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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a case of Sea-Doos and 
sea don’ts.

The city must protect 
Brooklyn swimmers from 
devil-may-care personal 
watercraft riders, rec-
reationists are demand-
ing. The inconsiderate jet 
skiers buzz dangerously 
close to back-stroking lo-

cals, who say they’re now 
afraid to go into the wa-
ter.

“I’m terrifi ed to be hon-
est, I’m terrifi ed just to 
go swimming,” said Lyn 
Goldsmith, member of the 
Coney Island Brighton 
Beach Open Waters Swim-
mers organization. “I had 
one very close call where 

I almost got hit. I felt the 
spray when I turned my 
head to breathe, and when 
I looked up, I saw the jet 
ski take off.”

Parks Department 
rules prohibit all personal 
watercraft in the waters 
right off Coney Island 
Beach — from W. 37th 

BY LAUREN GILL
Some bozo went swimming in 
the notoriously noxious waters of 
the Gowanus Canal last Saturday 
wearing nothing but his trunks. 

A neighbor who spotted the 
knucklehead said the guy defi -
nitely didn’t confuse the canal for a 
summer cool-off spot — he jumped 
into the fi lthy fl uid to show off for 
his friends.

“The swimmer was aware of 
the toxic waste,” said Martin Bisi, 
who spotted the guy fl oating in the 
waterway near the Whole Foods 
parking lot on Third Street, as fi rst 
reported by  Gothamist . “It seemed 
like part of the daredevilness of 
what he did was because of the rep-
utation of the canal.” 

Bisi said he heard the man jok-
ing to his pals about dead bodies as 
he splashed his way to the middle 
of the noxious stretch next to the 
“Harvest Dome” —  an art exhibit 
that is slowly sinking in the coal 
tar-laden waters . 

The dipstick swam around 
the pernicious stretch for about 
fi ve minutes — keeping his head 
above water — before making his 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Fraudsters are taking 
advantage of Hurricane 
Sandy victims by pre-
tending to be recovery 
workers, officials are 
warning.

The scammers are 
calling Brooklynites, 
pretending to be part of 
the city’s Build It Back 

program, and asking 
for sensitive personal 
information, a spokes-
man for the federally 
funded, city-run effort 
said.

The city is investi-
gating and encouraging 
anyone who has received 
calls to drop a dime, a 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8Continued on page 4

Old-timey circus at cemetery
BY JULIANNE CUBA

It’s a graveyard smash!
Green-Wood Cemetery will 

open its gates on July 16 for hun-
dreds of visitors to enjoy its an-
nual extravaganza of 1800s-in-
spired circus performances. “A 
Night at Niblo’s Garden,” now 
in its fourth year, is inspired by 
one of the boneyard’s permanent 
residents: 19th-century theater 
impresario William Niblo, who 

would host parties in front of the 
mausoleum he commissioned 
for his dead wife, said one of the 
night’s organizers. 

“It’s a really fantastic summer 
evening, inspired by one of the 
people who is buried at Green-
Wood,” said Lisa Alpert. “It’s sort 
of unusual, but he would go visit, 
and he would also invite friends 
and family to picnic on the green 

Continued on page 6

PENNY LANE: Bindlestiff Family Cirkus’s Keith Nelson will cruise Green-Wood 
Cemetery on a pennyfarthing bike during a 19th-century extravaganza on 
July 16.  Maike Schulz

MAKING WAVES: Swimmers 
want more protection from 
jet skiers who ride way too 
close to the shore.

PLAY 
OF THE 
DEAD

Show-off 
bathes in 
Gowanus

Swimmers: Jet skis too closeSandy scam calls
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Superhero empire Marvel 
Comics is installing a mas-
sive bronze statue of Cap-
tain America in Prospect 
Park next month to coin-
cide with the 75th anniver-
sary of the Brooklyn-born 
character — but some fans 
say the timing couldn’t be 
worse.

The  comic is currently 
in the midst of a controver-
sial story arc in which the 
super soldier has joined the 
evil Hydra organization  — a 
criminal network with ori-
gins in the Nazi party — and 
afi cionados say it isn’t ex-
actly a period many would 
like to see memorialized.

“For much of Hydra’s 
past, they were explicitly a 
fi ctionalized Nazi group,” 
said Tea Fougner, a former 
Prospect Heights resident 
who dresses up as the char-
acter. “While Steve Rogers 
is defi nitely a symbol for an 
open, accepting, and loving 
America over 99 percent of 
the time, the fact that the 
statue is being announced 
during that less-than-one-
percent when he isn’t nec-
essarily, that is dampening 
excitement over the statue 
for a lot of people.”

The one-ton, 13-foot-tall 
likeness of Steve Rogers’s su-
per-powered alter ego, arriv-
ing in Brooklyn’s Backyard 
on Aug. 10, will be inscribed 
with “I’m just a kid from 
Brooklyn” — a quote from 
the 2011 fi lm “Captain Amer-
ica: The First Avenger” — 
according to Marvel. 

