
May 1–xx, 2016

Your Neighborhood — Your News®June 26, 2016

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 11

BY CLAIRE MCCARTNEY
In his stories, it’s a dog’s 
life. 

A Red Hook cartoon-
ist will launch his collec-
tion of short stories featur-
ing hard-drinking dogs, 
cats, and other suburban 
creatures with two events 
this week. Artist Jon Al-
len will sign copies of his 

book  “Ohio is For Sale”  
at new comic shop Mama 
Says Comics Rock in Car-
roll Gardens on June 25, 
and read from the comics 
at Halyard’s bar in Gow-
anus on June 30.

The book contains fi ve 
tales about a group of an-
thropomorphic — but mis-
anthropic — animals liv-

ing in a suburban dystopia. 
The contrast between the 
adorable characters and 
their bleak outlook, as they 
wrestle with jobs, rela-
tionships, and occasional 
literal demons, was in-
fl uenced Matt Groening’s 
comic strip “Life in Hell,” 
said Allen. 

BY LAUREN GILL
A developer wants to install six 
dumpsters fi lled with dirt and 
plants in parking spaces around 
Gowanus this summer, which it 
says will help soak up rainwa-
ter to keep it from fl ooding the 
canal — surprising locals who 
say it is nice to see real estate 
tycoons fi nally bringing some-
thing other than luxury condo-
miniums to the community. 

“It’s new for me to have devel-
opers coming to the neighbor-
hood and doing something pos-
itive,” said Park Slope resident 
Joanna Oltman Smith at last 
Thursday’s Community Board 6 
transportation committee meet-
ing. “It provides much needed 
infrastructure in the neighbor-
hood.” 

The committee voted unan-
imously to approve Alloy De-
velopment’s pitch to install six 
11-foot-long, 4-feet-6 tall dump-
ster gardens across the nabe 
— each taking up two parking 
spots at Third Street between 
Bond Street and the canal, 
Union and Nevins streets, Union 
Street between Bond Street and 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Everything must go!

Iconic American depart-
ment store Sears is shutting 
its doors after 20 years in 
Marine Park’s Kings Plaza 
mall, and high-end Euro-
pean clothing stores Pri-
mark and Zara — Brook-
lyn’s fi rst — will replace it, 
mall owners announced on 

June 16. The tony couture-
purveyors will help trans-
form the mall into a more 
fashion-forward spot, said 
an executive from Macer-
ich, the company that owns 
Kings Plaza. 

“We are very pleased 
that both Primark and Zara 
share our vision of making 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 8Continued on page 10

B’klyn Bars 
up in the air

BY CARLO BOSTICCO
Time to get high!

Summer time is fi nally here, 
but for many Brooklynites that 
just means an increasingly 
sweaty commutes and gazing 
longingly out the offi ce windows. 

It doesn’t have to be so! We have 
compiled a list of the hottest roof-
top bars in Brooklyn, where you 
can work on your tan or indulge 
the evening breeze while sipping 
on a refreshing boozy beverage.

Esh
Six fl oors above the sidewalk 

— and just above Williasmburg’s 
Urban Outfi tters — the sizzling 
Israeli barbecue spot Esh of-
fers views of the Williamsburg 
Bridge, the Manhattan skyline, 
and hipsters for streets around. 
The rooftop features a full menu, 
so you can enjoy the pork ribs in 
smoked date syrup and thrice-
cooked fries in the open air. And 
if you time it right you can groove 
to one of two resident DJs in ac-

Continued on page 6

GET ON UP: The Kimoto Rooftop Beer Garden offers Asian-inspired eats, cocktails, and beer — along with stunning city 
views. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

THE SALES MAN: Artist Jon 
Allen will launch a collection 
of his funny animal comic 
“Ohio Is For Sale.”

RAISE THE ROOFDumpster 
planting in 
Gowanus

Comic features drinking dogsHey! Sears ya later!
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER BY DENNIS LYNCH
Critics say it’s a dicey 

bill.
Brooklyn lawmakers 

introduced a long-awaited 
bill on June 21 to combat 
illegal home construction 
that activists say is tear-
ing apart Bay Ridge and 
Dyker Heights, but critics 
say it could put immigrant 
families in a bind. A legal 
snag  signifi cantly delayed 
the legislation , so lawmak-
ers dropped a sticky pro-
vision that created a re-
lief fund for residents of 
diced-up homes who are 
displaced by city-issued 
vacate orders. But crack-
ing down on illegal hous-
ing without a safety net 
will drive tenants — many 
of whom are immigrants 
— onto the streets or into 
overcrowded housing con-
ditions, critics say.

“Given that the city 
has very little affordable 
housing options, where 
are they going to go?” said 
Aniqa Nawabi a spokes-
woman for Chhaya Com-
munity Development Cor-
poration, which advocates 
for Asian immigrants. 
“There can be overcrowd-
ing in other apartments, 
because people will go to 
live with family, 10 to an 
apartment.”

