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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Southern Brooklyn’s top detec-
tive is blaming Sunset Park 
for two brutal crimes that hap-
pened in Bay Ridge.

Deputy Inspector Raymond 
Festino, who heads the Brook-
lyn South detective squad, told 
a crowd at the 68th Precinct 
Community Council meeting 
last Wednesday that the  shoot-
ing of four men in a 73rd Street 
deli two weeks ago  and the  ho-
micide of a Bay Ridge woman 
in Owl’s Head Park last month  
may have technically happened 
in Bay Ridge’s 68th Precinct, 
but they’re really Sunset Park 
and the 72nd Precinct’s prob-
lem.

“That homicide — even 
though it took place here in the 
68 — was actually, really, a 72 
homicide. It was circumstances 
that it took place here — it was 
really probably going to hap-
pen in the 72,” Festino said of 
Jennifer Cohen, an 85th Street 
resident who was found beaten 
to death in Owl’s Head Park 
on Sept. 30, just blocks from 

Continued on page 2

‘Mozart’ with drag queens
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

They’ll have a fabulous fl ight!
An opera company will blast 

off on Halloween, sending a choir 
of perfectly coiffed drag queens 
into outer space in search of ex-
traterrestrial genius Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart. The sci-fi  spin 
on the famous composer’s his-
tory in “Queens of the Night: 
Mozart in Space,” which will 
have two performances at Na-
tional Sawdust on Oct. 31, will 
make a glamorous alternative 
to other spooky shows happen-
ing that night, said one of its 
creators.

“It’s going to be fun and fab-
ulous,” said Ethan Heard, co-
artistic director of Heartbeat 
Opera. “We’re lifting off and 
heading to the outer space on a 
mission, and we’ll be encounter-
ing aliens from different plan-
ets.”

During the hour-long per-

formance, singers, dancers, 
and instrumentalists will per-
form excerpts from several of 
Mozart’s operas, as they travel 
though the stars looking for the 
source of the Austrian compos-
er’s genius. The combination of 
elaborate outfi ts and arias will 
appeal to many different audi-
ences, said Heard. 

“It will have the costume feel 
of Halloween — it’s defi nitely go-
ing to feel like a costume party,” 
he said. “Mozart has really has 
his music everywhere, and it’s a 
chance for people to experience 
tunes they didn’t know they 
knew. Drag makes it a fabulous 
party, where you can’t help but 
have a good time.” 

There is a natural connec-
tion between drag performance 
and opera, said Heard. 

“Opera is really one of the 
most expressive art forms,” he 

Continued on page 6

SPACE ODDITIES: The extravagant sci-fi  opera performance “Queens of the 
Night: Mozart in Space,” happening on Halloween night, will feel like a cos-
tume party, say organizers.   Carlos David

SPACE 
OPERA
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MILL BASIN KOSHER DELI

Police brass: 
S’Park the cause 
of Ridge crimes
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the 68th Precinct sta-
tion house where Festino 
was commanding offi cer 
for two years until last 
spring. “It seems that the 
perpetrator met our vic-
tim in the 72 and walked 
many blocks into the 68. 
Just be assured that this 
was not something that 
happened in Bay Ridge. It 
was something that took 
place outside of Bay Ridge 
and came inside.”

Offi cials are still  look-
ing for an unidentifi ed 

man  that she was last  seen 
with in Sunset Park .

And two weeks ago, 
three men followed a guy 
from outside a bar on 
Third Avenue and 73rd 
Street into a neighboring 
deli and shot four people. 
Festino said that, too, was 
not related to Bay Ridge — 
despite occurring within 
it — because all the vic-
tims were from Sunset 
Park.
“That again seems likes it 
was something out of Sun-
set Park,” he said. “All the 
victims, all Sunset Park 
residents. So it’s not some-
thing that you would say 

is Bay Ridge-related.”
Offi cial police depart-

ment data nonetheless 
 lists both crimes as 68th 
Precinct crimes .

Some at the meeting 
told this paper they found 
Festino’s claims absurd, 
and one challenged him 
publicly.

“Even if people are from 
Sunset Park or wherever 
— they’re still happening 
here,” Camille Regan shot 
back during the meeting. 
“And this girl that got 
killed — that’s Bay Ridge. 
She was killed, beaten in 
Bay Ridge, very close to 
all of our homes.”

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city tore down Bay 
Ridge’s infamous “spite 
wall” after a decade-long 
battle with its builder.

