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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
This fest is sending a con-
crete message.

A brand-new comedy 
festival will fl ood the bars, 
clubs, and streets of Wil-
liamsburg with a delib-
erately diverse lineup of 
comedians starting Sept. 
15–18. The Cinder Block 

Comedy Festival  famously 
charged straight white 
male comedians $25 to ap-
ply , and everyone else $19.25 
— 77 percent. The nod to 
the wage gap between men 
and women was a joke that 
successfully attracted a 
more diverse crowd, said 
one organizer. 

“It was a tongue-in-
cheek message letting mi-
norities know they were 
welcome — and of course it 
worked. Comics pick up on 
jokes that way,” said orga-
nizer Coree Spencer. “You 
always hear bookers say 
there’s no women out there 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This speed hump is screwing 
taxpayers.

The Department of Trans-
portation needs to stop wast-
ing money, Midwood residents 
are charging after the agency 
built a traffic-calming mass 
of asphalt on Bedford Avenue 
and then tore it up days later, 
because it apparently forgot 
it had planned to repave the 
entire street. The city ought 
to slow its roll and be more 
careful not to squander public 
funds, one local said.

“I thought it was ridicu-
lous and a waste of taxpayer 
money,” said Shmulie Ben-Zvi, 
who lives in the neighborhood. 
“It’s a waste of time, money, 
and manpower. They put it in 
just to rip it up.”

City workers built the hump 
between Avenue P and Quen-
tin Road to slow cars outside 
James Madison High School on 
Aug. 23 — but by Aug. 26 they 
had torn it up along with the 
rest of the avenue for scheduled 
repaving, an agency spokes-
woman said.

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re in the money — 
and out of the nursing 
home.

The owner of belea-
guered Park Slope old 
folks’ home Prospect Park 
Residence has finally 
coughed up  the $3.35 mil-
lion that he agreed to 

pay his golden-aged ten-
ants  in exchange for them 
packing up and leaving so 
he can sell the building 
—  six weeks after it was 
due . 

But it is better late 
than never for the no-
nagenarians, who have 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 6Continued on page 8

Knocking out 
stereotypes

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
She’s not pulling her punches! 

A Flatbush woman will take 
on the global struggle of black 
men in a new dance piece set 
inside a boxing ring. The cre-
ator of “Portrait of Myself as 
My Father,” opening at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
on Sept. 14, said that she cre-
ated the dance piece to help 
her to understand the father 
she barely knew.

“I am drawing a self-por-
trait of myself embodying my 
father by really trying to put 
on my father’s shoes, to be in 
my father’s body, to become a 
man, and become masculine,” 
said dancer and choreographer 
Nora Chipaumire. “I carry my 
father whether I knew him or 
not.”

Chipaumire, now 51, said 
that she is of an age when she 
longs to understand her par-
ents, who divorced when she 

Continued on page 6

MY THREE DADS: Dancers Shamar Watt, Nora Chipaumire, and Pape Ibrahima Ndiaye will represent different aspects of 
Chipaumire’s father when they step into the ring in “Portrait of Myself as My Father,” opening at BAM on Sept. 14. 
 Gennadi Novash

AND ALL THAT JAZZ: Ca-
mille Harris will play the Cin-
der Block Comedy Festival in 
Williamsburg, Sept. 15-18.

FIGHT DANCECity hump 
hits bump 

in road

Fest boasts diverse line-upHome cashing out
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PASTARIA

717 86st Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializing in homemade pasta 
& grandma-style pizza.

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Thousands of feather-clad fun-
lovers fl ocked to Eastern Park-
way to celebrate their Caribbean 
heritage at the West Indian Amer-
ican Day Parade on Sept. 4.

The carnival celebrations 
in Crown Heights and Prospect 
Heights got off to a tragic start 
when  attackers gunned down two 
people and injured two others  at 
the pre-dawn J’ouvert party, but 
attendees of the day-time fete say 
it was fun for the whole family.

“I enjoyed watching my 
daughter,” said Flatbush dad Pat-
rick Desir, who attended the pa-
rade with his 8-month-old daugh-
ter and wife. “She was dancing, 
laughing, bouncing up and down, 
and people were waving at her.”

Desir, who is of Haitian de-
scent, said he and his family 
mostly spent their time waving at 
the colorful cavalcade of dancers 
and fl oats blasting music to the 
more-than-a-million onlookers, 
and sampled the different Island 
foods on offer. 

For others, it was a chance to 
catch up with pals and support lo-

cal businesses.
“I like the fact that it was an 

opportunity to see musicians, 
see old friends, and make new 
friends,” said DJ Yard-Z, who 
spun reggae and soca tunes for 
the crowds near Franklin Av-
enue. “It was very much a good 
party and a good opportunity for 
vendors to sell merchandise.”

