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BY JULIANNE CUBA
He won’t curb his enthusi-
asm.

A Mill Basin man is de-
manding the city pay to fi x 
a dangerous curb and side-
walk it broke, rather than 
making him foot the bill. 
Homeowners are responsi-
ble for repairing sidewalks 

in front of their houses, but 
the senior citizen says the 
city should have to pay, be-
cause it did the damage.

“Why the hell should 
I shovel out a couple hun-
dred dollars? I didn’t create 
the problem — why should 
I get stuck with it? I could 
understand if it was my 

problem, I’d take care of it. 
But I didn’t cause it,” said 
83-year-old Michael Brongo 
of E. 64th Street.

Department of Trans-
portation laborers tore up 
the road between Strick-
land Avenue and Mayfair 
Drive North on June 20 to 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It is a case of crossed wires.

A spat between the Modern 
Orthodox and Hasidic Chabad-
Lubavitch Jewish communities 
in Crown Heights over a new 
eruv — a sacred string wrapped 
around the neighborhood that 
the former group believes relaxes 
some rules on the Sabbath, and 
the latter does not — has now 
spilled over into Park Slope and 
Prospect Heights, claim mem-
bers of a Ninth Street synagogue. 

Vandals have twice pulled 
down the long-standing eruv 
around the neighborhoods in re-
cent weeks, and the congregants 
say the unprecedented attack can 
only be an extension of the battle 
over the holy string erected in the 
adjacent ’hood a month ago, and 
they don’t want to be roped in. 

“We don’t want the unrest of a 
neighboring community to spill 
over into ours,” the members of 
Congregation B’Nai Jacob wrote 
in a public letter  fi rst reported by 
COL Live . “Please don’t touch our 
eruv.”

The Brownstone Brooklyn 
eruv — a fi shing wire strung up 
along utility poles around the 
Slope and the Heights to create 
one big symbolic building to by-
pass rules forbidding Jews from 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
These digs are going from 
below water to below mar-
ket rate!

The city wants to buy 
abandoned Brighton Beach 
homes damaged by Hurri-
cane Sandy and turn them 
into so-called affordable 
housing and parks, offi -
cials announced.

The Build It Back recov-
ery program has ramped 
up construction efforts 
to hit  the Mayor’s self-im-
posed deadline  to raise and 
repair all homes by the end 
of the year, but nearly four 
years after the storm, many 
still sit empty and decrepit 
because their owners just 

Continued on page 10
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Feline photos dress up park
BY JULIANNE CUBA

Talk about cat fancy!
Portraits of felines dressed up 

in elaborate outfi ts will gussy up 
a fence below the Brooklyn Bridge 
this summer, as part of the fi fth 
annual “The Fence” outdoor pho-
tography exhibit, on display un-
til Sept. 20. The camerawoman 
behind the “Feline Couture” pic-
tures says that the images are 
the next evolution of pictures she 
took as a child. 

“I’ve done animal-centric 
projects my whole life and I 
dressed my cat when I was 10. I 
had doll clothes, he was really 
tolerant,” said  Robin Schwartz . 
“I just played with him and 
photographed him. I haven’t 
changed, I haven’t matured — I 
just know a little more techni-
cally.”

The two cats in Schwartz’s 
stills — Gia and Starr Pritchard 
— are Cornish Rexs, known for 
their excellent dexterity and 
keenness to get into trouble. But 
during the shoot, even while 
wearing their elaborate ward-
robes and fancy jewelry, the 
two felines were the perfect sub-

jects — patient, comfortable, and 
poised, said Schwartz.

“They were professionals 
— it wasn’t hard. It was amaz-
ing. They are all individuals. 
Just like humans, these cats are 
unique,” she said. “They are like 
monkeys. They are real smart 
and use their hands, they get into 
trouble a lot.”

And the outfi ts they wore are 
just as extraordinary — intri-
cately stitched and crafted by 
designers from all around the 
world, said Schwartz. 

“It’s pretty extreme. The 
clothes and the details, they are 
expensive, they are really beauti-
ful,” she said. “Those hats come 
from Israel. It’s very serious, and 
they are beautiful.”

Schwartz, who lives in far-
away New Jersey, has experience 
with getting the best poses out of 
other animals too — monkeys, 
pigs, and dogs, she said. 

“That’s all I’ve done all my 
life. That’s who I am,” she said. 
“This year I did swimming 
pigs in the Bahamas. That’s 
my niche.”

Continued on page 8

FIT FOR A QUEEN: Photographer Robin Schwartz commissioned elaborate 
outfi ts for the kitties in her “Feline Couture” series, now on display in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park.  Robin Schwartz 

NOT HAPPY: Michael and 
Jane Brongo don’t want to 
have to cough up money to 
fi x the broken sidewalk.

