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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They want to buck the dol-
lar van trend.

The city is cracking 
down on so-called “dollar 
vans” operating illegally, 
in response to a hit-and-
run near Kings Plaza that 
 claimed a local man’s life 
in August . The vans op-

erate as for-hire vehicles 
— usually charging $2 
for rides up and down ar-
terial roadways such as 
Flatbush Avenue — but 
many drivers are not li-
censed with the Taxi and 
Limousine Commission, 
which ensures they are 
insured and have a safe 

record, and now offi cials 
plan to seize and auction 
off vans whose drivers are 
busted twice for illegal op-
eration, according to a lo-
cal pol who has been push-
ing the new program.

“We are working on 
a program — looking to 

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’ve got an appetite for ob-
struction!

Park Slopers have banned a de-
veloper from replacing the Fifth 
Avenue Key Food with an outlet 
of upscale grocery chains Whole 
Foods, Citarella, Balducci’s, 
Grace’s Marketplace, or Eataly as 
part of a deal they struck with the 
builder in exchange for their ap-
proval to erect a new apartment 
building on the site.

High-end emporiums are hun-
gry for a taste of the expensive 
neighborhood, but many longtime 
locals can’t actually afford to shop 
at them and want to ensure their 
beloved low-cost supermarket is 
succeeded by another store that 
fi ts their budget, according to one 
resident who was on the negotiat-
ing team.

“They’re just things that won’t 
work in this neighborhood,” said 
Ayana Muhammad, a property 
manager at local housing organi-
zation Park Slope North Housing 
Development Fund Corporation. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about getting your 
kicks.

Workers at upscale sex-
toy store Babeland in Park 
Slope may soon be getting 
lessons in martial arts as 
part of their new union-ne-
gotiated benefi ts package 
because homophobes and 
other bigots sometimes get 

a bit too frisky at the shop.
“We asked for a number 

of different safety train-
ings, which includes self 
defense, because custom-
ers do get physical,” said 
Stella Casanave, a non-bi-
nary-gendered Windsor 
Terrace native who works 
at the mom-and-pop shop’s 

Continued on page 16

Continued on page 16Continued on page 14

Latin dance festival celebrates decade in Clinton Hill
BY CAROLINE SPIVACK

It’s a fiesta! 
The soulful rhythms of Latin 

American ballroom dance will 
slide into Clinton Hill and step-
step-kick-off the 10th annual 
Brooklyn Salsa Congress and 
Dance Festival on Nov. 11. 

The event, which takes place 
at the Brooklyn Masonic Tem-
ple, welcomes even those who 
cannot tell salsa — the king of 
Latin dance — from the slow 
and sensual bachata or the fast 
and flashy cha-cha, said the 
event’s director. 

“It’s open to everyone. We 
want to introduce people to 
Latin dance and for people to 
come and have fun learning 
and trying the different styles,” 
said Arelis Beato, who founded 
the Tropical Image Dance Com-
pany in Sunset Park.

The Friday-night event will 
showcase fancy footwork from 
dance companies from across 
the city, including Tropical 
Image Dance Company, Bronx 
salsa team Descarga Latina, 
and the city-wide Mambo All-
Star Jam, among others. 

Continued on page 16

SPLIT DECISION: Ballroom dancers Jonathan Pitre and Arelis Beato show off their salsa moves at the Tropical Image 
Dance Company’s Sunset Park studio. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

MAMBO NO. 10‘Fancy’ 
free!

‘Dollar van’ crackdown Martial hearts!
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ABOUT TO GET SOME TLC:
The Taxi and Limousine Com-
mission plans to seize “dollar 
vans” operating illegally.
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bars upscale grocers
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

Since 1906

By far the best Pizza in the Borough!

 Restaurant  Pizza  Bar
The Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn

451 Carroll Street, Brooklyn  718-852-7800

On-premise Parking
Lunch Tuesday - Friday  Dinner daily from 3pm
Brunch on Sunday’s  Private Parties Welcome

www.montesnyc.com

WE ARE NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH
3 Course Pre Fixe Lunch $20 per person

Choice of:
Appetizer  Entree  Dessert

À La Carte menu also available

Tues-Thur:
Friday:

Saturday
Sunday

11:30am - 10pm
11:30am - 11pm
10:00am - 11pm
10:00am - 10pm

NEWS HOURS

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Bay Ridge’s “spite wall” is gone — now meet 
the “spite fence.”

The city  shut down an 87th Street man’s il-
legal home enlargement a decade ago , but he 
refused to clean up the half-built project, in-
stead letting a single, ugly wall loom over the 
block for a decade. Offi cials  demolished the 
partition on Oct. 20 citing safety concerns , 
but a construction fence that encircled it for 
the last year will remain up until the prop-
erty owner cleans up demolition debris.

But neighbors are not optimistic that 
will happen, considering the man’s appar-
ent obstructionist bent.

“Well, he doesn’t have the greatest track 
record, so if that fence is only going down 
when he’s ready for it to go down, then wel-
come to the neighborhood, because that 
thing doesn’t sound like it‘ll be coming down 
any time soon,” said Lawrence Hennessy, 
who lives a block away from the construction 
site. “That whole thing is one big mess.”

Robert Cunningham built the wall in 
2007 as part of a home expansion, but he 
didn’t have the proper permit and the city 
slapped him with a stop-work order.

Apparently angered at the setback, 
he refused to dismantle the barrier and 
fought the city for 10 years until offi cials 
determined it was in danger of collapse 
and sent workers to demolish the wall’s un-
stable sections, according to a Department 
of Buildings spokesman.

But even though the wall was disman-
tled, the unsightly construction fence a few 
feet in front of it cannot be removed until the 
area is no longer a construction zone — and 
for that to happen, Cunningham must de-
molish the remaining extension and fi ll in 
holes he dug on the property, said a spokes-
man for the Department of Buildings.

But it took nearly a decade to knock the 
wall down and neighbors are skeptical that 
Cunningham is in any hurry to repair the 
lot, according to one area resident who said 
the fence is only a marginal improvement 
over the wall.

“It took this long just to get that thing 
down, and he didn’t even take it down him-
self — the city did. So yeah, I think it’s 
probably safe to say it’s going to be there 
for a while,” said Jon Giannini, who lives 
around the corner on Colonial Road. “But 
it’s a step up from the wall. You don’t have 
to worry about a cinder block coming from 
out of no where and taking you out.”

Cunningham could also ask the city for 
a permit to fi nish the construction he be-
gan a decade ago, which would be equally 
painful for neighbors, said Hennessy. 

“It’s his property. He can do what ever 
he wants, but can you imagine if the neigh-
borhood went through all this just for it to 
start all over again?” said Hennessy. “I hope 
that’s not the case. But that wall was nick-
named the ‘spite wall,’ so if that’s any indi-
cation the block isn’t out of the woods yet.”

