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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It is a No. 1 priority!

Locals can barely hold 
in their excitement now 
that the city is pushing 
through a plan to redo the 
crappy bathroom at Bay-
view Playground in Canar-
sie, relieving park-goers 
who haven’t had a place to 

answer nature’s call, said 
one area day care opera-
tor tired of evacuating the 
park every time her kids 
had to go.

“Instead of using the 
bathroom there at the 
park, we usually go to the 
school and it’s an inconve-
nience when the kids come 

to play at the park, so we’re 
so happy they are going 
to have a bathroom,” said 
Tameka Simpson.

The relief station has 
been closed for fi ve to 10 
years, a Parks Depart-
ment spokeswoman said — 
though area residents esti-

BY COLIN MIXSON
Truth is lamer than fi ction!

A born-and-raised Brook-
lyn sculptor and architect of  the 
massive bronze effi gy of Cap-
tain America  coming to Pros-
pect Park this month is none too 
pleased with the controversies 
surrounding the Disney-owned 
brand going into a public green 
space, and is challenging New 
Yorkers to name a real-life cham-
pion of justice more deserving of 
a place Brooklyn’s Backyard.

And if locals can identify a 
non-fi ctional Brooklynite as up-
standing and squeaky clean as 
Captain America, the artist said 
he’d be happy to design it — for 
free.

“When I hear people say, ‘Why 
can’t we use a real positive fi g-
ure,’ I say, ‘Pick the person and 
I’ll make that sculpture for free,’ ” 
said Dave Cortes, who was born 
in Red hook and designed the Cap-
tain America statue from his 13th 
Street studio in Gowanus. “But 
you can’t do that these days, be-
cause everybody has something 
behind them. So this fi ctitious 
character like Captain America is 
a really cool symbol of how people 
should behave.”

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
“Sometimes your best in-
vestments are the ones you 
don’t make.”

The owners of Schnitzel 
Haus took down a signed 
photo of Republican presi-
dential nominee Donald 
Trump that graced the Bay 
Ridge German joint for 
nearly a decade, because 

online reviewers called the 
eatery racist for appear-
ing to support the divisive 
White House hopeful who 
has  proposed a ban on all 
Muslims entering the U.S.  
and has been  accused of us-
ing white-nationalist imag-
ery in campaign materials .

Sausage slingers said 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Fresh-squeezed comedy
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

This show goes down easy! 
An organic juice bar in Pros-

pect Lefferts Gardens is hoping 
to heal the neighborhood’s heart 
with healthy smoothies and a 
dose laughter — the best medi-
cine. The House of Juice will host 
a month-long comedy series start-
ing on Aug. 13, and the organizers 
think “Juice: Cold Pressed Com-
edy” will help bridge cultural 

gaps in the gentrifying neighbor-
hood.

“Given the times and what’s 
going on, we wanted something 
that will bring the community to-
gether and help enjoy themselves 
and enjoy their differences — 
that’s not a lot of what you see go-
ing on,” said Danii Oliver, owner 
of House of Juice “We wanted to 
foster more community spirit.”

Continued on page 6

MAN OF THE SHOW: Comedian Eugene T. Barnes will host the four-week se-
ries “Juice: Cold Pressed Comedy” at the House of Juice starting on Aug. 13. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

WHAT A RELIEF!: State Sen. 
Roxanne Persaud is grateful 
the bathroom will fi nally be 
fi xed.

GRIN 
AND 
JUICE

Gowanusite 
defends his 
Capt. statue

Park loo getting do-overArt of the veal
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Borrow  
$10,000 

for as low as

$200/
month*

10,000

June 15, 2016

PERSONAL LOAN

Ten Thousand
Your Name Here

0000000
0000000

00
0000000

*Payments based on 7.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments. Rates 
are based on creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. 

Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Apply today 
— applications 
available 24/7.

BY MAX JAEGER
Call him a grass-roots ac-
tivist.

A Columbia Waterfront 
District man and the city 
are locked in battle over 
a grassy, city-owned lot at 
the corner of Columbia and 
Woodhull streets. Local 
Louie Formisano has been 
keeping the green space 
clean since 2012, but offi cials 
say he padlocked the pub-
licly owned parcel and is act-
ing like he owns the place.

