fall during the tradi-
tional Signing Day last month. 

“Senior Signing Day is an impor-
tant tradition at Uncommon Schools,” 
said principal Thomas O’Brien. “It 
not only celebrates the hard work that 
our seniors have put in over several 
years, it shows the students in middle 
school and our underclassmen that 
this is what’s waiting for them.”

One of the students, Travis 

Charles, admits he had an attitude. He 
was hanging out with the wrong crowd 
and his behavior was becoming more 
and more aggressive. 

“I got in trouble a lot, and I wanted 
to leave,” Travis recalled. “I didn’t like 
all the work and the long hours and the 
uniform.” 

He stuck it out and now is heading 
off to the State University of New York 
at Buffalo in the fall, and plans on ma-
joring in architecture or engineering. 

Fellow graduate Darien Bond-

swell had a similar story.
“I was trouble during middle 

school,” he said.
That’s when his teachers would talk 

with him about his future and about 
how his behavior was getting in the 
way of his dreams. It fi nally started to 
sink in. 

“My teachers never gave up,” he 
said. “For that, I am very grateful.” 

Darien is headed to Mercy College 
in September.

Before the graduation ceremony, 
Travis, Darien, and fellow students 
strutted across the stage to their fa-
vorite songs, and waved the banner of 
their college of choice.

Standing O wishes all of the gradu-
ates a very successful future. 

Uncommon Charter High School 
[1485 Pacifi c St. at Brooklyn Avenue in  
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 638–1868].

SUNSET PARK

We’re No. 1!
Five stars and to the Level I 

Trauma Center team at New York 

University Lutheran Medical Cen-

ter. After a rigorous review by the 
American College of Surgeons, the 
group was actually the fi rst in the fi ve 
boroughs to receive the verifi cation 
of its state-designated Level I trauma 
center.

A Level I trauma center is the high-
est trauma-response designation given 
to hospitals in New York State and in-
dicates the facility is in the best posi-
tion — equipped with the extensive 
medical expertise and necessary re-
sources — to treat the most severe of 
trauma cases.

“We are proud to be the fi rst Ameri-
can College of Surgeons-verifi ed Level 
I adult trauma center in NYC,” said Dr. 

Robert Lee Davis, director of trauma 
at NYU Lutheran. “NYU Lutheran has 
a long history of providing care to the 
most critically injured patients since 
we were designated New York State 
Regional Trauma Center. Achieving 
ACS Level I status demonstrates NYU 
Lutheran’s commitment to providing 
the highest-quality trauma care to our 
community.”

Standing O offers congratulations 

to the healing center.
New York University Lutheran Med-

ical Center [150 55th St. at First Avenue 
in Sunset Park, (718) 630–7000].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BAY RIDGE

This really is big news. Stu-
dents at the Mary White Ovington 

School (PS-IS 30) in Bay Ridge are 
going to the Space Station — at least 
their experiment is. 

Mike Massimino, former NASA 
astronaut and senior advisor for 
space programs at the Intrepid Mu-
seum, made the announcement dur-
ing a ceremony at the museum. 

“It’s great to see these students 
connect to and engage in science 
through this extraordinary oppor-
tunity,” he said.

Dana Ahmad, Sundous Al-

jahmi, Joshua Feliciano, Jiahao 

Guan, and Joyce Wong won the 
fi rst-ever Intrepid International 

Space Station Challenge. The 
team’s experiment was hand-picked 
from 205 New York City public school 
students to go where no school sci-
ence experiment has gone before — 
to the International Space Station 
in the fall on Student Spacefl ight 

Experiments Program’s Mission 

8, where an astronaut will conduct 
the experiment. 

The program, sponsored by the 

Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Mu-

seum, in partnership with the 

SSEP and the Ramon Foundation, 
charged students to design and cre-
ate an experiment that explores how 
microgravity affects the germina-
tion of pot mum seeds. 

“This has been an amazing expe-
rience for my students and me,” said 
science teacher Nathan Tubbs. “To 
know that they have an opportu-
nity to see their experiment fl y into 
space, has engaged them in a way 
other projects have not.” 

“I think it’s really cool that we 
got chosen because this is a big op-
portunity,” added winning team 
member Sundous Aljahmi. “All 
of our families are really proud of 
us.”

Standing O is really proud of the 
students, too!

PS-IS 30 Mary White Ovington 
[7002 Fourth Ave. at 70th Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 491–8440].

Signing the ‘Uncommon’ banner

Bang, zoom, to the Space Station

PARK SLOPE

Strings of rubies
Congratulations to the Dance 

Studio of Park Slope on cele-
brating 40 years of community 
service. 

The studio has stayed the 
course and, when most of the 
streets in the community gave 
way to chain stores and fran-
chises, it remained indepen-
dently owned, thrived, and jived 
for 40 years.

To celebrate, the present owner 
Jennifer Kliegel — dancer and 
artistic director since 1998 — is 
hosting a whoop-de-do at Little-

fi eld on June 11 for old and new 
students to mingle, share stories, 
and — of course — dance, dance, 
dance.

Founded by Kathy Gar-

gan in 1976, the studio has gone 
through several moves from its 
original location on President 
Street to its present location on 
Sackett Street. Its goal then was 
to offer dance and performance 
instruction in a noncompetitive, 
student-centered environment, 
as it continues to do.

“We’re still here for the com-
munity because of our commit-
ment to our students and our 
students’ devotion to us,” said 
Standing O pal Jennifer.

The Dance Studio of Park 
Slope is hosting its annual re-
cital on June 10 at Brooklyn 

College’s Whitman Theater 
at 6 pm. 

Standing O offers good wishes 
for continued success and says, 
“Keep on dancing.”

Dance Studio of Park Slope 
[630 Sackett St. at Fourth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 789–4419].

THEY CALL ME MR. TUBBS: PS-IS 30 teacher Nathan Tubbs and students Dana Ahmad, 
Sundous Aljahmi, Joshua Feliciano, Jiahao Guan, and Joyce Wong, whose winning sci-
ence experiment will be launched into space aboard the International Space Station.  
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Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

hen your grandmother 
dies,  everyone knows 
what to do. Send a note, 

or at least express condo-
lences. But when a neighbor 
in your apartment building 
dies, there isn’t really any pro-
tocol, maybe because there 
are so many different kinds 
of neighbors: The ones who 
live to clomp, the ones who put 
their garbage in the recycling, 
the “Hi, how are you?” bud-
dies who chat for the length of 
an elevator ride. 

But as I walk past the door 
of my neighbor who died on 
Wednesday, my heart does 
a weird little plop, and my 
eyes sting. She was 95, so you 
couldn’t call it an untimely 
death. But with her went a 
piece of joy wrapped in neigh-
borly obligation. 

Lolita Llora Walters was 
born to immigrants from 
Spain, in 1921. I can tell you 
her whole life story because 
every other day or so, I would 
try to stop by her home, in part 
for fun and in part because 
the thought of her sitting 
there watching television by 
herself made me queasy. Most 
of the times when I’d knock 
on the door I was greeted by 

a  cheery but exasperated, 
“Where have you been?” 

Into the armchair next 
to her’s I’d sink, in an apart-
ment decorated in Old Lady 
Classic: China plates in the 
breakfront, a cuckoo clock on 
the wall. Figurines of birds, 
dogs, and saints sat on the 
shelves under seascapes and 
city scenes. These shared 
the wall with a few animal 

paintings by a family friend 
named Mr. Levine, long dead, 
who used to be an illustrator 
for the World Wildlife Fund. 
Many days Lolita would point 
to a Levine of meticulously 
rendered antelopes grazing 
against a stark white back-
ground and explain, “Mr. 
Levine did not like to paint 
sky.” 

For my part, especially as 
Lolita grew more and more 
housebound, I’d try to give a 
taste of the outside world. 

“Work was insane today,” 
I’d say. Or, “I’ve just been 
making soup,” and I’d give her 
a little overview of the shop-
ping I’d done in the neighbor-
hood. Then we’d share every-
thing from gossip to history. 
Here’s a bit of the latter:

When Lolita was 7 — that’s 
1928 — her older cousins were 
being taken by their parents 
to study at a convent in Que-
bec. Lolita joined them for 
the journey but when they got 
there, the cousins hated it. 
Not Lolita! She begged to stay. 
Although she was an only 
child and the cousins were 
heading home, her parents 
acquiesced. Thus was Lolita 
educated by French-speaking 

nuns until she was 17.  
Summers and holidays 

she’d come back home to 
Queens, and so she remem-
bers going to the movies 
with her parents. She saw 
the Shirly Temple musical 
“Bright Eyes” — featuring 
the song “On the Good Ship, 
Lollipop” — when it was a 
brand-new hit. She attended 
the opening of Radio City 
Music Hall. When my family 
watched old movies on Netf-
lix, Lolita would sometimes 
join us, because for her, Char-
lie Chaplin wasn’t film his-
tory. He was the guy she grew 
up watching. 

“They don’t make movies 
like that anymore,” she’d say, 
and she was right. Now the 
movies talk.

When Lolita graduated 
high school, she moved out 
to California and quickly got 
married. By age 20 she had 
her daughter, Linda — a lit-
tle girl so pretty that Lolita’s 
friend told her, “You should 
put her in the movies.” That 
friend was Betty White.

Everything changed when 
Lolita’s husband, a pilot, died 
in a car crash when Lolita 
was about 22. She moved back 

to Queens to be near family 
and raised her daughter here.

I heard a lot about the 
daughter, including the fact, 
revealed to me very early on 
after we moved into the build-
ing in 2010, that she had died 
from rheumatoid arthritis 
about 20 years ago. That meant 
Lolita had no immediate fam-
ily, which made being able to 
tell stories about Linda in her 
high-school years (bullied) 
or Linda at college (brilliant) 
or Linda’s nursing career (a 
true calling, she worked with 
kids with cancer) even more 
urgent. Other moms could 
talk about what their kids or 
grandkids were up to. Lolita 
didn’t have that luxury. 

I couldn’t take the place 
of her beloved daughter. I 
wasn’t related. I wasn’t al-
ways around. I didn’t stay 
that long, most visits. But my 
mom is gone, and so was her 
child. 

A neighbor dies and it’s not 
like losing a grandmother.

But sometimes … it sort of 
is. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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Jun 13 – 17

  

No G trains between Bedford-Nostrand Avs and Church Av

Free shuttle buses and F trains provide alternate 
service via Jay St-MetroTech

Travel Alternatives:
      •  Free shuttle buses operate between Bedford-Nostrand Avs and the Jay St-MetroTech 
  F station.
      •  Transfer between G trains and free shuttle buses at Bedford-Nostrand Avs.
      •  Take the F for service between Jay St-MetroTech and Church Av.
      •  Transfer between free shuttle buses and F trains at Jay St-MetroTech.
      •  A service is also available between Hoyt-Schermerhorn Sts and Jay St-MetroTech.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit 
mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use 
TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.

G
Planned Service Changes

© 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Authority
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Just call ’em James Conned.

A Gowanus dream factory that 

churns out the steamy, Soviet-era, 

cable spy show “The Americans” 

is launching its own special ops to 

stop from becoming a humble tool 

shed for workers building a slop 

tank near the Canal (“Man on a 

mission: ‘Americans’ studio owner 

fi ghts city land grab” By Lauren 

Gill, online June 1).

Eastern Effects Studios on Nev-

ins Street began an online offen-

sive to drum up support and veer 

city honchos to other lots in the 

area, after learning Mayor DeBla-

sio planned to use a legal loophole 

to seize its soundstage between De-

graw and Sackett streets — where 

Bravo cable network shoots “The 

Real Housewives of New Jersey” 

and “Project Runway” — and turn 

it into an equipment warehouse for 

a giant sewage cistern the Feds are 

building to clean up the icky wa-

terway.

Eastern Effects can sue if the 

city makes its land grab through 

eminent domain, but judges typi-

cally rule for goliath over David 

in such cases, similar litigations 

show.

Readers spewed their commen-

tary online:

Logistical cost differences are driv-
ing the decision? Maybe if [Eastern 
Effects Studios owner Scott] Levy in-
sists upon a more costly site for pub-
lic infrastructure, he should use his 
money-making business to help fund 
that change of plan directly. Looks like 
palatable land for developer$ and their 
“generous,” narrow, waterfront walk-
ways. What’s really happening here?
 Ericsson from Cobble Hill 

Ericsson, the logistical costs that 
displacing this company for public 
infrastructure are a whopping half a 
billion more then the alternate plan 
for this infrastructure. It will cost 
you and every other New Yorker a 
lot of money to go with the plan that 
puts this company out of business, 
when there is a more reasonable way 
to meet the infrastructure objective 
needs for far less money that leaves 
the local businesses intact.