The event started as a mod-
est procession in Harlem in 1964, 
then moved to Crown Heights in 
1969, where it has grown to be-
come the largest parade in the 
whole city. 

‘LABOR’ OF LOVE
CARNIVAL COLORS: Revelers pack Eastern Parkway with fl ags and feathered outfi ts. Photo by Paul Martinka

Thousands celebrate Caribbean heritage at parade 

BY RUTH BROWN
Attackers shot four people, kill-
ing two, on Monday during the 
early-morning J’ouvert parade 
that precedes the West Indian 
American Day Carnival — de-
spite a heavy police presence 
that Mayor DeBlasio had prom-
ised would ensure the event was 
“safer than ever.” 

Gunshots fi rst rang out 
during the annual procession 
from Grand Army Plaza down 
to Prospect-Lefferts Gardens 
around 3:45 am at Empire Bou-
levard near Flatbush Avenue 
in Crown Heights, when a gun-
man killed 17-year-old Flatbush 
resident Tyreke Borel, and also 
hit 73-year-old Margaret Peters 
in the left arm, police said. 

It is likely one or both were 
innocent bystanders who got 
caught in crossfi re, cops said.

Then at 4:14, a man shot 
22-year-old East New Yorker 
Tiarah Poyau in the face just 
a block away at Empire Boule-
vard and Washington Avenue, 
and she later died in the hospi-
tal. Police arrested a 20-year-old 
suspect on Tuesday and charged 
him with the murder.

And a gunman also shot a 
20-year-old man in the right leg 
near the corner of Clarkson and 
Rogers avenues in Prospect-Lef-
ferts Gardens — fi ve blocks from 
the offi cial parade route — at 6:45 
am, after two groups got into a 
verbal spat and someone pulled 
out a 9-millimeter fi rearm, ac-
cording to police. He’s in a stable 
condition in the hospital.

J’ouvert — which means 
“daybreak” in French — typi-
cally attracts around 250,000 
revelers from the city’s Carib-
bean communities, most of 
whom enjoy a peaceful time 
dancing to steel pan bands, 
throwing baby powder around, 

and parading through streets 
near Prospect Park.

But the Police Department 
beefed up its presence at this 
year’s celebration after a shooter 
killed an aide to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo near the festivities last 
year — although organizers and 
other local leaders maintain that 
he was caught up in a melee be-
tween two gangs that had noth-
ing to do with the parade itself. 

Authorities doubled the 
number of offi cers on the streets 
from last year’s 1,700 to 3,400, 
installed 45 new cameras and 
stationed 250 fl oodlights along 
the route, and issued organiz-
ers with the event’s fi rst offi cial 
permit in its 22-year history. 

The fi rst shooting took place 
near six light towers and 48 cops, 
a police honcho said after the pa-
rade, but acknowledged it wasn’t 
ultimately effective in stopping 
or catching the killer in the 
midst of a large crowd.

Now local pols and residents 
are at loggerheads over what to 
do next year. Assemblyman Wal-
ter Mosley (D–Crown Heights), 
the New York Times editorial 
board, and NY1 anchor Errol 
Louis are calling for the city to 
“cancel” the event. But others 
— including Borough President 
Adams, Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Prospect Heights), 
and Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–Flatbush) — say crack-
ing down one day out of the year 
will never curb what is really a 
broader problem of gun violence 
in the area, and shootings will 
occur either way.

“The problem is not the cele-
bration,” Williams said on Twit-
ter. “Let’s deal with the system-
atic violence that plagues our 
communities.”

Besides, they argued in an 

Two shot dead 
during J’ouvert

CRIME SCENE: Police investigate the aftermath of a deadly shooting follow-
ing the J’ouvert parade. Associated Press / Craig Ruttle

A FAMILY THAT PARADES TOGETH-
ER: The Desirs of Flatbush made it a 
family affair. Photo by Paul Martinka

SUNNY DAY: A reveler at the West In-
dian American Day Parade on Sept. 4 
shows off her costume.  
 Photo by Paul Martinka Continued on page 10
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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18 Month CD

www.brfcu.org 
718-680-2121

 718-934-6809

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings. 

Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY
is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn 
Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

BY LAURA AMATO
These Wolves are out for 
blood.

The Grand Street Cam-
pus football community is 
demanding the Williams-
burg school remove its 
principal after the admin-
istration  suspended contro-
versial head football coach 
Bruce Eugene  on Aug. 31.

