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BY DENNIS LYNCH
It’s a no-parking sign from above.

A falling tree smote a car illegally 
parked in front of a Dyker Heights 
church during a storm on Monday, 
and it must have been heaven’s pun-
ishment for the owner’s sinful parking 
habits, because the timber’s trajectory 
was divinely inspired, a parishioner 
said.

“It’s sort of like god’s retribution. It 
fell from across the street — it’s only his 
car it landed on,” said Peter Syrdahl a 
parishioner at Redeemer St. John’s Lu-
theran Church on 83rd Street.

The ride was between two “no-park-
ing” signs — which  traffi c law forbids  
except while “expeditiously receiving 

or discharging passengers or load-
ing or unloading property to or from 
the curb” — when the wooden wrath 
hit, and Syrdahl said the guy lives on 
the block and often converts the space 
from its god-given use as an unload-
ing haven for the aged attending lit-
urgy and little kids coming to nursery 
school.

“I bring elderly people to church — 
a 90-year-old and a 97-year-old — every 
Sunday, and he’s frequently parked in 
our way,” Syrdahl said. “They have to 
go out of the way to get in the church, 
and that’s the whole point of this 
spot.”

The righteous have shamed the man 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a case of bouquets and brickbats.

Vandals pulverized plants and 
tossed hunks of dirt on the sidewalk 
in front of Fifth Avenue hooch shop 
Long’s Wines & Liquors overnight on 
July 18 — reportedly the latest in a se-
ries of fl ower-bashings on the block 
— and now Bay Ridgites who fear the 
vandalism fl ourishing trend are de-
manding the city nip it in the bud.

“It’s a chronic issue,” said Heather 
Hamilton, who owns the store. “Some-
times I’d fi nd a tree down the block and 
around the corner, so I had them wired 
into the planters to make it harder to 
steal.”

The incident is the latest in a string 
of storefront attacks on the avenue 
around 80th Street — a series that ap-

Planter vandalism sign of 
decline, biz owners say

Continued on page 13

Ridge gone 
to pot?

AN ACT OF GOD!
Storm knocks tree onto car blocking church loading zone

HOLY MOLY!: A tree branch crushed the back of this car, whose owner habitually leaves his 
ride in a no-parking zone in front of a church. Peter Syrdahl

Continued on page 13
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Gums!
The city closed Coney Island Beach on July 19 because people spotted fi lter-feeder basking sharks like this one — which is not a 
threat to humans — off its shores. For more, see page 3. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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BY MAX JAEGER
Their orders are up.

Gravesend staple the Del 
Rio Diner will serve its last 
meal on July 24 after 40 years, 
and industry insiders say the 
iconic eatery’s closure is just 
an appetizer, because Brook-
lyn’s 24-hour mom-and-pop eat-
eries are toast in the wake of 
the minimum wage hike Gov. 
Cuomo signed in April.

“The minimum wage, that’s 
what broke the camel’s back. 
It killed us,” said Del Rio co-
owner Larry Georgeton. “The 
only way to compensate is you 
gotta hammer the menu — 
raise it 25 percent every year. 

Marine Park.
The wage hike, which 

promises cooks $15 an hour 
and servers $10 an hour by 
2018, is just the icing on top 
— lawmakers have been serv-
ing up onerous regulations 
for at least a decade, the insid-
ers said. The fi rst course was 
Mayor Bloomberg’s 2003 in-
door smoking ban — letting 
patrons puff away kept them 
at tables longer and increased 
the chances they’d order more 
food, Georgeton said. Then 

Health Department enforce-
ment went off the deep end — 
inspections are a necessity, 
but under Bloomberg’s reign, 
they went sour and turned 
into a revenue-generator for 
the city, Gavallas said.

Georgeton declined to say 
whether the regulators use 
his restaurants as a piggy 
bank, because he also co-owns 
the Vegas and still has to work 
with inspectors, but he admit-
ted examinations are more 

If I was somewhere in Park Av-
enue Manhattan, people will 
pay $20 for a burger — this is 
Bensonhurst–Gravesend, this 
is working people, this is the 
real America, and I can’t do it 
to them.”

And Georgeton is not the 
only one hurting, an expert 
said.

“Very soon, all the Brook-
lyn diners will be gone. It’s the 
minimum wage, the Health 
Department, water bills,” said 
John Gavallas, a food distrib-
utor whose clients include the 
Del Rio, the Vegas in Dyker 
Heights, the Mirage in Mid-
wood, and the Floridian in 

DINE & 
DASHED

Insider: Greasy spoons dying
OUT ON A PIE NOTE: Larry Georgeton is closing the Del Rio Diner after 
40 years, because the cost of doing business is too high, and he doesn’t 
want to stick it to his customers.
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By Julianne Cuba

Who you gonna call? Janice 
Gunter!

An eccentric expert in 
supernatural phenomena is searching the 
streets of Bay Ridge for proof of the para-
normal. In the upcoming comedy series 
“Janice Gunter: Ghost Hunter” the main 
character (played by actress and come-
dian Elizabeth McDonough), hits the 
streets the moment she clocks out of her 
day job, with her mother trailing close 
behind with a camera. Two episodes of 
the series will get a preview screening at 
Videology in Williamsburg on July 28.

We chatted with the Bay Ridge char-
acter about her ability to see dead people, 
which she says has been present since she 
was a kid.

“Ever since I was a little child I always 
used to see stuff that other people didn’t 
see and I just had a sort of ‘Sixth Sense.’ 
I can definitely relate to the movie,” said 
Gunter.

But it was another glimpse of the silver 
screen that shaped Gunter’s ambition for 
the future — the first two “Ghostbusters” 
movie, she said.

“Of course that was a huge influence 
on me as a child. When I actually saw the 
films, at first I thought they were docu-
mentaries but then my aunt explained to 
me this is actually actors,” said Gunter.

The new series, which is shot by her 
“Ma,” is an attempt to capture her talents 
on film, so those without her powers can 
see the otherworldly for themselves, she 
said.

“My passion is ghost hunting. Ma has 
helped me to pursue that and with ghosts 
you never know what’s going to happen 
and sometimes I never understand,” said 
Gunter. “This is one of humanity’s many 
mysteries but for some reason when you 
try to explain to people what you’ve seen 
they just don’t get it. We need some kind 
of evidence here.”

Gunter — who wears a helmet lined 
with tin foil while out hunting — mostly 
navigates Bay Ridge for ghosts, but near-
ly every Brooklyn neighborhood has its 
own story to tell, she said.

“Boerum Hill — a lot of weird stuff 
going on there,” said Gunter. “Prospect 
Park — a lot of suspicious activity that’s 
happened there and bodies. One of the 
swans in the park is possessed by evil 

spirits — it’s a rumor. I have not been 
able to pinpoint which one, but I’ve been 
doing a lot of observation.”

Brooklyn is the best place to be for a 
ghost hunter, said Gunter, because it is 
filled with hints of the afterlife.

“I feel so fortunate to live in New 
York because there are so many people 
who have died here, almost like a cor-
nucopia of dead people and ghosts,” she 
said. “I’m already here, I’m already at 
my Mecca as a ghost hunter, everywhere 
there’s history and everywhere there’s 
ghosts.”

“Janice Gunter: Ghost Hunter” at 
Videology [308 Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 782–3468, 
www.videologybarandcinema.com]. July 
28 at 7 pm. Free.

Ghost hunter is on the case and on film

Expert ad-vice: Bay Ridge ghost hunter 
Janice Gunter (Elizabeth McDonough) adver-
tises her sleuthing skills while her “Ma” 
acts as camera woman. Her new series 
gets a preview screening on July 28 in 
Williamsburg. Photo by Jason Speakman

She’s got spirit

BY DENNIS LYNCH
These subway stations are go-
ing wireless — but there are 
some strings attached.

The state will use three 
Brooklyn train terminals 
as a testing ground for new, 
high-tech depot designs, but 
fi rst it has to close the stations 
for half a year, offi cials an-
nounced on July 18. The Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority plans to gussy up the R 
train’s Prospect Avenue, 53rd 
Street, and Bay Ridge Avenue 
stations with free wifi , phone 
chargers, and train count-
down clocks in a test run be-

fore it rolls out the amenities 
to 28 other transit hubs across 
the city, Gov. Cuomo and the 
state-run agency announced. 
When work is done, subterra-
nean straphangers will be able 
to surf the web with unlimited 
juice, but the most important 
enhancement is the humble 
timer, one rider said.

“The countdown clocks will 
be ideal,” said Bushwickian 
Abby Clifford, who works off 
the 53rd Street stop and said 
the R train’s indeterminacy 
is its biggest drawback. “It’s 
more frustrating when you 
have no idea when the train 

is coming. When you know, it 
seems much less bad.”

In addition, the fancy new 
stations will feature more effi -
cient lighting, new art, and digi-
tal displays letting people know 
if trains are on time before they 
swipe into the system.

The agency will shut the 

three stations for up to six 
months to do the work — an 
apparent adjustment to its  pre-
vious promise to temporarily 
close stations for six to eight 
weeks  when it announced gen-
eral plans last winter.

Riders were split whether 

NEW STOP ON THE BLOCK: The fi rst three stations to receive an up-
grade will be the Prospect Avenue, 53rd Street, and Bay Ridge Avenue 
stations, which all serve the R train. Governor’s Offi ce

Next stop, Brooklyn
First stations to get wifi  under new 
state plan will be in Kings County
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
A Georgetown resident who 
tried to clean up a derelict 
E. 65th Street house was 
chased off by a pack of rac-
coons, and now locals are 
demanding the city step 
in and secure the pest-in-
fested dwelling. But munic-
ipal workers won’t trap the 
masked mammals unless 
they have rabies, and neigh-
bors don’t want to get close 
enough to make a diagnosis, 
one said.

“I called 311, the woman 
on the phone asked me if it 
was rabid, and I asked her if 
she wants me to go get bit so 
I can find out,” said Dori Ra-
mos, who lives next door.

The raccoon rooming 
house between Avenues M 
and N has been otherwise 
vacant since its owner died 
about three years ago, and 
the yard is so overgrown 
that weeds are creeping 
onto Ramos’s property and 
threatening to damage her 
home’s foundation, she said. 
She sent her 20-year-old  son 
on a July 12 bushwhacking 
excursion, but a few of the 
beasts ran him off the prop-
erty, according to Ramos, 
who said she’s frightened by 
the critters’ newfound bold-
ness.

“It started to become ag-
gressive and started com-
ing at him,” she said. “And 
on the top of her shed there 

was another raccoon. We’ve 
never seen them out in the 
day like that. I was spooked 
all night last night, every 
time I went into my yard, I 
was looking over my shoul-
der.”

There is little the city 
can do about the wild ani-
mals or the derelict home, 
officials said.

“The city doesn’t do any-
thing about raccoons. If they 
are rabid that’s a whole differ-
ent story, but most are not,” 
said Alan Maisel (D–Marine 
Park), who also said similar 
vacant homes is a widespread 

problem in his district.
The Department of Build-

ings issued two violations 
on the home — one on May 
15 for failure to maintain 
the building in a code com-
pliant manner, and another 
on July 11 for vehicles stored 
on the property, according 
to a department spokesman. 

But the city won’t seal off 
the property or issue any 
orders because it is not con-
sidered a public safety haz-
ard — and it’s the owner’s 
responsibility to maintain, 
he said. 

LOOKING FOR HELP: Neighbor Dori Ramos wants the city to fi x up the 
vacant home right next door.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

Distemper tantrum

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re going wild!

Gerritsen Beach’s rac-
coons have been acting 
crazy lately — shaking, 
walking aimlessly, and 
just falling over — but no 
one knows for sure why. 
The pesky rodents aren’t 
new to the peninsular nabe 
but their odd behavior is, 
said one Hyman Court resi-
dent who spotted a masked 
mammal in her backyard 
last month. 

“Usually there are regu-
lar raccoons just running 
around. It was the first 
time I’ve seen them act like 
that. The way he was act-
ing he just looked very sick 
— he was walking over and 
licking liquid off the f loor, 

and then he stood up and 
tipped over backwards,” 
said Kelly McGowan, add-
ing that it did not appear 
aggressive or rabid. “He 
was curled up in a ball and 
then I don’t know if he was 
dead or sleeping.”

Dozens of residents have 
reported kooky encounters 
like McGowan’s on social 
media in recent weeks, 
leading locals to believe 
the animals have been 
chowing down on rat poi-
son left out by contractors 
fixing homes through the 
city’s Build It Back hurri-
cane-recovery program.

But experts say the rac-
coons are exhibiting symp-
toms of distemper, a virus 

It’s wild abandon
Neighbors: Deserted house crawling with raccoons

BY MAX JAEGER
Come on in, the water is fi ne!

The Parks Department re-opened Coney Island 
Beach on July 19 after closing it earlier that day be-
cause sharks were swimming dangerously close to 
the shore. It was the fi rst time in recent memory that 
the city has banned bathing because of the swim-
ming killing machines, offi cials said.

“We don’t have records that go that far back — suf-
fi ce it to say, it seems to have been a long time,” said 
Parks Department spokesman Sam Biederman.

Big schools of feeder fi sh attracted what appeared 
to be basking sharks — a fi lter feeder that can grow up 

to 20 feet long — strangely close to Coney bathers, ac-
cording to New York Aquarium director Jon Dohlin.

“What we think brought them in so close — which 
is unusual — is schools of small forage fi sh sighted 
along with these sharks,” he said.

The fi sh are not dangerous to humans, but the 
city has cordoned off the coast to play it safe, Bieder-
man said.

“Out of an abundance of safety, Parks closes 
beaches to swimmers when sharks are in the im-
mediate area,” he said. “Because sharks have been 
sighted in certain areas of Coney Island Beach to-
day, Parks has closed specifi c stretches of beach and 

will continue to monitor the situation.”
Area anglers and litoralists have been  predict-

ing to this paper all year  that  a booming crop of bun-
ker fi sh will bring meat-eaters  — including sharks, 
whales, and seals — within striking distance of 
Brooklyn’s beaches.

Fishermen  plucked 17 thresher sharks from the 
seas near Sheepshead Bay  during a tournament last 
month.

SHAAAARK!
BASKING: A basking shark beached in Scotland. Des Colhoun

City closes Coney Island beaches after jaws spotted

Virus is causing kookiness in 
raccoons, experts suspect

HUNCHBACK: Raccoons have been spotted in Gerritsen Beach acting 
strangely — shaking, hunching over, and collapsing. Kelly McGowan

Continued on page 14Continued on page 14
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FREE
DELIVERYATLAS

MEAT 
MARKET
Quality Grade ‘A’ Meats

VISIT OUR NEW STORE EXPANSION

99C
lb.

FRESH SEEDLESS

GREEN GRAPES
FARM FRESH GRADE ‘A‘

WHOLE
CHICKEN LEGS

99C
lb.

EYE OR TOP 
ROUND

$499
lb.

WHOLE
CHICKEN
BREAST

$259
lb.

CENTER CUT 
PORK CHOPS

BONE-IN

$279
lb.

BABY BACK 
PORK RIBS

$499
lb.

CHICKEN 
CUTLETS
SLICED TO ORDER

$259
lb.
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The therapists at Bay Ridge Mental Health (BRMH) can help. We are 
compassionate, caring professionals, who can help you break free from 
frustrating habits and realize your full potential. BRMH works with adults, 
teens, children, and seniors, and provides individual therapy and counsel-
ing, as well as marriage, couples, and relationship counseling. 

Our therapists have a long history of working with diverse populations 
and catering treatment to the unique needs of our clients. We will collabo-
rate with your existing medical and psychiatric providers, or assist you in 
obtaining these services. 

Most insurances are accepted, and sliding scale arrangements are avail-
able for non-insurance clients. 

Call today for more information and a free telephone consultation.

 718-238-1580  Fax: 718-238-1405
    bayridgementalhealth@gmail.com  |  545 73rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209

BAY RIDGE PSYCHOTHERAPISTS

Check out our therapists’ profiles on Psychology Today and Good Therapy! 
Joseph Lovecchio, LMHC   |   Rivkah Kaufman, LMHC   |   Eleonora Yerukhimovich, LMHC

STRUGGLING WITH PERSONAL AND/OR 
PROFESSIONAL PROBLEMS?

FEELING STUCK IN A RUT? 

 Introducing 
 Elina Radshinsky MSLAC
 Healing Trifecta Accupuncturist

For appointment call 
646-776-2000
Mind, Body & Spirit Integrated Treatment

BY JULIANNE CUBA
An allegedly drunk driver 

struck and killed 17-year-old 
Gerritsen Beacher Sean Ryan 
while he was riding his bicycle 
on Gerritsen Avenue on July 17, 
police said. 

The 24-year-old driver was 
headed towards Gerritsen Point 
at the end of the avenue when 
he crossed over into the painted 
median and hit the teen — who 
was also riding in the median 
— head-on near Florence Ave-
nue at 8:47 pm, according to au-
thorities. 

Emergency responders pro-
nounced Ryan dead at the scene 
and arrested the driver for 
vehicular manslaughter and 
driving while intoxicated, po-
lice said. The driver, who had 
a blood-alcohol level more than 
two times the legal limit, was 
speeding and attempted to pass 
a car on his left but collided 
head-on with Ryan, police said.

Offi cials are still investigat-
ing the crash, according to au-
thorities.

Ryan graduated from Xaver-
ian High School in the spring 

and had plans to attend Iona 
College in the fall as a journal-
ism major. He had a passion for 
sports — especially his favorite 
football team, the Notre Dame 
Fighting Irish, according to an 
obituary.

Ryan is survived by par-
ents James and Dolores, sib-
lings Shannon and Allison, and 
his grandmother Aileen — the 
family moved to the neighbor-
hood in 2007.

Scores of Gerritsen Beach-
ers gathered for a candlelight 

vigil for Ryan the night after he 
was killed. Friends, loved ones, 
and neighbors walked to The 
Point at the end of Gerritsen Av-
enue to light candles and send 
off memorial balloons. 

Neighbors have also  raised 
more than $40,000  for Ryan’s 
family, according to website Go 
Fund Me.

The funeral will be held at St. 
Marks Roman Catholic Church 
[2609 E 19th St. between Jerome 
Avenue and Avenue Z in Sheep-
shead Bay] on July 22 at 11 am.

Gone in an instant
Drunk driver killed teen cyclist, police say

UNDER INVESTIGATION: (Above) Police say a drunk driver hit and killed 
17-year-old Sean Ryan (right) as he rode his bicycle in Gerritsen Beach on 
July 17, police say. Photo by Jon Farina

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Meet Coney Island’s new 
dreamland.

The new owners of the 
Shore Theater are shopping 
around fanciful renderings 
of what the century-old land-
mark might look like when 
they’re done turning it back 
into a playhouse and hotel. 
The drawings depict a tree-
lined Stillwell Avenue, a glass 
facade along the landmark 
building, and even a pool on 
top, but they are still a fantasy 
at this point, a broker said.

“Everything is incredibly 
preliminary,” according to a 
source at Commercial Acqui-
sitions, which is fi nding ten-
ants for theater owners Pye 
Properties. “The fl yer is re-
ally what their hopes are, but 
we are really far off from that 
— it could be anything in the 
future.”

Pye Properties bought the 
theater in January with plans 
to  return the long-derelict 
icon to its former glory , but it 
has not given a timeline for 
renovations.

Sea it! Shore Theater 
renderings revealed

THE NEW CONEY ISLAND: The rendering imagines the landmark the-
ater with a pool on top. Commercial Acquisitions Real Estate
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Bay Ridge’s four-part stroll got 
off on the right foot.

Locals packed Third Av-
enue between Bay Ridge Ave-
nue and 80th Street on July 15 
for the fi rst of this season’s four 
Summer Strolls. The 11-block-
long street festival has become 
a yearly ritual for many, in-
cluding one family that came 
to its third Summer Stroll and 
caught some live music in be-
tween a brew and a slice.

“The [Dead Ridge Boys] 
and the band at Salud were 
both great,” said Ridgite Eve 
Macasulo, who came with her 
two young kids and husband. 

“It’s always good, we grabbed 
a beer at Longbow and some 
pizza on the way home.”

Young dancers with Di-
mensions in Dance put on a 
show in front of the group’s 
studio near 76th Street, while 
the Ridge Chorale and Jeff Sa-
maha Theater sang four se-
lections from their upcoming 
production of “Hairspray” a 
few blocks away. The latter 
group has performed at the 
last three Summer Strolls, 
and its managing director 
called it a great opportunity 
to spread the word about their 
productions.

“So many people we meet 

don’t realize there are active 
community theaters here in 
Bay Ridge, so it’s a nice oppor-
tunity to put that out there to 
them — that they don’t have to 
go all the way to Manhattan 
to see a quality production,” 
Karen Tadross said.

The group will return to 
perform on July 22 at 87th 
Street — and at alternating lo-
cations during the two August 
Summer Strolls.

The Summer Stroll con-
tinues on July 22 and Aug. 12 
between 80th and 90th streets, 
and Aug. 5 between Bay Ridge 
Avenue and 80th Street. 6–10 
pm.

