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BY LAUREN GILL
They are the cream of the 
crop! 

A group of four ice 
cream experts will dis-
cuss the history of the 
tasty treat at the Brooklyn 
Historical Society on July 
28. The foodie-in-chief of 
the “Brooklyn Screams 
for Ice Cream!” panel says 

that audiences can expect 
to get the inside scoop on 
the borough’s best frozen 
dairy creators of the past 
and the present. 

“What I really like to do 
is weave history in with 
the modern perspective,” 
said food historian Sarah 
Lohman. “We’re going 
to learn about what’s im-

portant about making ice 
cream, its texture, its fl a-
vors, and what makes the 
ice cream makers tick.” 

Lohman will moder-
ate the discussion with 
ice cream historian Laura 
Weiss and representatives 
from Van Leeuwen and 
Ample Hills, two of the 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Avengers assemble … elsewhere.

A 13-foot bronze statue depict-
ing Disney-owned superhero Cap-
tain America  coming to Prospect 
Park next month  is little more 
than free advertising for a multi-
billion-dollar fi lm and comic fran-
chise that doesn’t belong in the 
borough’s sacred public green 
space, say disgruntled park-go-
ers.

“I feel terrible about it,” said 
65-year-old Park Sloper Annie 
Ellman. “This park is one of very 
few places that really are natural. 
I would hate to see it fi lled it up 
with companies’ statues.”

Borough President Adams 
said he was “thrilled” earlier this 
month when announcing a deal 
he’d brokered with Marvel to in-
stall the statue of Steve Rogers’s 
super-powered alter ego some-
where in Brooklyn’s Backyard 
— probably near the carousel on 
the Prospect-Lefferts Gardens 
side of the park, sources say — for 
two weeks starting on Aug. 10, in 
honor of the character’s 75th anni-
versary. 

The comic-book character was 
originally from Manhattan, but 

BY MAX JAEGER
Their orders are up.

Gravesend staple the 
Del Rio Diner will serve 
its last meal on July 24 
after 40 years, and indus-
try insiders say the iconic 
eatery’s closure is just an 
appetizer, because Brook-
lyn’s 24-hour mom-and-
pop eateries are toast in 

the wake of the minimum 
wage hike Gov. Cuomo 
signed in April.

“The minimum wage, 
that’s what broke the cam-
el’s back. It killed us,” said 
Del Rio co-owner Larry 
Georgeton. “The only way 
to compensate is you gotta 
hammer the menu — raise 

Continued on page 8
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Ghost hunter on the case!
BY JULIANNE CUBA

Who you gonna call? Janice 
Gunter!

An eccentric expert in super-
natural phenomena is search-
ing the streets of Bay Ridge for 
proof of the paranormal. In the 
upcoming comedy series  “Janice 
Gunter: Ghost Hunter”  the main 
character (played by actress and 
comedian Elizabeth McDonough), 
hits the streets the moment she 

clocks out of her day job, with her 
mother trailing close behind with 
a camera. Two episodes of the se-
ries will get a preview screening 
at Videology in Williamsburg on 
July 28.

We chatted with the Bay Ridge 
character about her ability to see 
dead people, which has been pres-
ent since she was a kid.

“Ever since I was a little child 

Continued on page 6
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TREAT!: Ample Hills Cream-
ery owner Brian Smith will 
participate in a panel on all 
things ice cream.

SHE’S GOT A SIXTH SENSE: Bay Ridge ghost hunter Janice Gunter (Elizabeth 
McDonough) advertises her sleuthing skills while her “Ma” acts as camera 
woman. Her new series gets a preview screening on July 28 in Williamsburg. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Dine and dashed Talk dishes on ice cream

Park-goers: 
‘Cap’ bust 

is a free ad SHE’S 
GOT 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The embattled owner 
of Park Slope old folks’ 
home Prospect Park 
Residence failed to pay 
his elderly tenants $3.1 
million he owes them as 
part of a lawsuit settle-
ment. 

Landlord Haysha De-
istch in June agreed to 
pay a handful of seniors 
$3.35 million to leave the 
tony Grand Army Plaza 
building he has been try-
ing to boot them out of for 
two years — but, as fi rst 
reported by the Post, he 
didn’t cough up the cash 
by his July 15 deadline, 
screwing residents who 
have already put down 
deposits on new places to 
live, according to their 
loved ones.

“It’s a bad situation, 
because what are we sup-
posed to do?” said Nancy 
Richardson, whose 
93-year-old pal AnneMa-
rie Mogil lives in the 
home. “You’re counting 
on getting that money and 
all of sudden, as he’s done 
before, he comes up with 
some reason why he can’t 
do it.”

Deitsch has been try-
ing to empty the building 
and  sell it to investment 
fi rm Sugar Hill Capital 
Partners since 2014 , but 
the transaction was put 
on ice after a few nonage-
narian residents  refused 
to leave and sued to stay 
instead  — kicking off a 
long and high-profi le law-
suit that became mired in 
sideshow battles over ac-
cusations that he was try-
ing to force the holdouts 
to leave by  serving them 
moldy food ,  raising their 
rent , and  cutting central 
air conditioning in sum-
mer . 

Under the terms of 
the settlement, the old-
sters were supposed to 
leave by Aug. 31, but only 
if Deitsch paid them the 
handsome sum so they 
could find somewhere 
appropriate to relocate. 
He met earlier payments 
totalling $250,000, but 
missed the big payout on 
Friday.