Players, parents, and 
coaches rallied on Sept. 2 
on the steps of the Depart-
ment of Education’s Man-
hattan offi ce in support of 
Eugene, who  led the team 
to the program’s fi rst Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League 
championship  last year. 
The group is still wait-
ing on answers regarding 
the suspension and called 
on city offi cials to remove 
school head Dr. William 
Jusino from his position, 
claiming he not only has 
it out for Eugene, but also 
took money raised for the 
football program. 

“This is not a normal 
situation,” said assistant 
coach Christopher Legree, 
who was also suspended. 
“This principal uses in-
vestigations and Depart-
ment of Education rules to 
obscure what’s really go-
ing on in that school. He 
described this coach as a 
rogue coach. The reality 
is, he’s been acting like a 
rogue principal.”

The Grand Street Foot-
ball Parent Coalition of 
Student Athletes released 
a statement last Thursday 
night, alleging that Jusino 
“misappropriated $30,000 of 
New York City Department 
of Education school funds, 
along with monies turned 
over to the school.”

Eugene is not sure why 
he’s been suspended — 
he’s tried to speak with 
Jusino, but has hit a brick 
wall. And he’s not even 
sure when his hearing 
will occur.

“I don’t see why I was 
suspended, but whoever Dr. 
Jusino has been talking to, 
his legal department and ev-
eryone else, they must have 
told him to go ahead and sus-
pend me.”

The Wolves held a scrim-
mage on Thursday and Eu-
gene, who was sitting in 
the stands, said his team 
“looked like crap” — un-
focused without the coach 
on the sidelines. And play-
ers won’t compete in their 
week-one opener against 
Erasmus Hall without Eu-
gene, many said.

“It was just an uncom-
fortable feeling being out 
there without them,” said 
senior lineman and Bos-
ton College commit Joseph 
Jimenez. “The coaching 
staff, too, they don’t feel 
comfortable without their 

head coach. So it’s kind of 
like, why play?”

Eugene plans to talk 
to his players about the 
decision, unhappy with 
the thought that they 
wouldn’t compete, but he 
understands their feeling, 
he said.

“When the captain of 
the ship, something hap-
pens to him, you don’t 
want to sail anymore,” 
he said. “I’ll sit down and 
talk with them and try to 
get them to get out there 
and realize, that, no mat-
ter what happens to me 
they’ve got to get out there 
and perform.”

Grand Street parents 
were scheduled to meet with 
the school’s administration 
last Friday, but school hon-
chos cancelled the meeting. 
That was the fi nal straw for 
the group.

“This program can’t be 
shut down, and the kids, they 
love Bruce,” said Shakeba 
James, who has three sons 
in the program. “Bruce is 
like a father fi gure. A lot of 
our kids come from single-
parent homes, and so the 
Grand Street coaches are the 
only male role models they 
have.”

Eugene brought his 
team in for one fi nal hud-
dle after the rally, raising 
their hands together and 

Grand Street football 
wants principal fi red 

TIMEOUT: Boisterous Wolves head football coach Bruce Eugene, center, was suspended without pay 
last Wednesday. File photo by Robert Cole

Continued on page 8
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HISTORIC BROOKLYN  
BOROUGH HALL

BOROUGH HALL PLAZA 
AND COLUMBUS PARK 

JORALEMON AND COURT STREETS

FESTIVAL DAY AUTHORS 
SEPTEMBER 12–18, 2016

M.T. Anderson
Margaret Atwood

Kyle Baker
Russell Banks

Alexandra Bracken
Libba Bray

Chester Brown
Joseph Bruchac

Tina Chang
Alexander Chee
Molly Crabapple

Maylis De Kerangal
Nicole Dennis-Benn

Andre Dubus III
Geoff Dyer

Angela Flournoy
Gayle Forman
Helen Garner

Masha Gessen 

Phoebe Gloeckner
Tessa Hadley
Pete Hamill

Faith Erin Hicks
AM Homes
Pico Iyer

Margo Jefferson
NK Jemisin

T. Geronimo Johnson
Sayed Kashua
Ben Katchor

Yusef Komunyakaa
Brett Fletcher Lauer

Marjorie Liu
Alex Mar

Ralph Nader
Joyce Carol Oates
George O�Connor
Daniel Jose Older

Darryl Pinckney
Jerry Pinto

Helen Rosner
Salman Rushdie

Esmeralda Santiago
Bruce Schneier

A.O. Scott
Karin Slaughter
Rob Spillman
Emma Straub
Peter Straub

Catherynne Valenti
Ocean Vuong

Jacqueline Woodson
Ed Yong

Monica Youn
Cecily von Ziegesar

and many more!