ALL FUN AND GAMES: (Above) Evan Vasquez and Javier and Diego Fer-
nandez got their hands on some silly string at the Third Avenue Summer 
Stroll on July 15. (Center) Crowds fi lled up the avenue from Bay Ridge 
Avenue to 80th Street. (Left) Artist Arthur Rabanal shows off a unique 
work for sale. Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

Third Ave. fi rst for fun

Disclaimer: This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The solution was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the 

official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on 

linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This program is an equal opportunity employer/program 

and auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

CEWD

718-368-4637

 

www.cewdkbcc.com

 

Dreams 
Careers 
Begin Here
We prepare YOU for 
employment and career 
advancement in the 
�������	�Culinary Arts, 
Maritime Technology, 
and Health Care. 
Our low-cost training programs help you 
get on the path to your dreams and a 
great career. ���������	
��������	��	
�
aid required! No student loans to repay! 

�
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FLIPFLIP
Its mission is in accordance 

with the faith of Judaism — to 
cultivate a love and understand-
ing of Jewish heritage; to stimu-
late friendship; and to strengthen 
the bonds of loyalty with Israel 
and all Jewish people by bring-
ing near the love of God through 
an emphasis of principles of righ-
teousness and humanity.  

Welcome to Progressive 
Temple Beth Ahavath Sholom, a 
member of the Union for Reform 
Judaism.  

Located in Borough Park, 
Progressive Temple Beth Aha-
vath Sholom is a consolidation of 
three synagogues — Beth Sholom 
People’s Temple that was estab-
lished in 1905; Temple Ahavath 
Sholom, established in 1912; and 
Progressive Synagogue’s con-
stitution and by-laws adopted in 
1919.  

“Together, we embrace the 
shared and proud union of these 
long-standing Brooklyn congre-
gations,” says Cantor Suzanne 
Bernstein, the spiritual leader 
since 2011.  

“We are a congregation with 
a warm and caring approach to 
tradition,” she says. The temple 

actively promotes the programs 
and values of Reform Judaism. 

“Each of us is created in the 
divine image,” she says. “We 
value informed, personal choice. 
We are dedicated to tikkun olam, 
the repair of the world through 
social action. We encourage men 
and women to participate equally 
in all religious duties.”

The congregation is com-
prised of about 90 families. It of-
fers worship services for Shab-
bat, High Holy Days, festivals, 

and holidays. The temple choir 
sings for the High Holy Days and 
at other services throughout the 
year.  

In addition, the Temple offers a 
wide range of educational and so-
cial programs that are organized 
by the spiritual leader, commit-
tees, and auxiliary organizations. 
For example, the Jewish cultural 
committee organizes and plans 
trips to shows, concerts, muse-
ums, and other places of particu-
lar Jewish interest. A social ac-

tion committee holds food drives, 
working to provide assistance to 
members of the community. The 
temple fund-raising committee 
plans events such as the yearly 
gala concert that features pianist 
and temple accompanist Maxine 
Feldman. The Israel Committee 
is affiliated with the Association 
of Reform Zionists of America, 
and enables the congregation to 
connect with and to support pro-
gressive Judaism in Israel, says 
Cantor Bernstein.

Adult education programs 
include Torah study, Hebrew 
classes, and book discussions.

To keep everyone informed, 
there is the “Temple Voice,” a 
monthly bulletin that allows 
congregants and friends to know 
everything that is going on. It 
is conveniently accessed on the 
website. Congregants will also 
find a calendar of monthly activi-
ties posted there, so they can plan 
their participation. There’s even 
a recipe or two. 

Worship services combine 
inspirational music and a joyous 
experience of Shabbat and the 
festivals. Erev Shabbat services 
are held Friday evenings at 8 pm, 
commencing with candle-light-
ing and song, as Shabbat is wel-
comed. It concludes with an Oneg 
Shabbat in the Social Hall. 

Shabbat morning services 
start at 10:30 am.

Cantor Bernstein encourages 
everyone’s participation. “All are 
welcome,” she says. 

Progressive Temple Beth 
Ahavath Sholom [1515 46th St. 
between 15th and 16th avenues 
in Borough Park, (718) 436–
5082, www.ptbas.org]. Check 
the website for activities.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A warm and caring approach to tradition

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Borrow  
$10,000 

for as low as
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month*
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Ten Thousand
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*Payments based on 7.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments. Rates 
are based on creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. 

Credit Union membership eligibility is required.
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Sneaking for sneakers
A brazen thief slipped through 

the front door of an E. 54th Street 
home and stole a pricey pair of kicks 
on July 15.

The homeowner told police that 
she was inside her home near Ave-
nue K around 2 pm when the sneak 
crept inside and swiped her son’s 
Jordan sneakers from his bed-
room. Police said the looter escaped 
through the bedroom window.  

The woman also told police that 
the same crime happened a week 
prior, but she never reported it. 

Bike swipe
A bandit swiped two bicycles and 

helmets from a woman’s Fillmore 
Avenue home sometime between 
June 18 and July 1.

The woman told police that 
someone entered her garage near E. 
37th Street and left with two of her 
bikes. Police said it was not clear if 
the garage was broken into, and the 
woman told cops that the intruder 
may have gotten in through an un-
locked side door.

He said, police said
Someone broke into a man’s Av-

enue M home on July 14 and took his 
Mac computer and some cash.

The man told police that around 
11 pm, a marauder busted into the 
basement of his home near E. 52nd 
Street and took his computer and an 
undisclosed amount of money. 

Cops did not fi nd signs of a break-
in at any doors or locks of the home, 
but the man told police that a base-
ment window was broken.

— Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

That escalated quickly
A bunch of louts beat up a guy, 

robbed him, and tried to steal his 
car on 14th Avenue on July 11, ac-
cording to police.

The victim was sitting in his 
car with his wife near 62nd Street 
around 4:20 am when a guy came up 
and asked for a cigarette. The vic-
tim refused, so the guy asked him 
for his car keys instead. He again 
refused and the rogue started to 
punch him in the face through the 
window. 

The driver got out to defend him-
self, but two of the nogoodnik’s 
buddies jumped him from behind, 
the police report said. One of them 
grabbed his wallet — with $300 in 
it — in the chaos and the three of 
them split, cops said.

Mid-day heist
A burglar barged his way into a 

woman’s 72nd Street apartment on 
July 14 and ran off with her jewelry, 
police said.

She left her apartment near Fort 
Hamilton Parkway around 10:30 
am and came back around 6 pm to 
fi nd her once-locked bedroom door 
kicked in, cops said. 

Her room was ransacked and she 
discovered her jewelry — including 
three diamond rings, a pearl ring, 
and pearl earrings — were nowhere 
to be found.

Not cool
A jewel thief also hit a Third Av-

enue apartment on July 16, accord-
ing to police.

The homeowner left her place 
near 100th Street around 7:25 pm 
and returned a few hours later only 
to discover that someone had en-
tered her bedroom by pushing in 
her air-conditioning unit and cut-
ting her screen open. The good-for-
nothing grabbed diamond jewelry, 
police said.

Cash grab
A housebreaker trashed and 

robbed a 93rd Street home on July 
11, according to police.

The victim came home and saw 
the front door was unlocked and the 
apartment completely turned over, 
police said. The freebooter got away 
with $300.

Heavy haul
A looter broke into a guy’s work 

van parked on Marine Avenue and 
swiped more than two dozen tools  
sometime overnight on July 15, law 
enforcement offi cials said.

The victim parked his car 
around 8 pm and returned at 10 
am the next day and saw his stuff 
was missing. There were no visible 
signs of a break-in, police noted, 
but the thief managed to steal a 
voltage tester, hammer drill, and 
band saw. 

The crook also took the guy’s 
Ray Ban sunglasses and reading 
glasses, police said.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Shoplifters
Three louts beat up and robbed a 

woman of her purse and groceries 

on Brighton Fourth Street on July 
16, according to a police report.

The woman was near Brighton 
Third Lane around 6:20 pm with 
some groceries in hand when the 
good-for-nothings came around 
the corner. One pushed her to the 
ground and grabbed her pocket-
book, then grabbed her recently 
purchased grub, police said. 

She refused to give it up and the 
criminal punched her in the face 
multiple times, took it, and fl ed with 
his baddie buddies.

Stairwell stickup
A brigand robbed a woman at 

gunpoint in the stairwell of a W. 
23rd Street building on the morning 
of July 16, law enforcement offi cials 
said.

She walked out of her apartment 
in the building between Mermaid 
and Surf avenues around 11:30 am 
and into the stairwell, where the 
guy fl ashed his gun and told her to 
hand over everything she had. 

She gave him $600 in cash, and 
the guy fl ed up the stairs, according 
to police.

End of the line
A thief stole a drunk guy’s phone 

and passport right out of his pock-
ets at the Stillwell Avenue train sta-
tion on July 9, according to a police 
report.

The guy stumbled onto a Coney 
Island-bound Q train after leaving 
a Manhattan nightclub around 3:30 
am, and the next thing he remem-
bered was waking up at the station 
at Surf Avenue to the rake rummag-
ing through his pockets. 

The lout took his iPhone and 
Russian passport and fl ed when he 
saw his victim was awake, but the 
guy told police he was too wasted to 
chase the miscreant.

Lousy day at the beach
A swift scoundrel snatched a 

couple’s stuff off the beach near W. 
19th Street on July 14, police said.

The victim told police he and his 
girlfriend were on the shore around 
6:50 pm when they left their bag on 
the sand to go check out the water. 

They left it for “less than 30 sec-
onds” and it was gone, they told po-
lice. It had their phones and $900, 
along with some credit cards, in-
side.

Tool grab
Some bandit broke into a wom-

an’s work truck parked on Brighton 

Beach Avenue on July 14 and stole 
tools, according to police.

The woman parked it between 
Seacoast Terrace and Brighton 14th 
Street around 5 pm and left it for 
the night. She came back and found 
someone had broken the lock on the 
rear tailgate and got to her work 
tools. 

The looter grabbed a grinder, 
hand tools, a hand truck, and a drill, 
police said.  — Dennis Lynch

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Two against one
A brute socked one guy in the 

face and then hit another with a 
metal pipe on Avenue V on July 11, 
police said.

The victims were near E. 11th 
Street at 4:30 am when the malefac-
tor threw some green substance on 
the fi rst guy and then started punch-
ing him in the face and ripped his 
metal chain off his neck, according 
to authorities. 

The jerk asked the second guy 
about the contents of his bag and 
then hit him with the pipe. He 
swiped his Samsung Galaxy smart-
phone and yellow metal chain, po-
lice said. Emergency responders 
transported both victims to Coney 
Island Hospital.

Tough teen 
Police cuffed a 15-year-old boy 

who they say threatened another 
adolescent with a kitchen knife on 
Haring Street on July 11 and then 
swiped his backpack and wallet.

The victim was walking near 
Avenue T at 1 pm when the suspect 
blocked his path with his bike, then 
took out the knife and said “Give me 
your chain,” according to authori-
ties. 

The suspect then grabbed the 
victim’s yellow metal chain, black 
wallet, North Face backpack, and 
white headphones, police said. 

Not good
Two jerks threatened a guy with 

a knife and then took his cash on 
Avenue W on July 12, police said.

The victim told police he was 
near E. 29th Street at 3 am when the 
two punks came up to him. One of 
them took out the knife and said, 
“This could go good or bad. Give me 
your s---,” according to authorities. 

The victim handed over $60 when 
the second malefactor stood in his 
way, blocking him from getting 
away. He followed the two jerks and 
threatened to call the cops if they 
didn’t give him back the money, po-
lice said. 

But the nogoodnik holding a 
knife said “if you call the cops I’ll 
hurt you,” and they walked away 
towards Avenue W, according to au-
thorities.  — Julianne Cuba
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Donate blood with other members of  

HALEY’S COMETS
1:30pm - 7:30pm 
Greenhouse Cafe 
7717 Third Ave. 
Busmobile 

EMERGENCY BLOOD DRIVE!

Wednesday,  
JULY 27TH

Haley’s Comets at  
Greenhouse Cafe

Haley Gray understood the importance of helping others. She would explain the importance of giving blood to 
people because she knew first hand that it had sustained her life. A life that was full of happiness, unconditional 
love, laughter, extraordinary courage and bravery. 

NYBC Eligibility Line 1-800-688-0900
www.nybloodcenter.org   
A Photo or Signature ID Required. 
Eat well balanced meals before giving blood. 

PAMPER YOURSELF  
WITH SERVICES SUCH AS:

ANY SPA TREATMENTS

20%
OFF 1502 E 14TH ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11230

347-632-0788 www.NouvelleVieSpa.net

 Botox Cosmetic 
 Juvaderm Fillers
 Microdermabrasion
 Chemical Peels
  Laser SR/SRA Color Correction
  Customized European facials
  Therapeutic &  

Prenatal Massages

  Laser Sublime for Acne 
Scarring, Fine Line & 
facial Contours

  Laser Sublative for  
Wrinkles & Textural 
Irregularities

 Full Body Waxing 
 Eyelash & Brow Tinting

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!!!
Pain Free Laser Hair Removal 

Buy 4 sessions & receive 2 FREE

VelaShape® III (Cellulite Removal,  
Skin Tightening & Body Fat Reduction) 

Buy 3 sessions & receive a FREE facial
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Owl’s Head Park has really 
gone to the dogs!

A pack of more than 12 
impressive pooches over-
ran the Ridge green space for 
the Doggie Shenanigans Dog 
Paw-geant on July 16, wowing 
judges with tricks and feats of 
obedience. A 4-year-old mutt 
Sasafras won best in show 
thanks to her obedience train-
ing, her owner said.

“We were over the moon 
for the rest of the day,” Ridg-
ite Brian Weaver said. “We 
started training her immedi-
ately after we adopted her, so 
I believe that defi nitely played 

a part in the obedience and 
trick category.”

For their trick, Weaver sat 
Sasafras down in the middle 
of the three-dozen people, told 
the pup to stay put, and ran 30 
yards out into the park — then 
gave her a command to come 
and she bolted to him. Their 
obedience demonstration was 
a series of commands including 
heeling, high-fi ves, and “puppy 
pushups” — in which Sasafras 
repeatedly sat up and down.

Four judges also graded ca-
nines on which was the most 
friendly and most unique, and 
the crowd voted on the most 
photogenic.

Sasafras and Weaver won a 
gift basket of healthy dog chow, 
cheesy dog treats, a dried pig 
ear, stuffed animals, tennis 
balls, a ceramic dog bowl, and 
a $15 certifi cate to Paws Truly 
on Third Avenue.

Contest organizers raised 
more than $1,000 for Second 
Chance Rescue and Itty Bitty 
Kitty shelters, according to 
the contest emcee. The shelters 
handed out paperwork at the 
event to folks who were inter-
ested in adopting a pup or cat, 
and the head of the pack called 
it a huge success, both for the 
crowd and for the shelters.

“We had dogs that wooed 

the crowd with their obedi-
ence and dogs that enter-
tained with their lack thereof, 

so it was both a show and just 
really funny” said organizer 
Liam McCabe.

NUMBER-ONE PUP: (Left to right) Jack the Dog shows emcee Liam Mc-
Cabe some love at the dog contest on July 16. Buds: Christine Sisito and 
Barrow compete in the talent show at Owl’s Head Park. Brian Weaver and 
his pooch Sasafras accept a gift basket for winning Best In Show from 
dog pageant emcee and organizer Liam McCabe. Georgine Benvenuto

It’s Howl’s Head Bark!

L E T  O U R  F A M I L Y  H E L P  Y O U R  
F A M I L Y  I N  Y O U R  T I M E  O F  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224  718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple cremation, 
simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment

  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan 
for only $25-$50  
a month
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Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently

operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated its funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same
Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500
11  
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees 
and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 
Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Flushing Bank 
is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

18-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

stringent than the military’s.
“I used to be in the airforce — 

those inspections were easier,” 
said Georgeton, whose Del Rio 
got an  A rating in June . 

Diners are now a losing 
proposition, and Brooklyn’s 
are sure to go the way of Sheep-
shead Bay’s El Greco, which 
 made way for condos in 2014  
after operating for 40 years, he 
said.

“I don’t think there’s gonna 
be any standing in fi ve, 10 years. 
Nobody in their right mind is 
gonna buy a diner and work it. 
Those days are over. They’ll 
knock them down and develop 
them,” said Georgeton.

And landlords salivating over 
developer cash are hiking rents 
— another greasy spoon is al-
most certain to shutter when its 
lease expires, said Gavallas, who 
declined to name the eatery.

“I have a customer in Brook-
lyn, his lease is up in two years 
and they want $30,000 a month 
— he’s paying $14,000 now,” he 
said.

Now, the only sustainable 
models are chains and fran-
chises, Georgeton said.

“I guess the Chipotles, the Fri-
days, and the Outbacks — they’re 
gonna take over,” he said.

Continued from page 2 

DINERS

T he challenger to Assem-

blyman Bill Colton 

(D–Bensonhurst) for 
committeeman in the 47th 
Assembly District claims the 
incumbent is trying to kick 
him off the ballot in order to 
keep Asian Americans out 
of politics, but Democratic 
party operatives say it ain’t 
racism — it’s just politics as 
usual.

Upstart Billy Thai got 
2,200 signatures on his nom-
inating petition, but three 
people have challenged their 
legitimacy with the Board 
of Elections, records show. 
Thai’s camp claims the oper-
atives have ties to the incum-
bent and that Colton “wants 
Chinese out of politics.”

“They really, really don’t 
want Chinese to be on the bal-
lot,” said Thai rep Warren 

Chan. “To try to deny a Chi-
nese is wrong, just plain evil.”

But politicos say chal-
lenging petitions is com-
mon practice — indeed more 
than 120 individuals fi led the 
so-called “records of objec-

tion” for races across Kings 
County, public records show. 
And Colton’s alleged efforts to 
undermine Thai’s campaign 
are less about race and more 
about simply keeping his job, 
another insider said.

“It’s common for incum-
bents within the party organi-
zation to do things like that,” 
said former Bay Ridge com-
mitteeman Ralph Perfetto. 
“I think they don’t want any 
outsiders, period.”

The party would not con-
done marginalizing the bor-
ough’s Chinese community — 

a group ripe for registration 
as Democrats, a spokesman 
for the county machine said.

“We are committed to ex-
panding the franchise, bring-
ing new voters into the Dem-
ocratic party, and reject any 
suggestion to the contrary,” 
said Kings County Democratic 
Party spokesman Bob Liff.

The three who challenged 
Thai’s petitions are Asian 
Americans. But one — who 
works for Colton ally Coun-

cilman Mark Treyger (D–

Coney Island) — couldn’t say 
why her name is on Board of 
Elections documents chal-
lenging Thai’s signatures.

“I don’t know anything 
about him,” said Wah Fung, 
declining to comment further.

• • •
An Arab American will 

run to replace term-limited 
Councilman Vincent Gen-

tile (D–Bay Ridge) in 2017, 
Arab American Association of 
New York director Linda Sar-

sour  told our pals at Brooklyn 
Paper Radio last week . The 
rumored-to-be-running com-

munity leader would not an-
nounce her candidacy, but 
said someone from the com-
munity will make a bid.

“I’m not confi rming that 
I’m running, but I’m also not 
sure that I want to do it right 
now,” said Sarsour. “I will 
confi rm this: Someone who is 
Arab-American is defi nitely 
running in 2017. If it ain’t me, 
it’s defi nitely going to be some-
one from our community.”

No Arab American has 
ever held a seat on Council.

• • •
City records confi rm 

Canarsie pastor Nichol-

son Pierre is challenging 
Brooklyn Democratic party 
boss Frank Seddio for com-
mitteeman in the 59th As-
sembly District and newly 
elected Assemblywoman 

Jaime Williams (D–Ca-

narsie) for her seat in the 
district. We printed the ru-
mor last week before Pierre 
had fi led his ballot petitions, 
but he has since sent them 
off to the Board of Elections, 
records show.

Challenge to Thai’s petitions not 
racism — just politics, insiders say

PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA
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We repair
brains without
major surgery.
What’s there 

to think about?
Neuroscience at Maimonides. 

Our patient outcomes are among 
the best in the nation.

Taking care of your brain is our specialty. Our 
neuroscience team is expert in diagnosing and 
treating brain disorders and injuries. We can repair
damage, remove clots, and deliver medication
and stents directly to the affected part of your
brain—without large incisions or major surgery.

Neuroscience at Maimonides Medical Center.
The best care. Right here.

(718) 635-5555 ■ whymmc.org

pears to be escalating, locals say.
“My store has been in the neighbor-

hood for 12 years, and I’ve never seen it 
this bad,” said Bassle Freij, who runs 
Elegance Alterations and Custom Tai-
loring on 79th Street.

Troublemakers have struck the 
block at least four times this month, 
bashing fl ower pots, breaking light 
fi xtures, and damaging a fence to the 
tune of $250, according to Freij, who 
was the victim of three of the attacks. 
The tailor suspects students on sum-
mer break are the culprits and said in-
cidents like this usually rise with the 
mercury.

Previously, he did not tell police, be-
cause that’s not his style, he said.

“I’m old-school — I’d rather deal 
with these kids myself,” Freij said.

Instead, he complained to Council-
man Vincent Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) 
who, according to Freij, told him he 
was keeping an eye on the matter. 

Vandalism in the neighborhood is 
few and far between, but if the ruffi -
ans’ crime spree intensifi es, Gentile 
will push to bolster security in the 
area, a spokesman said.

Police did not respond to a request 
for comment.