“Mr. Formisano il-
legally trespassed and 
continues to do so. He 
knowingly entered the 
lot without permission, 
re-sodded it, and turned 
into a giant ‘back yard.’ 
It seems he continues to 
break into the lot and use 
it for his own purposes 
including storage of per-
sonal items,” according 
to a spokeswoman from 
Housing Preservation and 
Development, which owns 
the tract.

Until recently, Formi-
sano stored a rider lawn 
mower and some holiday 
decorations there.

Formisano, known for 
handing out free hotdogs 
in the summer and  plowing 
neighborhood streets pro 
bono in the winter , said he 
bolted the property to keep 
out vandals. But offi cials 
say Formisano is the root 
of the problem.

“He cuts the city lock 
and puts his own lock — 
it keeps happening,” said 
the housing department 
spokeswoman.

Formisano and several 
other neighbors say they’d 
like to turn it into a com-
munity garden, but the city 
intends to build below-mar-
ket-rate apartments on the 
property — though it has 
no timetable or immediate 
plans to do so, according 
to the housing department 
rep.

In the meantime, the 
plot will just sit empty — 
and some neighbors say the 
city let it go to pot before 
Formisano started tending 
to it.

“It was scary,” said Win-
ter Bargeron, who has lived 
in the area for 35 years, and 
says his son cut his foot on 

a needle in there in 2011.
Formisano says freez-

ing him out of the other-
wise-fallow fi eld is harsh, 
considering he is actually 
willing to look after it.

“I’m an American. I’m 
helping the city. This is 
how they repay me,” Form-
isano said.

But several locals said 
they feel his methods do 
more harm than good — 
one local who helped re-
sod the plot said he felt 
deceived by the neighbor-
hood stalwart’s efforts, be-
cause he was unaware at 
the time that he was tres-
passing.

“It was the weirdest act 
of vandalism,” said the 
man, on the condition of 
anonymity.

The unconventional gar-
dener, however, believes a 
rival on the block tipped off 
the city about his activities 
because he envies Formi-
sano’s status among neigh-
bors.

“He’s jealous,” Formis-
ano said, declining to name 
the tipster. “He wants peo-
ple to look up to him.”

It’s a turf war!

LOUIE, LOUIE: Woodhull Street resident Louie Formisano says a city lot he tresspasses on to clean is 
better off for it. Here he shows a photo of what the parcel used to look like. 
 Community News Group / Max Jaeger

City: Columbia Waterfront District man 
keeps trespassing to clean our dirty lot
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
It’s a blast from the future!

Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
Amusement Park added a fu-
turistic new “seven-dimension” 
shoot-em-up attraction called 
the XD Dark Ride that puts fun-
house fans right in the middle 
of a battle against zombies and 
post-apocalyptic road warriors. 
Adrenaline junkies wear 3D 
glasses, the seats shake, and a 
serious surround-sound system 
gives the impression you’re in 
the midst of the action. The new 
thrill is a peek into the future 
of amusement parks, where vir-
tual reality will rival the staple 
roller coaster, according to an 
operator.

“It’s the way the future is go-
ing — people are more into vir-
tual reality and this is the best 
I’ve seen in any amusement park 
that has virtual reality,” said 
park manager DJ Vourderis.

Sure, it’s virtual reality, but 
riders say the thrill is real.

“That right there, that was 
amazing — the graphics, the air 
conditioning, the seats moving 
around. Everything,” said Man-
hattanite John Rosa, who rode 
with his daughter Haylee.

The ride, which resembles 
a shipping container from out-
side, is a 3D-movie theater with 
chairs that bump, sway, and tilt 
with the action — for example, 
when your on-screen car takes 
a plunge off a cliff after plow-

ing into a bunch of zombies, the 
seats tip forward.

Each player gets a laser gun 
to shoot baddies, and this sea-
son, riders can choose to bat-
tle the undead or “Mad Max”-
esque, post-apocalyptic “road 
fi ghters.”

It’s not just a battle for sur-
vival either — participants are 
vying against one another to 
top the ride’s leaderboard.

This reporter was not sure 
what to expect from the ride 
— it’s not like any of the other 
classic rides at the park, and 
frankly I was skeptical that a 
“virtual” ride would be as en-
tertaining as the nearby Spook-
a-Rama and Wonder Wheel.