FESTIVAL DAY
SEPTEMBER 18 

Downtown Brooklyn
The Brooklyn Book 

Festival is the largest free 
literary event in NYC. The 

festival presents nearly 
300 award-winning and 
emerging, national and 

international authors who 
participate in readings, 

conversations, and panel 
discussions. Experience 
the outdoor Literary Mar-
ketplace with more than 
180 local and national 

presses, bookstores, and 
publishers. The Festival 
is conveniently located in 

Downtown Brooklyn.

SEPTEMBER 12- 18, 2016 

ALL FESTIVAL EVENTS FREE
SOME BOOKEND EVENTS CHARGE ADMISSION

BROOKLYNBOOKFESTIVAL.ORG

CHILDREN’S DAY 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016
MetroTech Commons

BOOKEND EVENTS 
SEPTEMBER 12 – 18

Citywide

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The Prince’s fate is in 
the hands of the court.

A judge will decide 
this month whether the 
city may auction off the 
infamous Prince Hotel. 
Mayor DeBlasio prom-
ised swift action against 
the  long-maligned fl op-
house  during a February 
town hall, but the inn re-
mains open while the city 

builds a pre-kindergar-
ten a few doors down — 
a prospect that frightens 
local parents, one said.

“It’s insane to me that 
this school could be up 
and running before the 
hotel is shut down, that 
it’s even a possibility,” 
said Melanie Roselli, who 
recently moved to the 
area with her 1-year-old 
daughter. “No way would 

I enroll my kid there.”
Neighbors say the hotel 

attracts drugs, prostitu-
tion, and fi ghts, and Fried 
owes the city more than 
$400,000 in fi nes for un-
safe building conditions.

DeBlasio assembled a 
task force to investigate 
the hotel after  outraged 
Ridgites ripped into his 
plan to build the pre-kin-

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They’re calling it a bad Samaritan.

Residents of a Sunset Park homeless 
shelter claim operator Samaritan Vil-
lage has not been making good on prom-
ises to help them find employment or 
permanent homes. Reps from the com-
pany — which runs the controversial, 
150-bed shelter in a former hotel on 49th 
Street between Second and Third ave-
nues — say they conduct weekly work-
shops to help people living there get out 
of poverty, but several residents say Sa-
maritan Village has a poor track record 
of providing the services.

“No one ever told me about work-
shops or anything at all like that,” said 
Daniel, who didn’t want to share his full 
name for fear of reprisal. “In the three 
months I’ve been here, I’ve never seen 
workshops for housing or anything at 
all like that.”

Workers meet individually with shel-
ter inhabitants weekly to help them find 
housing — and they also hold weekly 
workshops to teach groups of residents 
how to apply for low-income housing and 

to assist residents with job-hunting, a 
Samaritan Village spokeswoman said.

Six residents interviewed confirmed 
there are housing and employment spe-
cialists on site, but say they do not hold 
regular meetings and Samaritan Vil-
lage did not avail them of the regular 
workshops.

“Where? Where are these workshops. 

Shelter exposed

FRUSTRATED: Resident Daniel, who did not want 
his face or last name printed fearing reprisal, 
said the shelter on 49th Street is not helping him 
turn his life around.  CNG / Caroline Spivack

DETHRONED: A judge will decide whether to press on with the auction of the Prince Hotel this 
month. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Judge ruling on Prince Hotel

Residents: Sunset Park homeless facility is 
not helping us fi nd work or housing

Continued on page 10Continued on page 9
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applying to festivals. You 
have to wonder why that is 
and fi nd ways to welcome 
different voices.”

The funny festival got 
hundreds of submissions 
— 64 percent from women, 
said Spencer, and settled 
on more than 100 perform-
ers for its four-day run, 
with white dudes a distinct 
minority. The festival’s 
message of diversity was a 
breath of fresh air, said one 
of the chosen comics.

“It really is true that all 

the line-ups [at other festi-
vals] tend to be the same 
people. So I think a festival 
focused on creating diver-
sity in comedy is impor-
tant,” said Camille Har-
ris, a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
comic and musician who 
will perform at three ven-
ues during the fest.

The self-proclaimed 
“silly jazz singer and pia-
nist” fuses bubbly lyrics and 
jazzy rhythms in songs like 
“Kindergarten is for Com-
munists” and “Spock Is Hott 
(A Vulcan Love Song).” She 
also does stand-up, hitting 
topics such as science-fi c-
tion, word play, and music. 

But singing funny songs is 
an entirely different animal 
from performing a mono-
logue, she said.

