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BY DENNIS LYNCH
The ball’s in their court.

The city must fi x Sunset 
Park’s dilapidated hand-
ball courts so the neighbor-
hood can reclaim its title 
as a mecca for the beloved 
game, players say. Tour-
nament organizers con-
tend the green space’s two 

courts are “unplayable” 
because they are so worn 
out, a problem that spiked 
 a once-thriving handball 
community there , one said.

“In the ’90s it was the 
place to be. We used to host 
tournaments there, but it’s 
died out in the last few years 
because of the conditions,” 

said Manson Berkowitz, 
who founded the East Coast 
Handball Organization and 
lives about six blocks from 
the park.

The walls are pock-
marked from years of use, 
and the rocky playing sur-
face sends balls bouncing 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The owner of embattled Park 
Slope old folks’ home Prospect 
Park Residence may lose his tony 
park-side property now that his 
creditors have come calling.

Owner Haysha Deitsch — 
 who recently settled a lawsuit 
for $3.35 million  with tenants he 
tried to  evict  in 2014 so he could 
 sell the building for $76 million  
— has defaulted on the $33.4 mil-
lion mortgage he took out to buy 
the nine-story building in 2006, 
and now a real-estate investor 
operating under the name Pros-
pect Park Holder has purchased 
the debt and is foreclosing on the 
property, court documents fi led 
in April reveal.

Deitsch’s attorney Frank Ca-
rone said he plans on fi ling a mo-
tion to dismiss the suit, but won’t 
say on what basis until he has 
done so.

But Deitsch isn’t the only one 
with something at stake.

A foreclosure would erase  $10 
million in liens that courts have 
placed on the property  as part 
of ongoing wrongful death suits 
fi led by the families of seniors 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Getting to this green space 
is no walk in the park.

The city must install 
traffi c-calming measures 
next to Marine Park’s busy 
recreation area, locals are 
demanding. The entrance 
to the PS 278 playground on 
Fillmore Avenue offers no 
protection for pedestrians 

going to and from the park, 
and without a traffi c sig-
nal or crosswalk, park-go-
ers are forced to take their 
lives into their own hands 
crossing the avenue, one 
area nanny said.

“Nobody slows down,” 
said Sadie Fredericks. “You 
can’t cross here, it’s impos-

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 5Continued on page 14

Book a bible for boro peeps
BY JULIANNE CUBA

Go birding this summer — you 
won’t egret it! 

A Brooklyn bird-watcher re-
veals the best places in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park to spot avian 
activity in the new book “Bird-
ing at the Bridge.” First-time au-
thor Heather Wolf, who will also 
lead a birding class at Brooklyn 
Brainery on June 22, says that she 
wanted to share the  colorful birds 
in the manmade park  with any-

birdy willing to take a peep.
“I want to raise awareness of all 

the birds that show up in our city 
and our parks, and the creation 
of habitats — they attract these 
birds,” said Wolf. “Build it and 
they will come.”

Wolf got her birding start 
while living in Florida, recording 
the many birds she saw along the 
coastal shores and sand dunes. 
When she moved to Brooklyn’s 

Continued on page 6

A BIRD’S EYE VIEW!: Heather Wolf, the author of “Birding at the Bridge,” is 
ready to spot some wild birds with her binoculars and camera.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

GIVE ‘EM A HAND: Hand-
ballers Raul Rangel, Brian 
Cha, and Raymond Hernan-
dez want the courts in Sun-
set Park in tip-top shape.

BIRD 
IS THE 
WORD

Nursing 
home may 

shutter

Handballers: Fix the court Locals want signal
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

L E T  OU R  FA M I LY  H E L P  YOU R  FA M I LY  

I N  YOU R  T I M E  OF  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

BY LAUREN GILL
The Brooklyn Heights Li-
brary sale was a shadowy 
deal, a new lawsuit alleges 
— but not in the way you 
think!

Activists are suing to 
stop the demolition of the 
branch, arguing the city 
didn’t do an adequate study 
into how the new library — 
and the luxury apartment 
tower above it — would im-
pact the neighborhood be-
fore it  agreed to sell the site 
to a developer last year .

Amongst other issues, 
the suit charges, it only con-
sidered how the building’s 
shadow will affect vegeta-
tion in local parks, but not 
how it will disturb parkgo-
ers’ quest for sunshine. 

“The fact that when 
these shadows occur a cit-
izen of New York might be 
able to sit in the sunshine 
by going to a different park 
or moving around with 
shadows to other parts of 
the park belies the effects 
of the shadow on park us-
ers,” reads the lawsuit fi led 
by anti-library-sale group 
Love Brooklyn Libraries, 
which fi rst went before a 
judge last Friday.

The Mayor’s Offi ce of 
Sustainability’s environ-
mental review concluded 
that the proposed 36-story 
tower at Cadman Plaza West 
would not signifi cantly af-
fect the surrounding area, 

and therefore it didn’t need 
to do a longer study — a so-
called environmental im-
pact statement — which 
would have included a pub-
lic input period. 

But the activists’ suit 
claims the city ignored 
several ways the commu-
nity would suffer, and now 
they’re demanding the 
court halt the work — set to 
begin in fall — for a more 
rigorous study.

The city disregarded not 
only how shadows would 
affect residents, but also 
the extra traffi c construc-
tion trucks and new citizens 
would bring, the suit alleges.

Additionally, the assess-
ment didn’t consider that 
the new branch inside the 
tower won’t have room for 
the old business library sec-
tion, and disabled residents 
and seniors will have trou-
ble reaching its new location 
in Prospect Heights’ Central 
Library, as it’s not near any 
handicap-friendly subway 
stops, the activists allege. 

Finally, the city did not 
seriously explore whether 
the branch’s existing fa-
cade — a mid-century 
Beaux Arts number de-
signed by Italian sculptor 
Clemente Spampinato and 
architect Francis Keally — 
is eligible for state and fed-
eral landmark status, the 
lawsuit claims.

By way of response, a 

City Hall rep pointed back 
 to the 2015 assessment , 
which indeed states that 
the shadows won’t upset 
the fl owers, but does not 
mention the vitamin D-
starved humans.

It claims the building’s 
shadow will largely en-
croach on the Korean War 
Veterans’ Plaza in front of 
the post offi ce, which has 
“low usage rates.” 

It also claims the new 
building and library will 
only account for around 
67 car trips coming in and 
out a day — while the over-
whelming majority of resi-
dents and visitors will come 
and go via the subway — 
and the construction trucks 
won’t add a signifi cant bur-
den to the streets.

And, it says, the city did 
study whether the library 
was eligible for state or fed-
eral landmarking — name-
checking both Spampinato 
and Keally — but found it 
wasn’t. 

The assessment does 
not discuss how moving 
the business library would 
impact seniors. 

Library lovers  fought  
the  city  for  years  to save 
the book-lending depot as it 
is, but Council ultimately 
okayed the sale in Decem-
ber, after Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Brooklyn Heights) 
 negotiated some concessions  
and gave his blessing.

Throwing shade
Activists sue to stop shadow-casting 

Brooklyn Heights Library tower

SUNSET CLAUSE: The city’s study says this is the shadow the new building will cast at around 1:30 pm 
during the spring and fall. NYC
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BY LAUREN GILL
Thousands of Brooklynites 
fl ocked to Park Slope’s Fifth 
Avenue to celebrate the bor-
ough’s queer community at 
the 20th Brooklyn Pride fes-
tival and parade on Saturday 
evening, hours before a gun-
man massacred 49 people at 
a gay nightclub in Florida. 