I strapped in for a battle 
against the zombies fi rst and was 
genuinely surprised at the im-
mersive experience — there were 
plenty of scary, make-you-jump 
moments, and the gyroscopic 
seats moved perfectly with the 
action on screen.

The battle against the “road 
fi ghters” was just as good. I was 
bested by a younger gunslinger 
on the leaderboard, but still 
had a good time zapping the mo-
hawked baddies off cars they 
seemingly hijacked from 1985’s 
“Beyond Thunderdome.”

Both rides involved a lot of 
driving, which was a good op-
portunity to show off the 3D 
technology. The air-conditioned 
theater was a nice respite from 

the 90-degree summer heat out-
side, too.

Vourderis, whose grandfa-
ther Deno is the park’s name-
sake, tried the ride at an amuse-
ment trade show earlier this 
year and decided he had to have 
it for the park.

He confi gured it with 16 seats 
and said he may change the mov-
ies next season — or add more. 
The makers of the ride currently 
offer seven different movies, in-
cluding a battle against a giant 
monster and against cartoonish 
pirates.

“XD Dark Ride” at Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Park [3059 Denos 
Vourderis Pl. near Surf Avenue 
in Coney Island, www.wonder-
wheel.com, (718) 372–2592]. Open 
through Sept. 5, 11 am–10 pm. 
$8.

ON THE BIG SCREEN: Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park’s new interactive dark ride is as immersive as it gets. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The Yule Ball has nothing on 
these celebrations.

Hocus pocus-loving book-
worms brought the wizarding 
world to Brooklyn when they 
celebrated the release of “Harry 
Potter & the Cursed Child” on 
July 31. Everyday magicians of 
the wardrobe donned robes and 
series-staple neck ties as cos-
tumes for witching-hour soi-
rees, and a bunch of nerdy jocks 
played fantasy sport Quidditch 
before a Cyclones game at MCU 
Park.

Longtime loyalists were keen 
to celebrate the eighth release in 
a 20-year-old series that conjures 
up so many memories of their 
youths — and get a little drunk, 
one tome merchant said.

“I think everyone was just re-
ally excited to have a space to 
nerd out about Harry Potter. Peo-
ple came out to have boozy fun 
but at the same time really cel-
ebrate what Harry Potter meant 
to them,” said Michelle Chen of 
Word bookstore in Greenpoint, 
which hosted a Williamsburg 
warehouse party where fans went 
head-to-head-to-head at “tri-wiz-
ard” trivia and duked it out over 
“butterbeer” pong.

Meantime, muggles of all ages 
marked the occasion at BookMark 
Shoppe in Bay Ridge with trivia 
and treats of their own.

And Hogwarts stalwarts 
made sure at least a little magic 
happened at MCU Park  during 
the Cyclones’ nearly hitless, 1–0 
loss to Aberdeen  — prestidigita-
tors paraded around the bases 
and the Tri-State Lightning took 
on the New York Basilisks in an 
exhibition match of Quidditch 
(the real-life adaptation of a fic-
tional sport) before the baseball 
game.

Magic words

IT’S ABOUT TOME!: This fan proudly 
shows his copy of the new book after a 
night of revelry. Photo by Louise Wateridge

Shoot the geek!
New high-tech, laser-gun ride comes to Coney

GREAT ASSIGNMENT: Reporter Den-
nis Lynch tested out the new ride.
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

FANTASY SPORTS: (Above) Fans play butterbeer pong at a party in Williamsburg. 
(Below) Some relatively athletic bookworms played a game of Quidditch at MCU 
Park before the Cyclones took the fi eld. Photos by Louise Wateridge

Wizards appear for ‘Harry Potter’ release parties



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

AU
G. 

7, 
20

16
4

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Call it pay-to-park politics.

Bay Ridgites are demand-
ing the city remove parking 
meters it installed over pre-
viously free parking. The De-
partment of Transportation 
put in a total five paid spots 
along four mostly commer-
cial strips, but critics say 
parking is already tight for 
area residents, and this is 
just another example of the 
city putting the squeeze on 
Ridgites.

“There already are less 
spaces,” said local Jennifer 
Jansen. “Between meters, poorly 
placed fi re hydrants, illegal 
driveways, and dumpsters that 
never seem to disappear, there’s 
no place to park.”