But legislators had to 
cut the provision, because 
it was holding up the works, 
according to the bill’s pri-
mary sponsor, who argued 

the plan would lead to few 
evictions, because the city 
only issues vacate orders 
on “immediately hazard-
ous” buildings.

“It gives the commi  
ssioner the option if they 
fi nd a fi re is about to erupt 
or there’s smoke conditions 
or gas,” Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) 
said. “So not everyone will 
be displaced — the owner 
will get fi ned, the fi ne will 
go through, and they’ll fi -
nancially suffer, but that 
doesn’t mean there will be 
a vacate order.”

The legislation,  an-
nounced to great fanfare 
in March last year , would 
create a building viola-
tion called “aggravated il-
legal conversion” — denot-
ing a fl ippant attempt to 
subdivide a house against 
code — that comes with a 
$15,000-per-unit fi ne for 
smaller homes with three 
or more illegal units. It 
would also let the Depart-
ment of Buildings obtain 
warrants for suspected 
conversions and put liens 
on buildings whose own-
ers do not pay up.

It does not affect build-
ings with fewer than three 
illegal units to protect oth-
erwise compliant property 
owners who create base-
ment apartments. Nawabi 
and Chhaya say the city 
should go a step further 
on that front and legalize 
basement apartments so it 

can better regulate them.
The bill initially di-

rected fi nes collected into 
a fund for families forced to 
vacate illegal conversions, 
but lawmakers cannot tell 
the mayor-controlled De-
partment of Buildings 
what to do with its money, 
Gentile said. Instead the 
measure requires a writ-
ten agreement between 
Council and the mayor. A 
statement from the may-
or’s offi ce stopped short of 
endorsing the agreement 
but suggested he was open 
to it.

“We are currently re-
viewing the legislation 
and remain committed to 
helping every displaced 
resident relocate and get 
the immediate assistance 
they deserve,” spokesman 
Austin Finan said.

Council will have to re-
sign the agreement with 
each new mayor, Gentile 
said. Alternatively, the 
Department of Buildings 
could create its own rules 
diverting fi nes into a dis-
placement fund, he said. 

Illegal conversions 
are dangerous to tenants, 
neighbors, and fi rst re-
sponders, the bill’s propo-
nents say. They also  lend to 
school overcrowding  and 
ruin neighborhood charac-
ter, activists and pols say. 
Roughly two dozen locals 
came to a rally Monday 
night heralding the bill’s 
introduction.

Close to home
CLEAR TO SEE: Primary sponsor Councilman Vincent Gentile shows how property owners clearly 
added an extra apartment entrance to their illegally subdivided building in his district. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

‘Illegal conversion bill’ introduced

PASTARIA

717 86st Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializing in homemade pasta 
& grandma-style pizza.

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram
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BY MAX JAEGER
It’s a match made in Sodom 
by the Sea!

A burlesque luminary 
and a founding member of 
shock-rock outfi t Gwar an-
nounced their engagement 
at Coney Island’s 34th Mer-
maid Parade. Beau Chuck 
Varga — an art director 
and costume-maker who 
 portrayed Sexecutioner  in 
the macabre metal act — 
popped the question to Bur-
lesque at the Beach founder 
Bambi during the Satur-
day art march, and she 
said yes. They met march-
ing last year, but theirs is 
a love story as timeless as 
the parade itself, Varga said 
— boy meets girl, girl helps 
boy don mermaid costume, 
boy helps girl out of cos-
tume after the parade.

“I shucked her oyster,” 
he said. “We met at a dress 
rehearsal. She wanted to do 
my fi ngernails. During that 
conversation, we just started 
to nibble on each other, and I 
saw her heart and she saw 
mine. I saw her at this af-
ter-party too, and I took her 
home with me. I told her I 

was abducting her.”
And there was no better 

place for a proposal, said 
Bambi, who has attended 
the parade for 23 years and 

was crowned Queen in 2006.
“It was like a dream come 

true — the parade is my fa-
vorite day of the year, and it 
means a lot to us,” she said. 

“To have all of our friends 
and family around us was 
really epic. It was the most 
beautiful thing that’s ever 
happened to me.”

Varga sculpted an elabo-
rate costume and fashioned 
a two-foot engagement ring 
for his larger-than-life pro-
posal. The pair plan to get 

married next year, and are 
hinting that parade founder 
and licensed wedding offi ci-
ant Dick Zigun will perform 
the sacred rite.

A SUMMER ROMANCE!
Shock-rocker pops the question to burlesque queen at the Mermaid Parade

DOWN ON ONE FLIPPER: (Clockwise from above) Chuck Varga proposes 
to Bambi the Mermaid. Parade founder Dick Zigun declares the beaches 
open for summer. A marcher dressed as a plastic bag monster in support 
of the so-called “bag tax.” King Neptune Carlo Scissura and Queen Mermaid 
Hailey Clauson are all smiles. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

BY MAX JAEGER
I got a ticket for drinking a 
beer at the Mermaid Parade 
— Brooklyn’s largest and 
most beloved public assem-
bly of drunken perverts. 