 Lev from level ground 

And let’s remember this land is 
zoned light industrial (I believe), so 
displacing this studio business in-
stead of a pending residential prop-
erty is not within the spirit nor pub-
lic policy of keeping this area a place 
for businesses and the jobs that it cre-
ates and sustains.
 Charles from Bklyn 

Make him pay for inconvenienc-
ing physical infrastructural logistics 
with his nearsighted soaps. Sue him 
for delaying the Superfund clean-
up process! Damn [Councilman Ste-
phen] Levin just rolls over and plays 
dead. Katie from Greenpoint 

Flood zone property shouldn’t be 
developed.
 Paul from Brooklyn Heights 

Who was defending the residents 
of Gowanus and Carroll Gardens 
when these out-of-town jerks were 
taking up huge areas of Court and 
Smith streets, stopping local deliver-
ies and customer access to the busi-
nesses that make this area a great 
place to live? No one. Good riddance 
to these carpet baggers. Go fi lm stuff 
in New Jersey.
 Jim from Cobble Hill 

If there are other options, why 
would they go through the expen-
sive process of kicking out an exist-
ing business? Have the other lots 
been considered? As far as I under-
stand eminent domain, there has to 
be a clear reason why that particular 
property is needed, and why others 
are unacceptable. Either the city has 
been negligent, and not considered 
its options, or the paper has written 
an article without all the informa-
tion (why they will not use the other 
suggested properties). As this article 
seems to be written only from the in-
formation gathered from the man op-
posing it, I assume the author was 
fi ne writing an unbalanced article 
and did not get information from the 
city. Poor research, and an incom-
plete, and not necessarily trustwor-
thy article.
 Wanda from Park Slope 

This guy isn’t as nice and inno-
cent as he’s trying to appear. I hear 
from people in the industry that the 
company treats their own people like 
----.  Bias aside, the canal is absolutely 
disgusting and needs to be taken care 
of for the good of the community. It’s 

embarrassing. This isn’t about David 
vs. Goliath. It’s about his bank ac-
count. Jim from Harlem 

Show compassion 
To the editor,

I know I’m going to come across as 
humorless, old-fashioned, or just old, 
but as someone who has been a victim 
of a violent subway assault, I fi nd your 
“Police Blotter” headlines unconscio-
nable. I can only wonder: if you, or 
someone you loved, were  stabbed on 
the subway by a thief who then fl ed 
the scene, would you fi nd it amusing 
if some compassionless wag at this 
paper wrote it up under the heading, 
“Blade Runner?” (“Cretins beat up 
guy and steal his hat, cologne,” Police 
Blotter, online May 25).

Hoping you will never have to sur-
vive the aftermath of a vicious as-
sault. Tom Angelo

 Crown Heights

Library sale
To the editor,

Why sell off our neighborhood 
Cadman Plaza Library, if there is all 
this money in the city for repairs? 
Something doesn’t smell right. 

We don’t need a 36-fl oor condomin-
ium in the Cadman Plaza Library 
footprint — with $980 million in capi-
tal funding in the New York City li-
brary budget order — to fi nd funding 
to fi x our precious library. It is wrong 
to shut it down for four years — it is 
the second most attended library — 
and make us do with a tiny commu-
nity room in a dilapidated church. 

Thousands of school children will 
lose their after-school safe haven, lose 
their tutelage, and forfeit their eco-
nomic future when they join street 
gangs in their newly freed-up time.

Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D–Brook-
lyn Heights) informed Brooklyn 
Public Library chief librarian Lisa 
G. Rosenblum “that the Brooklyn 
Heights Cadman Plaza Public Li-
brary, the center of the borough’s 
transportation and civic, legal and 
educational hub, warrants main-
taining as the Selective Depository 
Library in the Government Publi-
cation Offi ce Federal Depository Li-
brary Program. There is internet in-
equality across Brooklyn requiring 
the maintenance of hardcopy govern-
ment documents in this location to 
review select publications accessible 
to the public. By relinquishing and 
moving the collection across the bor-
ough the offi cials of Brooklyn Public 
Library are limiting access for key 
constituencies who frequently make 

use of these materials.” 
Plus, building a gigantic sky-

scraper in Cadman Plaza, at Clinton 
and Tillary Street will result in a 
traffi c nightmare in Downtown. That 
section of Brooklyn has also been 
documented as the windiest part of 
the city, and dangerous for the stabil-
ity of crawler towers. 

Hudson Company will build this 
high-rise that will cast fi ve hours of 
daytime shadows over Cadman Plaza 
Parks and the other neighboring parks, 
in perpetuity. David Kramer who has 
been awarded the sweetheart deal 
by the city’s Economic Development 
Corporation for a low-ball contract of 
$52 million, is fl ipping the Brooklyn 
Heights project to the Chinese EB-5 
investors for $110 million dollars and 
some green cards, according to the 
New York Real Estate News. 

The Citizens Defending Libraries 
organization in the Brooklyn Heights 
has collected more than 25,000 signa-
tures protesting the sale of Cadman 
Plaza Library. Justine Swartz

 Brooklyn Heights

Fear tactics
To the editor, 

As I read your article “Scared stiff! 
Brookdale brings kids to morgue to 
show dangers of guns” (by Tatiana 
Hernandez, online May 20) I was re-
minded of “Scared Straight,” a televi-
sion show that was fi lmed in Raway 
State Prison in New Jersey with 16 
teenagers. 

The idea was to show what happens 
when teens make a mistake and wind 
up in prison. The prisoners were hard 
core and had committed the worst of 
the worst crimes. So the toughest and 
meanest were chosen to meet the teen-
agers, plus the language used was not 
censored. They yelled and screamed 
in the face of every teen, telling them 
that life in prison was no picnic. They 
shared the mistakes they had made to 
put them in this situation, and wished 
someone could’ve help them to go on 
the straight and narrow path. 

Today there are more and more 
news reports about innocent children 
and adults being needlessly shot, or 
an elementary school student bring-
ing a loaded gun to school.  Maybe 
a similar program for younger chil-
dren, but not as hard core, would help 
to keep them safe. 

In my time a fi ght was between 
two people, and only with fi sts. At 
the end, we would either shake hands 
and be friends or just walk way.

Solomon Rafelosky

Brighton Beach

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

That’s show-diss! Studio acts to stop city’s land grab
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

f Muhammad Ali had ex-
celled as a baseball player 
instead of as a professional 

boxer, he would probably have 
charmed us with his poetry 
and boundless ego well into 
the 21st century. He would not 
have been a shell of his former 
self at 42, when a neurological 
disease tragically began its 
slow assault on his body. 

The United States is much 
better off because the man 
who rose to fame for his 
unique fighting skills actu-
ally refused to fight in a sense-
less war. “I ain’t got no quar-
rel with them Vietcong,” he 
famously said in 1967, words 
that were once scorned but 
are now revered. The pacifist 
burned bright in the volcanic 
1960s and 70s.

As a child, I admired this 
incredible athlete who had a 
mouth and an ego almost as 
huge as his biceps. Today, I 
feel guilty and angry at my-
self and our society for send-
ing men like Ali, Sonny Li-
ston, Joe Frazier, George 
Foreman, and countless oth-
ers into a ring that even the 
ancient Romans would have 

found barbaric.
We applaud as they pummel 

each other, trying to knock 
each other unconscious, at-
tempting to deliver painful 
bodily injury — behavior that 
outside of the ring usually 
leads to jail sentences. 

And it isn’t just boxing — 
on any given Sunday during 

the NFL season (or Thurs-
day or Monday), we revere 
our gladiators as they ram 
their heads into each other 
at breakneck speeds, deliv-
ering punishing body blows 
that rattle the entire skeleton, 
and then retire to live lives of 
quiet desperation. We are just 
now realizing that these “in-
nocent” battles actually lead 
to brain disease, dementia, 
mental illness, and a high in-
cidence of suicide.

Even Ali, at the peak of his 
popularity in 1970, realized he 
was the victim of exploitation.

“They stand around and 
say, ‘Good fight, boy. You’re 
a good boy; good goin,’ ” Ali 
said in a quote rarely men-
tioned in the many obituar-
ies. “They don’t look at fight-
ers to have brains. They don’t 
look at fighters to be business-
men, or human, or intelligent. 
Fighters are just brutes that 
come to entertain the rich 
white people. Beat up on each 
other and break each other’s 
noses, and bleed, and show off 
like two little monkeys for the 
crowd. And half the crowd is 
white. We’re just like two 

slaves in that ring. The mas-
ters get two of us big old black 
slaves and let us fight it out 
while they bet: ‘My slave can 
whup your slave.’ That’s what 
I see when I see two black peo-
ple fighting.”

True. In boxing, the vast 
majority of combatants are 
African-American. Ali is 
merely the most famous. But 
the sports that lionize behav-
ior that led to his premature 
demise are playing out daily 
in boxing rings all over the 
country. On football fields. In 
hockey rinks.

As this assault on the heads 
of young athletes continues, 
we simply shrug our shoul-
ders and try to look away. 
We go into denial when we 
see hundreds of retired foot-
ball players start to lose their 
memory and their sanity and 
become homeless, mentally 
ill, and suicidal.

It’s coincidental, say the 
“masters” that Ali referred 
to. It has nothing to do with 
the blows to the head. See the 
movie “Concussion” starring 
Will Smith as an iconoclas-
tic doctor and tell me that you 

have any doubts about the 
cause of this epidemic of brain 
disease in retired athletes.

A young Muhammad Ali 
woke up a nation to a fight that 
was not worth killing and dy-
ing for in Vietnam. His he-
roic pacifism was vindicated 
by the Supreme Court when 
it ruled unanimously in his 
favor. He became a powerful 
symbol of opposition to an im-
moral war. He inspired many 
who did not see the purpose of 
going to Southeast Asia to be 
one of the last people to die in 
a war that shouldn’t have been 
fought in the first place.

In his very public death, 
after 30 years of bearing wit-
ness to the ravages of a war of 
fists and blows to the head that 
continues to be part of our na-
tional culture, perhaps Ali 
will wake us up again.

Muhammad Ali suffered 
for our sins.

Now we should honor his 
words.

Tom Allon is the presi-
dent of City & State, NY and 
a former candidate for Mayor. 
Comments or questions? tal-
lon@cityandstateny.com

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 6/10/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 06/10/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

Selection
at Major World
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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When school is dismissed 
for the summer, par-
ents across the country 

worry about how much their 
children will forget over the 
vacation months. 

Will all those hours help-
ing them with math and read-
ing dissolve with the carefree 
hours spent at the pool or play-
ground?

“While a break from the 
long days of school is needed, 
studies show that most kids 
lose up to two months of their 
math skills between school 

grades,” Dominique Cicca-
relli, education specialist for 
tutoring service Kumon North 
America, said. “The brain is 
like a muscle and needs a reg-
ular dose of exercise to stay 
strong. Connections in your 
brain multiply when you learn 
new topics, and through this 
process, you get smarter.”

Added to this concern is 
how much time over the sum-
mer parents will be able to 
commit to helping their chil-
dren retain and reinforce what 
they learned during the previ-

ous school year. 
While millions of children 

are eager for the freedom of 
summer, parents are coming 
up with plans to keep the learn-
ing momentum going.

Here are seven fun ways to 
keep your child engaged over 
the summer with enriching ex-
periences.

Have a scavenger hunt 
at the museum

One way to turn a visit to the 
museum into a fun and educa-
tional experience is to make it 

a scavenger hunt. If you are go-
ing to an art museum, your list 
can include things you might 
see in paintings or sculptures 
from a certain country. If it is 
a natural history museum, you 
can include dinosaurs and ani-
mals.

Find the right learning 
program

For families with children 
looking for enrichment activi-
ties, the right learning pro-
gram is invaluable. To help 
students continue learning 

through the summer, Kumon 
is offering free registration in 
June at participating centers.

Develop their green 
thumb

Gardening allows children 
to not only play and build some-
thing — as they might do in a 
sandbox — but learn about the 
life cycle of plants and the im-
portance of nutrition. One way 
to make this more exciting is 
to try to grow something giant, 
like a huge squash or zucchini 

Continued on page 25

BRAIN DRAIN
HOW TO AVOID SUMMER
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L ife is what happens when 
you’re busy making other 
plans. 

This age-old adage reso-
nates for many whose personal 
or professional obligations de-
layed or rerouted their educa-
tional goals. The beginning of 
a new year is an ideal time to 
pause, take stock in your goals 
and make a plan for how you 
can achieve them, including 
going back to school to fi nish 
the education you started and 
fi nally earning that college de-
gree.

College graduates earn 
approximately $17,500 more 
than adults without a degree, 
and they are more likely to be 
employed than their less-ed-
ucated counterparts, accord-
ing to the Pew Research Cen-
ter. Despite these advantages, 
more than 31 million people 
started college in the last 20 
years, but did not graduate. 
In fact, 4 million adults have 
completed at least two years of 

college, but have not earned a 
college degree or certifi cate.