The transportation depart-
ment installed the meters at the 
behest of local businesses that 
wanted faster turnover so spaces 
would be more readily available 
for shoppers, an agency spokes-

man said.
There were no meters on 

the blocks before, according to 
said Community Board 10 dis-
trict manager Josephine Beck-
mann.

In response to area drivers’ 
outrage, Councilman Vincent 

Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) called for 
an immediate moratorium on in-
stalling parking meters around 
residential blocks until the city 
improves community outreach 
ahead of putting in the new me-
ters.

The Department of Transpor-
tation sent Gentile two letters an-
nouncing the new paid parking, 
but the missives were so unclear 
that even the agency’s borough 
commissioner agreed the notifi -
cation system is fl awed, Gentile 
said.

“The full scope of the new 
meter plan wasn’t evident un-
less the two communiqués 
from three months apart were 
put together,” Gentile said. 
“[Borough commissioner Keith 
Bray and I] agreed that there 
should be more efficient means 
of communication from all par-
ties regarding the roll-out of 
muni-meters so that the infor-
mation does not get lost in the 
shuffle.” — with Max Jaeger

FED UP: CB 10 member Greg Ahl says 
new parking meters replacing former-
ly free spaces in Bay Ridge have got to 
go. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

RIDGITES FED UP!
Locals, pols ticked over new parking meters

BY DENNIS LYNCH
They’re left hanging.

A Brooklyn man is demand-
ing the city make good on its 
promise to trim a dangerous, 
dead tree limb hanging pre-
cariously over the sidewalk in 
front of his mother’s Bay Ridge 
Avenue home. The ready-to-fall 
bough is an accident waiting to 
happen, he said.

“I’m afraid if it falls, it’s def-

initely going to damage a car or 
worse kill someone, because its 
at least an 8–10-inch diameter 
branch,” said Gravesender An-
gelo Arena.

Arena complained to 311 
twice — once in April and again 
in May. The Parks Department 
responded that it inspected the 
branch and would “perform 
work to correct the condition,” 

Dyker tree in limb-o
Family waiting for city to prune branch

Continued on page 6

AN ACCIDENT WAITING TO HAPPEN: This dead tree limb hangs on Bay Ridge 
Avenue, and one man whose mother lives there is worried it will hurt some-
one or damage property when it eventually falls. CNG / Dennis Lynch
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY COLIN MIXSON
It is no animal house.

The abrupt arrival of 
a Kensington homeless 
women and children’s shel-
ter across from a local el-
ementary school late last 
year sparked protests and 
heated community meet-
ings, but eight months later, 
locals say it hasn’t brought 
the crime and havoc that 
many predicted. One neigh-
bor said he was bummed to 
have lost the women’s col-
lege dorm that was on the 
site before, but the new ref-
uge is still a welcome addi-
tion to the neighborhood.

“If had I had to pick be-
tween the shelter or the 
college girls, I’d go back to 
the college girls,” said Ali 
Beths, who operates a deli 
near the shelter, adding 
that he used to party with 
the co-eds. “But it brings 
business and from my expe-
rience, it’s only been posi-
tive.”

The city’s  sudden an-
nouncement in November  
that it was opening the 65-
unit shelter — across from 
PS 230 on McDonald Av-
enue between Albemarle 
Road and Church Avenue — 
divided the neighborhood.

Some residents  re-
sponded by organizing 
charity drives and donating 
clothes  to support their new 

neighbors in need,  while 
others picketed the site , 
railing against the com-
plete lack of community 
consultation and handing 
out fl iers forecasting crime 
and drugs.

“Needless to say a home-
less center carries the risk 
of drugs, sexual predatory 
activities and other crimes 
that endanger the lives of 
innocent people,” one no-
tice read.

But a recent survey 
among area residents re-
vealed that not much has 
changed after eight months 
living beside the city-run 
shelter and the families 
that rely on its services.

“It’s been fi ne. I haven’t 
seen anything negative,” 
said local Eliza Gollan. “No-
body on the corner, nothing 
weird happening. Nothing 
really changed.”

Many haven’t given the 
shelter a second thought 
since its announcement, de-
spite walking past the ref-
uge on a daily basis.