But even that could cause 
some controversy, accord-
ing to local geeks — in the 
comics,  Rogers grew up in 
Manhattan , and his Brook-
lyn heritage only dates back 
to the recent fi lms.

“I’m sure there will be 
some backlash,” said Hank 
Kwon, owner of Bulletproof 
Comics in Flatbush. “People 
do know that when it goes to 
the big screen they will take 
some liberties and tweak the 
characters’ origins, or tell 
the same origin with a little 
twist, but I’m sure there will 
be that one guy.”

Marvel is staying tight-

lipped about exactly where 
and for how long the statue 
will be in the park, but a 
source close to the project 
said it is tentatively planned 
to appear near the carousel 
by Flatbush Avenue, where 
it will stand for two weeks 
as a beacon to fans borough 
wide.

After that, the idol will 
embark on a yearlong tour 
of “several key locations,” 
according to a company 
spokeswoman, although 
our source claimed that 
the city is in talks with the 
comic juggernaut to make 
the statue a permanent fi x-
ture in Brooklyn. 

Borough President Ad-
ams, who worked with Mar-
vel to bring the statue to 
Kings County, did not re-
spond to questions about 
Cap’s Nazi or outer-borough 
affi liations by press time, 
but said in a statement that 
he is thrilled to have the jus-
tice seeker back in his sort-
of native borough.

“Captain America was 
always more than just a 
kid from Brooklyn,” said 
the statement. “The epic 

story of this paragon of pa-
triotism, told over decades 
of crime-fi ghting, has in-
spired millions of comic 
lovers across our nation. I 
am thrilled to be working 
with Marvel to bring Cap-
tain America home on his 
75th anniversary.”

And even Fougner says 
she is still stoked to see a 
Captain America statue — 
a common fi xture of fan’s 
stories and artworks — in 
the real world.

“Statues of Steve Rogers 
are such an ubiquitous part 
of the fi ctional landscape for 
every Marvel fan,” she said. 
“They exist within Marvel 
canon, and in so many fan 
fi ctions, fan arts, and fan 
comics, and the idea of hav-
ing a real one is such great 
ignition of the imagination!”

L E T  OU R  FA M I LY  H E L P  YOU R  FA M I LY  
I N  YOU R  T I M E  OF  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

www.bayridgeloans.org
*Payments based on 7.45% Annual Percentage Rate 
with automatic loan payments. Rates are subject to credit 
history. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Apply for a Vacation Loan!
You deserve a break. Get your dream summer  
vacation with Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union’s  
Vacation Loans!

     • Maximum amount $3,000
     • Payments as low as $265/month*

     • Maximum term 12 months
     • Rates as low as 7.45%

The perfect summer getaway awaits...

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  
718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

‘Captain America’ 
statue for P’Park

BROOKLYN BOUND: (Above) 
Marvel comic hero Captain 
America is in the midst of 
a controversial story arc in 
which the usually patriotic icon 
has joined Nazi party offshoot 
Hydra. (Right) The company 
recently announced a 13-foot-
tall bronze statue of the Cap 
is coming to Prospect Park on 
Aug. 10. Marval Comics
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
And these big names were just 
the opening act.

Mayor DeBlasio, former beep 
Marty Markowitz, and Brooklyn 
pols cut the ribbon on Coney Is-
land’s new 5,000-seat Ford Am-
phitheater at the newly renovated 
Childs Restaurant building on 
June 29 — just in time for a major 
concert series over Fourth of July 
weekend. 

The opening struck a chord 
with Markowitz, who  proposed 
converting the landmark into a 
bandshell in 2013  after he tried 
and failed to  create one at nearby 
Asser Levy Park  back in 2009.

“It was a long road to achiev-
ing this, and like most everything 
else you have to crawl and beg to 
do good, it sounds crazy but that’s 
how it is here, and I crawled and 
begged for this,” he said. “This is 
a really positive page turning for 
Coney Island and Brooklyn and 
New York City — and it will be for 
many years to come.”

Live Nation is handling book-
ing and has more than 40 concerts 
lined up — including the Beach 
Boys (sans Brian Wilson and two 
other founders) who played on 
July 4,  Boston (well most of Bos-
ton) on Aug. 10 , and  Counting 
Crows on Aug. 16  — in addition to 
sports events, comedy shows, and 
cultural festivals, offi cials said.

Three summer concerts will 
be completely free, and operators 
have set aside 1,000 free tickets 
for three other shows, offi cials 
said.

The music hall — which will 
employ 182 Brooklynites includ-

ing 42 Coney Islanders — is the 
latest movement in a decade-old, 
city-orchestrated push to  revi-
talize the amusement district  
through new housing, retail, and 
fun-park construction, DeBlasio 
said.