Family or personal respon-
sibilities and military service 
are just some of the reasons 
students “opt out” of their edu-
cation. And the thought of go-
ing back to school can be over-
whelming. Madeleine Slutsky, 
vice president of career and 
student services at DeVry Uni-
versity, has advice for those 
who want to return to school.

“Every college and uni-
versity is unique. There is no 
‘one size fi ts all’ institution,” 
she said. “Those looking to go 
back to school must research 
options to identify which will 
help them achieve both their 
academic and career goals. 
Breaking the journey down 
into actionable steps will help 
the decision-making process.”

Slutsky offers some advice:

Do research 
Begin by researching your 

fi eld of interest. Use a resource 

like O-Net, which includes a 
career assessment tool to help 
students explore a range of ca-
reer directions.

Researching schools can be 
daunting. Create a list of pros 
and cons of each to help nar-
row your search. Assess each 
institution’s degree programs, 
faculty, student organizations 
and fl exible learning options 
to identify those that best 
align with your education and 
career objectives.

Seek school and career 
advice

Connect with friends, fam-
ily members or acquaintances 
who are employed in your 
ideal career fi eld. Their aca-
demic experiences will help 
you identify the qualities your 
ideal degree program pos-
sesses. Or use LinkedIn to ex-
pand your professional reach 
with those in the fi eld you are 
considering.

Returning to the classroom 
has never been easier

Continued on page 25

D oes the cost of higher ed-
ucation scare you? If so, 
you’re not alone. College 

tuition prices have skyrock-
eted. Over the past 30 years av-
erage tuition and fees at public 
four-year institutions rose by 
225 percent, according to The 
College Board. Factor in room 
and board, books and living 
expenses, and it’s becoming 
increasingly diffi cult to afford 
the hefty price tag of higher 
education.

For many, applying for 
scholarships is essential. 
Valuable scholarship dollars 
are available to any and all 
kinds of students - artists, ath-
letes, writers, mathletes and 
more. With a little digging you 
can fi nd the perfect opportuni-
ties for you and your talents. 

Here are fi ve unique schol-
arships examples:

Stuck at Prom 
Scholarship Contest

Students who enjoy art and 
fashion design, or just happen 
to be duct tape enthusiasts, 
should enter the annual Duck 
brand Stuck at Prom Scholar-

ship Contest. 
With more than $50,000 

in scholarship prizes up for 
grabs, this one-of-a-kind op-

portunity emphasizes origi-
nality and imagination by 
challenging students to create 
their own unique Duck Tape 
prom wear. 

Duck brand has a history 
of “sticking” by students, 
awarding more than $300,000 
in scholarships over the last 
15 years.

The contest is open to high 
school students in the United 
States and Canada attending 
prom in 2015. For more details 
and full contest rules visit 
StuckatProm.com.

Common Knowledge 
Scholarship 
Foundation, Inc. 
Scholarship 

Trivia talent and knowl-
edge of random facts have 
probably always impressed 
friends, but now those skills 
may fi nally “pay” off — col-
lege costs, that is. Students 
(and parents, too) can simply 
register for one of the Com-
mon Knowledge Scholarship 
Foundation, Inc. online schol-
arship quizzes. Throughout 
the year, the foundation of-

fers quizzes that test general 
knowledge across a variety of 
subjects - music, books, mov-
ies, etc. - with prize amounts 
ranging from $250-$2,500.

These scholarships are 
available to high school, un-
dergraduate and graduate 
students in the United States. 
Visit cksf.org for full details 
and how to register.

Tall Clubs International 
Scholarship

It’s a “tall task” to en-
ter this scholarship. In fact, 
that’s it - you just have to be 
tall. The Tall Clubs Interna-
tional Scholarship is avail-
able to students of above-
average height, who plan to 
start college in the fall. Tall 
Clubs International identi-
fi es “above-average height” 
as at least 5 feet 10 inches tall 
for women and at least 6 feet 2 
inches tall for men. Those of 
elevated stature could win a 
$1,000 prize.

To apply, contact the local 
TCI Member Club to request 
sponsorship or visit www.tall.
org.

Creativity king when it comes to fi nancing school

Create your own unique promwear out of Duck-brand duct tape for a 
chance to win a scholarship.
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Sky’s the limit for young 
women at Fontbonne 

Fontbonne Hall Academy 
is a member of the National 
Coalition of Girls’ Schools 
(NCGS), the leading advocate 
for girls’ schools, connecting 
and collaborating globally 
with individuals, schools, and 
organizations dedicated to ed-
ucating and supporting girls. 
NCGS and Fontbonne believe 
that girls’ schools play an im-
portant part in helping them 
develop their own voices and 
use them proudly.

This year, Fontbonne par-
ticipated in the Girls’ School 
Advantage information ses-
sion sponsored by NCGS in 
New York City.  The purpose 
of the session was to inform 
prospective families about 
the unique environment of 
all-girls schools.  Fontbonne 
joined other prestigious New 
York schools including Brear-
ley School, Chapin School, 
Convent of the Sacred Heart, 
Hewitt School, Spence School, 
Marymount School, and 
Nightingale-Bamford School. 
A Fontbonne junior spoke on 
the student panel.

Fontbonne has always be-
lieved that for girls, the sky’s 

the limit. This year, students 
continued to excel, especially 
in science and business.

In May, Fontbonne held 
its Second Annual Science 
Research Symposium. Ten 
juniors and 12 sophomores 
who are part of the Science 
Research Program presented 
their projects to parents, stu-
dents, faculty and guests.  
During the course of the 
three-year program, students 
investigate particular areas of 
study and formulate specifi c 

research objectives under the 
advisement of mentoring sci-
entists.  Their goal is to pres-
ent their data and fi ndings by 
the fall of their senior year.  
Topics at this year’s sympo-
sium included The Impact of 
Traumatic Experiences and 
an Irregular Onset of Puberty 
on Eating Disorder Risk in 
Females; The Neuroscience of 
Empathy; and Social Psychol-
ogy, People Preferences and 
Prosocial Behavior. 

The Science Research Pro-

gram is a unique opportunity 
for students.   

“It is a true STEM pro-
gram because it is a project-
based learning experience 
that challenges a high school 
student to design a research 
objective and to produce an 
original fi nding after dedi-
cating herself to it for three 
years,”  says Fontbonne Prin-
cipal Mary Ann Spicijaric.  
Students learn science and 
math, use technology, and 
learn the correct way to col-

lect data and analyze it to 
solve the questions they asked 
at the beginning of their in-
vestigations. “It is one of the 
most challenging programs 
that a high school can offer 
and also one that gives stu-
dents abilities beyond those of 
many college students,” adds 
Ms. Spicijaric.

In April, students from 
the Introduction to Business 
course participated in the Ford-
ham Interscholastic Business 
Challenge.  At the annual all-
day event, students delivered 
original ideas and presenta-
tions in three categories: Busi-
ness Ethics, Entrepreneurship, 
and Marketing. Each of Font-
bonne’s three student groups 
made it to the fi nals, and they 
were distinguished with hon-
ors and cash prizes.

All the students who par-
ticipated in the Business 
Challenge are currently en-
rolled in the fi rst year of Font-
bonne’s Entrepreneurship 
Program with St. Francis Col-
lege. The program includes In-
troduction to Business, Intro-
duction to Entrepreneurship 
and a summer internship. 
Each class earns three credits 
from St. Francis College.

Fontbonne students are excelling in science and business

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2016

AFH
Fontbonne Hall Academy 

Congratulates 
The Class of  2016

  Students have 
received over 

20 million dollars 
in scholarships.

Inspiring young women to be 
leaders of  tomorrow. 

fontbonne.org
Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood

Nina Jordan Agnello
Brittney Ann Anderson
Kristina Renee Angilletta
MarieRose Apice
Amanda Fortunata Atwell
Aishe Barolli
Rene Elizabeth Biondo
Jenna Catherine Borelli
Gabrielle Michelle Breen
Monica Alessia Bressi
Kristen Ruth Brower
Gabrielle Marie Buenerd
Victoria Paige Caggiano
Alexandra Michaela Carestia
Gabrielle Marie Casagrande
Francesca Castellano
Olivia Kathleen Ceretti
Reilly Ann Charles
Molly Clark
Lauren Anna Colletti
Apollonia Conigliaro
Jillian Renee Corozzo
Alexa Marie DeCeglia
Paige Elizabeth DeLisi
Mikayla Rose DeLorenzo
Julianna Maeve DeSilvia
Ariana Marie DiDonato
Iman Dolah
Valentina Brenes Dominquez
Carly Therese Ebert
Farah Mohamed El-Choum
Samantha Marie Faraj
Erica Anne Federico
Delia Theresa Feeney-Silver
Kristen Anne Fitzpatrick

Jade Isabella Gallo
Catalina Patricia Gaya
Franchesca Nicole Gonzalez
Caroline Clair Good
Emily Skye Greenstein
Gabriella Grzegorski
Lauren Guidarelli
Brittany Elizabeth Haneman
Haley Rose Henry 
Julia Rose Herman
Mariagrazia Ientile
Caralyn Anne Kelly
Amanda Catherine Larney
Sofia Marie Lattuga
Emily Marie LoCascio
Veronica Anne Lombardi
Nicole Ann Longo
Emily Skye Macdonald
Eliana Simone Mahaney
Doriana Teresa Marando
Bianca Joy Marletta
Shannon Rose Maroney
Gabriella Elise Mass
Kaylin Hope Massar
Meaghan Hope McAllister
Joanna Marie McCaughey
Kathleen Anne McCaughey
Alexandra Marie McGuire
Meagan Maryann McKenna
Beanca Luggy Moise
Deirdre Diane Mooney
Emily Grace Morales
Isabelle Alexandra Munteanu-Hoyos
Catherine Elizabeth Murphy
Alyssa Mustacchia

Bryn Nicole Nagel
Samantha Angela Najjar 
Emily Elizabeth O’Donoghue
Alessia Rita Palumbo
Valentina Rita Papeo
Kristen Elizabeth Pendergast
Victoria Polizzotto
Amanda Marie Powers
Samantha Prestigiacomo
Erin Christine Rafferty
Brianna Lyn Recchia
Teresa Michelle Reinhardt
Nancy Antoinette Ricottone
Shannon Anne Rochelle
Thalyna Rosales-Galvez
Victoria Ruscio
Melissa Safi
Michelle Sahlani
Cynthia Sarkis
Samantha Ann Sblendorio
Julia Rose Schalk
Jenna Kathryn Schmitt
Sabrina Sciove
Shania Shehata
Samantha Francesca Sichenze
Briana Nicole Suhr
Anna Francesca Sullivan
Sarah Ann Sypa
Emily Frances Thayer
Jo-Anna Astrid Thiboutot
Alexa Isabella Venuto
Isabella Terese Vicino
Lindsay Taylor Volpe
Mary Clare Wrynn

Fontbonne Hall Academy provides young women with the skills they need to reach their goals.
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How volunteering can earn teens a college scholarship
V olunteerism can help 

young people grow into 
well-rounded, responsi-

ble individuals. When volun-
teering, kids can learn new 
skills, foster new friendships 
and contacts, and improve 
both their social and interper-
sonal skills.

In addition, a 2011 study 
from researchers at the Stony 
Brook University School of 
Medicine found that people 
are generally happier and 
healthier when giving back 
to their communities. The 
study even recommended that 
health care professionals rec-
ommend volunteering to pa-
tients 12 and older, with the 
belief that helping others pro-
vides signifi cant health ben-
efi ts, including allowing vol-
unteers to escape their stress 
and anxiety. And, there could 
even be a few added bonuses 
for volunteering!

Students between the 
ages of 6 and 18 who haven’t 
yet graduated high school 
have the chance to be recog-
nized for their volunteering 
efforts and earn money for 
higher education thanks to 
Kohl’s Department Stores. 
For more than a decade, the 
Kohl’s Cares Scholarship 
Program has recognized 
more than 19,500 students, 
awarding nearly $4 million 
in scholarships and prizes. 
This year the organization 

will award nearly $400,000 
in scholarships and prizes 
to more than 2,300 young 
volunteers who have made a 
positive impact in their com-
munities. 

Finding the right activity is 
often the most important step 
when fostering a love of vol-
unteering in youngsters, and 
there are a number of great 
opportunities and causes that 
children can relate to.

Embrace 
eco-volunteering 

Today’s kids are increas-
ingly eco-conscious, and con-
cepts like recycling, reusing 
and conserving fuel and en-
ergy are second nature to many 
young people. That makes eco-
volunteering a natural fi t for 
today’s eco-conscious students. 
Children can volunteer with 
organizations that remove 
trash from beaches and parks; 

plant trees to establish com-
munity green spaces; work to 
promote wildlife conservation; 
or further recycling efforts in 
their communities.