Robert Cunningham 
built the wall between his 
87th Street house and his 
neighbor’s in an aborted 
home-expansion, and then 
refused to remove the free-
standing facade. But city 
workers fi nally disman-
tled it on Oct. 20, much 
to the relief of neighbors 
who were tired of staring 
at the cinder-block mon-
strosity day in and day 
out, one said.

“It’s been here for years 
and I’m glad to see it go,” 
said Fred Speranza, who 
lives two doors down. “It 
was an eye sore for the 
block. It was just an ugly 
thing.”

Cunningham built it 
in 2007 as part of a home 
alteration, but the city 
quickly slapped him with 
a buildings violation and 
a stop-work order, because 
he did not have a permit 
for the partition, accord-
ing to a Department of 
Buildings spokesman. He 
gave up on the home addi-
tion, but never demolished 
the errant barrier, which 
neighbors believe he did 
to spite the city.

Since then, locals have 
logged more than 120 com-
plaints to the city, and the 
Department of Buildings 
has in turn issued Cun-
ningham $110,900 in fi nes 
— none of which he has 

paid, agency records show.
The city inspected the 

wall again in May and de-
termined it was in danger 
of collapse and ordered an 
emergency demolition. Of-
fi cials told Cunningham 
that if he did not destroy the 
thing, they would — at his 
expense. The unbudging 
homeowner took the city to 
court, but he lost, and the 
city sent in the wrecking 
crew last Thursday.

Apparently not to go 
down without a fi ght, Cun-
ningham allegedly threat-
ened workers, so police ar-
rested him and charged 
him with reckless endan-
germent, obstructing gov-
ernmental administration, 
and menacing, according 
to a police spokesman. 

Cunningham pled “not 
guilty” at his arraignment 
and was released without 
bail, according to a spokes-

woman for the District At-
torney’s offi ce.

The offi ce did not have 
contact information for his 
attorney, and Cunningham 
did not return phone calls 
requesting comment.

Neighbor Matthew 
Gershon has worked with 
Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge) and 
Community Board 10 to 
level the wall. Gershon, 
who has been  fi ghting to 
get it removed since 2007 , 
declined to comment on his 
apparent victory.

Another neighbor was 
glad to see the wall go, 
but admitted it was a zany 
thing to wage a decade-long 
battle about.

“It’s a stupid thing to 
fi ght over,” said Bob Mur-
ray, who lives on 87th 
Street. “It should have been 
over and done with a long 
time ago.”

That’s w-all folks!

NOW IT’S W-ALL GONE: The 87th Street “spite wall,” partially ob-
scured by a tarp in this 2007 photo, has fi nally come down after 
a decade-long fi ght between the homeowner, neighbors, and the 
city. File Photo

City demolishes Bay Ridge’s hated ‘spite wall’

Continued from page 1 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It has never been so easy to 
get up in years. 

With its oversized 
aisles, whisper-quiet mu-
sic, and bathrooms for 
customers on the go, Ber-
gen Street sex-toy shop Ba-
beland has been certifi ed 
as a great place for senior 
citizens to shop, and has a 
gold star to prove it.

A new survey by a con-
sortium of senior lovers 
has awarded the most dis-
creet, most mature sex-
toy shop imaginable its 
coveted “Age Friendly” 
(old age, that is) award in 
a quest to fi nd the Park 
Slope shops that make it 
easy for oldsters to get ex-
actly what they want.

The honor was a pleas-
ant surprise to the one of 
the sensual shop’s own-
ers, who couldn’t be more 
proud to keep geezers roll-
ing in the hay well into 
their twilight years.

“I’m so into it,” said 
Claire Cavanah. 

Age-Friendly Park 
Slope, a partnership in-
cluding Councilman Brad 
Lander and senior ser-
vice providers Heights 
& Hills, the Park Slope 

Center for Successful Ag-
ing, and Good Neighbors 
of Park Slope, is  slapping 
gold stars on businesses 
throughout the neighbor-
hood that provide stellar 
services and conveniences 
that leave seniors smiling 
all the way home .

And Babeland, located 
Between Fifth and Flat-
bush avenues, racked up 
points based on its public 
toilet and free delivery, in 
addition to adequate light-
ing and low noise levels.

The big-oh emporium 
was able to check off a ma-
jority of the survey’s senior-
friendly boxes, although 
most of the benefi ts the Ber-
gen Street whoopee shop 
provides are largely inciden-
tal to the upscale sex store’s 
mission to make buying vi-
brators fun for everyone, in-
cluding Great Aunt Millie.