“The opening of this world-
class amphitheater is just the 
latest milestone in our ongoing 
commitment to a thriving Coney 
Island, with new affordable hous-
ing, open space, and even more 
good jobs on the way,” he said.

Markowitz had tickets for the 
Sting and Peter Gabriel concert 
on July 3, and he is eying tickets 
for Don Henley in September. And 
the borough booster is particu-
larly excited about the erstwhile 
Police bassist — Markowitz tried 

several times to hire Sting for his 
free summer concert series, but 
could never afford him, he said.

Some fear the new attraction 
will  bring even more traffi c to the 
summer destination , and a few 
lamented the project because the 
city  leveled a long-standing com-
munity garden  to build the seat-
ing area.

But many area leaders have 
 lauded the concert hall  as a good 
addition. 

The amphitheater’s construc-
tion  hit frequent snags  while 
workers scrambled to complete it 
by late June, and the city did not 
issue the building a certifi cate of 
occupancy until two days after 
the fi rst show on June 25, city re-
cords show.

JUST IN TIME: Mayor DeBlasio helped cut the ribbon at the recently renamed Ford Amphitheater in Coney Island on June 
29 — the venue opened just in time for a series of major shows during Fourth of July weekend. Photo by Louise Wateridge

BY MAX JAEGER
Don’t call it “pay-to-play” 
politics.

Coney Island’s once-
free Seaside Concert Se-
ries will now cost you — 
because private sponsors 
are scared to give money 
to non-profits amid ongo-
ing government corruption 
probes, Borough President 
Adams said. 

“When we call up these 
corporate entities and say, 
‘Listen, we want these free 
concerts for the residents of 
Coney Island and Flatbush,’ 
they have already read sto-
ries and say, ‘We don’t want 
to donate to those anymore,’ ” 
Borough President Adams 
told this paper.

For more than 30 years, 
the non-profit Seaside Sum-
mer Concert Series Inc. has 
brought about a half-dozen 
free shows a season to the 
People’s Playground. But this 
time, only three will be gratis 
— and three others will cost 
upwards of $25.

The 5,000-seat venue will 
give away 1,000 free tickets 
for each of the three paid 
shows, but anyone hoping to 
snag a pass will have to line 
up on the Boardwalk at noon 
two days before the concerts 
— often on weekdays.

Adams’s admission comes 
as  investigators probe Mayor 
DeBlasio’s now-defunct Cam-
paign for One New York , 
which took sizable donations 
from groups that do business 
with the city and which are 
not subject to campaign fi-
nance laws.

Donors who are under 
scrutiny for giving to DeBla-
sio’s fund also  kicked cash 
to Adams’s non-profit One 
Brooklyn Fund , according to 
the Post. But the Beep uses 
his fund largely for programs 
directly benefitting the pub-
lic — DeBlasio’s was used 
for lobbying, the Post report 
notes.

Adams blamed overzeal-
ous good-government groups 
for creating a chilling af-
fect among sponsors, but one 
watchdog said we wouldn’t be 
in this mess without pay-to-
play-politics.

“It has nothing to do with 
good-government groups,” 

said Dick Dadey, executive di-
rector of Citizens Union. “It 
has to do with these non-prof-
its being linked to elected of-
ficials making decisions that 
affect business interest of 
contributors.”

But sponsors’ hesitation 
has hurt Adams’s ability to 
host meaningful program-
ming, he said.

“We use this money for 
anti-violence programs and 
financial literacy, but there 
has been a major pull-away,” 
he said.

Marty Markowitz created 
the 36-years-and-running con-
cert series and was a staunch 
fund-raiser as state senator 
and borough president.

Adams has kicked in some 
money this year, but prefers 
to use his discretionary bud-
get elsewhere and leave the 
concerts’ fund-raising up to 
the non-profit that runs it, he 
said.

“I’m the host, and we use 
part of our discretionary 
money to help, but I’m not 
gonna take all of my discre-
tionary money that I need to 
use for other important enti-
ties and put it into that con-
cert,” he said, adding that he 
has also funded other con-
certs across Brooklyn, in-
cluding a series at Kingsbor-
ough Community College this 
summer.

Unsound check

CHILLING EFFECT: Borough Presi-
dent Adams says investors are wary 
of giving money to city-affi liated 
non-profi ts. 
 File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Theater’s overture
Pols open Coney Island’s new concert venue

PLENTY OF ROOM: The 5,000-seat Ford Amphitheater built partially into the 
landmarked Childs Restaurant building on the Boardwalk is open for business.
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

Beep: ‘Free’ show sponsors fear non-profi ts 
amid citywide corruption probes
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HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
provides families with a sacred and permanent caring place 

for the cremated body of a loved one.

NYP 7/10/16

Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting one of our counselors.
www.ccbklyn.org

I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
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Over 150 years cemetery experience.