Help the needy 
Volunteerism can open 

youngsters’ eyes to the plight of 
the less fortunate. Various or-
ganizations dedicated to help-
ing the needy depend on volun-
teers of all ages to meet their 

missions. From soup kitchens 
to shelters to private clothing or 
food collection drives, opportu-
nities abound for kids who want 
to help the less fortunate. 

Help the sick
Many organizations that 

cater to the sick also provide 
volunteering opportunities to 
youngsters. Many kids who 
volunteer with such organiza-
tions are motivated to do so by 
a close friend or family mem-
ber’s battle with a particular 
illness, but some kids even 
turn their own personal ad-
versity into an opportunity to 
help the sick.

Visit the elderly 
Kids can learn a lot from 

their elders, and many organiza-
tions that work with the elderly 
offer volunteering programs for 
boys and girls. Individuals in 
group homes or hospitals often 
appreciate visits from young-
sters, and kids can learn valu-
able life lessons in return.

Tutor fellow 
students 

A child who is profi cient in 
a given subject can lend a help-
ing hand to fellow students who 
need some assistance. Working 
together to improve grades and 
school performance can im-
prove others’ sense of self-worth 
and instill a greater sense of ac-
complishment in tutors.

that will provide an end goal to 
the entire experience.

Let them be your 
travel agents

Before you set off on your 
summer vacation, get your 
children involved in the plan-
ning process. Let them help 
you search for lodging within 
your budget and in the area 
you want to stay. Together, you 
can learn about nearby attrac-
tions and plan your visit ac-
cordingly. The entire process 
not only builds confi dence, but 
serves as a fi nance, geography, 
history and social studies les-

son all wrapped in one.

Have adventures 
in reading

Reading is one of the most 
important skills to maintain 
and develop. Reading to your 
children each day establishes 
a positive association in their 
mind and makes them excited 
to read on their own. Be sure 
to stay up to date with the ac-
tivities at your local library, 
which provides fun and socia-
ble learning opportunities.

Make something
While there are plenty 

of kits out there to promote 
STEM learning skills, you can 
encourage your children to use 
their creativity and knowledge 

to build projects from common 
household materials. Some 
classic examples of this would 
be making a raft out of empty 
milk cartons or plastic bottles, 
a homemade volcano using 
vinegar and baking soda or a 
homemade electromagnet.

Become a collector
A great way for children 

to get hands-on knowledge of 
the natural world is for them 
to build a collection while dis-
covering the outdoors. Rocks, 
plants, bugs — these are the 
things that excite a young 
mind. Search for different 
kinds of leaves to press at home, 
then work with your children 
to identify their types. 
 —  Brandpoint

DRAIN
Continued from page 29 

Assess credit-transfer
opportunities

Obtain offi cial copies of 
your transcript and deter-
mine which credits qual-
ify for transfer to your de-
sired program. Complete 
the school’s evaluations and 
confi rm its credit transfer 
policies with an academic ad-
visor who can answer your 
questions and help you cre-
ate an action plan.

Explore financial 
aid and scholarships 

Colleges and universities 
offer an array of fi nancial 

aid and scholarship options, 
some specifi cally for transfer 
students. Complete the Free 
Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid online to determine 
what you qualify for. In addi-
tion, research and apply for 
scholarships. Map out fi nan-
cial assistance options, poli-
cies and deadlines and apply 
as early as possible. College 
and university resources as 
well as websites like scholar-
ships.com and fastweb.com 
can aid in your search.

A college-educated work-
force is in demand, and the 
value of a college degree 
continues to rise. For adults 
planning to complete their 
degree, there’s no time quite 
like the present.

RETURN
Continued from page 29 

PAYING IT FORWARD
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From Georgetown to West Point...Xaverian’s  
Class of 2016 College Acceptance Round Up

Xaverian Congratulates the Class of 2016!

What do Georgetown 
University, New York Uni-
versity, Columbia Uni-
versity, Macaulay Honors 
College at CUNY, Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute, 
the United States Military 
Academy, and the Naval 
Academy Prep School all 
have in common?

They are all among the 
lengthy list of prestigious 
colleges that offered ac-
ceptances to members of 
Xaverian’s class of 2016!

As they finish finals and 
get ready to walk across 
the stage at Xaverian’s 56th 
Commencement Exercises 
at Brooklyn College on 
June 4th, the members of 
the class of 2016 are looking 

forward to continuing in 
the proud tradition of suc-
cessful Clipper alumni as 
they prepare to bring their 
talents to collegiate insti-
tutions across the country 
next fall.

The list of colleges that 

accepted Xaverian seniors 
this year is as varied as it 
is impressive. Below are a 
few points of pride for the 
class of 2016:

David Pena will attend 
New York University with 
a full tuition scholarship 

provided through the pres-
tigious JPMorgan Chase 
Smart Start Scholarship, 
which also carries with it a 
stipend for books and sup-
plies and a paid internship 
at JPMorgan Chase.

In keeping with Xaver-
ian’s strong tradition of 
sending students to the top 
service academies, James 
Baglino will be attending 
the United States Military 
Academy at West Point and 
Joseph Scaramuzzino will 
attend the Naval Academy 
Prep School with the in-
tent of entering the United 
States Naval Academy 
upon completion of the pro-
gram.

Xavier Brun and Robert 

Massucci earned accep-
tance to SUNY Oneonta’s 
3+3 program in Physical 
Therapy with Upstate Med-
ical Center that leads to a 
BS degree with a Biology 
major from Oneonta and a 
Doctor of Physical Therapy 
degree from Upstate in a to-
tal of six years

Students also earned 
impressive acceptances to 
UPenn, Columbia, George-
town, Macaulay Honors 
College at CUNY, NYU, 
Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology, Rochester Institute 
of Technology, Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute, 
George Washington Uni-
versity, The Catholic Uni-
versity, and more... 
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Visitation Academy 
is a unique school that 
celebrates the strength 
within.  The Academy 
exists to educate young 
girls in an environment 
that values excellence 
in scholarship, spiri-
tuality, leadership and 
service.  As a Catholic 
school, their students 
learn to live Jesus by 
emphasizing the “little 
virtues” of kindness, 
gentleness, humility 
and patience in their 
daily life.  

 Opportunity de-
fines Visitation Acad-
emy.  The school offers 
abundant opportunities 
for their young girls 
to realize their God-

given potential, develop 
their unique gifts, and 
uncover their inner 
strength and confidence.  
Their unique educa-
tional philosophy and 
supportive faith-based 

learning environment 
sparks curiosity and 
imparts lifelong learn-
ing skills imperative 
for the future.  Visita-
tion prepares their stu-
dents for Upper School 

success, nurtures their 
blossoming individual-
ity, and helps them de-
velop an inner strength 
that will last a lifetime.  
High and achievable 
academic expectations 
are the cornerstone 
of this private all-girl 
academy.  Students 
are guided in making 
choices and taking own-
ership of their education 
and are fully engaged in 
the learning process.  
Their classrooms are 
active, hands-on cen-
ters of learning that 
involve experiments, 
demonstrations, and 
projects.  The arts are 
an important element 
in the development of 

a well-rounded Visita-
tion student.  They fos-
ter creativity through 
art, a brass band and 
ukulele music program 
and a theater program 
that gives the girls per-
formance opportuni-
ties which boosts their 
public speaking skills.  
There are also many op-
portunities to partici-
pate in extracurricular 
activities throughout 
the year.  Viz students 
have fun, grow and 
flourish in Choir, Drama 
Club, Debate Club, Cam-
pus Ministry, Student 
Council and Softball.  
Visitation Academy 
truly “Celebrates the 
Strength Within.”

Building the Young Women of Tomorrow
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By Tatiana Hernandez

This theater is on the cutting edge!
A Gowanus theater company 

will launch its new musical across 
the ocean to Scotland with “Swordraiser 
X: Curiosity Kilt the Cat,” a fund-rais-
ing party that combines a competition 
for a sword, a theatrical premiere, ska 
music, and Scottish outfits. The night will 
send the show “Don’t Feed the Cats” to 
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, and also 
inspire audiences with a simple message 
of kindness to kitties, said the company’s 
producer.

“It’s a send-off and a celebration, but 

also a premiere for this show that we feel 
is really important and can say a lot,” 
said Karen Ng, of the Letter of Marque 
Theater Company.

The punk rock musical show was writ-
ten by Phil Nerges, based on his memoir 
“Don’t Feed the Cats in Iraq.” Nerges vio-
lated that rule while working as a military 
contractor in the war-torn country, an act 
that brought a measure of humanity to a 
difficult time, said Ng. 

“You’re in the middle of a war zone 
and you’re given all these rules. You’re 
not a fighter but you’re getting attacked. 
Part of what keeps you human and con-

nected — having a heart — is doing 
something simple like that,” Ng said. “I 
feel like a lot of us feel for our pets, and 
there’s one thing — wherever you go, 
there’s still gentle human kindness.”

The 30-minute theatrical performance 
features music from Vic Ruggiero, a 
member of ska punk band the Slackers, 
who will play with other band members 
after the show.

The event will also feature a late-night 
dance party, a costume contest with a 
feline, Scottish, or military theme, and a 
carnival-style “Game of Cups” competi-
tion to win a trophy sword. The bladed 

weapon prize is a staple of Letter of 
Marque’s annual fund-raising events, said 
Ng, and it really encourages attendees to 
join in the fun.

“It’s a unique prize that we thought 
was really cool as an incentive for people 
to really get involved, rather than just 
watching,” Ng said. “To participate and 
mingle with people, and win a sword to 
go home with.”

“Swordraiser X” at Gemini and Scorpio 
Loft [261 Douglass St. between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street in Gowanus, 
(718) 246–2211, www.lomtheater.org]. June 
16 at 7:30 pm. $10 ($5 in advance).

Fund-raiser offering a sword to kilt for

Loch Ness concert: The “Swordraiser X: Curiosity 
Kilt the Cat” fund-raiser on June 16 will feature 
a band, Scottish outfits, and a competition to 
win a sword. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Ka-ching blade
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By Alexandra Simon

Get up, stand up! Stand up 
for gay rights!

A Caribbean dance fes-
tival springing into Dumbo on June 
11 will use the music of Bob Marley 
to call out anti-gay attacks on the 
musician’s home island. The orga-
nizers of “New Traditions Festival 
2016: Dance Your Caribbean” say 
that they chose the piece “Facing 
Home: Love and Redemption,” to 
show gay members of the Caribbean 
community that they are welcome, 
and to encourage discussion of 
homophobia throughout the region.

“We invest in everyone 
Caribbean, and we want and 
desire all people to come,” said 
Candace Thompson, the founder 
of Brooklyn’s Dance Caribbean 
Collective. “Part of the festival is 
about using present concepts, our 
traditions, and issues that face the 
community — like racial profiling, 
gay deaths in Jamaica and in New 
York — to start conversations. We 
felt we could start discussion.” 

Two Jamaican-Canadian danc-
ers, Christopher Walker and Kevin 
A. Ormsby, will present “Facing 
Home” on each day of the two-day 
festival. The dance uses covers and 

remixed tracks of Marley’s music to 
highlight the Jamaican culture that 
praises Marley’s songs of equality, 
but which also discriminates against 
the gay community. Jamaica is con-
sidered one of the  most anti-gay 
countries in the world .

The festival, now in its sec-
ond year, will also showcase work 
by Caribbean dancers and danc-
ing companies based in New York 
City. 

One Brooklyn dancer said that 
her piece will also deal with social 
issues, focusing on the Haitian 
immigration crisis of the 1980s.

“It’s about the Haitian boat 
struggle,” said Jessica St. Vil. “I 
wanted to share that story because 
it’s something that’s part of the his-
tory of Haitian people in the United 
States — a lot of people don’t know 
about that story and it’s important 
to share that.” 

A discussion with the audience 
will follow each performance. 

“New Traditions 2016: Dance 
Your Caribbean” at Gelsey Kirkland 
Arts Center [29 Jay St. in Dumbo, 
(347) 455–6357, www.dancecarib-
beancollective.com]. June 11 at 7:30 
pm; June 12 at 6 pm. $18–$50.

By Lauren Gill

They are hitting the high 
notes! 

Brooklyn’s 10 best 
voices will do battle in a bor-
ough-wide karaoke competi-
tion at Hill Country Barbecue 
Downtown on June 12. The final 
round of “Brooklyn Sings,” a 
singing tournament sponsored 
by Borough President Adams, 
will feature voices better suited 
to the studio than the karaoke 
stage, according to Adams’s 
press guru.

