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BY LAUREN GILL
Some bozo went swimming in the noto-
riously noxious waters of the Gowanus 
Canal on Saturday wearing nothing but 
his trunks. 

A neighbor who spotted the knuckle-
head said the guy defi nitely didn’t con-
fuse the canal for a summer cool-off spot 
— he jumped into the fi lthy fl uid to show 
off for his friends.

“The swimmer was aware of the toxic 
waste,” said Martin Bisi, who spotted 
the guy fl oating in the waterway near 
the Whole Foods parking lot on Third 
Street, as fi rst reported by  Gothamist . 
“It seemed like part of the daredevilness 
of what he did was because of the reputa-
tion of the canal.” 

Bisi said he heard the man joking to 
his pals about dead bodies as he splashed 
his way to the middle of the noxious 
stretch next to the “Harvest Dome” —  an 
art exhibit that is slowly sinking in the 
coal tar-laden waters . 

The dipstick swam around the per-
nicious stretch for about fi ve minutes — 
keeping his head above water — before 
making his way back to shore, emerging 
with no visible mutations, Bisi said.

The federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency strongly recommends 
against touching the canal’s waters, 
which fl ood with poop from the nearby 
sewer system every time it rains, and are 
riddled with e. coli and  gonorrhea . 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Superhero empire Marvel Comics is in-
stalling a massive bronze statue of Cap-
tain America in Prospect Park next 
month to coincide with the 75th an-
niversary of the Brooklyn-born char-
acter — but some fans say the timing 
couldn’t be worse.

The  comic is currently in the midst 
of a controversial story arc in which 
the super soldier has joined the evil Hy-
dra organization  — a criminal network 
with origins in the Nazi party — and 
afi cionados say it isn’t exactly a period 
many would like to see memorialized.

Continued on page 25

‘Captain 
America’ 
statue for 

P’Park

WHAT A BIG DIP!
Knucklehead goes for a swim in disgusting Gowanus Canal

SPOTTED: The mystery man exits the Gowanus Canal after going for a swim — possibly to 
impress his friends, an onlooker said.  Martin Bisi

Continued on page 25
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Hot dog — we have wieners!
Joey Chestnut and Miki Sudo bask in the glory of victory after the annual Fourth of July Nathan’s hot-dog-eating contest. Sudo 
defended her title in her third-straight win, and Chestnut reclaimed the Mustard Yellow International Belt by downing a contest-
record 70 sausages — roughly the number pictured here. For more, see page 2. Photo by Paul Martinka



2    COURIER LIFE, JULY 8–14, 2016 DT

Welcome to the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten

Rain or Shine, We’re Open! 

Inspired by the Grand Prospect Hall’s historic Bavarian roots, the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten 
makes beer lovers “dreams come true” with a collection of German and New York brews, winery varietals, 

and traditional German Cuisine and American specialties.

Original 1892 photo of Biergarten 
with a theatrical stage, 

ready for action.

Open 

& 

4 pm – 11 pm; 

4 pm – 1 am; 

Noon – 1 am; 

Noon – 11 pm

No smoking 
in the garden

 
Please reserve 
for 7+ guests

Some parking 
available
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BY COLIN MIXSON
They goat away, but they’ll 
bleat back!

Prospect Park’s four-legged 
lawn mowers have literally 
eaten themselves out of a job, 
demolishing all the weeds 
they were supposed to spend 
four months gobbling down in 
only two. 

Now they’re back home 
on their farm, but fans won’t 
have to say goodbye for good 
— the woolly weed-whackers 
will return to the park some-
time in August, where they’ll 
remain until the growing sea-
son ends around the begin-
ning of October, according to 
their agent.

“They’ll be back within 
four to six weeks, and the ob-
jective is to keep the goats 
eating until the end of the 
growing season,” said Larry 
Cihanek, who co-owns the 
goat leasing Green Goats busi-
ness with his wife Annlilita. 

The goats have been ban-
ished while the unwanted fo-
liage regrows — which may 
sound counterintuitive, but 
Cihanek says the process will 
use up the remainder of the 
plants’ nutrient stores, so that 
when the goats return and eat 
the weeds for a second time, 
the plants will become weak 
and die out over the winter.

The  city contracted eight of 
Cihanek’s  billies to start nib-
bling away at the various un-
wanted shrubs sprouting in 
the park’s steep Vale of Cash-
mere section in May, but de-
termining the appropriate 
number of goats for any given 
job is more art than science, 
and it would appear a few kids 
too many were herded in to 
curtail the weeds, he said.

“We outran the vegeta-
tion and they ate it all,” said 
Cihanek.

The parks’ gardeners won’t 
be the only ones delighted 

to see the goats return next 
month — in addition to acting 
as an all-natural herbicide, 
the animal laborers have be-
come a big draw for visitors, 
who turned out in droves to 
welcome the bleating bush-
eaters in May, according to 
a spokeswoman for the out-
fi t that maintains the green 
space.

“We’ve seen a wonderful re-
sponse to the goats,” said Pros-
pect Park Alliance spokes-
woman Grace McCreight. 

The goats won’t be working 
between now and August, but 
it wouldn’t be right to charac-
terize their downtime as a va-
cation — as Cihanek tells it, 
they have never really worked 
a day in their lives.

“They’re on a permanent 
vacation, because they either 
eat the bushes, or we feed 
them,” he said. “They have a 
great life. We’re the ones that 
don’t get a vacation.”

HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU, KID: Prospect Park’s four-legged lawn mowers have eaten themselves out of a job.
 Photo by Paul Martinka

BY COLIN MIXSON
There’s gold in them thar 
parking spaces!

The creator of a new mo-
bile service that helps motor-
ists fi nd free parking spaces 
is offering to pay anyone who 
uses his software to report 
open spaces in Park Slope. 

The app — called Luis — 
enables drivers to share free 
spaces in exchange for a small 
tip, but the company’s honcho 
says he will cover all the gra-
tuities out of his own pocket 
while he is getting the busi-
nesses up and running. 

“In the beginning when 
drivers tip other drivers, 
we’re going to tip from our 
pocket on their behalf,” said 
Phil Roschupkin, who is him-
self a former Sloper and runs 
his company out of Ditmas 
Park.

Luis allows drivers to se-
lect one of two buttons — one 
for drivers looking for park-
ing and another for those 
about to vacate a spot, then 
uses the global positioning 
system to guide motorists to 
the fl agged space.

And whenever a user is 
successful in steering an-
other to an open space, the 
parker is given the option of 
tipping the leaver a few bucks 
for the information — a small 
portion of which Roschupkin 
and his company will shave 
off the top.

Currently, however, any-
one willing to leave a tip will 
be able to do so on the design-
ers’ dime, making the service 
completely free of charge un-
til some later date.

“We’re going to start mon-
etization maybe in a year and 
a half, or two years, but not 

now,” he said. 
Roschupkin says he is roll-

ing the app out in Park Slope 
fi rst because it was inspired 
by his own time living and 
driving in the neighborhood, 
which he says is notorious for 
its dearth of parking.

In fact, he was fi red from 
a job for coming in late due 
to circling around the Slope 
looking for parking, he said.

“I know the struggle,” Ro-
schpukin said.

And at least one local res-
ident agrees the Park Slope 
parking struggle is real, and 
said she would be willing to 
use the app — and pay the 
tip — if it meant saving a few 
trips around the block every 
few days.

“I’m going to use the app,” 
said 25-year resident Nancy 
Johnson. “I might tip them, 
not more than a couple bucks, 
but I might if it saves me 
driving around the block six 
times.”

This guy will 
pay you to fi nd 
Slope parking  

PARK NOPE: Former Park Slope 
resident Phil Roschupkin created 
the parking app Luis so drivers 
can let other motorists know 
when a parking spot is open. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

No kid-ing around
Goats leave Brooklyn’s Backyard for a month

BY RUTH BROWN
Another predator attempted to 
rape a woman near Prospect 
Park on Saturday, according 
to police — just the latest in 
a spate of similar assaults in 
and around the park in recent 
weeks.

Cops say the 23-year-old vic-
tim was walking near Seventh 

Avenue and Garfi eld Place at 
around 4:40 am on July 2 when 
a creep came up behind her, 
pushed her to the ground, and 
began to pull down his pants. 

The victim then threw her 
purse at the guy, and he ran off, 
authorities said.

Police released security 
footage of a suspect, who they 

say is around 25 to 30 years old, 
5-foot-10 to 6-foot tall, and 150–
170 pounds. The fi lm also shows 
him sporting a moustache.

The attack was less than a 
week after a sicko attempted to 
rape a woman in nearby Wind-
sor Terrace, on 16th Street be-
tween 11th Avenue and Pros-
pect Park Southwest, but cops 

don’t believe the two crimes are 
related. 

Last month, another creep 
 assaulted a woman on Second 
Street  between Seventh and 
Eighth avenue in Park Slope, 
while two guys  repeatedly 
punched a woman in the face 
while trying to rape her  on Ten-
nis Court near Ocean Avenue 

in Ditmas Park, according to 
police.

And  in April , another brute 
tried to rape a woman as she 
was jogging through Prospect 
Park, according to a report.

Anyone with info about 
the crime can contact police at 
(800) 577–8477, or www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com.

Yet another attempted rape near Prospect Park
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By Alexandra Simon

It is going to be a bloody good time!
A campy theatrical mash-up of slasher films and 

1960s beach movies will make a splash in Park Slope 
this month. The Piper Theatre’s free outdoor production 
of the play “Psycho Beach Party,” opening at the Old 
Stone House on July 14, has a frothy blend of genres that is 
shore to draw audiences of all stripes, say organizers. 

“This is a very ironic, sarcastic takeoff on the ’60s beach 
films with a little camp horror thrown in — and it’s a little 
sexy,” said Kim Maier, executive director of Old Stone 
House. “It’s very funny — more funny than horror.”

The play follows Florence “Chicklet” Forrest, a teen-
age girl desperately trying to fit in with the popular surfer 
crowd of Malibu. But she has multiple personalities, and 
worries that one of her alter-egos might be responsible for 
the bodies that start piling up on the beach. 

Even those who have seen the play before — or the 
2000 film version — will be surprised by the ending of 
the play, Maier said. Playwright Charles Busch, who also 
wrote “Die, Mommie Die!” and “Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom,” made some changes to the script for this first 

outdoor production of “Psycho Beach Party.”
“The show is all about drawing out the suspense and 

never knowing what will happen next,” said Maier. “It’s 
the original play with some updates from the playwright 
himself — he made updates to his script for this show.”

This is Piper Theatre’s 12th summer performing at Old 
Stone House. The outdoor shows usually draw about 400 
people, who spread out blankets and chairs in front of the 
stage, making a full evening of the event, said Maier. 

“People can their bring picnic and blanket and enjoy 
the bay breeze. It’s a very chill scene,” she said.

 The productions are always free, in a bid to make 
going to shows more attractive to all audiences.

“We think about what is and what’s not accessible for 
theater in New York City,” said Maier. “There was a time 
where it cost $75 to see a play in Manhattan — that’s not 
accessible at all.” 

Those who attend the show will be able enjoy a beachy 
atmosphere. The only thing that will be absent is the 
beach itself.

“We have a fantastic, immersive stage setup — waves, 
seagulls, canvas, beach surf scene, concession stand,” said 
Maier. “Everything but sand.”

“Psycho Beach Party” at the Old Stone House [336 
Third St., between Fourth and Fifth Avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195, www.oldstonehouse.com]. July 14–16, 
21–23 at 8 pm. Free.

‘Psycho Beach Party’ lands in the Slope

Get the point?: A potentially mur-
derous mother, played by drag 
artist Sam Given, right, menaces 
her daughter’s love interests in 
“Psycho Beach Party,” opening 
July 14 in Park Slope. Lisa Pines

Hack and splash

Tropical patterns of behavior: Actors Sebastian Quinn, Elizabeth 
Doyle, and Artem Kreimer make a steamy triangle in the campy 
play “Psycho Beach Party.” Lisa Pines

BY MAX JAEGER AND DENNIS LYNCH
Animal-rights activists doused an eater 
in fake blood and got in a scuffl e with an-
other during the Nathan’s hot-dog–eat-
ing contest on July 4.

Hot-dog-hating vegans from Direct 
Action Everywhere climbed up on stage 
and threw the goo on Dan “Big Cat” Katz 
and Crazy Legs Conti about two minutes 
into the annual gorge-a-thon. Katz, who 
ate just 12 of the meaty treats, predicted 
he could have exceeded champion Joey 
Chestnut’s record-breaking 70 had the 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
He’s the champ of chomp once 
more.

Joey “Jaws” Chestnut re-
claimed his title in the Na-
than’s Famous Hot Dog Eating 
Contest on July 4, inhaling a 
contest-record 70 wieners and 
buns in 10 minutes. Rival Matt 
“Megatoad” Stonie  snatched 
the coveted Mustard Yellow 
International Belt  from Chest-
nut’s jaws last year, so the 
nine-time champ was hungry 
for revenge, he said.

“It’s his fault — he beat me 
last year and woke the sleep-
ing giant. He made me go back 
to the drawing board and fi g-
ure out my body again,” Chest-
nut told ESPN.

The dethroned Stonie, who 
has been  embroiled in a fi ery 
feud  with former friend Ches-
nut, was gracious in his de-
feat.

“Joey came out, he brought 
his A-game,” Stonie told tele-

vision cameras. “I can’t take 
that away from him.”

Chestnut lost in a heart-
breaker last year, later saying 
he was off his game because 

the woman  he proposed to  be-
fore his 2014 win  broke off the 
engagement  just before the 
2015 contest.

But the champ came out of 

the gate hot and never looked 
back this time, one longtime 
fan said.

“To see him going at it, 
to have 40 dogs down in four 
minutes, I mean, look I can’t 
eat two in a month — it was 
just fantastic,” said Coney Is-
lander David Orlov, who has 
attended nearly every com-
petition over the last decade. 
“It’s silly, it’s fun, and it’s a Co-
ney Island staple — just like 
the Mermaid Parade.”

Chestnut walked into the 
competition on top of his game. 
He qualifi ed last week with 
a world-record 73.5, and the 
crowd was squarely on Chest-
nut’s side, often chanting his 
name and booing when em-
cee George Shea introduced 
Stonie.

Ladies champ Miki Sudo 
won her third-straight, put-
ting away 38.5 franks to break 
the previous contest record of 
38. 

ON A ROLL: Chestnut took the lead early on, and Stonie was the only one 
who gave him a run for his money. Here they are in the fi nal moments.
 Photo by Paul Martinka

CRAZY ARMS, TOO: Crazy Legs Conti 
fi ghts back, sending food and drinks fl y-
ing. Direct Action Everywhere

THE BIG WIENER!
Chestnut reclaims hot-dog-eating title, sets contest record

FRANKS FOR THE MEMORIES, BROOKLYN!FRANKS FOR THE MEMORIES, BROOKLYN!

Eat on the brat!
Meet Coney’s newest 

sausage-eating contest

Food fi ght!
Vegans, eaters duke it 

out at competition
BY DENNIS LYNCH

You can’t beat the big dogs.
Steeplechase Beer Garden threw a 

bratwurst-eating competition right af-
ter the Nathan’s hot-dog-eating contest 
wrapped up a few blocks away on July 
4. Owners of the bar — home base for 
hot-dog-revivalist Feltman’s as it  chal-
lenges Nathan’s for sausage suprem-
acy  — knew they couldn’t take down 
the Super Bowl of competitive eating, 
but they held the contest for underdog 
regulars who could only dream of tak-

Continued on page 13
Continued on page 13
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APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

MR. VACUUM COUPON

$1495
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+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/16

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY
We Will Beat

& Match
Any Price

On Air 
Conditioners

AMANA  GE
FRIEDRICHS
FRIGIDAIRE

& MORE 
BRANDS

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances

ENERGY 
SAVER

TURN YOUR POWER ON
A Natural Approach To Living

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Healthy & Pain Free
In the care of Dr. Vincent Adamo... 