The procession was a 
testament to the strength 
of Kings County’s lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der community, said one 
attendee, and provided a 
bright spot in an otherwise 
dark weekend. 

“To see so many people 
and so much excitement I 
thought it was very power-
ful,” said Park Sloper Eliza-
beth Payne, whose 6-year-
old daughter Avery marched 
in the procession with out-
doors group the Fifth Brook-
lyn Scouts. “It’s maybe more 
important for me as a mem-
ory that the night before, my 

daughter was marching and 
participating in a thing that 
is so happy for everyone.” 

Payne said the event was 

also a great way to open up 
the conversation about same 
sex-marriage with her kid, 
who was thrilled to learn it 

means more people can tie 
the knot. 

“It’s very exciting for her 
because she thinks the more 

marriage the bet-
ter,” she said. 

Along with com-
munity groups, 
activists, local 
businesses, and 
high-fl ying cheer-
leaders, Brook-
lyn pols including 
Borough President 
Adams, Rep. Ny-
dia Velazquez (D–
Wi l liamsbu rg), 
and Rep. Jerry Na-
dler (D–Borough 
Park) all waved 
their rainbow fl ags 
along the route 
— stirring up all 
sorts of emotions 
for revelers along 
the way. 

“It was amaz-
ing, super inspir-
ing, and a little bit 
emotional too, of 

course,” said James McPher-
son, a Park Slope resident 
who came with pal Bryce 

Avinano.
The pair usually attend 

the massive four-hour Pride 
Parade in the outer borough 
of Manhattan, but this year 
decided to check out the 
90-minute Park Slope ex-
travaganza and were smit-
ten with its small-town at-
mosphere.

“It was nice to have a 
more intimate vibe, there 
was a real neighborhood 
feeling,” said Avinano.

And it is a neighborli-
ness that includes all Brook-
lynites, said the parade’s 
organizer — regardless of 
their identity. 

“All these people just cel-
ebrating the livelihood and 
celebrating the love and not 
caring whether you’re LG-
BTQA — whatever letter of 
the alphabet — and just be-
ing there as one Brooklyn 
was really quite moving,” 
said organizer Mickey Hel-
ler.

THE PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
Brooklynites celebrate Gay Pride Month…

…as they mourn Orlando anti-gay massacre

FABULOUS TIME!: (Above) Par-
ticipants march down Fifth Avenue 
in the yearly Brooklyn Pride pa-
rade. (Right) Bryce Avinano and 
James McPherson say the bor-
ough’s parade beats Manhattan’s 
bigger counterpart. (Far right) 
Revellers donned colorful outfi ts.
 Photos by Paul Martinka

BY COLIN MIXSON
Hundreds of Brooklynites 
stood vigil in the shadow 
of Grand Army Plaza as 
the sun set on Wednesday, 
holding candles in the 
twilight to mourn the 49 
men and women who fell 
under a hail of gun fire in 
a gay club in Orlando on 
June 12.

For many, the faces of 
the dead were still fresh 
on their minds, which 
reeled in search of mean-
ing in the aftermath of a 
senseless act of violence.

“I finished watching 
the news tonight and it 
had the pictures,” said 
Daniel McCarthy, a gay 
man and 40-year Pros-
pect Heights resident, 
who choked back tears as 
he spoke. “These beauti-
ful children out having a 
good time — that’s all they 
were doing. It’s nuts. It’s 
crazy. It’s like living in an 
insane asylum. It doesn’t 

make sense. I guess it 
never will.”

For one mourner, the 
vigil was an opportunity 
to let go of emotions that 
had been welling up since 
Sunday. 

“It feels healing, but 
it’s also really painful 
to be here,” said Saman-
tha Schoer, a former Park 
Slope resident, who was in 

town from Philadelphia 
visiting friends when the 
shooting occurred. “It’s 
emotional, but I wanted to 
feel that.”

The strains of “Amaz-
ing Grace” filled the air 
amidst rainbow flags, Old 
Glory, and the banners 
of Latin American coun-
tries, representing the 
many Hispanic victims 

gunned down by shooter 
Omar Mateen.

But as the evening 
wore on, the vigil took 
the form of a political 
rally, with elected offi-
cials demanding changes 
to laws that allowed Ma-
teen to legally purchase 
the high-powered rif le 
he used to mow down the 
club-goers.

“We cannot ignore that 
he supposedly had an as-
sault-style rifle, weap-
ons that are legal in the 
United States,” said Public 
Advocate Letitia James, 
who organized the gath-
ering. “We not only stand 
in unity with Orlando, but 
we stand ready to take ac-
tion.” 

For McCarthy, that 

change can’t come soon 
enough. 

“These automatic as-
sault weapons have got 
to stop,” he said. “Stop 
people from walking into 
a gun store and getting 
them. It’s so obvious I feel 
embarrassed to say some-
thing.”

Amid the pain and the 
cries for change, there 
were also appeals to love, 
and hope that the coun-
try’s anguish doesn’t turn 
to hatred.

“I’m glad [James] or-
ganized this to be a vigil 
for peace and support, and 
to suppress all the hatred 
that is brewed by this,” 
said Teresa Calabrese, 
who came with wife Cora 
Sangree from Kensington. 
“We all really need to em-
brace this moment, and 
come together, and figure 
out what we need to do 
to get action on gun con-
trol.”

COMING TOGETHER: (Above) Hundreds of mourning New Yorkers gathered in the shadow of Grand Army Plaza for a candlelight vigil. 
(Right) A grieving woman wipes a tear from her eye. Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

 
I could  a credit union?

Great 
Rates!

Auto 
Loans

Mortgages &
Home Equity

Loans

Checking 
Accounts &

Online Banking

718-680-2121 718 934-6809

Applications available 24/7. www.bayridgeloans.org
Loan offers are subject to approval criteria related to creditworthiness, ability to repay, 

proof of income and acceptable collateral. Membership eligibility is required.

BY TATIANA HERNANDEZ
Two Windsor Terrace 
brothers are preparing to 
face off in the Pinewood 
Derby World Champion-
ship later this month, in 
what is shaping up to be the 
greatest rivalry in car rac-
ing since Niki Lauda and 
James Hunt in the 1976 For-
mula One season. 

Siblings Adam Bueno, 
10, and Marcus Bueno, 8, 
are among 250 Cub Scouts 
nationwide who qualifi ed 
for the prestigious tourna-
ment taking place on July 
25, and those closest to 
them say the competition 
between the two is already 
growing fi erce.

“They’re pretty compet-
itive with each other,” said 
mom Crystal Bueno. 

It is common for broth-
ers to compete against each 
other in pack-level pin-
ewood derbies — a cher-
ished cub scouting tradition 
in which kids fashion small 
racing cars out of wood — 
according to a spokesman 
for the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. But two members of the 
same family qualifying for 
the World Championship is 
such a rare feat that there 

must be something special 
in the Bueno blood. 

“To make it means 
they’re one of the best in 
the state, and some of the 
top 250 in the country,” said 
Cameron Hayes, a public 
relations rep for the youth 
organization.

The Bueno brothers, 
both students at PS 130, 
dedicated many hours to 
designing, building, and 
perfecting their racers — 
with a little help from their 
mom and Cubmaster.

Marcus Bueno, a We-
belos Scout, themed his 
car for cartoon character 
Woody Woodpecker, and he 
thinks the character could 
give him the winning edge 
— although he acknowl-
edges Woody can be pretty 
unpredictable.