“Folks that come to the finals 
are going to see talent that is 

recording contract-worthy,” said 
Borough Hall spokesman Stefan 
Ringel. “I think there are a lot of 
hidden stars in the borough and 
they’re just looking for places 
and spaces to shine.” 

The contest began with 300 
contestants singing along to their 
favorite tunes at 28 venues around 
the borough. A team of judges 
narrowed the field to a final 10 
singers, who will vie for a chance 
to sing before a ballgame at MCU 
Park, and to take home their own 
karaoke machine. 

This is the first time Borough 

Dance uses Bob Marley tunes to fight homophobia

By Dennis Lynch

He is not just a Mad man.
The cartoonist behind 

the iconic Mad magazine 
comic strip “Spy vs. Spy” will 
unveil the full range of his illustra-
tions, paintings, and graphic novels 
at the Scott Eder Gallery in Dumbo 
on June 16. Illustrator Peter Kuper 
says that the roughly 60 pieces of 
artwork in the “Outside the Box” 
exhibit represent the “cream of the 
crop” of his work.

“It’s sort of a walk through my 
brain and its many different areas,” 
Kuper said. “This is probably the 
biggest and broadest exhibition 
I’ve had since around 2001 — it’s 
definitely the biggest show I’ve 
had for sale.”

The retrospective will feature 
26 years of Kuper’s work, includ-
ing his vibrant cover illustrations 
for national magazine such as 
Newsweek and Time, the “Spy 
vs. Spy” comics he has drawn 
since 1997, and pages from his 
many graphic novels. The founder 
of the comics anthology “World 
War 3 Illustrated” will also include 

some “valued treasures” that have 
been little-seen, including personal 
sketchbooks filled with drawings 
made during his travels, and some 
autobiographical work he said he 
should be “embarrassed to show.”

Many of those personal stories 
take place in New York. As a 
resident since the late 1970s, Kuper 
has illustrated his fair share of 
stories you could only find in New 
York, including a victorious ascent 
to the top of the Brooklyn Bridge 

in the early 1980s. The cartoonist 
said that the city has inspired his 
work.

“New York has been my num-
ber one muse — that rolls back 
to when I was a kid and visiting 
here,” Kuper said. “My uncle was 
in a production of ‘Fiddler on the 
Roof’ and my parents brought me 
here to see them and it rocked my 
world. I grew up in Cleveland, 
but I was aimed at New York 
thereafter.”

Kuper has also traveled the 
world. He spoke with this paper 
the day after returning from 
Mexico, where he taught an illus-
tration workshop and launched the 
Spanish-language version of his 
comic book “Ruins,” which fol-
lows a couple who take a two-year 
sabbatical in the southern part 
of the country, much like Kuper 
and his wife did. Illustrations 
from that graphic novel will be 
on display in Dumbo, alongside 
some Cubist-style wooden masks 
he had made while in Indonesia, 
and other art inspired by his treks 
around the globe.

“Outside the Box: A Career 
Retrospective” at Scott Eder Gallery 
[18 Bridge St., between Plymouth 
and John streets in Dumbo. (718) 

797–1100 www.scottedergallery.
com. Opening reception June 16 at 
6 pm. Show open through until Aug. 
19, Tue–Fri, 1–6 pm. Free.

Gallery shows range of Mad magazine artist
THE SPY GUY

These songs of freedom

Championship belt

Inspiration: Peter Kuper called New 
York his “number one muse,” although-
his latest work focuses on a two-year 
sabbatical he took in Mexico. Holly Kuper

With a bang: Kuper has drawn the “Spy vs. Spy” comic for Mad Magazine since 
1997. These panels are part of a complete strip that will be on display at Scott Eder 
Gallery, starting on June 16. Peter Kuper

To the left: Dancers put their hands up as they perform “Facing Home: Love and 
Redemption,” a dance piece that contrasts Bob Marley’s inspirational music with 
Jamaica’s homophobic culture. Tehnan Ketema

Tune it up: A karaoke king holds up the microphone in triumph, after competing 
at Mo’s Fort Greene. Brooklyn Borough President’s office

Continued on page 40
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FULL BAR
SICILIAN COMFORT

FOOD
New Spring Menu featuring

Tumminia - Ancient Sicilian Grain Pasta

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

th Avenue /corner of Union St./

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  (indoors in case of rain) 
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn, NY

www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

HHHOOOTTT SSUUUMMMMMEERR  NNNIGGGGHHHTTSSS
Free Outdoor Concert Series

JULY 16    8:00 PM
TTTAAAMMMMMMMMMYYYY MMMCCCCCCAAAANNNNNN 

&&& TTHHEEE SSSHHAAARRPP 
RRRAAADDDWWWWWAAAAYYYY BBBIIIGGG  BBBBAAANNNDDD

JULY  9    8:00 PM
DDDDAAAVVVIIINNNNAAAA AAANNDDDD 

TTTHHHHEEE VVVAAAGGGGAAAABBBOOONNNDDDSS

JULY 23    8:00 PM
SSSSVVVEEEETTTTLLLLAAAANNNAAAA &&&&&  TTTTHHHEEE 

DDDEEEELLLAAANNNNNCCCCEEEEYYYY SSSIIIXXX
With Special Guest Tap Star 
Michela Marino Lerman!

JULY 2    8:00 PM
TTHHEE GGLEENNN CCRRYYYTTZZZEEER ORRCHHESSTTRRAA

With Special Guest Lindy Hoppers from the Syncopated City Dance Company!

SPONSORED BY BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT ERIC L. ADAMS

JU
LY 

20
16

Choice Of Appetizer

Fresh Fruit Plate             
Garden Greens Salad                  
Soup Du Jour               

Choice Of Entree
French Toast 
With Ham, Bacon and Sausage

Eggs Benedict 
Toasted English Muffin 
With Canadian Bacon, Poached Eggs
Hollandaise Sauce And Home Fries

Sliced Steak Scrambled Eggs  
and Home Fries
Penne Ala Vodka

Grilled Chicken with Caesar 
Salad and French Fries

Buttermilk Pancakes, with 
Ham, Bacon, and Sausage       

Fluffy Scrambled Eggs 
With Ham, Bacon, Sausage and Home Fries

 Desserts
Chocolate Mousse                            
Apple Strudel
Ice Cream Or Sherbet                    
Fresh Fruit Plate

 Beverages

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

Caesar Salad              
Fried Calamari    
Penne Ala Vodka
Dinner Salad             
Stuffed Mushrooms           
Lobster Bisque

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE

Roast Loin Of Pork
With Baconkraut and Bass Ale Gravy

Broiled Salmon
With Lime Saffron Sauce

Boneless Breast of Chicken Fran-
caise
Egg Battered, Sautéed With White Wine, 
Lemon, Shallots and Butter

Grilled Boneless Shell Steak 
($10.00 Extra) With Herb Butter

Shrimp Sautéed Scampi Style
Lemon, White Wine Garlic, Butter

Chicken Rolletine
Prosciutto, Fresh Mozzarella, Mushroom 
Marsala Sauce
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and 
Fresh Vegetable

  DESSERT

Chocolate Mousse Cheesecake           
Seasonal Fresh Fruit            
Apple Strudel 

                             

 COFFEE OR TEA

Father’s Day Champagne Brunch

Father’s Day Dinner

CHILDREN’S MENU
Fresh Fruit Plate 

Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets
Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

$1895

$32pp

$26pp

7717 3rd Ave, Bay Ridge 
Valet Parking 

(718) 989-8952

+Tax and 
Gratuity

+Tax and 
Gratuity
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By Julianne Cuba

They can jam with the console 
cowboys in cyberspace!

A team of code jockeys will 
try to save America’s online world in 
a new play that spoofs the cheesy 
cyber-thrillers of the 1990s. “USA_
HACK,” debuting at the Annoyance 
Theatre in Williamsburg on June 17, 
flashes back to the days of dial-up 
service to highlight the best — and 
worst — aspects of computing during 
the internet’s early iteration, said the 
theater’s executive director.

“We’re both making fun of it and 
totally embracing it,” said Philip 
Markle. “The dial-up modem, and 
‘you’ve got mail!’ and Microsoft’s 
Clippy. I came of age during the inter-
net and I remember all these things 
so vividly.”

The show follows a team from 
the United States of America’s 
Headquarters for Authorizing 
Computerized Knowledge (or “USA_
HACK”) as they defend the internet 
from devious foes. Just like the hack-
ers in ’90s flicks such as “Swordfish,” 
“Mission Impossible,” and, of course, 
“Hackers,” each member of the cyber-
gang comes with a specific, inex-
plicable skill — such as automobile 
master or seduction virtuoso. 

“Every character has this arche-
type — he’s the hacker, she’s the spy,”  
said Markle.

One character, played by the 
show’s writer, breaks out the roller-

blades to mimic the young Angelina 
Jolie and Jonny Lee Miller from 
“Hackers” — although he is not quite 
as stable on his wheels as that pair, 
said Zachary DiLanzo.

“It doesn’t make sense why I’m on 
rollerblades, really,” he said. “I almost 
fall in each episode.”

The two-hour play features a 
cast of comedians, who break up the 
cyber-seriousness of the plot with 
good puns, said Markle.

“And by good, I mean they are 
atrociously bad,” he said. 

Here is one from actor Joe Rumrill: 
“Y’know, I was supposed to put a 
joke about a parking garage right here 
— but I don’t have the space!”

The show originated as four serial-
ized episodes, but was so popular that 
the group turned it into a full-length, 
two-hour play —a first for the improv 
theater. In its current format, the show 
is scheduled to run for four weeks, 
but the theater may renew its online 
subscription, said Markle. 

“Right now we’re confirmed for a 
four-week run,” he said, “but hoping 
to extend for as long as we can.”

“USA_HACK” at the Annoyance 
Theatre [367 Bedford Ave. between 
S. Fifth and S. Fourth streets in 
Williamsburg, www.theannoyan-
cenewyork.com, (718) 569–7810]. 
Fridays, June 17–July 15 at 8 pm. 
$10.

By Dennis Lynch

No more sitting on the side-
lines!

Bay Ridge is brimming 
with activities this week for those will-
ing to seize the day — or the nights.

But for Friday night, kick back 
and enjoy a few laughs created by 
your fellow Brooklynites. The Art of 
Brooklyn Film Festival will screen 
seven locally-sourced short comedies 
and animated films at PS-IS 30 Mary 
White Ovington (7002 Fourth Ave. at 
Ovington Avenue), starting at 7 pm. 
Tickets are $10.

On Saturday night, warm up your 
vocal cords and pop off to Schnitzel 
Haus (7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd 
and 74th streets) at 9:30 pm for the 
most interactive live show in the 
neighborhood — the Human Karaoke 
Experience. The three-piece knows 
764 songs, and invites you to hop on 
stage to belt out any one of them. The 
band keeps playing until 1:30 am, so 
you might have time to work through 
its repertoire of Rolling Stones tunes.

On Sunday afternoon, trip light-
ly down to the Narrows Botanical 
Gardens (7029 Shore Rd. between 
71st Street and Mackay Place) to show 
off your literary side, at an open mic 
poetry jam for all ages. Poets under 
age 18 will take the grassy stage from 
2 pm to 3 pm, and adults will take 
over from 3 pm to 5 pm. You do not 

have to be the next Walt Whitman to 
join the show — you can demonstrate 
your excellent taste and oratorical 
skills by reading the work of Walt, or 
any other poet, if you so choose.

The more musically inclined may 
want to be-bop over to the Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd (7420 
Fourth Ave. between 74th Street and 
Bay Ridge Parkway) at 3 pm. The 
Children’s Chorus of Bay Ridge will 
sing a medley of tunes on the theme 
of “peace and stars,” accompanied 
by ensemble drums. But do not jump 
in yet! Once the choir stops, kids can 
get their faces painted — and you can 
seize a drum and let loose, beating out 
any last bits of energy you have left.

Then on Thursday, let local crooner 
Martin McQuade entertain you with 
a selection of Dean Martin songs to 
celebrate the legendary singer’s 99th 
birthday at Leo’s Casa Calamari 
(8602 Third Ave. at 86th Street) from 
7 pm to 10 pm. Your part can be sing-
ing “Happy Birthday” to the almost-
centenarian.

By Winnie McCroy

He is going beyond 
“Girls.”

A boom opera-
tor on the Home Box Office 
show “Girls” has created a 
documentary about a Clinton 
Hill clothier who creates 
bespoke suits for transgender 
men and other gender-variant 
people. The film “Suited,” 
screening on June 16 as part 
of the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music’s Cinemafest, follows 
a number of clients of the 
tailoring company Bindle 
and Keep in order to show 
the links between fashion 
and identity, said the film’s 
director.

“It is about self-realization 
and empowerment. I thought 
that if the audience cared 
about the characters enough, 
these moments would be 
very powerful to witness,” 
said Jason Benjamin.