Sure, I’m guilty — I ac-
cept that I broke the law — 
but longtime patrons of the 
34-years-and-running art 
party say the citation is to-
tally unheard-of, and proof 
that Sodom by the Sea is los-
ing its edge.

“Man, this place has 
changed,” said Dan Nan-
jira, who has been attend-
ing since the mid-aughts. “We were at Cha Chas once 

— it isn’t there anymore — 
and cops were taking pic-
tures with topless women 
and open bottles of vodka. I 
am annoyed they issued you 
that ticket — you can quote 
me on that.”

Perhaps he was exagger-
ating, but there’s no disput-
ing that thousands of mer-
maids publicly imbibe at a 
rate that would make Bac-
chus dizzy. Marchers  lavish 
parade judges with hooch  
on Surf Avenue to curry fa-
vor — it’s  practically in the 
charter . Another attendee 

Reporter’s notebook: ‘I got a ticket 
for drinking at the Mermaid Parade’

GUILTY!: Deputy editor Max Jae-
ger with open-container sum-
mons and the offending pilsner.
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MERMAIDS AND BASEBALL — IT’S GETTING HOT IN BROOKLYN!MERMAIDS AND BASEBALL — IT’S GETTING HOT IN BROOKLYN!

Cyclones drop home opener

GOIN’ OUT SWINGIN’: Emmanuel Zabala led off the season with a homer — then the team 
tanked to the Yanks.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY DENNIS LYNCH
They dropped the ball.

The Brooklyn Cy-
clones opened the season 
at MCU Park in a spec-
tacular — but ultimately 
losing — 20-inning effort 
against the hated Staten 
Island Yankees on June 
17. The fi ve-and-a-half 

hour game was a thrill 
for everyone at the park, 
especially for local bud-
ding ballplayer William 
Gallagher, who got to 
throw out the fi rst pitch, 
his mother said.

“He almost hit the 
plate, he really loved it,” 
said Rachel Gangemi 

Gallagher, mom to the 
6-year-old hurler. “It was 
just a great night, every-
one had fun.”

Young Gallagher 
got to toss the season-
opening pitch because 
he and his classmates 
at PS 114 in Canarsie 

Continued on page 4
Continued on page 4
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raised a ton of dough 
for their school by sell-
ing more than 320 tick-
ets to the game. The 
loving brother brought 

his 8-year-old sister Av-
ery out on the mound to 
share the moment.

Leadoff Cyclones 
hitter Emmanuel Za-
bala homered top lead 
off the season, but the 
Cyclones  only scored 
one more run over the 

next 16 innings . Hurl-
ers threw 553 pitches 
and struck out 41 bat-
ters during the mara-
thon game, but the Yan-
kees eventually brought 
home the winning run 
on a sacrifice fly a half-
hour past midnight.

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
provides families with a sacred and permanent caring place 

for the cremated body of a loved one.

NYP 6/26/16

Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting one of our counselors.
www.ccbklyn.org

I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
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CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES

n

Over 150 years cemetery experience.

Continued from page 3 

TICKET

A TRADITION OF PUBLIC BOOZ-
ING: (Above) Marchers lubricate 
a judge on Surf Avenue. (Right) 
Marine Parker Tara Williams raises 
her glass — outside the designated 
drinking area.
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Continued from page 3

CLONES

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME: Sandy the Seagull hangs out with some young fans at the 
Brooklyn Cyclones season opener against the hated Staten Island Yankees. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

for nearly two decades said 
she’d seen everything at the 
annual parade — except a 
summons for suds.

“This is the fi rst time 
that I’ve heard someone 
getting ticketed for a beer,” 
said Marine Parker Tara 
Williams, who was drink-
ing on the Boardwalk near 
the B&B Carousell. “So I’m 
keeping mine on the down-
low now.”

But cops want more than 
on-the-down-low drinking, 
according one who detained 
me. The 60th Precinct’s com-
manding offi cer instructed 
his rank and fi le to sum-
mons for minor infractions 
such as public boozing and 
urination to send a message 
to beach-goers, an offi cer 
told me while another ran 
my name for warrants and 
wrote me the $25 fi ne.

Revelers, however, paid 
no heed when I showed 
them the ticket. Nanjira and 
a friend took their pilsners 
down the Boardwalk any-
how, and Williams offered 
to pose for a picture drink-
ing her lager in defi ance on 

the public esplanade.
Offi cials announced last 

year they were  upping aux-
iliary police numbers in the 
Amusement District  to com-
bat quality-of-life offenses, 
and crime is generally de-
clining in the 60th Precinct 
as it is citywide. But violent 
crime is still higher in Co-
ney than neighboring com-
mands, and there have been 
more shootings in the Peo-
ple’s Playground this year 
than either of the last two — 
11 to date versus six this time 
in 2015 and 2014,  city records 
show . Those numbers don’t 
even tell the whole story, ac-

cording to locals who say 
they are so accustomed to 
hearing gunshots that they 
don’t always bother calling 
police.