“Woody Woodpecker is 
a bit of a trickster,” he said. 
“Sometimes he wins, some-
times he loses.”

Adam, a Bear Scout, 
shaped his like an arrow 
 — both because he likes ar-
chery and because arrows 
move quickly, he said. 

“My car is an arrow be-
cause arrows are fast and 
they’re pretty quick,” he 

said.
The boys and their cars 

had to battle it out in both 
their pack contest and a 
Brooklyn-wide trial to 
qualify — a nerve-wrack-
ing experience, they said, 
but one that has boosted 
their confi dence for the big 
race to come. 

“My favorite part was 
winning,” said Adam 
Bueno. “Next thing you 
know — you’re in the cham-
pionship.”

Crystal Bueno said the 
boys are real chips off the 
old block — she was a Girl 
Guide, the Canadian equiva-
lent of a Girl Scout, growing 
up in Nova Scotia, and the 
tradition dates back even 
further in her family’s his-
tory. 

She says scouting has 
gives her sons a chance to 
meet new people and de-
velop new skills they might 
not otherwise get growing 
up in the city.

“They’re getting to try a 
lot of new things that they 
wouldn’t be able to do in 
an urban environment like 
pinewood derbies, learning 
to cook outdoors, marching 
in parades,” she said.

PINING FOR THE CUP: Pinewood Derby World Championship competitors — and brothers — Marcus and 
Adam Bueno are ready to roll with cars they made with their mother Crystal’s help. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Talent scouts
Windsor Terrace brothers to face off in 
Pinewood Derby World Championship
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in wonky, unpredictable di-
rections, players said. The 
crummy state of things 
forces serious neighbor-
hood players to trek two 
miles to J.J. Byrne Play-
ground in Park Slope so 
they can play high-stakes 
games without a crummy 
court interfering, another 
player said.

“If they fi xed them, I 
wouldn’t have to go to Fourth 
Street in Park Slope to play a 
[competitive-level] game,” 
Raymond Hernandez said. “I 
know for sure if these courts 
were fi xed all those players 
would come here.”

Courts that hold regu-
lar tournaments tend to 
attract better players who 
themselves attract aspir-
ing aces. The neighbor-
hood economy would bene-
fi t from a destination court, 
according to one avid player 
who brought the issue up at 
a recent Community Board 
7 meeting.

“When there’s a tour-
nament held, people come 
from all boroughs and not 
just to play handball — they 

eat, they explore the neigh-
borhood and learn about it. 
It’s a huge attraction and 
very good for the area,” 
said Brian Cha, who grew 
up in Los Angeles, found 
the game during his time 
at school here, and very 
earnestly said he plans to 
live in New York perma-
nently for the handball 
alone. “I don’t know why 
you wouldn’t want that.”

The city has spent $8 
million on improving 
amenities at the neigh-
borhood’s namesake park 
since 2007, including build-
ing a lighted athletic fi eld, 
new bathrooms, entrances, 
and a playground — but it 
has left the handball courts 
to deteriorate, according to 
Berkowitz, a 38-year Sun-
set Park resident.

Rebuilding a hand-
ball wall that size costs 
the department $100,000–
$200,000, a parks spokes-
woman said. The agency 
will repaint the courts “as 
soon as possible,” and will 
consider renovating in the 
future, she said.

Meantime, locals are 
left to dream of recaptur-
ing their handball home 
land.

39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Here’s the lessen plan.

The city will knock 
over Sunset Park’s cas-
tle-like former police pre-
cinct to make way for 300 
classroom seats, offi cials 
announced on June 13. 
School Construction Au-
thority reps made the 
pitch to Community Board 
Seven, claiming the crum-
bling landmark at Fourth 
Avenue and 43rd Street 
would “probably have to 
come down” while also 
showing photos of schools 
the agency previously 
built atop demolished his-
toric structures.

The news divided locals 
— the building deserves a 
shot, but the district needs 
learning space, one area 
parent said.

“We need the seats,” 
said Nick Nyhan, a father 
of four and parent teacher 
organization member. “I 
want to preserve that beau-

tiful building — I really do 
like it — but we need those 
seats.” 

But another dad ar-
gued that reopening the 
124-year-old-and-showing-
it mini-fortress as a school 
would spark children’s ex-
citement for learning.

“Of all the buildings 
that could be demolished 
in Sunset Park, you’re go-
ing to knock down the 
police station? Unbeliev-
able,” Peter Kruty said. 
“That building fi res the 
imagination of everyone 
who sees it — my two kids 
in grammar school love to 
go by that building.”

Community board and 
local education council 
members supported the 
plan, along with Coun-
cilman Carlos Menchaca 
(D–Sunset Park). But pres-
ervationists argued 300 
seats was too few to cede 
the landmark and said 
they want the structure re-

stored and publicly acces-
sible — something a devel-
oper who recently bought 
the land  was planning .

Offi cials have reached 
an agreement with owner 
Yosef Streicher for the prop-
erty — an eventuality the 
builder’s lawyer  predicted 
to this paper last week .

School Construction 
Authority reps refused 
to say the agency would 
defi nitely demolish the 
building, which would 
require a virtually un-
heard-of un-landmarking 
or for the city to condemn 
the derelict structure as 

a hazard. However, they 
did show locals photos of 
schools the agency build 
with an aesthetic nod to 
the historic buildings that 
they replaced, such as PS 
133 in Park Slope, which 
rose from an older school-
house, and PS 30 in Bay 
Ridge, which  succeeded 
the Green Church .

Streicher bought the 
station house and neigh-
boring horse stable for $6 
million last year after the 
city  threatened to sue a 
previous owner  if it did not 
fi x up the property or sell 
it off.

City to raze S’Park 
landmark for school

THIS OLD STATION HOUSE: May soon be a schoolhouse, offi cials 
say. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Continued from page 1 
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who died in the nursing 
home — effectively setting 
aside money to make sure 
they get paid if they win 
— and now their lawyer 
is worried the home could 
wriggle out of paying.

“It means my clients 
might not get paid,” said 
attorney John O’Hara, 
who has seven wrong-
ful death suits pending 
against Prospect Park 
Residence. “That was the 
whole point of the order of 
attachment.”

O’Hara’s suits charge 
the nursing home with 
allegedly ignoring a 2009 
Health Department report 
concluding that it should 
transfer 37 seniors at the 
residence to other facili-
ties, court records show.

Prospect Park Holder’s 
lawyer confi rmed that a 
foreclosure would nix the 
liens.

“The attachment or-
ders are subordinate in-
terest, so if we foreclose, 
those would be extin-
guished,” said attorney 
Jerry Feuerstein.

Feuerstein said he 
wasn’t allowed to name 
the actual fi rm behind the 
holding company that now 
owns Deitsch’s debt, but 
described it as “an institu-
tional real-estate fund.” 

Court documents 

name Prospect Park Hold-
er’s manager as Brian 
Shatz — the same name 
as a founder of Manhat-
tan real-estate manage-
ment fi rm Madison Re-
alty Capital, and Carone 
said he has seen that com-
pany’s name on court doc-
uments.  

Shatz did not return 
requests for comment.

O’Hara, however, has 
a different theory — he 
fi led a counterclaim in 
May alleging that Pros-
pect Park Holder is really 
Sugar Hill Capital Part-
ners, the real-estate fund 
Deitsch  was supposed 
to sell the building to in 
2014 , before residents 
sued and a judge ordered 
him to keep the home 
open throughout the two-
year legal battle.

