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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Is Bay Ridge backsliding to 
the bad old days?

Residents are demand-
ing the 68th Precinct 
deploy more officers to 
patrol Shore Road in re-
sponse to a slew of recent 
tire-and-rim thefts. Po-
lice  sent out more plain-
clothes officers in March  

to crack down on the ride 
raiders, but that did not 
put much of a dent in the 
thieves’ ambitions, said 
one local.

“The police need to 
step it up,” said Joe Mul-
laney, a lifelong Ridgite 
who regularly parks along 
Shore Road. “They’ve be-
come more brazen. It’s 

defi nitely more frequent, 
I’d say I see one car on cin-
der blocks with no wheels 
a week.”

Still, precinct brass feels 
the situation is improving, 
a community affairs offi cer 
said. Up to fi ve plainclothes 
offi cers are roaming the 
three-mile stretch on any 

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re out of the club, but they’ll 
never be out of club soda. 

Israeli seltzer-machine-maker 
Soda Stream rewarded four mem-
bers of the Park Slope Food Co-op 
with free swag after they were 
 kicked out of the socialist super-
market for disrupting a meeting 
to defend the business  against 
pro-Palestinian members who 
want to ban its products.

And the exiles say the prize is 
proof their controversial defense 
of the promised land was the act 
of heroism they have believed it 
to be all along.

“The co-op sees me as a crim-
inal and other people see me as 
a hero,” said Rhudi Andreolli. 
“I was so excited. I’m an ordi-
nary person doing extraordinary 
things!”

The crunchy Union Street 
store sentenced Millie Ruttner, 
Alan Ettlinger, Andreolli, and 
her sister to one-year suspen-
sions after fi nding them guilty 
of “uncooperative behavior” at 
a meeting last year where mem-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They are back on (the 
new) schedule!

The long-delayed re-
construction of the Belt 
Parkway’s Mill Basin 
Drawbridge and Ger-
ritsen Inlet Bridge is run-
ning on time now that the 
city has updated its time 
tables, officials say. And 

it’s about time the work 
gets done in earnest, ac-
cording to one local who 
says the delays to the 
Gerritsen Beach bridge 
have exacerbated major 
roadway backups — espe-
cially when it rains.

“All work came to a 
halt. You got grass grow-

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 4Continued on page 10

High-fl ying avian play lands
BY LAUREN GILL

This fl ight of fancy took three 
years to land!

A high-fl ying new fairy tale 
about the Queen of the Birds 
will launch the fi rst of six per-
formances in Bushwick on Sept. 
8. The creator of “Cloud Cuckool-
and” hoped to debut the show in 
2013, but when the House of Yes 
closed its Williamsburg location 
that year, she put her show on ice 

until the aerial venue re-opened 
in Bushwick in 2015. No other 
spot could have done the show 
justice, said the playwright.

“When House of Yes closed I 
knew I needed to wait,” said Dja-
hari Clark, a Bushwick resident. 
“I was waiting for House of Yes 
because I wanted my show to fl y.” 

The show — which includes 
dance, puppetry, aerial acrobat-

Continued on page 6

BLACKBIRD SINGING IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT: The dark fairy tale “Cloud 
Cuckooland” will spread its wings at the House of Yes, starting on Sept. 8.
 Michael Blase

JACKED: Thieves pilfered 
the wheels off this Honda 
Accord on Shore Road near 
Narrows Avenue on Aug. 12. 

BIRDS 
ON A 
WIRE

Rim-&-tire thefts in RidgeBuilding bridges
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it Hall-yuck street!

A long-closed stretch 
of Red Hook’s Halleck 
Street is covered in a 
mound of dirt, trash, and 
overgrown vegetation, 
and now the thoroughly 
putrid thoroughfare is 
such a mess that no city 
agency will take respon-
sibility for it in case it 
turns out to be toxic, 
according to one local 
leader. 

“There’s a mound of 
soil there — presumably 
by a contractor — which 
the city refuses to touch 
because they don’t know 
what’s in it,” said Craig 
Hammerman, who is the 
district manager for Com-
munity Board 6, which 
encompasses Red Hook. 
“We’ve written letters, 
made phone calls, but the 
agencies have not seen it fi t 
to have the soil tested and 
removed.” 