WELCOME MTA, VERIZON, PORT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
All Major CC
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 ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
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 NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE 

   EDUCATION 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Fort Greene comedian Baratunde 
Thurston acknowledged Indepen-
dence Day by delivering a 164-year-
old speech by legendary abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass at the Central Li-
brary in Prospect Heights on July 1.

The more than hour-long mono-
logue entitled “ What to the Slave is 
the Fourth of July? ” is heavy stuff, 
laden with condemnation of a country 
that extols freedom while permitting 
slavery, but Thurston says he injected 
humor where he could and the end 
result was an event that wasn’t quite 
funny and not quite a bummer.

“I would say it’s fun-motional, it’s 
fun-vocative,” he said. “It’s not a com-
edy show.”

Douglass fi rst wrote and recited 
the speech before the Ladies’ Anti-
Slavery Society in upstate New York 
on July 5, 1852, and his words have 
since been uttered in history class-
rooms throughout the country. 

In the lecture, Douglass refl ects 
upon the quintessentially American 
ideals celebrated on Independence 
Day, before going on to dissect the hy-
pocrisy of those ideals in the face of a 
country that condones the ownership 
of men, women, and children as prop-
erty.

Thurston, who has written for both 
“The Daily Show” and the Onion, said 
he was turned on to Douglass’s work 
by a Twitter follower in 2011 and be-
came enamored with the abolitionist 
and his eloquent articulation of the 
plight of slaves.

“I though it was tremendous,” said 
Thurston. “I’m not a Frederick Doug-
lass scholar but I’m defi nitely a fan, 
and I think the more people learn 
about him the more they respect them 
— or else they’re a terrible person, or 
an idiot.”

The comedian fi rst performed the 
speech as a live audio stream from the 
Onion’s writing room, and has since 
been developing the work into a mul-
timedia performance, featuring in-
formational slides along with the oc-
casional animated gif to lighten the 
mood. 

As an example, there’s one point in 
Douglass’s speech where he lists the 
variety of professions that black men 
and women had proven themselves ca-
pable of performing, including doctor, 
engineer, and sheep herder — the lat-
ter of which Thurston illustrates with 
a black man twirling amid a scene 
from “The Sound of Music.”

“I don’t think he thought of that 
moment as comedic, but I did,” he 
said. “It was a good minute to relieve 
the audience of a little pressure.”

Now that Independence Day is 
over, Thurston hopes to keep working 
on his performance until it is ready to 
take on the road and bring the “fun-
motion” of Frederick Douglass to au-
diences country-wide.

“His message is even more rele-
vant now than when I fi rst intuitively 
felt it,” said Thurston. “I know it’s not 
done yet.”

 Watch Thurston’s entire speech at 
baratunde.com/live .

NO JOKE: Baratunde Thurston delivered a more-than hour-long speech fi rst recited by 
Frederick Douglass at the library’s central branch on July 1. Photo by Louise Wateridge

Exercising his 
speech of freedom
Comedian delivers Independence Day 

talk on slavery in Prospect Heights
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY LAUREN GILL
The decaying Brooklyn 
Heights portion of the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway is 
too crummy to qualify for 
state funds, city offi cials say.

Gov. Cuomo is using a byz-
antine rule that leaves him 
off the hook for fi xing high-
ways that don’t meet specifi c 
standards to avoid paying his 
share of the crumbling Prom-
enade’s $1.7-billion recon-
struction — forcing the city 
and Feds to clean up a mess 
Albany created in the fi rst 
place, the city Department of 
Transportation’s head hon-
cho told residents at a com-
munity meeting last Wednes-
day night. 

“It’s a horrible, crappy 
roadway, I wish it had never 
been built, I wish we had 
never inherited it, frankly, 
and I wish the state when 
they started the project they 
had stuck with it,” said Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg. 

“Unfortunately my wishes 
have not come true.”

Albany only has to cough 
up money to fi x a highway if 
it meets specifi c federal stan-
dards that include 12-foot 
lanes, a 3-foot shoulder on 
one side, and a 10-foot shoul-
der on the other. But the so-
called triple cantilever bridge 
only has 11-foot lanes with no 
shoulders, city offi cials said.

Still, the state tradition-
ally kicks in around a third of 
the cash for highway projects 
— and was even planning to 
do so for the cantilever years 
ago,  before abruptly pulling 
its contribution along with 
the Feds in 2011 , deeming the 
whole thing too costly. 

Now the U.S. government 
is back on board — though 
won’t say exactly how much 
it is pitching in — and locals 
say Cuomo should do the right 
thing and join in.

“I think this is an abso-
lute outrage, I feel like this re-

ally should be a state project,” 
said Boerum Hill resident Bill 
Harris. “We were dumped by 
the state, they picked up their 
tents and left in the middle of 
the night.” 

There is another way the 
state can contribute — by ap-
proving legislation to allow 

a faster construction method 
called “design-build,” so a 
single contractor can both 
plan and execute the project. 

Lawmakers did not pass 
the bill by the end of this 
year’s session, but Assembly-
woman Jo Anne Simon (D–
Brooklyn Heights) said she 

and state Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron (D–Brooklyn Heights) will 
continue to push it next year. 

But some residents said 
they didn’t want to see the 
highway fi xed — they’d rather 
the city knock it down and dig 
a tunnel. City reps said that 
would cost too much.

Cold shoulder

BQ-EEK!: The Brooklyn–Queens Expressway is a “horrible, crappy roadway” says city transportation honcho 
Polly Trottenberg. Evan Gardner

City: State won’t pay to fi x its 
own crummy expressway
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Not so sweet
Some hot-head threw a fi t inside 

a Fifth Avenue bodega on June 20, 
hurling candy racks and a glass dis-
play to the ground.

The victim told police he was 
behind the register at the store be-
tween 12th and 13th streets at 4:50 
pm when the bozo walked in and de-
manded a refund on a pack of ciga-
rettes he’d already opened.

When the deli guy refused, the 
disgruntled patron went ballistic 
started tossing the goods around, 
cops said.

Wingin’ it
Police arrested a 19-year-old man 

who they say treated himself to an 
ill-gotten dinner at a Flatbush Ave-
nue wings joint on June 23.

A rep for the restaurant between 
Atlantic and Lafayette avenues told 
police that the suspect sat down to 
order at 8:15 pm and, over the course 
of the next half hour, gorged himself 
on $74 worth of chicken wings and 
sides, before trying to pay with a bo-
gus credit card.

The suspect was found with 
“forged instruments” in his posses-
sion at the time of his arrest, cops 
said.

Inside job
Cops busted an employee of a 

Flatbush Avenue department store 
who they say cleaned out the busi-
ness’s safe sometime between June 
11 and June 21.

A rep for the store between At-
lantic and Lafayette avenues told 
police that the suspect took advan-
tage of his position at the retailer to 
loot a register to the tune of $5,060.

Grocery goon
Offi cers collared a 32-year-old 

man for allegedly ripping off an At-
lantic Avenue grocery store on June 
14.

An employee from the store be-
tween Fort Greene Place and S. 
Portland Avenue told police that he 
spotted the suspect attempting to 
sneak out with $123 worth of unpaid 
goods at 10:30 pm. — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Road rage 
Two lawbreakers tried to shoot a 

guy after getting into an argument 
with him on Clinton Street on July 
3, police said.

The victim told police he got into 
a verbal dispute with one of the 
malefactors between Mill Street 
and Hamilton Avenue at 7:30 pm, 
and the lout then socked him in the 

face and shouted to a pal in a black 
Chevy Impala, “Get this n-----.”

The second villain then fi red two 
shots at the victim, but missed, ac-
cording to authorities.

The fi rst fi end fl ed on foot and 
the second took off in his car down 
Hamilton Avenue. Police recovered 
9 mm shells at the scene, cops said. 

Not where he left it
A cad swiped a guy’s motorcycle 

after he parked it on Rapelye Street 
sometime overnight on July 4, po-
lice said.

The victim told police he left his 
black and white Yamaha crotch-
rocket near Henry Street at 11 pm, 
but when he went to pick it up at 10 
am on July 5, it was gone. The bike 
had a wheel lock on it, according to 
authorities. 

Cut off
Police cuffed a 25-year-old sus-

pect who they say had a metal 
knuckle knife in his car on Doug-
lass Street on July 4.

Cops spotted the suspect driving 
a 2006 tan Chevy near Hoyt Street at 
2:35 pm without proper registration, 
and when they stopped him, saw he 
had the weapon in his lap, accord-
ing to authorities. 

The offi cers then arrested him for 
criminal possession of a weapon. 

Vanity plates
Police arrested a guy who they 

say was driving a car with forged li-
cense plates and carrying fi reworks 
in the back seat on Clinton Street on 
July 2.

Offi cers pulled over the 26-year-
old guy near Hamilton Avenue at 
7:25 pm because his tan 2006 Mer-
cedes Benz sporting a cardboard li-
cense plate with a fake number, at 
which point they noticed the pyro-
technics, according to authorities.  
 — Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Box-cutter bandits 
A pair of teen troublemak-

ers bashed a 57-year-old man and 
slashed him with box-cutters on 
Hicks Street on June 30.

The victim was near Love Lane 
at 11:10 pm when he noticed the two 
scoundrels hiding in a building’s 
doorway with the blades, and as he 
continued his stroll, one of the de-

linquents approached him and de-
manded money, a report said.

When the victim refused to hand 
over his cash, the knave cut him on 
the jaw with the box-cutters as the 
other baddie pushed him down to 
the ground, according to police.

Wrong change
Two louts asked a man for spare 

change then stole his $100 bill as he 
was looking for coins to give them 
on Fulton Street on July 3.

The victim told police he was 
near Boerum Place at 2:30 pm when 
one of the freeloaders asked him for 
change. He pulled out his Benjamin 
accidentally, and the rogue grabbed 
it from his hand as the other repro-
bate watched, before both fl ed into a 
nearby train station, according to a 
police report.

Benched
A nogoodnik punched a woman 

and tried to steal her iPhone while 
she was sitting on a bench on Jora-
lemon Street on June 27. 

A report said the lady was rest-
ing on the seat by Adams Street at 
11:20 am when the punk struck her 
in the face and stomach as he tried 
to pull her phone from her hand. 
The victim sustained a broken fi n-
gernail and went to Methodist Hos-
pital, according to cops. 

What a tool
A crook snuck into a Bergen 

Street apartment on June 26 and 
stole a guy’s power tools, T-shirts, 
and bass guitar.

The victim was asleep at home at 
8 am when the cur entered his resi-
dence near Hoyt Street through a 
hatch on the roof, police said. The 
thief then took three hammer drills, 
two saws, one electric saw, one jig-
saw, 25 short-sleeve shirts, a duffl e 
bag, and the four-stringed instru-
ment, according to a report. 

Bad talk 
A snake lifted a woman’s bag as 

she was gabbing away with her co-
worker on Court Street on June 26.

The victim told police she had 
put her bag on the ground while 
she chatted with her friend outside 
the building near Joralemon Street 
at 12:15 pm, and when she looked 
down, she noticed her Longchamp 
bag — containing her iPad mini, iP-
hone, and credit cards — was miss-
ing.

Ride away
Some rogue stole a woman’s 

pricey bicycle after she locked it up 
on Court Street on June 30.

The lady secured her Xtracycle 
wheels in front of a building near 
Bergen Street at 8:30 am, but when 
she returned at 3:30 pm she saw 
the lock had been cut and her two-
wheeler was gone, authorities said.

Cowabungle 
A punk broke into a Water Street 

store and stole four skateboards 
sometime overnight on June 26.

The owner told cops he locked 
up the shop by Main Street at 10:30 
pm and headed home for the night. 
But when he returned at 7:30 am, 
he discovered that some looter had 
thrown a rock through his shop’s 
window and removed the Arbor 
decks, police said.

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Dance battle
A pair of subway dancers 

smashed a guy in the face with a ra-
dio after they got into an argument 
on a Coney Island–bound Q train 
near Flatbush Avenue on July 2.

The smashee was on the mus-
tard bullet by Hanson Place at 5:20 
pm when he got into a squabble with 
two guys who were dancing on the 
train, police said. 

The straphanger then tried to 
grab one of dancers, and the other 
rug-cutter slammed him in the face 
with his portable radio to stop him 
before his partner punched the 
rider in the face and fl ed, according 
to police.

Red light
A brute threatened a taxi driver 

with a knife and stole $120 from him 
as he was waiting for a traffi c light 
to change on Carlton Avenue on 
June 27.

The cabbie was stopped near 
Park Avenue at 4:20 pm when the 
fi lcher opened his passenger-side 
rear door, displayed a knife, and de-
manded cash, police said. The lout 
took $120 and fl ed to a nearby build-
ing, according to a report.

Early assault 
Cops cuffed two guys who alleg-

edly bashed a man while calling out 
homophobic slurs on DeKalb Ave-
nue on June 30.

A report said the victim was be-
tween St. James Place and Classon 
Avenue at 12:50 am when a group 
guys approached him, and one 
struck him in the face, called him a 
f-----, and took his phone, according 
to authorities.

Offi cers then arrived on the 
scene and slapped cuffs on the two 
suspects’ wrists, a report said. 
 — Lauren Gill
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To be eligible to apply NRC deckhand training, individuals must be 18 years or older, be legally authorized to work in the United States. Other eligibility 
requirements apply. Must be able to provide documentation.  This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The 
solution was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, 
with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availabili ty, or ownership.  
These Programs are an equal opportunity employer/program and auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. *Applicant is responsible for the $128 fee for the TWIC credential.  

CALL TO REGISTER: (718) 368-4637 
REGISTER ONLINE: WWW.CEWDKBCC.COM 

Pay the one time program fee of $300 and receive:  
� 12 day express training with certifications that will 

prepare you for your new career. 
� Job placement assistance that includes an interview 

at completion of training with a leading NYC ferry 
service company!  

� CPR certification as well as assistance in obtaining 
the Transportation Worker Identification Credential*.� 

Learn: 
Maritime fire safety procedures! 

 
How to launch and dock ships! 

 
Repair and maintain ships! 

 
Ensure passenger and crew 

member safety! 
 

…and so much more! 
 
 

Trainings available this summer: 
August 8th – 19th 

or 
August 22nd – September 2nd  

Ask about our  
Culinary Arts 
& Community 

Healthcare Worker  
 training too!  

Classes start Fall 2016. 

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s crunch time!

A Park Slope architect is 
building futuristic cricket 
farms in the Navy Yard that he 
says are the world’s fi rst germ-
free way to breed the bugs on a 
large scale — and he’s hoping 
Brooklyn chefs will turn the 
high-protein insect into the 
borough’s next food fad now 
they’re able to get their hands 
on a clean, free-range, local 
variety.

“The farm will be the Mack 
Daddy of cricket-growing pro-
cesses — it’s a super-sanitary 
way to harvest crickets lo-
cally,” said Mitchell Joachim, 
the co-president of architec-
ture fi rm Terreform One, 
which has in the past dreamed 
up  fl oating gyms  and  a hydro-
gen peroxide-powered jet-
pack .

The inventor originally 
designed his farm as a simi-
lar fl ight of fancy — an igloo-
esque survival shelter com-
posed of 224 interconnected 
plastic cricket houses inside 
which humans could both 
huddle up and chow down af-

ter a disaster — but says he 
soon realized that there was a 
real market for his creation.

Many people around the 
world are starving, while 
the rest of the human race is 
scarfi ng down meat at an un-
sustainable rate — and the so-
lution to both issues, he says, 
is for everyone to eat more 
bugs. 