“We have become numb to 
the sound of bullets,” Pamela 
Pettyjohn  told me last year , 
standing feet from a hole that 
stray gunfi re tore in her Nep-
tune Avenue home.

Locals have  claimed the 
city favors the Amusement 
District over low-income res-
idential areas around it , but 
from where tourists are stand-
ing, Coney is defi nitely on the 
up, according to Nanjira, who 
lives on Long Island.
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I could  a credit union?

Great 
Rates!

Auto 
Loans

Mortgages &
Home Equity

Loans

Checking 
Accounts &

Online Banking

718-680-2121 718 934-6809

Applications available 24/7. www.bayridgeloans.org
Loan offers are subject to approval criteria related to creditworthiness, ability to repay, 

proof of income and acceptable collateral. Membership eligibility is required.

PILO ARTS SALON

Summer
Blow Out
July & August
$25 Blow-Outs*

718-748-7411  PILOARTS.COM

8412 3RD AVE BAY RIDGE 

Ask your stylist about our new summer rate for 

Service For Summer 15% off

*with select stylist; mention this ad when booking.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Windsor Terrace activist 
Rev. Billy Talen is preach-
ing a new gospel.

The rabble rouser has 
turned his attention from 
consumerism to carcino-
gens, creating an online 
map charting the dates and 
locations that workers have 
sprayed a potentially can-
cer-causing weed killer in 
Prospect Park — and else-
where — that he says will 
help other parents keep 
their kids safe and healthy.

“My main thing is chil-
dren,” said Talen, who is 
famed for adopting the per-
sona of a southern preacher 
to sermonize against so-
cietal ills. “It seems to me 
that these reports are of 
special concern and should 
be brought to the attention 
of parents.”

Talen’s new mission is to 
spread the bad word about 
glyphosate — the most com-
monly used herbicide in the 
world, and the active ingre-
dient in Monsanto Corpora-
tion’s ubiquitous Roundup 
brand. 

Park workers sprayed 
glyphosates 3,454 separate 
times throughout the fi ve 
boroughs between Jan. 2, 
2014 and Dec. 20, 2015 — sev-
eral dozen of them inside 
Brooklyn’s Backyard — ac-
cording to two Freedom of 
Information Law requests 
Talen fi led with the city.

The federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
does not consider gly-
phosate a carcinogen, but 
a 2015 World Health Orga-
nization analysis found the 
herbicide is “probably car-
cinogenic to humans,” and 
several cities — including 
Chicago, Ill. and Boulder, 
Colo. — have banned its 
use, while the European 
Union is currently consid-
ering a similar veto.

The scientist who spear-
headed the analysis has 
cautioned that it only found 
the chemical could cause 
cancer, not that it likely 
does — and did not assess 
the circumstances under 
which that might happen. 

“It means you ought to 
be a little concerned about 
[glyphosate],”  Aaron Blair, 
a scientist emeritus at the 

National Cancer Institute, 
told the New Yorker  last 
year.

But at least one egghead 
claims the lack of scientifi c 
consensus has more to do 
with government lobbying 
and privately-funded propa-
ganda campaigns — much 
like the cover-up of tobac-
co’s harmful effects — and 
parents should defi nitely be 
freaking out.

“There are billions of dol-
lars involved in glyphosate,” 
said Dr. Don Huber, a plant 
pathologist who retired fol-
lowing a 35-year tenure at 
Purdue University and now 
tours the country railing 
against the herbicide. “I re-
member as a youth when 
tobacco was promoted as re-
laxing the nerves and sooth-
ing the troubled spirit, and 
that it was benefi cial for 
health. The same tactics are 
being used now that were 
used then.”

Monsanto has long dis-
puted any dangers.

Talen’s map shows most 
of the Prospect Park spray-
ing has been along Prospect 
Park West, near the Parks 
Department’s borough 
headquarters, although 
glyphosate was sprayed at 
least once in Vanderbilt 
Playground — a block away 
from Talen’s home, and 
where he takes his 6-year-
old to play.

Talen says his map 
only gave him the nearest 
cross-streets for the spray-
ing sites, however, so some 
that may have taken place 
throughout the park are 
marked on the outskirts.

The Prospect Park Al-
liance, the advocacy group 
that maintains the park-
land, says it only uses gly-
phosate as a last resort, and 
fi rst tries to deal with weeds 
through a variety of non-
polluting methods, includ-
ing hand pulling, mulch-
ing, and  goats . 