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They are in deep, and the city is 
letting them drown. 

Georgetown residents are 
demanding the city fi nally fi x 
massive puddles that are fi ll-
ing neighborhood streets. Wa-
ter fl oods street depressions in 
the nabe — bounded by Bergen, 
Ralph, and Veterans avenues — 
after even light rain, and stays 
there for days. But simply fi ll-
ing the holes will not fi x the 
issue, and the city must either 
totally rebuild the street or in-
stall deep-channeled gutters to 
direct pond water into catch ba-
sins, according to a local pol.

“Repaving doesn’t solve 
the problem, it makes it worse 
cause they’re not changing 
the engineering of the street,” 
said Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D–Marine Park). “The only 
solution is to re-engineer, re-
construct, or put a channel 
in, about 2–3 inches wide for 
the catch basin. My solution is 

much simpler and cheaper.”
Puddles are breeding 

grounds for mosquitoes, and 
residents are raising the alarm 
as the city announced it has dis-

covered more than 230 cases of 
Zika virus in the fi ve boroughs. 
The victims caught the disease, 
which can cause birth defects 
in fetuses, outside the city, but 

city mosquitoes can become 
carriers by biting an infected 
person, health department of-
fi cials said.

Streets are prone to sinking, 
because the area is built atop 
marshland, one local leader 
said.

“Georgetown is a wonderful 
neighborhood with a lot to of-
fer. Unfortunately it was built 
on landfi ll, which is starting to 
take its toll on the streets,” said 
Susan Diamond of the George-
towne Civic Group. “The way 
the streets settled  — it’s caus-
ing ponding, and cracking of 
the asphalt, and it’s unsafe for 
cars and pedestrians.”

The Department of Trans-
portation inspected the area 
last October and recommended 
resurfacing, according to an 
agency spokeswoman. But that 
won’t be happening any time 
soon — the city has no plans to 
repave Georgetown, according 
to paving schedules.

The great depressions

LAKE GEORGETOWN: Residents of the Southern Brooklyn neighborhood 
say that rainwater accumulates in driveway entrances on E. 72nd Street af-
ter any storm. The issue has existed for years, but residents say the city has 
ignored the area. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Georgetowners: ‘Sinkholes are fl ooding our neighborhood’

IT NEVER ENDS: Brooklynites still strug-
gling to rebuild four years after Hurricane 
Sandy are now being targeted by scammers, 
city offi cials are warning. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

program honcho 
said.

“Build It Back 
and the Depart-
ment of Investi-
gation work to-
gether to combat 
fraud targeting 
our homeown-
ers,” said Amy Pe-
terson. “The city 
takes these issues 
very seriously.”

If homeown-
ers suspect sus-
picious activity, 
they should re-
port it directly 
to the New York 
City Depart-
ment of Inves-
tigation’s Hur-
ricane Sandy 
Recovery Fraud 
Hotline at (212) 
825–5959.

BUILD IT BACK
Continued from page 1
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BY RUTH BROWN
State park honchos want 
Williamsburg dog owners 
to get their s--- together. 

The offi cials are asking 
users of the new dog run 
in East River State Park 
to ditch plastic poop bags 
and instead shovel their 
hounds’ excrement into a 
compost bin to become fer-
tilizer for the park’s plants 
— and they say the area’s 
open-minded residents are 
enthusiastic about taking 
the fecal matter into their 
own hands.

“People in the neigh-
borhood were really recep-
tive,” said Leslie Wright, 
the regional director of 
state parks in New York 
City, who cut the ribbon on 
the new pooch playground 
on Thursday. “It’s a really 
savvy, really progressive 
community.”

The canine-crap com-
posting system is the fi rst 
of its kind in any New 
York public park, accord-
ing to Wright, but was in-
spired by similar setups 
in parks in Alaska and 
Canada — and many peo-
ple are already doing it at 
home in their backyards, 
she said.

Instead of collecting 
their pets’ poop into plastic 
bags, park-goers use pro-
vided scoops or biodegrad-
able paper bags to collect 
the offending ordure, and 
deposit it into one large 
bucket.

Park workers will pe-
riodically add untreated 
sawdust to the turd recep-
tacle — housed inside a 
tasteful cedar box — which 
creates a chemical reaction 
that kills the doggie dung’s 
odor and helps it degrade, 
according to Wright. 

They will also empty 
the bin when it gets too full, 
moving the mix to a sepa-
rate container to “cure and 
cook” before they spread 
it on gardens elsewhere in 
the park, she said.

Visitors will still have 
the number two option of us-
ing plastic bags and throw-
ing it away separately as 
they normally do, but early 
users say they’re on board 
with the new movement — 

both to save the planet and 
to save money on bags.