He made the film while 
on breaks from record-
ing sound for the popular 
cable series about Brooklyn 
women in their 20s. “Girls” 
creators Lena Dunham and 
Jenni Konner contributed 
their own money to the proj-
ect so Benjamin could shoot 
a sample reel, later expanded 
into a feature-length film.

In his documentary, 
Benjamin conducts in-depth 
interviews with Derek, 
who needs a wedding suit; 
Aiden, a transgender boy 
from Arizona whose grand-
mother convinced their rabbi 
to let him celebrate a Bar 
Mitzvah; and Jillian, a trans-
gender woman attorney who 

needs a power suit for an 
upcoming case.

Rather than focusing 
on how the suits are made, 
the documentary looks at 
the way that clothing cre-
ates a desired self-image. 
Benjamin said that the skills 
of the Bindle and Keep tai-
lors go beyond their talent 
with a needle. 

“What struck me was the 
amount of emotional intel-
ligence it takes to make a 
suit that someone feels com-
fortable in,” said Benjamin. 
“It’s not just taking mea-
surements and picking fab-
ric, it’s about understanding 
how people feel about their 
bodies. Many people can 
make a suit, but not many 
can be emotionally available 
enough to make someone 
feel comfortable.”

Benjamin wants the doc-
umentary to contribute to 
people’s understanding of 
the transgender community 
and of gender fluidity.

“I hope the film is seen by 
young people who are tak-
ing this journey, those who 
know them, and the parents 
of gender-nonconforming 
people,” said Benjamin. “I 
hope it provides a possible 
model of success for those 
who are dealing with this in 
their lives.”

“Suited” at BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. June 16 at 7 
pm. $16. It will also screen on 
HBO on June 20. 

Doc about trans tailoring 
filmed by a ‘Girls’ staffer

Comic play spoofs hacker films of the ’90s

Strong suit

MODEM TIMES

Bay Ridge Nights wants you!

Hack the planet!: It is up to Jack Hack, played by Sebastian DiNatale, and Winona 
Firefly (WiFi), played by Betsy Kenney, to save the internet in “USA_HACK,” opening in 
Williamsburg on June 17. Taylor Burton

Measure for measure: Rae Tutera, of the Clinton Hill suit company 
Bindle and Keep, measures a client for an outfit in the documentary 
“Suited,” screening at BAM on June 16. JoJo Whilden
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SAT, JUNE 11
MUSIC, NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Jerry Ri-
vera, Sonora Ponceña, 
Tito Rojas, Los Ado-
lecentes, and more. 
$70–$130. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 14
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND 

THE MACHINE: $50–
$130. 7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 15
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND 

THE MACHINE: $50–
$130. 7:30 pm.

THU, JUNE 23
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT 

2016: $20. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 25
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
Keith “One Time” Thur-
man faces “Showtime” 
Shawn Porter. $49–
$500. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 8
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO 

AND NICK JONAS: 
$40–$126. 7 pm.

SAT, JULY 9
MUSIC, NEW EDITION 

AND KENNY ‘BABY-
FACE’ EDMONDS: 
$59–$150. 8 pm.

THU, JULY 21
SPORTS, ROC NATION 

SUMMER CLASSIC 
CHARITY BASKETBALL 
GAME: $16–$155. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, ONE AFRICA 

MUSIC FEST: With Wiz-
kid, Davido, Diamond 
Platnumz, Stonebwoy, 
Flavour, and more. $65–
$155. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 23
EVENT, TAPPED — THE 

ULTIMATE CRAFT 
BEER FESTIVAL: $42. 
12:30 pm and 5 pm.

TUE, JULY 26
MUSIC, G-EAZY AND 

LOGIC: $40–$125. 7 
pm.

THU, JULY 28
MUSIC, LAURA PAUSINI: 

$75–$150. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 3
EVENT, HILLSONG CON-

FERENCE 2016: A 
conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

THU, AUG 4
EVENT, HILLSONG CON-

FERENCE 2016: A 
conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

FRI, AUG 5
EVENT, HILLSONG CON-

FERENCE 2016: A 
conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

TUE, AUG 9
TALK, BEYOND SPORT 

UNITED 2016: A con-
versation about making 
sports more inclusive. 
$495. 8 am.

THU, AUG 11
MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-

ISAND: $105–$615. 8 
pm.

SAT, AUG 13
MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-

ISAND: $105–$615. 8 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Ex machina: The dog days will be over once Florence and the 
Machine take over Barclays Center on June 14 and 15. 
 Anaïs Chaine

FRI, JUNE 10
RED HOOK FEST COMMU-

NITY COOKOUT AND 
DANCE PARTY: A celebra-
tion of Red Hook with free 
food and music, games, 
and activities for kids. 
Free. 6–8 pm. PS 15 Play-
ground (71 Sullivan St. be-
tween Van Brunt and Rich-
ards streets in Red Hook), 
dtetc.org/red-hook-fest. 

“SEUSSICAL JR.”: The kids 
of Brooklyn Acting Lab’s 
Junior Musical Ensemble 
present a musical adven-
ture following Horton the 
Elephant and his friend 
Jojo the Who. $15. 6:30 
pm. The Actors Fund Arts 
Center [160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and 
Hoyt streets in Downtown, 
(718) 238–8383], www.
brooklynactinglab.org.

“FINDING NEMO”: Alamo 
Drafthouse hosts a screen-
ing of the Pixar animated 
fl ick. Free. 6:30 pm. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Center 
[Enter park at Myrtle Av-
enue and Washington Park 
in Fort Greene, (718) 722–
3218], www.drafthouse.
com/nyc. 

BALLET PERFORMANCE 
AND FUND RAISER: Cov-
enant Ballet Junior Com-
pany perform works made 
with students from Murrow 
High School’s Dance En-
semble. Call for tickets. 7 
pm. Edward R. Murrow HS 
[1600 Ave. L in Midwood, 
(718) 891–6199], www.cov-
enantballet.org. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
Smith Street Stage pres-
ents Shakespeare classic 
story of love, magic, and 
revenge, all set on a mys-
terious enchanted island. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Carroll Park 
(Smith Street between Car-
roll and President streets 
in Carroll Gardens), www.
smithstreetstage.org. 

THEATER, “SALOME ON 
THE ROCKS”: A mod-
ern adaptation of Oscar 
Wilde’s tragedy of King 
Herod’s stepdaughter, up-
dated to the current socio-
political scene. $20. 8 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge 
[290 Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

SAT, JUNE 11
BROOKLYN PRIDE PARADE: 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender Brooklynites 
have a party and twilight 
parade down Fifth Avenue, 
from Lincoln Place to Ninth 
Street. Free. 7:30 pm. Fifth 
Avenue at Lincoln Place, 
brooklynpride.org. 

MUSIC, RED HOOK FEST 
MAINSTAGE PERFOR-
MANCES: Live music and 
dance on the Brooklyn 
waterfront, with perfor-
mances by Meta and the 
Cornerstones, Francine E. 
Ott, The Walk, Max Pol-
lak and Rumbatap, and 
more. Also free kayak 
rides, drawing activities, 
and a trivia contest. Free. 
Noon–7 pm. Louis J. Valen-
tino, Jr. Park and Pier (Cof-
fey Street and Ferris Street 
in Red Hook), dtetc.org/
red-hook-fest. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, June 
10. 

GARDENING WORKSHOP: 

Children learn why water 
is good for plants and all 
about seeds. Free. 10 am 
and 2 pm. East 43rd Street 
Block Association Garden 
[1087 E. 43rd St. in Flat-
bush, 311], www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

KINGS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HEALTH EXPO: Health 
and fi tness screenings, 
children’s activities, infor-
mation on exercise classes 
and spiritual health, and 
free giveaways. Free. 11 
am–4 pm. Kings Church of 
Christ [1371 Rogers Ave. at 
Farragut Road in Flatbush, 
(718) 859–8683], www.
kingschurch.org. 

A BANDOLIER OF BARDS: 
The Word Cabaret pres-
ents a variety of Brooklyn-
based wordsmiths who 
will read and perform their 
work on the second-fl oor 
performance stage of the 
Brooklyn Waterfront Art-
ists Coalition show. Free. 
4 pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van 
Brunt St., near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 596–
2506], www.bwac.org. 

OUTDOORS, SALTWATER 
FISHING: All equipment is 
provided. For ages 8 years 
and older. Free. 2 pm. 
American Veterans Memo-
rial Pier [Shore Rd. and 
69th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 421–2021], www.ny-
cgovparks.org. 

DAN ZANES’ LEAD BELLY 
PROJECT AND TA-DA! 
YOUTH THEATER: Music 
and theater honoring the 
100th birthday of Ezra 
Jack Keats, who intro-
duced characters of color 
to mainstream children’s 
literature. Free. 4 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

SUN, JUNE 12
MUSIC, SCHOOL OF ROCK 

CONCERT: Kids and teens 
perform some of the big-
gest hits in music history. 
$10 (kids free). Noon–6 
pm. The Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in 

Gowanus, (347) 844–9363], 
brooklyn.schoolofrock.
com. 

BLOCK PARTY: The Transit 
Museum holds a party with 
games, free admission, and 
a vintage bus fl eet. Free. 
Noon–5 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

READING, STORY TIME 
WITH CARON LEVIS: 
Come and read “Ida, Al-
ways.” Free. 11:30 am to 
12:30 pm. powerHouse 
on 8th [1111 Eighth Ave. 
between 11th and 12th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

READING, POETS IN THE 
PARK: Poets under age 
18 read from 2–3 pm, with 
adult poets taking the 
grassy stage from 3–5 
pm. Free. 2 pm. Narrows 
Botanical Garden (Shore 
Road between Bay Ridge 
Avenue and 72nd Street 
in Bay Ridge), www.nar-
rowsbg.org. 

MON, JUNE 13
FILM, “AFRIPEDIA,” DJ 

HARD HITTIN’ HARRY: A 
screening of three short 
documentaries about artis-
tic communities in Ghana, 
Kenya, and Senegal. Free. 
7–10 pm. Saratoga Park 
(Howard Avenue at Dean 
Street in Brownsville), 
www.SummerStage.org. 

COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-
OTHER”: Hosted by 
Ophira Eisenberg, this 
rambunctious hour blends 
brainteasers and local pub 
trivia night with comedy 
and music. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

THEATER, “SALOME ON 
THE ROCKS”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, June 10. 

TUES, JUNE 14
READING, EMMA CLINE: 

In her novel “The Girls,” 
Cline tells the story of 
girls who joined the Man-
son Family. Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

MUSIC, CHAIRLIFT: The pop 
duo performs as part of 
the Summerstage series. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Red Hook 
Park [155 Bay St. at Clinton 
Street in Red Hook, www.
SummerStage.org]. 

DANCE, YOSHIKO CHUMA 
AND THE SCHOOL OF 
HARD KNOCKS: The 
dancer and performance 
collective use dance to tell 
a story about a Syrian refu-
gee. $20 ($15 in advance). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

WED, JUNE 15
MUSIC, JUST BLAZE AND 

FRIENDS: The hip hop pro-
ducer performs with spe-
cial guests as part of the 
Summerstage series. Free. 
7–9 pm. Coffey Park [Ve-
rona Street between Rich-
ard and Dwight streets, 
www.SummerStage.org]. 

COMEDY, MILLION DOL-
LAR BASEMENT COM-
EDY SHOW: Hosts David 
Piccolomini and Jacob 
Galang present a fantastic 
and very valuable comedy 
show. Free. 8:30 pm. Hal-
yards [406 Third Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Gowanus, 
(718) 532–8787], www.bar-
halyards.com. 

THURS, JUNE 16
MUSIC, BLONDE REDHEAD: 

Free. 7–9 pm. Red Hook 
Park [Coffey Park [Verona 
Street between Richard 
and Dwight streets, www.
SummerStage.org. 

MUSIC, HAPPY 99TH BIRTH-
DAY, DINO!: Martin Mc-
Quade celebrates Dean 
Martin’s 99th birthday with 
a tribute concert. Free. 7 
pm. Leo’s Casa Calamari 
[8602 Third Ave. at 86th 
St. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
921–1900]. 

COMEDY, RIGHT NOW! 
WITH CAROLYN CAS-
TIGLIA: A live late-night 
feminist talk-show, with 
guests Sasheer Zamata 
and Grammy Winner Anna 
Wise. $12 ($10 in advance). 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com.  