“Stand-up can be like an 
unknown beast — you’re 
not guaranteed a laugh the 
way you usually are with 
songs,” she said. “It defi -
nitely turns the room.” 

Harris favors joyful 
tunes on kooky subjects, 
sometimes inspired by her 
life in Brooklyn. Her song 
“Baby on the Subway” 
chronicles the brief but in-
tense bond that transit rid-
ers can form with cute ba-
bies, and she is currently 
working on a tune devoted 

to the feathered scourge of 
Brooklyn sidewalks.

“I’ve developed an ex-
treme hatred for pigeons. I 
think that’d make a great 
song,” she said. 

Cinder Block Comedy 
Festival, Sept. 15–18 at var-
ious times and locations in 
Williamsburg (www.cin-
derblockcomedyfestival.
com). $15 (one-day pass $30, 
four-day pass $111). Camille 
Harris at the Champagne 
Toast Variety Show at 
Muchmore’s (2 Havemeyer 
St. at N. Ninth Street in 
Williamsburg, www.much-
moresnyc.com). Sept. 15 at 
9 pm.

was young (her previ-
ous work “Miriam” ex-
plored her mother’s 
life). 

“It was very unusual 
in that generation — to 
grow up in Zimbabwe 
without a father,” said 
Chipaumire. “I’ve been 
searching to discover 
who this man was, and 
what is it about the black 
male that intrigues.”

During the 75-minute 
show, Chipaumire and 
two other performers 
will enter a makeshift 
boxing ring and use a 
combination of contem-
porary Western dance 
moves and popular West 
African dances — such 
as the percussive coupé 
décalé — to demonstrate 
how black men navigate 
a world that stereotypes 
them as lazy or as hyper-
sexual. To embody her 
father, Chipaumire will 
don a set of football pads 
— the most masculine 
clothing she could imag-
ine — and a set of gris-
gris, African good luck 
charms. 

Chipaumire chose 
a boxing ring because 
the sport has been 

popular among black 
men who want to show 
off their strength. 
The ring also recalls 
Roman gladiatorial 
fights, she said.

“A boxing ring is a 
more cleaned up ver-
sion of that arena,” she 
said. “Historically, it has 
also always been for the 
working poor and a sport 
where African-American 
men could prove them-
selves.”

The boxing ring set-
ting will also help en-
gage the audience and 
get them to invest in the 
characters on stage, said 
Chipaumire — one of 
whom will take on the 
role of the ringmaster.

“As spectators we 
love the pain and sexi-
ness of boxing — the 
men duking it out and 
the girls in hot pants,” 
she said. “The audi-
ence will take a side — 
it becomes clear when 
certain people are lik-
ing certain things and 
they’ll start rooting.”

“Portrait of Myself as 
My Father” at BAM Fish-
man Space [321 Ashland 
Pl. between Lafayette Av-
enue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org]. Sept. 
14–17 at 7:30 pm. $25. 

Continued from page 1 

FATHER

Continued from page 1 

FESTIVAL

BY LAUREN GILL
It will be a Sunny night! 

During the run-up to 
the Brooklyn Book Fes-
tival on Sept. 18, the bor-
ough is lighting up with 
literary events — and the 
most Brooklyn-tastic of 
them will happen Sept. 13 
at Franklin Park, with a 
reading from fi nalists for 
the Brooklyn Eagles Liter-
ary Prize, which rewards 
the  “most Brooklyn”  book 
published in the last year. 
Six nominees will vie for 
the prize, which is spon-
sored by the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library, but the clearest 
Kings County connection 
belongs to “Sunny’s Nights: 
Lost and Found at a Bar 
on the Edge of the World,” 
about the late owner of 
Brooklyn’s most famous 
watering hole — Sunny’s 
Bar in Red Hook. The au-
thor hopes his book will 
help fi ll in any blanks about 
the legendary barkeep’s sto-
ried life. 

“He was a very widely 
known man, but in some 

ways he was little known,” 
said Tim Sultan, a Park 
Slope resident who was 
friends with Sunny Balzano 
for 20 years. “I know that 
there were many people 
who have their fragmented 
memories of Sunny, and in 

many ways this book fi lls 
in what people didn’t know 
about him.” 

Sultan — who worked 
as a bartender at the Con-
over Street bar for 15 years 
— but describes himself as 
“more of a bottle opener” 

— spent eight years putting 
together the book, which is 
part memoir, part biogra-
phy.

He based it on hundreds 
of hours of conversation 
with the eccentric Balzano, 
who told and retold stories 
from his 81-year life, often 
changing the details with 
each recollection, said Sul-
tan. 