“In cases where inte-
grated methods of com-
bating pests and inva-
sive plants fail, New York 
City Parks policy requires 
the use of the herbicide 
Roundup,” said Alliance 
spokeswoman Grace Mc-
Creight. “Roundup is only 
applied in select areas of the 
park most at risk of these is-
sues.”

But Talen would like to 
see it stop altogether — and 
believes enough evidence 
exists to warrant it. 

“What happened to pre-
caution?” he said. “There 
are all these studies, let’s 
not spray this for a while.”

Find the map at www.
revbilly.com/maps.

Weed all about it
Rev. Billy Talen spreads word about herbicide

GREEN PASTURES: Reverend 
Billy Talen is spreading the good 
word on the potentially cancer-
causing glyphosate herbicide 
that the Parks Department and 
Prospect Park Alliance routine-
ly spray in Brooklyn’s Backyard.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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tion: DJ George Costanza’s on 
the fi rst Friday of each month, 
and DJ Soandso and his psy-
chedelic African beats on the 
second Saturday.

Esh at 98 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–0195, www.eshbrooklyn.
com. Rooftop opens Mon–Fri 
at 4:30 pm, Sat–Sun at noon.

Tom’s Coney Island
This Coney Island roof-

top may only be on the sec-
ond fl oor, but it is right on the 
Boardwalk, which means that 
it is a prime spot to enjoy the 
sun and sweeping views of 
sand and surf. Tom’s Restau-
rant in Prospect Heights is 
a Brooklyn institution, and 
its Coney spin-off serves the 
same hearty brunches and 
diner-style hearty meals. And 
up on the roof, you can also 
sample from a long list of fro-
zen concoctions, including a 
dozen variations on the mar-
garita, daiquiri, and pina co-
lada. It closes early, but there 
is nothing wrong with some 
day-drinking! 

1229 Boardwalk at Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, (718) 
942–4200, www.tomsbrooklyn.
com]. Mon–Sat, 8 am–5 pm; 
Sun, 8 am–7 pm. 

Kimoto Rooftop
On the 25th fl oor of the Aloft 

Hotel sits the Kimoto Rooftop 

beer garden, with breathtak-
ing views of Downtown and, 
if you settle in the right spot, 
a breathtaking view of the 
Statue of Liberty. As the beer 
garden moniker implies, it 
has an indoor Zen rock garden 
and two dozen local and Japa-
nese beers — but the draw is 
the elegant cocktails, espe-
cially the frothy signature 
bourbon drink “The Kimoto,” 
and the playful dishes from 
chef Brian Tsao. The Kobe 
beef burger with white truffl e 
oil is a highlight.

Kimoto Rooftop [216 Duf-
fi eld St. between Willoughby 
Street and Fulton Street Down-
town, (718) 858–8940, www.
kimotorooftop.com]. Open 
Mon–Thu, 4 pm–midnight, 
Fri, 4 pm–2 am, Sat, noon–2 
am, Sun, noon–10 pm.

Fornino at 
Bklyn Bridge Park

Again, this spot is only on 
the second fl oor, but the loca-
tion inside Brooklyn Bridge 
Park comes with multiple 
benefi ts: a view of the Statue 
of Liberty and Lower Man-
hattan, an ideal sunset-gaz-
ing orientation, and a special 
menu with sandwiches, arti-
sanal sodas and ice cream, in 
addition to the usual — and 
usually excellent — wood-
fi red pizza, as well as beer 
and wine. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Pier 6 [Furman Street at At-
lantic Avenue, (718) 422–1107, 
www.fornino.com]. Open 10 
am–midnight. 

Continued from page 1 

ROOFTOP

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It will be a blast!

Fourth of July is al-
most here and Macy’s 
will again launch its dis-
play of colorful fi reworks 
on the East River, giving 
Brooklyn the best view of 
the pyrotechnics. Make a 
plan early so you can pick 
the perfect spot along the 
water to celebrate the 
land of the free and the 
home of the brave. 

America’s 
front yard 

Pack up a blanket 
and picnic basket and 
grab a spot on the grass 
at Brooklyn Bridge Park 
to watch the rockets’ red 
glare light up the sky. 
Pier 1, Pier 6, and Pier 
5’s promenade will be 
open to the public, but 
be sure you head over 
early — all local streets 
will close to cars at 4 pm. 
Enter through Old Ful-
ton and Furman streets, 
Joralemon and Furman 
streets, or Old Dock and 
Furman streets.

Brooklyn Bridge 
Park [334 Furman St. in 
Dumbo, (718) 222–9939, 
brooklynbridgepark .
org]. Free. 

Prominent spot
Right above Brook-

lyn Bridge Park is the 
Promenade in Brook-
lyn Heights, which will 
offer some of the best 
views in the borough. 
Spots along the skyline 
walkway will fi ll up 
quick, and police will 
block the entrances to 
avoid overcrowding, so 
stake out your bench as 

early as you can. 
Brooklyn Heights 

Promenade [Enter at 
Montague Street at Mon-
tague Terrace, or along 
Columbia Heights be-
tween Pierrepont Place 
and Cranberry Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
722–3214, www.nycgov-
parks.org]. Free.