GLAMOURPUSSC’Heights 
‘eruv’ spat

Senior to city: Fix curb City eyes Sandy deeds
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY LAUREN GILL
The fi xed is in!

A Department of Trans-
portation honcho suckered 
a Gowanus-area panel into 
voting on how to replace 
the aging Union Street 
drawbridge — with either a 
stationary span or another 
moveable one — by asking 
them to conduct a straw 
poll she said was meaning-
less, then going ahead and 
using the results to pick a 
design anyway, say the un-
witting electors.

“It was very much an 
abstract thing and not in-
tended to be an indication of 
the board’s preference,” said 
Eric McClure, chair of Com-
munity Board 6’s transpor-
tation committee. “If we had 
thought we were voting on 
the fi xed bridge or retract-
able bridge at that point I 
think we would have pro-
ceeded very differently.”

 Committee members 
voted 6–3 in favor of re-
placing the 111-year-old 
moveable path  across the 
Gowanus Canal with a 
fi xed bridge at the meeting 
on April 19, after agency 
spokeswoman Joannene 
Kidder urged members to 
raise their hands for their 
preference to satisfy her 
curiosity. 

Community boards’ 
votes are typically only ad-
visory, but Kidder told the 
committee that its decision 

would have a big impact 
on the fi nal choice, as the 
agency didn’t want to de-
sign two bridges. She said 
they’d like to return a few 
weeks later for a real vote — 
but that never happened.

Now the department 
has just gone ahead and ap-
plied for the Coast Guard’s 
permission to build the 
fi xed bridge — and says 
the panel’s expressed pref-
erence in the April meet-
ing is its mandate, accord-
ing to spokeswoman Alana 
Morales. 

But McClure says the 
city had been clear before 
the meeting that it was a 
show and tell for the replace-
ment bridge options — not a 
decision-making session.

“They told us right up 
front that they were not 
looking for a vote from the 
board, they just wanted 
to present it as informa-
tional,” he said. 

Morales claimed offi cials 
have not yet settled on the 
fi xed bridge, but also that 
they would only “revert” to 
a movable bridge if the Coast 
Guard doesn’t okay the sta-
tionary crossing.

The Coast Guard will 
still have to conduct a pub-
lic review process, but Mo-
rales refused to say whether 
the city would come back to 
the community board for 
an offi cial vote before it 
makes its fi nal selection. 

The board members 
maintain that they have 
not made up their minds 
and need more time and in-
formation before they do.

The stationary crossing 
is more attractive than a 
drawbridge, but members 
remain concerned that it 
will block boats needed 
for dredging the fetid wa-
terway, and that it will in-
trude: on private land, ac-
cording to Hammerman.

The fi xed bridge is in

Bar on neighbor’s shnitz list

BY COLIN MIXSON
Dozens of Park Slopers 
packed a community meet-
ing on Monday might to say 
“nein!” to a plan for an out-
door garden at a St. Marks 
Place German beer hall that 
they say is simply the wurst 
neighbor around.

The proprietor of the 
Koelner Bierhalle between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
came the seek the local com-
munity board’s endorse-
ment for a state permit to 
shill steins on a patio he said 
would accommodate around 

20 patrons and close at 8:30 
pm, but locals claimed the 
Teutonic tavern is already 
loud and unruly enough 
without letting the rummies 
party outside.

“Having an outdoor gar-
den on our block is insane,” 
said long-time Warren Street 
resident Ron Fliegelman 
at the Community Board 6 
liquor license committee. 
“I don’t understand where 
there’s even a possibility 
that this could go through.”

One local couple had 
such passionate objections 

to the bar, they cut their va-
cation short to air their is-
sues at the meeting.

“There’s noise late at 
night and people throwing 
up on the street,” said St. 
Marks Place resident Tom 
Harriman, who drove all 
the way from Vermont with 
wife Meg to protest the beer 
hall and its outdoor expan-
sion, then went back again 
afterwards.

Expecting opposition, 
the owner began his presen-
tation with an impassioned 

CB6: We were suckered into voting for new bridge!

Park Slopers protest ‘unruly’ beer hall’s patio pitch

Continued on page 6

WATER UNDER TROUBLED BRIDGE: The current Union Street 
Bridge. File photo by Tom Callan
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BY MAX JAEGER
He wants city accountants 
to chill out.

A Coney Island pol is de-
manding the comptroller let 
him buy window air condi-
tioners for schools in his dis-
trict. Currently, the move is 

not allowed, but the city must 
change its policy as  global 
temperatures rise , the legis-
lator said.

“With high tempera-
tures in June regularly 
exceeding 80 degrees, 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Police are searching for 
the goon (right) who they 
say shot a teen in front of 
an Avenue X deli on July 
25.