A neighboring busi-
ness owner claims the 
Department of Trans-
portation first allowed a 
builder to dump soil on 
the one-block strip be-
tween Clinton Street and 
the Henry Street Basin 
decades ago, opening the 
door for other businesses 
to illegally unload their 
waste there. 

The agency eventually 
put up barriers to discour-
age people from dumping 
there, he said, but that just 
closed the road for good 
and turned it into a pri-
vate forest of fi lth that has 
amassed litter including 
underwear, bottles, and 
sanitary pads. 

“You have this whole 
public street that’s blocked 
off, it’s been an urban blight 
for a number of years,” said 
John Quadrozzi Jr, who 
owns the Gowanus Bay 
Terminal at the end of Co-
lumbia Street.

Quadrozzi and Ham-
merman say they’ve ap-
pealed to the city on sev-
eral occasions to spiff up 
the stretch, but agencies 

keep passing the buck — 
an experience this paper 
can confi rm. 

The Transportation 
Department refused to 
answer several inquiries 
about the street, asking 
multiple times if the De-
partment of Sanitation 
had said anything and re-
ferring questions to the 
state Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
— though it also wouldn’t 
say how that agency was 
involved. 

Sanitation responded 
with a one-sentence answer 
claiming it can’t clean the 
street up because it can’t 
access it.

And the Parks Depart-
ment said the strip is not 
under its jurisdiction, 
and is also not part of  its 
cleanup of the neighboring 
ball fi elds, which are rid-
dled with lead .

Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook) 
promised results in a 
vague statement — say-
ing he met with transpor-
tation Borough Commis-
sioner Keith Bray about 
the street earlier this week 
following inquiries from 

this paper, and that “all 
agencies concerned” are 
getting their act together, 
although his offi ce didn’t 
respond to questions about 
how or which agencies 
they are. 

Rep. Nydia Valazquez 
(D–Red Hook) is also 
looking into the stretch, 
according to a spokes-
man, and wants to secure 
some newly available 
federal flood resiliency 
funds to turn it into part 
of the Brooklyn Water-
front Greenway —  a net-
work of bike and walking 
paths  running from Bay 
Ridge to Greenpoint that 
the city is slowly rolling 
out. The  planned Green-
way route  turns up Clin-
ton Street where the road 
closes.

But Quadrozzi would 
prefer to see it opened to 
vehicles, which he claims 
will improve traffi c fl ow 
and give truck drivers an-
other route through the in-
dustrial neighborhood — 
not to mention to and from 
his facility. 

“I want it to be func-
tional for the community,” 
he said. 

IT’S TRAIL TRASH
Red Hook street so gross, no agency will touch it

NO-FUN-TO-WEAR: Red Hook 
business owner John Quadrozzi 
Jr. is leading the charge to get 
the city to clean up Halleck 
Street — where garbage like this 
pair of fi lthy underwear (right) 
routinely gets dumped. . 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about coming out of the blue!

A new cobalt-colored Citi Bike 
station in the Boerum Hill his-
toric district is grinding resi-
dents’ gears because the city 
stuck it there without asking 
their opinions on the location or 
even giving them a heads up, in-
stead allowing a local offi cial to 
choose the site on their behalf.

“I think Citi Bike is a good idea, 
but this is a very obtrusive thing 
to show up on a landmarked side 
of a short block, especially since 
we had no idea we were getting 
it,” said C. Claiborne Ray, who has 
lived on Bond Street for 20 years. 

Had Department of Transpor-
tation honchos asked locals’ opin-
ion before installing the 27-bicycle 
rack on the street between Wyck-
off and Bergen streets on Aug. 18, 
they say they’d have told them it’s 
a bad location because the dock 
eats up several parking spaces on 
a short block, and that the solar-
powered hub’s modern aesthetic 
detracts from the area’s antique 
charm — although the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission does al-
low Citi Bike stations in historic 
districts. 

Nearby Wycoff Street — a less-
traffi cked long block outside the 
landmarked area — would be a 

better choice, said Claiborne Ray.
Instead, transportation of-

fi cials only consulted Commu-
nity Board 2’s district manager 
— a paid staffer who runs meet-
ings, deals with community com-
plaints, and processes street per-
mits for the volunteer advisory 
panels — asking him in April if 
he thought it made more sense 
to place the station on Pacifi c 
Street or Bond Street. He says he 
suggested the site he thought the 
community would prefer. 