The city will continue to issue fi nes to 
Cunningham, but it cannot forcibly clean 
up the property and remove the fence un-
less there is a clear and present danger, a 
spokesman said.

“The [Department of Buildings] must fol-
low enforcement procedures that are pro-
vided by law. An emergency declaration can 
only be issued in the event that a condition 
poses a threat to the public. The owner will 
still be subject to additional violations if they 
don’t correct the condition or demolish the 
remaining portion of the wall,” said agency 
rep Alexander Schnell.

Cunningham did not return multiple re-
quests for comment.

HERE WE GO AGAIN: The “spite wall” on 87th Street is down, but a construction fence will remain up 
for the foreseeable future. Community News Group / Caroline Spivack 

Bad neighbors 
make bad fences
Ridge ‘spite fence’ replaces ‘spite wall’
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
He’s not David S. Pumpkins — 
he’s his own thing.

A Marine Parker says a pop-
ular “Saturday Night Live” skit 
has ruined his Halloween cos-
tume. Charles Mister was ex-
cited to show off the pumpkin-
emblazoned suit his wife bought 
him for Halloween this year — 
but after Tom Hanks wore it on 
the sketch-comedy show’s ab-
surdist “David Pumpkins” bit 
two weeks ago, it’s all anyone 
asks him about, he said.

“People are like ‘Are you 
pumpkin guy?’ and I’m like, 
‘No, I don’t want to be,’ ” said 
Mr. Mister, a public-school mu-
sic teacher. 

“I didn’t like the skit, I 
thought it was terrible. I don’t 
support that — I don’t support 
that pumpkin guy.”

His wife bought him the cos-
tume before the scene aired on 
Oct. 22, he said.

But the scene — in which 
a pumpkin-suited Tom Hanks 
and two skeleton b-boys are a 

haunted house’s least-scary at-
traction — has  become wildly 
popular , and  sales of the suit 
skyrocketed  after it aired.

Either way, Mister is in good 
company — Hanks tweeted he’d 
be wearing the be-jack-o-lan-
ternend ensemble on Hallow-
een.

And good get-ups apparently 
run in Mister’s family — his son 
Kylen won “best costume” for 
his “headless boy”  at the Ma-
rine Park Halloween festival on 
Oct. 29.

TOM-FOOLERY: Charles Mister (left) says his resemblance to 
Tom Hanks’s (right) “Saturday Night Live” character David S. 
Pumpkins is pure coincidence.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It was like the Spook-a-Rama 
came alive!

Pint-sized pirates, robots, and 
candy-crazed zombies invaded 
the People’s Playground on Oct. 
29 for the Coney Island Children’s 
Halloween Parade. The freak fest 
marched down the Boardwalk 
from W. 19th Street to Luna Park 
at W. 10th Street for a day-long fest 
featuring face-painting, magic 
shows, and free amusement park 
rides. And trick-or-treating tots 
had a blast, said one parent. 

“My kids loved it so much,” 
said Coney Islander Soledad So-
ria, who came out with her son 
and daughter dressed as Sonic 
the Hedgehog and a pony re-
spectively. “They love getting all 
dressed up and dancing around. 
They really enjoyed seeing the 
other kids’ costumes and went on 
a ton of rides at Luna Park. It was 
a great day.”

Families came out from across 
the borough for the Boardwalk 
bash — and some planned their 
costumes weeks in advance.

Sheepshead Bay resident 
John Calandra worked for two 
weeks transforming a Radio 
Flyer wagon into a Mister Softee 
ice cream truck for his 2-year-old 
son Luke. The cardboard creation 
featured a Bluetooth speaker sys-
tem that blared the frozen treat-
purveyor’s jingle on repeat. The 
costume grew out of Luke’s love 
for the song, said Calandra.

“My son doesn’t care much for 
ice cream, but he loves that song, 
and I said, ‘If my son likes Mister 
Softee, then gosh darn it, I’m go-
ing to make him a Mister Softie 
truck for Halloween,’ ” said Ca-
landra, who wore a branded T-
shirt to match his son’s costume. 
“I don’t know if we can top that 

next year, but we’ll certainly 
try.”

And the Calandras weren’t 
the only family who coordinated 
outfi ts. Bensonhurster Olivia Do-
mingo and her two kids dressed 
as Daenerys Targaryen and her 
dragons from the Home Box Of-
fi ce series “Game of Thrones.” 
Domingo felt the so-called 
“Mother of Dragons” costume 
was apt considering she’d birthed 
her own beasties.

“We wanted to do something 
that would include the whole fam-
ily,” said Domingo. “This is actu-
ally my fi rst time celebrating Hal-
loween. I’m from Argentina, and 
we don’t really celebrate it there, 
so I wanted to get really creative. 
And since I have two little drag-
ons, I thought it would be great to 
go as the Mother of Dragons.”

Parade of ghouls in 
Coney Argh-land

GREAT GET-UPS: (Above) Olivia 
Domingo and her children Mia and 
Valentino dressed as Daenerys Tar-
garyen and her dragons from “Game 
of Thrones. Photos by Joshua Winata

HANKS A LOT!
M’Parker: Tom’s ‘SNL’ skit ruined my pumpkin costume

TWISTED TRIO: Friends (left to right) Yui Kobayashi, Tabor Axelrod-Paoli, and 
Keiichi Kobayashi dressed as a candy-crazed zombie, a skeleton, and comic book 
character Deadpool. Photo by Joshua Winata
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It was a monster mash!

Miniature goblins and ghosts 
fi lled Owl’s Head Park on All 
Hallows’ Eve for the annual 
Haunted Halloween Walk in Bay 
Ridge. Hundreds turned out for 
the ghoulish gathering that fea-
tured a gory maze for adults and 
a fairy-tale forest for kids — along 
with games, rides, a costume con-
test, and plenty of candy. It was 
a thrilling night for tykes and 
adults alike, said one parent.

“The haunted house was 
pretty scary, actually. It was 
fi lled with all sorts of gross stuff 
like mummies and disfi gured 
characters,” said Sunset Parker 
Violet Rios, who brought her son 
Joelle dressed as a tiger. “People 
were really trying to grab you. It 
was pretty exciting.” 

The park was transformed 
into a paranormal playground 
with axe-wielding baddies to 
spook the adults and infl atable 

bouncy castles and slides for 
little ones. The evening also fea-
tured carnival staples such as 
zeppoles and sausage heroes for 
visitors to sink their vampire 
fangs into.

It was a night that bonded the 
community together, said one 
parent. 

“It really brings people to-

gether,” said Bay 
Ridgite JD Gold-
schmidt, who 
came out with his 
wife and daugh-
ter dressed up as 
a family of bat-
men. “We enjoyed 
going there and 
meeting friends 
in the neighbor-
hood and really 
just watching out 
daughter have 
a great time. I 
think we bought 
like 10 tickets to 

the Minnie Mouse bouncy house 
— we couldn’t get her out of that 
thing.” 