Stars and 
stripes 

Head on over to 
Northern Territory in 
Greenpoint for an eye-
ful — and earful — of 
the fi reworks. The patri-
otic pyrotechnic display 
is so close to the bar’s 
rooftop, you may have 
to cover your ears. The 
bar, though Australian, 
will show its love for all 
50 states with red, white, 
and blue drinks and a 

special menu fi lled with 
American grub. The 
200-person rooftop fi lls 
up quickly, and the bar 
will abandon its usual 
reservation system for a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
policy, so get there before 
the sun goes down.

Northern Territory 
[12 Franklin St. between 
Meserole Avenue and N. 
15th Street in Greenpoint, 
(347) 689–4065, www.
northernterritorybk.
com]. $40.

Cuatro de Julio
If you crave Mexican 

food while you celebrate 
America’s independence 
day, reserve a spot on 
Alma’s rooftop bar near 
the waterfront, where 
the fi reworks are sure 
to illuminate the sky-
line. The restaurant of-

fers a prix fi xe menu on 
its main fl oor for $50 — 
but you’ll want to splurge 
for the roof, at $75. For 
that price, you will get a 
three-course meal and 
unbeatable views. 

Alma [187 Colum-
bia St. between Degraw 
and Sackett streets in 
the Columbia Water-
front District, (718) 643-
5400, almarestaurant.
com].$50–$75. 

All day 
and all night

Williamsburg’s Mc-
Carren Hotel and Pool 
will host a rooftop fi re-
works party with a fancy 
raw bar and DJs Sleepy 
and Boo spinning live 
sets. A general admis-
sion ticket for $25 will 
get you into the bar, with 

OOH, AAH: Crowds fi ll up Brooklyn Bridge Park to watch fi reworks light up the night sky on 
July 4. File photo by Jason Speakman

Where to watch 
fi reworks on July 4

LOOK OUT: Visitors at the Kimoto Rooftop Beer Garden enjoy the view of 
Downtown. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on page 10
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Thank you to the sponsors of the 

2016 Caribbean American 
Healthcare Awards
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“There was something 
about the way the characters 
suffered so much, but then 
they’re these cute, goofy rab-
bits, so you don’t expect it to 
be as heavy as it is until you 
really dig into it,” he said. 

Also, he said: “I think 
I’m just channeling all the 
dumb cartoons I watched 
as a kid.”

The challenges his char-
acters face come from his 
own experiences outside 
of Waterbury, Connecticut, 
said Allen. 

“I grew up in a suburb of 
a depressed manufacturing 
city,” he said. “Most of the 

inspiration for the comic 
comes from the dumb stuff 
my friends and I would do to 
keep ourselves entertained 
— feeling like that town 
was the entire world, want-
ing to get out but having no 
idea where to go, and wind-
ing up just driving around 
and hanging out in parking 
lots and diners all night.”

He chose Ohio for the ti-
tle of the book because, af-
ter spending a week crash-
ing on a friend’s couch 
there, he felt it was the epit-
ome of an economic and 
cultural dead zone. 

“There was nothing to 
do and there were drive-
thru liquor stores every-
where,” he said. “There’s 
something mysterious and 

sinister about those quiet 
suburban towns.”

The event on June 25 
will feature two other art-
ists, as well as free beer 
from Brooklyn Brewery. 
The show on June 30 will 
feature readings from Al-
len and three other Brook-
lyn indie cartoonists: 
Dean Haspiel, who draws 
the comic  Red Hook , El-
len Lindner, and Aaron 
Cockle, followed by a per-
formance from local band 
the Dead Painters.

“Ohio Is For Sale” book 
release party at Halyard’s 
Bar [406 Third Ave. at 
Sixth street in Gowanus, 
(718) 532–8787, www.barhal-
yards.com]. June 30 at 7 pm. 
Free.

Continued from page 1 

CARTOON

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Well doesn’t that bleat all!

The roof of Marine 
Park’s  $16.5 million Car-
mine Carro Community 
Center  is covered in weeds, 
and the city is ignoring the 
obvious solution — goats. 
Safety requirements make 
it tough for Parks Depart-
ment workers to get on top 
of the structure, one of the 
greensward’s wardens told 
this paper. But the sure-
footed mammals are nat-
ural climbers and could 
gobble up the overgrown 
canopy and even draw spec-
tators, according to a mem-
ber of the Prospect Park Al-
liance, which  outsourced 
landscaping work in Brook-
lyn’s Backyard to the no-
toriously hungry animals 
this year .