The malefactor 
hopped off of a bicycle 
and fi red four rounds at 
the 16-year-old at 4 pm be-
tween Haring and Brown 
streets — striking him 
once in the left leg and 
again on the right side of 
his butt — before fl eeing 
on the bike, according to 
authorities. Emergency 
responders took the teen 
to Lutheran Hospital in 
stable condition, police 
said.

The triggerman — 
who stands 5-foot-10 and 
weighs about 200 pounds 
— was last seen wear-
ing a blue shirt, black 
shorts, and a red hat, 
according to police and 
surveillance photos.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding the 
incident can call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–
8477 or for Spanish, (888) 
57–PISTA (74782). You 
can also log onto the 
Crime Stoppers website 
at  www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com  or by text tips 
to 274637 (CRIMES) then 
entering TIP577.

BY DENNIS LYNCH

Deputy Inspector William Taylor has been the commanding offi cer at the 60th precinct 

for 13 months and has overseen the most signifi cant reduction in major crimes so far this 

year than any precinct across the city. All major crimes — murder, rape, robbery, felony 

assault, burglary, grand larceny, and car thefts — are down, and collectively they are 

down just under 40 percent. We spoke with Taylor about his approach and the unique 

challenges of a unique precinct that covers Coney Island and most of Brighton Beach.

GETTING IT DONE: 60th Precinct Commanding Offi cer Captain William Taylor has overseen the most drastic reduction in crime in any 
precinct citywide. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

‘Airing’ his 
grievances

BURNIN’ UP: Councilman Mark Treyger tries to keep a cool head as 
he demands the city let him buy air conditioners for area schools.  DOWN & DIRTY

60th Precinct’s top cop focuses on ‘Dirty 30’ offenders

Dennis Lynch: The ob-
vious question is, how have 
you reduced crime by 40 
percent?

William Taylor: I’m a 
big believer in recidivism. 
You focus on the recidi-
vists — recidivists being a 
guy who commits the same 
crime over and over again. 
Everybody in the precinct 
is aware of the top 30 violent 
people that live in the com-
mand, and we maintain a 
list that we distribute to ev-
erybody. The main focus of 
anti-crime personnel and 
narcotics personnel is to fo-
cus on these people — we call 
them the “Dirty 30.” Why on 
them? Based on what they’ve 
done in the past.

DL: Do you have an idea 
of the number of crimes 
committed in the 60th Pre-
cinct that are perpetrated 
by repeat offenders?

WT: I don’t have the ex-

act numbers, but I can tell 
you that, as far as shoot-
ings go, in most instances, 
detectives are able to prove 
and even in instances 
where we aren’t able to 
prove it that every single 
shooting comes back in 
some way connected to one 
of these 30 or so recidivists, 
if not necessarily the trig-
ger man, one is somehow 
or another involved. I be-
lieve — and I’ve told my 
personnel and especially 
my anti-crime people — 
that having an interaction 
doesn’t have to be a crimi-
nal interaction. We’re not 
putting our hands on him 
— but when we see him in 
the street say “Hey Jimmy, 
heard your girlfriend had 
a baby, everything okay?” 
They might say “F--- off” 
but just the interaction — 
not even enforcement on 
the guy — lets them know 

we’re there.
DL: So you create a pres-

ence, let them know you’re 
watching?

WT: Yeah, and there are 
certain things that these 
people aren’t allowed to do 
that the average citizen is 
— things that are against 
the law that you wouldn’t 
think of enforcing on your 
average citizen, such as 
jaywalking, riding a bike 
without a helmet, or riding 
a bike through a red light. 
With these people its no-
holds-barred enforcement, 
no discretion on anything, 
if we observe that, we take 
them in. What that does is it 
makes them less apt to carry 
a fi rearm, or what have you. 
And crime goes down.

DL: One thing that’s 
been a hot topic here is 
the alleged misconduct by 
costume characters on the 
Boardwalk, like aggres-

sively asking for tips and 
inappropriate contact. How 
have you responded?

WT: I would like noth-
ing more than to be on the 
cover of the Bay News tak-
ing Batman away in hand-
cuffs, believe me, I would 
love that. I went up there on 
at least 10 occasions in civil-
ian clothing and observed, 
and I never observed any 
such thing — any inappro-
priate touching or asking 
for tips. I queried all my of-
fi cers up there, especially 
now that we have fi xed 
posts, they also haven’t ob-
served it. Nobody has ever 
come to us and I fi nd it very 
interesting that these peo-
ple this allegedly happened 
to, they’ll tell the store 
owner but never reported 
it to a cop. That’s very in-
teresting.

DL: How can the pre-

Cops seek S’head Bay shooter

Pol wants city’s OK to buy 
air conditioners for schools

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

www.bayridgeloans.org

�������	
��	�	
��������������������

718-680-2121

�����������
�������������������
718�934-6809

Borrow  
$10,000 

for as low as

$200/
month*

10,000

June 15, 2016

PERSONAL LOAN

Ten Thousand
Your Name Here

0000000
0000000

00
0000000

*Payments based on 7.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments. Rates 
are based on creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. 

Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Apply today 
— applications 
available 24/7.

Pup art!

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re works of arf!

A Ditmas Park painter and doggy-
clothing-designer is combining her 
two passions by offering her services 
as a pooch portrait artist, selling 
one-of-a-kind masterpieces she says 
will preserve your beloved canine’s 
unique personality in pencil or wa-
tercolor for generations to come.

“I really try to capture their 
spirit, their eyes and expression,” 
said artist Chrissie Dowler. “I try to 
capture what makes them special.”

Dowler says she has already im-
mortalized several celebrity pups, 
including Mama Biscuit — a 16-year-
old pug whose three teeth, comically 
long tongue, and  fashion blog  have 
endeared her to canine fashionistas 
the world over. 

Dowler has been illustrating dogs 
commercially since 2005, when she 
was hired as a canine clothing de-
signer for pet supply company Ethi-
cal Pets.

The industry was really booming 
thanks to hotel heiress Paris Hilton 

trotting out her chihuahua Tinker-
bell —  may she rest in peace  — in 
pink, designer digs, she said. 

“It was a very good year for dog 
apparel,” said Dowler. 

She has since worked with several 
high-end clothing brands, including 
Juicy Couture, Henry Bendel, and 
Lucky — all of which wanted their 
own lines of doggy digs to compete in 
the flea-bag fashion war.

Her puppy penciling skills can be 
found in other mediums as well, in-

cluding children’s books “Madison 
in Manhattan” and “Madison Visits 
the Doctor,” which follow the adven-
tures of the eponymous West High-
land terrier as she explores the big 
city.

Dowler’s portraits range from 
$150 for a sketch to $900 for a paint-
ing, but she is offering a 15 percent 
discount through September. 

Contact Dowler for a quote 
through her website www.chrissie-
dowler.com.

Ditmas Park artist specializes 
in painting dog portraits

PUT A PUG ON IT: Artist Chrissie Dowler shows off a portrait she painted of pug celebrity 
Mama Biscuit. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

prep it for a fresh coat 
of asphalt, which it laid 
down a few weeks later, 
a department spokes-
woman said. But in the 
process, workers nicked 
the sidewalk and curb 
near Brongo’s driveway 
with heavy machinery, 
lifting up a slab of con-
crete and creating a 
tripping hazard for any-
one who walks by.

Repairing a broken 
sidewalks is usually a 
homeowner’s respon-
sibility, but because it 
wasn’t his fault, Brongo 
complained to 311 hop-
ing the city would come 
fi x it — but no one ever 
got back to him, he said.

“I put in a 311 com-
plaint, and they said 
somebody would get 
back to me in 14 days, 
which they never did. 
And two, three weeks af-
ter, they came around to 
repave and I asked two of 
the men to send a super-
visor. I’m handicapped, 
I can’t walk, I waited for 
somebody to come by, 

but nobody ever showed 
up,” said Brongo.

Brongo must still 
pay for the repairs up 
front and then submit a 
receipt to Comptroller 
Scott Stringer, who will 
then determine whether 
or not the city will reim-
burse him, a Stringer 
spokesman said.

But Councilman 
Alan Maisel (D–Mill Ba-
sin) wants the city to pay 
for it outright so Brongo 
doesn’t have to shell out 
anything — though that 
doesn’t seem likely, he 
said. 

“We are bringing it 
to the attention of the 
city, they are not ac-
knowledging that they 
have not done anything. 
We’re trying to help him 
— we’ve asked the city to 
fi x it,” said Maisel. “But 
just because I ask them 
to do something doesn’t 
mean they will.”

The city is aware of 
the damage and made 
temporary repairs to 
the curb, but will review 
options for permanent 
fi xes, a Department of 
Transportation spokes-
woman said.

CURB
Continued from page 1
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 
400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 
works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 
notice an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would come 
back without it. After investigated this now 
phenomenon here’s what they found: During 
the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 
travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All 
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 
Even better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative pressure 
actually sucks the herniated material back into 
the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 
a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-
umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 
herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-
ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 
and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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BY LAURA MELTZER
She’s singing an ode to the 
F!

A Dumbo singer and res-
taurant owner will perform 
a cabaret show dedicated to 
the subway on Aug. 4, in the 
Archway beneath the Man-
hattan Bridge. The per-
former says that the F train, 
which will rumble overhead 
during the performance, is 
a metaphor of the various 
paths taken in life.

“When I say my show is 
an ode to the train, it’s re-
ally an ode to being trans-
ported through life — the 
train at large, where you’re 
going, how you’re going 
to get there,” said singer 
Tanya Rynd, who is also the 
owner of the restaurant Su-
perfi ne.