For instance, Babe-
land doesn’t play overly 
loud music — worth one 
point towards the senior-
friendly certifi cation — 
but that’s to allow for an 
ease of conversation be-
tween patrons and employ-
ees over the benefi ts of cer-
tain lubes, or the proper 
maintenance of silicon 

sex toys, according to Ba-
beland spokeswoman Pa-
mela Doan.

“Being able to speak 
easily is crucial to our 

BY LAUREN GILL
Oh beer! 

Beloved Red Hook 
pub Rocky Sullivan’s 
is closing its Van Dyke 
street location and mov-
ing its operation to a new 
space down the street, 
one of the Irish watering 
hole’s drink slingers con-
fi rmed. 

“We’re moving,” said 
a bartender who declined 
to give his full name be-
cause he didn’t have the 
authority to disclose 
more information. “We 

might be closed for a little 
bit and it might be a few 
days for us to get every-
thing set up.” 

The bar announced 
on its Facebook page on 
Wednesday that it is being 
“forcibly removed” from 
its location on Van Dyke 
and Dwight streets, where 
it has been pouring up 
drinks since 2007.

 The new incarnation of 
the popular drinking den 
will open in a building at 
Beard and Dwight Streets, 
which used to house dive 

bar Lillie’s before it closed 
in 2007.

And the barkeep said 
that the only thing that pa-
trons will have to adjust to 
might be the time of their 
walk to and from the bar, 
since the team is taking 
all of the elements of its 
homey space with them. 

“Everything is going 
with us so it will be the 
same thing,” he said. 

The Beard Street loca-
tion will be the third space 
that Rocky Sullivan’s has 
occupied in Brooklyn 

since moving here from 
Manhattan. 

Patrons can guzzle one 
last lager at Red Hook’s 
original Rocky Sullivan’s 
on Thursday, according to 
its Facebook page. 

The website DNAInfo 
 fi rst reported  the news of 
its impending move. 

The building’s owner 
did not respond to a re-
quest for comment. 

Rocky Sullivan’s last 
call (34 Van Dyke Street 
at Dwight Street in Red 
Hook). Oct. 27 from 8 am.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Call it Saks Third Avenue.

The swanky Manhattan 
department store opened a 
“Saks off Fifth” outlet on 
Third Avenue in Sunset 
Park, and locals say the 
name recognition is re-
ally strengthening Sunset 
Park’s brand.

“I think it’s great for 
the area, because Saks is 
such a big name,” said life-
long Sunset Parker Sanad 
Zahrieh, who came out to 
peruse the store with fam-
ily. “It’ll bring a lot of jobs 
and hopefully encourage 
other big brands to come 
and invest in the area. No 
one use to come here — it 
was a dead zone — so it’s 
great to see Sunset Park 
getting some attention.”

Clothiers opened the 
store in Liberty View In-
dustrial Plaza — between 
30th and 32nd streets — on 
Oct. 13. It purports to offer 
styles from the Manhat-
tan fashion mecca at lower 
prices, but items can still 
cost a pretty penny. Shop-
pers can pick up a Marc 
Jacobs bag for $39.99, a 
Chloe dress for $1,499.99, 

and a whole lot in between, 
which is a good range for 
the average Brooklynite, 
one shopper said.

“It’s always great to get 
some love in Brooklyn, and 
I think this new location be-
ing a discount store makes it 
more within reach for fash-
ionistas on a budget like my-
self,” said Bay Ridgite Mar-
garet Sullivan. “It’s a nice 
looking place. It really has 
all the bells and whistles, 
but I’m still fi nding things 
for $30, $40, $50. I see myself 
coming here a lot.” 

The store had a steady 
stream of customers roam-
ing the aisles on a weekday 
afternoon. Hot pink neon 
signs gave the dimly lit, in-
dustrial space a punch of 
color. And it is even draw-
ing Brooklynites who typi-
cally travel to inferior bor-
oughs to do their shopping, 
another said.

“I usually drive out 
to Staten Island to shop,” 
said Bensonhurst resident 
Amanada Talmadge. “So 
it’s kind of nice to have 
another reason to explore 
a different part of Brook-
lyn.”

SAKS FIFTH TO ME!
Fashion outlet opens in S’Park

Red Hook bar Rocky Sullivan’s moving

The sex-agenarian 
shoppers’ paradise
Park Slope’s Babeland is certifi ed for seniors

FASHION FINDS: Lifelong Sunset Parker Sanad Zahrieh shops in 
the new Saks off Fifth outlet on opening day. 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

IT’S SAKS THIRD AVENUE: The outlet store opened its doors in 
Sunset Park on Oct. 13. Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

Continued on page 5

OLD FAITHFUL: Claire Cavanah’s Babeland, retailer of sex toys 
like this purple thingamajig, has been named one of Park Slope’s 
most geezer-friendly stores.  File photo / Sebastian Kahnert
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s retro Coney — in full 
color!

