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THE POLITICAL NITTY-GRITTY BUREAU
Brooklyn Democrats have spoken.

The state primary’s (unofficial, 
election-night) results are in, and it 
appears the incumbents have it all 
sewn up. Given the borough’s blue 
make-up and the benefits office 
holders have in fending off chal-
lengers, you can bet these folks will 
be representing you in Albany next 
year. Here are the results:

46th Assembly District

Freshman Assemblywoman Pam 
Harris defended her seat, edging out 
challenger Kate Cucco in a tight race 

for the Bay Ridge-to-Coney Island 
district.

Harris got 3,091 people to pull the 
lever for her compared to Cuco’s 1,740.

The retired corrections worker 
took offi ce last year as a political out-
sider. She still claims that status, but 
pledged to use what she’s learned in 
Albany to fi ght for the entire district.

“I know y’all keep hearing me say 
that I’m not politically savvy, but mark 
my words, I will be your strongest 
voice when it comes to policy,” Harris 
told supporters on election night. 

“I learn it backwards and for-
wards, because our district — from 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
This school proposal may have to go 
back to the drawing board.

Bay Ridge Prep aims to build a new 
six-story campus on 89th Street be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues, but 
it needs the city’s approval, because 
the site is not zoned for such a build-
ing. Educators made their pitch to 
Community Board 10’s land use com-
mittee on Sept. 6 as part of a larger 
public review process, but the panel 
wants the school to re-work designs 
and come back with a shorter build-
ing.

“Two of the board’s concerns 
are the bulk and height of the pro-
posal,” said committee chairwoman 

Panel: Bay Ridge Prep 
school plan too tall

Continued on page 3

Top of 
the class

HARRIS HAS IT
Incumbent fends off challenge in Coney–Ridge assembly race

VICTORY!: Councilman Mark Treyger announces Assemblywoman Pam Harris’s primary vic-
tory. He also won a district leader seat on election night. Photo by Jon Farina

Continued on page 17
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Army strong
Beefcakes Nick Mellusi, Kevin LeBron, and David Schweizer were all muddy after competing in the Civilian Military Combine ob-
stacle course in Fort Hamilton on Sept. 10. For more, see page 37.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Brooklynites across the bor-
ough dressed in red, white, 
and blue to honor the mem-
ory of those who perished on 
9-11 at three separate events 
marking the 15th anniver-
sary of a day that shook our 
city and country.

In Sheepshead Bay, com-
munity members gathered 
in front of the 9-11 mural 
in Bill Brown Park that in-
cludes names of 400 South-
ern Brooklynites who died in 
the attacks. Speakers shared 
stories of loved ones lost, 
and some who made it out of 
the World Trade Center dis-
cussed their experiences. 

Boy Scout Troop 238 
served as the color guard for 
the event, leading the cere-
mony with a parade of fl ags. 
It was an experience that will 
hopefully stick with the kids 
— many of whom were not 
born when the towers fell, 
but can learn a lesson from 
their demise — according to 
their scout master.

“I feel it’s important for 
the young children to know 
what was going on during 
2001,” said David Migdal, 
scout master for troop 238. 
“And hopefully we can con-
vey a message that it’s bet-
ter to solve things peacefully 
through diplomacy than with 
violence and weapons.”

And Bay Ridgites com-
memorated the fallen at the 
American Veterans Memo-
rial Pier with prayer, a three-
volley rifl e salute by the New 
York City Recruiting Battal-
ion, and patriotic musical 
performances by the Xaver-
ian High School Pipe and 
Drums.

Residents and local pols 
packed the pier to join state 
Sen. Martin Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) in paying tribute to 
the victims.

“It’s hard to believe that 15 
years have passed since that 

day that changed our coun-
try forever,” Golden told the 
crowd. “Many things have 
changed, but what remains 
constant is our resolve to 
show terrorists across this 
world that, despite their cow-
ardly attempt to destroy our 
nation, brave Americans 
continue to stand tall, shoul-
der to shoulder.”

Golden also hosted a Ma-
rine Park tribute where the 
local girl scout troop handed 
out American fl ags, commu-
nity members came together 
in a moment of silence, and 
a veteran played military 
funerary staple “Taps” on a 
bugle. Memory of the event 
and those who died on that 
day must continue to be pre-

served, said one attendee.
“It was important for me 

to be there, because America 
is my home and we have to 
come out and show our sup-
port,” said Barry Berger, the 
Vietnam vet who played the 
bugle. “It’s 15 years later and 
people are starting to forget. 
We have to remind people. 
We can never forget.”
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By Caroline Spivack

They’re Tolkien ’bout a revolution!
Middle Earth will get a mid-’60s musical make-

over next month at the Brick, in “The Beatles 
Present ‘The Lord of the Rings: The Musical,’ ” opening 
Oct. 6. The wacky comedy is based on a true but little-
known chapter in the Fab Four’s history, when the band 
hoped to adapt J.R.R. Tolkien’s epic fantasy into a film. 
The show imagines what might have happened if director 
Stanley Kubrick had not shot the idea down deader than 
Boromir, said one of the show’s creators. 

“It’s a very silly, dumb show — but it tells the story of 
the band and their dynamics and alludes to, ‘Oh, what if 
they did this movie? Would it have kept them together?’ ” 
said co-writer and director Kyle Wilson. 

The hour-long show opens with the mop-topped musi-
cians about to break their fellowship, but their shared 
passion for the tale of hobbits and wizards leads them to 
slap together a makeshift adaptation of the fantasy trilogy, 
with spatulas serving as swords and a pile of books and a 
lava lamp transforming into the Tower of Sauron (Barad-
Dûr to the fans out there). 

“It’s got a very Monty Python sensibility. The vibe is 
very low-fidelity cleverness,” said Wilson. “It’s very do-it-
yourself, they’re grabbing costume pieces from furniture 
and making props and doing their own thing.” 

John Lennon and Paul McCartney take on the roles 
of hero hobbit Frodo Baggins and his sidekick Samwise 
Gamgee, while George Harrison and Ringo Starr play 

almost everyone else, including the wizard Gandalf, the 
elf queen Galadriel, and the scheming Saruman — all 
while Gollum, played by Yoko Ono, strives to break up the 
band and reclaim her “Precious” John Lennon.

But one does not simply … write a “Lord of the Rings” 
musical. Wilson and French, who both live in Bushwick, 
have given classic Beatles songs a fantastic twist, so that 
“Good Day Sunshine” becomes “Good Day Sauron,” and 
“Yellow Submarine” has the lads from Liverpool all live 
in a Fellowship of the Ring, a Fellowship of the Ring, a 

Fellowship of the Ring.
“It was mainly Kyle and I sitting around going through 

the whole canon of Beatles songs to figure out what we 
could adjust to the ‘Lord of the Rings,’ ” said Sam French, 
the show’s other writer and director.

But the story has grown from a simple celebration 
of fantasy and ’60s rock into a tale about creativity and 
relationships, said French. 

“It’s really evolved into this story of friendship,” he 
said. “John and Paul mirror the arc of Frodo and Sam’s 
friendship. And at the end of the day, it’s still four people 
who want to put on a show and are trying their best to 
make something good.” 

The writer-director duo would love to see the show on 
the Great White Wizard Way, but for now they just want 
audiences to enjoy themselves — and to learn a bit about 
Middle Earth and the Beatles. It is a show anyone can 
enjoy, said Wilson, even if they can’t tell a ukelele from 
an Uruk-hai.

“We hope people come out loving ‘Lord of the Rings’ 
and the Beatles, but if not we hope that they at least want 
to love them or learn more about them,” said Wilson. “It’s 
a funny evening of theater, mainly brainless in the best 
way possible.”

“The Beatles Present ‘The Lord of the Rings: The 
Musical’ ” at the Brick (575 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union and Lorimer streets in Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189, www.bricktheater.com). Oct. 6–8 at 8 pm; Oct. 7 at 
10 pm. $18.

Musical mashes up Fab Four and Frodo

Clothes make the Maia: In “The Beatles 
Present ‘The Lord of the Rings: The 
Musical,’” opening at the Brick on Oct. 
6, the Fab Four improvise outfits to 
play the lead characters in Tolkien’s 
epic, with a Santa hat and beard turning 
George Harrison into Gandalf. Tom Strong

Lord of the 
          Ringo

Saruman the White Album: The bad guys get a big musical number 
in “The Beatles Present ‘The Lord of the Rings: The Musical,’ with 
John, Paul, George, and Ringo playing all the parts. Tom Strong

NEVER FORGET: (Top) Kids in 
Sheepshead Bay’s Bill Brown Park 
learned about those lost on 9-11. 
(Above) Veteran Barry Berger 
plays “Taps” on a bugle in Marine 
Park. (Right) The Fort Hamilton 
High School ROTC stands guard 
during a tribute on the 69th Street 
Pier in Bay Ridge.

REMEMBERING 9-11
Boro mourns on 15th anniversary of terror attacks
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Third Avenue to Mermaid Avenue 
— deserves every cotton-picking 
thing we have not gotten. It’s just 
that simple.”

Cucco accepted the results, but 
the Bay Ridge activist indicated 
this is not the last voters will see of 
her.

“This has been a hard fought 
campaign and I am overwhelmed 
by the outpouring of support I have 
received. While the result may not 
be what we had hoped for, we have 
worked hard and we have raised 
important issues,” Cucco said in a 
statement. “I will continue to dedi-
cate myself to you and to making 
certain that our community contin-
ues to be a place we are proud to call 
home.”

The race was a rematch of sorts 
from last year, when Harris and 
Cucco went head to head for the par-
ty’s nomination in a special election 
to fill the seat of Alec Brook-Krasny 
— Cucco’s former boss who stepped 
down to take a job in the private 
sector. The party picked Harris in 
a  contentious meeting of the Kings 
County Democratic machine  that 
Cucco loyals in Bay Ridge pledged 
to never forget.

And there was no love lost in this 
year’s race.

Many critics raised eyebrows at 
Harris’s  cozy relationship with the 
non-profit she founded  before tak-
ing office and  questioned her lead-
ership  based on a 2013 bankruptcy 
declaration.

Meantime allies of Harris ac-
cused Cucco of being a bad Demo-
crat for  interviewing for the Con-
servative party line  leading up to 
the 2015 special election.

Harris out-raised Cucco — cob-
bling together a total $80,525 in con-
tributions to Cucco’s $14,465 this 
year, though Cucco had help from 
“Super PAC” New Yorkers for In-
dependent Action, a school voucher 
advocacy group that sent out mail-
ers on her behalf.

A scant 5,087 of 31,966 registered 
Democrats in the district went to 
the polls.

Harris will face Republican candi-
date Lucretia Regina-Potter, Conser-
vative Mikhail Usher, and Green Party 
hopeful Patrick Dwyer in November.

42nd Assembly District

Freshman Assemblywoman Rod-
neyse Bichotte (inset) trounced 
challenger Victor Jordan in the 
Midwood-and-Flatbush district.

Bichotte captured 2,305 votes to 
Jordan’s 600 — mirroring her vic-

tory against 
Jordan in a 
four-way pri-
mary race in 
2014.

The win-
ner could not 
be reached for 
comment, but 
her opponent 
ack nowledged 
his bid was an 
uphill battle and said the system 
put him in a tough position.

“I knew it was a long shot,” Jor-
dan said. “When one is an incum-
bent and one has control over state 
resources and the candidate has 
a huge budget, they use that bud-
get during the campaign season so 
they don’t have the budget problems 
I do.”

Funding hampered Jordan, who 
was only able to cobble together 
$850 — $500 of which was his own 
cash — campaign finance records 
show.

Conversely, Bichotte raised 
$36,685 in 2015 alone — with a siz-
able chunk coming from labor 
unions and area nursing homes, fi-
nance records show.

She did not submit legally re-
quired financial disclosures this 
year, even though candidates are 
required to do so in July, 32 days 
before the primary, and 11 days be-
fore, state records reveal.

Only 3,114 of 47,272 registered 
Democrats in the district cast bal-
lots.

Bichotte faces Republican Mat-
thew Williams — who she bested 
12,716 votes to 837 in 2014 — in the 
Nov. 8 general election.

19th State Senate

Assemblywoman Roxanne Per-
saud (inset) handily defended her 
seat from rival Mercedes Narcisse 
on Sept. 13 — and with no chal-
lenger in the 
November gen-
eral, she will al-
most certainly 
be returning to 
Albany in Jan-
uary.

The county 
m a c h i n e -
backed in-
cumbent and 
former assem-
blywoman took 
a cool three-quarters of the vote, 
tallying 9,986 ballots cast to Nar-
cisse’s 3,160.

The results may indicate that 
Brooklyn Democratic Party boss 
Frank Seddio’s infl uence is still 
strong in the district — Persaud is his 
ally, and Narcisse a former friend who 

broke with Seddio after he refused to 
back her 2013 bid for Council.

And the race was fraught.
Narcisse was also running for 

Assembly, but  Seddio and Persaud 
took her to court last month  alleg-
ing that she did not live in the As-
sembly district. She agreed to drop 
out of the race in order for Sed-
dio and crew to drop the suit. The 
group also got a judge to force her 
to disclose her donors after she 
failed several times to file routine 
campaign finance disclosures with 
the state.

And Narcisse lost despite a slight 
financial advantage — the business-
woman and trained nurse stowed 
$116,800 in her war chest this year 
— though campaign finance docu-
ments show she kicked in more than 
$30,000 of her own money.

Persaud managed to raise 
$103,866.26 — thanks in part to a 
$7,000 injection from Seddio and 
four-digit gifts from fellow legisla-
tors Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D–Ca-
narsie) and Assemblywoman Jaime 
Williams (D–Canarsie). Persaud 
even took home $7,000 from health 
care workers union 1199SEIU, 
which must have been a bruiser for 
nurse Narcisse.

Just 13,526 of the district’s 
121,220 registered Democrats voted 
in the primary.

Persaud could not immediately 
reached for comment, and Narcisse 
declined to comment.

44th Assembly District

He’s going to Albany — but he’s 
not driving!

Windsor Terrace lawyer Rob-
ert “Bobby” Carroll (inset) won the 
Democratic primary for the 44th As-
sembly District 
seat on Sept. 13, 
beating public-
school teacher 
Robert Curry-
Smithson and 
community or-
ganizer Troy 
Odendhal with 
a landslide 
5,293 votes to 
their 313 and 
271 respective 
tallies, as the successor to outgoing 
Assemblyman Jim Brennan. 

In the deep blue seat — which 
covers Kensington and Windsor 
Terrace, and parts of Park Slope, 
Borough Park, Flatbush, and Dit-
mas Park — the result all but guar-
antee Carroll a ticket straight to the 
Assembly, which is just as well, be-
cause the 29-year-old says he still 
doesn’t have a driver’s license.

“I’m going to learn how to drive,” 
he said after his victory. “I’m going 

to take the train a lot of the time.”
Carroll comes from a long line 

of local politicos. He previously 
served as president of the inf luen-
tial Central Brooklyn Independent 
Democrats club, which his grand-
father co-founded. 

His dad John Carroll — also a 
former president of the club and his 
son’s boss at Manhattan law firm 
Wolfson and Carroll — ran unsuc-
cessfully against now-Mayor De-
Blasio in the Democratic primary 
for the local Council seat in 2001, 
and Bay Ridge Democratic District 
Leader Kevin Peter Carroll is a 
cousin.

The Community Board 7 and 
Park Slope Civic Council member 
had been preparing to challenge 
long-time local male Democratic 
District Leader Jacob Gold for his 
low-level post until Brenann an-
nounced his retirement at the end of 
May, and quickly anointed Carroll 
as his heir apparent, followed by a 
swath of endorsements from other 
elected officials including influen-
tial local Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Kensington), nine political or-
ganizations, and 16 unions. 

The seamless passing of the 
torch raised some eyebrows, not 
least of all Curry-Smithson’s, who 
believes the race was over before it 
even began.

“Brennan retired after more 
than 30 years in office and, in the 
same breath as retiring, he en-
dorsed Carroll, who managed to 
wrap up any endorsement of anyone 
in politics before there was even a 
race,” said the Kensington resident 
after the results came in. 

But Carroll maintains that his 
formidable victory was built on his 
name recognition as a life-long lo-
cal resident, the many hours he put 
in shaking hands and knocking on 
doors on the campaign train, as 
well as his policy of cleaning up 
Albany — and pointed out that he 
received endorsements from inf lu-
ential voices outside the party, in-
cluding the New York Times and 
good-government watchdog Citi-
zens Union.

“I don’t believe there was any fait 
accompli,” he said. “Whole hosts of 
third-party actors looked at all the 
candidates and made a decision and 
I think that decision was clear.”

And even Curry-Smithson says 
he will back Carroll in his battle 
against Tea Party Republican Glenn 
Nocera come November.

“I’ll be voting for him in Novem-
ber and hope he’ll be a good rep-
resentative for us,” said the run-
ner-up.

A total 6,463 of 41,440 registered 
Democrats participated in the elec-
tion.

Continued from cover 
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Sunset Parkers are worried 
that a stalled inn temporarily 
acting as a homeless shelter is 
becoming a permanent lodge 
for the destitute without ade-
quate oversight.

Developers planned to 
open a Howard Johnson hotel 
on 24th Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues, but 
franchisees are still waiting 
on the okay from hotel-com-
pany higher-ups — and in the 

mean time, the city is renting 
out nearly all 41 rooms in the 
building for homeless fami-
lies. But short-term housing 
tends to become a concrete fi x-
ture, one local leader said.

“ ‘Temporary’ has an in-
teresting meaning in New 
York City,” said Community 
Board 7 district manager Jer-
emy Laufer. “Sometimes that 
means forever.”

Children’s Community Ser-

Checking in: Sunset Park’s 
newest homeless shelter

CONCERNED: Locals are worried a temporary shelter at this under-
construction hotel on 24th Street will become permanent.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
City offi cials and homeless 
shelter operators turned the 
press away from an otherwise-
public meeting about a  con-
troversial Sunset Park men’s 
home , because they say the 
discussions were too “sensi-
tive” for the news to attend.

A so-called “community ad-
visory board” for the publicly 
funded shelter on 49th Street 
met last Wednesday night, but 
a worker refused to let this pa-
per in, claiming that the meet-
ing intended to foster dialogue 
between locals and shelter op-
erators was not, in fact, open 
to local news.

“You were given the im-
pression that this is an open 
meeting, but it’s not,” said 
program director Cesar Vil-
legas, who works for operator 
Samaritan Village. “It’s in-
vite-only, and right now we’re 
talking with the community 
advisory board.”

A representative from Coun-

cilman Carlos Menchaca’s (D-
Sunset Park) offi ce told this 
paper that afternoon that the 
meeting was open to all, but 
reached later, the rep said pre-
vious information was con-
fused and — due to the sensitive 
nature of the meeting — press 
was not allowed to attend.

The advisory board is com-
posed of civic activists, commu-

nity board members, elected 
offi cials and their representa-
tives, local faith leaders, block 
association heads, and busi-
ness improvement district hon-
chos, according to a spokes-
woman with the Department of 
Homeless Services who could 
not immediately provide a list 
of board members’ names.

Samaritan Village did, ap-
parently, let in a few members 
of the public, according to one 
local leader who attended.

“I understood that it was 
open to the public,” said Com-
munity Board 7 district man-
ager Jeremy Laufer. “Mem-
bers from the community were 
there. Two of my neighbors 
were there.”

The meeting was held the 
same day this paper published 
a story in which  several shelter 
residents alleged  the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services-
funded home was not providing 
housing- and job-placement as-
sistance that it claims it is.

TAKING COVER
Shelter turns reporter away from public meeting

TURNED AWAY: The shelter’s pro-
gram director Cesar Villegas (stand-
ing on stairs) told a reporter the 
meeting was closed to the press.

SHELTER SKELTER — S’PARK IS HOME AWAY FROM HOMELESSNESSSHELTER SKELTER — S’PARK IS HOME AWAY FROM HOMELESSNESS
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vices has been running the Department of Home-
less Services-funded home since mid-August, ac-
cording to a building manager who expects it will 
operate for 6–12 months.

The city must alert locals before opening a per-
manent shelter — they have no obligation to do so 
when a temporary one opens, but they should, 
Laufer said.

“The city has had an emergency declaration 
since 1981 which is allowing them to place shel-
ters in communities with minimal notice,” he 
said. “But I don’t think it’s such an emergency 
that you can’t keep the community informed.”

Locals were surprised to learn about the shel-
ter, and many did not fi nd out until going into the 
hotel to make inquiries, according to one area res-
ident who said she has no problem with her new 
neighbors but just wants a little heads-up.

“I’m fi ne with it being here, but as someone in 
the community, I just want them to let me know 
what’s going on,” said Marisol Castanos, who 
lives behind the building and found out about the 
temporary shelter when she went to the front desk 
to complain about residents’ rowdy behavior.

Staff at the building began handing out letters 
on Aug. 29 explaining the situation to locals, ac-
cording to the building manager.

Howard Johnson did not respond to a request 
for comment.

Mayor DeBlasio has  vowed to reduce the use of 
hotels as shelters  — which costs the city an aver-
age of $161 per night — but the number of home-
less living in inns continues to rise. In August 
that number was 3,990, up from 2,656 in Febru-
ary, according to Department of Homeless Ser-
vices data.

Full 
circle

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a whole new intersection!

The city has fi nally fi nished 
fi xing the massive sinkhole that 
 swallowed the corner of Fifth Av-
enue and 64th Street  last summer. 
Offi cials reopened the freshly 
repaved roadway to commuters 
on Sept. 2 after 13 months of con-
struction — and much to the de-
light of those who live and work 
in the area, said one man.

“It’s a big relief, that thing was 
just a pain,” said Ric Andino, who 
delivers Poland Spring water to 
the area and altered his delivery 
route due to the sinkhole. “The 
GPS didn’t consider the sinkhole 
and would tell me to drive into it, 
now it’s nice and smooth.”

Local businesses  complained 
about the sinkhole hurting their 
bottom line  last year. The nearby 
Wash Club laundry was particu-
larly hard hit when the area’s wa-
ter was shut off for hours on end, 

an employee said.
“I said to myself, ‘How in the 

world are we gonna get this laun-
dry done?’ ” said Aaron Burbette, 
who works at Wash Club laundry. 

“We had to run a connection 
hose from a fi re hydrant so we 
could keep operating. So I am def-
initely relived it’s repaired.” 

The collapse was initially 20 
feet deep, but the Department of 
Environmental Protection dug 60 
feet — roughly six stories — into 
the ground to inspect and upgrade 
underlying infrastructure, said a 
department spokesman. But more 
than a year later, the department 
is still investigating what caused 
the sinkhole, he said. At the time, 
offi cials confi rmed a pipe was 

leaking under the street, but now 
say a faulty manhole may have 
been the culprit, the rep said.

It’s not the fi rst sinkhole to 
open in the area, and probably 
won’t be the last, but locals are 
relieved to have their intersec-
tion back, another area resident 
said.

“It feels like as soon as one 
is fi xed two others pop up,” said 
Gina Tejario. “But I’m just glad 
this sinkhole is gone.”

S’Park sinkhole fi lled!

THEN AND NOW: The erstwhile hole on 
Fifth Avenue and 64th Street (above) is 
now fi lled (right). 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued from page 4 

HOMELESS SHELTER
BEFORE

AFTER
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Affordable health insurance 
for children under 19.

See top-quality providers, close to home.

Checkups, dental care, hospital care, 
and more!

��Fidelis Care is a top-rated plan in the 
2015 New York State Consumer’s Guide 
to Medicaid and Child Health Plus.��

Child Health Plus
with Fidelis Care �����

1-888-FIDELIS • �������	
���

(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

To learn more about applying for health insurance, 
including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through 
���������	
����������������������������������������� 
visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

��������	
�

How much does Child Health Plus cost?
Coverage may be free or as little as 
$9 each month, based on household 
income. For families at full premium 
��������������������	������	!��	
����
lowest rates available.

How do I enroll my child?
Through NY State of Health 
at nystateofhealth.ny.gov. 
Apply by the 15th of the month 
to have coverage for your child 
on the 1st of the following month.

Fidelis Care is in your community!
"�����#���������%	�&'#����	�����	�
������
	������	!!(���)�	����
nearest to you.
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Fashionable thievery  
Two nogoodniks robbed a teen 

for his designer belt and hat on Av-
enue J on Sept. 4.

The teen told police that he was 
walking home from a party near E. 
59th Street around 11:40 pm when 
the duo approached and asked if he 
was sporting a Ferragamo belt. 

Cops said one of the crooks took 
off the victim’s pricey belt and the 
second punk made him hand over 
his Don C hat from his book bag. 
The thieves then ran away with 
their ill-gotten goods, according to 
police.

Pocket snatch
A pickpocket snatched a teen’s 

smartphone in Marine Park on 
Sept. 7.

The teen told police that he was 
on a football fi eld at the green space 
at 8 pm and noticed his iPhone miss-
ing from his right pocket. The teen 
did not see the bandit strike, and 
could not pinpoint a location of the 
phone using a phone tracker, ac-
cording to police. 

Fitting room bandit
A sneak thief stole a woman’s 

phone at an Avenue U lingerie store 
on Sept. 7. 

The woman told police she was 
in the store between Flatbush Ave-
nue and E. 55th Street at noon when 
she placed her phone on a chair in 
the fi tting area and went to try on 
clothes. When she returned and 
looked for her phone, it was gone, 
according to police.

Package prowl
A punk lifted a woman’s package 

from her New York Avenue home on 
Sept. 1.

The woman told police she was 
on vacation and discovered that 
someone took a delivery left in front 
of her house near Avenue L around 
9 pm.  — Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Subway stalker
A brute trailed a woman, 

punched her repeatedly, and robbed 
her on 85th Street on Sept. 9, said po-
lice. 

The lout followed the woman off 
the R train at the 86th Street station 
at 5:20 pm, said police. Once the vic-
tim got to 85th Street between Fifth 
Avenue and Fort Hamilton Parkway, 
the lowlife grabbed her shoulders 
and neck, punched her, and then fl ed 
with her cash and MetroCard.

Jewel heist
A quiet burglar stole a woman’s 

wallet and ring from her 81st Street 
home while she was sleeping on 
Sept. 6, said police. 

The victim told police when she 
woke up at 8 pm in her apartment 
between Bravo Boulevard and 10th 
Avenue she discovered her living 
room window was open and her 
wallet and a diamond-and-sapphire 
ring were gone. 

Police canvassed the area but 
didn’t fi nd anything, said depart-
ment offi cials.

Laptop looter 
A pilferer slunk into an unlocked 

car parked on 88th Street on Sept. 7 
and made off with a brand-new lap-
top, said police. 

The victim told police that at 
5:30 pm he discovered his laptop, 
which was given to him by the De-
partment of Education for the new 
school year, was gone. A pair of 
Coach sunglasses and identifi cation 
cards were also stolen from the ve-
hicle, said police. 

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Bad shot
A lowlife pulled out a gun and 

fi red 10 rounds at a man on New 
Utrecht Avenue on Sept. 10, said po-
lice. 

A witness told police that three 
ruffi ans approached the man be-
tween 16th and 17th avenues at 12:35 
am and one of the men pulled out 
a gun and shot at the victim. Only 
one bullet pierced the left side of the 
man’s stomach, said police. 

Emergency responders treated 
the victim on the scene before tak-
ing him to Maimonides Medical 
Center, said department offi cials.

Beat by brutes
Brutes beat a man and mugged 

him on 56th Street on Sept. 7, said 
police. 

The victim told police he was 
near 18th Avenue at 2 am when two 
men approached him from behind 
and repeatedly punched him in the 
back of the head. One of the bruisers 
reached into the victim’s pocket and 
removed $1,000 and the duo fl ed on 
foot, said police.

Knife marauder
Offi cers arrested a man who they 

say pulled a knife on a guy and stole 
his backpack on 86th Street on Sept. 
7, said police. 

The suspect approached the vic-
tim near 25th Avenue at 11:25 am, 
fl ashed the knife, and removed the 
victim’s gray backpack and fl ed on 
foot to the 25th Avenue D train sta-
tion, police allege. Offi cers stopped 
the man because he matched the de-
scription broadcast by authorities, 
said police. 

A witness positively identifi ed 
the man and police recovered the 
stolen bag and a knife, said depart-
ment offi cials.

Car burgled
A pilferer raided a man’s car 

while he slept in it on W. Eight 
Street on Sept. 8, said police. 

The victim told police he was 
sleeping in his vehicle near Bay 
Parkway at 5 am when he woke up 
to a man rummaging through his 
ride. The thief fl ed with $400, credit 
cards, a Social Security card, and a 
camera, cops reported. 

The victim chased after the bur-
glar and caught him on 68th Street 
between 21st Avenue and Bay Park-
way, and after a brief struggle, re-
covered his property, said police.

Kinky thieves
Prowlers punched a man in the 

face, tried to cuff him with fake hand-
cuffs, and robbed him on Bay Ridge 
Avenue on Sept. 11, said police. 

The victim told police he was 
near 15th Avenue for a walk at 
4:45 am when the nogoodniks ap-
proached him and punched him in 
the face, causing his nose to bleed, 
said police. The thieves tried to cuff 
the man but the victim fought them 
off, according to authorities. 

The jerks did manage to steal 
the man’s cellphone and MetroCard 
during the struggle, said police.

Friends like these
Police cuffed two men who they 

say viciously beat and slashed their 
so-called “friend” with a knife on 
16th Avenue on Sept. 11, said police. 

The victim told police that he 
was between 65th and 66th Streets 
at 9:45 pm with his friends when one 
man pulled a knife on him while 
the other repeatedly punched and 
kicked him as he tore his clothes off, 
said police. The man sustained cuts 
and swelling on various parts of his 
body, cops noted. 

The victim told police the men 
fl ed on an orange bike and a green 

bike with a rear gold rim. The vic-
tim called his father, who upon 
seeing the two bruisers nearby, 
confronted them and got his son’s 
property back, said department of-
fi cials.

Determined thief
A looter climbed over a Bay Ridge 

Avenue driveway gate and stole a 
man’s bike on Sept. 9, said police. 

The thief scaled the gate between 
19th and 20th avenues at 4:05 am, 
threw the bike over the fence, and fl ed 
on the stole two-wheeler, said police.

Coffee fi ends
Police arrested two men who 

robbed a 65th Street coffee store on 
Sept. 8, said police. 

The two men broke into the cafe 
house near 18th Avenue through 
the front door at 3 am and swiped 
$200 from the cash register, said po-
lice. One man stood outside as look-
out while the other man raided the 
chain Java store, department offi -
cials said. — Caroline Spivack

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Un-welcome home
A malefactor swiped a guy’s 

televisions and furniture from his 
home on E. Fifth Street sometime 
between July 1 and Sept. 8 — while 
the victim has been in the hospital, 
police said. 

The victim’s daughter told police 
she went to check in on the apart-
ment near Avenue S on Sept. 8 and 
saw that his televisions, table, night-
stands, coffee table, sparkling water, 
and a bottle Guinness were missing.

Tool thief 
A jerk broke into a construction 

site on Kings Highway and stole a 
bunch of tools sometime between 
Sept. 3 and 6, police said.

The cur broke the lock on a stor-
age container at the site near E. 16th 
Street and lifted a whacker, bender, 
and saws, according to authorities. 
The punk also left with the storage 
locks, police said.

Caught 
Police arrested a guy for stealing 

$300 from a Nostrand Avenue store 
on Sept. 8 after threatening the ca-
shier with a small, black fi rearm.

The cashier told police she was 
in the store near Avenue Y at noon 
when the guy demanded money, 
and when she told him the register 
doesn’t open, he pointed the small 
gun at her. 

The cashier then handed over 
the wad of dough and the suspect 
fl ed in a hunter-green minivan with 
another guy in the driver’s seat, ac-
cording to authorities.  
 — Julianne Cuba
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
                www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

Special 3 Course 
Dinner Menu

$2995 per person
Music : Thurs. – Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

 

Parties welcome for all occasions
718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971
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Sponsors:

WALK BROOKLYN. SAVE LIVES.  
LIFE IS WHY!

BROOKLYN HEART   
& STROKE WALK

Sunday, September 18th 

Starts - 9:30 am
brooklynheartwalk.org

 

3 MILES THROUGH THE BEST OF BROOKLYN
Cadman Plaza   Brooklyn Bridge Park   Brooklyn Heights

Register Today at Brooklynheartwalk.org

NEW FOR 2016 - Field Day For Heart!
Designed specificall for kids, families, school communites & 

friends, Field Day for Heart is our awesome kids 
obstacle course

Learn more at brooklynheartwalk.org

#brooklynheartwalk

FAMILY. 
COMMUNITY. 
NEIGHBORS. 

TEAMS. 
COMPANIES. 
SCHOOLS. 

YOU.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s about tome!

A pair of Sunset Parkers built 
a book-loan box outside their 52nd 
Street home to bring neighbors to-
gether, according to one of the part-
time librarians.

“I hope it strengthens the sense 
of community on the block and in 
the area. Engaging other people 
makes you happier, it gives you a 
greater sense of community — less 
fear,” said activist Tony Giordano, 
who created the box with wife and 
Fifth Avenue Business Improve-
ment District director Renee.

The pink-and-blue box — titled 
the “Sunset Parker Book Loan” — 
can hold up to 25 tomes, and the 
couple plans to pack it with pic-
ture books for kids up to the third 
grade. Locals can take a book or put 
in some of their own for neighbors 
to check out — and there is no due 
date, the Giordanos said.

A sign on the bite-sized biblio-
theque explains the process in four 
languages — English, Spanish, Ara-
bic, and Chinese.

The Giordanos have only been 
able to stock books in English and 
Spanish so far, but contributions in 
other languages are welcome, the 
pair said.

The book loan is an off-shoot of a 
community library the couple cre-
ated in the Sunset Park Business 
Improvement District office, accord-

ing to Renee. They started the pro-
gram about two years ago, and since 
then, locals have donated roughly 
800 paperbacks and hardcovers. The 
husband-and-wife team decided they 
could reach more people by setting 
up the satellite lending office out-
side their home, Tony said.

“We were thinking, ‘We got all 
these books, and they’re just sit-
ting here, so maybe we can do some-
thing more with them for the com-
munity,’ ” he said.

Tony built the miniature house-
like structure in early September 
and plans to add a few finishing 
touches before fastening the tiny li-
brary to a tree stump in their front 
yard next week so locals can access 
it from the street, he said.

E-readers are becoming a more 
readily available option in homes 
and schools than old-fashioned 
books, but Tony hopes the physical 
media he and Renee are putting on 
loan will rekindle folks’ love of the 
bound page, he said.

“There’s still that romanticism of 
holding a book in your hands,” the 
former teacher said. “Books have 
played so many roles in my life. You 
can write notes in them and find 
old messages, they can hold love let-
ters, a f lower. It’s sort of magical. 
You can’t do that with a Kindle.”

The “Sunset Parker Book Loan” 
(653 52nd St. between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues in Sunset Park). Free.

CULTIVATING BOOKWORMS: Renee Giordano hopes to ignite a love of books in young chil-
dren with the Sunset Parker Book Loan on 53rd Street between Sixth and Seventh avenues.
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

NOVEL IDEA! 
S’Parkers set up book-lending box
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Planned Service Changes

(
WEEKEND
11:30 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon
Sep 16 – 19

( trains are rerouted via the D in both directions between 36 St 
and Stillwell Av
Free shuttle buses and  ) trains provide alternate service

 © 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Travel Alternatives:
 • Take free shuttle buses to/from Stillwell Av, 86 St, Avenue U, Kings Hwy, Bay Pkwy, 20 Av,

            18 Av, New Utrecht Av, Fort Hamilton Pkwy, 8 Av, 59 St, 53 St, 45 St and 36 St.

 • Transfer between free shuttle buses and ( trains at 36 St, 62 St-New Utrecht Av 

            and/or Stillwell Av. 

                       •  )  trains and free shuttle buses stop at 59 St, 53 St, 45 St and 36 St.

 • Transfer between ( ) trains and free shuttle buses at 36 St.

Note: No D service in Brooklyn

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or 

visit mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, 

use  TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Five yahoos in a BMW packing 
a pair of pistols led cops on a car 
chase through Dyker Heights that 
ended in a wreck on Sept. 9.

It started at 5 am on Staten Is-
land, when a woman in the car 
called a relative saying she feared 
for her life, and the relation called 
911, according to police. 

Offi cers tried to pull the 
driver over, but he fl ed — even-
tually crossing the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge into Brooklyn, 
department offi cials said. The 
chase ended when the driver 
smashed into two other vehicles 

at 65th Street and 10th Avenue, 
littering the intersection with 
shredded car parts.

The men fl ed from the wreck-
age, and offi cers pursued, catch-
ing one immediately and collar-
ing two others after a search of 
the area — but two remain at 
large, law enforcement sources 
said. The woman stayed behind 
— police are questioning her but 
she has not been charged, ac-
cording to offi cials.

Cops discovered two semi-au-
tomatic handguns inside the car, 
department offi cials said. There 
were minor injuries, cops said.

Rock goons lead police on 
chase over Verrazano Bridge

CARNAGE: Police surveyed the collateral damage of a car chase that ended 
in Dyker Heights. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The man who raped and 
robbed a woman in a shady 
Sunset Park hotel while im-
personating a police offi cer 
is going to prison for three 
decades, prosecutors an-
nounced on Sept. 12.

Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Justice Matthew Sciarrino 
sentenced 39-year-old Dit-
mas Parker Jason Forgetta 
to 28 years to life behind 
bars for violently attack-
ing a prostitute in 2014. The 
penalty is a tremendous vic-
tory for women, according 
to District Attorney Ken 
Thompson.

“This serial sex offender 
is a clear and present dan-
ger to all women and must 
not be allowed to be out 
on our streets,” the bor-
ough’s top legal eagle said. 
“Today’s just and lengthy 
prison sentence ensures 
that he will never be able to 
harm anyone else.”

Forgetta fl ashed a police 
badge at a sex worker out-
side the Sunny 39 Hotel in 

Sunset Park at about 2 am 
on July 30, 2014, according 
to the district attorney. The 
26-year-old woman agreed 
to accompany him to a 
room in the hotel, but once 
they were inside, he pre-
tended to arrest the woman, 
shoved her against the wall, 
put a pillow over her head, 
and repeatedly raped her — 

then stole her phone, wal-
let, and underwear and fl ed, 
a jury found.

A jury convicted For-
getta on three counts of 
predatory sexual assault, 
strangulation as a sexually 
motivated felony, robbery, 
and criminal imperson-
ation. Sciarrino sentenced 
him to 25 years to life in 
prison for the sexual as-
sault and up to seven years 
for the robbery.

Forgetta served a year 
and three months for rape 
in 2002, nabbing him a 
Level 3 sex offender status 
— the highest in the state, 
prosecutors said.

Cops  raided the Sunny 39 
Hotel last October  for alleg-
edly operating as a brothel. 
Staff at the 39th Street ho-
tel near Fifth Avenue con-
nected johns with pimps 
and prostitutes, Thompson 
said. 

The owners are facing 
charges of promoting pros-
titution and falsifying busi-
ness records, offi cials said.

Rapist gets 32 years
Pretended to be cop and attacked woman

GOING AWAY: Jason Forgetta 
was sentenced to up to 32 years 
to life in prison for the 2014 at-
tack. District Attorney  
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© 2016 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

* An independent clinical study in the US has shown that primax provided a significant improvement in ease of 
listening in demanding listening environments. A newly developed methodology using objective brain behavior 
measures (Electroencephalographic data), showed a significant reduction in listening effort for mild to moderate 

hearing impaired subjects using primax hearing aids in speech-in-noise situations applying advanced features 
such as Narrow Focus and EchoShield.

Call Toll Free: 855.203.1173
8115 5th Avenue, Brooklyn

Ashley Marcus, Au.D. 
Doctor of Audiology

Discreet, nearly invisible!

wwitth thhee NEEWW SSiiemeens prrimaxxTMM hhearrinngg aaidds 

Exxxpeerrieencce bbettteerr thhaann  
nooormmmaal hheearinng* wwithh leesss eefffoortt

Siemens primax hearing aids are cclinicaally prrooveen** 
to make listening to speech and music easy and 
effortless in every situation including:

NNoooiissyy aaand ccrrooowwddeeedd  
reesstaaurraanntss

AAtt cchhurrchhheess,, 
ccooncncerrttss  

aaannndd aauuditoorriummmmsss

OOOOuuttddoooorrss iinnn 
tthheee wwinnnddd

Everyday retail price for Siemens level 3 primax is 
$2,895 each. Sale Price $2,395 each. Offers cannot 
be combined. Excludes previous purchases. Offer 

expires 9/30/16.

1000$
purchase of a pair of Siemens level 3 
primax digital hearing aids.

OFF

Must have hearing loss. Call for details. Offers 
cannot be combined. Limit one per customer per 

year. Offer expires 9/30/16.

Grab a bite on
us with your 
FREE Hearing Test!

Schedule your  
FRREEE HHearring SScreeenninng!Payment per $1,000: $4.08
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Earn more on your checking  
account  on balances up 

to $25,000 when you 
meet account terms**. 

No minimum 
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Effective Annual Percentage 

Yield (APY) listed as of 

7/20/2016. $500 Minimum 

deposit to open. Interest rate 

subject to change without 

notice. Penalties for early 

withdrawal may reduce 

earnings.

No Monthly FeeLow $25 Initial Deposit$1 Minimum Balance RequiredFREE Kearny Bank ATM or Debit MasterCard®FREE Online Banking with Bill PayFREE Starter Checks, over 55 FREE for Life

s.

No Monthly FeeLow $25 Initi

FREE
E-Z�������

FREE
E-Z�������

�������	��
Enter our FREE Sweepstakes 

For an iPad.
Entry good thru October 15, 2016 only at Brooklyn office. 

Complete details available at the office.

����������!!"�#$ 
689 Fifth Avenue

718-768-4800
kearnybank.com

*The APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is accurate as of 7/20/16 and is subject to change without notice. Minimum to open account is $50. Rate tiers are as 
follows when terms are met each statement cycle: 2.01% APY applies to balances of $0.01 - $25,000 and 0.25% APY applies to balances over $25,000. If 
terms are not met, 0.05% APY applies to entire balance. **To meet terms of the account, you must do all of the following: 1. enroll in eStatements, 2. make 
at least 10 Kearny Bank debit card purchases each statement cycle, and 3. have a qualifying direct deposit or automatic payment each statement cycle. Transfers 
from one account to another or deposits made at a branch location or ATM do not qualify as a direct deposit. Rates may change after the account is opened. ATM 
fee refund up to $25 per statement cycle when terms of the account are met. Available for personal accounts only. Not responsible for typographical errors.
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Leaving his 
postmark

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Opa, break open the 
ouzo, and dance the sir-
taki to the twang of a 
bouzouki!

He may not be a 
Greek god, but billion-
aire grocer and Brook-
lyn Technical High 
School alum John Catsi-
matidis was the toast of 
the town when the Inter-
national Foundation for 
Greece immortalized 
the local on a commem-
orative stamp, celebrat-
ing the entrepreneurial 
spirit of the bus boy’s 
son who turned captain 
of industry.

It was a fi tting birth-
day gift for the man who 
has everything and who 
turned 68 on Sept. 7.

Catsimatidis — the 
Gristedes and Red Ap-
ple Group owner whose 
Brooklyn real estate 
developments include 
a  95-unit building in 
Fort Greene  and sev-
eral parcels of land in 
Coney Island — hesi-
tated at first to schlep 
5,000 miles to the an-
cestral home he left be-
hind as an infant to at-
tend a lavish ceremony 
in Athens, until mem-
ories of his ancestors 
kicked in.

“I thought of my fa-
ther and mother and 
grandparents, and how 
they would be so proud,” 
he said.

Catsimatidis, whose 
beaming mug graces 
the sepia-tone emblem, 
cemented his stamp on 
his beloved Brooklyn 
in May when he  bought 
the Boardwalk-adja-
cent former Federation 
Employment and Guid-
ance Service building  
on Surf Avenue and W. 
35th Street in Coney Is-
land — 20 blocks from 
the booming Amuse-
ment District — for a 
cool $7.7 million.

The move raised 
speculation about the 

construction of the sev-
eral-blocks-long “Ocean 
Dreams” development 
that he had planned for 
a nearby stretch of coast 
for years.

The self-made ty-
coon, whom the Hellenic 
Association of Brook-
lyn endorsed during his 
failed 2013 mayoral bid, 
also used his borough 
smarts to smooth over 
a confl ict with a local 
councilwoman over his 
Fort Greene project.

“When we sat down 
and discussed solu-
tions, we grew to be 
friends and realized 
that the development 
would improve housing 
and give jobs to locals, 
which was important 
to her,” he  told Bisnow.
com  in July. 

Catsimatidis began 
blazing business trails 
after dropping out of 
college to work in a gro-
cery store. 

That outraged his 
parents, but they likely 
ate their words when 
their iconoclastic son 
amassed an empire of  
10 grocery stores by age 
24.

“I worked hard and 
had a knack for doing 
things,” he  told Resi-
dent.com  when running 
for mayor.

OPA!: Supermarket tycoon 
John Catsimatidis beams 
from a Greek stamp — an 
honor his ancestral nation 
bestowed upon him for his 
entrepreneurial spirit.

Greece gives Johnnie Cats 
its ‘stamp’ of approval
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We’re right beside you helping you get the 
most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to 
help you plan for your future. Come to one of 
our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health 
workshops. You’ll get unbiased information 
to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if 
you’re wondering what’s next for you, join us for 
a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give 
you tools and advice to help you navigate life 
transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when 
you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442
or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS THE 
FIVE BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny
Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

Kingsborough Community College/CUNY | Office of Continuing Education | 2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235 | www.kbcc.cuny.edu

ESL
CAREER ADVANCEMENT
ADULT FITNESS

ACCOUNTING

ARTS & CRAFTS

COMPUTERS

HEALTHCARE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

COLLEGE FOR KIDS

 

Call (718)-368-5050 to register.
Registration begins September 6, 2016

Visit us online at:
http://www.kbcc.cuny.edu/continuinged/
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HIGH HOLIDAYS at BRJC
                     Let your spirituality hit new highs!
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User friendly,
participatory 

musical services 
led by Rabbi 

Dina Rosenberg 
with Cantor 

Moshe Halfon

User friendly,
participatory 

musical services 
led by Rabbi 

Dina Rosenberg 
with Cantor 

Moshe HalfonAll are 
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welcome!

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY LAURA AMATO
It’s almost “Tebow Time” in 
Brooklyn.

Heisman Trophy winner 
and former Denver Broncos 
star quarterback Tim Tebow 
may soon be headed to MCU 
Park — and Cyclones offi cials 
say a 2017 roster including the 
failed New York Jet would be 
the biggest news for Brooklyn 
sports since professional base-
ball returned to the borough 
in 2001.

“It would generate national 
attention,” said Cyclones com-
munication director Billy 
Harner before going one bet-
ter. “It would generate inter-
national attention.”

The 29-year-old burst on 
the sports scene in 2007 when 
he was named college foot-
ball’s best player after quar-
terbacking the University of 
Florida to a national cham-
pionship. He led the Denver 
Broncos to an AFC West title 
in 2012 before being traded to 
the Jets after the season. He 
didn’t play much in the Mead-
owlands, and was eventually 
cut from the team in 2013. He 

hasn’t played an NFL game 
since.

The Mets signed Tebow 
last week, and announced 
he’ll play in the Arizona Fall 
League — albeit with week-
ends off so he can work as 
an analyst for college games 
broadcast by an ESPN affi li-
ate. 

But one of the next steps for 
Tebow could be the Cyclones, 
a team that is no stranger to 
bringing big-name players to 
MCU Park. Jose Reyes’s re-
turn to the Mets started in 
Brooklyn last summer, and 
his fi rst stint with the team in 
June  drew the biggest crowds 
of the season .

But Harner said having 
Tebow would be an even bigger 
draw thanks to the heartthrob’s 
good looks and athletic ability.

“I think [Reyes] times 100,” 
he said. “This story and this 
player are as much People 
Magazine as he is Sports Il-
lustrated. So you’re getting 
the entertainment side of it as 
well as the sports side of it.”

Of course, there’s still a 
long way for Tebow to go be-

fore he suits up in a Cyclones 
uniform.

Tebow has never played 
professional baseball, and 
hasn’t played baseball compet-
itively since his junior year in 
high school more than a de-
cade ago.

That has left plenty of ques-
tion marks surrounding what 
he’ll be able to do on the fi eld, 
but if Tebow can make it to 
Brooklyn, his impact on the 
entire Cyclones franchise 
would be unprecedented.

“I’d imagine if he were 
here opening day 2017, which 
is very far off, but I mean 
that would be something that 
would be one of the [biggest] 
media turnouts we’ve had 
since the beginning of the 
franchise,” Harner said. 

“And that was the fi rst 
game in Brooklyn since the 
’50s.”

The Mets expect Tebow to 
spend about three weeks in 
the instructional league — 
where he’ll compete with play-
ers in their teens — and then 
move on to a winter league or 
more specialized, one-on-one 

workouts in Florida.
“There’s so many moving 

parts to this, because no one 
really knows what to expect 
from him,” Harner said. “He’s 
never played professional 
baseball before.”

Tebow is expected to play 
for the Mets in spring training 
next year where, according to 
Harner, “like everybody else, 
he’d be competing in spring 

training for a spot.”
Then, if everything goes 

well, he’d move on to the next 
level — including possibly 
landing in Brooklyn.

“At this point we’re kind 
of far off,” Harner said. “He’s 
got to get acclimated to profes-
sional baseball and get there 
and spend a little more time in 
St. Lucie. Then we’ll see where 
that goes.”

Tim Tebow in Brooklyn?
One-time Jet is now a Met — and he could play for the Cyclones

VISIONS OF THE FUTURE?: Our artists imagine Tim Tebow in a Brooklyn 
Cyclones uniform. Lookin’ good! CNG composite using AP image

Friends and family are welcome!
Complimentary refreshments provided.

1-844-247-1641
Register for one of these FREE educational programs by calling 

Sponsored by Takeda

Come hear about an ORAL
treatment option for
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• 9/22 :  - Residence Inn New York the Bronx at Metro Center 
• 9/27 :  - The Grand Hyatt- E. 42nd st 
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• 10/6 :  - Bay Ridge Manor, Brooklyn
• 10/15 :  - Hilton New York JFK Airport 

Featuring: Takeda Clinical Nurse Educator 
Cynthia Chrystal, RN, BSN, MS, OCN®

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:

Takeda Oncology and          are registered trademarks of Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited. 
Other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

Copyright © 2016, Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
All rights reserved.    Printed in the USA            USO/IXA/15/0159b        05/16
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people, not numbers

Here 
for you

Call 1-855-779-1020
or visit HFisHere.org

•  Find a quality health insurance plan that fits your 
needs and your budget

•  Get access to doctors, specialists, hospitals, and 
urgent care centers close to home

•  Enjoy plan benefits that give you coverage  
options, extra services, and peace of mind

When it’s time to think about getting a quality
health insurance plan, think of us first. Healthfirst.

Ratings are based on indicators chosen by the New York State 
Department of Health and published in its 2014 and 2015 
publication A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid Managed Care 
in NYC and on Long Island. Plans are offered by affiliates of 
Healthfirst, Inc. Plans contain exclusions and limitations. 
©2016 HF Management Services, LLC.              INA16_85(c)

Ann Falutico.
Building plans include more than 

two dozen classrooms, a 200-seat the-
ater, dedicated arts spaces, a gym, 
squash courts, and a swimming pool 
in the cellar. The lot is zoned C8-2 — a 
niche designation allowing very short 
buildings used as auto shops, city re-
cords show. Schools can typically only 
go up on land zoned for houses, accord-
ing to information from the Depart-
ment of City Planning.

Committee members asked Bay 
Ridge Prep to consider scaling back 
the top-fl oor theater or cellar pool to 
reduce the building’s size, but school 
offi cials pushed back, saying those 
amenities would serve the neighbor-
hood at large.

“This building is an opportunity 
for the community,” said Bay Ridge 
Prep co-founder Dr. Charles Fasano. 
“Our focus is the students, but the the-
ater and the pool can also be used to 
meet community needs.”

The performance space could be a 
home for a local music and theater groups, 
and the swimming pool could offset the 
area’s lack of publicly accessible pools.

Committee members were also con-

cerned about increased traffi c that the 
new school may generate.

The co-ed school currently uses 
seven buildings in Bay Ridge and is 
hoping to consolidate offi ces and its 
high school in the 89th Street build-
ing, Bay Ridge Prep offi cials said.

The board plans to vote on the pro-
posal during its general meeting on 
Oct. 17, but its decision is purely advi-
sory — the city’s Board of Standards 
and Appeals that ultimately decides if 
the school gets the zoning exception.

STATE OF THE ART: A bird’s-eye view of the 
new Bay Ridge Prep building planned for 
89th Street between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues. Bay Ridge Prep

Continued from cover

PREP

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They’re playing it by ear.

Singers in the Ridge Chorale 
hope to make a base of operations 
at Bay Ridge Prep’s proposed 89th 
Street high school — the only hitch 
is that the local community board is 
not on board with the school’s plan, 
because members say the six-story 
building may not harmonize with 
the low-rise area. 

The homeless chorale has hop-
scotched across Bay Ridge from one 
space to another since 1968, but rent-
ing theater space can be costly, and 
Bay Ridge Prep has offered to lend 
the Chorale the theater for a song, 
according to the director of the vocal 
local vocal group.

“I’m very excited for the possibil-
ity. The cost of theater is ridiculously 
expensive,” said Karen Tadross.

Theater space for rehearsals and 
productions can run the company 
more than $10,000, but Prep sees the 
group as an asset and plans to work 
out a deal with them if the city signs 
off on the school’s construction, a 

honcho there said.
“I think they’re providing a re-

ally valuable service to the commu-
nity,” said Charles Fasano, one of 
the school’s two heads. “It’s not easy 
for places to just open their doors, 
but we have a relationship with 
them and want to help them achieve 
their vision.”

The chorale worked with Fasano 
to help design the proposed theater, 
which would include an orchestra pit 
that can house up to 18 instruments 
and a “fl y wall” that allows scenery 
to be air lifted to the stage and stored 
in a space above the theater.

Prep needs the city’s permission 
to build on 89th Street near Fifth Av-
enue, because the land is not zoned 
for a school. Community Board 10’s 
land use committee  asked offi cials 
to scale back the designs  on Sept. 6. 
The full board plans to vote on the 
matter on Oct. 17, but its ruling is 
only advisory — the city’s Board of 
Standards and Appeals ultimately 
decides if the school gets the zoning 
exception.

Arts group would use Prep theater

The source for news in your neighborhood:



COURIER LIFE, SEPT. 16–22, 201618    B GM BR

Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
These drummers showed 
nerves of steel!

Ten steel pan bands from 
all over Brooklyn competed for 
the title of best in the borough 
at the New York Steelband 
Panorama competition at the 
Brooklyn Museum on Sept. 3. 

The musicians sacrifi ce 
countless hours to rehearse 
for the big event — part of the 
West Indian American Day 
Carnival — but it was all worth 
it once they got to show off all 
their hard work on stage, ac-
cording to the mother of one 
contender.

“The kids were excited when 
we got on stage,” said East Flat-
bush resident Carlene James, 
whose daughter Andrea is a 
member of the Crossfi re Steel 
band. “We had to skip a lot of 
vacations because she is very 
dedicated to the steel pan.” 

The show was special for 
Crossfi re, as Trinidadian soca 
star GBM Nutron joined the 
group on stage to perform his 
hit song “Scene,” James said.

“He was actually in front of 
them performing while they 
played,” he said. “Simply be-
ing on the stage with the en-
ergy and the excitement was 

so awesome.” 
Crossfi re ultimately won 

third place for its efforts, but it 
was the 100-member D’Radoes 
Steel Orchestra that took the top 
prize of $20,000 thanks to a well-
rehearsed performance of carni-
val song “Different Me,” accord-
ing to the band’s manager.

“The tune was played as 
well as they could play it,” said 
Tom Montvel-Cohen, D’Radoes’ 
manager. “They got up there 
and played with intensity, posi-
tivity, and unity — the vibe in 
that yard was so high because 
the music was so good and we 
have very good players.”

ARMS IN ACTION: (Above) The steel pan players compete for best band 
at the New York Steelband Panorama contest. (Center) Young drummers 
of the Casym Steel band represented the fl ags of Haiti and Trinidad. 
(Left) Andrea James and Malaki Joseph from the Crossfi re Steel Band 
pose for a picture before performing.  Photos by Angel Zayas

Steel-ing the show!
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 

better. And choosing the venue for your 

special occasions gets easier and easier, 

thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 
(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 

718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 

having the total attention and expertise of the staff 

focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 

discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 

hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 

ballroom, management recently spared no expense 

when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-

by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 

now done up with marble and granite accents for a 

look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 

the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-

est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 

a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 

and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 

yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one 

time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 

two or three or even more affairs. When you book 

Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 

person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 

assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 

the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-

ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 

directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 

Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-

ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 

their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-

mendations and on the special days yet to come 

in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 

will do everything in their power to be certain that 

the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-

ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 

staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 

success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-

timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 

to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 

central chandelier that will take your breath away. 

It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 

up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 

accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 

expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 

large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 

up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 

world of environments, which also includes an in-

timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 

water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 

wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 

can. And they proved that when they totally reno-

vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 

this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 

or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-

tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 

a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 

full-time professionals who know their business; 

not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 

world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-

books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 

added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 

Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 

on the premises to assure the highest in quality 

control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-

lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 

Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 

available during the weekdays for all types of social 

meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 

Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY LAUREN GILL
No sail! 

City honchos say they won’t be 
launching a hotly anticipated year-
round, daily ferry connection be-
tween Brooklyn and Governors Island 
anytime soon, despite previously say-
ing they could start one when their 
city-wide boat-transit service begins 
next year. Offi cials now claim the is-
land isn’t popular enough to warrant 
the extra leg yet, and say they won’t 
weigh anchor until there are more 
year-round businesses and attrac-
tions there.

“It’s always been a plan for that 
to be an option that we can activate 
when the time is right,” said Ma-
ria Torres-Springer, president of the 
city’s Economic Development Corpo-
ration, which will operate the new fer-
ries. “We have the ability to do it, it’s 
just a question of when it makes the 
most sense.”

Ironically, the news comes  just as 
the agency is launching  a new cam-
paign dubbed “Gov Island 365,” urg-
ing New Yorkers to suggest ways it 
can make the island a destination 
“where you could work, learn, and 
play year-round.” 

Brooklyn residents and pols have 
been doing that for years,  calling for a 
permanent vessel  to the island’s stun-
ning parks, historic sites, and the 
New York Harbor School, which  relo-
cated  from Bushwick to Governors Is-
land in 2010.

In October last year,  one of Torres-
Springer’s colleagues said  the city 
could create the route the same time 
it opens fi ve new ferry stops between 
Brooklyn Heights and Bay Ridge in 
January 2017, so long as the opera-
tor it selected for the gig was offering 
to do it for the right price. The city 
included a route between Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Governors Island, and 
Red Hook as an “option” for 2017  in its 
own maps .

But a spokesman now says money 
was never the issue — the island 
needs more development before the 
service will be worthwhile.

“It’s not an issue of cost, it’s an is-

sue of logistics,” said Economic De-
velopment Corporation rep Anthony 
Hogrebe.

Hogrebe wouldn’t say if a Gov-
ernors Island leg was part of  even-
tual winner Hornblower Cruises and 
Events ’ pitch, but said that the city 
is in talks with the new skipper now 
about starting the route “when it 
makes sense.” 

He added that the route will make 
the most sense once the island is a 
year-round destination. But for that 
to happen, of course, people need to be 
able to get there.

Currently, Brooklyn-to-Governors 
Island ferries only run on weekends 
from late May through September. 
Otherwise, island hoppers — in-
cluding the more than 400 students 
who make the trip to the maritime-
themed Harbor School from Septem-
ber through June — have to catch a 
boat from the outer borough of Man-
hattan.

The Harbor School was designed to 
help struggling students chart a new 
course in careers on the water, and 
offi cials  last year said a connection 
to Brooklyn would help more of those 
kids in Kings County access the spe-
cialty institution . 

Pols serving the borough’s shore-
line nabes  wrote a letter to Mayor 
DeBlasio in March  last year urging 
him to include a Governors Island 
leg in the new ferry system — and say 
they’re still pushing Hizzoner to keep 
it at the top of his list. 

“It’s important that EDC recog-
nizes year-round ferry access to 
Governors Island remains a commu-
nity priority,” said state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D–Brooklyn Heights), who 
put his John Hancock on the letter 
alongside Councilmen Steve Levin 
(D–Brooklyn Heights), Brad Lander 
(D–Carroll Gardens), state Sen. Dan-
iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn Heights) 
and others. “As Governors Island con-
tinues to grow, it’s critical that Brook-
lyn’s access also grows.”

The island’s fi rst year-round pub-
lic amenity — a day spa — will open 
next year.

Brooklyn marooned
City: Governors Island is not busy 

enough for year-round borough ferry 

DONE DEAL: East River Ferry riders can ride the high seas for the price of a subway trip 
once the citywide ferry service gets underway next year.
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Sinai Diagnostics is now offering 
non-surgical uterine Fibroid 
treatment. Outpatient UFE 
procedures are performed in the 
office, with minimal recovery time. 
Contact us for a consultation and 
let us help you be the best you 
can be. Don’t let chronic pelvic 

pain and anemia rule your life, 
take charge of your future. Our 
procedures do not require general 
anesthesia. Our board certified 
physicians are awaiting your 
phone call. Procedures are now 
covered by most insurance plans, 
including medicaid.

NEW YORK FIBROID TREATMENT CENTER OF SINAI DIAGNOSTICS CAN HELP YOU.

SUFFERING FROM HEAVY PERIODS DUE 
TO FIBROIDS? 

STOP YOUR SUFFERING NOW!

SINAI DIAGNOSTICS AND INTERVENTIONAL RADIOLOGY P.C. 

2560 Ocean Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-615-4100

PARTNERS AND SPONSORS, FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT WWW.KINGSLANDWILDFLOWERS.COM

JOIN THE 
NORTH BROOKLYN COMMUNITY IN 

Opening a New

GREEN ROOF & COMMUNITY CENTER 

FOOD, DRINKS, KIDS ACTIVITIES, LIVE MUSIC, AND FLOWERS!
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LARRY MAGID ENTERTAINMENT GROUP BY ARRANGEMENT WITH PATRICK SHART & ALAIN BOYACI PRESENTS

CHARLESAZNAVOUR.COM AZNAVOUROFFICIEL THEATERATMSG.COM@MrAznavour
WHEELCHAIR, COMPANION AND DESIGNATED AISLE SEATS, AND ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES AVAILABLE BY CALLING MSG’S DISABLED SERVICES DEPT. AT (212) 465-6034.

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BOX OFFICE,  OR CALL 866-858-0008

BY LAUREN GILL
Good street fairs make good neigh-
bors! 

Hundreds of Brooklynites con-
verged on Columbia Street on Satur-
day afternoon for the Carroll Gar-
dens Association’s annual Southwest 
Brooklyn Fall Festival, an event the 
civic group designed to promote neigh-
borliness amongst residents and entre-
preneurs in Carroll Gardens, Cobble 
Hill, and Red Hook, according to orga-
nizers. 

“The idea is to bring together neigh-
bors, local businesses, and community 
groups so they can meet each other 
and deepen collective relationships 
with the community,” said Ben Fuller-
Googins, the Carroll Gardens Associa-
tion’s program and planning director. 
“I think it was a big success.”

Nearly 1,000 people turned out to 
sample cuisine from local vendors in-
cluding Egyptian and Lebanese food 
hawker Mazzat, Blossom Ice Cream, 
and Dolce Brooklyn Gelato, and one at-
tendee said the sweet treats were espe-
cially memorable. 

“There was some really good local 
ice cream,” said Manon Veiterio, who 
also helped organize the event. “Over-
all, it was really fun, there was good 
energy and it was a great opportunity 
for people to meet their neighbors.”

But the day wasn’t just dessert — 

the Carroll Gardens Association’s 
chief goal is to create below-market-
rate housing and promote economic 
development in the area, so it also in-
vited community organizations such 
as childcare cooperatives and tenant 
advocacy groups to set up tables at the 
big bash so they could spread the word 
about their missions.

Local Americana band the Zigger-
nauts, singer-songwriter Wyndham 
Bayer, and a troupe from Red Hook’s 
Cora Dance school also performed at 
the fete. 

BACK TO THE ROOTS: The Ziggernauts un-
leashed their brand of roots rock Americana 
upon the festival.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

A neighborly festival

BY COLIN MIXSON
This honey is to die for! 

Green-Wood Cemetery is 
selling its own brand of the 
sticky spread dubbed “the 
Sweet Hereafter” and made 
on-site by a few thousand of 
the graveyard’s six-legged 
tenants, who, while alive and 
buzzing, fi t right into Brook-
lyn’s largest necropolis, ac-
cording to their keeper.

“There’s not that many 
great places to keep bees in 
New York City,” said Green-
Wood beekeeper Davin Lar-
son. “Not a lot of people have 
backyards and there’s no 
farmland, so Greenwood is a 
nice little oasis for them.”

The sprawling boneyard 
is home to some 580,000 
corpses, but it is also full of 
life, with thousands of pol-
len-producing plants, such 
as cherry trees and rhodo-
dendron, nestled between the 
headstones and crypts.

And that is exactly what 
the cemetery’s 100,000 bees 
need to make delicious, syr-
upy honey, which comes in a 

range of distinct fl avors in-
cluding mint and tangerine 
due to the burial ground’s di-
verse fl ora, staff say.

“There were a lot of com-
plex fl avors,” said Green-
Wood manager of develop-
ment John Connolly.

Green-Wood brought the 

bees into Brooklyn’s fi nal 
resting place in spring 2015, 
in an effort to fi ght the re-
cent rise of so-called colony 
collapse disorder — an unex-
plained phenomena in which 
millions of worker bees are 
suddenly vanishing from 
their hives, leaving their 

queen behind, according to 
Connolly.

“With colony collapse 
disorder and the sort of bad 
management of pest spray-
ing, we felt it’s really vital 
that we protect our bee popu-
lations,” he said.

That said, the money’s in 

the honey, and the bees will 
have to pay for themselves if 
they want to keep their place 
in paradise, he added.

“We’re trying to see if we 
can break even on the care of 
the hives and the jarring and 
production of honey,” Con-
nolly said. “Altruistic things 
aside, we can’t lose money on 
this proposition.”

But, as far as the bees are 
concerned, room and board 
in Green-Wood is well worth 
the cost in honey, according 
to Larson, who also manages 
three hives on a Fort Greene 
rooftop and says his grave-
yard bees, as compared to 
their uptown cousins, live 
the Life of Riley.

“They have more foliage, 
they’re right next to a lake, 
they’re beneath a willow 
tree, so they have shade,” he 
said. “I’d say they’re doing a 
lot better at Green-Wood.”

The cemetery will start 
hawking jars of honey near 
its 25th Street entrance 
within the next two to three 
weeks. 

MAKING A BUZZ: Green-Wood Cemetery’s beekeeper Davin Larson shows off some of the graveyard’s brand-
new honey makers. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

YOU BETTER BEE-LIEVE IT! 
Green-Wood Cemetery employing swarm for making its own honey



COURIER LIFE, SEPT. 16–22, 2016 23  B GM BR



COURIER LIFE, SEPT. 16–22, 201624    B GM BR

PARK SLOPE

Standing O hears that Mark J. 

Mundy, long-time president and chief 
executive offi cer at New York Meth-

odist Hospital, will be hanging up his 
briefcase and retiring after 26 years 
of leadership in December. He is the 
eighth president and chief executive 
offi cer, having assumed the reins in 
1990.

The healing center is now on the 
lookout, nationwide, for someone to 
fi ll his shoes.

“After more than quarter-century 
of steadfast leadership, we congratu-
late Mark Mundy on a well-deserved 
retirement,” said Reverend John E. 

Carrington, chairman of the Board 
of Trustees. “Under Mark’s direction, 
our more-than-a-century-old hospital 
underwent a stunning transformation 
to the modern, acute-care teaching 
hospital it is today.”

It has been an honor and privilege 
to help meet the healthcare needs of 
Brooklyn’s residents for more than 25 
years, said Mark.

“Working with the more than 4,000 
dedicated professionals who have 
served our Brooklyn communities has 
been an honor,” he said.

Standing O wishes the exiting exec-
utive a well-deserved retirement. 

New York Methodist Hospital [506 
Sixth St. between Seventh and Eight 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 780–3000].

BOROUGH WIDE

Hear them roar!
The Greater New York Councils 

of the Boy Scouts of America will 
participate in the Boy Scouts’ new 
Lion Cub program, kicking off this 
fall. The program is designed to intro-
duce kindergarten-age boys and their 
families to the fun and values of scout-
ing at an earlier age than previously 
offered.

Cubs will learn the traditional 
scouting concepts of character devel-
opment, personal fi tness, citizenship, 
and leadership skills through activi-

ties and events that are designed for 
kindergarteners and their families. 

“The new Lion program provides 
dynamic and creative experiences that 
ignite the imagination and prepare the 
boys for the benefi ts of scouting,” said 
Ethan Draddy, scout executive.

At the end of a year, cubs can con-
tinue to other scouting programs that 
are offered.

Boys must be 5 years old this fall to 
enroll.

Boy Scouts of America (www.
beascout.scouting.org).

Oops!
Every so often Standing O makes 

a boo-boo!
Usually the gaffs are caught way 

before you ever see them, but there 
are times when those pesky mis-
steps get through. 

• Game, set, match: Tamila La-

tiff-Zade, teen tennis champ, grad-
uated from James Madison High 

School in our own fair borough and 
not a school in the Bronx. Thanks 
to teacher and coach Matthew A. 

Nanes for the heads up.
• Reaching the American 

Dream: 50 scholars from Heart-

Share St. Vincent’s Services are 
enrolled in college this fall, not 
graduates. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Kind and giving St. Edmund 

Prep students, including Joshua 

Beaton, Chelsea Bettancourt, 

Edward Carr, Vincent Carucci, 

Kellie Diodato, Christina Cola-

suonno, Bridget Harte, Marissa 

Moran, and Samantha Ruggiero, 
along with members of the faculty, 
including Phil Fama, Marie Ger-

aci, Jim Grillo, and Deacon Ron 

Rizzuto spent part of their summer 
vacation in an outreach program 
and week of service in Philadelphia, 
under the direction of the St. Vin-

cent de Paul Center for Young 

Adult Service Experiences.

The teens worked in various lo-
cations performing many tasks, in-
cluding sorting donated clothes at a 
mission, doing arts and crafts with 
seniors, and organizing the food 
pantry at St. Raymond’s House. 

No job was too small or too diffi cult 

for the vollies to put their pedal to 
the metal and their faith into ac-
tion.

The group also learned about the 
plight of  the impoverished, partic-
ipating in the “meal on a budget” 
plan requiring them to plan a meal 
for a family of six on just $7. The stu-
dents had to shop for the ingredi-
ents, then cook the meal. After this 
exercise they learned just what it’s 
like to be without basic essentials.

This and other programs at St. 
Edmund’s have raised tons of dough 
through the Hunger Awareness 

Challenge to help families in our 
borough. 

Another group is slated to travel 
to Cuba on Sept. 18 to donate money 
to day care centers.

Standing O says, “Thank you, 
and safe journey.” 

St. Edmund Preparatory High 
School [2474 Ocean Ave. at Avenue T 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 743–6100].

Happy trails on his retirement

Going out and about for outreach

BAY RIDGE

Treatment options
Square-shaped or pear-

shaped, these kidney stones are 
no friend! 

“Many of my patients have 
described a kidney stone as one 
of the most painful things they 
have ever experienced,” said Dr. 

Frederick Gulmi, chief of urol-
ogy at NYU Lutheran, who has 
some handy tips to alleviate the 
discomfort. 

There are many treatment op-
tions available at NYU Lutheran, 
and the fi rst thing that is impor-
tant, according to Dr. Gulmi, is to 
determine the stone’s size, shape, 
and location within the urinary 
tract. Then doctors can make a 
treatment plan.

“Medication and noninvasive 
efforts to fl ush out the stone are 
the fi rst course of action to con-
sider,” he added. 

If it doesn’t move on its own, 
other methods to treat the stone 
include extracorporeal shock 
wave lithotripsy — yowza! 
There’s also ureteroscopy, which 
involves coursing the thinnest 
of scopes through the ureter to 
grab or pulverize the stone using 
a laser, and percutaneous neph-
rolithotripsy, a technique using 
a thin needle to gain access to 
larger kidney stones.

Over the course of his career 
Dr. Gulmi has seen the specialty 
of urology undergo monumental 
changes. 

“The challenge of diagnosing 
and treating urologic diseases, 
including kidney stones, cancer 
of the urinary system, including 
bladder and prostate cancer, have 
benefi ted from advances in clini-
cal research as well as in techno-
logical innovations,” he said. “At 
NYU Lutheran, we have the ex-
pertise and technology that can 
achieve the most optimal uro-
logic surgical outcome for our pa-
tients.”

Here’s a Standing O from kid-
ney stone sufferers everywhere 
thanks NYU Lutheran, and Dr. 
Gulmi! 

NYU Lutheran Medical Arts 
Pavilion [8714 Fifth Ave. at 87th 
Street in Bay Ridge,  (718) 630–
8600].

LENDING A HAND: St. Edmund Prep students and faculty spent a week in Philadelphia 
helping out in various locations as part of the Summer Outreach program.
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L E T  O U R  F A M I L Y  H E L P  Y O U R  
F A M I L Y  I N  Y O U R  T I M E  O F  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224  718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple cremation, 
simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment

  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan 
for only $25-$50  
a month

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
“When a Mossad mission 
goes horribly wrong, only one 
agent can save the day!”

The tantalizing screamer 
is a teaser of the red meat 
each page hurls into the vo-
racious jaws of the reader of 
Roni Dunevich’s gritty spy 
shocker, “Ring of Lies.”

The high-speed, contem-
porary potboiler of violence, 
cold-hard calculation, and 
industrial-strength chutz-
pah is the internationally 
best-selling Israeli crime 
writer’s stateside debut of his 
suspenseful Alex Bartal se-
ries, which was serialized in 
Israel’s biggest newspaper.

It’s a nail-biter from the 
get-go.

Bartal is director of oper-
ations at Israeli intelligence 
agency Mossad, a job requir-
ing the hardscrabble sleuth 
to sleep with one eye open on 
good days, but the week that 
follows brings him to the 
brink of disaster when one 
of his agents is kidnapped 
during a top-secret assign-

ment to capture, work over, 
and kill an Iranian general. 
The toppled plot triggers the 
deaths — one member at a 
time — of a sleeper-cell net-
work of Mossad spies, propel-
ling a series of intensifying 
calamities that drip, drip, 
drip a trail of blood, treach-
ery, and infamy across two 
continents.

Convinced of a mole 

within Mossad, Bartal hot-
foots to Europe and Asia to 
hunt and destroy the turn-
coat, his adrenaline-packed, 
action-mobbed investigation 
ascending to the highest lev-
els of international espionage 
and government — and sink-
ing into the deepest recesses 
of a tortured past. Along the 
way, we make the acquain-
tance of enigmatic sleepers 
from the Ring of the Nibel-
ungs — named for Richard 
Wagner’s German-language 
epic music dramas based 
loosely on characters from 
the Norse sagas — and a cast 
of unsavory actors, includ-
ing “The Disfi gured One,” 
“The Pockmarked One,” and 
“The Bald One Without Eye-
brows.”

Bartal’s relentless pursuit 
unleashes personal demons 
that clash with Europe’s 
murky and troubled history, 
and make him wonder if he 
is hunting an apparition or a 
merciless murderer who will 
stop at nothing to achieve his 
deadly purpose.

Mossad is the break-out 
star, riveting readers to the 
inscrutable operatives and 
clandestine operations of 
the Israeli spy intelligence 
agency which brought Nazi 
war criminal Adolf Eich-
mann to justice.

Dunevich’s inaugural 
English-language novel in 
his award-winning Alex 
Bartal series is liquid prose, 
tumbling drop by drop like a 
rich brandy — this reviewer 
gulped it down, cover to 

cover, in a weekend! 
Its nail-biting journey 

through the lairs and laby-
rinths of intercontinental 
undercover work is already 
out in paperback and capti-
vating whodunit fans across 
America.

“Ring of Lies” [HarperCol-
lins, 480 pages, 2016, $15.99].

Roni Dunevich was born 
in 1961 in Tel Aviv, Israel. He 
began his literary career as 
a copywriter and a strategic 
consultant. 

THIS MYSTERY IS SOLVED
Israeli author’s ‘Ring of Lies’ spy tome makes its thrilling stateside debut

CLOAK N’ DAGGER: The novel is 
a nail-biting journey of interconti-
nental espionage. ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995
48k miles, Stk#23027

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495 $7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995BUY 
FOR: BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995

$16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$8,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#245900
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

45k miles, Stk#23210

$39,995
‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#25763

$15,995 $15,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,995

$38,950
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,995
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To the editor,
I can sympathize with Allan Ros-

en’s comments because I’m all for 
safety, whether it’s bike riding or 
driving. (“Reader: ‘The city screwed 
us in Sheepshead Bay’, Sound off to 
the Editor, Sept.2).

He also made a comment about 
the traffic plan and the B36. So they 
changed the bus stop. Get over it! 
The train station is only one short 
block away, and walking is good for 
the heart. The B4 stops there too, and 
there are people on the B4 that walk 
to the train station with no problem. 
You want to make complaints, I’ll 
give you a few. 

First, I see some people riding 
their bikes on the sidewalk. Peo-
ple and children walk on the side-
walks — you’re not allowed to ride 
on the sidewalk unless you’re under 
14 years old. I don’t see it being en-
forced. Second, there are people still 
driving while texting and talking 
on the phone. You’re not supposed to 
do that, but again, it’s not being en-
forced. I also noticed some drivers 
don’t stop at the stop signs.

There are people who don’t re-
spect other people’s quality of life. I 
see people throw garbage on the floor 
when there’s plenty of garbage cans 
around. I see dog poop on the side-
walks and in front of homes when 
you’re supposed to pick it up. Some 
people even toss their poop bags on 
the ground!

So you see, Allan, know nobody 
really cares about what we have 
to say. Why does the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority have town 
meetings with the public when it al-
ready decided to raise the fare? Why 
does Mayor DeBlasio have $5 million 
for another Utica Avenue subway sta-
tion when he could use the money for 
better use? 

What the higher-ups do or don’t 
do just boggles my mind. Then you 
wonder why some people move out of 
New York.

Name withheld upon request

To the editor,
If  Shelley Zeppernick had care-

fully read my letter, nowhere did 
I say motorists were “blameless” 
(“Richie on auto,” Sound off to the 

Editor, Sept. 9).
My letter was basically about the 

city’s policy of implementing their 
muni-meters, bike lanes, Citi Bike 
docks that eliminate street parking, 
street narrowing, and other poli-
cies without community input. I said 
that many bicyclists and pedestri-
ans have this mentality that they are 
above the laws made to protect all, 
drivers included. 

Vision Zero will never succeed 
unless all modes do their part. In my 
daily driving — which I do safely, 
thank you Shelley — the bikes are 
still the worst offenders of any laws, 
and of course are rarely called out on 
it. Richard Hecht

 Bay Ridge

To the editor,
Shavana Abruzzo’s “Say can’t you 

see? Col fumbles the anthem” (A Brit-
isher’s View, Sept. 9) tells it like it is, 
and should be required reading in 
our schools.

Clueless San Francisco 49ers 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick re-
fused to stand for the National An-
them because he believes that Amer-
ica is oppressing black people, and 
that cops are murdering them — the 
false narrative of black activists.

Our post-WW II history dis-
agrees with Kaepernick. Our coun-
try has gone above and beyond the 
call of duty to make the black com-
munity inclusive. In 1964 President 
Lyndon Johnson signed both the 
Civil Rights Act and the War on Pov-
erty Act into law specifically to help 
minorities. Since then costly laws 
and guidelines favoring minorities, 
such as affirmative action and quota 
systems, have been front-and-center, 
and still, after more than two gener-
ations, the black community lags be-
hind in education, employment and 
functional families. 

America has elected black offi-
cials, most notably Barack Obama, 
but that fact escaped out dim-witted 
quarterback. It is Democrats, in-
cluding Obama, who refused to en-
act policies that would help black 
children in failing schools, such as 
school vouchers. The “bodies in the 
streets” Kaepernick has referenced 
are the bodies of black criminals, of 
ambushed cops, and innocent vic-
tims of black-on-black crime, like the 
ones in this year’s J’ouvert parade in 
Crown Heights. If Kaepernick both-
ered to check the criminal records 

of those shot by cops, he would likely 
see lengthy arrest records signifying 
dysfunctional lives.

In the Rio Olympics, Army Re-
serve 2nd Lieutenant Sam Kendricks 
was in the running phase of his pole 
vault event when he heard the Na-
tional Anthem playing. He immedi-
ately dropped his pole and saluted, 
which to 2nd Lt. Kendricks was more 
important than winning an Olympic 
medal. Elio Valenti

Brooklyn

To the editor,
First day of school and already a 

gun was brought in. At least the su-
pervisors can’t say that the teacher 
wasn’t motivating the child. This 
recalcitrant should be transferred 
to Eva Moskowitz’s schools, so we 
can see first hand the miracles that 
she can make. It will just be another 
year of dismal test results and ut-
ter mayhem if students go undisci-
plined. 

This recalcitrant probably came 
from the J’ouvert festival. When will 
our mayor, chancellor, and other offi-
cials learn that no learning will take 
place until there is rigid discipline in 
our schools? Ed Greenspan

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
Captain Faison, I read your inter-

view (“Checkin’ in with … 61st Pre-
cinct’s Capt. Winston Faison” By Ju-
lianne Cuba, online July 25).

You speak of respect, community 
relations, and police involvement 
with the community they reside in. 
The NYPD’s Finest live across the 
street from me. Their concept of com-
munity relations is leadership by ar-
rogance, not example. They always 
park on both sides of the traffic me-
dian where it states “No Standing 
Anytime.” Their bicycles have been 
chained and covered with tarps for 
the last two years on the “One Way 
Signs” and the “No Standing at Any 
Time” signs (no room where they live 
and they have never ridden them).  
No one with an NYPD (also FDNY) 
plaque gets ticketed.

They have loud parties way past 
11 pm out on the front yard. Last year 
my neighbor and I had enough at 2 
am. We both called across the street 
our NYPD example-setting neigh-
bors came on the building’s property 
demanding to know who was tell-

ing them to be quiet. They were full-
blown intoxicated and demonstrated 
community respect by telling us both 
“F… you.” 

When you speak about your 
“rules” think about this: If the level 
of contempt and disrespect for the 
neighborhood the NYPD live in is so 
blatant and tolerated (no tickets for 
them), I can see why there are issues 
of resentment and mistrust in the 
communities where they work.

We are all good neighbors and 
people here in Sheepshead Bay. Let’s 
demand the same from our police, 
firefighters, and other public employ-
ees who live in our neighborhoods.

Name withheld upon request

To the editor,
The Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority and the city seems 
to have deserted the Trump Village 
and Warbasse area. We have lost 
the Barnes System, in which all the 
lights change at the same time. In-
stead, we have cars turning from two 
directions, not waiting for people to 
cross the street.  

There are many seniors with 
walkers who cannot cross the street 
quickly.  We need to get the Barnes 
System back. This is a dangerous in-
tersection. 

We also have no elevator or es-
calator service on the F and Q sub-
ways, making it difficult to access 
the subway. The MTA says there are 
not enough people using the subway 
lines, but that is not true. There are 
many people in both developments 
who go to work every day and have 
to climb four or five staircases in or-
der to access the subway. Many re-
tirees would like to use the subway 
— if it was more usable. Too many 
stairs make it impossible for them 
to use.

Also, there is no way to get to 
Cropsey Avenue. There is no bus ser-
vice from Neptune Avenue and W. 
Fifth Street to Cropsey. We cannot 
shop at any of the stores or go to the 
diner — and as our shopping center 
has become a ghost town and we can-
not even get a cup of coffee.  It would 
be nice be able to get to Cropsey.  I’m 
sure the stores would love to have 
our business.

It is time for the MTA, and the city 
to stop ignoring us and give us the 
services we pay taxes for.

Elaine Berger

Trump Village

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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 remember being angry for 
at least seven years that our 
then feckless and incom-

petent President George W. 
Bush could not bring Osama 
Bin Laden to justice for his 
declaration of war on 9-11.

On that tragic day, I re-
member being dumbfounded 
that the world’s largest super-
power did not have the proper 
intelligence to stop an attack 
from a ragtag bunch of state-
less terrorists. Isn’t that why 
we pay so much of our taxes 
to support our country’s mas-
sive defense infrastructure 
— for the CIA, the FBI, mili-
tary intelligence?

Three weeks before 9-11 
Osama Bin Laden warned of 
“an unprecedented attack on 
America.” How could George 
Bush and Dick Cheney, the 
worst president and veep in 
modern American history, 
miss that audacious warn-
ing? Later we learned that 
CIA director George Tenet 
tried to alert the administra-
tion to the unusual chatter 

from terrorists, but his alarm 
went unheeded in those dog 
days of summer.

When George Bush was 
elected (in a corrupt counting 
of votes in Florida that stole 
the election from Al Gore), 

the die was cast. After eight 
years of peace and prosper-
ity under Clinton–Gore, our 
country was sent down a rab-
bit hole under leadership that 
was unqualified and which 
took us into two misguided 
wars that ravaged the Middle 
East and then our country’s 
economy.

Bush–Cheney sent our 
young troops to Afghanistan 
and Iraq to fight against the 
wrong people while the Most-
Wanted Man since Adolf Hit-
ler was able to operate unfet-
tered to plot more evil.

It was only a decade later, 
when Hillary Clinton was 
Secretary of State and Ba-
rack Obama was President, 
that we were able to hunt 
down Bin Laden in Pakistan 
and skillfully execute the 
man responsible for nearly 
3,000 deaths on 9-11.

I was thinking about this 
as I watched the 9-11 services 
this past Sunday. It made me 
realize how vitally important 
it is that we elect the right 

president in November.
We cannot elect an incom-

petent president like George 
Bush again. Our country 
barely survived his eight 
years of reckless leadership, 
first in allowing 9-11 to oc-
cur, then in rushing to war 
in the wrong places and then, 
finally, in a near total eco-
nomic collapse.

This is the scenario that 
once again could unfold if we 
elect a man who is clearly un-
fit for office. Who, like Bush, 
is an anti-intellectual who 
will not read intelligence 
briefings, who will lead from 
his gut.

We need a leader like Hil-
lary, who pushed Obama to 
finally execute Bin Laden, 
who spent four years inten-
sively crisscrossing the globe 
trying to maintain peace and 
important alliances.

Of course she is a flawed 
candidate. She made a mis-
take in voting in favor of the 
Iraq war. She did not handle 
Benghazi well.

But none of that should in 
any way distract us from the 
stark choice ahead — Hillary 
Clinton is a smart, tough, 
thorough woman who will 
sweat the details of govern-
ing. She will not make the 
mistakes that Bush made, the 
potentially tragic mistakes 
that I fear her opponent, Don-
ald Trump, will make.

On this solemn day, as I 
watch the news of Hillary 
Clinton’s feeling unwell, I 
pray for her health. She is the 
only thing standing between 
us and another four years of 
unqualified leadership.

We now know from the ex-
perience of 9-11, Iraq and the 
Great Recession of 2007, what 
bad leadership can do to our 
great country.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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his past Sunday marked 
the 15th anniversary of 
9-11.

It’s hard to believe that so 
much time has passed, and yet 
it still seems like yesterday. 
In those first few days when 
first responders were sift-
ing through noxious, poison-
ous rubble — hoping against 
all hope to find someone that 
had survived — the chemical 
fumes of burned jet fuel, office 
furniture, and concrete dust 
filled the air. As far away as my 
neighborhood in Gravesend, 
the air was heavy with the 
smell of smoke. I can just imag-
ine how bad it was in that pit.

I remember Christine Todd 
Whitman, the head of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
at the time, telling those that 
spent hour after hour, day af-
ter day, digging and searching 
that all was safe and that there 
was nothing to worry about.

All these years gone, Ms. 
Whitman now says she was 

sorry she gave that all-clear. 
How very wrong she was — 
along with all those experts 
that said it was “okay” to con-
tinue to dig, only to discover 
that it wasn’t safe at all.

Ms. Whitman apologized 

right before the anniversary 
saying, “People have died be-
cause I made a mistake.”

So many first responders 
that volunteered their time 
and skill have come down with 
cancers of all manner. Even 
the rescue dogs were afflicted 
— some were diagnosed within 
a short time after 9-11, others 
lasted a bit longer, and still 
there are more even today that 
can attribute ill health to that 
fateful tragedy.

How very noble of her. Now 
if we can only convince those 
members of congress that sit 
very far away from any dan-
ger that she was indeed very 
wrong and that they need to 
pass whatever measures are 
necessary to protect those af-
fected and their families. 

Not for Nuthin™, the apol-
ogy was nice, but it was just 
a little too little and a lot too 
late.

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

rust Hillary 
Clinton to 
make a tele-

novela’s worth of 
turning points and 
juicy scandals more 
tedious than back-
to-back seminars on 
fish-farm management.

Ho-hum Hill broke new 
ground as America’s first fe-
male presidential nominee, 
sleepwalking her way to the 
general election 96 years af-
ter her gender received the 
vote, but the historic part was 
the former secretary of state 
received the fanfare of a wet 
weekend — no passion, no pot-
clanging, no hoo-ha.

It was an apt rejoinder for 
a puffed-up pol who investi-
gated Watergate as a rookie 
lawyer, but sank herself into 
bigger disgraces as a public of-
ficial, jeopardizing national se-
curity with her e-mail debacle 
and saddling the country with 
the gloomy prospect — if she’s 
elected — of inaugurating the 
first president ever to enter of-

fice under federal investiga-
tion.

Hillary’s dim-wittedness 
has been as clear as her ques-
tionable alliances, pay-for-play 
schemes, conflicted interests, 
and rogue judgements — going 
back 40 years! — that she’s sure 
to drag into the Oval Office if 
America bellies up at the polls.

It is a ball and chain:

hole up her secret server in a 
Colorado loo, allowing her to 
commit federal crimes with 
impunity, including avoiding 
the Freedom of Information 
Act and defying the 2009 Fed-
eral Records Act.

official documents stood for 
classified, despite spending 
four years globe-trotting to 112 

nations and travers-
ing 956,733 miles — 
enough to circle the 
globe more than 38 
times! — as Earth’s 
top diplomat and the 
most traveled secre-
tary of state in his-

tory.

e-mails wound up in Russia’s 
murky mitts, making black-
mailing her a slam dunk for 
the Kremlin.

for not remembering her an-
swers to FBI questions.

Heroic Marine Jason Bre-
zler was dumped for using his 
private e-mail account to warn 
his colleagues about an Afghan 
police chief’s alleged terror 
ties, but self-serving Hillary — 
who once listed her old shoes 
and used underwear as chari-
table deductions on tax forms 
— continues to evade justice 
while committing the bigger 
crime of boring us to death.

Follow me on Twitter @Brit-
Shavana

y now, everyone is fa-
miliar with Hillary 
Clinton’s coughing 

fits.
Have you seen the pho-

tos and video clips of her 
coughing? Those that have 
are sure to have noticed 
how she coughed into a 
closed fist — that is what we 
were taught when we were 
in the first grade.

The closed-fist rule is 
now obsolete. It is not cor-
rect to cough into a fist and 
then shake hands with a fan, 
coworker, employee, con-
stituent, or anyone. Shak-
ing hands with that closed 
fist is just another way of 
spreading a contagious bac-
terium. The proper way to 
cough is to cough into the 
inside of your elbow — then 
shake hands with a clean 
palm. Did you hear that Hil-
lary?

If the Clinton Founda-
tion is so charitable, why 
did it not send assistance 
to our people in Louisiana? 
Hillary was busy with fund-
raisers, and our president 
was busy playing golf. Af-
ter Trump showed up with 
an 18-wheeler filled with 
supplies, the POTUS was 
embarrassed into cutting 
his vacation short so that 
he could visit the flood-rav-
aged area — a bit late and 
everybody saw through it.

“You’re welcome” has 
become “No problem.” 
When did that happen? And 
when did “macaroni” be-
come “pasta”? The dynamic 
English language is always 
growing.

When did “coming at-
tractions” become “trail-
ers”?

I don’t drink, and I ad-
mit that I don’t know any-
thing about wine. I recently 
learned that my friends re-
ally don’t either.

Before a recent dinner 
party, I ran over to Aldi’s 
and bought nine assorted 
bottles of wine priced from 
$3 up to 12 and change. 
Know that those who drank, 
which was almost everyone, 
loved the two-buck Chuck 
best. The two-buck Chucks 
(which are now $3) were en-
joyed better than the wines 
that were three and four 
times as expensive.

At the next dinner party, 
I intend to stick to the less 
expensive bottles, and I will 
save myself a bit more than 
just a few dollars.

The FBI director came 
into the game with a pris-
tine reputation as a stand-
up guy. He blew it, and now 
the world knows that he 
cannot be trusted. Even my 
friends on the left — and I 
do have many friends on the 
left — say that he should not 
be trusted.

Having a gun is like hav-
ing a parachute. If you need 
one and don’t have one, 
there’s very little chance 
that you will ever need one 
again.

How many times does 
Trump use the word “tre-
mendous” while talking 
at a rally? I stopped count-
ing at 12, and the rally was 
still going when I turned it 
off. How about the word “in-
credible”?

Why is it so necessary 
to feed a guilty murderer 
who is about to be executed 
an extravagant last meal of 
steaks, shrimp, and lobster? 
He’s going to die soon any-
way. Give a hungry mur-
derer a peanut butter sand-
wich on old white bread. I 
am StanGershbein@Bell-
south.net wishing for two 
things:

1. He gets that peanut 
butter sandwich while wait-
ing to be hanged, and

2. He’s allergic to pea-
nuts.

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’
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 recent New York Times’ 
description of LaGuar-
dia Airport bore a cer-

tain resemblance to the End 
Times. As Patrick McGeehan 
reported on one particularly 
terrible, very bad, no good day 
last month:

“Harried travelers aban-
doned cars and navigated the 
clogged Grand Central Park-
way — the main highway serv-
ing LaGuardia — on foot with 
suitcases in tow. Such traffic 
debacles have become so com-
mon that seasoned fliers and 
travel bloggers have recom-
mended avoiding LaGuardia 
altogether, perhaps for years 
to come.”

This called to mind the eve-
ning I’d flown home earlier in 
the summer to find a line of 
perhaps 200–300 people wait-
ing for a taxi. I whipped out 
my phone and videotaped it 
the way you’d video a funnel 
cloud, or mud slide. 

And those were people who 
weren’t going to miss a plane! 
Anyone trying to depart has 
been advised by the Transpor-
tation Security Administra-
tion to arrive at LaGuardia a 
minimum of two hours before 

takeoff. So, last week, I did.
For a 1 pm fight on Ameri-

can I got to the airport at 10:30 
am via the amazingly efficient 
bus from the 74th Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue Station. To 
my shock, everything seemed 
efficient when I arrived, too. 
The check-in lines were van-
ishingly short, the lady at the 
bookstore delightfully chatty, 
and the security line, pleas-
antly swift and groping-free. 
I felt I could almost hold onto 
a bottle of water, it was that 

sane. Cheerfully I entered Ter-
minal C to look for gate C37 
and saw the sign: 

Gates C1–14.
Hmm. 
“I just walked all the way 

to the end,” a lady told me as 
we meandered around be-
fore discovering a little desk 
where a harried employee was 
explaining that Terminal C is 
now in two different buildings 
at once, physics be damned. 

To get to the parallel uni-
verse C requires a shuttle bus, 
something that must throw 
off any travelers who allotted 
themselves just a few minutes 
to walk to their gate. And to 
get to the shuttle bus requires 
schlepping down a bunch of 
sad, service-entrance steps 
with your luggage or, in the 
case of one family I was watch-
ing, your luggage, you two ba-
bies, and your double stroller. 
No elevator, no offer of help. 
Welcome American Airlines 
passengers! 

The shuttle bus winds its 
way past the New York of 1977: 
Piles of traffic barriers loom-
ing next to loading docks pro-
tected by the dingy plastic 
strips you see at the car wash. 

All it’s missing is a blackout.
“I’ve never seen an airport 

so messy,” Sravya Bandi, an 
I.T. analyst down from Mon-
treal, told me.

But then you get off the 
bus, drag your luggage (and 
kids and double stroller) up 
three flights of stairs, and sud-
denly: Oz!

This terminal is gleaming! 
It’s more than respectable, it 
elegantly refutes the famous 
Joe Biden quote, “If I blind-
folded you and took you to La-
Guardia Airport, you [would] 
think, ‘I must be in some third 
world country.’ ”

Why, none of the seats here 
are ripped. No weird brown 
stains are spreading across 
the ceiling. And there’s nary 
an Auntie Anne’s Pretzel to be 
gnawed. 

Okay, the parking is im-
possible and “There is clearly 
not enough room to drop peo-
ple off,” said Marie DeParis, a 
television marketing exec on 
her way to Florida. “But once 
you walk inside and get past 
security, it’s beautiful!”

The travelers I spoke to 
from Ghana, Ukraine, and 
even New Jersey marveled at 

the futuristic décor, including 
a restaurant so sleek one man 
wasn’t sure how to order.

“I kept trying to signal a 
waiter,” he said, “until some-
one explained, ‘No, you order 
using the iPad.’ ”

Bo Miller, a 42-year-old vet-
eran from Charlotte, NC, said 
he found the prices futuristic, 
too.

“I just had a burger and the 
smallest ginger ale I ever had, 
for $21.”

But, he added, the burger 
was good.

Yes, there will be years of 
construction along with un-
told parking woes. There may 
still be those days like the one 
a traveler named Will recalled 
from his most recent LaGuar-
dia trip; “We were 44th in line 
for takeoff.”

But for those of us trauma-
tized by the old LaGuardia, 
the Airport of Despair, the 
new terminal hints of brighter 
days to come. 

After some delays.
Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 

speaker, author and founder of 
the book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at Rea-
son.com. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY SARAH DOUGAN
Regular Joes and 
G.I. Joes tested their 
strength side by side at 
Fort Hamilton’s Civil-
ian Military Combine 
on Sept. 10.

Local exercise-lov-
ers, fi rst responders, 
and active-duty soldiers 
pushed themselves to 
the limit through 24 mil-
itary-grade obstacles. 
Finishing could be a 
real battle, but it helped 
to have allies, accord-
ing to one upstater who 
came with a group of 
friends.

“The participation, 
encouragement, cama-
raderie — it was all great,” 
said fi rst-time participant Da-
vid Schweizer.

Before they took off 
running, contestants got 
warmed up in The Pit — a 
timed challenge where fit-
ness freaks had five min-
utes to swing as many kettle 
bells, do as many lunges, and 
lift as many barbells as they 
could. It sounds grueling, 

but some veteran combine-
ers made it feel much easier, 
Schweizer said.

“There was this guy in The 
Pit — clearly military, maybe 
even a drill sergeant — who 
was getting everyone amped 
up,” he said. “He was so pas-
sionate and spoke so highly of 
the military. He got everyone 
excited.”

Of course, participants felt 

the burn by the end, another 
said.

“With everything com-
bined, I started to feel it in 
my legs,” said fi rst-timer Nick 
Mellusi.

Some of the combine’s pro-
ceeds will go to the base’s Mo-
rale, Welfare, and Recreation 
Program, which offers fi tness 
and entertainment for soldiers 
and their families.

HARBOR WATCH
In the immediate aftermath 
of 9-11, one 30-year-old com-
bat camera sailor took a pho-
tograph that leapt out of news 
coverage to deliver a needed 
jolt of hope: A huge American 
fl ag draped down the side of 
the damaged Pentagon. 

That sailor, Michael Pend-
ergrass, is now 45 and retired 
from the Navy, but he re-
cently revisited the Pentagon 
to discuss his experiences. 

The day of the terrorist 
attacks that struck the Pen-
tagon, the World Trade Cen-
ter, and a fi eld in Shanks-
ville, Pa., Pendergrass was at 
a command-sponsored pan-
cake breakfast with his com-
bat camera unit in Norfolk, 
Va.

“I was eating some pan-
cakes with a couple buddies 
of mine when somebody men-
tioned that, ‘Hey, turn on the 
news, something happened 
in New York,’ ” Pendergrass 
said. “And we turned on the 
news and they were talking 
about a plane had struck the 
Twin Towers.”

Those present gathered 
around the television to 
watch, and when the second 
plane hit, Pendergrass said, 
“I remember looking at my 
friend and saying, ‘That’s 

terrorism.’ I said, ‘That’s not 
an accident.’ ” 

A little over a half hour 
after the second strike on the 
World Trade Center, a third 
plane struck the Pentagon. 

Following the strikes, 
Pendergrass was part of a 
seven-person team of photog-
raphers and videographers 
who headed to the Pentagon. 

“It was a little bit of chaos 
when we got there,” he said. 

Pendergrass said a key les-
son in both the military and 
combat camera is to adapt to 
situations. 

“It’s ever-changing, so 
you know that the core thing 
you’re down there to do is to 
assist, in any way possible — 
to document what’s going on, 
because your images might 
help in either the investiga-
tion [or] it might help answer 
questions to the public of 
what just happened,” he said. 
“So I shot reactions of people, 
I shot people that were as-
sisting on the ground, I shot 
damage.”

When he got to the Penta-
gon, he said, “They were still 
trying to fi gure out what was 
going on, [the building] was 
still on fi re. We just docu-
mented what we saw that fi rst 
day, came back with the im-

DOWN AND DIRTY: Competitors make their way through the mud pit. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

CAPTURING HISTORY: A fi refi ghter from Arlington County Fire De-
partment surveys the scene during rescue and recovery efforts fol-
lowing the Sept. 11 attack on the Pentagon.  PH1 Michael W. Pendergrass

Remembering 
that day of terror

Continued on page 38

Forces combined!
Civilians, soldiers go toe-to-toe at challenge

OBSTACLE WARRIORS: (Above) Tatiana 
Irani crawls through the net. (Right) Ste-
ven Gordon reaches the top of the rope 
climb. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto 



COURIER LIFE, SEPT. 16–22, 201638    B GM BR

agery and made a game 
plan for the next day.”

One day didn’t go 
according to plan. 
When then-President 
George W. Bush toured 
the Pentagon and de-
livered remarks, Pend-
ergrass found himself 
at the wrong place.

Security locked down 
the compound once Bush 
arrived, Pendergrass 
said, so he couldn’t make 
his way to where the 
president was speaking.

“He came in, he 
started speaking, and 
I’m standing there with 
my camera thinking, 
‘They’re going to kill 
me.’ ”

It was then he no-
ticed some commotion 
at the top of the build-
ing, Pendergrass said.

“So I picked up my 
camera and I shot a pic-
ture, and then I changed 
lenses and got in closer 
on it, and it was a fl ag. It 
was a huge fl ag,” he said. 
“It was going across the 
top and I kind of shot the 
progression, and then 
they came out to the front 
and then music played 
across the whole com-
pound and they dropped 
down the fl ag and I shot 
as it was unfurling.” 

Pendergrass re-
turned to work and 
brought his imagery in 
later that day. He said 
his boss, Christopher 
Madden, took one look 
at the final flag photo 

and told him, “Get a 
caption on that, right 
now.”

Days went by after 
the photo’s release, and 
it kept appearing in 9-11 
coverage. Pendergrass 
said a naval historian 
told him he had “cap-
tured a moment of how a 
nation was feeling. That 
we were hurting, and we 
were looking for some-
thing to rally us, let us 
know there was hope. 
And that photo did it.” 

Pendergrass said he 
is happy to have “done 
something that helped 
us heal from such a hor-
rible situation. In all the 
pain and suffering that 
was going on in the na-
tion, there was this shot 
that kind of helped us 
bounce back.”

HARBOR WATCH
Army veteran Sgt. Albert Gon-
zalez served 19 years in fi eld ar-
tillery, and was medically dis-
charged for issues with his lower 
back and shoulder and post-trau-
matic stress from a deployment 
to Iraq from 2004 to 2005.

When Gonzalez fi rst left the 
military and started recover-
ing from his injuries, he says 
he went to a dark place. Cycling 
and listening to Christian music 
helped him in his recovery, he 
said, and he now rides for Res-
cue 22, a nonprofi t organization, 
to raise awareness about the im-
portance of suicide prevention.

“Rescue 22 means a lot more 
to me than anything else, be-

cause for the past two years, I’ve 
gone through some really tough 
times,” he said.

In the last year, Gonzalez 
said, he came close to becom-
ing a statistic several times, 
but talking, prayers, and sup-
port from his friends, family, 
and teammates helped him get 
through.

He’s at peace when he rides 
and enjoys the camaraderie, the 
brotherhood, and support he 
gets by being among his fellow 
veterans at charity rides like 
Face of America.

“It’s great to ride with every-
body and hear different stories 
from World War II to Korea to 
Vietnam [veterans],” he said. 

ZOOMING!: Army veteran Sgt. Albert Gonzalez pedals a recumbent bike 
in the Face of America race in Gettysburg, Pa., on April 24.  EJ Hersom

Riding for peace

REMEMBER
Continued from page 37

HARBOR WATCH
Be informed. Make a plan. 
Build a kit. Get involved. 
These are the four pillars of 
the Ready Army Program 
that are in the spotlight this 
September for National Pre-
paredness Month.

Following those four pil-
lars will help keep soldiers, ci-
vilians, and their families pre-
pared for natural disasters, 
according to Tina Sandell, op-
erations specialist for emer-
gency management for the Di-
rectorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization, and Security.

“Of particular interest for 
Fort Benning, tornados ap-
pear from time to time with 
very little warning. It is very 
important to be prepared be-
fore as well as when they ar-
rive,” Sandell said.

“The Fort Benning alert 
warning system is one way 
for residents to self-register, 
to receive alerts, and stay in-
formed should severe weather 
occur.”

When making a plan for an 
emergency, Sandell said, you 
should establish a safe room in 

your home and prepare your 
family members with practice 
drills. In addition, you should 
establish a predetermined lo-
cation as a rally point in case 
your family members become 
separated.

Sandell also recommends 
preparing pre-packed supply 
kits.

“When you build a kit, you 
need to make sure that you 
have [necessities, including] 
plenty of water, medications, 

and a fi rst aid kit available in 
case of injury,” Sandell said.

An emergency like a vi-
olent storm can be just as 
frightening and stressful for 
adults as it is for children, so 
you should consider including 
additional kit items that may 
help distract and calm your 
family members.

“As part of your kit, in-
clude a book or a deck of cards 
for you to play with while 
waiting out a storm in your 
safe room,” said Sandell.

The Ready Army Program 
also promotes the Army Di-
saster Personnel Accountabil-
ity and Assessment System as 
a way for families and friends 
to stay informed during or af-
ter a natural disaster.

The ADPAAS is an ac-
countability system that con-
tains contact information for 
family members. The idea is 
to ensure that, should some-
thing happen to them, their 
personal contact information 
will be available for reference, 
from spouse to next of kin.

For more, visit www.acsim.
army.mil/readyarmy.

Be ready for anything

BE PREPARED: Having an emer-
gency plan will help families be 
prepared for natural disasters. 
 US Army

Prepare yourself and family for emergencies

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 
to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these operations 
are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 
the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 

discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 
disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 
this new FDA approved solution to back 
pain or to set up an appointment for a free 
consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-
234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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CutestCutestCutest
Pet ContestPet ContestPet Contest

We are looking for  
New York City’s Cutest Pet

To enter/vote and view prize details visit:

www.cnglocal.com/cutestpet

T he pet with the most votes wins!

How does it work?
1. Visit CNG’s online contest page
2. Upload a photo of your Pet
3. Readers vote for the cutest pet

FREE TO  

VOTE!

FREE TO  

ENTER!

GREAT PRIZES!
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By Caroline Spivack

They’re Tolkien ’bout a revolution!
Middle Earth will get a mid-’60s musical make-

over next month at the Brick, in “The Beatles 
Present ‘The Lord of the Rings: The Musical,’ ” opening 
Oct. 6. The wacky comedy is based on a true but little-
known chapter in the Fab Four’s history, when the band 
hoped to adapt J.R.R. Tolkien’s epic fantasy into a film. 
The show imagines what might have happened if director 
Stanley Kubrick had not shot the idea down deader than 
Boromir, said one of the show’s creators. 

“It’s a very silly, dumb show — but it tells the story of 
the band and their dynamics and alludes to, ‘Oh, what if 
they did this movie? Would it have kept them together?’ ” 
said co-writer and director Kyle Wilson. 

The hour-long show opens with the mop-topped musi-
cians about to break their fellowship, but their shared 
passion for the tale of hobbits and wizards leads them to 
slap together a makeshift adaptation of the fantasy trilogy, 
with spatulas serving as swords and a pile of books and a 
lava lamp transforming into the Tower of Sauron (Barad-
Dûr to the fans out there). 

“It’s got a very Monty Python sensibility. The vibe is 
very low-fidelity cleverness,” said Wilson. “It’s very do-it-
yourself, they’re grabbing costume pieces from furniture 
and making props and doing their own thing.” 

John Lennon and Paul McCartney take on the roles 
of hero hobbit Frodo Baggins and his sidekick Samwise 
Gamgee, while George Harrison and Ringo Starr play 

almost everyone else, including the wizard Gandalf, the 
elf queen Galadriel, and the scheming Saruman — all 
while Gollum, played by Yoko Ono, strives to break up the 
band and reclaim her “Precious” John Lennon.

But one does not simply … write a “Lord of the Rings” 
musical. Wilson and French, who both live in Bushwick, 
have given classic Beatles songs a fantastic twist, so that 
“Good Day Sunshine” becomes “Good Day Sauron,” and 
“Yellow Submarine” has the lads from Liverpool all live 
in a Fellowship of the Ring, a Fellowship of the Ring, a 

Fellowship of the Ring.
“It was mainly Kyle and I sitting around going through 

the whole canon of Beatles songs to figure out what we 
could adjust to the ‘Lord of the Rings,’ ” said Sam French, 
the show’s other writer and director.

But the story has grown from a simple celebration 
of fantasy and ’60s rock into a tale about creativity and 
relationships, said French. 

“It’s really evolved into this story of friendship,” he 
said. “John and Paul mirror the arc of Frodo and Sam’s 
friendship. And at the end of the day, it’s still four people 
who want to put on a show and are trying their best to 
make something good.” 

The writer-director duo would love to see the show on 
the Great White Wizard Way, but for now they just want 
audiences to enjoy themselves — and to learn a bit about 
Middle Earth and the Beatles. It is a show anyone can 
enjoy, said Wilson, even if they can’t tell a ukelele from 
an Uruk-hai.

“We hope people come out loving ‘Lord of the Rings’ 
and the Beatles, but if not we hope that they at least want 
to love them or learn more about them,” said Wilson. “It’s 
a funny evening of theater, mainly brainless in the best 
way possible.”

“The Beatles Present ‘The Lord of the Rings: The 
Musical’ ” at the Brick (575 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union and Lorimer streets in Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189, www.bricktheater.com). Oct. 6–8 at 8 pm; Oct. 7 at 
10 pm. $18.

Musical mashes up Fab Four and Frodo

Clothes make the Maia: In “The Beatles 
Present ‘The Lord of the Rings: The 
Musical,’” opening at the Brick on Oct. 
6, the Fab Four improvise outfits to 
play the lead characters in Tolkien’s 
epic, with a Santa hat and beard turning 
George Harrison into Gandalf. Tom Strong

Lord of the 
          Ringo

Saruman the White Album: The bad guys get a big musical number 
in “The Beatles Present ‘The Lord of the Rings: The Musical,’ with 
John, Paul, George, and Ringo playing all the parts. Tom Strong



COURIER LIFE, SEPT. 16-22, 201642    24-7

By Caroline Spivack

They are dancing about sculp-
ture!

A group of performers will 
clamber on, over, and through an 
11-foot sculpture representing male 
tyranny during two performances 
next week, as part of the  Brooklyn 
Emerging Artists in Theater Festival.  
The “Control Equinox” dance 
piece, playing inside a Downtown 
office building on Sept. 19 and in a 
Greenpoint theater on Sept. 22, is a 
collaboration between choreographer 
Thea Little and visual artist Niki 
Singleton. And although the show 
features five performers, the person 
in control is the giant wooden figure, 
said the Williamsburg creators. 

“The man … is sort of the main 
character of the piece who influ-
ences the dancers,” said Singleton. 
“Dancers play out the demands of 
the man. Sometimes they become 
his advocates or his accomplice, and 
other times they threaten his exis-
tence in rebellion.”

Singleton crafted the 11-foot fig-
ure — and a second structure called 
“the tool” — from a combination of 
reclaimed and purchased materials, 
including wood, car parts, and animal 
fur. The “man” has an ATM machine 
as a head, a partial pinstripe suit, and 
an Uzi for a hand, which makes him 
look “like a venomous salesmen sort 
of character,” said Singleton.

Dancers will step through the 
figure’s doorway-like legs, control 
his puppet-like arms, and climb 

around inside during a series of 
rapid-fire performances, with 12 
separate scenes presented during the 
23-minute show. Many of the scenes 
deal with big-picture topics such as 
oppression, freedom, and the birth 

of humanity, according to its chore-
ographer. 

“One of the dancers goes through 
evolution in a scene,” said Little. 
“She uses movement and noises to 
represent evolution, and ends as a 
sophisticated gentlemen that kills all 
the dancers with guns.”

But the heavy themes are bal-
anced with a light-hearted approach, 
said the artists. 

“These are big issues we’re dealing 
with but there is a lot of subtlety in it 
and a lot of humor,” said Singleton. 
“We hope that it’ll make people think 
and we hope that people will have 
a good time and plenty of laughs 
because it is really humorous.” 

The fifth annual Brooklyn 
Emerging Artists in Theater Festival, 
which continues all over Brooklyn 
from Sept. 16–23, is designed to 
showcase little-known Brooklyn art-
ists for new audiences. Other shows 
includes a street dance performance 
that incorporates the myth of Apollo, 
a combination beat-box and cyr wheel 
performance, and a one-woman inter-
pretation of Shakespeare’s female 
characters, among many others. 

“Control Equinox” at One 
MetroTech Lobby [MetroTech Center 
at Jay Street Downtown, (718) 923–
5302, www.beatbrooklyn.com]. Sept. 
19 at noon. Free. 

Also at “Brooklyn on the Rim” 
at Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer St. 
between Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 389–3473]. 
Sept. 22 at 7 pm. $20.

By Alexandra Simon

He is not throwing away his 
shots!

An anti-capitalist perform-
er will pass out shots of whiskey and 
try to change peoples’ minds about 
maligned founding father Aaron Burr 
in “Why I Shot Hamilton,” playing 
at the Old Stone House on Sept. 20. 
The show will use stories and songs 
to explain that the man Burr shot — 
the nation’s first Treasury secretary 
Alexander Hamilton — was a jerk 
who deserved to die — and so does the 
banking system he created, according 
to the performer.

“I want to explain why capitalism 
doesn’t work and why Burr’s attack 
on Hamilton was not a duel,” said Jim 
Costanzo, founder of the Aaron Burr 
society. “Hamilton was a tortured soul 
on many levels — and he was unbe-
lievably vicious when he dealt with his 
political enemies.”

Former Vice President Burr, mean-

while, has positive qualities that the 
have been swept away in the cur-
rent tide of Hamilton-mania, said 
Constanzo.

“Aaron Burr set up banks and with 
every profit he gave loans to working 
class people — Alexander hated that,” 
he said.

In Costanzo’s eyes, Burr’s beliefs 
are in line with those of the Occupy 
Wall Street movement. And it was 
Burr’s stance against capitalism that 
has caused history to turn on him, 
not killing Hamilton, or his trial for 
treason in 1807. Costanzo hopes that 
people will leave the show with a dif-
ferent view of Burr’s legacy.

“I would hope people get to see 
how people like Burr have been treated 
in history,” said Costanzo. “People 
who have pushed back against capital-
ism have always been vilified.”

During the performance, Costanzo 
will play a baritone horn, sing anti-cap-
italist songs — including a reworked 

version of “Over The Rainbow” — 
and he will also distill whiskey in the 
Old Stone House’s outdoor fireplace, 
in honor of the Whiskey Rebellion that 
divided men like Hamilton and Burr. 

Costanzo says he is not a historical 
re-enactor, but he will be wearing a 
cape and hat for parts of the show. 

“Why I Shot Hamilton” at the Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth Avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195, www.oldstone-
house.com]. Sept. 20 at 7 pm. Free.

By Lauren Gill

Kings County is 
shooting for a win!

Images of 
Brooklyn will go shot-
for-shot against snaps of 
the rest of the city in the 
“Battle of the Boroughs” 
photo competition on Sept. 
21, which launches the 
annual Photoville exhibit 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park. 
The picturesque streets of 
the Borough of Kings will 
give it an edge in the flashy 
competition, said the head 
of Brooklyn’s team of pho-
tographers. 

“I’d like to think that 
Brooklyn is going to win,” 
said Elizabeth Renstrom, 
a Bushwick resident who 
curated Kings County’s 
collection, which includes 
images from six photogra-
phers. “There’s a blend of 
photos that ooze the neigh-
borhoods, and also more 
surprising pictures where 
you might not be able to 
place which section of 
Brooklyn they’re in.”

There is no trophy for 
the face-off — which is a 
competition in name only 
— but Renstrom’s pic picks 
are sure to blow the other 
boroughs away. The photos 
represent the diversity found 
in the County of Kings, said 
Renstrom. A collection of 
snaps from Aviva Klein 
showcases Hasidic women 
living in Sheepshead Bay, 
while Daniel Arnold’s pho-
tos — which were processed 
by a 50-year-old photo store 
— focus on Greenpoint. And 
Meryl Meiser’s old-school 
shots of Bushwick during 
the disco era really show 
how the area has developed, 
said Renstrom. 

“The area is really popu-
lar to live in now and it’s 
cool to see how the land-
scape has changed from 
then to now,” she said.

Renstrom thinks that 
Staten Island may provide 
the stiffest competition, 
because its bucolic subur-
ban landscape offers some 
eye-pleasing visuals. And 
she is most curious to see 
shots from the Bronx, an 
exotic land rarely seen by 
residents of Brooklyn.

A representative from 
each borough will project 
their photos onto a giant 
screen in Photoville’s beer 
garden on Sept. 21, while a 
disc jockey spins New York-
centric tunes.

The competition will kick 
off the five-day Photoville 
festival, which will host 
60 snapshot exhibits inside 
of 55 shipping contain-
ers beneath the Brooklyn 
Bridge. The pop-up fest 
will also feature nightly 
film and photo projections, 
outdoor installations, and 
workshops. Its organizer 
said that the old fashioned 
competition will provide a 
light-hearted way to exhibit 
some top notch photography 
— and that the borough that 
houses the show will come 
out on top. 

“It’s a fun, playful way 
to expose more photogra-
phy,” said Sam Barzilay, 
a Manhattan resident who 
used to live in Flatbush. 
“I’m obviously rooting for 
Brooklyn.” 

“Battle of the Boroughs” 
at Brooklyn Bridge Plaza 
(Under the Brooklyn Bridge 
at Water St. in Dumbo, 
www.photoville.com). Sept. 
21 at 7 pm. Free.

Brooklyn images face off 
against outer boroughs

Dance piece takes on a giant figure

Photo finish

TACKLING THE MAN

Got money to Burr 

The greener side: The “Battle of the Boroughs” competition at 
Photoville will feature photos from Daniel Arnold, who captures 
daily life in Greenpoint. Daniel Arnold

Cruise control: In the dance piece “Control 
Equinox,” performing Downtown on Sept. 
19, dancers stand on and move in and 
around two 11-foot sculptures on wheels.
 Niki Singleton

Burr’s revenge: Jim Costanzo will play his 
baritone horn in his show “Why I Shot 
Hamilton,” which defends the legacy of 
Aaron Burr. Jim Costanzo
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We are on Delivery.com, seamless.com & grubhub.com

717 Kings Highway, 
Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 998-3750
Visit our website @ 

www.miragediner.com

Full Bar
on 

Premises

MIRAGE DINNER SPECIALS
NOT AVAILABLE FOR TAKEOUT

INCLUDES:
Soup Or Salad, Stuffed Cabbage, Chicken Liver,

Baked Clams, Stuffed Mushrooms, Chicken Fingers Or Buffalo Wings
Entree, Potato, Vegetable & Dessert (Cheesecake or Yogurt 1.50 Extra)

Cole Slaw, Pickles, Macaroni Salad Or Chick Peas
Assorted Bread Basket & Butter

$22.95
FISH & SEAFOOD

New! BROILED NORWEGIAN SALMON, Lightly Blackened
TILAPIA, Broiled & Seasoned

            RED SNAPPER, Broiled with Olive Oil & Lemon Sauce
                           ORANGE ROUGHY, Broiled, Cajun Style
                              BABY BLUE FISH, Broiled & Seasoned

BROILED STUFFED FILET,
with Crabmeat or Spinach & Feta (1 piece)

SEAFOOD AU GRATIN, Served over a Bed of Rice
STUFFED MUSHROOMS & STUFFED CLAMS, 

Served over a Bed of Rice or Potato & Vegetable
New! CHARCOAL BROILED TUNA STEAK, 

Served over Brown Rice,Topped with Onions & Mushrooms

POULTRY BEEF

PRIME FILET MIGNON (10 oz.), Served with Mushroom Caps & Onion Rings
BROILED CHOPPED STEAK, Served with Mushrooms & Onions

SAUTÉED CALVES LIVER, with Onions and/or Bacon
BROILED SIRLOIN STEAK (14 oz.), Broiled to Your Liking

CHICKEN PARMIGIANA, Served with Linguine or Fettuccini Alfredo
BROILED HALF CHICKEN, GREEK STYLE, 

Topped with Lemon, Oregano & Garlic
SAUTÉED CHICKEN SCAMPI, 

Served with Linguine or Potato & Vegetable
B.B.Q. CHICKEN & RIBS, 

Made on the Charcoal
BROILED SINGLE VEAL CHOP, 

Topped with Peppers & Onions
VEAL SORRENTINO, Topped with Fresh Tomato Sauce & Mozzarella Cheese

VEAL PARMIGIANA, Served with Linguine or Fettuccini Alfredo

PASTA SPECIALS

PENNE VODKA or PENNE with SUN-DRIED TOMATOES & BROCCOLI
ANGEL HAIR PRIMAVERA, with Broccoli, Carrots, Zucchini, Caulifl ower, 

Olive Oil & Garlic
BAKED ZITI, with a Fresh Tomato Sauce, Topped with Mozzarella

PENNE A LA MIRAGE, with Chicken Sausage & Broccoli
FETTUCCINE ALFREDO, with Nova Lox & Green Peas

  Free  Delivery 
Daily: 9AM-10PM

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

FULL BAR
SICILIAN COMFORT

FOOD
New Fall Menu featuring

Tumminia - Ancient Sicilian Grain Pasta

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Sunday Brunch 12pm – 3pm

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

“Top 10 Brooklyn Restaurants” - Spectator/Home Reporter
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Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Chain” by Ted Genoways

“The Chain” is one of the 
best works of investigative 
journalism I’ve read in a long 
time. The book focuses on 
factory farms in Middle 
America, and then branches 
out to cover immigration, 
workers’ rights, animal wel-
fare, nutrition, and environ-
mental sustainability. Ted 
Genoways reports from 
a place where multiple 
issues intersect and affect 
one another, and he does so with factual 
support for his story and compassion for the people in it.

— Geo Ong, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “The Underground 
Railroad” by Colson Whitehead

Colson Whitehead has writ-
ten in almost every genre, 
but this blending of history 
and fantasy has created my 
favorite novel. “Underground 
Railroad” takes the idea of a 
literal railroad and applies 
it to the real trials of slav-
ery. Whitehead’s gift for 
character and dialog are 
on full display in the bril-
liant Cora and bold Cesar, 
whose escape the novel 
follows. People will tell you this novel 
is important and powerful, which it is, but it is first and 
foremost a transportive read.

— Hannah Depp, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Secondhand Time” by Svetlana 
Alexievich

This newly translated book 
by 2015 Nobel Prize winner 
Svetlana Alexievich is a pro-
found exploration of the fall 
of the Soviet Union, told by 
the victors and victims them-
selves. Alexievich stitches 
together diverse, moving 
stories that chronicle the 
absolute suffering of the 
Great Patriotic War, opti-
mism about the socialist 
future, life in the prison 
camps, and the shouts of revolution 
in streets, all to create an entrancing, often hor-
rifying document of the Soviet fall and aftermath. At a 
time when our politics are becoming tangled in Russian 
intrigue, “Secondhand Time” is an essential — and 
deeply moving — read.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Laura Meltzer

Their name is Princess! And they are funky!
A two-woman Prince cover band will pay 

tribute to the Purple One at two shows at 
Brooklyn Bowl on Sept. 23–24. Princess, which stars 
“Saturday Night Live” alum Maya Rudolph and singer-
songwriter Gretchen Lieberum, is not an imitation of 
the late singer, but is an ode 2 his spirit and his persona, 
said Lieberum.

“We don’t embody Prince as much as embody our 
12-year-old selves singing and dancing to Prince songs 
into a hairbrush in front of the mirror,” she said. “That 
joyful, silly, intense love you have for music at that age 
that we still have into our 40s.”

Rudolph and Lieberum met in college while collabo-
rating on another band, and soon discovered that they 
shared a similar sense of humor — and an obsession 
with the “Purple Rain” singer.

“While we were writing and performing music for 
our own band, we would also harmonize to Prince 
songs,” said Lieberum, and they would “listen to rare 
Prince demos and B-sides and quote lines from ‘Purple 
Rain’ to each other.”

Many years later, when Rudolph was preparing to 
depart “Saturday Night Live,” Lieberum suggested that 
they start a Prince cover band, with the two of them 
harmonizing on the vocals, just as they had for years. 
Rudolph’s response quoted “Purple Rain”: “Morris, 
you’re a genius!”

Princess has played plenty of big venues in the last 
few years, including Carnegie Hall and the show “Late 
Night With Jimmy Fallon.” The pair later discovered 
that Prince himself was a fan, when they met him back-
stage at one of his shows. 

“He told us that he had our Jimmy Fallon perfor-
mance recorded on his DVR, which completely blew 
my mind!” said Lieberum. 

Lieberum, whose solo project  Sargent  has just 
released a self-titled album, said that the Artist’s music 
has been a huge influence on her style.

“One thing I’ve learned from Prince is that putting 
yourself out there in a raw, emotional way is more pow-

erful than vocal or lyrical perfection,” she said.
Prince’s death earlier this year has reinforced 

Lieberum and Rudolph’s determination to do justice to 
the singer’s music.

“I feel an even greater responsibility to do right by 
him,” said Lieberum. “We will continue to do what we 
always do, present this music in a joyful, fun way and 
make folks’ booties shake in the process.”

“Princess” at Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369, www.brooklynbowl.com]. Sept. 23–24 at 8 pm. $30.

By Caroline Spivack

Bay Ridge has got some inter-
national flair! This weekend, 
catch a festival of traditional 

Greek music, old-school British rock, 
and ’80s European pop hits.

On Friday, get to Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox Church (8401 
Ridge Blvd. at 84th Street) for the 
Greek Cultural Festival, where the 
horos will be hopping from 2 pm to 
11 pm. The church is putting togeth-
er an outdoor taverna for you to 
sip ouzito — the Greek answer to a 
mojito — and chow down on some 
moussaka as you listen to the rhythms 
of the bouzouki and the aoidos of 
Yianni Papastefanou and Orchestra 
on Friday night. And even if you miss 
the band, you will have more chances 
to yell “Opa!” on Saturday from 
noon to 11 pm, and on Sunday from 
noon to 7 pm. 

Walk off the spinach pies on 
Saturday with a stroll over the 
Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave 
between 77th and 78th streets), 

where the seven-piece Brit-rock band 
London Fogg will play old-school 
hits starting around 9:30 pm. Slip on 
a proper mod suit and sip on a gin 
and tonic in classic Brit fashion as 
you groove to hits from the Beatles, 
the Rolling Stones, and the Animals, 
among others.

Then it is time to get your just 
desserts at the Wicked Monk (9510 
Third Ave. between 95th and 96th 
streets), where the latest draft beer is 
the “Sweet baby Jesus!” a chocolate 
peanut butter porter. While you sip 
the black brew, the ’80s pop tribute 
band Radio Daze will be jamming 
out with covers of European syth-
hits. The set list features songs from 
the Norwegian pop trio A-ha, the 
Austrian singer Falco, and English 
pop-punk rocker Billy Idol. The elec-
tric keyboard gets plugged into the 
amp at 10:45 pm.

Prince cover band Princess plays Brooklyn
RASPBERRY DUET

The world comes to Bay Ridge

They wanna be your cover: Maya Rudolph and Gretchen Lieberum 
have got the look as Princess, a Prince tribute band playing 
Brooklyn Bowl on Sept. 23–24. Katrina Dickson
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

MON, SEPT 26
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, 

NEW YORK ISLAND-
ERS VS PHILADELPHIA 
FLYERS: $15–$700. 7 
pm.

SAT, OCT 1
SPORTS, ESL ONE NEW 

YORK: E-sports tourna-
ment. $49. Time TBA.

SUN, OCT 2
SPORTS, ESL ONE NEW 

YORK: E-sports tourna-
ment. $49. Time TBA.

MON, OCT 3
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, 

NEW YORK ISLAND-
ERS VS NEW JERSEY 
DEVILS: $15–$700. 7 
pm.

TUE, OCT 4
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, 

NEW YORK ISLAND-
ERS VS NEW YORK 
RANGERS: $15–$700. 
7 pm.

WED, OCT 5
MUSIC, EROS RAMAZ-

ZOTTI: $104–$200. 8 
pm.

THU, OCT 6
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, 

BROOKLYN NETS VS 
DETROIT PISTONS: 
$25–$275. 7 pm.

FRI, OCT 7
MUSIC, BLAKE SHELTON: 

$40–$90. 7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT 8
MUSIC, BLAKE SHELTON: 

$40–$90. 7:30 pm.

TUE, OCT 11
MUSIC, DRAKE AND FU-

TURE: $50–$180. 6:30 
pm.

WED, OCT 12
MUSIC, DRAKE AND FU-

TURE: $50–$180. 6:30 
pm.

THU, OCT 13
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, 

BROOKLYN NETS VS 
BOSTON CELTICS: 
$25–$275. 7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT 16
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS ANA-
HEIM DUCKS: $19–
$400. 6 pm.

TUE, OCT 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS SAN 
JOSE SHARKS: $25–
$725. 7 pm.

THU, OCT 20
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, 

BROOKLYN NETS VS 
NEW YORK KNICKS: 
$25–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, OCT 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS ARIZONA 
COYOTES: $20–$700. 
7 pm. 

SAT, OCT 22
MUSIC, MASTERS OF 

CEREMONY: Featuring 
Rick Ross, Method Man, 
Redman, House of Pain, 
Mobb Deep, and more. 
$70–$155. 8 pm.

SUN, OCT 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS MINNE-
SOTA WILD: $25–$700. 
6 pm.

TUE, OCT 25
MUSIC, SIA: $75–$360. 

7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, SEPT. 16
MUSIC, 10 YEARS OF 

MUSIC AT THE JALOPY: 
An exhibit of photos and 
paintings celebrates 10 
years of folk music at the 
Jalopy at 5 pm, followed 
by performances on two 
stages staring at 8 pm. 
$15. 5 pm–1 am. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

THEATER, “PHAEDRA(S)”: A 
radical reconstruction of 
the Greek tragedy about a 
doomed queen grappling 
with an incestuous desire 
for her stepson. Tickets 
starts at $30. 7 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, CECILY VON 
ZIEGESAR: The “Gossip 
Girl” author celebrates the 
release of her new novel, 
“Dark Horses.” Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

MUSIC, “MONUMENTAL”: 
Rock band Godspeed You! 
Black Emperor provides 
music for a choreographic 
investigation of corpo-
rate culture. Tickets start 
at $20. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, YOU GET A 
SPOON: A variety show 
featuring the city’s best 
performers sharing their 
work and the things they 
love. $15. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

ART, “OYE! AVANT-GARDE 
NIGHT”: Join the Brooklyn 
Gypsies and local Brooklyn 
artists for a night of eclec-
tic theater, dance, and fi lm, 
with performances fol-
lowed by music, conversa-
tion, food, and dancing. 
$20 ($18 in advance). 8 pm. 
Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

THEATER, “THE ADDAMS 
FAMILY”: The Narrows 
Community Theater pres-
ents the madcap musical 
about the curious and 
kooky, altogether spooky 
Addams Family. Photo ID 
required for admission to 
the base. $25 ($20 seniors 
and students; $15 children 
under 12). 8 pm. Ft. Ham-
ilton Army Base Theater 
[Poly Place at Seventh 
Avenue in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 482–3173], www.nar-
rowscommunitytheater.
com. 

CONEY ISLAND FILM FES-
TIVAL OPENING NIGHT 
PARTY: Hosted by Adam 
Realman, the party fea-
tures live sideshow and 
burlesque acts, a two-hour 
open bar for beer and 
wine, and free food. $25. 
9:30 pm. Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street 
and Stillwell Avenue in 
Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159], www.coneyisland.
com.  

SAT, SEPT. 17
TOUR, “BIRDING AT THE 

BRIDGE”: Author and bird-
ing expert Heather Wolf 
leads a birding tour. Free. 
9 am. Freebird Bookstore 
[123 Columbia St. between 
Kane and Degraw streets 
in the Columbia Street 
Waterfront District, (718) 
858–1983], www.freebird-
books.com. 

MUSIC, 10 YEARS OF MUSIC 
AT THE JALOPY, SATUR-
DAY SHOWS: A dozen 
folk and Americana bands 
celebrate the theater’s 
10th anniversary. $15. 7:30 
pm–1 am. Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, ITALIAN NIGHT: 
Singer Ricky Pen and Si-
natra impersonator Don 
Anthony will serenade the 
crowd while you indulge 
in wine, pizza, and salad. 
$35. 8 pm. East Midwood 
Jewish Center (1625 Ocean 
Ave. between Avenues K 
and L in Midwood), www.
emjc.org. 

MUSIC, MODEL DECOY: The 
“nerd art-rock” duo plays 
sci-fi  anthems. Free. 9 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

MUSIC, ELIOT GLAZER’S 
HAUNTING RENDITIONS: 
The comedian and musi-
cian performs with special 
guests Ilana Glazer and 
Jon Glazer. It’s Glazer-iffi c! 
$20. 9:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

READING, BROOKLYN 
BOOK FESTIVAL CHIL-
DREN’S DAY: Children’s 
book authors read from 
their work and meet with 
fans. Free. 10 am–4 pm. 
Metrotech Commons 
(Metrotech Center be-
tween Jay Street and Flat-
bush in Downtown). Continued on page 46

MARKET, FALL FLEA MAR-
KET: A fl ea market at the 
Bay Ridge Senior Center, 
with hand-made and cos-
tume jewelry, household 
items, bric-a-brac, gently 
used clothing, and more. 
Free. 10 am–3 pm. Bay 
Ridge Senior Center (6935 
Fourth Ave. at Ovington 
Avenue in Bay Ridge). 

MODEL RAILROAD SHOW: 
Check out a huge, min-
iature realistic working 
N-scale railroad layout dis-
play, sponsored by Brook-
lyn N-Trak Model Railroad 
Club. Free. 10 am–4 pm. 
Carmine Carro Community 
Center [3000 Fillmore Ave. 
between Marine Parkway 
and Madison Place in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 646–6509]. 

ART, ART SLOPE WEARABLE 
ART WALK: Participants 
don creative, artsy outfi ts 
and parade from Wash-
ington Park to Prospect 
Park and back, led by a 
marching band. Free. 11:30 
am–2:30 pm. Washington 
Park (344 Fifth Avenue at 
Third Street in Park Slope), 
www.artslope.nyc. 

ART SLOPE OPENING DAY: 
The Park Slope art festival 
launches with a capella 
group Unsettled Scores, 
an interactive poetry show; 
a mini-play about internet 
dating, a dog and puppet 
show; and the improv duo 
Jane Goodall. Free. 10:30 
am–6:30 pm. Cul de sac at 
the Old Stone House (336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth Avenues in Park 
Slope), www.artslope.nyc. 

DAHLICIOUS DELIGHTS!: 
Celebrate the 100th birth-
day of children’s book au-
thor Roald Dahl, with a free 
sundae bar, games, dress-
up and crafts corners, and 
readings from Mara Wilson 
(star of the movie “Mat-
ilda”) and others. Free. 
Noon–4 pm. Ample Hills 
[305 Nevins St. and Union 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 
725–4061], www.roalddahl.
com/usa.

FILM, CONEY ISLAND FILM 
FESTIVAL: A new program 
of short fi lms, documen-
taries, and experimental 

fi lm every hour. $8 ($15 
for all-day pass). 1–10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

SUN, SEPT. 18
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA 

FREE CONCERT: A one-
hour concert of opera and 
Broadway selections, part 
of the Sunset Park Fifth 
Avenue Street Festival. 
Free. Noon. Bandstand 
[5323 Fifth Ave. at 54th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

READING, BROOKLYN 
BOOK FESTIVAL: Browse 
an open-air marketplace 
with the borough’s top 
bookstores and publishers 
all in one place, then catch 
readings and panel discus-
sions with notable local 
and visiting authors. Head-
liners this year include 
Margaret Atwood, Sher-
man Alexie, and Salman 
Rushdie. Free. 10 am–6 
pm. Cadman Plaza (Court 
Street at Montague Street 
in Downtown). 

AUTUMN MOON FESTIVAL: 
The Chinese cultural festi-
val comes to Sunset Park. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Leif 
Ericson Park (65th Street 
at Eighth Avenue in Sunset 
Park), www.betterchina-
town.com. 

FILM, “TAXI TO THE DARK 
SIDE” DOCUMENTARY: 
Peace Action Bay Ridge 
will screen the Academy-
award winning documen-
tary about the killing of 
an Afghan taxi driver by 
American soldiers. Free. 
3 pm. Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church [7420 Fouth 
Ave. at 75th Street; Second 
Floor in Bay Ridge, (646) 
824–5506], www.panys.
org/br. 

MON, SEPT. 19
POETRY IN ACTION!: A 

theater and improv show 
based on classic and well-
known poems for kids. 
Free. 1 pm. Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library Park Slope (431 
Sixth Ave. at Ninth Street 
in Park Slope). 

TALK, “FROM GRAY TO 
GREEN”: A panel dis-
cusses the role of urban 
parks in the 21st century. 
$10. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH SEATON SMITH”: 
Then comedian fi lls in for 
regular host Wyatt Cenac 
at this weekly comedy 
show. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, SEPT. 20
FILM, “ANCHORS AWEIGH”: 

Gene Kelly and Frank Si-
natra play sailors living it 
up in Hollywood while on 
leave. $10–$14. 5 pm and 
8 pm. BAM Rose Cinemas 
[30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Lafayatte Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 

Mouse in the house: In the sparkling “Anchors Aweigh,” Gene 
Kelly finds a new dance partner in Jerry Mouse. The 1945 
musical — which also stars Frank Sinatra — plays on Sept. 
20 as part of BAM’s “That’s Entertainment” tribute to MGM 
musicals. Photofest

Trigger fingers: Giant screens will convey the action as trigger-
happy teams of Counterstrike players vie for a $250,000 prize 
during the two-day ESL One tournament at Barclays Center 
starting Oct. 1. Helena Kristiansson
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Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

TALK, “BRIDGE TO BRIL-
LIANCE”: Brownsville 
principal Nadia Lopez talks 
about her work in Brook-
lyn with CNN contribu-
tor and writer Michaela 
Angela Davis. Free. 7 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

WED, SEPT. 21
READING, “WOMEN ON 

WORTH”: Nine terrifi c 
women writers deliver their 
best fi ve minutes of mem-
oir, poetry, or fi ction on 
“How I Found My Worth.” 
Free. 6:30 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

DANCE, “REMAIN”: A 
new work that addresses 
the question of legacy 
by mining representa-
tions of body movement 
in Western art history. 
Tickets starts at $25. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater 
[651 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org.  

Continued from page 45 THURS, SEPT. 22
OUTDOORS, AUTUMN 

EQUINOX CELEBRATION: 
Join urban shaman Donna 
Henes as she says good-
bye to summer with music, 
dancing, drum circles, 
and more. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Grand Army Plaza (Union 
Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

READING, “THE HAPPY 
COOK” BOOK LAUNCH: 
Daphne Oz, co-host of 
“The Chew,” shares her 
new cookbook, subtitled 
“125 Recipes for Eating 
Every Day Like It’s the 
Weekend.” Free. 7 pm. 
Bookmark Shoppe (8415 
Third Ave. between 84th 
and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge), www.bookmark-
shoppe.com. 

FRI, SEPT. 23
PLANT NITE AT SCHNITZEL 

HAUS: Create a tabletop 
garden in a glass bowl 
while you drink! $65 (Use 
Code LOCAL for 30 per-
cent off). 7 pm. Schnitzel 
Haus (7319 Fifth Ave. in Bay 
Ridge), www.plantnite.com.  

THEATER, “LITTLE RED RID-
ING HOOD”: A literally 
bloody reteling of the fairy 
tale by Portuguese per-

former and Sergio Rolo. 
$15. 8 pm. Jack (505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue 
in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

THEATER, “THE ADDAMS 
FAMILY”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 16. 

SAT, SEPT. 24
MUSIC, GREAT IRISH FAIR: A 

family-friendly event with 
Irish bands, Irish dancing, 
and kids activities. $20. 
10 am. Amphitheater at 
Coney Island Boardwalk 
(3052 W. 21st St. at the 
Boardwalk in Coney Is-
land), www.iabsny.com. 

MUSIC, ROCKAPELLA: 
$32–$37. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

MUSIC, BLACK ROCK CO-
ALITION ORCHESTRA: 
The group performs the 
Sly and the Family Stone 
album “There’s a Riot 
Goin’ On.” Free. 9 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

HALLOWEEN HARVEST: A 
petting zoo, pony rides, 
pumpkin patch, magi-
cians, face painting, and 
other Halloween thrills. 
Free. Noon–11 pm. Luna 
Park [1000 Surf Ave. at 
West. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 373–5862], 
www.lunaparknyc.com. 

ORDER TICKETS ONLINE @ www.NCTHETERNY.com
at the Fort Hamilton Army Base Theater (Photo ID Required)

101st St. & Fort Hamilton Pkwy, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Book by: Marshall Brickman & Rick Elice; Music & Lyrics by: Andrew Lippa

TICKETS: 
$25 Adults, $20 Seniors/students (21 and under), and $15 children (12 and under)

Active Military and their Families are Free of Charge
THE ADDAMS FAMILY is presented through special arrangement with Theatrical Rights Worldwide.

FINAL WEEKEND

        TheMusical
About Hollywood’s 
Tough Guy in Tap Shoes

AN AMAZING

MUSICAL! 

-  Steve Schonberg, WNBC-TV
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NEW YORK’S CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED HIT MUSICAL

RECOGNIZED BY THE DRAMA DESK, OUTER CRITICS CIRCLE, ASTAIRE AWARDS & OFF BROADWAY ALLIANCE

Telecharge.com  212-239-6200 - Groups: 212-757-9117
Westside Theatre 407 W 43rd St - CagneyTheMusical.com

NOTHING BUT JOY -

AND PLENTY OF IT! 

- Rex Reed, NY Observer

“ “

NEW THURSDAY MATINEES 2PM

Join this worldwide a capella sensation for an evening of hits 
from The Beatles, Elvis, The Beach Boys, Billy Joel,  

The Rolling Stones, The Bee Gees, Michael Jackson, and more!  

“Rockapella’s music is so contagious  
it should come with a warning label!” – WPLJ

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH  $37/32

ROCKAPELLA 
The HITS Show:  

A Journey Through The Decades

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY BEN LEIBOWITZ
It’s a brand-new season, and 
the Lincoln football team has 
just one goal in mind — win-
ning. 

The Railsplitters started 
the squad’s journey back to 
a city championship on Sept. 
9, cruising to a 58–28 victory 
over South Shore in the sea-
son opener.

It was a statement victory 
for Lincoln — after its two-
year title run snapped last 
season — and the kind of per-
formance this year’s squad ex-
pects every time it steps onto 
the fi eld.

“If [South Shore] scored, 
we responded,” Lincoln coach 
Shawn O’Connor said. “It was 
exciting to see how [this team] 
responded.” 

It wasn’t smooth sail-
ing early for Lincoln. South 
Shore’s Sydney Jackson 
hauled in a 16-yard touchdown 
pass from quarterback Jason 
Martin early in the fi rst quar-
ter, and the Vikings converted 

the two-point attempt to jump 
out to an 8–0 lead.

That early cushion didn’t 
last long. 

Lincoln senior running 
back Naim Coakley ran the 
ensuing kickoff back 85 yards 
for a touchdown. The Rail-
splitters didn’t convert on the 
two-point attempt, but the 
team had effectively grabbed 
the momentum right back. 

Lincoln added another 
touchdown as senior receiver 
Dayquan Audain hauled in an 
18-yard pass from quarterback 
Faruq Shittu. Coakley then 
added his second touchdown of 
the night on an 11-yard catch — 
putting Lincoln up 20–8 with 
just over eight minutes to go in 
the fi rst half.

“We’ve been working each 
other for the past three weeks, 
and it’s all paid off,” senior 
Romello Martin said.

South Shore’s Giovanni 
Denard kept the Vikings in 
the game — closing the gap to 

BY LAURA AMATO
He’s taking the bull by the 
horns. 

Former St. Francis soccer 
star Vincent Bezecourt battled 
his fair share of obstacles since 
signing with the Red Bulls II — 
which competes in the United 
Soccer League — earlier this 
year, but after working his way 
back from injury, Bezecourt is 
determined to prove he’s an as-
set to the club. 

“It took me a while after 
my injury to come back and 
be confi dent with the team,” 
said Bezecourt, an all-Amer-
ican during his time at St. 
Francis. “I feel like I’m ready 
to play on this team and work 
for this team. I’m coming back 
at a good time, because it’s get-

ting very exciting for me and 
for the team too.”

Bezecourt got off to a quick 
start with the Red Bulls, com-
peting with the fi rst team dur-
ing training camp and play-
ing two games in the spring. 
Things took a downward turn, 
however, in early April when 
Bezecourt suffered a left-knee 
injury that kept him off the 
fi eld for nearly three months. 

It would have been easy 
for Bezecourt to be frustrated 
with the unforeseen injury-
obstacle, but the midfi elder 
funneled that frustration into 
his rehab regimen.

“Honestly it was just a lot of 
determination,” he said. “You 
see your teammates playing 
and you want to be them. You 

want to be out on the fi eld play-
ing, winning games, and that 
really pushed me the most. I 
wanted to be part of the team. 
I think that’s what I used the 
most.”

Bezecourt — who grew up 
playing soccer with his father 
and older brother in France — 
has spent most of his life on the 
fi eld, and he was not about to 
let an injury slow him down. 

He spent weeks in rehab, 
getting back up to speed and, 
fi nally, returned to the Red 
Bulls II midway through the 
summer. But Bezecourt did 
not feel he had truly made it 
back until he found the back 
of the net — scoring two goals 
against the Harrisburg City 

Continued on page 51

Continued on page 51

• ‘We always fight back. 
It’s the way football is 
played.’

• ‘Providing a brand-
new experience for 
them is great.’

— Andrew Howell, who scored a touchdown 
during Erasmus Hall’s win over Grand Street.

— Nets forward Trevor Booker on 
building a playground for a school.

Former St. Francis soccer star 
is excelling with Red Bulls II

Lincoln football notches big-time win 

FOR THE WIN: Lincoln’s Jordan Jones helped wrap up the win with a late-game touchdown reception. 
 Photo by Angel Zayas

SEEING RED: Former St. Francis Brooklyn star Vincent Bezecourt suffered 
an early season injury this year, but the midfi elder returned to Red Bulls II 
more determined than ever to help his team succeed. Red Bulls II
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BY LAURA AMATO
It wasn’t a pretty game, but it 
was a win — and that was the 
only thing the Erasmus Hall 
football team was concerned 
with.

The Dutchmen defeated 
Grand Street Campus 20–0 at 
the Aviator Sports Complex on 
Sept. 9, getting a bit of revenge 
after falling to the Wolves in 
last year’s city championship. 

“It’s a great way to start 
the season,” Erasmus Hall 
coach Danny Landberg said. 
“Everything is always a little 
sloppy when you fi rst come out 
of camp and you’ve got to get 
used to playing a real game, 
get used to the refs, and get all 
the rust out and the cobwebs 
off. But a win is a win and 
we’ll take it.”

The Dutchmen’s defense 
set the tone of the game early, 
shutting down Grand Street at 
the two-yard line as Zhadane 
Peters recovered a fumble to 
keep the Wolves out of the end 
zone. The fi rst-quarter play 
set Grand Street back on its 
collective heels and gave the 
Erasmus Hall defense some 
much-needed confi dence. 

“We expect that from 
them,” Landberg said. “It’s 
been a work in progress, and 
we’ve been a little bit down on 
them lately. But they really 
rose to the occasion, the cream 
really rose to the top today.”

Erasmus Hall got on the 
board in the second quarter 
with Oniel Stanbury’s three-
yard touchdown run and, from 
there on out, it was all Dutch-
men as the squad settled into 
a rhythm.

“We’ve had a little bit of a 
chip on our shoulder,” Land-
berg said. “We want to make 
sure we get these guys to do 
their job and make sure they 
can regroup from where they 
left off last season. We’re 
proud of their job today.”

Andrew Howell — a trans-
fer from Curtis — padded the 
Dutchmen’s lead heading into 
the half, dancing into the end 
zone from nine yards out to 
make it a 12–0 game at the 
break. 

“I just wanted to get it 
done,” Howell said. “We were 
looking at it like it was a regu-
lar game on our road back to 
the championship. This was 
just regular football.”

Erasmus Hall was far from 
perfect down the stretch.

The Dutchmen punted on 
both of the team’s third-quar-
ter drives and racked up a 
handful of fl ags — including 
a pair of false starts on the 

squad’s opening possession 
in the second half. The team 
refused to let the miscues al-
ter its focus, however, and the 
response after the mistakes 

was as impressive as the win 
itself.

“It’s just what we do. We al-
ways fi ght back,” Howell said. 
“It’s the way football is played. 

If you mess up, just pick your-
self back up and don’t wait on 
it.”

Grand Street did its best to 
battle back in the fourth quar-
ter, but the Dutchmen’s defense 
stepped up once again. Tyrese 
Patterson picked off Wolves’ 
quarterback Dylan Campbell 
midway through the quarter 
to preserve the shutout.

Erasmus Hall put the inter-
ception to good use — Howell 
capped off the ensuing drive 
with his second touchdown of 
the night, a six-yard rush that 
cemented the Dutchmen’s vic-
tory.

It wasn’t a perfect victory, 
but it was a notch in the win 
column and, right now, that’s 
all Erasmus Hall wants. One 
game in the books and, now, 
the Dutchmen are ready for 
the next challenge.

“Every single game is just 
as important as the one you 
played,” Landberg said. “This 
is just a game that we had to 
get out of the way and it’s on 
to the next one. We’ll take the 
next team we play as serious 
as the fi rst one.”

Defense dominates as Erasmus Hall 
cruises to victory in season opener

FACE OFF: Erasmus Hall took on Grand Street Campus at Aviator Sports Complex on Sept. 9. 
 Photo by Angela Carucci

BY LAURA AMATO
There was howling coming out the 
Grand Street Campus locker room af-
ter the Wolves lost the squad’s season 
opener to Erasmus Hall 20–0 on Sept. 
9.

The Wolves weren’t angry — in-
stead, the yelling was an attempt 
to psych one another up — a prom-
ise that things will get better next 
week.

Grand Street Campus — the  reign-
ing Public Schools Athletic League 
champions  — played without head 
coach Bruce Eugene in the opener 
after the school  suspended him in-
definitely late last month . Eugene’s 
absence was a big-time part of the 
squad’s loss, but the Wolves refused 
to make any excuses.

This team is determined to get 
better.

“It’s different when you don’t have 
a part of an operation,” said assis-
tant coach Christopher Legree. “We 
have a way of doing things and it was 

a little off tonight. I’m not making 
any excuses. Erasmus played a great 
game. They deserved to win.”

Grand Street came out firing on 
all cylinders early, moving down 
the field with ease in the first quar-
ter, but the Wolves’ second drive of 
the game ended with a fumble on the 
two-yard line, and the team never re-
covered.

“We started the game exactly the 
way we thought we would,” Legree 
said. “We wanted to establish the 
run, which we did. But then you 
have those little mistakes, and when 
you have a younger crew out there, it 
kind of kills the morale.”

It hasn’t been an easy run up to 
the season for Grand Street, and 
the last few weeks’ ups-and-downs 
showed on the field.

The Wolves turned the ball over 
twice and racked up a handful of 
f lags that made it difficult to move 
the ball.

The offense never hit its stride ei-

ther, as Erasmus Hall’s defense con-
tinued to find its way into the back-
field. Even a quarterback change in 
the fourth quarter — with junior Dy-
lan Campbell taking over for starter 
Chirstophe Mattocks — didn’t do 
much to jumpstart the squad.

“We made a bad play, and I told the 
kids to play the next play,” Legree 
said. “We didn’t play the next play to-
night. We let the bad plays affect the 
next play. We’ll work on that. We’ll 
get prepared for the rest of the sea-
son.” 

Eugene was at the game — watch-
ing from the sidelines — but wasn’t 
able to help run the squad or lead the 
coaching staff. Legree said he and 
the other assistants did their best to 
keep things as normal as possible on 
the sidelines, but it was difficult to 
find a rhythm. 

“We tried to execute, but it just 
didn’t happen tonight,” Legree said. 
“The execution just wasn’t there to-

No bite: Grand Street Wolves, 
now coachless, fall in opener

Continued on page 51
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BY LAURA AMATO
They’re really trying to build up the fan base. 

Nets forward Trevor Booker and cen-
ter Justin Hamilton stepped away from the 
court on Sept. 11 to join more than 200 volun-
teers in building a brand-new playground — 
complete with a customized basketball sec-
tion — at Canarsie Ascend Charter School. It 
was a step out of both players’ comfort zones 
— they do not often build things — but a chal-
lenge they embraced, particularly after see-
ing smiles on kids’ faces when they arrived, 
Booker said.

“To build and give them something to put a 
smile on their face is fantastic,” he said. “They 
can come out here and do things they haven’t 
done before. And providing a brand-new expe-
rience for them is always great.”

The Nets front offi ce approached Hamilton 
and Booker last week about the event, and the 
two — who signed with Brooklyn during the 
offseason — were eager to get out into the com-
munity. After all, if the fans are willing to sup-
port them, the players are more than willing 
to support the fans — and even to pick up a few 
power tools.

“I thought it was just a great thing to help 
come support,” Hamilton said. “I’m just really 
happy to be here and happy to help any way I 
can. I came from a family that built a lot of stuff 
regularly, so I can do that.”

The Nets boast a handful of new players this 
year, and both Hamilton and Booker hope that 
the playground and projects like it will help 
fans put faces to their names. As far as they’re 
concerned, they’re not just players, they’re 
Brooklynites — and they want to do right by 
Kings County.

“I’ve never really been in Brooklyn, so just 
being a fresh player here, it’s just nice to get 
out and meet more people and maybe help out 
somebody become a new fan,” said Hamilton, 
who played in Spain last year. “For us, it’s just 
great to get as much support as we can, because 
when the stadium’s packed with fans that re-
ally believe in us, it really makes us play bet-
ter.”

Booker and Hamilton also met with a group 
of kids inside the school — all of whom were 
anxious to get outside and play.

The reaction from the kids — some of whom 
lined up for high-fi ves with the pair and asked 
the players, ‘Why are you so tall?’ — was more 
than enough to make it all worthwhile for 
Hamilton and Booker.

“It means a lot, really,” Booker said. “Any 
time I’m able to come out to something like this 
and make people happy, you know, I’m here.”

The Nets are just a few weeks away from 
training camp — which gets underway in 

Brooklyn later this month — and both Ham-
ilton and Booker are enjoying the calm before 
the on-court storm.

They’re excited for what’s to come this sea-
son, but events like this — and the chance to 
meet the fans who will cheer for them from 
opening tipoff — are just as important as pre-
season workouts.

“Right now, it’s just about building hab-
its,” Hamilton said. “It’s about bringing in a 
winning culture, and we’re all working really 
hard to do that. We’re just getting ready for the 
start of the season.”

Nets stars help build new 
playground, meet with fans 

six — with a long touchdown 
reception and, for a moment, 
the team looked like it was 
about to stage a rally. 

Railsplitter Jahir Rodri-
guez changed that, however, 
when he picked off Martin 
late in the fi rst half. Audain 
made good on the defensive 
play with his second receiv-
ing touchdown as time ex-
pired in the second quarter, 
giving Lincoln a 28–14 lead at 
the break.

The Railsplitters’ offense 
continued to pile it on in the 
second half — led by Coak-
ley’s four-touchdown perfor-
mance — while the defense 
held steady.

Ricky Forde led the charge 
— forcing a fumble — while 
senior tackle Jaeveon Lessy 
consistently found his way 
into the backfi eld, bringing 
pressure on every snap.

“Great teams have great 

defenses, and we felt that was 
the statement we needed to 
come out and make tonight,” 
Lessy said. 

Jordan Jones — another 
senior standout — also had a 
big game on both sides of the 
ball. He delivered a number 
of hard hits on defense, and 
helped wrap up the win with 
a late-game touchdown recep-
tion. 

“I wanted to make a play 
for my team,” Jones said. 
“And running down that 
sideline I thought, ‘I need to 
get in the end zone.’ ”

The Railsplitters know 
one win doesn’t secure a 
championship, but the week-
one win is more than enough 
to boost the squad’s confi -
dence. If Lincoln can con-
tinue to play like this, the 
squad is certain it’s going to 
be a fun season. 

“We all did a fantastic 
job,” Coakley said. “The [of-
fensive] line got it pushing in 
the second half and the strat-
egy was excellent.”

Islanders on Aug. 2.
“That was a great thing,” 

Bezecourt said. “I was out 
for almost three months and 
watched my teammates have 
fun and have success. So it 
was tough. But to get a cou-
ple of minutes and the goals 
when I came back, that was a 
great thing.”

Over the last month, Beze-
court has hit his on-fi eld 
stride, scoring a pair of goals 
against the City Islanders on 
Sept. 7 to lead the Red Bulls 
II to a regular-season title. 
Bezecourt still isn’t satisfi ed 
— regular-season titles are 
well and good, but he wants 
to compete for a postseason 
championship. 

“Our goal is pretty clear 
— to win the championship,” 

Bezecourt said. “We know 
that we have a good team, we 
have good individuals and 
good players. We have play-
ers that can make a differ-
ence at any time.”

Bezecourt is used to suc-
cess. He led St. Francis to the 
2014 Northeast Conference 
championship and called his 
time in Brooklyn “the great-
est experience of my life.” 
He’s also ready for the next 
challenge, more focused and 
anxious to play than ever, 
particularly after the un-
expected challenges earlier 
this season. Bezecourt has 
goals and he’s going to make 
sure he scores them — on and 
off the fi eld. 

“It’s obviously not going to 
be easy, but I would love to get a 
Major League Soccer contract 
with the fi rst team,” he said. “I 
want to keep doing what I love 
— playing soccer.”

BROOKLYN BUILD-UP: (Above) Nets forward Trevor 
Booker and center Justin Hamilton joined more than 
200 volunteers to help build a playground and (below) 
hang out with students at Canarsie Ascend Charter 
School on Sept. 11. Community News Group / Laura Amato

night. That’s on everybody — the coaching 
staff, myself — and I take full ownership for 
that. I was calling the plays and we called 
zero points. But we’ll be better as we move 
forward.”

Grand Street hopes to have Eugene back 

on the sidelines as soon as possible, but the 
squad is preparing for a season without the 
coach. This loss — something the squad 
didn’t experience once last year — is a ma-
jor learning experience for the group and 
one the Wolves hope to build on heading 
into week two. 

“We’ve got another week,” Legree said. 
“So we’re thankful for that and we’ll get 
better. We’ll have no problem with that.”

Continued from page 50 

GRAND STREET

Continued from page 49 

BEZECOURT

Continued from page 49 

LINCOLN

TOP TEAM: The Railsplitters cruised to a victory over South Shore 
High School on Sept. 9. Photo by Angel Zayas
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FREE
DELIVERY

QUALITY MEATS CUT & SLICED TO ORDER

EYE ROUND
$399

lb.

GROUND BEEF

$329
lb.

SHORT RIBS

$399
lb.

LONDON BROIL 

$399
lb.

Quality “Grade A” Meats


