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BY COLIN MIXSON
History can’t wait.

Park Slope preserva-
tionists are convinced 
Mayor DeBlasio is rail-
roading their efforts to fur-
ther expand the neighbor-
hood’s cherished historic 
district in order to clear a 
path for developers, after 

his appointees on the Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission recently shelved 
the arduous process of rati-
fying the historic district’s 
third expansion for at least 
a year. 

“The city agencies do 
what the mayor tells them 
to do, and it’s been quite 

clear since DeBlasio has 
been in offi ce that the LPC 
has slowed down consid-
erably the pace of its land-
marking,” said Peter Bray, 
chair of local civic group 
the Park Slope Civic Coun-
cil’s landmarks committee. 
“People’s sense of belong-

BY LAUREN GILL
No sail! 

City honchos say they won’t 
be launching a hotly anticipated 
year-round, daily ferry connec-
tion between Brooklyn and Gov-
ernors Island anytime soon, 
despite previously saying they 
could start one when their city-
wide boat-transit service begins 
next year. Offi cials now claim the 
island isn’t popular enough to 
warrant the extra leg yet, and say 
they won’t weigh anchor until 
there are more year-round busi-
nesses and attractions there.

“It’s always been a plan for 
that to be an option that we can 
activate when the time is right,” 
said Maria Torres-Springer, 
president of the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation, which 
will operate the new ferries. “We 
have the ability to do it, it’s just 
a question of when it makes the 
most sense.”

Ironically, the news comes 
 just as the agency is launching  
a new campaign dubbed “Gov Is-
land 365,” urging New Yorkers to 
suggest ways it can make the is-

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
City offi cials and homeless 
shelter operators turned 
the press away from an 
otherwise-public meeting 
about a  controversial Sun-
set Park men’s home , be-
cause they say the discus-
sions were too “sensitive” 
for the news to attend.

A so-called “community 

advisory board” for the pub-
licly funded shelter on 49th 
Street met last Wednesday 
night, but a worker refused 
to let this paper in, claim-
ing that the meeting in-
tended to foster dialogue 
between locals and shelter 
operators was not, in fact, 
open to local news.

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10Continued on page 9

Prince cover 
band plays Bklyn

BY LAURA MELTZER
Their name is Princess! And they 
are funky!

A two-woman Prince cover 
band will pay tribute to the Pur-
ple One at two shows at Brooklyn 
Bowl Sept. 23–24. Princess, which 
stars “Saturday Night Live” alum 
Maya Rudolph and singer-song-
writer Gretchen Lieberum, is not 
an imitation of the late singer, but 
is an ode to his spirit and his per-
sona, said Lieberum.

“We don’t embody Prince as 
much as embody our 12-year-old 
selves singing and dancing to 
Prince songs into a hairbrush 
in front of the mirror,” she said. 
“That joyful, silly, intense love 
you have for music at that age 
that we still have into our 40s.”

Rudolph and Lieberum met in 
college while collaborating on an-
other band, and soon discovered 
that they shared a similar sense 
of humor — and an obsession with 
the “Purple Rain” singer.

“While we were writing and 
performing music for our own 
band, we would also harmonize 

Continued on page 6
THEY WANT TO BE YOUR COVER: Maya Rudolph and Gretchen Lieberum have got the look as Princess, a Prince tribute 
band playing Brooklyn Bowl on Sept. 23-24. Katrina Dickson 

BLOCK-ED: Peter Bray 
wants Mayor DeBlasio to 
get on with landmarking old 
Park Slope buildings.

RASPBERRY DUETCity: No 
Gov. Island 
ferry yet

No Slope preservationsShut out of meeting
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PASTARIA

717 86st Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializing in homemade pasta 
& grandma-style pizza.

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram
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deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings. 

Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY
is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn 
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BY LAUREN GILL
Long Island University must 
pay professors at its Brook-
lyn campus the same rate 
as their Long Island coun-
terparts, the stiffed staffers 
demanded while rallying 
outside the Flatbush Ave-
nue college on the fi rst day 
of classes on Sept. 7. 

In an unprecedented 
move, the university the 
barred unionized mem-
bers of the Long Island 
University Faculty Fed-
eration from entering the 
place of learning and cut 
off their health insurance 
after their fi ve-year con-
tracts expired on Aug. 31 
and they say the school 
refused to meet their de-
mands for the same wages 
and benefi ts as those work-
ing at the Brookville, Long 
Island  campus. The school 
fi nally lifted the lockout 
after 12 days of protests 
on the evening of Sept. 14, 
extending the educators’ 
expired contracts through 
May 31, 2017, but  the two 
parties will eventually 
have to come to a resolu-
tion over a dispute that has 
been going on for months 
already.

The college most re-
cently offered a minimum 
salary of $80,000 for new 
hires in Kings County, 
compared to $96,000 in 
Nassau County, according 

to a spokeswoman from 
the federation. Around 
half of the full-time Brook-
lyn faculty makes 20 per-
cent less than staff at the 
Long Island campus, she 
claimed. 

