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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
This group is sticking to their 
guns! 

A Brooklyn percussion band 
will tackle America’s obsession 
with fi rearms in “A Gun Show,” 
a new performance inspired by 
the massacre at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in Newtown, 
Connecticut. During the show, 
debuting at the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music on Nov. 30, mem-
bers of So Percussion will use 
their drumsticks on pieces of an 
actual Russian sniper rifl e. One 
member said that using a rifl e 
to make music was an obvious 
choice.

“Our reasoning was to use 
the most obvious thing about the 
project that everyone would rec-
ognize and use it in an unconven-
tional way,” said Josh Quillen, a 
composer with the group. 

The group purchased the rifl e 
online, then took it apart and dis-
covered that the metal pieces of 
the gun produced a unique sound 

BY LAUREN GILL
She’s at the “Top” of her 
game!

A Fort Greene chef with 
a just-launched restaurant 
will vie for the $125,000 top 
prize on the new season of 
Bravo’s cooking competition 
show “Top Chef,” premier-
ing on Dec. 1. The culinary 
contestant could not reveal 

any secrets from the upcom-
ing season, which pits 16 
chefs against one another in 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
but said that appearing on 
the program was a victory 
worth celebrating.

“Just being on the show 
for me is a big achieve-
ment,” said Silvia Barban, 
who co-owns Italian eatery 

LaRina Pastifi cio and Vino 
in Fort Greene and is the 
executive chef at Clinton 
Hill’s Aita. “I’m a huge fan 
of ‘Top Chef’ and it was a 
dream come true.”

Barban was born and 
raised in northern Italy, 
where she learned the art 
of cooking top-notch Ital-

BY COLIN MIXSON
Park Slope is fl ipping out!

The brownstone neighbor-
hood is home to one of the largest 
competitive pinball scenes in the 
city, due in large part to a recent 
boom in local watering holes 
that cater to supple-wristed ball 
bashers, according to one enthu-
siast.

“It’s defi nitely on the rise 
again,” said Terry Van Pelt, a 
Sunset Park resident who trav-
els to the Slope to play the silver 
ball. “It’s really popular now. I 
mean there’s a pinball bar every 
block.”

Most of the nabe’s pinball sa-
loons are clustered along Fifth Av-
enue around Ninth Street, where 
machines can be found at the Owl 
Farm, Skylark, Commonwealth, 
the Monro Pub, the Buttermilk 
Bar, and Paddy’s of Park Slope. 

But further north on Fifth 
and Fourth avenues, wizards 
also shoot for high scores at 
High Dive, Pacifi c Standard, and 
the Rock Shop, which recently 
shifted from being a music venue 
to a gaming bar sporting six pin-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Marine Park cooks be-
ware!

Amateur chefs cause 
more kitchen fi res in Com-
munity Board 18 than any-
where else in Brooklyn, 
according to the Fire De-
partment. It’s a silly super-
lative, but with Thanksgiv-
ing and the holidays just 

around the corner, it’s also 
a serious safety concern, 
a leader said during the 
board’s Nov. 16 meeting.

“I laughed honestly 
when I heard this, I said 
‘C’mon give me a break,’ ” 
said Community Board 18 
district manager Dottie 
Turano. “But it’s a serious 

Continued on page 13

Continued on page 11Continued on page 13

Making music 
with rifl e parts

Continued on page 11

ALL STAR: Silva Barban will 
show off her cooking skills 
on the new season of “Top 
Chef,” which launches on 
Dec. 1.  Tommy Garcia

FUN WITH GUNSPark Slope 
is boro’s 

pinball HQ

Fort Greene cook on ‘Top Chef’What in blazes?!
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NUMBER ONE WITH A BULLET: Members of So Percussion will bang on parts of decommissioned rifl e during “A Gun 
Show,” at the Brooklyn Academy of Music starting Nov. 30. Stephanie Berger
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Hundreds marched along 
Fifth Avenue in Sunset 
Park on Nov. 20 to show 
solidarity in the wake of 
Donald Trump’s election 
as the country’s 45th pres-
ident. It was an empower-
ing moment for many who 
opposed Trump and who 
have felt helpless since his 
unexpected victory — and 
one that resonates outside 
of the neighborhood, said 
one marcher.

“It felt good to do some-
thing after feeling so help-
less and disconnected from 
the election results,” said 
Sunset Parker Cara Chard 
who came out with her hus-
band and two daughters. “I 

think what’s happening in 
Sunset Park is indicative 
of what’s happening across 
the country. People are 
coming together to show 
support and so many came 
out when it was so bitterly 
cold — it’s a testament to 
how strongly people feel.”

Demonstrators walked 
from the park at 44th 
Street to Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Church on 
60th Street chanting “Here 
to stay” — a reaction to 
the president-elect’s vari-
ous pledges to deport un-
documented immigrants. 
Marchers even wheeled a 
10-foot-tall Statue of Lib-
erty sculpture through the 
streets, and children and 

adults bore signs that 
read “Love Trumps 
hate” and “This is what 
democracy looks like.”

The march stalled 
traffi c, and several 
joined in as demonstra-
tors swept the streets.

It was a day of unity 
for citizens and immi-
grants who face an un-
certain future, said 
Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Sunset 
Park), who organized 
the event.

“I believe in our im-
migrant community. 
I believe in the soli-
darity that I see in the 
faces of you all today,” 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Public school employees 
are bullying immigrant 
students in Bay Ridge 
and Sunset Park, saying 
“they’d better start pack-
ing their bags,” on the 
heels of Donald Trump’s 
election victory, according 
to a letter Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Sunset 
Park) and members of two 
local community education 
councils sent to schools 
chancellor Carmen Farina 
on Nov. 15.

“I recently met with par-
ents from CECs 15 and 20 and 
local community organiza-
tions. They expressed urgent 
concerns about what their 
children have experienced 
at school since the recent na-
tional election,” Menchaca 
wrote. “Parents have re-
ported to me alarming details 
of recent student bullying, 
harmful language, hostile 
treatment by non-teacher em-
ployees, and students over-
hearing inappropriate com-
ments among DOE staff.”

Sunset Park is home to 
a sizable immigrant com-
munity, most notably from 
Mexico and China.

During the election, 
Trump made deporting 
Mexicans in particular a 
centerpiece of his platform 
and  repeatedly disparaged 
Mexican immigrants  as 
“criminals” and “rapists.”

There has been an  uptick 
in hate crimes following 
the election , according to 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, which has tallied 
more than 400 incidents na-
tionwide since Nov. 9 — 137 

specifi cally targeting immi-
grants.

A school custodian at PS 
169 in Sunset Park was over-
heard saying, “I hope he 
builds the wall, and I hope 
they throw them over the 
fence,” according to a cross-
ing guard who asked to re-
main anonymous because 
she did not have the Depart-
ment of Education’s permis-
sion to speak to the press.

Parents there are out-
raged. 

“It’s despicable to say 
things like that around 
children,” sad Sunset 
Parker Marisol Garcia, 
whose daughter is a fi rst-
grader at PS 169. “I want 
my daughter to feel safe 
at school. We shouldn’t 
have to worry about some-
one making her scared 
that we’re going to be de-
ported.”

The school is known for 
its diversity, and the major-

City workers bully 
immigrant students

Signs of the times
In Sunset Park, they march against Donald Trump

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s penny dreadful!

A vandal defaced the 
140-year-old bronze statue 
of Abraham Lincoln at 
Prospect Park last week, 
spray-painting over the 
Emancipation Proclama-
tion and its inscription 
that typically reads “Shall 
be forever free.”  

The barely comprehen-
sible scrawl itself doesn’t 
appear to be a political 
statement, but the fact 
that the tagger chose to 
attack the Liberator is 
still offensive to park-go-
ers, according to one local 
resident.

“It’s a smack in the 
face to the people it means 

something to,” 
said Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens 
resident Jer-
maine Smith, who 
saw the statue 
last Thursday. 
“Especially that 
president. Ev-
ery president did 
something, but 

he did a lot for blacks.”
One local history buff 

says he fi rst spotted the of-
fending inscription on elec-
tion day, Nov. 8, and took 
the tag as a sign of things to 
come.

“I said, ‘oh s---’ and I 
took it as a bad omen,” said 
Park Sloper Richard Kes-
sler,  a longtime fan of the 
statue .

The graffi ti was still 
sullying Lincoln’s famed 
executive order as of Nov. 
17, but a spokeswoman 
from steward group the 
Prospect Park Alliance 

said it would immediately 
dispatch workers to scrub 
it clean after this paper 
brought the marred model 
to its attention.

This isn’t the bronze 
bust’s fi rst brush with van-
dalism — the whole park 
fell into disrepair during 
the dark days of the 1970s 
and ’80s, and Honest Abe 
ended up covered with graf-
fi ti, while thieves swiped 
the original decorative ea-
gles, shields, and scrolls lo-
cated on the statue’s base, 
 according to the city’s Parks 
Department .

TAG, YOU’RE IT: Prospect Park’s Abraham 
Lincoln statue was tagged by a vandal.
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Emancipation desecration
Vandals deface Prospect Park Lincoln statue

Continued on page 6

WELCOME TO AMERICA: 
Councilman Carlos Menchaca 
says Department of Education 
staffers are bullying immigrant 
children in the wake of Donald 
Trump’s election.

HERE TO STAY: Locals packed the sidewalk and spilled into the streets as they marched along Fifth Avenue from 44th Street to 60th 
Street. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

UNITED: Cara Chard and Frank 
Sharpe came with their daughters 
Zadie and Theia to show support.
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY RUTH BROWN
He’s gotta fi ght for your 
rights.

The Beastie Boys’ 
Adam “Ad-Rock” Horovitz 
rallied with hundreds of 
Brooklynites and fans on 
Sunday after some jerk 
graffi tied  swastikas and 
the phrase “Go Trump” in 
Adam Yauch Park  — the 
Brooklyn Heights play-
ground named for his late 
bandmate, who grew up 
around the corner. 

The emcee encouraged 
the crowd to keep fi ghting 
similar acts of racism  that 
are on the rise in the wake 
of President-elect Donald 
Trump’s win  — and he 
dropped a few famous lyr-
ics in process.

“We can’t and we won’t 
and we don’t stop,” he said, 
quoting his band’s 1994 
song “Sure Shot.” “Keep 
your eyes open, stand up 
for each other, don’t be 
afraid to step in or enlist 
the help of others — be-
cause this is home-grown 
terrorism for real.”

Horovitz wasn’t the 
only star who turned 
out — his wife, feminist 
rocker Kathleen Hanna, 
 and actor Ben Stiller  
shivered along with the 
huge crowd at the outdoor 
event, which included 
rousing group sing-alongs 
of “We Shall Overcome” 
and “This Land is Your 
Land” and speeches from 
area pols and faith lead-
ers. And attendees say it 
warmed their hearts to 
see so many people band 
together in response to 
the anti-Semitic scrib-
bles.

“It’s humbling to share 
similar vibes with all of 
our neighbors coming 
out,” said Carroll Gar-
dens resident Corrie Zac-
cariah. “What a positive 
way to react to such an 
ugly thing.”

Local families found 
the offensive message on 
train-shaped play equip-
ment in the State Street 
recreation area last Fri-
day and reported it to 
state Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron’s offi ce, which sent 
city workers to scrub it off 

that night. 
Neighbors have now 

covered the spot with 
hearts, fl owers, and Ti-
betan prayer fl ags, as 
Yauch — though born into 
a secular Jewish family — 
was a Buddhist.

Police are investigat-
ing the vandalism as a 
hate crime, though plenty 
of amateur online detec-
tives are dismissing it as 
a prank. Squadron said 
he did consider whether 
publicizing the swastikas 
would give the perpetra-
tor the attention he was 
seeking, but decided con-
demning them was the 
only “moral” thing to do.

“If it is a prank, then 
the worst we’ve done is 
send a strong message and 
become stronger as a com-
munity,” said Squadron. 
“If it’s serious and we do 
nothing, we risk our Re-
public itself.”

Squadron called on 
Trump to denounce this 
and other acts of racism 

being carried out in his 
name — and Horovitz 
also blamed the presi-
dent-elect and his pals for 
inciting racism and big-
otry during the election 
campaign.  

“This kind of graffi ti 
has been popping up all 
over the country because 
we’ve elected a president 
who’s given our children 
the message that it’s okay 
to write ‘white power’ in 
their high-school hall-
ways, that it’s okay to at-
tack women and girls, that 
Latinos and Muslims and 
Jews are bad people, and 
that you can electroshock 
the gay out of somebody,” 
he said.

He noted that the park 
graffi ti isn’t even the fi rst 
post-election attack in 
the area —  a woman at a 
Boerum Hill bar on Nov. 
12 after overhearing her 
saying she’s disappoint-
ment in the election re-
sults .

Brooklynites can re-
port any incidents they 
witness to the District At-
torney’s dedicated hate 
crime hotline at (718) 250–
4949, new District Attor-
ney Eric Gonzalez told the 
crowd, vowing to prose-
cute the perpetrators. 

Make some noise

PASS THE MIC: (Above) Beastie 
Boys member Adam “Ad-Rock” 
Horovitz speaks against (left) 
racist pro-Trump graffi ti in 
Adam Yauch Park — named for 
his late bandmate — at a rally 
on Nov. 20. 

Beastie Boy rallies against racist graffi ti
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18 Month CD

www.brfcu.org 
718-680-2121

 718-934-6809

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings. 

Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY
is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn 
Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

20 Month CD
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PASTARIA

717 86st Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade pasta 
& grandma-style piz za.

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK TAKE-OUT

GENUINE STATE O’
MAINE LOBSTERS

11/4 LB. EACH

GENUINE STATE O’
MAINE MUSSELS

3 $33F
O
R  $1.99LB.

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS: 7AM - 9PM 7AM - 10:30PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK TAKE-OUT

SINGLE
(ONE) 11/4 LBS

$20+ Tax

DOUBLE
(TWO) 11/4 LBS

$35+ Tax

TRIPPLE
(THREE) 11/4 LBS

$45+ Tax

HOMERUN
(FOUR) 11/4 LBS

$55+ Tax

ALL IN CLUDE COLE SL AW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLE TE MENU ONLINE W W W.JORDA NSLOBSTER.COM

Not ice :  A l l  seafood pr ices a re d ic ta ted by weathe r cond i t ions and a re sb jec t to change wi thout not ice.

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re all in for Trump.

Brighton Beachers living 
in Trump Village are ecstatic 
that their homes now bear the 
name of the 45th president. 
Manhattan renters unhappy 
with the Nov. 8 election re-
sults got their landlord to re-
move President-elect Trump’s 
name from apartment build-
ings there, but don’t ex-
pect that in Brighton Beach 
— where The Don  surfed to 
victory thanks to a wave of 
support from area Russians  
— one resident said.

“It’s Trump Village, and 
it’s going to stay Trump Vil-
lage,” said resident Tony, 
who declined to give his 
last name. “I’m pro-Trump, 
this is America. Everybody 
here loves him, we voted for 
him.”

Hundreds of Manhattan 
residents who live in River-

side Boulevard’s Trump Place 
— which The Don built in the 
1990s and later sold — circu-
lated a petition last month 
dubbed “Dump the Trump 
Name” demanding landlord 
Equity Residential remove 
the real-estate mogul’s gold-
plated name from the build-
ing’s exterior, because he 
made disparaging comments 
about women, immigrants, 
and the disabled during the 
election. Property owners 
complied and took down the 
moniker on Nov. 16.

But Trump Village residents 
say The Don is a peach and 
credit his father, who erected 
the seven-building complex 
in the 1960s, for giving them a 
great place to live, another resi-
dent said.

“Are they really out of 
their minds? He’s been a gen-
tleman all the years,” said 
Gregory, who also declined 

to give his last name. “And 
everything came from his fa-
ther. He built these buildings 
to let the people live here. It’s 
very comfortable. It’s been an 
excellent neighborhood the 
past 39 years that I’m here. I 
love it.”

Cammeby’s International, 
which owns two buildings in 
Trump Village, has not re-
ceived any petitions to re-
name and has no plans to do 
so, a spokeswoman said. Nei-
ther have managers who run 
the various other buildings 
comprising the complex — and 
rightfully so, because every-
one there loves The Donald, 
one said.

“We’re not renaming any-
thing that’s for sure,” said Inna 
Martirosyan, a manager for 
three of the towers. “The build-
ings all voted for Trump, so I 
don’t think the name’s coming 
down.”

NO NEED TOUPEE FOR NEW SIGNS: Trump Village will not change its moniker 
like some Manhattan complexes that bore the president-elect’s name have, and 
residents say they are proud to live in a place bearing the name of the 45th 
president of the United States.

HAIR TO STAY
Trump Village residents ecstatic home bears Presidential surname
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ity of its 1,624 students are 
Asian or Latino, according 
to Department of Education 
data.

And students aren’t just 
hearing things from school 
staff.

The morning after 
the election, people have 
driven by the school as 
students arrived for class 
shouting, “All you immi-
grants are moving out of 
here,” and “Yes, Trump 
won!,” according to the 

crossing guard.
Several students were 

crying out of fear that their 
families are going to be de-
ported, according to par-
ents. And some parents are 
even nervous to bring their 
students to school follow-
ing the election. 

“It’s really upsetting to 
hear stuff like this is go-
ing on right here in Sunset 
Park, in an area that is so 
diverse,” said Victor Sev-
erino, whose son is a third-
grader at PS 169. “I trust 
the school, but it makes me 
nervous bringing my kid 
here.”

The city is investigating 
the reports and will follow 
up appropriately, according 
to an education department 
spokeswoman.

“Schools are safe ha-
vens for communities and 
we are dedicated to pro-
viding all students with 
a safe, supportive and in-
clusive learning environ-
ment. We have explicit pro-
tocols and robust training 
programs in place to en-
sure any incidents of ha-
rassment, discrimination, 
or bullying are swiftly ad-
dressed,” said rep Toya 
Holness.
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MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They danced to the beat of 
their own drum.

Dozens crowded the Sun-
set Park Recreation Cen-
ter to celebrate the diver-
sity of indigenous cultures 
through music and dance 
on Nov. 29. The Redhawk 
Native American Arts 
Council hosted the powwow 
highlighting a mix of cul-
tures from North America, 
the Caribbean, and Mexico, 
and the event was a great 
chance for locals to get a 
glimpse of new cultures — 
and a reminder to some city-
dwelling Native Americans 
about a life they left behind, 
one local said. 

“The story-telling, the 

sharing, the explaining of 
the traditions is what gave 
it so much meaning,” said 
Park Sloper Angelina Mike 
of the Chemehuevi Nation, 
who came out with her two 
sons. “And for myself and 
my children, we’re so far 
from our own tribe, our 
own reservation land, and 
we get to be reminded of 
the traditions and the prin-
ciples we live by that are so 
easy to forget in the city.”

Dancers dressed in 
beaded robes and feathered 
headdresses performed 
moves that paid homage to 
the Earth and the cosmic 
energies, while musicians 
beat drums and played 
instruments such as the 

quena — a South American 
fl ute mostly used by An-
dean musicians. 

Performers urged the 
crowd to join in and par-
ticipate in the cultural 
celebration. The dances 
stressed the mystical rela-
tionship all beings share 
regardless of heritage, one 
dancer said. 

“We as indigenous peo-
ple always believe in the in-
terconnectedness of all cre-
ation and the energy that 
we all share,” said Aztec 
dancer Edward Jaramillo. 
“And the concept of some of 
the dances were that of re-
growth and regeneration. 
It’s a way of coming to-
gether and being reborn.”

A pow-wow!

TRADITIONAL DANCE: (Above) Performers sang and shook instruments as they danced in front of the 
Sunset Park Recreation Center for the Redhawk Native American Arts Council’s powwow on Nov. 19. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Native groups share culture in Sunset Park

SCHOOLS
Continued from page 3
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BY SARAH DOUGAN
‘Tis the season for ballet! 
From adult action to kid-
die fare, there is a “Nut-
cracker” option for every-
one: 

Nuts for peace
The Moscow Ballet 

kicks off the season with 
its “Great Russian Nut-
cracker” at the Kings 
Theatre. The show is ded-
icated to world peace, re-
placing the second act’s 
“Land of Sweets with the 
“Land of Peace and Har-
mony,” and a two-person 
“dove of peace” puppet. 
The show also features 
hand-painted sets, de-
signed by frequent Wes 
Anderson collaborator 
Carl Sprague.

Kings Theatre [1027 
Flatbush Ave., between 
Tilden Avenue and Du-
ryea Place in Flatbush, 
(718) 856–5464, www.king-
stheatre.com]. Dec. 3 at 3 
pm. $30–$180. 

Mouse King 
Brooklyn Ballet puts 

a local spin on the dance 

show with “The Brooklyn 
Nutcracker,” which adds 
a bit of hip-hop to the mix. 
Projected sets will help 
transport the audience 
from old Dutch Breukelen 
to modern-day Flatbush 
Avenue, and technologi-
cal costumes will turn 
each dancer into a light 
show.

Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Parkway at 
Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
246–0146, www.brooklyn-
ballet.com]. Dec. 7 at 8 
pm, Dec. 8–9 at 7:30 pm, 
Dec. 11 at 1 pm and 4 pm. 
$25 ($40 on Dec. 7).

The classic
Gelsey Kirkland Bal-

let’s “The Nutcracker” 
may be the borough’s most 
traditional take on the 
classic ballet. The diverse 
company features dancers 
from all over the world, and 
its production takes place 
on a romantic set inspired 
by a baroque theater. 

GK Arts Center [29 
Jay St. between John 

BOW DOWN: The State Ballet Theatre of Russian will bring its 
“Nutcracker” to Kingsborough College on Dec. 16. 
 Hollywood Entertainment Group

Six more ‘Nutcracker’ 
productions in Brooklyn

Get ’cracking

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Gimme some sugar, sugar-
plum!

A sexy, adults-only re-
telling of holiday clas-
sic “The Nutcracker” has 
shimmied onto the stage 
of Irondale Center in Fort 
Greene, running through 
Jan. 7. “Nutcracker Rouge,” 
performed by theater group 
Company XIV, uses its sen-
sual spin to bring new au-
diences to Tchaikovsky’s 
music and classic ballet 
moves — especially adults 
who may have been turned 
off by excessively cutesy 
productions. The erotic el-
ements are the spoonful of 
sugarplum that helps the 
ballet go down, said the 
show’s creator. 

“It’s a lot more sexy 
and elegant. And what I’ve 
found in incorporating 
the burlesque element and 
striptease is it allows the 
audience to connect with 
what we’re doing in a dif-
ferent way,” said Austin 
McCormick, artistic direc-
tor and choreographer of 
Company XIV. “It allows us 
to present our more classi-
cal elements in a more di-
gestible way — we present 
it with a layer of accessibil-
ity through burlesque and 
the art of entertainment.” 

The baroque burlesque 
show fuses theater, dance, 
and circus acts to create 

an erotic winter wonder-
land. In McCormick’s ad-
aptation, Marie-Claire is a 
grown woman who stum-
bles not into the World of 
Sweets, but into a decadent 
world of pleasure where 
she experiences a sexual 
awakening. 

“Nutcracker Rouge,” 

 fi rst performed in 2010 , has 
become an annual tradition 
for the Carroll Gardens the-
ater company, but the show 
has evolved each year. Mc-
Cormick has tailored to the 
show to the company cur-
rent cast, and the score has 
expanded — in addition to 
Tchaikovsky’s classic suite, 

it includes opera, jazz, and 
pop ballads by Britney 
Spears and Lana Del Rey. 
So the risqué revue will 
still have surprises for re-
turning audience members, 
said McCormick.  

“The show really is al-
ways different, I really tai-
lor the show to the cast,” 
said McCormick. “There 
are some classic numbers 
we always comes back to, 
but the circus acts are dif-
ferent, so is the music — so 
it’s always a bit of a sur-
prise for the audience.”

This year’s production 
at Irondale Center is even 
more intimate than usual, 
with baroque couches and 
cabaret tables that break 
down the barrier between 
the audience and the per-
formers.

“It has more of a French 
night club vibe,” said Mc-
Cormick. “I think because 
of the seating it’s much 
more intimate. The per-
formers walk through the 
audience, you can see the 
cast dressing, so it’s a bit 
more immersive and excit-
ing than years past.” 

“Nutcracker Rouge” at 
the Irondale Center [85 S. 
Oxford St. between Lafay-
ette and Greene avenues 
in Fort Greene, (718) 488–
9233, www.irondale.org]. 
Through Jan. 7, Mon–Sat at 
8 pm. $35–$200.

RISQUÉ REVUE: “Nutcracker Rouge” at the Irondale Center in Fort 
Greene puts a sexy spin on the classic holiday ballet. 
 Mark Shelby Perry

Naughtycracker
Company XIV gives a sexy spin to the holiday classic

he said. “And I believe if 
we are united like we are 
today — in this cold freez-
ing moment — that will get 

us through the darkest mo-
ments that we are antici-
pating.”

On Nov. 15, Menchaca 
wrote a letter alerting 
the Department of Educa-
tion that he has  received 
several complaints about 

school workers harassing 
immigrant kids  in Sunset 
Park and Bay Ridge, and 
he doubled down on call-
ing the reports unaccept-
able during the rally.

“Our schools are ex-
periencing some incred-

ible bias, bullying, and 
discrimination and we’re 
here today to send a mes-
sage to everybody that 
we’re not going to take it,” 
said Menchaca. “We’re go-
ing to stand up and fi ght 
back.”

PROTEST
Continued from page 3

Continued on page 14
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re telling tails out of 
school!

Park Slope fi rst-graders 
read children’s books to 
dogs at the Powerhouse on 
8th bookstore last Friday, 
in an event so ridiculously 
sweet employees were left 
wondering if they’d halluci-
nated the whole thing. 

“It was pretty unbeliev-
ably cute,” said store man-
ager Reilly Rennhack. “It 
was almost, like, an absurd 
level of cute.”

Around 50 kids from 
two fi rst-grade classes at 
PS 107 journeyed to the 
Eighth Avenue emporium, 
where they selected books 
and read them to four lov-
able therapy pups — Teddy 
the goldendoodle, Luna the 
staffordshire-lab mix, Little 
Dude the poodle-Shih Tzu-

bichon mix, and  returning 
guest  Willow the poodle — 
all from the Good Dog Foun-
dation, which links up well-
trained canines with those 
in need of some uncondi-
tional love. 

First graders benefi t 
from practicing their read-
ing skills in front of the 
judgment-free pups, be-
cause they offer consider-
ably less criticism than 
their two-legged counter-
parts, according to a rep for 
organization.

“In a classroom, other 
kids can sometimes be 
cruel, but the dogs provide 
unconditional love and at-
tention for them,” said Al-
exander Thompson, mar-
keting and development 
manager at the Good Dog 
Foundation. “It provides 
a much safer place from 

them to practice reading 
out loud.”

The kids were very con-
siderate and most picked 
books that their furry 
friends could relate to, ac-
cording to Rennhack.

“I pulled out stacks of 
books, so they wouldn’t go 
through everything on the 

shelves, but the kids all 
read books about dogs,” she 
reported.

And they were extremely 
well behaved — the kids, 
that is — unlike last year’s 
rascals, who ran a bit wild, 
according to one organizer.

“The kids were so re-
laxed and focused,” said 

Mary Huhn of PS 107’s 
Beast Relief Committee, 
which organized the event 
as part of its mission to fos-
ter good relations between 
child and beast. “Last year 
there was much more run-
ning around and we had to 
change dogs a lot. This year 
they were really focused on 

the dogs and wanting to 
read.”

It is unclear if the dogs 
themselves understood 
any of this   — the nature of 
books, the joy of reading, or 
their place in the universe 
— but they seemed to en-
joy themselves nonetheless, 
Rennhack said.

Pup fi ction

THE CAT’S MEOW: A little girl reads a book about kitties to an unimpressed Willow the poodle.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

P’Slope kids read to dogs, 
maximum cuteness ensues
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 
400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 
works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 
notice an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would come 
back without it. After investigated this now 
phenomenon here’s what they found: During 
the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 
travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All 
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 
Even better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative pressure 
actually sucks the herniated material back into 
the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 
a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-
umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 
herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-
ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 
and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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that they had to use in the 
show. 

“It’s not a working gun, 
but those little metal things 
that defl ect outward sound 
amazing,” said Quillen. 
“We took the pieces and 
played them and said ‘Let’s 
just show them how these 
things make a beautiful 
sound.’ ”

The show combines mu-
sical stretches with two 
spoken word segments, one 
in which the band member 
share their thoughts when 
they fi rst heard about the 
Sandy Hook shooting in 2012, and 
another that also uses projected 
text, graphs, and photographs to 
convey information about guns in 
the United States. 

But the most powerful moments 
of the show, said Quillen, may be 
the moments of silence. Those quiet 
interludes correspond to blacked-
out images of elementary school 
classrooms in the state of Connect-
icut’s offi cial report on the Sandy 
Hook shooting. 

“We redact the images in the 
song process,” he said. “Applying 
that to music was our reaction to 
the redactions rather than compos-

ing a piece for it.” 
The theatrical piece may have 

been prompted by the 2012 shoot-
ing, but it is always topical, said 
Quillen. 

“It’s a hard issue for us to tackle, 
and people immediately get defen-
sive when it’s time to talk about 
guns, but unlike other projects we 
do, this is sadly relevant because 
somebody in this country dies ev-
ery few minutes from guns,” he 
said.

But “A Gun Show” is neither 
pro-gun nor anti-gun, said Quil-
len — instead, they want audience 
members to explore both sides of 

the issue 
“We’re trying to see the issue 

from all sides,” he said. “We believe 
guns should be regulated, but we 
are respectful and aware that it’s a 
constitutional right. It’s not a black 
and white issue and if you leave the 
show confused, all the better, be-
cause I don’t know all the answers 
any more than we did when we 
started the project.”

“A Gun Show” at BAM’s Har-
vey Theater [651 Fulton St. between 
Ashland and Rockland Places in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.
bam.org]. Nov. 30–Dec. 3 at 7:30 pm. 
$20.

ian fare. She moved to New 
York in 2012 and took over as 
the head chef Aita two years 
later, serving up dishes such 
as oxtail ravioli and grigliata 
mista — a mixture of grilled 
beef, lamb, and pork.

Her chance to appear on 
TV came through serendip-
ity, while she helping out a 
friend’s application to “Top 
Chef.” A representative from 
the cooking competition 
called Barban while check-
ing her friend’s references, 
and encouraged Barban to 
apply herself. She took the ad-
vice, aced the interview and 
cooking portion, and soon 
had a spot on the mouth-wa-
tering reality program (her 
friend did not make the cut, 
she said). 

The show started taping 
in South Carolina in May, 
and Barban opened her 
pasta shop and restaurant 
La Rina Pastifi cio and Vino 
a few months later. A gag or-
der prevented her from dis-
cussing her participation 
on the show until recently, 
but she said that customers 
have been thrilled to fi nd out 

that they are eating food pre-
pared by a “Top Chef” con-
testant.

Barban said that she 
didn’t do anything special 
to prepare for the competi-
tion. Her day-to-day pres-
ence in the kitchen of Aita 
kept her skills sharp, she 
said. 

For the day show’s pre-
miere next week, she plans to 
take the day off, and she will 
watch at her friend’s apart-
ment in Bushwick. And for 
once, she will put down her 
knives and relish the expe-
rience with friends, without 
the pressure of preparing a 
meal for the night. 

“My plans are to watch it 
with my best friends and the 
people who support me,” she 
said. “They’re going to cook 
for me.”

Watch “Top Chef” Season 
14 starts on Bravo. Dec. 1 at 
10 pm. 

Try Barban’s food at 
LaRina Pastifi cio and Vino 
[387 Myrtle Ave. at Vander-
bilt Avenue in Fort Greene. 
(718) 852–0001, www.larin-
abk.com] and at Aita [132 
Greene Ave. at Waverly Ave-
nue in Clinton Hill, (718) 576–
3584, www.aitarestaurant.
com]. 

Continued from page 1 

FOOD STAR
Continued from page 1 

GUNS

THE GONG SHOW: So Percussion uses unconventional items to creates its sounds, along with 
more traditional instruments like this gong. Stephanie Berger
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo, (212) 600–0047, 
www.gkartscenter.org]. 
Dec. 8–18; Thu–Fri at 7:30 
pm; Sat at 2 pm and 7:30 
pm; Sun at noon and 5 pm. 
$20–$59.

That’s nutty 
“The Hard Nut” is a 

genderbent production 
that puts a swinging ’70s 
twist on “The Nutcracker.” 
The annual production 
from Mark Morris Dance 
Group, which uses Tchai-
kovsky’s original score 
and a blend of ballet, mod-

ern, and folk dance, has be-
come a beloved Brooklyn 
tradition.

BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House [30 Lafay-
ette Ave., between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 623–7885, 
www.bam.org]. Dec. 10–18 
at various times. $25–$125.

Kids ‘cracker
For a child-friendly ap-

proach to Tchaikovsky’s 
classic work, check out “The 
Colonial Nutcracker,” from 
Westchester Dance Theatre. 
A narrator will guide the au-
dience through the produc-
tion, which is set in colonial 
Yorktown, making the story 
clear to kids as young as 5.

Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts [2900 Ave-
nue H, at Nostrand Avenue 
in Midwood, (718) 951–4500, 
www.brooklyncenter.org]. 
Dec. 11 at 2 pm. $15.

Russia with love
The State Ballet Theatre 

of Russia will perform a full-
length version of “The Nut-
cracker” at Kingsborough 
College, featuring 40 dancers 
as sugarplum fairies, mouse 
kings, and tin soldiers.

On Stage at Kingsbor-
ough [2001 Oriental Blvd. be-
tween Quentin Street and De-
catur Avenue in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596, www.
onstageatkingsborough.org]. 
Dec. 16 at 7 pm. $32–$37.

matter. You forget some-
thing’s on the stove or you 
forget to shut it off or what-
ever — it’s important.” 

Between 2011 and 2015, 
smoke eaters responded 
to 2,667 food-on-stove fi res 
in the district, which in-
cludes Marine Park, Mill 
Basin, Georgetown, Flat-
lands, Bergen Beach, and 

Canarsie. That averages 
out to more than 530 per 
year.

Department offi cials 
will give a presentation 
about fi re safety and how 
to prevent food-on-stove 
blazes during the board’s 
Dec. 21 meeting, according 
to Turano, who asked New 
York’s Bravest to show up 
with hands-on learning 
materials.

“I asked them if they 
would come down, it 

should be pretty interest-
ing. I told them bring a 
turkey and cook it,” she 
said. 

Community Board 18 
is second for food-on-stove 
fi res citywide — even 
though it is only the city’s 
fi fth most-populous com-
munity district, offi cials 
said.

The Fire Department 
also  offers cooking-safety 
and fi re-prevention tips on-
line .

ball machines.
Park Slope’s verve for 

the bumper-fi lled arcade 
machine is especially evi-
dent in this year’s roster of 
the city-wide Pinball New 
York City contest — of 38 
teams, 11 are based at Park 
Slope bars — and it’s New 
York’s only neighborhood 
with its own dedicated pin-
ball league, which runs 
during the off-season in 
the winter.

But the area’s fl ipper 
fanaticism is also appar-
ent simply by bar-hopping 
south of Ninth Street, 
where it’s virtually im-
possible to grab a drink 
without running into 
somebody from the scene 
— something that isn’t 
true of other neighbor-
hoods where pinball is on 
the rise, according to the 
founder of Pinball New 
York City.

“I would say that I can 
walk through Bushwick 
and not run into anybody, 

but it’s impossible for me 
to not run into a bunch of 
people in Park Slope,” said 
Kristopher Medina. 

The ’hood’s rise as a 
pinball Mecca began about 
three or four years ago, fol-
lowing a long-slump dur-
ing which “lazy” operators 
did a lousy job of keeping 
their machines in good 
working order and ham-
pered the arcade sport, 
Medina said.

“They weren’t earning, 
and maintaining a pinball 

machine is a lot of work, so 
they were like, ‘why am I 
going to spend my money 
on this? I’ll just do ‘Ms. 
Pacman,’ ” he said.

But lately, more dedi-
cated operators — who 
own the machines and 
lease them to bars in ex-
change for a cut of the 
coin — have arrived in 
the city, and both the bars 
that lease their machines 
and their patrons have 
benefi ted, according to 
Medina.

Continued from page 1 

PINBALL

Continued from page 1 

FIRES

’CRACKERS
Continued from page 6

GAME ON: The Rock Shop general manager Brendan Niles reigns 
over six pinball machines installed just over a week ago, inculding 
the classics “Indiana Jones” and “Demolition Man.” 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Get a Fresh Look 
for the Holiday’s

Interiors
Exteriors

Fences-Wrought Iron
Decks Clean Outs
Specialty Effects

Handyman
Color Consultations

Quick & Reliable

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving Brooklyn & Staten Island 

Over 20 Years

Residential & Commercial 

cell 718.473.6587

office 718.442.4528
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY LAUREN GILL
Objection!

The city wants to run its 
planned streetcar in front 
of the Eastern District fed-
eral courthouse on Cad-
man Plaza East, which has 
been blocked off with bar-
riers and guards since 9-11. 
But city offi cials haven’t 
actually asked the Feds’ 
permission to reopen the 
thoroughfare, they admit-
ted at a recent community 
meeting, and residents are 
skeptical they’ll get it now 
— especially from the new 
guy in charge.

“You’re never going to 
be able to put a streetcar 
on Cadman Plaza East,” 
said Community Board 2 
Transportation Commit-
tee member Jon Quint 
when offi cials came to 
present the plan  at a com-

mittee meeting on Nov. 15 . 
“President Trump is not 
going to let you.”

The Cadman Plaza East 
leg of the $2.5-billion trol-
ley is  just one of several 
potential routes the city 
is considering Downtown , 
but it is the only connec-
tion planners are propos-
ing for getting the train to 
Dumbo — a neighborhood 
that is booming with work-
ers, residents, and tourists 
but  is still serviced only by 
the dank and overcrowded 
York Street F stop . 

 The Feds “temporarily” 
took control of the blocks  
between Tillary Street and 
Red Cross Place after the 
2001 terrorist attacks in 
the name of security, and 
have since installed gates 
and booths manned by 
U.S. Marshal — although 

 some residents scoff that 
it is really just a private 
parking lot for judges and 
staffers  from the city’s Of-
fi ce of Emergency Manage-
ment, which is also behind 
the barriers. 

Regardless, local lead-
ers agree it is unlikely the 
country’s top brass will re-
linquish control.

“I would be highly sur-
prised if the U.S. Marshal 
Service signed off on run-
ning the streetcar down 
Cadman Plaza East,” said 
Community Board 2 dis-
trict manager Rob Perris. 
“I cannot imagine that 
they’d ever agree to hav-
ing a public conveyance 
that went directly in front 
of the courthouse.” 

A U.S. Marshal Service 
spokesman said he couldn’t 
comment on whether the 

law enforcement agency’s 
honchos might surrender 
the space to the streetcar 
because, he confi rmed, 
this was the fi rst they’d 
heard of it.

“We have not heard of 
or have been approached 
by anyone who has sug-
gested that the streetcar 
project includes that the 
route pass through Cad-
man Plaza East,” said Jim 

Elick, the assistant chief of 
the Marshals Service. 

Streetcar planners are 
still conferring with res-
idents about the trolley 
route, and the project is 
only “2 percent” through 
the design phase, Brook-
lyn-Queens Connector 
bigwig Adam Giambrone 
told the community board 
meeting.

But they also expect to 

fi nalize  the specifi c path 
early next year , and Quint 
said the lack of planning 
for the Cadman Plaza East 
leg makes the community 
consultation process look 
like a sham. 

“For you to put this up 
there as an option suggests 
that you’re dreaming and 
you’re not giving us rea-
sonable alternatives to dis-
cuss,” he said.

Skirting the law

BLOCKED OFF: The city is considering running the streetcar down this closed Downtown street.  Com-
munity News Group / Lauren Gill

City needs Feds’ OK to run streetcar past 
courthouse — but doesn’t have it

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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16 ALL CREDIT SCORES APPROVED!
 Financing Available*
   Same Day Delivery

2005 Lexus LS 430 Luxury !  20.085 Miles

2006 Chrysler PT Cruiser        77,481 Miles     

        Coney & V Auto Sales-2510 Coney Island Ave-Bklyn, NY  718-759-6990
 Most Cars Priced Well Below Book Value-Lifetime Warranty Available!

      Directions: Q Train to Ave U-B68 Bus stops in Front
                  www.coneyandvautosales.com    DCA # 1355891  NYS DEALER # 7113627  

 $ 4,999

2012  Mazda 3 I Touring     68,946  Miles

2005 Jeep Liberty 4WD           77,432 Miles

 $ 7,700

 $ 8,800
2009 Ford Focus  SES              73,243 Miles 

$ 8,900

 2015 Nissan Altima                  45,235 Miles

 $ 13,500

$ 13,999

2005 Ford Freestyle 4dr      109,710  Miles

 Mention 
BAY

NEWS For 
Exclusive 

 Deals !

$  4,295

 2015 Dodge Dart SXT         9,817 Miles

$ 12,999

 2011 Toyota Sienna AWD    90,043  Miles

$ 14,990
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