The event was sponsored 
by state Sen. Martin Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge), the Shore Road 
Parks Conservancy, and the 
Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team, which worked for 
days to set up the scare-fest.

Fun, frights at haunted walk

‘FRAIDY BIRD: An attendee dressed as an Angry Bird 
gets a shock. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

NO
V. 

6,
 2

01
6

4

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

BY LAUREN GILL
Maggie may — be yours!

The site of the borough’s fi rst 
“skyscraper” is up for sale as the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses have put an 
11-story tower built as an homage 
to the famed Hotel Margaret in 
Brooklyn Heights on the market. 

Built in 1889, the  Hotel Marga-
ret  once stood on the lot at Colum-
bia Heights and Orange streets, its 
11 stories towering over Brooklyn 
Heights — and was the borough’s 
tallest building at the time. Over 
the years, the hotel housed sev-
eral well-known artists, includ-
ing Betty Smith, the author of “A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn.”

A fi re completely gutted the 
building in 1980, but the architect 
redesigning its replacement hoped 
to keep the memory of the origi-
nal alive, incorporating elements 
from the hotel into the updated 
residential structure including 
its signature bay windows.

The building is currently 
zoned for residential use, but who-

ever buys it could seek the city’s 
permission to return it to its for-
mer glory as a luxury lodge, a 
church rep said.

“Currently they would have to 
get a zoning variance for a hotel, 
it’s in a residential district,” said 
Richard Devine, who is a spokes-
man for the religious organiza-
tion, formally called the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Society. 

Staffers for the Witnesses have 
been living in the building’s 97 
units for the past 30 years, includ-
ing Devine, who moved in shortly 
after it opened. 

“When it was brand new, my 
wife and I lived there for some 
years. We really enjoyed it,” he 
said. “We had beautiful bay win-
dows, beautiful views of the Prom-
enade and Lower Manhattan.”

The society has already sold off 
several of its holdings to Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kush-
ner, who most recently bought 
their headquarters at 25–30 Co-
lumbia Heights for $340 million 

and plans to  convert into a sprawl-
ing offi ce complex .

Kushner also owns  fi ve other 
buildings that make up “Dumbo 
Heights”  — an offi ce campus with 
restaurants and shops and is re-
portedly  in contract to buy a mas-
sive block-sized lot at 85 Jay St . 

The Witnesses currently have 
four properties on the market, 
including “The Towers” at Clark 
and Willow streets, which was 
also formerly a hotel.

Devine said the Watchtower 
still has an open space next to the 
Brooklyn Bridge and handful of 
residential digs left to sell. The or-
ganization hasn’t set a fi rm dead-
line for when it wants to unload all 
of the properties and will sell of the 
holdings as quickly as the real es-
tate offi ce can manage, he said.  

The Witnesses began moving 
into their new world headquar-
ters in upstate New York ahead of 
schedule in August, according to 
Devine, and he expects most of the 
move will be done by December.

HOLY MOLY: The Jehovah’s Witnesses are selling off their property at 97 Colum-
bia Heights in Brooklyn Heights.  Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Tall order in Heights
Witnesses unloading yet another building
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MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

BY LAUREN GILL
This is the inside scoop!

The city must start fi xing the crum-
bling three-tiered section of the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway soon, or else it will 
need to shut the busy thoroughfare for 
emergency repairs in a decade and send 
tens of thousands of cars to residential 
Brooklyn Heights streets, Department of 
Transportation offi cials say they have de-
termined  after recently cutting into the 
decrepit roadway for the fi rst time since it 
was built almost 70 years ago . 

“The structure has been out there 60-
some years and things are starting show 
their long life now,” project manager Tanvi 
Pandya told community members at a meet-
ing about the repairs on Nov. 1. “At this point 
we really need to start planning, otherwise 
in 10 to 12 years we can expect that we’ll 
have to shut down the lanes day and night … 
there’s going to be major disruptions because 
obviously when people can’t go on the BQE 
they’re going to have to go on local streets.” 

Over summer, workers drilled into sev-
eral spots in the triple cantilever bridge, 
which runs from Atlantic Avenue to Sands 
Street and is already 10 years past its ex-
pected lifespan. Inside, they found scaffold-
ing from when the thoroughfare was fi rst 
built in 1949, but fortunately nothing dras-
tically wrong, Pandya said.

They conducted several tests on the con-
crete to fi nd out how durable it still is and 
found that it had been worn down from cold 
weather, and that a few more freezing win-
ters will speed up the damage, according to 
Pandya. 

“If we have several winters with lots of 
snow we’re looking at quicker deterioration 
of the structure,” she said. 

There are also many leaky joints that 
are causing extra wear and tear, she said.

Locals hounded the transportation reps 
with concerns about traffi c being diverted 
onto local streets during the repairs, but 

they assured residents that the contractor 
who gets the gig must keep Furman Street 
and three lanes of traffi c on the roadway 
open in every direction.

“There is no plan to shut Furman Street 
as of now,” said Bob Collyer, the city’s dep-
uty commissioner of bridges. “Nothing 
is going to be shut down, we’re looking to 
keep traffi c fl owing.” 

Collyer also assured residents that they 
won’t have to deal with additional con-
struction from Mayor DeBlasio’s forthcom-
ing streetcar, as he shut down plans the 
city had to bring the so-called Brooklyn-
Queens Connector along Furman Street.

“The BQX had a proposal to run along 
York and Furman Street and along Co-
lumbia down towards the tunnel and I told 
them ‘You’ve got to stay away from the BQE 
or were just gonna stop it right now,’ ” he 
said. “If they’re coming by my structure, 
yes I get upset.” 

Funding for the reconstruction will 
come mostly out of the city’s coffers, and 
federal offi cials have promised they will 
also contribute, but the state is still refus-
ing to kick in any cash,  despite demands 
from local residents and pols , according to 
Collyer. 

 State honchos were planning to fund 
the fi xes several years ago ,  but nixed their 
plans in 2011  after deciding the decrepit 
hanging roadway wasn’t “urgent” enough, 
Collyer told the crowd.

The expressway is state-controlled, but 
Albany  has wriggled out of paying for the 
patch-up through a loophole  that leaves it 
off the hook for fi xing highways that don’t 
meet specifi c federal standards. 

Repairs are expected to begin in 2024 
and end in 2029, although they could be 
done between 2021 and 2026 if the state 
passes legislation to allow the city Depart-
ment of Transportation to use the same 
contractor for design and construction, the 
reps said.

Critical condition!
City cuts open BQE, fi nds it has 10 years to live

DRILL BABY DRILL: Workers cutting into the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway’s triple cantilever bridge 
for the fi rst time in its 70-year of existence. NYC Department of Transportation
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
The storm was no match for Brooklyn.

Hundreds of people came together on 
Oct. 29 to commemorate the four years 
since Hurricane Sandy devastated thou-
sands of homes and families in Brook-
lyn. Communities prayed, held candle-
light vigils, and used their hands to 
rebuild homes still in need of repairs.

Volunteers from the organization Re-
building Together NYC spent the morn-
ing working on five homes and three 
community gardens in Gerritsen Beach 
— including the home of one woman 
who was overwhelmed by the f lood of 
support.

“It brings tears to your eyes that 
people are willing to help,” said home-
owner Denise Garrett, whose home was 
damaged in the 2012 storm. “Back when 
Sandy hit, we had about 8 feet of water 
that caused our foundation to shift, and 
I still get water in the basement.”

And it was an eye-opening experi-
ence for the volunteers to see all of the 
work that remains, said Tyler Toohey 
from the company Shawmut Design and 
Construction.

“It was difficult to see that people 
were still affected by something that 
happened four years ago,” he said. “It 
was a great day for everybody to be out 
and be a part of a community, and feel-
ing the level of warmth from the com-
munity was pretty big as well.”

And more than 60 people — includ-
ing choir members from Beraca Baptist 
Church — gathered at Canarsie Pier on 
Saturday evening for a candlelight vigil 
to honor the storm’s victims.

It was a show of community strength 
that celebrated the progress locals have 
made since the hurricane, said Lucina 
Clarke, the founder of the Canarsie Di-
saster Recovery Coalition whose own 
home basement took on 6 feet of water 
the night of the storm. 

“We do this every year, because it’s a 
celebration of life,” said Clarke. “We all 
survived, but we’re still going through 
as a community after disaster. We light 
the candles to signify there is hope.”

PUTTING THE PIECES BACK — PHYSICALLY AND 
EMOTIONALLY: (Clockwise from above) Lima Cal-
bio of Queens attended a ceremony at Canarsie 
Pier with her family from the neighborhood. Vol-
unteer Gina DeGaetano helps Gerritsen Beach 
homeowner Denise Garrett during a Rebuilding 
Together NYC event. Neferti Garcia passed out 
candles in Canarsie. Volunteers Kathryn Berger 
and Brittany Salmon measure and cut drywall.

STILL REBUILDING
Hearts and homes on the mend four years after Hurricane Sandy hit Brooklyn
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 One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones. 
 
 Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
 FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  
 
 trusts and estates law, and estate planning.  

                                      

We’ll help you make educated decisions. 
Get answers to questions such as: 

-How can I protect assets 
from the government? 

-How can I save myself from 
expensive nursing home bills? 

-How can I spare my loved ones 
from the difficulties of probate? 
Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation. 
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.  

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209 

We’re also on the radio. 
TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer 

and AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 
at 6:00 PM to listen to 
 Ask the Lawyer with  

 Mike Connors.  
www.askthelawyer.nyc 

MON. NOV. 14th
BROOKLYN-
SHEEPSHEAD BAY
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Buckley’s
2926 Avenue S

THUR. NOV. 17th
BROOKLYN-

BAY RIDGE
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Vesuvio Restaurant
7305 Third Avenue

WED. NOV. 16th
BROOKLYN-

PARK SLOPE
11 AM & 3 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue
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H
opeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 

agency approved by the New York State Depart-

ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-

vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 

Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 

experienced with your specific needs and will always put 

you or your love done’s safety first.

Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 

understand and respect your customs and enhance you 

overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-

tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 

personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-

cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-

givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 

and Down syndrome.

At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 

that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-

cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 

your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 

quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 

providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-

tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 

Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 

We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 

knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 

and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 

companionship, care and personal attention that you or 

your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 

undergo a background check and have received exten-

sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 

approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 

classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-

mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 

quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-

icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 

Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 

care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 

member to become involved with your home care. When 

you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 

a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 

recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 

caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 

your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 

control over who and how your care is provided.

Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 

can depend on us to support you in your time of need—

365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 

can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 

they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 

and listen to feedback directly from you.

Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 

visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s the Afropunk Army.

Broke music lovers who 
want to attend the annual fes-
tival of black alternative bands 
and artists next year can get 
free tickets from Borough Pres-
idents — if they volunteer some 
of their time. 

The tickets, which cost 
$45–$75 at  this year’s festival  
in Commodore Barry Park, 
will be given to those donat-
ing eight hours of their time 
doing things such as distrib-
uting fl yers for Borough Pres-
ident Adams’s upcoming town 

Help Beep, get free 
Afropunk tickets!

CHECK YO SELF: Ice Cube headlined this year’s Afropunk festival. 
 Associated Press / Ricardo Brazziell

BY LAUREN GILL
This movie theater is the shhhh!

The opening of the trendy new 
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema Down-
town has oldsters cheering its strict 
“No talking, no texting” policy that 
promises to kick out patrons dis-
rupting their fellow moviegoers 
because they are sick of putting up 
with loquacious viewers ruining 
their good time at the talkies.

“That’s the way it should be,” 
said senior Carolyn Langley, who 
lives Downtown. “You’ve paid 
your money — that is your time. 
There are people who come in and 
don’t mind talking, they’re asking 
somebody what’s going on and it 
shouldn’t be.” 

The cinema — which was 
founded in Texas and just opened 
its fi rst Brooklyn location in the 
massive City Point complex on Ful-
ton Mall — is famous for its meal 

service and promise to  eject anyone 
interrupting the show , a two-strike 
policy in which managers and serv-
ers hand out warnings to people 
carrying on, before giving the mov-
iegoer the heave-ho the next time 
they’re caught gabbing or lighting 

up the room with their 
phone screen.

Langley said she 
often has to put up 
with chatty patrons at 
the Regal and Cobble 
Hill cinemas on Court 
Street — sometimes 
even having to move 
her seats to get away 
from unruly blabber-
mouths — and is eager 
to try out Alamo for 
a more serene experi-
ence. 

Indeed, the strict 
rules are exciting for a 

lot of residents looking to fi nally sit 
through a movie in peace, accord-
ing to one of the theater’s honchos.

“There are so many people who 
are anticipating this theater be-
cause there will be a place to have 

Loving the talkies, 
but not the talkers

Seniors cheer new, quiet Downtown movie house

SILENT FILMS: A mural in the newly opened Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued on page 16 Continued on page 14
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
A man drowned in a tank full of 
sewer water in Sheepshead Bay 
on Oct. 26.

Victim Michael Buffamante, 31 
— a city contractor working at the 
wastewater treatment facility on 
Knapp Street — fell into a 35-foot-
deep sewage tank at about 12:30 
pm, offi cials said. Fire Depart-
ment divers pulled Buffamante 
out of the murky water after a 
tough search and administered 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, 
according to Fire Department 
Deputy Chief John Hodgens.

“They performed a diffi cult 
search,” he said. “Approximately 
eight minutes later they pulled 
him out and got him out onto land 
and immediately CPR was started 
on him to try and get a pulse.”

Buffamante worked for Queens 
contractor Welkin Mechanical, 
which was working on upgrades 
to the plant, offi cials said. He was 
wearing safety equipment and the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection is investigating what 

went wrong, a rep said.
“According to on-site staff 

reports, the worker had been 
wearing personal protective 
equipment while performing 
the installation,” said agency 
spokesman Edward Timbers. 
“Additional workers are being 

interviewed now, and DEP will 
conduct a further review. DEP’s 
thoughts and prayers are with his 
family, friends and colleagues.”

Paramedics took him to Co-
ney Island Hospital, where doc-
tors pronounced him dead, offi -
cials said.

His fateful plunge

HOPE ALIVE: (Above) Paramedics try 
to resuscitate Michael Buffamante, a 
city worker who fell into a wastewa-
ter treatment tank (right) on Knapp 
Street in Sheepshead Bay on Oct. 26.  
 Photos by Paul Martinka

City worker drowns in Sheepshead Bay sewage tank

No more oversized 
homes in Bay Ridge

CH-CH-CHANGES: The change will prevent homes like this one from expanding 
further. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Council kills enlargement ‘special permits’
BY CAROLINE SPIVACK

They want to keep Bay Ridge 
classy.

Council demolished a rule on 
Oct. 27 that lets Ridgites drasti-
cally enlarge their homes because 
people were taking advantage of 
so-called “special permits” to erect 
gaudy McMansions. The reversal 

is a win, because loophole abus-
ers were tearing the neighbor-
hood apart by building fl ashy digs 
that stuck out on otherwise idyllic 
blocks, one local leader said.

“A home is your biggest asset, 
and when you have someone who 
applies for a special permit and 

Continued on page 14
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When we reach a cer-
tain age in life, it is in-
evitable that we deal with 
the death of loved ones. 

When no words can 
console us, when we 
grieve and feel helpless, 
we lean upon funeral di-
rectors to guide us, of-
fer us hope, and to assist 
with services that will 
commemorate the life of 
a loved one.

The Coney Island Me-
morial Chapel, under 
the direction of Funeral 
Director William Lom-
bardo, is there to support 
us. It is a non-sectarian 
facility that serves all 
faiths. Lombardo has 30 
years in the business, 
assisting people who are 
often overwhelmed with 
grief.  

He has earned proc-
lamations from the New 
York State Assembly and 
the Council of New York 
City for his generous con-
tributions to the com-
munity, as he has often 
stepped up to the plate 
to help those in need. 
One proclamation notes 
his generosity when five 
Guatemalan immigrants 
died in a fire. 

“He offered his ser-
vices and a dignified 
funeral, sending their 
remains back to their 
homeland without any 
cost to the families facing 
this catastrophic trag-
edy,” it reads. 

Another speaks of how 
he helped a grief-stricken 
mother whose 7-year-old 
was killed by the child’s 
father. 

“Bill donated a beauti-
ful casket, and all his ser-
vices with the same ar-
dor he has always shown 
when called upon for his 
assistance.”

Lombardo takes pride 
in serving others. 

“There is probably 
only one other funeral 
home within a mile and a 
half,” he says, so the Co-
ney Island Memorial Cha-
pel fills a much-needed 
void in the neighborhood. 
Pricing is extremely rea-
sonable, says Lombardo, 

and he intends to keep it 
that way. 

The facility is both a 
convenient and a lovely 
place for those wishing to 
pay their respects to the 
deceased. It has a large 
lobby that showcases 
a stunning chandelier, 
marble floor, and mosaic 
tile. It also has about 65 
parking spots, in an area 
that is bright and well-

lit because the last thing 
people want is to waste 
time running around 
looking for parking space 
when they are anxious to 
offer solace to friends and 
relatives.  

Traditional chapel ser-
vices allow ample time 
for visits, and families 
are welcome to make ar-
rangements for tailored 
times, should they de-

sire to do so. Mass cards, 
prayer cards, and thank 
you cards are also offered 
as part of the services. 
Should neighbors wish to 
remember relatives and 
friends with Mass cards, 
they are welcome to stop 
by the Coney Island Me-
morial Chapel to pur-
chase them. 

Today, many people 
plan ahead, selecting the 

funeral arrangements 
they desire. It reduces 
the burdens on loved 
ones, and at the same 
time, empowers people to 
make their own decisions 
about their final resting 
places. Coney Island Me-
morial Chapel offers this 
advance planning. 

The facility is handi-
capped accessible.

While few people enjoy 

talking about death, it’s 
nevertheless comforting 
to know that Coney Is-
land Memorial Chapel is 
there to offer us direction 
when the need arises.

The Coney Island Me-
morial Chapel Inc. [2009 
Mermaid Ave. between W. 
20th and W. 21st streets, 
(718) 373–0880, www.co-
neyislandmemorialcha-
pel.com]. Open 24–7. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Coney Island Memorial Chapel helps in time of grief
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city revealed the routes it is 
considering for  its planned Sun-
set Park-to-Queens streetcar 
system  in a  new report  released 
on Nov. 1, including some streets 
that could have to go traffi c-free 
to accommodate the $2.5-billion 
trolley and three potential new 
bridges.

Offi cials hope to make most 
of the Brooklyn–Queens Con-
nector lanes “exclusive” so the 
trolley won’t have to battle with 
regular traffi c, the report says, 
which means some of the pro-
posed streets would be closed 
to vehicles to accommodate the 
line.

A rendering shows Berry 
Street in Williamsburg as a so-
called “transitway,” open only 
to local traffi c, pedestrians, and 
streetcars running in both di-
rections. 

Planners are considering 
building new bridges at 19th 
Street across the Gowanus Ca-
nal and at Manhattan Avenue or 
Franklin Street across the New-
town Creek, according to the 
report.  City offi cials claim the 
$2.5-billion price-tag factors in 
new spans .

The plan outlines several op-
tions in each neighborhood and 
offers pros and cons for each 
thoroughfare — such as Down-
town, where offi cials will have 
to choose between running 

the cars near busy, subway-
connected Metrotech or into 
Dumbo, near Brooklyn Bridge 
Park and where many of the de-
velopers who came up with the 
idea for the streetcar system in 
the fi rst place have properties.

There are still no details on 
where the train yard or yards 
will go — and the city may need 
a full city block to accommodate 
the system’s full 47-car fl eet,  ac-
cording to a Crain’s report . 

Never one to shy away from a 

business opportunity, Red Hook 
dock owner John Quadrozzi Jr. 
 has already offered up  his Gow-
anus Bay Terminal as a poten-
tial site, though it would be 
far cheaper for the city to use 
land it already owns, such as at 
the Army Terminal in Sunset 
Park or the Navy Yard in Fort 
Greene.

The proposal comes af-
ter months of meetings with 
residents along the so-called 
Brooklyn–Queens Connector’s 
pathway, and offi cials will now 
begin meeting with community 
boards to discuss the specifi c 
routes and stops.

Locals at the workshops  — 
 including Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Sunset Park)  — 
expressed fears that the new 
amenity  will be a fast track to 
gentrifi cation  and skyrocket-
ing house prices, and  will be 
designed for rich yuppies and 
tourists  rather than Brooklyn’s 
neediest residents.

Many also demanded the city 
ensure free transfers to subways, 
buses, and ferries, which Mayor 
DeBlasio  has said is his goal but 
still can’t guarantee . 

The city plans on releasing a 
draft of the route in early 2017, 
followed by a public-approval 
process. Construction will be-
gin in 2019, and actual system 
is slated to start running in 
2024.

TRAINS OF THOUGHT
BERRY INTERESTING IDEA: A rendering imagines Berry Street in Williamsburg as a largely pedestrian- and trolley-only 
thoroughfare. Parsons Brinckerhoff

New streetcar plan reveals potential Bklyn routes

BY BILL ROUNDY
It’s almost over!

The 2016 election season is fi -
nally hurtling towards its nail-
biting conclusion, and you’re 
going to want a drink in your 
hand as you watch those fi nal 
returns on Nov. 8, whether to 
celebrate your candidate’s vic-
tory, or console yourself in de-
feat. Every bar with a television 
will have it tuned to the results, 
but here are a few spots for vote 
viewers that are doing some-
thing extra:

Whiskey and caucus
The Fundamental Theater 

Project hosts the “Raucous 
Caucus Election Night Apoca-
lypse” — an evening of music, 
comedy, poetry, and general 
chaos while the election results 
stream in live. Your ticket get 
you one free drink, and an open 
mic portion of the night will let 
you express any feelings you 
need to get out. 

Unit J (338 Moffat St. be-
tween Irving and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick, www.fun-
damentaltheaterproject.com). 
8–11:30 pm. $10. 

The Hole night
The comedy duo Talk Hole 

hosts “Election Night Live” 
— a screening at Kickstarter 
Headquarters. The evening 
will have contests and games 
to keep you going until the 
polls close. Snacks and special-
ity cocktails will be provided, 
while comedians Jacqueline 
Novak, Ana Fabrega, and more 
act as pundits.

Kickstarter (58 Kent St. be-
tween Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, talkhole.tum-
blr.com). 6:30–11 pm. Free, but 
RSVP required. 

Talk it out
Performance space Jack will 

present the “Election Night 
Watch Party (with Ike).” Democ-
racy devotees can drink beer 
and wine and watch election re-
turns on a big screen, while co-
median and talk show host Ike 
Ufomadu jokes during the com-
mercial breaks. 

Jack (505 Waverly Ave. be-
tween Fulton Street and Atlan-
tic Avenue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 7–11 pm. $5.

A laughing matter
Political Subversities pres-

ents “Election Night Live,” a 
comedy show where the come-
dians will update the audience 
on election returns between 
each set. The night will feature 
comedian Aparna Nancheria, 
hip-hop improv team North 
Coast, and musical comedy 
from Pop Roulette and Friends 
Who Folk. 

Littlefi eld (622 Degraw St. be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus, www.littlefi eldnyc.
com). 7:30 pm. $15 (10 in advance).

Studies show
The Society for the Advance-

ment of Social Studies hosts a 
political party with “Presiden-
tial History and Election Night 
Party,” featuring presidential 
trivia games, a lecture about 
the origin of democracy, a look 
back at the vicious, mud-sling-
ing presidential election of 1828, 
between Andrew Jackson and 
John Quincy Adams, and live 
coverage of the night’s develop-
ments.

The Bedford’s back room (110 
Bedford Ave. at N. 11th Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–1180, 
getsaucedatsass.tumblr.com). 7 
pm. Free.

Sip and screen
The Syndicated screening 

room and bar will be showing 
the election returns in its the-
ater and in the bar, and offering 
drink specials all night to help 
fi ght your nerves. 

Syndicated [40 Bogart St. 
between Thames and Grattan 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
386–3399, www.syndicatedbk.
com]. 7 pm. Free.

Election-night 
parties in Bklyn

DESK JOB: Comedian and actor Ike 
Ufomadu will bring the jokes during 
breaks between the election cover-
age at Jack on Nov. 8.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Potential routes in Sunset Park
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

www.bayridgeloans.org
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718�934-6809

Borrow  
$10,000 

for as low as

$200/
month*

10,000

June 15, 2016

PERSONAL LOAN

Ten Thousand
Your Name Here

0000000
0000000

00
0000000

*Payments based on 7.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments. Rates 
are based on creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. 

Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Apply today 
— applications 
available 24/7.

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Harlem comes to Brooklyn 
— by way of Atlantic City!

A musical stage play will 
bring sexy showgirls, sing-
ing, dancing, and classic 
jazz tunes music to Kings-
borough Community Col-
lege on Nov. 12. “On Ken-
tucky Avenue” will recreate 
the glitzy atmosphere of 
Club Harlem, a famous club 
that opened on Kentucky 
Avenue in Atlantic City 
in 1935. The play will in-
vite viewers to time travel 
through the club’s heyday 
from the 1940s to the 1960s, 
says an organizer.

“This is a musical about 
Club Harlem and the per-
formers who performed 
there — a full scale musi-
cal about a nightclub at a 
specifi c time,” said Anna 
Becker, executive director 
of the On Stage at Kings-
borough event series. “Peo-
ple will feel like they’re in 
Club Harlem. They will be 
singing numbers that you 
would have heard at that 
club, and songs that every-
one would know.”

But between the musical 
numbers and comic acts, 
the show will also offer a 
backstage glimpse at the 
lives of classic black jazz 
singers. That story gives 
the show a narrative heft 
that a simple recreation 
cannot match, said Becker.

“What sets this apart 

from other 
tribute shows 
is the really a 
dramatic struc-
ture that holds 
it together,” she 
said. “We’re 
seeing a back-
stage story. In 
many scenes 
the performers 
are backstage 
before they 
go on, talking 
about a prob-
lem at the club. 
And there’s a 
love story.”

“On Ken-
tucky Avenue” 
follows 14 fi c-
tional charac-
ters, some of 
them modeled 
on Ella Fitzger-
ald and Duke 
Ellington, who each graced 
the stage at Club Harlem. 
The 10 singers, one come-
dian, and a trio of pianist, 
drummer, and bassist, will 
perform famous nightclub 
acts from throughout the 
club’s history. During the 
90-minute show, viewers 
will see the performances, 
and the romances and fi ghts 
that happen backstage and 
in the audience. 

The show, part of the 
On Stage at Kingsborough 
series, will give Southern 
Brooklynites a rare chance 
to see a thrilling theater 

experience up close and in 
their own neighborhood, 
said Becker.

“Seeing this in an inti-
mate setting and up close 
with major performers — 
they will feel like they just 
saw something in its high-
est quality of art form,” she 
said.

“On Kentucky Avenue” at 
Kingsborough Community 
College [2001 Oriental Blvd. 
at Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368–5596, 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org]. Nov. 12 at 8 pm. 
$32. 

JOIN THE CLUB
Musical brings Club Harlem’s glitz and glam to Brooklyn

BIRD OF A FEATHER: “On Kentucky Avenue” 
will feature show girls in fancy outfi ts, evok-
ing glamor of Club Harlem in the 1930s.  
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LADIES IN RED: Showgirls sing and dance in the musical “On Kentucky Avenue,” playing at Kingsbor-
ough Community College on Nov. 12.  Mojo Visual
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an uninterrupted experi-
ence,” said Christina Ca-
cioppo, who handles pro-
gramming at the cinema. 

But not everyone agrees 
that movies shouldn’t listen 
to what audience members 
have to say. One youngster 
we spoke to thinks the pol-
icy is unnecessary, saying 

he’s never been peeved by 
chatter and claimed that 
patrons are able to patrol 
themselves without having 
to rely on monitors to keep 
the silence.

“I don’t think I’ll go be-
cause I don’t want to sup-
port somewhere that would 
impose such a harsh pun-
ishment on something that 
is really not that serious,” 
said Davonte Henry out-
side of Regal Cinema.  

Cacioppo said staff will 
keep in mind that the cin-
ema is located in chatty 
New York, though, and 
won’t be kicking people out 
at the drop of an “ahh!”

“I think we’re going to 
be thoughtful here,” she 
said. “Our staff are all New 
Yorkers so I think they’ll 
kind of get the difference 
between someone reacting 
to a movie and having a 
constant conversation.” 

Continued from cover

THEATER

SoHo outlet. 
The move comes after a recent rise in 

homophobes entering the shop and target-
ing their venom at queer and transgender 
employees, prompting workers to request 
martial arts training and other security 
measures.

Babeland staff subsequently voted to 
organize through the Retail, Wholesale 
and Department Store Union in May, in 
large part because they thought manage-
ment was not providing enough support 
for workers facing routine harassment at 
the hands of customers.

“Because the demographics of the work 
force are such, you do get people who are 
looking to target trans women, they’re 
looking to target young lesbian women,” 
said Phil Andrews, the union director 
who’s negotiating with Babeland on behalf 
of workers. 

Babeland owner Claire Cavanah said 
the problem is real and her business is do-
ing what it can to deal with it.

“There have been a bigger number of 
prank calls, and, in some instances, there 
are people who act inappropriately in the 
store,” said Cavanah. “People just get kind 
of crazy, and we kind of stumbled in our 
actual store-manager positions there, and 
the hourly workers felt they were not being 
backed up.”

In addition subsidizing martial-arts 

training, Babeland will provide seminars 
teaching employees how to support each 
other in confrontations, to formulate exit 
strategies, how to prevent themselves from 
getting cornered, and to use verbal and 
physical cues to de-escalate threatening 
situations. 

Workers also deal with shoppers who 
fail to perceive the distinction between 
asking a salesman at Home Depot what 
brand of power sander he prefers, and in-
quiring whether a sex educator at Babe-
land prefers her handcuffs with, or with-
out fuzz, according to Andrews.

“It’s a sex-toy shop, so you have peo-
ple being a little ignorant and thinking 
that, because it’s a sex-toy shop they can 
ask questions like, ‘What vibrator do you 
use?’ ” Andrews explained. “It’s kind of 
creepy, but not intentional.”

On  last week’s edition of Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio , Cavanah pointed out that it is 
store policy to not divulge if workers there 
have taken any devices for a test ride, and 
instead just point out what product manu-
facturers purport their products do.

Babeland and employees are about half-
way through bargaining negotiations, and 
are expected to sign a contract that will 
put the new training and security mea-
sures into affect sometime before year’s 
end, Andrew said.

As always, Brooklyn Weekly is hard 
on the Babeland beat. Just last week, we 
broke the news that the store is  certifi ed 
“senior-friendly,” thanks to its wide aisles, 
discounts, and quiet music .

does not respect the char-
acter of the block, it pits 
neighbors against neigh-
bors,” said Community 
Board 10 district manager 
Josephine Beckmann. “I 
am very happy that after 
many years of advocacy for 
its removal it’s fi nally com-
pleted.” 

The permits were avail-
able to residents seeking 
to expand one- and two-
family homes larger than 
zoning laws allow. The De-
partment of City Planning 
created the permits so fam-
ilies could enlarge their 

homes as they had chil-
dren — rather than having 
to move to a bigger house 
every time a new member 
joins the family.

The community board 
originally opted into the 
program 20 years ago be-
lieving that the city would 
ensure the expansions did 
not alter the neighborhood’s 
character, but the permits 
were frequently used for 
projects community lead-
ers felt were inappropriate, 
said Beckmann. 

“I think it was well-in-
tended, but in time I think 
we realized that it really 
wasn’t being used as it was 
intended,” she said. “Now 
this protects community 

character and stops devel-
opers from using it to ex-
pand houses just because 
they can.”

Community Board 10 
has tried to deep-six the 
special permits in the past, 
but the notion never gained 
traction. This go-around, 
Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge) and the 
Department of City Plan-
ning helped the board draft 
an amendment to zoning 
law that would remove it 
from the special-permit 
program, and Gentile got 
his colleagues in Council to 
unanimously approve the 
measure.

The amendment took ef-
fect on Nov. 1.

Continued from cover

PERMITS

Continued from cover

BABELAND

KARATE SHOP: Upscale Park Slope sex-toy shop Babeland is in talks to subsidize martial-arts training 
for employees, who claim they are routinely harassed by customers.  Photo by Bryan Bruchman

L E T  OU R  FA M I LY  H E L P  YOU R  FA M I LY  
I N  YOU R  T I M E  OF  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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“They come in and they see 
the high rent prices, but fail 
to realize there’s a long list 
of people that have lived 
here for 20, 30, 40, and some 
even 50 years.”

After months of discus-
sions, developer Avery Hall 
Investments has also agreed 
to allot 22,000 square feet — 
around half a football fi eld 
— to a new grocery store on 
the site at Baltic Street, in a 
building that will include 
165 apartments.

That’s a smaller market 
than the roughly 30,000-

square-foot Key Food cur-
rently there, but far more 
than the 7,500-square-foot 
space that Avery Hall had 
originally pitched  after it 
inked a deal to buy the prop-
erty last year , and most res-
idents at a meeting unveil-
ing the deal on Nov. 1 said 
they were satisfi ed with the 
compromise.

“This feels like a win,” 
said local Isaac Lief. 

Typically, locals 
wouldn’t get a say in the 
development, but the 
land falls under an ur-
ban renewal plan, so any 
changes there will require 
the city’s sign-off, and res-
idents were able to exploit 

the arrangement to secure 
another affordable grocery 
store, according to one lo-
cal pol.

“It was clear the city was 
much less likely to grant 
them the change to the ur-
ban renewal plan unless we 
reached a good deal around 
the supermarket,” said 
Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope).

In addition to blacklist-
ing the aforementioned lux-
ury grocers, the developer 
has agreed to give locals a 
say in which markets will 
be approached to operate 
the more compact super-
market on the site, and to 
try to sign the eventual win-

ner onto a 20-year lease.
The operators will be re-

quired to set aside at least 
half of the shopping space 
for foods that need to be pre-
pared at home, and 30 per-
cent of the retail area must 
be reserved for perishable 
goods. 

The new development 
will include 182 subter-
ranean parking spots, al-
though shoppers will likely 
have to pay to use it, accord-
ing to local S.J. Avery (no 
relation to the developer), 
who was also on the negoti-
ating committee.

Avery Hall is also includ-
ing 41 below-market-rate 
units in its development.

hall meeting with the 
chair of the New York 
City Housing Author-
ity chairwoman Shola 
Olatoye and Council-
man Ritchie Torres (D-
Bronx) and promoting 
awareness about pro-
grams that already exist 
but people might not oth-
erwise know about. 

“We think even more 
so there will be folks 
that are already keen on 
going to the festival that 
are looking at this as a 
possible opportunity for 
public service,” said Ste-
fan Ringel, a Borough 
Hall spokesman.

Afropunk — which 
has expanded from 
Brooklyn to three other 
locations around the 
world — offered free 
tickets in years past, but 
added a price tag for the 
fi rst time in 2015, creat-
ing the free-tickets-for-
volunteer program to 
keep the show available 

to all Brooklynites. 
And Ringel said add-

ing to those volunteer 
opportunities was a no-
brainer for the Beep’s of-
fi ce. 

“Afropunk has an 
incredible culture sur-
rounding it, of social 
activism merging with 
popular culture or in 
some ways counter-cul-
ture to raise conscious-
ness on a variety of is-
sues already,” he said. 
“It’s about activating 
the festival with a year 
round movements that’s 
really plugged into pub-
lic service.”

Details of next year’s 
festival aren’t available 
yet, but the two-day fest 
typically takes place in 
late August at Commo-
dore Barry Park in Fort 
Greene. Part perform-
ers have included Bad 
Brains, Cee Lo Green, 
Janelle Monae, Suicidal 
Tendencies, Lauryn Hill, 
Ice Cube, and Kelis.

To get involved, visit 
www.afropunkfestival.
com.

The performances 
will be followed by a 
chance for the audience 
to mingle with the pro-
fessional dancers, get 
some one-on-one les-
sons, and show off their 
own moves. While DJs 
spin, revelers taking 
a break from dancing 
will be able to visit food 
stands and local ven-
dors.

Those entranced by 
Friday night’s dancers 
can hit a Saturday af-
ternoon boot camp to 
learn salsa and bachata 
choreography at Tropi-
cal Image’s Sunset Park 
studio, followed by a 
chance to try out the 
moves at an after-party. 
A party on Sunday night 
in Manhattan will con-
clude the festival.

Beato, known as 
“Magic Feet” in the 
mambo community be-
cause of her rapid steps 
and technical mastery, 
began the Salsa Con-
gress 10 years ago as a 
fund raiser for Tropical 
Image, which offers free 
or discounted dance 

classes to kids in Sunset 
Park. The project of get-
ting kids off the street 
and into the studio was 
a reaction to the neigh-
borhood’s lack of after-
school programming, 
she said.

“As the years went by 
and I saw the different 
needs of the kids, [the 
dance company] started 
to develop as a fun, safe 
place for kids to come,” 
said Beato, who grew up 
in Park Slope and Sun-
set Park. “It’ll be a fun 
festival, but it’s also for 
a good cause.”

Brooklyn Salsa Con-
gress and Dance Festival 
at the Brooklyn Masonic 
Temple [317 Clermont 
Ave. at Lafayette Av-
enue, (718) 638–1256, 
www.brooklynmasonict-
empleny.com]. Nov. 11, 8 
pm–2 am. $30–$40. Week-
end pass $65–$75.

Dance Performance 
Boot Camp and After 
Party at Tropical Im-
age Dance Company [475 
41st St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Sunset Park, (646) 
481–1818, www.brook-
lynsalsa.com]. Nov. 12. 
Boot camp at 2 pm, party 
9 pm–2 am. $40 ($10 for 
party only).

make sure that becomes 
part of the protocol for 
NYPD and TLC — that 
they can take illegal vans 
off the street, because the 
people getting on these 
vans have no clue that 
they are not insured and 
have no clue they are not 
licensed,” said state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Marine 
Park).

Currently, cops only is-
sue fi nes when they catch 

unlicensed livery drivers, 
but that is not enough — 
drivers consider the pen-
alties a cost of doing busi-
ness, but the prospect of 
losing their wheels en-
tirely may get more trac-
tion, according to a taxi 
commission spokesman.

“The disincentive is ob-
viously huge,” said agency 
rep Allan Fromberg.

The city plans to start 
the new second-strike pro-
gram within the next few 
months, but fi rst offenses 
would still only result in a 
summons, he said.

Police used to seize ve-
hicles on fi rst offenses — 
sometimes before alleged 
offenders were even found 
guilty — until a judge 
ruled the practice uncon-
stitutional in 2015. But the 
two-strike policy appears 
to stand on fi rmer legal 
ground, Fromberg said.

Meantime, offi cers 
from the 63rd Precinct — 
which encompasses Ma-
rine Park and Mill Basin 
— are handing out more 
tickets, Golden said.

“There’s been hun-
dreds of summonses, Cap-

tain Burke [the precinct’s 
commander] is doing an 
outstanding job. The TLC 
is doing an outstanding 
job,” he said.

The pre-2015 practice of 
seizing vans was a major 
blow to drivers, and the 
proposed program will hit 
them where it hurts, one 
unlicensed dollar van op-
erator said.

“It’s my personal van. 
It will mess me up,” said 
a driver at the corner of 
Flatbush Avenue and Ave-
nue U who refused to give 
his name.

Continued from cover
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SUPER: Councilman Brad Lander praised locals for their hard work in pressuring developer Avery Hall Investments to retain a large 
grocery store at the site of the Fifth Avenue Key Food supermarket.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

KICK OFF THE WEEKEND  WITH

Enjoy our Friday 

Prix Fix Menu

3 COURSES, ONLY $21.95!
Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE Join our Mailing List

for specials, news and promotions!

Text  to 
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