“We can’t go on eating 

steak and the amount of live-
stock we do,” he said. “The key 
to solving hunger is through 
insect protein being a much 
more integrated part of our 
diet.” 

Joachim says the nimble ar-
thropods taste like fi gs or nuts, 
depending on how they’re pro-
cessed — and you can change 
their fl avor by feeding them 
orange or lemon peel. 

Many cricket-eating cul-
tures eat bugs whole, but 
Joachim expects local cooks 
to grind them into fl our and 
incorporate the grist into 
chocolates or breads.

“It gives a new meaning to 
the term ‘everything bagel,’ ” 
he said. 

The company is also em-
ploying a chef to come up with 
new recipes to demonstrate 
the bugs’ versatility, he said.

Joachim’s factory can 
breed up to 50,000 of the creepy-
crawlies in a week, though he 
is selling the individual pods 
— which can each hold 200 
crickets — for $80 a pop.

He believes there is huge 
market for the farms in Sili-

con Valley, where bug-breed-
ers currently harvest crickets 
using home-made Tupper-
ware systems — but he think 
Kings County is the place that 
will really hop on board the 
cricket cuisine movement, be-
cause people here are open- 
and eco-minded enough to 
embrace it as the food source 

of the future.
“If there ever was a chance 

for Utopia on Earth, that would 
be Brooklyn,” he said.

And he isn’t the only one 
who thinks so —  a Williams-
burg company called Exo has 
been selling ground-up crick-
ets in health-food bars for 
years .

Dining on chirps and dip 

A BUG’S LIFE: Joachim’s farms 
are a germ-free way to cultivate 
the food of the future, he says. 
 Terreform One

DINING IN: Architect Mitchell Joachim’s cricket bunker offers shelter in 
an emergency — with a living pantry. Terreform One

Sloper creates futuristic ‘free-range’ cricket farms
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Is this an ad
or
a calling?

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees 
and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 
Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Flushing Bank 
is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

18-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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ing the stage at the corner of Surf and 
Stillwell avenues, one barman said.

“You can’t compete with Nathan’s 
— they’re a billion-dollar franchise 
with professional eaters, and we’re a 
small business with amateur eaters,” 
said co-owner James Quigley, a former 
amateur eater himself who has judged 
the Nathan’s contest seven times. “We 
want to keep our events amateur — it’s 
for friends, family, and customers — 
no professional eaters. It’s for amuse-
ment and good times.”

So it’s no surprise that Quigley loved 
that the winner of the fi rst-ever contest 
was literally a hungry guy who walked 
in off the street. The 26-year-old Bronx 
man who took home the inaugural brat-
eating title was not even a patron at the 
restaurant when he signed up — he was 
waiting outside for his spouse.

“My wife was using the bathroom 
at the restaurant, and I heard them an-
nouncing it,” Blake Tariq said. “They 
just had me sign a waiver and I was in.”

The great American — who had no 
competitive eating experience — trekked 

to Coney Island from his native borough 
with his family to watch the contest at 
Nathan’s and to enjoy a nice day at the 
beach. He fi gured he would only leave 
with memories of a beautiful Fourth 
of July, but thanks to his good ear and 
empty stomach, the hungry opportunist 
walked away with a Steeplechase Beer 
Garden T-shirt, $50, and a full belly.

Tariq blew away the seven other eat-
ers by downing seven brats and buns 
in 5 minutes. Second place was a three-
way tie between eaters who each put 
down a meager four franks. The big 
wiener’s strategy was simple — “chew, 
swallow, chew, swallow, drink water, 
and just keep going,” said the champ, 
whose modesty gave the impression he 
had won a humble-pie-eating contest.

Tariq has no plans to pursue a com-
petitive eating career, but said he’d re-
turn to the Steeplechase Beer Garden to 
defend his title. And Quigley looks for-
ward to serving him his brats for as long 
as he will keep coming, he said.

“We love hot dogs, we love Na-
than’s, but at Steeplechase we serve 
bratwurst, and we look forward to 
serving the people of Coney Island and 
Brooklyn and everywhere for the next 
100 years,” he said.

animal liberation lobby 
not tossed the unconven-
tional topping his way.

“Probably would 
have hit 80 hot dogs 
without that lost time,” 
Katz tweeted after.

Police arrested three 
and are charging them 
with criminal mischief, 
harassment, and incit-
ing a riot, offi cials said.

One attacker decried 
the carnivorous carni-
val in a press release is-
sued afterward.

“This grotesque 
event takes a day of cele-
bration and turns it into 
a festival of violence and 
gore for animals no dif-
ferent than our dogs and 

cats,” said Rachel Zei-
gler, a member of the 
cuffed trio.

Competitive eater 
Conti lashed out at two 
of the wieners, driv-
ing one off stage, video 
shows. He ate just one 

dog, according to offi -
cial results — but Conti 
proved his guts ahead of 
the contest, downing a 
dozen in three minutes 
 atop a car on the rotat-
ing Wonder Wheel  on 
June 24.

CONDIMENT OF CONDEMNATION: An animal-rights protes-
tor pours fake blood on competitors’ hot dogs. 
 Direct Action Everywhere

Continued from page 4 

PROTEST

HE’S GOT THE RIGHT IDEA: The contestants race to eat as one competitor washes his 
bratwurst down with beer instead of water. Photo by Paul Martinka

Continued from page 4 

SAUSAGES
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY 

Budding essayists had their eye on 
the prize and took on the challenge 
of writing about “Older Women in 
Your Life Who Are Special and Why” 
for Sheepshead Nursing Rehabili-

tation Center’s inaugural contest 
for students in the fourth and fi fth 
grades.  

The winners were: fifth-grader 
Zeynep Celik and fourth-grader 

Henrich Kundel from PS 195 in 
Manhattan Beach, and Layla Av-

ery and Angelina D. Vilar, who 
are in the fifth and fourth grades, 
respectively, at PS 277 in Gerritsen 
Beach.

The entries were inspiring and 
brought joy to the residents, who 
helped select the winners, said the 
chief operating offi cer and adminis-
trator. 

“The stories and warm sentiments 
shared by the children touched the 
hearts of everyone who read their es-
say submissions,” said Jerome Ka-

han, adding the facility was looking 
forward to future such partnerships 
with local schools.

Nursing director Chris Amato 
and recreation director Chrissy Gor-

man presented winners their awards 
in front of classmates, teachers, and 
school administrators at their respec-
tive schools.

Sheepshead Nursing and Rehabili-

tation  [2840 Knapp St. in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 646–5700].

BAY RIDGE

Welcome coach
Put your hands together for Marie 

McGoldrick-Raico, the new volley-
ball coach at Xaverian High School.

President Robert Alesi gave Stand-

ing O the good news, adding our pal 
Coach Marie joins fellow new arrivals 
Margaret McKeon, girls’ basketball 
coach and assistant athletic director; 
Mark Biancoviso, softball coach; and 
Erin Kennedy, girls’ soccer and lacrosse 
coach — and gym and biology teacher.

“We are incredibly blessed to have 
a coach of Marie’s caliber joining our 
athletics program,” said Alesi. “Like 
all the coaches at Xaverian, Marie 
exemplifi es the best elements of high 
school athletics.” 

Xaverian High School [7100 Shore 
Rd. at 71st Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
7100].

PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS

Techies soar
Three cheers to the Brooklyn 

Public Library’s Today’s Teens, 

Tomorrow’s Techies grads, who cel-
ebrated their commencement day on 
June 15. 

The occasion lauded students, ages 
14 to 18, who participated and com-
pleted coursework in coding, pro-
gramming, game design, Adobe Cre-
ative Suite, 3D printing, visual effects, 
and robotics.

In the classroom and as members 
of the library’s volunteer team, gradu-
ates learn skills that they will be able 
to use professionally and personally 
for the rest of their lives.

Brooklyn Public Library Dweck 
Center [10 Grand Army Plaza in Pros-
pect Lefferts Garden, (718) 230–2100].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BAY RIDGE

Toss your mortar boards into 
the air for graduates at Visitation 

Academy. 
The ladies fi nished up a ban-

ner year and graduated with smiles 
on June 17, saying goodbye to high 
school and hello to college. 

The proud grads — headed off 

into the wild blue yonder of aca-
demia to continue their studies — in-
cluded: Alyssa Maria DeAngelis, 

Christina Michelle DeAngelis, 

Julianna Loren Ganim, Victoria 

Brielle Ivers, Sara Jane Mahoney, 

Emily Faye McDonald, Jessica 

Dina Pavlakos, Grace Perez, 

Jenna Lynn Polis, Sydney Raffa-

ela Santo, Nia Walsh, and Bridget 

Louise Wood. 
Our roving shutterbug 

Georgine Benvenuto was on 
hand to capture their send-off mo-
ment. 

Standing O offers good luck 
wishes to all the graduates. 

Visitation Academy [8902 Ridge 
Blvd. at 90th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680–9452].

Let’s hear it for the essay winners

Proud graduates look forward to bright futures 

BAY RIDGE

We are the champions
The Vipers team at Our Lady 

of Angels clinched the champi-
onship on June 25. 

Team members Derek Gold-

stein, Laurence Batiz, Ja-

son Cucchiarro,  Nick Cas-

samassino, Lawson Batiz, 

Angelo Fogliano, Joe Baglivo, 

Jack Shea, Thomas Goldstein, 

Kenny,  John Disomma, James 

Trusso,  Jason McAndrews,  

and Michael Ng, faced off against 
St. Anselm’s varsity team, the 
Braves, and won the day. 

“The team had to win three 
games in a row to win the cham-
pionship within six days,” said  
Coach Laurence Batiz. “It was 
a total team effort and everyone 
contributed towards the win.”

Standing O sends out a great, 
big shout-out to the 2016 Varsity 
Champions.

Our Lady of Angels Sports 
Association (7320 Fourth Ave. at 
73rd Street in Bay Ridge).

HATS OFF: Visitation Academy students celebrate their graduation. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

YOUNG SCRIBES: (Left) PS 195 fourth-grader Henrich Kundel and fi fth-grader Zeynep Celik 
accept their awards from Sheepshead Nursing Rehabilitation Center for their winning en-
tries in an essay contest. (Right) PS 277 fi fth-grader Layla Avery is all smiles.
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Mazel sob! 

The Middle East crisis spilled 

onto the shelves of the Park Slope 

Food Co-op and started a food 

fi ght in our comments section, af-

ter the grocery association ban-

ished four members for disrupting 

a meeting about the boycott of an 

Israeli-made soda machine (“Co-

op d’Etat! Park Slope Food Co-op 

suspends four members over Israel 

boycott spat” by Colin Mixson, on-

line June 29):

Omigod, when does it end? Jews, 
Palestinians, get over the drama, it’s 
frigging groceries. I’d rather shop at 
Whole Foods — no chaos.
 Cynthia U from Clinton Hill 

The Park Slope Food Co-op has 
always been used for political ac-
tion. Thirty-four years ago it banned 
grapes and Pepperidge Farms be-
cause of how the farmers and bakery 
workers were being treated.  
 Benjamin Eagle-Staton 

 from Brooklyn and The Bronx 

I was at this meeting. What was 
interesting was that the co-op board 
read a letter out loud which they had 
received from Soda Stream, in which 
the company informed the co-op 
members that they would be moving 
their factory into mainland Israel. 
Despite having ostensibly gotten 
the outcome they were seeking, the 
B.D.S.-ers still insisted on continu-
ing their presentation on this topic 
and wasting everyone’s time. 

The larger irony is that through 
their actions, the B.D.S. movement 
has effectively removed one of the few 
good employment opportunities that 
existed in the West Bank. I don’t like 
to accuse all B.D.S. evangelists of be-
ing anti-Semitic, as I don’t think it’s 
that simple, but it does often feel like 
their allegiance to “the fi ght” is more 
important to them than the facts. 
 Flora Jones from Park Slope 

What’s next, boycotting products 
from any company with a Jewish 
C.E.O.? DIBS from ex-Bed Stuy 

Take it from someone who was 
there, it was scary. I almost pooped 

my pants. They rushed at his Mac-
book Air Pro with such force. A baby 
cried, it was very poetic. When they 
ripped the cables from the wall, it 
was like they were ripping my heart 
out of my chest. All the other peo-
ple wanted to say was that the Soda 
Stream machine was responsible for 
genocide. Do you know that political 
prisoners in Israel cannot get a real 
Coca-Cola, they have to drink Soda 
Stream-brand cola produced in the 
comfort of their own home? 

We have banned many products 
before for less. We stopped selling 
blackberries, and started selling 
proud berries of color. Feminine hy-
giene products were replaced with 
gender neutral products for those un-
sure of their identity. Tomatoes are 
considered too violent, the red color 
reminds many of blood. I think that 
the majority of products should be 
pulled off the shelves to be honest.
 Antonia from Park Slope 

Is there a B.D.S. movement that 
targets products from Muslim major-
ity nations? Jose 

 from Crown Heights 

The co-op is not just a business. It 
came out of the anti-war and libera-
tion movements in the early 1970s as 
a way to help sustain people in those 
movements. I am Jewish, not at all 
self-hating, and I despise the actions 
that Israel is engaging in against the 
Palestinian people in my name, and 
in the name of all Jews. 

It’s more than a disgrace, it’s 
criminal and immoral, and whatever 
we can peacefully do to stop those ac-
tions is, in my opinion, what makes 
us human beings in an era of robots. 
Anti-Semitic? Hell, no. Anti-Fascist? 
You bet.
 Mitchel Cohen from Bensonhurst 

The food co-op member meetings 
have become an internet comment 
thread on steroids. Extremists on 
both sides yelling real loud, but ac-
complishing absolutely nothing in 
reality. Chris from Park Slope 

No, the co-op did not vote to keep 
Israeli goods. The vote was about 
whether or not to have a referen-
dum (a vote by all members, not just 
those at the meeting) on the issue. So 
the co-op, while calling itself “demo-
cratic” is anything but. And to those 
who support Israeli policies, right or 
wrong, it is you who are destroying 
Israel and you who are hurting the 
Jewish community. 

Read the U.S. State Department 
Report on Human Rights on Israel 
and the Occupied Territories, if you 
dare!  Carol from Prospect Heights 

I’d rather pay more at Fairway 
than put up with one minute of this 
endless nonsense at this super-polit-
ical co-op.
 Phantom from Bay Ridge 

I thought the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (B.D.S.) movement has 
already been exposed as nothing but 
a hateful, bigoted, misguided racist. 
Why are we even still talking about 
it? Anthony from Park Slope 

The “Zionist members”? Just be-
cause someone is opposed to an Is-
raeli boycott, it does not make them 
Zionists. Octavio from Greenpoint 

Their mission statement only ap-
plies to those that agree with them. 
All else need not apply. 

Typical hypocrites: We are com-
mitted to diversity and equality. We 
oppose discrimination in any form. 
We strive to make the co-op welcom-
ing and accessible to all and to re-
spect the opinions, needs and con-
cerns of every member. 
 Joe from Park Slope 

The B.D.S. movement is thinly-
veiled anti-Semitism. Why the far left 
decided to get behind a cause cham-
pioned by neo-Nazis and Islamic ex-
tremists is beyond me.  Robert 

 from Not Brooklyn, Thank God 

The boycott on Israeli products 
by the B.D.S. has absolutely nothing 
to do with the treatment of the Pales-
tinians! In reality the B.D.S. is just 
another anti-Semitic group in dis-
guise. If they really cared about the 
Palestinians, they should be convinc-
ing them to stop the terrorist attacks, 
and telling them to sit down and talk 
peace with Israel, which they never 
do. Should they ever do that, they 
will most likely get killed on the spot 
by Hamas. 