“The goats have been 
very successful here so far, 

and we have seen a great 
public response to their 
presence,” said Grace Mc-
Creight of the Prospect 
Park Alliance. “Goats have 
been a great addition to our 
landscape -management 
team. They’ve seen a lot of 
success in other parks, and 
they may be an option to 
Marine Park.”

But the cud-chewers 
won’t be chowing down on 
the center’s summit any 
time soon, according to a 
Parks Department spokes-
woman.

“No, we would not put 
goats on a roof,” said the 
rep, who asked to remain 
anonymous.

The department is in-
stead considering a (hu-
man) contractor to trim 
the herbage, she said.

Locals don’t seem to 
mind the weeds, but they 

do wonder what the city’s 
long-term plan is, and one 
even suggested another 
agrarian fi x.

“To tell you the truth, 
I’ve seen the growth up 
there, and I don’t know 
what it’s supposed to look 
like,” said Ed Jaworksi, 
president of the Madison-
Marine Homecrest Civic 
Association, which meets 
monthly in the building. 
“Maybe there will be a 
corn fi eld, wouldn’t that be 
cool?”

The verdant roof’s main 
function is absorbing rain 
water and shielding the 
building, which  took lon-
ger to build than the Free-
dom Tower , from the sun — 
a task it does so admirably 
that it  won an environmen-
tal design award earlier 
this year , the spokeswoman 
said.

Parks: ‘We won’t use goats to 
trim Carmine Carro Center roof’

GOOD TO GOAT: The Carmine Carro Center’s weed-fi lled roof is prime fodder for goats like the ones 
that trim unwanted foliage in Prospect Park (inset), a member of the park’s friends group says. 
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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BY RUTH BROWN
Stay tuned for “Bushwick 
Beyond Thunderdome.”

Architecture fi rm ODA 
New York last week re-
vealed designs for a mas-
sive housing development 
at the old Rheingold brew-
ery site in Bushwick, which 
the building’s developer 
has dubbed “Bushwick II” 
— as fi rst  reported by the 
Real Deal . 

The giant property, 
bounded by Stanwix and 
Melrose streets and Ever-
green and Flushing ave-
nues, won’t just be another 
luxury Bushwick apart-
ment complex, the design 
fi rm claims. It will be the 
“Desperado” to Bushwick’s 
“El Mariachi,” the “Wrath 
of Khan” to its “Star Trek: 
The Motion Picture” — an 
entirely new and improved 
“city” of plazas, play-
grounds, art galleries, and 
coffee shops for all to enjoy.

“A whole host of com-
munal spaces open to the 
neighborhood, spread over 
1 million gross square 
feet, will render this much 
more than a housing com-
plex,” said the company in 
a release. “Bushwick II is 
a veritable city within the 
city.”

Much like the writers 
of “Deuce Bigalow: Euro-
pean Gigolo,” the archi-
tects say they looked to the 
Old World for inspiration 
when designing the 911-
unit Bushwick II, creating 
“meandering courtyards” 
throughout the property 
that locals will be able to 
wander around like a Euro-
pean village.

For residents, the com-
plex will feature connected 
rooftops spanning the size 
of a football fi eld that will 
include a pool, mini-golf 
course, rock-climbing wall, 
and an “urban farm” — 

where tenants can grow 
their own food and relive 
the pastoral scenes from 
“Babe: Pig in the City” be-
fore Babe goes to the city. 

Developer All Year 
Management  says  20 per-
cent of Bushwick II’s units 
will be below-market-rate 
— upholding a promise 
the site’s previous owner 
 Read Property Group  
made when it  convinced 
the city to rezone the land 
in 2013 . 

All Year bought its 
share of the Rheingold site 
from Read for $72.2 million 
in October last year — al-
most the amount “Jackass: 
Number Two” made at the 
box offi ce.

Read  sold another part 
of the old brewery  to real es-
tate fi rm the Rabsky Group 
the year before for $53 mil-
lion — a little more than 
“Wall Street: Money Never 
Sleeps” took in — whose 

honchos plan to build a 400-
unit complex also designed 
by ODA. 

Construction on Bush-

wick II is already under-
way, and is expected to 
wrap in fall 2017, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for 

the architect — around the 
same time “Blade Runner 
2,” “Creed 2,” and “Thor: 
Ragnarok” hit cinemas.

The Time  
Is Now!

  Exciting Majors Including: Occupational Therapy, Nursing, Physician Assistant, Aviation, 
and Pharmaceutical Science 
 Research and Internship Opportunities at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
 Get a High-Value Education at an Affordable Cost

Why York?

Visit our website: www.york.cuny.edu/admissions

You can still register for the fall 2016 semester!

Electric boogaloo

BUSHWICK WITH A VENGEANCE: A look down from above. ODA New York

Plans revealed for development Bushwick II
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Kings Plaza a ‘must-
have’ retail location,” 
said Randy Brant. “We 
have been pursuing 
this signifi cant rede-
velopment opportunity 
since we purchased 
the property, and we 
look forward to creat-
ing even more value at 
Kings Plaza.”

