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BY JULIANNE CUBA
He’s ripe with stories.

A 92-year-old Brooklyn 
native has seen it all from 
his family’s fruit shop on 
Flatbush Avenue. Veteran 
produce-seller John Cortese 
began working at Golden 
Gate Fancy Fruits and Veg-
etables when the Dodgers 
still played at Ebbets Field 

and Floyd Bennett Field 
was still a municipal air-
port. But by 2016, not much 
has changed in the shop, 
which sold its fi rst peach be-
fore the outbreak of World 
War II, the owner said.

“You just walked into 
1939,” he told a reporter.

An analog scale waits 
for loads of apples and ba-

nanas, songs from the 
American song book issue 
from a turntable, and a ro-
tary-style phone still rings 
when customers call (ES-
planade–7–2581, according 
to the store’s marquee).

Cortese’s parents 
opened the shop, and the 
apple did not fall far from 

BY LAUREN GILL
Slow your roll!

The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority must scrap its 
planned express F-train service 
and work with straphangers to 
come up with a new scheme that 
also boosts service at local stops, 
thousands of residents are de-
manding  in a new petition .

“We refuse to accept the MTA’s 
current proposal as a done deal,” 
reads the petition, which was fi rst 
started by Carroll Gardens resi-
dent Erin Lippincott, then adopted 
by Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Park Slope). It has amassed 2,700 
signatures in just a few days.

“We urge the MTA to not imple-
ment F express service until a new 
plan to improve service on the F 
line for all riders, at local and ex-
press stops, has been thoroughly 
vetted by the community,” it con-
tinues.

 Brownstone Brooklynites were 
incensed when  the transit agency 
released  a report  in May recom-
mending half of rush-hour trains 
speed past six stations between 
Downtown and Kensington dur-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The way is paved for chain 
stores.

Landlords along a 
boarded-up section of 
Sheepshead Bay Road 
are intentionally keeping 
storefronts empty while 
they wait for big-name re-
tailers to come knocking, 
a real estate watcher said. 

The area is in the midst of 
a massive residential devel-
opment boom that includes 
a  28-story condo on nearby 
Voorhies Avenue , and it’s 
only a matter of time before 
nationally known coffee 
houses and faux-Mexican 
joints move in, an expert 
said.

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Artist changes 
face of bills

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Greenbacks are getting more col-
orful!

A Bushwick artist who paints 
pop culture fi gures on dollar bills 
will display her money master-
pieces at a Boerum Hill art show 
opening on July 15. She says that 
inserting black and Latino fi g-
ures on her cash is a way to repre-
sent people of color in a place pre-
viously reserved for white men. 

“It felt almost empowering to 
put someone of color on a bill and 
bring so much attention to that 
person, it becomes something 
different,” said Danielle DeJesus. 
“It’s empowering — it feels like 
you’re taking away the power 
from something that kind of con-
trols the world.”

DeJesus started her project af-
ter seeing the Broadway musical 
“Hamilton,” which casts people 
of color as the country’s found-
ing fathers. Smitten by the show, 
she painted its writer and lead 
actor, Lin-Manuel Miranda, over 
Alexander Hamilton’s face on the 

Continued on page 6

LOVE IS LOVE: Danielle DeJesus (inset) painted transgender actress Laverne Cox on a dollar bill. Cox shared the image 
on her Instagram page, exposing DeJesus’s work to millions of her followers.  Danielle DeJesus

YOUNG AT HEART: Shop 
owner John Cortese still 
mans the market at age 92. 

COLOR OF MONEYFighting 
F express 
service

Old-school stand survivesS’head Bay Rd. ruins
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones. 

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.  

TUES. JULY 26th   

BROOKLYN- 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY 
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 

Buckley’s 
2926 Avenue S 

MON. JULY 25th  

BROOKLYN- 
BAY RIDGE 

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 
The Greenhouse Café 

7717 Third Avenue 
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BY LAUREN GILL
This is not how you rock the vote.

Someone hurled a rock through 
a Gowanus family’s door after 
it put signs up supporting presi-
dential candidate Donald Trump, 
leaving the  household patriarch 
steaming about the struggles 
of supporting the conservative 
cause in a largely liberal neigh-
borhood. 