Deitsch was planning 
to cover the costs with 
part of a $7-million secu-
rity deposit that Sugar 
Hill put down to secure 
the $76-million sale of the 
property once all the ten-
ants were gone, accord-
ing to his attorney Joel 
Drucker. 

But about a week 
before the money was 
due, the company — 
which had no role or 
responsibility in the 
sett lement — refused 
to let him use its cash 
to make the payment, 
Drucker said.

Now, he claims, his cli-
ent is in a catch 22.

“They want them all 
out before they’ll close 
and we can’t get them 
out until they let us 
use their money,” said 
Drucker. 

Sugar Hill said it does 
still want to buy the prop-
erty, and it is “working 
diligently” towards fi nd-
ing a mutually agreeable 
solution for all parties, 
but would not expand on 
how or what that might 
look like.

Meanwhile, Deitsch 
has also defaulted on the 
$33.4 million mortgage 

he took out to buy the 
building in 2006, and is 
 now facing foreclosure  
on the property, which 
he plans to contest in 
court.

But Deitsch, the 
son-in-law of  high-pro-
file developer Shaya 
Boymelgreen , owns 
other properties, in-
cluding  several he 
bought on Fourth Ave-
nue for $10 million last 
year  with the inten-
tion of erecting luxury 
apartments.

The residents’ attor-
neys may be able to place 
liens on that land to se-
cure their clients’ cash, 
one of the residents’ at-
torneys  told DNA Info . 
But one of their other 
lawyers said he is wor-
ried the landlord may be 
able to avoid paying by 
declaring bankruptcy.

“I’m not really con-
fi dent about anything, 
this case has been such a 
cluster,” said Fred Millet. 
“We’re going to do every-
thing we can for our cli-
ents to get this money, but 
if Haysha decides to fi le 
bankruptcy, I don’t know 
what we can do at that 
point.”

P’Park Residence owner stiffs tenants on $3M

STILL HANGING IN THERE:
(Left) Resident AnneMarie 
Mogil had made plans to move 
out of (above) Prospect Park 
Residence, but can’t until she 
gets her settlement cash from 
embattled owner Haysha De-
istch.  Photos by Jason Speakman

Same old story

www.bayridgeloans.org
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Borrow  
$10,000 

for as low as

$200/
month*

10,000

June 15, 2016

PERSONAL LOAN

Ten Thousand
Your Name Here

0000000
0000000

00
0000000

*Payments based on 7.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments. Rates 
are based on creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. 

Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Apply today 
— applications 
available 24/7.
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Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
A Georgetown resident 
who tried to clean up a 
derelict E. 65th Street 
house was chased off by 
a pack of raccoons, and 
now locals are demand-
ing the city step in and 
secure the pest-infested 
dwelling. But municipal 
workers won’t trap the 
masked mammals un-
less they have rabies, 
and neighbors don’t 
want to get close enough 
to make a diagnosis, one 
said.

“I called 311, the 
woman on the phone 
asked me if it was rabid, 
and I asked her if she 
wants me to go get bit so 
I can find out,” said Dori 
Ramos, who lives next 
door.

The raccoon room-
ing house between Av-
enues M and N has been 
otherwise vacant since 
its owner died about 
three years ago, and the 
yard is so overgrown 
that weeds are creeping 
onto Ramos’s property 
and threatening to dam-
age her home’s founda-
tion, she said. She sent 

her 20-year-old  son on 
a July 12 bushwhacking 
excursion, but a few of 
the beasts ran him off 
the property, according 
to Ramos, who said she’s 
frightened by the crit-
ters’ newfound boldness.

“It started to become 
aggressive and started 
coming at him,” she said. 

“And on the top of her 
shed there was another 
raccoon. We’ve never 
seen them out in the day 
like that. I was spooked 
all night last night, ev-
ery time I went into my 
yard, I was looking over 
my shoulder.”

There is little the city 
can do about the wild 

animals or the derelict 
home, officials said.

“The city doesn’t 
do anything about rac-
coons. If they are rabid 
that’s a whole different 
story, but most are not,” 
said Alan Maisel (D–Ma-
rine Park), who also said 
similar vacant homes is 
a widespread problem in 
his district.

The Department of 
Buildings issued two vi-
olations on the home — 
one on May 15 for failure 
to maintain the build-
ing in a code compliant 
manner, and another 
on July 11 for vehicles 
stored on the property, 
according to a depart-
ment spokesman. 

But the city won’t seal 
off the property or issue 
any orders because it is 
not considered a public 
safety hazard — and it’s 
the owner’s responsibil-
ity to maintain, he said. 

The owner’s daughter, 
Gina Sorrentino, says 
she started caring for 
the home when her mom 
died. Sorrentino lives on 
far-away Staten Island 

LOOKING FOR HELP: Neighbor Dori Ramos wants the city to fi x 
up the vacant home right next door.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

Distemper tantrum

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re going wild!

Gerritsen Beach’s rac-
coons have been acting 
crazy lately — shaking, 
walking aimlessly, and 
just falling over — but no 
one knows for sure why. 
The pesky rodents aren’t 
new to the peninsular 
nabe but their odd behav-
ior is, said one Hyman 
Court resident who spot-
ted a masked mammal in 
her backyard last month. 