Elsewhere in the neighborhood, ruf-
fi ans have been  uprooting rose bushes 
from parks and private residences .

Continued from cover

VANDALS

before — and prayed for city interven-
tion as recently as July 9, according 
to 311 data — but the motorist says he 
works long hours for the Fire Depart-
ment and can’t be bothered looking for 
a parking spot when he gets home, ac-
cording to Syrdahl.

The felled and forsaken Ford Ex-
plorer “Interceptor Edition” — a 
souped-up version of the sport utility 
vehicle available to police and emer-
gency workers — had a Department 
of Transportation-issued permit al-
lowing the driver to “park in contra-
diction to parking rules when the ve-
hicle is essential to the performance 
of their organizational functions” — 
and a placard that reads “New York 
City Fire Department Explosives Unit: 
This vehicle is on offi cial union busi-

ness,” photos show.
No one was hurt in the act of god, as 

the impious park-job was apparently 
not mortal sin.

GOD’S WRATH: Parishioners believe the 
calamity was the hand of god punishing the 
sinful park-job. Peter Syrdahl

Continued from cover

PARKING

SISYPHEAN SWEEPER: Halal Meat and Grocery Market owner Faruk Yoruk sweeps up after 
someone trashed a fl ower pot on Fifth Avenue. Local business owners say vandalism is a 
constant and growing problem. Photo by Caroline Spivack

UPROOTED: A ruffi an ripped fl owers from a 
Fifth Avenue planter and threw them all over 
the sidewalk on July 18. 
 Photo by Caroline Spivack
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BUY ONE, 
GET ONE FREE

Boardwalk at Denos D. Vourderis Place (W. 12th St.) Coney Island
718-372-2592  •  www.WonderWheel.com

DN

Home of NYC Landmark
Wonder Wheel, 
Since 1920
NYC’s Best Kiddie Park
& Major Thrill Rides
Free Admission, Picnic
Area & Famous Famiglia
Pizzeria

Over 30 Million Riders
Group Outings Welcome
Incredible Views of the
Beach, Boardwalk &
NYC Skyline
Now Serving Nathan's
Hot Dogs and Fries

Bring a friend, with this coupon,
and one admission ticket.  Two
people can ride the XD Dark
Ride and play the game.
Expires Oct 31 2016.  No cash value.  
One coupon per customer per purchase

Present this coupon and receive

��

THE NEWEST RIDE IN CONEY ISLAND!

An air conditioned theater with moving seats and 7D technology!  Fight off the zombies with Real Life ACTION!

ONLY AT

“Best new attraction in Coney Island”– Dan H.
“My boyfriend and I rode four times - always fun” – Diane L.

Being in business now for over 36 years, we have extensive 
experience, and provide high quality monuments at very 
competitive prices.

Our highly qualifi ed staff has helped thousands of 
satisfi ed customers to choose the right monument 
(from our large selection and variety of colors) to meet their 
specifi c needs.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions you might 
have. We speak English, Russian, Hebrew, Hungarian and 
Yiddish.

OPEN: SUN. 9am-5pm, MON.-THUR. 9am-6pm, FRI. 9am-4pm

$55 OFF
With This Ad

Susan & Lara
TEL: 718-615-1007
FAX: 718-615-0662

E-mail: mail@ahminfo.com

www.ahminfo.com

HOLLANDER MONUMENTSHOLLANDER MONUMENTS

The owner’s daughter, Gina Sor-
rentino, says she started caring for 
the home when her mom died. Sor-
rentino lives on far-away Staten Is-
land but claims she is about to clean 
up the three-years vacant house and 
put it on the market.

“I live out of town, the landscap-
ers are coming next week,” said Sor-
rentino. “The house is going on the 
market within the next two weeks.” 

But Sorrentino has been trying 
unsuccessfully for three years to 
sell the rotting home, and its doubt-
ful anyone will buy the mess soon, 
according to Ramos’s neighbor Joyce 
Grunes, Instead, the city must do the 
right thing and clean up the mess, 
because Ramos’s quality of life is se-
riously suffering, Grunes said. 

“She can’t go in her backyard, 
the raccoons are all over the place 
it’s disgusting,” said Grunes, who 
lives down the street. “Why should 
we live like animals? We’re paying 
taxes.”

Continued from page 3 

HOUSE

WHAT AN EYE-SORE: Plants overtake one of several abandoned cars that rot on the lot. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

affecting the stomach, respiratory, 
and nervous systems.

It is impossible to know without 
testing, but the condition does not 
sound like poisoning or rabies, ac-
cording to a veterinarian at the An-
imal Clinic of Marine Park.

“Rabies is much more violent. 
Distemper is not really — just diffi-
cult time walking, seizures. It could 
be distemper, hard to say without 
examining it,” said Dr. Martin Ko-
pel. “Rat poisoning would cause 
bleeding.”

And other authorities on the 
matter agree poison is probably 
out of the question — the other vi-
ral disease, which is not threaten-
ing to humans or vaccinated pets — 
seems more likely, said the owner 
of Kingsway Exterminating in Ma-
rine Park. 

An exterminator agreed, saying 
that the critters are not showing 
the main symptom of poisoning — 
death.

“I doubt very much that it is 
caused by rat poison, because then 
you would just see dead raccoons,” 
said Charles Kourbage. “It is defi-
nitely a possibility that it could be 
distemper.”

The city has not received any re-
ports of rabid or poisoned raccoons 
in the neighborhood, a spokesman 
from the Health Department said. 

“There are no reports of rac-

coons testing positive for rabies in 
Gerritsen Beach. The Health De-
partment has been vaccinating rac-
coons for rabies since 2014, and only 
one raccoon has tested positive for 
rabies in 2016,” he said. “It is un-
likely that a raccoon would have 
consumed bait that was intended 
for and targeting rats. We have no 
reports of raccoons being poisoned 
near construction sites.”

Resident with concerns regard-
ing sick or injured raccoons should 
call 311. For more information on ra-
bies and raccoon prevention, visit the 
 Health Department’s website .

THAT’S WILD: Gerritsen Beachers say they 
have seen more raccoons than usual acting 
strangely. This one just fell over. 
 Kelly McGowan

Continued from page 3 

RACCOONS
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Don’t Delay. Call Today  to schedule your Appointment.

(718) 551-9157
www.USAVascularCenters.com

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214
260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102
Valley Stream, NY 11581

Do you have any of these symptoms?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment 
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive 
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery 

time compared to a hysterectomy.

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)
Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain  in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

Fibroids?

© 2016 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

* An independent clinical study in the US has shown that primax provided a significant improvement in ease of 
listening in demanding listening environments. A newly developed methodology using objective brain behavior 
measures (Electroencephalographic data), showed a significant reduction in listening effort for mild to moderate 

hearing impaired subjects using primax hearing aids in speech-in-noise situations applying advanced features 
such as Narrow Focus and EchoShield.

Everyday retail price for Siemens level 3 primax is $2,895 
each. Sale Price $2,395 each. Offers cannot be combined. 

Excludes previous purchases. Offer expires 7/31/16.

1000$
purchase of a pair of Siemens  
level 3 primax digital hearing aids. OFF

each*

Must have hearing loss. Call for details. Offers 
cannot be combined. Limit one per customer 

per year. Offer expires 7/31/16.

FREE
$25 Dunkin’ Donuts 
Gift Card with FREE  

Hearing Screening.

CCaalll HHeaarrUUSAA toddayy ffoor aa FFRREEE 
DDeemmonsstrattioonn of thhis braand nneeww techhnnoology!

Call Toll Free: 855.203.1173
8115 5th Avenue, Brooklyn

Ashley Marcus, Au.D. 
Doctor of Audiology

Hear your best with

hearing aids!

••  Primax is clinically proven* to make listening to speech  
    and music easy and effortless in every situation.

• New features deliver a fuller and richer sound experience.

•  Available in compact sizes so no one will know  
    you’re wearing them!

TThee NNNEEWWW Sieemmmens primaaxx hheaarinngg aiidss 

iinn eeevvveerryy sittuaatiooon..

ffffffoooooorrrrrr

TTTh  NNEEEW Sieemmmenss prrimaaax 

fffffoooooorrrrrr
evvveeerryy situuaatttioonnniin

DUNKIN’
DONUTS

$25$25

D
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Picture yourself feast-
ing on the freshest lobster, 
drizzled with butter sauce, 
while overlooking a beauti-
ful harbor of fishing boats. 

And it’s all right here in 
Brooklyn.

Nick’s Lobster House 
Restaurant and Fresh 
Seafood Market has been 
bringing a taste of the nau-
tical life to Brooklynites 
since 1955. It is still owned 
and operated by the same 
family, but is now under 
new management.

This year, it underwent 
extensive renovations, in-
cluding new floors that re-
semble wooden planks. Sit 
in the main dining room 
where floor-to-ceiling win-
dows offer waterfront din-
ing, in the comfort of air 
conditioning. Or, dine 
outdoors on the deck, sur-
rounded by so much water 
and sunshine, you’ll feel 
like you’re aboard a ship 
yourself. 

No matter where you 
opt to eat, it’s a staycation 
to remember — ribbons of 
color reflected on the wa-
ter, boats bobbing on the 
horizon, while dining on 
the finest fish, lobster, and 
clams, all delivered fresh 
to the restaurant, six times 
week. 

The lobster is shipped 
from places like Maine, 
Massachusetts, and Nova 
Scotia. You can glimpse 
them swimming in the 
tanks of the seafood mar-
ket, located forward of the 
restaurant. Recently, one 
table of guests devoured a 
14-pounder, steamed to per-
fection.

Incredibly, Nick’s Lob-
ster House Restaurant still 
offers its signature Tues-
day special  — buy one lob-
ster dinner, get one free — 
a bounty for your money 
that is nearly unheard of. 
And it’s all prepared by a 
Culinary Institute-trained 
chef who uses local suppli-
ers whenever possible. 

Additional treasures 
from the sea include crisp, 
fried calamari, served with 
a marinara sauce; sizzling 
baked clams; and a platter 
of steamed mussels, oozing 
with a buttery lemon sauce 
that pleads to be swabbed 
with Nick’s warm Italian 
bread. There’s salmon, 
branzino, crab legs, sword-

fish, and stuffed filet of 
sole, too.

It may be summer, but 
you can still have soup, es-
pecially when it is burst-
ing with delicious clams 
as is Nick’s New England 
clam chowder. The lobster 
bisque arrives with shred-
ded lobster meat bobbing 
across the top of the bowl.  

For those who prefer 
meat with their potatoes, 
there are rib-eye steaks, 
burgers, and chicken 
dishes, too. Just about all 
entrees come with sides 
of spaghetti, French fries, 
baked potatoes, or sautéed 
vegetables.

The history of the res-
taurant dates back to when 
“Big Nick” would sell his 

fresh-caught lobsters right 
off his boat of this same 
marina. Eventually, this 
small business evolved 
into a fish market and then 
a restaurant. 

A private party room of-
fers revelers family-style 
dishes. Packages cost from 
$34.95 to $49.95 per person, 
and include salads, appe-
tizers, pastas, entrees, and 
desserts. 

Yet another room, adja-
cent to the market, features 
three big-screen televisions 
and a bar, the perfect spot 
to indulge in an evening of 
sports, shrimp cocktails, 
chicken wings, and cold 
beer. There also something 
“Big Nick” probably never 
imagined in 1955: a dock 

that’s not for boats — it’s 
a charging station for cell-
phones.

The restaurant has a 
license to serve wine and 
beer, and is in the process 
of getting a full liquor li-
cense. 

Desserts here are deca-
dent. The amaretto truffle 
— four slices of amaretto-
flavored ice cream, rolled 
in diced nuts and chocolate 
chips, with large rosettes 
of whipped cream and 
cherries in between each 
hunk, dribbled in choco-
late sauce — is a creamy, 
crunchy dream. The choco-
late mousse cake is fudge-y, 
rich, and delicious. 

Diner Pamela Delgado, 
a resident of Sheepshead 

Bay, says she’s impressed 
with the food and the am-
biance. It had been quite a 
while since she was here, 
and now that she’s re-vis-
ited, plans to return to 
enjoy such delicious food 
again. 

There’s ample parking 
in front of the restaurant, 
another plus.   

Nick’s Lobster House 
Restaurant and Fresh Sea-
food Market [2777 Flatbush 
Ave. off the 11N exit of the 
Belt Parkway in Marine 
Park, (718) 253–7117, www.
NicksLobsterHouse.com]. 
Open for lunch and dinner, 
Sundays through Thurs-
days, noon–10 pm; and Fri-
days and Saturdays, noon–
11 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Nick’s Lobster House is the perfect summer dining spot
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When you’ve got 90 years of expe-
rience, you know how to throw awe-
some parties.

Their grandparents may have 
started Sirico’s Catering, but two 
cousins, Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep these parties 
going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to 
be done? Your life just got easier 
because everything you need is co-
ordinated by Sirico’s in-house wed-
ding planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get married 
here? Say the word, and the planner 
will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be 
good. With customized menus for 
every taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and food in a 
separate room for the cocktail hour, 
then make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, 
hip, gets the party started, and 
keeps it moving all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will 
be treasured for a lifetime, so Siri-
co’s works with proven photogra-
phers and videographers who make 
sure special moments are captured. 
The beautiful gardens and active 
fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the 
mood and atmosphere, so color-co-
ordinate your event with an LED 
lighting package. It can match your 
wedding colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright blue 

sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because 
Sirico’s party planner has your 
back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where the 
guest of honor can wait with friends 
before the introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the 
place where teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina coladas, straw-
berry daiquiris, and frozen sensa-
tions.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun 
food, customize designed to taste. 
Among the offerings: taco stations, 
a mashed potato bar, and sliders. 
For dessert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, and Siri-
co’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-
house designs and decorations, tai-
lored to teens. Balloon center pieces 
are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls 
for unique needs, and Sirico’s ac-
commodates them all. Whether it’s 
an anniversary, retirement, Com-
munion, Confirmation, corporate 
event, or other special occasion, Sir-
ico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can 
accommodate up to 100, 200, and 300 
people. Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.

between 80th and 81st streets in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.
siricos.net]. Open Tuesdays through 
Sundays, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

Meet Kathleen the last Wednesday of every month 
for your personal reading at

                                      7717 3rd 

You can also host your own party

Question About Love? Family? Career?

KATHLEEN AVINO

About Me About My Readings

Located in Brooklyn 516-225-8054 
 EMAIL 

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT OR MEETING WITH US! 

 

SUMMER DINING
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7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -989 - 8952

Live Music
All Weekend

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

every Monday
and 

Wednesday 8pm. 

Thursdays 8 pm.

COMPLETE LUNCH
Serving from 11:30am to 4pm untill

New York City Restaurant Week

COMPLETE DINNER

$29
Per person +
tax & gratuity

Choice Of Appetizer
Zuppa De Mussels
French Onion Soup
Eggplant Rolletini

Choice Of Entree
Roast Loin Of Pork
Burger Deluxe
Boneless Chicken Breast
Stuffed Rack Of Pork
Half Semi-Boneless
        Roasted Chicken
Shrimp Scampi
Salmon Filet
Penne Ala Vodka
Boneless Shell Steak 
Filet Mignon 
Rack Of Lamb 
Lobster Tails 
Roasted Long Island Duck
Broiled Filet Of Sole

Soup Du Jour
Grand Caesar Salad
House Salad
Fried Calamari
Baked Clams 
Shrimp Cocktail
Desserts
Chocolate Mousse
Brownie Overload
Apple Strudel
Chocolate Mousse Pie
Cheesecake
Ice Cream Sundae
Chocolate  Cheesecake
Fresh Fruit Plate
Tiramisu
Coffee or Tea

All entrees served w/potato or rice & fresh vegetables

Choice Of Appetizer
Zuppa De Mussels
French Onion Soup
Eggplant Rolletini
Soup Du Jour

Choice Of Entree
Sautéed Shrimp Scampi
Boneless Chicken Breast
Roast Loin Of Pork
Broiled Tilapia
Rigatoni Broccoli Rabe 
Penne Ala Vodka
Seafood Linguini
Café Margarita
Steak Sandwich

Grand Caesar Salad
House Salad
Fried Calamari
Baked Clams 
Shrimp Cocktail

Desserts
Lemon Sherbet
Chocolate Mousse
Brownie
Rainbow Sherbet 
Vanilla Ice Cream
Cheesecake
Chocolate Ice Cream
Fresh Fruit Plate
Apple Strudel

Coffee or Tea

$42 Per person +
tax & gratuity

2003 Emmons Ave. 

718.332.6064

OUTDOOR DINING ACROSS 

THE WATER FRONT

SUMMER LUNCH/DINNER SPECIAL
SOFT SHELL CRABS

NEXT DOOR
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Dining Across the Waterfront

Elegant 
Presentation
Quality 
Ingredients
Impeccable 
Service
Unparalleled 
Taste

www.NextDoorBrooklyn.com

2005 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn

Summer Dining Lunch and Dinner Specials

SUMMER DINING
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We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

Free delivery 5–10:30 p.m.

Late Night Menu til 1 a.m.

718-238-0030

SUNDAYS & MONDAYS TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS

SATURDAYSFRIDAYSTHURSDAYS

DRINK & APPETIZER 
SPECIALS ALL DAY

PRE FIXE MENU $2995

SOUP OR SALAD
18 OZ. N.Y. STRIP STEAK

DESSERT, COFFEE

HAPPY HOUR 5–8PM

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB NIGHT

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS
PITCHER’S OF SANGRIA OR 

MARGARITAS $15

NEW DINNER
SPECIALS

EVERY WEEK

FOR
PRIVATE 
PARTIES

CALL
718-238-9260 

ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

Hours
Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm

See menu @ 
www.AtlasSteak.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS
B8Transportation Q B

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food
Impeccable Service

Rave Reviews

F To
18 Ave.

Now
Serving

Enjoy Premium Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 
Prepared To Perfection 

For A Classic Steakhouse Experience.

Live Entertainment
THURSDAYS

Guitar Nite 6pm - Close
FRIDAYS

Saxophone Nite 7pm - Close

APPETIZERS  SOUPS  ENTREES  DESSERTS

Catering for all occasions
Closed Mondays for the Summer

www.giacomopizza.com

7902 3rd Ave, Bay Ridge | (718) 439-6993

“Home of the Nutella Calzone”
WOOD FIRED PIZZA & TRATTORIA

Try our All New Grandma Pizza
& Square Pie

Family Meal 
Larger Pie
10 Garlic Knots 
Garden Salad
Liter Soda

$22.95

Family Dinner
Half tray Penne Vodka 
or Penne Pomodoro
10 Garlic Knots 
Garden Salad

$23.95

We
Deliver

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

SUMMER DINING
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A Sunday Brunch Tradition
Saturday – Sunday from 11 am to 3 pm

Enjoy a sumptuous spread featuring 
omelettes, pancakes, waffles & crêpes. 

FREE mimosa with entree.

943 Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230
646-494-7227

OMELET
& Coffee or Tea or Orange Juice

 (Turkey bacon, onions, Emmental cheese, served with roasted potatoes)

 (Tomatoes, onions, Greek feta, black olives, fresh basil, served with roasted potatoes)

 (Omelet wrapped with creamy spinach, mushrooms and cheese, served with roasted potatoes)

 (Tomatoes, sweet peppers, onions, turkey bacon, fresh mozzarella, served with roasted potatoes)

CRÊPES/WAFFLES
& Coffee or Tea or Orange Juice

    (Classic crepe with nutella: choices of toppings (pineapple, mixed berries, banana or strawberries)

BENEDICT & CAESAR SALAD 
& Cocktail of Your Choice 
& Coffee or Tea or Orange Juice

 (Poached eggs, spinach hollandaise sauce, served on English muffin with roasted potatoes)

 (Poached eggs, smoked salmon hollandaise sauce, served on English muffin with roasted potatoes)

 (Poached eggs, short ribs, hollandaise sauce, served on English muffin with roasted potatoes)

$13.99
special

$13.99
special

$18.00
special

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

FO

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

718-833-0800 
Call for Reservations • 7201 8th Avenue, Brooklyn
www.NewCornerRestaurant.com • Open 7 Days

PRIVATE PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR NEXT SPECIAL OCCASION

Cocktail Lounge • Take Out Orders • Major Credit Cards Accepted
Play N.Y.S. Lottery & Quick Draw

8

$$26.9526.95**
DINNER SPECIAL

Monday - Wednesday 3pm to 10pm
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

$16.75
LITE LUNCH

$21.75**
LUNCH SPECIAL

Monday - Saturday 12pm to 3pm
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

FEEL GOOD THURSDAYS

Join Us For “FISH FRIDAYS”

7 Course Dinner

FEEL GOOOOOOODDDDD T

77$31.0031.00**
JJJJJJJJJJooinn UUss Fo
$29.00 4 Course Fish Dinners

4 Course Lobster Dinners

22999.000000002222999...00000000 44

4444$32.0032.00
$$ $$

JJJJJJJJJ
$$$

FF

$$$

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA

E O H R AYTTTTTF

*

Voted Top 5Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York
Italian Cuisine, Seafood & ChopsItalian Cuisine, Seafood & Chops

Schnitzel Haus

10% OFF
all entrees 
w/coupon

 Brooklyn’s Only Authentic German 
Restaurant With a large selection of 

German and Belgian Beirs

LIVE MUSIC
Friday & Saturday

PRIME BIB NIGHTEVERY THURSDAY
What do 

Grooms love?  
Bride, Brats, Beer!  