O’Hara’s suit alleges 
the fi rm is colluding with 
Deitsch in order to com-
plete the exchange without 
the expense of the liens.

Both Carone and 
Feuerstein said the 
charges are false and out-
rageous. 

“It’s a complete frivo-
lous joke,” said Carone. 
“There’s no other way to 
describe it.”

The recent settlement 
means the building will 
soon be empty — in ex-
change for the payout, the 
litigious elderly tenants 
agreed to leave within 
three months.

BY JULIANNE CUBA

Aside from Brooklyn 

Bridge Park, there 

are plenty of eggcel-

lent birding spots 

throughout Brook-

lyn. Heather Wolf, 

author of “Birding 

at the Bridge: In 

Search of Every Bird 

on the Brooklyn 

Waterfront” recom-

mended some of the 

borough’s best loca-

tions for spotting our 

feathered friends. 

Prospect Park 
The most popular bird-

ing spot in Brooklyn is 
Prospect Park — and for 
good reason! The park’s 585 
acres are home to many of 
the same species that fl ock 
to Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
but in larger numbers, said 
Wolf. The Prospect Park 
Lake in the southwest cor-
ner, with its Duck Island, is 
perfect for avians who love 
fresh water, she said. The 

lake may have attracted 
one of the most rare birds 
that Wolf has ever spotted 
in the Park.

“A  painted bunting , 
which was an extreme 
rarity,” said Wolf. “It was 
in Prospect Park for two 
months, which I’ve never 
seen in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. It likes the fresh wa-
ter.”

Prospect Park Lake (en-
ter at Park Circle between 
Prospect Park Southwest 
and Parkside Avenue in 

Windsor Terrace, www.
prospectpark.org). 

Green-Wood 
Cemetery 

This peaceful cemetery 
in Greenwood Heights, just 
a few minutes from Pros-
pect Park as the crow fl ies, 
is home to a colony of monk 
parakeets, who nest in the 
entryway.

The small, bright-green 
parrots have created a 
breeding population there 
and can regularly be seen 

fl ying around, said Wolf. 
In the late winter, the 

cemetery is a reliable spot 
to fi nd the American wood-
cock, said Wolf. 

Green-Wood Cemetery 
entrance [500 25th St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080, 
www.green-wood.com].

Plumb Beach
Head down south to 

Plumb Beach, where land 
meets the north shore of 
the Rockaway Inlet — per-
fect for some shore bird 
sightings and other wild 
species, said Wolf. 

“It’s a good place for 
birds, a lot of rarities have 
been showing up there,” 
she said. “For ducks in the 
winter that’s a great spot as 
well.”

Wolf once spotted a 
rare northern wheatear in 
Plumb Beach after an  eBird 
alert  — an online checklist 
for bird observations — 
told her to hustle down to 
the seaside spot. 

Plumb Beach, off Exit 
Nine on the Belt Parkway 
in Gerritsen Beach.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Columbia Street Waterfront 
District in 2012, she discov-
ered Brooklyn Bridge Park 
right next door, and made it 
her own local spot — known 
as a patch — for birding, 
said Wolf. 

“I knew of birding 
hotspots in NYC such as 
Central and Prospect Park, 
but was curious to see what 
birds were visiting my lo-
cal park,” she said. “It didn’t 
take long to discover that 
Brooklyn Bridge Park was 
a residence and migration 
stopover for many of the 
same birds in the more heav-

ily birded parks. I decided to 
go on a mini-quest to fi nd as 
many birds as I could in my 
local patch.”

She has found 138 spe-
cies of bird within Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, which is full 
of summer hot spots. The 
park’s Pier 1 is where tou-
can see cute baby hatchlings 
in their nest, said Wolf. 

“Pier 1 is always one of 
the best spots in the park. 
The oldest section of the 
park has a lot of more ma-
ture trees, marsh habitats, 
and ponds,” she said. “Dur-
ing the summer, the best 
thing to see are young rob-
ins and European starlings 
who nest and raise their 
young.”

The gray catbird is an-
other seasonal visitor to 
Brooklyn, so don’t let the op-
portunity to see it fl y by, said 
Wolf. 

“During the summer 
you can see them, they will 
be raising and feeding their 
young, and come fall they 
will head back down south,” 
she said. 

Pier 2 is also a swander-
ful spot for shore bird sight-
ings because of its tide pool, 
which creates the perfect 
muddy habitat for the water-
loving avians, said Wolf.

“When the tide goes 
out, it creates a mud habi-
tat, draws in Canada geese 
with ducklings and mal-
lard geese, which are very 

cute,” she said. “And com-
mon grackle, they have a lot 
of nests in that area south of 
spiral pool.”

But fl edgling birders 
must know one cardinal 
rule, said Wolf — do not 
ruin another birder’s shot! 
Wolf has occasionally had 
her photos disrupted by 
tourists asking her to take 
their picture, she said, but 
she tries to use those inter-
ruptions as an educational 
opportunity. 

“Birding in NYC” at 
Brooklyn Brainery [190 Un-
derhill Ave. between Sterling 
and St. Johns Places in Pros-
pect Heights, (347) 292–7246, 
www.brooklynbrainery.
com]. June 22 at 6 pm. $10. 

Continued from page 1 

BIRDING

RAINBOW CONNECTION: A rare painted bunting turned up in Pros-
pect Park in 2015.  Dan Pancamo

The best birding spots in Brooklyn

Continued from page 1 

RESIDENCE

MORE WOES: The owner of embattled Park Slope old folks’ 
home is facing foreclosure after settling a lawsuit with tenants 
and defaulting on his mortgage. Photo by Jason Speakman
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The Peach Pit Room is the perfect setting for any occasion from a Lunch Gathering to Engagement Parties, 
Wedding Parties, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Corporate Functions, Bridal Showers, Bris, Birthday Parties, Sweet 16’s, Baby 
Showers, Graduation Celebrations, Anniversaries. You owe it to yourself to call and ask our catering consultant to 
assist you with any information or help planning that special occasion. In The Peach Pit Room all party plans are fl exible 
and can be arranged to fi t your person-al Taste. We welcome the opportunity of discussing your party with you.

Peach Pit Party Room

BY LAUREN GILL
He’s hoping for a Holly-
wood ending.

The owner of an imper-
iled Gowanus fi lm studio 
is making a last-ditch plea 
to the DeBlasio adminis-
tration to spare his sound-
stage from the wrecking 
ball, after the Feds last 
Thursday signed off on 
the city’s plan to seize the 
property for use in the Ca-
nal cleanup effort. 

If the city really cares 
about the $9-billion local 
fi lm industry it is so fond on 
touting, he said, DeBlasio 
and fi lm czar Julie Menin 
will step in and call “cut.”

“We’ve heard a lot of re-
cent talk from Commis-
sioner Menin about the im-
portance of the local fi lm 
industry, and now it’s time 
to see some action,” said 

Scott Levy, who is the owner 
of Eastern Effects on Nev-
ins Street between DeGraw 
and Sackett streets. “Here’s 
a golden opportunity for her 
to do the right thing and 
save one of her own.” 

Levy has been  leading 
a campaign to save his stu-
dio  — best known as where 
cable network FX fi lms its 
Cold War spy drama “The 
Americans” — since last 
month,  when he learned of 
the city’s plan to take it via 
eminent domain  and use it 
as a work site for a giant 
sewage tank it is building 
on an adjacent lot over De-
Graw Street.