“We knew it was coming, 
but we haven’t noticed it,” 
said Carolina Kowallsky, a 
20-year Tehama Street resi-
dent, who frequently shops 
along McDonald Avenue.

Beths said he believes 
some locals were mostly 
worried the facility would 

HELTER SHELTER: The building on McDonald Avenue used to be a dorm for co-eds — now it  is a home-
less shelter.  File photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Finding a home
Eight months in, homeless shelter in 
Kensington gets very few complaints

THEN: Resident Julia De Rosa protested the McDonald Avenue 
women and children’s refuge back in December.  
 File photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Continued on page 7
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There may be spirit, 
but there will be no spir-
its at the alcohol-free 
event, which will take 
place in the juicery’s back 
yard. Keeping the show 
sober makes it a healthy 
alternative for those who 
may not venture into the 
bars, said Oliver. 

“We wanted to encour-
age more people to come 
out and enjoy themselves 
and not have to feel the 
pressures of eating un-
healthy or drinking alco-
hol if they don’t want to,” 
she said. 

With each ticket, 
guests will get a smoothie, 
juice, or tonic, along with 
a taste of tapas, such as 
jerk or buffalo chicken 
bites. 

The host of the series, 
Manhattan comedian Eu-
gene T. Barnes, has as-
sembled a diverse group 
of jokesters for the shows.

“I’m bringing New 
York City and the tri-
state’s comedy scene to 
Brooklyn,” said Barnes, 
who describes his com-
edy as a middle ground 
between Bill Cosby and 
Eddie Murphy. 

Barnes will introduce 
fi ve new comedians for 
each night of the series. 

Their jokes will feature a 
robust blend of topics, he 
said, including relation-
ships, family issues, sex, 
and politics.

“It’s going to be a little 
bit of everything — I have 
guys who are going to be 
totally raw,” said Barnes. 
“There’s going to be sex 
jokes, some guys who 
fall in middle, and I have 
some guys that might be 
a little cleaner and keep it 
PG,” said Barnes.

Barnes chose comedi-
ans to provide a sampler 
of different comedic fl a-
vors, but noted that audi-
ences might want to get 
in while the series is still 
just sprouting.

“I really wanted to 
bring diversity to the 
neighborhood — exposing 
people to different types 
of comedy they might 
not see living in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens,” said 
Barnes. “I want it to be 
huge. The fi rst show is go-
ing to be one to see — we 
defi nitely have it stacked, 
talent-wise.”

“Juice: Cold Pressed 
Comedy” at House of 
Juice [642 Rogers Ave. 
between Parkside and 
Clarkson avenues in 
Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens, www.house-
ofjuicebk.com, (347) 974–
1985]. Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Aug. 13–Sept. 3. $20.

PARTNERS IN HEALTH: Danii Oliver, left, and her husband 
Kevin Braithwaite, right, own the House of Juice in Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens. Oliver says she organized the comedy show 
to bring the gentrifying neighborhood together.  
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued from page 1 

COMEDY

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Regular Joes take on G.I. 
Joes! 

Brooklynites who want to 
test their mettle can compete 
against basic-training tough-
ened troops at the Civilian 
Military Combine race at 
Fort Hamilton base on Sept. 
10. The fi ve-mile course will 
combine mud-covered ob-
stacles with a fi tness and 
weight-lifting segment de-
signed to test every aspect 
of a competitor’s fi tness, said 
the designer of the run.

“There are many mud 
runs but what makes this 
unique is the cross-fi t,” said 
Garfi eld Griffi ths. “The Ci-
vilian Military Combine 
race levels the playing fi eld 
for people who can obstacle 
and people who can run.”

Organizers are truck-
ing in fi ve tons of mud for 
the 26-part obstacle course, 
where military and civil-
ian men and women will 
run, climb, reach, slide, and 
lift their way through the 
track. A cleaning station is 
available after the muddy 
portion, said Griffi ths. 

But before the race 
starts, a fi tness area dubbed 
“The Pit” will divide par-

ticipants by body weight 
and challenge them to lift 
and stretch for a portion of 
their fi nal score.

Griffi ths expects that 
most participants will al-
ready be fairly fi t, but ad-
vises those considering 
tackling the race have “a 
couple months of running 
to get your endurance up.”