The formerly bare walls 
of Valerio’s Way in Luna 
Park are being trans-
formed into a vibrant art 
walk that highlights the 
People’s Playground’s past. 
Luna Park commissioned 
Sheepshead Bay street art-
ist Danielle Mastrion to 
paint a three-walled trib-
ute to Coney Island, and 
she aims to make the work 
a monument to the area’s 
history. 

“I actually call the mural 
a walk through time,” said 
Mastrion. “It’s supposed to 
be Coney Island’s past and 
present.”

Once completed, the mu-
ral will span three walls 

with tributes to iconic 
structures and more than 
a century of the neighbor-
hood’s history. Sites such as 
the Elephant Colossus, the 
original entryway of Luna 
Park predecessor Dream-
land Amusement Park, and 
a recreation of a 1940s Miss 
Coney Island will line the 
walls.

Mastrion has worked on 
the fi rst of three walls for 
more than two months. In 
it, a fanciful mermaid queen 
with the Parachute Jump as 
her crown greets beach-go-
ers. The background cur-
rently features a skyline of 
rides, but will soon include 
a cityscape of western Co-
ney Island’s high-rise apart-
ment buildings to empha-
size that the nabe is more 

than just a tourist attrac-
tion.

“I feel it’s important to 
add the cityscape of Coney 
Island, because I wanted 
to make sure it wasn’t just 
the seaside and the rides — 
that’s the part that gets a lot 
of love, but there’s a whole 
neighborhood here — that 
needs to be highlighted,” 
said Mastrion. 

The Southern Brook-
lyn native frequented the 
People’s Playground with 
her mother as a kid. To 
this day the neon signs 
for rides that no longer ex-
ist stick out in her mind, 
evoking the warm memo-
ries of summer trips to 
the beach with family that 
inspired her to create the 
mural.

“There are so many 
happy memories I have 
about this place,” she said. 
“A lot of people have neg-

ative things to say about 
Coney Island, but to me, 
it’s never been negative, 
and I want to show that in 

a mural.”
Mastrion aims to com-

plete all three walls by Jan-
uary. 

The past is her 
‘Playground’

CAPTURING CONEY: Danielle Mastrion is working on a mural that chronicles the history and evolution 
of Luna Park and Coney Island.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Mural highlights Coney Island’s history
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business,” she said.
And the store’s wide 

aisles — earning Babeland 
another point — were de-
signed for new moms, not 
grandmas, according to 
Doan.

“It was originally de-
signed with strollers in 
mind,” said Doan. “But it’s 
ultimately easy for every-
one.”

The sex-toy store does 

offer workshops specifi -
cally geared towards se-
niors, including a recent 
talk from “Naked at Our 
Age” author Joan Price, ac-
cording to Doan.

With the award, Ba-
beland joins the ranks of 
shops some would think 
more typical of a senior 
shopping spree, includ-
ing Neergarrd Pharmacy 
on Seventh Avenue be-
tween President and Car-
roll streets, Juiceland on 
Ninth Street between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, Brooks 

Vacuums and Sewing Ma-
chines on Seventh Ave-
nue between 11th and 12th 
streets, and both Windsor 
Shoes locations — one on 
Fifth Avenue, and one on 
Prospect Park West.

Still, as senior-friendly 
as Babeland is, there’s still 
room for improvement, es-
pecially when it comes to 
making good vibes for el-
ders, Doan said.

“It’s not like there’s cer-
tain vibrators that are good 
for you if you’re over 70,” she 
said. “That’s not a thing.”

SENIORS
Continued from page 3

BY LAUREN GILL
Brooklyn Heights cel-
ebrated 50 years as New 
York City’s fi rst historic 
district with a rededication 
of a plaque commemorating 
its exclusive status at the 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety last Friday. 

And the man who led 
the charge to get the brown-
stone-lined neighborhood 
protected as city power bro-
ker Robert Moses attempted 
to destroy the neighborhood 
with his Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway said the desig-
nation helped save the low-
rise nabe from becoming 
yet another luxury condo 
enclave.

“It’s lucky that we got it 
designated because given 
the way development has 
taken over, there wouldn’t 
be very much left,” said Otis 
Pearsall, a Willow Street 
lawyer who formed the His-
toric Preservation Commit-
tee of infl uential civic group 
the Brooklyn Heights As-
sociation in the ’50s. “That 
would have been a tragic 
loss for the nation, much less 
Brooklyn and the city.” 