“It might take a little 
bit of getting used to, but I 
think people will use the 
pooper scooper,” said Wil-
liamsburger Lica Rodri-
guez, who came to the run’s 
opening with husband 
Juan and their dog Gemma, 
and had a chance to test out 
the new doodie dumpster. 
“It’s less money on the dog 
owner, it’s less bags.”

In addition to the refuse 
recycling system, the new 
dog run also has two auto-
matic water fountains for 
pups to drink from, climb-
ing rocks, shaded seating 
for owners, and separate 
play areas for big and small 
pooches.

Residents in the boom-
ing,  park-starved  neigh-
borhood have been push-
ing for the new off-leash 
space for years, after be-
coming fed up with the in-
creasingly overcrowded 
conditions at McCarren 
Park’s run.

Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Williamsburg) 
earmarked $450,000  from 
his coffers for the project 
back in 2013  and Albany 

agreed to kick in $250,000, 
but  the project hit a snag 
last year when offi cials 
realized dogs aren’t actu-
ally allowed in state parks . 
They eventually compro-
mised by placing the en-
trance in neighboring city-
run Bushwick Inlet Park.

Rodriguez says the fi -
nal result is smaller than 
McCarren’s — and it will 
probably be a year before 
the surrounding vegeta-
tion grows to provide more 
shade and sound protection 
— but it is still a very wel-
come addition for dog own-
ers like herself who live in 
one of the many new water-
front apartment and condo 
buildings nearby.

“It’s certainly large 
enough for these apart-
ment dogs,” she said. “It’s 
more for the dogs to stretch 
their legs and enjoy social 
time with other dogs in a 
safe environment.”

Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

PRIZED POOP: (Above) A tiny 
dog wearing an even tinier bow 
gets in on the action as offi cials 
cut the ribbon on the new East 
River State Park dog run. (Right) 
The new pooch-poop compost-
ing system comes with instruc-
tions for the environmentally 
conscious canine owner. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

New dog run to compost pooch poop

What the deuce?
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Talk about relief pitchers!

A local do-gooder is 
looking for cancer sur-
vivors to throw out the 
first pitch at a July 16 Cy-
clones game to help him 
raise money to fight the 
disease. Twenty-seven 
survivors hurled the ball 
over home plate during 
last year’s Relay for Life 
game, and the organizer 
wants a bullpen of no less 

than 50 this year to in-
spire hope and motivate 
onlookers, he said. 

“It’s spreading aware-
ness, but showing us that 
they don’t sit back and let 
cancer control their lives,” 
said Joe Gillette. “It was a 
very moving moment both 
visually and spiritually. 
This year, I want to get 
more survivors to be part 
of the ceremony.”

Enduring aces will get 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

area outside his mauso-
leum. We have all sorts of 
unusual acts for an eve-
ning of performances and 
19th-century showman-
ship.”

Niblo had the mauso-
leum built right next to a 
pond, making it the per-
fect spot for people to lay 
out a blanket and snack 
on food from the 1800s, 
said Alpert. 

“Hundreds of peo-
ple come, it’s a very big 
event,” she said. “Some 
bring 19th-century pic-
nics — people go online 
and see what things peo-
ple were eating so they 
can channel the whole 
vintage experience. They 
put out their blankets all 
around the pond, and sev-
eral acts take place in the 
water.” 

The historical eve-
ning’s entertainment 
is provided by Brook-
lyn’s Bindlestiff Family 
Cirkus, which will trans-
port its fi re-breathing 
experts, balloonists, and 
jugglers from the circus 
ring to Niblo’s graveside, 
along with some other 
Victorian entertain-
ments, said the group’s 
founder.

“I will be riding a pen-
nyfarthing bike — big 
wheel in the front, little 
in the back,” said Keith 
Nelson. “I will be eating 
fi re and spitting fi re, and 

may be doing some jug-
gling.” 

The circus group will 
also invite visitors to play 
19th-century games such 
as Graces, which involves 
two people tossing a ring 
back and forth using hand 
sticks, and Shuttlecock, 
which is similar to bad-
minton. All of the games, 
performances, and fi re 
breathing take place at 
the foot of the pond, cre-
ating a picturesque eve-
ning, said Nelson.  

“It creates this beauti-
ful picture with fi re and 
candles and light in this 
graveyard and people in 
pageantry,” he said. 

People do not spend 
time in cemeteries the 
way they used to — so 
this is a rare opportu-
nity to experience the en-
tertainments of old New 
York City with a beautiful 
backdrop, said Nelson. 

“Green-Wood is this re-
ally kind of special place, 
back to an era when grave-
yards were open space for 
people to be in,” he said. 
“To be able to be some-
where and be surrounded 
by rolling hills and a deep 
history of the city — just 
to be in the middle of 
nature in the middle of 
Brooklyn, for me, it’s ex-
tremely special.”