But participants who 
are not in the peak of physi-
cal prowess can still join 
in, and they will fi nd en-
couragement along the ob-
stacle route, Griffi ths said. 
Even though there can only 
be one winner, the competi-
tion is always friendly.

“There will be military 
guys there high-fi ving peo-

ple,” he said. “The great 
thing about Civilian Mili-
tary Combine is that ev-
eryone is there to help each 
other. It’s very full of cama-
raderie and motivation.”

The event also makes 
an excellent goal for those 
starting a new workout re-
gime.

“It’s absolutely for some-
one trying to get into fi t-
ness,” said Griffi ths. “It’s 
fun and you make new 
friends. We welcome the 
newest.”

The very newest partici-
pants — those aged 4 to 14 
— can race on a one-mile, 
less-intense course, with an 
area for parents to watch. 

A festival with food and 
music will welcome those 
who cross the fi nish line. 
Portions of the proceeds 
from the race will go the 
Morale, Welfare, and Recre-
ation Fund for troops at the 
Fort Hamilton Army Base. 

“The Civilian Military 
Combine” at Fort Hamilton 
Base [Fort Hamilton Park-
way and 101st Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 630–4771, www.
cmcrace.com]. Sept. 10, 8 
am–3 pm. $119 ($25 kids, 
$20 spectators). 

MUDDY WATERS: A racer crawls under wires and through the mud 
at a previous Civilian Military Combine Race. Organizers will bring 
in fi ve tons of mud for the race on Sept. 10.  Civilian Military Combine

Running amuck
Muddy obstacle course at army base challenges racers

but missed its 45-day due 
dates in both cases, city re-
cords show.

Arena, who said his 
family has occupied the 
house on Bay Ridge Ave-
nue near 14th Avenue for 
90 years, believes a fungus 
killed the branch — and 
it could claim more of the 

majestic London planetree 
if city workers don’t act 
quickly to amputate the 
gangrenous limb.

City workers entirely 
removed another tree on 
the block because of a fun-
gus that commonly affects 
the ubiquitous arbors, and 
Arena does not want to see 
the tree near his ancestral 
home suffer the same fate.

“Little by little the 
branches were dying,” he 

said. “They cut that one 
down and replaced it, but 
I’m trying to save this one 
by doing some pruning.”

Residents are not al-
lowed to hack city-owned 
trees on their own unless 
they pass a 12-hour Citizen 
Pruner Course with the 
Trees New York volunteer 
group, according the Parks 
Department’s website.

People injured by falling 
limbs can fi le a personal in-

jury claim with the comp-
troller’s offi ce. Taxpay-
ers had to pay $1.6 million 
to the family of a woman 
who was killed by a falling 
branch while she waited for 
a bus on Avenue J in 2003. 
City crews had visited the 
area eight times to remove 
a dead tree nearby, but did 
not take down the bough 
that ultimately killed the 
woman, according to the 
New York Times.

BRANCH
Continued from page 4
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Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Sunset Parkers are demand-
ing a lackadaisical landlord 
make good on her promise 
to fi x up their dilapidated 
apartment building.

Property owner Soo 
Dong agreed in a June 
21 court settlement to re-
pair leaks, broken fire es-
capes, and defective car-
bon-monoxide alarms in 
the 16-unit building at 430 
61st St., records show. But 
she never delivered, so 
tenants took to the streets 
to protest the alleged 
slumlord on July 29. Dong 
demanded more money 
from tenants before cut-
ting off basic services, 
one renter said.

“She raised our rent, 
then took away heat, 
and hot water,” said 
Nora Huertero, a ten-
ant at a rally discussing 
the abuse. “We’ve never 
had issues with previous 
landlords.”

The apartments have 
racked up more than 170 
open building code and 
safety violations, accord-
ing to city data.

Dong is trying to make 
living in the rent-stabi-
lized building so miser-
able that they leave, al-
lowing her to raise rent 
beyond the yearly cap set 

on occupied apartments 
and bring in higher-in-
come tenants, a local pol 
said.

“Gentrification is 
alive and well, and these 
are the things that define 
that,” said Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca (D–Sun-
set Park).

Social-justice groups 
the Urban Justice Cen-
ter and Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors filed a 
complaint with the city’s 

Commission Against Hu-
man Rights on July 28 on 
behalf of 10 families liv-
ing in the building.