Many residents, local 
pols, and Hollywood hon-
chos joined his crusade, 
but the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
— which is forcing the city 

to build the tank but letting 
it decide where to stick the 
thing — last week dealt a 
blow when it approved the 
proposal.

Levy has identifi ed 
three other lots nearby he 
believes the city could use 
instead — two that are al-
ready vacant and one that 
has been on the market for 
years. 

But a city spokesman 
 told the New York Times  
they aren’t ideal — it 
would have to shut parts of 
Nevins Street for years to 
use those sites, while us-
ing Eastern Effects only 
means closing a relatively 
quiet cul-de-sac at the end 
of DeGraw Street.

Levy claims his busi-
ness would likely not sur-
vive the studio’s closure. 
He owns several other 

properties along the Canal, 
but none are as large or lu-
crative as the lot in ques-
tion, and it would be diffi -
cult to fi nd an appropriate 
replacement, he claims. 

He has already pumped 
$5 million into building 
the studio there and is only 
fi ve years into a 20-year 
lease on the property, but 
won’t get any compensa-

tion if the city takes it from 
the landlord, he says. 

A spokesman for the 
city’s Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
said it is continuing to 
look at all alternative sites 
and is in talks with East-
ern Effects, but refused to 
say whether there is any 
chance it will actually 
change its mind.

If it does, though, the 
Feds say they are also 
happy to sign off on a dif-
ferent site.

“EPA would be support-
ive of such approaches and 
would work closely with 
NYC to realize them,” the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency wrote in  its re-
sponse  to the infl ux of pub-
lic comments. 

ON A MISSION: Eastern Effects owner Scott Levy is trying to convince the city not to seize his studio 
during the Gownaus Canal cleanup, and to use a different lot instead.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

Two thumbs up
Feds approve controversial city plan to 
seize Gowanus fi lm studio for cleanup
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HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
provides families with a sacred and permanent caring place 

for the cremated body of a loved one.

NYP 6/19/16

Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting one of our counselors.
www.ccbklyn.org

I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
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CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES
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Over 150 years cemetery experience.

BY RUTH BROWN
Don’t call it iron-ic.

A Greenpoint dad will 
set up his Ikea ironing 
board at Williamsburg 
bar Pete’s Candy Store 
next month and do people’s 
ironing for free — a perfor-
mance he insists is no joke, 
just a totally sincere way to 
practice a cherished pas-
time. 

“I love ironing, I really 
do,” said James Hook, who 
works at the Brooklyn Bo-
tanic Garden when he isn’t 
ironing for his three kids. 
“I feel in order to perfect it, 
I need to bring it into a pub-
lic forum — I feel you need 
to have people judging your 
work beyond your friends 
and family.”

Hook will wield his 
Black and Decker steam 
iron at the bar from 9 pm 
to midnight every Tuesday 
night in July, straighten-
ing out as much as the bar’s 
patrons can throw at him 

during the allotted time. 
He does not claim to 

be a expert, but he says 
he knows his way around 
rumpled linen — and hopes 
to get even better by the end 
of the “residency.”

“I consider myself a 
journeyman-level ironer,” 
he said. “I’m quite good, 
but not a professional yet.”

The self-proclaimed 
“Iron Man” says his love 
of all things laundry goes 
back to his childhood in 
Kenya, where there were 
no clothes dryers so every-
one spent a lot of time hang-
ing out the washing and 
then ironing the wrinkly 
results.

“Because everything 
was hung out to dry, iron-
ing was a big part of my 
domestic and social young 
life,” he said.

These days, Hook says 
he loves nothing more than 
getting hot and steamy with 
an Oxford shirt and would 

never dream of sleeping on 
un-ironed sheets like a bar-
barian. 

He fi nds no joy in pleated 
skirts, however, which he 
says manage to be both 
challenging and dull “in the 
same way ‘Moby-Dick’ is.” 

Beyond honing his 
hobby, Hook hopes the act 
will elevate an otherwise 
mundane household task 
into a revered ritual — like 
a Japanese tea ceremony — 
and allow him to connect 
with those who offer up 
their wrinkled slacks on a 
more spiritual level.

“I hope some part of this 
will be a ceremonial as-
pect,” he said. “Hopefully 
this will help momentarily 
guide our spirits to some-
thing higher.”

But don’t expect a mean-
ingful dialogue or existen-
tial musings on stainless 
steel versus ceramic sole-
plates during the sessions 
— Hook says he likes to 

iron to “a strong propulsive 
beat” and plans to zone out 
listening to wordless prog 
rock and transcendental 
Pakistani Sufi  music on his 
iPod so he is not distracted 
by the bar soundtrack.

“I don’t want to listen to 
U2 — I don’t want to listen 
to anything with a message 
while I iron,” he said.

This isn’t Hook’s fi rst 
wacky bar-based endeav-
our — he organized a dish-
washing competition at  the 
Diamond  in May, a dinner 
party at Le Gamin Cafe in-
spired by  Russian mystic 
Rasputin  in 2014, and  for 
years  ran a popular  lecture 
series  at Pete’s, which is 
also where he got married. 

James Hook pres-
ents “Iron Man” at Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. between Richardson 
and Frost streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–3770, 
www.petescandystore.com]. 
Bring your own hangers. 

He’s got smooth moves!

DOMESTIC GOD: James Hook wants to iron your clothes. He says 
he wears the lab coat because it makes people respect him more. 
 Sarah Francoise

Greenpoint dad offers free ironing at Williamsburg bar
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From Georgetown to West Point...Xaverian’s Class of 2016 College Acceptance Round Up

Xaverian Congratulates the Class of 2016!

What do Georgetown 
University, New York 
University, Columbia 
University, Macaulay 
Honors College at CUNY, 
Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute, the United 
States Military Academy, 
and the Naval Academy 
Prep School all have in 
common?

They are all among the 
lengthy list of prestigious 
colleges that offered ac-
ceptances to members of 
Xaverian’s class of 2016!

As they finish finals 
and get ready to walk 
across the stage at Xaver-
ian’s 56th Commence-
ment Exercises at Brook-

lyn College on June 4th, 
the members of the class 
of 2016 are looking for-
ward to continuing in the 
proud tradition of suc-
cessful Clipper alumni 
as they prepare to bring 
their talents to collegiate 
institutions across the 
country next fall.

The list of colleges 
that accepted Xaverian 
seniors this year is as 
varied as it is impressive. 
Below are a few points 
of pride for the class of 
2016:

David Pena will attend 
New York University 
with a full tuition schol-
arship provided through 

the prestigious JPMor-
gan Chase Smart Start 
Scholarship, which also 
carries with it a stipend 
for books and supplies 
and a paid internship at 

JPMorgan Chase.
In keeping with Xaver-

ian’s strong tradition of 
sending students to the 
top service academies, 
James Baglino will be 

attending the United 
States Military Academy 
at West Point and Joseph 
Scaramuzzino will attend 
the Naval Academy Prep 
School with the intent 
of entering the United 
States Naval Academy 
upon completion of the 
program.

Xavier Brun and Rob-
ert Massucci earned ac-
ceptance to SUNY One-
onta’s 3+3 program in 
Physical Therapy with 
Upstate Medical Center 
that leads to a BS degree 
with a Biology major 
from Oneonta and a Doc-
tor of Physical Therapy 
degree from Upstate in a 

total of six years
Students also earned 

impressive acceptances 
to UPenn, Columbia, 
Georgetown, Macaulay 
Honors College at CUNY, 
NYU, Stevens Institute 
of Technology, Rochester 
Institute of Technology, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, George Wash-
ington University, The 
Catholic University, and 
more... 