The school’s vice presi-
dent and counsel Gale Ste-
vens Haynes blamed the 
disparity on choices the 
union previously made 
about how to divvy up 
wage increases amongst 
the faculty, and said it 
locked the professors out 
to prevent a strike — al-
though the end result did 
not appear to be all that 
different.

In the interim, the in-
stitution used non-union 
staffers and recruited tem-
porary teachers to cover 
the exiled educationists’ 
classes — angering stu-
dents who staged their 
own walkout on the after-
noon of Sept. 14, demand-
ing the mind-sculptors 
that they had paid for. 

“We’re upset about how 
much tuition we’re paying 
and now they’re giving us 
unqualified teachers to 
take over,” said a student 
at the Sept. 7 protest who 
identified herself only as 
Mariel out of fear of be-
ing targeted by university 
administration. “There’s 
very well-respected pro-
fessors who deserve 

higher pay and they don’t 
deserve what’s happening 
to them right now.”

Union organizers 
erected  a customary giant 
inflatable rat  — known as 
“Scabby” — out the front 
of the university to high-
light the nonunion labor-
ing going on inside.

One longtime professor 
said she was both shocked 
and saddened to see the 
school had resorted to 
such drastic measures.

“I’ve never seen any-
thing like this, such ag-
gression against the 
faculty from the adminis-
tration,” said Stephanie 
Porcelli, who had been 
teaching biology for 25 
years and attended the 
school as an undergradu-
ate. “I’m more sad than 
angry — I don’t like seeing 
them ruining my school.” 

In the agreement 
reached on Wednesday, 
the teachers will be able 
to return to their jobs im-
mediately and the school 
will compensate them for 
any health-care costs in-
curred during the lock-
out, according to a release 
from the American Feder-
ation of Teachers. The two 
parties will have another 
eight months to continue 
bargaining, and will en-
gage a meditator to help 
hammer things out.

Strong-arm Island!
Union: LIU locks Brooklyn professors out for 

12 days after refusing to pay Long Island wages

PUPIL POWER: LIU Students — who were being taught by temporary staff during a 12-day lockout — 
joined a protest on the fi rst day of class. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf



S
EPT. 18, 2016, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

BY COLIN MIXSON
This honey is to die for! 

Green-Wood Cemetery 
is selling its own brand of 
the sticky spread dubbed 
“the Sweet Hereafter” and 
made on-site by a few thou-
sand of the graveyard’s six-
legged tenants, who, while 
alive and buzzing, fi t right 
into Brooklyn’s largest ne-
cropolis, according to their 
keeper.

“There’s not that many 
great places to keep bees 
in New York City,” said 
Green-Wood beekeeper 
Davin Larson. “Not a lot 
of people have backyards 
and there’s no farmland, so 
Greenwood is a nice little 
oasis for them.”

The sprawling boneyard 
is home to some 580,000 
corpses, but it is also full 
of life, with thousands of 
pollen-producing plants, 
such as cherry trees and 
rhododendron, nestled be-
tween the headstones and 
crypts.

And that is exactly what 
the cemetery’s 100,000 bees 
need to make delicious, 
syrupy honey, which come 

in a range of distinct fl a-
vors including mint and 
tangerine due to the burial 
ground’s diverse fl ora, 
staff say.

“There were a lot of com-
plex fl avors,” said Green-
Wood manager of develop-
ment John Connolly.

Green-Wood brought 
the bees into Brooklyn’s fi -
nal resting place in spring 
2015, in an effort to fi ght 
the recent rise of so-called 
colony collapse disorder — 

an unexplained phenom-
ena in which millions of 
worker bees are suddenly 
vanishing from their 
hives, leaving their queen 
behind, according to Con-
nolly.

“With colony collapse 
disorder and the sort of bad 
management of pest spray-
ing, we felt it’s really vital 
that we protect our bee popu-
lations,” he said.

That said, the money’s 
in the honey, and the bees 

will have to pay for them-
selves if they want to keep 
their place in paradise, he 
added.

“We’re trying to see if 
we can break even on the 
care of the hives and the 
jarring and production of 
honey,” Connolly said. “Al-
truistic things aside, we 
can’t lose money on this 
proposition.”

But, as far as the bees 
are concerned, room and 
board in Green-Wood is well 
worth the cost in honey, ac-
cording to Larson, who also 
manages three hives on a 
Fort Greene rooftop and 
says his graveyard bees, as 
compared to their uptown 
cousins, live the Life of Ri-
ley.

“They have more foli-
age, they’re right next to 
a lake, they’re beneath a 
willow tree, so they have 
shade,” he said. “I’d say 
they’re doing a lot better at 
Green-Wood.”

The cemetery will start 
hawking jars of honey near 
its 25th Street entrance 
within the next two to three 
weeks. 