“Usually there are reg-
ular raccoons just run-
ning around. It was the 
first time I’ve seen them 
act like that. The way he 
was acting he just looked 
very sick — he was walk-
ing over and licking liq-
uid off the f loor, and then 
he stood up and tipped 
over backwards,” said 
Kelly McGowan, adding 
that it did not appear ag-
gressive or rabid. “He 
was curled up in a ball 
and then I don’t know if 
he was dead or sleeping.”

Dozens of residents 
have reported kooky en-
counters like McGowan’s 
on social media in recent 
weeks, leading locals to 
believe the animals have 
been chowing down on rat 
poison left out by contrac-
tors fi xing homes through 
the city’s Build It Back hur-
ricane-recovery program.

But experts say the 
raccoons are exhibiting 

symptoms of distemper, a 
virus affecting the stom-
ach, respiratory, and ner-
vous systems.

It is impossible to know 
without testing, but the 
condition does not sound 
like poisoning or rabies, 
according to a veterinar-
ian at the Animal Clinic 
of Marine Park.

“Rabies is much more 
violent. Distemper is not 
really — just difficult 
time walking, seizures. It 
could be distemper, hard 
to say without examining 
it,” said Dr. Martin Ko-
pel. “Rat poisoning would 
cause bleeding.”

And other authorities 
on the matter agree poi-
son is probably out of the 
question — the other vi-
ral disease, which is not 
threatening to humans or 
vaccinated pets — seems 
more likely, said the 
owner of Kingsway Exter-
minating in Marine Park. 

An exterminator 
agreed, saying that the 
critters are not showing 
the main symptom of poi-
soning — death.

“I doubt very much that 
it is caused by rat poison, 
because then you would 
just see dead raccoons,” 
said Charles Kourbage. “It 
is defi nitely a possibility 
that it could be distemper.”

The city has not re-
ceived any reports of ra-

It’s wild abandon
Neighbors: Deserted house is crawling with raccoons

BY MAX JAEGER
Come on in, the water is 
fi ne!

The Parks Department 
re-opened Coney Island 
Beach on July 19 after clos-
ing it earlier that day be-
cause sharks were swim-
ming dangerously close to 
the shore. It was the fi rst 
time in recent memory that 
the city has banned bath-
ing because of the swim-
ming killing machines, of-
fi cials said.

“We don’t have records 
that go that far back — 
suffi ce it to say, it seems 
to have been a long time,” 
said Parks Department 
spokesman Sam Bieder-
man.

Big schools of feeder 
fi sh attracted what ap-
peared to be basking 
sharks — a fi lter feeder 
that can grow up to 20 feet 
long — strangely close to 
Coney bathers, according 
to New York Aquarium di-

rector Jon Dohlin.
“What we think 

brought them in so close 
— which is unusual — 
is schools of small for-
age fish sighted along 
with these sharks,” he 
said.

The fi sh are not dan-
gerous to humans, but 
the city has cordoned 
off the coast to play it 
safe, Biederman said.

“Out of an abun-

SHAAAARK!
City closes Coney Island beaches after jaws spotted

Virus is causing kookiness in 
raccoons, experts suspect

HUNCHBACK: Raccoons have been spotted in Gerritsen Beach act-
ing strangely — shaking, hunching over, and collapsing. 
 Kelly McGowan

GUMS!: The city closed Coney Is-
land Beach because people spot-
ted basking sharks like this one 
off its shores.

Continued on page 8Continued on page 8
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BY LAUREN GILL
This’ll take some spring out of 
your step.

Brooklyn Bridge Park hon-
chos claim they will fi nally re-
open the long-shuttered Squibb 
Park Bridge — the famously 
bouncy walkway that connected 
the green-space to the Brooklyn 
Heights Promenade until it  be-
came dangerously unstable two 
years ago  — next spring, but with 
far less bounce this time. 

And locals are happy to fi nally 
take a walk on the mild side — 
one area mom said traversing the 
old wobbly walkway used to leave 
her tot trembling.

“That will be a good thing,” 
said Kathryn Ali, who has lived in 
Brooklyn Heights for three years. 
“I have a 3-year-old son who used 
to be terrifi ed to use it.”

News of the bridge’s return 
date —  fi rst reported by the 
New York Times  — comes seven 
months after  park leaders an-
nounced that they were fi ring 

the bridge’s creator , engineering 
fi rm HNTB, and fi ling a $3-mil-
lion suit against it for creating 
an “inherently fl awed” design 
that became so deformed after 
it opened in March 2013, they 
had to close the bridge in August 
2014.

The zig-zagging pathway — 
designed by celebrated bridge 
brainiac Ted Zoli — then stayed 
off-limits for 17 months while the 
semi-private organization that 
runs the park  refused  to  tell  citi-
zens what was wrong with it, and 
missed multiple reopening dead-
lines, before it pointed the fi nger 
at HNTB in January for creating 
a crummy design then failing to 
fi x it. 

The park then recruited en-
gineering outfi t Arup Group to 
devise a way tame the Squibb, 
which it says will involve using 
clamps and steel pins to subdue 
the shaky span. 

The fi rm told the Times it will 
be a “relatively simple” repair, 

though it will nevertheless be 
at least eight months before it is 
back in action — or inaction, as 
the case may be. 

That is after construction will 
wrap up on the  controversial  
Pierhouse condominium complex 
— which is rising on either side 
of the Squibb — though park big-
wigs have long denied specula-
tion that there is any connection 
between the bridge’s closure and 
its proximity to the private devel-
opment.