FRI, JUNE 17
FILM, “DIRTY DANCING” 

AND DANCE AFTER-
PARTY: A screening of the 
1987 classic, followed by  
a live DJ, lunch, and danc-
ing. Free for those 65 and 
older. 10 am. BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Lafayatte Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

FAMILY, BI-LINGUAL SING-
ALONG: Kindie rocker 
Lloyd Miller hosts a sing-
along with guest 123 An-

Continued on page 40

Sea you soon!: Coney Island’s Mermaid Parade is coming! 
Costumed revelers will sail along Surf Avenue on June 18, so 
you should start on your outfit now if you want to compete 
with these sirens. Norman Blake
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dres for kids 2 years and 
older. $10 per family. 11 
am. The Lark Cafe (1007 
Church Ave. in Ditmas 
Park), www.larkcafe.com. 

ST. EPHRAM’S CLASS OF 
1966 REUNION DINNER: 
To celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of graduating from 
St. Ephram’s Elementary 
School, alumni will have 
a dinner party. RSVP to 
John Dunne at StEphrem-
sClass66@aol.com. $65. 7 
pm. New Corner Restau-
rant (7201 Eighth Ave. at 
72nd Street in Bay Ridge). 

When you’ve got 90 years of expe-
rience, you know how to throw awe-
some parties.

Their grandparents may have 
started Sirico’s Catering, but two 
cousins, Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep these parties 
going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to 
be done? Your life just got easier 
because everything you need is co-
ordinated by Sirico’s in-house wed-
ding planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get married 
here? Say the word, and the planner 
will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be 
good. With customized menus for 
every taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and food in a 
separate room for the cocktail hour, 
then make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, 
hip, gets the party started, and 
keeps it moving all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will 
be treasured for a lifetime, so Siri-
co’s works with proven photogra-
phers and videographers who make 
sure special moments are captured. 
The beautiful gardens and active 
fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the 
mood and atmosphere, so color-co-
ordinate your event with an LED 
lighting package. It can match your 
wedding colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright blue 

sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because 
Sirico’s party planner has your 
back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where the 
guest of honor can wait with friends 
before the introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the 
place where teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina coladas, straw-
berry daiquiris, and frozen sensa-
tions.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun 
food, customize designed to taste. 
Among the offerings: taco stations, 
a mashed potato bar, and sliders. 
For dessert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, and Siri-
co’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-
house designs and decorations, tai-
lored to teens. Balloon center pieces 
are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls 
for unique needs, and Sirico’s ac-
commodates them all. Whether it’s 
an anniversary, retirement, Com-
munion, Confirmation, corporate 
event, or other special occasion, Sir-
ico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can 
accommodate up to 100, 200, and 300 
people. Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.

between 80th and 81st streets in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.
siricos.net]. Open Tuesdays through 
Sundays, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

Continued from page 39 SAT, JUNE 18
OUTDOORS, 34TH ANNUAL 

MERMAID PARADE: 
Thousands will crowd to 
see the mermaids and 
mythical fi gures at the an-
nual parade through the 
People’s Playground. Free. 
1 pm. Surf Avenue from 
W. 21st Street to W. 10th 
Street. www.coneyisland.
com.

MUSIC, BURGER BEACH 
BASH: Immediately follow-
ing the Mermaid Parade, 
Burger Records holds a 
music festival with dozens 

of bands. $15. 3–9 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

READING, “SO CLOSE” 
BOOK RELEASE PARTY: 
Emma McLaughlin and Ni-
cola Kraus, authors of the 
best-selling “The Nanny 
Diaries,” launch their lat-
est book. Free. 4 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

SPORTS, WRESTLING: Get 
ready for the fi ght of the 
century when wrestling 
comes to Our Lady of 
Grace. $20. 6:30 pm. Our 
Lady of Grace Cutrone 
Gym [385 Ave. W and E. 
Third Street in Gravesend, 
(718) 627–2020]. 

Hall has held the vocal chal-
lenge, which Brooklyn’s 
commander-in-chief dreamt 
up as a way to bring people 
together over one of the 
Kings County’s most cher-
ished pastimes— belting out 
the hits.

“Karaoke is one of these 
activities that really brings 
people together across dif-

ferent backgrounds. There 
are few things like being at 
your local watering hole and 
cheering on an old friend of 
a new one as they’re singing 
their heart out,” Ringel said. 
“It’s been one of the most 
universally exciting events.”

At the launch of the 
competition, the Borough 
President himself sang some 
of Frank Sinatra’s Empire 
State anthem “New York, 
New York.” Ringel refused 
to confirm whether Adams 

will sing at the competi-
tion’s climax, but said that 
the Beep definitely has one-
of-a-kind pipes. 

“He was the best 
Brooklyn Borough President 
to sing at the competition,” 
said Ringel. 

“Brooklyn Sings” show-
down at Hill Country 
Barbecue (345 Adams 
St. at Willoughby Street 
Downtown, www.brooklyn-
usa.org/karaoke). June 12 at 
7 pm. Free.

KARAOKE
Continued from page 36 
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984 
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712-4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833-8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11252, (718) 765-7368
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thavefl orist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysfl orist.gmail.com, www.18thavefl owers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or
 (718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209

5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497-5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY LAURA AMATO
Tyreek Jewell never pictured 
himself as a Division I basket-
ball player. 

That changed in 2014 when 
the Bronx native committed to 
St. Francis after two seasons 
at Jamestown Community 
College. He never imagined 
he’d play professional basket-
ball either. Now, he’s hoping 
that changes, as well. 

Jewell, who graduated 
from St. Francis this spring, 
signed a contract with Kouros 
Basketball Agency on May 24 
and is now playing the profes-
sional waiting game, hoping 
to start his career in Europe 
in the next few weeks. 

“Playing in New York is 
obviously something a lot of 
people dream about,” Jewell 
said. “I didn’t expect to get 
that much media attention. I 
didn’t even know St. Francis 
until the last season of my [ju-
nior college] career. It’s all just 
been kind of amazing.”

Jewell was pleasantly sur-

prised during his senior sea-
son, when several agents ap-
proached him about playing 
at the next level. He had been 
in contact with Kouros for 
months, however, and felt most 
comfortable with the agency. 
It led to a contract just a few 
days after he walked across 
the graduation stage. 

Jewell is hoping the deci-
sion pays off sooner rather 
than later. Kouros is a full-ser-
vice International Basketball 
Federation-licensed agency 
for professional basketball 
players based out of Greece, 
and Jewell expects to land on 
the shores of the Mediterra-
nean as soon as possible. 

“People had been talking to 
me on Facebook, actually, that 
they had enjoyed watching me 
and wanted to speak to me af-
ter the season,” Jewell said. “I 
had been speaking to the guys 
from Greece since about Jan-
uary, so I was more comfort-
able. I felt the connection.”

BY LAURA AMATO
William Navarro refused to 
breathe unless it was a sigh 
of relief.

The Nazareth senior 
caught the game-winning out 
against Monsignor Scanlan 
on June 2, sealing the Kings-
men’s second victory over 
the team in as many days and 
bringing home the Catholic 
High School Athletic Associ-
ation Class A baseball title. 

Navarro was an asset all 
week long — he threw 155 
pitches in Nazareth’s 9–8 
game-one victory on June 1, 
shutting down the Crusad-
ers’ seventh-inning rally, and 
the next day, he connected on 
the game-winning hit and the 
victory-clinching catch.

“I just saw the ball go up 
and knew I had to get under-
neath it — no matter where it 
was,” Navarro said. “When I 
caught it, it was a sigh of re-
lief.”

It’s a major victory for 
Nazareth, which had lost in 
the fi nal in the last two sea-
sons. The Kingsmen (18–1) 
never lost faith this season 
though, and even after drop-
ping into the tournament’s 
losers’ bracket, Nazareth 
wasn’t willing to accept any-
thing but a championship. 

“It’s unbelievable,” Kings-
men coach Oggie Quiles said. 
“Those six seniors, we came 
from nothing. We used to use 
the song, ‘We started from 
the bottom, now we’re here.’ 

They just played so hard.”
The Kingsmen still faced 

plenty of obstacles along the 
way. Scanlan (12–7) nearly 
rallied for a victory in game 
one, but Navarro was able to 
work out of the jam, strand-
ing two runners on base. 

Game two wasn’t any eas-
ier. 

The Crusaders jumped 
out to a three-run lead as Nel-
son Rodriguez drove in a run 
with a single in the bottom of 
the third inning. Rodriguez’s 
hit didn’t just hurt the Kings-
men on the scoreboard. It 
also hurt them on the mound 
— the ball bounced in front of 
pitcher Rolando Alvarez, hit 
him in the knee, and forced 

Continued on page 45

Continued on page 45

• ‘I just saw the ball go up 
and knew I had to get 
underneath it.’

• ‘I didn’t expect to 
get that much 
media attention.’

— Nazareth’s William Navarro on his  
tournament-clinching catch.

— Tyreek Jewell on how playing for 
St. Francis helped his pro career.

St. Francis star eyes shot at pros

JEWEL OF THE COURT: St. Francis star Tyreek Jewell is hoping to jump-start a pro career overseas after 
averaging 12.4 points with the Terriers this year. Photo by Lisa T Yen

BIG SWING: Nazareth’s Mike Silva looks to put the ball in play. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Nazareth clinches Catholic 
‘A’ title in dramatic fashion
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BY LAURA AMATO
The time is now.

Midwood baseball coach 
Saverio Nardone promised 
his team it would compete for 
a championship — and now 
it’s happening. The Hornets 
squad will make its fi rst-ever 
Public School Athletic League 
championship appearance on 
June 13 at Yankee Stadium, 
facing off against top-seeded 
Tottenville in the AAA fi nal. 

“When I came in last year, 
the fi rst thing I told these boys 
was that my goal was to win a 
city championship and hang 
a banner,” said Nardone, who 
is in his second year with the 
program. “We’ve been breed-
ing that championship cul-
ture from the second I walked 
in, and the kids bought into it. 
They bought into that team 
culture, and here we are.”

Nardone may have prom-
ised his team an opportunity 
at a city championship, but it 
hasn’t been an easy road for 
Midwood this year. In fact, 
the group’s most recent post-
season matchup presented 
some of the most challenging 
on-fi eld moments. 

The Hornets cruised to a 
12–0 victory over Fort Ham-
ilton in game one of the best-
of-three semifi nal series, but 
dropped game two, falling 5–3 

after the Tigers rallied late. 
And things only got cra-

zier after that. 
Fort Hamilton jumped out 

to a 2–1 lead in the rubber 
match on June 5 before offi -
cials suspended the game in 

BY LAURA AMATO
Melvin Martinez couldn’t walk 
away from his team. 

The Grand Street Campus 
baseball coach stood in front 
of his players with tears in his 
eyes, unable to put into words 
how proud he was of them. It 
wasn’t easy, but Martinez did 
his best to express just how 
much this season meant to 
him — and how disappointed 
he was that it was over. 

The Wolves dropped a 2–0 
decision to visiting Totten-
ville in the Public School Ath-
letic League AAA semifi nals 
on June 4, ending a season 
that exceeded expectations. 
Grand Street also lost 7–5 to 
the Pirates on June 3 in the 
fi rst game of the best-of-three 
series. 

“I always thank the lord 
that we get the opportunity to 
be one of the last teams stand-
ing,” Martinez said. “That’s 

something you can’t take for 
granted. This is our fi fth year 
in the last six that we’ve made 
it to the semifi nals. I know a 
lot of teams wish they could 

have that opportunity. We con-
tinue to raise the bar here.”

Martinez had nothing but 
good things to say for his play-
ers after the loss, citing their 
lack of mistakes and ability to 
put bat on ball throughout the 
matchup. In the end, it came 
down to one play. 

Tottenville’s Chris Mer-
cado connected on the game-
winning hit in the bottom 
of the sixth inning, driving 
in both runs and snapping a 
pitcher’s duel that had been 
nothing short of impressive. 

“I’ve been hitting the ball, 
it’s just been right to the fi eld-
ers,” Mercado said. “Finally I 
found a hole and it felt good. 
Both of my hits were in the 
same exact spot.”

As soon as bat hit ball, 
Grand Street (15–4) pitcher 
Jose Perez knew this was, 
likely, the game-changer. 

Midwood is headed to 
fi rst city championship

Grand Street baseball falls in semis

 BY LAURA AMATO
Gabriel Hernandez thrives 
on pressure. 

He wants his teammates 
to count on him, to step up in 
that crucial game-changing 
moment and make a play. So 
far, the Brooklyn native is do-
ing a pretty good job of living 
out his dream. Hernandez, 
who graduated from Xaver-
ian High School in 2012, is 
currently in his senior year 
at Boston College, and he’s 
having the time of his life. 
A do-it-all player for the Ea-
gles, Hernandez has found 
his niche with the Boston 
College baseball team and 
has become a crucial cog in 
the squad’s postseason run. 

“It’s been a blast to be 
quite honest,” Hernandez 
said. “The guys on the team 
have come together. We’ve 
all accepted each others’ 
roles. It’s awesome. It’s fun 
to be a part of.”