As of this writing, the 
members of Xaverian’s 
class of 2016 had earned 
an impressive $36,880,924 
in collegiate scholarship 
awards.
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY MAX JAEGER
They want a plug in every 
garage.

Electric car maker Te-
sla Motors, which opened a 
showroom in Red Hook in 
April, is racing to fi ll Brook-
lyn with charging stations 
so borough drivers will buy 
its cars. The company re-
cently  put nearly 70 jacks in 
Manhattan parking garages  
— now there is one every 
fi ve blocks — but it had to 
shift gears in relatively pub-
lic-garage-sparse Brooklyn 
and instead plug into luxury 
condo development, a com-
pany honcho said.

“Brooklyn is a tricky 
market — Manhattan, 
oddly enough, is much eas-
ier,” said Tesla East Coast 
director Jeremy Snyder. 
“One thing I’m interested 
in is working with devel-
opers to ensure charge sta-
tions get specced into the 
garages that go into all of 
the new and re-purposed 
construction.”

There are  fewer than 
two-dozen public vehicle-
charging stations in Brook-
lyn , according to tracker 
plugshare.com.

And Tesla is wiring up 

every luxe crib it can, giv-
ing developers the charg-
ing stations for free if they 
install special high-voltage 
circuits in their buildings, 
development insiders say.

“We provide the infra-
structure, and they provide 
the chargers. We’ve been ac-
tively working with them on 
almost every project we’re 
working on — seven right 
now, including two on the 
market and two that sold,” 
said Brendan Aguayo, man-
aging director of Halstead 
Property Development Mar-
keting, who cited hook-ups 
at Boerum Hill’s  31-condo 
610 Warren Street , all 10 
spaces at the  Bam-adjacent 
townhouses State and Bond , 
and in the garage at Wil-
liamsburg’s  just-fi nishing, 
216-unit Oosten .

Brownstone Brooklyn 
condo development is buzz-
ing with Tesla, accord-
ing to a real estate broker 
who pointed to upcoming 
Boerum Hill 30-unit digs 
465 Pacifi c Street and al-
most-done Gowanus 32-
unit 345 Carroll Street.

“I wouldn’t be surprised 
if it’s in all the new devel-
opments that are happen-

ing right now,” said Millie 
Perry of Stribling & Asso-
ciates.

Still, the cars have a 
niche market, and in a bor-
ough of  rooftop dog runs  and 
 rooftop basketball courts , 
charging stations are not 
what makes one building 
stand out to buyers, but the 
charger-as-amenity will 
gain signifi cance when 
Tesla rolls out its for-the-
masses-priced Model 3 late 
next year, Aguayo said.

“I don’t know if it’s 
throwing anything over 
the top now, but as time pro-
gresses and Tesla becomes 
more name-brand, it’s go-
ing to be more appealing 
to a larger demographic,” 
he said.

Oh, and they’re lay-
ing cable in Brooklyn’s ga-
rages too, according to a 
Fort Greene operator who 
got hooked up two months 
ago.

“We had a customer 
who purchased a Tesla and 
ask us if we would install a 
charging station. I called 
up Tesla and they paid for 
it 100 percent,” said Robert 
Kotler of Discount Parking 
on Ashland Place.

AMPING UP: Tesla East Coast manager Jeremy Snyder says he’s lobbying developers to include charg-
ing stations in new condos to promote electric vehicle ownership. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Hookup culture! 
Tesla courting Brooklyn developers to 

include car chargers in buildings

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
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The Time  
Is Now!

  Exciting Majors Including: Occupational Therapy, Nursing, Physician Assistant, Aviation, 
and Pharmaceutical Science 

 Research and Internship Opportunities at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
 Get a High-Value Education at an Affordable Cost

Why York?

Visit our website: www.york.cuny.edu/admissions

You can still register for the fall 2016 semester!

BY LAUREN GILL
Tomorrow! Tomorrow! She’ll take 
offi ce — tomorrow!

A Prospect Lefferts Garden 
dance school will stage its own 
version of the classic Broadway 
musical “Annie” — one in which 
the curly-headed star grows 
up to be the fi rst black woman 
president. The director of “An-
nie Abundantly!” hopes the June 
26 performance will encourage 
the audience and the dancers to 
dream big.

“I’m hoping that people will 
be inspired,” said Karisma Jay, 
who grew up in Clinton Hill. 
“Right now it feels really great 
to be a woman of color and to be 
inspiring little women of color 
to just imagine. Because what 
would be wrong with a woman 
president?” 

Jay, who founded the Abun-
Dance Academy in 2013, was a big 
fan of “Annie” growing up, but 
wondered what happened to the 
lovable orphan once she got older. 

Inspired by some of today’s lead-
ing political ladies, Jay dreamt 
up her own fi nale.

“With all of the buzz around 
Hillary Clinton and Michelle 
Obama I came up with the idea 
that Annie is the next president-
elect,” she said.

The one-night performance 
at the Kings Theatre will feature 
120 dancers, showing off hip-
hop, jazz, tap, and ballet moves 
to Jay’s pre-recorded narration 
and music. The show has all the 
hits from the original score — 
including “It’s the Hard-Knock 
Life” and “Tomorrow,” but Jay 
added her own touches to the 
storyline. The girls from the or-
phanage go to artsy events such 
as “Swan Lake” at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, and the 
show ends with a West Indian 
Day parade-themed carnival 
at the mansion of Daddy War-
bucks.

Jay started AbunDance to 
help students of color hone their 

dance talents and explore their 
passion for getting down, and 
has expanded its program to se-
nior centers around Brooklyn. 
The show will feature students 
from ages 3 to 85, with two danc-
ers taking on the role of Annie — 
one as a kid, and the other as an 
adult.

This will be the academy’s 
largest performance so far, and 
Jay says that taking the stage 
of the historic Kings Theater in 
Flatbush is the opportunity of 
a lifetime for many of her stu-
dents. 

“We’ve very excited,” she said. 
“For some of our students this is 
their fi rst time performing, and 
for our little ones to be able to say 
they’ve performed at Kings The-
ater is amazing.”

“Annie Abundantly!” at 
Kings Theater [1027 Flatbush 
Ave. at Tilden Avenue in Flat-
bush, www.abundancearts.org, 
(347) 788–1069]. June 26 at 6 pm. 
$45.

DANCING QUEENS: The cast of “Annie Abundantly” practices for its big debut at 
Kings Theater on June 26. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

President Annie
Dance company shows orphan in Oval Offi ce
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Call it a crack-top! 

The city must repair a 
broken blacktop in a Ma-
rine Park playground be-
fore a kid trips and gets 
hurt, locals are demand-
ing. Area kids and stu-
dents from PS 278 — the 
school adjacent to the 
neighborhood’s epony-
mous park — use the 
courts for basketball and 
other activities, but it 
looks more suited for wa-
ter polo, thanks to large 

pools of water that ac-
cumulate from the gi-
ant cracks and slants in 
the pavement, said one 
teacher who brought his 
class of middle-school 
boys to the park for fi eld 
day. 

“There’s a water pud-
dle right here. You can 
see just by looking at it 
that the same thing hap-
pens over there,” said 
East Flatbush Commu-
nity Research School 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re ready to roll!