The park will still have to 
select a construction manager 
— which will then go before its 
board of directors for approval 
— and then put out a request for 
proposals from interested con-
struction fi rms, according to a 
spokeswoman. 

But some park-goers say of-
fi cials should have stepped in to 
fi x the bridge years ago, instead 
of keeping residents without an-
swers or an easy route from the 
Promenade to Pier 1.

“I just wish they could have 
gotten it repaired sooner,” said 
a recent visitor to the park, who 
identifi ed herself as a Brooklyn 

Heights resident named Lolly, 
but refused to give her last name. 
“There’s so many people here 
now who would like to use it.” 

Park: Squibb Bridge back next spring with less bounce

STILL BEHIND BARS: The Squibb Bridge has been closed for years, but Brooklyn 
Bridge Park honchos say it will be back in 2017.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

SCARED STIFF!

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
provides families with a sacred and permanent caring place 

for the cremated body of a loved one.

NYP 7/24/16

Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting one of our counselors.
www.ccbklyn.org
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
An allegedly drunk driver 
struck and killed 17-year-
old Gerritsen Beacher 
Sean Ryan while he was 
riding his bicycle on Ger-
ritsen Avenue on July 17, 
police said. 

The 24-year-old driver 
was headed towards Ger-
ritsen Point at the end 
of the avenue when he 
crossed over into the 
painted median and hit 
the teen — who was also 
riding in the median — 
head-on near Florence Av-
enue at 8:47 pm, according 
to authorities. 

Emergency responders 
pronounced Ryan dead at 
the scene and arrested 
the driver for vehicular 
manslaughter and driv-
ing while intoxicated, po-
lice said. The driver, who 
had a blood-alcohol level 
more than two times the 
legal limit, was speed-
ing and attempted to pass 
a car on his left but col-
lided head-on with Ryan, 
police said.

Officials are still in-
vestigating the crash, ac-
cording to authorities.

Ryan graduated from 
Xaverian High School in 
the spring and had plans 
to attend Iona College in 
the fall as a journalism 
major. He had a passion 
for sports — especially 
his favorite football team, 
the Notre Dame Fighting 
Irish, according to an 
obituary.

Ryan is survived by 
parents James and Do -
lores, siblings Shan-
non and A l lison, and 
his g randmother Ai-
leen — the family 
moved to the neighbor-
hood in 2 0 07.

Scores of Gerritsen 
Beachers gathered for 

a candlelight vigil for 
Ryan the night after 
he was killed. Friends, 
loved ones, and neigh-
bors walked to The Point 
at the end of Gerritsen 
Avenue to light candles 

and send off memorial 
balloons. 

Neighbors have also 
 raised more than $40,000  
for Ryan’s family, accord-
ing to website Go Fund 
Me.

Police: Drunk driver hit and killed teen

GERRITSEN TRAGEDY: (Above) 
A drunk driver hit and killed 
(left) 17-year-old Sean Ryan 
while he was riding a bike, po-
lice say. (Below) Friends, fam-
ily, and community members 
gathered to light candles and 
remember the young man. 

Gone in an instant Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com
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dance of safety, Parks 
closes beaches to swim-
mers when sharks are in 
the immediate area,” he 
said. “Because sharks 
have been sighted in cer-

tain areas of Coney Island 
Beach today, Parks has 
closed specific stretches 
of beach and will con-
tinue to monitor the situ-
ation.”

Area anglers and lito-
ralists have been  predict-
ing to this paper all year  
that  a booming crop of bun-

ker fi sh will bring meat-
eaters  — including sharks, 
whales, and seals — within 
striking distance of Brook-
lyn’s beaches.

Fishermen  plucked 17 
thresher sharks from the 
seas near Sheepshead Bay  
during a tournament last 
month.

SHARK
Continued from page 3
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I always used to see stuff 
that other people didn’t 
see and I just had a sort of 
‘Sixth Sense.’ I can defi -
nitely relate to the movie,” 
said Gunter.

But it was another 
glimpse of the silver screen 
that shaped Gunter’s am-
bition for the future — the 
fi rst two “Ghostbusters” 
movie, she said.

“Of course that was a 
huge infl uence on me as a 
child. When I actually saw 
the fi lms, at fi rst I thought 
they were documentaries 
but then my aunt explained 
to me this is actually ac-
tors,” said Gunter.

The new series, which 
is shot by her “Ma,” is an 
attempt to capture her tal-
ents on fi lm, so those with-
out her powers can see the 
otherworldly for them-
selves, she said.

“My passion is ghost 
hunting. Ma has helped 
me to pursue that and 
with ghosts you never 
know what’s going to 
happen and sometimes I 
never understand,” said 
Gunter. “This is one of 
humanity’s many myster-
ies but for some reason 
when you try to explain 
to people what you’ve 
seen they just don’t get it. 
We need some kind of evi-
dence here.”

Gunter — who wears a 
helmet lined with tin foil 
while out hunting — mostly 
navigates Bay Ridge for 
ghosts, but nearly every 
Brooklyn neighborhood 
has its own story to tell, 
she said.

“Boerum Hill — a lot 
of weird stuff going on 
there,” said Gunter. “Pros-
pect Park — a lot of suspi-
cious activity that’s hap-
pened there and bodies. 
One of the swans in the 
park is possessed by evil 
spirits — it’s a rumor. I 
have not been able to pin-
point which one, but I’ve 
been doing a lot of observa-
tion.”