Rynd’s performance un-
der the bridge will be under 
her stage name Madame T, 
singing with her eight-piece 
band the Starlights. The 
group will play an array 
of “whistle-blowing train 
songs” selected from differ-
ent genres, including 1940s 
jazz, 1950s swing, and coun-
try tunes — all songs that 

remind Rynd of the train, 
either literally or metaphor-
ically.

“Once you start hear-
ing the train in the music 
you see that it is utilized 
as a metaphor in so many 
songs,” said Rynd.

The ambitious show will 
also feature a dance per-

formance from the Super-
fi ne Dinettes, a track built 
across the stage, and a video 
projection of an oncoming 
train. Rynd hopes the re-
sulting show will combine 
all the elements to create 
the feel of the subway car’s 
journey.

“To be able to integrate 

the visual arts and the mu-
sic and the performative … 
it’s like being a great col-
lage artist,” she said.

The show is part of the 
Live At the Archway con-
cert series, which offers a 
free smorgasbord of sing-
ers, songwriters and danc-
ers every Thursday night 
during the summer. Rynd 
created the series in 2015 
with Clara Schumacher, 
of the Dumbo Business Im-
provement District, and 
she says that running the 
event has increased her 
connection to the unique 
space. 

“I feel that being in the 
archway has deepened my 
relationship to the constant 
presence of the train,” she 
said. “The sound of Dumbo 
is the constant roar of the 
train.”

“Madame T and the 
Starlights” at Archway un-
der the Manhattan Bridge 
[Water Street between Ad-
ams Street and Anchorage 
Place in Dumbo, (718) 237–
8700, www.dumbo.is/live-
at- the-archway]. Aug. 4 at 6 
pm. Free.

ARCH ANGEL: Tanya Rynd launched the “Live at the Archway” se-
ries in Dumbo Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Local on locomotive
Founder of ‘Archway’ series sings about the subway

speech blaming the commu-
nity’s numerous gripes on 
his former business partners, 
whom he bought out in Novem-
ber last year.

“I was a minority share-
holder, I did not like the way 
the business was being run, 
and I took it over last year, re-
vamped it, and tried to make 
it something great,” said Mar-
quis Williams to his ornery 
audience.

Williams went on to enu-

merate the various measures 
he has already taken to make 
the bar more palatable for lo-
cals — which he said include 
building a foyer to muffl e 
some of the noise, hiring ad-
ditional staff to manage out-
door crowds, and keeping 
the music turned down to a 
pleasant drone.

But words alone were not 
enough to assuage the mob, 
who said they have endured 
the cavernous watering 
hole’s raucous late-night rev-
elries since 2012, and who feel 
like they’ve been swindled 
before by the management’s 

empty promises, according 
to nearby resident.

“There’s just a failure of 
trust between the bar and what 
it’s said in the past and what it 
does,” said Warren Street citi-
zen David Gordon.

And many of the locals’ 
gripes concerned transgres-
sions they say occurred after 
Williams took over sole own-
ership of the establishment 
— including one local who 
held up a fi st full of 311 noise 
complaints she had printed 
out for the event.

“As earlier as a few weeks 
ago, there’s still people call-

ing 311 with noise complaints,” 
said Jessica Kimelman. “We’re 
not really seeing the words 
that you’re saying.”

There have been fi ve 311 
complaints about the bar this 
year, and more than 50 since 
it opened in 2012, according to 
city data.

The committee didn’t vote 
on the application, and ul-
timately decided to form a 
working group of residents 
to negotiate conditions with 
Williams, which he will have 
to promise to adhere to in re-
turn for the board’s endorse-
ment. 

HALL
Continued from page 2

CLOSE THE DOOR: Slopers are not happy about the 
Koelner Bierhalle, or its plan to open an outdoor drink-
ing garden. Photo by Louise Wateridge

BY MAX JAEGER
Talk about fi ring on all 
cylinders!

A shuttle bus burst 
into fl ames in Bay Ridge 
on July 23, when temper-
atures soared to 96 de-
grees on the hottest day 
of the year so far. The 
coach’s engine fl ared up 
on Bay Ridge Avenue 
near Sixth Avenue as the 
mercury neared its peak 
at 1:40 pm, fi re authori-
ties said. The driver, who 
has been a bus operator 
for more than 20 years, 
said he had never seen 
anything like it.

“I was waiting for the 
light to change, and all 
the sudden I saw smoke, 
smelled something burn-

ing, smoke came out of 
the dashboard ventila-
tion, and then I opened 
the door and jumped out, 
and I saw fi re coming out 
from underneath,” said 
Miguel Santiago of Wil-
liamsburg. “I grabbed 
a fi re extinguisher and 
the bus was still on fi re 
when the extinguisher 
was fi nished.”

One of Santiago’s pas-
sengers called 911, he 
said.