As for Soda Stream, they were 
known for employing numerous Pal-
estinians and paying them decent 
wages that they hardly got anywhere 
else, especially in the West Bank it-
self. Thanks to the pressure from the 
B.D.S., the company was forced to 
leave and left so many of them unem-
ployed. Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, N.Y. 

It’s easy to ridicule and create a 

distorted image of the food co-op. For 
many it is a great place in Brooklyn 
that people are proud to be part of. 
It’s also completely voluntary. If you 
don’t want to join, don’t. If you can’t 
hack the work commitment, then 
shop elsewhere. I’m not sure how I 
would vote on B.D.S., but this is why 
I’m glad we are having the debate. I’ve 
learned a lot from both sides. The sit-
uation over there is horrible and not 
improving at all. Both sides overstate 
their positions and the facts. Both 
sides feel fundamentally threatened. 
But it is important to me to hear from 
both sides. I grew up Jewish. From 
my earliest memories, we are taught 
to consider Israel the most important 
thing in the world. So, it is easy to see 
why many Jews will defend Israel no 
matter what the charges. It is also 
easy to see why anyone critiquing 
Israel might immediately be viewed 
as anti-Semitic. Eventually the co-op 
will probably seek to restrict its busi-
ness to progressively minded compa-
nies and non-profi ts.  
 Co-op member from Kensington 

Israel, Israelis, and other Jews are 
far from perfect, but there is no doubt 
that the B.D.S. is both anti-Semitic 
and pro-Islamic. I wish that the B.D.S. 
supporters would just stand up and 
own their bigotry and hatred instead 
of standing behind propaganda and 
lies and denial. The fact that extreme 
leftist Jews (who, from personal ex-
perience are mostly atheists with 
Jewish family backgrounds) does not 
advance the B.D.S. argument any-
more than a Muslim suicide bomber 
blowing up other Muslims proves 
their form of Islam is truer than the 
victims. 

Robert Scott from Park Slope 

The B.D.S. is a couch-potato, ter-
rorist, criminal organization that is 
operating out of the Park Slope Food 
Co-op. The B.D.S. members have one 
thing in mind only — to bring down 
Israel and the Jewish people. They 
are being funded probably by Hamas, 
Iran, and lefty haters of Israel and 
the Jewish people. The B.D.S. food 
co-op members pulled a protestor’s 
hair and tried to swing at another 
protester, threatening to throw them 
out physically. 

Why wasn’t the police called? It 
seems that the co-op is disguising 
themselves as a grocery store when 
they are politically supportive of the 
destruction of Israel and the Jewish 
people in America.  
 Criminal or Hero from People

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Annoy-cott! Readers clash over food co-op bans
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he new buildings on 
campus are modern 
monstrosities. The path 

to the rocks in the gorge 
where we used to swim is 
roped off for safety reasons.

Three decades after my 
four-year jaunt in a place 
called Ithaca, it is now time 
to tour the campus with my 
youngest child, and I do so 
with bittersweet feelings.

Cornell University in up-
state New York is a curious 
mix of the American Dream 
— a large university founded 
in the 18th century as both 
a private and land-grant col-
lection of colleges.

On its polyglot campus, 
with jaw-dropping views of 
steep gorges and serene wa-
terfalls, you can find the son 
of an Ohio farmer, the scion 
of a Swiss hotel chain, an 
aspiring union activist, or 
a preppie economics major 
all sitting side by side on the 
Arts Quad. With seven dif-
ferent colleges for varied ac-

ademic or career interests, 
Cornell is truly a melting pot 
of cultures and a hothouse of 
intellectual challenges.

But being situated in a 
quiet corner of central New 

York, it is subject to the 
whims of the climate gods. 
The old joke is that Ithaca 
has two seasons: winter and 
July 4.

As I write this, on the 
day of our national indepen-
dence, there is no more beau-
tiful place in the Northeast 
than Ithaca in the summer. 
The winding hiking trails, 
the breathtaking views in 
the national parks, the vis-
tas from the top of the roll-
ing hills — these all make 
me yearn to dwell in a place 
like this.

But today is not about me 
or my nostalgia for the past. 
It is about my intellectually 
curious and idealistic daugh-
ter, who is searching for the 
right fit for her upcoming 
four-year journey. An avid 
hiker and lover of nature, she 
was smitten by the beauty of 
Southern California and the 
laid back culture she recently 
witnessed at Berkeley. 

The schools of the South 

we toured — University of 
Virginia and William & 
Mary — were probably a step 
too far into an unfamiliar 
culture for her after grow-
ing up in Manhattan (and 
Queens and now Brooklyn). 
Wesleyan and Yale in Con-
necticut were in the right 
range, so they will probably 
stay on the list, as will Brown 
in Providence, the site of a 
recent one-week writing pro-
gram.

Looking for the right col-
lege these days is a fraught 
adventure for both parent 
and child. In my day, Mom 
and Dad were mostly oblivi-
ous, allowing me to apply 
wherever I wanted. I didn’t 
really tour schools until that 
few-week period between ac-
ceptance and decision time. 
It was a mad dash then to 
figure out quickly where I 
might fit in best.

I am not one of those par-
ents who really wants and 
needs one of his children to 

attend his alma mater. So far, 
the two older ones have not, 
and so this time around is 
the last chance.

How to balance one’s de-
sire to present your school in 
a positive light without seem-
ing pushy?

This is the task at hand 
now, and it will not be easy.

Returning to Ithaca af-
ter more than three decades 
stirs up many emotions and 
memories. But it’s really 
my daughter’s new memory-
making that lies ahead and I 
must allow that to play itself 
out with me as a mere spec-
tator.

Can’t wait to see how this 
chapter begins. For her, the 
best is yet to come.

Tom Allon, the president 
of City & State, first became 
interested in a career in jour-
nalism as an editor of The 
Cornell Daily Sun, which 
now appears in print only 
three days a week.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE

Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984 
www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833-8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11252, (718) 765-7368
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or
 (718) 338-3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS

327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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eeling a little down be-
cause the big July holi-
day is already behind us, 

with nothing to show for it but 
leftover red, white, and blue 
frosted cupcakes? 

Take heart, die-hard cel-
ebrants. It turns out July is 
chock-full of holidays that you 
just may not be aware of. Here 
are a few I found by doing ar-
duous summer research (go-
ing online, looking up “Weird 
Holidays, July,” an ice coffee at 
my side and ever less mocha-
chip ice cream in the freezer): 

July 6 is National Kissing 

Day. This holiday was first cel-
ebrated in the United Kingdom, 
which seems to have ceased 
kissing Europe just a few weeks 
ago to disastrous effect. Better 
to kiss than not to kiss.

July 6 is also National 

Fried Chicken Day, which 
seems like a terrible day to co-
incide with Kissing Day. 

And this year, July 6 is also 
Eid al-Fitr. That’s the feast 
celebrating the end of Ra-
madan, the month-long holi-
day when Muslims fast from 
sunup to sundown. If I’d been 
celebrating Ramadan and was 
suddenly free to eat all day 

long, no fried chicken would 
be safe to cross the road. And 
I’d kiss the cook. 

In other good food news, 
July 9 is National Sugar 

Cookie Day.
You can probably guess 

how people are encouraged 
to celebrate, no doubt by the 
National Sugar Cookie As-
sociation. But here’s a fact 
you might not know: Sugar 
cookies were first brought to 

America by German settlers 
in Pennsylvania — the same 
folks who gave us the Christ-
mas tree. Maybe they got sick 
of waiting till December for us 
to give them a shout-out. 

What’s more, as comedian 
Gary Gulman has noted: All 
cookies are sugar cookies. 
“A cookie without sugar is a 
cracker.”

July 11 is Cheer Up the 

Lonely Day. So go tell them 
that Gary Gulman joke. 

July 14 is France’s July 4, as 
it were. It’s Bastille Day, com-
memorating that fateful day 
in 1789 when common folks 
stormed the Bastille to free 
the political prisoners. As it 
turned out, on that particular 
day there were actually only 
seven prisoners being held. 
Meanwhile, more than 100 
people died liberating them. 
These are the kind of grim iro-
nies you probably don’t see in 
kiddie coloring books about 
the holiday. 

So for a less conflicted fete, 
maybe you’d be better off cel-
ebrating the other July 14 holi-
day: National Nude Day.

Although that day, too, is not 
without issues. For most of us, 

this would be an awkward holi-
day to celebrate at work. But for 
those with a guitar, a cowboy 
hat, and a high tolerance for 
Times Square tourists, it’s just 
another day at the office.

Next up? The third Sun-
day in July is designated Na-

tional Ice Cream Day — a 
holiday first officially recog-
nized by President Ronald 
Regan — and this year it falls 
on July 16. Plenty of ice cream 
stores give out free cones, or 
free-with-some-sort-of-caveat 
cones, like you have to buy one 
to get one free. Frankly, if you 
have a home freezer and any 
sort of spoon, just get a gal-
lon of cheap ice cream for the 
cost of a single cone and invite 
friends over! (Unless somehow 
the ice cream has sort of … dis-
appeared while you were writ-
ing a column about holidays.) 

Never mind! By July 18 we 
are at National Caviar Day. 
Please make sure you have 
finished your National Ice 
Cream Day celebrations be-
fore commencing this one. You 
will thank me. So will anyone 
sharing your bathroom. Ac-
cording to everyone’s favorite 
news source, NationalCaviar-

Day.com, caviar was once so 
cheap and plentiful in Amer-
ica, it was sometimes served 
for free at bars like peanuts. 
Slimy, fishy peanuts. What 
could be less savory except…

Rat-Catcher’s Day! That’s 
what July 22 is. Celebrate it in 
the subway. No, really, you’ll 
love what Wikipedia says about 
this day, which was inspired by 
the Pied Piper leading the rats 
out of Hamelin: “It is a holiday 
remembering rat catchers, sim-
ilar to Secretary’s Day.”

July 27 is Take Your 

Plants for a Walk Day — 
self-explanatory. 

And then come three days 
you don’t want to miss: July 28 
is Milk Chocolate Day, the 
29th is Lasagna Day, and then 
the 30th is Cheesecake Day. 
Cynics may assume that the 
dairy industry just churns out 
(ha ha) holiday after holiday, 
sometimes it takes a national 
celebration for us to pause and 
reflect upon our history, our 
country, our freedom.

And our rat catchers. 
Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 

speaker, founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids, and 
a contributor at Reason.com. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to 
walk, bend, work, or drive as 
turning your head to see the 
car behind you — a function 
we barely even think about 
under normal conditions — 
is not possible. This kind of 
debilitating pain impacts the 
quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried 
to get help. You may have al-
ready seen doctors for tra-
ditional medical and chiro-
practic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the only 
possibility is surgery. 

But this is not your only 
option. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been treat-
ing patients with these condi-
tions for more than 32 years, 
reinstating their quality of 
life through nonsurgical treat-
ment. No spinal injections or 
drugs are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression ther-

apy, a leading non-surgical, 
alternative treatment for seri-
ous neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi. “It has helped 

people who are at the end of 
their rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to return 
to a more active lifestyle,” says 
the doctor. “There is a 90 per-
cent success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, en-
gineers, and technicians at 
major teaching hospitals, 
says Dr. DiGiuseppi, who is 
trained in these methods. 
The certification course was 
designed by the leading ex-
pert in spinal decompression, 
Dr. Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors worldwide and 
treated thousands of patients 
using a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain certifi-
cation involves more than 40 
hours of instruction, includ-
ing hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and 
others in the community 
with advanced spinal de-
compression therapy,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal steno-
sis, bulging, herniated, and 
degenerative discs, pinched 
nerves, and sciatica have 
found relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brooklyn 
7123 10th Avenue at 
72nd Street in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY
Better options for back pain at Spine and Disc Center
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/08/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
31k miles, Stk#24402

$18,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/08/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Selection
at Major World
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“For much of Hydra’s past, they were 
explicitly a fi ctionalized Nazi group,” 
said Tea Fougner, a former Prospect 
Heights resident who dresses up as the 
character. “While Steve Rogers is defi -
nitely a symbol for an open, accepting, 
and loving America over 99 percent of 
the time, the fact that the statue is be-
ing announced during that less-than-
one-percent when he isn’t necessarily, 
that is dampening excitement over the 
statue for a lot of people.”

The one-ton, 13-foot-tall likeness of 
Steve Rogers’s super-powered alter ego, 
arriving in Brooklyn’s Backyard on 
Aug. 10, will be inscribed with “I’m just 
a kid from Brooklyn” — a quote from 
the 2011 fi lm “Captain America: The 
First Avenger” — according to Marvel. 

But even that could cause some con-
troversy, according to local geeks — in 
the comics,  Rogers grew up in Manhat-
tan , and his Brooklyn heritage only 
dates back to the recent fi lms.

“I’m sure there will be some back-
lash,” said Hank Kwon, owner of Bul-
letproof Comics in Flatbush. “People do 
know that when it goes to the big screen 
they will take some liberties and tweak 
the characters’ origins, or tell the same 
origin with a little twist, but I’m sure 
there will be that one guy.”

Marvel is staying tight-lipped about 
exactly where and for how long the 
statue will be in the park, but a source 
close to the project said it is tentatively 

planned to appear near the carousel by 
Flatbush Avenue, where it will stand 
for two weeks as a beacon to fans bor-
ough wide.

After that, the idol will embark on 
a yearlong tour of “several key loca-
tions,” according to a company spokes-
woman, although our source claimed 
that the city is in talks with the comic 
juggernaut to make the statue a perma-
nent fi xture in Brooklyn. 

Borough President Adams, who 
worked with Marvel to bring the statue 
to Kings County, did not respond to 
questions about Cap’s Nazi or outer-
borough affi liations by press time, but 
said in a statement that he is thrilled to 
have the justice seeker back in his sort-
of native borough.

“Captain America was always more 
than just a kid from Brooklyn,” said the 
statement. “The epic story of this para-
gon of patriotism, told over decades of 
crime-fi ghting, has inspired millions 
of comic lovers across our nation. I am 
thrilled to be working with Marvel to 
bring Captain America home on his 
75th anniversary.”

And even Fougner says she is still 
stoked to see a Captain America statue 
— a common fi xture of fan’s stories and 
artworks — in the real world.

“Statues of Steve Rogers are such 
an ubiquitous part of the fi ctional land-
scape for every Marvel fan,” she said. 
“They exist within Marvel canon, and 
in so many fan fi ctions, fan arts, and 
fan comics, and the idea of having a 
real one is such great ignition of the 
imagination!”

Continued from cover

CAP AMERICA
The waterway  is also fi lled with 

toxic waste and heavy metals  that 
amassed in its days as an industrial 
dumping ground, and the carcasses 
of the many unfortunate animals who 
have met their untimely end in Brook-
lyn’s Nautical Purgatory — including 
a dolphin, a baby whale, and several 
adorable goslings.

 Daredevil activist Christopher 
Swain famously swam the stretch last 
year  to raise awareness about how 
gross the water is, but even he wore a 
hazardous-materials suit and periodi-
cally gargled with hydrogen peroxide. 

Conditions last Saturday would 
have been especially disgusting 
thanks for a rainstorm the prior eve-
ning, according to local experts.

“There was probably some sewage 
overfl ow in the canal,” said Andrea 
Parker, who is the executive director 
of waterway steward group the Gow-
anus Canal Conservancy. “It seems 
pretty gross.” 

Bisi said this is the fi rst time he 
has ever spotted a human swimming 
in the waterway in the 37 years that 
he’s lived in the neighborhood — but 
also noted that it is easier to access 
than in area’s grittier days, when the 
canal was fenced off from the public.

“The canal is more accessible to 
a stunt like this now,” he said. “In 
the past, they would have had to go 
through fences.”

Continued from cover

GOWANUS SWIM

AMERICAN IDOL: A statue of Captain Amer-
ica based on this sketch is coming to Pros-
pect Park on Aug. 10. Marvel Comics

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com
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By Alexandra Simon

It is going to be a bloody good time!
A campy theatrical mash-up of slasher films and 

1960s beach movies will make a splash in Park Slope 
this month. The Piper Theatre’s free outdoor production 
of the play “Psycho Beach Party,” opening at the Old 
Stone House on July 14, has a frothy blend of genres that is 
shore to draw audiences of all stripes, say organizers. 

“This is a very ironic, sarcastic takeoff on the ’60s beach 
films with a little camp horror thrown in — and it’s a little 
sexy,” said Kim Maier, executive director of Old Stone 
House. “It’s very funny — more funny than horror.”

The play follows Florence “Chicklet” Forrest, a teen-
age girl desperately trying to fit in with the popular surfer 
crowd of Malibu. But she has multiple personalities, and 
worries that one of her alter-egos might be responsible for 
the bodies that start piling up on the beach. 

Even those who have seen the play before — or the 
2000 film version — will be surprised by the ending of 
the play, Maier said. Playwright Charles Busch, who also 
wrote “Die, Mommie Die!” and “Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom,” made some changes to the script for this first 

outdoor production of “Psycho Beach Party.”
“The show is all about drawing out the suspense and 

never knowing what will happen next,” said Maier. “It’s 
the original play with some updates from the playwright 
himself — he made updates to his script for this show.”

This is Piper Theatre’s 12th summer performing at Old 
Stone House. The outdoor shows usually draw about 400 
people, who spread out blankets and chairs in front of the 
stage, making a full evening of the event, said Maier. 

“People can their bring picnic and blanket and enjoy 
the bay breeze. It’s a very chill scene,” she said.

 The productions are always free, in a bid to make 
going to shows more attractive to all audiences.

“We think about what is and what’s not accessible for 
theater in New York City,” said Maier. “There was a time 
where it cost $75 to see a play in Manhattan — that’s not 
accessible at all.” 

Those who attend the show will be able enjoy a beachy 
atmosphere. The only thing that will be absent is the 
beach itself.

“We have a fantastic, immersive stage setup — waves, 
seagulls, canvas, beach surf scene, concession stand,” said 
Maier. “Everything but sand.”

“Psycho Beach Party” at the Old Stone House [336 
Third St., between Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195, www.oldstonehouse.com]. July 14–16, 
21–23 at 8 pm. Free.

‘Psycho Beach Party’ lands in the Slope

Get the point?: A potentially mur-
derous mother, played by drag 
artist Sam Given, right, menaces 
her daughter’s love interests in 
“Psycho Beach Party,” opening 
July 14 in Park Slope. Lisa Pines

Hack and splash

Tropical patterns of behavior: Actors Sebastian Quinn, Elizabeth 
Doyle, and Artem Kreimer make a steamy triangle in the campy 
play “Psycho Beach Party.” Lisa Pines
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By Julianne Cuba

It’s a graveyard smash!
Green-Wood Cemetery 

will open its gates on July 16 
for its annual extravaganza of 
1800s-inspired games and circus 
performances. “A Night at Niblo’s 
Garden,” now in its fourth year, is 
inspired by one of the boneyard’s 
permanent residents: 19th-century 
theater impresario William Niblo, 
who would host parties in front of 
the mausoleum he commissioned for 
his dead wife, said one of the night’s 
organizers. 

“It’s a really fantastic summer 
evening, inspired by one of the people 
who is buried at Green-Wood,” said 
Lisa Alpert. “It’s sort of unusual, but 
he would go visit, and he would also 
invite friends and family to picnic 
on the green area outside his mau-
soleum. We have all sorts of unusual 
acts for an evening of performances 
and 19th-century showmanship.”

Niblo had the mausoleum built 
right next to a pond, making it the 
perfect spot for people to lay out a 
blanket and snack on food from the 
Victorian era, said Alpert. 

“Hundreds of people come, it’s 
a very big event,” she said. “Some 
bring 19th-century picnics — people 
go online and see what things people 
were eating so they can channel the 
whole vintage experience. They put 
out their blankets all around the 
pond, and several acts take place in 
the water.” 

The historical evening’s enter-

tainment is provided by Brooklyn’s 
Bindlestiff Family Cirkus, which 
will transport its fire-breathing 
experts, balloonists, and jugglers 
from the circus ring to Niblo’s grave-
side, along with some other enter-
tainments from the turn of the 20th 
century, said the group’s founder.

“I will be riding a pennyfarthing 
bike — big wheel in the front, little 
in the back,” said Keith Nelson. “I 
will be eating fire and spitting fire, 
and may be doing some juggling.” 

The circus group will also invite 
visitors to play old-timey games 
such as Graces, which involves two 
people tossing a ring back and forth 
using hand sticks, and Shuttlecock, 

which is similar to badminton. All 
of the games, performances, and fire 
breathing take place at the foot of the 
pond, creating a picturesque evening 
of a kind rarely found in modern-day 
Brooklyn, said Nelson.  

“It creates this beautiful picture 
with fire and candles and light in this 
graveyard and people in pageantry,” 
he said. “Green-Wood is this really 
kind of special place, back to an era 
when graveyards were open spaces 
for people to be in.” 

“A Night at Niblo’s Garden” at 
Green-Wood Cemetery [500 25th 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080, www.green-
wood.com]. July 16 at 7 pm. $37. 

By Lauren Gill

Brooklyn is theirs for the talk-
ing!

A pair of Windsor Terrace 
poets will sound off about their expe-
riences growing up in different parts 
of Kings County in the spoken word 
piece “My Brooklyn, Your Brooklyn” 
at 440 Gallery in Park Slope on July 
10. The duo will rap about their sepa-
rate neighborhoods and backgrounds, 
but the performance will also show 
audiences how much they have in 
common, said one of the poets. 

“I hope that they’re seeing the 
ways that they think we’re different, 
we’re not,” said Darryl Alladice, who 
grew up in Bedford-Stuyvesant and 
Crown Heights. “If you bring all of 
the differences to the table and mix 
them in, it’s the same stuff.” 

Alladice, who is black, put the 
show together with fellow wordsmith 
Cathy Gigante-Brown, a white Italian-
American who grew up in Bay Ridge. 

The Ridgite initially feared their dif-
ferences might keep their work from 
blending together.

“At first I thought he was crazy 
because we have such different back-
grounds,” she said.

But the pair found much in com-
mon. Both went to Fort Hamilton High 
School in Bay Ridge — though five 
years apart — and come from working 
-class families. Together, they com-
piled 14 of their poems about universal 
subjects such as love, family, bullies, 
and racism, and important coming-of-
age moments, which they recite during 
the 40-minute performance.

But this is no dry poetry reading, 
said Gigante-Brown — the pair take 
on different roles as they bounce off 
each other, and they burst into song at 
one point for some a capella verse.

“People have said it reminds them 
of a jazz piece where everybody has 
their part and it kind of intertwines,” 
she said.

The poets have recited their show 
10 times so far, at various locations 
around the city, but the performance 
is different every time, said Gigante-
Brown. She hopes that Park Slopers 
will embrace the reading and really 
get involved in the borough-spanning 
performance. 

“The third member of the group 
is the audience,” she said. “It’s really 
cool seeing the audience react to it.”

“My Brooklyn, Your Brooklyn” at 
440 Gallery (400 Sixth Ave. at Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, www.440gallery.
com). July 10 at 4:40 pm. Free.

By Dennis Lynch

Celebrate a bazaar 
decade!

Bay Ridge’s annu-
al Arab American Bazaar 
and Eid Celebration will 
return to Shore Road Park 
for the 10th time this week-
end. The family-friendly 
festival of music, food, and 
culture on July 10 seeks to 
celebrate the area’s diverse 
Arab-American population 
and the common threads that 
unite them all, said an orga-
nizer.

“This is really an oppor-
tunity to celebrate that heri-
tage and it’s an expression 
of unity as well,” said Kayla 
Santosuosso, deputy direc-
tor of the Arab American 
Association of New York. 
“Syria has its own politics, 
Yemen has its own politics, 
but this is really a time to 
express unity of the Arab-
American community, to 
celebrate Arab heritage and 
Americanness — that feel-
ing of both identities is very 
palpable at the Bazaar.”

That dual identity is 
embodied by the show’s head-
liner, Syrian-American hip-
hop artist Omar Offendum. 
Best-known for his politi-
cally conscious rapping — a 
uniquely American art form 
— Offendum also plans to 
perform some classic Arabic 
poetry to appeal to older 
visitors at the festival. But 
he hopes that members of all 
communities will make it to 
the party.

“This is an event put 
on by the Arab American 
Association, but we’d love for 
non-Arabs to come out, espe-

cially now more than ever 
to show solidarity between 
communities and have fun, 
is what its all about — it’s 
about having fun,” he said.

Eid celebrates the end of 
the holy month of Ramadan, 
when Muslims fast during 
daylight, and Offendum 
plans to chow down on food 
at the festival.

“I almost feel guilty eat-
ing in the daylight the first 
day, but I’m definitely look-
ing forward to it, and there 
will be no shortage of deli-
cious food,” he said. “I just 
need to make sure I don’t 
pig out so much that I can’t 
perform.”

More than a dozen ven-
dors will offer a mix of tradi-
tional Middle Eastern dishes, 
including classic New York 
halal food and the Levantine 
flatbread treat manakish, 
Santosuosso said. Other ven-
dors will sell goods from the 
Arab world, including tradi-
tional Islamic clothing and 
jewelry. Bay Ridge’s Urban 
Modesty will sell its chic-
yet-demure women’s cloth-
ing for the first time at the 
festival, said its owners.

The festival, which 
is expected to draw about 
4,000 people, will also offer 
activities for kids, including 
face-painting, balloon ani-
mals, and arts and crafts.

“The 10th Annual Bay 
Ridge Arab American Bazaar 
and Eid Celebration,” at 
Shore Road Park [entrance 
at 79th Street and Shore 
Road in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745–3523, www.arabameri-
canny.org]. July 10. Noon–7 
pm. Free.

Arab American festival 
for the end of Ramadan  

Cemetery hosts circus show from 1800s

Fast and feast

PLAY OF THE DEAD

Mine verses yours

Bazaar show: Eid celebration regulars the Freedom Dabke Troupe — a 
Palestinian dance group with a number of Brooklyn members — will 
perform once again at the 10th annual Arab American Bazaar and Eid 
Celebration. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Penny lane: Bindlestiff Family Cirkus’s Keith Nelson will cruise Green-Wood Cemetery 
on a pennyfarthing bike during a 19th century extravaganza on July 16. Maike Schulz

Word of the streets: Poets Darryl Alladice 
and Cathy Gigante-Brown will perform 
their spoken word piece “My Brooklyn, 
Your Brooklyn” in Park Slope on July 10.
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ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

Hours
Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm

See menu @ 
www.AtlasSteak.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS
B8Transportation Q B

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food
Impeccable Service

Rave Reviews

F To
18 Ave.

Now
Serving

Enjoy Premium Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 
Prepared To Perfection 

For A Classic Steakhouse Experience.

Live Entertainment
THURSDAYS

Guitar Nite 6pm - Close
FRIDAYS

Saxophone Nite 7pm - Close

        TheMusical
About Hollywood’s 
Tough Guy in Tap Shoes

Westside Theatre 407 W 43rd St - Telecharge.com  212-239-6200 - CagneyTheMusical.com

OUTSTANDING
ACTOR IN A MUSICAL

Nominee
Robert Creighton

Drama Desk
Outer Critics Circle

OUTSTANDING
CHOREOGRAPHER

Nominee
Joshua Bergasse

Drama Desk
Outer Critics Circle

BEST NEW
MUSICAL

Nominee
Off Broadway Alliance

Outer Critics Circle

P
ho

to
: C

ar
ol

 R
os

eg
g

AN AMAZING

MUSICAL! 

-  Steve Schonberg, WNBC-TV

“ “

Ride Free on the LIRR to Cagney and Save.  Go to mta.info/lirr/getaways

NOTHING BUT JOY -

AND PLENTY OF IT! 

- Rex Reed, NY Observer

“ “
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Word’s pick: “The Fifty-Year Mission” 
Edward Gross and Mark Altman

You do not have to be a hard-
core Trekker to enjoy this unau-
thorized oral history of the origi-
nal “Star Trek.” This book is 
an exploration of a pop-culture 
phenomenon — one that has 
dramatically changed the land-
scapes of television and cul-
ture. Gross and Altman not 
only examine the ideals that 
set “Star Trek” apart from 
its contemporaries, but they 
emphasize the technical aspects that set 
it ahead of the pack and led to its enormous fanbase — 
and to the existence of fandom itself. Told in the words of 
the designers, writers, actors, and producers who made it 
happen, the genius of this book lies in its editing, which 
showcases the juiciest gossip while also celebrating the 
epic spirit of boldly going where no one has gone before.

— Ashanti Wallace-White, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.word-
brooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: “Under 
the Volcano” by Malcolm Lowry

The cathedral of modernism 
was many-spired, and some of its 
best-built books fell in the shad-
ow of those quick to the canon. 
Everyone knows Joyce, Woolf, 
and Mann, but what about 
Ivy Compton-Burnett, Henry 
Green, and Malcolm Lowry? 
Of the underground modern-
ists, whose works often dab-
bled in a kind of gorgeous 
apocalypse, Lowry’s “Under 
the Volcano” is the most gorgeously 
apocalyptic. It follows the life and death of an 
alcoholic, told in one hallucinatory day draped across a 
sun-speckled, dreamlike Mexico. Lowry himself was lost 
to drink, but his masterpiece lives on as a shout in the 
dark — a warning.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “Here 
Comes the Sun” by Nicole Dennis-Benn

A debut book about vacation-
ers for your summer reading list, 
this novel introduces a Jamaican 
community both involved in and 
displaced by tourism. Following 
Margot, we see a woman willing 
to put her well-being and happi-
ness aside, wanting to succeed 
and protect her younger sister 
at any cost. But what secrets 
do the other women in her 
family keep from her? And 
what are Margot’s own secrets?

— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Bill Roundy

It’s American Ale — because 
Finland demanded it!

Long before beer behemoth 
Budweiser rebranded as “America,” 
the Brooklyn Brewery had produced 
its own patriotic pale ale — Brooklyn 
American Ale. But the malty brew 
only exists because of demand from 
Scandinavian drinkers, according to 
the brewery’s founder.

“We sell a lot in Scandinavia, and 
the Finns were asking for a lighter 
ale,” said Steve Hindy. “They wanted 
it to be a serious all-malt beer, but 
something a bit lighter in body.”

The Brooklyn brewers developed 
the new beer for the Norse mar-
ket in 2009, said Hindy, naming it 
“American Ale.” But the beer only 
became available in its namesake 
country in 2015. It was another 
wildly popular beer, the Brooklyn 
Summer Ale, that made the brewery 
realize a lighter beer could work 
closer to home, said Hindy.

“So we thought — let’s do a 
year-round beer that’s similar to 
Summer Ale, but a little darker,” 
recalled Hindy. “We’ll use that name 
Brooklyn American Ale because of 
the success we had in Finland. So we 
introduced Brooklyn American Ale 
[to the American market].”

The easy-drinking, malty recipe 
served here is identical to the Finnish 
formulation, he said.

At first the star-spangled beer 
was only available in bottles, but this 

summer, the brewery began offering 
American Ale in cans. The change is 
not only for the convenience of bar-
becue partiers everywhere, but a sign 
that the brew is selling well.

“If we’re doing cans, you have 
to buy a lot of cans,” he said. “We 
wouldn’t introduce one of our eso-
teric Belgian-style beers in a can. 
We thought it would be a pretty good 
volume.”

But there is another prominent 
patriotic beverage appearing in beer 
coolers this summer. Anheuser-Busch 
has labeled its flagship Budweiser 
beer as the flag-waving America 
beer from May until November — a 
move that Hindy could barely believe 
when he heard. 

“I thought it was a stupid idea. 
Anheuser-Busch is now owned by a 

Belgian company that is controlled 
by three Brazilian billionaires. It 
seemed kind of crazy,” he said. 

But he called Milton Glaser, the 
graphic designer for the Brooklyn 
Brewery and designer of the “I Heart 
NY” logo to ask his opinion of the 
rebranding effort.

“And he said ‘You know, if Donald 
Trump can be president of America, 
then Budweiser can be America.’ ”

Sales of Budweiser have been 
declining since 1988, the year that 
Brooklyn Brewery was launched, 
said Hindy. But he said the move 
is probably not a desperate attempt 
to follow his brewery’s lead in red, 
white, and blue beer production.

“I don’t think that they’re paying 
attention to what Brooklyn Brewery 
is doing,” he said.

By Dennis Lynch

There is more to do in Bay 
Ridge than you can shake a 
Roman candle at! 

After you have finished lighting 
off those left over Fourth of July 
fireworks, we have some awesome 
shows and events all weekend and 
all next week.

Kick off your weekend on 
Friday night at Greenhouse Café 
(7717 Third Ave. between 77th and 
78th streets) with London Fogg at 
9:30 pm. This British Invasion–
centric six-piece has been rock-
ing stages all over Brooklyn and 
Staten Island this summer, so 
expect a tight show.

The Wicked Monk (9510 Third 
Ave. between 95th and 96th streets) 
always brings in the top talent on 
Saturday nights and this weekend 
is no different. The versatile cover 
band Betty Rocker will kick out 
the jams starting at 11 pm.

The good times don’t stop with 
the weekend! On Tuesday, head 
to Shore Road Park (entrance at 
79th Street and Shore Road) at 7 
pm for tunes to help you power 
through the week from 1980s 

cover band Radio Daze, present-
ed by State Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge).

And if work stress has you tied 
in knots, chill out with some yoga 
on hump day at Owl’s Head Park 
(enter at the corner of 67th and 
Senator streets) with Yoga in Bay 
Ridge instructor Erica Ginger. The 
session starts at 6:30 pm and runs 
until 7:45 pm. There is a suggested 
$5 donation, which you should 
shell out to keep up your karma.

Bay Ridge is Brooklyn’s go-to 
destination for live music, but 
comedy is much harder to find in 
the ’hood. But Thursday is your 
lucky night if you need a laugh 
— you can yuk it up at Encore 
(10007 Fourth Ave. between 100th 
and 101st streets), where you can 
get dinner and see live comedy 
from local comics Steve Loftus, 
Bobby Morris, John Saponaro, and 
Mark Demayo. Tickets are $20.

Brooklyn’s ale 
for Americans

RED, WHITE, AND BREW

Bay Ridge Nights is here all week!
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Land of the free, home of the beer: Which of these patriotic beverages should you choose 
for your next barbecue? Community News Group / Bill Roundy
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MANHATTAN COMES TO BROOKLYN

Dolce Vita 
Restaurant & Bar

5811 Ave. N, Brooklyn
718-444-3537

Open 6 Days 
for Lunch & Dinner

2:30 – 9pm
Bar Opened Late

DV
WE’RE BACK!

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT
July 18 - Sept. 4 

FOLLOW US!

iLuminate.com

OVATIONTIX.COM • 1.866.811.4111 
THEATRE 80 ST. MARKS

80 ST. MARKS PLACE • BTW 1ST & 2ND AVE

FUN FOR ALL AGES!     NO ENGLISH REQUIRED

“BEST
 NEW ACT

  IN AMERICA!
 SUPERB, 

  SENSATIONAL!”
 -�������	
����������

HHHOOOTTT SSUUUMMMMMEERR  NNNIGGGGHHHHTTSSS
Free Outdoor Concert Series

JULY 16    8:00 PM
TTAAAMMMMMYY MMMCCCCCAANNNNN &&&  

TTHHEE SSHHHAAARRPP RRAAAADDDWWWWAAAYY BBIIGGG BBAANDDD

JULY 23    8:00 PM
SSVVEETTTLLLAAANNNNAAA &&  

TTHHEE DDEELLLAAANNNCCCEEYY SSIIXXX

JULY 9    8:00 PM

DAAVVIINNAA ANNDD TTTTHHHEEE VVAAGGAABBOOONNDDS 
Filled with New Orleans charm, Memphis soul swagger,  

���������	
���������
���
������
�����	
��������


JU
LY 

20
16

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  (indoors in case of rain)  
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn, NY

www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

SPONSORED BY BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT ERIC L. ADAMS

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Sunday Brunch 12pm – 3pm

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

SUMMER IS SPECIAL  
AT BELLA GIOIA!

BUY 1 PASTA ENTREE, GET THE 2ND ONE HALF PRICE

Every Tuesday & Wednesday
*With mention or presentation of this Ad 

(offer expires 9/1/16)
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
FRI, JULY 8

MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO 
AND NICK JONAS: 
$40–$126. 7 pm.

SAT, JULY 9
MUSIC, NEW EDITION 

AND KENNY ‘BABY-
FACE’ EDMONDS: 
$59–$150. 8 pm.

THU, JULY 21
SPORTS, ROC NATION 

SUMMER CLASSIC 
CHARITY BASKETBALL 
GAME: $16–$155. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, ONE AFRICA 

MUSIC FEST: With Wiz-
kid, Davido, Diamond 
Platnumz, Stonebwoy, 
Flavour, and more. $65–
$155. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 23
EVENT, TAPPED — THE 

ULTIMATE CRAFT 
BEER FESTIVAL: $42. 
12:30 pm and 5 pm.

TUE, JULY 26
MUSIC, G-EAZY AND 

LOGIC: $40–$125. 7 
pm.

THU, JULY 28
MUSIC, LAURA PAUSINI: 

$75–$150. 8 pm.

THU, JULY 30
SPORTS, SHOWTIME 

CHAMPIONSHIP BOX-
ING: Leo Santa Cruz vs. 
Carl Frampton. $45–
$399. 5 pm.

WED, AUG 3
EVENT, HILLSONG CON-

FERENCE 2016: A 
conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

THU, AUG 4
EVENT, HILLSONG CON-

FERENCE 2016: A 
conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

FRI, AUG 5
EVENT, HILLSONG CON-

FERENCE 2016: A 
conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

TUE, AUG 9
TALK, BEYOND SPORT 

UNITED 2016: A con-
versation about making 
sports more inclusive. 
$495. 8 am.

THU, AUG 11
MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-

ISAND: $105–$615. 8 
pm.

SAT, AUG 13
MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-

ISAND: $105–$615. 8 
pm.

WED, AUG 17
MUSIC, BLINK-182:  $40–

$75. 7 pm.

SAT, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER — BACK 
TO BROOKLYN: $25–
$130. 7:30 pm.

SUN, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30–$555. 6 pm.

MON, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25–$130. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, AUG 27
MUSIC, PROPHETS OF 

RAGE: $30–$70. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JULY 8
ART, “THE FENCE”: An out-

door photography exhibit 
featuring artists from 
around the world. Free. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Granite Prospect [Old Ful-
ton Street at Furman Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

MUSIC, JOSH RITTER, MAR-
THA REDBONE, BIRDS 
OF CHICAGO: Part of 
BRIC’s Celebrate Brooklyn! 
Festival. Free. 7 pm. Pros-
pect Park Band Shell [Pros-
pect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], www.bricarts-
media.org/cb. 

COMEDY, “YOU ARE NOT 
ALONE — AN UPLIFTING 
SHOW ABOUT DEPRES-
SION”: The actor and 
writer Mara Wilson hosts 
an evening of storytell-
ing, comedy, and music to 
benefi t the Mental Health 
awareness organization 
Project Urok! $10–$25. 9 
pm. Industry City Distillery 
[33 35th St. #6a, between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 305–
6951].  

BURLESQUE AT THE BEACH 
— THE MAN WHO KNEW 
TOO MUCH ABOUT THE 
GIRL WHO WORE TOO 
LITTLE: $15. 10 pm. Side-
shows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

SAT, JULY 9
TALK, WALT WHITMAN’S 

FORT GREENE: Learn 
about Fort Greene Park’s 
connection to classic 
American author Walt 
Whitman. Free. 11 am. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Cen-
ter [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

MUSIC, CARLA MORRISON, 
HURRAY FOR THE RIFF 
RAFF, BUSCABULLA: Ex-
perience a night of music 
by Hispanic artists, as part 
of Bric’s Celebrate Brook-
lyn! Festival. Free. 7 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

MUSIC, DAVINA AND THE 
VAGABONDS: Free. 8 pm. 
On Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

OUTDOORS, FLATBUSH 
STREET FAIR: A feast with 
a Caribbean fl air, colorful 
music, exhilarating rides, 
exotic foods, and great 
shopping. Free. Noon–6 
pm. Street Fair [Flatbush 
Avenue from Parkside Av-
enue to Cortelyou Road in 
Flatbush, (718) 282–2500, 
X 79234.], www.fl atbush-
avebid.com. 

READING, “MAGRUDER’S 
CURIOSITY CABINET”: 
Author H.P. Wood reads 
from his debut novel set in 
turn-of-the-20th-century 
Coney Island. $5 ($3 se-
niors). 4 pm. Coney Island 
Museum (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 

Island), www.coneyisland.
com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: 
Starting at $10. 6 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

SUN, JULY 10
FUND RAISER, MOVING 

TOGETHER TO FIND A 
CURE LYMPHOMA WALK: 
A non-competitive 5-ki-
lometer walk in memory 
of those whose lives have 
been touched by lym-
phoma. Free. 10 am. Pros-
pect Park Nethermeade 
(Center Drive between 
Prospect Park South and 
East Drive in Prospect 
Park), www.lymphoma.org/
BrooklynWalk. 

FREE YOGA IN PROSPECT 
PARK: Free summer yoga 
on Sunday mornings in 
July from Yogasole. Bring 
your own mat. Free. 10 
am. Prospect Park [Enter 
at Bartel Pritchard Square 
in Park Slope, (718) 541–
1382], www.yogasole.com/
eventskarma/outdoor-
freeyoga.html. 

TALK, FORUM ON ANTI-
GENTRIFICATION AND 
DISPLACEMENT: A discus-
sion of successful strate-
gies community members 
have used to protect and 
preserve their neighbor-
hoods. Free, donation 
suggested. Noon–5 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: 
Starting at $10. 1 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

WRESTLING — ONE YEAR 
LATER: Presented by Tier 
1 Wrestling. $20. 2:30 pm. 

St. Finbar’s Church [1839 
Bath Ave. at Bay 20th 
St. in Bensonhurst, (718) 
236–3312]. 

MON, JULY 11
FILM, FLICKS ON THE 

BEACH — “JURASSIC 
WORLD”: Free. 7:30 pm. 
Coney Island Beach (Near 
the Boardwalk at W. 10th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyislandfunguide.
com. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn come-
dian Wyatt Cenac, “Night 
Train” is a weekly show 
that features comedy from 
the best local and interna-
tional stand up comedi-
ans. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, JULY 12
MUSIC, RADIO DAZE: Sena-

tor Marty Golden hosts an 
outdoor concert. Free. 7 
pm. [79th Street at Shore 
Road in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238–6044]. 

FILM, RED HOOK FLICKS 
—“RAIDERS OF THE 
LOST ARK”: Free. 8:30 
pm. Valentino Pier (Coffey 
Street at Ferris Street in 
Red Hook), www.redhook-
fl icks.com. 

WED, JULY 13
MUSIC, LONDON FOGG: 

Senator Marty Golden 
hosts an outdoor con-
cert. Free. 7 pm. Marine 
Park [Avenue U at Stuart 
Street in Marine Park, (718) 
238–6044]. 

FILM, “STAR WARS — A 
NEW HOPE”: Free. 8 pm. 
Metrotech Commons (5 
MetroTech Center, be-
tween Jay Street and 
Flatbush Avenue in Down-
town), www.downtown-
brooklyn.com.

THURS, JULY 14
THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 

Shakespeare’s classic play 
about the villainous Duke 
of Gloucester. $18 ($15 
seniors and students). 7:30 
pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, “TRIPLETS OF 
BELLEVILLE,” JESSICA 
FICHOT: Watch the Oscar-
nominated French fi lm, 
with the swing score per-
formed live. Free. 8 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

TALK, “RIGHT NOW! THE 
GUN EPISODE: Comedian 
Carolyn Castiglia hosts 
a live talk-music-comedy 
show to discuss gun con-
trol and violence against 
the gay community. $12 
($10 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

FRI, JULY 15
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. LOWELL 
SPINNERS: Tonight is 
FDNY Appreciation Night. 
Starting at $10. 7 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MUSIC, JUICE HIP-HOP 
EXHIBITION: $15. 7 pm. 
St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[45 Water St. at New 
Dock Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 834–8794], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

COMEDY, COMEDY QUAR-
TERLY — SUMMER EDI-
TION: Featuring top-shelf 
material from Samantha 
Ruddy, Dan Perlman, Dan-
iel J. Perafan and other 
household names of the 
future. $5. 8 pm. Bluebird 
[504 Flatbush Ave. at Lef-
ferts Avenue in Prospect 
Lefferts Garden, (978) 
204–1039], bit.ly/com-
edyqrt. 

BURLESQUE AT THE BEACH 
— THE PERSISTENCE OF 
NUDITY: A burlesque trib-
ute to Salvador Dali. $15. 
10 pm. Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street 
and Stillwell Avenue in 
Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159], www.coneyisland.
com. 

SAT, JULY 16
SPORTS, GOTHAM GIRLS 

ROLLER DERBY DOUBLE-
HEADER: The Brooklyn 
Bombshells vs. the Queens 
of Pain, and Manhattan 
Mayhem vs. Bronx Grid-
lock. $25 ($20 in advance). 
4–10 pm. Abe Stark Arena 
(1902 W. 19th St. between 
Surf Avenue and Board-
walk in Coney Island), 
gothamgirlsrollerderby.
com. 

FREDDY’S DOGGY FASH-
ION SHOW: The beloved 
bar hosts a canine fashion 
show in the street. Free. 6 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com.  

Top dog: Contestants in this year’s Doggy Fashion Show 
will have to live up to the example set by glamorous English 
bulldog Lola, the 2014 winner. Dogs will strut their stuff on a 
catwalk outside Freddy’s Bar in Park Slope on July 16, while 
comedians provide color commentary. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

How big is that wingspan?: Singer Nick Jonas will return to 
Barclays Center on July 21 to captain a team in the Summer 
Classic Charity Basketball Game. Associated Press / Matt Sayles
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GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED
LIVEUNITED.ORG

BY GIVING JUST A FEW HOURS OF MY DAY

A LIFETIME OF LEARNING
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• ‘I’m just going to do 
whatever I can to help us 
win every game.’

• ‘He didn’t want to 
tell me how good 
he was.’

BY LAURA AMATO
The Nets added a bit of home-
town fl air to the roster on June 
28, when the team formally in-
troduced second-round draft 
pick and Brooklyn native Isa-
iah Whitehead with a cere-
mony in Coney Island. 

Surrounded by family, 
friends and a handful of fans, 
Whitehead held up his brand-
new Brooklyn jersey, smiling 
as his dreams of becoming a 
professional basketball player 
came true. 

Whitehead grew up in 
Surfside Gardens, a mile from 
the Nets’ Boardwalk-adjacent 
team store. He’s had a few days 
to come to terms with being 
the 42nd overall pick in this 
year’s draft, but the former 
Lincoln standout had to admit 
it was all still a bit surreal. 