Have your Rehearsal dinner with us

Rated

ALL YOU CAN EAT
Bavarian Buffet

Wednesday  5-9pm
$14.95 p.p.

WORKING MAN’S SPECIAL 

$10 Entrees
Mon-Thurs 4-7pm

1/2 Price Draft Beer

SchnitzelHausNY.com

n 
oofffff  

HOME OF
DAS BOOT!

SUMMER DINING
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Free Delivery 11am–11pm 
($15 minimum depending on location)

TURKISH RESTAURANT
2623 East 16 St, Brooklyn 

Order Online at www.mygyro.com

Open 7 Days a Week 11am–midnight

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS:

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT 
RATED 
EXCELLENT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU & MARKET PRICES ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE MUSSELS

99¢
LB.

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE LOBSTERS
1 1/4 LB. EACH

3  $3F
O
R 3 

OPEN 7 DAYS: 7AM-9:30PM  FRIDAY/SATURDAY 7AM-10:30PM

SUMMER DINING
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WALLABOUT 

Long-time advocate for economic de-
velopment Albert C. Wiltshire (inset 
below, left) was honored for his decades of 
service when the Brooklyn Navy Yard 

named its on-site job facility the Albert 

C. Wiltshire Employment Center. 
Albert’s legacy of mentoring and pro-

viding community members with local 
employment opportunities will live on 

and continue to help fi nd jobs for those 
in need. For the past 15 years the cen-
ter has placed more than 2,000 people in 
quality jobs. 

For more than 35 years, Albert served 
the Navy Yard in a range of capacities, 
including as president, director, and 
vice chairman of the board of directors, 
said Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen. 

“The Brooklyn Navy Yard would not 
be what it is today without Al’s leader-
ship,” she said.

David Ehrenberg, president and 
chief executive offi cer of the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, called the honoree a true 

public servant and community leader.
“He embodies the spirit and mis-

sion of the Yard’s Employment Center 
to connect community members with 
high-quality employment opportuni-
ties,” he said.

Albert was touched by the plaudit 
that will keep giving.

“I am humbled and grateful for the 
honor and the love shown to me,” he 
said. “My service to the Yard was a labor 
of love and never about recognition.”

Albert now has a Standing O to add 
to his accolades!

Brooklyn Navy Yard Building [63 
Flushing Ave. in Fort Greene; (718) 
907-5932].

BOROUGH WIDE

Golden anniversary!
Cheers to Pastosa Ravioli for cele-

brating its 50th year of providing Italian 
specialties and the best ravioli around 
— Standing O’s personal favorite is the 
home-made fusilli!

In the past half century, Pastosa Rav-
ioli has grown from a Brooklyn land-
mark to a household name throughout 
the fi ve boroughs and beyond.

Joseph Ajello, the current owner 
and grandson of Anthony Ajello, and 
his siblings are planning on meeting 
future demands with new products and 
additional locations. 

“It is exciting to think of what the fu-

ture has in store for Pastosa Ravioli,” he 
said. “The Pastosa Ravioli name has al-
ways meant a lot to us as a family and 
our reputation, and we are very proud 
to carry on what our grandfather and fa-
ther worked so hard to build.” 

Standing O is excited, too, and says, 
“Wishing you another 50 years of mak-
ing the best pasta and ravioli!”

Pastosa Ravioli [7425 New Utrecht 
Ave., (718) 236–9615; and 5223 Avenue 
N, (718) 258–1002].

BAY RIDGE 

Announcements!
Congratulations to Tom Burns — 

the new boys’ varsity basketball coach 
at Xaverian High School.

Bob Alesi, president of Xaverian 
said the school community was incred-
ibly fortunate that what could have been 
a diffi cult decision was anything but 
that. 

“Tommy’s dedication and commit-
ment to not only the athletes playing 
basketball, but each and every student 
in the building are the most fundamen-
tal reasons that Xaverian’s program has 
always been so successful,” he said.

Standing O wishes long-time coach 
Jack Alesi good luck on his retirement: 
Kick back and enjoy!

Xaverian High School (7100 Shore 
Rd. at 71st Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–7100].

• • •

BENSONHURST

The Federation of Italian Ameri-

can Organizations is offering a soccer 

clinic for children under 6 years of age, 
every Sunday at 10 am during July, and 
the best part is that the clinics are free! 

Verrazano Sports Complex at 
Calvert Vaux Park [Shore Parkway 
and Bay 46th Street in Bensonhurst,  
Sara Gambino (718) 259–2828].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

DYKER HEIGHTS 

The class of 1966 celebrated its 50th 
reunion on June 17 at New Corner 

Restaurant in Bay Ridge. 
The students, who shared their 

wonder years together at St. Ephrem 

grammar school, met and shared old 
times, new times, and everything in 
between. 

John Dunne, the pilot of the re-
union, and Standing O pal Kathie 

Addeo Bistreich made the arrange-

ments to commemorate the golden an-
niversary and managed to track down 
the classmates, including Paul Ma-

rino, Kevin Thompson, Bob Pesce, 

Ed Reilly, Vito Ferrante, Jim 

Cozzo, Dennis Nunziato, Richard 

Abbazio, Michael Montemurro, 

Jim Lyons, Rudy Zubikowski, Ken 

Starace, Jim Tully, Careen Reed 

O’Connor, Linda Plona McMillan, 

Clare O’Brien Doyle, Teresa Faraci 

Smith, Karen Johnsen White, Mar-

guerite Mauriello Basti, Ellen Diff-

endale Carlson, Marianne Thomp-

son McAllister, Gail Whelan Reilly, 

Marie Aikens McCave, Cathy 

Culkin Martin and Barbara Paul 

Murphy.

“Many of us had not seen or spoken 
to each other in 50 years,” Kathie told 
Standing O. “We had a wonderful time 
catching up.”

St. Ephrem grammar school Ad-
dress [7415 Fort Hamilton Pkwy. at 
74th Street in Dyker Heights, (718) 833–
1440].

Service and dedication honored

Reuniting with that old gang of mine

BOROUGH WIDE

Outward bound!
Flip those fi ns for local teen 

Isabella Roussel. 
The adventurous teen com-

pleted a summer expedition to 
Panama with Outward Bound 

Costa Rica. The 14-day course 
taught the intrepid diver how to 
scuba dive in coral reefs and pro-
tect the endangered sea turtles. 

She also had the opportunity 
to explore the culture and wild-
life of Costa Rica.  

“My best memory was work-
ing with the baby turtles because 
it made me feel like I was making 
a difference,” Isabella said.

Along with other teens, Isa-
bella travelled to the island of So-
larte in the Bocas del Toro Archi-
pelago in Panama. While there 
she completed and passed the Na-

tional Association of Under-

water Instructors Open Water 

Certifi cation training, and is 
now a certifi ed scuba diver. 

Isabella and her group also 
participated in a once-in-a-life-
time night dive through the bio-
luminescent waters surround-
ing the mangrove islands. The 
course also included a multi-day 
service project at San San Pond 
Sak, wetlands located on the Ca-
ribbean coast of Panama. 

Outward Bound Costa Rica’s 
programs are awesome, said Jim 

Rowe, executive director.
“They create environments 

that allow for personal and lead-
ership development through chal-
lenges, group effort and cross-cul-
tural understanding,” he said.

The organization, founded in 
1991, provides adventure-based 
wilderness experiences and ac-
tivities, including backpacking, 
rafting, kayaking, surfi ng, rap-
pelling, and scuba diving, as well 
as cultural experiences such as 
homestays with local families.

Standing O says, “Welcome 
back, and thank you for the tur-
tles.”

WHAT A REUNION: Members of the 1966 graduating class at St. Ephrem grammar school met at New Corner Restaurant to share old 
times and celebrate their 50th reunion. 
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If you experience any degree 
of knee pain or discomfort, 
Call today and start living 
your life pain free!

3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)
Monday–Friday 9am–7pm • Saturday 9am–2pm

Most Insurances Accepted • Auto & Work Injuries

718.769.2521 • www.HQBK.com

Our comprehensive treatment program promotes a fast, safe, return to health

QTrain:

B3, B44, B36

NEUROLOGY • PAIN MANAGEMENT • SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
ORTHOPEDICS • CHIROPRACTIC CARE • PHYSICAL THERAPY/ REHABILITATION 

ENHANCES HEALING BY
• Stimulating tissue healing

• Enhancing lymphatic function

• Increasing blood fl ow to the affected 
area

• Optimizing lymphatic drainage

• Helping to reduce pain and swelling

• Enabling natural muscle contraction

BENEFITS
• Clinically proven performance

• Better patient care experience

• Reduces pain and swelling without 
medications

• Enhanced comfort and ease of use

• Optimal circumferential coverage and 
surface contact

• Easy-to-apply wraps

Back, Neck, Knee Pain
We combine state-of-the-art techniques 

with traditional modalities to help 
patients recover faster.

COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE - FROM HEAD TO TOE
• Ankle 

• Knee

• Shoulders

• Back

• Hip/groin

• Wrist

• Hand

• Boot 

• Flex and 
elbow

MRI
ON PREMISES

A HOLISTIC & PAIN FREE
APPROACH TO HEALING

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY
REHAB

Cost: Covered by most insurance 
plans including medicare

Risk: No known side effects

Pain: Little to none

Recovery: Immediate

SURGERY
Cost: Deductible, Co-pay, 
Medication, Time off work

Risk: Complications, Poor outcome, 
Addiction to pain medications

Pain: Can be severe for months

Recovery: Monthly years

VS

Conditions we treat include:
• Arthritis
• Auto Injuries & Whiplash
• Back & Neck Pain
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
• Headaches
• Knee & Ankle Injuries
• Muscle Strains
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Post-operative Rehabilitation
• Sacroliac Injuries
• Scoliosis
• Shoulder Pain
• Sports Injuries
• Stroke
• Rehabilitation
• Work-related Injuries

the closures were worth the trouble.
The temporary inconvenience is wel-

come if it means a better commute in the 
future, a rider said.

“Hey, if they’re shutting it down for 
good reason, that’s okay,” said Rosa-
bel Rodriguez, who uses the so-called 
“Rarely” on her commute from the 
Bronx to Sunset Park’s Sixth Avenue.

But another rider doesn’t want to 
suffer six months of service changes 
just so she can charge her phone while 
she waits around for a train, she said.

“That’s gonna mess up my com-
mute,” said Bronxite Brandy Smith, 
who comes to Sunset Park for nursing 
school. “I charge my phone daily. No 

way — not six months just to charge 
my phone in the train station.”

Offi cials also announced the transit 
authority will purchase 1,000 new sub-
way cars — many of which will link 
together using accordion-like connec-
tions found on the agency’s Select Bus 
Service in order to “create longer, open 
spaces, allowing for greater passenger 
fl ow movement and increasing capac-
ity,” transit honchos said. The author-
ity will also install canopies above 
station entrance stairwells, screens 
displaying service updates above the 
stairs, and a neighborhood map out-
side each entrance, offi cials said.

The authority will put the R train 
project out to bid this week and will 
look for contractors for the other 28 
stations over the next year, agency 
reps said.

Continued from page 2 

SUBWAY

NO NEED TO SWIPE: Countdown clocks and informational displays will give riders outside 
the turnstiles a better idea of what to expect down at the tracks. Governor’s Offi ce

DONATE STUFF.

CREATE JOBS.

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER,  

GO TO GOODWILL.ORG 
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
The night was unforgettable.

Loyal U2 fans rocked out 
to tribute band Unforgettable 
Fire as Aviator Sports and 
Events Center turned Ma-
rine Park turned into a dis-
cothèque on July 15 for its 
summer concert series. And 
one fan said he had found 
what he was looking for — 
the four-piece band looked 
and sounded so much like the 
real deal it made ohim feel as 
if he were in the presence of 
Bono, The Edge, and those 
other two guys.

“It was wonderful. They 
looked like the group, sounded 
the group,” said Canarsian 
Anthony Anderson. “The 
sound quality alone was excel-
lent, if you closed your eyes, 
you would have thought you 
were at a U2 concert. And each 
member actually looks like a 
real U2 member — Bono, The 
Edge.”

Anderson, a soldier in the 
United States Army, was per-
suaded by a friend and long-
time U2 fan to come see the 
band as soon as he got back 

from his tour in Afghanistan 
a little less than a year ago — 
and it was an easy sell because 
he and his buddies jam out to 
the Irish rockers whenever 
they have free time, said An-
derson.

“When we are in Afghani-
stan we play their music. We 
play Queen’s ‘Bohemian Rhap-
sody’ we sing songs, we sing 
U2,” he said. “I relate to their 
music.”

And another loyal fan who 
took the song title “I Will Fol-
low” literally traveled from 
distant New Jersey to see the 
band for nearly his 30th time, 
he said.

“I love that band. We’ve 
been following them for like 
fi ve or six years. They are the 
best thing,” said Ryan Mur-
doch. “I just love them, want 
to see them again.” 

It was the group’s fi rst time 
at Aviator, but faithful fans 
made it feel like a sort of home-
coming, said lead singer Tony 
Russo, who plays Bono.

“Our die-hard fans showed 
up, we have a good contin-
gency of fans,” he said. “It was 
a fun time, it was our fi rst time 
there and they just started do-
ing bands outside. It turned 
out to be a great night.”

They’ll play an encore show 
on Sept. 9.

“Aviator Summer Music 

Series” at Aviator Sports and 
Events Center [3159 Flatbush 
Ave. in Floyd Bennett Field in 

Marine Park, (718) 758–7500, 
www.aviatorsports.com]. May 
20 to Sept. 16. $10–$25.

Cover band rocks Aviator’s summer concert series

BELTING IT OUT: Lead singer Tony Russo from Unforgettable Fire, a U2 
tribute band, performs at Aviator Sports and Events Center.  
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

DANCING BUDDIES: Anthony An-
derson and Ryan Murdoch enjoy 
the music from U2 tribute band 
Unforgettable Fire. 

With or without U2

natural born 
musician
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
31k miles, Stk#24402

$18,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 



COURIER LIFE, JULY 22–28, 2016 33  B GM BR

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Selection
at Major World
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Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide

HELP WANTED
Medical Office/ Front Desk
Busy medical office in 
Sheepshead Bay seeks a front 
desk person.  
Bilingual English / Spanish A+.

Please fax resumes to 718-646-1911

Insurance Department / 
Medical Billing Collections
Busy medical office in Sheepshead Bay seeks 
experienced individual to join our team for 
billing collections. Experience with workers 
compensation & no fault insurance A+.

HELP WANTED

Please fax resumes to 718-646-1911

Dear Sam, 

The pressure you’re putting me under is too much.  

I QUIT!  
Sincerely,

 

Your Heart

Don’t let your heart quit on you. If you are living with high blood pressure, just knowing and doing 
the minimum isn’t enough. Uncontrolled high blood pressure could lead to stroke, heart attack or death.

Get yours to a healthy range before it’s too late. Find out how at heart.org/BloodPressure

Check. Change. 
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*  APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Introductory APR for new cardholders on new purchases and balance transfer is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% 

(Classic) based on your creditworthiness–these post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. 

than $2.00 or more than $30.00 and is 3% of the amount advanced but not less than $1.00 or more than $30.00 for Classic. If interest is charged the minimum 

periodic interest charge is $0.50. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

  REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 13.40% APR* 

  No penalty rate increases  
 for late payment

  No Annual Fees

  No Balance Transfer Fees

GREAT RATES.
 NO WORRIES.

THE WORRY-FREE VISA ® CARD FROM MCU!

6 Month Introductory Rates

TO

Apply today at  
nymcu.org!

3.9%*
 5.9%*

APR APR

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu
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ADVERTORIAL

Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. 
The following are a few tips 
each of those groups of trav-
elers can employ to ensure 
the roads stay safe for ev-
eryone.

Cyclists

same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit 
their vehicles and do not 

or cyclists. You can be hit 
by a swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or 

your presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

child) if it is not designed to 
do so. Riding on the handle-
bars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

or headphones while cy-
cling. You want all of your 
senses to be available to 
avoid accidents.

-
ers’ blind spots so you’ll be 
more visible.

could injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped be-
fore crossing the road or 

not pulled out into traffic.

pedestrians running to 
catch a bus or stepping out 
into traffic after exiting a 
bus. Remember, there will 
be another bus behind the 
one you’re chasing and safe-
ty is more important.

-
ing at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
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To the editor,
I was sad to find out that the Del 

Rio Diner on Kings Highway is clos-
ing on July 25. When I asked some-
one there why, I was told that deliv-
eries became much too expensive to 
continue operations. 

This was an excellent diner, and 
I know of only a couple other diners 
remaining in the area, including Ve-
gas. 

It’s a shame that we are losing 
these types of establishments.

Ronald Cohen
Gravesend

To the editor,
If Joanna DelBuono wants a 

uniter, then she should ask people to 
vote for one in November (“Jo keeps 
on watching the watchers, and she 
doesn’t like what she sees,” Not for 
Nuthin’, July 8).

One only need to read the people’s 
opinion letters in various publica-
tions to see how divided the coun-
try is on race issues; Barack Obama 
should be proud of himself.

We the people must take control, 
stop the bloodshed, and obey the law.

Elected officials must also follow 
the law. Amendment I clearly states: 
“Congress shall make no law…
abridging…the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of 
grievances.”  I repeat “peaceably…
assemble.”

 Instead of peaceful demonstra-
tions, criminals have burned neigh-
borhoods, looted stores and mur-
dered cops, while elected officials 
have tethered law enforcement. In 
cases where officials don’t tether law 
enforcement, the Department of Jus-
tice conducts ludicrous civil rights 
inquiries.

There is overwhelming evidence 
that the current divide has been cre-
ated by the White House. Consider 
that Obama sent former Attorney 
General Eric Holder to fan the flames 
of violence in Ferguson, while the 
White House urged Missouri Gov. 
Jay Nixon to tether the National 
Guard, a pro-criminal stance that 
has spread to other American cities.

Mayor Bill DeBlasio and Balti-

more’s Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake have tethered law enforcement, 
resulting in destruction, looting, in-
juries, and the fatal shooting of two 
NYPD cops.

Obama’s disdain for law enforce-
ment was evident in his recent eu-
logy for the five officers murdered 
in Dallas, when he cited himself doz-
ens of times, gave credence to Black 
Lives Matter, and promoted self-serv-
ing policies.

If we follow the thinking of John 
Adams that “Our Constitution was 
made only for a moral and religious 
people,” then our Constitution no lon-
ger applies because we do not have a 
moral and lawful government.

This divide can be greatly mini-
mized when voters weed out the cur-
rent cesspool of elected officials and 
replace them with honest American 
leaders. They can begin on Nov. 8 and 
continue the process until we have 
a reasonably moral government. 
Whether or not the bloodshed con-
tinues is up to the voters because a 
crook in colorful pantsuits is not the 
answer. Elio Valenti

Brooklyn

To the editor,
We  can agree to disagree. How-

ever, the facts will always be the facts. 
And negative history is destined to 
repeat itself if not corrected. There-
fore, your editorial stating President 
Obama has divided this country in-
stead of uniting it, is not a factual or 
honest view of the problems facing 
our country. And until we as “one 
America” face the problems with 
truthfulness  (real soul searching), 
history will continue to repeat itself 
with continued negative results. 

President Obama at the memo-
rial tribute for the five brave police 
officers’ wake made that point, as he 
mourned them all.  However, he asked 
us all where do we go from here? Do 
we continue as before or do we move 
forward together in a positive direc-
tion as “One America?” This is the 
heartfelt speech I heard of unity.

You mentioned, “All lives matter 
Mr. President.” Black Lives Matter 
isn’t saying all lives don’t matter. It’s 
a fact that whites in America have 
lived lives of entitlement, status, and 
privilege in comparison to people of 
color. From slavery’s pain and its in-
sult to their humanity, the Civil War, 
the Jim Crow freedom reversals in the 
south 1877, and the civil rights move-
ment, blacks have fought to be rec-
ognized as equal to anyone living in 

America. Blacks helped build these 
United States, fought and died in ev-
ery war declared, freeing others in 
other countries who were held in the 
horrors of bondage, only to return 
home and made to sit in the back of the 
bus, drink from the colored fountains, 
forced to sit in the balcony at a movie, 
and hung, robbed, beaten, raped. 

The southern white churches 
turned a blind eye to the mass hated. 
Then as now, blacks are still in the 
bondage of hate and mistrust. Back 
Lives Matter is standing up and 
loudly saying enough is enough. 
That they are human beings, equal 
and valuable, then as now, no longer 
willing to be quiet, accepting what’s 
handed to them.

The summer of 1991, a  7-year-old 
boy named Gavin Cato was hit and 
killed by a rabbi’s limo, as he and his 
little cousin rode their bikes on the 
sidewalk in Crown Heights. A Hat-
zolah ambulance  refused to take 
the child to Kings County Hospital. 
Gavin’s little body had to wait for a 
city ambulance for aid. Several days 
later, a 29-year-old Jewish student 
from Australia named Yankel Rosen-
baum was stabbed in retaliation for 
Gavin’s death. After Yankel’s brother 
Norman’s long battle for justice, the 
verdict ended in an acquittal for the 
defendant, 16-year-old Lemerick  Nel-
son, Jr.  In his anger Norman yelled 
out, “Jewish blood is not cheap.”

His words then are the same now 
for Black Lives Matter, which isn’t 
taking anyone’s value or rights away, 
but asking for human equality.

Joanna, you ended your editorial 
comment stating, “It really is time for 
the race rhetoric to end.” It isn’t rhet-
oric when it continues to surround 
you. You have never ever walked in 
their shoes nor would you ever want 
to. I am sure you have enjoyed all of 
the perks of entitlement bestowed. My 
challenge to you during a quiet mo-
ment when time is not an issue, is to 
sit down, close your eyes, and think of 
all the things you know are true. Be 
honest.

What are blacks shut out of in 2016? 
Finding jobs, salaries of value,  trying 
to buy a home and being told it’s sold, 
but you find out a white couple was 
able to view the same home after you 
and submit an offer. You are followed 
in stores because they think you are 
stealing, being pulled over while driv-
ing because you are driving a nice car 
(you must be a drug dealer). Just re-
cently a black couple wanted to make 
a reservation at an Airbnb. They were 

told there was nothing available, so 
they asked their white friends  to 
make a reservation, and they received 
the room for the week the black couple 
had requested. 

Black, white, brown, red, yellow, 
or multi — enough is enough in our 
“One America,” Joanna. Peace be 
with you. D. Justin

Canarsie

To the editor,
There is a song from “Fiddler on 

the Roof” that goes something like 
this: “If you’re rich, people think 
you’re smart.” 

The fact is no one knows how 
much money Donald Trump lost in 
his business deals, compared to how 
much money he earned. The bottom 
line for me is that he has the backing 
of the Ku Klux Klan, the American 
Nazi party, and other hate groups. 

Whatever one wants to say about 
Hillary Clinton, she does not have 
people like this on her side. Think 
about that when you vote in Novem-
ber. David Raisman

Bay Ridge

To the editor,
Someone please tell Hillary to 

hang up her long-sleeved woolen 
suits and dress for the weather. She 
looks like she’s dressed for Alaska. 

Short sleeves? Floral print? Sum-
mery print? Jeez, she needs a cos-
tume designer. Joan Applepie

Mill Basin

To the editor,
So another Clinton has an inci-

dent on the tarmac at an airport. 
What a coincidence.

Wow, I remember back in 1996 
when Hillary was met with sniper 
gunfire, when the plane she was in 
landed in Bosnia, but later she said 
she misspoke and it really never hap-
pened. Now Bill just happened to meet 
Attorney General Loretta Lynch in 
Phoenix on the tarmac, where appar-
ently he just talked about his grand-
kids and some other idle chit-chat.

Someday he might realize he 
also misspoke about the casual, un-
planned meeting, like his wife did. I 
can see him now shaking his finger 
and saying, “I did not plan to see  that 
woman Loretta Lynch, and I never 
talked about Hillary’s legal prob-
lems!” Peter G. Orsi

Marine Park

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

hen I went to Columbia 
Journalism School in 
1985, we were taught 

that good journalism “com-
forts the afflicted and afflicts 
the comfortable.”

Sydney Schanberg life’s 
work embodies that motto.

Schanberg passed away 
this weekend, and the peril-
ous craft of investigative jour-
nalism has lost yet another of 
its finest.

He’s best known for his 
courageous war-zone report-
ing from Cambodia during the 
fall of Phonm Penh in 1975 and 
his chronicling of the savage 
genocide by Pol Pot and the 
Khmer Rouge. He won a Pulit-
zer for that but, more impor-
tantly, he showed the world an-
other side of himself through 
his close relationship with his 
interpreter, Dith Pran.

Schanberg and Pran saved 
each other’s lives during this 
period and forged a bond that 
was chronicled in Schanberg’s 
best-selling book “The Death 
and Life of Dith Pran.”

That book made it to the big 
screen (“The Killing Fields”) 
and the relationship between 
Schanberg and Dith, played by 
Sam Waterston and Dr. Haing 

S. Ngor, was witnessed by mil-
lions who learned of this bru-
tal episode in history.

Schanberg was a prickly, 
hard-bitten journalist who 
didn’t suffer fools. When he 
returned from Cambodia, he 
was on the fast track at the 
New York Times: first as met-
ropolitan editor and then as 
an op-ed columnist, covering 
metro matters. A column in 
the Times is generally akin 
to an appointment to the Su-

preme Court — you either re-
tire or die in that post.

But Sydney Schanberg 
wasn’t your typical columnist 
and he wasn’t your typical 
Timesman. He always spoke 
truth to power, going after ra-
pacious developers like Don-
ald Trump and Harry Mack-
lowe, and shining a light on 
other miscreants in Gotham.

His unrelenting criticism 
of the Times coverage of West-
way, a controversial waterfront 
road project that will forever 
be linked to Donald Trump, ul-
timately led to his demise. He 
was unceremoniously dumped 
from the op-ed page and he be-
came a media wanderer for the 
next few decades.

I got to know Schanberg in 
1985 at the Times when I inter-
viewed to be his assistant. We 
had a candid conversation, he 
seemed to like me and I walked 
out feeling good about my pros-
pects. And then a phone call 
from him came two days later. 
“I’m not going to hire you,” 
were the disarmingly candid 
words he uttered. “But I’d like 
you to freelance for me and do 
research for some of my inves-
tigative columns, okay?”

Sure, I replied, and we vowed 

to get together in a few weeks to 
discuss this potential gig. 

It never happened, however, 
because shortly thereafter his 
column was discontinued.

Fast forward 15 years later 
and I was the publisher and 
co-owner of a group of weekly 
newspapers in Manhattan. I 
had an idea to start a political 
weekly newspaper titled “City 
Hall.” I was looking for a high-
profile editor. I called Sydney 
Schanberg. He was available 
and he liked my idea.

For the next few months 
we worked together on the pa-
per. He was happy to create a 
hard-hitting publication that 
would shine a light on malfea-
sance in city government. He 
mocked up a number of front 
pages and interior sections in 
pencil, all with creative ideas 
and biting sensibility. This 
was in August of 2001. We 
planned a launch date of Octo-
ber that year.

But alas, the Twin Tow-
ers came tumbling down a few 
weeks later and it was not a pro-
pitious time to launch a newspa-
per in lower Manhattan, where 
the air still reeked of 9-11.

Sydney Schanberg grace-
fully told me that he under-

stood our poor timing and 
that he was going to move on, 
but to keep in touch if we ever 
wanted to re-visit the City Hall 
newspaper idea.

I eventually was able to 
launch that newspaper in 2006, 
five years later, incorporating 
some of Sydney’s ideas and zeal 
for covering government.

And now, as I plan the 10th 
anniversary issue and gala 
for the publication we first 
conceived in 2001 (now called 
“City and State”), comes word 
of Sydney Schanberg’s death 
at 82, of a heart attack.

I hope that his passing can 
be a lesson to all of us who toil 
in media that we can give in 
to the better angels of our na-
ture and be more like Sydney 
Schanberg. His reporting from 
Cambodia, his extraordinary 
friendship with Dith Pran, his 
tough-nosed columns about 
New York’s rogues gallery of 
characters, they all added up 
to an extraordinary career.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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he Republican National 
Convention started Mon-
day night. And out of all 

the comments that could have 
been said this is the one that 
got the most airtime on my 
social media sites: “Melania 
Trump stole Michelle Obama’s 
speech.”

According to these intellec-
tual giants out there in Twit-
ter and Facebook land, Mela-
nia stole Michelle’s speech 
word for word. Okay folks, you 
are absolutely correct.

Melania Trump: 
“From a young age, my par-

ents impressed on me the val-
ues that you work hard for 
what you want in life, that 
your word is your bond and 
you do what you say and 
keep your promise, that you 
treat people with respect.” 

Michelle Obama:
“Barack and I were raised 

with so many of the same val-
ues; that you work hard for 
what you want in life; that 
your word is your bond and 
you do what you say you’re 
going to do; that you treat 
people with dignity and re-
spect, even if you don’t know 

them, and even if you don’t 
agree with them.”

And to prove how correct 
they are I have stolen them 
too!

Joanna DelBuono:
“My parents raised me to 

work hard, keep my word, 
respect others, whether you 
agree with them or not — in 
fact, the last line is something 
that I reiterate every Thanks-
giving column: ‘Thanks to 
those who read my words, 

whether you agree or don’t.’
There. I admit it. I plagia-

rized her speech as well. After 
all, those lines are so original 
that no one ever said them be-
fore Michelle Obama did.

What utter tripe and non-
sense. Bull poppycock!

After a whole year of the 
ridiculous rhetoric from both 
sides, I have had enough. I 
think that this is perhaps the 
last nail in the coffin for the 
political machinery of our il-
lustrious election process. We 
would do better to pick a name 
out of a hat instead of process 
now in place.

Every a-- from both sides of 
the aisle spends an inordinate 
amount of time making inane 
comments. Neither party has 
developed beyond high-school 
locker room time.

Not for Nuthin™ one thing 
is for sure — come January 
2017, there isn’t going to be 
anyone capable in the White 
House. And that thought 
scares me more than a stolen 
speech any day of the week. As 
Bette Davis once said, “Fasten 
your seat belts, it’s going to be 
a bumpy night.”

ops are black-
hating bigots, 
o r g a n i s m s 

of oppression, and 
sub-human scum 
who deserve to die, 
claim one-watt agi-
tators increasing 
the tenor of lawlessness in 
America, and breeding the 
kind of gratuitous violence 
that last week killed eight po-
lice officers in back-to-back 
ambushes in Texas and Loui-
siana  — in between the Is-
lamo-slaughter of 84 Bastille 
Day revelers in France.

They need to knock it off 
and face the facts:

more likely to die from ho-
micides than non-Hispanic 
whites, studies show.

around 13 percent of the popula-
tion, but committed more than 
half of all homicides recorded 
by the Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics between 1980 and 2008. 

Yet black lives matter 
above others for black suprem-
acists and civil rights cranks 
dredging up old racial wounds 

in a nation whose democrati-
cally elected president is half 
black, while harassing whites 
into guilt and self-revulsion. 
Enough already.

The social and political fall-
out of addled anarchy plays 
into the hands of our sworn 
enemies, who are counting 
on dim-witted nationals to 
implode America. It also dis-
eases contemporary society 
with the lawlessness that col-
lapsed other great civiliza-
tions, including ancient Egypt 
and Greece, which devolved 
into outlaw lands after their 
progressives grew unruly and 
undisciplined, engaged in com-
bative and intolerant rhetoric, 
and dismissed jurisprudence.

America is a terrific soci-
ety that remains a destination 
of choice for the world’s disen-

became citizens in 
2014 — thanks in no 
small part to an ex-
traordinary police 
force of more val-
iants than scoun-
drels. Unlike in real 
rogue regimes.

Police death squads alleg-
edly rove Jamaica to keep 
their society under control, 
killing a civilian a day, while 
Russian riot police use brute 
force to crack down on peace-
ful protestors.

A society trading in civil 
disobedience is either a turbu-
lent vacuum flourishing with 
insurgencies, gangs, drug 
cartels, terrorists, and petty 
crooks or a dictatorship:

-
lessness embraces systemic 
corruption, drug-fueled vio-
lence, and atrocities such as 
enforced disappearances. 

“irreversible consequences” 
for a slipped hijab in Iran.

America is a comparative 
utopia, and disgruntleds need 
to knock it off to begin the heal-
ing — or move to lesser shores.

y youngest grandchild 
is 4 years old. Those 
of us with young chil-

dren in our families know 
how much pleasure, joy, and 
smiles they give us. 

Not a week goes by where 
we do not learn about another 
horrible deed by President 
Obama’s “Junior Varsity.” 
This one caused me to lose 
my lunch. Everybody knows 
about the gruesome so-called 
“Islamic State” punishments. 
The vile mongrels beheaded a 
4-year-old girl. Then, as if that 
wasn’t bad enough, they forced 
the mother to wash her hands 
in her daughter’s blood.

It is imperative that we 
keep those crazy, sick, sons 
of mutts out of the United 
States at all costs. Our rep-
resentatives on the border 
must check every single for-
eigner that is being permit-
ted to move into the United 
States before they cross. If we 
aren’t sure of who a person is 
— or what his motives are — 
send him back. Ya hear that 
Hillary? Even those of you 
who are not Trump fans must 
agree with him on that.

“California Here I Come” 
— great song, but I ain’t go-
ing. We have visited the 
Golden State several times, 
but no more. The current 
problems are major wild-
fires. Hundreds have evacu-
ated their homes headed for 
safer areas. Those very safer 
areas are also being hit by 
major droughts.

It was just a few short 
years ago when much of those 
areas of the world-famous 
Palm Springs were severely 
flooded. We also read about 
mudslides pushing homes 
down hills and into the val-
leys. There were lightning 
strikes — plus whatever else 
wicked and ruthless in the 
weather department. Our fel-
low Americans who reside in 
California have suffered be-
yond the call.

Yet, some of us believe 
that the worst is yet to come. 
The San Andreas Fault spans 
much of California. Should 
that fault split, a chunk of 
the Golden State may become 
covered by the Pacific Ocean. 
One friend who owns real es-
tate in that vicinity swears if 
that should happen, he will 
be the owner of some very ex-
pensive oceanfront property. 
Does anyone believe that it is 
worth the investment now?

and more than 230 injured in 
the Turkey airport attack. Al-
most all of the authorities be-
lieve that this massacre was 
caused by Barack Obama’s 
Junior Varsity. Nice going 
Mr. President. Keep telling 
us that we have the Islamic 
State contained. Good try. 
Others in government dis-
agree with you. Perhaps you 
should give serious thought 
to changing your story along 
with a new strategy.

At this time of year, every 
newspaper, magazine, and 
voice on the tube is offering 
you his opinion of what to 
read. Me? I’m no different. The 
following are a few thoughts 
from the discussions around 
our dinner table. 

Most of the folks I know 
do a lot of barbecuing. Take 
a few minutes before the com-
pany comes to flip through 
“The Great American Burger 
Book” by George Motz. You 
will find great recipes for dif-
ferent preparations of Ameri-
ca’s favorite hamburgers. 

Then, when everyone has 
left and you are ready to settle 
down quietly, there’s always 
some terrific horror by Ste-
phen King. “End of Watch” 
is “gleefully gross,” if that’s 
what you enjoy.

Not for you? Okay. There’s 
good reading with a supply of 
sex mixed with foreign espio-
nage in “Once Upon a Chal-
lenge” by Albert P. Gabrielle. 

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net wishing you 
all a super-sensational sum-
mer with some entertaining 
books.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

y now, even if you have 
not yet played Pokemon 
Go, you are more aware 

of it than your own breathing. 
You have read that the app has 
been more downloaded than 
any other app, ever, and that it 
has actually convinced kids to 
leave the house to go play out-
side — a miracle! 

But you have probably also 
heard about the player who 
stumbled upon a dead body, 
and the two guys who walked 
off a cliff (but lived), and the 
15-year-old who didn’t look 
up and got hit by a car. (She’s 
alive, too.) And then there 
were those four guys arrested 
in a black BMW somewhere in 
Missouri for waiting in a se-
cluded area and robbing the 
Pokemon players who stopped 
by. 

So if you are part of the 
vast web of Very Concerned 
Adults whose life’s purpose 
seems to be dreaming up ter-
rible things that can happen to 
kids anytime they venture be-
yond the kitchen, you can re-
lax. You’ve got your stranger-
danger stories. Phew! Now you 
can remind us that anytime 
people are headed outside, es-
pecially kids, they had better 

think long and hard first.
Following this incredibly 

predictable script, a bunch of 
our local television stations 
are solemnly warning us about 
scenarios they have made up 
in their heads: Reports CBS 
New York, “there are worries 
that sex offenders might use 
the app to lure children.” And, 
says NBC New York, the app 
“could potentially put young 
people at risk.”

Note to news editors: Wor-

ries are not the same as “re-
alities.” What’s more, pretty 
much anything can “poten-
tially” put young people at 
risk, including eating dinner 
(they could choke!), playing 
baseball (they could get hit by 
a bat!) and attending school 
(what if they fall off the stage 
during a production of “An-
nie”?).

As delightful as Pokemon 
Go is to play — I love it and 
I’ve never played video games 
(or whatever this is) before — 
it almost seems to be more ex-
citing to the authorities who 
can spit out a new set of warn-
ings faster than you can say, 
“Air time.”

And so all the way across 
the country, the San Fran-
cisco Police Department took 
it upon itself to tell moms and 
dads that they should “know 
where your kids are going 
when playing with the app” 
and “set limits” — as if par-
ents couldn’t possibly figure 
this out for themselves. As if 
this whole “kids going out-
side” thing is just so new and 
crazy.

The ’Frisco fear-mongers 
also published this Pokemon 
Go Safety Tip: “Know your 

surroundings and pay atten-
tion to where you’re going and 
who is around you. Slow car 
paralleling a person on foot 
might be a sign it’s a getaway 
car.”

Um, yeah. Except that with 
literally 15,000,000 people play-
ing this game across the en-
tire country for the past week, 
we have that one BMW in Mis-
souri to point to as an actual 
menace.

Meantime, over in Eng-
land, which you’d think has 
bigger problems to freak out 
about, the authorities are 
warning that the app could be 
used to make children “eas-
ily accessible to criminals” — 
and they don’t even have the 
game there yet! 

It is almost like there’s a 
parallel universe out there: 
Game players get points for 
finding Pokemon, and the 
warning-class gets points for 
dreaming up Hollywood hor-
ror movie plots. But the war-
ners also get massive public-
ity, because nothings sells 
like kids in peril. Even if they 
aren’t in peril. (Can I remind 
us all here that stranger-
danger is the least likely of 
crimes?)

So the other morning I 
was walking around my bus-
tling neighborhood, Jackson 
Heights, when I saw one mom 
showing another mom the 
app. The explainer had her 
10-year-old son with her. “Can 
he go out on his own to play?” I 
(a stranger!) asked.

“Oh no, no, no,” she said, 
as if I’d queried, “Would you 
bathe your child in acid?” The 
other mom agreed: No way.

“What age do you think 
you’ll let them play on their 
own?”

Answered Mom #1, grimly 
laughing: “28.” 

The Pokemon game is so 
fun, so simple, so sharable, it 
is as if the company invented 
the 21st century equivalent 
of the ball — a toy kids can 
play with on their own, or in 
a group, or when they’re walk-
ing down the street.

But the ball came of age 
before the warning industry, 
indeed before the dawn of his-
tory, so kids simply got to go 
outside and play with it.

Imagine that.
Lenore Skenazy is author 

and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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HARBOR WATCH
Air Force Lt. Gen. Joseph 
Lengyel was confi rmed as 
the 28th chief of the National 
Guard Bureau by the U.S. 
Senate in Washington on 
June 21. 

Lengyel, who also will 
be a member of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, will be pro-
moted to four-star general, 
the highest-ranking offi cer 
in the nation’s oldest mili-
tary force.

The senate action follows 
Lengyel’s June 21 Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
hearing.

“Although we are proud 
of our heritage and our past, 
I am more excited about our 
future,” Lengyel told the 
committee, adding that the 
skill and devotion of citizen 
soldiers and Airmen since 
9-11 has transformed the Na-
tional Guard into an opera-
tional force at home and over-
seas.”

“The development of 
our most important assets, 
our people, will be our 
foremost task,” Lengyel 
told the committee. Among 
other priorities Lengyel 
mentioned during his tes-
timony:

• Working seamlessly with 
the joint force.

• Nurturing the National 

Guard’s enduring local, state, 
national, and international 
partnerships.

• Effectively communi-
cating, collaborating, and 
coordinating with all the 
National Guard’s stakehold-
ers.

• Continuing to enhance 
the Guard’s cyber capabili-
ties.

• Keeping deployments 
predictable.

Lengyel highlighted the 
challenging global envi-
ronment and the need now, 
more than ever, for an oper-
ational and ready National 
Guard.

He also stressed the criti-
cal importance of the adju-
tants general. The adjutant 
general is the senior military 
offi cer of the National Guard 
in each of the 54 states, terri-
tories, and the District of Co-
lumbia.

“My job … is to know 
what they think, know 
what they need … [and] 
blend that all together with 
the lens of the national pic-
ture of the whole National 
Guard, and make my best 
military advice to my 
bosses,” he said.

Lengyel steps into a com-
plex assignment in complex 
times.

HARBOR WATCH
The Great Lakes Naval Mu-
seum was offi cially renamed 
the National Museum of the 
American Sailor during a 
ceremony and sign unveiling 
at the museum on July 4.

The Navy’s top enlisted 
sailor, Master Chief Petty Of-
fi cer of the Navy Mike Ste-
vens, was joined by retired 
Rear Adm. Sam Cox, director 
of Naval History and Heritage 
Command; North Chicago 
Mayor Leon Rockingham; 
Capt. James Hawkins, com-
manding offi cer of Naval Sta-
tion Great Lakes; Dr. Jennifer 
Searcy, director of the Na-
tional Museum of the Ameri-
can Sailor; and representa-
tives from the Great Lakes 
Naval Museum Foundation 
and National Museum of the 
American Sailor Foundation 
to unveil the new sign in front 
of the museum.

“Dedicated to telling the 
story of anyone who has ever 
worn the Navy uniform, this 
building will do more than 
house history,” said Cox. 
“The National Museum of the 
American Sailor will stand as 
a place for sailors, Navy fami-
lies, and proud Americans to 
learn more about the Navy 
that serves them by using the 
history and experiences of 
our sailors as the basis for its 
exhibits.”

Cox and Stevens shared the 
news of the name change with 
attendees of the Naval Station 
Great Lakes July Fourth cel-
ebration with a speech and 
video presentation Monday 
evening.

The National Museum of 
the American Sailor name 
change signals a shift in vi-
sion from a regional focus to 
one that depicts the diverse 
history of sailors who have 
served in the U.S. Navy. The 
name change also refl ects the 
interest of museum visitors, 
many of whom travel from 
across the country to attend 
the basic training gradua-

tions at the Navy’s Recruit 
Training Command. 

“What may appear as a 
simple name change to some, 
for me, marks a recommit-
ment to my shipmates that as 
a Navy, and as a Nation, we 
honor the service and sacri-
fi ce of all American sailors,” 
said Stevens.

The National Museum 
of the American Sailor cur-
rently features exhibits on 
life in Navy boot camp, na-
val uniforms and traditions, 
the history of Naval Station 
Great Lakes, the role of di-
versity in the Navy, and the 
role of women in the Navy. 
Over the next two years, the 
museum will expand its ex-
hibits to introduce visitors to 
the overall history and role of 
the U.S. Navy and the experi-
ences of American sailors in 
the past and today.

“I am very excited for this 
‘new’ museum, and I welcome 
you all to visit. Our nation’s 
history would not be the same 
if it were not for the millions 

of American sailors who have 
served in the United States 
Navy,” said Cox.

The museum is located in 
Building 42 just outside the 
perimeter of Naval Station 
Great Lakes. Building 42, 
known as Hostess House, was 
built in 1942 and served as a 
visitors and reception center 
for almost one million Ameri-
can sailors who came through 
Great Lakes during WWII.

The former Great Lakes 
Naval Museum was dedicated 
on Oct. 26, 1996 in Building 
158 and opened to the pub-
lic on Oct. 13, 1997. It became 
an offi cial Navy Museum in 
Building 42 in 2009, joining 
the Naval History and Heri-
tage Command museum en-
terprise.

The National Museum of 
the American Sailor is one of 
10 museums in the naval his-
tory enterprise. Other muse-
ums include:

• National Museum of the 
United States Navy (Washing-

GRAND UNVEILING: Master Chief Petty Offi cer of the Navy Mike Stevens 
speaks during a renaming ceremony of the Great Lakes Naval Museum to 
the National Museum at the American Sailor on July 4. Eric Lockwood

CONFIRMED: Air Force Lt. Gen. Joseph Lengyel testifi es before the US 
Senate Committe on Armed Services at his confi rmation hearing on 
June 21 in Washington.  Michelle Gonzalez

Nat’l Guard gets 
new bureau chief

Continued on page 44Continued on page 44

Honoring our sailors
American seamen are remembered at museum
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HARBOR WATCH
Sgt. Elizabeth Marks does not 
swim to win medals, reap ac-
colades, or even earn a spot on 
the U.S. Paralympic Team.

“I don’t chase medals,” 
Marks said. “I chase experi-
ences. I don’t believe in step-
ping on a block or training 
and thinking about an object. 
I train thinking about friends 
that I’ve impacted along the 
way and strangers that I’ve 
gotten to impact along the way. 
That’s the real prize. That’s 
what it’s all about for me.”

Marks recently won four 
gold medals at the 2016 Invic-
tus Games and has earned a 
berth in the 2016 Rio Paralym-
pic Games. Marks was hon-
ored at the 2016 ESPY awards 
on July 13 with a Pat Tillman 
Award for Service.

Marks sustained bilateral 
hip injuries in 2010 while 
serving as a combat medic 
in Iraq, and struggles with 
vision and hearing difficul-
ties immediately after swim-
ming races. She swims, she 
said, to help others realize 
that they too can overcome 
adversity.

“I wanted to stay active 
duty because I wanted other 
people to know, when they 
got injured, that they had op-
tions,” Marks said. “I think 
I’ve been given a unique per-
spective in most things in life. 
I just feel lucky every day. I 
feel like I wake up and I’m glad 
I have that day, and no matter 
what happens, if I swim the 
world’s slowest time, I would 
have been grateful to be in the 
pool.”

Marks realizes what a dif-
ference one day can make.

“It was a whirlwind,” she 
said of her ESPY Awards ex-

perience. “It was beautiful 
and humbling. My favorite 
part was getting to meet Ma-
rie (Tillman) and learn more 
about the Pat Tillman Foun-
dation.” 

The announcement that 
Marks had made the 2016 U.S. 
Paralympic Team came on the 
four-year anniversary of her 
being named fi t for active duty 
by a medical review board.

“I had to fi ght very hard to 
be found fi t for duty to stay in 
the Army,” Marks said when 
she was offi cially named to 
Team USA. “I fought very, 
very hard for it.”

All of her achievements — 
the paralympics announce-
ment, the fi tness active duty 
anniversary, her Invictus 
Games victories, and her Pat 
Tillman award — are the cul-
mination of four years of hard 
work. Nevertheless, Marks is 
eager to direct the attention 
away from herself.

“My credit goes to my 

love for the Army, as well as 
my brothers and sisters that 
stand beside me and behind 
me the whole way,” Marks 
said. “They have supported 
me wholeheartedly through 
the entire process from day 
one when I did my fi rst compe-
tition and learned that I loved 
swimming until I competed in 
the Paralympic Trials.”

At the ESPY Awards, 
Marks’s message was received 
loudly and clearly.

“I want to say ‘thank you’ 
to the men and women that 
are serving, to the families 
that serve alongside them,” 
she said. “Mostly, I want to say 
‘thank you’ to my wounded, ill, 
sick, and injured service men 
and women all over the world. 
When I came off life support, 
you sent me messages of en-
couragement and love and you 
didn’t even know me. I want to 
say ‘thank you,’ and I hold you 
dear to my heart.

“I will do everything I can 

to bring home the gold from 
Rio, and it will be because 
of you. We did this, and any-
thing else from here on for-
ward I will consider a testa-
ment to your craze, your love, 
and your affection. And I will 
leave you with this: if you’re 
struggling, if you’re hurt-
ing — whether it’s mental or 
emotional — if ever you think 
you’re alone, you’re not. And 
if ever you think no one cares, 
I do. Please come join me be-
hind the blocks.”

Marks received a stand-
ing ovation after her speech, 
but just prior to receiving 
the award, she had expressed 
doubts that she was worthy of 
it.

“I was in shock when I re-
ceived the news, and I called 
my dad because I couldn’t re-
ally process it,” she recalled 
before actually receiving the 
trophy.

“I said, ‘Dad, I won an 
ESPY and it’s the Pat Tillman 
Award.’ He started ranting 
and raving and said, ‘Do you 
know what that is, baby?’ I 
knew who Pat Tillman was, 
but I didn’t know what ESPYS 
were.”

Her father, James Marks, 
who turned 66 on the eve of 
the 2016 ESPY Awards show, 
served in the Marine Corps 
during the Vietnam War.

“He said to me, ‘I’m always 
proud of you, baby girl, and I 
always will be,’ ” she said. “He 
said, ‘Good job.’ My dad is the 
kind of man who I could make 
him a snowman out of mud 
and bring it to him and he 
would be just as excited as me 
winning a gold medal.”

At the Microsoft Theater 
in Los Angeles, Marks found 
that she felt right at home with 

hundreds of the greatest ath-
letes in America.

“All of the athletes were ex-
tremely kind. ESPN did a fan-
tastic job of welcoming me and 
taking care of me and helping 
me deliver my message,” she 
said. “It was nice that they re-
ceived it as well as they did.”

Marks said afterwards 
that she was honored to be as-
sociated with the Pat Tillman 
Award and all that it repre-
sents.

“The Pat Tillman Fund 
does such amazing things for 
people — scholarships, sup-
port, everything,” she said. 
“Just to be considered for the 
Pat Tillman Award, compared 
to the people who have re-
ceived it in the past, was just a 
huge honor.”

Marks is the fi rst active-
duty soldier to receive the 
prestigious award, but Marks 
said she is far from being fi n-
ished.

“Every step along the way 
has been unexpected and 
sometimes hard, sometimes 
beautiful,” she said. “I’m just 
grateful for all of it. What it 
led to is just a result of trying 
hard, caring about what I was 
doing, and wanting to do it for 
my military family.”

At some point, Marks plans 
to continue giving back in an-
other way. She would love to 
coach Paralympians when 
she’s fi nished competing. 

“My injury was in April of 
2010, so technically I’m only 
six years old by Paralympic 
standards.”

For now, Marks is ready to 
go to Rio de Janeiro and take 
on the world.

“I feel ready and I feel ex-
cited,” she concluded. “I’m 
ready to do it.”

AND THE AWARD GOES TO: John Cena presents Sgt. Elizabeth Marks 
with her award during the ESPYS held at the Microsoft Theatre. 
 Joe Faraoni / ESPN Images

Wounded warrior back on track 
Sergeant wins service award and is headed to Rio Paralympic Games

ton Navy Yard, D.C.)
• National Naval Aviation 

Museum (Pensacola, Fla.)
• Hampton Roads Naval 

Museum (Norfolk, Va.)
• United States Navy Sea-

bee Museum (Port Hueneme, 
Calif.)

• Submarine Force Li-
brary and Museum and His-
toric Ship NAUTILUS (Gro-
ton, Conn.)

• Naval Undersea Museum 
(Keyport, Wash.)

• Puget Sound Navy Mu-
seum (Bremerton, Wash.)

• Naval War College Mu-
seum (Newport, R.I.)

• United States Naval 
Academy Museum (Annapo-
lis, Md.)

The Naval History and 
Heritage Command, located 
at the Washington Navy 
Yard, is responsible for the 
preservation, analysis, and 
dissemination of U.S. naval 
history and heritage. It pro-
vides the knowledge founda-
tion for the Navy by main-
taining historically relevant 
resources and products that 

refl ect the Navy’s unique 
and enduring contributions 
through our nation’s history 
and supports the fl eet by as-
sisting with and delivering 
professional research, anal-
ysis and interpretive ser-
vices. NHHC is composed 
of many activities including 
the Navy Department Li-
brary, the Navy Operational 
Archives, the Navy art and 
artifact collections, under-
water archeology, Navy his-
tories, ten museums, USS 
Constitution repair facility 
and the historic ship Nauti-
lus.

Continued from cover

MUSEUM
“We are living in extraor-

dinary times with incredible 
advances in technology, glo-
balization, and commerce 
that give great cause for op-
timism and hope for the fu-
ture,” he told the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 
“This optimism is tempered 
by unprecedented challenges 
in our global security en-
vironment … [that will] re-
quire a greater agility and 
inclusion of all elements of 

national power.”
The chief of the National 

Guard Bureau serves as a mil-
itary adviser to the president, 
the secretary of defense, and 
the National Security Coun-
cil. The chief is the Defense 
Department’s offi cial chan-
nel of communication to the 
governors and the adjutants 
general on National Guard 
matters. He is responsible for 
ensuring the accessibility, 
capability, and readiness of 
Guard members to secure the 
homeland and to provide com-
bat resources to the Army and 
the Air Force.

Continued from cover

GUARD
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 
to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these operations 
are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 
the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 

discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 
disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 
this new FDA approved solution to back 
pain or to set up an appointment for a free 
consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-
234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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How can 
366,000 
newspaper 
readers 
in Brooklyn 
help your 
business?
CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The 
Brooklyn Paper and Caribbean Life, 
have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for 
decades. Our weekly newspapers let 
you target a specifi c neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with 
the borough’s largest household 
coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread 
your message outside of Brooklyn 
with CNG’s Queens, Bronx and 
Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. 
You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you 
develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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By Julianne Cuba

Who you gonna call? Janice 
Gunter!

An eccentric expert in 
supernatural phenomena is searching the 
streets of Bay Ridge for proof of the para-
normal. In the upcoming comedy series 
 “Janice Gunter: Ghost Hunter”  the main 
character (played by actress and come-
dian Elizabeth McDonough), hits the 
streets the moment she clocks out of her 
day job, with her mother trailing close 
behind with a camera. Two episodes of 
the series will get a preview screening at 
Videology in Williamsburg on July 28.

We chatted with the Bay Ridge char-
acter about her ability to see dead people, 
which she says has been present since she 
was a kid.

“Ever since I was a little child I always 
used to see stuff that other people didn’t 
see and I just had a sort of ‘Sixth Sense.’ 
I can definitely relate to the movie,” said 
Gunter.

But it was another glimpse of the silver 
screen that shaped Gunter’s ambition for 
the future — the first two “Ghostbusters” 
movie, she said.

“Of course that was a huge influence 
on me as a child. When I actually saw the 
films, at first I thought they were docu-
mentaries but then my aunt explained to 
me this is actually actors,” said Gunter.

The new series, which is shot by her 
“Ma,” is an attempt to capture her talents 
on film, so those without her powers can 
see the otherworldly for themselves, she 
said.

“My passion is ghost hunting. Ma has 
helped me to pursue that and with ghosts 
you never know what’s going to happen 
and sometimes I never understand,” said 
Gunter. “This is one of humanity’s many 
mysteries but for some reason when you 
try to explain to people what you’ve seen 
they just don’t get it. We need some kind 
of evidence here.”

Gunter — who wears a helmet lined 
with tin foil while out hunting — mostly 
navigates Bay Ridge for ghosts, but near-
ly every Brooklyn neighborhood has its 
own story to tell, she said.

“Boerum Hill — a lot of weird stuff 
going on there,” said Gunter. “Prospect 
Park — a lot of suspicious activity that’s 
happened there and bodies. One of the 
swans in the park is possessed by evil 

spirits — it’s a rumor. I have not been 
able to pinpoint which one, but I’ve been 
doing a lot of observation.”

Brooklyn is the best place to be for a 
ghost hunter, said Gunter, because it is 
filled with hints of the afterlife.

“I feel so fortunate to live in New 
York because there are so many people 
who have died here, almost like a cor-
nucopia of dead people and ghosts,” she 
said. “I’m already here, I’m already at 
my Mecca as a ghost hunter, everywhere 
there’s history and everywhere there’s 
ghosts.”

“Janice Gunter: Ghost Hunter” at 
Videology [308 Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 782–3468, 
www.videologybarandcinema.com]. July 
28 at 7 pm. Free.

Ghost hunter is on the case and on film

Expert ad-vice: Bay Ridge ghost hunter 
Janice Gunter (Elizabeth McDonough) adver-
tises her sleuthing skills while her “Ma” 
acts as camera woman. Her new series 
gets a preview screening on July 28 in 
Williamsburg. Photo by Jason Speakman

She’s got spirit
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By Lauren Gill

Take a trip to yesterday! 
A new exhibit whisks 

Brooklynites back in time to 
see how their sunshine-loving ances-
tors traveled to Coney Island. The 
New York Transit Museum’s “Five 
Cents to Dreamland: A Trip to Coney 
Island” gives visitors a taste of com-
muter life from the horse-drawn car-
riage to the super speedy subway 
days, says the show’s curator. 

“The idea is the show is tracing 
what a trip to Coney Island was in 
different time periods,” said Rob Del 
Bagno.

Beach bums can now jump on the 
F, Q, D, or N train to get to the sea-
side amusement park, but it was once 
a more arduous journey. Sun seekers 
journeyed to the island via horse 
and buggy, trundling across a creek 
paved with oyster shells until 1823, 
when engineers built a bridge to the 
mainland, according to Del Bagno.

Exhibit guests can view pictures 
and mementos from the neigh-days, 
and as well as photos from the 
1840s, when people voyaged from 
Manhattan to Coney via steamboat. 
The vessels were a popular way to 
see the sights, said Del Bagno, but 
railroads sped up the process in the 
1860s, making the trip quicker than 
ever and leading to a boom in amuse-
ment parks that led to the nickname 
“Sodom by the Sea.”

The introduction of the subway 
system in 1918 made getting to the 

People’s Playground a breeze — peo-
ple could zoom to Coney Island on the 
trains for five cents a pop, causing the 
beaches to fill with thousands of New 
Yorkers in their bathing caps, accord-
ing to Del Bagno. 

“It became the place that every-
body could afford to go,” he said. “It 
became more and more popular.”

Transit enthusiasts can relive that 
subway trip to Coney on the muse-
um’s two-hour-long “Nostalgia Ride” 
to the island on July 31. A train from 
the 1930s will zoom visitors from 
the Transit Museum to the beach and 
back. Del Bagno said the trains — 

which still boast the same ads and 
interiors from their era — are just as 
good as they were 80 years ago, and 
actually go faster than modern cars 
because they do not have to stop at 
stations along the route.

“Five Cents to Dreamland: A 
Trip to Coney Island” at New York 
Transit Museum (Boerum Place at 
Schermerhorn Street Downtown, www.
nytransitmuseum.org). Open through 
Dec. 4, Tue–Fri, 10 am–4 pm, Sat, Sun, 
11 am–5 pm. $7.

Nostalgia Ride to Coney Island July 
31 at 11 am. $50 ($25 kids). Tickets must 
be bought in advance.  .

By Carlo Bosticco

It’s a sinfully good show!
A Brooklyn orchestra is bring-

ing debauchery Bach with a pro-
duction of the sinful Stravinsky opera 
“The Rake’s Progress” on July 23. The 
production by the String Orchestra of 
Brooklyn is a rare opportunity to catch 
the devilish show, says its conductor.

“The show was extremely popular 
when it came out, but now it is not often 
done. Perhaps it is because of its smaller 
scale in comparison to today’s top 40 
— opera houses are always concerned 
with providing a big spectacle,” said 
Tito Munoz. “It isn’t common to have 
the chance to hear it, and I think it is 
Stravinsky’s best score.”

The Faustian fairy tale follows a young 
anti-hero, Tom Rakewell, who abandons 
his well-to-do fiancée to embrace the 
pleasures of London’s underbelly. He is 
accompanied by Nick Shadow, the Devil 
in disguise, who tempts Rakewell fur-

ther into self-destruction, as well as into 
some comic misadventures involving a 
bread-making machine and a marriage 
to a bearded lady. 

The opera has quite a pedigree — 
it is based on a series of paintings 
from 18th-century illustrator William 
Hogarth, which Igor Stravinsky set to 
music, with an English libretto by poets 
W. H. Auden and Chester Kallman.

The opera’s conductor lives in 
Arizona, where he is the music director 
for the Phoenix Symphony, but the New 
York City native returns to the city each 
year to work with the String Orchestra 
of Brooklyn. 

“I am never around the city for very 
long, but it is such a treat to work with 
them that we try to make it happen!” 
said Munoz. “We do at least one project 
a year.”

The orchestra is a group of volunteers 
who meet to rehearse weekly, and which 
tries to make its shows accessible to 

the community. Munoz says that any 
success the show has comes from the 
company’s incredible efforts. 

“This production is amazing because 
the cast and orchestra are top notch,” said 
Munoz. “And the fact that everybody is 
freely donating so much time to this 
huge undertaking is just incredible.”

“The Rake’s Progress” at Roulette 
(509 Atlantic Ave. at in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363, www.roulette.org). 
July 23 at 8 pm. $10–$30.

By Lauren Gill

This crowd is the cream of the crop! 
A group of four ice cream experts will 

discuss the history of the tasty treat at the 
Brooklyn Historical Society on July 28. The foodie-
in-chief of the “Brooklyn Screams for Ice Cream!” 
panel says that audiences can expect to get the inside 
scoop on the borough’s best frozen dairy creators of 
the past and the present. 

“What I really like to do is weave history in with 
the modern perspective,” said food historian Sarah 
Lohman. “We’re going to learn about what’s impor-
tant about making ice cream, its texture, its f lavors, 
and what makes the ice cream makers tick.” 

Lohman will moderate the discussion with ice 
cream historian Laura Weiss and representatives 
from Van Leeuwen and Ample Hills, two of the bor-
ough’s hottest cold treat vendors.

The frozen dairy delights have always had a spe-
cial place in Brooklyn, said Lohman. In the early 
19th century, ice cream only cost a nickel, and people 
from all backgrounds could afford a scoop. 

“People would buy ice cream if they had five cents 
to spare, or if they were on Wall Street,” she said. “It 
was a uniting factor in New York.”

Brian Smith, the owner of Ample Hills, will speak 
at the event and also bring samples of his history-
inspired flavor “The Commodore,” a combination 
of salted honey ice cream, honeycomb candy, and 
chocolate covered potato chips. Smith named the 
delectable treat after Cornelius Vanderbilt, a ferry 
captain on the East River who allegedly invented 
the potato chip when he demanded his cook cut his 
potatoes thinner.

Ample Hills has become a Brooklyhn institu-
tion over the last few years, with shops in Prospect 
Heights and in Gowanus. Smith — whose favorite 
flavor is a take on a deconstructed rice krispie treat 
— says that his secret is designing “fun, playful fla-
vors that don’t take themselves too seriously.”

Smith said that, no matter what the time period, 
ice cream brings joy to .

“It’s one of those rare foods that sort of transcends 
culture and time and place,” he said. “It’s hard to be 
unhappy in an ice cream shop.”

“Brooklyn Screams for Ice Cream!” at Brooklyn 
Historical Society (128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, www.brooklynhistory.org). July 28 
at 7 pm. $12.

Panel discusses history 
of Brooklyn’s ice cream

Experience Coney Island’s travel history

Sweet talkers

BACK ON TRACKS

The wages of sing

The inside scoop: Ample Hills Creamery owner Brian Smith will 
discuss the company at the Brooklyn Historical Society’s panel 
on all things ice cream on July 28. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Tito Munoz will conduct the String Orchestra 
of Brooklyn on July 23. Roger Mastroianni

All aboard: Two tykes take a trip back in time on the Nostalgia Train from the Transit 
Museum. Patrick Cashin
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
SAT, JULY 22

MUSIC, ONE AFRICA 
MUSIC FEST: With Wiz-
kid, Davido, Diamond 
Platnumz, Stonebwoy, 
Flavour, and more. $65–
$155. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 23
EVENT, TAPPED — THE 

ULTIMATE CRAFT 
BEER FESTIVAL: $42. 
12:30 pm and 5 pm.

TUE, JULY 26
MUSIC, G-EAZY AND 

LOGIC: $40–$125. 7 
pm.

THU, JULY 28
MUSIC, LAURA PAUSINI: 

$75–$150. 8 pm.

THU, JULY 30
SPORTS, SHOWTIME 

CHAMPIONSHIP BOX-
ING: Leo Santa Cruz vs. 
Carl Frampton. $45–
$399. 5 pm.

WED, AUG 3
EVENT, HILLSONG CON-

FERENCE 2016: A 
conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

THU, AUG 4
EVENT, HILLSONG CON-

FERENCE 2016: A 
conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

FRI, AUG 5
EVENT, HILLSONG CON-

FERENCE 2016: A 
conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

TUE, AUG 9
TALK, BEYOND SPORT 

UNITED 2016: A con-
versation about making 
sports more inclusive. 
$495. 8 am.

THU, AUG 11
MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-

ISAND: $105–$615. 8 
pm.

SAT, AUG 13
MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-

ISAND: $105–$615. 8 
pm.

WED, AUG 17
MUSIC, BLINK-182:  $40–

$75. 7 pm.

SAT, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER — BACK 
TO BROOKLYN: $25–
$130. 7:30 pm.

SUN, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30–$555. 6 pm.

MON, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25–$130. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, AUG 27
MUSIC, PROPHETS OF 

RAGE: $30–$70. 7 pm.

SAT, SEPT 3
MUSIC, ASAP NEW 

YORK: A showcase of 
Filipino music talent. 
$55–$155. 5 pm.

THU, SEPT 8
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

TUROK, THE FIRST 
FLIGHT: $42–$125. 
7:30 pm

FRI, SEPT 9
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

TUROK, THE FIRST 
FLIGHT: $42–$125. 7:30 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JULY 22
ART, “THE FENCE”: This out-

door photography exhibi-
tion features artists from 
around the world and their 
visual narratives of home, 
streets, people, creatures, 
nature, and play from all 
around the globe. Free. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Granite Prospect [Old Ful-
ton Street at Furman Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

CONEY ISLAND CIRCUS 
SIDESHOW: Experience 
the thrill of a traditional cir-
cus sideshow, with freaks, 
wonders and human curi-
osities! $10($5 kids). 1–8 
pm. Coney Island Museum 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$10. 7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

DREAMLAND ROLLER 
DISCO: Roller diva Lola 
Star hosts a weekly skating 
dance party for grown-ups. 
$6. 7:30–10 pm. LeFrak 
Center at Lakeside [171 
East Dr. at Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 
462–0010], www.lakeside-
brooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 
Shakespeare’s classic play 
about the villainous Duke 
of Gloucester. $18 ($15 
seniors and students). 7:30 
pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, JON BATISTE AND 
STAY HUMAN AND 
FRIENDS: The Late Show 
musician and his band 
hosts a night of special 
guests. As part of BRIC’s 
Celebrate Brooklyn! Fes-
tival. Free. 7:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park Band Shell [Pros-
pect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], www.bricarts-
media.org/cb. 

THEATER, “PSYCHO BEACH 
PARTY”: Piper The-
atre Company performs 
Charles Busch’s parody of 
1960s beach fi lms. Free. 8 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195], theoldstonehouse.
org. 

DANCE, “SWEAT AND 
TEARS”: A devised physi-
cal theatre piece that asks 
its performers to fi ght as 
men and to cry as women. 
$15. 8 pm. Jack (505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

BURLESQUE AT THE BEACH 
— SWITCH ’N’ PLAY: A 
drag collective presents 
gender-bent burlesque. 
$15. 10 pm. Sideshows by 
the Seashore [1208 Surf 
Ave. between W. 12th 
Street and Stillwell Av-
enue in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

SAT, JULY 23
SOUTH SUMMER STROLLS: 

Outdoor festival with a 
climbing wall, jugglers, 
bands, games, food and 
drinks, and a production of 
“Twelfth Night.” Free. 5–9 
pm. Fifth Avenue between 
12th and 18th streets in 
Park Slope. 

MUSIC, FORT GREENE PARK 
JAZZ FESTIVAL: Free. 3–7 
pm. Fort Greene Park Visi-
tor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND 
TALENT SHOW: Kids, 
teens, and adults show 
off their talents in song, 
dance, and variety acts. 
Hosted by the World Fa-
mous Bob. Free. 4–8 pm. 
(Boardwalk between W. 
10th Street and Jones Walk 
in Coney Island), www.co-
neyislandtalentshow.com. 

MUSIC, FEMI KUTI, 
BOMBINO: Part of BRIC’s 
Celebrate Brooklyn! Fes-
tival. Free. 7:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park Band Shell [Pros-
pect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], www.bricarts-
media.org/cb. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN BLOW-
HARDS: A sea shanty festi-
val. $15. 8 pm. Waterfront 
Museum Barge [290 Con-
over St. near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 624–
4719], www.waterfrontmu-
seum.org. 

MUSIC, SVETLANA AND 
THE DELANCEY SIX: 
Free. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$10. 6 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

SUN, JULY 24
FREE YOGA IN PROSPECT 

PARK: Free summer yoga 
on Sunday mornings in 
July from Yogasole. Bring 
your own mat. Free. 10 
am. Prospect Park [Enter 
at Bartel Pritchard Square 
in Park Slope, (718) 541–
1382], www.yogasole.com/
eventskarma/outdoor-
freeyoga.html. 

FUND RAISER, CAR WASH: 
Come and get your wheels 
scrubbed and benefi t pedi-
atric cancer. Hosted by St. 
Finbar Columbian Squires 
Verrazano Circle 5794. $10. 
8:30 am–1 pm. St Finbar 
Parking Lot [Bay 20th St. 
between Bath and Benson 
avenues in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 236–3312]. 

MAGIC AT CONEY: A magi-
cal variety show featuring 
illusionists, escape artists, 
mentalists and close-up 
magicians. $10 ($5 kids). 
noon. Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street 
and Stillwell Avenue in 
Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159], www.coneyisland.
com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. STATEN 
ISLAND YANKEES: A 
portion of ticket sales will 
benefi t CaringKind and the 
New York City Alzheim-
er’s Community. Starting 
at $10. 4 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MON, JULY 25
FAMILY, GET UP AND GO!: 

An educational, multi-
sport fi tness program for 
kids ages 6–10. Regis-
tration required. Free. 
9:30 am–noon. Seth Low 
Playground (W. 12th St. 
between Ave. P and Bay 
Parkway in Bensonhurst), 
www.cityparksfoundation.
org/sports/kids-fi tness. 

TALK, ELDER LAW AND 
ESTATE PLANNING SEMI-
NAR: Connors and Sullivan 
invites you to a free semi-
nar about planning ahead 
to protect your assets. 
Free. 11 am, 3 pm, and 7 
pm. Buckley’s [2926 Ave-
nue S at Nostrand Avenue 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
238–6500]. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. STATEN IS-
LAND YANKEES: Starting 
at $10. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

TALK, “BOOKS BENEATH 
THE BRIDGE”: Debut au-
thor Jessica Winter reads 
from her novel, “Break in 
Case of Emergency.” Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Granite Prospect 
[Old Fulton Street at Fur-
man Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

FILM, FLICKS ON THE 
BEACH — “INSIDE OUT”: 
Free. 7:30 pm. Coney 
Island Beach (Near the 
Boardwalk at W. 10th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyislandfunguide.
com. 

TUES, JULY 26
TALK, ELDER LAW AND 

ESTATE PLANNING SEMI-
NAR: See Monday, July 
25. Free. 11 am, 3 pm, and 
7 pm. Greenhouse Cafe 
[7717 Third Ave. between 
77th and 78th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 238–
6500]. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. STATEN IS-
LAND YANKEES: Starting 
at $10. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MUSIC, FRANKIE MARRA 
BAND: Senator Marty 
Golden hosts an outdoor 
concert. Free. 7 pm. [79th 
Street at Shore Road in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 238–6044]. 

COMEDY, “IRON COMIC”: A 
live, no-stakes gameshow 
where fi ve comedians rush 
to write a routine in eight 
minutes from topics sug-
gested by the audience, 
with the winner crowned 
Iron Comic. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

FILM, “THE LEGO MOVIE”: 
Free. 8:30 pm. Valentino 
Pier (Coffey Street at Ferris 
Street in Red Hook), www.
redhookfl icks.com. 

WED, JULY 27
TALK, KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

WORKSHOP FOR IM-
MIGRANT WOMEN: Get 
information on domes-
tic violence solutions and 
where to get immigra-
tion advice. Free. 6:30. St. 
Michael’s Roman Catholic 
Church [345 43rd St. be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues; Brooklyn, New York 
11232 in Sunset Park, (347) 
227–8428], www.galapago-
scenternyc.com. 

MUSIC, WITNESS: Sen. 
Marty Golden hosts an 
outdoor concert. Free. 7 
pm. Marine Park [Avenue U 

Continued on page 51

Weight for it: They may not be at the top of the card, but the 
welterweight fight between Bensonhurst’s Paulie Malignaggi 
(pictured) and Sunset Park native Gabriel Bracero is the one to 
watch on July 30. Associated Press / Gregory Payan

This and hat: Bedford-Stuyvesant soul singer Gregory Porter 
will show off his amazing pipes, witty original songs, and 
snappy headwear at the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival on 
July 28. Vincent Soyez
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Word’s pick: “Trying to Float” 
by Nicolaia Rips

Teenage author Nicolaia 
Rips has written a delightful, 
fond narrative of her “it takes 
a village” upbringing in the 
Chelsea Hotel, which is filled 
with every kind of New York 
character you can imagine. 
Among the whimsical stories 
of Halloweens gone wrong 
are truly anxiety-inducing 
tales of bullying and educa-
tional mishaps, but Rips wears her experi-
ences at the Chelsea Hotel like armor — and if you read 
this book, so can you.

— Hannah Oliver Depp, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Carpenter’s Gothic” 
by William Gaddis

William Gaddis was an 
absolutely towering figure in 
American letters, but some-
where in the last decade, we 
started mistaking his shadow 
for the author’s absence. “The 
Recognitions,” his monu-
ment to art forgery, left an 
impression on postmodern-
ists everywhere; and “JR,” 
a monument to capitalism-run-amok, looms 
larger and larger with each passing financial disaster. 
“Carpenter’s Gothic” is a nightmarish little novel 
teeming with religious hucksters, corrupt politicians, 
an attempted assassination, and a veritable apoca-
lypse — all rendered through a fugue of dialogue that 
writer Cynthia Ozick likened to ritual: “The voices 
are humanity seeping out, drop by drop, a gradual 
bloodletting.”

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Ms. Marvel, Vol. 1: No Normal” 
by G. Willow Wilson & Adrian Alphona

Meet Kamala Khan. She’s a 
16-year-old Pakistani-American 
Muslim girl from Jersey City. 
She’s also a superhero. This 
comic collects her first adven-
tures: discovering and learn-
ing how to control her weird 
superpowers and protecting 
Jersey City when no one else 
will, all while being sort-of 
grounded by her strict par-
ents. Read as Kamla comes 
to terms with who she really is, because in 
her case, “secret identity” takes on multiple meanings.

— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.
com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Alexandra Simon

It is ready for its close-up!
The Giglio festival will dance 

its way onto the silver screen in 
the new mob film “The Brooklyn 
Banker,” opening Aug. 5. The flick, 
which follows a bank official from 
Williamsburg with ties to a local orga-
nized crime family, features scenes 
set during the 113-year-old Italian-
American festival, and to get the right 
look, filmmakers went right to the 
source, said the film’s producer.

“We took scenes from the actual 
feast,” said Michael Ricigliano Jr., who 
also wrote “The Brooklyn Banker.” 
“All of the guys in movie are guys who 
lift the actual Giglio tower every year.”

The mob movie was filmed entirely 
in Williamsburg, featuring scenes shot 
inside Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church and using local figures such 
as the members of the brass band of 
the Giglio feast. Those participants are 
overjoyed that a piece of their rich cul-
ture has been captured on film, said a 
Giglio festival spokeswoman.

“They’re all excited — they’re 
proud. It’s going to show a lot of really 
beautiful things about their neighbor-
hood and their culture and their family 
ties,” said Carolyn Stone. “They’re all 
excited about it.”

The flick is set in the 1970s, and 
the production scared up vintage duds 
for the actors, including the same out-
fits worn by Giglio lifters in 1973, 
said Ricigliano. The costumes brought 
back happy memories for the marchers, 
according to Stone.

“I think for a lot of them it’s also a 
happy memory. Some have been there 

such long time – to see something set 
in ’70s, it’s sort of like a trip down 
memory lane for them,” she said.

Ricigliano’s family grew up in the 
Williamsburg neighborhood, and his 
uncle used to be a priest at Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Church. He wrote 
the film based on stories that his father 
shared with him about living in the 
neighborhood. Modern-day audiences 
will be able to relate to the film, he said, 
because — though it is set in the 1970s, 
many of the issues remain the same.

“I have a scene where the main 
characters talk about the neighborhood, 
the tradition, and how things are chang-
ing,” said Ricigliano. “Kind of like now 
 with the gentrification in Williamsburg, 
and how people are holding on. It has 
mob influences in it, but it’s more about 

[the banker’s] loyalties, and a lot about 
the neighborhood.”

Organizers of the Giglio festival 
hope that the film will increase interest 
in the annual feast.

“I think it’s a nice opportunity to 
let many more people know about the 
beautiful tradition of the festival, the 
Giglio feast,” said Stone. “I’m hoping 
when the movie comes out and people 
see it, and they’re very impressed 
with the Giglio. It will be one more 
opportunity to let them know that this 
still exists and it’s an ongoing living 
tradition.”

“The Brooklyn Banker” at Cinema 
Village [22 E. 12th St. between Fifth 
Avenue and University Place in 
Manhattan]. Aug. 5, showtimes to be 
determined. $12.

By Dennis Lynch

The streets are alive with the 
sound of music!

This weekend is packed full 
of live music, folks. Not even your 
nightlife correspondent can capture it 
all, but here are a few of the best things 
worth checking out.

Start your weekend with the second 
installment of Summer Stroll (Third 
Avenue between 80th and 90th streets), 
which this week gives the southern half 
of Third Avenue a chance to show off! 
Hit the streets and keep your ears open 
— bands will be playing all along the 
street, and there will be plenty of food, 
dancing, and other activities to keep 
you busy. The street stays open from 6 
pm to 10 pm.

But if you duck out before sundown, 
you can take your own summer stroll to 
Owl’s Head Park (entrance at Colonial 
Road and 68th Street) with the family 

for a screening of last year’s live-action 
version of “Cinderella,” starring Lily 
James and Cate Blanchett. The bibbidi-
bobbidi-boo begins at 8:45 pm.

On Saturday, the bluesy, funky 
five-piece Identity Theft plays the 
Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets) at 9:30 
pm. The group has a set list that includes 
classic tunes from the Beatles, Bruce 
Springsteen, and Lou Reed.

But if you can’t get what you want 
at Greenhouse, sometimes you can get 
what you need at the Leif Bar (6725 
Fifth Ave. between 67th and Senator 
streets), courtesy of the Rolling Stones 
cover band Sha-Doobie. These ener-
getic dudes hit the stage at 10 pm.

Or you can head to the Wicked 
Monk (9510 Third Ave. between 95th 
and 96th streets) for Wine With Sue. 
This is no sommelier training course in 
wafting and flavor notes — Wine With 
Sue is a rockin’ Rockaway Beach-based 
four-piece that is ready to party down. 
The band will keep going all night, 
from 11 pm to 3 am.

Giglio takes center stage in new mob movie
LILY OF THE FILM

The Ridge is rockin’ outside
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Bossing through the feast: Actor Paul Sorvino, center, plays a mafia leader in the new 
film “The Brooklyn Banker,” which is set during the 1973 Giglio festival in Williamsburg.
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at Stuart Street in Marine 
Park, (718) 238–6044]. 

READING, “LEAVING LUCY 
PEAR”: Park Slope author 
Anna Solomon reads from 
her novel about families 
in Prohibition-era New 
England. Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

THURS, JULY 28
FILM, “IT HAPPENED ONE 

NIGHT”: Get a view of 
the Manhattan skyline 
from Brooklyn Bridge Park 
while you spread a blanket 
and watch the fi lm. Mov-
ies begin at sunset. Free. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, Pier 1 [Furman Street 
at Old Fulton Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

READING, “LEAVING LUCY 
PEAR”: Park Slope author 
Anna Solomon reads from 
her novel about families 
in Prohibition-era New 
England. Free. 7 pm. Com-
munity Bookstore (143 Sev-
enth Ave. between Carroll 
Street and Garfi eld Place 
in Park Slope), www.com-
munitybookstore.net. 

Continued from page 49 MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner sings the hits 
of the teen idols of the 
1950s and ’60s. 7–10 pm. 
Hunter’s Steak and Ale 
[9404 Fourth Ave. between 
94th and 95th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 238–
8899], www.hunterssteak-
house.net. 

MUSIC, CONCERT IN THE 
GARDEN: A concert by 
world-class musicians. Re-
freshments will be served. 
Free. 7 pm. St. Francis 
Xavier Parish [225 Sixth 
Ave. between Carroll and 
President streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–1880], 
www.stfxbrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The Bay Ridge crooner 
twists the night away while 
celebrate the idols of the 
1950s and ’60s. Dinner res-
ervations suggested. Free. 
7 pm. Hunters Steak and 
Ale House [9404 Fourth 
Ave. at 94th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 238–8899]. 

MUSIC, GREGORY PORTER, 
MARCUS STRICKLAND & 
TWI-LIFE: A night of jazz 
music, as part of BRIC’s 
Celebrate Brooklyn! Fes-
tival. Free. 7:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park Band Shell [Pros-
pect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], www.bricarts-
media.org/cb. 

FRI, JULY 29
READING, SUSAN DAITCH: 

The author reads from her 
new book “The Lost Civili-
zation of Suolucidir.” Free. 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacifi c 
and Dean streets in Cob-
ble Hill, (718) 875–3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. . 

MUSIC, CRUEL SUMMER 
’80S DANCE PARTY: Live 
10-piece ’80s band The 
Engagements plays two 
sets. $10. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com.

SAT, JULY 30
KICKSTARTER SUMMER 

FESTIVAL: A free event 
featuring art, food, games, 
and more from the Kick-
starter community. Free. 
5–11 pm. Fort Greene Park 
(Washington Park between 
Myrtle and Dekalb avenues 
in Fort Greene), www.kick-
starter.events. 

MUSIC, DIGABLE PLANETS, 
CAMP LO:  Free. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

BURLESQUE AT THE BEACH 
— THE PINK ROOM: A 
burlesque tribute to “Twin 
Peaks.” $15. 10 pm. Side-
shows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

        TheMusical
About Hollywood’s 
Tough Guy in Tap Shoes

Westside Theatre 407 W 43rd St - Telecharge.com  212-239-6200 - CagneyTheMusical.com

OUTSTANDING
ACTOR IN A MUSICAL

Nominee
Robert Creighton

Drama Desk
Outer Critics Circle

OUTSTANDING
CHOREOGRAPHER

Nominee
Joshua Bergasse

Drama Desk
Outer Critics Circle

BEST NEW
MUSICAL

Nominee
Off Broadway Alliance

Outer Critics Circle
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AN AMAZING

MUSICAL! 

-  Steve Schonberg, WNBC-TV

“ “

Ride Free on the LIRR to Cagney and Save.  Go to mta.info/lirr/getaways

NOTHING BUT JOY -

AND PLENTY OF IT! 

- Rex Reed, NY Observer

“ “

JULY 23    8:00 PM

SVVEETTTLLAANNAA && TTHHEE DDEELLAANNCCEEEYYY SSIIX
With Special Guest Tap Dancer Calvin Booker!

An exhilarating, energetic “dose of jazz vocals” (Time Out),  
“shining instrumentals” (Wall Street Journal), and a dash of yesteryear  

will “get you ready to swing and be moved” (Jazz Lives)!