The Parks Department 
is rebuilding Marine Park’s 
bocce courts, and local bowl-
ers are ready to get off a 
smaller-than-normal, tem-
porary court and back play-
ing the game they love at full 
size. The reconstruction is 
part of a  larger green space 
fi x-up that took nearly a de-
cade to get rolling , but three 
brand-new bocce courts 
will be ready for players by 
March 2017, and area hurlers 
couldn’t be more excited, one 
player said.

“Oh yeah, these are go-
ing to be beautiful courts,” 
said Al Bitelli, a member of 
the Marine Park Bocce Club 
who lives in Bergen Beach. 

The Parks Department 
expects them to be completed 
by March 2017, and members 
of the Marine Park Bocce 
Club can’t wait to throw out 
the fi rst “jack” after waiting 
long enough for their snazzy 

new courts, one club member 
said. 

The Parks Department 
is constructing three bocce 
courts, which will all be 
equipped with overhead 
canopies and lighting — so 
the game never has to stop 
— said a department spokes-
woman.

And making way for the 
new courts was a feat in 
and of itself for some play-

ers, who didn’t want to give 
up the sport for the major 
$6.15 million overhaul to 
the park. But the Parks De-
partment kindly provided 
the  temporary — albeit a lit-
tle smaller — court  so ath-
letes would not have to lose 
but one day of practice, said 
Bitelli. 

“The temporary court is 
not really regulation size, 
but it was nice of them to 

do it for us so that we could 
play until they fi x this up,” 
he said. 

And one 95-year-old 
member of the Marine Park 
Bocce Club, which formed 
in 1996, has been keeping a 
close eye on the construc-
tion to make sure every-
thing goes smoothly — and 
he’s hoping work fi nishes 
before he’s too old to enjoy 
the game, he said.

“I’m hoping that they 
progress a little quicker,” 
said Frank Motondo. 

In addition to the new 
bocce courts, the Parks De-
partment is installing six 
new handball courts and 
renovating four, fi xing up 
15 existing tennis courts, 
and four basketball courts. 
The $6.15 million project — 
funded by Councilman Alan 
Maisel (D–Marine Park) — 
also includes an exercise 
area, landscaping, benches, 
fences, and a garden, said a 
spokeswoman.

These boys having a ball!
Bocce guys are excited for Marine Park court renovations

STAR ATHLETES: Members of the Marine Park Bocce Club gather 
for a few rounds at the temporary court.  
 Community News Group / Julianne Cuba

SPORTS ARE FUN — BUT NOT ON A BROKEN BLACKTOP!: 
Park-goers are angry that the blacktop is cracked and fi lled 
with pools of water.  Community News Group / Julianne Cuba 

Courts of appeals

Continued on page 14

Back and neck pain 
make the simplest tasks 
nearly impossible.   

You may be unable 
to walk, bend, work, or 
drive as turning your 
head to see the car be-
hind you — a function 
we barely even think 
about under normal con-
ditions — is not possible. 
This kind of debilitating 
pain impacts the quality 
of life. 

It may be that you’ve 
tried to get help. You 
may have already seen 
doctors for traditional 
medical and chiroprac-
tic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the 
only possibility is sur-
gery. 

But this is not your 
only option. 

Dr. Di Giuseppi of the 
Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been 

treating patients with 
these conditions for 
more than 32 years, re-
instating their quality 
of life through nonsur-
gical treatment. No spi-
nal injections or drugs 
are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression 
therapy, a leading non-
surgical, alternative 
treatment for serious 
neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treat-
ment method has been 
shown to greatly re-
duce or eliminate back 
and neck pain,” says  
Dr. Di Giuseppi. “It has 
helped people who are at 
the end of their rope.”

Decompression ther-
apy effectively treats 
disabling low back, neck, 
and radiating leg and 
arm pain by reducing 
the pressure on spinal 
nerves, discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, ef-

fective, and amazing 
pain relief that enables 
most patients to return 
to a more active life-
style,” says the doctor. 
“There is a 90 percent 
success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop 
this procedure was con-
ducted by prominent 
physicians, engineers, 
and technicians at major 
teaching hospitals, says 
Dr. Di Giuseppi, who is 
trained in these meth-

ods. The certification 
course was designed by 
the leading expert in spi-
nal decompression, Dr. 
Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors world-
wide and treated thou-
sands of patients using 
a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain 
certification involves 
more than 40 hours of 
instruction, including 
hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certi-
fication examinations.  

“We are pleased that 
we can serve our pa-
tients and others in the 
community with ad-
vanced spinal decom-
pression therapy,” says  
Dr. Di Giuseppi.

Decompression ther-
apy begins with a series 
of sessions that typi-
cally run three or four 
times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient 

is fully clothed, either 
face down, or face up, on 
the table. During each of 
these sessions, electrical 
muscle stimulation, ul-
trasound, or therapeutic 
laser may be applied to 
help relax muscles and 
promote further healing 
of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, 
patients may be asked 
to complete specific ex-
ercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal 
stenosis, bulging, herni-
ated, and degenerative 
discs, pinched nerves, 
and sciatica have found 
relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 

Center of Brooklyn 

7123 10th Avenue at 

72nd Street in Dyker 

Heights, (718) 833–

3327. www.Spineand-

DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Better options for back pain at Spine and Disc Center
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In Hawaii, the term 
“Ho’Brah” means “Hey 
Brother,” and is used to call at-
tention to something extraordi-
nary, such as in the expression, 
“Ho’Brah, look at that wave!” 

Calling attention to itself in 
Bay Ridge is the surfer-inspired 
restaurant by that same name.

Ho’Brah offers diners deli-
cious California and Mexican-
style tacos and fresh marga-
ritas, served in a setting that’s 
unique for the borough. There 
are surf boards strapped to 
the ceiling, custom-made bar 
stools, and walls and floors 
comprised of 100-year-old wood 
borrowed from a barn in Con-
necticut. It’s a taste of Califor-
nia dreamin’.  

“We wanted to do something 
different,” says Chris King 
about this establishment that 
he owns with nine members of 
his family. Different it is, with 
its retro-designed booths, trop-
ical sunsets, and custom-de-
signed murals. It’s reminiscent 
of a beach shack, circa 1960, all 
the way down to the small, but 
detailed, Volkswagen buses, 
hand-painted at the very edge 
of the table tops. The menu is as 
simple and tasty as you’d find 
at a beach resort — empana-
das, guacamole and chips, and 
lots of tacos.

The tacos have beach-
themed names such as The 
Cabo, featuring grilled white 
fish with California cole slaw 
(crisp, undressed Napa cab-
bage), tropical salsa, and avo-
cado cream. The Classic Cali 
combines panko crusted cod, 
Cali cole slaw, jack and cheddar 
cheese, and a chili-lime sour 
cream. The Sunset Pork has 
flavorful chipotle, with hints of 
orange and pineapple, and Cali 
cole slaw. It all makes for fun 
finger food with lots of taste. 

The tacos are served on 
bright coral and blue dishes, 
and are small enough so you 
can try a variety. Enjoy them 
with a side of beans and fra-
grant jasmine rice.

There’s Shrimp Ceviche on 
the menu, too — served in a 
clear glass and marinated with 
onions, tomatoes, and cilantro. 
It comes with crisp plantain 
chips. The Shack Daddy Salad 
includes mixed greens, roasted 
corn, red pepper, grilled as-
paragus, and your choice of 

homemade mojo cilantro lime 
vinaigrette or chipotle ranch 
dressing.