The commission may 
levy additional fines 
against Dong, a lawyer 
for the tenants said.

Ignoring the terms of 
the settlement will re-
sult in more fines too, but 
criminal charges are un-
likely, the attorney said.

Dong did not return re-
quests for comment.

ALL IN: Dan Wiley of Rep. Nydia Velazquez’s offi ce speaks at the 
rally. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Striking home
Residents, pols protest Sunset Park 
landlord for poor living conditions

be a drag on a neighbor-
hood that was otherwise on 
the up.  

“This neighborhood 
was changing for the posi-
tive,” the deli guy said. “I 
came here 10 years ago and 
this neighborhood was not 
as good as it is now. It’s be-
come like Park Slope in a 
way, and I’ve heard custom-
ers say, ‘This is a step back 
for the neighborhood.’ ”

That’s not to say every-
one is a fan — one woman 
disparaged the residents 
and said the facility is a 
blight on the area.

“The people are very 
nasty,” said long-time lo-
cal Bella Kurt. “They hang 
out on the corner. We never 
had anything like that in 
our neighborhood.”

Police have fi led several 
reports from the shelter 
since it opened, including 
six instances of harass-
ment, three assaults, one 
allegation of child abuse, 
and report of criminal con-
tempt — likely for an order 
of protection violation — 
and one instance of petite 
larceny, according to a po-
lice spokesman.

There are only a few 
quality of life complaints 
registered to the property 
since the fi rst shelter resi-

dents moved in, and the 
city’s 311 database records 
nine complaints related to 
noise and unsanitary con-
ditions on the sidewalk. 

But many neighbors 
say the impact on the area 
had been so minimal, they 
didn’t even know it was 
there.

“I walked by there and 
saw people standing out-
side, and I wondered,” said 
local Linda Lang, who 
lives three blocks away, 
upon learning about the 
shelter for the fi rst time. 
“Now that I know, I may 
volunteer.”

Camba, the organiza-
tion that runs the shelter, 
declined to comment. 

SHELTER
Continued from page 5
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 

400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 

neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-

tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 

estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 

operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 

are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 

the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 

saving thousands of Americans suffering from 

chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 

pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 

notice an unexpected result of space travel: 

Astronauts that left with back pain would come 

back without it. After investigated this now 

phenomenon here’s what they found: During 

the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 

decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 

travel through space, the effects of gravity are 

removed and you are in a weightless state. All 

the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 

Even better — and this is the key — a negative 

pressure is created. This negative pressure 

actually sucks the herniated material back into 

the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 

a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-

umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 

herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-

ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 

and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 

FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 

an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 

Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 

York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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News that superhero-
studio Marvel is erecting a 
13-foot-tall, one-ton bronze 
effi gy of Steve Rogers’s su-
per-powered alter ego in 
the park for a two-week 
stay on Aug. 10 scandalized 
many in the borough.  

 Park lovers are furious 
that the pop-culture icon 
will corrupt the commer-
cial-free sanctity  of their 
beloved green space, while 
 comic nerds are peeved that 
the statue  is coming amidst 
a story arc in the charac-
ter’s comic adventures in 
which Cap has joined the 
ranks of Hydra — an evil 
organization with ties to 
the Nazis.

But Cortes insists their 
concerns will disappear 
when they catch sight of 
the impressive idol, which 
will unite parents with 
children with its depiction 
of the 75-year-old character 
hoisting his impregnable 
shield over his head in a 
gesture of heroic triumph.

“A sculpture like this is 
something where you will 
see parents and kids go-

ing over there to take pho-
tos and hang around,” he 
said. “It’s almost like pass-
ing the baton. All the stuff 
you grew up with, you get 
to pass that over to your 
kids. I can see the power of 
that.”

Cortes is one of only a 
few sculptors designing 

statues and action fi gures 
for major comic labels in 
Brooklyn — and indeed the 
East Coast — as most of the 
industry is based out of Los 
Angeles, he said.

He began his career 
crafting models out of clay 
for McFarlane Toys, which 
revolutionized the toy in-

dustry with hyper-detailed 
fi gures centered on the dev-
ilish Spawn character and 
his fi endish associates.