“He was a very unusual 
man and by no means a 
traditional interview sub-
ject,” he said. “He was just 
as good at mis-remember-
ing as he was at remember-
ing.” 

Balzano died just two 
weeks after the book was 
released, but Sultan said 
his friend did not read it, 
and would not have done 
so — he was dyslexic and 
not much of a reader. But 
Sunny backed the book all 
the way, said Sultan. 

“He wanted me to write 
the book — he knew that 
this would be a very per-
sonal account of our friend-

A LIGHT IN THE NIGHT: Author Tim Sultan will read excerpts from 
his book, “Sunny’s Nights,” along with Sunny Balzano’s close friend 
Robert Francis Cole, at Franklin Park on Sept. 13.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

HIM AGAINST THE WORLD: Nora Chipaumire will embody her 
father while wearing football shoulder pads. Gennadi Novash

Book fest author celebrates 
bartender Sunny Balzano

Continued on page 9
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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spent more than a month 
on tenterhooks wonder-
ing whether they’ll ever 
have enough money to 
seek out a new home ca-
pable of caring for them 
in their twilight years, 
according to a long-time 
friend of one oldster. 

“It’s definitely a big 
relief,” said Nancy Rich-
ardson, a pal of resident 
Annemarie Mogil, who 
is turning 94 this month. 
“We got worried that he 
would never make the 
payment.”

Landlord Haysha De-
istch agreed to the hand-
some sum in June in or-
der to end a years-long 
lawsuit over his attempts 
to boot the oldsters out 
of his tony Grand Army 
Plaza property — but he 
didn’t cough up the cash 
by his July 15 deadline, 
screwing residents who 
had already put down de-
posits on new places to 
live, according to Rich-
ardson.

Deitsch has been try-

ing to empty the nine-
story, 134-unit building 
and  sell it to investment 
firm Sugar Hill Capi-
tal Partners for $84 mil-
lion since 2014 , but the 
transaction stalled after 
a handful of his residents 
 refused to leave and sued 
to stay instead  — kick-
ing off a long and ugly 
court battle that became 
mired in sideshow litiga-
tion over accusations that 
he was trying to force 
the holdouts to leave by 
 serving them moldy food , 
 jacking up their rent , and 
 cutting central air condi-
tioning in summer .

The property mogul 
blamed Sugar Hill for 
the missed payment, say-
ing he was strapped for 
cash and intended to use 
a $7-million deposit it had 
put down on the building 
to fund the settlement, 
but the investment firm 
forbade him from dipping 
into the fund, his lawyer 
Joel Drucker said at the 
time.

Sugar Hill’s honchos 
 in turn accused Deitsch  
of crying poverty to se-
cretly spend their moolah 

behind their backs. 
Drucker declined to 

say how his client eventu-
ally scraped together the 
dough.

The $3.35 million will 
still not go straight to the 
seniors — it’s in an es-
crow account managed by 
Drucker, and they’ll get 
it if and when they leave 
the building by their own 
Oct. 10 deadline.

But even then, the 
government will take its 
share of the lump sum 
payment that’s supposed 
to see the seniors well-
cared for in the future, ac-
cording to Richardson.

“It’s a huge big lump 
sum,” she said, “so that 
means there’s a big tax 
bite.”

Paying the settlement 
effectively paves the way 
for the building’s sale 
to Sugar Hill, but Dei-
tsch may want to settle 
up some other lawsuits 
first. 

There are still  $10 mil-
lion worth of liens on the 
property tied to a series of 
wrongful death suits  the 
families of late residents 
filed against him.

When you’ve got 90 years of experi-
ence, you know how to throw awesome 
parties.

Their grandparents may have started 
Sirico’s Catering, but two cousins, Her-
cules and Jim Sirico, are the ones that 
keep these parties going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to be 
done? Your life just got easier because 
everything you need is coordinated by 
Sirico’s in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get married here? 
Say the word, and the planner will say, 
“I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be good. 
With customized menus for every taste 
and budget, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate room for 
the cocktail hour, then make their way 
to another for dinner and dancing. Of 
course, there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, hip, 
gets the party started, and keeps it mov-
ing all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will be 
treasured for a lifetime, so Sirico’s works 
with proven photographers and videog-
raphers who make sure special moments 
are captured. The beautiful gardens and 
active fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the mood 
and atmosphere, so color-coordinate 
your event with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding colors. 
Or, reach for the stars with specialized 
effects that include an image of a bright 

blue sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because Sirico’s 
party planner has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts in the 
Entourage Room where the guest of 
honor can wait with friends before the 
introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the place 
where teens enjoy drinks that include 
virgin pina coladas, strawberry daiqui-
ris, and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun food, 
customize designed to taste. Among the 
offerings: taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, there’s an 
ice cream sundae bar, candy tables, and 
Sirico’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-house de-
signs and decorations, tailored to teens. 
Balloon center pieces are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls for 
unique needs, and Sirico’s accommo-
dates them all. 