In recognition of Brook-
lyn Heights’ preservation 
of the past, the National 
Park Service presented the 
neighborhood with a plaque 

in 1965 declaring its histori-
cal signifi cance, making it 
the third nabe in the coun-
try and the fi rst in the city 
to hold the honor. 

Offi cials passed the New 
York City Landmarks Law 
the same year and the neigh-
borhood was designated as 
the city’s fi rst ever historic 
district in November. 

But someone stole the 
plaque years ago and the 
National Parks Service cre-
ated a replica that it adorned 

to the Pierrepont historical 
society building in recogni-
tion of its half-century on 
the register. 

In a historic district, 
there are height restric-
tions and homeowners must 
follow strict rules meant to 
guarantee the stock of 19th-
century row houses remain 
just as charming as they 
were when horse and bug-
gies roamed the streets.

Pearsall says that Brook-

LOCAL LEGEND: Neighborhood preservationist Otis Pearsall was 
instrumental in getting the historic district designated. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

THEY MADE 
HISTORY!

Brooklyn Heights: 50 years a landmark

Continued on page 10
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said. “You really have to 
dig deep and make a huge 
impression and that re-
ally reminds me of what 
a drag performer does — 
they kind of exaggerate 
their experience.”

But the aliens in 
“Queens of the Night” 

will vary from both the 
operatic tradition of a 
“pants role” and from the 
traditional lip-syncing 
drag show.

“We’re going to be 
playing with those tradi-
tions — our defi nition of 
drag is a little bit more 
expansive than men in 
blonde wigs and heels im-
personating a woman,” 
said Heard. “We’re inter-

ested in exploding that 
gender binary and letting 
each performer be any 
kind of queer.” 

During the show, the 
alien performers will 
strut down a runway 
into the audience, and 
some members may fi nd 
themselves the object of 
queenly attention.

“There are going 
to be a couple of sur-

prises snuck in,” said 
Heard. “And one of our 
aliens may not be too 
happy.”

“Queens of the Night: 
Mozart in Space” at Na-
tional Sawdust [80 N. 
Sixth St. between Wythe 
and Kent Avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–
8455, www.nationalsaw-
dust.org]. Oct. 31 at 7 pm 
and 10 pm. $25–$50.

Continued from page 1 

MOZART

BY LAURA MELTZER
This beer bar may be fi lled 
with spirits!

The Diamond Bar in 
Greenpoint will host a 
seance on the eve of all 
Hallow’s Eve in an at-
tempt to commune with 
the spirits of Green-
pointers past. During 
the “Season’s Seance,” 
on Oct. 30 in the bar’s 
basement, 20 patrons 
will join hands with self-
proclaimed English psy-
chic and medium Paula 
Roberts and hope for 
contact with the other 
side. But those hoping to 
chat with former Green-
point residents Mae West 
or Mickey Rooney will 
likely be disappointed, 
says the ghost whis-
perer.

“There can be no hope 
of who one contacts. It’s 
not a phone system,” Rob-
erts explained. “It is for 
the other side to make con-
tact, if they want to and 
are able to.”

While preparing for the 
seance, Roberts said that 
she has been contacted by 
three recently deceased 
people from Greenpoint, 
as well as several spirits 

who are associated with 
the Diamond Bar location. 
Still, ghosts can be fi ckle 
guests, so there is no guar-
antee they will appear. 
She encourages attend-
ees to come with “an open 
mind.”

“One cannot conjure 
up anyone at our will, 
it is entirely up to the 
other side, not us,” she 
said. 

But Roberts will try 
her best to contact those 
who have passed on. 
First, she plans to give 
guests an overview of the 
spirits she has already 
contacted. Then Rob-
erts will attempt to put 
herself in a “trance-like 
state,” during which she 
hopes to reach two people 
who spent a lot of time in 
the bar’s location during 
their lives. These spirits 
might appear at the se-
ance as they did in life, 
she said, or they might 
show themselves by using 
the surrounding environ-
ment.

“There can be noises, 
changes in temperature, 
lights going on and off, wa-
ter running, odd smells,” 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
You’ll want to catch this 
purr-formance!

A new mews-ical about 
two sisters training their 
cat for a spot in the illus-
trious Moscow Cat Cir-
cus will pounce into Wil-
liamsburg next week. The 
creator of “Vera & Valya & 
The Magical One Cat Cir-
cus,” opening at Standard 
ToyKraft on Nov. 3, says 
the show has enough plot 
twists and extra elements 
that it may leave the audi-
ence cat-atonic.

“It’s really delight-
ful. It’s got a little bit of 
everything, music, danc-
ing, good jokes, bad jokes, 
really bizarre irony, and 
full on slapstick tum-
bling,” said Nadja Leon-
hard-Hooper, who wrote, 
directs, and acts in the 
show. “And in the middle 
of all this are these two 
very strange, lovable Rus-
sian women doing stand 
up comedy in the middle 
of a folk tale.”

The play centers on 
Vera and Valya, two cat-
training sisters in rural 
Russia who audition their 
kitty Skazka — who looks 
like a normal human man 
— for the Moscow cat cir-
cus. But the circus director 

is a detective is disguise, 
who accuses the sisters of 
kidnapping a young boy 
and raising him to im-fur-
sonate a feline.

The sisters strive to 
keep their unusual fam-
ily together with a series 
of shenanigans, even as 
the real ringleader of the 
cat circus appears at their 
door. The bizarre string 
of events has its roots in 
Russian fairy tales, said 
Leonhard-Hooper.

“The Russian fairy 
tales inspired the show 
because the inconceivable 
happens all the time,” 
said Leonhard-Hooper. 
“There’s no sense of what 
someone ultimately is. 
A character could trans-
form into different ani-
mals, or die and get pieced 
back into something else. 
There’s just a sense that 
people aren’t so worried 
about what people are in 
these fairy tales, and to 

me, there’s something re-
ally lovely in that.”

L e o n h a r d - H o o p e r 
strove to mirror the wild 
story telling conventions 
of those tales while craft-
ing her whimsical yarn. 

“They are these really 
fantastic journeys that 
keep growing to the point 
where you forget what 
story you’re in,” she said. 
“It’s like you’re watching 
someone riding a horse 
through four different 
stories and you’re barely 
hanging on and keeping 
up.” 

Standard ToyKraft’s 
space is a perfect locale 
for the performance, said 
Leonhard-Hooper.

“It looks like what I 
picture the sisters’ insane 
set-up would be,” said Le-
onhard-Hooper. “It has 
beautiful church pews 
and hanging lanterns. It 
just feels right for the en-
ergy of the show.”

“Vera & Valya & The 
Magical One Cat Circus” 
at Standard ToyKraft 
[722 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Manhattan and 
Graham avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–3163, 
www.standardtoykraft.
org]. Nov. 3–19, Thu–Sat 
at 8 pm. $15.

CAT’S OUT OF THE BAG: A new musical play opening on Nov. 3 
features sisters Vera (Sarah Traisman) and Valya (Nadja Leon-
hard-Hooper), who train their cat Skazka (Collin Knopp-Schwyn) 
for the Moscow Cat Circus.  Jonathan Slaff

HAPPY MEDIUM: Clairvoyant counselor Paula Roberts hopes to 
contact Greenpoint residents who have passed on, during a seance 
at the Diamond Bar on Oct. 30. Paula Roberts

No kitten! Circus cat play 
features human im-fur-sonator

Psychic to call ghosts 
to Greenpoint bar

Continued on page 8
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 
400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 
works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 
notice an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would come 
back without it. After investigated this now 
phenomenon here’s what they found: During 
the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 
travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All 
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 
Even better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative pressure 
actually sucks the herniated material back into 
the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 
a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-
umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 
herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-
ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 
and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about a power walk! 

Hundreds of Hillary 
Clinton supporters threw 
on their best Clinton-esque 
pantsuits and marched 
across the Brooklyn Bridge 
to show their solidarity 
with the presidential can-
didate on Saturday, and 
even though many of the 
marchers might not have 

their own closet lined with 
the one-stop-shop outfi t, 
they still applauded Clin-
ton’s trend-setting and 
years-long embrace of the 
fashion. 

“It’s not my style but I 
love that she wears them,” 
said Andrea Reese, a Park 
Sloper who unlike Clin-
ton’s designer digs, donned 
a makeshift teal pantsuit 

she made out of separates. 
“I love that she doesn’t do 
this sort of traditional fem-
inine appearance, I think it 
represented an important 
part of who she is.”

The march was one 
of seven that took place 
around the country to pay 
tribute to Clinton’s mono-
chromatic go-to and rally 
supporters — whom in the 

past she has jokingly called 
the “ Sisterhood of the Trav-
eling Pantsuit ” — ahead of 
Election Day. 

The horde of partici-
pants donned pantsuits of 
all persuasions — business 
casual, festive, patterned, 
and bright — as they 
chanted and held signs 
with sayings such as “B---- 

Hill fans campaign in … style?

FAN FAVORITE: (Left) A couple hundred Hillary Clinton support-
ers donned their best pantsuits to march over the Brooklyn Bridge 
for National Pantsuit Day. (Center) Olympic fi gure skater Michelle 
Kwan even made an appearance. (Above) Andrea Reese said pant-
suits aren’t quite her style, but she likes Clinton’s white getup the 
best.  Photo by Jolene Siana Continued on page 10

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!
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pleats” “Nasty women get 
s--- done” (thanks, Don-
ald Trump!) and “Pantsuit 
power.” 

Clinton has modeled her 
signature style in all forms 

— and may even have  taken 
inspiration from Death 
Row Records hip hop art-
ists  — but Reese said that 
her favorite pantsuit to see 
on the nominee nods back 
to a time when women were 
also fi ghting to gain power.

“I like the white because 
it makes me think of the 

suffragettes,” she said.
Once marchers made 

their way over the bridge, 
they gathered at Clinton’s 
Pierrepont Street head-
quarters to unleash their 
rally cries, which included 
an appearance from Olym-
pic fi gure skating medalist 
Michelle Kwan.

SUIT
Continued from page 9

lyn Heights’ landmark sta-
tus has been instrumental in 
maintaining the old-school 
allure of the neighborhood 
where everybody knows ev-
eryone, while the rest of the 
city becomes overrun with 
impersonal sky-high apart-

ment buildings.
“It’s a pathway to a gen-

tler and more attractive 
era,” he said. “You can see 
the sky, for example. It has 
a tendency to cause neigh-
bors to know each other 
and pay attention to each 
other, it’s not like a bunch 
of fi ling boxes for people 
where they don’t have any 
identity at all.” 

He said that not much 
has changed in Brook-
lyn Heights from when he 
was fi ghting to preserve it, 
thanks to the designation, 
except for a few new restau-
rants and shops. 

“There’s a lot of satis-
faction in have done what 
we did,” he said. “It is very 
much the same because of 
the operation of the law.” 

HISTORY
Continued from page 5

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a Go-wanus!

The long-awaited federal 
cleanup of the Gowanus Ca-
nal got underway on Tues-
day as crews began pulling 
large pieces of debris from 
the passageway’s noxious 
waters. And to see the reme-
diation get underway after 
years of community meet-
ings mapping out the water-
way’s cleanup was a fulfi ll-
ing moment for at least one 
local who is part of a panel 
designed to fi nd the best way 
forward for the scrub.

“We did a lot of work in all 
our meetings hearing about 
these activities and to see 
them moving forward at this 
point is exciting,” said Mar-
lene Donnelly, who is part of 
the Gowanus Canal Commu-
nity Advisory Group.

Crews will remove 36 
large objects — including two 

boat wrecks the federal gov-
ernment determined have 
no historical signifi cance 
— from the Fourth Street 
basin behind Whole Foods 
over the next two weeks, ac-
cording to Natalie Loney, 
who is the project manager 
for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. Ahead of the 
removal, the agency used so-
nar to map out the fl oor of the 
basin and found objects in-
cluding a tree, eight support 
pilings, and several tires, she 
said.

Loney said the feds have 
a good idea about what they 
will fi nd lying beneath the 
disgusting waters, includ-
ing bikes and shopping 
carts, but also said that they 
might stumble upon some 
unexpected fi nds within the 
murky depths that is known 
in folklore as a dumping 
ground for bodies.

“We expect to fi nd what 
you normally fi nd in an ur-
ban setting,” she said. “So 
there will be urban debris, 
there may be some sur-
prises. I can’t expect what 
they might be.”

Once the objects are 
pulled up from the sludgy 
abyss, they will be unloaded 
onto a barge, where crews 
will wash and clean them 
before taking out recyclable 
materials. Any of the toxic 
sediment that comes up will 
be taken to an off-site facil-
ity.

Air monitors positioned 
along the canal will keep an 
eye on the air quality as de-
bris is taken out and the sedi-
ment — which contains toxic 
coal tar — is shaken up, al-
though Loney said that she 
doesn’t expect there will be 
high spikes of contaminates 
fl ooding the Gowanus air.

Gowanus cleanup begins
Fourth Street basin fi rst stop on Canal’s road to rebirth

GOING UNDER: Crews started pulling up large debris from the Fourth Street basin of the Gowanus 
Canal.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Canine owners are beg-
ging the city for a fenced-in 
dog run in Marine Park 
to give their four-legged 
friends a safer place to run 
around and socialize. The 
idea has many Marine 
Parkers wagging their 
tails, because it would pre-
vent their dogs from run-
ning out into the middle 
of the street after a ball, 
according to one of 550 
pooch owners who signed 
a petition asking for the 
dog park.