The air-conditioning 
likely overheated, caus-
ing the fi re, offi cials on 
the scene told a photog-
rapher.

No one was hurt, a 
department spokesman 
said.

Hot wheels!

SCORCHER: It was so hot on July 23 that a shuttle bus burst 
into fl ames. Here fi refi ghters extinguish the blaze. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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Enrico Ascher, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

Natalie Marks, MD

Anil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family.

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think
They are known to be “silent killers”

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist

WWW.VASCULARNYC.COM

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Pkwy, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 347–533–8477

Boro Park:
960 50th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

Tel: 718–438–3800

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS:

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT 
RATED 
EXCELLENT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU & MARKET PRICES ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

OPEN 7 DAYS: 7AM-9:30PM  FRIDAY/SATURDAY 7AM-10:30PM

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE MUSSELS

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE LOBSTERS
1 1/4 LB. EACH

3  $3F
O
R 3 

$1.99LB.

MARKET PRICES AND MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

July 19, 2015
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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Schwartz’s stills of the 
 swimming swines  were 
published in The New 
York Times. 

“The Fence” exhibi-
tion features the work 
of 40 photographers, 
displayed along fences 
in three sections of the 
park. The section la-
beled “Creatures,” where 

Schwartz’s photos ap-
pear, is in Fulton Ferry 
Park, while images of 
“Home,” “Nature,” and 
“People,” “Play,” and 
“Streets” appear on Wa-
ter Street, and in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 
Two and Pier Six.

“The Fence” at Brook-
lyn Bridge Park [1 Water 
St. at New Dock Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 222–9939, 
fence .photoville .com]. 
Through Sept. 20. Free.

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

READY FOR THE SPOTLIGHT: Starr all dressed up. 

CATS

cinct react and roll with 
the expansion of Coney Is-
land — more people, more 
crime right?

WT: I don’t know about 
more crime. There’s the 
opportunity for more 
crime. Now that we’ve 
put this thing in place, I 
think we can break even 
and keep crime down by 
just doing what I said, fo-
cusing on the right peo-
ple. If someone is going 
to be coming to the Am-

phitheater to pick pock-
ets, if and when that hap-
pens, we would put a plan 
in place to deal with that 
and cut it off at the neck 
expeditiously.

DL: People have men-
tioned that there needs to 
be more attention paid to 
the Brighton Beach end of 
the Boardwalk — that a 
lot of people selling booze 
on the beach and there 
are illegal vendors there 
— what do you think of 
that?

WT: I deploy my peo-
ple based on where the re-
ported crime is happen-

ing. If have X happening 
on Mermaid Avenue in the 
30s, then whatever extra 
personnel I have is going 
to be deployed to Mermaid 
Avenue in the 30s until 
that issue is corrected. 
If something pops up on 
Brighton Beach Avenue 
area, we will move heaven 
and earth to take care of 
that problem.

DL: So you haven’t got-
ten as many complaints 
on that side of the Board-
walk?

WT: Not anywhere 
close. We’ve made a lot ar-
rests for alcohol sale and 

consumption, including 
in Brighton Beach — cer-
tainly not with volume 
that is where the rides are, 
that’s the hot zone. I be-
lieve that Brighton Beach 
has adequate police cov-
erage. Do they have same 
coverage as west end of 
Coney Island? No, because 
they don’t have near the 
amount of crime happen-
ing there as its happen-
ing on west end. I’m not 
favoring one community 
over the other, I’m going 
where crime is happening 
and that’s what I’m going 
to continue to do.

TAYLOR
Continued from page 3

and average highs trend-
ing upwards, a lack of air 
conditioning is no longer 
an inconvenience to be 
suffered while awaiting 
summer break — it is a 
significant burden on the 
health and well-being of 
our students and our edu-
cation system as a whole,” 
Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island) said 

in a letter to the city.
Lawmakers get about $5 

million annually to spend 
on capital projects that 
costs more than $35,000 and 
will last fi ve years or more 
— but individual air condi-
tioners do not meet the cost 
threshold, according to a 
spokesman from Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer’s offi ce, 
which must approve such 
expenditures.

Oddly, council members 
can buy school computers, 
which are also less than the 

$35,000 minimum, because 
of a quirk in the law where 
individual computers bought 
in bulk can be counted as one 
item because they can be net-
worked together, he said.

The law was last up-
dated in 2011 — before 
Stringer was elected to his 
post, the spokesman said.

Legislators may buy 
building-wide air-condi-
tioning systems, which 
cost $3–$5 million, but that 
would deplete much or all of 
their piggybanks, a Treyger 

spokesman said. Instead 
the pol wants to be able to 
buy coolers here and there 
to supplement schools’ ex-
isting temperature control, 
the spokesman said.

Stringer is looking into 
a rule change, he said.