“I was angry, that’s for sure,” 
said Joshua Ramos, who lives on 
11th Street between Third and 
Fourth avenues with his two 
young kids. “It’s not fair, you can’t 
put anything up for Trump.” 

Ramos said the vandal pitched 
the projectile through the glass 
of his front door while he and his 
family were asleep on the night of 
June 24, then tore one of his three 
Trump signs in half. 

The registered Republican 
claims he will have to dish out 
$2,400 to repair the door, but 
is mostly peeved that the rock-
thrower put his tots in danger. 

“There’s people who don’t even 
realize there’s two children in the 
house,” he said. “How could they 
even do something like this? It’s 
disgraceful.”

He won’t be displaying any 
more banners for the Donald out 
of fear for his youngsters’ safety, 
he said.

Ramos says he reported the 
vandalism to the police, but they 

haven’t had any luck tracking 
down the perpetrator so far. The 
cops are also not investigating 
the attack as a hate crime, despite 
Ramos’s best efforts to convince 
them otherwise. 

He doesn’t think any of the 
people who live on his street are 
responsible — they’re all friendly, 
he says — but rather that it was a 
drunk radical from elsewhere in 
the neighborhood.

“You know there’s lots of lib-
eral people around here — they 
got drunk and did what they had 
to do,” he said. “I’ve got my [U.S.] 
fl ag up — I’m surprised they 
didn’t tear it down or burn it.”

Ramos says he has been fol-
lowing Trump since the 1980s and 
has backed the businessman’s 
presidential bid from day one — 
he is worried about terrorist at-
tacks, and likes Trump’s immi-
gration policies and the fact that 
he is not a career politician.

“I can’t even take my kids any-
where, I’m constantly looking 
around,” he said. “It’s just like liv-
ing in a different world, there’s no 
jobs, it’s corrupt. I think we need 
to get someone in there who isn’t 
a politician that can’t be bought.” 

But even with his steadfast sup-
port, Ramos said it is diffi cult to 
discuss his political views openly 
in the left-leaning neighborhood 
— in his three-block electoral dis-
trict alone, 204 people voted in 
this year’s Democratic primary, 
while just eight cast a ballot in 
the Republican race.

“You can’t even talk about it, 
people look at you like you’re an 
alien,” he said. 

FED UP: Gowanus resident Joshua Ramos proudly displayed his pro-Trump signs outside his home until a vandal threw a rock 
through his door.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY COLIN MIXSON
Well, this is one way to take big 
money out of politics. 

The proprietor of a Park Slope 
home-goods store is selling a line 
of T-shirts supporting Hillary 
Clinton, kicking in $1 from the 
sale of each $28 tee to the pre-
sumptive Democratic presiden-
tial candidate’s campaign. 

The Fifth Avenue fashioni-
sta acknowledges supporters 
could take more of their money 
directly to the candidate’s own 
merchandise store, but says the 
presidential hopeful’s clothing 
range isn’t as stylish as hers.

“They’re very attractive 
shirts and the designs are very 
simple and a lot of political T-
shirts are just unattractive or 
look like an athletic jersey as op-
posed to something fashion con-
scious,” said Susie Kurkowski, 
a six-year Park Slope resident 
and owner of Items of Inter-
est between Bergen Street and 
St. Marks Avenue. “Customers 
who have come into the store 
have said, ‘we really don’t like 
those designs.’ They’re just not 
resonating with them.”

Kurkowski says she de-
signed her line of tees in the 
days leading up to the New 
York Democratic Primary in 
April, largely in response to all 
the Sen. Bernie Sanders (I–Ver-
mont) mania that was sweep-
ing the borough. 

“I didn’t think Bernie was 
going to win in New York, but 
there was so much Bernie hype 
that I though I better do some-
thing,” she said.

In order to take the Ver-
mont socialist down a notch, 
Kurkowski printed out 30 shirts 
with slogans including the pe-
rennial favorite “Hill Yeah!” 
“Hilladeplphia,” and “Vote for 
the Girl,” a phrase she penned 
with her new product in mind.