“It probably won’t sink in 
until I’m on the Barclays fl oor 
and looking around and see-
ing family and friends in the 
crowd,” he said. “When I know 
I’m in Brooklyn and playing, 
that’s probably when it’ll all 
sink in.”

Whitehead will make his 
on-court debut with the team’s 
summer-league squad later 
this month, competing against 
other draft picks and players 
looking to sign as free agents. 

It will be the fi rst true test 
for Whitehead, and one he’s 
anxious to pass. 

“I want to win,” he said. “I 
want to win every game with 
my teammates and really build 
that chemistry that we need for 
this season.”

Whitehead played multiple 
positions in the backcourt dur-
ing his two seasons at Seton 
Hall, but Brooklyn is focused 
on turning the former combo-
guard into more of a pure point 
guard. In fact, it was White-
head’s ball-handling ability 
that motivated the Nets to 
 trade up for him in this year’s 
draft . 

“What really attracted me 

to him, personally, was his 
passing ability,” said  fi rst-year 
Nets coach Kenny Atkinson . “I 
was very impressed, especially 
in the pick and roll, how he can 
make different reads. We’re ex-
cited about that.”

Atkinson also said he was 
impressed by a one-on-one dis-
cussion he had with Whitehead 
prior to the draft, listening 
to the fi rst-team All-Big East 
player list off the aspects of his 
game he wanted to improve. 

“I was really surprised by 
— with the success he’s had 
at the college level and high 
school level — his humility,” 
Atkinson said. “He didn’t want 
to tell me how good he was — 
he wanted to tell me what he 
was working on. I loved that 

about him.”
The organization has spent 

the better part of the last week 
hyping up Whitehead’s return 
to Brooklyn. He’s become the 
face of the future for borough 
pro basketball — a hometown 
hero ready to spark a young 
team. 

Whitehead isn’t letting any 
of that go to his head. He just 
wants to play to the best of his 
ability, and if he can do that 
while wearing a Brooklyn uni-
form, even better. 

“I mean, I’ve been hearing 
about pressure my whole life,” 
he said. “It’s just basketball. 
It’s about going out there and 
just playing and having fun. I 
believe if I do that, everything 
will work out for itself.”

BY LAURA AMATO
Brooklyn boasted some of 
the best high-school base-
ball talent in the city this 
spring, but one player stood 
above all the rest. 

Poly Prep’s Daniel Bakst 
was an undeniable force this 
season, as dominant in the 
fi eld as he was at the plate 
— so dominant that we’ve 
named Bakst this year’s 
Courier Life Brooklyn All-
Area Player of the Year.

The third baseman has 
been playing for as long as he 
can remember and his famil-
iarity with — not to mention 
his love of — the game, was 
clear every time he suited up 
in a Blue Devils jersey.

“I honestly can’t really de-
scribe it, how much I love it,” 
Bakst said. “I love the com-
petitiveness. What drives me 
is playing baseball against 
the best competition in the 
nation. I love playing at the 
best level. That’s what really 
makes it a lot of fun.”

Bakst had plenty of fun 
on the diamond this year, 
leading Poly Prep to a New 
York State Association of 
Independent Schools title. It 
was the Blue Devils’ fourth 
championship in the last 
fi ve seasons and a big-time 
bounceback after the squad 
fell early in the 2015 play-
offs. 

“It was a great experi-
ence,” Bakst said. “Coming 
back and having the kind of 
season that we had and play-
ing consistently like we did, 
then capping it off with a 
championship, it was just re-
ally special to be a part of.”

The Gatorade New York 
State Player of the Year 
hit .432 this season, with a 
team-high 33 runs batted in, 
36 runs scored, and 12 dou-
bles. He also boasted a .580 
slugging percentage, consis-
tently connecting on extra 
base hits. 

Bakst, however, never felt 
he had to pack his stat sheet. 
He never felt pressure from 
his teammates or the need to 
prove himself against lofty 
preseason expectations. He’s 
been perfecting his game 
for years, and the numbers 
that Bakst put up in his fi nal 
high-school season were sim-
ply a product of that work. 

“I just tried to focus on 
what I was doing and be a 
good teammate that way,” 
Bakst said. “I think it had a 
domino effect, and we had a 
lot of really good chemistry 
this year.”

Bakst never gets tired of 
playing baseball. He’s been 
in California for the past few 
weeks, playing nearly every 
day, and he thrives on the 

— Poly Prep star Daniel Bakst on his future 
playing at Stanford. 

— Nets coach Kenny Atkinson on 
Isaiah Whitehead’s humility.

Continued on page 38

Poly Prep star best 
in Brooklyn baseball

New Net Whitehead 
introduced in Coney

PART OF THE TEAM: Coney Island native Isaiah Whitehead holds up his 
new Nets team jersey during a press conference on the Boardwalk on 
June 28. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

OUT OF THE PARK: Poly Prep’s Daniel Bakst was one of the most dan-
gerous hitters in the entire city this year, leading the Blue Devils in a 
handful of statistical categories. Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Connecticut 5
Cyclones 4
July 2 at MCU Park

The Cyclones left the ty-
ing and winning runs in scor-
ing position in the ninth in-
ning of Saturday’s 5–4 loss to 
Connecticut at MCU Park, or 
Kramerica Industries Ball-
park as it was called for “Sein-
feld” night. 

The Cyclones, perhaps in-
spired by John O’Hurley’s 
public address announcing, 
scored four runs in the fi rst. 
That was as much offense as 
Brooklyn would manage all 
night.

“We had trouble getting a 
runner to second between the 
fi rst and ninth,” manager Tom 
Gamboa said.

The four-run lead didn’t 
last long. Gabriel Llanes gave 
up a leadoff single and the Cy-
clones defense didn’t hold up, 
as an error allowed Connecti-
cut to put runners on. 

Will Savage’s two-out sin-
gle scored Donnels to cut the 
lead to 4–2. Then Cole Bauml’s 
double off the wall scored two 
runs to tie the game at four.

“Just momentum-wise, 
fi rst to put a four-spot right 
away, you want to go out there 
and put a zero up,” Gamboa 
said. “There’s no question that 
our club was defi nitely de-
fl ated when we came in after 
the second inning and we had 
given them four runs to tie up 
the game and now we’re start-
ing all over again.”

The Cyclones tried to rally 
in the ninth as Dale Burdick 
walked and Cone doubled 
when Sam Machonis barely 
missed making a highlight-
reel-worthy diving catch in 
center. With the infi eld in and 
the contact play on, Jimenez 
struck out Zanon on three 
pitches. Then Jabs went down 
swinging on a 2–2 pitch.

Cyclones 5
Connecticut 4
July 3 at MCU Park

The Cardiac Clones — or 
the Coney Island Franks as the 
squad was named on Sunday 

— fl ipped the script on the Ti-
gers with a four-run comeback 
in a 5–4 win at MCU Park.

“I admire the resiliency 
of these kids,” Gamboa said. 
“They don’t give up. We kept 
pecking away and we are 
starting to swing the bats bet-
ter. We’re getting more hits 
per game. I thought it was a 
real good comeback by our 
guys today.”

For the second-straight 
game, the Tigers scored four 
in the second. A run-scoring 
single from Tanner Donnels 
gave the Tigers a 1–0 lead. 
Two batters later, Junnell Le-
dezma doubled down the left-
fi eld line, scoring two runs. 
Will Savage followed with a 
run-scoring infi eld single to 
put the Tigers up 4–0.

Gonzalez gave up four runs 
on four hits in four-and-two-
thirds innings, but he also 
racked up 10 strikeouts.

The Cyclones got on the 
board in the third. Ali San-
chez led off with a double and 
Arnaldo Berrios followed with 
one of his own to push across 
a run. Berrios scored on Dale 
Burdick’s single to right as the 
lead was cut to 4–2.

The Cyclones came back to 
take the lead in the sixth. Nick 
Sergakis led off with a single 
and was on second with two 
outs when Blake Tiberi tripled 
to right, tying the game. Zanon 

followed with a run-scoring 
single to center as Brooklyn 
went up 5–4.

Cyclones 5
Batavia 1
July 4 at Batavia

The Cyclones didn’t waste 
any time, jumping out to a fi rst 
inning lead on Monday night, 
en route to a series-opening 
victory over Batavia. 

Ali Sanchez picked up 
where he left off the night be-
fore, connecting on a two-run 
single off Muckdogs starter 
Reilly Hovis in the top of the 
fi rst. Brooklyn added another 
run in the second as Arnaldo 
Berrios doubled and scored on 
Dale Burdick’s subsequent sin-
gle. In the third, Woodmansee 
homered to left-center, giving 
the Cyclones a 4–0 lead.

Merandy Gonzalez was  
dominant on the mound in the 
win, settling into a rhythm 
early. Only one Muckdog 
reached base in the fi rst four 
innings — on a third inning 
error by second baseman Nick 
Sergakis.

A wild pitch from Gonza-
lez scored Knapp for Bata-
via’s lone run, but that was all 
the squad would get as David 
Gauntt struck out to end the 
inning.

The Cyclones wrapped up 
the victory in the sixth as Ja-

BY DAVID RUSSELL
He just had to change his 
mindset. 

Cyclones third baseman 
Blake Tiberi is starting 
to put some hits together, 
bouncing back after a diffi -
cult start to the season.

“I stopped thinking,” 
Tiberi said. “I’ve been kind 
of pressing lately. I took a 
few weeks off after college 
ball just so I could recharge. 
I’m still getting adjusted to 
this level of pitching.”

In Brooklyn’s 5–4 win 
over Connecticut on July 
3, Tiberi’s triple tied the 
game in the sixth inning 
and he scored the go-ahead 
run one batter later. After 
struggling mightily at the 
beginning of the season, 
Tiberi raised his batting av-
erage to .152 after the week-
end series. At fi rst glance, 
it may not seem like a dom-
inant number, but that av-
erage has Tiberi feeling 
confi dent. The professional 
pitchers he’s facing have 
been tougher than the ones 
he saw playing college ball 
at Louisville.

“There’s a pretty big 
difference. At least I think 
so,” he said. “The caliber 
of pitches is a lot higher. 
There’s not as many mis-
takes at this level, so you’ve 
gotta take advantage of the 
one pitch you’re able to hit. 
It’s defi nitely a pitcher-dom-
inant league, so I just want 

to come to the park every 
day and just put together 
good at-bats.”

Tiberi was the 100th 
overall pick in the 2015 Ma-
jor League Baseball draft. 
The Mets selected him de-
spite two years of eligibil-
ity left at Louisville. It was 
an easy pick for the organi-
zation. In his fi nal season 
with the Cardinals, Tiberi 
was fourth on the team in 
batting average, tied for sec-
ond in home runs, and sec-
ond in runs batted in. Now, 
Tiberi gets to play at MCU 
Park and relishes the atmo-
sphere at Coney Island.

“It’s a cool experience,” 
he said. “I’ve never really 
played in an environment 
like this, so it’s been fun so 
far.”

The third baseman has 
spent time with hitting 
coach Sean Ratliff in an 
attempt to improve his of-
fense, looking to jumpstart 
his presence at the plate in 
his second pro season.

“They’ve been watching 
video,” said Cyclones man-
ager Tom Gamboa. “We’re 
going to need him to be the 
player he was in college.”

Fortunately, the skipper 
understands what Tiberi 
has struggled with.

“It’s strictly mechani-
cal,” Gamboa said. “Me-
chanically he’s got a prob-
lem, at least right now, 

Mind games: Cyclones 
infi elder fi nds success 

Cyclones bounce 
back in Batavia

Continued on page 38

HITTING HIS STRIDE: Cyclones infi elder Blake Tiberi has started to 
settle into his approach at the plate — and it’s showing in the box 
score. Brooklyn Cyclones

Continued on page 38

SAFE!: Outfi elder Arnaldo Berrios slides home in a win against Connecti-
cut on July 3. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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BY LAURA AMATO
The 2016 high-school baseball season 
is in the books, and Brooklyn led the 
charge when it came to success this 
year.

Poly Prep bounced back after an 
early playoff exit in 2015 to notch yet an-
other New York State Association of In-
dependent School title. It was the  fourth 
title in fi ve years  for the Blue Devils. 

Midwood defi ed nearly every ex-
pectation as the Hornets  took down 
top-seeded Tottenville  in the Public 
Schools Athletic League champion-
ship game. It was the fi rst title-game 
appearance in program history. Naz-
areth also made a bit of program his-
tory, winning the school’s fi rst Catho-
lic championship in dramatic fashion, 
 coming out of the losers’ bracket to 
take the city crown .   

Grand Street Campus, Fort Hamil-
ton, and Xaverian also saw plenty of 
success on the diamond this year. 

Here are the players that helped 
spark their teams and stood above the 
rest in Brooklyn:

Coach of the Year
Saverio Nardone, Midwood
The second-year head coach made 

good on his promise from last season, 
leading the Hornets to the city fi nal 
and the program’s fi rst-ever title. It 
was an improbable run, particularly 
after Midwood wrapped up the reg-
ular season 9–7. Nardone, however, 
never doubted his squad. He told them 
they could win, and that’s exactly what 
they did. 

Pitcher
Andrew Hernandez, Grand Street
The senior was the ace of the Wolves’ 

pitching rotation this spring, posting 
a 7–0 record with an impressive .017 
earned run average. He racked up 39 
strikeouts in 40 innings of work and 
tossed three complete games, leading 
Grand Street to an appearance in the 
Public Schools Athletic League Class 
AAA semifi nals. Hernandez will take 
his talents to St. John’s University 
next season. 

Pitcher
Oliver McCarthy, Poly Prep
The southpaw sophomore was dom-

inant on the mound this year, boast-
ing a team-best 8–1 record for the Blue 
Devils. He owned a strong fastball and 
a changeup that left plenty of batters 
wondering what they had just seen at 
the plate. In 53 innings pitched, Mc-
Carthy racked up 61 strikeouts and 
posted a 1.58 earned run average.  

Pitcher
Chris Allegretti, Xaverian
Xaverian’s success this season 

rested on the strength of its pitching 
and defense and Allegretti led that 
charge. The junior was a perfect 8–0 on 
the mound with a fi nal earned run av-
erage of 1.13. He also struck out 30 bat-
ters in 58 innings of work.

Catcher
Marcus Chavez, Grand Street
The University of Michigan-bound 

senior was nothing short of dominant 
on both sides of the ball this spring. 
Chavez boasted a .560 batting average 
as well as an on base percentage of .651 
and a .820 slugging percentage. He also 
won a Public Schools Athletic League 
Wingate Award as the top senior base-
ball player in the city this year. 

Catcher
Nick Cardieri, Midwood
A bit of an everyman for the Hor-

nets, Cardieri was a big part of his 
squad’s fi rst-ever Public Schools Ath-
letic League Class AAA championship. 
The junior hit .383 this season with 
a .532 on base percentage and could 
play anywhere in the fi eld. In addition 
to catching, Cardieri also notched a 
save in the league semifi nals and title 
game.  

First base
Xavier Vargas, Xaverian
The most consistent offensive force 

in the Clippers’ lineup, Vargas hit .404 
this spring with 35 runs batted in, 11 
extra base hits, and just 10 strikeouts 
in 114 at bats. 

Middle infi eld
Robert Howe, James Madison
The senior’s fi nal season on the di-

Your Brooklyn 
baseball honors

Continued on page 38

LEADING OFF: Midwood’s Nick Cardieri was 
a big-time spark in the Hornets’ city title this 
spring and one of the most dominant hitters 
in Brooklyn. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Attention Back Pain and Sciatica Sufferers: 
Back by Request - Sunday , July 10, 2016

Back Pain & Sciatica Workshop Reveals 
How to Naturally Heal Back Pain 

& Sciatica For Good.
 Do you suffer with back pain or leg pain when you stand or walk?
 Do you have pain when you sit for long periods or drive?
 Do you experience pain, numbness or tingling into your butt, groin or down 
 your leg?
 Does your back ever “go out” if you move the wrong way?
 Are you afraid your pain will get worse if you don’t do anything about it?
 If you have answered YES to any of the above questions (or have a stubborn   
 spouse who is in denial) –the Lower Back and Sciatica Workshop may be a life 
 changing event for you.