“The city should ex-
plore every avenue to en-
sure students aren’t forced 
to learn in uncomfortably 
hot classrooms, and Coun-
cil Member Treyger is 
right to raise this issue,” 
Stringer said.

AIR
Continued from page 3

Continued from cover
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BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA
When you speak with Dr. 

Melinda Keller, director of the 
Brooklyn Spine Center, one thing 
is evident immediately — she is 
passionate about what she does.

So when she says trips to 
the chiropractor are not about 
the back, but about keeping the 
brain healthy, it’s time to perk 
up and listen. 

“Many well-educated people 
believe they should only see a 
chiropractor for back pain,” she 
says. But this isn’t true. “The 
spine is the brain’s connection to 
the body; it functions optimally 
when that connection works 
well.”

Monthly visits to the chiro-
practor work a bit like car tune-
ups. You come in because you 
want to stay on top of things be-
fore a problem develops. Results 
from “spine tune-ups” include 
better posture, more energy, and 
greater quality of life. 

Dr. Keller has been helping 
people regain their interest in 
life for 35 years. 

During that time, she noticed 
that many patients were over-
weight, and as a result, suffered 
from issues like high blood pres-
sure and diabetes. These com-
plications made it more diffi cult 
for the spine to respond and heal 
properly. Reacting to this need, 
the doctor developed a safe, ef-
fective diet plan for them. Af-
ter all, “We’re naturalists,” she 
says. “We want people to become 
healthy and stay healthy.”

Incredibly, people lose from 
20 to 40 pounds in 40 days. Ev-
ery person who has properly fol-
lowed the diet has lost weight, 
she says. Their need for insulin, 
statins, and high blood pressure 
medication is also reduced or 
eliminated. 

The program is doctor-super-
vised, and utilizes homeopathic 
remedies. Patients are in daily 
communication; even the many 
patients who observe the Sabbath 
are not exempt from this rule. 

“No exercise is involved, and 
because it’s all natural, it doesn’t 
interfere with any medications.”

Success stories include La-
verne, a woman with a high-
stress job who made time for 
everyone else in her life — but 

herself. She was overweight and 
suffered from back pain. 

The doctor has a spectacu-
lar glass scale that connects to a 
computer. It provides a detailed 
look at each person’s body com-
position, even measuring the 
amount of fat around one’s or-
gans. 

“If it’s too high, people are 
at risk for a stroke,” says Dr. 
Keller.

Laverne was not too pleased to 
learn that her body composition 
indicated she was 10 years older 
than her actual age. She was 
determined to get in shape, and 

dropped 42 pounds in 38 days. 
“When you lose weight, you 

look at food differently,” says the 
doctor. “You desire food differ-
ently. You don’t require crunchy, 
carbohydrates. It is because body 
chemistry has changed.”

Charlene suffered from her-
niated discs, and was on diabetes 
medication. 

“Her adult children wondered 
whether she was going to wake up 
in the morning,” says the doctor. 
After losing almost 70 pounds, 
her post-MRI revealed hernia-
tions were reduced in size. 

“Families call and thank us,” 

says Dr. Keller. “It’s life-chang-
ing.”  

The doctor herself has also 
successfully participated in the 
diet loss plan — and kept the 
weight off.

It’s because the body wants 
to heal itself, she says. When we 
get a temperature, it is the body’s 
attempt to burn off the germs. 
When we eat something un-
healthy, the body automatically 
gets rid of it. 

“The body heals itself — as 
long as it is healthy.” Keeping it 
healthy is the key.

Dr. Keller has been honored 

for her outstanding work in the 
community. She has worked in 
outreach programs, assisted 
families in shelters, offers semi-
nars, and teaches goal setting 
and self-esteem workshops. 

“It is deeply rewarding,” she 
says. 

Brooklyn Spine Center [5911 
16th Ave. between 59th and 60th 
streets in Borough Park, (718) 
234–6200, www.mybrooklynchiro.
com, www.weightlossbrooklyn.
net]. Open Mondays through 
Thursdays, 9 am–7 pm; Fridays, 
9 am–2 pm; Saturdays, 9 am 
–noon, by appointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Local doctor helps patients lose 20-40 lbs. 
in 40 days, without drugs or surgery

(Clockwise from above) Dr. Melinda Keller of the Brooklyn Spine Center helps a patient 
use the LPG Spine Force. Cecilia and Nadia greet patients at the front desk. Dr. Keller 
helps patients safely lose weight so that the spine is not overworked. See the doctor at 
her Borough Park offi ce.  Photos by Georgine Benvenuto
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gave up and left. Now the 
city wants to develop those 
sites or return them to na-
ture, a program spokes-
man said.

“We have to assess and 
have to really see what we 
can do with these homes. 
Really depends on the 
property itself,” said Raul 
Contreras. “Maybe new 
park land, returning it to 
nature, augmenting storm-
water management sys-
tem, and affordable hous-
ing.” 

The new effort will use 
$3–4 million — from the 
program’s $15.4-billion in 
federal funding — to scoop 
up empty houses in three 
neighborhoods, including 
Brighton Beach, authori-
ties said. Offi cials plan to 
canvass neighborhoods 
to fi nd abandoned homes, 
then scour property re-
cords to track down the 
owners and make offers 

on the properties. It may 
take six to eight months 
before the city purchases 
its fi rst homes, a spokes-
man said.

Buying and redevelop-
ing the otherwise aban-
doned homes will keep 
them from falling over onto 
houses the program re-
pairs, said program direc-
tor Amy Peterson. 

“To ignore the aban-
doned properties would not 
only negatively impact the 
homeowners that Build It 
Back strives to serve, but 
would ultimately endanger 
the investment of public 
dollars used to restore and 
improve the housing stock 
in these communities,” she 
said.

And the deserted domi-
ciles also create a major 
quality-of-life problem for 
neighbors, said Council-
man Chaim Deutsch (D–
Brighton Beach).

“Abandoned homes and 
properties are an eyesore 
and cause rat infestations, 
a bad odor, overgrown 

weeds, and other conse-
quences for those living 
nearby,” he said.

But the only Brooklyn 
neighborhood included 
in the pilot program is 
Brighton Beach, though 
Build It Back may ex-
pand the effort to oth-
ers, such as Sheepshead 
Bay, if it succeeds, said 
Deutsch.

“Funding for the pilot 
program is limited. If the 
pilot program proves suc-
cessful, I will advocate 
for the inclusion of other 
neighborhoods, as I did 
for Brighton Beach,” he 
said.

A neighborhood leader 
in Sheepshead Bay — 
where recovery seems to 
have stalled as residents of 
private streets  hash out a 
recovery deal with city offi -
cials  — recently  suggested 
turning the ’hood’s below-
street-level “courts” into 
green space  to counteract 
fl ooding, but residents met 
the idea with mixed reac-
tions.

carrying things outdoors 
during the Sabbath — has 
existed as a communal ame-
nity in the neighborhoods 
for more than 20 years with 
no drama, they say.

But the new Greater 
Crown Heights eruv has 
not been so welcome in 
its neighborhood, which 
is home to some 10,000 
members of the Chabad 
Lubavitch Hasidic commu-
nity.

Several Chabad rabbis 
 issued edicts shortly af-
ter St. Johns Place Mod-
ern Orthodox synagogue 
Congregation Kol Israel 
erected it in mid-June, 
condemning the conse-
crated cord and instruct-
ing followers that carry-
ing within its boundaries 
on the Sabbath was still 
not kosher,  and the line 
has already been torn 
down and tampered with 
multiple times since then, 
 police told DNA Info .

The leader of B’Nai Ja-
cob says he doesn’t think 
the vandals deliberately 
targeted the Park Slope 
string — they just confused 
it for the Crown Heights 
one, as the  two run side by 
side .

“They’re not out 
get us,” said Rabbi 
Shimon Hecht. “Not 
at all.”

Members of the 
synagogue say they 
respect the Cha-
bad community’s 
objection to the 
eruv around Crown 
Heights, and hope 
they will extend the 
same courtesy to 
their neighborhoods.

“We recognize 
that there are voices 
in the Chabad com-
munity that protest 
the eruv encircling Crown 
Heights,” they wrote. “As 
good neighbors, we expect 
our neighboring commu-
nity to respect ours and not 
infringe on our commu-
nity institutions and deci-
sions.”

But the organizer of the 
Crown Heights eruv is less 
understanding. He claimed 
critical Chabad leaders are 
just angry that their fol-
lowers are availing them-
selves of the new amenity, 
but said the growing Mod-
ern Orthodox cohort in the 
area shouldn’t suffer as a 
result.

“The problem isn’t 
that people are using the 
eruv — the problem is 
they’re not listening to 
their rabbi,” said Naftali 

Hanau. “The fact that the 
Lubavitch community is 
not listening to its leader-
ship is not a reason why 
my community shouldn’t 
be able to grow.”

Fortunately, none of 
the vandalism against ei-
ther eruv occurred on or 
directly before the Sab-
bath, according to Hanau. 
But even it had, the sys-
tem is backed up by re-
dundancies that prevent 
Jews from inadvertently 
sinning due to a downed 
eruv line — though he 
would not reveal what 
they are. 

“Just because the string 
is cut, doesn’t mean the 
eruv is down,” he said. 
“There are backups, we’re 
not dumb.”

Continued from page 1 

ERUV
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HOMES

IN THE ZONE: The area covered by the 
Park Slope and Prospect Heights eruv. 

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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Located Right Next to Our 
Zum Stammtisch Restaurant
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com