“A Night at Niblo’s 
Garden” at Green-Wood 
Cemetery [500 25th St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Green-
wood Heights, (718) 210–
3080, www.green-wood.
com] July 16 at 7 pm. $37. 

JAMMIN’ GRAVESIDE: Green-Wood Cemetery is hosting its 
fourth “A Night at Niblo’s Garden” on July 16 with music and 
entertainment.  Maike Schulz

Continued from page 1 

CEMETERY

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
It is going to be a bloody 
good time.

A campy mash-up of 
slasher fi lms and 1960s 
beach movies will make a 
splash in Park Slope this 
month. The Piper Theatre’s 
free outdoor production of 
“Psycho Beach Party,” open-
ing at the Old Stone House 
on July 14, has a frothy 
blend of genres that is shore 
to draw in audiences of all 
stripes, say organizers. 

“This is very ironic, 
sarcastic takeoff on the ’60s 
beach fi lms with a little 
camp horror thrown in — 
and it’s a little sexy,” said 
Kim Maier, executive di-
rector of Old Stone House. 
“It’s very funny — more 
funny than horror.”

The play follows Flor-
ence “Chicklet” Forrest, 
a teenage girl desperately 
trying to fi t in with the pop-

ular surfer crowd of Mal-
ibu. But she has multiple 
personalities, and worries 
that one of her alter-egos 

might be responsible for 
the bodies that start piling 
up on the beach. 

Even those who have 

seen the play before — or 
the 2000 fi lm version — will 
be surprised by the ending 
of the play, Maier said. Play-
wright Charles Busch, who 
also wrote “Die, Mommie 
Die!” and “Vampire Lesbi-
ans of Sodom,” made some 
changes to the script for this 
fi rst outdoor production of 
“Psycho Beach Party.”

“The show is all about 
drawing out the suspense 
and never knowing what 
will happen next,” said 
Maier. “It’s the original 
play with some updates 
from the playwright him-
self — he made updates to 
his script for this show.”

This is Piper Theatre’s 
12th summer performing 
at Old Stone House. The 
outdoor shows usually 
draw about 400 people, who 
spread out blankets and 
chairs in front of the stage, 

GET THE POINT?: A potentially murderous mother, played by drag 
artist Sam Given, right, threatens her daughter’s love interests in 
“Psycho Beach Party,” opening July 14 in Park Slope. Lisa Pines

‘Psycho Beach Party’ opening soon in Park Slope

Hack and splash

Group seeks cancer survivors 
to throw opener at Clones game

THIS COULD BE YOU!: Relay 
for Life organizers are offering 
free Clones tickets to any can-
cer suvivors who throw out a 
fi rst pitch at the July 16 game.

Continued on page 8

Here’s their pitch!

a free ticket to the game 
if they step up to the 
mound, said Gillette, who 
hopes the ceremony will 
show the breadth of peo-

ple that cancer aff licts.
Gillette’s Relay for 

Life for Brooklyn team 
reserved 1,000 bleacher 
seats for the game — he’s 
selling them for $10 a pop, 
and the Clones are letting 
his fund-raising group 
keep half the money.

Plus Gillette —  known 
as “Zumba Daddy” for 
throwing mass classes for 
the Latin fitness craze  — 
has organized a free, on-
field exercise before the 6 
pm game.

Relay for Life Day at 
MCU Park (1904 Surf Ave. 
in Coney Island). July 16 
at 4 pm. $10. Contact or-
ganizer Joe Gillette at 
jowegee1@msn.com or 
(646) 894–3568. 
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 

400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 

neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-

tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 

estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 

operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 

are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 

the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 

saving thousands of Americans suffering from 

chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 

pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 

notice an unexpected result of space travel: 

Astronauts that left with back pain would come 

back without it. After investigated this now 

phenomenon here’s what they found: During 

the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 

decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 

travel through space, the effects of gravity are 

removed and you are in a weightless state. All 

the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 

Even better — and this is the key — a negative 

pressure is created. This negative pressure 

actually sucks the herniated material back into 

the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 

a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-

umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 

herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-

ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 

and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 

FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 

an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 

Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 

York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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making a full evening of 
the event, said Maier. 

“People can their bring 
picnic and blanket and en-
joy the bay breeze. It’s a 
very chill scene,” she said. 

 The productions are al-
ways free, in a bid to make 
going to shows more attrac-

tive than many  
“We think about what is 

and what’s not accessible for 
theater in New York City,” 
said Maier. “There was a 
time where it cost $75 to see 
a play in Manhattan — that’s 
not accessible at all.” 

Those who attend the 
show will be able enjoy a 
beachy atmosphere. The 
only thing that will be ab-
sent is the beach itself.

“We have a fantastic, 
immersive stage setup — 
waves, seagulls, canvas, 
beach surf scene, conces-
sion stand,” said Maier. 
“Everything but sand.”

“Psycho Beach Party” 
at the Old Stone House [336 
Third St., between Fourth 
and Fifth Avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195, www.
oldstonehouse.com]. July 
14–16, 21–23 at 8 pm. Free.

Street to Brighton 15th 
Street — and it’s up to the 
police department’s Harbor 
Patrol Unit to enforce those 
rules and issue the $50 fi ne, 
a spokeswoman said.

But littoral law enforce-
ment is lax at best, accord-
ing to natators who claim 
they rarely see police off 
the shore.

“The reality is they 
should be patrolling it very 
frequently, and they are not 
— not enough,” said avid 
swimmer Mark Heller. 
“And I think if they were 
patrolling more frequently 
that itself would be a good 
shield — it’s the presence.”

Swimmers who try to 
warn the scoffl aw seamen 
to back off are met with 

a salty salute, another 
bather said.

“I was swimming along 
with a friend, and a jet ski 
came right between us — 
we were very close to the 
jetty — and she said to 
him, ‘You’re in way too 
far,’ and he just gave her 
the fi nger and took off,” 
said Goldsmith.

If police won’t enforce 
the rules, then the Parks 
Department should at 
least drop buoys to let 
riders know off-limits ar-
eas — something it did 
in years past, according 
to another seafarer who 
said the floating markers 
were enough to keep her 
at bay.

“I was a prominent jet 
skier, I obeyed the regu-
lations,” said swimmer 
Lesa Fishman. “There 
used to be a white buoy 

f loating clearly, and if 
we dared to go inside, we 
would get pulled over by 
the marine police, and we 
would be fined. I never 
ever came inside those 
zones.”

But the Parks Depart-
ment won’t even go that 
far, because buoys actu-
ally endanger weak swim-
mers by enticing them to 
paddle out too far, said a 
spokeswoman. 

“Parks does not install 
lines or buoys to delineate 
boundaries for jet skis, as 
they tempt swimmers to 
swim beyond their limits 
and end up in distress,” 
she said.

The Parks Department 
could not provide any stud-
ies citing this trend, and 
the New York City Harbor 
Unit did not return a re-
quest for comment.

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

way back to shore, emerging 
with no visible mutations, 
Bisi said.

The federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
strongly recommends 
against touching the canal’s 
waters, which fl ood with 
poop from the nearby sewer 
system every time it rains, 
and are riddled with e. coli 
and  gonorrhea . 

The waterway  is also 
fi lled with toxic waste and 
heavy metals  that amassed 
in its days as an industrial 
dumping ground, and the 
carcasses of the many un-
fortunate animals who have 
met their untimely end in 
Brooklyn’s Nautical Purga-
tory — including a dolphin, 
a baby whale, and several 
adorable goslings.

 Daredevil activist Chris-
topher Swain famously 
swam the stretch last year  to 
raise awareness about how 

gross the water is, but even 
he wore a hazardous-mate-
rials suit and periodically 
gargled with hydrogen per-
oxide. 

Conditions last Satur-
day would have been espe-
cially disgusting thanks 
for a rainstorm the prior 
evening, according to local 
experts.

“There was probably 
some sewage overfl ow in the 
canal,” said Andrea Parker, 
who is the executive director 
of waterway steward group 
the Gowanus Canal Con-

servancy. “It seems pretty 
gross.” 

Bisi said this is the fi rst 
time he has ever spotted a 
human swimming in the wa-
terway in the 37 years that 
he’s lived in the neighbor-
hood — but also noted that it 
is easier to access than in ar-
ea’s grittier days, when the 
canal was fenced off from 
the public.

“The canal is more ac-
cessible to a stunt like this 
now,” he said. “In the past, 
they would have had to go 
through fences.”

GREAT ESCAPE: The mystery man exits Brooklyn’s Nautical Purga-
tory.  Martin Bisi

Continued from page 1 

GOWANUS

JET SKIS
Continued from page 1

PSYCHO
Continued from page 6
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CATERERS

Offering dinner, cocktail 
and buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

BY LAUREN GILL
The decaying Brooklyn 
Heights portion of the 
Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway is too crummy 
to qualify for state funds, 
city officials say.

Gov. Cuomo is using a 
byzantine rule that leaves 
him off the hook for fix-
ing highways that don’t 
meet specific standards 
to avoid paying his share 
of the crumbling Prome-
nade’s $1.7-billion recon-
struction — forcing the 
city and Feds to clean up 
a mess Albany created in 
the first place, the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation’s head honcho told 
residents at a community 
meeting last Wednesday 
night. 

“It’s a horrible, crappy 
roadway, I wish it had 
never been built, I wish 
we had never inherited 
it, frankly, and I wish the 

state when they started 
the project they had stuck 
with it,” said Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg. 
“Unfortunately my wishes 
have not come true.”