Whether it’s an anniversary, retire-
ment, Communion, Confirmation, cor-
porate event, or other special occasion, 
Sirico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can ac-
commodate up to 100, 200, and 300 people. 
Valet parking and a parking lot make it 
convenient for all guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.be-

tween 80th and 81st streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 
Open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 
1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

Transportation de-
partment officials ig-
nored repeated questions 
on how much the dumped 
hump cost taxpayers and 
would not say what led to 
the confusion, but the lo-
cal councilman said the 
agency got mixed up in-
ternally.

“There was a mis-
communication within 
the DOT bureaucracy,” 
said Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay).

Another local won-
dered if the hump fest 
was a gift from the De-
partment of Transporta-
tion to a favored contrac-
tor.

“Waste of money, and 

inefficiency. Corruption 
maybe?” said Boris Gan-
elin.

Ben-Zvi claims he saw 
as many as four speed 
humps go in  on the block 
a few days before the re-
paving.

The city plans to put 
in new speed humps af-
ter it finishes repaving 
the street next week, and 
they will be in place by 
the first day of school, 
a Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman 
said.

“In an effort to en-
hance safety at this loca-
tion, we recently installed 
a speed hump while fi nal-
izing plans to resurface 
the street,” she said. “To 
ensure safety for every pe-
destrian, cyclist and mo-
torist, we expect work to 
replace the speed hump 

on the newly resurfaced 
street to be completed by 
Sept. 8, the fi rst day of pub-
lic school.”

Continued from page 1 

BUMP

WHAT A WASTE!: Midwood 
resident Boris Ganelin says the 
city’s mistake of installing a 
speed hump before milling and 
paving the street is highly inef-
fi cient. CNG / Julianne Cuba

Continued from page 1 

RESIDENCE

yelling “thank you!” on 
the sidewalk. 

It was an emotional mo-
ment for players, coaches, 

and parents — all of whom 
are still waiting for an-
swers, simply hoping to play 
football next week.

“My son is travelling 
two hours from the Whites-
tone Bridge area to attend 
Grand Street — not because 

of Grand Street’s academ-
ics,” Chandira Holman-
Bey said. “It’s because I’ve 
seen over the years — what 
coach Bruce has done.”

The school did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

FOOTBALL
Continued from page 4
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L E T  OU R  FA M I LY  H E L P  YOU R  FA M I LY  
I N  YOU R  T I M E  OF  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

They’re not here,” said a 
second man, who spoke 
on the condition of ano-
nymity for fear of ret-
ribution from the shel-
ter. “I’ve never heard of, 
seen, or been to any.”

Reps from Samari-
tan Village and the De-
partment of Homeless 
Services maintain that 
workshops are avail-
able to those living at 
the shelter and that 
some residents simply 

choose not to partici-
pate.

“Not every client 
takes advantage of these 
services,” said Lauren 
Gray, a spokeswoman for 
the Department of Home-
less Services. “We will 
continue to offer and 
support these services 
and encourage clients 
to utilize the resources 
and support available to 
them.”

But residents report-
ing they are in the dark 
about services is con-
cerning, according to 
some Sunset Parkers. 

Neighbors on 49th Street 
say shelter residents 
with little to do  hang out 
in front of the building 
and harass locals  — and 
failing to provide social 
services is not helping, 
according to a board 
member of Community 
Board 7.

“If you bring home-
less shelters into the 
community, give them 
productive things to do,” 
said Carmen Toress, who 
has been lobbying opera-
tors to provide job-train-
ing and housing services 
on a daily basis.

SHELTER
Continued from page 5

ship,” he said. “He was 
honored. He was not a 
man with any sense of em-
barrassment about any-
thing he had ever done in 
his life.” 

Sultan will read ex-
cerpts from his book with 

help from Balzano’s close 
friend Robert Francis 
Cole, who voiced the au-
diobook. 

Other nominees for the 
Brooklyn Eagle Literary 
Prize reading that night 
include Mary Buser, read-
ing “Lockdown on Rikers” 
about working at the island 
prison, and Tanwi Nan-
dini Islam with her novel 

“Bright Lines,” about two 
young women living in 
Brooklyn and Bangladesh, 
among others. 

2016 Brooklyn Eagles 
Literary Prize Finalists 
at Franklin Park (618 St. 
Johns Pl. at Franklin 
Ave. in Prospect Heights, 
www.franklinparkbrook-
lyn.com). Sept. 13 at 8 pm. 
Free.

BOOK
Continued from page 6BY JULIANNE CUBA

Cops are searching for a 
shooter who killed 24-year-
old Kendell Walcott outside 
an E. 56th Street home just 
after noon on Sept. 1.

A witness told police he 
heard four or fi ve gunshots 
and then saw Walcott run 
into the house between Av-
enue O and Fillmore Av-
enue where emergency re-
sponders found him with a 
bullet wound to the chest, 

police said.
Medics took Walcott 

to Kings County Hospi-
tal, where officials pro-
nounced him dead, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Walcott lived on Ave-
nue O between E. 55th and 
E. 56th streets, and police 
don’t know what he was 
doing in the home, offi-
cials said.

The bullet shattered 
the house’s front door and 

window, according to this 
paper’s photographer, who 
was on the scene.

The shooter fl ed in an 
unknown direction and po-
lice are continuing to inves-
tigate, according to cops.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the incident can 
call Crime Stoppers at (800) 
577–8477. You can also sub-
mit tips on the Crime Stop-
pers website, www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com. 

Cops seek shooter
SEARCHING HIGH AND LOW: Police look all over for the gunman who fatally shot 24-year-old Kendell 
Walcott in his chest just steps from his Flatlands home. Photo by Paul Martinka

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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interview with Louis 
on Tuesday, J’ouvert 
is much larger than 
just the parade, and 
includes block parties, 
barbecues, and rev-

elers in bars. To stop 
people from partying 
in the streets, you’d 
basically have to insti-
tute martial law.

Regardless, DeBla-
sio says he won’t can-
cel the parade and 
remains confi dent po-
lice will come up with 

a more effective strat-
egy for next year.

“I want to very 
clearly put my faith 
in the NYPD because 
they continue to suc-
ceed in stamping out 
violence and they will 
do even more going 
forward,” he said.

dergarten in 2015  and 
then  promised action 
earlier this year .

Department of Fi-

nance sheriffs  raided 
the hotel a day later  to 
collect fi nes, and offi -
cials later announced 
they  planned on auc-
tioning off the build-
ing  to recoup what 
Fried owes.

But he  got a judge 
to halt the sale  and 
 promised to bring 
the building up to 
code .

Fried did not re-
spond to requests for 
comment.

J’OUVERT
Continued from page 3

LIGHTS ON: As part of new safety measures, the NYPD installed more than 200 
light towers along the parade route. Police dogs were also in attendance as part of 
increased law enforcement presence. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 5

PRINCE

Egg-citing news
BY LAUREN GILL

It is the new toast of Dumbo.
Diners can now get a taste 

of the swanky River Cafe and 
its million-dollar waterfront 
views without spending the 
same amount on the bill, be-
cause the iconic waterfront 
restaurant recently started 
serving breakfast.

At $18–$28 for entrees 
and $14 for a glass of or-
ange juice, the menu is still 
a far cry from International 
House of Pancakes’ prices, 
but it is also cheaper than 
the iconic eatery’s $125-per-
person dinner service.

The 39-year-old eatery fa-
mously requires men to don 
a suit jacket for dinner, but 
the dress code doesn’t ap-
ply before 4 pm, so custom-
ers can dress down to chow 
down on smoked salmon 
Benedicts, avocado toast, 
and bacon-topped pancakes 
in the restaurant’s f lower-

filled indoor and outdoor 
terraces.

But for those who still 
want to splash night-time 
levels of cash, the eatery 
also offers a caviar service 
for $95–$170 per ounce.

The morning meal has 

been in the works since be-
fore Hurricane Sandy put 
it out of business for more 
than a year, and owner Mi-
chael “Buzzy” O’Keeffe says 
he finally took the plunge 
this summer after years of 
research and planning.

He sent his maitre d’ to eat 
breakfast the city’s swanki-
est hotels and restaurants to 
scout out what makes a top-
notch ante meridiem eating 
experience, and eventually 
hopes to top them all.

“We have no intentions 
for this to be the typical 
New York breakfast place,” 
he said. “Our intention is to 
make this the finest break-
fast place not in New York, 
but in the United States.” 

Breakfast at the River 
Cafe (1 Water St. at Old 
Fulton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 522–5200, 
www.rivercafe.com) Mon–
Fri 9 am–11:30 am.

CAFFEINE FIX: Waiter Leo Augustin 
shows off the eatery’s fi ne coffee 
silver. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

River Cafe is now serving glam breakfast
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