“I just love the idea 
of a fenced-in dog park 
so people don’t have to 
worry about their dogs 
running out of the park, 
it also gives them the 
ability to exercise and 
help the people who 
don’t have dogs feel bet-
ter about being in the 
park with all the dogs 
around,” said Dari Li-
tchman, who brings her 
mixed-breed mutt to the 
green space every day. 

Four-legged friends are 
allowed to run free in the 
borough’s largest park be-
fore 9 am and after 9 pm 
— everywhere except the 
playgrounds, ball fi elds, 
and natural areas — but 
they must remain on 
leashes in daytime hours, 
according to a Parks De-
partment spokeswoman. 

Owners hardly obey, 
however, and they often 
don’t pick up the unpleas-
ant gifts that their dogs 
leave behind — but a dog 
run could fi x both issues, 
according to Carmine 
Zanca, who started the pe-
tition.

“A lot of people they 
want a dog run, but a lot 
also complain that people 
don’t pick up after their 

dogs. People let their dogs 
run and they go crap and 
don’t pick it up,” he said. 
“We have about 600 signa-
tures on the petition, and 
a lot of people are looking 
forward to it.”

The city is  giving Ma-
rine Park a $5-million 
face-lift  — including  new 
bocce ball and tennis 
courts  — but a dog park 
is not on the to-do list, 
said a Parks Department 
spokeswoman.

“Parks welcomes all 
community input, and we 
encourage all local resi-
dents to share their Parks-
related interests with their 
local community board. A 
dog run is not part of the 
renovations currently in 
progress at Marine Park, 
and we have not received 
any requests from the 

community to add one,” 
she said. 

The idea is not popu-
lar with everyone, but if 
the community can get be-
hind it, the local council-
man said he would throw 
them a bone.

“There are as many 
people who don’t want 
it, who do want it,” said 
Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D-Marine Park). “I don’t 
have a dog in that fi ght. 
Whatever the commu-
nity wants — if we can 
develop a consensus — 
it’s fi ne with me.”

The petition addresses 
state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Marine Park), who 
plans to meet with lo-
cal civic groups over the 
next few weeks to discuss 
the idea, said spokesman 
John Quaglione.

Begging for it

PLAYING AROUND: Marine Parker Felipe Acevedo and his dog 
Diablo like having access to the whole park to walk around and 
play in instead of a tiny fenced-in dog run.  
 Community News Group / Julianne Cuba 

M’Park owners, dogs, want pooch run

said Roberts.
Diamond Bar owner 

Dave Pollack says that 
there have been ghost 
sightings at the venue, 

and he has high hopes 
they will return for the 
event.

“Several bartenders 
have felt a presence down 
in the basement over the 
years, so we are excited 
to see what turns up,” he 
said.

“Season’s Seance” 
with Paula Roberts at 
the Diamond Bar [43 
Franklin St. between 
Cayler and Quay streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
5030, www.thediamond-
brooklyn.com]. Oct. 30 at 
8 pm. $10.

MEDIUM
Continued from page 6
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METRO PLUS

LOOKING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE?

WONDERING HOW 
YOU CAN AFFORD IT?

Nov. 17, Dec. 1 & 15
Building 1, 4th Floor Auditorium

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Jacobi Hospital

1400 Pelham Parkway South • Bronx

Nov. 12
Auditorium

11:30 AM to 4:00 PM

Nov. 18, 22 & Dec. 2
Conference Room 3
3:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Queens Hospital

82-68 164th Street • Queens

Nov. 18 & Dec. 6
Auditorium

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Dec. 2 & Jan. 6
Auditorium

12:00 PM to 2:00 PM

Elmhurst Hospital

79-01 Broadway • Queens

MKT 16.212

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

JOIN US FOR A FREE SEMINAR
and learn about no-cost or low-cost health insurance options available through MetroPlus.

Nov. 18 & Dec. 14
Conference Room 1
2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Nov. 30 & Dec. 21 
Conference Room 3

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Woodhull Hospital

760 Broadway • Brooklyn

Dec. 7 & Jan. 25
E Building Lobby

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Dec. 3 & Jan. 28
T Building Auditorium
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Kings County Hospital

451 Clarkson Avenue • Brooklyn

Nov. 15
Conference Room 5

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Nov. 29
Conference Room 4

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Lincoln Hospital

234 E. 149th Street • Bronx

For detailed location information and to 
RSVP, please call:

1.866.303.9629
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