Albany only has to 
cough up money to fix a 
highway if it meets spe-
cific federal standards 
that include 12-foot lanes, 
a 3-foot shoulder on one 
side, and a 10-foot shoul-
der on the other. But the 
so-called triple cantilever 
bridge only has 11-foot 
lanes with no shoulders, 
city officials said.

Still, the state tradi-
tionally kicks in around a 
third of the cash for high-
way projects — and was 
even planning to do so 
for the cantilever years 
ago,  before abruptly pull-
ing its contribution along 
with the Feds in 2011 , 
deeming the whole thing 
too costly. 

Now the U.S. govern-
ment is back on board — 
though won’t say exactly 
how much it is pitching in 
— and locals say Cuomo 
should do the right thing 
and join in.

“I think this is an ab-
solute outrage, I feel 
like this really should 
be a state project,” said 
Boerum Hill resident Bill 
Harris. “We were dumped 
by the state, they picked 
up their tents and left in 
the middle of the night.” 

There is another way 
the state can contribute 
— by approving legisla-
tion to allow a faster con-
struction method called 
“design-build,” so a single 
contractor can both plan 
and execute the project. 

Lawmakers did not 
pass the bill by the end 
of this year’s session, 
but Assemblywoman Jo 
Anne Simon (D–Brook-

lyn Heights) said she and 
state Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron (D–Brooklyn Heights) 
will continue to push it 

next year. 
But some residents said 

they didn’t want to see the 
highway fixed — they’d 

rather the city knock it 
down and dig a tunnel. 
City reps said that would 
cost too much.

The cold shoulder!

BQ-EEK!: The Brooklyn–Queens Expressway is a “horrible, crappy roadway” says city transportation 
honcho Polly Trottenberg. Evan Gardner

City: State won’t fi x its own crummy BQE
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s crunch time!

A Park Slope archi-
tect is building futuristic 
cricket farms in the Navy 
Yard that he says are the 
world’s fi rst germ-free 
way to breed the bugs on 
a large scale — and he’s 
hoping Brooklyn chefs 
will turn the high-protein 
insect into the borough’s 
next food fad now they’re 
able to get their hands on 
a clean, free-range, local 
variety.

“The farm will be the 
Mack Daddy of cricket-
growing processes — it’s a 
super-sanitary way to har-
vest crickets locally,” said 
Mitchell Joachim, the co-
president of architecture 
fi rm Terreform One, which 
has in the past dreamed up 
 fl oating gyms  and  a hydro-
gen peroxide-powered jet-
pack .

The inventor originally 
designed his farm as a sim-

ilar fl ight of fancy — an 
igloo-esque survival shel-
ter composed of 224 inter-
connected plastic cricket 
houses inside which hu-
mans could both huddle up 
and chow down after a di-
saster — but says he soon 
realized that there was a 

real market for his cre-
ation.

Many people around the 
world are starving, while 
the rest of the human race 
is scarfi ng down meat at an 
unsustainable rate — and 
the solution to both issues, 
he says, is for everyone to 
eat more bugs. 

“We can’t go on eating 
steak and the amount of 
livestock we do,” he said. 
“The key to solving hunger 
is through insect protein 
being a much more inte-
grated part of our diet.” 

Joachim says the nim-
ble arthropods taste like 
fi gs or nuts, depending on 
how they’re processed — 
and you can change their 
fl avor by feeding them or-
ange or lemon peel. 

Many cricket-eating 
cultures down the bugs 
whole, but Joachim ex-
pects local cooks to grind 
them into fl our and incor-
porate the grist into choco-

lates or breads.
“It gives a new meaning 

to the term ‘everything ba-
gel,’ ” he said. 

The company is also em-
ploying a chef to come up 
with new recipes to dem-
onstrate the bugs’ versatil-
ity, he said.

Joachim’s factory can 
breed up to 50,000 of the 
creepy-crawlies in a week, 
though he is selling the in-
dividual pods — which can 
each hold 200 crickets — 
for $80 a pop.

He believes there is huge 
market for the farms in 
Silicon Valley, where bug-
breeders currently harvest 
crickets using home-made 
Tupperware systems — but 
he think Kings County is 
the place that will really 
hop on board the cricket 
cuisine movement, because 
people here are open- and 
eco-minded enough to em-
brace it as the food source 
of the future.

“If there ever was a 
chance for Utopia on Earth, 
that would be Brooklyn,” 
he said.

And he isn’t the only 

one who thinks so —  a 
Williamsburg company 
called Exo has been sell-
ing ground-up crickets in 
health-food bars for years .

Dining on chirps and dip 

A BUG’S LIFE: Joachim’s farms 
are a germ-free way to culti-
vate the food of the future, he 
says. Terreform One

DINING IN: Architect Mitchell Joachim’s cricket bunker offers shel-
ter in an emergency — with a living pantry. Terreform One

Sloper creates futuristic ‘free-range’ cricket farms
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