 “Prior to coming to Allcare PT, I could not sleep on my side, and had to sleep  
 sitting upright in a chair. In the morning rolling in bed was impossible, causing 
 the pain to shoot into my leg. I could not even stand to wait for the bus without getting  
 numbness. I had difficulty walking with a tired feeling in my legs. Now after PT 
 at Allcare, I am waking up pain free without any meds and able to sleep on my back. 
 Walking is not an issue and I can go to the gym and exercise without numbness in 
 my legs!”   Eileen M. - Healed Sciatica Sufferer.

 Back Pain and sciatica can completely ruin your life - I’ve seen it many times.
  It can make you lean on the shopping cart when walking through the grocery store
  It can take your focus away on enjoying life... like spending time with your children  
    or grandchildren
  It can mess up your work or force you to do a job you don’t want to do
  It can ruin your travel plans
  And it can take away your ability to live life - having to rely on others - or 
   to wait for you to sit down for a minute.
 And less movement and less enjoyment of life can lead to depression, increased   
 stress and a sedentary lifestyle (mostly sitting - not moving much) which leads to  
 bigger health problems - and life problems.

 at ALLCARE PHYSICAL THERAPY on Sunday, July 10, 2016 at 1213 Ave. P., 
 Brooklyn NY 11229 at 2 PM.

 If you’re confused about what to do and are looking for answers, here’s some of 
 what you’ll learn:
  The single Biggest #1 Mistake back pain and sciatica sufferers make which  
    actually stops them from healing...
  The 3 most common causes to lower back pain and Sciatica
  A Sure-fire Way to Pick the right Treatment for the Cause of Your Pain (and save  
   a ton of time and money)
  How a problem in your back can cause pain, numbness or tingling in your leg
  What a successful treatment and permanent relief looks like without the side  
   effects of medications, injections or surgery.

 How do I register for the Lower Back Pain and Sciatica Workshop? Call our office to  
 register for this event at 718-215-0520. When you register, we will mail you The Lower  
 Back Pain and Sciatica Worksheet which you will bring with you to the event.

 UPDATE: We only have 22 seats available for this event, As 8 seats of 30 have 
 been reserved before this was mailed!
 So if you would like to attend, be sure to register now - Call 718-215-0520. 
 How much Is it to Attend? 100% FREE

 As a Special Bonus - the Next 10 people to call and register for the event will receive  
 and amazing Free Self Help Sciatica book at the event.

 FAST ACTION BONUS: go to www.allcarept.com, and print the event coupon voucher  
 from our website, Bring it in to enter a raffle for a chance to win FREE 1 HOUR DEEP  
 TISSUE MASSAGE with our female licensed  massage therapist!

 All 30 attendees for the Sciatica and Lower Back Pain Workshop will receive a Special  
 report: “the Secret of Success and Sciatica Treatment.”

    Looking forward to seeing you there,

    Ofir Isaac, PT
    Allcare Physical Therapy

PS: The next (10) People to call and register at 718-215-0520 will receive (Self Help Sciatica Book)
PPS: This event is limited to the first (30) people to register. When you register, you bring a guest. 
(we do this because many people request to bring their spouse or other family member)
PPS: fast action bonus: go to www.allcarept.com print the event coupon voucher to enter the raffle 
for the free 1 hour deep tissue massage**only one winner will qualify*w*.
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BY LAURA AMATO
It wasn’t a World Series victory, but for 
two Brooklyn high-schoolers it almost 
felt like it. 

Bushwickian Ashley Alba and East 
New Yorker Caric Appleton graduated 
from the Turn 2 Foundation’s Jeter’s 
Leaders program on June 29, wrapping 
up four years of work with the organi-
zation. 

It was an emotional moment for the 
pair who spent their time in high school 
working with the leadership develop-
ment program. Jeter’s Leaders is the 
signature program of the Turn 2 Foun-
dation, founded by former Yankees star 
Derek Jeter in 1996 to motivate young 
people to turn away from drugs and al-
cohol.

The experience infl uenced Alba both 
in and out of the classroom, she said.

“The program was more like a fam-
ily setting, so we really helped each 
other out, and we helped other people 
too,” Alba said. “When we had commu-
nity service projects, we did all kinds 
of things — planting and painting and 
building schools. I think that was a very 
memorable experience.”

Alba, who lives in Bushwick but at-
tended high school in Manhattan, fi rst 
heard about Jeter’s Leaders when she 
was in middle school and immediately 
decided the organization was a perfect 
fi t. 

Over the last four years, Alba worked 
on projects across the city, focusing on 
community outreach programs. Her 
hard worked paid off, and the founda-
tion named her “most valuable player” 
at the graduation ceremony.

Alba will attend Siena College in 
Loudonville this fall on a full scholar-
ship through Jeter’s Leaders. She plans 
to study both chemistry and Spanish, 
and she’s already counting down the 
days until she heads upstate. 

“It’s very exciting,” Alba said. “Al-
though it was also kind of sad to leave 
the program, because I’m leaving some-
where I was comfortable and I felt like I 
belonged.”

Alba isn’t a Jeter’s Leader anymore, 
but she’s confi dent that both she and Ap-
pleton will continue to use the lessons 
they learned with the organization. The 
two spent the better part of their high-
school careers helping their respective 
communities, and Alba can’t imagine 

that will change once she’s started col-
lege. 

“Community service has been some-
thing that I’ve been doing since eighth 
grade,” she said. “So I can’t leave that 
behind. It’s kind of become like a sixth 
sense and I defi nitely plan on continu-
ing that.”

Alba and Appleton’s time with the 
Turn 2 Foundation is over, but the next 
lineup of leaders is already set, and 
this year’s group also has a distinctive 
Brooklyn fl air. 

Paige Thompson (Urban Assembly 
School for Law & Justice), Hasnat Nuri 
(High School for Health Professions and 
Human Services), Jamal McIntosh (The 
Academy of Urban Planning) and Ky’ir 
Durant (Eagle Academy for Young Men 
II) were among 10 incoming freshman 
inducted in the Jeter’s Leaders pro-
gram, a jumping off point for an undeni-
ably bright future. 

Since its inception 10 years ago, ev-
ery Jeter’s Leaders participant has 
gone on to attend college and while the 
program may be a bit intimidating at 
fi rst, Alba offered some words of advice 
for the latest inductees.

“Try your best to step out of your 
shell even when you don’t feel comfort-
able speaking,” she said. “When you’re 
shy or timid or nervous, it’s better to 
try and speak out so that you fi t in and 
they’ll start to all feel like family.” 

Derek Jeter’s organization honors Brooklyn high-schoolers

ROUNDING THE BASES: Brooklyn native Ash-
ley Alba was named the most valuable player 
of this year’s Jeter’s Leaders graduating 
class, earning a full scholarship to Siena Col-
lege. Jeter’s Leaders

Yanks for everything

competition. He never has to fi nd ex-
tra motivation to go out to the fi eld. It’s 
there as soon as he wakes up. 

“Just getting better and improving 
on my game is really what’s fun for 
me,” he said.

Bakst wasn’t trying to prove any-
thing this season, but he still managed 
to garner national attention. The Bal-
timore Orioles picked him in the 27th 

round of the Major League Baseball 
draft. But he won’t be turning pro  — 
instead he is heading to Stanford on an 
athletic scholarship, and he is anxious 
for the next step in his career.

He knows it won’t be easy, but loves 
a challenge. 

“I just want to get better really,” he 
said. “It’s always the same — staying 
within myself. Stanford is a tremen-
dous atmosphere they have there, tre-
mendous players and coaches. So I’m 
just going to do whatever I can to help 
us win every game.”

that the fi rst move he makes is he 
lifts his right elbow which causes 
a loop in his swing. And as you can 
see, a lot of the pitchers, they’re just 
pounding him with fastballs, and he 
can’t get extended.”

The mechanical fl aw frequently 
causes Tiberi to swing late. He’s 
been working on his approach, but 
it isn’t always easy to fi nd practice 

time. The Cyclones haven’t had a 
day off since the season started, and 
the frequent games — coupled with 
a grueling travel schedule — make 
it diffi cult to work on fundamentals. 
Still, Tiberi is confi dent he can fi nd 
his swing sooner rather than later. 

“It’s kind of tough just because 
there’s so few stretches of off days 
to work on it,” he said. “I’ve just 
been coming in early and getting 
my work on. Progressively, I feel a 
lot better so, I’m going to keep doing 
that.”

amond didn’t end with any champi-
onship hardware, but Howe’s pres-
ence at the plate was undeniable. He 
hit .367 in 15 regular season games, 
striking out just twice in 49 at bats. 

Shortstop
Anthony Prato, Poly Prep
The Connecticut-bound Prato 

was a perfect balance of middle-
infi eld defense and a quick bat this 
spring. He was a consistent threat 
at the plate and hit .442 this season 
with 25 runs scored and 14 runs bat-
ted in. 

Third base
William Navarro, Nazareth
Navarro was the spark in Naza-

reth’s fi rst-ever Catholic High School 
Athletic Association Class A title 
this spring. He pitched the squad 
to a victory in the fi rst game of the 
championship series and caught 
the fi nal out of the second game. Na-
varro fi nished with a 5–1 record on 
the mound, as well as two saves and 
57 total strikeouts. 

Outfi eld
Nick Storz, Poly Prep
The senior — who stands at 6-foot-

5, 235-pounds — struck an imposing 
fi gure in the fi eld and he also had the 
talent to back it up. Storz, who will 
attend Louisiana State University 
next year, hit .306 with three home 
runs and 24 runs batted in. He also 

found success at the mound with a 
5–3 record, .188 earned run average 
and 59 strikeouts. 

Outfi eld
Daniel Ryan, Xaverian
The senior, who will attend Fair-

fi eld University next year, was a 
dominant presence in the outfi eld 
this year and an even bigger threat 
at the plate. Ryan fi nished the sea-
son without an error and hit .350 
this spring, including a 3-for-4 per-
formance in the Clippers’ playoff 
victory over Fordham Prep.  

Outfi eld
Jonathan Pena, Grand Street
A multi-sport star for the Wolves, 

Pena hit his stride on the baseball di-
amond this spring, using his speed 
to make more than his fair share of 
key plays for the squad. He was also 
a strong hitter and fi nished the year 
with a .488 batting average, connect-
ing on 11 extra base hits with just six 
strikeouts. 

Utility
Shamariah McCullough, Naza-

reth
After coming back from an in-

jury during his sophomore sea-
son, McCullough didn’t miss a beat 
this spring. He hit a team-best .507 
with 14 extra base hits and 30 runs 
scored. A serious speedster, Mc-
Cullough was a defensive force in 
the outfi eld and nearly impossible 
to catch on the basepaths. He was 
picked off just twice in 28 stolen 
base attempts. 

Continued from page 35 
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BASEBALL

cob Zanon led off the stanza with a 
triple. With two outs, Cone beat out 
a ground ball to second and Zanon 
scored to give Brooklyn a 5–1 lead.

Cyclones 5
Batavia 1
July 5 at Batavia

Joel Huertas pitched four in-
nings of shutout relief for the vic-
tory as Brooklyn beat Batavia 5–1 on 
Tuesday.

Batavia took a fi rst-inning lead 
as Corey Bird reached on a leadoff 
bunt single, moved to second on a 
Nabil Crismatt wild pitch, advanced 
to third on a fl y out, and scored on 

another wild pitch. Jhonny Santos 
drove in the Muckdogs run, lining 
the ball to third. 

Brooklyn entered the fi fth inning 
with just one hit, but that changed in 
the top of the stanza. Dan Rizzie led 
off with a single and Darryl Knight 
followed with one of his own. Rony 
Cabrera’s throw to fi rst was off the 
mark, and the error allowed Rizzie 
to score and tie the game.

The Cyclones went ahead in the 
sixth. Connor Bach walked Sergakis 
and a wild pitch moved him to sec-
ond. Blake Tiberi’s sacrifi ce fl y gave 
Brooklyn a 2–1 lead. 

The Muckdogs tried to climb 
back in the bottom of the seventh, 
but a pair of solid defensive plays by 
the Clones kept the tying run off the 
board. 

Continued from page 36 
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Drivers must modify their 
driving habits when weather 
compromises their visibility 
and makes road conditions 
unsafe. Rain can fall any time 
of year, but tends to be most 
problematic in spring. 

According to the Federal 
Highway Administration, wet 
roadways, and rain in par-
ticular, are the main cause 
of weather-related vehicle 
crashes. The National High-
way Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration notes that, between 
2004 and 2013, rain caused 
573,784 crashes.

To drive safely in the rain 
and avoid accidents, drivers 
should follow certain precau-

tions.
-

ers. Inspect and, if necessary 
change windshield wipers 
regularly to ensure they are 
working optimally. Always 
test wipers before driving in 
rainy weather.

-
ers. Reduced visibility is a 
major contributor to wet-
weather accidents. Drivers’ 
views may be hampered by 
falling precipitation and glare 
from wet roadways. Cloudy 
conditions and fog also com-
promise visibility. When us-
ing windshield wipers, turn 
on your headlights as well. 
This makes your vehicle more 

visible to other motorists and 
improves your own ability to 
see the road and pedestrians.

conditions. Roadways accu-
mulate oil and engine fluids 
that can float in rainwater, 
creating slippery road surfac-
es. This is usually a problem 
during the first few hours of a 
rainstorm or in areas that re-
ceive little precipitation and 
then are subjected to down-
pours. These fluids make 
rain-soaked roads even more 
slippery. Slow down, leave 
more room between vehicles 
and try driving in the tracks 
left by vehicles ahead.

-

tomotive group AAA says 
hydroplaning, when the tires 
rise up on a film of water, can 
occur with as little as 1 ⁄12 
inch of water on the road. The 
group goes on to say that tires 
have to displace a gallon of wa-
ter per second to keep the rub-
ber meeting the road. Drivers 
should reduce their speeds to 
correspond to the amount of 
water on the roadway. New 
tires can still lose some con-
tact with the roadway, even 
at a speed as low as 35 mph. 
Therefore, reducing speed 
and avoiding hard braking 
and turning sharply can help 
keep the rubber of the tire 
meeting the road.

the car’s windshield defroster/
defogger to improve visibility. 

Turn it on early and keep it on 
until the rain has stopped and 
visibility has improved.

can be frightening, but when 
skidding, resist any tempta-
tion to slam on the breaks. 
Instead, continue to look and 
drive in the direction you 
want to go and slowly ease up 
on the accelerator. 

It’s important to maintain 
control over the vehicle in 
rainy conditions, so avoid us-
ing cruise control.

inflation and tire tread levels 
can improve traction. AAA 
recommends checking tread 
depth by inserting a quar-
ter upside down into the tire 
groove. If you can see above 

Washington’s head, start 
shopping for new tires. Check 
tire pressure on all tires at 
least once a month. Get an ac-
curate reading when tires are 
cold and adjust air pressure 
accordingly.

Distracted driving can be 

conditions and even more 
dangerous when visibility 
and other factors are compro-
mised. Switch phones and 
other devices off so you can 
fully focus on the road and 
other drivers. 

Rainy weather can contrib-
ute to poor driving conditions. 
Drivers should make changes 
to speed and other factors to 
make wet weather driving as 
safe as possible. 

STAY SAFE WHEN DRIVING IN WET WEATHER
ADVERTORIAL