Brooklyn is the best 
place to be for a ghost 
hunter, said Gunter, be-
cause it is fi lled with hints 
of the afterlife.

“I feel so fortunate to 
live in New York because 
there are so many people 
who have died here, al-
most like a cornucopia of 
dead people and ghosts,” 
she said. “I’m already 
here, I’m already at my 
Mecca as a ghost hunter, 
everywhere there’s his-
tory and everywhere 
there’s ghosts.”

“Janice Gunter: Ghost 
Hunter” at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468, www.vid-
e ol o g yb a r a n d c i n e m a .
com]. July 28 at 7 pm. 
Free.

Continued from page 1 

GHOST

BY DENNIS LYNCH
This exhibit is gonna be 
huge!

One of Donald Trump’s 
former presidential cam-
paign buses is heading 
for Dumbo’s Smack Mel-
lon gallery on July 30, but 
the two people behind the 
wheel are not supporters 
of the billionaire Repub-
lican — they have turned 
the bus into the country’s 
biggest, classiest rolling 
art installation against 
the candidate. Artists 
Mary Mihelic and Da-
vid Gleeson are circling 
the country on a mission 
to foster dialogue with 
Trump supporters and 
Trump opponents, and 
both camps are giving 
the contentious project 
plenty of attention, they 
said.

“Every time we stop 
we get people that come 
up and talk to us — both 
for and against Trump,” 
Gleeson said. “Yesterday 
we were walking back to 
the bus at a gas station in 
Tuscon [Arizona] and this 
bearded hippy motorcy-
cle-looking guy came up 
and got really close and in 
my face and said ‘So this 
is an anti-Trump bus? 
Well then f--- you!’ ”

Gleeson and Mihelic, 
who use the artistic name 
“t.Rutt,” have painted a 
period in between the “T” 
and “R” of Trump’s name 
on the side of the bus and 
changed the painted slo-
gan into “Let’s Make Fruit 
Punch Great Again,” but 
many people still mistake 
the bus for the original 
thing. Anti-Trump driv-
ers frequently give the 
pair strong middle fi ngers 

while on the highway, and 
vandals have attacked the 
bus with eggs, ketchup, 
and spray paint so many 
times that they now cam-
oufl age the sides of the bus 
overnight.

But also acts as a mag-
net for supporters of the 
New York billionaire who 
believe they are fi nding 
fellow Trump-ers, they 
said.

“If we said we hate 
Trump we’d never talk 
to any Trump people,” 
Mihelic said. “The emo-
tional fl ip that people 
have when they realize its 
anti-Trump, that moment 
when they change, you re-
alize you can change peo-
ple’s thinking through 
art.”

Mihelic and Gleeson 
purchased the bus for 

$14,000 on Craigslist. 
The Donald’s campaign 
bought the former bach-
elor party bus — with 
the stripper pole still in-
stalled — when the candi-
date was stumping across 
Iowa before the Feb. 1 cau-
cuses, then returned it to 
its previous owners, who 
sold it on.

The artistic pair have 
driven the bus to primary 
election states across the 
country, performing pro-
vocative pieces at each 
stop, including water-
boarding the bus in re-
sponse to Trump’s claims 
he will reinstate the prac-
tice if he makes it to the 
Oval Offi ce.

“We tie it down with 
cinder blocks and water, 
put a towel over the front, 
get on top, and dribble wa-

ter over it,” Gleeson said. 
“As funny as it sounds, 
it’s a little off-putting to 
see the water pouring 
down like that, because 
that’s what really hap-
pens.”

The pair hope to meet 
a welcoming crowd at 
Smack Mellon at the end 
of the month. The appear-
ance will be just nine 
days after the bus rolls 
Republican National 
Convention in Cleve-
land, Ohio — assuming 
the bus makes it out in 
one piece.

“T.RUMP Bus” at 
Smack Mellon [92 Plym-
outh Street between Main 
and Washington streets, 
(718) 834–8761, www.
smackmellon.org]. July 30 
at noon, July 31 at 3 pm. 
Free.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

ON THE CASE: Bay Ridge ghost hunter Janice Gunter (Elizabeth 
McDonough) and her “Ma” attempt to capture her talents on fi lm. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

PARTISAN ARTISANS: Mary Mihelic (pictured) and David Gleeson have turned one of Donald 
Trump’s former campaign buses into a rolling anti-Trump art installation, which will park in Dumbo 
on July 30. t.Rutt

Art of the wheel
Trump’s campaign bus rolls into Dumbo for election exhibit
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Back and neck pain 
make the simplest tasks 
nearly impossible.   

You may be unable 
to walk, bend, work, or 
drive as turning your 
head to see the car be-
hind you — a function 
we barely even think 
about under normal con-
ditions — is not possible. 
This kind of debilitating 
pain impacts the quality 
of life. 

It may be that you’ve 
tried to get help. You 
may have already seen 
doctors for traditional 
medical and chiroprac-
tic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the 
only possibility is sur-
gery. 

But this is not your 
only option. 

Dr. Di Giuseppi of the 
Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been 

treating patients with 
these conditions for 
more than 32 years, re-
instating their quality 
of life through nonsur-
gical treatment. No spi-
nal injections or drugs 
are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression 
therapy, a leading non-
surgical, alternative 
treatment for serious 
neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treat-
ment method has been 
shown to greatly re-
duce or eliminate back 
and neck pain,” says  
Dr. Di Giuseppi. “It has 
helped people who are at 
the end of their rope.”