Like at any good beach bar, 
the drinks beckon. Most popu-
lar is the Bulldog — a frozen 
margarita served in a mason 
jar with a Coronita turned neck 
side down, right into the glass. 
The beer works its way into 
the drink gradually, creating a 
unique blend. It’s a fun-looking 
concoction and once one per-
son orders it, its icy-cold good-
ness lures lots of others.

The ginger-pineapple mar-
garita is another favorite, a 
real tropical treat. One can 
argue that the blueberry mar-
garita has health benefits. It’s 
infused with fresh blueberries 
— refreshing and delicious. Cu-
cumber margaritas, Jalapeno 
margaritas, and mojitos are all 
freshly muddled to order and 
make patrons feel like they’re 
in Baja. And if all that wasn’t 
enough, Ho’Brah’s floor-to-ceil-
ing bay windows open out on to 
busy Third Avenue, letting the 
sun shine in.

Brooklynites have been 
so delighted with the place, 

Ho’Brah has opened a second 
location in Staten Island, bring-
ing its tacos and surf boards to 
Forest Avenue.  

The same family that owns 
Ho’Brah also owns the Ket-
tle Black and Lock Yard res-
taurants. The Kettle is just a 
couple of doors down from the 
Ho’Brah in Bay Ridge, and 
serves wings raved about and 
ranked as one of the top five 
wings in the country by Kate 
Krader, the editor of Food and 
Wine Magazine, and ranked as 
one of the top 10 wings in the 
country by Paula Deen of the 
Food Network fame. 

Tommy Casatelli, a retired 
firefighter, is one of the main 
partners, a good thing, because 
the chicken wings here are 
smokin’ hot. The Ragin’ Cajun 
is dusted with Cajun spices. The 
Jack Daniels features Tennessee 
whisky infused with barbecue 
sauce. The Wasabi combines soy 
and teriyaki sauce. 

Patrons flock to the restau-
rant on Wednesdays when all 
wings are 60 cents each.  

“We sell an average of 3,000 
to 4,000 wings on Wednesday 

nights,” says King. “We sold al-
most 20,000 wings this past Su-
per Bowl Sunday.” 

For those who prefer their 
wings a bit milder, there’s Big 
Bear, covered with a sweet 
honey barbecue sauce, and 
Luau, with chunks of pineapple 
in a plum sauce.

Kettle Black also features 
rib-stickin’ favorites such as 
potato skins, macaroni and 
cheese, quesadillas, burg-
ers, and “The Hacksaw” — a 
big seller with grilled buffalo 
chicken, melted mozzarella, 
and bacon. 

The Lock Yard was rated 
one of the 10 best new Brooklyn 
bars by L Magazine and con-
stantly makes the list of Bay 
Ridge’s best bars.  Lock Yard’s 
spacious yard is covered and 
heated year round. It hosts 
the neighborhood’s best trivia 
night every Wednesday — rain 
or shine.  The Yard is the per-
fect place to wash down great 
burgers, specialty hot dogs, and 
sausages with America’s fin-
est craft beer and spirits. New 
menu items  such as a Philly 
cheesesteak and original buf-

falo wings are a welcome ad-
dition to their already famous 
fried Brussels sprouts and oft-
reviewed and much-loved fried 
pickles.    

Ho’Brah, these are fun 
places!

Ho’Brah Bay Ridge [8618 
Third Ave. between 86th and 
87th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
680–TACO, www.hobrahtacos.
com]. Open Sundays through 
Wednesdays, 11 am–midnight; 
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
11–1 am. Deliveries: 5–10 pm.   

Ho’Brah Staten Island [412 
Forest Ave., (718) 442–TACO]. 
Open Sundays through Wednes-
days, 11 am–midnight; Thurs-
days, Fridays, Saturdays, 11–1 
am.

The Kettle Black [8622 Third 
Ave. at 87th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680–7862, www.Kettle-
BlackBar.com]. Open daily, 11:30 
am–11 pm. Deliveries: 5–10 pm 

Lock Yard [9221 Fifth Ave. 
between 92nd and 93rd streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 333–5282, www.
LockYard.com]. Open Mondays 
through Wednesdays, 4 pm–2 
am; Thursdays through Sun-
days, 11:30–2 am.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Ridge restaurant trio offers something for everyone
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sible.”
And cars whiz by so 

quickly that it’s diffi cult 
for elderly and disabled 
folks to traverse the span 
before another one is 
bearing down on them, 
said one handicapped 
Marine Parker who de-
clined to give his name. 
He even inched into the 
intersection in his wheel-
chair thinking a stop light 
would give him a desig-
nated time to cross, but 
found himself in the mid-
dle of the road as cars kept 
coming, he said.

“There should be a stop 

light or a stop sign because 
it’s very dangerous,” he 
said. “I started going into 
the intersection and the 
cars had to stop and wave 
me through.”

And an ice cream truck 
that idles just feet away 
from the park’s entrance is 
the cherry on top, because it 
makes it tough for crossers 
to see cars coming as they 
try to traverse Fillmore Av-
enue, said area mom Yonah 
Benisti Dahan.

“The truck is parked 
right at the entrance and 
exit of the park, and it’s 
just completely blocking 
the view,” she said. “When 
you’re crossing the street 
with the kids, you need 
to walk into the street to 

cross, and the cars are just 
fl ying.”

But the ice cream truck 
is parking legally, a city 
spokesman said. 

“We did not observe 
placement or permit viola-
tions,” said Jeremy House 
from the Department of 
Health.

Now the city will eval-
uate the intersection 
in considering a traffic 
signal, a Department of 
Transportation spokes-
woman said. 

“NYC DOT records 
show no previous requests 
to evaluate conditions at 
Fillmore Avenue and Mad-
ison Place, but we will ini-
tiate a new study at the in-
tersection,” she said.

Continued from page 1 

SIGNAL

SLOW DOWN!: This might be the last thing a driver sees before hitting someone outside of the PS 278 
playground, according to park-goers who say it’s tough to cross the street with no light and an ice 
cream truck blocking the views. Photo by Angel Zayas

teacher Richard Boucaud, 
pointing to various depres-
sions that pockmark the 
play space.

There are so many pud-
dles that even the most 
skilled ballers can’t stop 
the ball from rolling into 
the water, said 12-year-
old Henry Sevulveda, who 
bikes over to the park with 
his dad and sister every 
week. 

“When the ball gets 
loose, it mostly gets wet,” 
he said. 

And kids may be bet-
ter off trading in their 
Chuck Taylors for cleats, 
because the blacktop is 
peppered with patches of 
grass bursting through 
the pavement, which 
are causing dangerous 
cracks and unevenness, 
said Sevulveda’s father, 
also Henry. 

“You can twist your an-
kle,” he said. “They never 
fi x it here. We come here 

every Sunday.”
But the Parks Depart-

ment does not have enough 
money to repair the entire 
blacktop now, a spokes-
woman said. 

“There’s no funding for 
large-scale improvements 
right now, but in the mean-
time, we will look into what 
we can do in-house,” she 
said.

The department is amid 
a  $6.15 million overhaul to 
the park , but that work  will 
not include the playground , 
offi cials have said.

COURT
Continued from page 12

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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BOARDWALK 
AT DENOS D. VOURDERIS PLACE 

(W. 12TH ST.) 
CONEY ISLAND
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