That limited fi rst run sold 
out in three days, and Items of 
Interest has since hawked more 
than 300 of the shirts, and has a 
whopping 750 more coming, ac-
cording to Kurkowski.

In addition to tees, she is of-
fering tank tops, tank dresses, 
and even “Vote for the Girl” 
onesies for babies and tutu 
shirts for politically active tod-
dlers.

The proprietor says she’s 

proud to be doing her part 
to send Clinton to the White 
House, but she’s optimistic 
other female political candi-
dates will use her tees to get an 
edge on their male opponents.

Kurkowski plans on mar-
keting them to people running 
political fund-raisers, with the 
option to have the name of in-
terested organizations and can-
didates printed alongside the 
catchy slogans.

“I want people to feel they 
can use the shirt for their 
fund-raising as well,” said 
Kurkowski. “ ‘Vote for the girl’ 
could be used for other female 
candidates.”

And if Clinton wanted to 
take advantage of Kurkowski’s 
dapper duds ads, she’s welcome 
to them.

“I think ‘vote for the girl’ is 
a perfect message, and if she 
wants to put it on her store I’d 
be happy to do that,” she said. 

Park Slope is a stronghold 
of support for the former sec-
retary of state, according to 
campaign data — 10,158 resi-
dents turned out to vote for her 
in April’s Democratic primary, 
versus 7,502 for Sanders. 

And residents of the 11215 
have contributed $370,303 di-
rectly to Clinton’s campaign, 
while only one person in the en-
tire zip code has given any cash 
to The Donald — $204.

Items of Interest [60 Fifth Ave. 
between Bergen Street and St. 
Marks Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 404–9185, www.itemsofi n-
terest.com].

Slope designer: 
My Hillary tees 

better than hers!

HEADING FOR THE HILL: Susie 
Kurkowski with a few items particu-
lar to 2016 democratic presidential 
nominee Hillary Clinton. 
 Photo by Stefano GiovanniniTrump-hater hurls

Vandal throws rock through Gowanus fan’s glass door

WEAPON OF CHOICE: Ramos shows 
the rock that went through his door 
— underneath the fl ag that he is sur-
prised went untouched. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
provides families with a sacred and permanent caring place 

for the cremated body of a loved one.

NYP 7/17/16

Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting one of our counselors.
www.ccbklyn.org

I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
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CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES

n

Over 150 years cemetery experience.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Call it a modest success.

A Bay Ridge woman has turned 
frustration into inspiration, start-
ing a body-covering clothing line 
for Muslim women after strug-
gling to fi nd fashionable threads 
that still leave a little to the imagi-
nation. 

The Egyptian-born, Benson-
hurst-raised founder of Urban 
Modesty said she got the idea be-
cause her only other options were 
donning stuffy traditional garb or 
cobbling together a hodgepodge of 
Western clothes.

“Finding an outfi t for any occa-
sion is always a nightmare — my 
peers, friends, young women, older 
women, they all had the same prob-
lem,” said Sherihan Moustafa. 
“You either dress very tradition-
ally, or you try to put something 
together by layering clothes from 
fi ve different stores.”

Moustafa, a 29-year-old City 
College economics grad and self-
described fashionista, stitched to-

gether Urban Modesty in 2013 af-
ter she took an entrepreneurial 
business class. She has no formal 
fashion training, but designs the 
pieces herself before sending pat-
terns to China for production, she 
said. Moustafa hit the market with 
eight designs, but now offers more 
than 70 tops, bottoms, dresses, 
gowns, and cover-ups — in addi-
tion to kids’ digs and jewelry. Most 
pieces sell for $25–$70, but formal 
gowns can go for up to $230.

The store is a godsend, accord-
ing to one shopper who picked up 
some threads at the Arab Amer-
ican Bazaar in Bay Ridge last 
weekend.

“I saw those long dresses that 
I do not see in stores, I always felt 
I should have a piece like that in 
my closet, but I did not know how 
to get it,” said Bay Ridgite Abeer 
Assad.

Moustafa relied on word-of-
mouth among friends and family 
in Bay Ridge to spread her brand 
early on. New Yorkers are still 

the biggest buyers, but frequent 
trips to Islamic conventions out-
side the city have helped spread 
the word nationally.

She recently made progress in 
the Great White North during a 
showcase in Toronto, she said. 

“We walked in with six laundry 
bags full of clothes and walked out 
with one half-full,” she said.

Moustafa has carved out a 
niche in a growing industry — 
Muslims spent roughly $230 bil-
lion on clothing worldwide in 
2014, and that fi gure could  grow 
to $327 billion by the end of the 
decade , according to Dinar Stan-
dard’s Global Islamic Economy 
Report. Not all of that is on modest 
fashion, but the top brands Dinar 
Standard highlights in the report 
make demure duds.

Next, she’s taking on the major 
retailers, and hoping to expand 
her reach outside of the Muslim 
community, she said.

“We have cover-ups that you 
can throw over jeans or what-

ever you want, so [non-Muslims] 
have bought those too,” she said. 
“It’s cute and trendy and now if 

you look, Forever 21 sells a maxi 
dress cover-up as well, that’s who 
we are competing with.”

DREAM COME TRUE: Bay Ridgite Sherihan Moustafa started Urban Modesty in 
2013 to give Muslim women fashionable, convenient, and modest clothing op-
tions. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

COVERED GIRLS
Designer makes demure clothes for Muslim women
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www.bayridgeloans.org
*Payments based on 7.45% Annual Percentage Rate 
with automatic loan payments. Rates are subject to credit 
history. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Apply for a Vacation Loan!
You deserve a break. Get your dream summer  
vacation with Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union’s  
Vacation Loans!

     • Maximum amount $3,000
     • Payments as low as $265/month*

     • Maximum term 12 months
     • Rates as low as 7.45%

The perfect summer getaway awaits...

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  
718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com
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BY COLIN MIXSON
This murder mystery is 
cruelty free!

A long-time devotee of 
the Park Slope Food Co-op 
has written a new musical 
who-done-it set somewhere 
between the locally sourced 
kale section and the organic 
quinoa aisle of Brooklyn’s 
most left-leaning grocery 
store. And in the famously 
progressive produce ha-
ven — where members feud 
over the ethical purity of 
just about every item on the 
shelf — everyone is a sus-
pect, according to the au-
thor.

“There’s so much ten-
sion in the co-op that the 
outsider investigating the 
murder, Det. Dick Johnson 
of the 78th Precinct, feels 
overwhelmed,” said Wind-
sor Terrace resident Gersh 
Kuntzman, a former editor 
of this very paper, who co-
wrote the production with 
songwriter Marc Dinkin. 
“There are so many obvious 
suspects.”

“Murder at the Food Co-
op” — opening Aug. 13 at 
the New York International 
Fringe Festival — is based 
on Kuntzman’s own experi-
ences as a two-decade mem-
ber-owner of the socialist 
answer to Costco, where 
subscribers work two hours 
and 45 minutes every month 
in exchange for access to the 
store’s cheap fare. 

The play centers around 
the untimely death of the 
market’s fi ctional founder 
Doris “Chiang Kai” Shenk-
man — whose body is found 
inside the co-op’s yak-ma-
nure-powered freezer — 
while affectionately sending 
up the Union Street com-
mune of commerce, where 
produce and politics are in-

extricably intertwined.  
Kuntzman said he was 

inspired to pen the play by 
some members’ legendary 
attempt to ban Israeli prod-
ucts from the store and, to 
a greater extent, the notori-
ously bureaucratic co-op’s 
response — to hold a vote 
on whether or not to vote on 
the ban.

“We were debating over 
whether to have a debate 
essentially,” said the play-
wright. “If you’re an out-
sider it seems ridiculous, 
but as a member it makes 
perfect sense.”

Longtime readers will 
be familiar with Kuntz-
man’s bawdy sense of hu-
mor — during his time at 
this  and other local papers, 
he documented himself pos-
ing nude for artists, using 
a caffeine suppository, and 
making a PG porno about 
a Dumbo condominium 
— and the self proclaimed 

“tabloid legend” says the 
musical is chock full of 
raunchy scenes. 

“There’s an enormous 
amount of hot and steamy 
action — I believe at some 
point all the characters 
have or are about to have 
sex in the freezer,” said 
Kuntzman. “It’s fantastic!”

Audience members 
should keep an ear out for 
such sure-to-be-hit tunes 
such as “In the Freezer,” a 
love song between a Jew-
ish woman and Palestinian 
man who keep their contro-
versial relationship hidden 
in the co-op’s meat locker, 
and the tragic “I’ll Make 
a Liberal Socialist Whack 
Job Out of You Yet” — sung 
by the editor of the co-op’s 
paper the Weekly Compos-
ter, who fi nds herself torn 
between  blossoming feel-
ings for the Archie Bunker-
like Det. Johnson and her 
opposition to his conserva-

tive political views.
“It’s going to break your 

heart,” Kuntzman said. 
Kuntzman won an award 

for his 2005 Fringe produc-
tion “SUV: The Musical” — 
a satirical look at America’s 
love of huge, gas-guzzling 
vehicles that he also co-
wrote with Dinkin. But for 
his latest foray into musical 
theater, he is mostly hoping 
that his work on the play 
will count towards his work 
obligations to the co-op.

“I think that ‘Murder 
at the Co-op’ should get me 
at least two free shifts,” he 
said. “It’s ultimately a great 
recruiting tool.”

“Murder at the Park 
Slope Food Co-op” at the 
Flamboyan Theater [107 
Suffolk St. between Riving-
ton and Delancey streets in 
distant Manhattan]. Aug. 
13–25. $18. Tickets go on sale 
July 15 at www.fringeonthe-
fl y.com.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

$10 bill. She continued by 
painting some of her fa-
vorite pop culture fi gures 
onto other bills, includ-
ing painter Frida Kahlo, 
rapper Biggie Smalls, and 
undead prankster Beetle-
juice, among many oth-
ers. 

Using cash as a canvas 
gives the images an allure 
that other formats cannot 
match, she said.

“I really like the idea 
of the shock factor — the 
fact that I’m painting on 
something that people 
cherish so much,” said 
DeJesus.

The Bushwick na-
tive is no stranger to un-
usual canvases — last 
year she  created Etch-
A-Sketch portraits of 
her home neighborhood , 
and she painted a mural 
on the wall of the 83rd 
Precinct police station. 
But working on money 
has given her work extra 
currency — the images 
have gone viral on so-
cial media, and several 
celebrities have shared 
her paintings, including 
actress Laverne Cox, 
who shared DeJesus’s 
rainbow-hued image of 
her last month. 

“Spike Lee posted my 

work, which was pretty 
cool,” said DeJesus. “The 
fact that people like my 
work is something spe-
cial. They like my work 
and want to share it with 
the world — it’s really ex-
citing.”

DeJesus hopes that 
the virtual crowds will 
turn into real viewers at 
her opening.

“I’m hoping I get a good 
crowd, I have a bunch of 
people who follow me on 
Instagram — people who 
I never met that are re-
sponding really well to 
my work,” said DeJesus. 
“When you have a fol-
lowing that doesn’t know 
you personally but loves 
your work and comes out, 
that’s special.”

“Danielle DeJesus Solo 
Art Show” at Grumpy 
Bert [82 Bond St. between 
State Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(347) 855–4849, www.
grumpybert.com]. Ex-
hibit open through Aug. 
14. Free. 

Continued from page 1 

MONEY

CRUELTY-FREE MYSTERY: Gersh Kuntzman and Marc Dinkin co-wrote the musical who-done-it “Mur-
der at the Food Co-op.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

PAINTED FACES: (Above) In her fi rst currency painting, Dan-
ielle DeJesus painted “Hamilton” actor and playwright Lin-
Manuel Miranda over the face of the character he plays. (Below) 
Crowned Brooklyn native and rapper Biggie Smalls appears on 
a dollar bill. Danielle DeJesus

Rolling in the aisles
New who-done-it musical set in Park Slope Food Co-op
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

Back and neck pain 
make the simplest tasks 
nearly impossible.   

You may be unable 
to walk, bend, work, or 
drive as turning your 
head to see the car be-
hind you — a function 
we barely even think 
about under normal con-
ditions — is not possible. 
This kind of debilitating 
pain impacts the quality 
of life. 

It may be that you’ve 
tried to get help. You 
may have already seen 
doctors for traditional 
medical and chiroprac-
tic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the 
only possibility is sur-
gery. 

But this is not your 
only option. 

Dr. Di Giuseppi of the 
Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been 

treating patients with 
these conditions for 
more than 32 years, re-
instating their quality 
of life through nonsur-
gical treatment. No spi-
nal injections or drugs 
are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression 
therapy, a leading non-
surgical, alternative 
treatment for serious 
neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treat-
ment method has been 
shown to greatly re-
duce or eliminate back 
and neck pain,” says  
Dr. Di Giuseppi. “It has 
helped people who are at 
the end of their rope.”

Decompression ther-
apy effectively treats 
disabling low back, neck, 
and radiating leg and 
arm pain by reducing 
the pressure on spinal 
nerves, discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, ef-

fective, and amazing 
pain relief that enables 
most patients to return 
to a more active life-
style,” says the doctor. 
“There is a 90 percent 
success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop 
this procedure was con-
ducted by prominent 
physicians, engineers, 
and technicians at major 
teaching hospitals, says 
Dr. Di Giuseppi, who is 
trained in these meth-

ods. The certification 
course was designed by 
the leading expert in spi-
nal decompression, Dr. 
Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors world-
wide and treated thou-
sands of patients using 
a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain 
certification involves 
more than 40 hours of 
instruction, including 
hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certi-
fication examinations.  

“We are pleased that 
we can serve our pa-
tients and others in the 
community with ad-
vanced spinal decom-
pression therapy,” says  
Dr. Di Giuseppi.

Decompression ther-
apy begins with a series 
of sessions that typi-
cally run three or four 
times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient 

is fully clothed, either 
face down, or face up, on 
the table. During each of 
these sessions, electrical 
muscle stimulation, ul-
trasound, or therapeutic 
laser may be applied to 
help relax muscles and 
promote further healing 
of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, 
patients may be asked 
to complete specific ex-
ercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal 
stenosis, bulging, herni-
ated, and degenerative 
discs, pinched nerves, 
and sciatica have found 
relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brooklyn 
7123 10th Avenue at 
72nd Street in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Better options for back pain at Spine and Disc Center
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Now, they’ve got even more things to put 
Cheez on!

Iconic Sheepshead Bay eatery Roll-N-
Roaster has debuted a curb-side stand 
selling hot dogs and roast beef panini. 
The Emmons Avenue joint has been serv-
ing Brooklynites its classic roast beef 
sandwiches for 45 years, but the money-
maker decision to fl atten the famous 
sandwich was pure serendipity, said 
manager Eric Rodriguez.

“We tried one time putting roast beef 
in the panini and, oh, it was very good,” 
he said. “It came out delicious, and we de-
cide to put it over there on the menu.”

In addition to the hot dogs and roast 
beef, food-lovers can also beat the heat with 
fresh-squeezed lemonade, iced tea, and 
shakes from the hut outside — meant to be 
a quick and easy alternative from the in-
side sit-down restaurant, said Rodriguez.

“We always wanted to do hot dogs for 
people to walk by, grab something quick, 
make it easy for them,” he said. “It’s been 
fantastic with a lot of people coming by, 
bringing more food traffi c to the area.”

Roll-N-Roaster’s newest offering — 
8-inch franks that are a buck cheaper than 
Nathan’s — may even give the century-old 
wiener slingers a run for their money, said 
Jay Achrak, who has been ordering at the 
eatery for 30 years.

“Amazing, better than Nathan’s, I’m 

not exaggerating,” he said. “One hundred 
times better. It’s fast, it’s nice and big, it’s 
humongous, it’s long, tasty.”

Roll-N-Roaster [2901 Emmons Ave. be-
tween Nostrand Avenue at E. 29th Street in 
Sheepshead Bay, (718) 769–6000, www.roll-
nroaster.com].

FRESH OUT THE KITCHEN: Roll-N-Roaster added hot dogs, roast beef panini, and lemon ices to its 
menu at a stand outside the eatery.  Community News Group / Julianne Cuba 

‘ROASTER’ 
ON A ROLL!
Roll-N-Roaster opens new curbside 

sandwich hut for summertime

EXTRA SAUERKRAUT, PLEASE: Jay Achrak from 
Sheepshead Bay says the new hot dog stand out-
side Roll-N-Roaster is the best new addition.  
 Community News Group / Julianne Cuba 
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JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 lbs

$2499 $1499

FRIED CALAMARI
16 oz PLATTER

$1299

FISH & CHIPS 
FRIED or BROILED

$1999

SHRIMP PLATTER
FRIED or BROILED

+TAX +TAX +TAX+TAX

3  $39F
O
R

GENUINE STATE O’ 
MAINE LOBSTERS

1 1/4 LB. EACH

99¢

GENUINE STATE O’ 
MAINE MUSSELS

LB.

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS:

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT 
RATED 
EXCELLENT

3
PASTARIA

717 86st Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializing in homemade pasta 
& grandma-style pizza.

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

ing rush hour — blowing past Bergen 
Street, Carroll Street, Smith–Ninth, 
Fourth Avenue, 15th Street, and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway stops — in order to 
make commutes faster for Southern-
Brooklyn straphangers.

But Lippincott says residents’ rage 
seems to have faded since the scheme 
was announced — and many locals 
she’s spoken to weren’t even aware of 
it at all. So she launched the petition 
and  a dedicated website  last week, and 
has already scored the support of every 
Council member and state rep from 
screwed-over stops.

“There was a fl urry of activity in 
mid- to late-May and then it seemed to go 
radio silent,” she said. “I started asking 
around and no one knew that this was a 
proposed cut that the MTA was recom-
mending. This is a really big deal.”

 Many pols and riders had supported 
the idea of an F express in the past  — 
essentially resurrecting a service that 
ran from 1969 to 1987 — but only if it 
came with additional local trains so 
those at skipped stops don’t suffer. 

The proposed plan, however, would 
simply halve service at the local plat-
forms — “inconvenie ncing” 51 percent 
of riders on the line and creating bottle-
necks at Bergen and Carroll stations, 
according to the agency’s own study.

Lander claims transit honchos have 

refused to schedule a meeting with his 
constituents or even him to discuss the 
plan — despite saying they would dur-
ing a Council hearing in May.

“Despite committing to do so in 
sworn testimony before the City Coun-
cil, the MTA is now refusing to even 
schedule a meeting with the public 
about the proposal … or even with those 
elected to represent them,” he said.

A spokeswoman for the state-run 
transit body said it is still open to hear-
ing what people have to say about the 
F express, and will hold yet-to-be an-

nounced meetings before giving the 
proposal its blessing.

“We have not made a decision,” said 
Amanda Kwan. “We are committed to 
discussions with residents, elected offi -
cials, and the community boards of ar-
eas affected.” 

But the cash-strapped agency’s op-
tions to appease riders at local stops 
may be limited — it would need to add 
more trains, but the study claimed 
there are none to spare and the line 
only has room for one or two more an 
hour, anyway. 

NO F’IN WAY: Carroll Gardens resident Erin Lippincott is leading a campaign against the F 
express. Under the plan, trains would steam by Carroll Street Station during rush hours.  
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

Continued from page 1 

F TRAIN

BY DENNIS LYNCH
A man killed him-
self by jumping in 
front of an R train at 
77th Street on July 
11.

The man leapt in 
front of a Manhattan-
bound train pulling 
into the station just 
before 10 am, fi re de-
partment offi cials 
said.

Police attempted to 
interview the train’s 
motorman on the 
platform, but he ran 
into the tunnel, and 
law enforcers caught 
up with the him after 
a brief foot pursuit, 
offi cials said.

They took the 
transit worker into 
custody, but did not 
arrest him, police 
said. He tested neg-
ative for drugs and 
alcohol, of ficials 
said.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Au-

thority suspended 
service between 95th 
and 36th streets for 
two hours while in-
vestigating the sui-
cide, and trains re-
sumed just after 
noon.

R TRAIN SUICIDE

CLOSED: Police roped off 
the 77th Street station on 
July 11 after a guy jumped 
in front of an R train. 
 CNG / Courtney Donahue
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the tree — at 14, he started bring-
ing produce to patrons’ homes for 
his father.

“I was delivering orders here for 
him after school — with a pushcart,” 
he said. “You’d put all your orders 
going down Avenue M and put them 
in the box and start walking.”

Cortese helped out until he 
graduated from high school in 
1942, when he received a diploma in 
one hand and his deployment card 
from Uncle Sam in the other. But 
after serving his country for three 
years, Cortese returned home and 
picked up right where he left off — 
helping out his dad with orders and 
deliveries, he said. 

He took over manning the store 
in 1960, and now works every day 
except for Sunday and Monday 
(doctor’s orders after three heart 
attacks), he said. Cortese opens 
up around 7:30 am, putting Frank 
Sinatra, Billy Eckstine, and Tony 
Bennett on his record player to get 
into the groove.

The nonagenarian is still to-
tally hands-on, he said.

“I make up the orders, some 
people call up, I examine all the 
vegetables make sure they are up 
to par,” Cortese said. “If some-
thing isn’t good it goes in the gar-

bage, but if something’s still sal-
vageable, I put it on the side and 
some people come along they look 
at it — most of the time they say, 
‘How much?’ and I say, ‘Nah, take 
it, take it.’ ” 

The fruit mogul has lost shop-
pers to chain supermarkets, but 
he doesn’t give a fi g — Cortese, a 
widower, just enjoys his days in 
the market with family, friends, 
and customers, he said.

“And today I’m just passing 
time now,” he said. “I lost my 
wife about a year ago, and if I stay 
home I go crazy, so whether I do 
business here or not, I just want 
to be here, that’s all, just to pass 
the time.”

In some ways, the store is a 
museum and a repository of lo-
cal memory, according to one of 
Cortese’s sons who helps run the 
shop.

“People used to shop here with 
their parents and now they are 
old, and they want to see if it’s still 
here,” said the son, who is also 
named John. “It reminds them of 
good times, and seeing him, and 
takes them back to when they were 
younger, and when their parents 
came in. So you really step back in 
time when you come here.” 

Golden Gate Fancy Fruits and 
Vegetables [2080 Flatbush Ave. be-
tween Avenue P and Quentin Road 
in Marine Park, (718) 377–2581].

“The supply of residential 
pushes the demand for com-
mercial — banks, pharmacies, 
food chains, Starbucks, Chipo-
tle,” said Aliaksandr Svetla-
kou of Cushman and Wake-
fi eld. “Some of the people they 
are waiting to secure that kind 
of thing … something with a 
lease guaranteed by a corpora-
tion with a minimum 10 years. 
That area is very hot right now 
— they want to play the cards 
right.”

Dozens of multi-family 
apartments are under con-
struction in the neighbor-
hood, including  four projects 
six stories or higher within a 
fi ve-minute walk  of the half-
shuttered main street, an 
investigation by this paper 
showed earlier this year.

And unpopular changes to 
Sheepshead Bay Road are ac-
celerating its downfall as a 
mecca for mom-and-pop shops, 
local leaders say. The stretch 
has been hurting since Hurri-
cane Sandy, but the city’s move 
to  make the street one-way  is 
the fi nal nail in the coffi n, be-
cause pedestrians and drivers 
now totally avoid the shopping 

strip — and it’s only a matter 
of time before remnants of old-
school Brooklyn give way to 
chain stores, one area author-
ity said.

“A quiet main street is a 
dead main street — it’s that 
simple. You want traffi c, you 
want people, you want noises. 
It’s hurting the businesses,” 
said Steve Barrison of the Bay 
Improvement Group. “Clearly 
they’re going to be gone. Sheep-
shead Bay Road will not be rec-

ognized by anybody in two to 
three years.”

Meantime a few neighbor-
hood boosters have started Fa-
cebook page “Save Sheepshead 
Bay Rd.” to promote remaining 
shops, one said.

“It pains me to see,” said 
area politico Ari Kagan, who 
founded the group with attor-
ney Inna Vernikov. “The last 
several years, each time an-
other business is closed, I want 
to help somehow.”

ABANDONED STOREFRONTS: Democratic District Leader Ari Kagan is dev-
astated that so many businesses have closed along Sheepshead Bay Road.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER


