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BY COLIN MIXSON
They’ve got an appetite for obstruction!

Park Slopers have banned a devel-
oper from replacing the Fifth Avenue 
Key Food with an outlet of upscale gro-
cery chains Whole Foods, Cit-
arella, Balducci’s, Grace’s 
Marketplace, or Eataly 
as part of a deal they 
struck with the builder 
in exchange for their 
approval to erect a 
new apartment build-
ing on the site.

High-end empo-
riums are hungry for 
a taste of the expensive 
neighborhood, but many 
longtime locals can’t actually 
afford to shop at them and want to en-
sure their beloved low-cost supermar-
ket is succeeded by another store that 
fi ts their budget, according to one resi-
dent who was on the negotiating team.

“They’re just things that won’t work 
in this neighborhood,” said Ayana Mu-
hammad, a property manager at local 
housing organization Park Slope North 
Housing Development Fund Corpora-

tion. “They come in and they 
see the high rent prices, but 

fail to realize there’s a 
long list of people that 
have lived here for 20, 
30, 40, and some even 
50 years.”

After months of 
discussions, devel-

oper Avery Hall Invest-
ments has also agreed 

to allot 22,000 square feet 
— around half a football 

fi eld — to a new grocery store 
on the site at Baltic Street, in a building 
that will include 165 apartments.

That’s a smaller market than the 
roughly 30,000-square-foot Key Food 
currently there, but far more than the 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about getting your 
kicks.

Workers at upscale 
sex-toy store Babeland 
in Park Slope may soon 
be getting lessons in 
martial arts as part of 
their new union-negoti-
ated benefi ts package be-
cause homophobes and 
other bigots sometimes 
get a bit too frisky at the 
shop.

“We asked for a num-
ber of different safety 
trainings, which in-
cludes self defense, be-
cause customers do get 

physical,” said Stella 
Casanave, a non-binary-
gendered Windsor Ter-
race native who works at 
the mom-and-pop shop’s 
SoHo outlet. 

The move comes af-
ter a recent rise in ho-
mophobes entering the 
shop and targeting their 
venom at queer and 
transgender employ-
ees, prompting workers 
to request martial arts 
training and other secu-
rity measures.

Babeland staff sub-
sequently voted to orga-

Sex store workers learn karate
Martial hearts!

FANCY FREE
Slopers ban upscale markets from Key Food site

Continued on page 19

Super scary!
Superkids Shaun and Sophia Vasquez had a super time at Prospect Park’s Haunted Walk on Sunday. For more, see 
page 2. Photo by Jolene Siana 

7,500-square-foot space that Avery Hall 
had originally pitched  after it inked a 
deal to buy the property last year , and 
most residents at a meeting unveiling 

the deal on Nov. 1 said they were satis-
fi ed with the compromise.

“This feels like a win,” said local 

KEY FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Park Slopers love this trusty Key Food so much, they want to 
make sure it gets replaced with a similar down-and-dirty supermarket when a new apart-
ment building goes up on its site.

Continued on page 13
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Call it Brooklyn’s Graveyard! 

Pint-sized ghouls, goblins, 
and their parental poltergeists 
took over Prospect Park on 
Sunday, shuffl ing through the 
annual Haunted Walk and Boo 
at the Zoo events in Brooklyn’s 
Backyard, which organizers 
say aim to both entertain and 
scare Kings County’s trick or 
treat set.

“We blur the lines between 
scary and fun,” said Prospect 
Park Zoo’s master of scare-
monies Amber Lea Kincaid. 
“Some adults and kids get a 
kick out of it, but we‘ve seen 
some kids and even some 
adults get pretty frightened. 
It’s the best of both worlds.”

Park staff worked them-
selves to the bone turning a 
zoo barn into a haunted me-
nagerie, which included a 
skeletal horse and werewolf, 
Kincaid said.

And elsewhere in the park, 
costumed kids ran a gauntlet 
of zombies, vampires, wicked 
witches, and the ever-popular 
Headless Horseman at Prospect 
Park’s Lookout Hill, for the 37th 
annual Haunted Walk. 

The creepy tree-lined jaunt 
was a little too spooky for some 
very young attendees, but the 
more sedate fair at the walk’s 
end — which featured far less 
spooky food trucks, carnival 
games, and face painting sta-
tions — was fun for appari-
tions of all ages, according to 
one mom. 

“We thought it would be a 
little too scary for her, but it 
was great,” said Greenwood 
Heights dweller Erin DiL-
eva of her 1-year-old daughter 
Charlotte, who came dressed 
as a cookie with mom and dad 
Anthony respectively as the 
Cookie Monster and Big Bird. 
“We loved it.”

PARK AND STORMY
Prospect offers thrills and chills for Bklyn trick or treaters

ARE YOU AFRAID OF THE PARK?: (Clockwise from top) The Headless 
Horseman spooked kids on the Haunted Walk. Eight-year-old Jacey 
Lewis Eberhart rode in with a certain extra terrestrial. A creepy char-
acter in the Haunted Walk. Nine-year-old Kayla Gilbert. One-year-old 
Charlotte DiLeva dressed as a cookie alongside Cookie Monster dad 
Anthony and Big Bird mom Erin DiLeva. Photos by Jolene Siana

Halloween in boo-klyn
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By Caroline Spivack

It’s a fiesta! 
The soulful rhythms of Latin 

American ballroom dance will slide 
into Clinton Hill and step-step-kick-
off the 10th annual Brooklyn Salsa 
Congress and Dance Festival on Nov. 
11. The event, which takes place at the 
Brooklyn Masonic Temple, welcomes 
even those who cannot tell salsa — the 
king of Latin dance — from the slow 
and sensual bachata or the fast and 
f lashy cha-cha, said the director of the 
festival. 

“It’s open to everyone. We want to 
introduce people to Latin dance and for 
people to come and have fun learning 
and trying the different styles,” said 

Arelis Beato, who founded the Tropical 
Image Dance Company in Sunset Park.

The Friday night event will showcase 
fancy footwork from dance companies 
from across the city, including Tropical 
Image Dance Company, Bronx salsa 
team Descarga Latina, and the city-wide 
Mambo All-Star Jam, among others. 

The performances will be followed 
by a chance for the audience to mingle 
with the professional dancers, get some 
one-on-one lessons, and show off their 
own moves. While DJs spin, revelers 
taking a break from dancing will be able 
to visit food stands and local vendors.

Those entranced by Friday night’s 
dancers can hit a Saturday afternoon 
boot camp to learn salsa and bachata 

choreography at Tropical Image’s Sunset 
Park studio, followed by a chance to try 
out the moves at an after-party. A party 
on Sunday night in Manhattan will con-
clude the festival.

Beato, known as “Magic Feet” in the 
mambo community because of her rapid 
steps and technical mastery, began the 
Salsa Congress 10 years ago as a fund 
raiser for Tropical Image, which offers 
free or discounted dance classes to kids 
in Sunset Park. The project of getting 
kids off the street and into the studio was 
a reaction to the neighborhood’s lack of 
after-school programming, she said.

“As the years went by and I saw the 
different needs of the kids, [the dance 
company] started to develop as a fun, 

safe place for kids to come,” said Beato, 
who grew up in Park Slope and Sunset 
Park. “It’ll be a fun festival, but it’s also 
for a good cause.”

Brooklyn Salsa Congress and Dance 
Festival at the Brooklyn Masonic Temple 
[317 Clermont Ave. at Lafayette Avenue 
in Clinton Hill, (718) 638–1256, www.
brooklynmasonictempleny.com]. Nov. 
11, 8 pm–2 am. $30–$40. Weekend pass 
$65–$75.

Dance Performance Boot Camp and 
After Party at Tropical Image Dance 
Company [475 41st St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Sunset Park, (646) 481–1818, www.
brooklynsalsa.com]. Nov. 12. Boot camp 
at 2 pm, party 9 pm–2 am. $40 ($10 for 
party only).

Latin dance festival celebrates 10 years
Mambo No. 10

Split decision: Ballroom dancers 
Jonathan Pitre and Arelis Beato show 
off their salsa moves at the Tropical 
Image Dance Company’s Sunset Park 
studio.  (Above) Destiny Pino practices 
her moves. Photos by Jordan Rathkopf
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Call it a station house of hor-
rors!

Park Slope police scared 
the pants off thousands of lo-
cal thrillseekers between Oct. 
26 and Halloween, transform-
ing the already-creepy base-
ment of the 78th Precinct’s 
headquarters into a true vi-
sion of horror full of off-duty 
offi cers disguised as wicked 
ghouls and a room fi lled en-
tirely with creepy clowns that 
were no laughing matter, ac-
cording to one cop.

“Downstairs is really gory,” 
said Sgt. Angelo Pirozzi. “You 

get a good scare going down 
there.”

Several celebrity musi-
cal guests also haunted the 
spooky Sixth Avenue slam-
mer, including Ramones 
drummer and Brooklyn resi-
dent Marky Ramone — who 
showed up on both Wednesday 
and Thursday to lurk in a cof-
fi n — and Misfi ts bassist Jerry 
Only, who signed autographs 
Sunday.

Ramone volunteered to 
join in after hearing about 
the event a few years back, 
Pirozzi said, then recruited 
fellow lover-of-morbid-music 

Only to join him.
“They’re into that horror 

punk stuff, so Halloween and 
all that stuff is pretty intrigu-
ing to them,” he said.

Attendees lined up around 
the block to get in to the spooky 
station house — Pirozzi es-
timates around 5,000 people 
passed through the precinct’s 
doors — and say the whole 
thing was frightfully good 
fun, with a scare truly lurking 
around every corner.

“When we fi rst went in 
there, you have to turn a cor-
ner, but somebody was right 

NYPD BOO!: The 78th Precinct’s Sgt. Angelo Pirozzi dons a mask of unrelenting horror to strike fear in the 
hearts of Park Slopers. Photo by Jolene Siana 

BY LAUREN GILL
These Hils have eyes.

Carroll Gardens parents 
used the neighborhood’s Hal-
loween parade last Sunday 
to make political statements 
by dressing their tots up as 
miniature versions of Hil-
lary Clinton and especially 
Donald Trump, according 
to parade-goers who say the 
pint-sized presidential candi-
dates generally refl ected the 
neighborhood’s liberal bent 
but were done in good fun.

“What I noticed was more 
anti-Trump costumes,” said 
Elisa Cheslak, who bucked 
the trend by dressing as Pe-
ter Pan with her 1-year-old 
daughter Sylvia and hus-
band Christian clad respec-
tively as Tinkerbell and Cap-
tain Hook. “Considering the 
election is just about a week 
away, it’s very timely and 
good for a laugh.” 

One dad took the commen-
tary to a new level by dous-
ing his 2-year-old son in fake-
blood to make him a “zombie 
apocalyptic Donald Trump” 
— lest other attendees at the 
annual Carroll Park event 
mistake his family for fans of 
the alleged perv.

“We were going to dress 
him up as Donald but all of 
the groping things came out 
and we decided it might not 
be such a good idea,” said 

C’Gardens tots 
go political for 

Halloween

DOOM-OCRACY: (Above) Jason 
Gallacher dressed his 2-year-old 
Jake as a zombie Donald Trump 
for the Carroll Gardens Hallow-
een Parade. (Below) Dennis and 
Chelsa Crowley dressed their 
5-month-old daughter Via as a 
mini-Hillary Photos by Jolene Siana 

Law and gore-der!
P’Slope’s 78th Precinct does haunted house

BY JULIANNE CUBA
He’s not David S. Pumpkins — 
he’s his own thing.

A Marine Parker says a pop-
ular “Saturday Night Live” skit 
has ruined his Halloween cos-
tume. Charles Mister was ex-
cited to show off the pumpkin-
emblazoned suit his wife bought 
him for Halloween this year — 
but after Tom Hanks wore it on 
the sketch-comedy show’s ab-
surdist “David Pumpkins” bit 
two weeks ago, it’s all anyone 

asks him about, he said.
“People are like ‘Are you 

pumpkin guy?’ and I’m like, 
‘No, I don’t want to be,’ ” said 
Mr. Mister, a public-school mu-
sic teacher. “I didn’t like the 
skit, I thought it was terrible. I 
don’t support that — I don’t sup-
port that pumpkin guy.”

His wife bought him the cos-
tume before the scene aired on 
Oct. 22, he said.

But the scene — in which 
a pumpkin-suited Tom Hanks 

and two skeleton b-boys are a 
haunted house’s least-scary at-
traction — has  become wildly 
popular , and  sales of the suit 
skyrocketed  after it aired.

Either way, Mister is in good 
company — Hanks tweeted he’d 
be wearing the be-jack-o-lan-
ternend ensemble on Halloween.

Good get-ups apparently run 
in Mister’s family — his son won 
“best costume” for his “headless 
boy” at the Marine Park Hallow-
een festival on Oct. 29.

HANKS A LOT: The “Saturday Night 
Live” character that ruined Mr. Mis-
ter’s Halloween. 

Marine Parker: SNL skit ruined my costume! 

Halloween in boo-klyn

SUIT OF ORANGE: Charles 
Mister — with son Kylen — in 
his pumpkin suit.

Continued on page 6 Continued on page 4
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BY LAUREN GILL
Famed Chinese artist and activist Ai 
Weiwei clashed with a fellow creative-
type during a discussion between the 
pair at the Brooklyn Museum last Sat-
urday, defending his right to recreate 
a photo of a dead Syrian toddler in a 
heated exchange. 

Ai told Cuban artist Tania Bru-
guera he didn’t “give a damn s---” about 
those who criticized him for posing for 
a photo  imitating 3-year-old refugee 
Aylan Kurdi  — whose body  was pho-
tographed after washing up on Tur-
key’s shores last year  — arguing that 
his job is to raise questions, not please 
others.

“I am an artist, I am not a priest,” 
he said to applause from the crowd. 
“If I cared like everybody else cared, I 
wouldn’t be an artist.”

Bruguera — an installation and 
performance artist who, like Ai, has 
been arrested and censored in her 
communist-led homeland — pushed 
him further on the question, but Ai 
fi red back by quizzing her on just how 
many people died in the Mediterra-
nean Sea this year.

After a few incorrect guesses, Bru-
guera protested that she mostly fo-
cuses on Cuba, and the cantankerous 
Ai accused her of not being a real po-
litical artist.

“Exactly — you don’t know the 
number, because you are not a full 
political artist,” he said, eliciting au-
dible gasps from audience members. 
“You are only a Cuban political art-
ist.” 

Ai’s appearance at the Prospect 
Heights gallery was his fi rst there 
since the Chinese government threw 
him behind bars for 81 days and seized 
his passport in 2011.  The museum 
hosted an exhibition of his work in 
2014 , but had to organize it by phone 
and e-mail.

The artist lived on Lorimer Street 

in Williamsburg for a period in the 
’80s while studying at the Parsons 
School of Design, and refl ected on 
the how much the neighborhood has 
changed during the 90-minute con-
versation.

“At that time the area was very 
quiet, there was no artists,” he said.

Audience members said it was a 
blast seeing and hearing the superstar 
artist in person, and one said that see-
ing him in the fl esh showed him that 
Ai is a regular human being and gave 
him hope that he can achieve the same 
levels of success. 

“It was thrilling. To see someone 
like that who’s been such a hero for 
so long and to see him kind of living 
and breathing and not this faraway 
fi gure is a reminder that he’s a per-
son and this is doable,” said Julian 
Hornik, who travelled from Connect-
icut for the talk. “This is a person 
who did this and not some god-like 
entity.”

The war of art
Ai Weiwei clashes with fellow 

dissident artist at Brooklyn Museum

IN CONVERSATION: Chinese artist and ac-
tivist Ai Weiwei sat down with Cuban politi-
cal artist Tania Bruguera for a sometimes-
heated discussion at the Brooklyn Museum 
on Oct. 29.  Community News Group / Lauren Gill 

Jason Gallacher, who buttoned a tiny 
suit jacket and bloody “Make Amer-
ica great again” sign on his young-
ster Jake. “We honestly just wanted to 
make it very clear where we stood po-
litically, and we thought it’d be more 
tongue-in-cheek to do something more 
obscure than just dressing him up in 
a suit.” 

The costume generated a lot of 
laughs — but not everyone was in on 
the joke, Gallacher reports.

“A lot of people took pictures, and 
a lot of people commented that it was 

one of the best costumes they’d seen,” 
he said. “I got a few weird looks from 
people that may have been Trump sup-
porters.” 

Other families opted for more apo-
litical themes, including full clans 
dressed as Star Wars characters and 
pirates. But one attendee said it still 
seemed like some adults were even 
more excited about the costumed ca-
pering than their kids.

“It’s always nice to see the kids en-
joying it and the parents enjoying it 
even more sometimes,” said Katie Iv-
ish, who came with husband Scott 
Chinn and their 2-year-old Desmond 
as  Muppet trio Mahna Mahna and the 
Snowths .

Continued from page 3 
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Fall back into fitness.
That’s the message Retro 

Fitness Club, the state-of-the-
art Park Slope fitness facility, 
is sending out this season to 
anyone who wants to shape 
up. 

Sometimes to spring 
ahead, falling back into a 
good workout routine is the 
way to go. 

Retro Fitness is making 
it affordable with a $1 enroll-
ment fee and small process-
ing fee, offered for a limited 
time. 

“We are a low-cost, high-
value gym,” says George 
Perez, the club’s manager.  

The $19.99 per month mem-
bership provides access to 
60–75 pieces of cardio equip-
ment with personal LCD tele-
vision screens, three differ-
ent types of circuit training 
equipment, the Retro Movie 
Theater, Retro Blends Juice 
Bar, group classes, personal 
training, child sitting, tan-
ning, and the pro shop featur-
ing Under Armour apparel. 

It’s a lot more than the aver-
age gym offers, for sure. 

Many fitness centers don’t 
allow children at all, but Retro 
Gym offers on-site babysit-
ting six days a week. Parents 
who have long wanted to flat-
ten their bellies can do so 
with peace of mind, knowing 
their children are supervised, 
and have access to games to 
keep them interested and 

entertained. Babysitting is 
available Mondays through 
Fridays, 8:30–10:30 am, and 
5:30–8 pm. On Saturdays, it’s 
offered, 9 am–noon.

Come for classes like 
Zumba, spinning, kickbox-
ing, and boot camp. The pro-
fessional staff focuses on 
helping customers get the re-
sults they want. 

Boredom is sometimes an 

issue for those working out 
on the treadmill, so Retro Fit-
ness has figured out a way 
to solve it. Treadmills sit in-
side a large, surround-sound 
movie theater so customers 
no longer have to be couch 
potatoes while catching up on 
films they would like to see. 
Each day a different movie is 
shown, and it is often some-
thing inspiring — “Rocky” 
comes to mind.  It works out 
great because when runners 
are focused on the film, time 
disappears, allowing a work-
out to become much more pro-
ductive. Movie requests are 
taken, so customers have in-
put into what they would like 
to see on the big screen. 

The 15,500-square-foot 
facility opened on Aug. 12, 
which means everything 
about it is still brand-new and 
sparkling clean.  

When workouts make 
customers thirsty, they can 
access the juice bar for pro-
tein shakes of a variety of 
flavors — peanut better, 
mocha, strawberry, and ba-

nana, among them. Custom-
ers can request their own 
blends, too. 

Retro Fitness has every-
thing covered. An apparel 
shop sells clothes, head-
phones, gloves, and other 
needed workout gear. 

A Rewards Program al-
lows customers to earn points 
that can be redeemed for 
prizes. Ask for details. 

“Like” them on Facebook, 
and read what customers have 
posted about the high-energy 
classes, staff professionalism, 
immaculate changing room, 
and beautiful space. You can 
also stay up-to-date with the 
motivational quotations they 
post: “Thinking about going 
to the gym burns between 
0 and 0 calories” and “Your 
body doesn’t go where your 
mind doesn’t push it.”

Retro Fitness [25 12th St. at 
Second Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 788–0123, www.Retro-
Fitness.com]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 4 am–mid-
night; Saturdays, 7 am–10 pm; 
Sundays, 7 am–8 pm. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Park Slope’s Retro Fitness gets you back in the game

BY LAUREN GILL
Maggie may — be yours!

The site of the borough’s 
fi rst “skyscraper” is up for sale 
as the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
have put an 11-story tower built 
as an homage to the famed 
Hotel Margaret in Brooklyn 
Heights on the market. 

Built in 1889, the  Hotel Mar-
garet  once stood on the lot at 
Columbia Heights and Orange 
streets, its 11 stories towering 
over Brooklyn Heights — and 
was the borough’s tallest build-
ing at the time. Over the years, 
the hotel housed several well-
known artists, including Betty 
Smith, the author of “A Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn.”

A fi re completely gutted 
the building in 1980, but the 
architect redesigning its re-
placement hoped to keep the 
memory of the original alive, 
incorporating elements from 
the hotel into the updated resi-
dential structure including its 
signature bay windows.

The building is currently 
zoned for residential use, but 
whoever buys it could seek the 

city’s permission to return it 
to its former glory as a luxury 
lodge, a church rep said.

“Currently they would 
have to get a zoning variance 
for a hotel, it’s in a residential 
district,” said Richard Devine, 
who is a spokesman for the re-
ligious organization, formally 
called the Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society. 

Staffers for the Witnesses 
have been living in the build-
ing’s 97 units for the past 
30 years, including Devine, 
who moved in shortly after it 
opened. 

“When it was brand new, 
my wife and I lived there for 
some years. We really enjoyed 
it,” he said. “We had beautiful 
bay windows, beautiful views 
of the Promenade and Lower 
Manhattan.”

The society has already 
sold off several of its holdings 
to Donald Trump’s son-in-
law Jared Kushner, who most 
recently bought their head-
quarters at 25–30 Columbia 
Heights for $340 million and 
plans to  convert into a sprawl-

ing offi ce complex .
Kushner also owns  fi ve 

other buildings that make up 
“Dumbo Heights”  — an offi ce 
campus with restaurants and 
shops and is reportedly  in con-
tract to buy a massive block-
sized lot at 85 Jay St . 

The Witnesses currently 
have four properties on the 
market, including “The Tow-
ers” at Clark and Willow 
streets, which was also for-
merly a hotel.

Devine said the Watchtower 
still has an open space next to 
the Brooklyn Bridge and hand-
ful of residential digs left to sell. 
The organization hasn’t set a 
fi rm deadline for when it wants 
to unload all of the properties 
and will sell of the holdings as 
quickly as the real estate offi ce 
can manage, he said.  

The Witnesses began mov-
ing into their new world head-
quarters in upstate New York 
ahead of schedule in August, 
according to Devine, and he 
expects most of the move will 
be complete by the end of No-
vember.

HOLY MOLY: The Jehovah’s Witnesses are selling off their property at 97 
Columbia Heights in Brooklyn Heights.  Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Tall order in Heights
 Witnesses unloading yet another building
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EIGHTH GRADE ENROLLMENT
HAS BEGUN!

Brooklyn Arts is the Hub of FRESH NEW TALENT
in NYC, located in the heart of Brooklyn

next to the Barclay’s Center.

Brooklyn
Auditions

11/16 at 4pm
11/19 at 9am
12/07 at 4pm
12/10 at 9am

345 Dean Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-855-2412  •  www.BrooklynArtsHS.nyc

B R O O K L Y N  H I G H  S C H O O L  O F  A R T S

BY LAUREN GILL
I’m going to say two words to you. Just 
two words.

“Parking spaces.”
There is a big future in parking 

spaces, and now’s your chance to get in 
on the ground fl oor, according to one 
real estate agent who claims the value 
of a hard-to-fi nd spot to store your 
sports utility vehicle is destined to go 
up, and if you’ve got $185,000 to spare, 
you can invest in a condo your car can 
call its own in upscale Cobble Hill.

“I sell a lot of townhouses, and one of 
the fi rst question people ask is, ‘Where 
am I going to park my car?’ ” said Lind-
say Barrett, who has 130 spots to un-
load for the new Parking Club on Pa-
cifi c and Court streets. “People don’t 
want to pay $6 million for a house and 
not have anywhere to park their car.”

The hefty price tag includes a deed 
to one of the guarded garage’s spots 
and membership to valet service Luxe, 
which brings people their cars within 
a coverage area that includes Park 
Slope, Cobble Hill, Carroll Gardens, 
Boerum Hill, and , surprisingly, up to 
125th Street in Manhattan. 

The valet service opens up the ga-
rage to people who live in other tony 
neighborhoods nearby but can’t be 
bothered to make the trek to their 
cars, said Barrett. 

“It would make this garage an ap-

pealing amenity for somebody who 
lives in Park Slope or Dumbo,” she 
said. “They wouldn’t say this garage is 
too far away.” 

Along with pick-up and drop-off ser-
vice, Luxe membership also includes 
such Porsche pampering as refueling, 
washes, monthly maintenance, and 
yearly registration inspections.

Drivers must pay taxes on their 
spots, between $800 and $920 a year, 
and pay a common charge of $140 per 
month, just like condo owners.

But all the money is being well-
spent, according to Barett, who says 
cash-rich car owners are making a 
sound investment that will only go up 
over time, as parking becomes more 
and more diffi cult to fi nd in a city 
whose population is exploding. 

“You are gong to get the escalated 
value of the parking spot,” she said. 
“Parking is a scarce resource that’s 
getting scarcer everyday.” 

There’s already a luxury parking 
garage in Park Slope, but the Cobble 
Hill iteration is the fi rst in the city to of-
fer valet service. Prices start at $185,000 
for a spot, but can go up to $230,000 for 
one of the garage’s coveted ground-fl oor 
spots because, as they say in real estate, 
“Location, location, location.”

So will you think about it? Will 
you think about it? Shh. Enough said. 
That’s a deal.

LIFE OF LUXURY: Drivers can park their cars in this new Cobble Hill Parking Club — for 
$185,000.  The Parking Club

Parking spot in 
C’Hill for $185K
Agent claims value will only go up!

Since 1906

By far the best Pizza in the Borough!

 Restaurant  Pizza  Bar
The Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn

451 Carroll Street, Brooklyn  718-852-7800

On-premise Parking
Lunch Tuesday - Friday  Dinner daily from 3pm
Brunch on Sunday’s  Private Parties Welcome

www.montesnyc.com

WE ARE NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH
3 Course Pre Fixe Lunch $20 per person

Choice of:

Appetizer  Entree  Dessert
À La Carte menu also available

Tues-Thur:
Friday:

Saturday
Sunday

11:30am - 10pm
11:30am - 11pm
10:00am - 11pm
10:00am - 10pm

NEWS HOURS

there and popped and scared me,” said 
Brownsville mom Tashenna Staton, 
who brought her 3-year-old daughter 
Iara Rollins. 

The 78th Precinct has a proud his-
tory of going all out for All Hallow’s Eve, 
but had stopped staging its haunted 

house in 2008. That all changed once 
Deputy Inspector Frank DiGiacomo 
took over as commanding offi cer and 
 brought the tradition back from the 
dead  last year, giving his charges free 
reign to design the haunted house of 
their dreams, according to Pirozzi.

“The new boss, he’s a big Halloween 
buff and he thought the haunted house 
was a fantastic idea,” Pirozzi said. “He 
gave his guys a lot leeway to build it out.”

Continued from page 3 

78TH PCT
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We’re right beside you helping you get the 
most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to 
help you plan for your future. Come to one of 
our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health 
workshops. You’ll get unbiased information 
to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if 
you’re wondering what’s next for you, join us for 
a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give 
you tools and advice to help you navigate life 
transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when 
you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442
or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS THE 
FIVE BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny
Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s the Afropunk Army.

Broke music lovers who 
want to attend the annual 
festival of black alternative 
bands and artists next year 
can get free tickets from 
Borough Presidents — if 
they volunteer some of their 
time. 

The tickets, which cost 
$45–$75 at  this year’s festi-

val  in Commodore Barry 
Park, will be given to those 
donating eight hours of their 
time doing things such as 
distributing fl yers for Bor-
ough President Adams’s 
upcoming town hall meet-
ing with the chair of the 
New York City Housing Au-
thority chairwoman Shola 
Olatoye and Councilman 

Help Beep, get 
free Afropunk tix

CHECK YO SELF: Ice Cube headlined this year’s Afropunk festival. 
 Associated Press / Ricardo Brazziell

BY LAUREN GILL
This movie theater is the 
shhhh!

The opening of the trendy 
new Alamo Drafthouse Cin-
ema Downtown has oldsters 
cheering its strict “No talk-
ing, no texting” policy that 
promises to kick out patrons 
disrupting their fellow mov-
iegoers because they are sick 
of putting up with loquacious 
viewers ruining their good 
time at the talkies.

“That’s the way it should 
be,” said senior Carolyn Lan-
gley, who lives Downtown. 
“You’ve paid your money — 
that is your time. There are 
people who come in and don’t 
mind talking, they’re asking 
somebody what’s going on 
and it shouldn’t be.” 

The cinema — which 
was founded in Texas and 
just opened its first Brook-
lyn location in the massive 

City Point complex on Ful-
ton Mall — is famous for its 
meal service and promise 
to  eject anyone interrupt-
ing the show , a two-strike 
policy in which managers 
and servers hand out warn-
ings to people carrying on, 
before giving the moviegoer 

the heave-ho the next time 
they’re caught gabbing or 
lighting up the room with 
their phone screen.

Langley said she often 
has to put up with chatty pa-
trons at the Regal and Cobble 
Hill cinemas on Court Street 
— sometimes even having to 
move her seats to get away 
from unruly blabbermouths 
— and is eager to try out 
Alamo for a more serene ex-
perience. 

Indeed, the strict rules are 
exciting for a lot of residents 
looking to fi nally sit through 
a movie in peace, according 
to one of the theater’s hon-
chos.

“There are so many peo-
ple who are anticipating this 
theater because there will 
be a place to have an unin-
terrupted experience,” said 
Christina Cacioppo, who han-

Loving the talkies, 
but not the talkers
Seniors cheer new, quiet Downtown cinema

SILENT FILMS: A mural in the 
newly opened Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued on page 18Continued on page 18
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Slapped
Police arrested a 20-year-old man 

for allegedly touching a teen girl’s 
butt inside a Seventh Avenue high 
school on Oct. 21.

The 14-year-old girl told police 
she was in the hallway between 
classes at the school between Fourth 
and Fifth streets at 9:50 am, when 
the suspect slapped her rear with 
an open hand. The suspect is not 
listed as a city employee, nor was he 
trespassing, making it likely he was 
student held back several years, ac-
cording to a police spokesman.

Bad turn
Cops busted a man for allegedly 

driving drunk after he made wild U-
turn on Sixth Avenue on Oct. 23.

The arresting offi cer was near 
Flatbush Avenue at 3:45 am, when he 
spotted the suspect veering into on-
coming traffi c as he made the turn 
in his 2005 Nissan Sedan, according 
to police. The patrolman pulled over 
the driver to fi nd that his breath al-
legedly reeked of booze, and he blew 
above the legal limit at the scene, 
cops said.

D’oh!
A man used a counterfeit $50 bill 

to make purchases at a Third Ave-
nue doughnut shop on Oct. 20.

A store rep told police that the 
forger bought about $15 worth of 
fried dough with the bogus bill at the 
store between 14th and 15th streets 
at 6:39 pm, before walking away with 
$35.45 in legitimate change.

Track attack
Cops collared a 60-year-old man 

for allegedly going on a berserk ti-
rade during which he slugged a 
man twice and threatened him with 
a glass bottle after screaming at 
straphangers inside a Flatbush Av-
enue subway station on Oct. 20.

The 54-year-old victim was inside 
the station near Grand Army Plaza 
at 8:16 am, when he spotted the sus-
pect acting wacky and bellowing at 
commuters, cops said.

The victim did his best to ignore 
the suspect and walked past him 
without a second glance, but the older 
man whacked him once on the shoul-
der and then again in the face, police 
said. The suspect then brandished a 
glass bottle and waved it about like a 
weapon, according to police. 

Teen terror
Cops arrested a 14-year-old boy 

after they say he tried to rob a guy 
on Flatbush Avenue on Oct. 19.

The 53-year-old victim told po-
lice he was near Atlantic Avenue at 
10:25 pm when the suspect walked 
up and allegedly said, “Empty your 
pockets. If you don’t, when I see you, 

I will hurt you.”
The suspect then motioned like 

he had a weapon tucked in his draw-
ers, but the could-have-been vic-
tim wasn’t buying it, and casually 
walked away without consequence, 
cops said. — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

This stinks
A box cutter-wielding bozo swiped 

$248 worth of soap and body spray 
from Court Street store on Nov. 1.

A woman told police she saw the 
lout fi ll an orange bag with bottles 
of Dove and Axe products at 8:49 pm 
and asked him if he was going to pay 
for it. He said he was, but when he 
got to the cash register, he threat-
ened an employee with the box cut-
ter and left with the ill-gotten toilet-
ries, according to authorities. 

Totes sad 
Some scoundrel stole a laptop, 

cash, and makeup from a woman’s car 
parked on Degraw Street some time 
overnight on Oct. 31, police said.

The victim told cops she left the 
items in a tote bag inside her 2015 
Toyota Rav 4, which she parked be-
tween Clinton and Henry streets at 
8:30 pm, and wasn’t sure if the doors 
were locked or not. 

When she returned at 9:30 am 
on Nov. 1, the bag — plus the Apple 
MacBook air, a black purse, prada 
sunglasses, a MetroCard, three 
credit cards, $50 worth of makeup, 
and $75 cash inside — were gone, 
police said. There was no damage to 
the car, offi cials said.

 — Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Knocked out
A teen thief broke into a senior’s 

Sands Street apartment while she 
was knocked out on sleeping pills 
and stole $2,640 cash, a cell phone, 
and laptop on Oct. 30.

The 67-year-old victim was fast 
asleep in her residence near Gold 
Street at 4:30 pm after taking sleep-
ing medication for her insomnia 
and awoke to fi nd the bandit rifl ing 
through her drawers. Upon seeing 
her wake up, the delinquent fl ed 
down the stairs with her belong-

ings, according to a report. 
The woman told cops she had the 

door chain on, but the intruder had 
broken it. 

Bagged it
Some fancy-pants fi lcher stole 

a $1,095 Gucci bag from an Albee 
Square store overnight on Oct. 22.

The store owner told cops the 
thief removed the bag from the shop 
near Fulton Street at some point be-
tween 11:55 pm and 8 am by cutting 
the wire to the display case. 

Wigging out
Police arrested a woman who 

they say tried to steal fake hair from 
a Fulton Street store then attacked a 
worker who confronted her about it 
on Oct. 25.

The worker saw the suspect tak-
ing the hair off the store shelves and 
placing it into her bag, and when she 
confronted the suspect about it, the 
suspect allegedly tried to push her 
way to the exit by punching, slap-
ping, and spitting on the employee, 
according to a report.

Late-night train
A trio of troublemakers pinched 

a guy’s phone and punched him in 
the face as he was riding the Man-
hattan-bound F train at York Street 
station on Oct. 29. 

The victim was on the locomo-
tive at 3:15 am when he saw the three 
punks walking between train cars. 
Upon arrival at York Street, one of 
the snakes held the train door open 
while another grabbed the victim’s 
phone from his hands and bashed 
him several times before fl eeing, 
authorities said.

Klein and dash
Cops cuffed a guy who allegedly 

stole $1,700 worth of Calvin Klein 
apparel from a Fulton Street store 
on Oct. 28.

The suspect allegedly took two pairs 
of gloves, three hats, and seven coats be-
fore cops arrested him, police said.

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Food fi ght
Cops cuffed the employee of a 

Fulton Street restaurant who alleg-
edly threw a bottle at a customer in 
the midst of an argument over an 
order of fried chicken on Oct. 30.

The victim ordered some poul-

try from the eatery near Washing-
ton Avenue at 4:40 am, but when he 
didn’t receive the right meal, he got 
into an argument with the worker, 
cops said. The employee then came 
out from behind the counter and al-
legedly hurled a bottle at the cus-
tomer, cutting the left side of his 
face, according to a report. 

Doubled trouble
A nogoodnik stole a delivery guy’s 

car after he left it double parked on 
Lafayette Avenue on Oct. 29.

The worker told police he left 
his car near South Oxford Street at 
3:50 pm while he dashed in to drop 
off the eats, but when he returned 
three minutes later, he saw the bad 
guy driving it away. 

Evil eye
Some punk punched a woman 

in the eye and stole her phone on 
Prince Street on Oct. 25.

The victim was near Tillary 
Street at 10:20 pm when the jerk 
came up and decked her in the face 
several times before stealing her 
phone and fl eeing, police said.

Bad cell service 
Police arrested a lady who they 

say hurled a cell phone at another 
woman’s head after she bumped into 
her on Tillary Street on Oct. 24.

The victim was exiting the ele-
vator in an apartment building on 
Prince Street at 8:10 am when she 
bumped into the suspect, who alleg-
edly became enraged and threw the 
phone at the victim’s forehead, ac-
cording to a report. 

Cracked 
Some brute broke a guy’s jaw as 

he was walking down the stairs to 
the Clinton-Washington G train sta-
tion on Fulton Street on Oct. 30

The victim was descending the 
stairs with a group of friends around 1 
am when they got into a fi ght with the 
bruiser, who punched the victim in the 
face, cops said.  — Lauren Gill

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE–DYKER HEIGHTS

Unsafe 
A burglar ransacked a woman’s 

77th Street apartment and made off 
with a safe full of jewelry on Oct. 28.

The woman came home to her 
fl at between Sixth and Seventh av-
enues at 9:30 am and discovered 
that someone had turned the place 
upsidedown and made off with a 
safe from a hallway that contained 
$27,000 worth of jewels, including 
a Cartier watch and diamond and 
sapphire earrings, police said.

The jewel thief entered the apart-
ment by forcing open the back 
kitchen door, and cops conducted a 
canvas but did not fi nd the burglar, 
offi cials said.  — Caroline Spivack
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Keep your 
home, family

& finances 
above water

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a miracle!

Someone returned four Torah scrolls 
worth $240,000 that were  stolen from a 
Midwood synagogue in late October . 
Congregants were understandably ex-
cited, the shul’s leader said.

“They were returned in perfect 
condition, and we are ecstatic that we 
got them back,” said the synagogue’s 
president, who asked his name not be 
printed.

A sacrilegious sneak stole the four 
hand-written scrolls — which were 
commissioned specifi cally for the 
place of worship — on Oct. 25, during 
the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, 
which celebrates the holy texts and the 
start of the liturgical calendar.

The suspect, who was wearing black 
clothes and a black yarmulke, entered 
the shul between E. Eighth and E. 
Ninth streets sometime after 1 am, ac-
cording to police, who say he may have 
gotten a student studying there to let 
him in under the guise that he wanted 
to pray in the house of worship.

But the guy lingered instead and 
made off with the scrolls at about 4:30 
am, offi cials said. Members discovered 
the theft when they went to the syna-
gogue for morning prayer the next day. 
But the books were back within a few 
days.

Surveillance video from the Ave-
nue O Synagogue shows a man roll up 
and unload the handwritten holy texts 
from a minivan around 12:30 am on 
Oct. 28.

The man, who does not appear to be 
wearing anything to cover his face or 
disguise himself, carefully places the 

four tomes at the foot of some stairs lead-
ing into the shul. 

The sacred scrolls appear to be cov-
ered in a garbage bag to protect them 
from rain, video shows.

Scrolls like the ones stolen are often 
made of special materials such as ko-
sher animal skin and can take up to six 
months to transcribe, but their value 
comes from the labor put in, render-
ing them of little worth to the average 
black-marketeer.

A gilded case that housed the tomes 
and was also stolen may fetch a pretty 
penny, though, according to con-
gregants.

This is not the fi rst time a pricey 
copy of the sacred text has been 
lifted from a Brooklyn shul — some-
one  smashed a car window in Crown 
Heights and took a Torah  from the 
back seat in 2009.

A REASON TO CELEBRATE: Members of the shul dance around the four stolen Sifrei Torahs 
that were mysteriously returned.  Avenue O Synagogue

Torah! Torah! 
Sacred Jewish text stolen from — 
then returned to — Midwood shul

THIEF: Police are looking for this man who 
they say stole the shul’s four Torahs.  
 Avenue O Synagogue 
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Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Certain 
restrictions may apply. Call for details.

1-800-STEEMER®  |   stanleysteemer.com
FOR A CLEANER  HEALTHIER HOME™

Cleaning Completed By 11/30/16
Promo Code: 15NP

15% OFF
ANY CLEANING SERVICE

CARPET  •  TILE & GROUT  •  HARDWOOD  •  UPHOLSTERY •  AREA RUG

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It was like the Spook-a-Rama 
came alive!

Pint-sized pirates, robots, 
and candy-crazed zombies in-
vaded the People’s Playground 
on Oct. 29 for the Coney Island 
Children’s Halloween Parade. 
The freak fest marched down 
the Boardwalk from W. 19th 
Street to Luna Park at W. 10th 
Street for a day-long fest featur-
ing face-painting, magic shows, 
and free amusement park rides. 
And trick-or-treating tots had a 

blast, said one parent. 
“My kids loved it so much,” 

said Coney Islander Soledad 
Soria, who came out with her 
son and daughter dressed as 
Sonic the Hedgehog and a pony 
respectively. “They love get-
ting all dressed up and danc-
ing around. They really en-
joyed seeing the other kids’ 
costumes and went on a ton 
of rides at Luna Park. It was a 
great day.”

Families came out from 
across the borough for the 

Boardwalk bash — and some 
planned their costumes weeks 
in advance.

Sheepshead Bay resident 
John Calandra worked for 
two weeks transforming a Ra-
dio Flyer wagon into a Mister 
Softee ice cream truck for his 
2-year-old son Luke. The card-
board creation featured a Blu-
etooth speaker system that 
blared the frozen treat-purvey-
or’s jingle on repeat. The cos-
tume grew out of Luke’s love 

It’s Coney Argh-land!

BOO ON THE BOARDWAK: (Above) Karissa Olsen strikes a pose as Rey 
from “Star Wars: The Force Awakens.” (Center) Savannah Castillo marched 
down the Boardwalk as a spooky, cracked china doll. (Left) Three-year-
old Jeremiah Burrowes dressed as Spider Man. Photos by Joshua WinataContinued on page 19
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Sign
me up!

THE LOWEST 
COST Health 
PLAN in town.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

Isaac Lief. 
Typically, locals wouldn’t get a say 

in the development, but the land falls 
under an urban renewal plan, so any 
changes there will require the city’s 
sign-off, and residents were able to ex-
ploit the arrangement to secure another 
affordable grocery store, according to 
one local pol.

“It was clear the city was much less 
likely to grant them the change to the 
urban renewal plan unless we reached 
a good deal around the supermarket,” 
said Councilman Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope).

In addition to blacklisting the afore-

mentioned luxury grocers, the devel-
oper has agreed to give locals a say in 
which markets will be approached to 
operate the more compact supermarket 
on the site, and to try to sign the even-
tual winner onto a 20-year lease.

The operators will be required to 
set aside at least half of the shopping 
space for foods that need to be pre-
pared at home, and 30 percent of the re-
tail area must be reserved for perish-
able goods. 

The new development will include 
182 subterranean parking spots, al-
though shoppers will likely have to pay 
to use it, according to local S.J. Avery 
(no relation to the developer), who was 
also on the negotiating committee.

Avery Hall is also including 41 below-
market-rate units in its development.

A bevy of Brook-
lyn Republicans 
are boycotting 

the Nov. 4 conven-
tion to select the 
county party’s next 
head. Bay Ridge law-
yer Ted Ghorra and 
former assemblyman 
Arnaldo Ferraro 
are both vying for 
the chairmanship, 
and the upcoming 
meeting is a  court-
ordered do-over  of 
 last year’s raucous 
caucus  — which a judge recently in-
validated.

But a faction backing Ferraro plans 
to not show up, because members claim 
the judge’s ruling was wrong.

“I don’t know how many people who 
are not affi liated or not supporting Ted 
Ghorra will be there,” said Stephen 

Maresca, a district leader in the 49th 
Assembly District who has endorsed 
Ferraro but is not attending.

Others boycotting include former 
chairman Craig Eaton, who backed 
Ferraro last year, and Lucretia Re-

gina-Potter, a Republican district 
leader in the 46th Assembly District 
who is challenging Assemblywoman 
Pamela Harris (D–Coney Island) for 
her seat.

Ferraro won last year, but a judge 
invalidated the results, claiming the 
party’s vote-vetting committee un-
fairly threw out ballots for Ghorra. 
Ferraro partisans are planning a legal 
challenge to the upcoming convention, 
they said.

The new York State Republican 
Committee called the convention, 
and state party chairman Edward 

Cox will preside over the vote. Allow-
ing the state to oversee in these situ-
ations is standard practice, and the 
committee hopes both sides attend to 
unify the Brooklyn Republican Party, 
according to an attorney for the New 

York State Republican 
County Committee.

“Our intent is to run 
a fair meeting. We hope 
everyone attends,” said 
Jeff Buley. “We hope 
both sides take this op-
portunity to unify, and 
what we want is one 
recognized slate of of-
fi cers to represent the 
county, not two com-
peting slates.”

• • •
Assemblyman Dov 

Hikind (D–Midwood), 
who  previously indicated he’d support 
Donald Trump in the Nov. 8 presiden-
tial election , has announced he’s instead 
writing in House Speaker Paul Ryan.

Hikind discounted fellow Dem Hil-

lary Clinton long ago, because she 
supported the Iran nuclear deal, but 
he recently had to dump Trump after 
the Donald’s poor showing at debates 
and revelations he has bragged about 
groping women.

• • •
A 2017 bid for District Attorney by 

Councilman Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) is “defi nitely on the table,” ac-
cording to a source close to the law-
maker.

The senior legislator spent 11 years 
as a prosecutor in Queens before be-
ginning his political career.

The rumor mill recently reported 
that Gentile was  angling for a judge-
ship , but the  untimely death of District 
Attorney Ken Thompson  opened the 
seat to people who may not have chal-
lenged the late legal eagle. The coun-
cilman declined to comment.

• • • 
The city has yet to reinstate two 

Board of Elections workers suspended 
after the Democratic voter purge that 
mucked up the April presidential pri-
mary. Attorney General Eric Schnei-

derman is still investigating, a rep 
from his offi ce said.

Faction will boycott 
GOP chairman vote

PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA

Continued from cover

KEY FOOD
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Bay Ridge’s “spite wall” is gone — now 
meet the “spite fence.”

The city  shut down an 87th Street 
man’s illegal home enlargement a de-
cade ago , but he refused to clean up the 
half-built project, instead letting a sin-
gle, ugly wall loom over the block for a 
decade. Offi cials  demolished the parti-
tion on Oct. 20 citing safety concerns , 
but a construction fence that encircled 
it for the last year will remain up until 
the property owner cleans up demoli-
tion debris.

But neighbors are not optimis-
tic that will happen, considering the 
man’s apparent obstructionist bent.

“Well, he doesn’t have the greatest 
track record, so if that fence is only 
going down when he’s ready for it to 
go down, then welcome to the neigh-
borhood, because that thing doesn’t 
sound like it‘ll be coming down any 
time soon,” said Lawrence Hennessy, 
who lives a block away from the con-
struction site. “That whole thing is one 
big mess.”

Robert Cunningham built the wall 
in 2007 as part of a home expansion, 
but he didn’t have the proper permit 
and the city slapped him with a stop-
work order.

Apparently angered at the setback, 
he refused to dismantle the barrier 
and fought the city for 10 years until of-
fi cials determined it was in danger of 
collapse and sent workers to demolish 
the wall’s unstable sections, according 
to a Department of Buildings spokes-
man.

But even though the wall was dis-
mantled, the unsightly construction 
fence a few feet in front of it cannot be 
removed until the area is no longer a 
construction zone — and for that to 
happen, Cunningham must demol-
ish the remaining extension and fi ll 
in holes he dug on the property, said 
a spokesman for the Department of 
Buildings.

But it took nearly a decade to 
knock the wall down and neighbors 
are skeptical that Cunningham is in 
any hurry to repair the lot, accord-
ing to one area resident who said the 
fence is only a marginal improvement 
over the wall.

“It took this long just to get that 
thing down, and he didn’t even take it 
down himself — the city did. So yeah, I 
think it’s probably safe to say it’s going 
to be there for a while,” said Jon Gian-
nini, who lives around the corner on 
Colonial Road. “But it’s a step up from 
the wall. You don’t have to worry about 
a cinder block coming from out of no 
where and taking you out.”

Cunningham could also ask the city 
for a permit to fi nish the construction 
he began a decade ago, which would 
be equally painful for neighbors, said 
Hennessy. 

“It’s his property. He can do what 
ever he wants, but can you imagine 
if the neighborhood went through 
all this just for it to start all over 
again?” said Hennessy. “I hope that’s 
not the case. But that wall was nick-
named the ‘spite wall,’ so if that’s 

HERE WE GO AGAIN: The “spite wall” on 87th Street is down, but a constrcution fence will 
remain up for the foreseeable future. Community News Group / Caroline Spivack 

Bad neighbors 
make bad fences
Ridge ‘spite fence’ replaces ‘spite wall’

Continued on page 19



COURIER LIFE, NOV. 4–10, 2016 15  DT

Planned Service Changes

F
WEEKENDS
11:45 PM Fri to 8 PM Sat, Nov 4 - 5
11:45 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon, Nov 11-14 & Nov 18-21

No trains between Church Av and Stillwell Av 

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

F service operates between 179 St and Church Av

Travel Alternatives: 
� Buses run between Church Av and Stillwell Av, stopping at Ditmas Av, 18 Av, Avenue I, 
  Bay Pkwy, Avenue N, Avenue P, Kings Hwy, Avenue U, Avenue X, Neptune Av, and W 8 St. 

� Transfer between F G trains and buses at Church Av.

� For direct service between Stillwell Av and Manhattan/Downtown Brooklyn, 
  take the D ( or Q instead.  

 

Stay Informed

 mta.info
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BY LAUREN GILL
This is the inside scoop!

The city must start fi xing the crum-
bling three-tiered section of the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway soon, or else 
it will need to shut the busy thorough-
fare for emergency repairs in a decade 
and send tens of thousands of cars to 
residential Brooklyn Heights streets, 
Department of Transportation offi -
cials say they have determined  after 
recently cutting into the decrepit road-
way for the fi rst time since it was built 
almost 70 years ago . 

“The structure has been out there 
60-some years and things are starting 
show their long life now,” project man-
ager Tanvi Pandya told community 
members at a meeting about the repairs 
on Nov. 1. “At this point we really need 
to start planning, otherwise in 10 to 12 
years we can expect that we’ll have to 
shut down the lanes day and night … 
there’s going to be major disruptions 
because obviously when people can’t go 
on the BQE they’re going to have to go 
on local streets.” 

Over summer, workers drilled into 
several spots in the triple cantilever 
bridge, which runs from Atlantic Av-
enue to Sands Street and is already 
10 years past its expected lifespan. 
Inside, they found scaffolding from 
when the thoroughfare was fi rst built 
in 1949, but fortunately nothing drasti-
cally wrong, Pandya said.

They conducted several tests on 
the concrete to fi nd out how durable it 
still is and found that it had been worn 
down from cold weather, and that a few 
more freezing winters will speed up 
the damage, according to Pandya. 

“If we have several winters with lots 
of snow we’re looking at quicker deteri-
oration of the structure,” she said. 

There are also many leaky joints 
that are causing extra wear and tear, 
she said.

Locals hounded the transportation 
reps with concerns about traffi c be-
ing diverted onto local streets during 

the repairs, but they assured residents 
that the contractor who gets the gig 
must keep Furman Street and three 
lanes of traffi c on the roadway open in 
every direction.

“There is no plan to shut Furman 
Street as of now,” said Bob Collyer, the 
city’s deputy commissioner of bridges. 
“Nothing is going to be shut down, 
we’re looking to keep traffi c fl owing.” 

Collyer also assured residents 
that they won’t have to deal with ad-
ditional construction from Mayor De-
Blasio’s planned streetcar, as he shut 
down plans the city had to bring the 
so-called Brooklyn-Queens Connector 
along Furman Street.

“The BQX had a proposal to run 
along York and Furman Street and 
along Columbia down towards the tun-
nel and I told them ‘You’ve got to stay 
away from the BQE or were just gonna 
stop it right now,’ ” he said. “If they’re 
coming by my structure, yes I get up-
set.” 

Funding for the reconstruction will 
come mostly out of the city’s coffers, 
and federal offi cials have promised 
they will also contribute, but the state 
is still refusing to kick in any cash, 
 despite demands from local residents 
and pols , according to Collyer. 

 State honchos were planning to 
fund the fi xes several years ago ,  but 
nixed their plans in 2011  after decid-
ing the decrepit hanging roadway 
wasn’t “urgent” enough, Collyer told 
the crowd.

The expressway is state-controlled, 
but Albany  has wriggled out of paying 
for the patch-up through a loophole  
that leaves it off the hook for fi xing 
highways that don’t meet specifi c fed-
eral standards. 

Repairs are expected to begin in 
2024 and end in 2029, although they 
could be done between 2021 and 2026 if 
the state passes legislation to allow the 
city Department of Transportation to 
use the same contractor for design and 
construction, the reps said.

Critical condition!
City cuts open BQE, fi nds it has 10 years to live

DRILL BABY DRILL: Workers cutting into the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway’s triple cantile-
ver bridge for the fi rst time in its 70-year of existence. NYC Department of Transportation
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HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP) is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in HIP depends 
on contract renewal. HIP is an EmblemHealth company. Plans vary by county. Limitations, copayments 
and restrictions may apply. Benefi ts, premiums and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 
1 of each year. The formulary and pharmacy network may change at any time. You will receive notice 
when necessary. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. This information is not a 
complete description of benefi ts. Contact the plan for more information. EmblemHealth complies with 
applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak other languages, language assistance services, free of 
charge, are available to you. Call 1-800-546-0131 (TTY/TDD: 711). ATENCIÓN: Si usted habla español, tiene 
a su disposición, gratis, servicios de ayuda para idiomas. Llame al 1-800-546-0131 (TTY/TDD: 711). 注意：
如果您講中文，我們免費提 供相關的語言協助服務。請致電 1-800-546-0131 (TTY/TDD: 711). Healthways and 
SilverSneakers are registered trademarks of Healthways, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries. © 2016 Healthways, 
Inc. All rights reserved.

Come to a free seminar near you to fi nd out more.
EmblemHealth is holding seminars in your area where you can learn all about our new high-quality, 
aff ordable Medicare Advantage plans for 2017. They include $0 and low premium plans with 
$0 copays and $0 generic drugs.* Also new for 2017 — the SilverSneakers® Fitness program 
at no extra cost. 

Refreshments will be served. We’ll explain how easy it is to switch to an EmblemHealth plan. The 
seminars are free, with no obligation; but, if you like, you will be able to enroll right on the spot!

H3330_126546 Accepted 10/24/16

CALL 1-800-546-0131 TTY/TDD: 711
8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week

Call today to reserve your spot. Open Enrollment ends December 7. 

A salesperson will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of 
persons with special needs at sales meetings, call the number above. You can also contact 

us for additional plan and enrollment information.

Save with our new $0 and low 
premium Medicare Advantage plans!

Free Seminar!

Choose the seminar that’s most convenient for you:

*At preferred pharmacies.

EmblemHealth South Brooklyn Sales Offi  ce
2482 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11214
November 5, 11 am to 12:30 pm

EmblemHealth South Brooklyn Sales Offi  ce
2482 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11214
November 12, 11 am to 12:30 pm 
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
                www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Ritchie Torres (D–Bronx) and pro-
moting awareness about programs 
that already exist but people might 
not otherwise know about. 

“We think even more so there will 
be folks that are already keen on go-
ing to the festival that are looking at 
this as a possible opportunity for pub-
lic service,” said Stefan Ringel, a Bor-
ough Hall spokesman.

Afropunk — which has expanded 
from Brooklyn to three other locations 
around the world — offered free tick-
ets in years past, but added a price tag 
for the fi rst time in 2015, creating the 
free-tickets-for-volunteer program to 
keep the show available to all Brook-
lynites. 

And Ringel said adding to those vol-
unteer opportunities was a no-brainer 
for the Beep’s offi ce. 

“Afropunk has an incredible cul-
ture surrounding it, of social activ-
ism merging with popular culture or 
in some ways counter-culture to raise 
consciousness on a variety of issues al-
ready,” he said. “It’s about activating 
the festival with a year round move-
ments that’s really plugged into public 
service.”

Details of next year’s festival 
aren’t available yet, but the two-day 
fest typically takes place in late Au-
gust at Commodore Barry Park in 
Fort Greene. Part performers have 
included Bad Brains, Cee Lo Green, 
Janelle Monae, Suicidal Tendencies, 
Lauryn Hill, Ice Cube, and Kelis.

To get involved, visit www.afro-
punkfestival.com.

dles programming at the cinema. 
But not everyone agrees that mov-

ies shouldn’t listen to what audience 
members have to say. One youngster 
we spoke to thinks the policy is un-
necessary, saying he’s never been 
peeved by chatter and claimed that 
patrons are able to patrol themselves 
without having to rely on monitors to 
keep the silence.

“I don’t think I’ll go because I 

don’t want to support somewhere that 
would impose such a harsh punish-
ment on something that is really not 
that serious,” said Davonte Henry out-
side of Regal Cinema.  

Cacioppo said staff will keep in mind 
that the cinema is located in chatty New 
York, though, and won’t be kicking peo-
ple out at the drop of an “ahh!”

“I think we’re going to be thought-
ful here,” she said. “Our staff are all 
New Yorkers so I think they’ll kind of 
get the difference between someone 
reacting to a movie and having a con-
stant conversation.” 

Continued from page 7 

TICKETS

Continued from page 7 

ALAMO
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nize through the Retail, Wholesale and 
Department Store Union in May, in 
large part because they thought man-
agement was not providing enough 
support for workers facing routine ha-
rassment at the hands of customers.

“Because the demographics of the 
work force are such, you do get people 
who are looking to target trans women, 
they’re looking to target young lesbian 
women,” said Phil Andrews, the union 
director who’s negotiating with Babe-
land on behalf of workers. 

Babeland owner Claire Cavanah 
said the problem is real and her busi-
ness is doing what it can to deal with 
it.

“There have been a bigger number 
of prank calls, and, in some instances, 
there are people who act inappropri-
ately in the store,” said Cavanah. “Peo-
ple just get kind of crazy, and we kind of 
stumbled in our actual store-manager 
positions there, and the hourly workers 
felt they were not being backed up.”

In addition subsidizing martial-
arts training, Babeland will provide 
seminars teaching employees how to 
support each other in confrontations, 
to formulate exit strategies, how to pre-
vent themselves from getting cornered, 
and to use verbal and physical cues to 
de-escalate threatening situations. 

Workers also deal with shoppers 
who fail to perceive the distinction 
between asking a salesman at Home 
Depot what brand of power sander he 
prefers, and inquiring whether a sex 
educator at Babeland prefers her hand-
cuffs with, or without fuzz, according 
to Andrews.

“It’s a sex-toy shop, so you have peo-
ple being a little ignorant and thinking 
that, because it’s a sex-toy shop they 

can ask questions like, ‘What vibrator 
do you use?’ ” Andrews explained. “It’s 
kind of creepy, but not intentional.”

On  last week’s edition of Brooklyn 
Paper Radio , Cavanah pointed out that 
it is store policy to not divulge if work-
ers there have taken any devices for 
a test ride, and instead just point out 
what product manufacturers purport 
their products do.

Babeland and employees are about 
halfway through bargaining negotia-
tions, and are expected to sign a con-
tract that will put the new training and 
security measures into affect some-
time before year’s end, Andrew said.

As always, the Park Slope Courier 
is hard on the Babeland beat. Just last 
week, we broke the news that the store 
is  certifi ed “senior-friendly,” thanks 
to its wide aisles, discounts, and quiet 
music .

KARATE SHOP: Upscale Park Slope sex shop 
Babeland is in talks to subsidize martial arts 
training for employees, who claim they are 
routinely harassed by customers.  
 File photo by Bryan Bruchman

Continued from cover

SEX SHOP

for the song, said Calandra.
“My son doesn’t care much for ice 

cream, but he loves that song, and I 
said, ‘If my son likes Mister Softee, then 
gosh darn it, I’m going to make him a 
Mister Softie truck for Halloween,’ ” 
said Calandra, who wore a branded T-
shirt matching his son’s costume. “I 
don’t know if we can top that next year, 
but we’ll certainly try.”

And the Calandras weren’t the 
only family who coordinated outfi ts. 

Bensonhurster Olivia Domingo and 
her two kids dressed as Daenerys Tar-
garyen and her dragons from the Home 
Box Offi ce series “Game of Thrones.” 
Domingo felt the so-called “Mother of 
Dragons” costume was apt considering 
she’d birthed her own beasties.

“We wanted to do something that 
would include the whole family,” said 
Domingo. “This is actually my fi rst 
time celebrating Halloween. I’m from 
Argentina, and we don’t really cele-
brate it there, so I wanted to get really 
creative. And since I have two little 
dragons, I thought it would be great to 
go as the Mother of Dragons.”

any indication the block isn’t out of 
the woods yet.”

The city will continue to issue fi nes 
to Cunningham, but it cannot forcibly 
clean up the property and remove the 
fence unless there is a clear and pres-
ent danger, a spokesman said.

“The [Department of Buildings] 

must follow enforcement procedures 
that are provided by law. An emer-
gency declaration can only be issued 
in the event that a condition poses a 
threat to the public. The owner will 
still be subject to additional violations 
if they don’t correct the condition or 
demolish the remaining portion of 
the wall,” said agency rep Alexander 
Schnell.

Cunningham did not return multi-
ple requests for comment.

Continued from page 14 
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Connect to Your Future  
at

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451
Free parking is available for this event

•  Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships & 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus, 
including the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, art 
studio, library and the state-of-the-art laboratories

•    Connect to current students

Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

Four more years! Or at 
least the closest thing 
to it!

The law of the land says 
we cannot re-elect President 
Obama to a third term, and 
the President himself is yet 
to go all Bloombergian on 
us and convince Congress to 
allow him to run one more 
time and save us from a — 
Gasp! — Hillary or — Gasp! 
Gasp! — Trump presidency.

But that doesn’t mean 
we can’t get another, better 
Obama in the White House, 
does it?

Election day is near, 
and during this worst of all 
worst campaigns, the only 
person in the spotlight who 
has acted any bit presiden-
tial — excluding the ineligi-
ble President himself — has 
been the First Lady. 

And here is why we should 
cast aside the two big-party, 
big-money candidates and 
#WriteInMichelle.

First, her  instant-classic 
speech at the Democratic Na-

tional Convention , in which 
she succinctly explained 
how during two terms in 
the spotlight, she had to 
routinely calm the nerves 
of her young daughters af-

ter they heard or read ter-
rible things said about their 
father on television, radio, 
in newspapers, and on the 
internet, included the ulti-
mate takedown of Trump — 
without even mentioning his 
name. And the catchphrase 
she coined — We Go High — 
would have made a perfect 
campaign slogan.

Second, her speech to the 
City College of New York’s 
Class of 2016 went viral in 
June after she not-so-subtly 
pointed out to the gorgeous 
mosaic of students in front 
of her that she woke up every 
day in a house built with the 
help of slave labor — send-
ing thousands of guys like 
myself to the internet to look 
up if that was, in fact, a fact. 
(It is). And she did it in a way 
that didn’t scream “Repara-
tions now” — she said it to 
bring us together. In the same 
speech she again hinted at 
the dangers of Trump, point-
ing out that in the last eight 
years, she has seen leaders 

who rule by intimidation 
and demonize and dehuman-
ize entire groups of people, 
and has learned that they of-
ten “do so because they have 
nothing else to offer.” And 
in those unmentioned lands, 
things don’t turn out well. 

Finally, it has never 
been more important in our 
country’s history than now 
to have someone in charge 
who can actually get people 
to work together. Sure, Mi-
chelle Obama has been doing 
what she can to make sure 
all Americans — especially 
kids — eat their vegetables. 
But it is her ability to keep 
her mouth shut about the 
easiest of targets — Hillary 
Clinton — that impresses me 
the most. And it just goes to 
show that she is willing to 
work with people she has no 
reason to like — a uniter, not 
a divider — which is some-
thing we all need to get be-
hind.

So it is no surprise that 
there has been a ground-

swell of support for the First 
Lady, who hasn’t made one 
bad move during eight years 
in the White House.

Of course there’s one 
problem: She doesn’t want 
the job.

But should that stop us 
from writing her in?

Well, there’s that and the 
fact that it would take a hell 
of a lot of write-ins to get her 
where she refused to go.

And it’s not without prec-
edent. Sure, it’s not for the 
presidency, but back in the 
1989,  Bay Ridgite Sal Alba-
nese was kicked off the pri-
mary ballot when a judge 
ruled his petitions invalid , 
and he was on the verge 
of losing his Council seat. 
Then something miraculous 
happened: Albanese won the 
primary as a write-in candi-
date.

Maybe somebody should 
give ol’Sal a call to rally the 
troops.

Vince DiMiceli is the edi-
tor-in-chief of Courier Life.

A NEW HOPE: MICHELLE FOR PRESIDENT

MY
COLUMN
VINNY

Vince DiMiceli

Forget deplorable Donald and crooked Hillary — America needs a third ‘Obama’ term
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Talented thespians at St. Ed-

mund’s Preparatory High School’s 
Theater Club presented an interac-
tive murder-mystery elbow tickler at 
their “Cookies, Cocktails, and Crime” 
fund-raiser.

The hilarious production had 
guests doing double duty as sleuths, as 
they quizzed the cast of suspects to un-
cover foul play and unmask the killer.

The play was directed by Peggy 

McEvoy, who led Broadway-bound 
seniors Kellie Diodato, Juliana 

Munoz, Mollie O’Brien, Gabriela 

Siniscalchi, and Skylah Fields — 

and sophomores Brian Jean, Alfred 

Caccamo, and AbbyGail Valcourt — 
in the award-winning performance.

Scott O’Donnell, the director of 
admissions and an alum of the theater 
group, wowed with his surprise ap-
pearance as Detective Reginald Har-
ris. 

The play was a huge success and 
raised pots of money for the school.

Standing O says, “Bravo, bravo!”
St. Edmund’s Preparatory High 

School [2474 Ocean Ave. at Avenue T in 
Sheepshead Bay, (718) 743–6100].

BOROUGH WIDE

Making Brooklyn great
You are “in good hands” with these 

awesome Allstate agents.
Flatbush agency owner Beverly Jo-

seph and her Bensonhurst colleague 
Lina Bennardo received Allstate’s 
“Agency Helping Hands” awards, plus 
$1,000 each for an organization of their 
choice. 

Agency owners, who must lead, 
mentor, or volunteer at a non-profi t to 
be nominated, were selected for help-
ing to advance Allstate’s mission, said 
the New York regional sales leader.

“Commitment to our communi-
ties is a natural extension of what we 
at Allstate do every day, which is pro-
tecting people from life’s uncertainties 
and preparing them for the future,” 
said Don Rubbo. 

Joseph selected the Flatbush YMCA 
of Greater New York, where she regu-

larly volunteers.
“The Flatbush YMCA truly makes 

a difference in the Brooklyn commu-
nity,” she said. “These grant funds will 
help this organization continue to im-
prove the lives of many people in the 
surrounding area.” 

Bennardo shared her good fortune 
with the Federation of Italian Ameri-
can Organizations of Brooklyn, where 
she volunteers, because of its positive, 
grass-roots infl uence, she said.

“These grant funds will help FIAO 
to continue to improve the lives of 
many people,” the winner added.

Boroughites should be proud of 
both recipients, said Rubbo.

“With support from the Allstate 
Foundation, Beverly and Lina are 
making Brooklyn a better, happier 
place to live.” 

Beverly Joseph [2805 Glenwood Rd. 
near Kenilworth Place in Flatbush, 
(718) 859–5111].

Lina Bennardo [1904 86th St. at 19th 
Avenue in Bensonhurst, (718) 234–1800].

BENSONHURST

New home
Mark it in your Palmcorder: Heart-

Share St. Vincent’s Services Ben-

sonhurst Family Services is moving 
from its old digs at 138 Bay 20th St. to 
a spiffy new location on Bay Parkway, 
but the staff will be making home vis-
its during their relocation to ensure 
no disruption in services for undocu-
mented residents, said the senior di-
rector of preventive services.

“We have three bilingual case plan-
ners, who can work well with the large 
Central American community from 
Guatemala and Ecuador,” said Sherry 

Brumel.

The Bensonhurst Family Ser-
vice Center helps nearly 100 families 
through eight case planners, a case su-

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

PARK SLOPE

Yippee! Standing O is sending 
out a warm welcome to Investors 

Bank on the grand opening of its 
latest Brooklyn branch.

The bank has cut the ribbon and 
opened the vault on another branch, 
this one in Park Slope. 

The whole neighborhood got in-
volved, including civic organiza-
tions, small businesses, and non-
profi ts, including The Park Slope 

Civic Council, CHiPS, and Good 

Neighbors of Park Slope which 
have partnered with the mega 
money machine to assist those in 
the community.

Investors will contribute funds 
to each organization as part of the 
grand opening.

Manager Andrew DeMauro 
held the giant scissors that got the 
party started — along with chief op-

erating offi cer Domenick Cama, 

Sofi a Apostolou, personal banker 
Njina James, customer service 
supervisor Krystal Carlton, cus-
tomer service associate Maryna 

Ostrovska, 18th Avenue branch 
assistant manager Liana Vayn-

traub, assistant branch manager 
Margarita Kordon, and Brook-

lyn Arts Council executive direc-
tor Charlotte Cohen.

DeMauro kept his eyes on the 
prize.

“We are focused on serving the 
customers and the community,” he 
said.

The branch is open for business, 
and the staff has been busy deposit-
ing, lending, and advising.

Welcome to the Slope, Investors, 
glad to have you.

Investors Bank [314 Seventh Ave. 
at Eighth Street in Park Slope, (347) 
889–5151].

Murder & mystery at St. Edmund’s 

Another investment for Investors

pervisor, and an offi ce manager. 
Services include individual, family, 

and group counseling; domestic vio-
lence prevention; creative art therapies; 
and training in parenting skills. Pro-
gram participants also are connected 
to vital resources, including informa-
tion on food stamps, housing subsidies, 
and employment opportunities. 

HeartShare St Vincent’s Services 
Bensonhurst Family Service [8718 Bay 
Pkwy. Seventh Floor, www.hsvsnyc.
org, (718) 331–1541]. 

BOROUGH PARK 

‘Pink’ pennant waves
Maimonides Medical Cen-

ter kicked off October’s Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month by 
raising a pink fl ag over the hospi-
tal grounds. 

Chief of breast surgery Dr. 

Donna-Marie Manasseh, chair-
man of surgery and Maimonides 
Breast Center director Dr. Pat-

rick Borgen, and chief of breast 
imaging Dr. Christina Giuliano 
hoisted the pink pennant outside 
the main entrance to cheers from 
onlookers.

An estimated 246,660 new 
cases of invasive breast cancer 
among U.S. women — and 40,450 
related deaths — will occur this 
year, according to estimates from 
the American Cancer Society, 
making pro-action essential.

“It is extremely important for 
women to get annual screenings 
and mammograms, because early 
detection is key in increasing the 
survival rate among breast can-
cer patients,” said Dr. Borgen.

Maimonides Breast Can-
cer Center is the borough’s only 
breast center fully accredited by 
the National Accreditation Pro-
gram for Breast Centers of the 
American College of Surgeons. It 
offers comprehensive screenings;  
diagnostic, medical, and surgical 
breast services; nutrition and ge-
netic counseling; and a full array 
of psycho-social support for pa-
tients and families.

Maimonides Medical Center 
[4802 10th Ave. at 48th Street in 
Borough Park, (718) 283–6000].
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To the editor, 
Who knew that a vote for Council-

man Brad Lander (D—Park Slope) 
would lead or entitle the councilman 
to pull a Colin Kaepernick in the 
Council chambers? 

His protest would be better served 
if it were directed at the NYPD — the 
real source of Black Lives Matter’s 
justifi ed concern. 

Perhaps the councilman could 
“take a knee” at the police precincts 
in the 39th District to register his 
concern. On his own time, of course.

He should be serenading the fl ag 
that enabled a nebbish like himself 
to escape St. Louis and wind up an 
elected offi cial in the whitest district 
in the solar system.

Michael Fenimore

Carroll Gardens

On yer bike, Col!
To the editor,

Reporter Colin Mixson and I were 
at the same Citi Bike hearing on Oct. 
20, but he seems not to have heard ( 
or reported on) much from the bik-
ers’ point of view (“A very civil war: 
Combatants remain calm at heated 
Citi Bike meeting,” online Oct. 25).

Nor did he report what I clearly 
heard: most people seemed to ac-
knowledge the bikes are a good thing, 
but are agreed that the locations 
should be cut back, usage patterns 
closely monitored for reassessment, 
and areas in front of doctors’ offi ces 
cleared of docks to allow access to 
the elderly. There were a number of  
speakers from both sides who said 
this isn’t a pro-con issue, but one we 
can work on together to fi nd a com-
promise. Lora Myers

Park Slope

Race 2016
To the editor,

Donald Trump has stated he 
didn’t pay any federal income tax, 
and I am sure there are many more 
in the same situation.

Knowing this, it’s a good time 
to establish the fl at tax, where all 
are equal and everyone pays their 
fair share. No more complicated tax 
forms. No special tax lawyers, etc.

Hillary Clinton, on your list of 
“fi rsts” in offi ce, how about changing 

the current tax system to a fl at tax?
Etta Dorf

Sheepshead Bay

• • •
To the editor,

I know that Hillary Clinton is not 
a perfect candidate, and there are 
signifi cant questions about her re-
cord and policies. 

The nature of American politics 
is that there is a viable two-party sys-
tem, and individuals have different 
beliefs. That is wonderful and I have 
friends of all political persuasions. 
We discuss things based on facts. 

One thing we all agree on is that 
we want a competent, mature indi-
vidual as president. Donald Trump 
has shown both by temperament and 
statements that he is not qualifi ed to 
be president. I grant you that he has 
raised legitimate issues on trade, on 
the e-mails, and several other topics. 
However, his actions clearly indicate 
that he is not capable of being a presi-
dent who is compassionate, and re-
spects all opinions and individuals.

Alan Podhaizer

Trump Village

• • •
To the editor,

I’m no fan of Donald Trump, but 
frankly I’m fed up with people criti-
cizing him for the allegations and 
claims made by women from the past. 
These women woke up much too late.  

Before Donald Trump cam-
paigned, he was a celebrity. We know 
what celebrities are all about. He was 
not much different and should be 
judged as such. All those allegations 
are between him and those women. 
Remember we had presidents who 
acted immorally in the White House. 

On the other hand, Hillary Clin-
ton, with a political career of 30 
years, can be judged as a politician. 
She will not free women (as if we are 
enslaved). She could not even free 
herself from a destructive, pathetic 
marriage. She is enslaved for her 
own political gain with a man who is 
an embarrassment to his family and 
the American nation. I would not put 
my trust in her as she jeopardized 
the safety of American people here 
and abroad by putting classifi ed in-
formation in harm’s way. 

I just read a report that a person 
who hacked her e-mails on her pri-
vate server was given two years in 
prison. She played dumb that she 
didn’t know what the  ‘C’ in the clas-
sifi ed e-mails stood for. Well, just for 
that dumb reply she should be re-
moved from any political positions. 

Name withheld upon request

• • •
To the editor,

To all Sen. Bernie Sanders’ sup-
porters who attended his massive 
rallies, I know how angry you must 
feel. Your hopes and dreams seemed 
to have been taken away from you. 
By thinking about voting for a third 
party will not only deny changes you 
hope to see, but will restrict your 
lives for the future. With Bernie in 
the race he was able to pull Hillary 
more to the left for things that would 
help everyone, not just a few. 

We also need to take back the Sen-
ate with Democrats who will work for 
the people and not deny problems ex-
ist, like many natural disasters that 
have affected many towns and cities. 

So with towns fl ooding, bridges in 
disrepair, train accidents, and gun 
violence, the Republicans are silent. 
What the Republicans will do is stall 
every program the president pro-
poses like business as usual. Take 
a look that these do-nothing legisla-
tors who refuse to vote for the next 
Supreme Court judge. Why? Because 
they want a judge who they think can 
be controlled to vote the way they 
want him to.

Sorry, it ain’t gonna happen. Take 
that to the bank! Jerry Sattler

Brighton Beach    

• • •
To the editor,

Donald Trump must have rocks 
in his head for saying Sen. John Mc-
Cain (R-Ariz.) was not a war hero 
because he was captured. What evi-
dence does Trump have that Senator 
McCain asked to be captured? He is 
extremely far fetched, to put it very 
gently, to imply it was McCain’s own 
fault. By Trump’s way of thinking, if 
there are any more prisoners of war, 
he will feel it is too much trouble to 
rescue them. Elliott Abosh

Brighton Beach

• • •
To the editor,

I’ve worked the elections for ap-
proximately 20 years, both as a poll 
worker and coordinator.

Everyone knows that there are 
problems in Brooklyn with the Board 
of Elections. In the last primary, in a 
small electoral district, we had 17 
affi davit ballots. People coming in 
as Democrats and not fi nding their 
names, voting, and then their votes 
not counting.

People who have died still have 
their names on the rolls, even though 
we bring this to the attention of the 
board. 

It not only annoys the relatives, it 

opens up other problems as well.
There was supposed to be an in-

vestigation, where are the results?
Bob Seidenberg

Brooklyn

• • •
To the editor,

Republicans have blocked Obama 
since he was originally elected in 
2008 with everything he tried to 
do, basically because he’s an Afri-
can-American and they couldn’t or 
wouldn’t accept the fact that a black 
man was elected president.

They have done everything and 
anything they could to derail him and 
prevent him from helping the coun-
try. From no jobs bill at the height of 
the U.S. bleeding 700,000 jobs a month 
after the Bush stock market crash, to 
ObamaCare, and fi nally to Merrick 
Garland, they have squashed even 
those bills that they originally sup-
ported. Their goal was to make him 
a one-term president, but luckily that 
didn’t work out for them.

Donald Trump is the original 
birther, and a racist, bigoted pig who 
treats women like objects for his own 
“enjoyment.” He harped on the birther 
issue for several years until Obama 
fi nally showed an acceptable birth 
certifi cate and then (along with Seth 
Meyers) made him the laughing stock 
at the annual correspondents dinner. 
To add insult to injury, the next night 
Obama got Osama bin Laden and sent 
him to a watery grave.  

Trump wants to ban Muslims, 
send Mexicans back to Mexico (even 
those who have been here for many 
years and even have children born 
here), take us out of NATO, along with 
using the bomb wherever and when-
ever he chooses. 

He would sell the U.S. to Russia and 
escalate war in the Middle East, along 
with ending all bank regulations, dis-
mantling the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and other agencies, some 
of which were started originally un-
der Republicans.

Both Trump and Republicans de-
serve what they’re now getting be-
cause of their treatment of Presi-
dent Obama. The Trump “tape” has 
squashed his run for the White House 
and sent  Republicans into a tailspin 
which hopefully will play to our ad-
vantage on November 8, and allow us 
to expand Obama’s legacy and keep in 
place those laws (including executive 
orders) that he and the Democratic 
Congress, who were in the majority 
from when he took offi ce until 2010, 
put into place.  Rosalie Caliendo

Gravesend

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Lander takes a knee, reader takes stand



COURIER LIFE, NOV. 4–10, 2016 27  DT

APY1APY10.51%
On balances of $5,000 or more1.00%

For the first 90 days

Complete Checking Plus

Join the Grand Opening celebration of our new Flushing Bank location at 61-14 Springfield Boulevard.  
As part of the celebration, you will earn a special interest rate of 1.00%1 for the first 90 days when you open 
a new Complete Checking Plus account at any of our branches.1 

1. New Complete Checking Plus account with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer is limited to one Complete Checking 
Plus account per household. The APY is effective October 17, 2016. The APY for Complete Checking Plus is 0.15% for daily account balances between $0 to $4,999. The blended annual percentage yield (APY) for Complete Checking Plus is 0.51% for daily account balances between $5,000 to $49,999 
and 0.59% for daily account balances of $50,000 or greater. The guaranteed rate of 1.00% will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90 day period the annual percentage yield will revert to 0.35% for daily account balances between $5,000 to $49,999 and 0.45% for daily 
account balances of $50,000 or greater. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield. If your daily account balance is less than $5,000 the interest rate paid on the entire balance in your account will be 0.15% 
APY. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open the Complete Checking Plus account. A minimum balance of $5,000 is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. Fees may reduce the earnings on the account. The rate and offer are subject to change and early termination without prior notice at 
any time. 2. New Complete Checking or Complete Checking Plus account with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer 
is limited to one Complete Checking or Complete Checking Plus account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new Complete Checking account is $25 and a new Complete Checking Plus account is $100. No minimum balance required to be eligible for the Bonus. Direct Deposit – You 
will receive $100 for signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit. Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 90 days after the account is opened. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card 
purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments – You will receive $50 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Debit Card Purchases and Online Bill-payments must be 
completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $200.  The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about the end of the month following the completion of the above qualifying transactions within the required 
time after account opening. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Celebrate With Us!
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Plus when you open a new Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account you can get up to $200.2

Hurry, this is a limited time offer. Call or stop by a branch today!

For more information visit your local Flushing Bank branch, go to www.FlushingBank.com, or call 800.581.2889.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

e don’t kill off our retir-
ees just because they’re 
not working anymore, 

so don’t worry about our fu-
ture robot overlords killing 
off us humans when we’re 
no longer working, either — 
which we won’t be, since ro-
bots will be doing everything 
faster and better than us, just 
as machines have been taking 
jobs from us since the inven-
tion of the saw mill.

And in that future, robot-
ruled time, we might have the 
choice to actually become one 
of the superbots by donating 
our brain after we die, then 
coming back (sort of) as the 
brain of a computer just like 
us, down to our likes, dislikes, 
sense of humor — and maybe 
even our looks.

That, my friends, was just 
part of the trippy argument 
going on at a monthly event 
called the Soho Forum, where 
free, open-to-the-public debates 
examine issues of interest to 
free-will–loving libertarians. 
I’m not quite sure how robots 
and libertarians find common 
cause, but in any event, the 
question to answer was: “Will 
robots eventually dominate the 
world and eliminate humans’ 

abilities to earn wages?”
One professor — Robin 

Hanson, an associate professor 
of economics at George Mason 
University — briskly insisted 
that in the future, we will see 
the ascendancy of “Ems” — re-
markably human robots that 
emulate us, because they’re 
modeled on our own brains. 
Or at least they’re modeled on 
the people who would make 
the very best worker-robots, 

claimed the author of “The Age 
of Em: Work, Love and Life 
when Robots Rule the Earth.”

But that’s not who will 
choose, said the “Robots will 
not take over” debater, Bryan 
Caplan, also an author and econ 
professor at George Mason, be-
cause when we get around to 
creating worker robots from 
human brain scans, we will 
scan only the most docile, effi-
cient workers, to create docile, 
non-human-killing Ems.

And this is where it started 
getting weird(er): Hanson be-
lieves that company chiefs 
will still want to hire the 
most-brilliant workers, which 
means they’ll end up cloning 
(or replicating, or whatever 
the word is) jerks.

“We expect the highest pro-
ductivity workers will be cho-
sen,” said Hanson.

In other words, the Ems 
will be clones of the cutthroat 
people most of us hate. And, 
being cutthroats, eventually 
they’ll cut ours throats.

“Although it may well be 
that the first five generations 
of robots will keep humans 
around because they feel some 
vestigial warmth toward our 
species,” Hanson said.

How comforting.
Caplan was having none of 

it. Why on earth would we clone 
the cutthroats who want to kill 
us, he asked. Well, over the eons 
we’ve had quite a lot of experi-
ence breeding new beings to do 
our bidding: Our pets and farm 
animals. We’ll do the same 
with humans — cloning the ab-
solutely sweetest ones who also 
have a fierce work ethic. 

“We’ve got 7 billion people 
to choose from,” he pointed out. 
“A normal employer has five.”

The moderator, Gene Ep-
stein, econ editor at Barron’s 
magazine, tried to make peace. 

“You’ll tweak it,” he nod-
ded to both.

Caplan was not convinced 
that the day of the Ems will 
ever come, because who would 
volunteer to become one?

“First thing, you’re actu-
ally dead. They have to slice 
your brain in pieces. Very few 
people would want their bio-
logical death in order to have a 
computer simulation,” he said.

“Today we can’t conceive of 
it,” agreed Hanson. But when 
humans in the future see that 
the Ems talk and look and act 
like ‘real’ people — except they 
never die — then the prospect 

might become attractive. 
Hanson made it sound as 

normal as wearing glasses, 
another biological enhance-
ment people eons ago could 
not have conceived.

And that was Hanson’s 
big point: Of course this stuff 
sounds bizarre to us. But 
think back 1,000 years to the 
subsistence farmers. If you’d 
told them that someday we’d 
be able to talk to someone an 
ocean away, there’s no way 
they would have understood 
much less believed you.

And now we have Skype 
and FaceTime.

Would the Ems own prop-
erty? Would they eventually 
fight? Or would the earth be-
come a paradise with Ems do-
ing all our work? Those issues 
were not resolved. 

In fact, nothing really was. 
A before-and-after poll of 

the audience found that the ex-
act same number had changed 
their minds from negative to 
positive, and vice versa.

It was the least strange mo-
ment of a very strange night.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 11/04/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008,

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 11/04/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000
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Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
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A s men and women retire or ap-
proach retirement age, many opt 
to downsize their homes. Such a 

decision can save older adults substan-
tial amounts of money while also lib-
erating them from the hassle of main-
taining large homes they no longer 
need.

Downsizing to smaller homes or 
apartments is a signifi cant step, one 
that homeowners should give ample 
consideration before making their 
fi nal decisions. The following are a 
handful of tips to help homeowners 
determine if downsizing to smaller 
homes is the right move:

Get a grip on the real estate 

market. Downsizing is not solely 
about money, but it’s important that 
homeowners consider the real estate 
market before putting their homes 
up for sale. Speak with a local realtor 

or your fi nancial advisor about the 
current state of your real estate mar-
ket. Downsizing can help homeown-
ers save money on utilities, taxes and 
mortgage payments, but those savings 
may be negated if you sell your house 
in a buyer’s market instead of a seller’s 
market. If you think the current mar-
ket won’t get you the price you are hop-
ing for, delay your downsize until the 
market rebounds.

Take inventory of what’s in your 

house. Empty nesters often fi nd that 
their homes are still fi lled with their 
children’s possessions, even long af-
ter those children have entered adult-
hood and left home. If the storage in 
your home is dominated by items that 
belong to your children and not you, 
then downsizing might be right for 
you. Tell your children you are think-
ing of downsizing and invite them over 

to pick through any items still in your 
home. Once they have done so and 
taken what they want, you can host a 
yard sale, ultimately donating or dis-
carding what you cannot sell. Once all 
of the items are gone, you may realize 
that moving into a smaller place is the 
fi nancially prudent decision.

Examine your own items as 

well. Your children’s items are likely 
not the only items taking up space in 
your home. Take inventory of your 
own possessions as well, making note 
of items you can live without and those 
you want to keep. If the list of items you 
can live without is extensive, then you 
probably won’t have a problem mov-
ing into a smaller home. If you aren’t 
quite ready to say goodbye to many of 
your possessions, then you might ben-
efi t from staying put for a little while 
longer.

Consider your retirement life-

style. If you have already retired or 
on the verge of retirement and plan 
to spend lots of time traveling, then 
downsizing to a smaller home may 
free up money you can spend on trips. 
And if you really do see yourself as a 
silver-haired jetsetter, then you likely 
won’t miss your current home because 
you won’t be home frequently enough 
to enjoy it. If travel is not high on your 
retirement to-do list but you have a 
hobby, such as crafting, restoring clas-
sic cars or woodworking, that you hope 
to turn into a second profession, then 
you might benefi t from staying put and 
converting your existing space into a 
workshop.

Many retirees downsize their 
homes, but this decision requires care-
ful consideration of a variety of fac-
tors.  

DOWNSIZING:DOWNSIZING:
IS IT GOODIS IT GOOD
FOR YOU?FOR YOU?
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Island Shores Senior Residence
1111 Father Capodanno Blvd., SI, NY 10306

Luxury Senior Living 
Without The Luxury Pricetag 

We include gourmet meals, utilities, 
daily housekeeping, linen service, life alert, 

cable & fl at screen TV, private parking, 
24-hour staff, library, movie theater, 
group trips, craft & baking classes, 

computer lounge and WiFi, 
BINGO, game room, 

billiards tournaments, social clubs, 
visiting medical professionals, 

on-site home healthaides, private gardens 
with gazebos  & so much more...

Check out Chef Phillip’s 

All this

$75 a day!
BONUS:

no lease or
entrance

fees!

Caring for a person with Alzheim-
er’s or a related dementia is com-
plicated, demanding, and almost 

impossible to explain to anyone who 
hasn’t had the experience. Many care-
givers struggle valiantly to manage the 
situation on their own before they ex-
haust their emotional, physical, and fi -
nancial resources. But support, educa-
tion, and information can dramatically 
improve the quality of life for both the 
caregiver and the person with demen-
tia. Unfortunately, there are many bar-
riers to getting help: 

Lack of knowledge. Family mem-
bers may not realize that symptoms are 
not normal aspects of aging. Memory 
problems, confusion, and slowing down 
are often considered to be the result of 
aging, but many people simply don’t 
know how to judge when these behav-
iors are the signs of a progressive de-
mentia and need attention. 

Fear or denial. Family members 
may have a sense that something is 
wrong, but fear that a diagnosis will 
make the situation more “real.” Others 
simply refuse to see symptoms because 
they don’t want to believe that their 
loved one has Alzheimer’s or any pro-
gressive dementia.

Family issues. When more than one 
family member is involved in making 
care decisions, emotions run high and 
can create serious confl icts that can get 
in the way of taking action. There is of-
ten confusion about who should be the 
primary caregiver and how responsi-
bilities should be divided. 

Cultural. In many cultures there is 
a strong belief that the family “knows 
best” about what an ailing relative 
needs. In other cultures, there are stig-
mas about dementia making it diffi cult 
to communicate openly about the chal-
lenges that come with a diagnosis.

Physical. Distance from organi-
zations providing programs and ser-
vices and the physical frailty of the per-
son receiving care are also barriers to 

seeking help. The family may not own a 
car, making it necessary to access care 
by taking long bus or train rides to get 
help.

Financial. Facing mounting fi nan-
cial costs with less time to work, care-
givers often cut back on anything that 
is not a basic or immediate need.

These are just some of the barriers 
caregivers face, but because of them, 
caregivers may never try to access re-
sources that can vastly improve the dif-
fi cult situations they face. But there is 
support for caregivers and they should 
move quickly to access services, be-
cause in the absence of an effective 
cure, good care is the best treatment.

CaringKind specializes in overcom-
ing barriers by providing New Yorkers 
with high-touch, confi dential, compre-
hensive, compassionate programs and 
services, all free of charge. Assistance 
is available in more than 200 languages. 
CaringKind will connect caregivers to 
services that include counseling by so-
cial workers, access to support groups 
and education and training programs, 
which include fi nancial planning, re-
spite services, long term care planning, 
and resources for home care. 

CaringKind is dedicated to break-
ing through the barriers to receiving 
care and New York caregivers have ac-
cess to these resources right now. To 
learn more about these and any topic 
related to dementia caregiving, give 
CaringKind’s helpline a call, or help 
someone you know make this impor-
tant call. They will be glad they did and 
so will you!

Call CaringKind’s 24-hour helpline 
at (646) 744–2900.

Alzheimers care

ELDERCARE TODAY

Care 

Chronicle
by Lou-Ellen Barkan

Many caregivers struggle valiantly to care for a parent with Alzheimer’s on their own before 
they exhaust their emotional, physical, and fi nancial resources. iStock / Monkey Business Images
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New York Methodist 

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Many seniors take multiple 
medications to offset condi-
tions associated with later 
years. There are medications 
for high blood pressure, low 
blood pressure, sleep prob-
lems, pain, depression, and 
many other conditions. Some 
of these medications are doc-
tor prescribed, while others 
are bought over the counter. 
According to a study pub-
lished by American Nurse 
Today, approximately 44 per-
cent of men and 57 percent of 
women over the age of 65 take 
fi ve or more prescription 
medications per week and 
two over-the-counter medica-
tions. With proper monitor-
ing these medications pro-
vide relief from any number 
of ailments and can offer a 
better quality of life. Unfor-
tunately, there is a down-
side.  

The more medications 
a person takes, the greater 
the chance of drug interac-

tions or enhanced side ef-
fects. The negative effect of 
taking multiple medications 
is called polypharmacy. Se-
niors should be alert to the 
number and types of meds 
they are taking and under-
stand which ones could inter-
act poorly with others.

One of the most insidious 
medications that often inter-
act badly with other medica-
tions is diphenhydramine, 
better known as Benadryl. 
Benadryl is an antihistamine 
and is advertised for fi ghting 
allergies and itchiness. It is 
often used as a sleeping pill as 
well because it causes drows-
iness. Taken alone, Benadryl 
offers relief from congestion 
and skin discomforts, but 
combined with some pre-
scription drugs such as some 
antidepressant or blood pres-
sure medications, the combi-
nation can trigger dizziness, 
anxiety, and headaches. 

One reason seniors are 
more prone to polyphar-

macy than young people is 
due to changes in the body 
chemistry as a person ages. 
Younger people metabolize 
medications more quickly 
than older people. As a per-
son’s body ages, some of the 
organs crucial to removing 
waste and eliminating toxins 
begin to slow down. This is 
true particularly of the kid-
neys and the liver. Both or-
gans function to transport 
blood and fi lter excess waste. 
There functions decline sig-
nifi cantly with age. 

For instance, by the age 
of 50, the kidneys function 
at half the capacity of person 
in his 20s. This means it can 
take twice as long for the kid-
neys to rid the body of medi-
cations. The same is true of 
the liver. By age 60, the blood 
fl owing through the liver de-
clines 40 to 50 percent of its 
former level. This can cause 
the body to retain medica-
tion that can build up to dan-
gerous levels. 

A change in muscle mass 
adds to this decline. Muscle is 
the body’s main container for 
transporting water through 
the body. Water, in turn, is 
essential for transporting 
medication and removes tox-
ins from the body. As a per-
son ages the percentage of 
muscle mass decreases while 
body fat increases. The U.S. 
National Library of Medicine 
reports that muscle tissue be-
gins to decrease around the 

age of 50 and decreases more 
drastically after the age of 
60. The less muscle mass, 
the more time it takes for the 
body to transport medicines 
that increases the chance of 
polypharmacy.

The best strategy to insure 
against polypharmacy is to 
be vigilante. Every senior 
should keep an updated list 
of all medications and their 
dosages. Be sure to include 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Polypharmacy: The effect of 
taking multiple medications

Seniors taking multiple medications for ailments should be aware of polyp-
harmacy, the negative effect of using several drugs. iStock / Burlingham

Continued on page 34
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supplements and over-the-
counter medications like as-
pirin, ibuprofen, and Advil 
to the list. Even some seem-
ing tame mineral supple-
ments like ginkgo biloba or 
zinc can interact negatively 
with prescription medica-
tions. Make sure your doc-
tors have the most up-to-
date list, and if he adds a 
new prescription, ask about 
possible side effects. 

Be aware that the se-

nior body is different from 
a young adult or even a 
middle-aged person, and 
that the older body will re-
spond differently to dos-
ages. Being knowledgeable 
and insightful can mean a 
lot when it comes to living a 
long, healthy life.

Joanna R. Leefer is a se-
nior care advisor, advocate, 
and founder of ElderCare-
Giving, a service that helps 
families make diffi cult care 
decisions for aging loved 
ones when family care is no 
longer enough. For more, 
visit www.joannaleefer.com.

ELDERCARE

- Michael W. Conway

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

ELDERCARE TODAY

PHARMACY
Continued from page 33 

Talk to a doctor or pharmacist about the side effects of mixing mul-
tiple prescriptions or over-the-counter medications. iStock / skynesher

Routine immunizations 
can keep people safe and 
healthy. Certain vaccina-

tions can prevent diseases from 
producing symptoms, while 
others can lessen the duration 
of an illness or make conditions 
less severe.

Vaccination schedules be-
come a way of life for parents 
to young children. But vacci-
nations aren’t just for kids, and 
adults should keep tabs on their 
immunization histories to en-
sure they’re up-to-date with 
vaccinations for their particu-
lar age group and lifestyle.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention warns that 
the elderly are more likely to die 
of a vaccine-preventable disease 
than other age groups. The im-
mune system begins to decline 
as we age, so the body can ben-
efi t from the disease-fi ghting 
boost provided by vaccinations. 
Individuals at any age should 
discuss immunizations with 
their doctors, but it’s a particu-
larly important conversation for 

those age 50 and older.
Vaccine schedules and rec-

ommendations may vary de-
pending on where a person 
lives, but the following immu-
nization recommendations are 
offered courtesy of the Centers. 

Infl uenza: An annual 
fl u shot can help prevent the 
nearly 36,000 deaths that oc-
cur due to fl u each year in the 
United States. The fl u vaccine 
is designed to combat the cur-
rent strain of fl u, so it is recom-
mended anytime between Sep-
tember to March, which is the 
prime fl u season. People age 50 
and older should opt for the in-
jection rather than the nasal 
form of the vaccine.

Tdap: This vaccine protects 
against tetanus, diphtheria, and 
pertussis and is especially nec-
essary for people who have close 
contact with young infants. Per-
tussis, or whooping cough, can 
be passed on to youngsters and 
make them very ill. If you’ve 
never received a Tdap vaccine, 
the Centers suggests getting it 

at least once. Individual teta-
nus boosters should be received 
every 10 years.

Pneumococcal: Pneumo-
coccal disease is an infection 
caused by the pneumococcus 
bacteria. It can cause pneumo-
nia, blood infection, ear infec-
tions, and even bacterial men-
ingitis. This vaccine is given 
to adults age 65 and older or to 
younger adults at their physi-
cians’ discretion.

Hepatitis A: Individuals 
with medical, occupational or 
lifestyle conditions, such as 
healthcare workers or people 
with chronic liver disease, may 
need a two-dose series of the 
hepatitis A vaccine.

Adults who are avid travel-
ers to various parts of the world 
that may bring them in contact 
with animals or people who do 
not receive the same course of 
immunizations may need ad-
ditional vaccines. Speak with a 
doctor about which immuniza-
tions are recommended before 
travel.

Recommended immunizations 
for those aged 50-plus
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Mom arrived 
for dinner
at midnight

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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trokes are the leading 
cause of serious, long-
term disability in the 

United States. Impairments 
resulting from strokes in-
clude paralysis, memory loss 
and difficulty with or loss of 
speech. Strokes can also be fa-
tal, claiming the lives of more 
than 140,000 people each year. 
Although it may occur at any 
age, the risk of a stroke dou-
bles with each decade after 
the age of 55, and three-quar-
ters of all stroke cases occur 
in patients over the age of 65.

Approximately 85 per-
cent of strokes are ischemic 
strokes, which occur when a 
blood clot blocks an artery in 
the brain and cuts off blood 
flow. The signs will often ap-
pear quickly, and when it 
comes to strokes, time is of 
the essence. During a stroke, 
the brain loses 2 million cells 
every minute. Patients who 
experience strokes are more 
likely to avoid permanent im-
pairment if they are treated 
within the first three hours. 
To recognize a stroke, know 
the signs, and then act FAST:

Facial Weakness: The 
mouth or skin around the 
eyes may droop or the patient 
may be unable to smile.

Arm Weakness: One or 
both arms may drift down-
ward.

Speech: Speech may be 
slurred or sound strange.

Time: If any of the above 
symptoms are present, call 
9-1-1 immediately and give 
the operator as many details 
as possible.

Although taking action 
during a stroke may seem 
simple, only 17 percent of 
stroke patients seek treat-
ment within the first three 
hours after onset of symp-
toms. “Often when someone 
experiences a stroke, the 
first instinct is to sleep or 
lie down. It is critical that 
people fight that urge and 
immediately call 9-1-1,” said 
Barbara Gatton, M.D., at-
tending physician in New 
York Methodist Hospital’s 
Department of Emergency 
Medicine. “Family members 
also need to know to call 
9-1-1 if symptoms are pres-

ent, even if their loved one in-
sists on resting.” Educating 
children about the signs of 
stroke is often key to stroke 
responsiveness. According 
to Dr. Gatton, one of the best 
circumstances in which to 
experience a stroke is in the 
presence of grandchildren, 
as they are less likely to ac-
quiesce to the stroke victim’s 

request to rest than a spouse 
or adult child.

If 9-1-1 is called quickly 
and the patient is taken to an 
emergency room, there are 
a number of interventions 
available. Within the first 
four and a half hours after 
the onset of symptoms, the 
patient can be given a tissue 
plasminogen activator (tPA), a 

medication used to bust blood 
clots. In the first six hours, if 
a hospital has the necessary 
highly sophisticated equip-
ment and neurointervention-
ists trained to use it, the clot 
can be physically removed. 
Patients who receive one of 
these treatments, especially 
during the first three hours, 
are more likely to experience 
a positive outcome. Even if 
the window of time is missed, 
it is still important to seek 
treatment. Nursing care and 
early rehabilitation in stroke 
units can help with recovery.

New York Methodist Hospi-
tal is a New York State certi-
fied Stroke Center. The Hospi-
tal’s Emergency Department 
is fully equipped to diagnose 
strokes quickly, and offers 
rapid evaluation of stroke pa-
tients and the advanced treat-
ments that may reverse dam-
age caused by a stroke. For 
referral to a physician who 
specializes in the care of pa-
tients who have had strokes, 
call NYM’s Institute of Neuro-
sciences at 866.DO.NEURO.
— New York Methodist Hospital

A s individuals age, various cir-
cumstances have to be reas-
sessed. A current living situa-

tion may not be meeting the needs of 
a senior who may be having diffi culty 
caring properly for himself. Families 
often consider senior residences to 
provide welcoming and safe environ-
ments for their loved ones during the 
golden years of their lives. These facil-
ities may range from independent liv-
ing homes with minimal care offered 
to nursing homes that provide more 
intensive care when needed. Some-
where in the middle lies assisted living 
homes, which blend the independence 
of personal residences with other ame-
nities, such as the housekeeping, medi-
cation reminders, or meal services.

Assisted living can be a viable op-
tion when a person can no longer live 
alone, but such facilities come with a 
price. According to a Market Survey 
of Long-Term Care Costs conducted by 
MetLife, the national average for as-
sisted living base rates was $3,550 per 
month in 2012. In the 2015 Cost of Care 
Survey conducted by Genworth Fi-
nancial, the assisted living, national-
median monthly rate was now $3,600 
— and it’s only expected to grow. Af-
fording these homes and apartments 
can be challenging for those with fi xed 

incomes, but there are some strategies 
that can help.

The payment method that serves 
you best will depend on your unique 
circumstances, but there are options 
available:

Long-term care insurance: Long-
term care insurance is specialized 
insurance that is paid into and may 
cover the cost of assisted living facili-
ties and other medical care, depending 
on the policy. 

Personal savings: Some people 
have the means to pay for assisted liv-
ing with their own savings and retire-
ment nest eggs. However, it’s easy for 
savings to become depleted when fac-
ing a $40,000+ bill per year.

Life insurance: A fi nancial advi-
sor may advocate to pay for assisted 
living with a life insurance policy. 
Some companies enable you to cash 
out for “accelerated” or “living” bene-
fi ts, which usually is a buy-back of the 

policy for 50 to 75 percent of the face 
value. Other third parties may pur-
chase the policy for a settlement of a 
lump sum, again roughly 50 to 75 per-
cent of the policy’s face value, accord-
ing to Caring.com, an online source 
for support and information about the 
needs of aging people.

Location: Costs of assisted living 
facilities vary depending on location. 
It’s possible to get a lower monthly rate 
simply by choosing a facility in a dif-
ferent state.

Negotiation: Not all prices are set 
in stone. Speak with a manager at the 
facility and see if there is any price 
fl exibility or move-in incentives. You 
also may be able to get a lower rate by 
negotiating certain a-la-carte costs 
against all-inclusive pricing. Perhaps 
you do not need laundry or shopping 
services, and family members can fi ll 
in the gaps, reducing your bill.

Veteran’s benefi ts: Many veterans 
are eligible for care benefi ts that can 
offset the cost of assisted living care.

Rooms: Opting for a smaller room 
or sharing a space can keep costs down 
as well. See if shared rooms are a pos-
sibility.

Assisted living is a necessity for 
thousands of people. Explore the ways 
to fi nance this purchase.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Managing the costs of assisted living

Consider the different options available to help pay for assisted living services.
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Call Toll Free: 855.203.1173
8115 5th Avenue, Brooklyn

Ashley Marcus, Au.D. 
Doctor of Audiology

* Two clinical studies have shown that binax provides better than normal hearing in certain demanding environ-
ments (University of Northern Colorado, 2014; Oldenburg Hörzentrum, 2013): Speech Reception Thresholds (SRT) 

in cocktail-party situations improved up to 2.9 dB for wearers with mild to moderate hearing loss using Carat 
binax or Pure binax hearing aids with narrow directionality, compared to people with normal hearing.

**  An independent clinical study in the US has shown that primax provided a significant improvement in ease of 
listening in demanding listening environments. A newly developed methodology using objective brain behavior 
measures (Electroencephalographic data), showed a significant reduction in listening effort for mild to moderate 

hearing impaired subjects using primax hearing aids in speech-in-noise situations applying advanced features 
such as Narrow Focus and EchoShield.

SSchhhedduulle yyoouur frree hheeariinngg sccrreeeenninng!

Siemens primax hearing aids are 
cclinniiccaalllyy prroovven** to make listening 
to speech and music easy and 
effortless in every situation including:

SiSiememenenss prprimimaxax h heaeariringng a aididss araree 

EEExxpperieencccee  
bbeettteerrr thhaann nnormmaall hheeaarriinnngg* 

tthhiis hhooliddayy seeeaasoonn!
wwitth tthhee NNEEW Sieemenns priimaxxTTM heaarinng aaidss!

• Noisy and crowded restaurants

• At churches, concerts 
  and auditoriums

• Large family gatherings

WWWirrreelleesss aand ssmaarrtppphhooonne 
ccoommmpppaattibbble!

purchase of a pair of 
Siemens level 5 or 7 primax 

digital hearing aids.
Everyday retail price for Siemens 

level 3 primax is $2,895 each. Sale 
Price $2,395 each. Offers cannot 
be combined. Excludes previous 

purchases. Offer expires 11/30/16.

Must have hearing loss. Call 
for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. Limit one per customer 
per year. Offer expires 11/30/16.

FREE $25 
Gift Card

with FREE Hearing Test!

$1,000
OFF

ELDERCARE TODAY

The opportunity to travel is one 
of the best perks of retirement. 
Even men and women who are 

only semi-retired have more free-
dom to travel than those who are still 
working full-time.

But while men and women over 50 
may have more time to travel, they 
also must take more precautions 
when traveling, thanks in large part 
to medical conditions. 

Many people over the age of 50 
have medical conditions that may re-
quire they take medication and/or 
visit their physicians somewhat reg-
ularly. But those who want to travel 
need not let their health prevent 
them from seeing the world. 

The following are a few travel tips 
for men and women with medical 
conditions:

Seek advice
Whether you are about to embark 
on an overseas adventure or just 
spend a couple of weeks visiting 
your grandchildren, speak to your 
healthcare provider in advance of 
your trip. Healthcare providers may 
recommend certain vaccinations 
to those traveling abroad, and 
providers also can explain coverage 
and what to do in case of a medical 
emergency while away from home.

Refi ll your prescriptions 
Men and women who must take 

medication should refill their pre-
scriptions before traveling away 
from home. Doing so ensures you 
will have enough medication to last 
your trip. When filling a prescrip-
tion, explain to your pharmacist 
or physician that you are about to 
travel and tell them where you will 
be going. They may recommend you 
avoid certain foods native to your 
destination, or they may give you 
the greenlight to indulge in the local 
cuisine. 

Carry a list 
Before traveling, make a detailed 

list of the medications you take and 
why you take them. The list should 
include dosage and the names, both 
generic and brand name, of the med-
ications you take. Include any past 
medical conditions, such as a heart at-
tack, you have had as well. Carry this 
list with you when traveling. In case of 
emergency, the list will alert respond-
ing medical professionals to any cur-
rent or past medical conditions you 
have so they can better treat you.

Keep medications boxed
Some men and women fi nd it eas-

ier to remember to take their medica-
tions if they transfer pills from their 
original containers into pill organiz-
ers. Such devices can be very conve-
nient at home, but they make create 
problems when traveling through 
customs or even on domestic fl ights. 
Pills can always be transferred to or-
ganizers upon your arrival at your 
destination; just make sure they are 
placed back into their original con-
tainers before you return home.

Drink water on fl ights
Airplane cabins can be very dry, 

which can exacerbate dry mouth that 
results from taking medication. When 
boarding a fl ight, speak to the fl ight 
attendant and explain that you need 
some extra water so you can stay hy-
drated and avoid irritating dry mouth 
that may result from your medication. 
If you must take medication while on 
your fl ight, don’t be afraid to ask the 
fl ight attendant for a fresh glass of wa-
ter and even a light snack if you need 
to eat something with your medicine.

Men and women over 50 have more 
freedom to travel than many of their 
adult counterparts. But such trav-
elers must exercise extra caution if 
they have medical conditions.  

Travel tips for older adults 
with medical conditions
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets
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CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!
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Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
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Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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By Caroline Spivack

It’s a fiesta! 
The soulful rhythms of Latin 

American ballroom dance will slide 
into Clinton Hill and step-step-kick-
off the 10th annual Brooklyn Salsa 
Congress and Dance Festival on Nov. 
11. The event, which takes place at the 
Brooklyn Masonic Temple, welcomes 
even those who cannot tell salsa — the 
king of Latin dance — from the slow 
and sensual bachata or the fast and 
f lashy cha-cha, said the director of the 
festival. 

“It’s open to everyone. We want to 
introduce people to Latin dance and for 
people to come and have fun learning 
and trying the different styles,” said 

Arelis Beato, who founded the Tropical 
Image Dance Company in Sunset Park.

The Friday night event will showcase 
fancy footwork from dance companies 
from across the city, including Tropical 
Image Dance Company, Bronx salsa 
team Descarga Latina, and the city-wide 
Mambo All-Star Jam, among others. 

The performances will be followed 
by a chance for the audience to mingle 
with the professional dancers, get some 
one-on-one lessons, and show off their 
own moves. While DJs spin, revelers 
taking a break from dancing will be able 
to visit food stands and local vendors.

Those entranced by Friday night’s 
dancers can hit a Saturday afternoon 
boot camp to learn salsa and bachata 

choreography at Tropical Image’s Sunset 
Park studio, followed by a chance to try 
out the moves at an after-party. A party 
on Sunday night in Manhattan will con-
clude the festival.

Beato, known as “Magic Feet” in the 
mambo community because of her rapid 
steps and technical mastery, began the 
Salsa Congress 10 years ago as a fund 
raiser for Tropical Image, which offers 
free or discounted dance classes to kids 
in Sunset Park. The project of getting 
kids off the street and into the studio was 
a reaction to the neighborhood’s lack of 
after-school programming, she said.

“As the years went by and I saw the 
different needs of the kids, [the dance 
company] started to develop as a fun, 

safe place for kids to come,” said Beato, 
who grew up in Park Slope and Sunset 
Park. “It’ll be a fun festival, but it’s also 
for a good cause.”

Brooklyn Salsa Congress and Dance 
Festival at the Brooklyn Masonic Temple 
[317 Clermont Ave. at Lafayette Avenue 
in Clinton Hill, (718) 638–1256, www.
brooklynmasonictempleny.com]. Nov. 
11, 8 pm–2 am. $30–$40. Weekend pass 
$65–$75.

Dance Performance Boot Camp and 
After Party at Tropical Image Dance 
Company [475 41st St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Sunset Park, (646) 481–1818, www.
brooklynsalsa.com]. Nov. 12. Boot camp 
at 2 pm, party 9 pm–2 am. $40 ($10 for 
party only).

Latin dance festival celebrates 10 years
Mambo No. 10

Split decision: Ballroom dancers 
Jonathan Pitre and Arelis Beato show 
off their salsa moves at the Tropical 
Image Dance Company’s Sunset Park 
studio.  (Above) Destiny Pino practices 
her moves. Photos by Jordan Rathkopf
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By Alexandra Simon

Harlem comes to Manhattan 
Beach — by way of Atlantic 
City!

A musical stage play will 
bring sexy showgirls, singing, 
dancing, and classic jazz tunes to 
Kingsborough Community College 
on Nov. 12. “On Kentucky Avenue” 
will recreate the glitzy atmosphere 
of Club Harlem, a famous spot that 
opened on Kentucky Avenue in 
Atlantic City in 1935. The play will 
invite viewers to time travel through 
the club’s heyday from the 1940s to 
the 1960s, says an organizer.

“This is a musical about Club 
Harlem and the performers who per-
formed there — a full scale musical 
about a nightclub at a specific time,” 
said Anna Becker, executive direc-
tor of the On Stage at Kingsborough 
event series. “People will feel like 
they’re in Club Harlem. They will 
be singing numbers that you would 
have heard at that club, and songs 
that everyone would know.”

But between the musical num-
bers and comic acts, the show will 
also offer a backstage glimpse at 
the lives of black jazz singers. That 
story gives the show a narrative 
heft that a simple recreation cannot 
match, said Becker.

“What sets this apart from other 
tribute shows is really the dramatic 
structure that holds it together,” 
she said. “We’re seeing a backstage 
story. In many scenes the perform-
ers are backstage before they go on, 

talking about a problem at the club. 
And there’s a love story.”

“On Kentucky Avenue” follows 
14 fictional characters, some of 
them modeled on Ella Fitzgerald 
and Duke Ellington, who each 
graced the stage at Club Harlem. 
The 10 singers, one comedian, and a 
trio of pianist, drummer, and bassist 
will perform famous nightclub acts 
from throughout the club’s history. 
During the 90-minute show, view-
ers will see the performances, and 
the romances and fights that happen 
backstage and in the audience. 

The show, part of the On Stage 

at Kingsborough series, will give 
Manhattan Beach residents a rare 
chance to catch a thrilling theater 
experience up close and in their 
own neighborhood, said Becker.

“Seeing this in an intimate set-
ting and up close with major per-
formers — they will feel like they 
just saw something in the highest 
quality of its art form,” she said.

“On Kentucky Avenue” at 
Kingsborough Community College 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596, www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org]. Nov. 12 at 8 pm. $32. 

By Alexandra Simon

Sometimes you have to laugh to 
keep from crying.

A night of Haitian-centric 
comedy in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
later this month will try to raise 
spirits while raising money for that 
country’s hurricane relief efforts. 
Proceeds from “Laugh 4 Haiti, Cry 
4 Haiti, Dance 4 Haiti,” happening 
at the Milk River lounge on Nov. 28, 
will go to grassroots organizations 
aiding the thousands of Haitians dis-
placed by the destructive Hurricane 
Matthew, which heavily flooded 
the island’s southern region in early 
October. The Haitian-American 
organizer of the charitable laugh-
fest says it will bring a light touch 
to a serious night.

“We’re going to tell a lot of jokes 
about Haitian culture and Haitian 
pride and strength — we don’t want 
to just talk about the sad stuff,” 
said Moses Merisier, who lives in 

Bedford-Stuyvesant. “We want to 
bring life into the people.”

The show will have three seg-
ments: a stand-up comedy set, an 
open mic session for storytelling 
and poetry, and a party with DJs 
and dancing. The night’s second 
portion will welcome audience 
members who need to share their 
feelings, Merisier said.

“Anyone can sign up for the 
open mic and be sentimental, and 
express their emotions regarding 
what’s going on,” he said. 

All proceeds from the event will 
go towards three organizations: 
the Haitian Health Foundation, 
CapraCare, and Let’s Go Haiti. 
Merisier said that he chose the 
groups because they have a proven 
track record of aid work in Haiti.

“We are only raising money 
for grassroots organizations,” said 
Merisier. “We choose organiza-
tions that keep their documents 

for public view on their websites, 
and we only donate where work 
organizations have been working 
there for decades.”

“Laugh 4 Haiti, Cry 4 Haiti, 
Dance 4 Haiti” at Milk River 
Lounge [960 Atlantic Ave. between 
Washington and Grand avenues 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 636–
8600, www.milkriverrestaurant.
com]. Nov. 28 at 7 pm. $20 ($10 
early bird tickets, $50 VIP).

Humor to help Haiti 

JOIN THE CLUB

Ladies in red: Showgirls sing and dance in the musical “On Kentucky Avenue,” play-
ing at Kingsborough Community College on Nov. 12.  Mojo Visual

Musical brings nightclub glam to M’ Beach

Jokes for the heart: Merisier shows off 
his Haitian pride inside the Milk River 
Lounge in Bedford-Stuyvesant, where 
he will throw a comedy fund raiser for 
hurricane relief efforts on Nov. 28. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

By the Brooklyn Ballots 
and Bars Bureau

It’s almost over!
The 2016 election season 

is finally hurtling towards 
its nail-biting conclusion, and 
you’re going to want a drink in 
your hand as you watch those 
final returns on Nov. 8, whether 
to celebrate your candidate’s 
victory, or console yourself in 
defeat. Every bar with a televi-
sion will have it tuned to the 
results, but here are a few spots 
doing something extra:

Talk it out
Performance space Jack will 

present the “Election Night Watch 
Party (with Ike).” Democracy 
devotees can drink beer and wine 
and watch election returns on a 
big screen, while comedian and 
talk show host Ike Ufomadu jokes 
during the commercial breaks. 

Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
www.jackny.org). 7–11 pm. $5.

A laughing matter
Political Subversities presents 

“Election Night Live,” where the 
comedians on stage will update 
the audience on election returns 
between each set. The night 
will feature comedians Aparna 
Nancheria, Vinny DePonto, hip-
hop improv team North Coast, 
and musical comedy from North 
Coast and Friends Who Folk. 

Littlefield (622 Degraw St. 
between Third and Fourth ave-
nues in Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). 7:30 pm. $15 (10 
in advance).

Studies show
The Society for the 

Advancement of Social Studies 
hosts the “Presidential History 
and Election Night Party,” fea-
turing presidential trivia games, 

a lecture about the origin of 
democracy, a look back at the 
vicious, mud-slinging presiden-
tial election of 1828, and live 
coverage of the night’s develop-
ments.

The Bedford’s back room (110 
Bedford Ave. at N. 11th Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–1180, 
getsaucedatsass.tumblr.com). 
7 pm. Free.

Sticker shots
The Hinterlands Bar is no lon-

ger selling Yuengling, but it will 
give away a free pint tonight (or 
$1 off any other drink) to anyone 
wearing an “I Voted” sticker. It 
will also be showing the returns 
on its new projection screen, and 
offering snacks to cushion all that 
drinking you’ll be doing.

Hinterlands [739 Church 
Ave. between E. Seventh and 
E. Eighth streets in Kensington, 
(718) 633–0550]. 6 pm–3 am. 
Free.

Get together
Take a break from partisan 

politics with “United States — 
An Election-Day Gameshow.” 
This drinking game and healing 
ritual will put politically opposed 
people onto teams, then have 
them compete to see how many 
things they can agree on! 

Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770], www.petescandystore.
com. 7 pm. Free.

Dem fellows
Join the Central Brooklyn 

Independent Democrats to watch 
the returns at the Black Horse 
Pub in Park Slope.

Black Horse Pub (568 Fifth 
Ave. at 16th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 788-1975, www.black-
horsebrooklyn.com). 7:30–11:30 
pm. Free. 

I’m with beer: Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton will need a drink after 
this election, and so will everyone watching it.  Associated Press / Patrick Semansky

Make America 
drink again

Where to watch the election
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“On Kentucky Avenue is a party you don’t want to miss!”  
– Tony Nominee Maurice Hines

 “Shimmering show-biz perfection.” 
– The Los Angeles Times

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 AT 8:00 P.M  $32 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 AT 8:00 P.M  $35

ON KENTUCKY AVENUE 
A Celebration of Atlantic City’s 

Famed Club Harlem

CHITA:  
A Legendary Celebration

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn
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$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

THANKSGIVING
 DAY

If you loved Dena in Chardonnnay Go 
you will love her in One Funny Mother!

The perfect “Girls Night Out” or “Date Night” for anyone  
who IS a Mom, HAS a Mom or is MARRIED to a Mom!

212-239-6200
New World Stages, 340 W 50th St.OneFunnyMother.com

Brought to you by:

www.telechargeoffers.com  | Save over 45%  |  $35 Discount Code: FMLSP35

A Hilarious Night of Laundry, Laughs and Liquor!
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By Julianne Cuba

He’ll be pushing “Buttons!”
A Park Slope comic book 

writer will launch his col-
lection of autobiographical stories, 
titled “ So Buttons,”  at the Comic Arts 
Brooklyn Festival in Williamsburg on 
Nov. 5. Writer Jonathan Baylis has 
spent 10 years working with different 
artists to create his stories, and he is 
excited to finally be behind the table at 
the borough’s biggest comics fest.

“It feels great — I wasn’t sure that 
I would ever get to this point,” said 
Baylis. “I’ve pretty much attended 
every year to go see new comics and 
see friends but I’ve never exhibited 
before, so I’m very excited to exhibit in 
my hometown.”

The funny true stories in the 200-
page collection come from every peri-
od of Baylis’s life, he said. 

“I was trying to find the funny 
and significant moments in my life. 
Each issue has just bounced around 
different periods of my life — teenage 
years, childhood years, and just this 
past year,” he said. 

The stories include family events, an 
ode to his beloved Boston terrier, and 
his career in comics. One of his favorite 
stories, “So Mighty,” deals with his 
teenage internship at Marvel Comics, 
when he had to deal with legendary 
Spider-Man artist John Romita, Sr.

“It’s about having to tell an artist, 
an absolute legend, that they need to 
tweak their artwork,” he said. “And 
what happens after that.”

More than 100 comics creators will 
join Baylis in presenting work at the 
eighth annual Comic Arts Brooklyn 
Festival, including local artists  Leslie 
Stein  and  Jeremy Nguyen , and nation-
al figures Adrian Tomine and Noah 
Van Sciver, who contributed art to 
“So Buttons.” The event attracts more 
than 2,000 visitors each year for its 
celebration of sequential art, said its 
organizer.  

“The glory of the festival is just get-
ting all the artists and fans in the same 
room at the same time,” said Gabe 
Fowler, who also owns the comic store 

Desert Island. “Modern life is so frag-
mented, and cartooning is a solitary 
activity, but when everyone can meet 
and greet and just have a three-day 
party it’s great.”

In addition to Saturday’s main 
event, the Festival will also feature art 
exhibits on Thursday and Friday, and 
an animation screening, titled “Color 
Giants” on Nov. 6. 

Comics Arts Brooklyn at Mt. 
Carmel Gymnasium (12 Havemeyer St. 
between N. Eighth and N. Ninth streets 
in Williamsburg, www.comicartsbrook-
lyn.com). Nov. 5, 11 am–7 pm. Free.

By Caroline Spivack

The Ridge is lighting up with pos-
sibilities this weekend, with a 
lantern walk, jazz night, and an 

obligatory smattering of barroom rock.
On Friday get down and dirty with 

rock group Straight Up Dirty at the 
Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets). The 
band’s five musicians — each with 
30-plus years’ experience of rockin’ on 
the road — have you covered for a wild 
night of hard rockin’ hits from ’70s 
favorites like ZZ Top, Cheap Trick, and 
Aerosmith. The amps turn up to eleven 
at 10 pm.

Dial it back a notch on Saturday 
with an evening of family fun at the 
Tinkergarten Lantern Walk at Owl’s 
Head Park (479 74th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues). This annual tradition 
marks the end of daylight saving time, 
with families gathering at dusk (that’s 
from 5:45 pm to 6:45 pm) to light lan-
terns and stroll through the park as day 

fades into night. Organizers will also 
pass out sheet music for some folksy lan-
tern walk sing-alongs. If you do not have 
an old-school lantern laying around, just 
grab a flashlight, camping lantern, or 
any other mobile light source — we 

promise it won’t dampen the evening’s 
magic.

Once the tots are tuckered out and 
off to bed, treat yourself to some smooth 
jazz at the Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd (7420 Fourth Ave. at 
Bay Ridge Parkway) starting at 8 pm. 
The Mike Fahie Quintet brings together 
trombone, trumpet, piano, bass, and 
drums to put a modern spin on the soul-
ful sounds of a ’60s Blue Note band. 
The group emphasizes spontaneity, so 
you can expect solos and riffs like no 
other. Admission is $30 at the door and 
includes a glass of wine and appetizers.

And after you’ve had your fill of 
Thelonious Monk-style melodies, cap 
off your Saturday with something entire-
ly different — hip-hop at the Wicked 
Monk (9510 Third Ave. between 95th 
and 96th streets). Musical mash-up Hello 
Brooklyn will take the stage around 10 
pm with a funky hip-hop pop-rock twist 
on contemporary favorites. And you get 
an extra hour to enjoy the night!

By Lauren Gill

Spending the night here is dirt cheap!
For just $50, a Williamsburg art gallery will let 

you climb onto an art object and spend the night, 
as part of its “(Untitled), four beds” exhibition. But it 
is no bed of roses: each of the four sleeping spots is 
covered in either salt, rice, paper, or lightning-blasted 
dirt. The artist behind the literally soiled sheets wants 
guests to get something more important than 40 winks 
— she hopes sleepers will start to think about everyday 
objects in a whole new way. 

“I think more than anything I want them to have 
a tactile experience with an everyday object that’s 
memorable,” said Ayden LeRoux, who was once the 
co-owner of a bed and breakfast. “I want them to have 
the experience of re-encountering an object they maybe 
don’t think about that much and having the sense that 
it’s really more powerful.” 

Each bed is designed to create “a unique sensory 
experience,” according to the gallery’s  Airbnb listing  
— one is sprinkled with salt from the Great Salt Lake 
in Utah, while another is filled with 200 pounds of rice, 
and a third is topped with soil that has been struck by 
lightning. For the fourth bed, LeRoux created custom 
sheets by sewing together pages of the ’90s dating 
manual “The Rules.” 

The artist hopes that sleepers will have an interest-
ing experience snoozing on her custom made beds. 

“I hope it’s a little strange and different and beauti-
ful and curious and lovely,” said LeRoux.

She has already spent the night in the bed topped 
with rice, an experience that was far more enjoyable 
than napping while covered in grain might seem, 
LeRoux said.

“It was amazing, when I turned over in the night it 
was like a moving ocean,” she said. “When I was in the 
bed the rice had a really nice subtle scent, and it was a 
soft enjoyable thing to hold in your hands.” 

People have already started to book the beds on the 
website Airbnb, although some of the bookers may have 
mistaken the art exhibit for more legitimate lodging, 
said LeRoux. But for those who do decide to spend a 
night on the art beds, she recommends wearing clothes 
that they don’t mind getting dirty.

A shower is available in the gallery.
“(Untitled) Four Beds” at Idio Gallery (976 Grand 

St., Studio D, between Morgan Avenue and Waterbury 
Street in Williamsburg, www.idiogallery.com). Nov. 
4–27. Panel discussion on Nov. 5 at 6 pm. Free to view. 
Beds cost $50 for a night.

Bay Ridge falls back into the weekend

HE’S BUTTON IN

He’s covered: Park Sloper Jonathan Baylis will bring his comic book “So Buttons” to the 
Comic Arts Brooklyn Festival on Nov. 5.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Booking a bed: The bed, which is covered in pages from dating 
manual “The Rules,” can be rented out on Airbnb as part of the 
“(Untitled), four beds” exhibit now in Williamsburg.

Dirt nap
Earth-covered bed is 

offered through Airbnb

Park Slope writer breaks into comics fest
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
FRI, NOV 4

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, NOV 5
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS ED-
MONTON OILERS: 
$35–$850. 7 pm.

SUN, NOV 6
SPORTS, KELLOGG’S 

TOUR OF GYMNAS-
TICS CHAMPIONS: 
With gold medal win-
ners Simone Biles, 
Gabby Douglas, Laurie 
Hernandez, Madison 
Kocian and Aly Raisman. 
$35–$300. 5 pm.

MON, NOV 7
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS VAN-
COUVER CANUCKS: 
$20–$700. 7 pm.

TUE, NOV 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES: $25–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, NOV 9
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 7 pm.

WED, NOV 9
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 7 pm.

THU, NOV 10
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 11 
am and 7 pm.

FRI, NOV 11
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 3 pm 
and 7 pm.

SAT, NOV 12
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 11 
am, 3 pm, and 7 pm.

SUN, NOV 13
DISNEY ON ICE PRES-

ENTS FOLLOW YOUR 
HEART: $15–$115. 1 pm 
and 5 pm.

MON, NOV 14
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS TAMPA 
BAY LIGHTNING: $25–
$750. 7 pm. Mon, nov 7

FRI, NOV 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$25–$700. 7 pm.

SAT, NOV 19
MUSIC, KEITH URBAN: 

$42–$82. 7 pm.

SUN, NOV 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS PORTLAND 
BLAZERS: $35–$3,000. 
3:30 pm.

MON, NOV 21
SPORTS, LEGENDS CLAS-

SIC: Notre Dame vs. 
Colorado and Texas 
vs. Northwestern. 
$15–$500. 7 pm and 
9:30 pm.

TUE, NOV 22
SPORTS, LEGENDS CLAS-

SIC: Consolation and 
Championship games. 
$15–$500. 3:30 pm and 
6 pm.

WED, NOV 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS BOSTON 
CELTICS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

dren 3 years and older. 
Reservations suggested. 
$10 ($9 kids). 12:30 pm 
and 2:30 pm. Puppetworks 
[338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppet-
works.org. 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAY 
CELEBRATES THE DEMO-
CRATIC PROCESS: A night 
of art inspired by the elec-
tion, with performances by 
Slavic Soul Party, Brown 
Girls Burlesque, and com-
edy from Baratunde Thur-
ston, Sherrod Small, and 
Christian Finnegan. Free. 
5–11 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

COMEDY, IT’S A GUY THING: 
Three female comedians 
ask their guests to lecture 
on the “guy thing” of their 
choice. With Mitra Jouhari, 
Catherine Cohen, Conner 
O’Malley, and more. $6. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SUN, NOV. 6
TOUR, ALMOST PRESIDEN-

TIAL GREEN-WOOD 
TROLLEY TOUR: See the 
gravesites and hear the 
stories of several presi-
dential losers, including 
DeWitt Clinton (who lost 
in 1812 to Madison). $25. 
1 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

THEATER, “THE SERVANT 
OF TWO MASTERS”: 
A semi-improvisational 
American take on the 18th 
century Italian comedy by 
Carlo Goldoni, about a ser-
vant so hungry he takes on 
two jobs to survive. $65–
$110. 7:30 pm. Theatre for 
a New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Fulton 
Street and Lafayette Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (212) 
229–2819], www.tfana.org. 

THEATER, “THE 39 STEPS”: 3 
pm. See Friday, Nov. 4. 

SUNDAY STORY TIME: Au-
thor and illustrator Pau-
lette Bogan shares her 
Bossy Flossy story. RSVP 
requested. Free. 11:30 am. 
powerHouse on 8th [1111 
Eighth Ave. between 11th 
and 12th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

TEMPLE BETH EL’S MIX AND 
MINGLE SINGLES SOCIAL 
EVENT: Temple Beth El of 
Manhattan Beach presents 
a singles event for those in 
their 40s, 50s, and up. With 
refreshments and dancing. 
$15. 2:30 pm. Temple Beth 
El of Manhattan Beach [111 
West End Ave. at Hamp-
ton Avenue in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 891–3500], 
www.templebethelmb.org. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner sings classic 
toe-tapping tunes from 
Broadway and Hollywood. 
Dan Furman joins him on 
the keys. Reservations for 
Dinner required. Free. 3–6 
pm. Gulf Coast [6901 Third 
Ave. in Bay Ridge, (347)-
662–6644]. 

FAMILY, CHALLAH PA-

FRI, NOV. 4
ART, “BESTIARY”: An exhibit 

of Viktor Koen’s digital 
photos of bizarre myths 
and chimerical creatures. 
An anthology of short 
fi ction accompanies the 
pieces. Free. 11 am–6 pm. 
United Photo Industries (16 
Main St. at Water Street; 
Gallery B in Dumbo), www.
unitedphotoindustries.com. 

ART, “TOPOPHILIA MA AND 
KI MEMORY” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A multimedia 
installation with of prints, 
collages, and audio. Free. 
4–6 pm. Kentler Interna-
tional Drawing Space [353 
Van Brunt St. in Red Hook, 
(718) 875–2098], www.kent-
lergallery.org. 

ART, BROOKLYN COLLEGE 
MFA OPEN STUDIOS: Take 
a tour of 26 studios with 
student work. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn College (2900 
Bedford Ave. between 
Campus Road and Avenue 
I; Boylan Hall, fourth fl oor in 
Flatbush), www.brooklyn-
collegeart.info/2016/10/20/
brooklyn-college-mfa-
open-studios. 

MUSIC, ANNIE KEATING 
ALBUM RELEASE SHOW: 
The singer hosts a party 
with performances by the 
Brooklyn Youth Chorus, Ga-
briel Mayers, Jan Bell and 
Steve Mayone, and Astro-
grass. $15 ($12 in advance). 
7–11 pm. Jalopy Theatre 
(315 Columbia St. between 
Rapelye and Woodhull 
streets in Red Hook), www.
anniekeating.com. 

THEATER, “KINGS OF WAR”: 
This modern-day merging 
of Shakespeare’s “Henry 
V,” “Henry VI, Parts One, 
Two, and Three,” and 
“Richard III” shows three 
kings wrestling with power, 
giving soliloquies to the 
public while handheld cam-
eras capture them behind 
the scenes. In Dutch with 
English supertitles. $30–
$130. 7 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

ART, “FOUR FOXES” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: Four fe-
male artists from Brooklyn 
exhibit two- and three-
dimensional illustrations. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Grumpy Bert 
(82 Bond Street between 
Pacifi c Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill), 
www.grumpybert.com. 

THEATER, “SPEECH & DE-
BATE”: A play about teens 
trying to expose a teacher’s 
sexual misconduct. $12 
($10 students). 7:30 pm. 
New Workshop Theater at 
Brooklyn College [Campus 
Road between Hillel Place 
and Avenue H in Mid-
wood, (718) 951–4500], 
depthome.brooklyn.cuny.
edu/theater. 

THEATER, “AUTUMN”: A 
political drama about con-
fl icts across a generational 
divide. $30. 8 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488–1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
kumbletheater. 

“PARIS”: A baroque, bur-
lesque take on the Greek 
myth “The Judgement 
of Paris,” with can-can 
girls and singing divas. 

$25–$450. 8 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488–9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

THEATER, “THE 39 STEPS”: 
In this melodramatic com-
edy-romance, based on a 
Hitchcock fi lm, a man bum-
bles into a world of spies 
and intrigue. $25 ($20 stu-
dents and seniors). 8 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

SAT, NOV. 5
DANCE, “EXPOSED”: Neville 

Dance Theatre presents 
four world premieres, in-
cluding “Exposed,” a social 
commentary on internet 
stalking, “Blessed,” “Epi-
dermis,” and “Brahm’s 
Double Concerto.” $18–
$35. 3 pm and 7:30 pm. Ac-
tor’s Fund Arts Center (160 
Schermerhorn St. between 
Smith and Hoyt streets in 
Downtown), nevilledance-
exposed.eventbrite.com. 

MUSIC, “TSCHAIKOWSKY 
(AND OTHER RUSSIANS)”: 
Cabaret star Mark Nadler 
performs an exuberant 
romp through the work of 
Russian composers. $30. 
7:30 pm. Union Temple of 
Brooklyn [17 Eastern Pkwy. 
between Grand Army Plaza 
and Underhill Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–7600], www.union-
temple.org. 

MUSIC, INTERNATIONAL 
JAZZ QUARTET: Lena 
Bloch, Boris Netsvetaev, 
Matt Pavolka, and Dayeon 
Seok perform original 
music and the Ameri-
can songbook. $15. 7:30 
pm. The Drawing Room 
Brooklyn [56 Willoughby 
St. between Lawrence and 
Jay streets; Third fl oor in 
Downtown, (917) 836–
2105], www.drawingroom-
music.com.

FUNDRAISER, BROADWAY 
IN BROOKLYN: A salute 
to Sondheim from the 
Brooklyn Heights theater 
company Theater 2020. $50 
($100 VIP). 8 pm. First Uni-
tarian Society of Brooklyn 

[116 Pierrepont St. between 
Clinton Street and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 624–3614], www.the-
ater2020.com. 

MUSIC, PLAYLIST: Three 
bands — Arc Waves, 
Daphne, and Sleeples — 
combine to create a single 
set, alternating one song at 
a time. $10. 8 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Ful-
ton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

MUSIC, MIKE FAHIE QUIN-
TET: $25–$30. 8 pm. Art 
on the Corner [7420 Fourth 
Ave. at 75th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 745–8520], 
www.artonthecorner.org/
jazz.html. 

DANCE, “STORIES OF 
LONGING AND DESIRE”: 
Argentine tango company 
Estampas Porteñas per-
forms dances both soulful 
and celebratory. $36–$55. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. between Hil-
lel Place and Avenue H in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenter.org. 

THEATER, “THE 39 STEPS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, Nov. 4. 

TALK, “(RE)CONSIDERING 
TRAUMA” CONFERENCE: 
After a keynote presen-
tation about trauma and 
mental health, a diverse 
panel will talk about their 
own struggles and insights. 
$20. 9:30 am–3:30 pm. 
Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu. 

ART, “BESTIARY”: Noon–4 
pm. See Friday, Nov. 4. 

ART, “FLIGHT” QUILT SHOW: 
The Brooklyn Quilters’ 
Guild exhibits personal 
interpretations of the con-
cept “fl ight.” $3. Noon–4 
pm. Lefferts Historic House 
[452 Flatbush Ave. between 
Empire Boulevard and East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

FAMILY, HANSEL AND GRE-
TEL: A marionette version 
of the fairy tale, with folk 
songs from Humperdinck’s 
opera. Suitable for chil- Continued on page 44

Steampunk princess: Artist Viktor Koen combines historical 
images from the Library of Congress to create mythical fig-
ures in the show “Bestiary,” now on display at United Photo 
Industries Gallery in Dumbo. Viktor Koen

Spin doctor: Olympic medalist Simone Biles — and the rest 
of the Final Five Olympians — will flip and spin through the 
air of Barclays Center during the Kellogg’s Tour of Gymnastics 
Champions on Nov. 6 Associated Press / Dmitri Lovetsky
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LOOZA!: Join other 
families and learn to make 
challah, then hone in on 
happiness skills with Olga 
Gilburd, the author of 
“Happiness the Jewish 
Way.” $18 per family. 3 
pm. Shorefront YM-YWHA 
[3300 Coney Island Ave. at 
Brightwater Court in Brigh-
ton Beach, (718) 305–1144 
ext. 333], www.shorefronty.
org/challah. 

DINNER DANCE: The Com-
modore Barry Club hosts 
its annual event honoring 
Peter Lovett. Members 
and guests will enjoy cof-
fee, tea, beer and soda 
along with entertainment 
provided by Frank Kee-
gan. (BYOB). $30. 4–8 pm. 
St. Patrick’s Auditorium 
[Fourth Avenue at 97th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–3405], www.com-
modorebarryclubbrook-
lyn.org. 

MON, NOV. 7
TALK, “PIGEONS, OUR 

PESKY NEIGHBORS”: Mar-
garet Mittelbach, founder 
of the Secret Science Club, 
leads a panel of experts in 
a discussion on the history 
and contemporary life of 
the city’s most ubiquitous 
bird. $10. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 

Continued from page 43 

[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com.  

TUES, NOV. 8
THE GIST AND TRUMPCAST 

ELECTION NIGHT EX-
TRAVAGANZA: The hosts 
of two election-themed 
podcasts sponsor a night 
of thinkers and comedians 
while the election results 
roll in. $30. 7–midnight. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

FAMILY, ELECTION DAY: 
Keep the kids entertained 
with animal-focused events. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

FAMILY, KIDS VOTE TOO!: 
All children under 18 are 
welcome to cast their votes 
for national and local repre-
sentatives, make their mark 
with a quill pen, and try on 
a tricorn hat. Polls close at 
4 pm. $3. Noon to 4 pm. 
Lefferts Historic House [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Em-
pire Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org.

MUSIC, ROBU TRIO JAM 
SESSIONS: Instrumental-
ists, singers, artists, and 
dancers are welcome to 
collaborate with the band 
at this late-night jam ses-
sion. $10 ($4 for perform-
ers). 11 pm–2 am. The Five 
Spot [459 Myrtle Ave. at 
Washington Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill, (718) 852–0202], 
www.fi vespotsoulfood.
com.

THEATER, “THE SERVANT 
OF TWO MASTERS”: 7:30 
pm. See Sunday, Nov. 6. 

WED, NOV. 9
COMEDY, OPHIRA & ADIRA: 

A variety show with com-
edy, music, and magic, 
hosted by Ophira Eisen-
berg and Adira Amram. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 7:30 
pm. C’mon Everybody (325 
Franklin Ave. between Clif-
ton Place and Greene Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
cmoneverybody.com. 

MUSIC, “A STAR HAS BURNT 
MY EYE”: A play with music 
inspired by the extraor-
dinary New York story of 
unheralded musician Con-
nie Converse. $25. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Fisher (321 Ashland 
Pl. between Hansen Place 
and Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

FILM, NITEHAWK SHORT 
FILM FESTIVAL “OPENING 
NITE”: The festival opener 
features eight short fi lms, 
seven of them from Brook-
lyn fi lmmakers, followed a 
a discussion with the direc-
tors and an after-party. $15. 
7:30 pm. Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

 MUSIC, ZEENA PARKINS 
AND GREEN DOME: The 
harpist performs a set of 
new works. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 

Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

COMEDY, DEVOUR HOUR 
COMEDY!: A night of 
comedy and free pie! With 
Liz Magee, Shane O’Neill, 
Sarah Kennedy, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Hank’s Saloon 
[46 Third Ave. at Atlan-
tic Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 625–8003], www.exit-
fi ve.com/hankssaloon. 

MUSIC, FEATHERY QUAR-
TET: Contemporary impro-
vised music, jazz and more. 
$15. 8:30 pm. Ibeam Music 
Studio (168 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
ibeambrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “THE SERVANT 
OF TWO MASTERS”: 7:30 
pm. See Sunday, Nov. 6. 

THURS, NOV. 10
ART, “EMOTIONAL RESCUE” 

OPENING RECEPTION: A 
solo show of MK Medlock’s 
multimedia work, which 
uses glitter, neon, crayons, 
tee shirt ink, and more. 
Free. 6 pm. The Gallery at 
Gowanus Print Lab (54 Sec-
ond Ave. at Ninth Street in 
Gowanus), www.lovemkm.
eventbrite.com. 

FILM, “GHOSTWRITER” 
VIEWING PARTY: A 
screening of the fi rst story 
arc of the early ’90s PBS 
kids’ show “Ghostwriter.” 
$5. 7 pm. Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468], www.vid-
eology.info. 

DANCE, “RULES OF THE 
GAME”: A dance piece 
created by choreographer 
Jonah Bokaer, visual artist 
Daniel Arsham, and com-
poser Pharrell Williams. 
$25–$50. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, NAO NISHIHARA & 
AKI ONDA: $15 ($12 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Issue Project 
Room [22 Boerum Pl. at 
Livingston Street in Down-
town, (718) 330–0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.org. 

COMEDY, STANDARD TIME 
COMEDY SHOW: A live 
comedy talk show hosted 
by Gideon Hambright and 
Nasser Khan, with spe-
cial guests Dario Joseph, 
Chanel Ali, Emily Galati, 
and Maria Wojciechowski. 
Free. 8 pm. Pacifi c Stan-
dard [82 Fourth Ave. be-
tween Bergen Street and 
Wyckoff Place in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 858–1951], www.
pacifi cstandardbrooklyn.
com. 

FILM, SHOUTING AT THE 
SCREEN: Wyatt Cenac 
and Donwill host a night of 
blaxploitation fi lm, with a 
drinking game and funny 
commentary from the bal-
cony. $15. 9:30 pm. Alamo 
Drafthouse (445 Albee 
Square West between Wil-
loughby and Fulton streets 
Downtown), www.draft-
house.com/nyc. 

FRI, NOV. 11
FAMILY, HANSEL & GRETEL: 

A marionette adaptation 
of the fairy tale, with folk 
songs from Humperdinck’s 
opera. $10 ($9 kids). 12:30 
pm and 2:30 pm. Puppet-

works [338 Sixth Ave. at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

ART, “ONE CLOVER AND 
A BEE. AND REVERY” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of work by in-
ventive women artists in a 
variety of media. Free. 6:30 
pm. happylucky no.1 [734 
Nostrand Ave. between 
Park and Prospect places in 
Crown Heights, (347) 295 
0961], www.happyluckyno1.
com. 

ART, “CAMERA OF THE 
MONTH CLUB — A VI-
SUAL DIALOGUE” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: An 
exhibit of work by rising 
photographers. Free. 7–10 
pm. The Living Gallery 
[1094 Broadway at Dod-
worth Street in Bushwick, 
(631) 377–1998], www.the-
living-gallery.com. 

MUSIC, “ELECTION YEAR 
— A WORK IN PROG-
RESS”: A symphonic work 
composed by Kyle Saulnier 
in reaction to the 2016 
Presidential campaign. $10. 
7 pm. Shapeshifter Lab 
(18 Whitwell Pl. between 
Carroll and First streets in 
Gowanus), www.awakenin-
gorchestra.com. 

SAT, NOV. 12
MUSIC, GHOST: $39.50. 8 

pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

ART, “CAMERA OF THE 
MONTH CLUB — A VI-
SUAL DIALOGUE”: An 
exhibit of work by rising 
photographers. Free. 10 
am–6 pm. The Living Gal-
lery [1094 Broadway at 
Dodworth Street in Bush-
wick, (631) 377–1998], www.
the-living-gallery.com. 

ART, PIER AND SCANLAN 
GLASS OPEN STUDIOS: 
See master glassblowers 
create objects with molten 
glass. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
Scanlan and Pier Glass [499 
Van Brunt St. #2A, between 
Reed Street and the water 
in Red Hook, (718) 369–
3645], scanlanglass.com. 

ART, PARK SLOPE AND 
WINDSOR TERRACE 
ARTISTS’ OPEN STUDIO: 
Thirty-fi ve artists in Park 
Slope and Windsor Ter-
race open their studios to 
visitors. Free. Noon–5 pm. 
Various locations, (646) 
522–2364, parkslopewind-
sorterraceartists.word-
press.com. 

CHILDRENS’ BOOK FAIR: 
Award winning children’s 
authors, illustrators, and 
hands-on art activities and 
workshops. Free with mu-
seum admission. Noon to 
4 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

FAMILY, BABY LOVES DISCO: 
DJs, breakdancers, and 
beat boxers take children 
on a musical journey, with 
interactive dance activi-
ties, live performances and 
more. Free. 3:30–5 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College
to Flatbush Avenue  

on-site paid parking available
2

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

TONY DANZA
Standards & Stories

Sun, Nov 20 at 3pm

A Con Edison Music
Masters Series Event

BrooklynCenter.org
718-951-4500or
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Blackbirds depend on senior’s experience
BY LAURA AMATO

It’s time for a little bit of senior 
leadership.

The Long Island University 
men’s basketball team didn’t 
have a single senior player 
on its roster last season, and 
the lack of experience and on-
court direction made it a dif-
fi cult year for the Blackbirds. 
This year, however, the team 
has a handful of fourth-year 
players and none of them are 
more ready for their moment 
in the leadership-spotlight 
than Joel Hernandez.

The Blackbirds guard is ex-
pected to do a bit of everything 
for the squad — whether it’s di-
recting the offense, setting up 
on the wing, or giving advice 
away from the game. It’s a big-
time role for Hernandez — one 
he’s anxious to take on.

“Last year, there were no 
seniors, so we didn’t really 
have anybody to look up to 
and tell us on the court the 
right things to do,” Hernandez 
said. “So I just want to show 

the guys how to play and when 
things are going wrong — 
bring the team together.”

Hernandez has the tal-
ent — and the stats — to back 
up his words. He played in 31 
games last season, averaged 
12.2 points, and shot nearly 45 
percent from the fl oor — the 
second-best on the team. Her-
nandez will have to do even 
more this year.

The Blackbirds lost junior 
guard Martin Hermannsson 
during the offseason when he 
opted to turn pro overseas in-
stead of returning to Brook-
lyn, and the decision left a hole 
in the team’s backcourt. That’s 
where Hernandez — and his 
ball-handling skills — come in.

The 6-foot-3 guard is ex-
pected to play a good chunk of 
minutes at the point guard po-
sition this season, particularly 
when the Blackbirds begin 
the squad’s out-of-conference 
schedule on Nov. 11 against 
John Jay. It’s a new-look for the BLACKBIRDS’ BEST: Long Island University senior guard Joel Hernandez is ready to step into the spotlight 

this season, determined to lead the squad on both sides of the ball.  Long Island University Athletics 

BY LAURA AMATO
It’s not how you start, it’s how 
you fi nish — but Erasmus 
Hall’s football team didn’t 
quite fi nish.

The Dutchmen couldn’t 
hold on to a late-game lead on 
Oct. 29, falling to Curtis 44–42 
in one of the most hyped Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League 
football games of the season.

It’s the team’s fi rst loss this 
seasons and the fi rst time the 
Warriors have defeated Eras-
mus Hall since 1986.

“We don’t take anything 
[from this game] really ex-
cept a little bit of humble pie,” 
said Dutchmen coach Danny 
Landberg. “We’ll come back 
and we’ll play the game again. 
That’s all.”

Erasmus Hall (7–1) squan-
dered a 12-point lead down 

the stretch as Curtis quarter-
back Quincy Barnes tied the 
game on a fourth-and-inches 
run with just 40 seconds 
left. The junior quarterback 
called an audible at the line 
and pushed the ball into the 
end zone, refusing to give up 
against a wall of Dutchmen 
defenders.

Barnes followed up with 
the point-after pass to Amad 
Anderson, giving Curtis (8–0) 
the victory and stunning Er-
asmus Hall. 

“I think we were just get-
ting a little too cocky, and now 
it’s time to wake up,” said Er-
asmus Hall quarterback Aron 
Cruickshank.

Erasmus Hall struggled to 
fi nd a rhythm early on — fall-
ing into an early 22–6 hole — 
but the Dutchmen’s offense 

hit its stride late in the second 
quarter, sparked by the domi-
nant play of Cruickshank un-
der center. 

The junior did a bit of ev-
erything — throwing for 73 
yards, rushing for another 219 
yards, and tallying four touch-
downs — as Erasmus Hall 
clawed back to make it a two-
point game after three quar-
ters.

“We just told everybody, 
‘Calm down’ and ‘We came 
here for a reason,’ ” Cruick-
shank said. “We just wanted 
to try and get the job done.”

Erasmus Hall took its fi rst 
lead of the day with 8:35 left in 
regulation when Dejouree Ad-
dison barrelled into the end 
zone from eight yards out. 
Miles Ferguson padded the lead 

CROSSOVER: Erasmus Hall quarterback Aron Cruickshank did everything 
for the Dutchmen offense, accounting for four touchdowns in the squad’s 
44–42 loss to Curtis on Oct. 29. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Continued on page 49

Continued on page 49

Erasmus ‘record’ broken

• ‘We don’t take anything 
really except a little bit 
of humble pie’

• ‘If I have a family 
member, then 
they’re here’

— Erasmus Hall coach Danny Landberg on the 
team’s first loss of the season 

— Isaiah Whitehead on his first home 
game with the Nets

Falls to Curtis 44–40 for its fi rst loss of the season
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Fort Hamilton’s football 
team grabbed its fourth-
straight victory on Oct. 

29, taking down Grand Street 
Campus 22–20 on the road.

The Tigers (5–3) notched 
the game-winning touch-
down in the waning min-
utes of the Public Schools 
Athletic League City Con-
ference tilt, sparked by 
another dominant per-
formance by the squad’s 
ground game. Seba Nekhet 
and Troy Booker combined 
for 291 yards and three 
touchdowns on 22 carries 
— a two-pronged attack 
the Wolves’ defense simply 
couldn’t fi nd an answer for. 
The pair averaged just un-
der 14 yards per carry.

Fort Hamilton wraps up 
the regular season on Nov. 6 
against Erasmus Hall, and 
Grand Street Campus (5–3) 
faces Tottenville next.

Lincoln 44
New Utretcht 14

The Railsplitters jumped 
out to a 37-point lead in the 
fi rst half and never looked 
back, grabbing a much-
needed victory on Oct. 29.

Quarterback Faruq 
Shittu led the offensive 
charge, going eight-for-13 
for 175 yards and two touch-
downs, while running 
back Naim Coakley added 
89 rushing yards and two 
touchdowns. Shittu also 
added a rushing touch-
down.

Jaevon Lessey sparked 
Lincoln’s defense with a 
team-high fi ve tackles, in-
cluding two for a loss, as 
well as a pair of sacks. 

Canarsie 23
Brooklyn Tech 22

The Chiefs grabbed the 
dramatic victory with an 
overtime extra point after 
staging a late-game come-
back. Canarsie scored 16 
points in the second half, 
sparked by Eric Anderson’s 
pair of passing touchdowns. 
Tyleek Lowe also chipped 
in 120 rushing yards and 
one touchdown on nine car-
ries.

South Shore 14
Dewitt Clinton 6

The Vikings staged yet 
another late-game victory 
on Oct. 29, connecting on 

the two-point conversion 
in the fourth quarter. Ja-
son Martin was a statistical 
force, passing for 115 yards 
and one touchdown while 
also rushing for 137 yards. 
South Shore out-gained the 
Governors 312–168 by the fi -
nal whistle, averaging over 
fi ve yards every time the 
ball was snapped.

Midwood 32
Port Richmond 8

Tyshawn Young was a 
picture of effi ciency for the 
Hornets, completing just 
four passes for 124 yards and 
two touchdowns in the lop-
sided victory. The junior also 
added 25 rushing yards.

Tyrese Weeks was a 
force on the ground with a 
team-high 86 rushing yards 
and one touchdown on nine 
carries, while Silas Burch 
chipped in a defensive 
touchdown after recovering 
a fumble.

Sheepshead Bay 32
Lafayette 10

The Sharks settled into 
a rhythm from the get-go, 
cruising to a Bowl Confer-
ence victory. Collin Smith 
Aiken led the air-game with 
102 passing yards and two 
touchdowns, while Aaron 
Adams found the end zone 
twice on the ground.

Titus Leo racked up a 
team-high 11 tackles, in-
cluding three for a loss.

James Madison 38
Jamaica 12

The Golden Knights 
ground game was a two-
headed monster on Oct. 29, 
carrying the team to a Bowl 
Conference victory at home. 

Tigers roar past 
Grand Street

BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ
Set, spike, champions!

Brooklyn Tech’s girls vol-
leyball team engineered yet 
another divisional title on Oct. 
28, cruising to a 2–0 victory 
over Millennium and securing 
the Brooklyn A North–East 
championship. It’s yet another 
notch in the Engineers’ belt as 
the reigning Public Schools 
Athletic League volleyball 
champs’ record improved to 
10–0 with the win. The squad 
hasn’t lost a regular-season 
match in more than a decade.

“We work on a lot of com-
munication drills. I tell the 
girls ‘C-squared’ — concen-
trate and communicate,” 
Brooklyn Tech coach Rosanne 
D’Augusta said. “We wanted to 
keep the ball away from their 
libero — she’s excellent, and 
we knew they had some very 
good attacks — so we worked 
on keeping the ball away from 
her, placing it, and just calling 
the ball on time.” 

The Engineers grabbed a 
25–28 victory in the fi rst game 
of the day and stormed out to 
a 10–1 lead in the second, but 
Millennium wasn’t willing to 
simply give up the fi ght. The 
Phoenix rallied back to knot 
the match at 18-all and forced 
Brooklyn Tech to take a step 
back and regroup.

Outside hitter Alexandra 

Kusio led the late charge as 
Brooklyn Tech picked up the 
25–23 win. The sophomore 
racked up four aces, seven ser-
vice points, seven digs, and 
10 kills, but she was more im-
pressed with the way her team-
mates rallied down the stretch. 

“I am so proud of our team, 
because in this rebuilding 
year, we weren’t expected 
to get to this point, and to be 
undefeated at this time of the 
year is an amazing accom-
plishment for us,” she said.

Senior setter Anais Me-
wha fi nished the game with 

10 assists, fi ve digs, and one 
kill, and was setting her team-
mates up with scoring oppor-
tunities all night long. Now in 
her fourth and fi nal year with 
the Engineers, Mewha credits 
coaching with the team’s pe-
rennial success.

“I love Coach [D’Augusta],” 
Mewha said. “She’s amazing, 
and we are coming off a year 
that we won the city champi-
onship. And to be headed to 
the playoffs again is an amaz-
ing feeling.”

Senior mid-hitter Halyna 

PRIMED FOR PLAYOFFS: Brooklyn Tech’s girls volleyball team notched a 
divisional title on Oct. 28, setting up the Engineers to defend last year’s 
city championship win. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY LAURA AMATO
He’s ready to spread his 
wings.

Brooklyn Law & Tech se-
nior Mikko Johnson is Division 
I-bound after verbally commit-
ting to the St. Peter’s men’s bas-
ketball team on Oct. 28. 

Johnson visited the school 
and immediately knew he’d 
found his future home and 
teammates.

“I took a trip around the 
school, and I saw the school and 
met with the coaches, and I just 
really like it,” Johnson said. “I 
think it’s the best fi t for me.”

Johnson is just the second 
Division I commit from the 
Jets — Matt Scott is currently 
a junior at Niagara — and he’s 
the fi rst to admit that he was 
a bit surprised when he got 
the offer from the Peacocks 
roughly a month ago.

“I was very excited, be-

cause I’ve had a few rough in-
juries that made me feel down 
about my game,” Johnson 
said. “Basketball is a really 
emotional sport, even more 

than physical. So my emotions 
were going down, and I wasn’t 
all that motivated. But then, as 
we started to have that great 
summer, it motivated me more 
to work harder and know that 
I can achieve something.”

Johnson has always boasted 
a solid stat line — he averaged 
17 points, 6.63 rebounds, and 
6.13 assists last season — but 
he settled into his own recently, 
competing with the Jets on the 
summer and fall-league circuit. 
And St. Peter’s took notice.

Now, Johnson is planning 
for the future — and for where 
he’ll fi t in on a Peacocks squad 
that fi nished 14–16 last season. 

“I’m probably going to be 
playing the one,” Johnson said. 
“I think I’m a good leader, and 
as I get older, I’ll become an 
even better leader. I know that 
spending time with some of 

Jetting to the next level

PROUD PEACOCK: Brooklyn Law & 
Tech senior guard Mikko Johnson 
cemented his future on Oct. 28, ver-
bally commiting to the St. Peter’s 
men’s basketball team after visiting 
the campus.  Brooklyn Law & Tech

CAN YOU DIG IT?
Brooklyn Tech girls grab divisional title

FOOTBALL
ROUNDUP

by Laura Amato

Continued on page 49

Continued on page 49
Continued on page 49
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BY LAURA AMATO
It wasn’t exactly the return he 
hoped for.

Isaiah Whitehead didn’t 
step onto the court at Bar-
clays Center in the Nets home 
opener against the Pacers on 
Oct. 28. Two games into his pro 
career, the former Lincoln star 
is determined to do his part for 
the team — even if that means 
sitting on the bench. 

“It’s just to stay ready,” 
Whitehead said of his mind-
set. “That’s what I preach and 
that’s what [Jeremy Lin], Ron-
dae [Hollis-Jefferson], and all 
these other guys preach to me. 
You have to stay ready, and 
when your number is called, 
just try to produce.”

Whitehead played a few 
late-game minutes in the Nets 
opener at Boston on Oct. 26 
and hoped to see a bit of action 
in Brooklyn — particularly 
with a small army of friends 
and family in the stands. 

“If I have a family member, 
then they’re here,” Whitehead 
said. “It means a lot. They’re 
here and, of course, they know 
I’m not going to start or get 
a ton of minutes and they’re 
still coming. So that’s a big, 
big support system that I have 
and I love it.”

Whitehead became the 
hometown face of the Nets dur-
ing the preseason — after  the 

team traded up to select him  
in the second round of the Na-
tional Basketball Association 
draft earlier this year — and the 
former Railsplitters star had to 
admit to some pre-game nerves 
before heading to his fi rst pro 
game at Barclays Center. 

Whitehead did his best to 
follow a normal routine be-
fore he got to the arena — he 
got a hair cut, took a nap, went 
to shoot-around and, most im-
portantly, texted his mom. 

Ericka Rambert — always 
the inspiration behind White-
head’s intensity on the court 
— wished her son good luck 
and told him to be himself 
and play has hard as he could 
whenever he got on the court. 

It’s advice Whitehead has 

taken to heart in the fi rst few 
months of his pro career. He 
picked the brains of some Nets 
veterans — including point 
guard Jeremy Lin and Brook 
Lopez — trying to model his 
schedule after them. He’s also 
gotten close to second-year 
forward Rondae Hollis-Jeffer-
son, joking and laughing with 
the former Arizona standout 
in the locker before tip-off at 
Barclays. 

“It’s been huge,” Whitehead 
said of those relationships. 
“I’m just trying to see what 
works for me, because they’ve 
been around for some time 
now. So I’ve really got a lot of 
guys that I can look up to.”

Whitehead played a com-
bined four minutes in his 
fi rst two games as Net, and he 
didn’t score a single point. But 
that doesn’t mean that he isn’t 
close to getting playing time. 
In fact, Brooklyn coach Kenny 
Atkinson said Whitehead and 
fellow New York native Chris 
McCullough have both im-
pressed early this season. 

“When they leave an im-
pression, that’s the start of 
development,” Atkinson said. 
“And it leaves an impression 
in your mind as a coaching 
staff, and I think next time 
there’s a decision if we need to 
put them in or not, you think, 
‘Hey, let’s try this again.’ ”

Homecoming delayed
Coney Island native sidelined in Nets home opener

team — and Hernandez — but 
if he’s going to be a leader, it’s 
something he’ll have to do.

“He’s got a tight enough 
handle, he can make good 
decisions when the ball’s in 
his hands, and I think, as a 
senior, he’s mature enough 
to do things that way,” said 
Long Island University coach 
Jack Perri. “And you just 
don’t see that in our league 
very much.”

Having Hernandez at the 
point changes the way the 
Blackbirds run the game. In 
years past, Long Island Uni-
versity has thrived on a fast-
paced approach, sprinting up 
and down the court in transi-
tion and pushing the ball to-
wards the basket. The team 
still wants to do that as much 
as possible, but with Hernan-
dez up top, things will slow 
down just a bit.

“We’re not going to be fl y-

ing up the court with him 
at the point guard, but we’ll 
be much more of a halfcourt 
team,” Perri said. “[Julian 
Batts and Jashaun Ago-
sto] will also get minutes at 
point, and I think they un-
derstand that our strength 
is in the frontcourt.”

Hernandez is dealing with 
more responsibility than ever 
before in his career — both on 
and off the court — and there 
have been times when he’s 
been frustrated with the pro-
gression of the team. There 
are still a good chunk of young 
players, and there have been 
plenty of preseason growing 
pains to contend with.

Still, after a senior-less 
season and middle-of-the-
conference fi nish last year, 
Hernandez knows this team 
can handle just about any-
thing. And he’s ready to lead 
the Blackbirds to a title.

“I feel like every year 
we’ve gotten better, but we 
can even get better than what 
we were,” Hernandez said.

just over three minutes later, 
and it seemed the Dutchmen 
had seized momentum.

Curtis, however, had dif-
ferent ideas. The Warriors 
responded on the squad’s 
ensuing drive when Barnes 
found Justin Mitchell on a 
12-yard, scoring-strike with 
4:28 left.

Erasmus Hall tried to an-
swer in kind, but failed to 
keep the drive alive on the 
next possession — stalled 
on fourth-and-three at the 
Dutchmen 42-yard line. The 
miscue gave Curtis a short 
fi eld late in the game, but 
Landberg stood by his deci-
sion.

“We weren’t stopping 
them, so we just wanted to 
get the momentum going and 
get the fi rst down,” he said. 
“It was three yards and we 
just wanted to get the fi rst 
down because they had all 
three time outs. We wanted 
to keep the drive going, but it 

is what it is.”
The Warriors took over 

on downs and immediately 
marched into the red zone 
when Barnes found TySon 
Lawton for a 21-yard recep-
tion after standing in the 
pocket for several seconds. It 
was enough to spark Curtis 
and set Erasmus Hall back 
on its heels.

“I think we let ourselves 
down by not having confi -
dence that we were going to 
get that fi rst down,” Cruick-
shank said. “I think that’s it, 
to be honest.”

The silver lining for Er-
asmus Hall is that the year 
doesn’t end here. The Dutch-
men wrap up the regular sea-
son on Nov. 6 at home against 
Fort Hamilton and, after a 
loss like this, the squad is 
chomping at the bit to get 
back on the fi eld. This time, 
the team is determined to fi n-
ish well. 

“It’s time to turn on now,” 
Cruickshank said. 

“It starts in practice and 
we’ve got to come ready to 
work.”
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Krylyuk also chipped in her own 
impressive stat line — fi nishing 
the match with one ace, seven 
service points, and one dig.

The Engineers have ac-
complished the fi rst goal on 
the squad’s list for this sea-
son — wrapping up the league 
title without much resistance. 

Brooklyn Tech lost just one 
set in the fi rst 10 matches of 
the season. Now, the squad is 
turning its collective atten-
tion towards the postseason 
and a title defense the Engi-
neers know won’t be easy.

That’s where the C-squared 
philosophy comes into play, 
but Brooklyn Tech may add 
another point in the playoffs 
— chemistry. Teammates play 
off each other well, and the 

Engineers know chemistry is 
going to be the key.

“We are always learning 
more about each other’s abili-
ties and tendencies, which 
helps us step up in every game,” 
Krylyuk said. “Our team has 
bonded so well that we really 
are all just one support system 
for each other. Whether it be 
school-related pressure or any-
thing else, we are always there 
for our teammates.”

their upperclassmen will help 
me grow and mature.”

Johnson also added that his 
experience running the Jets’ of-
fense over the last few seasons 
will help make the transition 
to the college game easier. He’s 
most comfortable with the ball 
in his hands, reading a defense, 
and fi nding the open man on 
the court. 

“When the ball is in your 
hands, you control the tempo 

of the game,” Johnson said. 
“You’re really in control of ev-
erything. So that defi nitely 
helps you become a leader.”

Johnson took in a Peacocks 
practice during his visit — 
meeting with the coaching staff 
and players — and the time 
spent in the gym only solidifi ed 
his choice. He didn’t fi eld offers 
from any other schools — St. 
Peter’s simply made the most 
sense.

“I really just liked the way 
they worked, and I think I can 
fi t in perfectly,” Johnson said. 

Now, the senior’s got jhis 

sights set on contending for a 
city title. Brooklyn Law & Tech 
came up short last season, fall-
ing in the quarterfi nals, and 
Johnson is determined to lead 
his team to the top before tak-
ing his game to the next level. 
He’s also breathing a bit easier 
now, knowing his future is set 
and, most importantly, free. 

“It’s a huge weight off my 
shoulders,” Johnson said. “I get 
a free education, and it’s also go-
ing to take a lot of weight off my 
mother’s shoulders. She doesn’t 
have to pay for my college, and 
that’s really important to me.”

Elijah Jean Pierre and Mat-
thew Melbourne combined 
for 228 yards on the ground as 
Madison out-gained the Bea-
vers by more than 150 yards.

Jatelle Wilcher also added 
64 rushing yards and one 
touchdown in the win.

Eagle Academy II 30
Mott Haven 6

The Eagles averaged more 
than 20 yards per pass while 
nine different players racked 
up carries in the loss. Ramell 
Redd led the ground game 
with a team-high 69 yards 
and two touchdowns on six 
carries. Aziim Edghill Tobin 
hauled in two passes for 87 
yards.
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NEXT TIME: Isaiah Whitehead did 
not get any playing time during his  
fi rst appearance with the Nets at 
Barclays Center on Oct. 28. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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Need to put some money 
in your pocket?

Sell your unwanted 
in our classifieds sections

Today!
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NOVEMBER

15TH

RALLY FOR A NEW CONTRACT

2 Broadway @5pm

WWW.WHOMOVES.NYC
#WHOMOVESNYC 

#RALLYNOV15

We are NYC’s transit workers. We safely move 
nearly 8 million bus and subway riders a day: 
365 days a year, 24 hours a day. And with 
growing ridership, we will transport 150 
million more riders in 2016 than just a 
few years ago - with the same number of 
workers. 
  
These are uniquely dangerous and stressful
jobs. We are physically assaulted hundreds 
of times each year. Spitting incidents are 
at all time highs. Thousands of our 
brother and sister transit workers, 
meanwhile, are injured annually by 
on-the-job industrial accidents. 
Twelve were killed on duty since 2001. 

Our contract with the MTA is expiring. We 
will kick off our campaign for fair raises, solid 
bene�ts and no givebacks with a rally on �ov. 
15th in Lower Manhattan. We are NYC’s transit 
workers and We Move NY. 

Transport Workers Union of America AFL-CIO
Harry Lombardo, President
501 3rd St. NW - 9th Floor
Washington, DC 20001
www.twu.org

Transport Workers Union Local 100
John Samuelsen, President 
195 Montague St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201
www.twulocal100.org