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  (indoors in case of rain)  
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn, NY
www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

HHHOOOTTT SSUUUMMMMMEERR  NNNIGGGGHHHTTSSS
Free Outdoor Concert Series

SPONSORED BY BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT ERIC L. ADAMS
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984 
www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833-8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11252, (718) 765-7368
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or
 (718) 338-3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS

327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY MERLE EXIT
The New York Sharks came up 
short of an Independent Wom-
en’s Football League champion-
ship earlier this month, falling 
40–34 to the Minnesota Vixens 
in the second round of the play-
offs, but the squad is not sunk 
yet. 

Ten players from the team 
were selected for the league 
All-Star game on July 23, part 
of a full weekend of events be-
fore the championship game in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

The Sharks will send quar-
terback Karen Mulligan, wide 
receivers Erika Cottle and 
Maggie Natell, offensive line-
man Stephanie Reynolds, de-
fensive ends Tynisha George 
and Delamara Reece, lineback-
ers Brooklyn Fields and Gabri-
ella Farrell, and cornerbacks 
Nhandi Brown and Jewell 
Grimsley. 

The group is hoping that the 
all-star game will help erase 
some of the more painful mem-
ories from the season-ending 
loss. 

“Playing in the all-star game 
will mean a lot to me,” Brown 
said. “It shows me that when 
you put in all the hard work 
and dedication it shows others 
you can do anything. I could 
not have achieved my goals if it 
was not for my Shark family.”

The Sharks matchup against 
Minnesota wasn’t just a dif-
fi cult end to the season, it was 
also a historic rematch. 

The last time the two 
teams met was in 1999 when 
the Vixens were barnstorm-
ing through the United States, 
showing that women were play-
ing tackle football. At that time, 
the Sharks were a well-known 
fl ag football team on Long Is-
land. A challenge gave the 
Sharks just two months to pre-
pare, but the squad found a way 
to edge out a 12–6 victory. 

During the 2016 matchup, 
however, New York wound up 
on the wrong side of the score-
board. 

Both teams had an 8–0 re-
cord with the Vixens coming 

BY LAURA AMATO
He’s embracing his personal 
devils.

Poly Prep pitcher Oliver 
McCarthy walked onto the 
campus at Duke University 
last year and knew, almost im-
mediately, that he was home. 
It took a few months to make 
it offi cial, but now McCarthy 
has made sure he’ll be a Blue 
Devil for life. The junior ver-
bally committed to Duke last 
week, cementing a home for 
himself on the North Carolina 
campus. 

McCarthy hasn’t stopped 
smiling for days. 

“[Duke] was actually one of 
the only visits I went on, and 
I was blown away,” McCarthy 
said. “We went to the Cam-

eron Crazies night, we saw 
the classrooms, the architec-
ture and it was all incredible. 
I loved everything Duke could 
offer me academically and ath-
letically.”

McCarthy also visited 
Stanford — where teammate 
Daniel Bakst  will head next 
season  — but couldn’t ignore 
the pull he felt toward Duke. 

“Stanford is a great pro-
gram, absolutely,” he said. 
“But, in the end, I felt more at 
home and more of a connec-
tion with Duke.”

McCarthy is fresh off 
a dominant season on the 
mound for Poly Prep this 
spring. He posted an 8–1 re-
cord on the mound, including 
a shutout win over Fieldston 

in the semifi nals of the New 
York State Association of Inde-
pendent Schools playoffs. He 
also racked up 61 strikeouts in 
53 innings with a 1.58 earned 
run average.

McCarthy has two more 
seasons of high-school ball in 
front of him, but he’s already 
anxious to prove himself 
against some of the best col-
lege competition in the coun-
try. In fact, it’s something he’s 
been dreaming of since he fi rst 
started playing baseball. 

“Playing in the Atlantic 
Coast Conference has been a 
goal of mine for a long time,” 
McCarthy said. “The team 
I’m playing on this summer — 
Team Elite — a lot of the guys 

Continued on page 55

Continued on page 55

• ‘He’s well aware that 
everybody knows he’s a 
No. 1’

• ‘Xaverian has been 
part of my blood 
since 1979.’

— Cyclones skipper Tom Gamboa on new ace 
pitcher Justin Dunn.

— New Clippers boys basketball coach 
and Xaverian alum Tom Burns.

Blue Devil for life: Poly Prep 
pitcher commits to Duke

Sharks look for redemption in all-star game

BOUNCING BACK: Sharks cornerback Nhandi Brown and teammates are hoping for a strong performance at 
the Independent Women’s Football League all-star game in North Carolina on July 23 after falling to the Min-
nesota Vixens in the playoffs. Andrew Richter / New York Sharks

DEVILS’ DAY: Poly Prep ace Oliver McCarthy said he felt an immediate 
connection to Duke as soon as he stepped on campus, and was anxious 
to commit to the baseball team. Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Lowell 7
Cyclones 3
July 15 at MCU Park

Brooklyn starter Merandy 
Gonzalez could never get into 
a rhythm on the mound as the 
Cyclones fell 7–3 to Lowell last 
Friday night at MCU Park. 

Gonzalez gave up fi ve runs 
in six innings and was unable 
to hold on to an early lead.

“We could see from the get-
go that he just wasn’t sharp to-
night,” manager Tom Gamboa 
said of Gonzalez’s performance. 
“A lot of deep counts. His stuff 
was ok, but it seemed like we 
were going 2–2, 3–2 on every 
hitter. It felt like we were in the 
second game of a doubleheader 
when it got to the sixth.”

The Spinners wasted no 
time getting on the board, 
scoring a pair of runs in the 
fi rst two innings. 

Brooklyn got on the board 
in the third. Michael Paez got 
it started with a double to deep 
center off Spinners starter Dar-
winzon Hernandez. Nick Serga-
kis reached on a throwing error 
by Tovar, putting runners on 
the corners. Jacob Zanon’s sac-
rifi ce fl y to center scored Paez 
to cut the lead to 2–1. A Pete 
Alonso walk and Colby Wood-
mansee groundout put runners 
on second and third with two 
out. Dan Rizzie came through 
with a two-run double down the 
third base line to give the Cy-
clones a 3–2 lead.

That was as much offense 
as the Cyclones would be able 
to muster. Other than the third 
inning, Brooklyn was held to 
two hits.

Lowell 4
Cyclones 0
July 16 at MCU Park

Brooklyn’s bats were si-
lenced in a 4–0 loss to Low-
ell on Saturday night at MCU 
Park. It was the second shut-
out in the series and it’s start-
ing to feel like 2015 with the 
lack of production from the 
Cyclones lineup.

“I keep saying that I think 
there’s better personnel on 
this team, but certainly the 
averages after 29 games don’t 

lie,” manager Tom Gamboa 
said. “We’re right there where 
we were a year ago at the bot-
tom of the pack.”

Lowell took the lead 
against Brooklyn starter Nabil 
Crismatt in the second. Victor 
Acosta led off with a single, 
moved to second on a ground-
out and scored on Carlos To-
var’s single to center.

Crismatt settled down after 
that — and retired nine batters 
in a row — before designated 
hitter Tyler Hill led off the sixth 
with a home run. Crismatt gave 
up two runs in six innings and 
struck out fi ve.

The Cyclones lone scoring 
chance came in the sixth. Ar-
naldo Berrios and Jay Jabs 
drew walks, bringing Jacob 
Zanon to the plate with run-
ners at fi rst and second and 
one out. Zanon hit a soft liner 
to short which was snagged by 
Tovar. Berrios was caught off 
second and Tovar dove to the 
base and slapped it with his 
glove to end the inning.

Adam Atkins entered to 
pitch the seventh for the Cy-
clones and his error — trying 
to underhand fl ip the ball to 
fi rst — allowed the Spinners to 
pad the lead.

Hudson Valley 4
Cyclones 1
July 17 at Hudson Valley

The Cyclones were held to 

two hits in the team’s fourth 
consecutive loss, falling 4–1 to 
Hudson Valley on Sunday.

Brooklyn’s lone run came 
early as Pete Alonso reached 
on a throwing error by Rene-
gades third baseman Jim Ha-
ley to begin the second. With 
Alonso on second and two out, 
Jay Jabs hit one to third which 
led to Haley’s second throwing 
error and a 1–0 lead for the Cy-
clones as Alonso scored. It was 
the fi rst run Travis Ott sur-
rendered in 2016.

The Renegades bounced 
back after the miscues and 
took the lead in the bottom of 
the frame with three runs off 
Brooklyn starter Joel Huer-
tas. With runners on the cor-
ners and two outs, a run-scor-
ing single from Jose Rojas tied 
the score at one. Bill Pujols fol-
lowed with a double to left to 
score two runs and give Hud-
son Valley a 3–1 lead.

Huertas gave up three runs 
on fi ve hits, walked one and 
struck out two in his two in-
nings of work. He left the game 
with an injury while warming 
up in the third.

Hudson Valley tacked on a 
run against Mets fi rst-round 
pick Justin Dunn in the sev-
enth. Danny De La Calle led off 
with a double to right, moved 
to third on an errant pick-off 
throw from catcher Ali San-

BY DAVID RUSSELL
Dunn’s just begun!

Mets fi rst-round draft 
pick Justin Dunn has 
pitched three games as a Cy-
clone so far this season, giv-
ing up one run in six innings 
of relief. Soon, however, 
Dunn’s role in Brooklyn will 
change when he joins the 
team’s starting rotation. The 
former Boston College ace 
will toss three stanzas per 
appearance to protect his 
arm. Dunn has impressed 
from the get-go, but Brook-
lyn manager Tom Gamboa 
said it’s still too early to put 
any extra pressure on the 
20-year-old. 

“His athleticism and the 
looseness of his arm and 
his stuff is reminiscent of a 
young Doc Gooden,” Gam-
boa said.

Gamboa’s comparison, 
however, may add some 
fuel to the expectation-fi re. 
Dunn’s stats during his ju-
nior season with the Eagles 
also helped create a reputa-
tion for the right-hander be-
fore he took the mound as a 
pro. 

The 6-foot-2 ace struck 
out 72 batters in just over 65 
innings last season, leading 
Boston College to the pro-
gram’s fi rst-ever National 
Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion Tournament Super Re-
gional appearance. He fi n-
ished the season with a 2.06 
earned run average — fourth 
on the Eagles’ single-season 
record list — and held oppos-

ing batters to a .214 average. 
Gamboa noted that it was 

easy to see why the Mets se-
lected Dunn with the team’s 
fi rst-round pick in this 
year’s draft after watching 
the righty throw a 97-miles-
per-hour fastball with ease. 
The Cyclones manager was 
impressed with Dunn, but 
Gamboa is determined to 
keep things as normal as 
possible — particularly now 
that the fi rst-rounder’s role 
is evolving. 

“He’s well aware that ev-
erybody knows he’s a No. 1 
— all the eyes are on you,” 
Gamboa said. “And we’ve 
done everything we can to 
just tell him to just pretend 
he’s pitching at Boston Col-
lege. You don’t have to im-
press us, because you al-
ready did.”

The Mets program is 
careful with its arms and 
has Dunn pitching once a 
week on a strict schedule. 
It doesn’t bother the Long 
Island native. In fact, the 
schedule has helped make 
the transition to pro ball eas-
ier. 

“Whenever I get a chance 
to get the ball, it’s just work 
for me,” Dunn said. “I’ve 
pitched out of the pen, so I’m 
used to getting ready quick, 
but I also do take the starter 
mentality out there where 
I’m backing off and just try-
ing to let my stuff work.”

Dunn’s mechanics have 
led to high praise from the 

Dunn with the bullpen

Swing and a miss: 
Brooklyn’s struggles 

QUALITY START: Mets fi rst-round pick Justin Dunn has had suc-
cess out of the bullpen after joining the Cyclones this summer, but 
now hopes to take his game to the next level when he joins the 
team’s starting rotation. Brooklyn Cyclones

WILD NIGHT: Adam Atkins took the mound against the Lowell Spinners in 
the seventh inning on July 16, and made a wild throw to fi rst that lead to 
a two-base error. Photo by Angel Zayas

Continued on page 55
Continued on page 55
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BY LAURA AMATO
The Clippers team has a brand-
new leader.  

Xaverian alum and for-
mer junior varsity coach Tom 
Burns was offi cially named 
varsity boys basketball coach 
on July 14, taking over for long-
time leader Jack Alesi. 

It’s a promotion for Burns, 
who has been part of the Clip-
pers community for nearly 40 
years — and one that comes 
with plenty of expectations — 
and the new head coach isn’t 
backing away from the chal-
lenge. He knows he’s got big 
shoes to fi ll and he’s more than 
ready to do just that.

“I was honored to be asked 
to do this and really just proud, 
especially after graduating 
from Xaverian and playing ball 
while I was there,” Burns said. 
“Xaverian has been part of my 
blood since 1979, and I’m happy 
to be part of this family.”

Burns was witness to the 
Clippers’ success over the last 
30 years — as a player and a 
coach — including last sea-
son’s Catholic High School 
Athletic Association champi-
onship run. 

In fact, he was on the side-
lines when Xaverian lifted the 
championship trophy just a 
few months ago, and he’s anx-
ious to build on the program’s 
winning tradition. 

“You want to help them 
compete at a high level,” Burns 
said. “It’s always going to be 
about the kids as people fi rst 
and players second. I’ve taken 
that approach in basketball 
ever since I started coaching. 
If I can just continue that and 
focus on that, I think every-
thing else will fall into place in 
a very positive way for them.”

Burns isn’t coming into his 
new role with the Clippers en-
tirely unprepared. 

He is a member of the 
school’s Athletic Hall of Fame 
and has served as guidance 
counselor, dean of students, 

and director of the Clippers’ 
summer basketball camp. 
Burns also founded the Fast-
break Basketball center on 
Staten Island. 

He worked with Alesi for 
the last 21 years — coaching 
both the freshman and junior 
varsity teams and winning a 
city title in 1996. 

Burns isn’t a new face and 
he’s confi dent that his famil-
iarity with the Clippers will 
serve him well next season. 

“I’ve been part of this school 
for close to four decades,” he 
said. “I’ve had so many differ-
ent jobs within the school, and 
I’ve been part of the basketball 
program for a long, long time. 
I just take so much pride in be-
ing part of this program and 
this school.”

Burns is thrilled to take the 
team’s helm. It won’t be easy 
and Burns certainly isn’t ex-
pecting a city title to fall into 
his lap right away, but he’s 
more than ready for the season 
to get underway, anxious to be 
on the court with his team. 

“For me personally it’ll be 
about the players and what I 
can do to help them become 
better competitors and better 
people,” Burns said. “That’s 
what Xaverian has done for me 
and my family. It’s given us an 
opportunity to be part of some-
thing special.”

Meet Xaverian’s new 
boys basketball coach

in as the Midwest Conference 
Champions and earning the 
home-fi eld advantage in the St. 
Paul area.

The squads exchanged 
touchdowns throughout reg-
ulation and went into double 
overtime knotted at 34–34. The 
Vixens then – quite literally – 
grabbed the victory with a late 
interception, scoring the game-
winning touchdown and send-

ing the Sharks back to New 
York just short of the squad’s 
ultimate goal. 

The Sharks didn’t capture a 
title, but the 10 players compet-
ing in this weekend’s all-star 
game are an example of just 
how much talent was on this 
year’s roster. New York fi nished 
the season among the top fi ve 
in several statistical categories, 
including Mulligan’s league-
leading 1,104 passing yards. 

The group is going to do its 
best to represent the squad well 
in North Carolina, but the play-

ers are also determined to have 
fun in their last game on the 
gridiron this summer. 

After all, that’s what defi ned 
this season — fun. 

“This particular season has 
been amazing, full of great bat-
tles between my team and oth-
ers,” Brown said. “It has been 
a wonderful adventure for me, 
and I am so happy that I was 
able to spend time with these 
amazing women. Working with 
this team was simply magical 
and so much love between each 
of us.”

are playing on ACC schools. 
We’ve all become close 
friends and it’s going to be 
awesome competing against 
some of the best players in 
the country after playing 
with them this summer.”

McCarthy’s decision to 
commit even before starting 
his junior season may strike 
some as odd, but the south-
paw doesn’t have any regrets. 
In fact, making the decision 
helped McCarthy breathe a 
bit easier. 

“My family has a huge 
emphasis on academics and I 
think this decision will help 
a lot with my junior year,” 
he said. “It’s just more mo-
tivation to work hard in the 
classroom and on the fi eld. 
It takes a lot of the weight off 
my shoulders.”

McCarthy knows he has to 

wait before he can offi cially 
call himself a Blue Devil — at 
least of the Duke variety — 
but he’s more than willing to 
do just that. 

After all, he’s got a jam-
packed schedule ahead of 
him. 

McCarthy will play at 
the Perfect Game World Se-
ries later this month and has 
been tossing bullpen sessions 
at Poly Prep whenever he has 
a few days at home. 

It’s all part of McCarthy’s 
plan — to get better. His col-
lege decision is set, but Mc-
Carthy isn’t willing to rest 
on his verbal-commitment 
laurels. He’s got two years be-
fore heading to Duke, and he’s 
going to use every moment to 
make sure he’s ready. 

“I’m just looking to get the 
leg work in and getting ready 
to compete before heading 
into the school year,” McCa-
rthy said. “I couldn’t be more 
excited.”

NEW NAME, SAME GAME: Tom 
Burns is set to take over the Xaver-
ian boys hoops program next sea-
son, but the long-time coach has 
been part of the Clippers commu-
nity for nearly 40 years. 
 Xaverian High Schoolx

Cyclones, including Brooklyn 
pitching coach Billy Bryk Jr. 

“My fi rst game report, I put 
him at the very least being a 
third man in the rotation in the 
big leagues, and then also pos-
sibly a back end guy,” Bryk Jr. 
said. “His arm works so well, 

it’s got longevity. It’s so fl uid 
in his delivery. He’s got a very 
sound, polished delivery.”

Dunn’s pitching schedule 
may change once he becomes a 
starter, but it won’t change the 
way he looks at the game.  And 
if Gamboa is right, Dunn is al-
ready primed for a run at the 
big leagues. 

“As good as he is on the 
mound, he’s a better guy off the 

fi eld,” Gamboa said. “He’s very 
intelligent, he’s very humble, 
he observes everything and, as 
is not always the case, he was 
immediately taken in and liked 
by all of his teammates because 
of his personality. And that’s a 
credit to him and the way his 
folks raised him, because he’s 
defi nitely the way you want 
your youngster to grow up to 
be like.”

chez and scored on a Jose Ro-
jas single to make it 4–1.

Cyclones 6
Hudson Valley 3
July 18 at Hudson Valley

The Cyclones offense fi -
nally came alive on Monday 
afternoon, staging a late-
game rally to notch a much-
needed 6–3 victory over Hud-
son Valley. 

Hudson Valley broke a 
scoreless tie by manufactur-
ing a run in the fi fth. Angel 
Perez led off with an infi eld 
single and scored on Danny De 
La Calle’s grounder to third.

Third baseman Blake 
Tiberi’s throw home was just 
late as Perez — diving in head-
fi rst — scored to make it 1–0.

Then — after four games 
of offensive miscues — the Cy-
clones exploded in the sixth. 
Pete Alonso got it started with 
a two-out walk. Tiberi fol-
lowed with a double and Colby 
Woodmansee drove them both 
in with a two-run single to 
give Brooklyn the lead. Jacob 
Zanon added to the hit parade 
with a ball towards second 
base, but Miles Mastrobuo-
ni’s throw to fi rst was too late 
to get the out as Woodmansee 
scored. Jay Jabs followed with 
a run-scoring double to give 
the Cyclones a 4–1 lead.

The four runs in the in-
ning were as many as the Cy-
clones scored in the previous 
four games combined.

Alonso padded the lead 
with a two-run homer in the 
seventh. He went two-for-four 

with two runs batted in and 
two runs scored.

Hudson Valley 3
Cyclones 2
July 19 at Hudson Valley

Brooklyn’s offensive woes 
continued on Tuesday night 
— despite the best efforts of 
outfi elder Gene Cone — as the 
Cyclones dropped a 3–2 game 
at Hudson Valley. 

The Cyclones got on the 
board in the third, jumping 
out to an early lead. Cone sin-
gled with one out and scored 
on Colby Woodmansee’s sac-
rifi ce fl y.

The Renegades evened 
the score in the bottom of the 
frame. Jose Rojas led off with 
a single over Brooklyn starter 
Gabriel Llanes. Landon Gray 
grounded into a force out and 
then moved to second on a 
groundout. With two outs, 
Ryan Boldt singled to cen-
ter, scoring Gray to knot the 
game at one all.

Hudson Valley starter 
Eduard Rosillo lasted four 
innings, giving up only one 
run on one hit although he 
walked fi ve.

In the fi fth, Cone greeted 
J.D. Busfi eld Jr. with a triple 
to center and scored on a Paez 
sacrifi ce fl y. 

Once again, Hudson Val-
ley didn’t trail for long. Miles 
Mastrobuoni began the fi fth 
with a bunt single. Joe Olson 
reached on an error by Nick 
Sergakis as the Renegades 
had runners on the corners 
with nobody out. Bill Pujols 
bunted for a single to load the 
bases and Boldt seized the op-
portunity, driving in two runs 
with a double to right fi eld. 

Continued from page 54 
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones. 

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.  

TUES. JULY 26th   

BROOKLYN- 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY 
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 

Buckley’s 
2926 Avenue S 

MON. JULY 25th  

BROOKLYN- 
BAY RIDGE 

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 
The Greenhouse Café 

7717 Third Avenue 