MAKING A BUZZ: Green-Wood Cemetery’s beekeeper Davin Larson shows off some of the graveyard’s brand-new honey makers. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY COLIN MIXSON
Howl-elujah!

Prospect Park’s Dog 
Beach is back open  after 
two months of reconstruc-
tion  — and with a few 
weeks of summer still to 
spare!

Kings County canines 
had to go without the 
popular swimming spot 
for the hottest part of the 
year while workers pret-
tied-up the pond, and are 
thrilled to be able to enjoy 
an even-better lagoon for 
the remainder of the sea-
son, according to their 
owners.

“She really missed 
it, she was hot all sum-
mer,” said Park Sloper 
Maud Andrew of her 
Australian cattle dog 
Rocket. “It’s very nice 
to have it back. It looks 
very nice.”

The Prospect Park Al-
liance — a private advo-
cacy group that works 
with the city to main-
tain the green space — 
closed the pooch pool in 
July to accommodate the 
reconstruction, which 
it expected to take un-
til spring next year. But 
workers fi nished ahead 
of schedule, according to 
spokeswoman Grace Mc-
Creight, and dog-own-
ers were greeted with 
an even more charming 
wading pool last Thurs-
day morning.

The in-house lake-
scaping team rid the 
pond of invasive plants 

and replaced them with 
native species in order 
to create a more harmo-
nious living environ-
ment for the area’s fi sh, 
reptiles, and avian resi-
dents, she said. 

They also swapped 
ugly stone slabs and 
boulders around the 
body of water with more 
attractive rocks, and 
switched the chain-link 
fence that cordons off the 
doggy-paddling portion 
of the lake to a more pet-
friendly cable-and-mesh 
alternative. 

It looks perfect, but 
for one thing, said An-
drew.

“They should have 
added a little diving 
board,” she said.

Park-going pups had 
nowhere to swim while 
the Dog Beach was un-
der the shovel, as the 
meadow’s other pooch-
approved pool in Pros-
pect Park Lake is closed 
due to  an algae infesta-
tion that is deadly to 
pets .

The Dog Beach reno-
vations were funded as 
part of a larger, $2.6-mil-
lion project that includes 
fi x-ups to the neighboring 
Long Meadow baseball 
fi elds.

The beach is accessi-
ble to pooches and their 
owners during the park’s 
early-morning and night-
time off-leash hours, 
which are from 7 am to 9 
am and after 9 pm.

Fall in! P’Park’s 
dog beach back

BEE-LIEVE IT! 
Green-Wood Cemetery is making its own honey

DOG DAYS: Park Slope pooch Rocket is fi nally able to cool off 
at Prospect Park’s Dog Beach once again, after it reopened last 
week following two months of renovations.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

HONEY TO DIE FOR: Green-Wood Cemetery is now home to more 
than 20 beehives. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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BY LAURA AMATO
It’s almost “Tebow Time” in 
Brooklyn.

Heisman Trophy winner 
and former Denver Bron-
cos star quarterback Tim 
Tebow may soon be headed 
to MCU Park — and Cy-
clones offi cials say a 2017 
roster including the failed 
New York Jet would be the 
biggest news for Brooklyn 
sports since professional 
baseball returned to the 
borough in 2001.

“It would generate na-
tional attention,” said Cy-
clones communication di-
rector Billy Harner before 
going one better. “It would 
generate international at-
tention.”

The 29-year-old burst 
on the sports scene in 2007 
when he was named college 
football’s best player after 
quarterbacking the Univer-
sity of Florida to a national 
championship. He led the 
Denver Broncos to an AFC 

West title in 2012 before be-
ing traded to the Jets after 
the season. He didn’t play 
much in the Meadowlands, 
and was eventually cut 
from the team in 2013. He 
hasn’t played an NFL game 
since.

The Mets signed Tebow 
last week, and announced 
he’ll play in the Arizona 
Fall League — albeit with 
weekends off so he can 
work as an analyst for col-
lege games broadcast by an 
ESPN affi liate. 

But one of the next steps 
for Tebow could be the Cy-
clones, a team that is no 
stranger to bringing big-
name players to MCU Park. 
Jose Reyes’s return to the 
Mets started in Brooklyn 
last summer, and his fi rst 
stint with the team in June 
 drew the biggest crowds of 
the season .

But Harner said having 
Tebow would be an even big-
ger draw thanks to the heart-

throb’s good looks and ath-
letic ability.

“I think [Reyes] times 
100,” he said. “This story 
and this player are as much 
People Magazine as he is 
Sports Illustrated. So you’re 
getting the entertainment 
side of it as well as the sports 
side of it.”

Of course, there’s still 
a long way for Tebow to go 
before he suits up in a Cy-
clones uniform.

Tebow has never played 
professional baseball, and 
hasn’t played baseball com-
petitively since his junior 
year in high school more 
than a decade ago.

That has left plenty of 
question marks surround-
ing what he’ll be able to do 
on the fi eld, but if Tebow 
can make it to Brooklyn, 
his impact on the entire Cy-
clones franchise would be 
unprecedented.

“I’d imagine if he were 
here opening day 2017, which 

is very far off, but I 
mean that would be 
something that would 
be one of the [biggest] 
media turnouts we’ve 
had since the begin-
ning of the franchise,” 
Harner said. 

“And that was the 
fi rst game in Brooklyn 
since the ’50s.”

The Mets expect 
Tebow to spend about 
three weeks in the in-
structional league — 
where he’ll compete 
with players in their 
teens — and then move 
on to a winter league 
or more specialized, 
one-on-one workouts 
in Florida.

“There’s so many mov-
ing parts to this, because 
no one really knows what to 
expect from him,” Harner 
said. “He’s never played 
professional baseball be-
fore.”

Tebow is expected to 

play for the Mets in spring 
training next year where, 
according to Harner, “like 
everybody else, he’d be com-
peting in spring training 
for a spot.”

Then, if everything goes 
well, he’d move on to the 
next level — including pos-

sibly landing in Brooklyn.
“At this point we’re kind 

of far off,” Harner said. 
“He’s got to get acclimated 
to professional baseball 
and get there and spend a 
little more time in St. Lu-
cie. Then we’ll see where 
that goes.”

Tim Tebow in Brooklyn?
One-time Jet is now a Met — and he could play for the Cyclones

VISIONS OF THE FUTURE?: Our artists imagine Tim Tebow in a Brooklyn 
Cyclones uniform. Lookin’ good! CNG composite using AP image
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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to Prince songs,” said Lie-
berum, and they would “lis-
ten to rare Prince demos 
and B-sides and quote lines 
from ‘Purple Rain’ to each 
other.”

Many years later, when 
Rudolph was preparing to 
depart “Saturday Night 

Live,” Lieberum suggested 
that they start a Prince 
cover band, with the two of 
them harmonizing on the 
vocals, just as they had for 
years. Rudolph’s response 
quoted “Purple Rain”: 
“Morris, you’re a genius!”

Princess has played 
plenty of big venues in the 
last few years, including 
Carnegie Hall and the show 
“Late Night With Jimmy 

Fallon.” The pair later dis-
covered that Prince him-
self was a fan, when they 
met him backstage at one 
of his shows. 

“He told us that he had 
our Jimmy Fallon perfor-
mance recorded on his 
DVR, which completely 
blew my mind!” said Lie-
berum. 

Prince’s death earlier 
this year has reinforced 

Lieberum and Rudolph’s 
determination to do justice 
to the singer’s music.

“I feel an even greater 
responsibility to do right 
by him,” said Lieberum. 

“Princess” at Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369, www.brook-
lynbowl.com]. Sept. 23–24 
at 8 pm. $30.

Continued from page 1 

PRINCESS

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They’re Tolkien ’bout a rev-
olution!

Middle Earth will get a 
mid-’60s musical makeover 
next month at the Brick, in 
“The Beatles Present ‘The 
Lord of the Rings: The Mu-
sical,’ ” opening Oct. 6. The 
wacky comedy is based 
on a true but little-known 
chapter in the Fab Four’s 
history, when the band 
hoped to adapt J.R.R. Tol-
kien’s epic fantasy into a 
fi lm. The show imagines 
what might have happened 
if director Stanley Kubrick 
had not shot the idea down 
deader than Boromir, said 
one of the show’s creators. 

“It’s a very silly, dumb 
show — but it tells the story 
of the band and their dy-
namics and alludes to, ‘Oh, 
what if they did this movie? 
Would it have kept them 
together?’ ” said co-writer 
and director Kyle Wilson. 

The hour-long show 
opens with the mop-topped 
musicians about to break 
their fellowship, but their 
shared passion for the tale 
of hobbits and wizards 
leads them to slap together a 
makeshift adaptation of the 
fantasy trilogy, with spatu-

las serving as swords and 
a pile of books and a lava 
lamp transforming into the 
Tower of Sauron (Barad-
Dûr to the fans out there). 

“It’s got a very Monty 
Python sensibility. The 
vibe is very low-fi delity 
cleverness,” said Wilson. 
“It’s very do-it-yourself, 
they’re grabbing costume 
pieces from furniture and 
making props and doing 
their own thing.” 

John Lennon and Paul 
McCartney take on the 

roles of hero hobbit Frodo 
Baggins and his sidekick 
Samwise Gamgee, while 
George Harrison and Ringo 
Starr play almost everyone 
else, including the wiz-
ard Gandalf, the elf queen 
Galadriel, and the schem-
ing Saruman — all while 
Gollum, played by Yoko 
Ono, strives to break up the 
band and reclaim her “Pre-
cious” John Lennon.

But one does not sim-
ply … write a “Lord of the 
Rings” musical. Wilson 

and French, who both live 
in Bushwick, have given 
classic Beatles songs a fan-
tastic twist, so that “Good 
Day Sunshine” becomes 
“Good Day Sauron.”

“It was mainly Kyle 
and I sitting around going 
through the whole canon of 
Beatles songs to fi gure out 
what we could adjust to the 
‘Lord of the Rings,’ ” said 
Sam French, the show’s 
other writer and director.

But the story has grown 
from a simple celebration of 
fantasy and ’60s rock into a 
tale about creativity and re-
lationships, said French. 

“It’s really evolved 
into this story of friend-
ship,” said French. “John 
and Paul mirror the arc 
of Frodo and Sam’s friend-
ship. And at the end of the 
day, it’s still four people 
who want to put on a show 
and are trying their best to 
make something good.” 

“The Beatles Present 
‘The Lord of the Rings: The 
Musical’ ” at the Brick (575 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union and Lorimer streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189, www.bricktheater.
com). Oct. 6–8 at 8 pm; Oct. 
7 at 10 pm. $18.

SARUMAN THE WHITE ALBUM: The bad guys get a big musical 
number in “The Beatles Present ‘The Lord of the Rings: The Musi-
cal.’ ” Tom Strong

Lord of the Ringo
New musical mashes up the Fab Four and Frodo

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
He is not throwing away 
his shots!

An anti-capitalist 
performer will pass out 
shots of whiskey and try 
to change peoples’ minds 
about maligned founding 
father Aaron Burr in “Why 
I Shot Hamilton,” playing 
at the Old Stone House on 
Sept. 20. The show will use 
stories and songs to ex-
plain that the man Burr 
shot — the nation’s fi rst 
Treasury secretary Alex-
ander Hamilton — was a 
jerk who deserved to die 
— and so does the banking 
system he created, accord-
ing to the performer.

“I want to explain why 
capitalism doesn’t work 
and why Burr’s attack on 
Hamilton was not a duel,” 
said Jim Costanzo, founder 
of the Aaron Burr society. 
“Hamilton was a tortured 
soul on many levels — and 
he was unbelievably vi-
cious when he dealt with 
his political enemies.”

Former Vice President 
Burr, meanwhile, has posi-
tive qualities that the have 
been swept away in the 
current tide of Hamilton-
mania, said Constanzo.

“Aaron Burr set up 
banks and with every prof-
its he gave loans to work-
ing class people — Alexan-
der hated that,” he said.

In Costanzo’s eyes, 
Burr’s beliefs are in line 
with those of the Occupy 
Wall Street movement. 
And it was Burr’s stance 
against capitalism that 
has caused history to turn 
on him, not killing Hamil-
ton, or his trial for treason 
in 1807. 

Costanzo hopes that 
people will leave the show 
with a different view of 
Burr’s legacy.

“I would hope people 
get to see how people like 
Burr have been treated in 
history,” said Costanzo. 
“People who have pushed 
back against capitalism 
have always been vilifi ed.”

Costanzo has seen the 
Broadway hit “Hamil-
ton,” and though he dis-
agreed with Hamilton’s 
portrayal, he praised its 
writer and star Lin-Man-
uel Miranda.

“I have seen ‘Ham-
ilton,’ and Lin-Manuel 
Miranda is brilliant,” 
said Costanzo. “But my 
point of view on history is 
the polar opposite — it’s 
all super-complicated.”

“Why I Shot Ham-
ilton” at the Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 
Avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195, www.old-
stonehouse.com]. Sept. 20 
at 7 pm. Free.

A case for Burr

DO YOU SUPPORT AARON BURR, SIR?: Jim Costanzo, left, the 
founder and director of the Aaron Burr Society, used to give 
anti-capitalist performances in front of Wall Street banks. 
 Jim Costanzo
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Now that’s Italian!
The pasta, ravioli, and fillings 

are all personally prepared by the 
owner. Sauces and desserts are 
made in-house, and just about ev-
ery entrée on the menu is under 
$20.

Welcome to Annabelle’s Pas-
taria, a lovely restaurant in Dyker 
Heights that opened in March.

From the food to the décor, ev-
erything about it pleases. Owner 
Nick Di Leo, proprietor of Bella 
Luna for 16 years before opening 
this establishment, knows what 
customers like. They crave com-
fort, yet they like variety. Anna-
belle’s — named after his mom 
— offers the best of both worlds. 

His handmade pasta offers that 
light touch so many customers 
prefer. 

“People tell me they love eat-
ing it because it doesn’t leave them 
bloated,” Di Leo says.  

No doubt his delicious pesto 
sauce also keeps them coming 
back, as does the Bucatini Amatri-
ciana — a spicy tomato sauce with 
pancetta. 

And while there are plenty 
of traditional dishes such as 
spaghetti and meatballs, frutti 
di mare, lasagna, eggplant and 
chicken parmigiana, chicken 
marsala, and shrimp Francese, 
Di Leo also wanted “to kick it up 
a notch,” by serving some familiar 
foods, offered in unique ways.

Like the pear ravioli. Who could 
have imagined that fresh pear, 
mascarpone, and Romano cheese 
would make for awesome ravioli? 
Di Leo did — another refreshing, 
light pasta dish that’s full of flavor 
and dressed with a reduced butter 
sauce. 

Likewise, the assorted br-
uschetta appetizer offers some-
thing unusual, yet recognizable — 
Italian bread with toppings such 
as kale, beans, and asparagus. 
Even the calamari is a bit different 
— served in a hot and sweet sauce. 

The spinach and ricotta rice 
balls are fabulous, as are the im-
ported cheeses, adorned on a long 
cutting board, accompanied by 
nuts and grapes.   

Annabelle’s specializes in 
grandma-style pizza, so crusts are 
always tasty-thin. Order it topped 
with just about anything you can 
think of — Portobello mushrooms, 
sundried tomatoes, arugula, 
roasted peppers, onions, anchovies, 
artichokes, black olives, chicken 
meatballs, eggplant, prosciutto, 

and Sopressata — you name it. 
Yes, you can get a Caesar salad, 

but you can also have a strawberry 
salad — plenty of greens, fresh 

strawberries and goat cheese, 
tossed in a balsamic dressing.

The oh-so-tender branzini — of-
fered as a special — is wrapped in 
foil and baked with carrot chunks, 
olives, potatoes, asparagus, and 
sliced tomato. 

Di Leo is confident that his 
homemade cheesecake is, “the 
best you’ve ever tasted.” 

His talents, and those of co-
owner John Di Leo, extend beyond 
the kitchen. The restaurant has 
simple, modern appeal with its 
wood floors and flat-screen tele-
visions. Yet, it offers a brick wall 
with fun-to-view photographs of 
decades-old 86th Street. There’s a 
map of Italy on the opposite wall.

It has often been said that a res-
taurant’s bathroom tells its own 
tale. Well, don’t miss taking a peek 
at these ultra-modern bathrooms, 
with retro touches that include 
a black tile wall, white pedestal 
sink, and long mirror. It is simply 
stunning. 

Annabelle’s Pastaria [717 86th 
St. off Seventh Avenue in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 836–9444, www.an-
nabellespastaria.com]. Open week-
days, noon–10 pm; Fridays and 
Saturdays, noon –11 pm; Sundays, 
1–10 pm.  

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Annabelle’s offers a taste of Italy in Dyker Heights
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
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WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 9/30/16.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

34 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s about tome!

A pair of Sunset Park-
ers built a book-loan box 
outside their 52nd Street 
home to bring neighbors 
together, according to one 
of the part-time librar-
ians.

“I hope it strengthens 
the sense of community 
on the block and in the 
area. Engaging other peo-
ple makes you happier, it 
gives you a greater sense 
of community — less 
fear,” said activist Tony 
Giordano, who created 
the box with wife and 
Fifth Avenue Business 
Improvement District di-
rector Renee.

The pink-and-blue 
box — titled the “Sunset 
Parker Book Loan” — can 
hold up to 25 tomes, and 
the couple plans to pack 
it with picture books 
for kids up to the third 
grade. Locals can take 
a book or put in some of 
their own for neighbors 
to check out — and there 
is no due date, the Gior-
danos said.

A sign on the bite-sized 

bibliotheque explains the 
process in four languages 
— English, Spanish, Ara-
bic, and Chinese.

The Giordanos have 
only been able to stock 
books in English and 
Spanish so far, but con-
tributions in other lan-
guages are welcome, the 
pair said.

The book loan is an off-
shoot of a community li-
brary the couple created 
in the Sunset Park Busi-
ness Improvement Dis-
trict office, according to 
Renee. They started the 
program about two years 
ago, and since then, locals 
have donated roughly 800 
paperbacks and hardcov-
ers. The husband-and-wife 
team decided they could 
reach more people by set-
ting up the satellite lend-
ing office outside their 
home, Tony said.

“We were thinking, 
‘We got all these books, 
and they’re just sitting 
here, so maybe we can 
do something more with 
them for the commu-
nity,’ ” he said.

Tony built the minia-

ture house-like structure 
in early September and 
plans to add a few finish-
ing touches before fasten-
ing the tiny library to a 
tree stump in their front 
yard next week so locals 
can access it from the 
street, he said.

E-readers are becom-
ing a more readily avail-
able option in homes and 
schools than old-fash-
ioned books, but Tony 
hopes the physical me-
dia he and Renee are put-
ting on loan will rekindle 
folks’ love of the bound 
page, he said.

“There’s still that ro-
manticism of holding 
a book in your hands,” 
the former teacher said. 
“Books have played so 
many roles in my life. You 
can write notes in them 
and find old messages, 
they can hold love letters, 
a f lower. It’s sort of magi-
cal. You can’t do that with 
a Kindle.”

The “Sunset Parker 
Book Loan” (653 52nd St. 
between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues in Sunset 
Park). Free.

CULTIVATING BOOKWORMS: Renee Giordano hopes to ignite a love of books in young children with 
the Sunset Parker Book Loan on 53rd Street between Sixth and Seventh avenues. 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

A NOVEL IDEA! 
Sunset Parkers set up book-lending box
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“You were given the im-
pression that this is an open 
meeting, but it’s not,” said 
program director Cesar Vil-
legas, who works for opera-
tor Samaritan Village. “It’s 
invite-only, and right now 
we’re talking with the com-
munity advisory board.”

A representative 
from Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca’s (D–Sunset Park) 
offi ce told this paper that af-
ternoon that the meeting was 
open to all, but reached later, 
the rep said previous informa-
tion was confused and — due 
to the sensitive nature of the 
meeting — press was not al-
lowed to attend.

The advisory board is 
composed of civic activists, 
community board members, 
elected offi cials and their rep-
resentatives, local faith lead-
ers, block association heads, 
and business improvement 
district honchos, according 
to a spokeswoman with the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices who could not immedi-
ately provide a list of board 
members’ names.

Samaritan Village did, ap-

parently, let in a few members 
of the public, according to one 
local leader who attended.

“I understood that it was 
open to the public,” said Com-
munity Board 7 district man-
ager Jeremy Laufer. “Mem-
bers from the community 
were there. Two of my neigh-
bors were there.”

The meeting was held the 
same day this paper published 
a story in which  several shel-
ter residents alleged  the De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices-funded home was not 
providing housing- and job-
placement assistance that it 
claims it is.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Sunset Parkers are wor-
ried that a stalled inn tem-
porarily acting as a home-
less shelter is becoming a 
permanent lodge for the 
destitute without adequate 
oversight.

Developers planned to 
open a Howard Johnson 
hotel on 24th Street be-
tween Third and Fourth 
avenues, but franchisees 
are still waiting on the 
okay from hotel-company 
higher-ups — and in the 
mean time, the city is rent-
ing out nearly all 41 rooms 
in the building for home-
less families. But short-
term housing tends to be-
come a concrete fi xture, 
one local leader said.

“ ‘Temporary’ has an 
interesting meaning in 
New York City,” said Com-
munity Board 7 district 
manager Jeremy Laufer. 
“Sometimes that means 
forever.”

Children’s Community 

Services has been running 
the Department of Home-
less Services-funded home 
since mid-August, accord-
ing to a building manager 
who expects it will operate 
for 6–12 months.

The city must alert lo-
cals before opening a per-
manent shelter — they 
have no obligation to do 
so when a temporary one 
opens, but they should, 
Laufer said.

“The city has had an 
emergency declaration 
since 1981 which is allow-
ing them to place shelters 
in communities with min-
imal notice,” he said. “But 
I don’t think it’s such an 
emergency that you can’t 
keep the community in-
formed.”

Locals were surprised 
to learn about the shelter, 
and many did not fi nd out 
until going into the hotel 
to make inquiries, accord-
ing to one area resident 
who said she has no prob-

lem with her new neigh-
bors but just wants a little 
heads-up.

“I’m fi ne with it be-
ing here, but as some-
one in the community, 
I just want them to let 
me know what’s going 
on,” said Marisol Casta-
nos, who lives behind 
the building and found 
out about the temporary 
shelter when she went 
to the front desk to com-
plain about residents’ 
rowdy behavior.

Staff at the building be-
gan handing out letters on 

Aug. 29 explaining the sit-
uation to locals, according 
to the building manager.

Howard Johnson did 
not respond to a request 
for comment.

Mayor DeBlasio has 
 vowed to reduce the use of 
hotels as shelters  — which 
costs the city an average 
of $161 per night — but the 
number of homeless living 
in inns continues to rise. 
In August that number 
was 3,990, up from 2,656 in 
February, according to De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices data.

TURNED AWAY: The shelter’s 
program director Cesar Villegas 
(standing on stairs) told a report-
er the meeting was closed to the 
press. CNG/ Caroline Spivack 

Continued from page 1 

MEETINGS’Park’s newest 
homeless shelter

CONCERNED: Locals are worried a temporary shelter at this 
under-construction hotel on 24th Street will become perma-
nent.  Community News Group / Caroline Spivack
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land a destination “where 
you could work, learn, and 
play year-round.” 

Brooklyn residents 
and pols have been doing 
that for years,  calling for 
a permanent vessel  to the 
island’s stunning parks, 
historic sites, and the New 
York Harbor School, which 
 relocated  from Bushwick to 
Governors Island in 2010.

In October last year,  one 
of Torres-Springer’s col-
leagues said  the city could 
create the route the same 
time it opens fi ve new ferry 
stops between Brooklyn 
Heights and Bay Ridge in 
January 2017, so long as 
the operator it selected for 
the gig was offering to do it 
for the right price. The city 
included a route between 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Governors Island, and Red 
Hook as an “option” for 
2017  in its own maps .

But a spokesman now 
says money was never the is-
sue — the island needs more 

development before the ser-
vice will be worthwhile.

“It’s not an issue of cost, 
it’s an issue of logistics,” 
said Economic Develop-
ment Corporation rep An-
thony Hogrebe.

Hogrebe wouldn’t say 
if a Governors Island leg 
was part of  eventual win-
ner Hornblower Cruises 
and Events ’ pitch, but said 
that the city is in talks with 
the new skipper now about 
starting the route “when it 
makes sense.” 

He added that the route 
will make the most sense 
once the island is a year-
round destination. But for 
that to happen, of course, 
people need to be able to get 
there.

Currently, Brooklyn-
to-Governors Island fer-
ries only run on weekends 
from late May through Sep-
tember. Otherwise, island 
hoppers — including the 
more than 400 students who 
make the trip to the mari-
time-themed Harbor School 
from September through 
June — have to catch a boat 
from the outer borough of 

Manhattan.
The Harbor School was 

designed to help struggling 
students chart a new course 
in careers on the water, and 
offi cials  last year said a con-
nection to Brooklyn would 
help more of those kids in 
Kings County access the 
specialty institution . 

Pols serving the bor-
ough’s shoreline nabes 
 wrote a letter to Mayor De-
Blasio in March  last year 
urging him to include a 
Governors Island leg in the 
new ferry system — and 
say they’re still pushing 
Hizzoner to keep it at the 
top of his list. 

“It’s important that EDC 
recognizes year-round 
ferry access to Governors 
Island remains a commu-
nity priority,” said state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D-
Brooklyn Heights), who put 
his John Hancock on the 
letter alongside Council-
men Steve Levin (D–Brook-
lyn Heights), Brad Lander 
(D–Carroll Gardens), state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D-
Brooklyn Heights) and oth-
ers. 

ing is being torn apart by a 
massive development boom 
prompted by the DeBlasio 
administration and this 
was done without any con-
sideration of any historic 
resources in these commu-
nities.”

 The commission ap-
proved the second expan-
sion of the Park Slope 
Historic District in April  
— adding 300 houses on the 
streets bounded by Flat-
bush Avenue and Union 
Street, between Fifth and 
Sixth Avenues to the pro-
tected zone — and Bray 
and his fellow architecture 
afi cionados were hoping to 
kick off the process for a 
third immediately. 

But Bray says the pan-
el’s chair Meenakshi Srini-
vasan told them at a meet-
ing in July that the city 
would not even discuss the 
geographic dimensions of 
the third extension — of a 
planned four — which is 
required before the four-to-
fi ve-year landmarking pro-
cess can even begin. Srini-
vasan said the city had 
other priorities, albeit not 
what those were, he said.

That’s a big change from 
when the agency was oper-
ating under former-Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, and 
structured the expansions 
so that when one was fi n-
ished, the next could begin 
immediately, he claims.

“Under the old adminis-
tration, conversations took 
place about the next phase 
as the active extension was 
being worked on, so that 
when we approached the 
point at which one exten-
sion was approved, there 
was already feedback from 
the LPC that they would 
consider for the new up-
coming extension,” Bray ex-
plained. “That doesn’t exist 
with this administration.”

A commission spokes-
man defended the agency 
in a statement saying the 
third extension has not 
been “postponed” because 
it was never on its calendar, 
and that the commission 
looks at many factors when 
prioritizing which propos-
als go next — although not 
what those are.

“The commission sets its 
priorities based on many fac-
tors, including its responsi-
bility to consider resources 
in all fi ve boroughs,” said 
Damaris Olivo.

But another historical 

architecture lover believes 
it is a symptom of the may-
or’s desire to create more 
below-market housing by 
fueling development in 
the city, which means ev-
erything else — including 
landmarking — has taken 
a back seat.

“Development has taken 
precedence over almost 
everything,” said Simeon 
Bankoff of preservationist 
group the Historic District 
Council. “All you ever read 
in the papers is ‘affordable 
housing, affordable hous-
ing, affordable housing,’ 
and to the detriment of other 
goals.”

Meanwhile, the extra 
time gives the owners of 
properties in the proposed 
third expansion — roughly 
between Union and Eighth 
streets along Sixth Ave-
nue — an opening to make 
changes that undermine 
the area’s historical value, 
with threats ranging from 
entirely new developments 
all the way down to small-
scale renovations that mod-
ernize buildings’ 19th-cen-
tury facades, Bankoff said.

“You can start losing aes-
thetic integrity when people 
start changing the windows, 
or they want to do something 
modern,” he said.

Continued from page 1 

HISTORIC

Continued from page 1 
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