These days Cortes 
mostly works digitally, 
creating three-dimen-
sional models of all your 
favorite heroes and vil-
lains, including Batman, 

Catwoman, Juggernaut, 
Wolverine, and the Hulk. 

Cortes says his unortho-
dox career also makes him 
something of a superhero 
himself — giving him the 
power to scale impossibly 
high New York rents and 
inspire youngsters along 
the way.

“Here I am able to live in 
Brooklyn today, which, you 
know with rising rents and 
all, most of my friends aren’t 
even around any more, they 
had to move out,” he said. 
“And I get to see these young 
kids get excited about the op-
portunity of making their 
own characters.”

THE MASTER: Dave Cortes hoists his master model of the 13-foot-tall statue of Captain America coming to Prospect Park. (Right) His models of beloved superheroes and 
villains for action fi gures and statues he’s designed for major comic labels out of his 13th Street studio in Gowanus. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 1 

CAPTAIN

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE MUSSELS

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

PASTARIA

717 86st Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializing in homemade pasta 
& grandma-style pizza.

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram
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mated it was longer.
The repairs are the re-

sult of a local movement 
— neighbors from the 
nearby Bay View Houses 
raised a stink to Council-
man Alan Maisel (D–Ca-
narsie), and the political 
whiz got the city to pro-
duce, he said.

“Six months ago we were 
told by the tenants’ resi-
dents association that the 
bathroom had been closed 

— I pass by there 100 times, 
I never knew that the bath-
room was closed,” he said. 
“So we’ve asked Parks to do 
this bathroom. We’re very, 
very grateful. These things 
don’t come cheap.”

Workers are removing 
lead paint, making the toi-
lets handicap-accessible, 
and installing new fi xtures 
and tiles, offi cials said.

The fl ush-with-cash 
mayor’s offi ce is funding 
the $350,000 fi x-up, which 
should be completed by 
June 2017, according to a 
city spokeswoman.

the link was half-baked, 
but they begrudgingly re-
moved the picture anyway 
— because the move made 
capitalistic sense.

“When you’re hurting 
my income and taking food 
off my family’s table, we’re 
forced to make changes,” 
said Amber Urban, who 
owns the restaurant with 
husband Fred. “Honestly, 
I was very upset. I don’t 
know how posting a pic-
ture on the wall is promot-
ing hatred.”

It hanged there since 
the restaurant opened in 
2007, said the owners. The 
Urbans are friends with the 
head of Trump’s security, 
and The Donald — whose 
paternal grandfather im-
migrated to the U.S. from 

Germany — swung by the 
restaurant in its infancy to 
wish them luck with their 
business.

The real-estate mogul 
offered to send the pair a 
signed photo of himself, and 
the Urbans accepted, even 
though they fi gured they’d 
never receive it. The next 
day, a delivery man showed 
up at the door with a signed 
headshot that read: “To 
Fred + Amber, best of luck 
with Schnitzel Haus! Best 
wishes — Donald Trump.”

The Urbans were 
thrilled to display das foto, 
because of Trump’s Teu-
tonic roots.

“I was honored to hang 
the photo,” said Fred. “He’s 
a prominent businessman 
and a big supporter of Ger-
man-American heritage.”

But social media us-
ers said the photo was less 
than appetizing.

“Came here with 
friends and the food was 
excellent, true German 
cuisine,” one Yelp re-
viewer wrote. “But I felt 
uncomfortable. On the 
wall there is a picture of 
Donald Trump.”

Another customer lik-
ened the photo to display-
ing a portrait of Adolf Hit-
ler, Fred said.

So the stein-house own-
ers dumped Trump’s mug 
and replaced it with a letter 
to patrons explaining the 
picture’s origin.

But neither Urban plans 
on casting lots with The 
Donald in November’s elec-
tion — in fact they may not 
vote at all, because they are 
more interested in stuffi ng 
sausage casings than ballot 
boxes, Fred said.

“We don’t speak politics, 
we speak beer and wurst,” 
he said.

WURST-CASE SCENARIO: Schnitzel Haus owner Fred Urban shows the controversial photo and the 
letter he and his wife posted to replace it on the wall of their Bay Ridge restaurant. 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

Continued from page 1 
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BATHROOM

GETTING A MAKEOVER: The 
Parks Department is recon-
structing the abandoned bath-
room in Bayview Playground. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER


