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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s Elmo’s World — or 
else!
The cheery, smiling 
face of iconic red Ses-
ame Street muppet 
Elmo hides a danger-
ous, power-hungry des-
pot in a mostly-Spanish 
language play opening 

at the Bushwick Starr 
on Nov. 17. “Furry! La 
Furia!” tracks the life 
of a panhandling Elmo 
impersonator in Times 
Square, fi ghting for dom-
inance among his fellow 
costumed characters. 
The fall from hardwork-
ing entertainer to vio-

lent hoodlum is a classic 
American tale, said the 
show’s creator.
“It starts from a really 
sincere and kind of sur-
vivalist mentality of 
maintaining your fam-
ily and then it gets a lit-
tle out of control,” said 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It is mourning again in Park 
Slope.

The heart of progressive 
Brooklyn is in shock after the 
nation elected Republican Don-
ald Trump as the country’s Com-
mander in Chief on Tuesday, with 
locals brushing back tears as they 
trudged to work on a Wednesday 
morning that felt more like the 
day after tomorrow, according to 
one local leader.

“We’re all a little shell-shocked 
today,” said Community Board 6 
district manager Craig Hammer-
man. “I saw people in tears this 
morning walking through the 
streets. There was a lot of hug-
ging — just a very sad tone.”

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a new way to look at 
parking.

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Midwood) an-
gled the city to triple park-
ing spots on a block of Ave-
nue P by changing parallel 
spaces to angled ones that 
can fi t more cars. The 20 
new angled slips between 

E. 23rd and E. 24th streets 
— replacing a paltry six 
spaces — are near two pub-
lic schools, housing, and a 
synagogue. The busy area 
drew a lot of drivers, but 
now it is much easier to fi nd 
a spot, said Jacob Lomner, 
who lives right next to the 
shul.

Continued on page 8
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Southern 
Bklyn to Don: 
‘You’re hired’

BY MAX JAEGER, 
JULIANNE CUBA, 

& CAROLINE SPIVACK
It was the Russians.

In an election where Russian 
spies allegedly hacked Hillary 
Clinton’s e-mails and president-
elect Donald Trump’s admira-
tion for Russian Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin was a central 
theme, the borough’s slavs proved 
Southern Brooklyn is Trump 
Country. The Donald carried the 
neighborhoods of Sheepshead 
Bay, Gravesend, Midwood, Brigh-
ton Beach, and Manhattan Beach 
— even as Clinton gobbled up the 
borough-wide vote.

And the nation’s soon-to-be 
45th president can thank immi-
grants from The Great Bear, who 
supported him for his friendly 
relationship with Putin, his al-
legiance to Israel, and his prom-
ise to grow the economy, accord-

Continued on page 8

TRUMP COUNTRY
Tears fl ow in 
Brownstone 

Brooklyn

Elmo’s fi sts of furryAn angle on parking

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 46 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

DOWN FOR THE DON: Donald Trump carried several neighborhoods in Southern Brooklyn and tied Hillary Clinton in 
many more — even as she gobbled up more than 90 percent of ballots in the northern half of the borough. 
 Associated Press / Charles Krupa
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FUR WILL FLY: A Times Square cos-
tumed character looks to expand his 
territory using Sun Tzu treatise “The Art 
of War” in  the play “Furry! La Furia!”

SHOCK & AWWW
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

SAL’S TRANSMISSIONS
Quality & Honesty

www.salstrans.com

MONTH WARRANTY 
UNLIMITED MILES ON 
TRANSMISSION REBUILT12

 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

Fleet

Accounts

Welcome

God Bless America and Our Veterans!

Check Engine 
Light On?

FREE Diagnostic

BY MAX JAEGER
A suspect has been arrested 
in the killing of L&B Spu-
moni Gardens owner Louis 
Barbati, offi cials confi rmed 
on Nov. 3.

Investigators identifi ed 
the man as Andres Fernan-
dez.

Barbati was  shot dead in 
front of his Dyker Heights 
home  at the corner of 12th 
Avenue and 76th Street on 
June 30 in what investiga-
tors believed was a botched 
robbery.

A Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation agent has testi-
fi ed that surveillance video 
shows Fernandez hiding 
behind a tree across the 
street from Barbati’s house 
just before the apparent 
murder, according to court 
documents unsealed on 
Nov. 3.

The suspect can be seen 
putting on a black glove and 
holding what appears to be 
a handgun, the agent testi-
fi ed. Video further shows 
him crossing the street to-
ward Barbati’s house just 
before the attack, the inves-
tigator attested.

Cellphone records put 
him outside Barbati’s home 
and near Spumoni Gardens 
on the day of the killing, in-
vestigators said.

Barbati’s family is re-
lieved that someone may 
be held accountable for the 

killing, according to a state-
ment issued through the 
family’s lawyer. 

“The loss of ‘Lou Lou’ 
leaves a void that will 
never be filled, however, 
the fact that someone is 
being brought to justice 
aides in the healing pro-
cess,” the letter states. 
“We now hope that the 
court system will move 
swiftly to bring this mat-
ter to a just result and 
that, if convicted, the per-
petrator receives the max-
imum penalty provided by 
law. The family wishes to 
thank all the law enforce-
ment officials who worked 
so hard for so long to see 
that justice was done.”

Police believe the attack 
was a botched robbery, but 
some speculated the crime 
may have been mob-re-
lated.

The agent who testifi ed 
in the criminal complaint 
against Fernandez special-
izes in organized crime and 
has been involved in fi ve 
such cases including ones 
related to the “La Cosa Nos-
tra” crime family, he testi-
fi ed.

He did not divulge the 
full story, he stated in the 
complaint.

“Because the purpose 
of this complaint is to set 
forth only those facts nec-
essary to establish probable 

cause to arrest, I have not 
described all the relevant 
facts and circumstances 
of which I am aware,” he 
stated.

Barbati’s sister ex-
pressed concern outside of 
court that Fernandez may 
be connected.

“We’re afraid. We don’t 
know what kind of reach 
this guy has. This is a horri-
ble life for us,” said sibling 
Camille McDonald.

Fernandez is charged 
with murder, robbery, and 
fi rearms possession, but 
his lawyer Avrom Robin de-
clined to comment.

Judge Peggy Kuo did not 
set a bail amount.

— with Caroline Spivack

Arrest in L&B murder

Louis Barbati

JUSTICE IN THE WORKS: Louis Barbati’s sister Camille McDonald and family friend Philp Gregory 
leave Brooklyn Federal Court on Nov. 3 after the arrangement of suspect Andres Fernandez. 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

FBI collars a suspect in pizzaiolo’s June shooting death
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BY LAUREN GILL
And you thought your election 
party sucked. 

I was one of the journalists 
who attended Hillary Clinton’s 
election-night event, witnessing 
fi rst-hand as the mood amongst 
the press and Clinton’s biggest 
fans gave way from a festive air 
of excitement to the tense, tear-
ful realization that there would 
be no celebration, no tears of joy, 
and no fi rst woman president. 

When I arrived at Manhat-
tan’s Jacob Javits Center — 
where Clinton was supposed to 
give her election-night remarks 
under the arena’s oh-so-apt 
glass ceiling — supporters who 
hadn’t scored seats were gath-
ering outside the police barri-
cades decked out in “I’m with 
her” and “Nasty woman” mer-
chandise. They were jovial and 
smiling, brimming with confi -
dence that they were going to be 
part of something big.

Inside, the press room and 
lobby were bustling with bright-
eyed reporters and guests, many 
looking forward to witnessing a 
moment for the history books.

This paper was disgrace-
fully not given any seats in the 
media fi ling center, but we “bor-
rowed” the ones assigned to Tel-
emundo, whose reporters never 
showed up to claim them. Look-
ing back, maybe they already 
knew what was coming.

Earlier in the evening, Mayor 
DeBlasio and Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito revved 
up crowd members, who roared 
in cheers as television networks 
fl ashed the scene at the conven-
tion hall across the big screen. 
But by the time Gov. Cuomo and 

singer Katy Perry took the stage 
at around 9:30 pm, their remarks 
landed with a heavy thud. 

The reporters in the media 
center just seemed annoyed that 
the televisions were showing 
these rah-rah speeches instead of 
the news coverage. People’s eyes 
were glued to the screens as their 
eyebrows furrowed and whispers 
of “He can’t win” fi lled the room. 

Then Clinton won Virginia 
and members of the press 
erupted in cheers and the mood 
in the room lightened a bit — 
but not for long. 

At around 10:15 pm, the mon-
itors showed a video of celebri-
ties singing Rachel Platten’s 
“Fight Song” — Clinton’s cam-
paign anthem — but instead of 
coming off as cute and amus-
ing, it seemed out of place and 
annoying. It was too soon. 

By 11:30 pm, you could hear 
a pin drop. More and more re-
porters started hitting the bar 
to ease their anxiety. Whispers 
of “Do you think he’ll actually 
win?” “What would even hap-
pen?” fi lled the room. 

And then we waited, and 
waited, and waited. At 1:15 am, 
Clinton’s path to the White 
House seemed all but scorched. 
The crowd thinned out.

Outside the convention cen-
ter, the streets were completely 
empty. Police offi cers gave half-
hearted “Have a good night”s 
and exchanged looks of shock 
and disappointment with the de-
parting crowd members. No one 
wanted to talk with a reporter.

“I’m too depressed,” said one 
woman sporting an “I’m with 
her” shirt and she made a bee-
line for the door.

BY RUTH BROWN
In the end, Clinton Street and 
Second Place were the real signs 
of the times.

Hundreds of Brooklynites 
gathered at President and Clin-
ton streets in Carroll Gardens to 
watch the presidential election 
results roll in on Nov. 8, but the 
largely pro-Clinton crowd turned 
from celebration to desperation 
as it became increasingly un-
likely that the street names would 
not prove prophetic — for a sec-
ond time, at least — with many 
attendees saying they’d rather 
leave Brooklyn and the U.S. alto-
gether than face life under a Pres-
ident Trump. 

“I’m moving to Malaysia, I 
can’t live with that — the hate 
and the vile stuff that comes out 
of him, I’m already freaked out,” 
said Columbia Street Waterfront 
District resident and event co-or-
ganizer Amanda Zinoman, who 
said she was particularly scared 
for her African-American son. 
“It’s terrifying.”

More than 200 people were 
crammed into the corner at any 
one time during the bash, police 
estimated. The whole event was 
thrown together in only a few 

days, according to Zinoman — 
she and others raised some cash 
online for a permit and to rent a 
big screen to display live cover-
age, and several food trucks (in-
cluding, yes,  a taco truck ) came 
out as well. 

But it didn’t turn out to be the 
victory party guests were expect-
ing, they said.

“We totally expected to be able 
to celebrate with Hillary here at 
the intersection,” said Robin Nor-
wood, who lives nearby.

Still, they said, it was nice to 
be amongst friends.

“No matter what happens, 

we’ve still got a clan,” said Kens-
ington resident Stephanie Hem-
shrot, who stumbled across the 
shindig while on her way to a 
bar.

The block-party people 
weren’t alone in their support 
for the former New York sena-
tor,  who stationed her cam-
paign headquarters nearby in 
Brooklyn Heights  — almost 79 
percent of Kings County vot-
ers cast their ballot for Clinton, 
with Trump earning just under 
18 percent of Brooklyn ballots, 
according to state voting data. 
Some 60 percent of local Demo-
crats  also chose Clinton over 
her Midwood-born rival Sen. 
Bernie Sanders (I–Vermont) in 
the April primary . 

Of the 1,400,766 active reg-
istered voters in the borough, 
754,901 people voted in the presi-
dential election.

The results were far less sur-
prising in the down-ballot races 
— every incumbent member of 
Congress representing Brooklyn 
held their seat, and every Demo-
cratic candidate vying for Brook-
lyn’s state Senate and Assembly 
seats won, with many running 
unopposed. 

SINKING FEELING
SHOCK AND AWE: Crowd members — many of them kids — cheered and booed at the results on the big screen. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Trump success shocks Clinton fans’ block party

How Hil’s election 
event unraveled

CORNERED: Hundreds of Brooklynites 
gathered on President and Clinton 
streets on Nov. 8 to watch the results 
of the presidential election. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK

STILL WAITING: The empty stage at Hillary Clinton’s election party, where 
she was supposed to make a speech but never showed. 
 Community News Group / Lauren Gill
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Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

BY MAX JAEGER
Two families — a total nine people — are 
homeless after city inspectors cleared 25 
people out of a dangerously overcrowded 
Dyker Heights house on Nov. 3.

The owner built five apartments in-
side the two-family home, and officials 
sealed the building citing illegal gas 
hook-ups, no fire sprinkler, and a lack 
of exits. Some of the displaced are stay-
ing with friends or relatives — but oth-
ers are in city shelters, reps said.

“Our records show that two house-
holds (a household of three and a house-
hold of six) were referred to the De-
partment of Housing Preservation and 
Development for emergency shelter ser-
vice,” according to a statement from 
the agency. “Displaced households are 
placed in family centers and single-
room-occupancy hotels in Manhattan, 
the Bronx, Brooklyn, and Queens.”

Buildings and Fire Department In-
spectors emptied the house on 71st 
Street near 12th Avenue a little after 8 
pm, officials said.

Two families stayed with friends or 

relatives, and the Red Cross put up the 
other four in hotels for two days, gave 
them petty cash for clothes and food, 
and assigned them caseworkers, accord-
ing Red Cross spokesman Michael De 
Vulpillieres. After the weekend, all four 
of those families asked the humanitar-
ian organization to pass them on to the 
city for emergency housing, he said.

A city spokeswoman could only con-
firm two families entered city shelters.

The city  cleared 31 people from a sim-
ilar house on Seventh Avenue and 67th 
Street  in August.

Borough pols have introduced a 
wide-ranging bill to reign in illegal 
conversions with new fines and fore-
closable liens on buildings with unpaid 
debts. Lawmakers and advocates  want 
the fines to aid displaced residents , but 
that requires an agreement between 
Council and the Department of Build-
ings after the bill becomes law — and 
buildings department honchos testi-
fied against the bill on Oct. 31, claim-
ing it “is either preempted by State law, 
duplicates existing authority, or would 

prove ineffective.”
Inspectors currently get into about 

45 percent of buildings they attempt to 
investigate for illegal conversions, and 
the city collected an average $1.3 mil-
lion a year in related fines over the last 
three years — only one-sixth of the fines 
it issued, agency reps testified.

Out in the cold
City empties out dangerously overcrowded 

Dyker Heights house; half its residents homeless 

WHAT’S NEXT?: (Right) Families fi gure out 
what’s next after the city cleared 25 people from 
a dangerous two-family home. (Above) The now-
homeless families seek help from Red Cross.  
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com
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18 Month CD

www.brfcu.org 
718-680-2121

 718-934-6809

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings. 

Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY
is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn 
Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

20 Month CD

8518 3rd Avenue  
 

PearlRoombklyn.com

OPEN 7 DAYS - LUNCH - DINNER 
PRIVATE PARTIES & VALET PARKING

BRUNCH: SAT & SUN 
FROM 11:30 - 3:30PM 1495PP

BROOKLYN’S MOST AWARDED RESTAURANT

WE ARE OPEN ON 
ALL HOLIDAYS

Thanksgiving Day Menu
$52.00 per person (tax and grat not included)
$15 Kids Menu

Choice of First Course:
Macadamia and Coconut Fried Shrimp
Fresh Mozzarella
Maryland Style Crab Cake
Classic Caesar Salad
Crispy Vegetables Spring Rolls
Butternut Squash Soup
Pomegranate Mesclun Salad

Choice of Entrees:
Turkey Breast and Leg
(With sweet potatoes pie topped with marshmallow,  
julienne vegetables with an orange cranberry chutney)
Chicken Breast
Homemade Gnocchi Pasta
Stuffed Pork Tenderloin 
Pan Seared Tilapia
Hummus Crusted Salmon
Penne A La Vodka
Lamb Osso - Bucco

Choice of Dessert:
Pumpkin Strudel, Tiramisu, Chocolate 
Truffles, Creme Brule, Vanilla or 
Chocolate Ice Cream or Banana Strudel 
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Bushwick writer and di-
rector William Burke. 
“It ultimately becomes a 
classic American crime 
story where he becomes 
too drunk with power.”
The play centers on street 
peddler “El,” who dresses 
as Elmo to hustle money 
from tourists and provide 
for his sick son. El treats 
his Times Square turf as a 
battle ground, using Sun 
Tzu’s combat strategy 
guide “The Art of War” to 
stave off would-be Elmo 
insurgents.
Burke was inspired by a 
newspaper story about a 
man in a Cookie Monster 
suit who stabbed a rival 
Cookie Monster in a turf 
war. The bizarre crime 
sparked Burke’s inter-
est in the subculture of 
costumed street peddlers 
who pose with tourists 
and then demand cash 
in popular spots such as 
Times Square and  Coney 
Island .
The kid-friendly appear-
ance of the fi gures can 
make it easy to overlook 
their aggressive tenden-
cies, said Burke.
“It’s easy to make it car-
toonish, but when you go 
up there it’s quite disarm-
ing because there are all 

these cartoon characters, 
but they’re people who are 
really just trying to make 
a living — and that can be 
totally respectable or it 
can get violent,” he said.
An English version of 
the play was presented in 
Clinton Hill in 2013, but 
for this production it was 
translated into Spanish, 
in part by the actor who 
plays El, Modesto “Flako” 
Jimenez. The show will 
include screens with Eng-
lish subtitles so that non-
Spanish speakers can fol-
low along. Many of the 
real people in those cos-
tumes are Spanish-speak-
ing immigrants, so using 
their language makes the 
show more realistic, and 
opens it to a broader audi-
ence, said Burke.
“I thought it would be 
really compelling to do 
something in that lan-
guage and a lot of the po-
etry translates really well 
into Spanish,” said Burke. 
“It struck me as a good 
way to put new life into it 
and connect to new audi-
ences.”

“Furry! La Furia!” at 
the Bushwick Starr [207 
Starr St. between Wyck-
off and Irving avenues in 
Bushwick, (917) 623–9669, 
www.thebushwickstarr.
org]. Nov. 17–19, 21–22, 
25–26 at 8 pm; Nov. 20 at 
3 pm. 

Continued from page 1 

FURRY

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re using the univer-
sal language of dance.

A Ditmas Park per-
former is using a new the-
ater piece to bridge her 
family’s generational — 
and linguistic — divide. 
Haruna Lee, who speaks 
very little Japanese, and 
her mom, Aoi Lee, who 
speaks very little Eng-
lish, will take the stage 
together for “Communing 
with You,” which combine 
the traditional Japanese 
dance-theater style known 
as Butoh with contem-
porary moves. The proj-
ect, at the Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange in Park Slope 
on Nov. 19, has given the 
mother-daughter pair a 
new way to try communi-
cate, said Lee. 

“I thought maybe we 
could dig deeper and create 
a piece, and maybe fi gure 
out a way to communicate 
through this piece,” she 
said. “It’s diffi cult because 
of the language barrier 
but it’s exciting to talk be-
yond what we usually talk 
about, like what are we eat-
ing for dinner. Our conver-
sations are entering this 
really deep kind of artistic 
world.”

During the 30-min-
ute piece, the two will use 
movement and large im-
ages to explore their con-
nection and their differ-
ences, said Lee, and she 
hopes the audience will ap-
preciate the complex cul-
tural identities that they 
bring to the stage.

“My mom is coming 
from this very iconic tra-
ditional Japanese form of 
dance and I consider my-
self Japanese, and yet I’m 

so immersed in my Amer-
ican identity. I’d be very 
excited for the audience 
to take away this duality 
of Japanese being repre-
sented in my mother and 
myself and also how the 
two of us deal with our 
American identities,” said 
Lee.

Butoh performers typi-
cally paint their bodies 
white and wear white ki-
monos, and Lee and her 
mother plan to give that 
tradition a pop culture 
spin, she said. 

“We are going to fi gure 
out a hybrid contemporary 
version of that. I think 
my mom’s into some type 

of pop Butoh,” said Lee. 
“She’s been showing me 
videos of contemporary 
Japanese J-pop girls danc-
ing.”

Lee and her mother have 
developed the piece during 
her residency at the Brook-
lyn Arts Exchange, which 
has offered space to artists 
for 25 years. It would not 
have existed without the 
organization’s help, said 
Lee.

“It’s been incredible. 
They are so flexible and 
they are so excited by 
the ideas that the artists 
bring to the table,” Lee 
said. “The way the resi-
dency is set up has really 

helped me to grow and 
I attribute that to how 
many years they’ve been 
around.”

“Communing With 
You” at Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. 
at Eighth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–0018, 
www.bax.org]. Nov. 19 at 
4 pm. Free.

Mother-daughter dance closes language barrier
BODY LANGUAGE

SPEAKING THROUGH DANCE: (Above) Kristine Haruna Lee and her 
mother will take the stage at the Brooklyn Arts Exchange on Nov. 
19 for their Butoh-style performance “Communing with You.” (Left) 
Haruna Lee’s mother Aoi Lee will perform on stage for the fi rst 
time during the mother-daughter duo’s Butoh-style performance. 
 Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

THE FURRY AND THE FURIOUS: Modesto “Flako” Jimenez 
plays a panhandling Elmo impersonator in Times Square who 
fi ghts for dominance among his fellow costumed characters in 
“Furry! La Furia!” opening Nov. 17. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

Years ago, David Biro 
used to go to work with his 
dad, hanging around the of-
fice in Bay Ridge as the elder 
Biro, a dermatologist, diag-
nosed and treated skin ail-
ments. 

Today, David Biro, now 
a doctor, continues the prac-
tice that his dad Dr. Laszlo 
Biro started 50 years ago. 

“I always thought it would 
be great if I could do what he 
did,” David Biro said in the 
Fourth Avenue office that 
he’s occupied for the past 21 
years. “I always had that as 
a goal. I would never want to 
leave Bay Ridge.”

During its half-century 
in existence, Bay Ridge Skin 
and Cancer Dermatology 
has built a dedicated patient 
base from the neighborhood 
and beyond by offering com-
prehensive skincare ser-
vices for a whole spectrum 
of patients, from infants to 
seniors. 

“We treat all age groups, 

and we treat all kinds of der-
matologic conditions. We 
have a real melting pot of pa-
tients,” Dr. Biro said. 

The practice has evolved 
over the years, now offering 
a wide range of cosmetic ser-
vices, along with sophisti-
cated treatment for the most 
serious of skin ailments. 

Patients come in for help 
with psoriasis, acne, eczema, 
hair loss, red spots and birth 
marks, and diagnosis and 
treatment of skin cancer. 
Unsightly leg veins are no 
problem. He also specializes 
in tattoo removal.

The office uses lasers, X-
ray therapy, and specialized 
equipment like a narrow 
band UVB box to provide re-
lief and removal of a long list 
of skin health and appear-
ance issues. 

The past decade has 
seen a spike in demand for 
cosmetic procedures, and 
as more and more people 
are undergoing injections 
to hide crow’s feet, treat-

ment options have evolved. 
Dr. Biro is quick to pass the 
improvements on to his pa-
tients. 

“Now we have all these 
fillers that last much longer 
and have almost no risk of 
allergic reactions,” he said. 
“These are relatively easy 
procedures now.”

Traditionally, it’s been 

women from about 30 to 70 
years old who come to the of-
fice seeking a more youthful 
appearance, but men have 
started to undergo proce-
dures like Botox injections 
as well, the doctor says. 

New technology has also 
allowed for dramatic im-
provements in the quality 
of care that the office can 

provide in the diagnosis and 
treatment of skin cancer. 

“There’s been a huge 
change in the last 15 years 
in the field of dermatology,” 
Dr. Biro said, adding that he 
regularly performs special-
ized skin cancer removal, 
known as Mohs surgery. 

All procedures are done 
in the office. 

Bay Ridge Skin & Cancer 
Dermatology [9921 Fourth 
Ave. between 99th and 100th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–7616, www.bayridged-
erm.com] Open Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
from 9 am to 8 pm, Tuesday 
and Friday from 9 am to 5 
pm, and Saturday from 9 am 
to 1 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bay Ridge dermatologist treats variety of skin care issues
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GreenhouseCafe.com
718 - 833 - 8200

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

Kids Menu 
$19.95
Fresh Fruit, 

Turkey Dinner or Chicken 
Nuggets

Ice Cream & 
Beverage

$39.95
 Per Person 

Plus Tax & Grat

Two-Hour 
Seating

Thanksgiving Dinner
Choice of Appetizer

Choice of Entree
Roasted Maryland Turkey

With Mashed Sweet Potato, Sausage Bagel Stuffi ng, Cranberry Sauce & Gravy
Roast Loin of Pork

With Backonkraut and Dark Ale Gravy
Shrimp Scampi

Shrimp Sautéed with Crushed Garlic, White Wine, Lemon & Butter Sauce
Boneless Shell Steak

Topped with Herbal Butter (additional $8.00 per order)
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
All Entrees Served With Mashed Potatoes Or Country Rice Pilaf & Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Dessert

COFFEE OR TEA

It was an especially bad 
way to wake up for one lo-
cal who would otherwise 
have been celebrating her 
birthday on Nov. 9.

“This is the worst birth-
day I’ve ever had,” said 20-
year Ivice Rose. 

More than 30,000 neigh-
borhood residents cast a 
ballot in the presidential 
race, according to a Park 
Slope Courier analysis of 
state voter data available 
as of Wednesday afternoon 
— of those, around 28,000 

went to Democratic hope-
ful Hillary Clinton, and 
only 1,500 to Trump. 

But Trump’s victory 
was in many ways a na-
tional rebuke of the Park 
Slope way of life — a place 
where grocery shoppers 
 argue over Palestinian 
rights , fashionistas shilled 
 handmade Clinton  and 
 Bernie Sanders  T-shirts, 
and a synagogue dedicated 
 its sukkah to the global ref-
uge crisis  — and his eleva-
tion to the nation’s highest 
offi ce came as a revelation 
to some that the neighbor-
hood is not in sync with 
other parts of the nation, 

according to one resident.
“I think it’s a wake-up 

call,” said Michelle de la Uz, 
the executive director of lo-
cal social justice outfi t the 
Fifth Avenue Committee. 
“I think people weren’t nec-
essarily fully aware of how 
disaffected folks are around 
the country — we tend to be 
in a bubble here.”

Locals in liberal strong-
holds across the country 
protested after Tuesday’s 
shock result, but Park Slope 
remained grimly somber 
on Tuesday evening and 
into the next day, as resi-
dents were still in a state of 
shock, de la Uz said.

ing to one area voter who is 
both Russian and Jewish.

“As I know many Rus-
sian-speaking Americans 
over 60, they were pro-
Trump,” said Alexander 
Sirotin, a Brighton Beacher 
who pulled the lever for 
the real-estate mogul on 
Tuesday with some reser-
vations. “I think because 
they liked some of Trump’s 
promises. Promises to not 
send any soldiers abroad, 
to try to talk with Putin, 
something like that. I feel 
hope for Israel, for Jew-
ish people, because I am 
Jewish and I hope we are 
united. I cannot say that I 
am happy, but I hope that 
now there will be change, 
and I hope that change will 
be for better not for worse.”

Others were more glow-
ing in their reactions.

“I’m over the moon that 
Trump won,” said Benson-
hurster Rebecca Zlobins-
kaya, who is also Russian. 
“He has the business ex-
perience to change all our 
lives for the better. It’s a 
beautiful thing his win-
ning, it really is.”

Russians just tend more 
conservative, and Trump’s 
status as an entrepreneur 
and political outsider was 
all those electors were talk-
ing about, according to 
an area politico who sup-
ported Hillary.

“The Russian commu-
nity overwhelmingly went 
for Trump. I heard ‘Israel,’ 
I heard ‘businessman,’ I 
heard ‘outsider,’ and ‘not 
part of the political estab-
lishment,’ ” said Ari Ka-
gan, a Democratic district 
leader in the 45th Assem-

bly District, where Trump 
got 16,400 votes to Clinton’s 
10,600. “I know that the ma-
jority of people in Brighton 
Beach supported Trump, it 
was not a surprise.”

The cultural conserva-
tive bent and a penchant 
for domineering political 
fi gures had Russians eat-
ing out of Trump’s hands, a 
critic said.

“A lot of people in my 
community supported him 
because they’re used to be-
ing brainwashed by Putin 
before they came here,” 
said Vira Andrukh, who 
hails from the Ukraine and 
said she was the only person 
among her friends and fam-
ily who voted for Clinton.

Russians came to the 
area en masse starting in 
the 1980s and ’90s, after the 

fall of the Soviet Union, and 
the borough’s Russian com-
munity has a sizable num-
ber of ex-Soviet seniors and 
newly arrived immigrants 
— two groups who rely on 
the very social services 
The Donald has pledged 
to reign in, a local social 
worker said.

“The Russian commu-
nity, I think they’re vul-
nerable,” said Pat Singer, 
who runs the Brighton 
Neighborhood Association. 
“When I hear that my Rus-
sian neighbors are voting 
for Trump, who has said 
‘immigrants out’ — and 
he doesn’t like government 
programs — do they know 
what they are doing?”

Coounty-wide, Clinton 
got a total 595,086 votes to 
Trump’s 133,653.

RED AND BLUE: (Above) Trump 
carried two Southern Brooklyn 
Assembly districts, in red, and 
tied Hillary in several others, in 
purple. (Right) Russian Benson-
hurster Rebecca Zlobinskaya is 
over the moon that Trump won 
the election.

Continued from page 1 
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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“The synagogue and 
everything, it’s tight. Peo-
ple park and I can’t get out 
of my driveway,” he said. 
“We really appreciate this. 
It frees up my street over 
here.”

Department of Trans-
portation workers installed 
the new spaces on Oct. 31 at 
Deutsch’s urging.

The legislator plans 
bring his slant on park-
ing elsewhere — includ-
ing Brighton Beach and 
Sheepshead Bay — and he 
has requested the city put 
in more spots under the Q 
line between W. Fifth and 
W. Sixth streets, and on 
Avenue P between Bedford 
Avenue and E. 27th Street.

The Department of 
Transportation recently ap-
proved his request to cre-
ate temporary angled park-
ing on Batchelder Street 
between Avenues Y and Z, 
because contractors work-
ing on the nearby Kings 
Bay Houses are taking up 
a bunch of spots in the com-
plex’s parking lot. The city 
will create the spaces in the 

coming weeks, but they will 
disappear when construc-
tion on the public housing 
wraps next spring, reps 
from Deutsch’s offi ce said.

Parking is a hot com-
modity in Southern Brook-
lyn, and anywhere the 
Department of Transporta-
tion can add more spots is a 
win for the community, the 
councilman said.

“Anywhere we can in-

crease parking and accom-
modate the residents in that 
area by having less people 
constantly driving around 
the block looking for spots, 
causing pollution, conges-
tion, causing aggravation is 
a plus,” said Deutsch. “The 
more parking spots we can 
put in without affecting the 
safety of pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, and motorists is a 
plus.”

THAT HITS THE SPOT!: Councilman Chaim Deutsch more than 
tripled parking on a block of Avenue P by getting the city to paint 
angled parking spots. Community News Group / Julianne Cuba 

Continued from page 1 

PARKING

We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down 

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

718-238-0030

MONDAYS TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS

SATURDAYSFRIDAYSTHURSDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS &  
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB  
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA  

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

2 FOR 1  
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S: DRINK & BUCKET SPECIALS ALL DAY  HALF PRICE WINGS 7PM-CLOSE  PRIZES RAFFLED EVERY WEEK!

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL
718-238-9260 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER


