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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Nervous Bay Ridgites are demanding 
the city step up homeless-outreach ef-
forts now that the destitute are making 
their home in a public park rest area on 
Shore Road. The city clears the building 
in response to locals’ complaints, but the 
homeless just return the next day, so offi -
cials need to come up with a more perma-
nent solution, one neighbor said.

“I complain and complain to the city, 
but as soon as they convince people to 
leave, other homeless show up,” said Je-
sus Ayala, a superintendant for an apart-
ment complex across the street. “They 
just keep coming. The city gated and 

locked it up, but they just climb over. I’ve 
given up.”

The two-story “comfort station” be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues is sup-
posed to be a rest area and restroom for 
park-goers, but transients have over-
taken it, furnishing the pavilion with 
couch cushions, tables, and piles of 
clothes.

It is usually only a problem in the 
summer, according to the district man-
ager of Community Board 10. But peo-
ple are reporting more homeless in the 
park building as  the number of down-on-
their-luck rises in Bay Ridge .

And the squatters are being bad 

neighbors — some aggressively beg, and 
others openly urinate in the park, de-
spite the building being a toilet, one lo-
cal said.

“I take walks in the park, and I’ve 
heard people shouting at each other and 
seen people urinating up there, which 
makes no sense because there’s a pub-
lic bathroom like 10 feet away,” said 
Bay Ridgite Diane O’Rourke, who lives 
on nearby Marine Avenue. “I get a lit-
tle anxious coming by here alone some-
times because of that.”

The Parks Department maintains the 
building, and workers gated and pad-

Homeless living in Shore Road Park’s restroom

IN THE S--- HOUSE: Valdimir has lived on the streets for the last eight years and currently calls the Parks Department building on Shore Road 
near Fourth Avenue his home.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued on page 12
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Southern Brooklyn’s top detec-
tive is blaming Sunset Park 
for two brutal crimes that hap-
pened in Bay Ridge.

Deputy Inspector Ray-
mond Festino, who heads the 
Brooklyn South detective 
squad, told a crowd at the 68th 
Precinct Community Council 
meeting last Wednesday that 
the  shooting of four men in 
a 73rd Street deli two weeks 
ago  and the  homicide of a Bay 
Ridge woman in Owl’s Head 
Park last month  may have 
technically happened in Bay 
Ridge’s 68th Precinct, but 
they’re really Sunset Park 
and the 72nd Precinct’s prob-
lem.

“That homicide — even 
though it took place here in 
the 68 — was actually, really, 
a 72 homicide. It was circum-
stances that it took place here 
— it was really probably going 
to happen in the 72,” Festino 
said of Jennifer Cohen, an 85th 
Street resident who was found 
beaten to death in Owl’s Head 
Park on Sept. 30, just blocks 
from the 68th Precinct station 
house where Festino was com-
manding offi cer for two years 
until last spring. “It seems 
that the perpetrator met our 
victim in the 72 and walked 
many blocks into the 68. Just 
be assured that this was not 
something that happened in 
Bay Ridge. It was something 
that took place outside of Bay 
Ridge and came inside.”

Offi cials are still  looking 
for an unidentifi ed man  that 
she was last  seen with in Sun-
set Park .

And two weeks ago, three 

BLAME 
GAME

APARTMENT NO. 2

Continued on page 12

Boro police brass: 
S’Park the cause of 
Bay Ridge crimes
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s retro Coney — in full 
color!

The formerly bare walls 
of Valerio’s Way in Luna 
Park are being transformed 
into a vibrant art walk that 
highlights the People’s Play-
ground’s past. Luna Park com-
missioned Sheepshead Bay 
street artist Danielle Mastrion 
to paint a three-walled tribute 
to Coney Island, and she aims 
to make the work a monument 
to the area’s history. 

“I actually call the mural a 
walk through time,” said Mas-
trion. “It’s supposed to be Co-
ney Island’s past and present.”

Once completed, the mu-
ral will span three walls with 
tributes to iconic structures 
and more than a century of the 
neighborhood’s history. Sites 
such as the Elephant Colossus, 
the original entryway of Luna 
Park predecessor Dreamland 
Amusement Park, and a recre-
ation of a 1940s Miss Coney Is-
land will line the walls.

Mastrion has worked on 
the fi rst of three walls for more 
than two months. In it, a fanci-
ful mermaid queen with the 
Parachute Jump as her crown 
greets beach-goers. The back-
ground currently features a 
skyline of rides, but will soon 
include a cityscape of western 
Coney Island’s high-rise apart-
ment buildings to emphasize 
that the nabe is more than just 
a tourist attraction.

“I feel it’s important to add 
the cityscape of Coney Island, 
because I wanted to make sure 
it wasn’t just the seaside and 
the rides — that’s the part that 
gets a lot of love, but there’s a 
whole neighborhood here — 
that needs to be highlighted,” 
said Mastrion. 

The Southern Brooklyn na-
tive frequented the People’s 
Playground with her mother 
as a kid. To this day the neon 
signs for rides that no longer 

exist stick out in her mind, 
evoking the warm memories 
of summer trips to the beach 
with family that inspired her 
to create the mural.

“There are so many happy 
memories I have about this 
place,” she said. “A lot of peo-
ple have negative things to say 
about Coney Island, but to me, 
it’s never been negative, and I 
want to show that in a mural.”

Mastrion aims to complete 
all three walls by January. 
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Drag queens perform 
‘Mozart in Space’

Space
opera

By Alexandra SimoBy Alexandra Simonn

They’ll have a fabulous flight!
Annn opera company will blast off on

Hallowwween, sending a choir of perfectly coiffed 
drag queens  into outer space in search of extraterch of extra -rr
restrial geniuuus Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. The sci-fi 
spin on the famous composer’s history in “Queens 
of the Night::: Mozart in Space,” which will have two 
performanceees at National Sawdust on Oct. 31, will 
make a glammmorous alternative to other spooky shows
happening thhhat night, said one of its creators.

“It’s goinnng to be fun and fabulous,” said Ethan th
Heard, the ccco-artistic director ofstic director of Heartbeat Opera. Heartbeat Opera. 
“We’re liftinnng ofng off and heading to f and heading to the outer space ohe outer space on n
a mission, annnd wend we’ll be encounteri’ll be encountering aliens from ding aliens from diff--ff
ferent planets.”

During thhhe hour-lhe hour-long performance, ong performance, singers, dancsingers, danc--
ers, and instnsnsnsttrumerumetrru ntalists will perntalists will perform excerpts froform excerpts fromm 
several of Mof fof of of MMozartMozart’s operas, as thes operas as they travel though ty travel though the 
stars looking oookokokok gg for the source of the Austrian composrian compo er’s 
genius. The cusus.genius. sg s ccombination of elaborate outfits and arias 
will awill appeal toll al awill aaa oo many different audiences, said Heard. 

“““It will ha“ aave the costume feel of Halloween — it’s 
dedeefinitely godeddeedde ooing to feel like a costume party,” he said.
““M“MMozart reaMozM aally has his music everywhere, and it’s
a cchancechance fora c rr people to experience tunes they didn’t
knoow they kow they koo kknew. Dknew. Drag makes it a fag makes it bulous party, bulou
wheerere you caer aan’t han’t help but have a goelp but have a good time.” od time.” 

TThere is aThher aa naturaa natun l connection betwl ti b ton een drag perford g p -rr
manncce and once and omannc oopera, opera, said Heard. said Heard. 

““Opera is“Opera is“ ss really s really one of the most eone of the most expressive art xpressive art 
formormorms,” he srms,” he sororm ssaid. said. “You really have “You really have to dig deep and to dig deep and 
make make aee ae a huge e a impreimpression and that ression and that really reminds me oally reminds me of f 
what ahat a drag pdrag paa pperfoerformer does — they rmer does — they kind of exaggeratkind of exaggeratee
their eexexperienxperienex nce.nce.””

BuBuBut the alut the alu liens inliens in “Queens of the N “Queens of the Night” will vary ight” will vary 
frommm both thromm hhe opehe operatic tradition oratic tradition of a “pants role” f a “pants role” and and 
frofroomom the tradf offr e traddditional lip-syncingnal lip-syncing dlip syncin rag show.h

“W ’“We’re goooing to boing to be playing with the playing with those traditions ose traditions 
—— our defini— iition of drag is a littdrag is le bit more expanbit more expa sive 
thththan men in thtt blonde wigs and heels impersonating a 
woman,” saiwwoman,” saww id HearHeard. “We’re interesd. “We’re interested in exploding p g
thahhat gender bt gender bthatth binarbinary and letting eacy and letting each performer be anh performer be any y
kind d of queerf queerrr.” r.” 

DDuring thng thDDuringuu he show, he show, the alien performthe alien performers will strut ers will strut
dowwn a runwa runa runwn a runww nwwway intway into the audience, ao the audience, adience, and some members nd some membernd some members 
mmamamaymay find thmay find theeemselvemselves the objees the object of queenly attention.

“There arre going to be a couple of surprises snuck 
in,” said Heaard. “And one of our aliens may not be 
too happy.”

“Queens ooof the Niof ght: Mozart in Spt i ace” at National ” at Natio at Nationa
Sawdust [80[80 N. SiN. Si0 N. Sixth St. between Wxth St. between Wxth St. between Wx ythe and Kent ythe and Kent ythe and Kent 
avenues in Wn WWWilliailliaWilliaamsburg, (646) 779msburg, (646) 779urg, (646) 779–8455, www.nation–8455, www.nation–8455, www.nation--
alsawdust.orgalsawdust.orgggg]. Og]. Og]. Oct. 31 at 7 pm anct. 31 at 7 pm anct. 31 at 7 pm and 10 pm. $25–$50d 10 pm. $25–$50.d 10 pm. $25–$50.

Space oddities: The extravagant sci-fi opera 
performance “Queens of the Night: Mozart in 
Space,” happening on Halloween night, will feel 
like a costume party, say organizers.   Carlos David

EYE-CATCHING: (Right) Danielle 
Mastrion is working on a mural 
(above) that chronicles the history 
and evolution of Luna Park and Co-
ney Island.  Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

A colorful history
New mural honors People’s Playground’s past & present
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Call it Saks Third Avenue.

The swanky Manhattan 
department store opened a 
“Saks off Fifth” outlet on 
Third Avenue in Sunset Park, 
and locals say the name rec-
ognition is really strengthen-
ing Sunset Park’s brand.

“I think it’s great for the 
area, because Saks is such a 
big name,” said lifelong Sun-
set Parker Sanad Zahrieh, 
who came out to peruse the 
store with family. “It’ll bring 
a lot of jobs and hopefully en-
courage other big brands to 
come and invest in the area. 
No one use to come here — it 
was a dead zone — so it’s great 
to see Sunset Park getting 
some attention.”

Clothiers opened the 
store in Liberty View Indus-
trial Plaza — between 30th 
and 32nd streets — on Oct. 
13. It purports to offer styles 
from the Manhattan fashion 
mecca at lower prices, but 
items can still cost a pretty 
penny. Shoppers can pick up 
a Marc Jacobs bag for $39.99, 
a Chloe dress for $1,499.99, 
and a whole lot in between, 
which is a good range for 
the average Brooklynite, one 

shopper said.
“It’s always great to get 

some love in Brooklyn, and I 
think this new location being 
a discount store makes it more 
within reach for fashionistas 
on a budget like myself,” said 
Bay Ridgite Margaret Sulli-
van. “It’s a nice looking place. 
It really has all the bells and 
whistles, but I’m still fi nding 
things for $30, $40, $50. I see 
myself coming here a lot.” 

The store had a steady 
stream of customers roam-

ing the aisles on a weekday af-
ternoon. Hot pink neon signs 
gave the dimly lit, industrial 
space a punch of color. And it 
is even drawing Brooklynites 
who typically travel to infe-
rior boroughs to do their shop-
ping, another said.

“I usually drive out to 
Staten Island to shop,” said 
Bensonhurst resident Aman-
ada Talmadge. “So it’s kind of 
nice to have another reason 
to explore a different part of 
Brooklyn.”

INVESTING IN THE NABE: Lifelong Sunset Parker Sanad Zahrieh is excited that Saks Fifth Avenue has invested 
in the neighborhood with a new store, and hopes that encourages other big-name brands to come to the area. 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack 

BY MAX JAEGER
Police are looking for the 
monster who followed a 
woman from the subway 
and tried to rape her in 
the stairwell of her Sunset 
Park apartment on Oct. 22.

The brute tailed his 
38-year-old victim from 
the subway at 25th Street 
to her apartment nearby 
a little before 10:30 pm, 
offi cials said. She was 
climbing the stairs when 
the man pounced on her, 
knocked her down, and be-
gan masturbating on her, 
according to police. Cops 
believe he was trying to 
rape the woman, a depart-
ment spokeswoman said.

He fi nished and fl ed to 
parts unknown, offi cials 
said. The victim sustained 
minor physical injuries 
and refused medical atten-
tion, a police report states

Cops say the suspect is a 
23-year-old with black hair 
standing between 5-foot-8 
and 5-foot-10 and weighing 

150–160 pounds. He was last 
seen wearing a two-toned 
bubble jacket and dark 
jeans, offi cials said.

Police are asking anyone 
with information regarding 
the incident to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. 
The public can also sub-
mit tips by logging onto the 
Crime Stoppers website at 
www.nypdcrimestoppers.
com or by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then en-
tering TIP577.

Creep masturbated 
on S’Park woman

CREEPIN’: Police believe this 
man was responsible. NYPD

SAK IT TO ME!
Shoppers welcome fashion outlet to S’Park

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A sick pregnant woman at the 
95th Street station delayed 
subways in Bay Ridge on Oct. 
20 because she refused to get 
off an R train until it hit Bay 
Ridge Avenue. Straphangers 
were sympathetic with the 
woman’s plight but fuming 
with the train delays.

“This woman is clearly 
sick, she has her kids with 
her, why isn’t she just going 
to the hospital?” said Bay 
Ridgite Melissa Rubino who 
was running late for work in 
lower Manhattan. “Instead 
she’s causing delays for hun-
dreds of people. It’s really a 
weird situation.”

The woman — who was 
aboard the Manhattan-
bound train with her two 
young children — began to 
feel unwell and alerted Met-
ropolitan Transit Authority 
workers at around 10:20 am, 
according to a worker on the 
scene. They pled with her 
to leave the train and seek 
medical attention, but she re-
fused, saying she would only 
get off three stops away at 

Bay Ridge Avenue.
Transit workers called 

emergency responders to 
come take the woman at 10:40 
am, and moved waiting pas-
sengers into a departing 
train on the other side of the 
platform. The more-than 20-
minute ordeal did not trans-
late into additional delays 
along the R line, a spokesman 
for the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority claimed.

Emergency responders 
arrived at the station at 10:43 
am but were unable to fi nd 
the woman, said a fi re de-
partment spokesman.

FLASHY!: (Above) Neon signage adds a punch of color to the dimly lit space. 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack 

BABY ON BOARD: MTA workers 
try to get a sick, pregnant woman 
to get off the train. 

Sick woman refuses 
to leave Ridge train
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CATERERS

Offering dinner, cocktail and buffet options

8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

COMING DOWN AND GOING UPCOMING DOWN AND GOING UP

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Is it a fresh start or a repeat 
of the past?

The Phoenix Hotel has 
risen from the ashes of the 
shuttered Sunny 39 Hotel — 
which police closed as a front 
for prostitution last year — 
and now neighbors, who are 
already  critical of the num-
ber of hotels opening in the 
area , say they are nervous 

that the new inn will follow 
in its predecessor’s footsteps.

“Of all the things that 
could have replaced this, 
why a hotel?” said Marcela 
Mitaynes, who lives up the 
block from the 39th Street 
hotel. “Aside from concerns 
about prostitution, people 
are just at their wits end 
about the over-saturation of 

‘Phoenix Hotel’ rises 
from closed bordello

REBORN: Neighbor Marcela Mitaynes is frustrated that another hotel 
will replace the Sunny 39 Hotel — which was shuttered for prostitution. 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city tore down Bay Ridge’s 
infamous “spite wall” after 
a decade-long battle with its 
builder.

Robert Cunningham built 
the wall between his 87th 
Street house and his neigh-
bor’s in an aborted home-ex-
pansion, and then refused to 
remove the freestanding fa-
cade. But city workers fi nally 
dismantled it on Oct. 20, 
much to the relief of neigh-
bors who were tired of star-
ing at the cinder-block mon-
strosity day in and day out, 
one said.

“It’s been here for years 
and I’m glad to see it go,” said 
Fred Speranza, who lives two 
doors down. “It was an eye 
sore for the block. It was just 
an ugly thing.”

Cunningham built it in 
2007 as part of a home alter-
ation, but the city quickly 
slapped him with a buildings 
violation and a stop-work or-

der, because he did not have 
a permit for the partition, 
according to a Department 
of Buildings spokesman. He 
gave up on the home addi-
tion, but never demolished 
the errant barrier, which 
neighbors believe he did to 
spite the city.

Since then, locals have 

logged more than 120 com-
plaints to the city, and the 
Department of Buildings has 
in turn issued Cunningham 
$110,900 in fi nes — none of 
which he has paid, agency re-
cords show.

The city inspected the wall 
again in May and determined 

That’s w-all folks!
City demolishes Bay Ridge’s hated ‘spite wall’

NOW IT’S W-ALL GONE: The 87th Street “spite wall,” partially obscured 
by a tarp in this 2007 photo, has fi nally come down.  File Photo
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A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.
That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

Standing their ground
BY JULIANNE CUBA

This local civic has lawyered up!
Developer Alex Forkosh is trying 

to rezone a swath of Bergen Beach to 
build condos, but the Bergen Beach 
Civic Association — determined to 
stop the development — has enlisted 
Manhattan lawyer Jack Lester’s help 
in its opposition. The group, which 
meets monthly at the Hudson River 
Yacht Club to address local issues, 
knew it was out of its wheel house try-
ing to fi ght the massive development, 
so members decided to bring in the big 
guns, its captain said.

“It is vital that we engage in this 
time-consuming and expensive pro-
cess. The problem with any condo pro-
posal, besides the essential fact that a 

huge condo development is out of char-
acter, is the devil is in the details. We 
need to know what we are getting into,” 
said civic president Michael Benjamin. 
“Because of the obscure and obtuse na-
ture of land use, we decided — our best 
due diligence revealed — we should 
have a land use expert that represents 
communities.”

Forkosh owns the property on E. 
69th Street between Avenues W and Y, 
which is now a  neighborhood-despised 
bus depot , and plans to build two six-
story condominium complexes there 
— but fi rst he needs to convince the 
city to rezone the land from manufac-
turing to residential. Forkosh’s lawyer 
famously suggested to the civic in 2014 

A supreme court 
judge is suing 
the Kings County 

Democratic Party for 
defamation.

Judge Laura Ja-

cobson is claiming 
county boss Frank 

Seddio (inset) and the 
party’s judicial screen-
ing committee devas-
tated her reputation — 
and killed her chances 
of landing another job 
— by anonymously 
 telling the press she 
was mediocre and un-
qualifi ed  for the position she has held 
for the last 14 years, according to her 
attorney.

“She’ll be unemployed, because the 
defendants ruined her lifelong 
reputation,” said attorney 
Ravi Batra. “Instead of 
having this wonderful 
reputation she earned 
over her lifetime, they 
made her out to be a lazy 
bum, so who is going to 
hire her? Nobody wants 
a lazy idiot but that’s what 
they made her out to be. It has 
to come out of the screening commit-
tee because only the screening com-
mittee knew it. This leaking — and not 
just leaking, they leaked false defama-
tion — it’s a really a twisted, upside-
down story.”

Jacobson is being punished for 
not using her professional position 
to help party honchos, her lawyer 
claims.

She delayed the contentious sale of 
Long Island College Hospital in 2014 
by issuing a  temporary restraining or-

der on the State Uni-
versity of New York , 
which ran the institu-
tion. 

Seddio’s friend 
and former law part-
ner Frank Carrone 
represented the state 
in that case and was 
none too happy about 
Jacobson’s ruling, the 
suit claims.

“She did not show 
favoritism, she fol-
lowed the law, she 
wasn’t a political 
puppet — that’s her 

crime,” Batra said.
But attorneys for the party and 

the screening committee are asking 
Brooklyn judge LaShann DeArcy 

Hall to toss Jacobson’s suit as ground-
less.

The committee is part of a polit-
ical group — not a governmental 
one — and has the constitutional 
right to vet candidates as it sees fi t, 
according to the panel’s attorney, 
George Carpinello.

“We are saying we are not a gov-
ernment, not a state actor. And sec-

ond, as a political party, the Kings 
County Committee has the First 
Amendment right to have a screening 
process, and it would be unconstitu-
tional for the courts to interfere with 
that process,” he said. 

The defamation accusations are 
bunk too, Carpinello said.

“We don’t believe there’s any basis 
for it,” he said. “We know of no evi-
dence that occurred.”

• • •
Gov. Cuomo  signed a bill on Oct. 21 , 

Democratic Party sued 
by judge for defamation

Civic hires lawyer to fi ght condo development

Continued on page 19

PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA

Continued on page 16
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Health Plans. For Now, For Life.

Find your plan at emblemhealth.com

COVERAGE FROM 
HOLDING HANDS TO

WEDDING BANDS 

TO WHEN YOUR
WAIST EXPANDS.

Whether you’re starting out or settling down, EmblemHealth off ers a choice of quality,
aff ordable health insurance plans. With dental and vision benefi ts and a large network

of primary care physicians and specialists, we’re here to help you through thick and thin.

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifi eds & Online

ASK ABOUT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ADVERTORIAL PLACEMENT

TO EXPLAIN YOUR STUDY

Call Amanda Tarley
718-260-8340
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18 Month CD

www.brfcu.org
718-680-2121

 718-934-6809

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect 
when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal 

which may reduce earnings. Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  
For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA 
accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor 
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Road rage
Two brutes attacked and robbed 

a cyclist on Avenue N on Oct. 19. 
The victim told police he was 

riding his two-wheeler near E. 46th 
Street around 6 pm when he began 
arguing with two men in a van. 
Cops said one of the men came out 
of the van and slapped the cyclist, 
while the other held his hands to-
gether and took his wallet.

The brigands got away with the 
victim’s wallet, which contained his 
identifi cation card and cash, but he 
was able to provide cops with the li-
cense plate of the vehicle, according 
to the police report. 

Scent of a bad man
A lawbreaker stole a some per-

sonal items right out of a man’s car 
parked on Flatlands Avenue some-
time during the late hours of Oct. 22 
and early on Oct. 23. 

The man told cops that he left his 
vehicle near Avenue J around 11:35 
pm and went to a club. Police said 
when he returned to his car around 
3:52 am, he discovered a broken win-
dow and several perfume bottles, a 
belt, and designer sunglasses miss-
ing from inside.

Phantom goggles 
A marauder broke the window of 

a woman’s car parked on Avenue K 
sometime between Oct. 22 and Oct. 
23. 

The victim told cops that she 
left her vehicle near E. 55th Street 
around 7 pm and when returned at 
noon the next day she found some-
one had smashed her passenger-
side window. 

The pilferer got away with three  
pairs of designer sunglasses as well 
as her insurance cards and pay 
stubs, police said.

Check crook
A scammer stole $4,000 from an 

E. 71st Street man using his per-
sonal banking checks on Oct. 17.

The man, who lives near Avenue 
X, told police that around 10 am, 
someone made out four checks us-
ing his personal checkbook, which 
had been missing.

— Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Shoe-box score 
A bandit busted into a man’s 68th 

Street apartment and stole $2,000 on 
Oct. 20, said police. 

The victim told police he left his 
home between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues at 9 am and upon return-
ing later in the day he noticed his 

bedroom window was open and the 
screen was pushed out. He checked 
his makeshift safe, and noticed his 
$2,000 in $100 bills was gone, said of-
fi cials. 

Roommate rumble
A goon slashed his roommate 

with a kitchen knife in their Bay 
Ridge Avenue fl at on Oct. 18, said 
police. 

The victim told cops the two got 
into a verbal dispute in their apart-
ment between Ridge Boulevard and 
Colonial Road at 11:05 pm. It turned 
physical when one man picked up a 
kitchen knife and slashed his roo-
mate’s right arm, police reported. 

Offi cers are looking for the man.

Sneaky heist 
The manager of a Fifth Avenue 

fast-food chain lifted thousands of 
dollars from the store’s registers 
from Oct. 16 to 20, said police.

The employee removed the cash 
from the fried chicken chain be-
tween 92nd and 93rd streets each 
night but did not deposit it into a 
company bank account like he was 
supposed to — instead pocketing 
$9,355, said police. 

When the branch manager dis-
covered what was going, on the 
worker stated, “I’ll pay you back, 
just give me some time,” said offi -
cials. 

The man remains at large, said 
police.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

A cut above
A box cutter-wielding bruiser 

slashed a man on 79th Street on Oct. 
21, said police.

The lout approached the man be-
tween 20th and 21st avenues at 1:20 
am with a red industrial box cutter, 
offi cials said. The fi end sliced the 
man’s right hand multiple times, ac-
cording to offi cials.

The malefactor fl ed the scene 
and drove off in a white Ford Fu-
sion, said police.

Smash and grab
A marauder burst into a 65th 

Street doctor’s offi ce on Oct. 23 and 
left with $600, said police.

Cops said that the nogoodnik 
smashed the lock on the front door 
of the building between 23rd Ave-
nue and Bay Parkway with an un-
known object at 1:07 am. Once in-

side, the goon broke through the 
glass door into the basement offi ce, 
said authorities.

The thief swiped the cash and 
fl ed the way he entered, said police. 

Senior assault
Police cuffed a man for assault-

ing a 79-year-old man on Bay 25th 
Street on Oct. 23, said police.

The elderly victim told authori-
ties he was between Benson Avenue 
and 86th Street at 5 pm when the 
suspect hit and pushed him, caus-
ing him to fall to the ground.

The blow to the back of the se-
nior’s head left him with a cut and a 
nose bleed, said police.

Helmet causes harm
A goon struck a man in the face 

with a motorcycle helmet on W. 
Sixth Street on Oct. 18, said police.

The victim told police he was be-
tween Avenue P and Quentin Road 
at 2 pm engaged in a verbal dispute 
that turned physical when the brute 
grabbed a nearby motorcycle hel-
met and hit him in the face, causing 
a cut to his nose. 

The baddie fl ed on foot when the 
victim tried to call police, said au-
thorities.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Shower shock
A landlord locked a woman out of 

her bedroom while she was shower-
ing in her W. 29th Street apartment 
on Oct. 23, said police. 

The woman told police that she 
went to take a shower in her apart-
ment between Mermaid and Surf 
avenues. When she came out at 5:40 
pm she discovered her landlord and 
his son were in her apartment and 
changed the lock on her bedroom, 
said offi cials. 

Once the woman made it back 
into her bedroom, she checked the 
top draw of her dresser and saw that 
$3,800 in cash was missing, accord-
ing to a report.

The landlord told police he 
changed the locks with his son and 
both men were issued summons for 
unlawful eviction, police said.

Knife to meet you
Two would-be robbers attacked 

and slashed a man on W. 35th Street 
on Oct. 17, said police. 

The victim told police he was 

near Neptune Avenue at 9:55 pm 
when two baddies approached him 
and stated, “Run your pockets.” The 
man told both men that he didn’t 
have anything in his pockets except 
for a cellphone, said police. 

A struggle ensued between the 
three men, and one of the attackers 
pulled out a knife and slashed the 
victim’s hand, cops said. 

Rough robber
A lout forced a man to the ground 

and grabbed his wallet at the corner 
of W. 21st Street and Mermaid Ave-
nue on Oct. 17, said police.

The fi end attacked the man at 
2:40 pm, leaving the victim with mi-
nor injuries from the struggle, au-
thorities said. The victim told police 
he feared for his safety but refused 
medical attention, said offi cials. 

Police reviewed surveillance 
footage that captured the thief on 
camera and stopped one man in the 
area, but the victim told police he 
was not the suspect, police said.

Bag bandit
A nogoodnik threatened a 

woman and swiped her purse on W. 
Eighth Street on Oct. 17, said police. 

The cur approached the woman 
between 86th Street and Avenue 
X at 8:30 pm as she was headed to 
her friend’s house and shouted, 
“Give me your bag or I am going to 
shoot.”

The woman said she did not see a 
gun, but placed her handbag on the 
sidewalk. The robber grabbed the 
bag and ran off, said police.

— Caroline Spivack

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Right in the face
A criminal socked a woman in 

the face and stole her earrings on 
Gerritsen Avenue on Oct. 21, police 
said.

The 42-year-old woman told po-
lice the crook jumped out of a gray 
sport utility vehicle near Avenue W 
at 8 pm and said, “Give me your ear-
rings.” The woman refused, and the 
malefactor punched her in the right 
eye with his fi st, police said. 

What a tool
A jerk broke into a guy’s com-

mercial van parked on E. 18th Street 
and swiped several tools sometime 
between Oct. 14 and 16, police said.

The van owner told police he 
parked his vehicle near Avenue T 
on Oct. 14, and when he went back 
two days later, noticed his Bosch 
jackhammer, Bosch hammer drill, 
Hilti screw gun, and Bosch saw 
were gone. The punk cut the lock on 
the van to get inside, said cops. 

— Julianne Cuba
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Dig out those garnishing 
tools from the back of the 
kitchen drawer, and learn 
to create food art. 

Put those cake pans, sift-
ers, and chocolate molds to 
some use. “America’s Top 
Chef” may have nothing on 
you. 

That’s because Kerekes/
BakeDeco, the place where 
professional chefs and home-
based cooks have shopped 
for more than 50 years, is 
offering cooking classes. 
Now you can do more than 
buy these items — you can 
learn how to use them from 
master chefs who are ready 
and willing to share their 
expertise.   

Classes are held inside 
the facility’s new, all-mod-
ern kitchen, and will target 
professionals in the indus-
try as well as those look-
ing to learn a new skill. It 
just may be easier than you 
think to impress the family 
with a spruced-up meal. Dis-
cover what it takes to pre-

pare fine pastries. Or, per-
haps become a dessert diva, 
and uncover the secrets to 
making decadent eclairs.

Classes will focus on a va-
riety of topics, and will meet 
at different times, so that a 
range of schedules can be 
accommodated. Interested 
parties should phone or e-
mail Kerekes/BakeDeco to 

learn the start dates, times, 
and offerings. 

Meantime, see what’s 
cookin’ at the new, ex-
panded showroom. Visit 
the cake decorating center, 
and become inspired. Any-
thing is possible when the 
right tools are at your fin-
gertips. For sure, Kereke’s/
BakeDeco has them, as the 

company has long been the 
one-stop shop for commer-
cial and gourmet kitchens. 
It carries a full line of top-
quality, durable kitchen, 
bakeware, holiday-themed 
molds, and like-minded 
tools. 

When they say they carry 
it all, they mean it liter-
ally. There are pizza wheel 
cutters, cookbooks, lolli-
pop sticks, chef’s apparel, 
tableware, watermelon 
knives, chocolate forks (who 
knew?), and even white cot-
ton gloves for waiters.

It services every type of 
food service establishment 
— schools, restaurants, ho-
tels, bakeries, and cooking 
institutions. It is affiliated 
with the Institute of Cu-
linary Education. Pastry 
chefs, executive chefs, and 
gourmet home cooks are all 
steady customers. And they 
aren’t just buying utensils. 
They are purchasing equip-
ment that includes refrig-
erators, ovens, sinks, tables, 
mixers, machinery, racks, 

and more. The company 
sells everything a commer-
cial kitchen needs, includ-
ing janitorial supplies.

In addition to all of this, 
it has the largest selection 
of refurbished bakery and 
restaurant equipment in 
New York. It will also buy 
your used equipment, too. 

The business started in 
a small garage, and now 
boasts a 20,000 square-foot 
showroom with free park-
ing in an adjacent lot. See it 
for yourself, or browse the 
in-depth website to view ev-
ery type of product you are 
looking for, and some you 
didn’t even know existed. 

Kerekes/BakeDeco ships 
world-wide, and most orders 
are sent within 24 hours. 

Kerekes/BakeDeco [6103 
15th Ave. between 61st and 
62nd streets in Borough 
Park, (800) 525–5556, www.
BakeDeco.com]. Call Mon-
days through Thurs., 9 am–5 
pm, and Fri., 9 am–1 pm. 
E-mail: classes@BakeDeco.
com. Free parking.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Kerekes/BakeDeco now offering cooking classes
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OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR 
SWITCH YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2017. DON’T MISS OUT!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)
�������	
���������������������1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711!� H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

Kings County Hospital
451 Clarkson Avenue • Brooklyn

November 17, December 1
9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Conference Room E-9

2601 Ocean Parkway • Brooklyn
October 31

9th Flr. Rm. 9W17
November 10

10th Flr. Conf. Rm.
9:30 AM to 12:00 PM

Coney Island Hospital Woodhull Hospital
760 Broadway • Brooklyn

November 1
9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Conference Room 1

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 AM – 8 PM

After 8 PM, Sundays & Holidays:
24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

BY LAUREN GILL
Brooklyn Heights celebrated 
50 years as New York City’s 
fi rst historic district with a 
rededication of a plaque com-
memorating its exclusive sta-
tus at the Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society last Friday. 

And the man who led 
the charge to get the brown-
stone lined neighborhood 
protected as city power bro-
ker Robert Moses attempted 
to destroy the neighborhood 
with his Brooklyn-Queens 

Expressway said the designa-
tion helped save the low-rise 
nabe from becoming yet an-
other luxury condo enclave.

“It’s lucky that we got it 
designated because given the 
way development has taken 
over, there wouldn’t be very 
much left,” said Otis Pearsall, 
a lawyer who formed the His-
toric Preservation Committee 
of civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association in the 
’50s. “That would have been a 

Making history!
LOCAL LEGEND: Brooklyn Heights preservationist Otis Pearsall was 
instrumental in getting the historic district designated.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas — in October.

The holiday decorations 
are up on Fifth Avenue — 
more than a week before Hal-
loween and two months be-
fore Christmas, Hanukkah, or 
Kwanzaa begin.

And the move has Ridgites 
puzzled over whether to fi ll 
their cauldrons with candy 
or stuff their stockings with 
gifts, said one resident.  

“I just did pumpkin carv-
ing with my kid and it’s al-
ready snowing on Fifth Ave-
nue,” said Bay Ridge resident 
Joe Balducci. “I said to myself, 
‘What the heck? What month is 
it?’ Every year the decorations 
come earlier and earlier. The 
stores haul out the Halloween 
candy in September and the 
Christmas decorations in Oc-
tober. I’m gonna start buying 
Valentine’s chocolate in De-
cember at this rate.”

The Fifth Avenue Business 
Improvement District paid 
Williamsburg-headquartered 
Illuminations by Arnold to 

put up the decorations. Only 
a few companies citywide 
have contracts to hang gar-
land, wreaths, and lights on 
city blocks, so they have to get 
started early in order to fi nish 
decking the halls by late De-
cember, the merchant group’s 
head said.

“It’s early, but the contrac-

tor has to do what he has to do 
to get them all up in time for 
the holidays,” said business 
improvement district presi-
dent Jim Clark. “They serve 
the majority of the city, so they 
have to a get a head start.”

The Avenue won’t light up 
until after Thanksgiving, but 
the early cheer is a welcome 
sight for some.

“I’m super into Christmas, 
so I like it when I see the lights 
up early,” said Dyker Heights 
resident Martha Walsh. “That 
tells me, ‘Get ready, the holi-
days are almost here.’ ”

Others found humor in 
the fact that Fifth Avenue is 
sprinkled with snowfl akes 
even though the mercury has 
yet to drop.

“Its 60 degrees out here 
and I’m wearing a T-shirt,” 
said Tony Cooper on Oct. 22. 
“You tell me if it’s too early for 
Christmas decorations. But 
hey, I’m no scrooge. This is a 
neighborhood that loves to cel-
ebrate, and if this is telling me 
to get into the holiday spirit 
sooner, then sure, why not.”

Winter wonder land
Why are holiday lights already up on Fifth Avenue?

HAPPY HOLIDAYS, ALREADY?: 
Deyvid Bautistas fi nds it funny that 
decorations are up Fifth Avenue 
when it’s still T-shirt weather. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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Bath & Bubbles Grooming Shop

4214 Fillmore Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 
SAT OCT 29 • 12 PM – 5 PM

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 • 25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Adopt A Pet
K9 KASTLE & NORTH SHORE  
ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

hington, NYhingtoon, NNY
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Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 10/31/16.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, 
Austin Air Purifi ers

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

men followed a guy from outside a bar 
on Third Avenue and 73rd Street into a 
neighboring deli and shot four people. 
Festino said that, too, was not related to 
Bay Ridge — despite occurring within 
it — because all the victims were from 
Sunset Park.
“That again seems likes it was some-
thing out of Sunset Park,” he said. “All 
the victims, all Sunset Park residents. 
So it’s not something that you would 
say is Bay Ridge-related.”

Offi cial police department data 
nonetheless  lists both crimes as 68th 
Precinct crimes .

Some at the meeting told this paper 
they found Festino’s claims absurd, 
and one challenged him publicly.

“Even if people are from Sunset 
Park or wherever — they’re still hap-
pening here,” Camille Regan shot back 
during the meeting. “And this girl that 

got killed — that’s Bay Ridge. She was 
killed, beaten in Bay Ridge, very close 
to all of our homes.”

Continued from cover

CRIME

locked the pavilion, an agency spokes-
woman said.

But that actually backfi red and 
made the homeless feel more safe in 
shacking up there, according to Ayala.

The department continues to check 
on the area and is in contact with agen-
cies that aid the destitute, a parks rep 
said.

“NYC Parks works closely with the 
Department of Homeless Services to 
engage homeless New Yorkers and of-
fer them services and support,” said 
spokeswoman Maeri Ferguson.

A HAVEN: There is even a rocking chair on the “porch.” Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued from cover 

HOMELESS

THE NEIGHBORS DID IT: Brooklyn South De-
tective Squad commander Raymond Festino, 
seen here in 2015, says Sunset Park is re-
sponsible for two recent high-profi le crimes 
in Bay Ridge. NYPD

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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Apply today at  

  REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 13.40% APR* 

  No penalty rate increases  
 for late payment

  No Annual Fees

  No Balance Transfer Fees

6 Month Introductory Rates

TO

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu
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Ready for the Ultimate Car buying experience?
Gem Auto Leasing is happy to provide this free service 

to consumers and businesses to keep your 
auto buying experience fun and hassle free.

We Do The Work For You. 
Bring in our competitors price quote in writing 

and Gem Auto will beat it! 

ONE STOP SHOPPING - ALL MAKES & MODELS

1809 Gravesend Neck Road
(Bet. E.18 & E.19 St.)
Brooklyn, New York 11229

718-646-GEM1(4361) www.Gemautoleasing.com

“If You Dream It... 

You Can
   Drive It.”

35+ Years 
Automotive 
Experience GEM’s 

1st Months payment 
waived (up to $500) on 
all new leased vehicles 

with this ad

ABRAHAM LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL 

Halloween Event

Please come for a fun time and safe atmosphere.
“Catch the Lincoln spirit!” 

The annual event, promotes a safe night for children 12 years old 
and younger. Trick-or-treaters have ample opportunity for fun. The 
evening will include a Halloween movie in the school auditorium 
and lots of treats as Club members line up the hallways to hand 

out candy to your children.  

Friday, October 28
3:30 to 7:30 PM 

2800 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY, 11235

The ALHS Student Organization would like to invite all 
parents with children to our Annual Halloween Haunted 

House at Abraham Lincoln High School. 

Schumer visits Dems
BY JULIANNE CUBA

Sen. Chuck Schumer returned to his 
native Brooklyn on Oct. 19 to tell a 
room full of fellow Democrats how im-
portant it is to elect Hillary Clinton 
president — and to turn the Republi-
can-controlled Senate blue so he can 
become majority leader.

The Sloper spoke just minutes be-
fore Clinton and Donald Trump faced 
off in their fi nal televised presidential 
debate, and Schumer (D–Park Slope) 
told the crowd why it’s so crucial to 
keep the momentum going until the 
Nov. 8 election.

“It’s important that Hillary be 
elected president and we take back 
the majority I would say for three 
reasons — economic, political, and 
moral,” Schumer said. “The polls 
right now show that Democrats have 
become mobilized and are eager to 
win, and Republicans are getting dis-
illusioned. We can take our energy, 
and we can take our conviction, and 
we can turn America around. Vote 
Hillary!”

Schumer, who is running for his 
fourth term, is also in the midst of 
his own bid for majority leader — a 
gig for which he has been endorsed by 
current Democratic Senate Minority 
Leader Harry Reid — but fi rst he needs 
at least four Democratic senators to 
wrest seats from Republicans.

Members of the Independent 

Neighborhood Democrats, Lambda 
Democratic Club, Stonewall Demo-
crats, and the Brooklyn Young Demo-
crats all came to listen to the senator 
— and local politicos were particu-
larly excited because of how tough it 
can be to book the Park Slope seantor, 
one said.

“We’ve been working on having 
Sen. Schumer address the club here in 
Downtown Brooklyn for many, many 
months,” said Lawrence Gulotta, pres-
ident of the Independent Neighborhood 
Democrats, which hosted the event. “It 
was not easy, it’s incredible he came. 
We’re very pleased.”

TAKING BACK THE MAJORITY: Sen. Chuck 
Schumer speaks during the meeting on Oct. 
21, urging the audience to help get out the 
vote for Hillary Clinton.  
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Freshen Up Now For Fall
Interiors • Exteriors • Fences-Wrought Iron • Decks 

Clean Outs • Specialty Effects • Handyman
Color Consultations • Quick & Reliable

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn & 

Staten Island 
Over 

20 Years

Residential & Commercial 

cell 718.473.6587  offi ce 718.442.4528

that would issue $7,500 
fi nes to people who ille-
gally rent out their apart-
ments on home-sharing 
service AirBnB.

The bill had support 
from a slew of pols, in-
cluding the public ad-
vocate, as well as the 
Manhattan, Queens, and 
Bronx borough pres-
idents. But absent 
from that list 
was Borough 

President Ad-

ams, (inset) 
who has pub-
licly supported 
AirBnB and 
whose  under-in-
vestigation  non-profi t 
Campaign for One Brook-
lyn  received $32,000 from 
the company .

The law that Cuomo 
signed steepened the 
punishment for a prac-
tice that is already ille-
gal — renting out your 
apartment for fewer 
than 30 days when you 
will not be there.

Critics have said that 
AirBnB exacerbates the 
city’s high rents by en-
couraging people to rent 

buildings they own as 
pricey short-stays rather 
than signing leases with 
actual New Yorkers.

Adams and Council-
man Robert Cornegy 

Jr. (D–Bedford-Stuyve-
sant) sent a letter to 
Cuomo on Sept. 9 urg-
ing him not to pass the 
bill, claiming that some 
Brooklynites rely on the 
income.

“This bill would im-
pose steep fi nes 

on New Yorkers 
who use home-
sharing as a re-
source for badly 
needed in-
come,” the let-
ter states. “The 

people in Brook-
lyn — and indeed 

the tens of thousands 
of responsible home-
sharers across New 
York — deserve a com-
prehensive solution that 
protects their ability to 
maintain this modest in-
come, not another mis-
guided law that makes 
it more diffi cult to get by 
in the state they love.”

Adams is out of the 
country and was not 
available for further 
comment, a spokesman 
said.

Continued from page 6 

POLITICS

BY JULIANNE CUBA
There’s many a good tune played 
by an old fi ddler.

A dozen lovely old ladies took 
the stage at the National Restau-
rant in Brighton Beach on Oct. 
16 to show off their young and 
vibrant hearts during the 15th 
annual “Your Highness Grand-
mother Pageant” — where gran-
nies of all ages sing and dance for a 
chance to take home a crown. One 
70-year-old matron won the “Fam-
ily Award” out of all 75-years-old-
and-younger contestants for a 
gypsy-like dance she performed 
with her daughter — but getting 
the opportunity to have fun with 
family was more rewarding than 
the crown itself, she said.

“I danced with my daughter 
— big fun. Happy, happy, happy,” 
said Galina Basova from Sheep-
shead Bay.

And Basova’s daughter said 
she was proud of her mother but 
was happy to watch all of the per-
formers having a great time.

“Everybody got some prizes, 
this contest is great because ev-
erybody got some awards,” said 
proud progeny Natalia Gra-

motina, who lives in Brighton 
Beach. “It’s a great idea, because 
everybody’s happy at the end.” 

The crowd also took time to 
give a round of applause to the 
host for 15 years — the the Be 
Proud Foundation and director 
Raisa Chernina, said Gramotina.

“For our community, it’s a 
great event, and also Raisa has 
done this event for 15 years,” she 
said. “This is also a great achieve-
ment — it’s diffi cult to organize 

every year for 15 years in a row.” 
The humble Chernina was 

proud the pageant sold out and 
attracted a rambunctious multi-
generational crowd, but the best 
thing to celebrate is friendship 
and family, she said.

“It does not matter who won, 
everybody won. It’s not the con-
test itself, it’s atmosphere, it’s 
friendship. It’s really great fam-
ily, what is most important” said 
Chernina.

A babushka bash!
‘Grandmother’ talent show wows in Brighton Beach

FAMILY FUN: Galina Basova, left, won the “Family Award” for her gypsy-like 
dance with her daughter Natalia Gramotina at the annual Your Highness Grand-
mother pageant.  Photo by Erica Price 
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FREE
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QUALITY MEATS CUT & SLICED TO ORDER

EYE ROUND
$399

lb.

GROUND BEEF

$329
lb.

SHORT RIBS

$399
lb.

LONDON BROIL 

$399
lb.

Quality “Grade A” Meats
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it was in danger of col-
lapse and ordered an 
emergency demolition. 
Offi cials told Cunning-
ham that if he did not 
destroy the thing, they 
would — at his expense. 
The unbudging hom-
eowner took the city to 
court, but he lost, and the 
city sent in the wrecking 
crew last Thursday.

Apparently not to go 
down without a fi ght, 
Cunningham allegedly 
threatened workers, so 
police arrested him and 
charged him with reck-
less endangerment, ob-
structing governmen-
tal administration, and 
menacing, according to 
a police spokesman. 

Cunningham pled 
“not guilty” at his ar-
raignment and was re-
leased without bail, 

according to a spokes-
woman for the District 
Attorney’s offi ce.

The offi ce did not 
have contact informa-
tion for his attorney, and 
Cunningham did not re-
turn phone calls request-
ing comment.

Neighbor Matthew 
Gershon has worked 
with Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) and Community 
Board 10 to level the 
wall. Gershon, who has 
been  fi ghting to get it 
removed since 2007 , de-
clined to comment on his 
apparent victory.

Another neighbor 
was glad to see the wall 
go, but admitted it was a 
zany thing to wage a de-
cade-long battle about.

“It’s a stupid thing 
to fi ght over,” said Bob 
Murray, who lives on 
87th Street. “It should 
have been over and done 
with a long time ago.”

tragic loss for the nation, 
much less Brooklyn and 
the city.” 

In recognition of 
Brooklyn Heights’ pres-
ervation of the past, the 
National Park Service 
presented the neighbor-
hood with a plaque in 
1965 declaring its histori-
cal signifi cance, making 
it the third nabe in the 
country and the fi rst in 
the city to hold the honor. 

Offi cials passed the 
New York City Land-
marks Law the same year 
and the neighborhood 
was designated as the 
city’s fi rst ever historic 
district in November. 

But someone stole the 
plaque years ago and the 
National Parks Service 
created a replica that it 
put on the Pierrepont his-
torical society building 
in recognition of its half-
century on the register. 

In a historic district, 
there are height restric-
tions and homeowners 
must follow strict rules 
meant to guarantee the 
stock of 19th-century row 
houses remain just as 
charming as they were 
when horse and buggies 
roamed the streets.

Pearsall says that 
Brooklyn Heights’ land-
mark status has been in-
strumental in maintain-
ing the old school allure of 

the neighborhood where 
everybody knows every-
one, while the rest of the 
city becomes overrun 
with impersonal sky-high 
apartment buildings.

“It’s a pathway to a gen-
tler and more attractive 
era,” he said. “You can see 
the sky, for example. It has 
a tendency to cause neigh-
bors to know each other 
and pay attention to each 
other, it’s not like a bunch 
of fi ling boxes for people 
where they don’t have any 
identity at all.” 

He said that not much 
has changed in Brooklyn 
Heights from when he 
was fi ghting to preserve 
it, thanks to the designa-
tion, except for a few new 
restaurants and shops. 

“There’s a lot of sat-
isfaction in have done 
what we did,” he said. “It 
is very much the same 
because of the operation 
of the law.” 

And one pol pointed 
out that the designation 
was yet another example 
of Brooklyn leading the 
way for others in the na-
tion to follow. 

“Not only is Brooklyn 
Heights an important part 
of New York’s history, but 
when it was named a ‘His-
toric district’ 50 years ago, 
it helped pave the way for 
the protection of other cul-
turally signifi cant sites 
around the country,” said 
Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez 
(D–Brooklyn Heights).

Continued from page 11 

DISTRICT

Continued from page 4 

WALL
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hotels in the area. It’s 
just been diffi cult to 
have all this in a resi-
dential area. There are 
all these people coming 
and going.” 

The four-story, 44-
room hotel on 39th Street 
between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues remained va-
cant for nearly a year af-
ter police  arrested and 
charged the owners and 
manger with permit-
ting prostitution and 
falsifying business re-
cords  late last year. The 
property is owned by 
Kings King Realty LLC, 
which leased the build-
ing to Sunny 39 and is 
now leasing the space to 
Phoenix.

The new operators, 
who opened the inn in 
September, have no af-
fi liation with Sunny 39, 
and owners called the 
hotel “phoenix” to sig-
nal a new start — not 
a continuation of the 
same, according to a 
worker there.

“People have come 
and told us about the 
prostitution and their 

worries, and we let 
them know that we 
have nothing to do with 
the old hotel,” said Tan 
Feng, the assistant 
manger of the hotel. 
“The manager picked 
‘phoenix,’ because it 
means rebirth and to 
be reborn with a bet-
ter life. We’re a new ho-
tel, so its like a rebirth. 
We’re renovating the 
rooms and working to 
make the hotel nicer so 
that people can come 
and enjoy the area.”

Community Board 
7 district manager Jer-
emy Laufer is keeping 
an eye on the spot — as 
is the 72nd Precinct, he 
said.

But those who ad-
vocated for the city to 
turn the building into 
a school are less than 
thrilled with the hotel’s 
opening. 

“I’m completely dis-
appointed that this hap-
pened when we were 
very clear about what 
the former managers 
were doing and that this 
was allowed to move 
forward,” said Assem-
blyman Felix Ortiz (D-
Sunset Park) who wrote 
Mayor DeBlasio about 

the hotel. “I hope what 
took place doesn’t get re-
peated. Our community 
deserves better.”

Ortiz assembled a 
community task force 
after the last hotel 
was shuttered. The 10 
or so vigilant Sunset 
Parkers — mostly re-
tired law enforcement 
— comprising the task 
force keep tabs on ho-
tels, tallying how often 
certain guests visit and 
what time the inns get 
the most foot traffi c, 
Ortiz said. The assem-
blyman’s offi ce passes 
noteworthy informa-
tion to the police and 
relevant city agencies 
at least once a week, 
the lawmaker said.

The task force is a 
comfort to those who 
live in the area, one 
neighbor said.

“That place was no 
good for the community 
before, and I’m not con-
vinced this new hotel 
will be any better, but 
it’s nice to know peo-
ple are watching this 
place,” said Romeo Dela 
Fuente, who lives across 
the street from the ho-
tel. “We’ll see what hap-
pens I guess.” 

Continued from page 4 

HOTEL
that all its bus problems 
 would go away if it only 
supported the rezoning .

The developer fi rst be-
gan trying to get the zon-
ing change back in 2008, 
but his efforts failed be-
cause the housing mar-
ket collapse forced many 
big projects — including 
his — to come tumbling 
down on their own, ac-
cording to Councilman 
Alan Maisel (D–Marine 
Park). But securing le-
gal aid now to make sure 
Forkosh’s second bite at 
the apple doesn’t go any-
where is a good idea, according to Mai-
sel, who opposes the development.

“I think it’s wise to be represented 
by someone who really knows what 
they are talking about,” he said. 

If the developer succeeds in getting 
the rezoning, there’s no guarantee 
he’ll build the condos — and the com-
munity doesn’t deserve a potential 
curve ball, Lester said.

“Once they achieve that zoning 
change, they can put in apartments, 
not-for-profi t housing, can put in resi-
dential facilities, institutional facili-
ties, they are not restrained by what 
they are saying now,” he said. “I vis-
ited the property and in my opinion, 
that area is not suitable for a high den-

sity residential development, it’s in an 
isolated dead-end area, there’s no ac-
cess to roadways, no parking facilities. 
It’s surrounded by low-level homes, 
there’s never been a development of 
that density at that location.”

Lester is known for helping com-
munities battle development — 

He’s currently representing a group 
of Red Hookers  trying to get their loft 
brought into rent stabilization  and 
another community group in Gow-
anus fi ghting against a late-night club, 
though most of his clients are in Man-
hattan — and he’s optimistic about all 
three, he said. 

“I’m confi dent because we have the 
community behind us,” Lester said. 

Continued from page 6 

CONDOS

BIG PLANS: A photograph of developer Alex Forkosh’s 
rendering, by Coral Headquarters LLC, of his plans to build 
condominiums on E. 69th Street in Bergen Beach, which he 
presented to the local civic over the summer. 
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CONEY ISLAND

America’s playgrounds have gone 
200 days without a shooting in a mile-
stone worthy of a Standing O!

The respite in violence is thanks 
in large part to a partnership between 
Deputy Inspector William Taylor 

of the 60th Precinct and a project of 
the Jewish Community Council of 

Greater Coney Island known as Op-

eration HOOD (Helping Our Own De-
velop), whose slogan is “Peace up, guns 
down.”

Operation HOOD is a community-
based organization modeled after New 
York City’s Cure Violence program. It 
aims to prevent shootings and other 
violence by targeting high risk youth, 
identifying and mediating confl icts, 
and providing mentors who can offer 
guidance on life choices, health care, 
and educational and employment op-
portunities. 

The group has focused on trans-
forming emerging lawbreakers into 
law-abiding citizens since its launch 
in February, working with Coney Is-
land residents from W. 20th to W. 29th 
streets, between Mermaid and Surf 
venues, to change the narrative of 
their lives.

“We had about 15 incidents in our 
area since February that could have 
ended in shootings, but we used me-
diation to talk about the issues,” said 
Derick Scott,  project manager. “We 
can’t let something minor guide these 
kids down a path of destruction.”

The focus is to change the high-risk 
community’s desensitization to vio-
lence, he added.

“We try to teach them to think, to 
put their egos in their pockets,” Scott 
said.

The results have been impressive, 
and the activist is understandably 
proud of Coney Island’s no-shooting 
streak, a cause for major celebration in 
an area that had been so often rocked 
by bloodshed.  

“The neighborhood has really 
taken to us and it is just a wonderful 
thing,” said Scott.  

Operation HOOD Center (1618 Mer-
maid Ave. in Coney Island).

FORT GREENE

Welcome a ‘Board’
Say “hey” to Adam E. Max, the 

new chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees at the Brooklyn Academy of Mu-

sic.

Max succeeds longtime Chairman 
Alan H. Fishman.

Katy Clark, president of the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music, let the O know 
that the appointment will start in the 
new year. 

Max joined the board in 2003 and 
has served as vice chairman since 
2008. He also serves on the board of St. 

Ann’s Warehouse.

“We have been so fortunate to have 
Alan Fishman as our chair during an 
exciting renaissance period for Brook-
lyn,” said Clark. “His leadership, per-

sistence, passion, guidance, and great 
generosity have been invaluable in a 
period of growth for BAM and for the 
borough, and we have become a stron-
ger organization because of Alan’s 
dedication.”

BAM is a leading arts institution 
in New York City, but so much more, 
claims Max.

“It’s an economic engine for its com-
munity and an ambassador for Brook-
lyn and the world,” he said. “Riding on 
the wings of great artistic and cultural 
leaders, Harvey Lichtenstein, Karen 
Hopkins, Joe Melillo, and now Katy 
Clark has been a true pleasure.”

BAM has made great progress in 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

CROWN HEIGHTS

Thumbs up for Interfaith Medi-

cal Center for celebrating Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month with a 
brand-spanking new, state-of-the-art, 
digital mammography machine — 
the latest from GE Health Care and 
the latest in digital mammography 
testing. 

“The residents of Central Brook-
lyn deserve the best health care, with 
the newest, up-to-date technology,” 
said LaRay Brown, the hospital’s 
president and chief executive. 

One in every eight women will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer in their 
lifetime, she added.

“This is a startling statistic that 
people in our community don’t often 
hear about,” she said.

The hospital’s local outreach in-
cludes visiting communities and 
proactively educating residents of 
Central Brooklyn about available ser-
vices, especially the need for poten-
tially life-saving mammograms.

“They are the only screening 
test that have been proven to reduce 
the risk of dying from breast cancer 

and early detection is the key to sur-
vival,” Brown said. “We encourage 
all women in Central Brooklyn to 
come to Interfaith Medical Center for 
their annual mammogram.”

Breast cancer survivor Canon 

Diane M. Porter, chairperson of the 
IM Foundation, knows fi rsthand that 
breast cancer is not a death sentence.

“Early detection can save lives, 
and with continued testing on our 
state-of-the-art machine and follow 
up with our physicians, we can help 
the residents of Central Brooklyn 
successfully manage and/or elimi-
nate breast cancer at the onset of 
the disease,” said Porter, who has 
been cancer-free for more than 30 
years.

The new digital mammography 
machine offers effi cient imaging at 
a low dose and the ergonomic design 
optimizes patient comfort. 

Getting a mammography at Inter-
faith Medical Center has never been 
easier, so make an appointment to-
day. 

Interfaith Medical Center [1545 At-
lantic Ave. at Troy Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 613–4407]. 

Let’s hear it for the staff at HOOD!

In the pink for breast health

that time, and the future is unlimited, 
he predicted. Standing O gives a shout-
out to that!

Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100].

BOROUGH PARK 

Welcome back, doc
Let’s hear it for the good news!
Dr. Jack Choueka, chairman 

of Orthopedic Surgery at Mai-

monides Medical Center, an-
nounced that Dr. Ahmed Saleh 
has joined the Orthopedic Spine 
Surgery team, bolstering the hos-
pital’s comprehensive orthopedic 
services. 

“We’re delighted to expand our 
Orthopedic and Trauma Services 
with the expertise that Dr. Saleh 
brings to his new role at Maimo-
nides,” said Dr. Choueka. 

Dr. Saleh is a graduate of the 
Geisel School of Medicine at Dart-
mouth College, and board-certi-
fi ed and fellowship-trained at the 
University of Rochester Medical 
Center. 

This is a homecoming for Dr. 
Saleh, the former Chief Resident 
in Orthopedic Surgery at Maimo-
nides, and he is thrilled to return 
to his old stomping ground. 

“I’m looking forward to work-
ing with the accomplished ortho-
pedic team at Maimonides,” said 
Dr. Saleh. “It’s an especially excit-
ing time to be coming on board, 
with the recent establishment 
of the Trauma Center at Maimo-
nides.”

Dr. Saleh specializes in the 
treatment of neck and back dis-
orders for both adolescents and 
adults, with a special interest in 
spinal deformities such as scolio-
sis and kyphosis, spinal trauma, 
and degenerative diseases of the 
neck and back. He treats a broad 
range of neck and spinal disorders 
including cervical myelopathy, 
cervical and lumbar spinal steno-
sis, radiculopathy, herniated discs, 
neck and lower back pain, degener-
ative disc disease, spondylolisthe-
sis, sciatica, and spine fractures.

Standing O shares in the wel-
come — no more aching back here!

Maimonides Medical Center 
[4802 10th Ave. in Borough Park,  
(718) 283–6000] Dr. Saleh’s offi ce 
[6010 Bay Pkwy. at 60th Street in 
Mapleton, (718) 283–7400].

PINK PARADE: The staff at Interfaith Medical Center wears pink in support of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. 
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L E T  O U R  F A M I L Y  H E L P  Y O U R 
F A M I L Y  I N  Y O U R  T I M E  O F  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224  718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple cremation, 
simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment

  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan 
for only $25-$50 
a month

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Cheers to this fund-raiser!

Seasoned and newbie beer 
pong players tossed a few 
balls — and tossed back a few 
drinks — to raise money for 
the American Cancer Society 
during the “Pink Pong Tour-
nament” at Mariners Inn on 
Oct. 21, hosted by the Relay 
for Life team of MCU Park. 
Players dressed up in all pink 
and fi red their best shots for 

a chance to take home a six-
pack of beer — but the best 
part of the tourney was rais-
ing money for the cause, said 
one player from New Jersey 
who works with the Cyclones 
baseball team, which plays at 
MCU Park.

The games were a blast, 
said one player, who called the 
fund-raiser a straight-up suc-
cess — even if she couldn’t al-
ways shoot straight.

“It was a lot of fun — basi-
cally just a social get-together 
for a good cause,” said Jessica 
Klein, whose erratic shots cost 
her a winning title. “I make 
random shots I don’t think I’m 
going to and then the easy ones 
I miss. I don’t like to take it too 
seriously.”

Players raised a total of 
$800 and hope the event grows 
to attract more participants 
next year, said Long Islander 

Ryan Coye — who came in 
fi rst place with his partner, or-
ganizer Joe Gillette.

“It was a lot of fun, and 
hopefully it gets bigger and 
bigger next year and beyond,” 
said Coye.

Mariners Inn provided the 
suds, organizers said. Runners 
up took home bottles of antacid 
to soothe the loss, and the win-
ning team walked away with a 
six-pack of Coney Island Brew-

ing’s Home Plate Pale Ale — a 
fi tting gift to celebrate that the 
group’s Making Strides cancer 
walk is  moving to The People’s 
Playground next year , said 
Gillette. 

“Our whole event is moving 
to Coney Island in the spring, 
so we thought it would be ap-
propriate,” he said. “And two 
Pepto Bismols for their upset 
stomachs for losing the tour-
nament.”

They’ll drink to that!
PINK POWER: (Left) “Pink Pong” players at the Mariners Inn. (Above) Part-
ners Ryan Coye and Joe Gillette came in fi rst place. Photos by Jon Farina Beer pong games raises cash for breast cancer
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To the editor,
I was surprised to see a photo 

of people blowing the shofar at the 
Crown Heights festivals. To the best 
of my knowledge, the shofar is to be 
blown only on High Holy Days ser-
vices. 

This is a sacrilegious use of the 
shofar. Sarah Vogel

Sea Gate 

To the editor,
All across the region I am notic-

ing that McDonald’s is busy improv-
ing their hamburger joints, not for 
better aesthetics or customer ser-
vice, but a direct response to the 
mandated $15 minimum wage. 

The restaurant being rebuilt on 
Flatbush Avenue, near the Ryder 
Post Office is a prime example.

My grandsons and I have visited 
several of these stores to see newly 
installed electronic-ordering ki-
osks where one doesn’t order food 
with a human, but through a video 
screen. 

We are told it is for better service, 
though it has been revealed that 
these new kiosks enable the com-
pany to substantially reduce staff-
ing, thus improving their bottom 
line.

 Well done (and not the burgers) 
to federal, state, and city legislators 
who through their concern to boost 
wages to aid minority workers have 
now hurt the very people in the com-
munity by eliminating their jobs.

Robert W. Lobenstein
Marine Park

To the editor,
After a year and a half delay, 

the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority and the Department of 
Transportation finally released 
its B44 Special Bus Service Prog-
ress Report which your newspaper 
did not feel was worthy of a men-
tion. 

Had you read and understood the 
report, you would see how through 
omissions and careful selection of 
data, they tried to show this failure 
as a success.

The purpose of SBS was to re-

verse the declining trend in bus 
ridership and operate service more 
efficiently, using longer buses mak-
ing fewer stops, thereby reducing 
costs.

The goal supposedly was to help 
the passengers while having little 
impact on traffic using exclusive bus 
lanes. The MTA claimed success by 
stating ridership was up by 10 per-
cent.

All good until you read the fine 
print. Only SBS ridership was up 
by 10 percent, and only during the 
second year while declining the 
first year. And that includes B49 
riders who took the B44 SBS only 
because it arrived first on Rogers 
Avenue.

Local bus ridership declined 4 
percent the second year, so with ap-
proximately the same numbers of 
passengers on SBS and the local, the 
real B44 gain during the second year 
was only 6 percent, not 10 percent.

But wait. It’s even worse than 
that. 

They don’t tell you that during 
the first year of operation, B44 rider-
ship declined by 8 percent. So when 
you look at all the numbers, B44 rid-
ership is lower today than before 
SBS started. Add to that the pro-
gram cost $20 million to implement 
and $2 to $3 million additional each 
year to operate.

Also traffic speeds on the streets 
where the exclusive bus lanes were  
implemented declined by about four 
or 7 percent and increased by only 1 
percent for one segment in one direc-
tion during one time period. Traffic 
speeds on surrounding streets also 
declined and parking spaces were 
lost. So exactly who benefitted?

Those making very long trips 
when the average B44 trip length is 
only 2.3 mph. 

It was an even exchange for most 
everyone else who traded shorter 
bus trips for longer walking dis-
tances to and from the SBS bus stops 
which are as much as a mile apart 
because of the MTA’s refusal to add 
an SBS bus stop at Avenue R.

Those former limited stop users 
were hurt by now being required to 
take the slower local as well as any-
one else who needs Kings County- 
Downstate Medical Centers on New 
York Avenue.

The report is deficient by omit-
ting the following topics: the need 
for some passengers to pay an ex-
tra fare to use SBS if they want to 
change to the local and another 
subway or bus; inadequate public 

notice; unfair fare evasion sum-
monses; the entire topic of fare eva-
sion and the costs to reduce it; the 
need for additional SBS bus stops; 
inadequate local service; poor bus 
service reliability; nearly empty 
SBS buses during the peak hour 
south of Avenue X while the B36 is 
jam packed and skipping bus stops; 
fare machine reliability; or the fail-
ure to survey local passengers after 
SBS was instituted as part of their 
satisfaction survey; deficiencies in 
signage and roadway markings or 
any mention of passenger trip times 
and walking distances.

Some buses operating faster be-
cause they are making fewer stops 
does not necessarily translate into 
passengers being better served, yet 
that what the MTA is asking us to 
believe. Allan Rosen

The writer is a former director of 
bus planning for the MTA’s N.Y.C. 

Transit Authority.

To the editor,
I will never call Coney Island the 

“People’s Playground.”
Hurricane Sandy changed the 

lives of people living there, and 
many residents are still struggling 
years later, but every year there is a 
hot-dog eating contest, the Mermaid 
Parade, and other festivities. Now 
there is the new amphitheater. But 
do the residents benefit from any of 
these events? I think not. 

With more traffic congestion 
now, how will any emergency vehi-
cles, such as police, fire, and ambu-
lance, will be able to respond in time 
to save lives?

I remember when there was a rush 
to not only replace the amusement 
area, but also the broken Boardwalk 
from West 12. Street to Stillwell Ave-
nue. Wow, how fast those new boards 
were replaced.

Can’t say the same about the 
other broken and cracked wood that 
has not been repaired. 

So, people will fall on the Board-
walk, sue the city, and collect more 
money. Don’t you think it would 
be more cost-effective to fix the 
boards? 

Right next to Childs Restaurant 
there was a beautiful community 
garden. African-Americans, Span-
ish, Russians had their own plot of 
land to grow fruits and vegetables. 
Each group got along in an open and 
friendly manner.

I felt at peace there, with only 
the sound of the water being used to 

keep the plants alive, and nourish 
the fruits and vegetables.

It’s a shame when the same city 
talks about having a clean environ-
ment and decides to destroy all the 
hard work of those community gar-
deners. Jerry Sattler

Brighton Beach

To the editor,
I hate it when I’m trying to exer-

cise at Dreier-Offerman Park in a 
quiet atmosphere, when some folk 
insist on turning the children’s play-
ground next to the basketball court 
into their personal amphitheater. 

Layfayette Park is also a total 
lost cause, with loud music blaring 
in the mornings.

I tired of complaining to the city 
with no corrective action taken and 
no warnings of any kind given to the 
offenders. Music should be confined 
to a gym or home, unless it’s played 
on headphones.

Joseph V. Comperchio
Bath Beach

To the editor,
I was disturbed by the attack on 

Shavana Abruzzo (A Britisher’s 
View), calling her a racist (“Read-
ers: Shavana’s a racist and shame on 
the Courier for putting her column 
in print,” Sound Off to the Editor, 
Sept. 30). 

Who are these people? It is not 
their business to forbid Shavana. We 
live in a free country, not under sha-
ria law. Do these people only want to 
print the defense of Muslims?

I am proud of Shavana for tell-
ing the truth and thank her. She is a 
wonderful journalist, and our coun-
try needs more like her.

I am tired of the political correct-
ness. Some Muslims appear to hate 
the US, and want to destroy it, and 
turn it into a Muslim republic, and 
create problems within our social 
system.

I want to ask these readers who 
will feed the Muslim refugees, why 
our sons and daughters are fighting 
in Syria while young, healthy Syr-
ians are living here at my expense, 
and how many Islamic State soldiers 
will we accept as refugees?

It’s a threat to our national safety. 
Look at Europe and its increase in 
crime. Do these readers want the 
same for our country? 

Open your minds and eyes before 
it’s too late. Carina Gen

Brooklyn

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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APY1APY10.51%
On balances of $5,000 or more1.00%

For the first 90 days

Complete Checking Plus

Join the Grand Opening celebration of our new Flushing Bank location at 61-14 Springfield Boulevard.  
As part of the celebration, you will earn a special interest rate of 1.00%1 for the first 90 days when you open 
a new Complete Checking Plus account at any of our branches.1 

1. New Complete Checking Plus account with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer is limited to one Complete Checking 
Plus account per household. The APY is effective October 17, 2016. The APY for Complete Checking Plus is 0.15% for daily account balances between $0 to $4,999. The blended annual percentage yield (APY) for Complete Checking Plus is 0.51% for daily account balances between $5,000 to $49,999 
and 0.59% for daily account balances of $50,000 or greater. The guaranteed rate of 1.00% will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90 day period the annual percentage yield will revert to 0.35% for daily account balances between $5,000 to $49,999 and 0.45% for daily 
account balances of $50,000 or greater. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield. If your daily account balance is less than $5,000 the interest rate paid on the entire balance in your account will be 0.15% 
APY. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open the Complete Checking Plus account. A minimum balance of $5,000 is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. Fees may reduce the earnings on the account. The rate and offer are subject to change and early termination without prior notice at 
any time. 2. New Complete Checking or Complete Checking Plus account with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer 
is limited to one Complete Checking or Complete Checking Plus account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new Complete Checking account is $25 and a new Complete Checking Plus account is $100. No minimum balance required to be eligible for the Bonus. Direct Deposit – You 
will receive $100 for signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit. Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 90 days after the account is opened. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card 
purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments – You will receive $50 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Debit Card Purchases and Online Bill-payments must be 
completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $200.  The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about the end of the month following the completion of the above qualifying transactions within the required 
time after account opening. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Celebrate With Us!
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Plus when you open a new Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account you can get up to $200.2

Hurry, this is a limited time offer. Call or stop by a branch today!

For more information visit your local Flushing Bank branch, go to www.FlushingBank.com, or call 800.581.2889.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

efore people became 
“brands” there was this 
quaint notion that the 

only wealth that matters is 
the “riches of a good name.” 
You don’t have to be religious 
to understand this.

We are now on the preci-
pice of an election where one 
candidate has violated almost 
every norm of acceptable be-
havior — and almost four in 
10 Americans support him. 
He has repeatedly insulted 
women both in public words 
and private actions. He has 
denigrated our neighbors in 
Mexico, an entire religion (Is-
lam), the handicapped, veter-
ans like John McCain, Gold 
Star families like the Khans, 
and the list goes on. In fact, 
who hasn’t the Republican 
nominee insulted?

With less than two weeks 
left in this interminable cam-
paign cycle, the consensus 
is that Hillary Clinton is on 
the way to an electoral vic-
tory by a very wide margin. 
What would that make Donald 
Trump? The biggest loser of 
the year — but even worse, it 
looks like he is planning to be 
an even bigger sore loser.

There is a fine tradition in 

America of hard-fought po-
litical battles that result in a 
gracious loser who recognizes 
that the bedrock principle of 
our democracy is the orderly 
transition of power. This is 
what separates America from 
authoritarian, non-democratic 
regimes. Even Al Gore, who 
won the popular vote by a lot 
in 2000, recognized that he 
must concede expeditiously for 
the good of the country once 
the Supreme Court had ruled 

against him. He has not gone 
around saying the election re-
sult was rigged since then.

Everyone in this country 
is understandably focused on 
what happens on Nov. 8, Elec-
tion Day, when the future of 
our country will be shaped by 
the result not just in the pres-
idential contest, but also by a 
few Senate races that will de-
termine which party will have 
the upper hand in the confir-
mation of the next few Su-
preme Court justices.

Donald Trump’s scorched-
earth campaign has done a lot 
of damage to our political sys-
tem, to the Republican Party 
and to his family’s standing in 
the world. The Trump brand, 
which is really the only busi-
ness that the brash billionaire 
has consistently succeeded 
with, is now in tatters. There 
are numerous reports of high 
vacancy rates at his new Wash-
ington, D.C. hotel, tenants in 
buildings named after Trump 
petitioning for a name change, 
and even his daughter Ivanka’s 
clothing line is starting to suf-
fer with women who are dis-
gusted by her father’s misogy-
nistic rhetoric and actions.

So, on Nov. 9, when Trump 

wakes up to headlines pro-
claiming him a big loser, will 
he also suffer from his once-
desired brand tanking? Will 
the name Trump be so toxic 
that building, hotel, and golf 
course facades will change 
overnight? Will his children 
and grandchildren perhaps 
try to seek refuge in a new 
family surname?

This scenario does not 
seem that far-fetched as each 
week passes with new and 
even more disturbing revela-
tions about Trump’s past be-
havior and current vulgar-
isms. I shudder to think what 
ill behavior will be on display 
in the final 10 days of a desper-
ate campaign that looks like 
it is sinking further into the 
mud. Who can the Republican 
nominee attack or scapegoat 
so that his impending loss 
seems like an unfair result?

Many believe that this is 
all a cynical ploy to start a lu-
crative television network af-
ter the election — Trump TV 
— that will make Fox News 
seem innocent and sweet by 
comparison. 

I don’t buy that.
Sure, Trump and his 

blindly faithful extended fam-

ily will look to make lemon-
ade out of the lemons he has 
offered up. But like his wildly 
unsuccessful foray into the 
gaming industry in Atlan-
tic City, Trump’s attempt at 
launching a media empire is 
destined for failure, too. Like 
his relatives who have tried 
to dabble in media and his ill-
fated Trump magazine, this 
futile effort will only further 
erode the family brand.

Here’s one potential exit 
strategy that might save the 
Trump brand: claim that like 
“The Producers” did in Mel 
Brooks’ farce, this campaign 
was a comic attempt to badly 
run a losing campaign that 
would only enrich its inner 
circle.

This would be a plausible 
explanation for an inept cam-
paign that kept on trying to 
find a new bottom each and ev-
ery week.

Maybe they could even 
make it into a hit reality show.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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tick a fork in him — he’s 
about done.

Donald Trump’s goose 
may be cooked, but the Repub-
lican presidential nominee 
has only himself to blame for 
jumping out of the fat into the 
fire and turning up the heat on 
his implosion.

Mere weeks ago Trump 
was an iconoclast galloping 
towards the White House on 
the bare back of a tornadic 
campaign, whipping hearts 
and butts into a frenzy of ado-
ration and rage, winning the 
most primary votes in party 
history, and zooming his fam-
ily brand into the exosphere. 

He was the party animal 
who stood on the bar with a 
lampshade on his head and 
chucked prime sirloin with 
impunity down America’s 
gaping jaws in flesh-curdling 
slivers. 

Who can forget Trump’s 
claims about wanting to boff 
his daughter if he wasn’t her 
father, and how Barack Obama 
“schlonged” Hillary Clinton 
in the 2008 Democratic Pri-
mary. 

Yet somewhere between 

topping the polls and consti-
pating his critics the second-
most admired man in Amer-
ica after the president revved 
up his inner brat and drove 
his revolutionary campaign 
into a ditch, where it now 
flounders gasping and sputter-
ing while he slams the gears 
and grinds up a storm.

Donald’s decline is his own 
dumb fault.

He had the perfect oppo-
nent in “crooked Hillary.” Her 
long and troubled political his-
tory presented itself on a silver 
platter waiting to be sliced and 
diced like a Thanksgiving tur-
key, but thin-skinned Trump 
turned the carving knife on 
himself instead:

-
lims and Hispanics, but let his 
immigration stance morph 
and languish.

their looks while manhan-
dling Groper-gate. 

Night Live.”
-

tion was rigged.

challenger.

sport if he lost.

vision to settle petty scores.
Trump’s political success 

always lay in grabbing us by 
our short and curlies, and pok-
ing us in the eye with a cattle 
prod to remind us of our co-
matose national policies, but 
he took his eyes off the prize 
and charged willingly into the 
lion’s den. 

Now all that remains is 
for the inmates to devour him 
alive — and spit him out. 

Follow me on Twitter @
BritShavana

In 20 years they can 
tell it to their thera-
pist” is a line par-

ents hear — and say — a lot.
Especially in New York.
Most of us — jokingly or 

earnestly — believe that our 
kids are keeping track of all 
the things we’ve said and 
done wrong, and will some-
day divulge these while free-
assocating on a couch. If only 
we could be raising our kids 
with the expert wisdom of 
the real child experts: Psy-
chiatrists.

Well, a new book should 
make us all breathe a little 
easier. “Great Psychologists 
as Parents” by David Cohen 
looks at 10 shrinks and child-
development experts, includ-

finds that their track record is 
mixed. In fact, the British Co-
hen told me in a phone inter-
view that the shrinks’ odds of 
raising happy, well-adjusted 
offspring were “not very dif-
ferent” from the rest of ours.

“The idea that if you study 
child psychology you become 
a better parent? Historically, 
there’s no evidence for it,” 
said Cohen.

Which makes me feel kind 
of good.

Not that I want any child 
to suffer a traumatic upbring-
ing! I just like knowing that 
there isn’t necessarily a cheat 
sheet that the experts get that 
the rest of us don’t. And I say 
this as someone described 
as a parenting expert, since 
I write the blog Free-Range 
Kids. (I always say I’m not an 
expert on how to parent, I’m 
an expert on how we got so 
afraid for our kids.)

fare as a papa?
He was very close with his 

daughter Anna — “perhaps 
too close,” writes Cohen. He 
actually analyzed her. And 
since Freudian analysis 
deals with childhood sexual-
ity and fantasies, you have to 
assume this was awkward. 
These days, there’s no way 
a father could ethically ana-
lyze his own child. But back 
then it was all new — Freud 
basically founded the field — 
so you can’t hold it against 
him. And rather than casti-
gate her dad, Anna followed 
in his footsteps and became 
another distinguished psy-
choanalyst.

The same dynamics are 
not found in the Klein fam-
ily. Melanie Klein was a stu-

dent of Freud’s who became 
famous for her work on play 
therapy — the idea that chil-
dren express their fears and 
frustrations through play.

Like the Freud family, 
Mama Klein’s daughter also 
went into the family business. 
That meant that mother and 
daughter were sometimes 
at the same psychoanalytic 
conferences, where they’d be 
shrieking at each other. 

“It was a soap opera,” Co-
hen says.

They didn’t speak for 20 
years, and when the mom 
died, daughter Melitta re-
fused to go to her funeral.

Darwin and his children 
go on the other side. Al-
though Darwin was not re-
ally a psychologist, he was a 
keen observer of species, in-
cluding his own. He lost three 
of them, but the children who 
survived felt very warmly 
toward him, and were at his 
bedside when he died.

Not so the kids of John 
B. Watson, one of the first 
scientific psychologists, as 
well as one of the founders of 
modern advertising. Watson 
wrote a book on the psycho-
logical care of the infant that 
was hugely influential in the 
first half of the 20th century. 
And yet, he was a harsh 
disciplinarian who only 
shook hands with his kids. 
In fact, says Cohen, “He ac-
cused American mothers of 
hugging their children and 
making them homosexual” 
— a good reminder that ac-
cepted truths in one genera-
tion do not always last into 
the next.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

ust who are these name-
less, faceless, and brain-
less individuals that have 

nothing better to do than pick 
on anything and everything? 
Don’t they have jobs, real 
lives, and drama of their own 
without continuously looking 
for imagined, picayune slights 
and bits of offense?

I recently read an article 
on Allure.com where Vanessa 
Hudgens’s box braids were 
called out as “cultural appro-
priation.”

Huh? What in kingdom 
come is that?

The dolts of social media 
began claiming Hudgens is 
unfairly using black culture 
after the former Disney star-
let got box braids and posted 
some selfies online.

A white woman had the 
nerve to caption one of the 
pics “Yaaas braids,” and so 
many on social media had to 
have their five minutes of bil-
ious fame by claiming that 
donning the mainly black hair 
style is somehow an affront to 
African Americans.

You have got to be kidding 
me. Maybe she just liked braids. 

hairstyle become offensive be-
havior? Was Bo Derek offen-
sive in “10” when she sported 
corn rows and ran along the 
beach? Does that mean every 
black person that sports a Jheri 
curl or straightened hair is of-
fensively appropriating white 

hair? And what about Michael 
Jackson? The dead mega-star 
bleached his skin until it was 
almost white. Was that an of-
fensive appropriation? 

It was not that long ago 
that these self-same arbitra-
tors of idiocy were up in arms 
when Katy Perry dressed with 
a parasol and geisha clothes. 

Why? I don’t have the fog-
giest notion, but I really think 
that if you want to have braids, 
dress in geisha clothing, wear 
Indian feathers in your hair, 
walk around with a bindi on 
your forehead, or bleach your 
skin, no one should have any 
thing to say about it — and 
you certainly shouldn’t have 
to apologize for it.

Not for Nuthin™ but worry 
about the truly offensive 
things in this life — like lying 
politicians, people that harm 
innocent children or innocent 
animals, and huge pharma-
ceutical companies that keep 
profit ahead of our health.

Those are things to be of-
fended at. 

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 10/28/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$13,000BUY 
FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

3,0 0 0
'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

Request our Pink “We Care” license 

plate frame with your next purchase 

from Major World & we will donate 

$25 on your behalf to the 

American Cancer Society.

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 10/28/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

$10,000BUY 
FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV

$15,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

$10,000BUY 
FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

Q U A L I T Y
P R E - O W N E D  C A R S

'12 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000
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LATE PAGE

P
aradise just keeps getting better and 

better. And choosing the venue for your 

special occasions gets easier and easier, 

thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 
(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 

718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 

having the total attention and expertise of the staff 

focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 

discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 

hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 

ballroom, management recently spared no expense 

when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-

by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 

now done up with marble and granite accents for a 

look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 

the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-

est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 

a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 

and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 

yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one 

time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 

two or three or even more affairs. When you book 

Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 

person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 

assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 

the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-

ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 

directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 

Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-

ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 

their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-

mendations and on the special days yet to come 

in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 

will do everything in their power to be certain that 

the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-

ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 

staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 

success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-

timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 

to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 

central chandelier that will take your breath away. 

It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 

up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 

accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 

expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 

large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 

up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 

world of environments, which also includes an in-

timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 

water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 

wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 

can. And they proved that when they totally reno-

vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 

this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 

or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-

tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 

a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 

full-time professionals who know their business; 

not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 

world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-

books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 

added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 

Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 

on the premises to assure the highest in quality 

control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-

lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 

Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 

available during the weekdays for all types of social 

meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 

Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com



COURIER LIFE, OCT. 28–NOV. 3, 2016 33  B GM BR

Amid a season of sweets 
and special foods, it 
sometimes can be chal-

lenging for diabetics to main-
tain their dietary discipline. 
But eating certain foods in 
moderation can help people 
with diabetes enjoy the fl avors 
of the holidays without com-
promising their health.

The Centers for Disease 
Control  and Prevention says 
more than 29 million people in 
the United States have diabe-
tes, while another 86 million 
adults have prediabetes. One 
in four people with diabetes 
do not know they have the dis-
ease.

Managing diabetes is more 
than just avoiding candy and 
cookies. Foods with a lot of fat 
or those that are high in car-
bohydrates also can be prob-
lematic. Such foods may not be 
so easy to avoid come the holi-
day season, but the following 
are a few tips to help men and 
women with diabetes main-
tain their health through the 
holidays:

Anticipate foods. Certain 

foods are staples of the holi-
day season. If you anticipate 
potentially problematic foods, 
then you can develop a plan 
to avoid them or eat them in 
moderation in advance of ar-
riving at a family gathering or 
holiday party.

Eat a healthy snack. Prior 
to going to a holiday party, eat 
something that will satisfy 
your hunger to avoid overeat-
ing once you are there.

Ask about foods. Don’t 
be shy to ask the host or host-
ess about what will be served. 
This will help you develop a 
strategy that will fi t your meal 
plan.

Limit alcohol consump-

tion. Only drink in modera-
tion and eat something be-
forehand to prevent low blood 
glucose levels later. Avoid 
drinks with high calorie mix-
ers or ones packed with extra 
sugar.

Bring a dish. Make some-
thing that is diabetic-friendly 
and bring it to the party. 
Chances are someone else at-
tending the party is diabetic 

and will appreciate having a 
healthy choice as well.

Opt for fruit. Choose fruit 
over sweets at the dessert ta-
ble. If you bring a baked good, 
consider recipes with reduced 
sugar or ones that use a sugar 
substitute.

Control your portions. 

Fill up your dish with healthy 
foods, leaving only a small 
spot for something indulgent.

Test diligently. Now is 
the time to monitor your 
blood-sugar levels like a 
hawk. Monitor your levels 
more closely so you can see 
how holiday foods are affect-
ing your levels and so you 
know if you need to make any 
adjustments.

Rebound quickly. Experts 
advise that if you go over-
board on a particular day, get 
back on your feet the next. Ex-
ercise, revisit meal plans, and 
cut portion sizes.

Diabetics cannot stop mon-
itoring their diets just because 
the holidays have arrived. 
With planning and diligence, 
it’s possible to enjoy the foods 

Diabetics must learn how to enjoy their favorite holiday foods without compromising their overall health.

B aking can be a 
relaxing and re-
warding pastime 

that parents can share 
with their children. 
Baking promotes a va-
riety of skills, includ-
ing the ability to follow 
instructions and make 
measurements. Baking 
also employs mathemat-
ics, making baking a 
rather delicious science 
experiment. Perhaps 
one of the few pitfalls of 
baking is indulging in 
too many sweet treats 
when taste testing and 
then enjoying the fruits 
of your labors.

But bakers con-
cerned about their health 
can substitute healthy ingre-
dients when recipes call for 
foods bakers would prefer to 
avoid. The following ingredi-
ents can make healthy addi-
tions to baked-good recipes 
without sacrifi cing fl avor:

Whole-wheat fl our: Re-
fined white flour may not 
be the healthiest ingredi-
ent, so try whole-wheat 
flour, which is full of nu-
trients and an extra dose of 
fiber. Fiber can help lower 
the risk for heart disease 
and diabetes. Try slightly 
less than one cup of whole-
wheat flour for regular 
flour as a swap if a recipe 
calls for one cup of flour.

Fruit puree: When a rec-
ipe calls for oil, margarine, 
butter, or shortening, con-
sider replacing such ingredi-
ents with fruit purees, which 
often add moisture and tex-
ture just as well but with-
out the same amount of calo-
ries. Applesauce and prunes 
can be helpful in chocolate 
dishes. Pumpkin or sweet 
potato are other purees that 
can add a nutritional boost 
as well.

Greek yogurt: Greek 
yogurt is a powerhouse of 
protein and fl avor with rela-
tively few calories per serv-
ing. It can make a super sub-
stitution in recipes for things 
like sour cream, buttermilk, 
or even cream cheese. 

Applesauce: Believe it 
or not, unsweetened apple-
sauce also can replace some 
or all of the sugar in a recipe. 
When doing a 1:1 ratio swap, 

reduce the amount of liquid 
in the recipe by 1 ⁄4 cup.

Marshmallow or me-

ringue: Ever check the nutri-
tional information for many 
store-bought cake frostings? 
They pack a considerable 
amount of calories, sugar, 
and fat. Some also are made 
with hydrogenated oils. Con-
sider using a marshmallow 
fl uff or homemade meringue 
to top cupcakes or decorate 
cookies.

Stevia: Stevia is an herbal 
plant that grows primarily in 
South America. Stevia has a 
long history as a sweetener 
in that area, and now has be-
come a popular sugar substi-
tute elsewhere. Stevia is an 
all-natural, no-calorie, no-
carbohydrate sweetener. The 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion approved only the puri-
fi ed form of stevia, called ste-
vioside. Remember to check 
each brand’s sugar-to-stevia 
ratio to make sure you get the 
right measurements for your 
recipe.

Egg whites: Replace a 
whole egg in a recipe with 
two egg whites or 1 ⁄4 cup of 
egg substitute.

Chocolate nibs: Nibs 
are processed morsels 
that do not have the same 
amount of added sugar as 
many chocolate chips. Dark 
chocolate nibs can provide a 
healthy dose of antioxidants 
as well.

Baking brings family to-
gether, and the treats prepare 
can make an enjoyable fi nale 
to a great meal. With healthy 
substitutions, any recipe can 
be altered for the better.  

How to bake 
healthier treats

Cut calories, fat and sugar from baked 
goods with some simple and healthy 
substitutions.

A diabetic’s guide 
to holiday treats

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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Sinai Diagnostics is now offering 
non-surgical uterine Fibroid 
treatment. Outpatient UFE 
procedures are performed in the 
offi ce, with minimal recovery time. 
Contact us for a consultation and 
let us help you be the best you 
can be. Don’t let chronic pelvic 

pain and anemia rule your life, 
take charge of your future. Our 
procedures do not require general 
anesthesia. Our board certifi ed 
physicians are awaiting your 
phone call. Procedures are now 
covered by most insurance plans, 
including medicaid.

NEW YORK FIBROID TREATMENT CENTER OF SINAI DIAGNOSTICS CAN HELP YOU.

SUFFERING FROM HEAVY PERIODS DUE 
TO FIBROIDS? 

STOP YOUR SUFFERING NOW!

SINAI DIAGNOSTICS AND INTERVENTIONAL RADIOLOGY P.C. 
2560 Ocean Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-615-4100

M any people are famil-
iar with type 1 and 
type 2 diabetes, both of 

which are characterized by 
high blood glucose levels that 
can lead to additional health 
problems. Insulin injections, 
dietary changes, exercise, and 
medication may be needed to 
correct the ratio of sugar to in-
sulin in the body. 

Another common form of 
diabetes  may not be as well-
known as the others but can be 
a concern for expecting moth-
ers. Gestational diabetes, ac-
cording to the American Dia-
betes Association, refers to 
the appearance of high blood 
sugar levels during pregnancy. 
Women who have never before 
been diagnosed with diabetes 
can experience elevated sugar 
levels while carrying a child. 
A 2014 analysis by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention indicates the preva-
lence of gestational diabetes 

can be as high as nine percent 
among pregnant women in the 
United States.

Doctors are not completely 
certain why gestational dia-
betes occurs, but the National 
Institutes of Health notes that 
some doctors suspect preg-
nancy hormones produced in 
the placenta block naturally-
occurring insulin from work-
ing effectively. When this oc-
curs, glucose levels can spike. 
This problem is called insulin 
resistance, and women may 
need three times as much in-
sulin at this time. Blood sugar 
usually returns to normal after 
delivery, but treatment may be 
necessary during pregnancy.

Certain women are at a 
higher risk of developing ges-
tational diabetes than others. 
These include women older 
than 25 and those with a fam-
ily history of diabetes. Excess 
weight or diabetes during a 
previous pregnancy also in-

creases risk. Women who have 
delivered babies who weighed 
more than nine pounds also 
have an elevated chance of 
gestational diabetes.

Although many women de-
liver healthy babies while deal-
ing with gestational diabetes, 
poorly controlled gestational 
diabetes can hurt the unborn 
child. The American Diabetes 
Association says extra blood 
glucose goes through the pla-
centa, giving the baby high 
blood glucose levels and caus-
ing the baby’s pancreas to make 
extra insulin to get rid of the 
blood glucose. Since the baby 
is getting more energy than it 
needs to grow and develop, the 
extra energy is stored as fat. 
An overweight baby may have 
diffi culty exiting the birth ca-
nal, and a C-section may be 
necessary. Newborns with 
very low blood glucose levels at 
birth due to high insulin pro-
duction are at a greater risk for 

breathing problems. Some ba-
bies born to mothers with ges-
tational diabetes develop type 
2 diabetes later in life.

Gestational diabetes also 
can affect the mother, who is 
at greater risk for high blood 
pressure and preeclampsia, a 
serious complication of preg-
nancy. Risk of diabetes in sub-
sequent pregnancies or later 
in life also is greater among 
women who have had gesta-

tional diabetes.
Symptoms of gestational 

diabetes are not always no-
ticeable. Because gestational 
diabetes can occur midway 
through a pregnancy, women 
are usually advised to take an 
oral glucose tolerance test be-
tween the 24th and 28th week 
of pregnancy to screen for dia-
betes. If diabetes is detected, a 
strict diet that’s low in fat and 
sugar will be advised. 

A woman’s guide to 
gestational diabetes

Women can experience elevated sugar levels while carrying a child.
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The Stroke Center

D iabetes, a con-
dition of uncon-
trolled blood sugar 

or insulin production, 
can affect many areas of 
the body, including the 
mouth. Diabetics face a 
high risk of oral health 
problems because of fl uc-
tuating levels of blood 
sugar, which impairs 
white blood cells. White 
blood cells are the body’s 
main defense against dis-
ease and are dispatched 
when a virus or bacteria 
is present. Should white 
blood cells be rendered 
less effective, the body’s 
defense system is com-
promised and infections 
can occur in the mouth 
and elsewhere.

Those with diabetes 
may complain of cer-
tain oral symptoms. Un-
controlled diabetes can 

result in a decrease in 
saliva fl ow, which leads 
to dry mouth. Saliva is 
important to wash away 
bacteria in the mouth. 

The American Dia-
betes Association says 
that not only are people 
with diabetes more sus-
ceptible to serious gum 
disease, but serious gum 
disease may have the po-
tential to affect blood glu-
cose control and contrib-
ute to the progression of 
diabetes. Many people 
are unaware they have 
diabetes until an oral 
health exam raises a red 
fl ag that warns of uncon-
trolled blood sugar. 

It is vital for diabetics 
to maintain oral health 
to reduce the risk of in-
fections of the mouth 
that can spread else-
where throughout the 

Diabetes and 
dental health

D iabetes and its pre-
cursor is a major 
problem, both in 

the United States and 
across the globe. In 2015, 
a study published in the 
Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Association 
revealed that nearly 50 
percent of adults living 
in the United States have 
diabetes or prediabe-
tes, a condition marked 
by higher than normal 
blood glucose levels that 
are not yet high enough 
to be diagnosed as dia-
betes. Meanwhile, the 
World Health Organi-
zation reports that the 
global prevalence of dia-
betes fi gures to rise from 
eight percent in 2011 to 
10 percent by 2030.

Preventing diabetes 
should be a priority for 
men, women, and chil-
dren, but management 
must take precedence 
for the millions of people 
who have already been 
diagnosed with predia-
betes or diabetes. Ac-
cording to the American 
Heart Association, mak-
ing healthy food choices 
is an essential step in 

preventing or managing 
diabetes. Making those 
choices can be diffi cult 
for those people who have 
never before paid much 
attention to their diets, 
but the Association of-
fers the following advice 
to people dealing with 
prediabetes or diabetes:

Limit foods that 

may worsen your con-

dition. Some foods, in-
cluding fi ber-rich whole 
grains and fi sh like 
salmon that are high 
in omega-3 fatty acids, 
can help people with 
prediabetes or diabetes. 
But many more foods 
must be limited, if not 
largely ignored. Limit 
your consumption of 
sweets and added sug-
ars, which can be found 
in soda, candy, cakes, 
and jellies. 

Document your eat-

ing habits. The Associa-
tion recommends that 
people with prediabetes 
or diabetes maintain a 
food log to see how cer-
tain foods affect their 
blood glucose levels. 
Within 60 to 90 minutes 
of eating, check your 

blood glucose levels to 
see how your body reacts 
to the foods you eat. 

Plan your meals. 
Plan your meals in ad-
vance so your eating 
schedule is not erratic 
and your diet includes 
the right foods, and not 
just the most convenient 
foods. Bring lunch and 
a healthy snack to work 

with you each day rather 
than relying on fast food 
or other potentially un-
healthy options in the vi-
cinity of your offi ce.

Embrace alter-

native ingredients. 

Many dishes can be 
prepared with alterna-
tive ingredients that 
are diabetes-friendly. 
In fact, the Associa-

tion has compiled a 
collection of diabetes-
friendly recipes that 
can be accessed by vis-
iting www.heart.org.

A prediabetes or dia-
betes diagnosis requires 
change, but these condi-
tions can be managed 
without negatively af-
fecting patients’ quality 
of life.  

Managing prediabetes or diabetes

Bring lunch and a healthy 
snack to work.

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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D iabetes is a disorder 
in which the body can-
not properly store and 

use the energy found in food. 
To be more specifi c, diabetes 
compromises the body’s abil-
ity to use glucose. 

According to MediLexicon 
International, type 1 diabetes 
is an autoimmune disease in 
which the body wrongly iden-
tifi es and then attacks pancre-
atic cells, which causes little to 
no insulin production. Those 
with type 1 diabetes usually 
must rely on insulin shots to 
remain healthy.

Type 2 diabetes involves 
insulin resistance or insuffi -
cient insulin production and 
is the more common form of 
diabetes. The pancreas may 
still produce insulin, but not 
enough to meet the demands 
of the body. Insulin resistance 
occurs in some cases because 
a consistent high blood-glu-
cose level causes cells to be 
overexposed to insulin and 
then makes cells less respon-
sive or immune to its effects. 

Diabetes treatment can in-
clude a combination of strate-

gies, including the following 
nondrug remedies:

Diet
Diabetics can work with 

their doctors and nutritionists 
to come up with a diet that will 
be most effective. Some advo-
cate for eating foods that are 
low in carbohydrates or ones 
with a low glycemic index. 
Others say that it is more im-
portant to restrict caloric in-
take rather than sugar intake. 

Work with a professional to 
create a healthy diet and fol-
low it as closely as possible. 
Eat meals at the same time 
each day so you can better 
regulate blood-sugar spikes 
and lulls. Skipping meals may 
cause you to overeat later in 
the day, which can throw glu-
cose levels off-kilter.

Exercise
Many people with type 2 

diabetes are carrying around 
extra weight. Exercise can 
help them shed pounds and 
maintain healthier weights.

But exercise does more 
than just help you lose weight. 

The Joslin Diabetes Center 
says strength training exer-
cises are an important com-
ponent of workouts. By main-
taining lean muscle mass, you 
can get rid of a larger amount 
of glucose in the bloodstream, 
thus helping manage diabetes 
in the process. Get at least 20 
to 30 minutes of moderate ac-
tivity several days per week.

Supplementation 
Some people fi nd that cer-

tain natural ingredients can 
help regulate blood-sugar lev-
els. For example, pure, organic 
apple cider vinegar taken over 
time can help people with di-
abetes manage their blood-
sugar levels more effectively.

A small amount of cinna-
mon per day may be able to 
reduce fasting glucose levels 
by anywhere from 18 to 29 per-
cent, according to  a study in 
the Journal of Agricultural 
and Food Chemistry.

Always speak with a doctor 
before trying any home reme-
dies to treat diabetes or explor-
ing any alternatives to tradi-
tional diabetes treatments.  

Lower blood-sugar levels without meds

Diabetics can try a number of home remedies to lower their blood-sugar 
level.
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November 14 is World Diabe-
tes Day, an event created to 
raise awareness of the grow-
ing prevalence of diabetes 
worldwide. More than 29 
million people in the United 
States have diabetes, and the 
rate of the disease’s growth 
is faster in the New York City 
area than anywhere else in the 
country. Left untreated, diabe-
tes can lead to long-term com-
plications like kidney failure, 
heart disease, vision loss, os-
teoporosis and nerve damage 
that may require limb ampu-
tation. However, with the help 
of education, medical care and 
attentiveness, the disease can 
be managed.

Diabetes is a condition 
that prevents the body from 
producing enough insulin, a 
hormone that allows the body 
to absorb the sugars (glucose) 
that cells need for energy. 
When the glucose is not ab-
sorbed, it stays in the blood-
stream, leading to high blood 
sugar. Persistently high blood 
sugar can damage nerves, 
blood vessels and organs. 

There are two main types 
of diabetes. Type 1 occurs 

when the body produces little 
or no insulin and is most fre-
quently diagnosed in children 
and young adults. Type 2, 
which accounts for 95 percent 
of diabetes cases in the U.S., 
occurs when the body lowers 
insulin production or devel-
ops insulin resistance over 
time. Although genetics play 
a role, the biggest risk factor 
for developing type 2 diabe-
tes is carrying excess weight, 
which is linked to increased 
insulin resistance. More than 

90 percent of people with type 
2 diabetes are overweight or 
obese. Symptoms of both types 
of diabetes include excessive 
thirst or hunger, blurry vi-
sion, frequent urination and 
fatigue. People who experi-
ence these symptoms should 
consult a physician to find out 
whether they have the disease 
so a plan of treatment can be 
developed.

“Adhering to the kind of 
precise regimen that treating 
diabetes requires may be chal-

lenging.” said Edmund Gieg-
erich, M.D., chief of endocri-
nology at New York Methodist 
Hospital (NYM) and medical 
director of the Hospital’s Dia-
betes Education and Resource 
Center.  “For some, a change in 
eating and exercise habits will 
be required to achieve control 
over diabetes. Others may also 
need regular injections of in-
sulin to control their blood 
sugar. We know from experi-
ence that, if patients are mo-
tivated, they can successfully 
manage their diabetes.”

A diet rich in fruits, veg-
etables, lean protein and fiber 
can help regulate weight and 
glucose levels. Keeping cho-
lesterol in check is also im-
portant for people with diabe-
tes, as they are already at high 
risk for heart disease. Satu-
rated and trans fats should be 
avoided, but foods containing 
monounsaturated and poly-
unsaturated fats, such as avo-
cados, almonds and olive oil, 
can help keep cholesterol un-
der control when consumed in 
moderation.

Aerobic exercise is also 
a necessary tool for fighting 

diabetes, as it helps with the 
body’s insulin processing and 
improves heart health. The 
American Diabetes Associa-
tion recommends half an hour 
of aerobic exercise five times a 
week. Swimming, brisk walk-
ing, dancing, cycling and 
hiking are all low-impact ex-
ercises that are effective in 
diabetes management.

New York Methodist Hospital 
will host a health fair to mark 
World Diabetes Day on Tuesday, 
November 15 from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. in the Hospital’s Car-
rington Pavilion Atrium, located 
at 506 Sixth Street, Park Slope, 
Brooklyn. The event will feature 
free blood pressure screenings, 
free dental screenings and free 
podiatry evaluations. Diabe-
tes educators, pharmacists and 
registered dieticians will also be 
available to answer questions. 
Call 718.780.5367 for more infor-
mation. 

Patients interested in find-
ing a physician affiliated with 
the Hospital’s Institute for Dia-
betes and Other Endocrine Dis-
orders may call 866.4GLAND2 
(866.445.2632).
— New York Methodist Hospital
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B3, B44, 
B36

3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)
Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 2 pm

718.769.2521  www.HQBK.com
QTrain:

ARE YOU INJURED?
We combine the latest treatment techniques 
with traditional modalities to help patients 
recover faster.

CONDITIONS
WE TREAT INCLUDE:

  & Whiplash

  Syndrome

   Rehabilitation

SUFFERING FROM TEXT NECK?
NEW

Would your friends say you are addicted to your phone?  Are you constantly texting, checking your emails, 
or updating your social media status?  Well, if any of the above applies, you may be suffering for the newly 
diagnosed “Tech Neck”.  This term describes injuries and pain resulting from too much time spent looking 
down at wireless devices.  In turn this can lead to headaches, upper back and neck pain, shoulder pain 
or even arm pain.

You may not realize this fact but every time you look down to text or check your phone (most commonly at  
60 degree angle), this is essentially the equivalent of adding 60 lbs. or over four bowling balls worth 
of stress to the back of your neck.  Statistics currently state that the average adult spends approximately 
3.6 hours daily (that’s 1300 hours per year) on their mobile devices.  That number grows to over 5000 
hours yearly if you’re a high school student.  

Present studies state that 80% of the US population will experience posture related pain in their life.  This 
may lead to fl attening of the upper spine, joint damage, ligament laxity, and even potentially cause your 
lungs to take in up to 30% less oxygen as a result of compression from the poor posture.

If you are experiencing any of the above symptoms or have other musculoskeletal pains or concerns please 
contact our offi ce for a consultation to discuss all of our safe, effective pain management options.
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Meet Kathleen the last Wednesday of every month 
for your personal reading at

                                      7717 3rd 

You can also host your own party

Question About Love? Family? Career?

KATHLEEN AVINO

About Me About My Readings

Located in Brooklyn 516-225-8054 
 EMAIL 

FOCUS ON HEALTH

Diabetic vision changes
D iabetes affects 23.6 million people 

in the United States and close to 
three million people in Canada. 

While diabetes can be accompanied by 
many different symptoms, some peo-
ple are surprised to learn that diabetes 
can affect the eyes and vision.

Changes in vision are sometimes 
the earliest warning signs of the pres-
ence of diabetes or prediabetes. Di-
abetic eye disease is its own stand-
alone condition, and the National Eye 
Institute points out that diabetic eye 
disease comprises a group of eye con-
ditions that affect people with diabe-
tes. These may include retinopathy, 
macular edema, cataracts, and glau-
coma. All forms of eye disease can po-
tentially cause severe vision loss or 
blindness.

Those with diabetes also can expe-
rience xanthelasma, or yellowish col-
lections of cholesterol around the eye 
area. What’s more, diabetes can put 
individuals at risk of developing con-
junctival bacterial infections (pink 
eye), as well as corneal erosions, cor-
neal defects, and subsequent dry eyes.

According to the American Dia-
betes Association, people with diabe-
tes are at a 40-percent greater risk of 
suffering from glaucoma than people 
without diabetes. The longer someone 

has had diabetes, the more common 
glaucoma is. Diabetics also are 60 per-
cent more likely to develop cataracts. 
Vision checkups and care are an im-
portant part of living with diabetes.

Routine eye examinations can head 
off potential vision problems and have 
been known to alert doctors to the 
presence of diabetes before patients 
know they have it. During a compre-
hensive dilated eye exam, eye doctors 
will examine all areas of the eye to 
check for illness. Pressure on the eye 
will be tested, as glaucoma can cause 
elevated pressure. The doctor also will 
check for any clouding of the eye lens.

When an eye is dilated, doctors 
can examine the retina at the rear of 
the eye. Points that will be checked in-
clude:

• Changes to blood vessels, includ-
ing any leaking blood vessels or fatty 
deposits

• Swelling of the macula
• Damage to nerve tissue
• Health of the retina, and whether 

there are any tears or detachments
While many of the vision loss prob-

lems associated with diabetes are irre-
versible, early detection and treatment 
can reduce the risk of blindness by 95 
percent, advises the National Eye In-
stitute. 

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Visit our state-of-the-art facility located at 2025 Kings Hwy www.brightoneye.com
Most insurances accepted

TAKING CARE OF BROOKLYN’S EYES FOR OVER 27 YEARS

A D V E R T O R I A L

BRIGHTON EYE
718-339-6868

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
IF YOU HAVE DIABETES!!

FACTS: 

WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT IT:

DIABETIC PATIENTS MUST WATCH: 

(frequent visits to your medical doctor)

(with diet and medication if necessary)

Millie R. Fell, MD, FACS
Clinical Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology at NYU
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HARBOR WATCH
Chief Warrant Offi cer 5 Jer-
main C. Williamson is a 
marine deck offi cer in the 
Army.

He serves as the chief of 
the Maritime Training Divi-
sion, Maritime Intermodal 
Training Department at 
the Army Transportation 
School at Joint Base Lang-
ley-Eustis, Va.

Williamson grew up in 
Portsmouth, Va., and is the 
son of a Navy veteran. He 
graduated from I.C. Norcom 
High School and attended 
Old Dominion University in 
Norfolk for almost two years 
before deciding to join the 
Army.

The 25-year career sol-
dier said he has been blessed 
with a number of great as-
signments during his time 
in the Army.

“My career started in 1991 
as Pvt. Williamson at Fort 
Story, Va., with the 309th 
Transportation Company. 
I joined the warrant offi cer 
corps in 1999, and I have had 
a number of challenging as-
signments as a warrant offi -
cer since then,” he said.

Williamson has been de-
ployed in many leadership 
positions, including com-
manding the 411th Transpor-
tation Detachment in Kuwait 

and serving as operations of-
fi cer for the 7th Transporta-
tion Brigade Expeditionary 
Staff in Iraq. He was the fi rst 
African American in his job 
fi eld to be promoted to chief 
warrant offi cer 5, the high-
est warrant rank.

Aside from serving as an 
inspiration for his soldiers, 
Williamson’s career choice 
made an impression on 
his two daughters, who to-
day are both serving in the 
Army.

“A couple of my fondest 
memories were when my 
youngest daughter, a second 
lieutenant, administered 
the oath of offi ce when I was 
promoted to chief warrant 
offi cer 5 and when I had the 
honor of administering the 
oath of enlistment to my old-
est daughter when she joined 
the Army Reserve,” he said.

Harbor Watch: What is 
your hometown? 

Jermain Williamson: 
Portsmouth, Va.

HW: What is your favor-
ite thing about your home-
town? 

JC: It is a historic mili-
tary city with a great ath-
letic heritage.

HW: What is the least 
favorite thing about your 
hometown? 

HARBOR WATCH
Immediately following the 
2009 and 2014 shootings at 
Fort Hood, Texas, the Army’s 
virtual health care was there, 
linking the survivors with be-
havioral health care provid-
ers “from Hawaii, D.C. and 
San Antonio,” said Dr. Colleen 
Rye.

Virtual health, also 
called telemedicine, is cur-
rently being used across 
18 time zones and 30 coun-
tries, supporting more than 
20 clinical specialties, she 
said. Ryes is chief of Army 
Virtual Health, Office of 
the Army Surgeon General, 
and spoke at an Association 
of the United States Army 
Medical Readiness panel on 
Sept. 22. 

A virtual health pilot is 
now underway in U.S. Africa 
Command, where “tyranny 
of distance” means that the 
only medical service provid-
ers available on site are the 
medics and telemedicine, she 
said.

Another virtual health pi-
lot is being conducted with 
Special Forces, she said.

What is it? 
In the example of Spe-

cial Forces, telehealth takes 
the form of a James Bond-
type suitcase, which is filled 
with medical gadgetry in-
stead of spy gear designed 
by Q. Open it and “out pops 
a tablet computer, a device 
to connect to satellites, and 
a whole array of peripherals, 
from otoscopes and stetho-
scopes to ultrasound cam-
eras and ophthalmoscopes,” 
Rye said.

With this equipment, 
health specialists can liter-
ally, “hear your heartbeat 
from 3,000 miles away,” Rye 
said.

In other words, a medic 
could connect a patient at the 
point of injury to a specialist 
in another apart of the world, 
who could then provide the 

medic with detailed instruc-
tions on how to save the sol-
dier’s life. The specialist at the 
other end could be a hematolo-
gist, orthopedist, pulmonolo-
gist, or cardiologist, whatever 
kind is needed.

Why is it important? 
Future combat will prob-

ably not look like it does in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, Rye 
said. Rather, the battlespace 
may be contested to such a 
degree that medevacs may 
be impossible and fi eld hos-
pitals, much less forward op-
erating bases, may not be lo-
cated nearby.

“[The] virtual hand will be 
reaching out, guiding medics 
through what they need right 
at the point of injury,” she 
said.

What’s next? 
Army medicine is currently 

building a global teleconsulta-
tion portal to provide virtual 
care through a vast network of 
health service providers. 

“The sun will never set on 
us” when it comes to provid-
ing care virtually anywhere 
and at any time, Rye said.

The Navy was thrilled by 
the potential of the Army’s 
virtual health system, Rye 
said. They’re now paying the 
Army to build identical sys-
tems on 67 Navy ships.

All of the new gadgetry was 
produced in Army laborato-
ries, Rye concluded. Civilian 
medical facilities around the 
world are now using Army-
produced technology, from 
telestroke to remote health 
monitoring.

VIRTUAL MEDICINE: In a demonstration of the Telehealth Process at 
Fort Campbell’s Blanchfi eld Army Community Hospital, Lt. Max Mamula, 
clinical staff nurse, examines patient Master Sgt. Jason Alexander using 
a digital external ocular camera.  David E. Gillespie

FATHER AND DAUGHTER SERVE: Chief Warrant Offi cer 5 Jermain Wil-
liamson receives the Oath of Offi ce by his youngest daughter, 2nd Lt. 
Jazmyne Williamson, during his promotion ceremony.  Rodney E Speed

Dad and daughters 
share experiences

Continued on page 40

Virtual health is now
U.S. Army able to care for soldiers remotely
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HARBOR WATCH
Hearing her father tell sto-
ries about his adventures as a 
C-130J pilot in the Italian Air 
Force is what made one air-
traffi c controller dream of fol-
lowing in his footsteps.

Airman 1st Class Giorgia 
Repici grew up in an Italian 
military family. She dreamed 
of becoming a pilot until she 
was told she was one centime-
ter too short.

Her determination and de-
sire to be in the Air Force, how-
ever, couldn’t be squelched. 
She enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force at age 20, receiving her 
fi rst-choice job assignment as 
an air-traffi c controller. Today 
she works in Vance Air Force 
Base’s Radar Approach Con-
trol Facility.

“It was the closest thing to 
being a pilot. There is this bond 
between controllers and pi-
lots,” Repici said. “You cannot 
have a pilot without a control-
ler and you cannot have a con-
troller without a pilot.

“I love my job,” she con-
tinued. “You have to learn to 
be humble in this job, keep-
ing your focus on the mission 
and people, and doing the job 
safely.” 

Repici is not a stranger 
to Vance AFB, although she 
doesn’t remember her fi rst time 
here. Her parents, Vincenzo Re-
pici and Anna Domenici, both 
from Italy, came to the U.S. 
20 years ago. Her father went 
through Joint Specialized Un-
dergraduate Pilot training at 
Vance AFB to become a pilot in 
the Italian Air Force.

They planned to hold off 
starting their new family until 
after graduation, but Repici de-
cided to give them a head start 
and was born on Dec. 24, 1995, 
in Integris Bass Baptist Health 
Center in Enid — Vance’s 
neighboring community. The 
nursery was her fi rst taste of 
American life.

She recalled her moth-

er’s stories from her time at 
Vance AFB. When Repici was 
only 5 months old, her mother 
took her up in the old control 
tower to watch her father take 
his fi rst solo fl ight in a T-38 
Talon.

A month later, she and her 
family moved back to Rome.

They returned to the U.S. 11 
years later when her father was 
assigned as a NATO instructor 
pilot at Sheppard AFB, Texas, 
teaching student pilots to fl y 
the Cessna T-37 Tweet and the 
T-6 Texan.

“When we came back from 
Italy to the States, I was about 
to go into seventh grade. I didn’t 
know how to speak English. I 
only knew colors and numbers 
up to 20, my name, and what 
time it is,” Repici said.

She and her brother went 
to a camp on Sheppard AFB to 
help integrate them with the 
base and to learn the English 
language before school started. 

“My brother and I would 

walk around with little strips 
that said, ‘Can I call home?’ 
with the phone number next to 
it; ‘I’m hungry,’ with little pic-
tures of food; or ‘I have to go to 
the bathroom,’ with pictures 
showing what I was asking,” 
Repici said.

Learning a new language 
was tough, but she absorbed vo-
cabulary quickly. She decided 
to get involved in school pro-
grams. She joined school clubs 
and was on the varsity soccer 
team. Halfway through her 
junior year her family moved 
back to Italy where she had to 
start over again and face an-
other stumbling block.

“It was diffi cult because they 
don’t recognize your American 
credits in Italian schools,” Re-
pici said. “In the middle of year, 
they wanted me to do all these 
tests to see which level I was 
in and my knowledge of Ital-
ian history, something I hadn’t 
studied in the U.S.” 

Her parents sent her to 

Marymount International 
School of Rome where she was 
enrolled in an international 
baccalaureate program. This 
worldwide program is taught 
in international schools to chil-
dren of politicians, ambassa-
dors, and military members. 
They teach the same curricu-
lum everywhere so no one falls 
behind.

Repici remained focused 
and motivated on getting an ed-
ucation. After graduating, she 
pursued an international eco-
nomic relations degree at La 
Sapienza, an Italian university 
in Rome.

“I liked it. It made you un-
derstand the news a lot better, 
but it wasn’t something that 
was hands on. It was a lot of pol-
itics, a lot of law and econom-
ics. I wanted to do something 
more hands-on, something that 
I could study and then apply af-
terward.”

Repici wasn’t ready to leave 
her family. She continued her 

studies in Rome for a year. 
Then she realized that it wasn’t 
the best fi t for her. She watched 
her friends receive advanced 
degrees but there was a lack of 
job opportunities there.

After a year of deep soul 
searching, she said she was 
ready to start her own life away 
from home and pursue a mili-
tary career, something she 
hoped would give her structure 
and discipline.

“I decided to join the mili-
tary not only to be taught a job 
but also so I could travel just 
like I was used to doing when 
I was with my parents,” Re-
pici said. “I like the military 
lifestyle as far as moving from 
place to place and always hav-
ing the opportunity to meet 
new people.” 

Although being at Vance 
AFB, more than 5,000 miles 
away from her family, has been 
diffi cult for Repici, she said you 
are never by yourself in the Air 
Force. 

“You are always surrounded 
by other Airmen in the same 
circumstances,” she said.

Like many who face obsta-
cles, Repici never let them stop 
her.

She currently speaks three 
languages: Italian, English and 
Spanish. She would like to use 
her language gift in the mili-
tary.

With a distinct accent, Re-
pici talks about her love for the 
American culture and the men-
tality she encountered while 
her father was stationed at 
Sheppard AFB. That love was 
what prompted her to join the 
U.S. military.

“In the Air Force, moving 
from place to place gives you 
an opportunity to start over ev-
ery time so that you can better 
yourself,” Repici said. “It gives 
you one more try to make a 
fi rst impression and make new 
friends from all over the world. 
I think it is an amazing oppor-
tunity.”

DREAM COME TRUE: Airman fi rst class Giorgia Repici is an air-traffi c controller at Vance Air Force Base in 
Oklahoma.  Tch Sgt. Nancy Falcon

Now she’s watching the skies
Airman with dreams of fl ying fi nds perfect job as air-traffi c controller

JC: Relatively small city 
with big-city crime. 

HW: As a kid, what did 
you want to be when you grew 
up? 

JC: My initial goal was to 
be a lawyer when I grew up.

HW: What were your 

childhood hobbies? 
JC: Sports. I participated 

in football, baseball, and bas-
ketball.

HW: What are your cur-
rent hobbies? 

JC: Weight training.
HW: What motivated you 

to join the Army? 
JC: To serve my country 

and provide a better life for 
my family.

HW: What’s your favor-
ite line from your favorite 
movie?

JC: “The force is strong 
with this one” from the origi-
nal Star Wars movie.

HW: What do you consider 
as your strongest personal 
strength? 

JC: My Christian faith.
HW: What challenges have 

you faced in the military? 

JC: The normal soldier 
challenges of deployments, 
peer pressure, and remem-
bering you are a soldier 24-7.

HW: What do you consider 
your most signifi cant achieve-
ments in the Army? 

JC: Being assigned as the 
fi rst Transportation Corps 
warrant offi cer to teach at the 
Warrant Offi cer Career Col-
lege at Fort Rucker, Ala., and 

my promotion to chief war-
rant offi cer 5.

HW: What are the keys to 
leadership? 

JC: Having excellent inter-
personal skills.

HW: What do you consider 
to be the most important 
Army value? 

JC: I believe they are all 
interconnected and equally 
important.

Continued from cover

DISPLAY
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Drag queens perform 
‘Mozart in Space’

Space
opera

ByBy A Alelexaxandndrara S Simimonon
hey’ll hhave e a fafaf bubulolousus f flilighght!t!

Ann operara ccomompap nyny wwililll blblasast t ofoff f onon
Hallowween,n, ssenne didingng aa cchohoirir o of f peperfrfecectltly y cocoififfefefed d 

drag queens ininto outer spap ce in seeararchch oof f exextrtrataterer--
restrial geniuus Wolfgang Amaded us Mozozara t. TThehe scici-f-fi i
spin on the famous composer’s historory y in ““QuQueeeenss
of the Night:: Mozaz rt in Sppace,” whwhich h wiwill hhavave two
performancees at National Sawdud st on n Oct. 31, wwill 
make a glammorous altere native to otheh r spspooky shows
happening thhat night, said one of f its crcreaatot rss.

“It’t s gogoininng g toto bbe e fuun n annd d fafabubulolousus,”,” s saiaid d EtEthahan n
HeHearard,d, tthehe ccco-arartitiststicic d dirirecectotor r ofof H Heaeartrtr bebeatat O Opeperara. . 
“W“We’e’rere llififtitinnngng o offffff a andndn  h heaeadidingngg t to o ththe e ououteter r spspacaca e e onono  
a a mimissssioion,n, a annndndnd w we’e’llll b bbe e enencocoununteteririringng a alillienens s frfrromomom d ddififf--
fefererentnt p plalanenettss.”.”

DuDuriringng t thhhehe h hhouour-r-lolongng p pererfoformrmanancece, , sisingnggerere s,s,s  d ddananc-c-
erers,s  aandnd i insnsnsnnsnsnsnnsnsnsnsnnnnnnnnnn tttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrt uuumumu enentataliliststts s wiwiilllll  p ppererfoformrm e excxccererptpts s frfromom 
seseveraal ofofofofofffffoffffffo   MMMMozozarart’t’s s opopererasas, asas t thehey y trtravavelel t thohougugh h ththe e 
stars loookokokokokokokokokkokokokkoking gg fofor r ththe e sosoururcec  ooff ththe e AuAuststririanan ccomompoposeer’r’ss
gegeggggggggg niiusususssssssusus. .. Thhe e ccocombbinattion ofof eelalaboboraratete oututfiitst  andnd ariass
wwwwiwwiwww lllllll a aaaaaaaaaaaaapppp eae l too mmany diifff erent auudid enncec s, said HeH arrd.d

“““““““I“““““I““ t wiw ll haavave the costume feel of Hallowweee n — it’s
dededddededededdeedeededeeded fiffiff nin teely gooing tto fef el like a costume paartr y,” he said.
““M“MMMM“M“MMMMMMMozozarart t reaalllyy hass his mussicc everywhere, aandn  it’s
a a ccchcchccccchc anancecec  f fororr p peooplple e toto eexperieiencnce e tuunen s s theye  ddidn’n t
knknoooowowowooooooo  ttthehehey y kkknknewew. . DrDragag m makaka eses iit t a a fafabubulolousu  pparartyty, , 
whwherererererrrerererre e yoyoyou u u cacacaaan’n’t t hehelplpp b butut h havave e a a gogoodod t timime.e.” ” 

TTTThhThT ererre e isisi  a aaaa nn natataturururalalal c cconononnenenectctctioioion n n bebebetwtwtweeeeeen nn drdrdragagag p pperererfofofor-r-r-
mamannnnncncnnn e e anand d ooopoperera,a,a  s saiaia d d d HeHearard.d.  

““““““O“O“““ peperara i isss s rerealallyly o onene o of f ththe e momostst e expxpreressssivive e arart t 
fofoooooooooooormrmrmrmrmrrmrmrms,s,” ” hehe s sssaiaid.d. “ “YoYou u rerealallyly h havave e toto d digig d deeeep p anand d 
mamakekeeeeee aaa a aa aa h huguge e imimprpresessisionon a andnd t thahat t rerealallyly r rememinindsds m me e ofof 
whwhatat a aaaa  ddd  rarag g pppeperfrforormemer r dodoeses — — t thehey y kikindnd o of f exexagaggegeraratete 
theieir r eeeeexexexpeperirieenncece.”.”

BuBuBuuuuuuuut t t thththe e e alaallieiensnsns i inn “Q“QQueueu enens s ofofo  t thehee N Nigigghtht” ” wiwiillllll v varary y 
frromommmmmmmmmm b bbotototh h h ththhhe e e opoperere ataticicc t traradidid tititiononn o oof ff a a “p“p“pananantststs r rrololole”e”e” a aandndnd 
frfrfffrfff ooooomomomoo  t thehe t ttraradddididitititionononalalal l l lipipip-s-s-synynyncicicingngng d d drararag g g shshshowowow..

“W“We’e’rere g goooioingng t to o bebe p plalayiyingng w witith h ththosose e trtradadititioionsns 
——— —— — ouour r dedefifininiititionon o of f drdragag iis s aa lilittt lele bbitit m morore e exexpapansnsivive e
ththhththhhththtthttthttt anan m menen i in n blblonondee wigigs annd heells s immpepersono ata ing g a
wwowowwwwwww maman,n,” ” sasaiidd HHeaeardrd.. “W“We’e’rere iintntereresesteted d inin e expxplolodidingng
thhhthhhhhhtthatatatattatatataaatat g genendeder r bbbibinanaryry a andnd l letettitingng e eacach h peperfrforormemer r bebe a anyny
kindnddddd o o f f ququeeeerrr.r.” ” 

DDDDuDuDuuuuuuuuuuuririringnggggg t thhhehee s shohow,w, t thehe a alilienen p ppererfoformrmerers s wiwiwillllll s strtrutut  
doowwnwnwwnwww  a aaaaaaaaa rrrrr rrununununununununnnwwwwawaay y inintoto t t thehehe a a audududieieiencncnce,e,e, a a andndnd s s somomome ee mememembmbmbererersss
mmmmmmmammmmammayy y fififindndnd t tthheeemsmsmselelelvevev ss s thththe e obobjejectct oof ff ququeenlnly attentioi n.

“TThere arre going to bebe a a couplle e of surrprises snuck 
inin,” saiid d Heaaarrd. “And onoo e of ourur aalil ene s mam y y y nonoot t bebbe
too o hah pppy.y.””

“Q“Q“QQueueueueenenens ss ooofofof ttthehehe NN Nigigigghththth : ::: MoMoMoMozazazartrtrt i in nn SpSpSpacacace”e”e” a a at tt NaNaNaN tititionononalalal 
SaSSaawdwdwdw usususst t tt [8[8[8[80000000 00 N.N.N. S S SSixixixixththth S S St.t.t. b b betetettwewewew enenene  W W WWytytyty hehehehe a aa andndndd K K Kenenentt t 
avavavavenenenenueueueu s s s inininn W W WWWWWWilililillilililiamamamsbsbsburururg,g,g, ( ( (64646446)6)6)) 7 7 7797979–8–8–84545455,5,5, w w wwwwwww.n.n.natatatioioion-n-n-
alalalsasasawdwdwdw usususust.t.t.orororrgggg]g]g]g]. . . OcOcOct.t.t. 3 3 31 1 1 atatat 77 7 7 p p pm m m ananand d d d 101010 p p pm.m.m. $ $ $252525–$–$–$505050...

Space oddities: The extravagant sci-fi opera 
performance “Queens of the Night: Mozart in 
Space,” happening on Halloween night, will feel 
like a costume party, say organizers.   Carlos David
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By Lauren Gill

Call the borough Spook-lyn! 
Halloween events are stalk-

ing the streets of Brooklyn 
this weekend, and there is an option 
for every boy and ghoul, whether 
they want terrifying ghosts and gob-
lins or family-friendly costumes and 
candy. Fear not, for we have rounded 
up some of the best celebrations for 
your All Hallow’s Eve. 

Coney Island creepy 
Skip the usual haunted house in 

favor of the patriotic poltergeists of 
“Dirty Works at the Wax Works.” 
This play from Coney Island’s unof-
ficial mayor, Dick Zigun, takes 
sideshow to the next level, creating 
an immersive experience narrated 
by the night watchman of the Coney 
Island Presidential Wax Works. The 
wild night includes an axe-wielding 
Abraham Lincoln, a shooting gal-
lery re-enactment of the Kennedy 
assassination, and zombies eating 
Nixon’s brain! 

Sideshows by the Seashore [1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159, www.coneyis-
land.com]. Oct. 28–29 at 8 pm and 10 
pm; Oct. 30 at 6 pm; Oct. 31 at 8 pm 
and 10 pm. $15. 

Out of the vault
Dress as a Beast or a Beauty for 

the Disney Halloween Ball, where 
cover band the Little Mermen, which 
plays rockified versions of songs 
from Disney films, will provide the 
soundtrack for a grown-up evening 
of dancing, a photo booth, special 
Disney-themed cocktails, and a cos-
tume contest.

The Hall at MP (470 Driggs Ave. 
between N. 10th and N. 11th streets in 
Williamsburg, www.thehallbrooklyn.
com). Oct. 28 at 10:30 pm. $15 ($30 
VIP).

Film fright
Peek between your fingers at the 

extremely creepy 1925 version of 
“Phantom of the Opera” on 16mm 
film, while quartet the Underworld 
Oscillator Corporation provides a 
live score.

Morbid Anatomy Museum (424 
Third Ave. at Seventh St. in Gowanus, 
www.morbidanatomymuseum.com). 
Oct. 28 at 7 pm. $12. 

Cinema sleepover
Spend the night quaking in fear 

at Nitehawk Cinema’s “Nite to 
Dismember: House of Horrors.” The 
festivities begin at midnight and con-
tinue until dawn, with screenings of 
classic films “The Exorcist,” “The 
Black Cat,” “The Legend of Hell 
House,” and “Night of the Demons,” 
as well as brand new horror flick 
“Under the Shadow.” Along with the 
freaky films, Nitehawk will host a 
costume contest, screen short hor-
ror films, give out gift bags, and 
serve a complimentary breakfast in 
the morning. 

Nitehawk Cinema (136 
Metropolitan Ave. at Berry St. in 
Williamsburg, www.nitehawkcinema.
com). Oct. 29 at 11:45 pm. $60. 

Monstrous mash-up
During the “Devil’s Night Cover 

Band Fear Fest,” Brooklyn bands 
will dress up as other acts. Featuring 
Safety as the Smashing Pumpkins, 
Harborland as Brand New, Chiv 
Culture as A Tribe Called Quest, 
and many more. 

Brooklyn Bazaar (150 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Greenpoint, www.
bkbazaar.com). Oct. 29, 7 pm–mid-
night. $5. 

Beastly!
The Boo at the Zoo Halloween 

extravaganza at the Prospect Park 
Zoo will last all weekend, with a 
costumed character scavenger hunt, 
a costume parade, dance party, and 
face painting for those not already 
dressed up. And older kids can test 
their nerves in the “Spooky Barn,” 
which include a wildlife show full of 
creepy creatures. 

Prospect Park Zoo (450 Flatbush 
Ave. at East Drive in Prospect Park, 
www.prospectparkzoo.com). Oct. 
29–30, 11 am–4 pm. $8 (kids $5).

Trek or treat
Park Slopers and their young-

sters will don their best costumes 
for the Park Slope Civic Council’s 
Halloween parade. A neighborhood 
staple since 1986, this year’s celebra-
tion is titled “Daring Duos, Thrilling 
Trios, and Superb Heroes.” The 
procession will make its way from 
Seventh Avenue and 14th street to 
the Old Stone House at Washington 
Park for a post-parade dance party. 

(Seventh Avenue and 14th Street 
in Park Slope, www.parkslopecivic-
council.org). Oct. 31 at 6:30 pm. 
Free.

Scareoke!
Sing your scares out at the 

“Rocky Horror Picture Show” live 
karaoke performance on Halloween 
night. You have two chances to belt 
out “Sweet Transvestite” or “Let’s 
Do the Time Warp Again” in front 
of live band the Occasionalists.

Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.com]. 
Oct. 31 at 8 pm and 10 pm. $7 ($5 in 
advance).

By Caroline Spivack

You’ll want to catch 
this purr-formance!

A new mews-
ical about two sisters train-
ing their cat for a spot in 
the illustrious Moscow Cat 
Circus will pounce into 
Williamsburg next week. 
The creator of “Vera & Valya 
& The Magical One Cat 
Circus,” opening at Standard 
ToyKraft on Nov. 3, says the 
show has enough plot twists 
and extra elements that it may 
leave the audience cat-atonic.

“It’s really delightful. It’s 
got a little bit of everything, 
music, dancing, good jokes, 
bad jokes, really bizarre irony, 
and full on slapstick tum-
bling,” said Nadja Leonhard-
Hooper, who wrote, directs, 
and acts in the show. “And 
in the middle of all this are 
these two very strange, lov-
able Russian women doing 
stand up comedy in the mid-
dle of a folk tale.”

The play centers on Vera 
and Valya, two cat-training 
sisters in rural Russia who 
audition their kitty Skazka 
— who looks like a nor-
mal human man — for the 
Moscow cat circus. But the 
circus director is a detective 
is disguise, who accuses the 
sisters of kidnapping a young 
boy and raising him to act 
like a feline.

The sisters strive to keep 
their unusual family together 
with a series of shenanigans, 
even as the real ringleader 
of the cat circus appears 
at their door. The bizarre 
string of events has its roots 
in Russian fairy tales, said 
Leonhard-Hooper.

“The Russian fairy tales 
inspired the show because 
the inconceivable happens 
all the time,” said Leonhard-

Hooper. “There’s no sense 
of what someone ultimately 
is. A character could trans-
form into different animals, 
or die and get pieced back 
into something else. There’s 
just a sense that people aren’t 
so worried about what people 
are in these fairy tales, and to 
me, there’s something really 
lovely in that.”

Leonhard-Hooper strove 
to mirror the wild story tell-
ing conventions of those tales 
while crafting her whimsical 
story. 

“They are these really 
fantastic journeys that keep 
growing to the point where 
you forget what story you’re 
in,” she said. “It’s like you’re 
watching someone riding a 
horse through four differ-
ent stories and you’re barely 
hanging on and keeping up. 
So like the Russian fairy 
tales, our production is a 
weird mash-up.” 

The show features a live 
accordion player, who riffs 
on folk tunes and folk-pop 
mash-ups for the musical 
numbers. 

Standard ToyKraft’s 
third-floor space is a perfect 
locale for the performance, 
said Leonhard-Hooper.

“It looks like what I pic-
ture the sisters’ insane set-up 
would be,” said Leonhard-
Hooper. “It has beautiful 
church pews and hanging 
lanterns. It just feels right for 
the energy of the show. It’s a 
good place to soak it all up.”

“Vera & Valya & The 
Magical One Cat Circus” 
at Standard ToyKraft [722 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Manhattan and Graham 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–3163, www.stan-
dardtoykraft.org]. Nov. 3–19, 
Thu–Sat at 8 pm. $15.

HALLOWEEKEND

Boo!: Kids can put on their scary faces during Boo at the Zoo, the Prospect Park Zoo’s 
annual Halloween event.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Cat’s out of the bag: A new musical play opening on Nov. 3 features 
sisters Vera (Sarah Traisman) and Valya (Nadja Leonhard-Hooper), 
who train their cat Skazka (Collin Knopp-Schwyn) for the Moscow Cat 
Circus.  Jonathan Slaff

Let me axe you something: A wax figure 
of Abraham Lincoln comes to life in “Dirty 
Night at the Wax Works,” playing in 
Coney Island through Halloween.
  Norman Blake

Kitty corner
Circus cat play features 
a human im-fur-sonator

A guide to Brooklyn’s fright nights!
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.comWe are on Delivery.com, seamless.com & grubhub.com

717 Kings Highway, 
Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 998-3750
Visit our website @ 

www.miragediner.com

Full Bar
on 

Premises

MIRAGE DINNER SPECIALS
NOT AVAILABLE FOR TAKEOUT

INCLUDES:
Soup Or Salad, Stuffed Cabbage, Chicken Liver,

Baked Clams, Stuffed Mushrooms, Chicken Fingers Or Buffalo Wings
Entree, Potato, Vegetable & Dessert (Cheesecake or Yogurt 1.50 Extra)

Cole Slaw, Pickles, Macaroni Salad Or Chick Peas
Assorted Bread Basket & Butter

$22.95
FISH & SEAFOOD

New! BROILED NORWEGIAN SALMON, Lightly Blackened
TILAPIA, Broiled & Seasoned

            RED SNAPPER, Broiled with Olive Oil & Lemon Sauce
                           ORANGE ROUGHY, Broiled, Cajun Style
                              BABY BLUE FISH, Broiled & Seasoned

BROILED STUFFED FILET,
with Crabmeat or Spinach & Feta (1 piece)

SEAFOOD AU GRATIN, Served over a Bed of Rice
STUFFED MUSHROOMS & STUFFED CLAMS, 

Served over a Bed of Rice or Potato & Vegetable
New! CHARCOAL BROILED TUNA STEAK, 

Served over Brown Rice,Topped with Onions & Mushrooms

POULTRY BEEF

PRIME FILET MIGNON (10 oz.), Served with Mushroom Caps & Onion Rings
BROILED CHOPPED STEAK, Served with Mushrooms & Onions

SAUTÉED CALVES LIVER, with Onions and/or Bacon
BROILED SIRLOIN STEAK (14 oz.), Broiled to Your Liking

CHICKEN PARMIGIANA, Served with Linguine or Fettuccini Alfredo
BROILED HALF CHICKEN, GREEK STYLE, 

Topped with Lemon, Oregano & Garlic
SAUTÉED CHICKEN SCAMPI, 

Served with Linguine or Potato & Vegetable
B.B.Q. CHICKEN & RIBS, 

Made on the Charcoal
BROILED SINGLE VEAL CHOP, 

Topped with Peppers & Onions
VEAL SORRENTINO, Topped with Fresh Tomato Sauce & Mozzarella Cheese

VEAL PARMIGIANA, Served with Linguine or Fettuccini Alfredo

PASTA SPECIALS

PENNE VODKA or PENNE with SUN-DRIED TOMATOES & BROCCOLI
ANGEL HAIR PRIMAVERA, with Broccoli, Carrots, Zucchini, Caulifl ower, 

Olive Oil & Garlic
BAKED ZITI, with a Fresh Tomato Sauce, Topped with Mozzarella

PENNE A LA MIRAGE, with Chicken Sausage & Broccoli
FETTUCCINE ALFREDO, with Nova Lox & Green Peas

  Free  Delivery 
Daily: 9AM-10PM
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Word’s pick: “The Queen of Katwe” 
by Tim Crothers

If you enjoy feel-good 
sports stories, “Queen of 
Katwe” by Tim Crothers 
should be your next pick! 
Recently adapted into a film 
from Disney, the story fol-
lows Phiona, a young girl 
from the slums of Uganda, 
who learns the game of 
chess and uses those les-
sons to overcome the 
struggles she was born 
into. Her journey to becoming a chess 
champion was very inspiring, and had me cheering for 
Phiona to the end.

— Karrie Ducusin, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Ballad of Peckham Rye” 
by Muriel Spark

Muriel Spark writes like 
she wants to get in trouble. 
Her vicious-edged wit is on 
display in “The Ballad of 
Peckham Rye,” a rich tab-
leau of mischief and may-
hem from which no char-
acter escapes unscathed. 
When the sinister Dougal 
Douglas arrives in 
Peckham promising sal-
vation from the every-
day, the quaint working-class town is 
thrown into chaos. Hearts are corrupted, marriages 
broken, and madmen are driven to murder — all the 
good things a Spark novel promises.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Ship of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea” 
by Gary Kinder

On Sept. 3, 1857, the ship 
Central America sank off the 
Carolina coast. Four hun-
dred passengers and 21 tons 
of California gold vanished 
into the sea. More than a 
century later, Tommy, a 
maverick engineer from 
Ohio, made it his mis-
sion to find the ship and 
recover its gold. Author 
Gary Kinder digs deep 
into the accounts of the Central 
America’s survivors and victims, and of those who 
worked close with Tommy, turning a journey of scien-
tific inquiry into a deeply personal read.

— Grace Ecton, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbook-
store.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Alexandra Simon

Call it “Boyz oN The Stage!”
A dance piece inspired by 

the film “Boyz N The Hood” 
will bound into the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music for five performances starting 
on Nov. 1. “Pavement” will feature six 
male dancers who do battle on a stage 
designed to look like a neighborhood 
basketball court —  but there are two 
women who will draw audience atten-
tion — one on stage and one off.

The show’s lone female dancer said 
that choreographer Kyle Abraham cre-
ated her role with a unique power that 
strays from the popular damsel-in-
distress narrative.

“I believe that the audience will 
view the only woman dancer as a 
source of strength,” said Tamisha Guy, 
who lives in East New York. “Kyle 
often mentions that the reason he chose 
to include only one female in the work 
is because in the film — within each 
major scene — only one woman was 
present. And she often adds a warmth, 
comforting, loving, and sometimes 
aggressive feel throughout the work.”

And on the show’s first night, it 
will be introduced by another woman: 
Guy’s childhood friend, supermodel 
Damaris Lewis. Lewis, who began her 
career in dance, said that she relates to 
Guy’s character in the dance.

“As the only female in the group — 
she carries the dance with all these men 
beside her and that speaks volumes 
about female power,” said Lewis. “It 
speaks to the times right now because 

we are used to being the only one in 
male spaces.”

During the hour-long performance, 
the male dancers use hypermascu-
line moves that draw on contemporary 
dance, hip-hop, and ballets, performed 
to blues and opera music.

Choreographer Kyle Abraham said 
he chose “Boyz N The Hood” as the 
inspiration for the piece because the 
film reminds him of his own life grow-
ing up in gang-ridden Pittsburgh.

“A lot of what came out of that 
film was centered around my middle 
school years. I lived in one gang’s area 
and went to school in another gang’s 
neighborhood,” said Abraham, found-

er of the dance company Abraham.
In.Motion.

The way the film tackles crime, 
police brutality, and gentrification mir-
rors the challenges affecting minority 
communities today, he said.

“That was part of my journey, and 
it’s such a powerful film — a time 
capsule for what’s happening in urban 
America,” he said. 

“Pavement” at BAM Fisher [321 
Ashland Pl. between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.org]. Nov. 
2–5 at 7:30 pm. $25. Special ben-
efit performance Nov. 1 at 7:30 pm, 
$75–$1,000.

By Caroline Spivack

Bay Ridge is bubbling over like 
a witch’s cauldron with things 
to do! A cider festival, cos-

tume parties, and a haunted stroll 
make for some lively nightlife, or if 
you will, fright-life this weekend!

On Friday (or Saturday, or Sunday) 
shamble over to Longbow Pub and 
Pantry (7316 Third Ave. between 
73rd and 74th streets) for the unof-
ficial drink of the season — cider! 
Savor the crisp, apple-based brews of 
Naked Flock Draft, Stella Cidre, and 
Downeast Cider House’s Fall Blend, 
all on tap as part of NYC Cider Week. 
And the tavern has more in bottles, 
including Doc’s Framboise, Embark 
Northerner, and much more.

Then bust out the vampire fangs 
and fake blood for a trio of costume 
parties on Saturday. Swing over to 
Kettle Black (8622 Third Ave. at 87th 
Street) at 9 pm for the bar’s annual 
Halloween costume party. Admission 

is a steep $60, but it includes an 
open bar and a costume contest with 
a whopping $300 grand prize. And 
if you leave empty-handed, you can 
creep a few blocks over to the Pour 
House of Bay Ridge (7901 Third 

Ave. at 79th Street) for its Halloween 
bash at 10 pm, with a costume contest 
and a DJ vamping up the volume. Or 
stalk to Three Jolly Pigeons (6802 
Third Ave. at 68th Street) at 10 pm 
for yet another costume contest and 
plenty of spooky tunes from rock trio 
Full Disclosure.

This year All Hallow’s Eve falls 
on a Monday, so keep the weekend 
going with the haunted Halloween 
walk at Owl’s Head Park (67th Street 
at Colonial Road). The horror show 
starts at 3:30 pm, but you will want 
to hold out for the final — and most 
frightful — walk at 7 pm. A far tamer 
“fairy tale forest” is also an option for 
the easily-frightened.

Or for a boozy bash, hike over to 
the Grotto Italian Table (8901 Third 
Ave. at 89th Street) for a costume 
party at 6 pm. Best costume wins a 
$50 gift card to the Italian bistro, and 
second and third places each score a 
bottle of wine.

Bay Ridge gets spook-tacular!

SISTER ‘HOOD’

Hitting the pavement: Contemporary dancer Kyle Abraham’s dance piece, “Pavement,” open-
ing at BAM on Nov. 2, was inspired by the movie “Boyz N the Hood.” Steven Schreiber

Dance about ‘Boyz’ shows girl power
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
FRI, OCT 28

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS INDIANA 
PACERS: $45–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT 30
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS TO-
RONTO MAPLE 
LEAVES: $45–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

MON, OCT 31
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CHICAGO 
BULLS: $45–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, NOV 1
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS TAMPA 
BAY LIGHTNING: $40–
$750. 7:30 pm.

WED, NOV 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS DETROIT 
PISTONS: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

THU, NOV 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: $25–
$750. 7 pm.

FRI, NOV 4
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, NOV 5
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS ED-
MONTON OILERS: 
$35–$850. 7 pm.

SUN, NOV 6
SPORTS, KELLOGG’S 

TOUR OF GYMNAS-
TICS CHAMPIONS: 
With gold medal win-
ners Simone Biles, 
Gabby Douglas, Laurie 
Hernandez, Madison 
Kocian and Aly Raisman. 
$35–$300. 5 pm.

MON, NOV 7
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS VAN-
COUVER CANUCKS: 
$20–$700. 7 pm.

TUE, NOV 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES: $25–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, NOV 9
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 7 pm.

WED, NOV 9
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 7 pm.

THU, NOV 10
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 11 
am and 7 pm.

FRI, NOV 11
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 3 pm 
and 7 pm.

SAT, NOV 12
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 11 
am, 3 pm, and 7 pm.

SUN, NOV 13
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 1 pm 
and 5 pm.

MON, NOV 14
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS TAMPA 
BAY LIGHTNING: $25–
$750. 7 pm. Mon, nov 7

FRI, NOV 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$25–$700. 7 pm

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Paul Giamatti and Jef-
frey Wright and the singer 
Ashanti perform a dra-
matic reading of scenes 
from Euripides’ Greek 
tragedy “Madness of 
Hercules,” followed by a 
discussion of gun violence. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza, between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, BLACK VIOLIN: Vio-
linists Kev Marcus and Wil 
B mash up R&B, hip-hop, 
classical, and bluegrass. 
$25. 8 pm. Brooklyn Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts 
at Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. between Hil-
lel Place and Avenue H in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenter.org.  

SUN, OCT. 30
THEATER, “SHELLY GAR-

RETT’S BEAUTY SHOP”: 
The gossip is juicer, the 
backstabbing is deeper, 
and the he-said; she-said 
tips the scales in Shelly 
Garrett’s stage show. 
Starting at $30. 2 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

MUSIC, “GOTTA SING”: Re-
gina Opera presents a con-
cert of opera arias and en-
sembles and Broadway hit 
tunes. $12 ($5 teens; chil-
dren free). 3 pm. Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help School 
Auditorium [5902 Sixth 
Ave. at 60th Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 259–2772], 
www.reginaopera.org. 

FREE TO BREATHE 5K RUN: 
Proceeds from the event 
will benefi t lung cancer 
research, education and 
awareness programs. 
$15–$35. 9 am. Cadman 
Plaza Park (Cadman Plaza 
East between BQE and 
Tillary Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.freeto-
breathe.org. 

MARKET, FISKE TERRACE 
ASSOCIATION YARD 
SALE: The Victorian neigh-
borhood group sells its old 
treasures. Free. 10 am–4 
pm. [Glenwood Road at E. 
19th Street in Midwood, 
(917) 588–2589]. 

READING, SUNDAY STORY 
TIME: Bob Shea reads 
from his new picture 
book “Quit Calling Me a 
Monster.” Reservations 
requested. Free. 11:30 am. 
powerHouse on 8th [1111 
Eighth Ave. between 11th 
and 12th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

TALK, SUPERHEROES 
ANONYMOUS YEAR 10: 
The organization for real-
life superheroes offers a 
crash course in becoming 
a superhero. Capes and 
masks will be available for 
those in plainclothes. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. 501 Union 
(501 Union St. between 
Bond and Nevins streets in 
Gowanus). 

MON, OCT. 31
FAMILY, BAMBOO!: A Hal-

loween celebration fea-
turing music, carnival 

FRI, OCT. 28
READING, “SO BUTTONS” 

BOOK LAUNCH: Comics 
writer Jonathan Bayliss 
releases his collection of 
funny, personal stories, 
drawn by a variety of art-
ists. With a performance 
by “Ask Me Another” host 
Ophira Eisenberg. Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

THEATER, “REQUEST CON-
CERT”: This dialogue-
free play follows a woman 
spending a lonely night her 
overly tidy apartment. $25. 
7:30 pm. BAM Fisher (321 
Ashland Pl. between Han-
sen Place and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “AUTUMN”: A 
political drama about con-
fl icts across a generational 
divide. $30. 8 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488–1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
kumbletheater. 

“PARIS”: A baroque, bur-
lesque take on the Greek 
myth “The Judgement 
of Paris,” with can-can 
girls and singing divas. 
$25–$450. 8 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488–9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

DANCE, ABARUKAS: The 
dance company premieres 
“Bernadac,” with music 
from Berlin composer 
Frank Bretschneider, and 
excerpts from “No Man 
is an Island,” set to music 
by Massive Attack. $20. 8 
pm. Gelsey Kirkland Arts 
Center (29 Jay St. between 
John and Plymouth streets 
in Dumbo), www.event-
brite.com. 

MUSIC, STRANGER THINGS 
(WITH CANDY) HALLOW-
EEN PARTY: A party based 
on the nostalgia-inducing 
Netfl ix horror series, with 
music from the 1980s, a 
photo booth, costume 
contest, and many fl ash-
ing Christmas lights. $8 
($5 in advance). 10:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, OCT. 29
OUTDOORS, IT’S MY PARK 

DAY AT OWL’S HEAD 
PARK: Join the park’s 
Horticulture Group and 
help plant, water, and 
care for the gardens. Free. 
10 am. Owl’s Head Park 
[67th Street and Colonial 
Road in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748–9522], https://www.
facebook.com/owlshead-
volunteers. 

MUSIC, “THE COMPOSER 
AS ARCHITECT”: This 
concert looks at the dif-
ferent elements compos-
ers use to unify their work. 
$20. Noon. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

FAMILY, “DOT”: A unique 
combination of dance, 
theatre, music, new tech-

nologies, and a world full 
of colors. $12. 2 pm. On 
Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

MUSIC, “OPERA POT-
POURRI”: La Forza 
dell’Opera presents an 
evening of arias, duets, 
and ensembles from be-
loved classical composers. 
$20. 7 pm. Trinity Lutheran 
Church (9020 Third Ave. at 
91st Street in Bay Ridge), 
www.laforzadellopera.
com. 

THEATER, “THE 39 STEPS”: 
In this melodramatic 
comedy-romance, based 
on a Hitchcock fi lm, a man 
bumbles into a world of 
spies and intrigue. $25 
($20 students and seniors). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

FAMILY, FAMILIES FIRST 
HALLOWEEN PARTY: 
With a mini bounce house, 
face painting, tattoos, 
games, pumpkin decorat-
ing, bake sale, and a musi-
cal performance and sing-
along. $25. 9:30 am–noon. 
Families First (250 Baltic St. 
between Court and Clinton 
streets Downtown), www.
familiesfi rstbrooklyn.org. 

EVENT, KICKSTARTER PRES-
ENTS GHOST ARCADE IN 
NYC: A Halloween-themed 
games festival of Kick-
starter-funded video and 
tabletop games with the 
people who created them. 
Costumes are encour-
aged. Free. 11 am–7 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

FAMILY, HALLOWEEN CAR-
NIVAL OF PUPPETRY 
ARTS FOR FAMILIES: 
Crafts, games, and activi-
ties for kids of all ages as 
well as performances, free 
giveaways, and a costume 
contest every hour. Free. 
11 am–3 pm. First Street 
Recreation Center [512 
Carroll St. at Whitwell 

Place in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3703], www.tuffytiger.
org.  

GREAT PUPKIN DOG COS-
TUME CONTEST: The 
glorious annual canine 
costume contest in Fort 
Greene draws more than 
100 pooches and 1,000 
watchers. Free ($10 sug-
gested donation for entry). 
11:30 am. Fort Greene Park 
Monument stairs (Wash-
ington Park at Myrtle Ave-
nue in Fort Greene), www.
fortgreenepups.org. 

HALLOWEEN HARVEST: 
Luna Park is abuzz with 
seasonal activities, includ-
ing a petting zoo, pony 
rides, a pumpkin patch, 
magicians, face painting, 
and more. Free. Noon–11 
pm. Luna Park [1000 Surf 
Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 373–
5862], www.lunaparknyc.
com. 

FALL FEST 2016: The Cuyler-
Warren Youth and Children 
ministries host and after-
noon of pumpkin-carving 
and storytelling. Free. 
1:30–3:30 pm. Cuyler-
Warren United Methodist 
Church [450 Warren St. at 
Bond Street in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 624–3300]. 

TALK, AI WEIWEI AND 
TANIA BRUGUERA IN 
CONVERSATION: One of 
China’s most prolifi c and 
provocative contemporary 
artists chats with Cuban-
born artist Tania Bruguera. 
$16. 2 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

FAMILY, SUPERBUNNY 
MEETS THE MUMMY: A 
Halloween musical about 
Superbunny, who must 
solve an ancient Egyptian 
mystery with the power 
of friendship and fancy 
dance moves. Free. 2:30 
pm. The Actors Fund Arts 
Center [160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and 
Hoyt streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (917) 563–9830], 
www.RabbitHoleTheat-
ricks.org. 

READING, “HERCULES 
IN BROOKLYN”: Actors Continued on page 46

Falling fast: On Halloween night, the Brooklyn Nets will fend 
off frightful attacks from the Chicago Bulls at Barclays Center. 
 Associated Press / Paul Beaty

King of all media: The “Kings of War” show debuting at BAM 
on Nov. 3 blends five of Shakespeare’s history plays into a 
multi-media modern day spectacle. Jan Versweyveld
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games, arts and crafts, stilt 
walkers, roaming artists, 
costume contest, and a 
candy giveaway. Free. 4–7 
pm. BAM Peter Jay Sharp 
Building (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

DUMBO-WEEN!: Trick or 
treat under the Manhattan 
Bridge, where the Funk-
rust Brass Band will play 
for costumed kids, with 
a puppet performance 
by Great Small Works. A 
dance party for grown-ups 
and costumed pets starts 
at 7 pm. Free. 5–10 pm. 
Manhattan Bridge Archway 
(Anchorage Place between 
Water and Adams streets 
in Dumbo), dumbo.is. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
A special Halloween edi-
tion of the weekly comedy 
show, with a costume 
contest and performances 
from Jon Glaser, Rob 
Cantrell, and Reformed 
Whores. $5. 8 pm. Little-
fi eld [622 Degraw St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, ISAAC GILLESPIE & 
THE DUE DILIGENCE: An 
All Hallow’s Eve special 
featuring a live score of 
“The Shining.” $10 sug-
gested donation. 8–11 pm. 
Threes Brewing [333 Doug-
lass St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 522–2110], 
www.threesbrewing.com. 

TUES, NOV. 1
NIGHTLIFE, POUR ONE OUT 

FOR THE PAVILION: Nite-
hawk Cinema invites you to 
say goodbye to the Pavil-
ion Theater before it shuts 
down for renovation, with 
free popcorn, a cash bar, 
and a performance from 
the Street Beat Bass Band. 
Free. 6–8 pm. Pavilion 
Theater (188 Prospect Park 
West at Bartel-Pritchard 
Square in Park Slope). 

TALK, DAVID SALLE WITH 
LORIN STEIN: The con-
temporary author and art-
ist hosts a book launch of 
his latest work, “How to 
See: Looking, Talking, and 
Thinking about Art.” $25 
for a ticket; $45 for ticket & 
book. 7 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

ART, “KALEIDOSCOPE”: An 
evening of fi nely crafted 
monologues about the 
intersection of racial and 
ethnic diversity and the 
Jewish experience. 7 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, ROBU TRIO JAM 
SESSIONS: Instrumental-
ists, singers, artists, and 
dancers are welcome to 

collaborate with the band 
at this late-night jam ses-
sion. $10 ($4 for perform-
ers). 11 pm–2 am. The Five 
Spot [459 Myrtle Ave. at 
Washington Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 852–
0202], www.fi vespotsoul-
food.com. 

WED, NOV. 2
TALK, MARK LILLA AND 

GEORGE PACKER ON 
THE 2016 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION: The authors 
discuss the the fl aming 
dumpster fi re that is the 
2016 presidential election. 
Free. 7 pm. Community 
Bookstore [143 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll 
Street and Garfi eld Place 
in Park Slope, (718) 783–
3075], www.community-
bookstore.net. 

MUSIC, FESTIVAL FOR 
PRAISE: The 2016 tour 
includes Fred Hammond, 
Karen Clark Sheard, Israel 
Houghton, Bishop Heze-
kiah Walker, Regina Belle, 
Casey J, and Earthquake. 
Starting at $45. 8 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner sings jazz 
standards with pianist 
Dan Furman. Free. 8 pm. 
Encore (10007 Fourth Ave. 
between 100th and 101st 
streets in Bay Ridge), www.
encorerestaurantnyc.com. 

THURS, NOV. 3
THEATER, “KINGS OF 

WAR”: This modern-day 
merging of Shakespeare’s 
“Henry V,” “Henry VI, Parts 
One, Two, and Three,” and 
“Richard III” shows three 
kings wrestling with power, 
giving soliloquies to the 
public while handheld 
cameras capture them be-
hind the scenes. In Dutch 
with English supertitles. 
$30–$130. 7 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

READING, A CELEBRATION 
OF ELENA FERRANTE: 
Actor John Turturro, critic 
Judith Thurman, profes-
sor Giancarlo Lombardi, 
and author Darcey Steinke 
celebrate two new works 
by Elena Ferrante: the 
memoir “Frantumaglia: A 
Writer’s Journey” and chil-
drens’ book “The Beach at 
Night.” Free. 7 pm. Com-
munity Bookstore (143 Sev-
enth Ave. between Carroll 
Street and Garfi eld Place 
in Park Slope), www.com-
munitybookstore.net. 

TALK, IGGY POP AND JER-
EMY DELLER: The punk 
icon discusses posing nude 
for a life drawing class with 
artist Jeremy Deller. Mod-
erated by poet Tom Healy. 
$40–$85. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-

enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, CARETAKER: Part 
of the live television show 
“B-Side.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

COMEDY, “THE FULL 
CLEVELAND” WITH DAVE 
HILL: The comedian and 
metal fan presents a blis-
tering set of jokes, with 
opening act Jacqueline 
Novack. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 10 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

FRI, NOV. 4
ART, BROOKLYN COLLEGE 

MFA OPEN STUDIOS: 
Take a tour of 26 studios 
with student work. Free. 
6 pm. Brooklyn College 
(2900 Bedford Ave. be-
tween Campus Road and 
Avenue I; Boylan Hall, 
fourth fl oor in Flatbush), 
www.brooklyncollegeart.
info. 

MUSIC, ANNIE KEATING 
ALBUM RELEASE SHOW: 
The singer hosts a release 
party, with performances 
by the Brooklyn Youth 
Chorus, Jan Bell, Astro-
grass, and more. $15 ($12 
in advance). 7 pm. Jalopy 
Theatre (315 Columbia 
St. between Rapelye and 
Woodhull streets in Red 
Hook), www.anniekeat-
ing.com. 

SAT, NOV. 5
MUSIC, “TSCHAIKOWSKY 

(AND OTHER RUS-
SIANS)”: Cabaret star 
Mark Nadler performs an 
exuberant romp through 
the work of Russian com-
posers. $30. 7:30 pm. 
Union Temple of Brooklyn 
[17 Eastern Pkwy. between 
Grand Army Plaza and Un-
derhill Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–7600], 
www.uniontemple.org. 

FUNDRAISER, BROADWAY 
IN BROOKLYN: A salute 
to Sondheim from the 
Brooklyn Heights theater 
company Theater 2020. 
$50 ($100 VIP). 8 pm. First 
Unitarian Society of Brook-
lyn [116 Pierrepont St. be-
tween Clinton Street and 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624–3614], 
www.theater2020.com. 

DANCE, STORIES OF LONG-
ING AND DESIRE: Argen-
tine tango company Es-
tampas Porteñas performs. 
$36 to $55. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. be-
tween Hillel Place and Av-
enue H in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyn-
center.org. 

 TARGET FIRST SATURDAY 
CELEBRATES THE DEMO-
CRATIC PROCESS: A night 
of art inspired by the elec-
tion, with performances by 
Slavic Soul Party, Brown 
Girls Burlesque, and co-
medians. Free. 5–11 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

Continued from page 45 
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RATED #1 
DINER IN BROOKLYN

BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)DINER & RESTAURANT

BrooklynCenter.org or 718-951-4500
Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College to Flatbush Avenue  /  on-site paid parking available2

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

Buenos Aires 
Tango
Sat, Nov 5, 2016 at 8pm
Tickets: $36-$55

Supported by:
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Brooklyn Tech playoff-bound 
BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ

Win and you’re in.
Brooklyn Tech’s boys soc-

cer team notched a 2–1 victory 
over Erasmus Hall on Oct. 20, 
securing a berth to the Public 
Schools Athletic League post-
season and setting the tone for, 
what the squad hopes, will be a 
deep playoff run.

It was another close game 
for the Engineers, but unlike 
earlier this season, the team 
managed to hold on down the 
stretch.

“This is basically the start 
of our playoffs,” said Brooklyn 
Tech coach Anthony Cicolini. 
“Throughout the season, we’ve 
had a lot of close games, includ-
ing a few that went into over-
time. Those games have shown 
our guys what they need to do 
to execute in high-pressure 
moments like this one.”

The two teams came into 
the game tied in the Brook-
lyn A Central standings, but 
Brooklyn Tech (8–3) found an 
extra spark in its collective 

step, controlling the tempo 
early and maintaining posses-
sion throughout the fi rst half.

It was a game plan the Engi-
neers have been working on all 
season — determined to fi nd 
an identity for a team chock-
full of youth and multi-year 
varsity players.

“I’ve never taken as many 
freshman as I took this year,” 
Cicolini said. “And they’ve re-
sponded to any situation I put 
them in. This roster has be-
come a very good balance of 
youth and experience.”

Sophomore Jae Bratskeir 
got the Engineers off to a fast 
start — netting his sixth goal 
of the season in the early min-
utes of the fi rst half. It set the 
tone of the matchup and settled 
some of Brooklyn Tech’s big-
game nerves. 

“All year, our goal has been 
to score fi rst,” Brateskeir said. 
“It really got us going. Scoring 
fi rst gave us confi dence for the 
rest of the game, and we were 

IN CONTROL: Brooklyn Tech’s Francois Savignac kicks in the ball.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY LAURA AMATO
There’s no place like home. 

St. Francis men’s basketball 
coach Glenn Braica knows that 
better than anyone, and he’s 
used the famous line to infl u-
ence his recruiting philosophy 
— New York City fi rst, every-
where else second. The Terri-
ers coach knows there is plenty 
of basketball talent in his own 
backyard and Braica has made 
it a priority to keep that talent 
in Brooklyn since taking over 
the program in 2010.

“We’re not big on getting 
guys from other parts of the 
country,” Braica said. “We do 
have a few, but we always feel 
that the foundation of our team 
should be New York City kids.”

This season, Braica and the 
Terriers boast six New York 
City players — including three 
with Brooklyn roots — and the 
squad is hoping that Gotham 
grit helps spark things from 
the get-go.

And it won’t be an easy 
start for St. Francis. The Terri-
ers open the season with road 
games against North Carolina 
State, the University of Vir-
ginia, and Providence. It’s a 
big test for St. Francis, partic-
ularly when the team’s front-
court has just 75 collective 
minutes of Division-I experi-
ence to its name.

“Our weakness is our front-
court, because we don’t have 
much of one,” Braica said. “But 

I think they’re talented, so 
when they fi gure out how hard 
they’ve got to play and they 
pick up some stuff, we’ve got a 
chance to be very good.”

St. Francis isn’t going into 
the season assuming it will 
start 0–3, but the Terriers 
know there aren’t many peo-
ple outside the team’s locker 
room who expect much from 
the squad. 

That is where the group’s 
New York attitude comes into 
play. St. Francis has a bit of a 
chip on its collective shoulder, 
and the Terriers squad is ready 
to prove a few people wrong. 

“Guys talk about it being 
mid-major, but we compete just 

NETTING NEW YORK: St. Francis senior guard Yunus Hopkinson is one 
of six local players on this year’s Terriers roster, and the group is deter-
mined to represent the city well on the hardwood.  St. Francis Athletics

Continued on page 51

Continued on page 51

Terriers boast core of 
city stars this season

• ‘We challenged them, and 
thankfully, they 
responded.’

• ‘Every game is a 
playoff game for 
us now.’

— Xaverian coach Mike Jioia on the Clippers’ 
narrrow victory over Cardinal Spellman.

— South Shore’s Giovanni Denard on 
the rest of the football season.
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Grand Street Campus 
made a big-time state-
ment with a 25–18 over-

time victory over cross-bor-
ough rival Lincoln at Aviator 
Sports Complex on Oct. 20.

Wolves (5–2) senior quar-
terback Chris Mattocks 
found Jahquese Morris for 
the game-winning touch-
down in overtime, and the 
defense sealed the deal, re-
covering a fumble on Lin-
coln’s (4–3) ensuing drive.

Mattocks was a force to be 
reckoned with under center, 
going 18-for-28 for 316 yards, 
three touchdowns — all to 
Morris — and no intercep-
tions. He also added 70 yards 
on the ground.

Olakunle Fatukasi led 
the defensive charge with a 
team-high 16 tackles — in-
cluding two for a loss — and 
recovered the game-clinch-
ing fumble. Donnovan Hicks, 
Donald Gaither Jr., and Dale 
Morris also notched double-
digit tackles.

The Wolves take on Fort 
Hamilton in week eight 
in another Brooklyn-on-
Brooklyn battle, while Lin-
coln heads to New Utrecht 
on Oct. 29.

Erasmus Hall 32
Canarsie 0

The Dutchmen stayed 
perfect on the season as the 
defense took center stage, 
recording its second shut-
out of the year. Erasmus 
Hall allowed just 98 yards of 
total offense and picked off 
Canarsie quarterback Eric 
Anderson on one of his two 
passing attempts.

The squad faces its big-
gest test of the season in 
week eight, squaring off 
against Curtis on Oct. 29 — 
the only other undefeated 
team in the City Confer-
ence.

Fort Hamilton 38
Flushing 6

The Tigers ground 
game hit its stride from the 
opening whistle, rushing 
straight towards the team’s 
third-straight victory. Seba 
Nekhet and Troy Booker 
combined for 281 yards and 
fi ve touchdowns on 21 car-
ries. By the fi nal whistle, 
Fort Hamilton racked up 

308 yards on the ground, av-
eraging nearly 13 yards per 
carry. 

Booker also added six 
tackles, while Jonathan 
Louis chipped in fi ve, in-
cluding one for a loss and a 
sack.

Boys & Girls 40
Clinton 32

The Kangaroos held 
off a ferocious late-game 
rally, holding on for a Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League 
City Conference victory 
on Oct. 22. Senior quarter-
back Christophe Julmus 
completed all but one pass 
attempt, racking up 258 
yards and two touchdowns 
through the air.

Boys & Girls’ ground 
game kept the squad on top 
down the stretch as seven 
players notched carries. 
Keson Edwards and Rondell 
Russell Jr. led the charge, 
combining for 245 yards on 
15 carries.

Brooklyn Tech 34
Roosevelt 0

Michael Marcovici did a 
bit of everything for the En-
gineers on Oct. 22, complet-
ing 12 passes for 139 yards 
and rushing for 103 yards 
and three touchdowns on 
just nine carries. The ju-
nior accounted for nearly 
two-thirds of Brooklyn 
Tech’s offensive produc-
tion.

Wagner 28
Midwood 22

The Hornets simply 
could not fi nd an answer 
for Arthur Stimus as the 

Grand statement: 
Wolves notch 

victory over Lincoln BY LAURA AMATO
The Xaverian football team is 
saving the best for last.

The Clippers notched a late-
game, 17–14 victory over Car-
dinal Spellman on Oct. 21 — 
sparked by Roberto Auguste’s 
eight-yard touchdown run with 
two minutes left — and the 
squad has settled into its repu-
tation as a fourth-quarter team. 
It isn’t an easy way to play, but 
as long as the Clippers walk off 
the fi eld with a win, the team 
isn’t too worried about how it 
got there.

“This team — it’s unbeliev-
able how slow we start every 
game,” said coach Mike Jioia. 
“Eventually, it might come 
back to bite us, but we are slow, 
slow to start. That’s kind of the 
way the season has been go-
ing, just try and survive those 
plays.”

The Clippers struggled to 
get going early, despite a dis-
tinct advantage on possession. 
Xaverian’s defense forced four 
fi rst-half turnovers, but the 
team couldn’t hit its stride on 
offense until the fi nal minutes 
of the second quarter.

Auguste recovered a muffed 
punt at the 38-yard line — giv-
ing the Clippers optimal fi eld 
position — and four players 
later, Julius Arcaro found 
Vincent Capalbo on a 35-yard 
strike for the fi rst touchdown 

of the game.
Xaverian padded its lead 

with just over fi ve minutes left 
in the third quarter — capping 
off an 11-play drive with a 38-
yard fi eld goal. It wasn’t quite 
enough, however, to settle the 
Clippers’ nerves, and the squad 
was frustrated not to fi nd the 
end zone again.

“It’s supposed to be a ball-
control offense, but there’s 
just little different pieces this 
year that aren’t the same as 
last year, and that’s kind of 
stalling the offense,” Jioia 
said.

Spellman responded on its 

ensuing drive, marching down 
the fi eld in the waning minutes 
of the third and cutting into 
Xaverian’s lead with a 16-yard 
touchdown pass from Jordi 
Mota to Eric Berrios. The Pi-
lots took the lead in the open-
ing minutes of the fourth when 
Justin Medina strip-sacked 
Arcaro deep in the backfi eld. 
Chris Vitale recovered the ball 
and dashed 25 yards into the 
end zone. 

It was a wake-up call for 
the Clippers, and Arcaro 
quickly gathered his offense 
together, calling on the squad 

BLOCKED: Senior quarterback Julius Arcaro looks to get the ball past 
Spellman during the Clippers’ win on Oct. 21. Photo by Jon Farina

BY LAURA AMATO
He’s got two things on his 
mind at all times — Brooklyn 
and basketball.

College basketball analyst 
and Flatbush native Fran Fra-
schilla grew up around sports, 
but there’s always been some-
thing about basketball that 
drew the James Madison grad 
to the game. And he’s certain 
that won’t ever change. 

“I’ve been obsessed with 
the game my whole life, and 
I’ll be obsessed with it un-
til the day I die,” Fraschilla 
said. “Growing up in the play-
grounds and the schoolyards 
of Brooklyn, I got attached to 
basketball when I was about 12 
or 13. And I was a schoolyard, 
playground rat.”

Fraschilla — who played 
high-school basketball at Madi-
son, graduated from Brooklyn 
College, and began coaching af-
ter graduation — has spent his 

entire life watching the game 
grow and evolve. He’s kept an 
eye on New York hoops through-
out his career — even after 
walking away from coaching 
— and, right now, Fraschilla is 
watching a game and a culture 

that’s changing rapidly. 
The local kids aren’t staying 

home — opting instead to take 
their talents to big-name prep 
schools in the hopes of earn-
ing Division-I scholarships and 
jump-starting a pro career — 
and the trend has Fraschilla 
worried about the future of lo-
cal high-school hoops. 

“High-school basketball is 
not as good as it was,” he said. 
“The kids are leaving. They’re 
leaving the city. And when they 
leave the city, they don’t always 
come back.”

Still, Fraschilla has noth-
ing but hope for New York City 
basketball at the college level. 
The former Manhattan and 
St. John’s head coach — who 
served as moderator for New 
York City college basketball 
media day earlier this month — 
is excited to see what the local 
programs across the boroughs 

Brooklynite built career on love of hoops

HOMEGROWN: Flatbush native and 
college basketball analyst Fran 
Fraschilla is anxious to get the 
season underway, hopeful for the 
future of New York City hoops on 
the national scene.  
 Hofstra University / Jonathan Heisler

Late-game dramatics lift 
Xaverian over Spellman

FOOTBALL
ROUNDUP

by Laura Amato

Continued on page 51

Continued on page 51
Continued on page 51



COURIER LIFE, OCT. 28-NOV. 3, 2016 51  DTB GM BR

BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ
South Shore’s football team has built a season 
on down-to-the-wire victories and dramatic 
comebacks, but the Vikings couldn’t stage that 
fi nal rally on Oct. 21, falling 19–8 to Tottenville. 

The team was — once again — in the 
matchup until the very end, but fl ags and late-
game miscues made it impossible for the squad 
to settle into a rhythm. It was South Shore’s (5–
2) fi rst loss since week one of the season.

“It felt like we were on the wrong side of the 
stick tonight,” said South Shore coach Matt Ci-
quera. “Any time we got some momentum, it 
seemed to get called back [by fl ags].”

Ciquera was disappointed by the offi ciating, 
but did point out that his defense kept South 
Shore in the game until the very end. Senior 
Giovanni Denard led the charge, recording six 
tackles — including a sack and tackle for a loss 
— and helped the Vikings snuff out a handful 
of Tottenville drives early in the fi rst half.

“As a unit, we just tried to contain their 
quarterback and running back,” Denard said. 
“Honestly, I was just trying to stop them no 
matter what.”

While the Vikings defense did its best to 
slow down Tottenville, South Shore’s offense 
struggled to fi nd any momentum. The squad 
was shut out in the fi rst three quarters and, by 
the fi nal whistle, South Shore recorded just 28 
total passing yards.

Senior quarterback Jason Martin hit his 
stride in the second half, however, leading the 
Vikings ground game with a game-high 175 
yards rushing on 16 carries. Martin got South 
Shore on the board with 10:05 left to play, rush-
ing into the end zone on a four-yard carry, but 
it wasn’t quite enough to spark the Vikings.

“[Jason] played pretty well tonight,” Ci-

quera said. “His receivers let him down a few 
times, but the game plan going into tonight 
was to run the ball and control the clock, and 
I feel like we controlled possession well, but in 
the end we had opportunities to get the ball in 
the end zone, and could not convert.”

Tottenville padded its lead in the fi nal min-
utes of regulation — converting a fourth-and-
fi ve with 3:30 on the clock before notching the 
fi nal touchdown of the night less than a minute 
later.

It was a tough loss to accept for South Shore 
— particularly after so many close victories 
this season — but the squad is determined to 
put this game behind it. After all, there are 
still two more weeks left in the regular season, 
and the Vikings are determined to win both of 
them — no matter how close the fi nal score is.

“We just have to win these two games,” Den-
ard said. “Every game is a playoff game for us 
now.”

CRUSHING DEFEAT: Jason Martin, see here in a 2014 
game, led his team against Tottenville on Oct. 21, but 
the Vikings couldn’t pull off a win. 

Vikings stumble down 
the stretch in loss

able to execute and get the 
win.”

Aaron Kraus padded the 
Brooklyn Tech lead midway 
through the second half. The 
goal — the senior’s ninth of the 
season — was a much-needed 
offensive breakthrough after 
the Engineers failed to con-
nect on a handful of prime 
chances. It also gave the team 
a bit of offensive breathing 
room down the stretch. 

“We had a lot of chances 
to score, but we weren’t bury-
ing them,” Kraus said. “When 
we fi nally got the second goal 
and took the lead, it felt like 
we could play much more 
comfortably. It wasn’t perfect, 
but we got it done.”

Brooklyn Tech — which 
beat the Dutchmen 7–1 earlier 
in the season — gave up one 
goal, but freshman goalie El-
liot Leinweber was still domi-
nant in net. He racked up nine 
saves and broke up several Er-
asmus Hall scoring chances, 
coming off his line and direct-
ing the Engineers’ defense 
until the fi nal whistle.

Brooklyn Tech knows its 
work isn’t done yet — there’s 
still a postseason to prepare 
for — but the season-fi nale 
victory was a chance to show 
that the team has found a 
rhythm with its roster. It’s a 
trend the Engineers hope to 
continue throughout the play-
offs. 

“All the credit to goes to 
coach,” Bratskeir said. “[He’s 
given] me and this team the 
opportunity and learn.”

as hard and play just as hard,” 
said senior guard Yunus Hop-
kinson. “Guys are trying to 
get after each other, and I re-
ally think it’s just basketball. 
It’s guys trying to win games, 
same as anywhere.”

Hopkinson — who grew up 
in the city before attending 
Lee Academy in Maine — is 
expected to be one of the Terri-

ers’ leaders on the court, part 
of a strong core of guards. He’ll 
be joined in the backcourt by 
Jefferson alum Rasheem Dunn 
and former Boys & Girls stand-
out Gianni Ford, both of whom 
will see substantial minutes as 
freshmen.

“We may actually play four 
[guards] at times,” Braica said. 
“I think that’s a strength. Our 
perimeter is a strength.”

It’s going to take a few games 
for St. Francis to hit its stride, 
and Braica is the fi rst to admit 

the early-season bumps in the 
road have been a bit frustrat-
ing, but the coach knows what 
his squad is capable of. This 
team wants to represent New 
York, and Braica is confi dent 
anything can happen this sea-
son.

“Two years ago, we won 23 
games and the regular-season 
title, and we started 3–8,” he 
said. “That’s just the reality 
at this level, but this team has 
upsides. It’s just going to take 
some time.”

to bounce back.
“I told them just to keep 

blocking,” said Arcaro, who 
fi nished with 194 all-purpose 
yards. “Next play you’ve got to 
do your best. That’s the beauti-
ful thing about football.”

The squads exchanged punts 
on the next two drives, but 
Xaverian answered the fourth-

quarter call down the stretch 
— converting a pair of third 
downs before Auguste notched 
the game-winning touchdown 
with 2:06 left to play. 

“I saw [Emanelle Olagun-
gan], so I just knew I had to fol-
low him and let him lead me to 
the end zone,” Auguste said. 
“All I knew was I had to go 100 
miles per hour and just do my 
best to get in.” 

Xaverian’s defense wrapped 
up the win — Dan DeSena and 

Alex Micciola both recorded 
sacks on Spellman’s fi nal drive 
— and the victory is a huge boost 
of confi dence for the reigning 
city champs. The Clippers have 
just one regular-season matchup 
left, but a win like this is a step-
ping stone towards defending the 
championship — even if it takes 
the entire game to do it.

“This one of those character 
kind of wins,” Jioia said. “We 
challenged them, and thank-
fully, they responded.”

can accomplish this season.
“College basketball, I think, 

is healthy, because you’ve got 
great coaches in the area who 
are doing some great things 
with their programs,” he 
said. “You’ve got some proven 
coaches and up-and-coming 
programs. It’s fun to watch.”

And Fraschilla does plenty 
of watching — he is about to be-
gin his 13th season as an ESPN 
analyst. It’s a far cry from  his 
coaching days, but Fraschilla 
has found a renewed love for 
the game by picking apart ev-
ery aspect of it and helping 
others understand the sport at 
its most fundamental.

“Once I got a taste of broad-
casting and I realized I could 
be around the game every day 
— but not have the stress of 
coaching a team — it really 

fi t me,” Fraschilla said. “I’ve 
found the exact perfect career 
for me. I stay close to the game, 
and I get to lend my coaching 
expertise.”

Fraschilla knows he’ll 
never get tired of the game, 
and his goal now is to make 
sure the it continues to evolve 
and infl uence others as posi-
tively as it’s affected him. He’s 
not leaving the sidelines any 
time soon, and Fraschilla is 
determined to make sure bas-
ketball is even more inclusive 
in the coming years, bringing 
in as much talent as possible — 
particularly at the local level.

“What I try to do now — 
along with educate people 
on TV — is to use my experi-
ence to be a mentor to young 
coaches who are in the same 
position I was in,” he said. 
“The fun part is to be able to 
transition from coaching to 
broadcasting and still have 
that spark for it.”

senior running back rushed 
for a whopping 311 yards 
and three touchdowns. The 
loss snapped a two-game win 
streak for Midwood.

Petrides 42
Lafayette 40

The Patriots came up just 
short of notching the squad’s 
fi rst victory of the season, 
scoring 16 points in the 
fourth quarter. 

Quarterback Javanni La-
rocca went four-for-six un-
der center, but racked up 98 
yards for three touchdowns, 
while Farkh Raja added 124 
rushing yards and two touch-
downs of his own.

Eagle Academy II 18
Macchiarola 12

Eagles senior running 
back Ramell Redd was in 
complete control on Oct. 22, 
rushing for a game-high 206 
yards and one touchdown on 
13 carries. He also hauled in a 
pair of receptions for 42 yards 
and another touchdown. Ju-
relle Heath led Eagle Acad-
emy’s defense with a team-
high seven tackles, including 
three for a loss and two sacks.

OTHER SCORES
• Madison 36, Grady 0
• Poly Prep 35, Nazareth 0
• Tilden 32, Washington 6
• Frederick Douglass 42, 
Franklin K. Lane 14
• Automotive 30, Adlai Ste-
venson 6
• New Dorp 16, New Utrecht 6
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BY ALBERT AMATEAU
Tears of grief and laughter fl owed 
at Allison Greaker’s wake in Bay 
Ridge this week when family, 
friends, and colleagues from NYC 
Community Media and the Com-
munity News Group recalled the 
award-winning sales rep’s infec-
tious humor and grace.

“My mother made a joke of ev-
erything,” said her daughter Al-
lison Hope Greaker, who recalled 
the one-liner her mom dropped 
while celebrating her golden wed-
ding anniversary two years ago. 
“She’s been telling my brother and 
me, ‘It’s been more than 50 wonder-
ful years — for your father.’ ”

Greaker died suddenly at the 
age of 78 at home on Friday, Oct. 21. 
She had not been feeling well since 
Wednesday, said her daughter, but 
went to work before calling in sick 
to rest on Friday.

Proud Republican
A staunch supporter of the Re-

publican and Conservative Par-
ties, Greaker boasted at one point 
that she was the only open Repub-
lican in the newspaper offi ce. She 
had a deeply held Episcopalian 
faith, and was an offi cer in the 1928 
Prayer Book Alliance, formerly 
known as Episcopalians for Tradi-
tional Faith.

Devout faith, conservative poli-
tics, occasional profanity — that 
was Allison, said Chelsea Now edi-
tor Scott Stiffl er. 

“She was not above telling a ris-
qué story, which she did with con-
siderable skill. Great timing,” he 
said.

A proud Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution member, her roots 
in this country went back to the 
Colonial era. One ancestor, James 
Blackwell, purchased Roosevelt 
Island from the natives, and two 
other fought in the Revolutionary 

War — against each other. 
“One of our ancestors fought on 

the American side and his father 
fought on the British side,” her 
daughter said.

Wit and wisdom
The ability to see both sides of 

the coin was something Greaker 
excelled at, said colleagues

“We had a lot of fun together 
playing each other’s devil’s advo-
cate,” said Gay City news editor 
Paul Schindler. “Allison was tire-
less in bringing the newspaper to 
advertisers that had never before 
been considered, and she had re-
markable success with that.”

Greaker’s personality, wit, and 
wisdom especially impressed her 
bosses.

“It is always a pleasure to meet 
someone who is smart and funny, 
but it’s even better when you get to 
work with someone like that every 
day,” said NYC Community Me-

dia and CNG publisher Jennifer 
Goodstein. “She approached every 
client as an opportunity to fi nd a 
creative solution to their business 
need, often creating one-of-a-kind 
advertising that brought the client 
results.” 

Greaker’ss creativity and suc-
cessful campaigns earned her rec-
ognition from the business com-
munity and statewide awards from 
the New York Press Association. 

“We are privileged to have 
known her and will miss her 
greatly,” Goodstein said.

Cynthia Soto, offi ce manager 
at NYC Community Media, got 
so close to Greaker during the 11 
years they worked together, her 
own teen-aged daughters called 
Greaker their “offi ce grandma.”

“I considered her my family, not 
only my co-worker,” she said. 

Local roots
Allison Davis Greaker was born 

on July 26, 1938, in Brooklyn, the 
seventh of eight children of Joce-
lyn Christine Andrews and Edwin 
Graves Davis. She went to P.S. 104 
in Bay Ridge and Fort Hamilton 
High School. 

She met her husband of 52 
years, Richard Henry Greaker, at a 
Lutheran church social in Marine 
Park. 

“My father was the reigning el-
igible bachelor there. My mother 
was there because she couldn’t fi nd 
an Episcopal church in the neigh-
borhood where she just moved to,” 
her daughter said.

They married on June 14, 1964, at 
St. John’s Episcopal Church in Bay 
Ridge.

In addition to her daughter and 
husband, Greeker is survived by 
her son, Richard Nixon Greaker, 
and three grandsons. 

Allison Davis Greaker will be 
interred at Green-Wood Cemetery.

Allison Davis Greaker, 78, 
award-winning saleswoman

REST IN PEACE: Allison Davis Greaker.
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Early Detection of Breast Cancer 
at BRMI

October is National 
Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month. One of ev-
ery eight women will be 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer in her lifetime, 
making breast cancer 
the most commonly 
diagnosed cancer in 
women, and the second 
leading cause of death 
among women. The 
aim of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month is 
to promote screening 
as the most effective 
weapon in the fight 
against breast cancer.

Too many people 
wait until they experi-
ence symtoms, like a 
palpable lump or nipple 
discharge, before they 
get a mammogram. By 
then, the cancer may 
be more difficult to 
treat and cure.  That’s 
why it is so important 
to have a screening 
mammogram once a 
year. When breast can-
cer is detected through 
annual screening, the 
vast majority of women 
are cured.

Mammography is 
the primary modality  
used to detect breast 
cancer.  The American 
Cancer Society and the 
American College of 

Radiology recommend 
yearly mammography 
screening after the 
age of 40. Additionally, 
screening may include 
breast ultrasound in 
women with dense 
breasts, and breast 
MRI in women at in-
creased risk for breast 
cancer (e.g., family his-
tory, genetic predispo-
sition, past breast can-
cer).

Bay Ridge Medi-
cal Imaging (BRMI) is 
proud to offer 3D mam-

mography, a break-
through technology in 
the diagnosis of breast 
cancer. This revolu-
tionary procedure, 
also known as “tomo-
synthesis”, enables 
BRMI radiologists to 
view the inside of the 
breast layer-by-layer 
using very low dose 
images. With the addi-
tion of 3D tomosynthe-
sis to the traditional 
mammogram, BRMI 
improves breast can-
cer detection while de-

creasing the number of 
patients called back for 
additional testing.

When a suspicious 
abnormality is de-
tected, BRMI performs 
breast biopsies to di-
agnose the abnormal-
ity as benign or malig-
nant. Biopsies can be 
performed under ultra-
sound, mammogram, 
or MRI guidance. Often 
biopsies are performed 

on the same day as im-
aging. In patients with 
biopsy-proven breast 
cancer, BRMI offers 
breast MRI and PET/
CT for staging.

For your conve-
nience we are open 7 
days a week Mon.-Fri. 
6am-11pm. We are open 
Sat. 8-5pm X-Rays only. 
Sat. 8-11pm at 14th 
Ave. office. Sunday we 
are open 8-11pm.

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.orgVisit us at brmi.org

BRMI @76th Street
7601 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209

Tel: 718-238-7000
Fax: 718-238-7005

BRMI @ Narrows
9920 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209

Tel: 718-921-0333
Fax: 718-921-0490

BRMI @ 5th Avenue
9020 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209

Tel: 718-880-3066
Fax: 718-880-3067

BRMI @ Sunset Park
6700-02 3rd Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11220

Tel: 718-880-3063
Fax: 718-709-7645

BRMI @ Dyker Heights
7117 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Tel: 718-880-3060
Fax: 718-232-5796

BRMI @ Boro Park
3802 14th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11218

Tel: 718-854-5400
Fax: 347-533-4042

BRMI @ Midwood
2005 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

Tel: 718-375-1300
Fax: 718-375-1334