Boston College surprised 
plenty of people when the 
Eagles claimed the Oxford 
Regional Championship, de-
feating Tulane 6–3 on June 5 
to advance to the program’s 
fi rst-ever Super Regional in 
the National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association baseball 
tournament. 

Hernandez, however, 
wasn’t surprised. He’s 
been around this team long 
enough to know that it was 
only a matter of time before 
the Eagles broke into the 
national spotlight. Over the 
course of his four years with 
the program, Hernandez has 
seen Boston College evolve 
from a team that won just a 
handful of games to a squad 
that can hold its own with 
some of the biggest names in 
the sport. 

“My freshman year was 
very diffi cult, because we 
only won 12 games, but our 
coaches always empha-
size the process,” Hernan-
dez said. “We’ve done just 
that. We believe in one an-
other, and that’s the reason 
we’ve gotten to the Super Re-
gional.”

Boston College’s baseball 
program has found its foot-
ing over the last few years, 
but Hernandez has noticed 
his own game improve, as 
well. Baseball is in the for-
mer Clippers star’s blood, af-
ter all. Two of Hernandez’s 
brothers were selected in 
the Major League Baseball 
draft, and Hernandez has to 
admit that he sometimes felt 
the pressure to perform on 
the diamond. 

This year, however, has 
been different. 

Hernandez is more com-
fortable than ever, and it’s 
shown in his stats. In 47 reg-
ular-season games, Hernan-
dez racked up 22 hits, 13 runs, 
four doubles, and two home 
runs. He committed just four 
errors in the fi eld, playing 
several positions, including 
left fi eld and third base. Her-
nandez is also eighth in pro-
gram history with 17 sacri-
fi ce hits.

“I’m a kid that’s going to 
drop a bunt down or try and 
steal a bag,” Hernandez said. 
“Those are the tools I’ve had 
to use to help contribute to 
us winning. I’m more con-
fi dent now, believing in the 
coaches and believing in my 
team. That’s been crucial.”

Hernandez doesn’t know 
where the future will take 
him. He’s already graduated 
with a degree in applied psy-

Former Xaverian 
star fi nding niche 

STEP INTO IT: Midwood junior Nicolas Cardieri is one of several Hornets 
leaders who have jump-started the squad to its fi rst-ever championship 
berth this spring. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

HE TRIED: Grand Street senior 
pitcher Jose Perez racked up fi ve 
strikeouts in the 2-0 loss to Totten-
ville on June 3. 
 Community News Group / Laura Amato

BROOKLYN TO BOSTON: Brooklyn native Gabriel Hernandez has seen 
his game evolve throughout his college career with the Boston Col-
lege baseball team. Boston College Athletics

Continued on page 45Continued on page 45

Continued on page 45
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A standout defender during his ju-
nior season, Jewell added an offensive 
layer to his game this year, averaging 
12.4 points and 2.4 assists per game. 
His on-court evolution isn’t over yet, 
and Jewell has started transitioning 
from a shooting guard to point guard, 
working on his passing and ability to 
spread the ball around the court. He’s 
hoping the shift will make him even 
more appealing to pro squads. 

“I’ve been trying to work on get-
ting my team the ball more,” Jewell 
said. “The pick and roll and knowing 
when to shoot the ball and getting ev-

eryone involved. I talk to my agent ev-
ery day or two, and he’s told me not to 
worry about it. He promised me that 
he’ll get me a job — I just don’t know 
where yet.”

Jewell is doing his best to savor ev-
ery moment of the process. He’s never 
worked harder, never been more ex-
hausted and — most importantly — 
never been more excited. 

He may never have pictured him-
self as a pro, but now that he’s on his 
career’s doorstep, Jewell is ready to 
let his expectations fl y sky-high. 

“I’m very excited,” Jewell said. 
“I’ve never really traveled — and then 
there’s basketball. It’s like a dream 
come true, and I hope I can use this to 
keep reaching to a higher level.”

Continued from page 43 

JEWELL

him out of the game. 
“We were a little defl ated at the 

moment,” Quiles said. “But we came 
back in the dugout, and Rolando told 
them all, ‘We’ve got this.’ We just 
said, ‘Let’s get this for Rolando.’ ”

Shamariah McCullough took 
over pitching duties for Nazareth. 
He wasn’t expecting to hear his 
name until later in the game, but the 
junior delivered when called. Mc-
Cullough threw four-and-one-third 
innings, giving up just one hit. 

“When they called my name, my 
heart defi nitely dropped — I was 
nervous,” McCullough said. “I was 
locating my fastball and the curve-
ball. We just tried to stay on the out-
side corner.”

McCullough managed to keep 
the Kingsmen in the game, and the 
Nazareth lineup answered the call 
at the plate, taking advantage of 
late-game Scanlan errors to get on 

the board. 
Nazareth loaded the bases in the 

bottom of the fourth after back-to-
back dropped third strikes, scoring 
two runs on a fi elder’s choice. Na-
varro then cemented himself in the 
Nazareth history books, blasting a 
two-run single in the next inning to 
give the Kingsmen squad a lead it 
would never again surrender. 

“I fi gured I got a hit in the last in-
ning, so he might come at me with a 
fastball, and I sat back and waited 
for it,” Navarro said. “We’re beyond 
resilient. We’ll just take any oppor-
tunity we can to get on base.”

The Kingsmen waited a long time 
to be champions, and after three 
win-or-go-home games this postsea-
son, the entire squad let out a collec-
tive breath of relief when Navarro 
caught the fi nal out. 

It was worth the wait. 
“We never thought we were 

down,” Quiles said. “We always fi nd 
a way to win. The fi rst two years, I 
cried tears of disappointment — and 
today, I cried tears of joy.”

Continued from page 43 

NAZARETH

WE ARE THE CHAMPS: Nazareth team members pose with their championship awards 
after defeating Scanlan. Photo by Robert Cole

the bottom of the fi fth inning when 
torrential rains made it impossible to 
play. The squads returned to the fi eld 
on June 6, and the Hornets team knew 
it had to change its mind set. 

“The kids know that there’s a ton of 
fi ght on this team and we have a ton of 
heart,” Nardone said. “We preach just 
staying in the moment. The kids knew 
they were going to fi ght back. “

Gavin Brien tied up the game in 
the bottom of the fi fth, and Midwood’s 
offense rallied behind the senior, en 
route to a 5–2 victory and a champion-
ship berth. 

It may have taken two days, but it’s 
exactly the kind of game that has come 
to defi ne the Hornets this season. Ev-

eryone contributed, everyone battled 
and, in the end, everyone celebrated. 

“The team has its leaders, but ev-
eryone counts on each other,” Nardone 
said. “That’s the beauty of this team. 
They play for one another. No one is 
just playing for themselves. The lead-
ers really set the example for that.”

The Hornets have fl own under 
the radar this season, but that’s all 
changed. Now, the spotlight is bright, 
and the expectations are sky-high. But 
that won’t change the way Midwood 
approaches the championship — the 
team is well aware of its underdog sta-
tus heading into Yankee Stadium, but 
the Hornets plan to use that as an ad-
vantage. After all, Nardone made his 
team a promise. 

“It means the world to them,” Nar-
done said. “It means the world to me. 
We’re going to compete.”

The senior, who racked up fi ve strike-
outs in six-and-two-thirds innings, 
couldn’t do anything but watch as the 
ball traveled down the third-base line. 
He could, however, feel his heart drop 
into his stomach. 

“I felt like everything was on — it 

was just one bad pitch, and that was 
the game,” Perez said. “I thought for a 
second it was going to go foul, but once 
it stood in, I knew.”

Grand Street did have chances to 
put runs on the board. 

The Wolves left runners stranded 
in every inning, but the team was un-
able to turn them as Tottenville’s (21–
0) defense went to work. The Pirates re-
corded a handful of big-time moments 
in the fi eld, highlighted by shortstop 
Daniel DiGeorgio’s diving catch in the 
bottom of the sixth. 

“Tottenville’s second baseman and 
shortstop, they’ve got major-league 
range,” Martinez said. “I’ve been here 
for 20 years, and they’ve got the best 
major-league range I’ve ever seen in 
two players on the same team. I tip my 
hat to Tottenville.”

It’s a diffi cult end for Grand Street, 
which graduates 11 seniors, 10 of whom 
will play at the next level. Martinez 
struggled to offi cially put an end to the 
season, standing in the infi eld with his 
team long after umps called the fi nal 
out. In the end, he told the team how 
proud he was to be its coach. In the 
end, that was enough. 

“That’s our championship,” Marti-
nez said of his seniors. “We’re chang-
ing lives here.”

chology and human development, 
but Hernandez is keeping his op-
tions open. Right now, he’s focused 
on baseball and the Eagles’ matchup 
against No. 2 Miami. If this is the end 

of his career on the fi eld, Hernandez 
is certainly going to make the most 
of it. He’s going to have some fun. 

“I constantly talk to coach about 
the future,” Hernandez said. “He’s al-
ways talking about paying attention 
to the task at hand, and that’s what 
I’m doing. I’m going to take it one day 
at a time and see what happens.”

Continued from page 44 

MIDWOOD

SLUGGER: Midwood senior center fi elder Gavin Brien has been a force for the Hornets this 
postseason, tying up the game against Fort Hamilton on June 6. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Continued from page 44 

GRAND STREET
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HERNANDEZ

BATTER UP!: Grand Street’s Kevin Urena 
does his best to keep his eye on the ball as 
the Wolves face off against Tottenville on 
June 3. Community News Group / Laura Amato
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STAY SAFE WHEN DRIVING IN WET WEATHER
ADVERTORIAL

Drivers must modify their 
driving habits when weather 
compromises their visibility 
and makes road conditions un-
safe. Rain can fall any time of 
year, but tends to be most prob-
lematic in spring. 

According to the Federal 
Highway Administration, wet 
roadways, and rain in par-
ticular, are the main cause of 
weather-related vehicle crash-
es. The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion notes that, between 2004 
and 2013, rain caused 573,784 
crashes.

To drive safely in the rain 
and avoid accidents, drivers 
should follow certain precau-
tions.

-
ers. Inspect and, if necessary 
change windshield wipers 
regularly to ensure they are 
working optimally. Always 
test wipers before driving in 
rainy weather.

-
ers. Reduced visibility is a ma-
jor contributor to wet-weather 
accidents. Drivers’ views may 
be hampered by falling pre-
cipitation and glare from wet 
roadways. Cloudy conditions 
and fog also compromise vis-
ibility. When using windshield 
wipers, turn on your head-
lights as well. This makes your 
vehicle more visible to other 
motorists and improves your 
own ability to see the road and 

pedestrians.

conditions. Roadways accumu-
late oil and engine fluids that 
can float in rainwater, creating 
slippery road surfaces. This is 
usually a problem during the 
first few hours of a rainstorm 
or in areas that receive little 
precipitation and then are 
subjected to downpours. These 
fluids make rain-soaked roads 
even more slippery. Slow down, 
leave more room between ve-
hicles and try driving in the 
tracks left by vehicles ahead.

-
motive group AAA says hydro-
planing, when the tires rise up 
on a film of water, can occur 
with as little as 1 ⁄12 inch of wa-

ter on the road. The group goes 
on to say that tires have to dis-
place a gallon of water per sec-
ond to keep the rubber meet-
ing the road. Drivers should 
reduce their speeds to corre-
spond to the amount of water 
on the roadway. New tires can 
still lose some contact with the 
roadway, even at a speed as low 
as 35 mph. Therefore, reducing 
speed and avoiding hard brak-
ing and turning sharply can 
help keep the rubber of the tire 
meeting the road.

the car’s windshield defroster/
defogger to improve visibility. 
Turn it on early and keep it on 
until the rain has stopped and 
visibility has improved.

can be frightening, but when 
skidding, resist any tempta-
tion to slam on the breaks. 
Instead, continue to look and 
drive in the direction you want 
to go and slowly ease up on the 
accelerator. 

important to maintain control 
over the vehicle in rainy con-
ditions, so avoid using cruise 
control.

inflation and tire tread levels 
can improve traction. AAA 
recommends checking tread 
depth by inserting a quar-
ter upside down into the tire 
groove. If you can see above 
Washington’s head, start 

shopping for new tires. Check 
tire pressure on all tires at 
least once a month. Get an ac-
curate reading when tires are 
cold and adjust air pressure 
accordingly.

-
ardous during good road con-
ditions and even more danger-
ous when visibility and other 
factors are compromised. 
Switch phones and other de-
vices off so you can fully focus 
on the road and other drivers. 

Rainy weather can contrib-
ute to poor driving conditions. 
Drivers should make changes 
to speed and other factors to 
make wet weather driving as 
safe as possible.