Macerich will re-
develop the Flatbush 
Avenue-facing Sears 
building in early 2017, 
and mall moguls will 
gussy-up the build-
ing’s entrance, replac-
ing the window-less 
facade with a four-
story glass front, said 
a spokeswoman for 
Macerich. 

They’re also build-
ing two new escalators 
and elevators but will 
not comment on the 
price tag, she said.

Sears decided to 
close up shop by mid-
September to help cut 
costs for the Chicago-
based company, which 
came to Kings Plaza in 
1997, said a spokesman 
for the company.

“Store closures are 
part of a series of ac-
tions we’re taking to 
reduce on-going ex-
penses,” said Chris 
Brathwaite.

Sears will host a 
pre-closing liquidation 
sale starting June 30, 
he said. 

The store opened to 
great fanfare in 1997, 
and the company’s for-
mer chief — a Park 

Slope native — pre-
dicted two decades ago 
that the store would 
have staying power in 
Brooklyn.

“New York City is 
one of our most impor-
tant markets, and right 
now we feel it is vastly 
underserved. At Kings 
Plaza, we have an ideal 
environment, and we 
feel we will be there 
for the long run,” said 
then-chief executive 
Arthur Martinez.

The borough’s 
other Sears location 
— on Beverly Road 
in Flatbush — and  its 
iconic building  are 
safe for now, Brath-
waite said. 

“The store is open 
and serving our mem-
bers,” he said. “It’s not 
closing.”

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

Continued from page 1 
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a view of fi reworks 
out of its retractable 
roof. And for $75, you 

can get to head up to 
the terrace for passed 
food, a champagne 
toast, and panoramic 
views of the East River 
as the fi reworks fall 
into the water.

McCarren Hotel and 
Pool (160 N. 12th St. be-
tween Bedford and 
Berry, (718) 218–7500, 
www.mccarrenhotel.
com). $25–$75. 7 pm to 
midnight. 

JULY 4
Continued from page 6

the canal, Sackett and Nev-
ins streets, Nevins Street be-
tween Douglass and Butler 
streets, and Third Avenue at 
Douglass Street. 

Alloy — which is break-
ing ground on its new com-
pany headquarters on Car-
roll and Nevins streets next 
year — is partnering with 
local eco-advocacy group 
the Gowanus Canal Conser-
vancy on the project, and 
says it will be a way to bring 
awareness to the need for 
rainwater-absorbing infra-
structure in the area. 

Currently, storm runoff 
fl ows into a sewage tank un-
derneath the canal, but it of-
ten gets overwhelmed and 
the waste seeps into the fetid 
waterway.

The city is  installing more 
tanks as part of the federal ca-
nal cleanup , but those won’t be 
ready for years, and one of Al-
loy’s honchos says the dump-
sters — which can each absorb 
2,000 gallons of water at a time 
— will put a small dent in the 
stinky problem. The trash-can 
gardens will also direct pass-
ersby to  a website  about Gow-

anus’s infamous struggles with 
storms.

“Water management is a 
critical issue for Gowanus,” 
said AJ Pires, Alloy’s execu-
tive vice president. “We hope 
the project can help draw at-
tention to the issue while 
we wait for the larger reme-
dies the government is plan-
ning.”

The dumpsters are being 
sanctioned under the De-
partment of Transportation’s 
“Street Seats” program, 
where businesses can apply 
 to stick pop-up public plazas  
in parking spaces. 

Only two of the sites will 
actually include seats — 

which will be separate and 
on the sidewalk, not part of 
the gardens — but a spokes-
woman for the agency said 
the project is still in the 
program’s spirit of creat-
ing “vibrant, social pub-
lic spaces” on “underused” 
streets.

The committee members 
didn’t sweat losing the park-
ing spaces, arguing Gow-
anus has plenty, and cham-
pioned the planters as a 
more effective use of the as-
phalt. 

“I like seeing our public 
shared space and the road-
way being used for things 
above and beyond storing 
private vehicles,” said Olt-
man Smith. 

The city offers up taxpayer 
dollars for building Street 
Seats structures, but Alloy says 
it will foot the full bill for buy-
ing, refurbishing, and planting 
the dumpsters along with some 
sponsors, including construc-
tion company Monadnock and 
wedding venue Gowanus Hos-
pitality Group. 

Once the summer is over 
and the dumpsters are gone, 
the Parks Department will 
take the vegetation out and 
plant it around the bor-
ough.

DUMPSTER
Continued from page 1

DUMPSTER PLANTS: Developer 
Alloy is planning on installing six 
Dumpsters that can hold up to 
2,000 gallons of water each around 
Gowanus.  Alloy
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Join Us for the

EUROCUP

at Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Come  Watch  the 
Eurocup  Games
COMPLIMENTARY FOOD

DURING ALL GERMANY GAMES