Decompression ther-
apy effectively treats 
disabling low back, neck, 
and radiating leg and 
arm pain by reducing 
the pressure on spinal 
nerves, discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, ef-

fective, and amazing 
pain relief that enables 
most patients to return 
to a more active life-
style,” says the doctor. 
“There is a 90 percent 
success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop 
this procedure was con-
ducted by prominent 
physicians, engineers, 
and technicians at major 
teaching hospitals, says 
Dr. Di Giuseppi, who is 
trained in these meth-

ods. The certification 
course was designed by 
the leading expert in spi-
nal decompression, Dr. 
Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors world-
wide and treated thou-
sands of patients using 
a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain 
certification involves 
more than 40 hours of 
instruction, including 
hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certi-
fication examinations.  

“We are pleased that 
we can serve our pa-
tients and others in the 
community with ad-
vanced spinal decom-
pression therapy,” says  
Dr. Di Giuseppi.

Decompression ther-
apy begins with a series 
of sessions that typi-
cally run three or four 
times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient 

is fully clothed, either 
face down, or face up, on 
the table. During each of 
these sessions, electrical 
muscle stimulation, ul-
trasound, or therapeutic 
laser may be applied to 
help relax muscles and 
promote further healing 
of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, 
patients may be asked 
to complete specific ex-
ercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal 
stenosis, bulging, herni-
ated, and degenerative 
discs, pinched nerves, 
and sciatica have found 
relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brooklyn 
7123 10th Avenue at 
72nd Street in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Better options for back pain at Spine and Disc Center

BY DENNIS LYNCH
These subway stations are 
going wireless — but there 
are some strings attached.

The state will use three 
Brooklyn train terminals 
as a testing ground for new, 
high-tech depot designs, 
but fi rst it has to close the 
stations for half a year, offi -
cials announced on July 18. 
The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority plans 
to gussy up the R train’s 
Prospect Avenue, 53rd 
Street, and Bay Ridge Ave-
nue stations with free wifi , 
phone chargers, and train 
countdown clocks in a test 
run before it rolls out the 
amenities to 28 other tran-
sit hubs across the city, 
Gov. Cuomo and the state-
run agency announced. 
When work is done, subter-
ranean straphangers will 
be able to surf the web with 
unlimited juice, but the 
most important enhance-

ment is the humble timer, 
one rider said.

“The countdown clocks 
will be ideal,” said Bush-
wickian Abby Clifford, who 
works off the 53rd Street 
stop and said the R train’s 
indeterminacy is its big-
gest drawback. “It’s more 
frustrating when you have 

no idea when the train is 
coming. When you know, it 
seems much less bad.”

In addition, the fancy new 
stations will feature more 
effi cient lighting, new art, 
and digital displays letting 
people know if trains are on 
time before they swipe into 
the system.

The agency will shut the 
three stations for up to six 
months to do the work — an 
apparent adjustment to its 
 previous promise to tempo-
rarily close stations for six 
to eight weeks  when it an-
nounced general plans last 
winter.

Riders were split 
whether the closures were 
worth the trouble.

The temporary incon-
venience is welcome if it 
means a better commute in 
the future, a rider said.

“Hey, if they’re shutting 
it down for good reason, 
that’s okay,” said Rosabel 

Rodriguez, who uses the 
so-called “Rarely” on her 
commute from the Bronx 
to Sunset Park’s Sixth Av-
enue.

But another rider doesn’t 
want to suffer six months 
of service changes just so 
she can charge her phone 
while she waits around for 
a train, she said.

“That’s gonna mess up 
my commute,” said Bronx-
ite Brandy Smith, who 
comes to Sunset Park for 
nursing school. “I charge 
my phone daily. No way 
— not six months just to 
charge my phone in the 
train station.”

Offi cials also an-
nounced the transit au-
thority will purchase 1,000 
new subway cars — many 
of which will link together 
using accordion-like con-
nections found on the 
agency’s Select Bus Ser-
vice in order to “create lon-

ger, open spaces, allowing 
for greater passenger fl ow 
movement and increasing 
capacity,” transit honchos 
said. The authority will 
also install canopies above 
station entrance stair-
wells, screens displaying 
service updates above the 

stairs, and a neighborhood 
map outside each entrance, 
offi cials said.

The authority will put 
the R train project out to bid 
this week and will look for 
contractors for the other 28 
stations over the next year, 
agency reps said.

Next stop, Brooklyn

SHOW ME AROUND: The en-
trances to each station will also 
receive a makeover — including 
overhead cover and updates on 
service status. Governor’s Offi ce

NEW STOP ON THE BLOCK: The fi rst three stations to receive an 
upgrade will be the Prospect Avenue, 53rd Street, and Bay Ridge 
Avenue stations, which all serve the R train. Governor’s Offi ce

First stations to get wifi  under new state plan will be in Kings County
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borough’s hottest cool 
treat vendors.

The frozen dairy de-
lights have always held 
a special place in Brook-
lyn, said Lohman. In the 
early 19th century, ice 
cream only cost a nickel, 
and people from all back-
grounds could afford a 
scoop. 

“People would buy ice 
cream if they had fi ve 
cents to spare, or if they 
were on Wall Street,” she 

said. “It was a uniting 
factor in New York.”

Brian Smith, the 
owner of Ample Hills, 
will speak at the event 
and also bring samples of 
his history-inspired fl a-
vor “The Commodore,” 
a combination of salted 
honey ice cream, honey-
comb candy, and choco-
late covered potato chips. 
Smith named the delec-
table treat after Corne-
lius Vanderbilt, a ferry 
captain on the East River 
who allegedly invented 
the potato chip when he 
demanded his cook cut 

his potatoes thinner.
Smith said that ice 

cream brings joy no 
matter what the time pe-
riod.

“It’s one of those rare 
foods that sort of tran-
scends culture and time 
and place,” he said. “It’s 
hard to be unhappy in an 
ice cream shop.”

“Brooklyn Screams 
for Ice Cream!” at Brook-
lyn Historical Society 
(128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, www.brook-
lynhistory.org). July 28 at 
7 pm. $12.

ICE CREAM
Continued from page 1

bid or poisoned raccoons 
in the neighborhood, 
a spokesman from the 
Health Department said. 

“There are no reports 
of raccoons testing posi-
tive for rabies in Gerritsen 
Beach. The Health De-
partment has been vacci-
nating raccoons for rabies 
since 2014, and only one 
raccoon has tested posi-

tive for rabies in 2016,” 
he said. “It is unlikely 
that a raccoon would 
have consumed bait that 
was intended for and tar-
geting rats. We have no 
reports of raccoons be-
ing poisoned near con-
struction sites.”

Resident with con-
cerns of sick or injured 
raccoons should call 311. 
For more on rabies and 
raccoon prevention, visit 
the  Health Department’s 
website .

but claims she is about to 
clean up the three-years 
vacant house and put it 
on the market.

“I live out of town, the 
landscapers are coming 
next week,” said Sorren-
tino. “The house is going 

on the market within the 
next two weeks.” 

But Sorrentino has 
been trying unsuccess-
fully for three years to 
sell the rotting home, 
and its doubtful anyone 
will buy the mess soon, 
according to Ramos’s 
neighbor Joyce Grunes, 
Instead, the city must do 
the right thing and clean 

up the mess, because 
Ramos’s quality of life 
is seriously suffering, 
Grunes said. 

“She can’t go in her 
backyard, the raccoons 
are all over the place 
it’s disgusting,” said 
Grunes, who lives down 
the street. “Why should 
we live like animals? 
We’re paying taxes.”

WHAT AN EYE-SORE: Plants overtake one of several abandoned cars that rot on the lot. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

THAT’S WILD: Gerritsen Beach-
ers say they have seen more rac-
coons than usual acting strange-
ly. This one just fell over. 
 Kelly McGowan

RACCOONS
Continued from page 3

HOUSE
Continued from page 3

it 25 percent every year. If I 
was somewhere in Park Av-
enue Manhattan, people will 
pay $20 for a burger — this 
is Bensonhurst–Gravesend, 
this is working people, this is 
the real America, and I can’t 
do it to them.”

And Georgeton is not the 
only one hurting, an expert 
said.

“Very soon, all the Brook-
lyn diners will be gone. It’s 
the minimum wage, the 
Health Department, water 
bills,” said John Gavallas, a 
food distributor whose cli-
ents include the Del Rio, the 
Vegas in Dyker Heights, the 
Mirage in Midwood, and the 
Floridian in Marine Park.

The wage hike, which 
promises cooks $15 an hour 
and servers $10 an hour by 
2018, is just the icing on top 
— lawmakers have been serv-
ing up onerous regulations 
for at least a decade, the in-
siders said. The first course 
was Mayor Bloomberg’s 2003 
indoor smoking ban — let-
ting patrons puff away kept 
them at tables longer and in-
creased the chances they’d 

order more food, Georgeton 
said. Then Health Depart-
ment enforcement went off 
the deep end — inspections 
are a necessity, but under 
Bloomberg’s reign, they went 
sour and turned into a rev-
enue-generator for the city, 
Gavallas said.

Georgeton declined to say 
whether the regulators use 
his restaurants as a piggy 

bank, because he also co-
owns the Vegas and still has 
to work with inspectors, but 
he admitted examinations 
are more stringent than the 
military’s.

“I used to be in the air-
force — those inspections 
were easier,” said Georgeton, 
whose Del Rio got an  A rating 
in June . 

Diners are now a losing 
proposition, and Brooklyn’s 
are sure to go the way of 
Sheepshead Bay’s El Greco, 
which  made way for condos 
in 2014  after operating for 40 
years, he said.

“I don’t think there’s 
gonna be any standing in 
five, 10 years. Nobody in their 
right mind is gonna buy a 
diner and work it. Those days 
are over. They’ll knock them 
down and develop them,” said 
Georgeton.

And landlords salivating 
over developer cash are hik-
ing rents — another greasy 
spoon is almost certain to 
shutter when its lease ex-
pires, said Gavallas, who de-
clined to name the eatery.

“I have a customer in 
Brooklyn, his lease is up 
in two years and they want 
$30,000 a month — he’s pay-
ing $14,000 now,” he said.

was reimagined as a Brooklyn na-
tive for the recent fi lm series. 

City rules forbid advertising in 
public parks, but the effi gy’s pres-
ence is being considered a “special 
event” by the city, according to a 
spokesman for the Parks Depart-
ment.

It’s hardly the fi rst time logos 
have made their way into the park 
— marathons,  festivals , and  fund-
raising events  often mount spon-
sors’ banners for the day.

But nature lovers aren’t buying 
it this time, and say that no mat-
ter what the city calls it, a one-ton 
statue of a movie-franchise mascot 
— whose adventures have been the 
focus of multiple box-offi ce hits in re-
cent years, beginning with the 2011 
blockbuster “Captain America: The 
First Avenger” and this year’s “Cap-
tain America: Civil War,” which has 
grossed more than a billion dollars 
in ticket sales — is a marketing gim-
mick.

“Obviously it’s advertising,” said 
Windsor Terrace resident Hans 
Kliss. “Disney is making money off 
of it. It’s marketing.”

Not everyone is opposed to utiliz-
ing public green space for the ploy — 
so long as it helps fund park mainte-
nance. 

“If it’s a way of making money 
to keep the parks beautiful — like 
cleaning up nonsense people don’t 
clean up themselves — it could be 
a necessary evil,” said Fort Greene 
resident Evan Tasch. 

But the city, Borough Hall, and 
the Prospect Park Alliance — which 
maintains the grounds — all say 
they aren’t making a dime off the ef-
fi gy beyond a standard event permit 
fee. 

The Beep declined to comment 
on the commercial nature of the Cap 
carving, but said it would be a boon 
for the borough, by bringing big 
crowds and their cash to the area.

Continued from page 1 

STATUE
Continued from page 1 

DINERS

OUT ON A PIE NOTE: Larry Georg-
ton is closing the Del Rio Diner after 
40 years, because the cost of doing 
business is too high, and he doesn’t 
want to stick it to his customers, he 
said. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

BROOKLYN BOUND: Marvel’s Captain 
America statue has some Prospect Park 
patrons crying foul over what they see as 
a marketing gimmick. Marvel
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS:

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT 
RATED 
EXCELLENT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU & MARKET PRICES ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE MUSSELS

99¢
LB.

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE LOBSTERS
1 1/4 LB. EACH

3  $3F
O
R 3 

OPEN 7 DAYS: 7AM-9:30PM  FRIDAY/SATURDAY 7AM-10:30PM

COMPLETE MENU & MARKET PRICES ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Ridge gone to pot?
Planter vandalism sign of decline, biz owners say

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a case of bouquets and 
brickbats.

Vandals pulverized 
plants and tossed hunks 
of dirt on the sidewalk 
in front of Fifth Avenue 
hooch shop Long’s Wines 
& Liquors overnight on 
July 18 — reportedly the 
latest in a series of fl ower-
bashings on the block — 
and now Bay Ridgites who 
fear the vandalism fl our-
ishing trend are demand-
ing the city nip it in the 
bud.

“It’s a chronic issue,” 
said Heather Hamilton, 
who owns the store. “Some-
times I’d fi nd a tree down 
the block and around the 
corner, so I had them wired 
into the planters to make it 
harder to steal.”

The incident is the latest 

in a string of storefront at-
tacks on the avenue around 
80th Street — a series that 
appears to be escalating, lo-
cals say.

“My store has been in 
the neighborhood for 12 
years, and I’ve never seen it 
this bad,” said Bassle Freij, 
who runs Elegance Altera-
tions and Custom Tailor-
ing on 79th Street.

Troublemakers have 
struck the block at least 
four times this month, 
bashing fl ower pots, break-
ing light fi xtures, and dam-
aging a fence to the tune 
of $250, according to Freij, 
who was the victim of three 
of the attacks. The tailor 
suspects students on sum-
mer break are the culprits 
and said incidents like this 
usually rise with the mer-
cury.

Previously, he did not 
tell police, because that’s 
not his style, he said.

“I’m old-school — I’d 
rather deal with these kids 
myself,” Freij said.

Instead, he complained 
to Councilman Vincent 
Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) who, 
according to Freij, told him 
he was keeping an eye on 
the matter. 

Vandalism in the neigh-
borhood is few and far be-
tween, but if the ruffi ans’ 
crime spree intensifi es, 
Gentile will push to bol-
ster security in the area, a 
spokesman said.

Police did not respond to 
a request for comment.

Elsewhere in the neigh-
borhood, ruffi ans have 
been  uprooting rose bushes 
from parks and private res-
idences .

SISYPHEAN SWEEPER: Halal Meat and Grocery Market owner Faruk Yoruk sweeps up after someone 
trashed a fl ower pot on Fifth Avenue. Local business owners say such vandalism is a constant and 
growing problem. Photo by  Caroline Spivack

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Meet Coney Island’s new 
dreamland.

The new owners of the 
Shore Theater are shopping 
around fanciful renderings 
of what the century-old land-
mark might look like when 
they’re done turning it back 
into a playhouse and hotel. 
The drawings depict a tree-
lined Stillwell Avenue, a glass 
facade along the landmark 
building, and even a pool on 
top, but they are still a fantasy 
at this point, a broker said.

“Everything is incredibly 

preliminary,” according 
to a source at Commer-
cial Acquisitions, which 
is fi nding tenants for the-
ater owners Pye Proper-
ties. “The fl yer is really 
what their hopes are, but 
we are really far off from 
that — it could be any-
thing in the future.”

Pye Properties bought 
the theater in January 
with plans to  return the 
long-derelict icon to its 
former glory , but it has 
not given a timeline for 
renovations.

Shore Theater renderings revealed

THE NEW CONEY ISLAND: The 
rendering imagines the landmark 
theater with a pool on top. 
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