“I had been asked which I 
thought was the better location for 
the docking station,” said district 
manager Rob Perris. “I provided 
my opinion, which I thought was 
the preferable of the two. It was 
not reviewed by the board at all.” 

Perris said he didn’t bother 
consulting board members or let-
ting residents know about the in-
coming bike-rental rack because, 
in his experience, the city doesn’t 
actually take residents’ com-
plaints on board.

Proving his thesis, transporta-
tion borough commissioner Keith 
Bray and agency offi cials last week 
met with Perris, the leader of a local 
civic group, and a rep from Coun-
cilman Steve Levin’s (D–Boerum 
Hill) offi ce, where they agreed to 
present three more planned sta-

tions coming to the nabe at a com-
munity board meeting on Sept. 
20 — then said they might just go 
ahead and install new docks before 
the gathering, according to one at-
tendee. 

“They said, ‘Don’t be surprised 
if you see more stations,’ ” said 
Boerum Hill Association presi-
dent Howard Kolins. 

Indeed, workers subsequently 
installed one on Hoyt and Dean 
streets on Aug. 30. The other new 
bike docks are slated for Smith 
and Bergen streets and Pacifi c 
and Nevins streets, according  to 
Citi Bike’s map . 

The city also recently began 
rolling out new Citi Bike docks in 
neighboring Community Board 6 
— which covers Park Slope, Red 
Hook, Cobble Hill, Carroll Gar-
dens, and Gowanus — but pre-
sented those sites to the advisory 
board  in October last year . 

Boerum Hill residents aren’t 
against the bulky blue bikes, Ko-
lins said, they just want the same 
chance to give their two cents.

“I do think what upset a lot of 
Boerum Hillers was there was a 
lack of process,” he said.

The transportation depart-
ment refused to outline its poli-
cies for consulting communities 
about Citi Bike locations.

THUMBS DOWN: Longtime Boerum Hill resident C. Claiborne Ray is annoyed that the city installed the new Citi Bike rack 
on Bond Street without consulting the community fi rst.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY RUTH BROWN
Call it organized grime.

Mayor DeBlasio  wants to 
take the city’s commercial 
waste hauling system  back to 
the days when the mob ruled, 
by once again creating small 
territories and only allow-
ing a single company to op-
erate in each one — a move 
it hopes will curb the trucks 
and fumes choking the streets 
of industrial neighborhoods 
like Greenpoint and Wil-
liamsburg, but which critics 
say is throwing small, local 
businesses on the trash heap, 
as they will never be able to 
compete with Big Garbage for 
the gigs. 

“If the city goes through 
with commercial franchising, 
this business is out of busi-
ness,” says Cobble Hill resident 
and third generation Brooklyn 
trash hauler Stephen Leone, 
who employs 24 people and op-
erates fi ve trucks at his Clinton 
Hill company Industrial Cart-
ing. “I fear that we will not be 
qualifi ed to bid, based on size 
and scope.”

Right now, any hauler can 
work in any neighborhood, 
so multiple trucks are rolling 
down the same streets to collect 
refuse from nearby businesses. 

By carving out fi efdoms of 
fi lth around the fi ve boroughs 
— this time with the city call-
ing the shots, rather than “le-
gitimate businessmen” — the 
city claims it can cut truck 
fumes in half, dropping car-
bon monoxide emissions alone 
from 88 tons to between 18 and 
36 tons, and reduce traffi c in 
every neighborhood, especially 
in blue-collar areas where most 
private waste transfer stations 
are clustered.

Residents and pols in Brook-
lyn’s northern nabes  have long 
complained  that they are sad-
dled with  far too many  of the 
detritus depots, and say they’re 
thrilled the city is fi nally clean-
ing up its act. 

“It’s great news,” said Luis 
Velasquez, who has lived near 
Porter Avenue and Grattan 
Street since he was 5 years old 
and is a member of activist 
group Clean up North Brook-

lyn. “For less traffi c, less pollu-
tion — not only for our commu-
nity, but for the entire city.”

There are several transfer 
stations near Velasquez’s home 
and he says it’s common to see 
dozens of trash trucks idling in 
the nearby streets for 20 min-
utes waiting to unload, and that 
many drivers pay no attention 
to stop signs, cyclists, and kids 
walking around. 

He and other proponents ar-
gue the city will also be able to 
crack down on safety and work-
ing conditions better if it is vet-
ting the vendors itself.

But Leone thinks the city is 
putting the trash cart before 
the horse. The current regu-
lations governing the indus-
try are almost entirely focused 
on keeping the mafia out, and 
if the city suddenly wants to 
reduce truck traffic, it should 
start by modifying its rules in-
stead of junking the entire sys-
tem, he says.

“The industry is being 
judged on a criteria that no one 
ever told us was important!” he 
said. “The outcomes you see in 
the marketplace are a direct 
product of the rules — adjust 
the rules and you’ll see differ-
ent outcomes.”

The city says it will ensure 
smaller operations like Leone’s 
have a place in the new order 
by creating zones just for them. 
But he argues that will still 
leave all the mom-and-pop ven-

Trash overhaul 
boon for locals, 
bummer for biz 

TRASHED: Stephen Leone of Indus-
trial Carting in Clinton Hill says the 
city’s planned commercial waste 
overhaul will kill small local busi-
nesses like his. It’s a bike hub snub! 

City installs new Citi Bike dock in Boerum Hill 
without fi rst asking or telling locals about it
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given shift — that’s in ad-
dition to the usual patrol 
— and police point a recent 
lack of reports as a sign of 
progress, he said.

But many Ridgites 
don’t bother filing a po-
lice report due to the 
hassle, so the full extent 
of the issue remains 
unclear, according to 

Community Board 10 
district manager Jose-
phine Beckmann.

“Often times, I’ve spo-
ken to people who’ve just 
replaced it and didn’t 
want to deal with it,” 
said Beckmann. “The 
challenge is making the 
police aware of it, and 
it’s hard to do that when 
reports are not being 
filed.”

The thieves are target-
ing Japanese cars — pre-

dominantly Hondas and 
Toyotas — along Shore 
Road, according to police. 
And the verdant stretch 
is convenient for crooks 
for whom park foliage pro-
vides cover to do their das-
tardly deeds, said one lo-
cal.

“It’s quiet and dark 
down there,” said Joe Do-
mante, who lives in Bay 
Ridge and parks his car 
in the area. “It’s a perfect 
spot for them.”
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18 Month CD

www.brfcu.org 
718-680-2121

 718-934-6809

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings. 

Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY
is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn 
Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

FORGIVE AND FORGET: Abdul Elenani posted a message of forgiveness to the thief who robbed his 
Third Avenue cafe, Cocoa Grinder, on Aug. 17. (The arm sling is unrelated to the break-in). 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Far from bitter, he’s serv-
ing up a double shot of for-
giveness.

A Bay Ridge cafe owner 
spent $1,000 to hang a mes-
sage of absolution on his 
storefront after a thief broke 
in and made off with thou-
sands of dollars on Aug. 
17. Abdul Elenani posted 
the nearly 8-foot-long ban-
ner on Third Avenue coffee 
spot Cocoa Grinder by Aug. 
20, offering clemency and 
beseeching the burglar to 
change his ways. The brew 
maestro did not call police, 
because he’s not one to hold 
a bitter grudge, he said.

“People tend to forget 
to forgive, and it becomes 

all about taking revenge,” 
said Elenani. “Rather than 
harming the person, I want 
to send them a clear mes-
sage. I’d rather forgive the 
person and hopefully he 
changes.”

Elenani drafted the mis-
sive shortly after the break-
in. It explains that he did 
not call cops and is instead 
encouraging the cutpurse 
to seek help.

“Well sir/madam, I 
didn’t report this, and I 
didn’t check the cameras to 
see who you are. I’d rather 
just not know,” Elenani’s 
letter states. “If the money 
you stole was to better 
you and your family’s liv-
ing, then I forgive you. If 

it was stolen for you to go 
out there and ruin yourself 
and health, I still forgive 
you and ask of you to fi x 
yourself.”

Locals are split over El-
enani’s bold move.

It’s an inspirational mes-
sage, one neighbor said.

“I think it’s a great ex-
ample he’s setting,” said 
Mohammed M., a Ridgite 
who didn’t want to give his 
full name. “If I was in his 
shoes, I don’t know what I’d 
do, but it’s a good message 
he’s trying to send.”

But a fellow cafe owner 
argued that Elenani should 
have alerted law-enforce-
ment offi cials, lest the ban-

Latte mercy!
Burgled cafe’s owner offers bandit clemency

Continued from page 1 

RIMS

Continued on page 6

PASTARIA

717 86st Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializing in homemade pasta 
& grandma-style pizza.

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram
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FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

MARKET & RESTAURANT OPEN 7 DAYS

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

3  $39F
O
R

1 1/4 LB. EACH

718-934-6300

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

MARKET PRICES AND MENU ONLINE 
WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

$1.99LB.

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE MUSSELS

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it the Mmmm-TA!

Two Brooklyn Heights 
cousins opened a break-
fast-taco stand inside Clark 
Street station on Tuesday, 
where they hope to tap 
into its steady stream of 2 
and 3 train straphangers 
by stopping them dead in 
their tracks with delicious 
smells each morning.

“You have a lot of foot 
traffi c from people going 
to work, there’s the college 
kids who live upstairs, and 
a lot of tourists use this 
stop to get to the Brooklyn 
Bridge,” said Tom Byrnes, 
a Heights resident who co-
owns the Jalapa Jar stand 
with his cousin Steve 
Smith. “If we can get peo-
ple to smell the bacon, then 
they’ll make their way 
down here.”

The pair fi rst started 
hawking their Austin-style 
delicacies under the Jalapa 

Jar name at foodie fl ea mar-
ket Smorgasburg a year 
ago, and the dish proved 
so popular they decided to 
take things full-time with a 
window at the subway stop, 
Byrnes said.

The tacos — usually 
fi lled with egg, cheese, and 
an array of meat and veggie 
offerings such as chorizo, 
mushrooms, avocado, and 
black beans — cost $4 for 
one or $7 for two, and offer 

a fresh but fi lling alterna-
tive to the staid morning 
staples of bagels and par-
faits, he said.

“A bagel can be heavy, 
and a big breakfast sand-
wich can be heavy,” said 
Byrnes. “You can come 
by and get an avocado and 
bean taco and it’s more fi ll-
ing than yogurt or cereal, 
and it’s light at the same 
time.”

Early eaters cheered 
the arrival as both a new 
breakfast option, and the 
only taco joint in the neigh-
borhood.

“There aren’t any tacos 
in the area so I’ll be back,” 
said Brooklyn Heights man 
Devon Costello. “It’s nice to 
have an easy, local place.” 

Jalapa Jar is inside the 
Clark Street station [Clark 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, www.jalapa-
jar.com]. Monday–Friday. 
7 am–7 pm.

ORDER UP: Co-owners Steve Smith and Tom Byrnes opened their 
breakfast taco stand Jalapa Jar’s storefront in Clark Street station 
on Tuesday.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Get on the fl avor train!
New breakfast taco stand opens inside Clark St. station

Beach babe
Sports Illustrated swimsuit model Hannah Jeter made an 
appearance to meet and greet with fans during the mag’s 
Summer of Swim Fan Festival in Coney Island on Aug. 28. 
 Photo by Jon Farina
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ics, spoken word, and 
song — follows a girl who 
dies and enters a fantasy 
world where she becomes 
Queen of the Birds. But 
she can only wear the 
crown if she leaves her 
heart behind. Clark said 
that show will take view-
ers on a roller coaster of 
emotions.

“It’s a beautiful dark 
fairy tale that will break 
your heart a little bit, 
but it’s going to make 
you fall in love again,” 
she said.

Clark began writing 
the show a few years 
ago with playwright 
Matthew Freeman, who 
penned the song lyrics. 
She dreamt up the story 
when thinking about the 
struggles of her grand-
parents — her grand-
mother is mentally 
sharp, but her body is 
letting her down, while 
her grandfather, who has 
Alzheimer’s, is in a con-
tinually blissful, gentle 
state. The stark differ-
ence in their conditions 
made Clark consider her 
own mortality. 

She also drew inspira-
tion from a trip to the Or-
acle of Delphi in Greece, 
where she was sur-

rounded by birds. The ex-
perience was a revelation 
for her story. 

“I was very drawn to 
Greek theater already 
and I realized that this 
would be the basis,” she 
said. “The structure of my 
play was going to be com-
ing out of ancient Greek 
tragedies and birds were 
going to be telling my 
story.”

The show features 
nine performers dressed 
in ornate avian cos-
tumes and puppets, 
which Clark said are the 
perfect blend of child-
like and mature. 

Clark hopes that the 
play will direct audi-
ence members away from 
their phones and the dis-
tractions of the bustling 
city. 

“I want people to wake 
up their imagination and 
get in touch with their in-
ner self again,” she said. 
“I feel like as a society 
we are so detached from 
our inner selves and so 
caught up in technol-
ogy and just moving fast 
that we forget to turn in-
ward.”

“Cloud Cuckooland” 
at House of Yes (2 Wyck-
off Ave. at Jefferson 
Avenue in Bushwick, 
www.houseofyes.org). 
Sept. 8–10 and 15–17 at 
7 pm. $20–$30.

Continued from page 1 
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BY ADAM ULLIAN
It’s setting a high bar for 
comedy!

The “School’s Out” 
comedy show at the High 
Dive bar in Park Slope 
started earlier this sum-
mer, hosted by Park Slope 
native Drew Dowdey and 
Jenn Welch. The hosts fi rst 
met on an OK Cupid date 
— and though they didn’t 
fi nd love, they did forge an 
artistic connection. The 
stand-up show happens in 
the back room of the High 
Dive, known for its gen-
erous tap selection and 
free popcorn, on the sec-
ond and fourth Thursday 
of every month. We chat-
ted with the pair about 
the challenge of hosting a 
show and the art of reeling 
in an audience.

Why did you 
decide to create a 
show?

Drew Dowdey: I’ve 
always wanted to have a 
show in my neighborhood 
because I live out here and 
Jenn lives out here — and I 
used to work here [at High 
Dive]. I was looking for a 
venue and the owner asked 
me if I wanted to run a show 
here. I called her up and 
said “I’m starting a show at 
High Dive” and she cut me 
off and said “First of all, 
you know I’m running it 

with you.” She didn’t even 
allow me the opportunity 
to ask her.

How did you fi nd 
your audience for 
the show?

DD: You kind of have 
to prostitute yourself in 
a certain way. Whenever 
I’m barking to people out 
[on the sidewalk], I feel 
like I’m a prostitute, be-
cause I’m trying to sell 
myself. “Free comedy 
show, free popcorn, starts 
in 15 minutes.” Most peo-

ple won’t even say any-
thing and that kind of 
hurts, but it’s part of the 
process.

Jenn Welch: I fi nd if I 
yell at men who are passing 
by they actually come into 
the show. They respond 
to that for some reason — 
having a tiny bespectacled 
woman yell at them to come 
watch comedy.

What do you say?
JW: What the f--- else 

are you going to be doing 
tonight?

DD: She gets way more 
aggressive than I do. I just 
smile and most people 
think I’m security.

JW: What we’re fi nd-
ing here is I do a lot of bul-
lying. I bullied my way 
onto the show as a host 
and now I bully people to 
watch it.

Has there been 
anyone you 
regret convincing 
to come to the 
show?

DD: There was this guy 
who was holding a pizza 
box and he was with his 
wife and Jenn was doing 
her usual bullying. It turns 
out that he used to do com-
edy or he was interested in 
doing it. He wanted to come 
see the show, but he didn’t 
want to come see it with 
her, so he said he didn’t 
like watching comedy 
with pizza. Basically he 
went home, ate the pizza, 
dropped his wife off, then 
came back and heckled us 
the whole show. After the 
show he started asking us 
for advice on how to get 
into comedy.

“School’s Out” at High 
Dive [243 Fifth Ave. be-
tween Carroll and Garfi eld 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
788–0401, www.highdive-
brooklyn.com]. Next show 
Sept. 8 at 8 pm. Free.

THE SHOW IS POPPIN’: Drew Dowdey and Jenn Welch host the 
“School’s Out” comedy show at the High Dive bar in Park Slope, 
where the show is free and so is the popcorn. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

FIRE FLY: Cassandra Rosebeetle portrays the Phoenix in “Cloud 
Cuckooland,” an aerial spectacle inspired by Greek myths. 
 Michael Blase

‘School’s Out’ comedy show at Slope bar is in session
GET SCHOOLED

dit strike again.
“He shouldn’t do this, 

he should call the police,” 
said George Dokmaji, the 

owner of Sally’s Coffee 
Shop nearby. “If someone 
stole food to feed them-
selves or their family, okay 
forgive that, but not in this 
situation where someone is 
hurting your business.”

Elenani, who practices 

Islam, said his religion was 
a big motivator for the ban-
ner, which includes two 
quotes from the prophet 
Muhammad, he said.

“As a Muslim, that’s 
what I was taught — to for-
give,” he said. “It’s a normal 

reaction. I don’t understand 
why some people would 
think otherwise.”

A drunk patron from a 
local bar already tore the 
banner down once, and Ele-
nani plans to keep it up un-
til it disappears, he said.

CAFE
Continued from page 4
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 

400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 

neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-

tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 

estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 

operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 

are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 

the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 

saving thousands of Americans suffering from 

chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 

pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 

notice an unexpected result of space travel: 

Astronauts that left with back pain would come 

back without it. After investigated this now 

phenomenon here’s what they found: During 

the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 

decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 

travel through space, the effects of gravity are 

removed and you are in a weightless state. All 

the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 

Even better — and this is the key — a negative 

pressure is created. This negative pressure 

actually sucks the herniated material back into 

the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 

a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-

umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 

herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-

ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 

and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 

FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 

an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 

Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 

York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They’re hoping to ignite 
teachers’ passion for robot-
ics.

Husband-and-wife tech 
duo Sunset Spark schooled 
Brooklyn teachers over the 
summer on coding and ro-
bots in workshops that aimed 
to help teachers reprogram 
their lesson plans to empha-
size technology this school 
year. The couple hosted 
the workshop to demystify 
droids and help educators 
integrate tech into the class-
room or start robotics clubs 
at their respective schools, a 
founder said.

“One of the big problems 
with robotics is that teach-

ers are afraid to do it,” said 
Gaelen Hadlett, a Sunset 
Park software engineer 
who started Sunset Spark 
with wife Yadira  to provide 
engineering and science 
classes to local kids . “Our 
workshops get them com-
fortable designing on their 
own and shows them ways 
to design their own activi-
ties instead of using pre-
made lessons.”

Sunset Spark hosted the 
workshops on the distant isle 
Manhattan for three days 
in July and worked with 20 
teachers, most of whom were 
from Brooklyn, to master the 
gadgetry.

Instructors explored 

Sunset Spark’s recipe book 
of robot designs and brain-
stormed ways to adapt it for 
their classrooms. One built 
a robotic printing press to 
demonstrate print-making 
to her students. Another 
constructed a caterpillar-
like robot to make learning 
about the insect come to life.

Using smart technology 
to help kids learn is a no-
brainer, one educator said.

“I’m defi nitely going to 
incorporate this into the 
curriculum,” said Berna-
dette Verdemare, a fourth-
grade teacher at PS 131 in 
Sunset Park. “I already 
thought having the kids 
code robots to collect or 

crush trash would be great 
for a unit on recycling, but 
we also want to see where 
we can take this through-
out the year, more after-
school programs, a once-a-
month club, there’s a lot of 
places we can take this.” 

The automatons can go 
far beyond introducing sci-
ence and math concepts to 
students — they can help pu-
pils hone skills such as criti-
cal thinking and literacy, an-

other guru said.
“The effects this has 

on other areas of learning 
is amazing,” said Karen 
Bracken, a kindergarten 
teacher at PS 24. “I think it 
has so much potential to help 
our kids think sequentially, 
and I think it helps them 
plan, to be patient, to think 
analytically, it just goes on.”

Once school kicks off, 
Sunset Spark will send out 
monthly e-mails to teachers 

with new robot designs to in-
spire them, gadgetry-related 
reading materials, and ques-
tionnaires to get students’ 
creative currents fl owing. It’s 
content teachers are looking 
forward to, said Verdemare.

“When I fi rst walked into 
that workshop I was extremely 
intimated, but by the end of it I 
was impressed with myself,” 
she said. “Now I’m really ex-
cited to bring this to my stu-
dents when the year starts.

‘A’ is for 
‘Automaton’

LESSON PLAN: Sunset Parkers Gaelen and Yadira Hadlett run Sunset Spark. Photo by Angel Zayas

Group brings robots and tech to classroom



S
EPT. 4, 2016, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

9

P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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bers of the grocery store’s 
so-called “Boycott, Di-
vestment, and Sanctions” 
movement were condemn-
ing Soda Stream for its fac-
tory in the West Bank — the 
culmination of an eight-
year battle between mem-
bers over banishing Israeli 
products from shelves to 
protest the country’s occu-
pation of Palestine.

In a letter included with 
the make-your-own pop ma-
chines, Soda Stream did 
not explicitly mention that 
they were rewards for rush-
ing the stage to unplug the 
projector the pro-boycotters 
were using to convey their 
message, instead writing 
that they are for “sharing 
information with the Park 
Slope Food Co-op about the 
fair and transparent way 
we operate and about our 
commitment to creating 
broad opportunity.”

But it is clear to the rabble 
rousers that their unsanc-
tioned offensive was at the 
heart of the company’s gift.

“It’s just a thank-you for 
standing up for them, which 
we did,” said Ettlinger.

The machine allows the 
spurned shoppers to con-
vert regular tap water into 
fl avored soda, and they 
think the gizmo is pretty 
neat.

“I love seltzer water,” 
said Andreolli. “In the co-
op, I was buying organic so-
das, and it was expensive. 
Sometimes I make the selt-
zer and get so excited.”

The exiles would rather 
see themselves welcomed 
back to the co-op, ending 
their banishment to such 
loathsome markets as Key 
Foods and C-Town, but 
their new home kitchen ap-

pliances are nonetheless a 
welcome consolation prize 
as they serve out the re-
mainder of their suspen-
sion, said Ettlinger.

“We haven’t had an ef-
fect on the co-op yet — 
that’s like hitting your 
head against a brick wall 
—  but it vindicates us as 
far as that we did some-
thing right,” he said. “We 
were protesting b------- and 
hatred, which any moral 
human being would do.”

Neither the co-op, nor its 
Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions group, returned 
requests for comment.

THEY’RE IN FIZ-NESS: From left, Sharon Eagle, Alan Ettlinger, 
Rhudi Andreoli, and Millie Tuttner all received free seltzer ma-
chines from the Soda Stream company after going ballistic on a 
projector being used to defame the business at a Park Slope Food 
Co-op meeting. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 1 

SELTZER

ing on the piles of dirt 
they dug,” said Marine 
Parker Robert Loben-
stein. “Every time it 
rains, it f loods so all the 
traffic comes to a halt. 
Everything seems to have 
come to a grand stop and 
it’s not fair to the driv-
ers because every time it 
rains, the world comes to 
a stop over there.”

The construction is 
part of a $365-million fed-
eral- and city-funded proj-
ect to rebuild the seven 

bridges linking Brooklyn 
to Kennedy Airport that 
began in 2009. The city 
had to revise its sched-
ules after the New York 
State Design Standards 
changed bridge designs, 
according to information 
from the Department of 
Transportation. 

Now, the city is giving 
itself a little more time to 
get things done.

Work on the new Mill 
Basin Drawbridge was 
supposed to begin in 
2013 and finish in four 
years by 2017, but con-
struction did not start 
until 2015 and is now ex-

pected to wrap six years 
later in 2021. It will tear 
down the old one, which 
was erected in 1940, some 
time in 2018.

Workers are more than 
halfway done putting up 
the new Gerritsen Inlet 
Bridge, whose construc-
tion began in February 
2013 and is expected to fi n-
ish in September of next 
year, said a spokeswoman.

Anyone can check 
the construction prog-
ress via the Department 
of Transportation’s Belt 
Parkway Facebook page: 
 www.facebook.com/belt-
parkway. 

BRIDGES
Continued from page 1

dors fi ghting for literal 
scraps, and some will in-
evitably lose out. 

A Department of Sanita-
tion rep claimed the agency 
can’t speculate on whether 
jobs will disappear because 
it hasn’t fi gured out ex-
actly how its new scheme 

will work, but nevertheless 
said  a study it funded  found 
the free-market system can 
never be as eco-friendly as 
its big-government solu-
tion.

“Even factoring in the 
many customer service 
preferences that make 
routes less effi cient … the 
reduction in truck miles 
travelled and overlap are 
reduced in a zone system 

far beyond what could be 
done in the current sys-
tem,” said spokeswoman 
Belinda Mager.  

The city will now 
spend two years working 
out the particulars and 
convincing Council mem-
bers to vote for it, though 
it doesn’t plan on imple-
menting the changes for 
another six years, accord-
ing to Mager.

WASTE
Continued from page 3

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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Located Right Next to Our 
Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Scan To Join Our Mailing List for
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com


