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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Police arrested a man who allegedly 
threatened an off-duty police offi cer 
who was wearing a hijab, yelled big-
oted slurs at the decorated hero and her 
teenage son, and told them to “go back 
to your country” on Dec. 3, according 
to a police report.

Police Offi cer Aml Elsokary 
dropped her 16-year-old son at the cor-
ner of Ridge Boulevard and 67th Street 
and then parked her car a little before 
6 pm on Saturday. While she was park-
ing, a guy started shoving her son, po-
lice said. The off-duty cop intervened, 
and the man called her an “ISIS b----” 
before threatening her life, police offi -
cials claim.

“I will cut your throat. Go back 
to your country,” the man allegedly 
screamed at Elsokary — one of few 
Muslim offi cers who wears a hijab on 
duty, according to the department’s 
Muslim Offi cers Society.

But Elsokary is a hero — and a na-
tive New Yorker to boot.

She rushed into a burning Wil-
liamsburg building and rescued a baby 
and its grandmother in 2014, earning 
her a service award for her bravery.

Elsokary joined the police depart-
ment shortly after 9-11, and her Mus-
lim faith was a major motivator, ac-
cording to Mayor DeBlasio.

“She sought to show people that the 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city is refusing to admit that it 
 placed a convicted child molester in 
a homeless shelter near three public 
schools  in defi ance of a judge’s orders 
— even though state records and local 
leaders confi rm the predator was there 
and has since been moved.

The Department of Homeless Ser-
vices placed Daunte Gonzales — who 
was found guilty in 2015 of having sex 
with a 9-year-old girl — in a 38th Street 
homeless shelter around the corner 
from PS 24, PS 371, and IS 136 for 10 days 
in November — before it discovered 
that he was legally barred from liv-
ing fewer than 1,000 feet from schools, 
according to Community Board 7 dis-
trict manger Jeremy Laufer, who said 
that both local police and Department 

City won’t admit it put perv 
in shelter next to schools

Continued on page 12

Creeping 
doubt

HATE HITS HOME
Off-duty hero cop wearing hijab threatened in Bay Ridge

IMPASSIONED PLEA: Offi cer Aml Elsokary speaks out at a Dec. 5 press conference after a 
man allegedly threatened her in Bay Ridge because of her hijab. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued on page 12
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Holidays are here!
Santa and Mrs. Claus make an appearance at Frank Seddio’s Christmas display in Canarsie on Dec. 4. For all the week’s holiday 
cheer — from Sunset Park to Canarsie — see page 3. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
The Georgetown community 
came together on Monday 
night to light candles and of-
fer words of hope and prayer 
for the slain New York City 
Corrections Offi cer Alasta-
sia Bryan, who was shot and 
killed while off duty in her car 
on Dec. 4.

The gruesome killing is a 
reminder that Brooklynites 
must resist gun violence, an 
area councilman said.

“A woman in the prime of 
her life is now gone, and her 
family is left to pick up the 
pieces. While the investiga-
tion on her death develops, 
it’s important that we keep 
in mind the support her fam-
ily and friends will need, 
and at the same time to work 
on how we can minimize gun 
violence in our streets,” said 
Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–Flatbush), who co-
chairs Council’s Taskforce 
to Combat Gun Violence.

Offi cials responded to a 911 
call near Avenue L and E. 73rd 
Street at about 9:15 pm on Dec. 
4 and found Bryan, 25 of East 
New York, unconscious and 
unresponsive in her car with 
gunshot wounds in her head 
and torso. 

Emergency responders pro-
nounced her dead at the scene, 
according to authorities.

A group of corrections offi -
cers also attended the vigil to 
show their support — Bryan 
was well remembered, and the 
community remains hopeful 
her killer will be brought to 
justice, said Adam Diamond, a 
rep for Assemblywoman Jaime 
Williams (D–Canarsie).

“It was a pretty somber 
mood but people were hopeful 
that whoever did it is going to 
be caught,” he said. 

Police are now searching 
for the bruiser who killed 
Bryan — they have made no 
arrests and the investiga-
tion is ongoing, but police 
have identified a male per-

son of interest in connection 
with the homicide, a spokes-
man said.

The Correction Offi cers Be-
nevolent Association tweeted 
that it is offering a $50,000 re-

ward for information leading 
to an arrest.

Police are asking anyone 
with information regarding 
the incident to call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477. The 

public can also submit tips by 
logging onto the Crime Stop-
pers website at  www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com  or by tex-
ting tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then entering TIP577.
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By Julianne Cuba

Soup’s on display!
A Park Slope gallery is showcasing 

community and home-cooked meals 
during the holiday season. The Open Source 
Gallery offers free food and a different 
art display every night in December for 
its annual Soup Kitchen event, in which a 
volunteer artist prepares a one-pot meal for 
about 20 people and displays their art for 
the night. The event is designed to bring 
artists and community members together 
for a meal and robust conversation, said the 
gallery’s founder. 

“I really wanted it to be a space where 
everybody feels welcome and feels like they 
are part of it and involved and have some-
thing to say,” said Monika Wuhrer, who 
lives in Park Slope. 

Open Source has hosted the open kitchen 
every December since its founding in 2008. 
Over the years, the volunteers have present-
ed a wide range of art, including sculptures, 
videos, music, and comedic sketches — and 
each one brings something unique to the 
table, said Wuhrer.

“Everybody can use the space in a differ-
ent way, and every time you have a different 
host, you have a very different atmosphere 
— and I think that’s beautiful,” she said.

The evenings offer space to everyone, 
including seasoned professionals showing 
their latest work, amateur artists who want 
to test something new, or the Girl Scout 
troupe who cooked for the gallery on Dec. 2. 
The door is open to anyone who signs up and 
prepares a meal, said the gallery’s director. 

“We wanted this event to make the 

community feel welcome,” said Shauna 
Sorensen. “The walls are empty so people 
are welcome to hang a show however they 
want. We have a projector to show their film 
or whatever. It’s totally up to them.”

The annual event draws an audience 
of regulars, said Sorensen, mostly local 
residents, friends of artists, and one or two 
homeless people. 

“It’s a lot of community members and 
residents in the neighborhood who come 
year after year,” she said. “We do some 
outreach to homeless shelters and soup 
kitchens.”

One Park Slope resident who has cooked 
for the Open Source Soup Kitchen about a 
dozen times said that the communal nights 
are a fun way to bring people together for the 
holidays — whether they come for the food 

or the art — and that Wuhrer does a grea
way of making everyone feel welcome. 

“She makes it a center for everyone to
go and it’s very inclusive,” said Lilly White
“It’s about hanging out, just eating and talk
ing to people.”

White, a member of the gallery’s board
of directors, is a saxophonist, but has also
presented some of her video art during pre
vious Soup Kitchen sessions. She plans to
cook and present work with a friend again
this year, on Dec. 18. 

A few nights this month are still open for
anyone who wants to step up to the bowl.

Soup Kitchen at Open Source Gallery
[306 17th St. between Fifth and Sixth
avenues in Park Slope, (646) 279–3969
www.open-source-gallery.org]. Daily in
December at 7 pm. Free. 

Park Slope gallery showcases free food
Art of the meal

Girl Scout scoop: Girl Scout Lily 
Monaco and her troupe served 
soup at the Open Source Gallery 
on Dec. 2.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

LIGHT DRIVES OUT DARKNESS: 
(Above) Members of the George-
town community gathered on Mon-
day night to light candles (left) for 
corrections offi cer Alastasia Bry-
an, who was shot and killed while 
sitting in her car in the neighbor-
hood on Dec. 4. (Below) Correction 
offi cers from the George Motchan 
Detention Center where Bryan 
worked hold candles in memory 
their former colleague. 
 Photos by Jon Farina

HONOR THE FALLEN
Community holds vigil to remember slain corrections offi cer
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a beloved holiday tradition. 

Hundreds welcomed the Christmas sea-
son by illuminating a tree at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help basilica on Dec. 1. The Sun-
set Park Business Improvement District — 
representing merchants along the Fifth Av-
enue corridor — hosted the yearly Yuletide 
and ushered in the season by lighting its 
Christmas tree for the 16th year in a row. It 
was a dazzling display, said one local who 
stumbled into the festivities.

“It was really exciting,” said Victor 
Tenisaca, who came out with his pug Shiloh. 
“I was walking my dog when we saw the cel-
ebration. We stopped to take pictures with 
Santa and listen to music. It was really nice. 
It got us in the Christmas spirit.” 

The Our Lady of Perpetual Help School 

Choir sang carols to kick off the ceremony, 
and a trio of Sunset Park High School stu-
dents modeled gowns by local dress shop 
Anay’s Boutique’s to bring something new to 
the annual event. Santa Claus was on hand, 
too, listening to kids’ Christmas wishes and 
handing out goodie bags with candy canes, 
festive pencils, and stickers. 

The arbor illumination was a big hit and 
brought the community closer together, said 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a beloved holiday tradi-
tion.

Bay Ridgites ushered in the 
holiday season with a Christ-
mas tree lighting at the Shore 
Road Gazebo on Nov. 29. 

Cheermeisters braved the 
cold and came out in droves 
— despite the pouring rain — 
to celebrate Christmas with 
caroling and hot cocoa. It re-
ally got people in the holiday 
spirit, said one reveler.

“It defi nitely got you in the 
mood for Christmas it was just 
such a nice event hearing the 
songs,” said Holly Bakke, who 
lives in the neighborhood and 
came out with her daughter. 
“It was a beautiful thing.”

Locals gathered in the 
nearby Shore Hills complex 
after the illumination, and 
students from The Guild for 
Exceptional Children and 
Fort Hamilton High School 
crooned Christmas classics. 
And Santa stopped by to meet 
kids and take requests for hol-
iday gifts. Meeting St. Nick 
was an unforgettable experi-
ence for one trio of brothers, 
said a parent.

“The kids really looked for-
ward it and were very excited 
to meet Santa,” said Eva Ma-
rie Lane, who came out with 

her sons Matthew, James, and 
Ryan. “It’s a wonderful way to 
ring in the holiday season and 
it’s always nice to get involved 
in community events.” 

State Sen. Martin Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge), Council-
man Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge), and local organiza-
tions hosted the celebration.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a beloved holiday tradi-
tion.

Hundreds of locals bun-
dled up and braved the chilly 
temperatures for the annual 
Nativity-lighting at Visita-
tion Academy in Bay Ridge. 
The biblical event lit up rev-
elers’ faces with an elegant 
display and festivities that 
embody the true spirit of 
Christmas, said one parent.

“It’s a beautiful ceremony. 
It really was a magical eve-
ning,” said Dyker Heights 
resident Lauren Harley 
whose daughter attends pre-
Kindergarten at the campus. 
“It makes me really proud to 

send my daughter to a school 
where religious traditions 
are celebrated in a classic 
and beautiful way.” 

A choir serenaded locals 
with seasonal songs including 
“Silent Night,” “O Holy Night,” 
and “Oh Come Let Us Adore 
Him.” After a countdown, the 
school campus was illumi-
nated in shimmering decor. 
The dozen-or-so Nativity stat-
ues were lit up and small ever-
green trees wrapped in white 
lights lined the property. It was 
a dazzling-yet-understated dis-
play, said Harley.

“It was very simple and 
classic,” she said. “It high-

Visitation fi res 
up the Nativity

HOLY NIGHT: The ceremony illuminated roughly a dozen statues in 
the biblical scene.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Tree’s company!
Shore Road Park lights up for the holidays

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a beloved holiday tradition.

Hundreds of families from 
all over the borough came out 
to watch the neighborhood 
light up with holiday spirit 
during Brooklyn Democratic 
Party Boss Frank Seddio’s an-
nual Christmas display in Ca-
narsie on Dec. 4.

Seddio decked his Flat-
lands Avenue house with 
150,000 colorful light bulbs 
and window displays — and 
handed out candy canes to all 
the kids. Choir students from 
a local school entertained the 
crowd with holiday tunes, and 
locals could feel the warmth 
in the cold air, said one area 
mom.

“They did liven up the 
crowd, and help us forget about 
the cold weather that we had 
been standing out in,” said 

Myleen Hernandez, whose son 
attends PS 115. “I just thought 
it was spectacular. It’s so nice 
what Mr. Seddio does for the 

CHRISTMAS IN CANARSIE: Brook-
lyn Democratic Party Boss Frank 
Seddio lit up his house for the holi-
days on Dec. 4.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

O, CHRISTMAS TREE!: A loyal crowd of Bay Ridgites came out in force 
for the tree lighting on Nov. 29 despite the pouring rain. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Beloved Holiday Traditions

Sunset spark!

CHRISTMAS WITH CLAUS: Victor Tenisaca and his 
sweater-clad pug Shiloh came out to spend the eve-
ning with Santa. Photo by Joshua Winata

Tree-lighting welcomes 
Christmas season

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10

Seddio lights Canarsie home

Continued on page 10
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L E T  O U R  F A M I L Y  H E L P  Y O U R 
F A M I L Y  I N  Y O U R  T I M E  O F  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224  718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - 

   Simple cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment

  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan 
for only $25-$50 
a month

BY RUTH BROWN
Items that represent some of 
the greatest innovations in hu-
man history are proudly dis-
played in the halls of America’s 
most venerable museums: The 
Wright Brothers’ plane is at 
the National Air and Space Mu-
seum in Washington D.C., Steve 
Wozniak’s Apple 1 is at the Com-
puter History Museum in Cali-
fornia, the fi rst telephone direc-
tory is held by the Connecticut 
Historical Society.

Yet the fi rst sign to ever 
welcome drivers to the Bor-
ough of Kings is wasting away 
in a storage room of a Coney 
Island restaurant.

Former Borough President 
Sebastian Leone’s “Welcome 
to Brooklyn” sign — a precur-
sor to the popular highway 
signs that greet and say good-
bye to drivers at the entrances 
and exits of our borough — is 
languishing out the back of 
Gargiulo’s Italian Restaurant 
in Coney Island.

The former Beep  passed 
away last month at 91,  but his 

greatest legacy — the iconic sign 
that once stood on the Belt Park-
way at the foot of the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge and  featured in 
the opening titles of “Welcome 
Back, Kotter”  — is in storage 
at the storied W. 15th eatery. Le-
one brought the national trea-
sure there for a farewell party 
after his reign ended in 1976 and 
never took it with him, accord-
ing to the proprietor.

“They had a retirement 
dinner here and it has been 
here since,” said Gargiulo’s 
co-owner Nino Russo. “I asked 
Sebastian if he wanted it back 
and he said no.”

The sign, which fetes the 
borough as “the fourth largest 
city in America” and lists Le-
one as the borough president, 
 reappeared in 2010 when Russo 
loaned it to then-Borough Pres-
ident Marty Markowitz  so he 
could put it on display in Bor-
ough Hall, but only with the 
understanding that the Nea-
politan eatery get it back when 
Markowitz left his post. 

Gargiulo’s has put the plac-

ard on display to the public in 
the past, and Russo says he 
still hauls it out whenever the 
pasta palace hosts Brooklyn-
related functions, but he’s cur-
rently looking for a permanent 
place to show it off — maybe 
he’ll put it in the parking lot.

The sign’s signifi cance 
goes well beyond its star-
ring role alongside Gabe Ka-

plan — Leone commissioned 
the piece during his six-year 
stint as the borough’s supreme 
leader in the dark days of the 
1970s, when most people out-
side Brooklyn didn’t consider 
it the kind of place you’d want 
to brag about. But the Benson-
hurst-born Beep felt it was im-
portant to sing Kings County’s 
praises from the rooftops — or 

at least the Belt Parkway.
“In those days, you always 

had to be Brooklyn-positive,”  he 
told this paper in 2010 . “I used 
to say, ‘One out of every 80 peo-
ple that live in America live in 
Brooklyn! If you consider peo-
ple that were born here, worked 
here, and have relatives here, 
then one out of 10 people have 

Sign of the times

BEEP, BEEP: Former Borough Presidents Marty Markowitz and Sebastian Leone mount the “Welcome to Brook-
lyn” sign at Borough Hall in 2010 alongside Gargiulo’s owner Nino Russo, who now has the placard back in his 
possession.  File photo by Tom Callan

Former Boro Prez Leone is dead, but where 
is his iconic ‘Welcome to Brooklyn’ sign? 

Continued on page 47
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

BEST GAS PRICES IN BROOKLYN!

6401- 4TH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11220 

BP Full Service Gas Station
7am - 7pm

cash/ credit same price

QUICK NEW YORK AUTO INSPECTION

10%
Senior 

Discount

OIL 
CHANGES
$15 OFF

BRAKE 
SERVICE 
$20OFF

BRAKES 
+ ROTORS 

$175

20% OFF 
FIRST TIME 
ANY REPAIR

COUPON
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Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of New York ("City") has 
proposed the sale of the following City-owned property (collectively, "Disposition Area") in the Borough of Brooklyn:

     Address  Block/Lot(s) 
         1915 Bergen Street          1446 / 56
         2164 Dean Street           1447 / 14
         2178 Dean Street           1447 / 20
         1633 St. Marks Avenue          1454 / 66
         299 Mother Gaston Boulevard         3692 / 6
         281 Mother Gaston Boulevard         3692 / 12
         273 Mother Gaston Boulevard         3692 / 15
         38 Christopher Avenue           3692 / 19
         668 Vermont Street           3841 / 32
         666 Snediker Avenue           3865 / 46
         668 Snediker Avenue           3865 / 47
         642 Hinsdale Street           3866 / 41
         1745 Linden Boulevard          3866 / 68
         650 Alabama Avenue           4295 / 19
         21 Malta Street                        4295 / 72

Under the New Infill Homeownership Opportunities Program (“NIHOP”), HPD promotes the new construction of one- to three-family home and small buildings with condominium and cooperative units to foster mixed-income communities 
by providing affordable homeownership opportunities targeted to New York City�s workforce community.

Under NIHOP, housing development fund company sponsors purchase City-owned land for one dollar per tax lot and construct one- to three-family homes or buildings containing condominium or cooperative units. The sponsor also 
delivers a note and mortgage for the difference between the appraised value of the land and the purchase price (“Land Debt”). Construction financing may be provided through loans from the City ("City Subsidy"), the New York State 
Affordable Housing Corporation, private lenders and developer equity.  The City provides tax exemption for the homes.

Upon completion, the sponsor sells the homes to eligible purchasers who have agreed to owner-occupy for a minimum of twenty years.  The Land Debt and City Subsidy, if any, are apportioned pro rata to each home and may be 
unsecured at the time of sale based on the home's post-construction appraised value.  Purchasers repay the Land Debt and City Subsidy, if any, attributable to their homes by delivering a note and a mortgage and/or conditional grant 
agreement to the City.  The sum evidenced by the note and secured by the security instruments will be reduced to zero after twenty years of owner occupancy.  Initial purchasers and subsequent owners are required to make payments 
to the City out of resale or refinancing profits.

The Land Debt and City Subsidy, if any, will be apportioned pro rata to each home and may be unsecured at the time of sale based on the home's post-construction appraised value.  Purchasers will repay the Land Debt and City 
Subsidy, if any, attributable to their homes by delivering a note and mortgage and/or conditional grant agreement to the City.  The sum evidenced by the note and secured by the security instruments will be reduced to zero after twenty 
years of owner occupancy.  Initial purchasers and subsequent owners will be required to make payments to the City out of resale or refinancing profits.

This submission is a proposed amendment (“Amended Project”) to projects previously approved by the Mayor on October 24, 2007 (Cal. No. 1), February 20, 2008 (Cal. No. 5), and November 7, 2007 (Cal. No. 7) (“Original Projects”). 
The Amended Project changes the program from the New Foundations Program to the New Infill Homeownership Opportunities Program, changes the number of units from 45 to 43, and changes the disposition price from a total 
negotiated price of $45,000 to $1 per tax lot.  

Under the Amended Project, NYC Partnership Housing Development Fund Company, Inc., the designated sponsor, will purchase the Disposition Area and construct up to two two-family homes and thirteen three-family homes, with a total of 
up to 43 dwelling units, for sale to low-income purchasers.  The Amended Project is part of the larger Mother Gaston Hinsdale project, which will result in the construction of 49 low-income housing units across 17 scattered sites.

One appraisal, three proposed Land Disposition Agreements, and three Project Summaries are available for public examination at the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New York, New York on business days during 
business hours.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on December 21, 2016 at 1 Centre Street, Manhattan, Mezzanine at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at which time and place 
those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter.

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office Of Contract Services, Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York  10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than seven (7) business 
days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services.

    
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Vicki Been, Commissioner, HPD

PUBLIC NOTICE
URBAN DEVELOPMENT ACTION AREA PROJECT

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A busted water main gushed 
water onto Seventh Avenue 
on Dec. 1.

An underground pipe be-
tween 65th and 66th streets 
spewed brown water onto the 
thoroughfare, causing traffi c 
delays and threatening to spill 
over onto the nearby Gowanus 
Expressway, said Community 
Board 10’s district manager.

“It’s pretty bad,” Jose-
phine Beckmann said at 
the time. “It’s fl owing in the 
street and because it’s so 

close to the highway it’s a 
concern. It’s a heavily trav-
eled roadway.”

The fl ow got really bad 
around 3 pm, but a person 
called 311 at 11 am complain-
ing about a small leak in the 
street, according to Beck-
mann.

It is unclear what caused 
the pipe to burst, she said.

Department of Environ-
mental Protection workers 
arrived at 4 pm to shut off the 
water, and the investigation 
is ongoing.

Broken pipe fl oods 
Bay Ridge street

FORD THE RIVER!: Cars navigate the soggy intersection. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

BY MAX JAEGER
He really fl ew off the handle!

Cops are looking for the 
man who busted into a fried-
chicken joint and threatened 
to batter an employee with a 
broomstick.

The wing .nut got clerks at 
the cluck hut near Nostrand 
Avenue and Hillel Place to open 
the door to the closed restau-
rant a little after 1 am on Nov. 
8, surveillance video shows.

But then he appears to get 
into an argument with the 
worker and pushes his way in, 
grabbing a nearby broom and 
brandishing it at the retreat-
ing fryer jockey.

The loony robber tossed 
over a trash can and eventu-
ally made off with a worker’s 
cellphone.

The suspect and victim did 
not know one another, and it is 
not clear what the thief was try-
ing to accomplish, police said.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the incident is 
asked to call Crime Stoppers 
at (800) 577–8477. The public 

can also submit tips by logging 
onto the Crime Stoppers web-
site at www.nypdcrimestop-

pers.com or by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then enter-
ing TIP577.

Ragin’ Cajun!
Guy robs fried-chicken joint with broomstick

BRISTLING: The suspect threatens a clerk (amorphous pixel-mass at 
left) with a broom. NYPD
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MKT 16.188a

Sign
me up!

THE LOWEST 
COST Health 
PLAN in town.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

�����	
��
20 Month CD

�������� 	����

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings. 

Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY
is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn 
Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

718-680-2121
 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Wild ride 
A brute screamed at a woman, 

pushed her up against a window, 
and tried to steal her phone on a bus 
parked on the corner of Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway and 92nd Street on 
Dec. 4.

The woman told police she was 
sitting on the bus at 1 pm when a 
man shouted “shut up,” pushed her 
against the window, and grabbed 
her phone and headphones. A do-
gooder intervened and wrestled the 
woman’s property back from the at-
tacker, said cops. 

The lout jumped off the bus and 
fl ed toward 93rd Street on Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway, offi cials said. 

Would-be robber
A bicycle-riding baddie pedaled 

up to a woman and tried to swipe 
her purse on 14th Avenue on Dec. 3. 

The victim told police she was 
walking to work between 63rd and 
64th streets at 5:15 am when the man 
tried to snatch her purse. 

The startled woman fell back 
and injured her left leg, authorities 
stated. 

The rogue rode off empty-handed, 
according to a police report. 

Expensive taste
A thief busted into a woman’s 

apartment and raided her closet on 
76th Street on Nov. 27. 

The woman told offi cers while in 
her apartment between Third and 
Fourth avenues at 2:30 pm she no-
ticed that her Gucci handbag, three 
Ralph Lauren purses, and a pair of 
Clark boots were missing from her 
wardrobe. 

The bedroom window that leads 
to the fi re escape was loose, cops 
stated. 

There was no sign of forced en-
try, offi cials said.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Bite me
Police arrested a man who bit 

a Fire Department worker on the 
corner of Bay 23rd Street and 86th 
Street on Nov. 30, said police. 

The victim was in the midst of 
duty at 7:15 pm when the man bit his 
left hand, causing bruising and red-
ness, offi cials said. 

The worker was taken to Coney 
Island Hospital for treatment, said 
police. 

Three mug-sketeers
Three miscreants mugged a man 

on New Utrecht Avenue on Nov. 30, 
said police.

The man told offi cers he was 
near 71st Street at 10 pm when three 
men approached him and one of the 
baddies brandished a small switch-
blade.

The trio of goons began punching 
the man in the stomach and swiped 
$80 off him before they fl ed on foot, 
according to a report.

Slasher
Police arrested two men for slic-

ing up two guys with a knife on Bay 
22nd Street on Dec. 3.

One of the victims told offi cers 
that they were approached by the 
pair just after midnight between 
86th Street and Benson Avenue 
when one of the suspects pulled out 
a blade and demanded their cell-
phones.

When the second victim tried to 
help his friend get away from the 
would-be robber, the man slashed 
his right hand, authorities al-
leged. 

The man proceeded to push the 
victim up against the wall and cut 
his face with the knife, police said. 
The two men fl ed down the street 
but the victims chased after them 
and were able to positively identify 
them for police, said offi cials. 

Police recovered two knives from 
the arrested pair, cops reported. 

Purse snatcher
An opportunistic thief snatched 

a dozing woman’s purse on a Man-
hattan-bound D train on Dec. 3, said 
police. 

The woman told cops that she 
was sitting on the train with her 
eyes closed with her pocketbook in 
her lap and the strap on her shoul-
der at 1:25 am when she opened her 
eyes to fi nd a man trying to grab her 
purse off her shoulder. 

The cad pushed the woman to 
the ground, where she slammed her 
head and became disoriented, ac-
cording to a police report. 

The lout fl ed the train with the 
bag at the 20th Avenue station, po-
lice said.

The woman was taken to Coney 
Island Hospital for treatment, ac-

cording to offi cials. 

Five-on-one fi ght
Five brutes viciously beat a man 

after he refused to hand over his 
money on 15th Avenue on Dec. 5, 
said police.

The man told cops he was walk-
ing between 68th Street and Bay 
Ridge Avenue at 7:20 pm when he 
was approached by fi ve men and one 
stated, “Give me your money.” 

When the man refused, the ruf-
fi ans grabbed him and held him 
while one bruiser punched him in 
the head, said police. One of the bad-
dies removed the man’s wallet dur-
ing the beating, offi cials said. 

The crooks fl ed on foot on 15th 
Avenue, said police.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Nicked kicks
Two nogoodniks bombarded a 

man, choked him, and swiped his 
sneakers on Mermaid Avenue on 
Dec. 1, said police. 

The victim told offi cers that the 
two men approached him from be-
hind between W. 27th and W. 28th 
streets at 11 am. One lout began 
choking the man, while the other 
goon removed the man’s sneakers, 
authorities said. 

Vicious cad
A fi end slammed a woman 

against a wall and stole her phone 
on Mermaid Avenue on Dec. 3, said 
police. 

The woman told cops she was 
in her apartment building between 
W. 24th and W. 25th streets at 11:30 
am when a man violently threw her 
from one wall to another. 

The brute took her cellphone dur-
ing the throwdown, offi cials said.

Anti-social media
Police arrested a woman for 

slashing a man’s hand after a fi ght 
about on Facebook post on W. 25th 
Street on Dec. 1. 

The man told offi cers that he got 
into a dispute with the woman be-
tween Mermaid and Surf Avenues 
at 11:50 pm after he posted some-

thing to her account on the social 
media site that she didn’t care for. 
The woman pushed and hit the man 
and then pulled out a knife, said po-
lice.

She tried to stab the man in the 
chest but he blocked the blow with 
his left hand, offi cials said. 

Wild night
A punk swiped a drunk man’s iP-

hone after a wild holiday party on 
Surf and Stillwell avenues on Dec. 
2, said police. 

The man told cops he headed 
home after his offi ce’s holiday party 
at midnight and was extremely 
drunk. 

He dozed off on the D train and 
when he woke up he realized his iP-
hone 7 was gone, police said.

— Caroline Spivack

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Bad customer 
Cops cuffed a guy on Nov. 30 for 

stealing eight phones from an Ave-
nue Z store on Nov. 25. 

The shop’s clerk told police he 
was talking to the suspect about 
buying eight various iPhones at the 
store near E. 13th Street at about 9:30 
pm when the suspect demanded the 
phones and threatened the worker, 
saying, “I will beat your a-- if you 
call the cops!” 

The suspect fl ed in a black four-
door Mercedes Benz, according to 
authorities. 

Holiday surprise
Some punk broke the door of a 

woman’s offi ce building on Kings 
Highway while she was home for 
Thanksgiving, police said.

The victim told police she had 
left her offi ce near E. 16th Street on 
Nov. 23 and when she returned on 
Nov. 28, saw the door hinge was re-
moved. The jerk didn’t end up get-
ting in and didn’t steal anything, 
according to authorities. 

What a tool 
A baddie stole tools from a com-

mercial van parked on Ocean Park-
way on Nov. 30, offi cials said.

The van owner told police he 
had stepped away from the vehicle 
parked near Kings Highway for 30 
minutes around 6 pm, and when he 
returned, noticed the lock on the 
passenger door was removed. 

The crook swiped a large haul 
of tools, including a hammer drill, 
hole puncher, and wire cutter, ac-
cording to authorities.

— Julianne Cuba

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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 America’s youngest 
published author, Ariana 
Jalia, is celebrating the 
release of her latest book 
“AJ’s Birthday Surprise.” 
At the age of 4, Ariana be-
came America’s youngest 
published author with her 
premiere release, “Mommy, 
B, and Me.” Through her 
writing and company, My 
Sunshine Magic, Ariana 
hopes to inspire children 
to read, imagine, and write 
their own stories.  

Ariana’s imagination 
seemed to be in full bloom 
at the age of 1. Her excep-
tional ability to speak in 
sentences allowed her to 
share her gift of magical 
thinking at this young age. 
As she spoke it became ap-
parent that it was not just 
that she was speaking, but 
rather they way she con-
nected with others when 
she was talking. She calls 
this “My sunshine magic.”

Ariana always seems 
to know when someone 
feels invisible or alone, 
and never misses an oppor-
tunity to leave them with 

a little sparkle of “sun-
shine magic.” Whether it is 
through sharing a simple 
smile, having a conversa-
tion, or breaking into an 
original song or dance for 
a surprised crowd — her 
magic creates smiles on the 
faces of strangers sharing 
in the joy.  

By the age of 3, Ariana 
had already taught herself 
to read and loved to share 

these stories with all who 
would listen. For her first 
illustrated book, Ariana 
asked her mother if she 
could write a book to tell 
the world about her spe-
cial blanket named “B.” 
Mommy searched for an 
empty pad and over the 
next couple of days wrote 
down word for word the 
story of “B.” The pages of 
that pad quickly filled with 

sentences and Ariana’s 
first book — “Mommy, B, 
and Me” was born. The pro-
gression of Ariana’s story-
telling and illustrations 
are apparent, as she comes 
into her own with her lat-
est book, “AJ’s Birthday 
Surprise.” 

In it, the lovable en-
chanted characters of 
“Mommy, B, and Me” re-
turn with delightful new 

friends joining the party. 
AJ makes a special birth-
day wish to become a fairy 
and sets out on a magical 
journey. Along the way, she 
discovers that friendship is 
the most powerful magic of 
all. 

Together, with those 
around her who believe in 
her talents, now-5-year-old 
Ariana plans to build her 
company by writing an ad-
ditional six books for the 
series, creating toys in-
spired by the characters in 
her books, and developing 
an animation series featur-
ing the adventure of “AJ 
and B.” With the success 
of her recent book signing 
and launch party for “AJ 
Birthday Surprise,” Ari-
ana seems to be well on her 
way to inspiring magic in 
all of us.

“Mommy, B, and Me” 
and “AJ’s Birthday Sur-
prise” are available for 
purchase on Amazon.

Visit www.mysun-
shinemagic.com to learn 
more about Ariana Jalia 
and her magical world.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Youngest author Ariana Jalia releases her latest book

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time 
of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. 

Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Cleaning Completed By 1/15/16
Promo Code: 25NP

$25 OFF
ANY CLEANING SERVICE

FOR A CLEANER  HEALTHIER HOME™

1-800-STEEMER®  |   stanleysteemer.com

CARPET  •  TILE & GROUT  •  HARDWOOD  •  UPHOLSTERY  •  AREA RUG

NIEBERG MIDWOOD CHAPEL, INC 

has relocated to
60 Brighton 11th Street, Brooklyn, NY 

(1 Block from Emmons Avenue)

Our telephone number remains the same

718-377-2700

Still owned and operated 
by the Nieberg Family
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

lighted the symbols of 
the season — the Nativ-
ity scene and the trees. It 
was heart-warming.”

A Mass honoring two 
active community mem-
bers followed the Nativ-
ity-lighting ceremony, 

and school leaders pre-
sented the St. Francis De-
Sales Award to William 
Bradley — a dedicated 
parent whose daughters 
attend the academy — 
and the Distinguished 
Faculty Award to sec-
ond-grade teacher Nor-
een Romano, who has 
dedicated decades of her 
life to the academy.

one local. 
“It really was a great 

community event,” said 
Julixa Campusano, 
owner of Anay’s Bou-
tique and a member of 
the Sunset Park Busi-
ness Improvement Dis-
trict. “It’s giving back 
to the community and 
having a little free en-
tertainment is always 
nice.” 

community, for the chil-
dren, and it’s a nice house 
and defi nitely stands out. 
The festivities were just 
amazing.” 

The holiday extrava-
ganza was Seddio’s 30th 
— though it really began 
with the home’s previous 
owner in 1963.

Each year, Seddio 
chooses to honor a late 
local leader who has 
made a difference in the 
community at the event, 
and this year, the com-
munity remembered the 
late Ken Thompson, who 
served as Kings County 
District Attorney before 
his  sudden death earlier 
this fall , said Seddio.

“Ken was an extraor-
dinary man, he was a 
gentleman at all times. I 
got to know him pretty 
well. Ken was making 
a difference in the job 
he had before he died so 

suddenly,” he said. “He 
will be well remembered 
on the mark he made in 
the justice system, his 
ability to address system 
on wrongful convictions, 
and I think his hallmark 
will be carried out by his 
successors.”

Seddio, who also puts 
out a merry-go-round and 
Ferris wheel, even got 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus make 
their way to Canarsie to 
listen to all of the boys’ 
and girls’ wish lists.

Every part of the 
evening lifted the holi-
day spirits of one Sheep-
shead Bay resident and 
her daughter, she said.

“It was amazing, al-
ways is,” said Vanessa 
Wein Vaccarao, whose 
daughter Isabella en-
joyed meeting Santa 
Claus and his reindeer. 
“I don’t have a favorite, 
everything is amazing. 
She sat there waiting for 
the lights, and waiting 
for the reindeer to come 
and got all excited.”

Continued from page 3 

SUNSET

Continued from page 3 

NATIVITY

Continued from page 3 
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tree in front of Our Lady of 
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Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Mayor Bill de Blasio to support the  

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel 

for low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Mayor de Blasio at 1-844-655-7468 
and urge him to support the Right to 
Council bill now!

Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 9–15, 201612    BR

JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International    
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141

56/7 DENTAL
7801 20th Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11214

We provide all phases of dentistry 

only 8 hours
7 days

OUR PRICES ARE VERY REASONABLE

Make an appointment today!

718-436-1339
Walk-ins welcome. MON–SUNDAY
Credit cards & most insurances accepted

$95
MEMBERSHIP

$75
Exam

X-Rays
1x Prophylaxis 

Fluoride Treatment 

KIDS SPECIAL

WE MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION
W/ STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

terrible acts of that day contradicted 
the teachings of Islam,” he said at a 
2014 Ramadan dinner at Gracie Man-
sion. “And so she became a police of-
fi cer. Because she wanted to demon-
strate her faith through service.”

Cops picked up a 36-year-old man 
at his Ridge Boulevard apartment on 
Sunday and charged him with him 
with menacing as a hate crime and ag-
gravated harassment.

The disturbing incident is the lat-
est in a growing number of bias crimes 
reported across the city since the Nov. 
8 election, one area pol said.

“While the current political climate 
seems to have given false permission 
to unveil racist and vile comments, be 
it known that this great City, the melt-
ing pot of the world, will not fall vic-
tim to this disgusting behavior,” said 
Councilman Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge).

Elsokary put bigots on watch dur-
ing a Dec. 5 press conference at Bor-
ough Hall.

“My message to the community is 
that this is not going to be accepted 
and that I have faith in Allah and have 
faith in our justice system that they’re 
not going to allow this to happen,” said 
Elsokary. “So for those who have the 
idea that they can continue to taunt 
us, it’s not going to be accepted and we 
will stand up to them. I can stand up 
for my sisters, and I know that there 
are other people who will stand up.”

Borough President Adams blamed 
President-Elect Trump directly for 
the spike in hate crimes since the elec-
tion, and he has asked The Donald for 
a meeting in Trump Tower in the com-

ing days — Adams has not gotten a re-
sponse but said he will “do it Brooklyn-
style and show up anyway” if he must.

“We’ll ask the president-elect to 
give these offi cers an audience so he 
can see fi rsthand what some of the 
negative rhetoric is doing to Ameri-
cans,” he said. “And we will ask him 
to sit down and send a strong message 
of tolerance that this is a country of ac-
ceptance. A country that will not ac-
cept mothers and their children being 
harassed in their neighborhood.”

of Homeless Services assistant com-
missioner Matthew Borden confi rmed 
the residency and timeline.

But a spokeswoman for the agency 
is refusing to admit that Gonzales ever 
lived there — despite mounting evi-
dence otherwise.

“It is our policy to place individuals 
with residency restrictions in shelter 
placements that comply with the terms 
of these restrictions,” said rep Lauren 
Gray.

Offi cials with the state’s Division of 
Criminal Justice Services, which tracks 

predators for the state’s sex-offender 
registry, confi rmed he was living at the 
Sunset Park shelter in early November 
and has since moved to Manhattan.

Presented with this information, 
Homeless Services rep Gray still refused 
to say whether Gonzales was at the shel-
ter, claiming that doing so was a breach 
of confi dentiality, despite the fact that 
the sex-offender registry is designed to 
publicize where convicted pervs live.

The city’s oversight is unaccept-
able, Laufer said.

“I fi nd it very disturbing that he 
was able to stay there,” he said. “Fortu-
nately he is no longer there and moving 
forward we need to make sure that this 
sort of thing doesn’t happen again.”

Continued from cover

HATE CRIME

Continued from cover

MOLESTER

HERO: Offi cer Aml Elsokary, who was ha-
rassed while off duty for being a Muslim, 
won an award for her police service in 2015. 
 NYPD

TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT: The shelter, at left, is so close to area schools that a school bus 
can be seen dropping kids off at PS 24.  File photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
facebook.com/citytech • @citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500 • WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS
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This spring, the NYU School of Professional Studies (NYUSPS), a 
leader in professionally focused education, will offer an affordable option 
of study that will provide individuals who have earned a high school de-
gree with the opportunity to acquire industry focused skills that will pre-
pare them for jobs in fields with growing levels of employment. New Di-
plomas, offered through NYUSPS Professional Pathways, are designed as 
immersive programs of study that can be completed in as little as one se-
mester. During Spring 2017, nine Diplomas will be offered. They include:

The Diploma in Basic Project Management, which gives students a 
hands-on understanding of the essential terminology and the application 
of the basic tools, techniques, and practices required to become an effec-
tive and contributing member of a project team.

The Diploma in Bookkeeping, a blended program, which imparts 
the knowledge and skill sets to perform functions within the bookkeeping 
cycle, manually and with QuickBooks and Xero, and grounds students in 
accounting ethics and best practices.

The Diploma in Childcare Management provides the understand-
ing of the business and administrative skills needed to establish a child-
care center.

The Diploma in Construction Administration is a blended pro-
gram that provides the skills to secure an entry-level position within the 
commercial or residential building sectors of the real estate industry. 
Students learn about the construction process and document administra-
tion, and gain an introduction to construction methods and materials, 
building systems, drawings, estimating, and scheduling.

The Diploma in Introduction to Programming with Python pro-
vides students with the knowledge and the applied skills needed to pursue 
careers as junior software engineers or developers in one of the fastest-
growing and most in-demand languages in the industry. 

The Diploma in Medical Coding teaches students how to compile, 
process, and maintain medical records by becoming proficient in ICD-10 
medical coding.

The Diploma in Restaurant Operations and Guest Service will 
prepare students with a comprehensive understanding of front-of-house 
and back-of-house restaurant operations. Students benefit from site visits 
to NYC restaurants and from the invaluable experiences of seasoned in-
dustry veterans.

The Diploma in Retail Operations Management trains students 
with the enhanced knowledge, expertise, insights, and skills required to 
become a retail buyer, a retail merchandiser, or a retail operations man-
agement trainee.

The Diploma in Web Design and Development teaches students the 
essential webpage development skills through hands-on practice using 
HTML5 and CSS.

All Diplomas will provide industry specific career modules presented 
online in a self-paced format, which help students to better understand 
the job market. Upon completion of a diploma, students also will have 
access to an online portal featuring job postings and a resource library. 
Annual networking events will provide opportunities to meet with peers 
and employers in the field. Each program of study provides students with 
a tangible take-away project that can be added to their résumé and pre-
sented to prospective employers.

For more information about NYUSPS Diploma Programs, visit
sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 or call 212-998-7200. Application deadline is 
January 4, 2017.

High School Graduates, Build Skills 
in Fields That are Hiring Through 

Affordable,  Short-Format NYUSPS 
Diploma Programs

ADVERTORIAL
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*NY State of Health Metal-Level Products

OPEN ENROLLMENT*

is Underway!
Time is Running Out.

You Must Act by December 15, 2016!
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Welcome Center - 
Queens (Rego Park) 

1-888-343-3547 
Bay Shore

(631) 231-3696
Bronx

(718) 896-2531
Chinatown

(212) 226-6157
Flushing

(718) 896-4511
Inwood

(212) 942-3111
Jamaica

(718) 906-0800

Patchogue
(631) 475-7200

Ridgewood
(718) 896-2694
Spring Valley

(845) 356-0194
Staten Island

(718) 420-1236
Sunset Park

(718) 633-5308 
Westbury

(516) 334-6588
Yonkers

(914) 233-5222

The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) is issuing a significant Request for 
Proposals ("RFP") for the development, operation, and maintenance of a snack bar at McCarren Park, 
Brooklyn. 

All proposals submitted in response to this RFP must be submitted no later than Thursday, January 12, 
2017 at 3:00 PM. There will be a recommended site visit on Thursday, December 15, 2016 at 11:00 AM.  
We will be meeting at the proposed concession site (Block # 2670 & Lot # 1), which is located between 
Bedford Avenue and Driggs Avenue closer to the Lorimer Street side, in front of the McCarren Park 
House.  If you are considering responding to this RFP, please make every effort to attend this 
recommended site visit.   

Hard copies of the RFP can be obtained, at no cost, commencing on November 18, 2016 through 
January 12, 2017, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and holidays, at 
the Revenue Division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, which is located at 
830 Fifth Avenue, Room 407, New York, NY 10065.   

The RFP is also available for download, commencing on November 18, 2016 through January 12, 2017, 
on Parks� website.  To download the RFP, visit www.nyc.gov/parks/businessopportunities, click on the 
link for “Concessions Opportunities at Parks” and, after logging in, click on the “download” link that 
appears adjacent to the RFP�s description.   

For more information or to request to receive a copy of the RFP by mail, prospective proposers may 
contact Zoe Piccolo, Project Manager, at (212) 360-3495 or at zoe.piccolo@parks.nyc.gov.

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 
212-504-4115

A former staffer 
is suing Coun-
cilman Vin-

cent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge), alleging the 
lawmaker harassed 
him for his Apserger 
Syndrome.

Michael Bistre-

ich, 28, fi led a $10-mil-
lion suit against the 
city and the senior 
lawmaker on Dec. 6 al-
leging Gentile and of-
fi ce staffers made fun 
of him for his condi-
tion, called symptoms 
such as a physical tic annoying, and bi-
zarrely covered his desk in mutilated 
stuffed animals.

Bistreich had volunteered for the 
councilman’s 2013 re-election cam-
paign and then started on the payroll 
as legislative and budget director in 
February 2014. But soon after, Gentile 
and his chief of staff started harassing 
Bistreich, the suit claims.

In response to physical tics asso-
ciated with the autism-spectrum dis-
order, Gentile allegedly told Bistre-
ich “You annoy me” and repeatedly 
bugged Bistreich about fi nding a medi-
cation to control his twitching.

The suit also claims that Gentile’s 
chief of staff covered Bistreich’s desk 
in “mutilated stuffed animals … Teddy 
bears that were decapitated with one 
head mounted on a small fl agpole, and 
a stuffed dog that was gutted and im-
paled and had red coloring around its 
slit stomach, mouth, and eyes to re-
semble blood” after Bistreich told the 
offi ce he derives emotional comfort 
from stuffed animals.

The suit further alleges that Gen-
tile and another employee mocked 
Bistreich during a press conference 
about Avonte’s Law — the law enacted 
to safeguard schools to disabled stu-

dents after autistic 14-
year-old Avonte Oqu-

endo wandered out 
of his Queens school 
through an unlocked 
door and drowned 
in the East River in 
2014. Another former 
staffer not named in 
the suit joked that Bis-
treich should “test the 
doors” and Gentile 
began laughing and 
clapping his hands, 
the fi ling alleges.

Bistreich is seek-
ing $10 million from 

the city, but his main objective is to 
make sure that no one else has to go 
through the distress that he did, he 
said. 

“The only real result that I sin-
cerely hope for is that other people 
like myself, and who might be in fear 
for other reasons, for religion or race, 
never have to go through this kind of 
humiliation working for a public of-
fi cial ever again. Regardless of how 
high up they are, they should be held 
accountable,” said Bistreich.

Bistreich quit Gentile’s offi ce in 
June 2016 after he couldn’t bear the 
brunt of any more harassment — he 
had been demoted several days before, 
the suit says.

Council is reviewing the case, a 
spokeswoman said.

Gentile said he will go along with 
the investigation.

“I take this matter very seriously 
and will review the complaint with 
legal counsel,” Gentile said in an e-
mailed statement.

It is not the fi rst accusation from a 
staffer against Gentile — former chief 
of staff John Martin  fi led a complaint 
with Council in 2004 claiming that 
Gentile harassed  him by “making re-

Staffer sues Gentile
Claims councilman, chief of staff 
mocked his Asperger Syndrome

PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA

Continued on page 47
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Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of New 
York ("City") has proposed an amendment to the terms of sale of the following City-owned property (collectively, "Disposition Area") in the Borough of Brooklyn: 

Address  Block/Lot(s) 
         655 Hinsdale Street           3867 / 8
         653 Hinsdale Street          3867 / 9

Under the New Infill Homeownership Opportunities Program (“NIHOP”), HPD promotes the new construction of one- to three-family home and small buildings with condominium and cooperative units to foster mixed-
income communities by providing affordable homeownership opportunities targeted to New York City�s workforce community. 

Under NIHOP, housing development fund company sponsors purchase City-owned land for one dollar per tax lot and construct one- to three-family homes or buildings containing condominium or cooperative units. 
The sponsor also delivers a note and mortgage for the difference between the appraised value of the land and the purchase price (“Land Debt”).  Construction financing may be provided through loans from the City 
("City Subsidy"), the New York State Affordable Housing Corporation, private lenders and developer equity.  The City provides tax exemption for the homes. 

Upon completion, the sponsor sells the homes to eligible purchasers who have agreed to owner-occupy for a minimum of twenty years.  The Land Debt and City Subsidy, if any, are apportioned pro rata to each home 
and may be unsecured at the time of sale based on the home's post-construction appraised value.  Purchasers repay the Land Debt and City Subsidy, if any, attributable to their homes by delivering a note and a 
mortgage and/or conditional grant agreement to the City.  The sum evidenced by the note and secured by the security instruments will be reduced to zero after twenty years of owner occupancy.  Initial purchasers 
and subsequent owners are required to make payments to the City out of resale or refinancing profits.

The Land Debt and City Subsidy, if any, will be apportioned pro rata to each home and may be unsecured at the time of sale based on the home's post-construction appraised value.  Purchasers will repay the Land 
Debt and City Subsidy, if any, attributable to their homes by delivering a note and mortgage and/or conditional grant agreement to the City.  The sum evidenced by the note and secured by the security instruments 
will be reduced to zero after twenty years of owner occupancy.  Initial purchasers and subsequent owners will be required to make payments to the City out of resale or refinancing profits. 

This submission is a proposed second amendment (“Second Amended Project”) to a project originally approved by the Mayor on January 11, 1995 (Cal. No. 12) and October 23, 1996 (Cal. No. 61) (“Original Pro-
ject"), and amended by approval of the Mayor on October 24, 2007 (Cal. No. 2) (“Amended Project”). Under the Original Project, the Disposition Area was conveyed to Nehemiah Housing Development Fund Com-
pany, Inc. (“Original Sponsor”) on June 25, 2002 for the nominal price of $1 per home for development as single-family homes under HPD�s Nehemiah Program. The Original Project was never developed, however, 
and the Disposition Area remained vacant.  

Under the Amended Project, the Mayor approved the conveyance of the Disposition Area from the Original Sponsor to the NYC Partnership Housing Development Fund Company, Inc. (“Sponsor”) for the develop-
ment of the Amended Project.  The Sponsor was to construct a total of six units across two homes on the Disposition Area under the New Foundations Program. The Disposition Area was never conveyed from the 
Original Sponsor to the Sponsor, the Amended Project was never developed, and the Disposition Area remained vacant.  

On September 30, 2015, to avoid a tax lien foreclosure, the Original Sponsor conveyed the Disposition Area to BCDL Real Estate Development LLC (“Developer Entity”) for the negotiated price of $10. The Developer 
Entity was created to facilitate the development of the Second Amended Project in partnership with the Sponsor.  

Under the proposed Second Amended Project, the Developer Entity will convey the Disposition Area to the Sponsor, and the Sponsor will construct up to two three-family homes, containing a total of up to six dwell-
ing units, for sale to low-income purchasers through the NIHOP program.  The Second Amended Project is part of the larger Mother Gaston Hinsdale project, which will result in the construction of 49 low-income 
housing units across 17 scattered sites.   

The appraisal and the proposed Amended Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are available for public examination at the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New York, New York on business 
days during business hours.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on December 21, 2016 at 1 Centre Street, Manhattan, Mezzanine at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at 
which time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 
1802(6)(j) of the Charter. 

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of Contract Services, Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York  10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than 
seven (7) business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services. 

    
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Vicki Been, Commissioner, HPD

PUBLIC NOTICE
URBAN DEVELOPMENT ACTION AREA PROJECT

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A, B, C — always be construct-
ing.

City workers scrambling 
to ease school overcrowding 
are cold-calling property own-
ers in Sunset Park and asking 
whether they will sell their 
land so the city can build new 
classrooms, according to a let-
ter the School Construction 
Authority recently sent to lo-
cal leaders outlining eight po-
tential new class sites in Dis-
trict 15, which stretches from 
Sunset Park to Cobble Hill.

“The tremendous chal-
lenge facing us is a diffi culty 
fi nding sites that are large 
enough and suitable for build-
ing new schools,” agency 
head Lorraine Grillo recently 
wrote in a letter to local lead-
ers. “In neighborhoods such 
as Sunset Park, where capac-
ity needs are great, our bro-
kers will ‘cold call’ property 
owners in an effort to identify 

new opportunities and create 
new connections.”

But the good leads — the 
proverbial “Glengarry leads” 
— are coming from Commu-
nity Board 7, which has helped 
the agency identify seven po-
tential construction sites in 
Sunset Park.

And the city doesn’t walk on 
a lot lest it wants to buy — offi -
cials have set aside more than 
$325 million to create roughly 
3,800 seats — more than 2,000 
in Sunset Park alone — over 
the next fi ve years.

The other properties identi-
fi ed in the letter are apartment 
buildings and warehouses be-
tween Fourth and 51st streets. 
The Authority is still study-
ing whether the sites meet its 
guidelines for lot size, loca-
tion, and property history.

Just over 32,630 students 
are enrolled in the district — 
2,600 more than the collective 
number of school seats in the 

district, according to enroll-
ment and school capacity re-
cords from the Department of 
Education.

The School Construction 
Authority has also begun look-
ing at industrial sections be-
tween Third Avenue and the 
waterfront, though the area is 
not ideal because it would re-
quire kids cross busy Third 
Avenue and because building 
schools there might have a 
negative impact on the area’s 
struggling manufacturing in-
dustry, according to Commu-
nity Board 7 district manager 
Jeremy Laufer.

“I don’t think we are quite 
so interested in that,” said 
Laufer. “Remember, we want 
to preserve our industrial 
area, and I don’t think cross-
ing under the expressway for 
younger students is a great 
idea. I think for general edu-
cation we’re concentrating 
within residential districts.”

Offi cials are still consider-
ing the  landmarked 68th Pre-
cinct Station House on Fourth 
Avenue , though they  would 
likely have to demolish the 
building .

The city is  planning to 
build a 676-seat school on the 
waterfront side of Third Av-

enue  at 59th Street using a se-
ries of mostly empty lots that 
it obtained through eminent 
domain earlier this year — 
though the school would serve 
the Bay Ridge-to-Bensonhurst 
20th School District rather 
than Sunset Park’s 15th school 
district.

Beyond the call
School Construction Authority has been ‘cold calling’ 
around Sunset Park to fi nd school-development sites

LESSON PLAN: Eight new locations — plus the landmarked 68th Precinct 
Station House — where the city is looking to build schools in Sunset Park.
 Visualization by Caroline Spivack
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ALL CREDIT SCORES APPROVED!
 Financing Available*
   Same Day Delivery

2005 Lexus LS 430 Luxury !  20.085 Miles

        Coney & V Auto Sales-2510 Coney Island Ave-Bklyn, NY  718-759-6990
 Most Cars Priced Well Below Book Value-Lifetime Warranty Available!

      Directions: Q Train to Ave U-B68 Bus stops in Front
                  www.coneyandvautosales.com    DCA # 1355891  NYS DEALER # 7113627  

2005 Jeep Liberty 4WD           77,432 Miles

 $ 7,700

2009 Ford Focus  SES              73,243 Miles 

$ 8,900

 2015 Nissan Altima                  45,235 Miles

 $ 13,499

$ 12,999

2005 Ford Freestyle 4dr      109,710  Miles

 Mention 
BAY

NEWS For 
Exclusive 

 Deals !

$  4,295

2015 Dodge Dart SXT         9,817 Miles

$ 12,999

 2011 Toyota Sienna AWD    90,043  Miles

$ 14,990

2013 Chrysler Town & Count 84,159 Miles     

 $ 12,900

 2012  Mazda 3 I Touring     68,946  Miles

 $ 8,800
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LATE PAGE

APY10.51%
On balances of $5,000 or more1.00%

For the first 90 days

Complete Checking Plus

Celebrate With Us!Celebrate With Us!

1.00%

200
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FREE
DELIVERY

QUALITY MEATS CUT & SLICED TO ORDER

EYE ROUND
$399

lb.

GROUND BEEF

$329
lb.

SHORT RIBS

$399
lb.

LONDON BROIL 

$399
lb.

Quality “Grade A” Meats

ORDER YOUR 
Shady Brook, Norbest 

Turkey and Special 
Cuts for the Holidays

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables
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BY BILL PARRY
Dozens of New Yorkers who 
are angry about the city’s ef-
forts to convert a Queens Holi-
day Inn into a homeless shelter 
rallied in front of Department 
of Social Services Commis-
sioner Steven Banks’s Wind-
sor Terrace home on Dec. 3, 
demanding he come up with 
other solutions to alleviate 
New York’s homeless problem, 
such as constructing afford-
able housing on unused city 
land, or else resign.

This is the fourth time the 
protesters have bused in to 
picket Banks’s Sherman Street 
abode in recent months, and it 
may not be the last — leaders 
say they have stopped their 
nightly rallies in front of the 
hotel itself because they real-
ized they were repelling the 
paying customers they want 
to see patronizing the facility, 
and will instead spend more 

time visiting the actual people 
responsible.

“We realized that we were 
keeping paying customers 
away from the hotel, which in 
turn freed up more rooms for 
DHS to rent,” said Bob Holden, 
president of Queens civic 
group the Juniper Park Civic 
Association.

The rally also headed 
south to Sunset Park, where 
there is a growing hub of shel-
ter hotels. Landlords are now 
erecting inns in the neigh-
borhood just to cash in on the 
city’s desperate need for more 
shelter space and with no in-
tention to ever operate them 
as regular lodgings, claimed 
Brooklynites who joined their 
Queens County counterparts 
in the protest.

“Last I checked Sunset 
Park, although it’s a wonder-
ful neighborhood, is not at the 
top of the list of tourist attrac-

tions in New York City,” said 
Delvis Valdes, a Sunset Park 
lawyer. “We don’t have a need 
for all these hotels in Sunset 
Park unless it’s for the mayor 
to come in and contract out 
those rooms. This nonsense 
has got to stop.”

The rabble rousers claim 
their objection to the ad hoc fa-
cilities is that they’re a pricey 
short-term solution lacking 
both the facilities to help the 
residents get back on their feet 
and enough security to offer 
peace of mind to neighbors.

“They’re expensive, they 
are not designed to function 
as shelters, and they have nei-
ther the adequate security to 
protect nor the social services 
to help the residents,” said 
Holden of Queens civic group 
the Juniper Park Civic Asso-
ciation.

But Holden also dismissed 
Banks’s latest idea known 

as Home For the Holidays, in 
which the city pays family and 
friends of homeless families to 
house them.

“I think it’s strange offer-
ing money to take in families,” 

Holden said. “It’s another sign 
of him doing damage control 
with programs to reduce the 
number of people in the system. 
Look, Banks is not a bad man, 
he’s just not a good manager.”

WHEELING IN: Anti-shelter protesters from Queens chartered a bus 
from Queens to Windsor Terrace to rally in front of Department of Social 
Services Commissioner Steven Banks’s home on Dec. 3.

Shelter skelter
Protesters picket city homeless czar’s 

Windsor Terrace home — again
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Benefi ts:
Arthritis

Services:

HOURS OF OPERATION:

Nina’s Health and Wellness

Manipulating soft tissue to benefi t the Mind, Body and Soul.

Where Healing Begins

Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice is hereby 
given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of New York ("City") has 
proposed the sale of the following City-owned property (collectively, "Disposition Area") in the Borough of Brooklyn:

Address  Block/Lot(s) 
1900 Park Place  1468/56 (Formerly p/o Lot 56, Lots 58 and 60)
416 Thomas S. Boyland Street 1468/63 (Formerly p/o Lot 56, Lots 63 and 64)

Under the New Infill Homeownership Opportunities Program (NIHOP), HPD promotes the new construction of one- to 
three-family homes and small buildings with condominium and cooperative units to foster mixed-income communities 
by providing affordable homeownership opportunities targeted to New York City�s workforce community.
Under NIHOP, housing development fund company sponsors purchase City-owned land for one dollar per tax lot and 
construct one- to three-family homes or buildings containing condominium or cooperative units. The sponsor also 
delivers a note and mortgage for the difference between the appraised value of the land and the purchase price (“Land 
Debt”).  Construction financing may be provided through loans from the City ("City Subsidy"), the New York State 
Affordable Housing Corporation, private lenders and developer equity.  The City provides tax exemption for the homes.
Upon completion, the sponsor sells the homes to eligible purchasers who have agreed to owner-occupy for a 
minimum of twenty years.  The Land Debt and City Subsidy, if any, are apportioned pro rata to each home and 
may be unsecured at the time of sale based on the home's post-construction appraised value.  Purchasers repay 
the Land Debt and City Subsidy, if any, attributable to their homes by delivering a note and a mortgage and/or 
conditional grant agreement to the City.  The sum evidenced by the note and secured by the security instruments 
will be reduced to zero after twenty years of owner occupancy.  Initial purchasers and subsequent owners are 
required to make payments to the City out of resale or refinancing profits.
This submission is a proposed amendment (“Amended Project”) to a project previously approved by the Mayor on 
January 6, 2010 (Cal. No. 9) (“Original Project”). The Amended Project changes the name of the Sponsor from New 
York City Partnership Housing Development Fund Company, Inc. to Habitat for Humanity Latent Thomas Boyland 
Street Housing Development Fund Corporation and changes the housing program from the New Foundations Program 
to the New Infill Homeownership Opportunities Program, but is otherwise the same as the Original Project.  
Under the Amended Project, Habitat for Humanity Latent Thomas Boyland Street Housing Development Fund 
Corporation (“Sponsor”) will purchase the Disposition Area under the New Infill Homeownership Opportunities 
Program.  HPD proposes to sell the Disposition Area to the Sponsor at the nominal price of one dollar per tax lot.  
Upon conveyance, the Sponsor will also deliver a note and mortgage for the difference between the appraised 
value of the land and the purchase price ("Land Debt").  The Sponsor will then construct up to three (3) buildings 
containing a total of up to 25 condominium units for sale to low- income purchasers.
The Land Debt and City Subsidy, if any, will be apportioned pro rata to each home and may be unsecured at the 
time of sale based on the home's post-construction appraised value.  Purchasers will repay the Land Debt and 
City Subsidy, if any, attributable to their homes by delivering a note and mortgage and/or conditional grant 
agreement to the City.  The sum evidenced by the note and secured by the security instruments will be reduced 
to zero after twenty years of owner occupancy.  Initial purchasers and subsequent owners will be required to make 
payments to the City out of resale or refinancing profits.
The appraisal and the proposed Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are available for public examination at 
the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New York, New York on business days during business hours.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on December 21, 2016 at 1 Centre Street, Manhattan, 
Mezzanine at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at which time and place 
those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition 
Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter.
Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of Contract Services, Public 
Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York  10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than seven (7) 
business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services.

     
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Vicki Been, Commissioner, HPD

PUBLIC NOTICE
URBAN DEVELOPMENT ACTION AREA PROJECT
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Planned Service Changes

WEEKEND
11:45 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon
 Dec 9 – 12
 
No trains between Church Av and Stillwell Av 
Free shuttle buses provide alternate service
F service operates between 179 St and Church Av

Travel Alternatives: 
� Buses run between Church Av and Stillwell Av, stopping at Ditmas Av, 18 Av, Avenue I, 
  Bay Pkwy, Avenue N, Avenue P, Kings Hwy, Avenue U, Avenue X, Neptune Av, and West 8 St. 

� Transfer between F G trains and buses at Church Av.

� For direct service between Stillwell Av and Manhattan/Downtown Brooklyn, 
  take the D ( or Q instead.  

 

Stay Informed

 mta.info

F
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ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST & MENU ONLINE: 
JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue 
(Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!
Live or Steamed • 11/4 Lb to 6 Lbs each

JORDAN’S 
TAKE-OUT MARKET

OPEN 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

5AM – 7PM
THROUGH 1/1/17 Deluxe New Year’s Eve  

Appetizers

Salad 
 

Entrées  
(CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

 
(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Offering two options 
(PRICE PER PERSON)

 
 

Party in the New Year 

 
 

 
 

Park Slope, Dyker Heights, Sunset Park, Prospect Park 

and Bensonhurst can order from Uber Eats app.

Saturday & Sundays 
Brunch Specials 

With $4 Mimosas 

Every Day Happy Hour 
With $5 Sangria, Organic Wine & Beer 

Tuesday’s Kids 
Eat for FREE 
With a purchase of an entree 
or burger. One child per adult.

HOURS 
Monday – Wednesday 

11 am – 9 pm
Thursday – Saturday 

11 am – 10 pm
Sunday 

11 am – 8 pm

Gift Certifi cates Available

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS               
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7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

 

 
               

 

Christmas Eve Dinner
$42+ Tax & Gratuity

Choice of Appetizer
Caesar Salad
Dinner Salad 

Fried Calamari 
Seafood Salad 

Lasagna Bolognese 
Soup du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
 Shrimp Scampi, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter 

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 

Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Linguine (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5 oz. Filet, 5 oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni 

Choice of Dessert
Ice Cream or Sherbet 

Chocolate Mousse 
Tiramisu 

Cheesecake 
Fresh Fruit Plate 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

KIDS MENU
Fresh Fruit

Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries

Ice Cream Or Chocolate Mousse

$1995 
Per Child

+Tax & Gratuity 

Both Packages Include Lasagna, Garden Greens Salad 
with Balsame Vinaigrette, Mashed Potatoes, Sauteed String Beans 

and Homemade Cheesecake.
Must be paid upon ordering. Deadline 12/19/2016.

Contact John or Bobby at 718-833-8200
NO CANCELLATIONS

Christmas Eve/Christmas Day
Catering

PACKAGE A
Roast

Maryland Turkey
with All the Trimmings

Carved and Arranged
in Tray

(Serves 12-15 people, must be reheated) 
$349.00 + tax 

PACKAGE B
Complete

Beef Wellington
Filet Mignon in Puff Pastry 
with Mushroom & Shallot Pate 

& Bordelaise Sauce
(Serves 6-8 people, oven ready) 
$349.00 + tax

COME MEET 
SANTA

Sat./Sun.

1-3pm
Parents Bring Your Camera

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

New Years Eve 
Celebration

Choice of Appetizer
Lasagna Bolognese  Soup Du Jour  Stuffed Mushrooms 

Fried Calamari   Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Pork Loin

Served with Baconkraut Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Shrimp Scampi

Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut (Add $15.00)

Server with  Béarnaise and Bordelaise Sauce
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails (Add $15.00)
Two Tails Served with Drawn Butter

Surf & Turf (Add $15.00)
5 oz. Filet - 5 oz. Tail Served with Drawn Butter

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA  DECAF

OPEN BAR
Dancing, Hats, 
Noisemakers

Champagne Toast
Starting at 

$85.00 Plus Tax And Gratuity

NEW YEARS
EVE

Early Seating’s
Starting at 

$42.00 Plus Tax And Gratuity

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

NEW YEARS DAY

MIDNIGHT
PARTY 
Featuring 

Tommy 
Andersen 

& Guest DJ

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS                
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1619 86TH ST • BROOKLYN, NY • 718-331-2221
ENJOY BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER & COCKTAILS • OPEN 24 HOURS 

RATED #1 
DINER IN BROOKLYN

BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)DINER & RESTAURANT

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Elegance without Extravagance

Established 1971

Music : Thurs. – Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

 

Parties welcome for all occasions
718-236-9883

Special holiday menus are available along with our 
ala carte offering

Christmas Eve 
seven fish 

4 course dinner 
$59 p.p.

We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down 

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

718-238-0030

MONDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS &  
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

THURSDAYS

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FRIDAYS

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 

DJ 10PM

SATURDAYS

PRIME RIB  
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TUESDAYS

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA  

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

WEDNESDAYS

2 FOR 1  
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S:

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL

■

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS               
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OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
 NEW YEARS EVE 
NEW YEARS DAY

BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

RESERVE NOW FOR 
HOLIDAY DINING

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

www.salvirestaurant.com

Gift Certifi -
cates Available

A Truly Unique
   Dining Experience

Join Us
On Facebook

THE PREMIER DESTINATION FOR SUPERB ITALIAN CUISINE IN BROOKLYN

Holiday Catering

We will be open New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.
—Make Reservations Early—

From all of us at Salvi:
A Happy Holiday & A Happy New Year.

Call on us for all of your holiday catering needs, 
from small, intimate gatherings to large-scale corporate events, 

we create a night your guests will be talking about all year!
On/Off Premises Catering.

Expires 12/31/16
DINE-IN ONLY

���������	
������
���������������������
���������� �������!�"""#�$%��&�	����'�
��#%�(

Restaurant & Seafood Market �������	
������
�����	����
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Hate has gone underground.

A vandal scrawled “F--- 
Allah” on a bench inside the 
Fort Hamilton Parkway F and 
G station on the border be-
tween Windsor Terrace and 
Kensington sometime before 
Monday, shocking local lead-
ers who say it is the fi rst Is-
lamophobic graffi ti they’d 
seen in the area in more than 
a year and that they blame 
Donald Trump’s victory for 
emboldening bigots to once 
again blight the area with 
their hate.

“We didn’t have any prob-
lems and now with the elec-
tion a lot of people are taking 
advantage,” said Mamnunul 
Haq, a leader in the area’s 
large Bangladeshi Muslim 
community and member of 
Community Board 12. “It 
was gone for a while, but for 
this to happen today is re-

ally shocking.”
Louts  attacked  Kensington 

with both anti-Muslim and 
anti-Semitic graffi ti for sev-
eral years beginning in 2013, 
according to Haq — especially 
along Ocean Parkway, where 
 mailboxes  and storefronts 
could frequently be found de-
based with swastikas and 
messages defaming Allah. 

But local politicians and 
offi cers of the 66th Precinct 
made a concerted effort to 
stamp out the rash of racist 
vandalism, and Haq said he 
hadn’t heard of any offensive 
scribbles since 2015 — until 
Monday. 

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority was not 
aware of the vandalism un-
til contacted by the paper, 
and the agency dispatched a 
cleanup crew in response, ac-
cording to an agency spokes-
man.

Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Kensington) says he con-
tacted police to investigate 
the subway vandalism and 
vowed to hold a community 
gathering to discuss the is-
sue.

Police are now investigat-
ing the offensive words as a 
hate crime, according to a 
spokesman.

It is just the latest in a se-
ries of hate-fi lled outbursts in 
Brooklyn since the election 
of Trump — who during his 
campaign said that he would 
ban all Muslims from enter-
ing the U.S. and make all 
practitioners of Islam regis-
ter with a national database 
— he noted.

“Unfortunately, we’ve 
seen a welling up of ha-
tred and Islamophobia in 
the weeks since the Trump 
election,” he said. “What 
you have to do is get it very 

quickly investigated, painted 
over, and see that the com-
munity comes out together 
against hate in support of 
our Muslim neighbors.”

Amongst other incidents, 
someone  drew swastikas and 
“Go Trump!”  in a Brooklyn 
Heights playground, another 

 wrote “Trump!”  on the door 
of the Muslim prayer room 
at the New York University 
Tandon School of Engineer-
ing Downtown, and a Trump 
supporter  punched a woman 
in the face  after a political 
argument in a Boerum Hill 
bistro. 

UNDERGROUND HATE: A vandal scrawled this hate-fi lled message on a 
bench on the Manhattan-bound platform of the Fort Hamilton Parkway 
subway station along the F and G lines. Community News Group / Bill Roundy

HATE EXPRESS 
Islamophobic graffi ti scrawled on 

subway station bench near Kensington
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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†

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/09/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM WITHOUT  

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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HOLIDAY GUIDE

Holiday shopping can be both 
fun and hectic. It’s fun to scour 
stores looking for can’t-miss 

gifts for your loved ones, but shop-
ping amongst the crowds also can 
prove hectic. 

The opportunity to see and feel 
potential gifts in person compels 
many people to do the majority of 
their holiday shopping in-store, and 
there are ways for such shoppers to 
avoid the holiday shopping rush as 
they begin their quests for the per-
fect gifts:

Shop during 
off-peak hours

Weekends and weeknight eve-
nings tend to be the busiest times 
to go holiday shopping. Profession-
als who have weekends off may put 
off their shopping during the week, 
choosing to do so on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons when they have 
extra time to browse and comparison 
shop. Shopping off-peak hours, such 
as during weekday mornings or even 
early mornings on weekends, is a 
great way to avoid crowds. Parents of 

young children might want to take a 
morning or even a full day off of work 
to get their holiday shopping done so 
they can avoid shopping with their 
kids in tow. 

Make a list
Knowing what you want to buy on-

line can decrease the amount of time 
you spend wandering around malls 
and stores. The longer you linger with-
out an idea of what to buy, the greater 
the chance you will be joined by fellow 

T he holiday 
season is rife 
with tradi-

tion, from Christ-
mas trees to light-
ing displays to 
visits with Santa 
Claus at the local 
mall. Families re-
unite come the hol-
iday season to ex-
change gifts, enjoy meals together, and 
do a little catching up along the way.

But the holiday season also is syn-
onymous with parties. Whether it’s to 
enjoy an offi ce holiday party, a gather-
ing with family and friends, or a more 
intimate gathering at home, such cel-
ebrations are a big part of the holiday 
season and a main reason why this 
is such a festive and beloved time of 
year.

As this is a season of celebrating, 
it’s good to remember that no holiday 
party is truly complete until eggnog 
has been served. Enjoyed almost ex-
clusively during the holiday season, 
eggnog is as much a staple of holiday 
celebrations as stockings hung by the 
chimney with care. This year, impress 
your holiday guests with the following 
recipe for “excellent eggnog” from A.J. 
Rathbun’s “Good Spirits” (Harvard 
Common Press).

Excellent eggnog
Serves 8
INGREDIENTS:
8 large eggs, preferably organic
2 1/4 cups superfi ne sugar
8 ounces brandy
8 ounces rum
4 ounces bourbon
1 quart milk
Freshly grated nutmeg for garnish

DIRECTIONS:
1. Separate the egg yolks from the 

egg whites, setting the whites aside for 
a moment. 

2. In a large mixing bowl, beat the 
yolks with a hand mixer until com-
pletely combined. Add the sugar and 
beat until it reaches a creamy consis-
tency.

3. Add the brandy, rum, and bour-
bon, and then the milk, beating well.

4. In a medium-size mixing bowl, 
beat the egg whites with a hand mixer 
until soft peaks form (be sure be-
fore beating the whites that you have 
cleaned and thoroughly dried the beat-
ers).

5. Fold the egg whites into the yolk-
sugar-alcohol mixture. Refrigerate 
the mix until well chilled (at least 3 
hours).

6. Stir to recombine as needed. 
Serve the eggnog in mugs, topping 
each serving with some nutmeg.  

Eggnog is 
a beloved 
tradition

The holiday shopping rush hits full swing in the weeks before Christmas Day, but there are many ways shoppers can get their shopping 
done and avoid the crowds at the same time.

Continued on page 39

How to avoid the 
holiday shopping rush
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Pilo Arts
Salon
718.748.7411

WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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W hen shopping for holi-
day gifts for children, 
shoppers can easily 

be overwhelmed by the many 
toys, electronics, apparel, and 
other items available for kids. 
Those who may not be up-to-
date on the latest trends may 
even fi nd shopping for kids a 
bit like solving a diffi cult puz-
zle. 

Some shoppers may want 
to get kids the fl ashiest toy, 
but others may prefer gifts 
that are both fun and mentally 
stimulating. Developmental 
toys and educational games for 
kids make for popular gifts. 
Shoppers looking for fun, ed-
ucational toys and games for 
the kids on their shopping lists 
have a host of items to choose 
from: 

Building blocks
Blocks that enable children 

to design and construct are 
popular among youngsters of 
various ages. Blocks come in 
many different forms, from 
early education wooden blocks 
that fi ll nursery fl oors to the 
more intricate, interlocking 
building sets that are coveted 

by older children. 

STEM toys
Some of the latest trends in 

children’s toys veer away from 
regular video games and apps 
and cater to the rising inter-
est in science, technology, en-
gineering, and math. Early in-
troduction to these fi elds can 
result in skills that can pay div-
idends later in life, considering 
students who have an emphasis 
on STEM knowledge are highly 
coveted among employers. 

Toys may include robot-
building kits, toys that help 
young learners test the bound-
aries of physics, apps that help 
kids learn computer program-
ing, and even scientifi c experi-
ment kits that illustrate cause 
and effect.

Sensory toys
Young children can ben-

efi t from toys that stimulate 
the senses. Items to consider 
include water toys, sands (in-
cluding the newer kinetic va-
rieties), playdoughs, musical 
instruments, and bubbles. 
Even food-related toys, such as 
those that encourage baking 

or cooking, will appeal to vari-
ous senses and can help kids 
learn valuable skills.

Imaginative 
play toys

Imaginative play is an effec-
tive way to stimulate creative 
thinking and may help chil-
dren become better learners. 
The Creativity Institute, spe-
cializing in toys for creative 
play, says playing is important 
to children and the way they 
practice growing up. 

According to an article by 
Dr. Scott Kaufman that ap-
peared in Psychology Today, 
“Systematic research has in-
creasingly demonstrated a se-
ries of clear benefi ts of chil-
dren’s engagement in pretend 
games from the ages of about 2 
and a half through ages 6 or 7.” 

Dress-up toys, puppets, 
dolls, action fi gures, and toys 
that mimic real-life activities 
are all examples of products 
that promote imaginative play.

Not only will educational 
toys encourage children to 
play and have fun, but they’ll 
serve as building blocks to a 
lifetime of learning as well. 

Select educational gifts for children

Developmental toys and educational games for kids make for popular 
gifts.

C onsumerism reaches 
a fevered pitch during 
the last quarter of the 

year, when the holidays fuel 
increased spending on every-
thing from dining and enter-
tainment to gadgets to toys. It 
can be easy to get swept along 
during the season of spending 
and fail to pay attention to bud-
gets when the urge to splurge 
on loved ones sets in. How-
ever, failure to take inventory 
of where money is going can 
leave individuals facing some 
unwanted fi nancial repercus-
sions come the new year.

Spending beyond their 
means is something many 
holiday shoppers fall victim 
to. Perhaps they didn’t accu-
rately budget for the year, or 
surprise purchases crop up, 
pulling resources away from 
holiday allowances. That’s 
when credit cards can become 
so attractive, and potentially 
dangerous. 

Buying with credit cards 
makes overspending easy. 
Consumers who want to avoid 
holiday debt can take a pro-
active approach and explore 

some other fi nancing options 
this holiday season:

Layaway
Various retailers have re-

instituted layaway policies to 
make it easier for shoppers 
to buy holiday gifts. With lay-
away, instead of paying for an 
item all at once and leaving 
with it the same day, shoppers 
pay a percentage of the cost 
of the item. In the meantime, 
it is held in layaway. Once an 
item has been paid for in full, 
the merchandise is free to 
leave the store. Spacing out 
payments can help shoppers 
avoid overspending, and many 
stores do not charge interest 
fees on layaway purchases. 

Holiday clubs
Financial institutions may 

offer savings clubs that can 
help people save for holiday 
spending over several months. 
The “club” is simply a special 
short-term savings account 
set up to encourage holiday 
saving. Many such accounts 
can be opened with a nomi-
nal deposit. At the end of the 

term, the money can be with-
drawn and used for holiday 
purchases. Shoppers likely 
won’t miss the small amount 

of money being set aside each 
paycheck, but are surprised to 
see just how quickly savings 
can add up. 

While some banks still of-
fer Christmas club accounts, 
which reached the height of 
their popularity in the 1970s, 
today they are most commonly 
offered by credit unions. Ac-
cording to the Credit Union 
National Association, nearly 
72 percent of credit unions 
run Christmas clubs, and con-
sumer interest in these clubs 
is holding steady.

Credit card perks
Smarter credit card usage 

during the year can be handy 
come the holidays. Choose 
cards that will yield cash back 
or other perks, such as dis-
counts at certain retailers. 
Also, be sure to pay the bal-
ances off in full when the bills 
arrive, so as not to rack up high 
interest charges throughout 
the year. Use the cash-back re-
wards you accumulate during 
the year as a holiday spending 
allowance. 

Holiday shoppers can im-
plement a few saving and 
spending strategies to avoid 
going into debt this holiday 
season.  

Smart ways to fi nance holiday purchases

Using layaway, holiday club accounts and credit card perks, shoppers 
can take some of the bite out of end-of-year spending.
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HOLIDAY BUS TRIPS
Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC
Holiday Shows at Sands, Mt Airy, Foxwoods & Tropicana Casinos & Lancaster, PA
Christmas in Cape May, Washington, DC, Amish Country & New England Towns
Longwood Gardens; Winterthur Museum
Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Year’s Eve, Day & Overnight Trips
St. Augustine, Amelia Island & Jacksonville
New Orleans; Smoky Mountain & Dollywood
The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 6 - 1 7
Come See USA & Canada With Us

CALL
FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

6812 3rd Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11220  718-238-2284  info@lmtours.net  www.lmtours.net

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 

 Cruises & Vacation Packages

 International Airline Tickets

Gift
Certificates
Available!

Group
Discounts
Available!

*Offer expires 12/31/2016. Valid in store on select products only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Restictions 
may apply. See store for details. Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and other marks mentioned 

herein are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. © 2016 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

219-25 N Conduit Ave.
Springfield Gardens, 

New York 11413
718.528.3344

1071 Gates Avenue
Brooklyn, 

New York 11221
718.574.3344

1357 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, New York 

11216
718.622.3344

158-18 B Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, New York 11414

718.848.3344

1557 Ralph Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11236

718.451.3344

edible.com
THE ULTIMATE 

HOLIDAY GIFTS

Joyous Christmas Dipped Fruit™ 
Box $55 | $110*
Product #: 3978

New! Season’s Greetings Party™
$109 | $139 | $179 | $209* | $239 | $269

Product #: 4673

New! Season’s Greetings Party™
$109 | $139 | $179 | $209* | $239 | $269

Product #: 4673

‘Tis the Season Swizzle Trio®
$46 | $92*

Product #: 4691

Christmas Tree Bouquet™
$85 | $105 | $125*

Product #: 4712

Season’s Greetings Celebration™
$75 | $95 | $115*
Product #: 4669

Holiday Loans 
Available
Apply today 
and beat 
the holiday 
shopping 
crowds! 

Applications available 24/7.

www.brfcu.org     718-680-2121

1750 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11214
718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z, Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-934-6809
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H anukkah, which roughly trans-
lates to “dedication” or “induc-
tion,” is a Jewish holiday cel-

ebrated each year in November or 
December, depending on the Jewish 
calendar. Although it may not hold the 
same level of spiritual signifi cance as 
some other holidays of the religion, 
Hanukkah is a highly anticipated and 
popular holiday among people who 
practice Judaism.

Two miracles are celebrated on Ha-
nukkah. One of them is a victory by a 
small number of Jews known as the 

Maccabees, who defeated the Greek 
army occupying the Holy Land. The 
other miracle occurred when the Mac-
cabees liberated their Temple from the 
Greeks. They only discovered a single 
night’s worth of oil to light the me-
norah. However, that oil managed to 
burn for eight days and nights.

Hanukkah celebrations include 
various traditions that commemorate 
these miracles. Many celebrations fo-
cus around food and fun. It’s common 
to fi nd similar foods in Jewish house-
holds during the eight days of Hanuk-

kah. Here’s a look at some of the more 
common foods and their signifi cance:

Latkes: Latkes have different names 
among the sects of Judaism, but they’re 
essentially fried potato pancakes. Dif-
ferent fried foods, like latkes, are eaten 
during Hanukkah to honor the miracle 
of the oil that burned for eight days. 
Other fried foods include jelly-fi lled 
doughnuts called “sufganiyot.”

Loukoumades: These deep-fried 
puffs dipped in honey or sugar are 
treats used to represent the cake eaten 
by the Maccabees. 

Dairy: Dairy was not always in-
cluded in Hanukkah traditions, but 
cheese, blintzes, and cheesecakes 
emerged to symbolize the story of Ju-
dith. Legend says Judith was a beau-
tiful woman who saved her village 
from attacking Babylonians. She was 
able to enter the enemy camp thanks 
to her beauty, charm, and a basket of 
wine and cheese she brought along. 
She fed the enemy general, Holofernes, 
who consumed lots of salty cheese and 
wine and passed out. Judith killed 
the general, and the Babylonians left 
shortly thereafter.

Brisket and tongue: Although 
these foods are not tied to a particu-
lar Hanukkah story, they have grown 
quite popular as traditional Hanuk-
kah meals. Beef brisket pairs well 
with potato latkes, and beef or veal 

tongue also may be served.
Kugel: Potatoes are often baked, 

along with other hearty vegetables, 
into casseroles called “kugels.” 

Challah: Challah is a leavened 
bread traditionally baked and served 
on the Sabbath and Jewish holidays. 
The braided white bread is both attrac-
tive to look at and tasty to eat.

Food plays a big role in many Ha-
nukkah traditions, as there are vari-
ous delicious dishes steeped in histori-
cal signifi cance.  

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Hanukkah foods are steeped in tradition

Christmas cookies made simple

Fried jelly doughnuts are a treat enjoyed on 
Hanukkah.

Baking cookies is a holiday 
tradition for many fami-
lies. Come the holiday 

season, many homes are fi lled 
with the inviting scents of va-
nilla, cinnamon, and melting 
chocolate. 

Baking cookies can be a so-
cial occasion in which family 
members and friends gather 
to create recipes passed down 
through generations. Or, bak-
ing can be a solitary venture in 
which cookies are prepared and 
packaged as holiday gifts. Ei-
ther way, people who bake dur-
ing the holiday season under-
stand that making Christmas 
cookies can be a time-consum-
ing, yet rewarding, process.

This year, holiday bakers 
can embrace a number of time-
saving tips and tricks to re-
duce the amount of time they 
spend in the kitchen and pos-
sibly even improve on existing 
recipes:

Use a cookie mix
Who says you have to 

toil and make cookies from 
scratch? It’s the thought that 
counts, and any number of cre-

ative recipes can begin by uti-
lizing a premade baking mix. 

These mixes already have 
most of the dry cookie ingre-
dients sifted together, includ-
ing fl our, baking soda, baking 
powder, salt, and sugar. All 
you have to do is add the wet 
ingredients and any extra em-

bellishments to make the mix 
your own. 

Prepare ahead
Many cookie dough reci-

pes can be made and stored for 
later use. In fact, refrigerating 
a log of cookie dough can make 
it easier to cut or handle later 

on. Spread out the bulk of your 
baking over two days and you 
might feel less taxed.

Try a 
no-bake recipe

Creative culinary experts 
continually reveal their clever 
tricks, and many of these in-

clude no-bake versions of fa-
vorite desserts. No-bake cook-
ies come together in a matter of 
minutes, but still employ a host 
of delicious ingredients. 

Recipes frequently feature 
similar ingredients to tra-
ditional cookies, but rely on 
chocolate, honey, or peanut 
butter as the setting agent to 
keep them together. Bakers 
may also like not having to 
turn on their ovens.

Recycle leftovers
If you have a fair amount of 

cookies remaining or several 
that broke apart or do not look 
good enough to serve, never fear. 
Such cookies can be used as part 
of another delicious dessert. 

Grind cookies into crumbs 
that can serve as a pie crust for 
pudding pies or no-bake cheese-
cakes, or mix cookie crumbs 
with cake frosting or a nut but-
ter and roll into balls. Dunk 
the balls into melted chocolate, 
add a lollipop stick, and make 
delicious cookie pops.

There are ways to reduce 
the amount of work and time 
required of holiday baking.  

Holiday bakers can embrace a number of time-saving tips and tricks to reduce the amount of time they spend 
in the kitchen.
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shoppers. If possible, call 
stores before you leave 
the house to confi rm if 
they have certain items 
in stock, or buy items on-
line from retailers who 
offer an in-store pickup 
option. Checkout lines 
for in-store pickup items 
are often separated from 
more traditional check-
out lines, further reduc-
ing your risk of waiting 
in long lines.

Shop local
Small local busi-

nesses may not boast 
the inventory of larger 
retailers you’re liable to 
encounter at the mall, 
but local small busi-
nesses tend to deal with 
thinner crowds than na-

tional stores during the 
holiday season. Items in 
such businesses may be 
more unique than items 
sold at nationwide retail-
ers.

Start early
Crowds only grow 

bigger and more impa-
tient between Black Fri-
day and the fi nal days 
before Christmas, so 
shoppers who can fi nd 
the time to shop before 
the height of the shop-
ping season might fi nd 
parking lots and check-
out lines more to their 
liking. 

The holiday shopping 
rush hits full swing in 
the weeks before Christ-
mas Day, but there are 
many ways shoppers can 
get their shopping done 
and avoid the crowds at 
the same time.  

 HOLIDAY GUIDE

Leaving cookies and 
milk for Santa Claus 
is a Christmas Eve 

tradition.
Children regularly 

place a dish of cookies 
and a glass of milk by 
the tree on Christmas 
Eve so that Santa has 
enough energy to com-
plete all of his gift-giv-
ing before kids wake up 
on Christmas morning. 
The tradition of leaving 
cookies out on Christ-
mas Eve may trace its 
origins to Saint Nicho-
las. 

On the feast of St. 
Nicholas on Dec. 6, chil-
dren would leave food 
and drink for the saint 

and any attendants. 
The treats would be ex-
changed for gifts. While 
that’s one theory behind 
the tradition, others 
think it is linked to the 
history of the Christ-
mas tree and the edible 
decorations that adorn 
it. Santa would snack on 
the ornaments. 

Even after edible 
decorations gave way 
to inedible ornaments, 
the tradition of leaving 
a snack for Santa re-
mained. Whatever the 
origins behind the tra-
dition, millions of chil-
dren dutifully leave milk 
and cookies for Santa on 
Christmas Eve.  

Whatever the origins behind the tradition, millions of children 
dutifully leave milk and cookies for Santa on Christmas Eve.

Continued from page 34 

RUSH

Cookies and milk a 
Christmas tradition
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Many jokes have been 
shared about the com-
plexity of growing 

up Jewish surrounded by 
Christian friends and the 
overwhelming infl uence of 
Christmas come the month 
of December. Seemingly ev-
erywhere you look, buildings, 
stores, and homes are decked 
out in lights and decorations. 
But Christmas celebrants are 
not the only ones with reason 
to be festive this time of year, 
when Hanukkah is also cause 
for celebration.

Perhaps due to its prox-
imity to Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, Hanukkah tends 
to be the most widely cel-
ebrated Jewish holiday in 
America. Even though it is of-
fi cially listed as a minor holi-
day, Hanukkah is important 
to families across the globe. In 
fact, because the basis of Ha-
nukkah is rededication to the 
faith, it very well may be an 
instrumental celebration for 
families who may need to fi nd 
their way back to the roots of 
their beliefs.

Hanukkah celebrations 
may not feature lavishly dec-
orated trees or scores of cele-
brants belting out carols, but 
it bears signifi cance for the 
thousands of people who cele-

brate each year. While Hanuk-
kah is steeped in tradition, 
the following are a handful of 
ways you can add a creative 
spin to your family’s festivi-
ties this year:

Light
One of the major tenets 

of Hanukkah is how light 
can shine and lead a person 
through dark periods. This is 
typically exemplifi ed by the 
lighting of the menorah, which 
is prominently placed in win-
dows or other visible areas of 
celebrants’ homes. 

This Hanukkah, spend 
time with someone who may 
be dealing with an illness or 
the loss of a loved one. You may 
be the light that inspires this 
person each day. Give candles 
to friends and family members 
to symbolize the light that will 
shine in the future.

Oil
Another component of Ha-

nukkah celebrations is the fo-
cus on how a one-day supply of 
oil somehow lasted eight days 
during the rededication of the 
temple’s menorah. Many ways 
to include oil in celebrations 
exist. Some people like to get 
creative in the kitchen, serv-
ing fried foods and desserts. 

Think about giving gifts 
of oil, such as fragrant essen-
tial oils that can be used in 
potpourri or in the bath or 
shower. Working alongside 
their parents, children can 
see how a wick drenched in oil 
can serve as an effi cient light-
ing source and decorate the 
home with these homemade 
oil lamps.

Twenty-fi ve 
Bring attention to the num-

ber 25, which is signifi cant 
when celebrating Hanukkah. 
The word Hanukkah can be 
divided into two: Hanu, mean-
ing “they rested,” and Kkah, 
which is the numerical value 
of 25. 

On the 25th day of the He-
brew month of Kislev, the Mac-
cabees rested from their battle 
with the Greeks and trium-
phantly marched into the Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem. Make 25 
a part of celebrations by invit-
ing 25 people to celebrate with 
you or ask children to make 
murals with 25 different adorn-
ments. 

Charitable giving 
Gift-giving is now a com-

ponent of Hanukkah celebra-
tions, but it wasn’t always. 
Greater importance was once 

placed on the lighting of can-
dles to publicize the mira-
cle and evangelize the faith. 
Some poor people could not af-
ford candles, and these people 
would go door-to-door for can-
dle funds, or “gelt,” to be able 
to purchase candles and kid-
dush wine. 

Some Jewish families pre-
fer to give money rather than 
gifts on Hanukkah to keep with 
the tradition of Hanukkah gelt. 
However, families also can in-
corporate charitable giving in 
their celebrations as a way to 
reinforce the customs of giving 
to the poor.  

Creative ways to 
celebrate Hanukkah

The Festival of Lights enjoyed with latkes

Hanukkah celebrations may not feature lavishly decorated trees or 
scores of celebrants belting out carols, but it bears signifi cance for the 
thousands of people who celebrate each year.

T he Jewish celebration of Hanuk-
kah is often associated with the 
Christian holiday of Christmas, 

but that association has little to do 
with the signifi cance of each holiday 
and more to do with the timing. Each is 
celebrated at the end of the year when 
the holiday season has hit full swing. 
But much like the story of Christmas, 
the story of Hanukkah is a rich one.

The celebration of Hanukkah has 
a deep history that can be traced back 
to a successor of Alexander the Great. 
Upon conquering Syria, Egypt, and 
Palestine, Alexander the Great al-
lowed these lands to remain relatively 
autonomous, a gesture that extended to 
allowing residents of these conquered 
lands to observe their own religions. 
However, more than 100 years later, 
Antiochus IV, a less tolerant succes-
sor of Alexander, began to oppress the 
Jewish people under his control, dese-
crating their temples and even order-
ing the massacre of many Jews. This 
treatment eventually sparked a revolt 

led by Mattathias the Hasmonean and 
his son, Judah Maccabee. This revolt 
would ultimately prove successful, and 
the temple was rededicated. But at the 
time of rededication, oil needed to light 
the menorah was very low, roughly 
enough to keep the menorah lit for just 
one night. However, the oil stunningly 
lasted for eight days, enough time to 
prepare an additional supply of oil for 
the menorah. An eight-day festival was 
then declared to celebrate this mira-
cle, and that festival is now known as 
Hanukkah, which is often referred to 
as the “Festival of Lights.”

Though Hanukkah is not as reli-
giously signifi cant as the Jewish holi-
days of Yom Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, 
and Passover, many Jewish people 
still look forward to the holiday and 
its traditions. One such tradition for 
many families is cooking potato lat-
kes, a relatively easy yet delicious food 
that Hanukkah celebrants can enjoy 
on weekend mornings when gathered 
around the breakfast table.

Potato latkes
Serves 4
INGREDIENTS:
1 1/2 pounds russet potatoes, 

peeled
1/4 cup fi nely chopped shallots
2 large eggs, lightly beaten
2 tablespoons fl our
1 1/2 teaspoons salt and freshly 

ground black pepper
Vegetable oil for frying

DIRECTIONS:
In a food processor, grate the po-

tatoes. Line a sieve with cheesecloth 
and transfer the potatoes to the sieve. 
Set the sieve over a boil and twist the 
cheesecloth into a pouch, squeezing 
out some moisture. Let the mixture 
drain for 15 minutes. After 15 minutes, 
pour off liquid from the bowl but leave 
the white potato starch that settles in 
the bottom of the bowl.

To that starch add shallots, eggs, 
fl our, salt, and freshly ground pepper. 
Return drained potatoes to this mix-

ture and toss to combine.
Preheat the oven to 200-degrees 

Fahrenheit. Line a baking pan with 
paper towels. When you are ready to 
eat, in a large skillet heat 1/4 inch of 
oil over medium-high heat until hot. 
Drop heaping tablespoonfuls of potato 
mixture and cook for 3 to 4 minutes a 
side; latkes should be golden and crisp 
on both sides. Eat right away or keep 
warm in oven. Serve with applesauce, 
sour cream or cottage cheese mixed 
with sour cream. Recipe courtesy of 
foodnetwork.com.  

Potato latkes are enjoyed for Hanukkah.
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WALK, SAVE, SHOP
for your Holiday Gifts

ON SUNSET PARK’S 5TH AVENUE
Sunset Park 5th Avenue BID, with over 500 shops, from 38th to 64th Street,  

has everything to satisfy your needs and desires and more.

Last days of our popular Trolley along 5th Avenue
Saturday Dec 17, Sunday Dec 18 – from 1pm to 5pm
Get on and off as often as you like

Sidewalk Sales Days
Saturday Dec 17, Sunday Dec 18,
Look for bargains and holiday gifts at your favorite stores

Sidewalk Sales Days
Saturday Dec 24
Shop for those very last minute gifts

SPECIAL EVENTS ON 5TH AVENUE
Enter Pokemon raffles

3 different ones from now until Christmas
Q-spot at 5405 5th Avenue

Annual Christmas Parranda
Saturday December 17 going along 5th Avenue
beginning at 60th & 5th

Sunset Park’s first ever Scavenger Hunt
Get special sheets with clues
Have fun, visit stores, win prizes

To contact us:
Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11220
718-439-7767
info@sunsetparkbid.org
www.sunsetparkbid.nyc
Download our free app for more lots of info
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A baby’s life is fi lled with 
milestones. First smiles, 
fi rst steps, and fi rst words 

are just a few of the moments 
parents will treasure. 

A baby’s fi rst holiday sea-
son is another special time 
to cherish. Shoppers seeking 
gifts to make a baby’s fi rst hol-
iday special have many clever, 
cute, and functional items to 
choose from. Several of these 
gifts can become keepsakes to 
be tucked into memory boxes 
for growing kids to look at 
later in life:

Christmas pajamas
What better way to await 

for the arrival of Christmas 
than in a pair of snuggly pa-
jamas? Send pajamas ahead 
of Christmas Day so that new 
parents will have plenty of 
adorable photo opportunities 
as their baby boy or girl tears 
open the gifts. 

Stores stock several differ-
ent fun and festive prints, or 
look into pajamas that can be 

personalized.

Photo print package
Photography packages can 

involve the entire expanding 
family and will catalog special 
moments in time. 

Purchase studio or on-loca-
tion time with a private pho-
tographer, or use one of the 
popular photography chains 
found in malls and depart-
ment stores.

Personalized 
framed print

Commemorate the fi rst hol-
iday season with your child by 
getting a print made with his 
or her name and age. 

Leave a space on the print 
so that the child’s parents can 
customize it even further with 
their son or daughter’s foot-
prints. Include a matted frame 
and child-safe ink or paint to 
complete the gift.

Keepsake ornament
Some families embrace 

the tradition of adding a new 
ornament to their Christmas 
trees each year. Purchase an 
ornament for the new baby 
with the year so he or she can 
join in the tradition. 

Crochet or 
knit blanket

Crafty individuals can make 
a blanket that the newest addi-
tion to the family can enjoy dur-
ing the chilly days of winter. 

These blankets often be-
come treasured keepsakes 
that may be passed down 
throughout the family or kept 
tucked away for kids so they 
can give them to their own 
children once they start their 
own families.

Rocking horse
Babies don’t wait long be-

fore they start to run around 
and climb. A classic rocking 
horse makes for a fun baby 
gift, and rocking horses come 
in many different styles. 

If you are the family car-

penter, you can even purchase 
some unfi nished wood from a 
craft store and then make this 
into a homemade gift your fa-
vorite little guy or gal will al-

ways cherish. 
Gift-givers can make a ba-

by’s fi rst holiday season one 
fi lled with joy and whimsy 
with creative gift ideas. 

Make a child’s fi rst 
holiday special

Tips for parents visiting 
a store Santa Claus

Thoughtful gifts can make this fi rst holiday season one of joy for new 
children in the family.

Christmastime is fi lled 
with many different tra-
ditions. Many people 

decorate their homes with 
Christmas trees, and songs 
are sung with family mem-
bers who come from near and 
far to share gifts and compan-
ionship. 

Families with young chil-
dren often make visiting 
Santa Claus a part of their an-
nual traditions. During the 
holiday season, Santa can be 
found taking up residence in 
department stores and malls 
across the country. Thou-
sands of children and their 
parents will wait in line to get 
some face time with jolly old 
St. Nick. 

The following are a hand-
ful of ways to make kids’ 
visits with Santa even more 
pleasant:

Do a test run
If your child has not taken 

a photo with Santa before, he 
may be frightened and the 

result will be a poor photo-
graph. The beard and the red 
coat coupled with the fact that 
kids are sitting on a strang-
er’s lap can be terrifying for 
youngsters. 

Acclimate your child to 
the experience by visiting the 
mall to see Santa and become 
familiar with what he looks 
like and how he acts. 

It may take a couple of vis-
its before your child is ready 
to wait in line for the real 
visit.

Go off-peak
Visit Santa when the store 

just opens or when lines are 
not as long, such as during 
school hours or dinner time. 
This should cut down on the 
wait and create a less tense 
experience. 

Confi rm visiting hours so 
you don’t arrive only to fi nd 
he’s out to lunch or feeding 
his reindeer. Do not sched-
ule anything after the Santa 
visit, so you don’t feel rushed.

Dress comfortably
Wear comfortable shoes 

and clothing so neither you 
nor the kids will be uncom-
fortable. The goal is to look 
nice for the photo, but not at 
the expense of the children’s 
comfort level. 

And while you should be 
comfortable as well, be sure to 
look presentable, in the event 
you have to hop into the photo 
if that’s the only way your son 
or daughter will tolerate the 
experience.

Pack some supplies
Bring snacks and drinks 

for the kids so hunger 
does not make them antsy. 
Bring along a change of 
clothes in case someone 
spills food or spits up be-
fore your turn.

Above all, try to have a 
good time and don’t expect 
perfection. Sometimes the 
best Santa-visit moments 
are the ones that are unre-
hearsed.  Discover the ways to make a visit with Santa a pleasant experience.
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Meet Kathleen the last Wednesday of every month 
for your personal reading at

                                      7717 3rd 

You can also host your own party

Great Gift Idea!  Gift Certifi cates for
Friends & Family.

KATHLEEN AVINO

About Me About My Readings

Located in Brooklyn 516-225-8054 
 EMAIL 

WAREHOUSE SALE
DON’T MISS OUT AT LINK

End of the Year Must Move Inventory

Store Hours: 
Closed Saturday 
Open Sundays

2058 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234

Women’s Holiday & 
Sunday Dresses

Reg. $225    NOW $30
Sizes from 2–24½

Men’s & Women’s 
Genuine Leather Jackets

Reg. $425    NOW $59
Men’s Designer Suit

Reg. $279   NOW $50

All Women’s  
Pants & Skirts

Reg. $48    NOW $5

Huge 
Selection 
of Men’s & 
Women’s  

Wool Coats & 
Jackets

Reg. $375     

NOW $59

Made in Italy
Men’s Zip-UP Sweater

Reg. $79   NOW $10

Boys Dress Pants

Reg. $39   NOW $5
100% Cotton  
Men’s Shirts

Reg. $40   NOW $5

Over 5,000 Brand Names

Stop In 
For 

FREE 
GIFT

Frugal gift wrapping ideas
 HOLIDAY GUIDE

Holiday shoppers spend billions 
of dollars each year on gifts for 
friends, family, and coworkers. 

But holiday shoppers also spend sub-
stantial amounts of money dressing 
up those gifts with bows and wrap-
ping paper. Shoppers may not want to 
spend much more on wrapping paper, 
bags, and other ways to dress-up their 
gifts, and by employing a few tricks of 
the gift-wrapping trade, they may not 
have to. The following are some fru-
gal, yet fl ashy, ways to wrap presents 
this holiday season:

Children’s artwork: Over the 
course of a school year parents can 
accumulate dozens of original pieces 
of art from their children’s time in 
the classroom. Instead of relegating 
those pictures to a memory box or 
temporary glory on the refrigerator, 
turn them into unique gift wrap. Pair 
these pieces of art with colored rib-
bon, and everyone who gets a unique 
masterpiece will feel special.

Newspaper: Recycle newsprint 
and comics into wrapping paper. En-
courage everyone to wrap in newspa-
per for a cohesive look come Christ-
mas morning.

Cloth: Leftover cloth from Hal-
loween or cloth purchased to create  
homemade curtains can be turned 
into giftwrap for awkward-shaped 
gifts. Use decorative ribbon to seal the 

bundle shut.
Brown paper: Brown paper tied 

with twine or ribbon is inexpensive 
and can easily be recycled after use. 
Use a marker to put the names of gift 
recipients on each package to save on 
gift tags as well.

Glass jars: Use mason jars when 
wrapping smaller gifts, including gift 
cards, to give them an arts-and-crafts 
feel.

Fabric gift bags: If you’re handy 
with a needle and thread, sew sacks 
out of leftover fabric to make gift bags 
of various sizes.

Cookie tins: Find unique cookie 
tins from yard sales or leftover tins 
from holidays past and use them as 
gift boxes.

Recipes: If you will be giving a 
cookbook or food-themed gifts, print 
recipes that can be used as gift wrap 
and then later used to make certain 
dishes.

Baby linens: From blankets to 
wash cloths, use baby linens to wrap 
infant-themed gifts for new parents.

Baskets: Wicker baskets are avail-
able in various shapes and sizes. They 
can be used to make a gift collection 
and then reused over and over again.

There are many creative and inex-
pensive ways to wrap gifts this year 
instead of relying on preprinted and 
often expensive wrapping paper. 
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H oliday decorations help 
make a special time of 
year even more memora-

ble. Whether you’re hanging 
mistletoe above a doorway or 
decking the halls, safety must 
be a priority when decorating 
a home for the holidays.

Accidents can happen 
no matter what type of holi-
day decorating you’re doing, 
but stringing holiday lights 
around your home may be es-
pecially dangerous. This sea-
son, keep the following safety 
tips in mind when stringing 
lights so this season of celebra-
tion starts off safe and sound:

Work with a partner
Partnering up when string-

ing holiday lights allows deco-
rators to use both of their 
hands to climb up ladders 
instead of using one of their 
hands to carry lights. Once 
they reach a point where it’s 
safe to hang lights, they can 
then have a helper hand them 
the lights. If possible, work in 
groups of three so someone 
can hold the ladder steady at 
all times.

Inspect lights
Lights are not built to last 

forever, and over time holiday 
lights can suffer damage that 
has the potential to be danger-
ous. Wires can fray, and sock-
ets can crack or break. Inspect 
lights and wires before hang-
ing them, replacing any that 
pose a hazard. When replacing 
bulbs, be sure to replace them 
with bulbs of equal wattage.

Use an extension 
cord of adequate 
length

Exterior holiday lights are 
often plugged into extension 
cords that extend to a shed or 
garage. Do not connect several 
extension cords to power hol-
iday lights; instead, use just 
a single cord that’s lengthy 
enough to reach the outlet. 
Connecting extension cords 
is a fi re hazard. In addition, 
make sure the amperage of 
the decorations matches the 
amperage rating of the exten-
sion cord, which can be found 
on the product label or pos-
sibly on the manufacturer’s 
website. 

Make sure lights 
do not pose hazard 
inside

Lights might be hung on 

Christmas trees or along 
hallways. Such lights and 
the cords connecting them to 
power sources should never 
pose safety hazards, so make 
sure they are not lying on the 
fl oor. Staple lights to the wall 
and never place them beneath 
furniture or rugs. Lights can 
overheat when placed beneath 
rugs, and lights that are not 

properly secured to a wall can 
pose certain dangers, includ-
ing being potential tripping 
hazards.

Hang the 
correct lights

When stringing lights, 
make sure you hang lights 
designated as exterior lights 
on the exterior of your home 

and those designated as inte-
rior lights inside your home. 
Hanging lights in the wrong 
places poses a fi re hazard 
and creates additional safety 
concerns, so adhere to manu-
facturer instructions when 
stringing lights.

Safety should reign su-
preme when stringing holiday 
lights around the house.  

Safety fi rst when stringing holiday lights

Safety should reign supreme when stringing holiday lights outside in or inside your home.

The holiday season is full 
of joy. But in the midst of 
decorating and socializ-

ing, pet owners may overlook 
the needs of their pets. Hectic 
schedules and homes full of 
unusual décor can throw pets 
off-kilter. 

No pet owner wants his pet 
to feel uncomfortable or suffer 
any injuries, so it’s important 
that owners exercise caution 
with the following items come 
the holiday season:

Bones
Small bones or bone chips 

from turkey can become 
lodged in the digestive tracts of 
pets and cause serious injury. 
If you want to provide your pet 
with a holiday treat, choose a 
safer, store-bought bone.

Chocolate
An abundance of treats 

seems to be par for the course 
during the holiday season. 
Dogs should avoid all choco-
late, but dark chocolate poses 

a particularly serious threat. 
Chocolate can cause agitation, 
elevated heart rate, diarrhea, 
vomiting, seizures, and even 
death. 

In addition, candy or cook-
ies sweetened with the arti-
fi cial sweetener xylitol can 
cause a dangerous drop in 
blood pressure for dogs.

Pine needles 
and trees

When ingested, pine nee-
dles can puncture the intes-
tines of pets. In search of an 
easy drink, dogs and cats may 
be drawn to the fresh water 
reservoir of live trees, in-
creasing the likelihood that 
they knock over a Christmas 
tree, injuring themselves and 
causing damage around the 
house. 

Trees should be properly 
secured, and fallen needles 
should be promptly discarded.

Tinsel
Skip the tinsel if you have 

a cat. Felines are likely to mis-
take tinsel for a toy. Eating tin-
sel can cause severe damage 
to a cat’s intestinal tract, as it 
may get caught in the stomach 
while the rest of it continues to 
pass through the intestines. 

Tinsel also may wrap 
around the tongue, increas-
ing the cat’s risk of choking. 
Ornaments also are tempting 
playthings. Cats may pounce 
on glass ornaments, breaking 
them and suffering injury. 

Electrical cords
The American Animal Hos-

pital Association says holiday 
lights mean more electrical 
cords for kittens and puppies 
to chew. Secure all cords and 
keep them out of reach of pets.

Candles
The subtle fl icker of a lit 

candle can add ambiance to 
a space. But all it takes is the 
swish of a tail or the pat of a 
paw to knock over a candle 
and spark a fi re. Never leave 

lit candles unattended. 
If you have boisterous pets, 

opt for LED-simulated candles 
instead.

Alcohol
Spirits are sometimes a 

part of celebrations, but alco-
holic beverages should be kept 

out of reach of pets. Alcohol 
suppresses the immune sys-
tem, and it can result in sig-
nifi cant health issues for pets 
who consume it.

The holiday season is a time 
for celebration. Ensure that 
these festivities are as safe for 
pets as they are enjoyable.  

Holidays can potentially 
be hazardous to your pets

Ensure that these festivities are as safe for pets as they are enjoyable.
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
RDon't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/09/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
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BOREUM HILL

Raise a glass and toast the brand-
new Wyckoff Cornerstone Program 
for kids. The new program opened by 

HeartShare St. Vincent’s Services 

will provide a safe place for youth 
Downtown.

Councilman Stephen Levin (D-
Boerum Hill) led the festivities with 
staff, program participants, the New 
York Police Department, and mem-
bers of the local community. 

“Typically, our Cornerstone Pro-
grams offer tutoring, recreational 
activities, creative arts, and sports, 
but we listen very closely to what 
our young people want and we take 

it from there,” said Regina Mitch-

ell, who will oversee the new Wyckoff 
program.

“We are grateful to have this new 
program location,” said Brooke 

Rosenthal, vice president of Commu-
nity Programs.

Standing O is grateful, too!
HeartShare St. Vincent’s com-

munity programs, which are funded 
by NYC Department of Youth and 
Community Development, nurtured 
and educated more than 3,000 children 
through its after-school and summer 
camp opportunities last year.

Wyckoff Cornerstone Program 
(280 Wyckoff St. and Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill). 

GERRITSEN BEACH

PS 194 is getting techy
It’s a win win for the students at PS 

194. The Jimmie Johnson Founda-

tion announced that the school is the 
recipient of the sixth annual Team Up 

for Technology grant in the amount 
of $48,000.

Teacher Kathryn Malara nomi-
nated the school of its tech makeover. 
In her nomination letter she said in 
part,  “I do not want the students in 
my school community to use technol-
ogy to make Prezis and PowerPoint 
presentations. What I do want is to 
have all of my students delve into a 
myriad of technology opportunities 
to fi nd their own answers to their 
own questions. I want them to learn 

to use technology to raise aware-
ness for causes that are important to 
them.”

Out of 850 nominations, only 10 
schools were selected, and only one — 
from our fair town — was chosen. 

The school plans to use grant 
money to purchase new laptops, a lap-
top cart, new printers, and iPads for 

the Speech and Language and Special 
Education teachers.

Standing O pal Kathryn added that 
she couldn’t have done it alone.

“I want to thank Karen Savas-

tano, who helped me during the grant 
process. My co-teacher and I are an in-
separable team and I am so glad that I 
had her by my side to think out ideas 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

EAST FLATBUSH

Welcome to the neighborhood, 
Ruby’s Place. 

Architect Christine Hunter; 
program director  Doug Brooks; 
Office of Temporary and Disabil-
ity Assistance project manager 
Brenda McAteer; founder, presi-
dent, and chief executive officer 
Emory Brooks; board member of 
Community Counseling & Me-

diation Cassandra Underdue; 
and director of New York City 
Department of Housing Preser-
vation and Development’s Sup-
portive Housing Loan Program 
Emily Lehman celebrated the 
grand opening ceremonies on 
Nov. 29. 

Named after Brooks’s mother 
Ruby Sargent, Ruby’s Place of-
fers services to support the men-
tal, physical, and social needs of 
at-risk children, families, and 
homeless individuals. The new lo-
cation boasts 72 affordable studio 
apartments, and will improve the 
lives of residents with onsite ser-
vices. 

Community Counseling & 

Meditation was founded in 1982 
and has grown to service more 
than 25,000 individuals and fam-
ilies in the borough and Manhat-
tan. 

The organization operates 
more than 75 programs, owns and 
operates three comprehensive 
supportive housing facilities that 
provide mental health services 
and psychiatric evaluations, and 
is currently developing a fourth 
and fifth facility.

Brooks explained, “With 
support from our government 
funders, the Governor’s and May-
or’s Office, Community Board 17, 
and the Flatbush community of 
Brooklyn, Ruby’s Place is honored 
to help support formerly homeless 
New Yorkers by providing safe 
and supportive housing. 

“We will continue to provide 
high-quality and clinical-based 
services that would make a long-
lasting impact on the lives of the 
individual and families we serve,” 
Brooks added.

Ruby’s Place [226 Linden Blvd. 
at Nostrand Avenue in East Flat-
bush, (718) 802–0666].

Hearts for Wyckoff Cornerstone

and to calm me down when I got wor-
ried about the whole process.”

Principal Joy Mendelsohn added, 
“There are no words to describe how 
excited I am about this grant. This 
grant is a gift that will help us to take 
our students to new places.”

PS 194 The Raoul Wallenberg 
School [3117 Avenue W and Knapp 
Street in Gerritsen Beach, (718) 648–
8804].

SNIP, SNIP: From left, Christine Hunter, Doug Brooks, Brenda McAteer, Cassandra Un-
derdue, Emory Brooks, and Emily Lehman cut the ribbon and open the doors to Ruby’s 
Place.

It’s a Ruby-red ribbon cutting

BOROUGH WIDE

Lifeguard alert
Do you enjoy sitting on the 

beach, especially if you are get-
ting paid to do it? Then life-
guarding is for you. The Parks 

Department is beginning the 
annual search for qualifi ed can-
didates to participate in the 
training program. The starting 
salary for fi rst-year guards is $15 
per hour and most guards work 
a 48-hour, six-day week. You do 
the math. 

In order to qualify for the Mu-
nicipal Lifeguard Training Pro-
gram, participants must:

• Be able to swim 50 yards in 35 
seconds with proper form 

• Have eyesight no worse than 
20/30 in one eye and 20/40 in the 
other 

• And be at least 16 years of age 
at the time of employment

The qualifying tests continues 
through December and January 
at select pools citywide. A com-
plete list of testing locations can 
be found on the Parks Depart-
ment’s website.

Those who qualify are en-
rolled in the Municipal Life-

guard Training Program, 
which consists of 40 hours of 
lifeguarding skills and rescue 
techniques, fi rst-aid, and CPR. 
Training generally takes place 
once a week for 16 weeks, so in-
terested candidates should en-
roll as early as possible to en-
sure that they meet all program 
requirements.

After completing the course 
and passing the fi nal exam and 
background check, lifeguards 
are assigned to one of the city’s 
eight beaches and 55 outdoor 
pools. Once they begin working 
as a lifeguard, they are even paid 
for their time in training and 
have the option to return to work 
in future seasons after a short re-
certifi cation process.

Visit the website at www.ny-
cgovparks.org/opportunities/
jobs/lifeguards.
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some affi nity for Brooklyn!’ ”
There is still some mystery around 

the exact provenance of the sign in 
Gargiulo’s — it features a red and blue 
star-spangled border that is not pres-
ent on the one in the opening sequence 
of the classic sitcom. Some believe this 
is because it was spruced up for Amer-
ica’s bicentennial in 1976, others that 
there were two signs. 

And at least one other similar “Wel-
come to Brooklyn” sign is out there 
somewhere — one that bore Leone’s suc-
cessor Howard Golden’s name, and fea-
tured in  the opening to the fi nal 1979 sea-
son  of “Kotter.” But Golden believes that 
one was created by and subsequently re-
turned to the studio behind the show, ac-
cording to one borough politico.

“They took it back when the show 
ended,” said Kings County Democratic 
establishment legend Steve Cohn, re-
laying Golden’s take.

Leone’s death came  just as the fed-
eral government began scolding  New 
York state for putting its own fl ashy 
“I heart N.Y.” signs on highways last 
month, which the Feds claim are a 
dangerous distraction to drivers.

But D.C. should just fuhgeddabou-
dit, says Marokowitz,  who erected the 
newer eye-catching “Welcome to Brook-
lyn” signs  reading “Believe the hype!” 
and “Not just a borough, an experience” 
during his time behind the wheel — he 
and Leone already proved they’re just 
displays of harmless civic pride.

“I’m not a traffi c engineer, but 
whether it’s Brooklyn or other places 
across America, I think it’s an oppor-
tunity for boosterism,” says Marokow-
itz. 

Continued from page 4 

‘BROOKLYN’ SIGN

peated overtures to come to [the staff-
er’s] apartment, attend movies, have 
drinks in the evening, share hotel 
rooms, and to live with him.” Council 
investigators conducted an 11-month 
investigation and found no evidence 
supporting Martin’s claim, and  Gen-
tile recently said Martin made the 
claims because he was disgruntled  at 
the time.

Gentile is exploring a run for Brook-
lyn District Attorney.

• • •
Separately, former Gentile commu-

nications director Justin Brannan 
is leaving his current job with the De-
partment of Education at the end of the 
year to explore a run for the term-lim-
ited Gentile’s Council seat.

Brannan is president of the Bay 
Ridge Democrats and has served as 
the Department of Education’s in-
tergovernmental affairs director for 
the last year. Before that, he handled 

Continued from page 15 

POLITICS

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They waived their right to remain si-
lent!

Community members and elected 
offi cials praised local law enforcement 
heroes during the 11th annual Police 
Appreciation Luncheon: Honoring Our 
Everyday Heroes at Cats on the Bay in 
Sheepshead Bay on Dec. 2. The event 
— hosted by the Be Proud Foundation 
— honored those in blue from various 
precincts in Southern Brooklyn and 
the department headquarters in Man-
hattan, and the love was well-received, 
said one community affairs offi cer.

“It was great to be honored, and it 
was a fun event,” said Police Offi cer 
Danny Chiu from the 61st Precinct.

Locals performed for New York’s 

Finest, including a musical duo who 
gave a moving rendition of some pa-
triotic tunes, said foundation founder 
Raisa Chernina.

“It was great. A 9-year-old, she sang 
‘God Bless America,’ and the older lady 
— she won the grandmother competi-
tion — she played violin,” Chernina said 
referring to the foundation’s  annual tal-
ent show for ladies of a certain age .

Organizers also served cakes with 
“Thank you NYPD!” written on them 
in icing for the men and women in blue 
— but the offi cers exercised some self-
control and brought some back to the 
precinct to share with everyone, said 
Chiu.

“We brought it back to the precinct 
so everyone could enjoy,” he said. 

Brighton group honors local police

GUESTS OF HONOR: Community affairs offi cers Lauren Au, Danny Chiu, and Sammy Shaya 
receive an award for their service from Be Proud Foundation founder Raisa Chernina.
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1220 L Street NW, Suite 600
Washington DC 20005
www.nhcaa.org

New York Health Plan Association Council 
90 State Street, Suite 825, Albany, NY 12207
www.nyhpa.org

This message brought to you by:

Advertisement

Offers of “free” medical treatments or “complimentary” 
consultations may sound appealing and legitimate. These 
too-good- to-be-true cure-alls can come to you in advertising, 
over the phone, in your email box and even at your front door. Be 
careful of modern day snake oil salesmen.

Their offers can be a lure to obtain your patient identification and 
insurance information to commit health care fraud in your name.

Over $80 billion is stolen every year through scams designed to 
stick you and your insurance company with fraudulent and illegal 
medical charges. We all pay in the form of higher health 
insurance premiums. Plus, your medical history can be 
permanently altered when diseases or injuries you’ve never had 
are falsely entered into your permanent medical record to justify 
the illegal charges.

For more information, please visit www.nhcaa.org/NYPublicAwareness

How can you protect yourself? 

Read your policy and benefits statements.
received the treatments for which your insurance was charged, and 
question suspicious expenses.

Beware of “free” offers.  They’re often fraud schemes designed to 
bill you and your insurance company illegally for thousands of dollars 
in treatments and procedures you never received.

Protect your health insurance card like your credit card. In the 

policy numbers or other identifying information to door-to-door 
salesmen, telephone solicitors, or in response to emails.

Report fraud.
suspect you may be a victim of health insurance fraud. 

APPLY AND ENROLL FOR SPRING 2017 
DURING EXPRESS DECISION WEEK

December 5 to 10, 2016

Undergraduate Open House
Pharm.D. Information Session and Wet Lab Tour

B.S. in Nursing Information Session and Sim Lab Tour

RSVP at liu.edu/Brooklyn/yes or 718.488.1011

Join us on Saturday,  
Dec. 10 at 11 a.m. for:
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To the editor, 
Councilman Vincent Gentile’s 

and Justin Brannan’s op-letter in the 
Dec. 2–8 issue of the Bay Ridge Cou-
rier distorts America’s history of 
immigration. There are two sets of 
immigrants: Those who built Amer-
ica and those who siphon its riches. 
Since both Messrs. Gentile and Bran-
nan are educated, I must conclude 
that they know the clear distinction 
between classes of immigrants and 
are making an attempt to deceive the 
readers for political gain.

The authors’ statement “Diverse 
cultures … are the backbone of our 
country” is misleading since, en 
masse, pre-mid-’60s, immigrants 
came here legally, did not break U.S. 
law, assimilated and welcomed the 
opportunity to work while practic-
ing their culture without disrupting 
America.

They are the ones who built Amer-
ica. They did not work in the under-
ground economy, and they did not 
ask politicians to steal American 
workers’ hard-earned money in ex-
change for votes.

Emma Lazarus wrote in part (in 
“The New Colossus”), “Give me your 
tired, your poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free,” not “Give 
me your criminals, your freeloaders, 
your dysfunctional messes yearning 
to live for free.”

Elected officials on both sides of 
the aisle have made gross errors that 
have led to the current immigration 
debacle. Two such errors are Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson’s Immigration 
and Nationality Act of 1964 that abol-
ished quota systems based on national 
origin, and President Ronald Reagan’s 
Immigration Reform and Control Act 
of 1986, which was an amnesty law 
that allowed some 3 million illegals to 
remain in the United States.

Messrs. Gentile’s and Brannan’s 
pet peeve is that Donald Trump said 
disparaging remarks against women 
and made offensive remarks towards 
many individuals. All true, but the 
authors’ primary objective should be 
the wellbeing of America, not their 
personal idiosyncrasies.

Democrats rigged the primary to 
insure that Hillary Clinton was their 

candidate. Perhaps if Trump would 
have run against a candidate other 
than Hillary — say, Elizabeth War-
ren or Bernie Sanders — he might 
have lost. The authors should be con-
cerned with a crooked Democratic 
party, not with Trump.

One would think that with New 
York City as a haven for illegals (bet-
ter known as a sanctuary city), a 
Marxist communist mayor who has 
been running for re-election since 
Day One while involved in unethi-
cal and possibly illegal shenanigans, 
additionally spewing anti-cop rheto-
ric and allowing criminals to pur-
sue their trade unabated, the writers 
would be concerned with rectifying 
the mess left by Bloomberg and con-
tinuing with comrade Bill. Aiding 
Preet Bharara in his federal investi-
gations would be a good start.

America stood up to a lawless 
Obama as a mass repudiation of his 
domestic and foreign policies, with 
Hillary as his Secretary of State 
for half of his tenure. America re-
jected the status quo along with the 
oppression of the blue-collar work-
ing class, they rejected the snobs 
in Washington’s inner circle, they 
rejected illegal immigration, they 
rejected Obama’s business-stifling 
regulations, and they rejected the 
mainstream media telling them that 
Hillary had won before the first vote 
was cast. The fed-up consortium 
came to the polls, voted for a better 
America, and won.

But, of course, Messrs. Gentile 
and Brannan want to continue their 
misguided and failed liberal activ-
ism. Why? Post-WWII liberal policies 
have failed across the board.

How many times can you hit your-
selves over your heads before you re-
alize that it’s dangerous? The authors 
additionally state that “The soul of 
America is on trial here” and “It’s 
time for us to stand up and testify.” 
We did, gentlemen — on Nov. 8, Amer-
ica stood up and said, “Enough.” Con-
trary to the authors’ opinions, Amer-
ica’s divisiveness is about those who 
want to change America for the bet-
ter and those who don’t. From your 
op-letter gentlemen, I know which 
side you’re on. How misguided and 
sad, how very, very sad! Elio Valenti

To the editor,
Since Donald Trump was elected, I 

have seen the media scramble for any-
thing they can find to implicate that 
election in a rise in “hate crimes.”

Really? Nasty graffiti scrawled 
on a subway bench insulting Allah 
is a hate crime? Why do we never 
hear that word used when a Catho-
lic church is vandalized? Idiot kids 
drawing swastikas on a playground 
sign — a hate crime?

Unfortunately none of this is new 
to us here in NYC. This crap was 
around all through the Obama ad-
ministration and well before that, 
but liberals are selective in their out-
rage. This 64-year-old remembers 
swastikas scratched on bathroom 
doors way back in high school. The 
only thing different now is that the 
media jumps on anything to fuel the 
fires touting the “epidemic of hate.”

We NYers live, work, and com-
mute cheek by jowl with a panoply 
of ethnicities, races, religions, and 
varied gender identities — we don’t 
have to love it all, but we sure don’t 
hate each other or this city would be 
in tatters.

There will always be nasty, sick, 
and prejudiced people who go after 
those who are different from them, 
and they should feel the full force of 
the law when they menace or — God 
forbid — physically attack. And there 
will always be stupid kids who write 
offensive things on subway benches 
and locker room doors — some are so 
sick as to deface a house of worship.

Of course there is no excuse for 
this behavior, and there is also no 
excuse for the nonsensical level of 
panic and hysteria following the 
Trump election. Life goes on and as 
the bible says, “There is nothing new 
under the sun.”

Let’s keep things in perspective, 
Okay? Anna Czarnowski

Queens

To the editor
I’m a subscriber to Courier Life 

for many years and enjoyed publi-
cations, but after departure of Sha-
vanna Abruzzo, Stan Gershbein, Car-
men Santa Maria; your Newspaper 
became just another lackey for “The 
New York Times” and liberals trying 
to destroy our country. So since now 
on, please, cancel my subscription, 
because every issue goes to the gar-
bage can, straight from the mailbox.

Regards. Michael Frishberg
Marine Park

To the editor,
In late 2015, the residents of the 

Brooklyn neighborhood Kensington 

received news that a homeless shel-
ter would be going up in their neigh-
borhood. People were concerned. A 
Facebook group formed. Residents 
expressed their fears.

One Kensington resident, Cath-
erine Barufaldi, expressed a simple 
sentiment: “How they are welcomed 
will speak volumes about each of us 
and our community as a whole.”

Kensington took this call to action 
seriously. The community’s local Girl 
Scout troop designed welcome cards 
for the shelter’s first residents. Oth-
ers donated gift cards to local super-
markets and businesses, along with 
cookies, toys, games, and diapers. 
As a result of their efforts, they have 
been recognized as a compassionate 
community by the Coalition for the 
Homeless.

Maspeth and Kensington are de-
mographically similar places. Mas-
peth, in fact, has a higher average 
income than Kensington. The two 
communities’ crime rates are iden-
tical. There is no clear reason these 
communities should react in such 
wildly divergent ways to the same is-
sue.

But Kensington threw its time 
and energy into supporting the home-
less. Maspeth has spent its time and 
energy on constant protests to show 
them just how unwelcome and un-
wanted they are.

Ostensibly, the shelter protests 
are about solutions, not shelters. 
Shelters, to be sure, are not ideal. 
Homelessness and poverty are com-
plex issues, and it is well within any 
residents right to disagree with the 
mayor’s approach to these issues. But 
this rallying cry would be much eas-
ier to take seriously if there was any 
indication that any of these protest-
ers were working for real solutions. 
Instead, it is transparently clear that 
the groups primary concern with the 
Holiday Inn shelter is not its lack of 
kitchens or subway service, but its 
proximity to their own backyard.

Thirty-five homeless people froze 
to death on the streets of New York 
last year. These people probably 
would have benefited from affordable 
housing initiatives. They would have 
benefitted from facilities with kitch-
ens. But, first and foremost, they 
needed shelter. In winter, lack of shel-
ter kills.

Maspeth’s protests speak volumes 
about the community as a whole. It 
should rethink what it has decided to 
say. Sarah Jaffe

Queens
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kay, I did it. I actually 
gave my head a pitying 
shake when a friend told 

me she had just discovered a 
fantastic restaurant in Jack-
son Heights that sells the giant 
Indian crepes called dosas.

“It’s so great!” she said. 
“It’s called — ”

“Dosa Delight,” I inter-
rupted, as condescending as 
if she’d just discovered a great 
fast food restaurant called 
“McDonald’s.” 

But food pride goeth be-
fore a food fall. Just a day 
later I found myself speaking 
with Katie Sutton, of the food 
trend-watching company (yes, 
there are such things) Food 
and Drink Resources. I’d read 
some of its predictions — egg 
pizza from Georgia (the coun-
try), Japanese cuisine by way 
of Peru, and even fried Brus-
sels sprouts — in an industry 
newsletter called Restaurant 
Hospitality. Could these eats 
truly be coming our way? 

Turns out they’re already 
here — and I’m one of the last 
to know. 

But possibly, so are you.  
For instance, Katie said, 

both coasts are currently ob-
sessed by Poke, and it isn’t a 
virtual reality game on your 

phone. It’s a Hawaiian dish 
consisting of cubes of raw 
fish marinated in sauce and 
served in a bowl, sometimes 
with rice. 

There are already several 
poke (poh-kay) shops in our 
city, some so popular that long 
lines form at lunchtime. Hav-
ing once been absolutely posi-
tive that sushi was going to 
prove a flash in the pan (or, 
more accurately, a flash in 
the plate, since it’s raw), I feel 
reluctant to predict a quick 
demise for this new fad. But 
really, how many Hawaiian 

creations have made it to the 
big time and stayed there? Be-
sides Obama, I mean.  

For now, though, poke is so 
ubiquitous that New York eat-
eries are already cross-polli-
nating it with other popular 
foods, leading to items like 
the poke burrito. Meantime, 
the “phorrito” is another ris-
ing star. That’s a burrito filled 
with Vietnamese pho, a soup 
of braised meat, herbs, and 
noodles. All of which leads 
me to my Food Theory No. 1: 
Wrap a tortilla around any-
thing that’s already delicious 
and it will be a hit. 

Theory No. 2 is: The glop-
pier the better, which is why 
we’re talking about eating a 
wrap filled with soup. But you 
can also see this trend with 
egg sandwiches. Katie pointed 
to a West Coast restaurant 
called Eggslut, famous for the 
runniest eggs around. 

Another big trend she’s see-
ing is fruit soups.

“It’s like taking a smoothie 
and dumping it into a bowl 
and putting chunks of fruit 
into it,” she said. 

So here’s my Food Theory 
No. 3: Anything chunked and 
put into a bowl is going to be 
a hit. 

One particular ingredi-
ent finding its way into these 
soups is dragon fruit, which 
I’ve seen at Asian fruit stands 
for years but have always been 
too unnerved to try. They’re 
pink and green and look 
straight out of Dr. Seuss. But 
to catch up with the trends, I 
finally got two in Flushing, 
sliced them open and: Total 
shock! One was white inside 
with poppyseed-like seeds, but 
the other was ruby red, same 
seeds. So gorgeous!

And so incredibly bland! 
Yecch. They tasted like giant 
kiwis, minus the flavor. And 
the fact that they cost about 
$5 apiece just makes me won-
der how popular this fruit can 
ever be. But I’m the gal who bet 
against sushi, so let’s move on.

Another counter-intuitive 
trend is dark food on dark 
plates. After what feels like a 
century of ever lighter cuisine, 
Katie says the trend has gone 
180. Charring, once known as 
“overdone,” “burnt,” or “ru-
ined” in my family, is now one 
of the two hippest methods for 
preparing vegetables. (The 
other is deep frying.) Katie 
says she has started charring 
her salad greens on the grill, 
which I could understand if 

they got kind of pleasantly car-
amelized. But I tried charred 
broccoli recently, and simply 
cannot understand why my 
own, equally unhip method of 
broccoli prep — steaming till 
it is bendably soft and slightly 
gray — lost out. Douse really 
soft broccoli in melted butter 
and I say yum.

Of course, I say that when 
you douse almost anything in 
melted butter. (I’m convinced 
that’s why lobster made it big: 
The shameless butter-dipping 
it made chic.)

And speaking of dipping, 
the last food trend we’ve 
got time for today is decon-
structed ramen called tsuke-
men. The noodles are separate 
from the broth. You dip them 
in and slurp them down. 

Slurping, glopping, chunk-
ing and wrapping are clearly 
the order of the day, so here’s 
Food Theory No. 4: Any ob-
scure cuisine that we haven’t 
discovered yet will burst onto 
the scene in 2018.

And in 2019, it will be 
wrapped in a tortilla.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids, 
and a contributor at Reason.
com. 

fter all the political 
mumbo jumbo of the 
last 18 months, I thought 

I might take a foray into fluff 
and share thoughts on some-
thing less controversial — so  
here goes.

Fist pumping, going to the 
gym, tanning, and appreciat-
ing clean laundry was the leg-
acy of “Jersey Shore.” It’s hard 
to believe that the show, which 
premiered on Dec. 3, 2009, cel-
ebrated seven years. 

Although we said goodbye 
to the gang — which included  
Pauly “D” DelVecchio, Nicole 
“Snookie” Polizzi, Michael 
“the Situation” Sorrentino, 
Jennifer “JWow” Farley, Ron-
nie Ortiz-Magro, Samantha 
“Sweetheart” Giancola, Vinny 
Guadagnino, Angelina Pivar-
nick, and Deena Nicole Cortese 
— in 2012, its legacy continues. 

After a four-year stint, the 

language, tone, and culture 
of the “Jersey Shore” gave us 
a whole new vocabulary and 
perspective on Generation Y. 
The show provided new vo-

cabs still used today on Twit-
ter feeds across the universe 
that includes words such as 
“Grenade,” “Meatball” (not 
at all what you think), “GTL” 
(gym, tan, laundry), and 
of course the ever-popular 
“Smush,” which in hindsight 
was the primary reason there 
was a shore house.

The reality show also put 
Seaside Heights on the map. No 
longer just a mainstay for Staten 
Island teens getting away for 
the summer, but now the whole 
world had a glimpse into the 
summer fun at the shore. 

The two most notable suc-
cess stories:

fame into spin-offs — DIY 
reality show “Shore Flip,” 
books, and various speaking 
engagements — she is now the 
mother of two and married to 
sweetheart Jionni LaValle, 

and has a net worth of about 
$4 million.

starred in additional shows 
including “Worst Cooks in 
America” — penned a book, 
is married to Roger Mathews, 
and has two children. She in-
vested in various product lines 
and has a net worth of about $3 
million. Not bad for two girls 
without fancy advanced col-
lege degrees.

The rest of the cast has had 
its ups and downs:

-
rentino hit a few lows since 
the show ended, including a 
stint or two in rehab, as well 
as tax fraud charges. 

-
ality show roller coaster, still 
spins a disc or two, and has re-
leased two singles off debut al-
bum “Back to Love.”

appeared in a few TV spots 
and is otherwise living life 
along with dating Sammi 
“Sweetheart.” According to 
an article dated March 14, the 
pair are together again.

Guadagnino is living the Is-
land life on The Rock, has co-
authored a book, and contin-
ues making appearances here 
and there.

-
peared in another reality 
show and released a single.

Cortese — other than being on 
the show and getting engaged 
this past year to boyfriend 
Christopher Buckner — has 
faded like last year’s tan. 

Not for Nuthin™ but happy 
anniversary “Jersey Shore” — 
thanks for the fun.

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’
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  Councilman 

offers 

FREE ENTITLEMENT SERVICES 
in conjunction with 

SHOREFRONT JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Assistance with… 

� Medicaid 
� Medicare 
� SSI 
� HEAP 
� IT214 
� SCRIE/DRIE 
� Emergency Assistance 
� Holocaust Reparations 
� Food Stamps 
� Public Assistance  

� Public Housing Applications 
� Benefits 
� Meals on Wheels 
� Job Placement & Counseling 
� Emergency Repairs 
� Immigration Services 
� MTA Reduced Fare 
� Legal Assistance 
� Case Management 
� Mental Health Referral 

and other programs 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: CALL 718-368-9176 
2401 Avenue U (corner of Avenue U & East 24th Street) 
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ut of the depths of a scary 
stock market crash in 
1987 emerged a salmon-

colored weekly newspaper, 
The New York Observer, that 
animated and chronicled New 
York’s halls of power for al-
most three decades until its 
sad death last month.

It would probably be un-
fair to say that the Observer is 
the first media casualty of the 
Trump era, but you wouldn’t 
be that far off — the print edi-
tion of The Observer, owned by 
President-elect Trump’s son-in-
law, Jared Kushner, was closed 
the same week as the stunning 
presidential victory.

I have marveled at the 
small but influential newspa-
per’s arc for the last 30 years 
from a unique vantage point 
— first as an editorial compet-
itor, then as someone who The 
Observer tried to hire, then as 
a publishing competitor and 
also as someone who bid to 
buy it in 2006 when Kushner 
bested my company’s offer by 
quite a few million dollars.

The Observer’s death has 
not received nearly enough ink 
(or pixels) this past month. The 
weekly had outsize influence 
despite its limited circulation 

of 50,000: elected leaders, Wall 
Street titans, media moguls, 
East Side socialites, and others 
who were part of the Manhat-
tan elite cared deeply about its 
contents each week. 

An all-star team of media 
talent graced its staff box over 
the years: Graydon Carter 
(Vanity Fair), Susan Morri-
son (The New Yorker) and the 

late great tweedy editor Peter 
Kaplan steered The Observer 
through the thicket of BS and 
self-importance that litters the 
streets of Manhattan.

The gossipy weekly also 
boasted an impressive stream 
of columnists including: Can-
dace Bushnell (Sex and the 
City), Jack Newfield, Joe Co-
nason, Terry Golway, Mi-
chael Thomas, Jim Ledbetter, 
and Michael Tomasky. These 
smart and punchy pundits 
made the weekly a must-read 
for more than two decades 
and each of them eventually 
moved on to make their mark 
in larger media ponds.

I recall my first visit to the 
Observer’s cramped offices in 
an E. 60s brownstone in 1990. 
The founding editors, John Si-
cher and Ken Paul, two of the 
most serious and ethical jour-
nalists I’ve met, wanted to see 
if I’d like to join the staff as 
a weekly media columnist, a 
dream job that to this day I la-
ment turning down. A few years 
later, when I had crossed over to 
the business side of publishing, 
founding owner Arthur Carter 
offered me the publisher role 
and once again, I demurred be-
cause I thought that this media 

gem could perish any day.
Arthur Carter was a fas-

cinating New York personal-
ity who is the last of a dying 
breed: a multimillionaire who 
was willing to finance great 
journalism at his own ex-
pense. The Observer was ru-
mored to be losing at least $2 
million a year and yet, Carter 
kept on feeding his journalism 
machine so that it could pro-
duce some of the best stories 
by some of the best journalists 
in the hyper-competitive me-
dia capital of the world.

Someone once said to me 
that The Observer was “Ar-
thur Carter’s gift to New York,” 
and that sounds right because 
he lost more than $40 million 
during a 20-year period in his 
quest to ensure that his weekly 
was a key player in the New 
York media landscape. 

But even mega millionaires 
have their limit: in 2006, Ar-
thur Carter sought a buyer for 
The Observer and after I tried 
to pry this media gem loose 
for about $1 million, another, 
much more deep-pocketed 
buyer emerged: then-25-year-
old Kushner, from a New Jer-
sey family that had recently 
suffered some legal problems. 

The last decade of The Ob-
server coincided with the 
most turbulent period ever 
for media. The print publica-
tion repeatedly morphed into 
different formats (broadsheet 
to tabloid, pink to white) and 
its website became a more na-
tional platform for real estate, 
politics, technology, and soci-
ety coverage. Until last month, 
the print publication hung on 
for dear life as dailies around 
the country bled red ink and 
shrank their newsrooms. 

And on Nov. 11, three days af-
ter the owner’s father-in-law be-
came the leader of the free world, 
came the inevitable news: The 
New York Observer would be-
come a digital-only publication.

As the publisher of a weekly 
magazine about New York poli-
tics (and a columnist for a chain 
of weeklies in the boroughs), I 
am still a big fan of print jour-
nalism. There’s nothing like 
curling up with a newspaper 
or magazine and reading some 
of your favorite writers.

Unfortunately, the once-
great New York Observer will 
no longer land in my mailbox 
every Thursday. 

Tom Allon is president of 
City & State NY.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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HARBOR WATCH
Is it a plane? A star? No, it’s 
Santa, and it’s that time of 
year, when the North Ameri-
can Aerospace Defense Com-
mand is tracking Santa’s yule-
tide journey. 

For the 61st year in a row, 
NORAD will be making sure 
that the jolly old elf makes all 
his stops from his North Pole 
wonderland to all little boys 
and girls all over the world. 

Parents can check out what 
is happening in the village at 
www.noradsanta.org, which 
includes a holiday count-
down, games, activities, and 
more. The website is available 
in eight languages: English, 
French, Spanish, German, 
Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, 
and Chinese.

Offi cial NORAD Tracks 
Santa apps are also available 
in the Windows, Apple, and 
Google Play stores, so parents 
and children can countdown 
the days until Santa’s launch 
on their smartphones and tab-
lets! Tracking opportunities 
are also offered on Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube, Instagram 
and Google+. Santa followers 
just need to type “@norad-
santa” into each search en-
gine to get started. 

Starting at 2:01 am on Dec. 
24, website visitors can watch 

Santa make preparations for 
his fl ight. NORAD’s “Santa 
Cams” will stream videos on 
the website as Santa makes his 
way over various locations. 
Then, at 6 am, trackers world-
wide can speak with a live 
phone operator to inquire as to 
Santa’s whereabouts by dial-
ing the toll-free number 1-(877) 
Hi–NORAD [1-(877) 446–6723] 
or by sending an email to no-
radtrackssanta@outlook.com. 
Any time on Dec. 24, Windows 
Phone users can ask Cortana 
for Santa’s location, and On-
Star subscribers can press the 
OnStar button in their vehi-
cles to locate Santa. 

NORAD Tracks Santa is 
truly a global experience, de-
lighting generations of fami-
lies everywhere. This is due, 
in large part, to the efforts and 
services of numerous program 
contributors. 

It all started in 1955, when 
a local media advertisement 
directed children to call Santa 
directly — only the number 
was misprinted. Instead of 
reaching Santa, the phone 
rang through to the Crew Com-
mander on duty at the Conti-
nental Air Defense Command 
Operations Center. Thus be-
gan the tradition, which NO-
RAD carried on since it was 
created in 1958.

HARBOR WATCH
It looked like a scene from a 
science fi ction thriller in the 
Bronx on Nov. 19, as 90 New 
York Army National Guard 
soldiers and eight New York 
police offi cers in chemical 
suits deployed high-tech detec-
tion equipment and wheeled 
victims on gurneys into a de-
contamination station.

Soldiers from the 222nd 
Chemical Company sharp-
ened their skills and ex-
changed lessons learned with 
offi cers from the New York 
Police Department’s Chemi-
cal, Ordnance, Biological and 
Radiological Awareness (CO-
BRA) training team during a 
day-long exercise at the police 
department’s tactical training 
village on Rodman’s Neck.

Fifty cadets at the New 
York City Police academy 
played victim as the soldiers 
and police offi cers practiced 
their ability to locate victims 
of a chemical attack and de-
contaminate them effi ciently.

“The objective was to con-
duct a joint exercise with ci-
vilians, domestic forces and 
the Army, and work to un-
derstand each other’s tech-
niques,” said Capt. Lawanda 
Billings, commander of the 
222nd Chemical Co.

“If we do have to respond 
to any type of hazardous ma-
terial or [chemical] attack, 
we’ll know what they provide 
and they’ll know what we can 
do,” she said.

The 222nd is the decon-
tamination component of the 
Homeland Response Force 
charged with responding to 
incidents in the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agencies 
Region II, which includes New 
York and New Jersey.

The company trains reg-
ularly on that skill with 
other military units and has 
worked with fi rst responders 
in upstate New York and New 
Jersey, Billings said. This ex-
ercise was a chance to work 
with the New York City police 

offi cers who train other cops 
on how to cope with chemical 
and biological and hazardous 
materials incidents.

For Police Offi cer Saman-
tha Sonnett, a member of the 
COBRA training unit, being 
able to see the 222nd in action 
helped her understand how 
the Guard’s capabilities can 
mesh with those of the police 
department.

“We wanted to see a mass 
casualty set up,” Sonnett said. 
“If we have a major event 
where you have hundreds or 
thousands of victims, we need 
to get those people cleaned 
off and to medical attention 
as fast as we can. We don’t do 
anything like that within our 
department.”

The 54-acre facility on 

Rodman’s Neck is the New 
York Police Department’s 
main tactical training facil-
ity. The facility houses a typ-
ical city block and an urban 
landscape used for tactical 
training exercises as well as a 
fi ring range.

The New York National 
Guard’s 1st Battalion 69th In-
fantry has also conducted tac-
tical training at the facility.

“One of the things that 
stood out to [the police team] 
is how we track and moni-
tor casualties,” Billings said. 
“Whether that’s how many 
casualties came through, or 
if we need a refuel in suits or 
not. On a large scale it was an 
eye opener on the amount of 
things we have to track on a 

EMERGENCY DRILL: A New York Army National Guard soldier of the 
222nd Chemical Company based at Fort Hamilton Garrison, right, con-
ducts a simulated de-contamination with a member of the New York Po-
lice Department Chemical, Ordnance, Biological, and Radiological Aware-
ness unit in the Bronx on Nov. 19.  Sgt. Harley Jelis

SANTA IS READY FOR TAKE OFF: Senior Airman Kyle Hesse and Se-
nior Airman Phillip Gentile of the New York Air National Guard take 
part in Santa Tracking Training at the Eastern Air Defense Sector.  
 Tim Jones

Ho, ho, ho: NORAD 
& Santa go, go, go

Continued on page 53

Chemical attack 101
Ft. Ham Guard get the game on in the Bronx
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HARBOR WATCH
First Lady Michelle Obama 
hosted nearly 200 service mem-
bers, spouses, children, vet-
erans, and wounded warriors 
at this year’s annual White 
House holiday décor preview 
as part of a Joining Forces ini-
tiative celebration.

“For the past eight years, 
celebrating the holidays and 
having you all be the fi rst 
that see the decorations … 
has been one of our favorite 
White House traditions,” the 
fi rst lady said. “It reminds us 
that between all the shopping 
lists and the travel plans and 
all those big meals, we cannot 
forget what the holidays are 
really about, and you all help 
us.”

Military families remind 
Americans of what matters, 
Obama told to the audience in 
the East Room. 

“Even as you serve this 
country in uniform, or you 

hold everything together here 
at home as a military spouse, 
or you prepare to attend an-
other new school as a military 
kid … you all still fi nd time to 
contribute even more to your 
communities and to this coun-
try.”

The fi rst lady said military 
families “do it all,” from vol-
unteering at local food banks, 
coaching their kids’ sports 
teams on the weekends, to 
even cutting the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday short to volunteer 
at the White House to decorate 
it for the holidays.  

“The commitment to serve 
others [is] what the holidays 
are truly about and that’s 
what we honor with our holi-
day decorations every year 
at the White House,” the fi rst 
lady said. “And as usual, we’re 
going to be celebrating our 
country’s greatest gifts with 
special decorations celebrat-
ing our military families.

The fi rst lady pointed out 
a military-themed Christmas 
tree and fl ag, comprising pic-
tures of military families she 
and President Obama have 
visited around the world over 
the past eight years.

“The tree is hung with gold 
ornaments honoring Ameri-
ca’s greatest heroes, the men 
and women who have given 
their lives for our country,” 
she said, noting that an elec-
tronic tablet is affi xed to the 
display for visitors to send 
holiday wishes to U.S. service 
members.

“To all the military fami-
lies, those of you who are here 
today and all those around the 
world, I want to once again 
honor you for your service and 
your sacrifi ce and your love of 
this nation,” the fi rst lady said. 
“It’s a lot that my family and I 
share along with you. It has 
been such a complete pleasure 
to support you in this time.”

MERRY CHRISTMAS: First Lady Michelle Obama speaks to military families in the White House East Room dur-
ing the eighth annual military family preview of White House Holiday decor on Nov. 29.  Terri Moon Cronk

A White House Xmas
First Lady Michelle greets soldiers, families

First women Armor 
offi cers graduate

HARBOR WATCH
Capping off 19 weeks of in-
tense training on tank pla-
toon weapon systems, com-
bined arms maneuver and 
security tactics, 65 offi cers, 
including the fi rst 13 women, 
graduated on Dec. 1 from the 
Army Armor Basic Offi cer 
Leader Course.

“Today’s gender-inte-
grated graduation represents 
an important personal and 
organizational milestone,” 
said Brig. Gen. John Kolas-
heski, chief of Armor and 
Armor School commandant. 
“[But] it also demonstrates 
our unwavering commit-
ment to train and educate the 
right soldiers for the right 
job so they and their organi-
zation can fi ght and win any-
time, anywhere, and under 
any conditions of battle.”

The 95-day course pre-
pared young Armor offi cers 
to lead a mounted platoon by 
ensuring they are physically 
fi t, mentally agile, technically 
and tactically profi cient, and 
capable of directing the deci-
sive operations of a combined 
arms team.

“I am proud to be an Ar-
mor offi cer and I am grateful 
to have had the opportunity 
to earn my place in an Ar-
mor community that values 
equality and fairness,” said 
one of the fi rst woman gradu-
ates of the course.

“This experience has 
made it plain to me that a 
more integrated Army is a 
more talented Army, and a 
more talented Army is a more 
ready Army,” said a graduate 
and future scout.

During the training, the 
students received the founda-
tion needed to plan offense, 
defense, and reconnaissance 
and security operations. 
The fi rst phase of the course 

ended with a week of marks-
manship focused on the M4 
rifl e and M9 pistol.

“We are professional, 
competent Armor offi cers 
who are prepared to lead 
platoons in a talented, inte-
grated Army,” said one male 
graduate and future tanker.

The offi cers conducted 
training on the Abrams 
M1A2 Tank and the Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle, learning 
the technical aspects and the 
weapon systems. Students 
also demonstrated their 
skills through a gunnery 
skills test and through other 
simulations.

The soldiers then con-
ducted an Abrams and Brad-
ley live fi re exercise and 
ended the training phase 
in the close combat tactical 
trainer, where they ran sim-
ulated tank platoon missions 
in preparation for mounted 
maneuver training.

“I am an armor offi cer 
who recognizes that equal-
ity makes us stronger, diver-
sity makes us better and tal-
ent knows no gender,” said 
another graduate and future 
scout.

After completing a Com-
petitive Maneuver Exercise, 
the course closed with a 
four-day combined competi-
tive maneuver exercise that 
tested the offi cers on all as-
pects of leading a mounted 
platoon.

“Now more than ever 
you’ll fi nd an Army that val-
ues small unit leaders like 
the ones you’re about to be-
come,” said retired Lt. Gen. 
Guy C. Swan III, former 
commanding general, Army 
North/Fifth Army, and key-
note speaker for the gradua-
tion.

“You’re well trained, well 
prepared and ready to do it.”

NEW GRADS: Thirteen women graduated to Armor offi cers from the 
Armor Basic Offi cer Leader Course at Fort Benning, Ga., on Dec. 1 
 U.S. Army 

company level.”
For the 222nd this training 

event provided another oppor-
tunity to exercise the unit’s 
new soldiers.

“It’s totally new for our sol-
diers out of basic training,” 
Billings explained.

Training with the Home-
land Response Force and 
working in a joint military 
and civilian environment has 
taught the 222nd soldiers de-
contamination techniques 
that aren’t taught chemical 
soldiers in training, Billings 
said.

“Working with some of 
the equipment that we have 
that is different — that’s not 

something they would have 
learned in their job school,” 
Billing added.

Training with the New 
York City police offi cers was 
a great opportunity for her 
troops, Billings said.

“This is the fi rst time 
something like this has been 
done and something we look 
forward to building upon it in 
the future,” she said.

ATTACK 101
Continued from page 54 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

They waived their right to 
remain silent!

Community members and 
elected officials praised lo-
cal law enforcement heroes 
during the 11th annual Po-
lice Appreciation Luncheon: 
Honoring Our Everyday He-
roes at Cats on the Bay in 
Sheepshead Bay on Dec. 2. 

The event — hosted by the Be 
Proud Foundation — honored 
those in blue from various 
precincts in Southern Brook-
lyn and the department head-
quarters in Manhattan, and 
the love was well-received, 
said one community affairs 
officer.

“It was great to be hon-

ored, and it was a fun event,” 
said Police Officer Danny 
Chiu from the 61st Precinct.

Locals performed for New 
York’s Finest, including a 
musical duo who gave a mov-
ing rendition of some patri-
otic tunes, said foundation 
founder Raisa Chernina.

“It was great. A 9-year-old, 

she sang ‘God Bless America,’ 
and the older lady — she won 
the grandmother competi-
tion — she played violin,” 
Chernina said referring to 
the foundation’s annual talent 
show for ladies of a certain 
age.

The luncheon also served 
appreciation cakes with 

“Thank you NYPD!” in ic-
ing on them for the men and 
women in blue — but the of-
ficers exercised some self-
control and brought the cake 
back to the precinct to share 
with everyone, said Chiu.

“We brought it back to the 
precinct so everyone could 
enjoy,” he said. 

Be Proud Foundation salutes those men and women 
in blue with annual Police Appreciation Luncheon
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By Julianne Cuba

Soup’s on display!
A Park Slope gallery is showcasing 

community and home-cooked meals 
during the holiday season. The Open Source 
Gallery offers free food and a different 
art display every night in December for 
its annual Soup Kitchen event, in which a 
volunteer artist prepares a one-pot meal for 
about 20 people and displays their art for 
the night. The event is designed to bring 
artists and community members together 
for a meal and robust conversation, said the 
gallery’s founder. 

“I really wanted it to be a space where 
everybody feels welcome and feels like they 
are part of it and involved and have some-
thing to say,” said Monika Wuhrer, who 
lives in Park Slope. 

Open Source has hosted the open kitchen 
every December since its founding in 2008. 
Over the years, the volunteers have present-
ed a wide range of art, including sculptures, 
videos, music, and comedic sketches — and 
each one brings something unique to the 
table, said Wuhrer.

“Everybody can use the space in a differ-
ent way, and every time you have a different 
host, you have a very different atmosphere 
— and I think that’s beautiful,” she said.

The evenings offer space to everyone, 
including seasoned professionals showing 
their latest work, amateur artists who want 
to test something new, or the Girl Scout 
troupe who cooked for the gallery on Dec. 2. 
The door is open to anyone who signs up and 
prepares a meal, said the gallery’s director. 

“We wanted this event to make the 

community feel welcome,” said Shauna 
Sorensen. “The walls are empty so people 
are welcome to hang a show however they 
want. We have a projector to show their film 
or whatever. It’s totally up to them.”

The annual event draws an audience 
of regulars, said Sorensen, mostly local 
residents, friends of artists, and one or two 
homeless people. 

“It’s a lot of community members and 
residents in the neighborhood who come 
year after year,” she said. “We do some 
outreach to homeless shelters and soup 
kitchens.”

One Park Slope resident who has cooked 
for the Open Source Soup Kitchen about a 
dozen times said that the communal nights 
are a fun way to bring people together for the 
holidays — whether they come for the food 

or the art — and that Wuhrer does a great 
way of making everyone feel welcome. 

“She makes it a center for everyone to 
go and it’s very inclusive,” said Lilly White. 
“It’s about hanging out, just eating and talk-
ing to people.”

White, a member of the gallery’s board 
of directors, is a saxophonist, but has also 
presented some of her video art during pre-
vious Soup Kitchen sessions. She plans to 
cook and present work with a friend again 
this year, on Dec. 18. 

A few nights this month are still open for 
 anyone who wants to step up to the bowl .

Soup Kitchen at Open Source Gallery 
[306 17th St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, (646) 279–3969, 
www.open-source-gallery.org]. Daily in 
December at 7 pm. Free. 

Park Slope gallery showcases free food
Art of the meal

Girl Scout scoop: Girl Scout Lily 
Monaco and her troupe served 
soup at the Open Source Gallery 
on Dec. 2.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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By Alexandra Simon

These old sweet songs keep 
Georgia — and Ukraine — 
on her mind.

A Ukrainian soprano will host 
a concert of traditional songs from 
Ukraine and Georgia in Sheepshead 
Bay on Dec. 11, celebrating the 
friendship between the two former 
Soviet countries and the 25th anni-
versary of their independence. And 
with Russian military currently sta-
tioned within Ukraine and Georgia, 
the binational concert celebration 
could not be more timely, she said.

“This is a big year for Ukraine 
and Georgia, not only because we’re 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of 
our independence from Russia, but 
also because Ukraine is undergoing 
a similar situation that Georgia went 
through a few years ago,” said Olga 
Lisovska. “Georgia and Ukraine 
go out of their way to support each 
other, and Georgians are singing 
Ukrainian songs, completely sup-
porting Ukraine constantly, and it’s 
very touching for the Ukrainian 
people.”

The concert, which Lisovska will 
headline along with Georgian bari-
tone David Gvinianidze, will show-
case the similarities between the 
two countries. Though their native 
languages are completely distinct, 

the two countries have faced simi-
lar religious and political struggles, 
said Lisovska, which have brought 
the nations closer together. 

“We bring together these two 

By Bill Kopp

They’re strutting their stuff!
British rockers the Struts 

will bring their arena-sized 
sound to the cozy confines of 
Warsaw in Greenpoint next week-
end. The band’s over-the-top stage 
presence has often been compared 
to Queen, but lead singer Luke 
Spiller — who sounds quite a bit 
like Freddie Mercury — says the 
similarities are overblown.

“I take it in my stride,” said 
Spiller. “It’s really a lovely com-
pliment, but we are not heavily 

influenced by Queen. I’m influ-
enced by a lot of people, but I 
think because there is such a lack 
of real melodic and theatrical rock 
now, the first thing people jump to 
is Queen. It’s no surprise.”

Still, if the remaining mem-
bers of Queen, currently touring 
with American Idol winner Adam 
Lambert on vocals, called Spiller 
to offer him a singing gig, would 
he do it? 

“Yeah, of course,” Spiller 
laughs. “I’d be up for singing with 

Queen-sized shred

Country music: Georgian baritone David Gvinianidze and Ukrainian soprano Olga 
Lisovska will celebrate the friendship between the two nations in Sheepshead Bay 
on Dec. 11. Yelena Voroshilova

Songs for freedom
Concert celebrates independence from Soviets

All Spiller, no filler: The Struts frontman Luke Spiller, front, has come to terms 
with people comparing the band to Queen. Danny Clinch

By Caroline Spivack

Talk about a stacked deck!
A raunchy new card 

game created in Cobble Hill 
challenges players to predict which 
lewd and bizarre activities their 
friends might perform with a vari-
ety of pop culture figures, mythical 
creatures, and objects. The creators 
of the “Spank the Yeti” card game 
say they were inspired by the party 
game “f---, marry, kill,” but pushed 
to make the game as dirty as pos-
sible without being offensive. The 
game — now on shelves in eight 
Brooklyn stores — is not for the 
easily embarrassed, said one of its 
creators.

“It’s not for those who blush eas-
ily,” said Sara Farber, who designed 
the game with her husband Bryan 
Wilson. “We want people to chuck-
le the moment the cards are on the 
table. And I think it does a great job 
at bringing people together to cre-
ate lasting, fun memories. There is 
nothing better when someone tells 
us, ‘Oh I remember mud wrestling 
Madonna,’ and can’t stop laughing 
as they’re remembering the crazy 
time they had playing the game.” 

In each round of the risque game, 

one player — “the Yeti” — pairs up 
three action cards (verbs) with three 
object cards (people, creatures, and 
things), while the other players try 
to predict the Yeti’s answers. But 
instead of the traditional trio of 
having sexual relations, proposing 
marriage, or committing murder 
with various celebrities, the game 
suggests various wacky and some-
times filthy activities with a wide 
variety of subjects. 

Players might guess, for exam-

ple, that the Yeti would “tongue 
bathe” (action) “a coked-out uni-
corn” (object), “star in a buddy cop 
flick with” (action) “Jeff Goldblum” 
(object), and “f---------” (action) “a 
jar of expired mayonnaise” (object). 
The real fun comes from players 
explaining the logic behind their 
choices, said Wilson.

“I think it’s the reasoning that’s 
so hilarious,” he said. “Hearing 
people explain why they would 
make a skin suit out of Donald 
Trump, or shag on a shag rug, or 
milk Pocahontas — that’s where 
it gets really funny. The content 
is funny, but seeing what people 
do with it is where it gets even 
funnier.” 

The Cobble Hill couple have 
also invented the game “Schmovie” 
— a card game in which players 
invent funny movie titles, produced 
through their company  Galactic 
Sneeze . The company fuses their 
backgrounds: Wilson has worked in 
advertising and Farber has designed 
toys for major companies such as 
Fisher-Price, Sesame Workshop, 
and Mattel.

For “Spank the Yeti,” Farber 
and Wilson had to come up with 

200 action cards, sometimes 
inventing new terms such as 
“Dumpsterhump” and researching 
raunchy acts, including “Blumpkin” 
and “Cleveland steamer,” which are 
actions our readers should avoid 
looking up on the Internet. But the 
lurid acts aren’t just for s---- and 
giggles, said Wilson.

“We didn’t want it to be dirty for 

the sake of being dirty, we wanted 
to put our own twist on the ‘f---, 
marry, kill’ model,” he said. “And I 
think we hit the nail on the head.” 

“Spank the Yeti” is sold at  sev-
eral stores in Brooklyn , including 
Mama Says Comics Rock [306 
Court St. at Degraw Street in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 797–3464, 
www.mamasayscomics.com].

WILD CARDS

Naughty creation: Cobble Hill couple 
Sarah Farber and Bryan Wilson created  
“Spank the Yeti,” in which players pre-
dict which lewd acts their friends might 
commit with celebrities and mythical 
creatures. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Brooklynites make game of naughty fun

Game on!: This big-footed fellow is looking forward to a raunchy round of the card 
game “Spank the Yeti,” now for sale in Brooklyn stores. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on page 62 Continued on page 62
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We are on Delivery.com, seamless.com & grubhub.com

717 Kings Highway, 
Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 998-3750
Visit our website @ 

www.miragediner.com

Full Bar
on 

Premises

MIRAGE DINNER SPECIALS
NOT AVAILABLE FOR TAKEOUT

INCLUDES:
Soup Or Salad, Stuffed Cabbage, Chicken Liver,

Baked Clams, Stuffed Mushrooms, Chicken Fingers Or Buffalo Wings
Entree, Potato, Vegetable & Dessert (Cheesecake or Yogurt 1.50 Extra)

Cole Slaw, Pickles, Macaroni Salad Or Chick Peas
Assorted Bread Basket & Butter

$22.95
FISH & SEAFOOD

New! BROILED NORWEGIAN SALMON, Lightly Blackened
TILAPIA, Broiled & Seasoned

            RED SNAPPER, Broiled with Olive Oil & Lemon Sauce
                           ORANGE ROUGHY, Broiled, Cajun Style
                              BABY BLUE FISH, Broiled & Seasoned

BROILED STUFFED FILET,
with Crabmeat or Spinach & Feta (1 piece)

SEAFOOD AU GRATIN, Served over a Bed of Rice
STUFFED MUSHROOMS & STUFFED CLAMS, 

Served over a Bed of Rice or Potato & Vegetable
New! CHARCOAL BROILED TUNA STEAK, 

Served over Brown Rice,Topped with Onions & Mushrooms

POULTRY BEEF

PRIME FILET MIGNON (10 oz.), Served with Mushroom Caps & Onion Rings
BROILED CHOPPED STEAK, Served with Mushrooms & Onions

SAUTÉED CALVES LIVER, with Onions and/or Bacon
BROILED SIRLOIN STEAK (14 oz.), Broiled to Your Liking

CHICKEN PARMIGIANA, Served with Linguine or Fettuccini Alfredo
BROILED HALF CHICKEN, GREEK STYLE, 

Topped with Lemon, Oregano & Garlic
SAUTÉED CHICKEN SCAMPI, 

Served with Linguine or Potato & Vegetable
B.B.Q. CHICKEN & RIBS, 

Made on the Charcoal
BROILED SINGLE VEAL CHOP, 

Topped with Peppers & Onions
VEAL SORRENTINO, Topped with Fresh Tomato Sauce & Mozzarella Cheese

VEAL PARMIGIANA, Served with Linguine or Fettuccini Alfredo

PASTA SPECIALS

PENNE VODKA or PENNE with SUN-DRIED TOMATOES & BROCCOLI
ANGEL HAIR PRIMAVERA, with Broccoli, Carrots, Zucchini, Caulifl ower, 

Olive Oil & Garlic
BAKED ZITI, with a Fresh Tomato Sauce, Topped with Mozzarella

PENNE A LA MIRAGE, with Chicken Sausage & Broccoli
FETTUCCINE ALFREDO, with Nova Lox & Green Peas

  Free  Delivery 
Daily: 9AM-10PMNOW SERVING

OUR NEW FALL
MENU

Booking Holiday Parties Now

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

 
 

Sunday hours are 2-8 Closed Monday 

A New Comedy
Written by & Starring

Directed by

Mark Waldrop 

Monica 
Piper

A A NeNew w CoComemedydy
WrWrititteten n byby & & S Statarrrriningg

MonicaMonica

“HILARIOUS & MOVING.
Monica lands line after funny line.”  —Jewish Week

Tradition is a funny thing...

MM

WW

Photo by Carol Rosegg

“GO SEE THIS SHOW.” 
—��sie ������e��

TELECHARGE.COM • 212.239.6200 • GROUPS (10+) • 212.889.4300 
NEW WORLD STAGES 340 W. 50th St.  NotThatJewish.com  
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Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Prince of Cats” by Ronald Wimberly

Recently re-released 
by Image Comics, Ron 
Wimberly’s “Prince of Cats” 
is: a graphic novel version 
of Shakespeare set in 1980s 
Brooklyn; a ninja opera 
in iambic pentameter; the 
hip-hop B-side of “Romeo 
and Juliet” with Tybalt as 
its center; epic in scope, 
raucous in word, tender 
in palette, a love story 
that ruptures into pet-
als and guts. Wimberly captures a 
feeling in this book: being on top of the Wonder Wheel 
and seeing Coney Island and all of Brooklyn laid out 
before you, holding your breath, and letting go.

— Stephanie Bartolome, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.green-
lightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “Scrappy Little Nobody” 
by Anna Kendrick

If you love the sparkling 
personality and wit of ador-
able “Pitch Perfect” actress 
Anna Kendrick, then this 
is the book for you. Part 
show-biz memoir, part per-
sonal diary entry, this is a 
quirky, entertaining, and 
highly enjoyable book. 
I had a giant smile on 
my face the entire time 
I was reading “Scrappy 
Little Nobody.”

— Christopher Perez, 
Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Giovanni’s Room” by James Baldwin

Since November’s night-
mare, finding the right read 
has been something of a 
challenge, but the solu-
tion for this reader has 
been gay ex-pat fiction. 
The Black Lives Matter 
era has given James 
Baldwin something of 
a recent renaissance, 
and his small wonder, 
“Giovanni’s Room,” 
is a supple, beautiful 
book about a Parisian 
love affair, complete 
with long, drunken nights, a scandal, 
and murder. But it is Baldwin’s brilliant rendering of a 
closeted gay man’s interior life that pushes this small 
novel into the sublime.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Adam Ullian

They are friends with privileges.
The comedy show “Brown 

Privilege,” hosted by comedian 
Saurin Choksi and DJ Sareen Patel, 
thrives on the synergy between its 
co-hosts, who grew up together in 
Texas. The show, which happens on 
the third Tuesday of every month, has 
brought some notable names over the 
last 12 months to Friends and Lovers 
in Crown Heights, making a point 
to showcase comedians of color. We 
chatted with the hosts about their tag-
team approach to creating an intimate 
setting for diversity and laughter.

What’s the experience of sharing 
the stage with a DJ?

Saurin Choksi: I think it’s really 
fun because we’ve known each other 
so long. At the top of the show either 
we’ll riff on things together or he 
might chime in or throw in sound 
effects to punch up certain jokes. We 
have a shared background with our 
family and our parents, so sometimes 
we’re just casually talking about 
what’s going on in their lives. Having 
him as a DJ is what gives the show its 
personality.

Sareen Patel: The thing we always 
say is he’s like Letterman and I’m like 
Paul Shaffer on the side.

What’s the meaning of “Brown 
Privilege?”

SP: I thought of the name for a 
music album I put out a couple of years 
ago. First it was just a name, trying to be 
funny and provocative and catchy all at 
the same time without it being too “in 

your face.” [It was] just kind of a play-
ful jab. After that it became more of an 
umbrella for our whole vibe.

What is that vibe?
SC: I think it’s representative of the 

neighborhood and a lot of the discus-
sions that are going on right now in our 
culture as far as inclusiveness, diver-
sity, and representation. It should be 
fun and funny, and that’s the number 
one priority. [The show] is inherently 
diverse, and I don’t know how much 
people have to talk about that, but they 
are [diverse] because of who they are.

Have there been any outlandish 
sets?

SC: We had Dylan Marron on the 
show and he had a set that required 

everyone to get up off their chairs, 
move their chairs to the side, and dance 
the hokey-pokey with their phones. 
The audience was really on board to 
just go along with it. It’s exciting and 
fun to see guys like Roy Wood, Jr. 
or Liza Treyger come and just close 
out the show and just be hitting it so 
hard and seeing the audience react-
ing to that in the moment. It’s cool to 
see people who perform at big clubs 
or theaters in this smaller room, just 
crushing it.

“Brown Privilege” at Friends and 
Lovers [641 Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacific streets in Crown Heights, 
(917) 979–3060, www.fnlbk.com]. Next 
show Dec. 20 at 8 pm. Free.

By Caroline Spivack

Bay Ridge is overflowing with 
Christmas cheer! 

This weekend, enjoy some 
holiday workshops, fairs, and concerts. 
And if your holiday requires a boozy 
bash, the Ridge is also swimming in 
holiday spirits!

Kick off your weekend extravagan-
za on Saturday with the Fifth Avenue 
Business Improvement District’s annual 
holiday celebration on the corner of Bay 
Ridge Parkway and Fifth Avenue 
from noon to 4 pm. Santa and his elves 
will conduct trolley rides along Fifth 
Avenue, and the celebration will con-
clude with a Christmas tree lighting 
that will put your pine to shame. 

The same day, cyclists can help 
ensure they don’t get run over by 
a reindeer with a holiday workshop 
at Brooklyn Stitchery (458 87th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth Avenues) at 3 
pm. Instead of lighting up a Christmas 
tree, light up yourself (or a loved one) 
by sewing reflective patches into your 
favorite outerwear. Tickets are a steep 

$50, but the stitchery provides equip-
ment, material, and instruction, and 
the glowing garments will make great 
gifts for anyone who commutes at 
night, like those of us at Bay Ridge 
Nights. Hint, hint. 

Then put those patches to work as 
you ride over to Red, White, and Brew 

(8910 Fifth Ave. between 89th and 
90th streets) for a party with Rolling 
Stones tribute band Sha-Doobie. Show 
off your moves like Jagger at this rock 
’n’ roll Christmas bash from 4 pm to 8 
pm. You can hit the holiday sauce hard 
with the $40 all-you-can-drink beer, 
wine, and well drink special.

Once you’ve slept off your wild 
night, ease into a wholesome Sunday at 
the Saint Anselm Catholic Academy 
(365 83rd St. at Fourth Avenue). At its 
Winter Wonderland Festival, you can 
peruse local wares in the Christmas 
boutique, gawk at a 25-foot tree, and 
snap some selfies with Santa. The fair 
runs from 11 am to 5 pm. Admission 
price is $5. 

Wrap up your holiday weekend 
with an interactive concert at the 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
(7420 Fourth Ave. between at Bay 
Ridge Parkway), where the Children’s 
Chorus of Bay Ridge will serenade 
locals with seasonal tunes. After the 
show, kids can get their faces painted 
like Santa’s elves.

’Tis the season to rock the Ridge

DOUBLE TALKERS

Two can play at this show: Comedian Saurin Choksi, left, and DJ Sareen Patel host the 
monthly “Brown Privilege” comedy show in Crown Heights.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Friends team up to host Crown Heights comedy
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, DEC 9
MUSIC, HOLIDAY IN 

BROOKLYN: With 
James Taylor, Jimmy 
Buffet, and Sarah 
McLachlan. $65–$130. 
8 pm.

SUN, DEC 11
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS WINTER FES-
TIVAL: St. Johns vs LIU 
Brooklyn and Kentucky 
vs Hofstra. $39–$99. 
Noon and 3 pm.

MON, DEC 12
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 

2016 SPORTSPERSON 
OF THE YEAR: $1,500. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, DEC 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
Star Wars beanie give-
away. $15–$250. 7 pm.

WED, DEC 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS LOS ANGE-
LES LAKERS: $39–
$1,500. 7:30 pm.

THU, DEC 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS CHI-
CAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
$20–$350. 7:30 pm.

SUN, DEC 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS OT-
TAWA SENATORS: Ugly 
holiday t-shirt giveaway. 
$15–$95. 7:30 pm.

SUN, DEC 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS CHI-
CAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
$20–$175. 7 pm.

WED, DEC 21
SPORTS, LIU BROOKLYN 

VS UNIVERSITY OF 
MARYLAND (WOMEN) 
AND LIU BROOKLYN 

VS  NIAGARA: $15. 
7:30 pm.

THU, DEC 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS GOLDEN 
STATE WARRIORS: 
$75–$450. 7:30 pm.

FRI, DEC 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS BUFFALO 
SABRES: Ralph Macchio 
bobblehead giveaway. 
$20–$175. 7 pm.

MON, DEC 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: Scarf give-
away. $1,500. 7:30 pm.

TUE, DEC 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$45–$295. 7 pm.

WED, DEC 28
“SPORTS”, WWE LIVE 

HOLIDAY TOUR: $25–
$120. 7:30 pm.

MON, JAN 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS UTAH JAZZ: 
$22–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CLEVELAND 
CAVALIERS: $75–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JAN 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $20–
$3,000. Noon.

TUE, JAN 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS ATLANTA 
HAWKS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

NUT”: A cheeky gender-
bent homage to “The Nut-
cracker,” set in the swing-
ing ’70s. $25–$125. 2 pm 
and 7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

DANCE, DANCEWAVE’S 
HOLIDAY FIESTA: Dance-
wave students perform the 
“Nutcracker Suite.” $12. 3 
pm and 5 pm. PS133 [610 
Baltic St. at Fourth Avenue) 
in Park Slope, (917) 522–
4696], dancewave.org. 

THEATER, VERDI’S “MAC-
BETH”: LoftOpera uses 
immersive video elements 
to explore the magic and 
horror of Shakespeare’s 
tragedy, inside the soon-
to-open Mast Chocolate 
Factory. $30. 8 pm. Mast 
Chocolate Factory (Brook-
lyn Navy Yard Building 
#128; Enter at Flushing 
Avenue and Cumberland 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.loftopera.com. 

MUSIC, ISSUE PROJECT 
ROOM YEAR END PARTY: 
With sound artists Id M 
Theft Able and Lea Ber-
tucci and trombonist Chris 
McIntyre. $5. 8 pm. Issue 
Project Room [22 Boerum 
Pl. at Livingston Street 
in Downtown, (718) 330–
0313], www.issueproject-
room.org. 

FUNDRAISER, LANDLADY 
HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR: 
Landlady and 10 other 
bands play a holiday show 
and raise cash for music 
education group We Make 
Noise. $15. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, DJ JAE TREVOR: 
Free. 11:59 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MARKET, F.A.D. HOLIDAY 
MARKET: This chic curated 
indie market showcases 
local handmade goods 
from indie artists. Free. 11 
am–6 pm. St. Paul’s Church 
Basement [190 Court St. 
between Congress and 
Warren streets in Cobble 
Hill, (917) 775–4636], www.
fadweekend.com. 

FAMILY, BREAKFAST WITH 
THE ANIMALS: Enjoy a 
light breakfast while sea 
lions and otters enjoy their 
own morning meals. $45. 
9:30 am–1:30 pm. New 
York Aquarium [602 Surf 
Ave. between W. Eighth 
and W. Fifth streets in 
Coney Island, (718) 265–
3448], www.nyaquarium.
com. 

SANTA ON FIFTH: Bring your 
little ones to visit Santa, sip 
come cocoa, take a photo, 
and get your hands into 
some arts & crafts! $10 
per family. 10 am–noon. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

MARKET, RENEGADE 
CRAFT FAIR BROOK-
LYN POP-UP: Check out 
handmade goodness from 
artisan makers, plus food, 
drink, music, and lots of 
seasonal festivities. free. 
11 am–6 pm. Industry City 
[233 37th St. between 

FRI, DEC. 9
ART, “DOWNTOWN 

BROOKLYN LEGENDS”: 
An exhibit of 21 artists 
who have rendered famous 
buildings and scenes in 
and around the Fulton 
Street Mall, including 
Gage & Tollner, the Dime 
Savings Back, and Junior’s. 
$10 ($6 seniors, students 
free). Noon–5 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

FUNDRAISER, ANNUAL 
OPEN SOURCE FUND-
RAISER: With food, drinks, 
a silent auction of artwork 
and special guests. $60. 
7–10 pm. Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(646) 279–3969], www.
open-source-gallery.org. 

MUSIC, GRACE CHORALE’S 
HOLIDAY CONCERT: A 
holiday choral celebra-
tion featuring works for 
brass and organ, including 
“O Magnum Mysterium” 
by Morten Lauridsen and 
“Christmas Cantata” by 
Daniel Pinkham. $15 ($12 
students and seniors). 7 
pm. Grace Church (254 
Hicks St. at Grace Court in 
Brooklyn Heights), www.
gracechorale.org. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: British theater 
troupe Cheek by Jowl 
presents Shakespeare’s 
tale of jealousy, madness, 
and magical transforma-
tion. $25–$100. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Harvey Theater [651 
Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, “THE MAGIC 
FLUTE”: Brooklyn College 
Opera Theatre presents 
Mozart’s masterpiece. $15. 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. between Hil-
lel Place and Avenue H in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenter.org. 

THEATER, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: Gelsey Kirk-
land Ballet offers a tradi-
tional take on the classic 
ballet. $20–$59. 7:30 pm. 
GK Arts Center [9 Jay St. 
between John and Plym-
outh streets in Dumbo, 
(212) 600–0047], www.
gkartscenter.org. 

FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
ABOUT HOLIDAY SPE-
CIALS: Comedian Kevin 
Maher and guests host 
a video variety show 
celebrating weird and 
wonderful holiday spe-
cials. $15. 7:30 pm. Alamo 
Drafthouse (445 Albee 
Square West between Wil-
loughby and Fulton streets 
in Downtown), www.draft-
house.com/nyc. 

DANCE, “THE BROOK-
LYN NUTCRACKER”: The 
Brooklyn Ballet adds a 
bit of hip-hop to the clas-
sic show, set in Brooklyn 
from the Dutch settlers to 
modern-day Flatbush Av-
enue. $25. 7:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

COMEDY, S--- SHOW: Ophira 
Eisenberg and Emily Flake 
host a night of comedi-

ans lamenting their lives 
as parents. With musical 
guest Eli Reed. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

“NUTCRACKER ROUGE!”: 
A sexy take on the classi-
cal ballet, featuring opera, 
circus, vaudeville, bur-
lesque and naughty fun. 
$35–$200. 8 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488–9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, “NO OFFICE 
HOLIDAY PARTY”: An 
offi ce holiday party for 
freelancers and the un-
employed, with live-band 
karaoke, a holiday photo 
booth, and sexy Santa. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “A FEW GOOD 
MEN”: Gallery Players 
presents the courtroom 
drama about the essence 
of the military and the Ma-
rine code of honor. $25. 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “THE MOST 
MISERABLE CHRISTMAS 
TREE”: Fun-fi lled family 
musical follows a Christ-
mas tree named Douglas 
Fir, who fi nds a new pur-
pose after being thrown in 
the trash. $25 ($20 seniors 
and students; $15 children 
under 12). 8 pm. Ft. Ham-
ilton Army Base Theater 
[Enter at 101st St. and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 482–3173], 
www.narrowscommuni-
tyTheater.com. 

MUSIC, CARLOS PAVAN : 
The Argentinian guitarist 
plays tango-infused jazz. 
$20. 8 pm. Brooklyn Soci-
ety for Ethical Culture [53 

Prospect Park West, be-
tween 20th Street in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 768–2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

MUSIC, STEVE GUNN: With 
Endless Boogie, 75 Dol-
lar Bill, and DJ Michael 
Slaboch. $15. 8:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

XMAS POP SING-ALONG: 
Drink spiked eggnog and 
sing along to pop rendi-
tions of Christmas carols. 
With free milk and cook-
ies, a bad holiday sweater 
contest, and photos with 
Santa. $10. 9:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 10
ICE SKATING: Lace up 

those skates and get slid-
ing across the ice. $6 ($9 
weekends: Skate rentals 
extra). 10 am to 9 pm. Le-
Frak Center at Lakeside 
[171 East Dr. at Ocean Ave-
nue in Prospect Park, (718) 
462–0010], www.lakeside-
brooklyn.com. 

THE AMAZING BROOKLYN 
HOLIDAY SCAVENGER 
HUNT: A series of clues 
will lead you around Park 
Slope, performing physi-
cal and mental challenges 
along the way. Download 
the ScanQuest app before 
joining. $39. 1:30 pm. Mc-
Mahon’s Public House (39 
Fifth Ave. between Dean 
and Bergen streets in Park 
Slope). 

MUSIC, RUSSIAN MUSIC 
AND POETRY: A Russian-
language holiday perfor-
mance, with musicians and 
actress Yelena Stroganova. 
Free. 1:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library Kings High-
way (2115 Ocean Avenue 
at Kings Highway in Sheep-
shead Bay), www.bklynli-
brary.org. 

THEATER, “THE HARD Continued on page 62

Have a nice trip: The Washington Capitals are falling all over 
themselves for a chance to take on the New York Islanders at 
Barclays Center on Dec. 13. Associated Press / Molly Riley

A brick of cheesecake: This three-foot–wide Lego recreation 
of Junior’s Restaurant by Jonathan Lopes is part of the 
“Downtown Brooklyn Legends” exhibit at the Brooklyn 
Historical Society, which opens on Dec. 9.
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Queen, but, you know, if 
it happens it happens; if it 
doesn’t, it doesn’t.”

For now, he is concen-
trating on the Struts, which 
formed in Derby in 2009 
and released its debut album 
“Everybody Wants,” in 
2014. Despite solid songs, 
catchy arrangements, and 
fist-pumping melodies, the 
record flopped, but the Struts 
were undeterred, signing to 
a new label, re-working a 
few songs and adding five 
new tracks to the album. 

“Everybody Wants” was re-
released in March of this 
year, and the group set its 
sights on the American mar-
ket. These days, thanks to a 
heavy touring schedule that 
included a high-profile slot at 
last summer’s Lollapalooza 
in Chicago, the Struts has 
become much more popular 
in the United States than 
they are at home. 

“None of our music has 
been played on the radio 
in the U.K.,” Spiller said. 
“No one [there] really writes 
about us.”

And Spiller is looking 
forward to the next album, 
slated for release sometime 

in 2017. “Everybody Wants” 
was remarkably cohesive, 
despite its patchwork his-
tory, but for the next project, 
Spiller hopes for a more sta-
ble production — though he 
is not counting on anything. 

“I would like to choose 
one producer who could do 
the whole thing, but we’ll 
just have to see,” he said. “If 
not, maybe the next album.”

The Struts with Holy 
White Sounds and Cemetery 
Sun at Warsaw (261 Driggs 
Ave. between Leonard 
and Eckford streets in 
Greenpoint, www.warsaw-
concerts.com). Dec. 17 at 
8:30 pm. $20.

amazingly rich cultures to 
show how friendly they are 
with each other — and how 
they know each other’s his-
tory and respect each other,” 
said Lisovka.

During the two-hour con-
cert, singers will perform 
music from both countries, 
with traditional and classi-
cal tunes in the first hour, 
and current pop music after 
an intermission. No English 
songs are in the program, 

said Lisovka, but English 
speakers may recognize 
some melodies borrowed by 
American songwriters, such 
as the Ukrainian lullaby that 
inspired George Gershwin’s 
“Summertime.”

Lisovska expects an audi-
ence of Eastern European 
descent at the concert, but 
she hopes that a wider selec-
tion of Brooklynites will 
also come to enjoy the beau-
tiful music. 

“We would love for 
Americans to come see 
what it’s all about because 
Ukrainian and Georgian 

singing is absolutely gor-
geous,” she said. “We hope 
people take away the beauty 
of this — even though we 
are celebrating indepen-
dence, the focus is also on 
culture and why every cul-
ture has the right and beauty 
to survive.”

“Concert Celebration 
of Ukraine’s and Georgia’s 
Independence” at Davidzon 
Radio [2508 Coney Island 
Ave. between Avenue V and 
Gravesend Neck Road in 
Sheepshead Bay, (857) 919–
4832, talentsoftheworld.tix.
com]. Dec. 11 at 2 pm. $35.

Continued from page 58 
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FREEDOM

Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (312) 226–
8654], www.renegadecraft.
com/fairs/brooklyn-2016-
holiday-popups. 

MARKET, WINTER WON-
DERLAND CHILDREN’S 
HOLIDAY EVENT: A fes-
tive and fun-fi lled day for 
the whole family. Free. 
11 am–3 pm. Greenpoint 
YMCA [99 Meserole Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Green-
point, (212) 912–2260], 
www.ymcanyc.org/green-
point. 

ART, DOWNTOWN BROOK-
LYN LEGENDS: Noon–5 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 9. 

CONEY ISLAND KRAMPUS 
KRAWL: This alternative 
to Santa Con will send 
costumed drinkers to four 
bars in Coney Island. $10. 
Noon–8 pm. Freak Bar 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

TALK, CREATE YOUR OWN 
NATURAL PERFUME: Each 
participant will leave this 
workshop with two bottles 
of their own bespoke per-
fume. Bring a notebook. 
$150. 1 pm. Alchemolo-
gie Natural Perfume [438 
9th St. between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 788–6480], al-
chemologie.com/classes. 

MARKET, MARITIME HOLI-
DAY ART SALE: Painter 
Kevin Mulkern sells ce-
ramic plates and tiles dec-
orated with harbor scenes. 
Free. 1–5 pm. Waterfront 
Museum Barge [290 Con-
over St. near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 624–
4719], www.waterfrontmu-
seum.org. 

TALK, ARTIST’S EYE: Artist 
Betty Tompkins discusses 
the legacy of feminism, 
photorealism, and criti-
cality in Marilyn Minter’s 
artwork. Free with $16 sug-
gested admission. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

TALK, SATURDAY SALON: A 
discussion of the philoso-
phy and psychoanalysis of 
images. Free. 2 pm. Tillou 
Fine Art [59 Cambridge 
Pl. between Gates and 
Greene avenues in Clinton 
Hill, (917) 912–3922], tillou-
fi neart.com. 

EVENT, “BE SEEN” HOLIDAY 
WORKSHOP: Get Women 
Cycling helps women sew 
refl ective material to their 
clothing. $50. 3 pm. Brook-
lyn Stitchery (458 87th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Bay Ridge), get-
womencycling.com. 

COMEDY, “PICTURE THIS!”: 
A live comedy show with 
stand-ups performing 
while they are drawn live 
by an animator. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

Continued from page 61 THEATER, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: 2 pm and 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 9. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

MUSIC, “THE MAGIC 
FLUTE”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

THEATER, “A FEW GOOD 
MEN”: 2 pm and 8 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 9. 

THEATER, “THE MOST 
MISERABLE CHRISTMAS 
TREE”: 2 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 9. 

SUN, DEC. 11
MUSIC, KINGSBOROUGH 

CHORUS HOLIDAY CON-
CERT: The Kingsborough 
Musical Society Chorus 
performs holiday favorites 
and a medley of Gersh-
win tunes. Free. 2 pm. On 
Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

TALK, “NEW INTERFACES 
FOR MUSICAL EXPRES-
SION”: A conference 
about new technology in 
music. Performers will play 
a series of newly invented 
instruments. $10. 7 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

FAMILY, BRUNCH WITH 
SANTA: With a full brunch 
menu, arts and crafts, 
cupcake decorating, and 
a picture with Santa. $22 
(kids $20). 9 am and noon. 
Aviator Sports and Events 
Center [3159 Flatbush 
Ave. in Floyd Bennett 
Field in Marine Park, (718) 
758–7500]. 

MARKET, DOWN TO EARTH 
FARMER’S MARKET: $12 
for children, $15 for adults. 
10 am–5 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

WINTER WONDERLAND 
AT KINGS THEATRE: Get 
photos with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, visit a petting zoo 
with pony rides, and tour 
the Kings Theatre at this 
holiday open house. Free. 
11 am–3 pm. Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

FILM, “BEN-HUR”: See the 
1925 silent epic about re-
venge, redemption, and 
chariot races, with live 
piano accompaniment. 
Free. 12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza, between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org/
branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

HANUKKAH ART FESTIVAL: 
The art fair hosts work-

shops for making choco-
late dreidels, mosaic tiles, 
Tzedakah boxes, cookies, 
and beeswax candles. 
$5. 1 pm. Hannah Senesh 
Community Day School 
[342 Smith St. at First Place 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
858–8663], bit.ly/2fyQ8Kk. 

FAMILY, OLIVE PRESS 
WORKSHOP: In this 
hands-on workshop, visi-
tors will learn how olive oil 
is made, and have a chance 
to extract the oil and light 
a Chanukah menorah using 
a hand-made wick and 
freshly produced oil. $13 
museum admission. 1:30 
pm and 2:30 pm. Jewish 
Children’s Museum [792 
Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 907–8833], www.jcm.
museum. 

DANCE, “THE COLONIAL 
NUTCRACKER”: An 
annual holiday favor-
ite, Dance Theatre in 
Westchester performs its 
family-friendly, full-length 
version of Tchaikovsky’s 
ballet set in wintry colonial 
Yorktown, complete with 
a red-coated mouse army, 
an enchanted nutcracker 
prince, and simultaneous 
narration to help young au-
dience members enjoy this 
timeless classic. $15. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd. between Hillel Place 
and Avenue H in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenter.org. 

MARKET, HOLIDAY TRUNK 
SHOW: Shop work by de-
signers and artists while 
musicians play. $5. 5–11 
pm. Milk River [960 Atlantic 
Ave. between Washing-
ton and Grand avenues in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
636–8600], milkriverres-
taurant.com. 

MUSIC, HANDEL’S “MES-
SIAH”: Come and listen 
to the choir, soloists and 
orchestra perform this sea-
sonal tradition. Free. 6 pm. 
Good Shepherd Church 
[Ave. S between Brown 
and Batchelder streets in 
Marine Park, (718) 998–
2800]. 

COMEDY, SASHEER ZA-
MATA PARTY TIME!: The 
Saturday Night Live co-
median parties and does 
a comedy show. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THEATER, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: Noon and 5 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 9. 

THEATER, “A FEW GOOD 
MEN”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 9. 

MUSIC, GRACE CHORALE’S 
HOLIDAY CONCERT: 3 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 9. 

MARKET, RENEGADE 
CRAFT FAIR BROOKLYN 
POP-UP: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Saturday, Dec. 10. 

MON, DEC. 12
MUSIC, CLOSSING JAM 

SESSION: With musician 
Rome Neal. Musicians 
welcome to join! Free. 8 
pm. Kalahari Gallery [1103 
Fulton St. between Claver 
and Classon avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
496–9747]. 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
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FOLLOW US!

Light Up
Your

Holidays!

THE ELECTRIFYING NEW MUSIC  & DANCE 

INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT
NOV. 22 - JAN. 8

FUN FOR ALL AGES!

      New World Stages
340 W 50th Street        

READING SERIES: With 
readings by mystery writer 
Walter Mosley, the author 
of “Devil in a Blue Dress” 
and fellow writers Teddy 
Wayne, Jason Diamond, 
Alice Sola Kim, and Janice 
Lee. Free. 8 pm. Frank-
lin Park (618 St. Johns Pl. 
between Classon and 
Franklin avenues. in Crown 
Heights), franklinpark-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, “A CARTOON 
MONSOON CHRIST-
MAS”: A live children’s 
show for adults full of crazy 
costumed characters, pup-
pets, original music, and 
cartoons. Mary, Joe, Pup-
pet, and Steve celebrate 
the holiday season with 
help from some very spe-
cial celebrity guests from 
the NY comedy scene. $8. 
9:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

THEATER, VERDI’S “MAC-
BETH”: 8 pm. See Satur-
day, Dec. 10. 

TUES, DEC. 13
NIGHTLIFE, “HOME ALONE 

2” DRINKING GAME: 
Actors read the holiday 
fi lm, and everyone drinks 
when they say they right 
buzz words. $10. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, “FIRST SET”: Co-
medians are interviewed 
as they share rare and em-
barrassing footage of one 
of their fi rst sets. They’ll 
perform current mate-
rial, too. Hosted by Giulia 
Rozzi, with Pete Lee, Becky 
Yamamoto, Clark Jones, 
and Carmen Lynch. $7. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com.

“NUTCRACKER ROUGE!”: 8 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 9. 

WED, DEC. 14
MUSIC, WINTER CHORAL 

CONCERT: The student 
choral group performs 
holiday classics, including 
“You’re a Mean One, Mr. 
Grinch,” “Baby, Its Cold 
Outside,” and “O Holy 
Night.” $10. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Technical High School 
[29 Fort Greene Pl. at S. El-
liott Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 804–6400], www.
bths.edu. 

MUSIC, FRANK SINATRA 
CHRISTMAS SHOW: 
Crooner Martin McQuade 
sings Sinatra tunes, include 
many Christmas chestnuts. 
Free. 7–10 pm. Casa Cala-
mari (8602 Third Ave. at 
86th Street in Bay Ridge). 

READING, JACQUELINE 
WOODSON: The author 
of “Another Brooklyn” dis-
cusses her fi rst novel for 
adults in 20 years. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[10 Grand Army Plaza, 
between Eastern Parkway 
and Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, AMPLIFIED: Dublin 
Guitar Quartet makes its 
debut at BAM. $25. 7:30 
pm. BAM Fisher (321 Ash-

land Pl. between Hansen 
Place and Lafayette Ave-
nue in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

TALK, DRUNK SCIENCE: In 
each show, three intoxi-
cated comedians compete 
to present the best sci-
entifi c dissertation to a 
panel of real scientists. 
This show’s topic? Therapy. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, “COOL KIDS”: A 
night of comedy hosted 
by Jon Ronson and Maeve 
Higgins. With comedians 
Mona Chalabi, Alexis Coe, 
James Hamblin, Hadiyah 
Robinson, and Charla Lau-
riston. $12. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

COMEDY, DEVOUR HOUR 
COMEDY!: A free comedy 
show featuring free latkes! 
With Ryan Schutt, Maria 
Wojciechowski, Josh John-
son, and many more. Free. 
8 pm. Hank’s Saloon [46 
Third Ave. at Atlantic Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (718) 
625–8003], www.exitfi ve.
com/hankssaloon.  

THURS, DEC. 15
TALK, WORKSHOP ON 

SEXUALITY AND AU-
TISM: Psychologist Dr. La 
Barbera discusses how 
parents and caregivers 
can address sexual issues 
with those on the autism 
spectrum. Free. 6:15 pm. 
Shorefront YM-YWHA 
[3300 Coney Island Ave. at 
Brightwater Court in Brigh-
ton Beach, (718) 646–1444 
ext. 406], www.shore-
fronty.org/workshopasd. 

MUSIC, “REGINA OPERA IN 
CONCERT”: A free one-
hour concert of operatic 
selections. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Midwood Public Library 
[975 E. 16th St. between 
Avenues J and I in Mid-
wood, (718) 252–0967], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

ART, THE BROOKLYN PO-
ETRY SLAM: An inter-
generational poetry slam 
and open mic, featuring 
Brooklyn-based poets 
who response to city cul-
ture, national issues, and 
the exhibitions on-view at 
BRIC House. Hosted by 
Mahogany L Browne & DJ 
Jive Poetic. Free. 7 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, “CHRISTMAS IN IRE-
LAND”: Irish tenor Emmet 
Cahill performs seasonal 
favorites and tells stories 
of childhood holidays. 
$15–$75. 7:30 pm. Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church (2805 Fort Hamil-
ton Pkwy. at E. Fifth Street 
in Windsor Terrace). 

MUSIC, INGRID LAUBROCK 
SEPTET: The band holds 
an album release party. 
$20. 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

FRI, DEC. 16
MUSIC, “MUSICAL SHAB-

BAT”: The Bay Ridge Jew-
ish Center continues to 
play beautiful instrumen-
tal music on Shabbat. Get 
ready to sing and clap to 
the beat of the music and 
prayers of the heart. All 
ages welcome. Free. 6:30 
pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

DANCE, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: The State Bal-
let Theatre of Russia pres-
ents Tchaikovsky’s story 
of a little girl’s fantasy into 
the world of fairies, toy sol-
diers and an army of mice! 
$32 to $37. 7 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

SAT, DEC. 17
MUSIC, BRANDENBURGERS 

HOLIDAY CONCERT: The 
Brooklyn Brandenburgers 
perform their annual holi-
day concert. $10. 2–9 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

COMEDY, “NEVER SEEN IT”: 
Host Kyle Ayers has come-
dians rewrite the climactic 
scene to very famous mov-
ies they have never seen 
before. He then casts them 
and acts them out live on 
stage, complete with musi-
cians scoring the scenes. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, R. KELLY IN “THE 
HOLIDAY JAM”: The 
singer behind the “In the 
Closet” rap opera per-
forms a Christmas show. 
$68–$338. 8 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush 
Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

GOWANUS HOLIDAY MAR-
KETPLACE: More than 40 
vendors, artists, crafters, 
and food makers. Free. 11 
am–7 pm. Brooklyn Colony 
(274 Fourth Ave. at Gar-
fi eld Place in Gowanus), 
www.brooklyncolony.com. 

MARKET, MADARTS AN-
NUAL ARTISTS HOLIDAY 
SALE: Artists open their 
studios and sell unique 
gifts. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
MadArts [255 18th St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, (646) 
734–0899]. 

SANTA ON FIFTH: Bring your 
little ones to visit Santa, 
have a chat, take a photo, 
and get a free candy cane! 
Free. 3–5 pm. Sidecar [560 
5th Avenue between 15th 
and 16th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 369–0077], 
www.sidecarbrooklyn.com. 

ART, “THE FIGHT CONTIN-
UES” CLOSING RECEP-
TION: Art inspired by Mu-
hammed Ali. Free. 6–9 pm. 
House of Art Gallery [408 
Marcus Garvey Blvd. be-
tween Halsey and Macon 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (347) 663–8195], 
www.hoagallery.com. 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Erasmus Hall loses third-straight title game
BY LAURA AMATO

It felt like deja vu all over again 
— again!

Erasmus Hall’s football 
team fell 24–21 to top-seeded 
Curtis in the Public Schools 
Athletic League city confer-
ence championship at Yankee 
Stadium on Dec. 2, the third 
year in a row that the Dutch-
men have come up short in the 
title game. 

No. 2 Erasmus Hall was 
shut out in second half — de-
spite forcing four turnovers — 
and gave up the game-winning 
touchdown with just over two 
minutes left on the clock. It 
was an ending that left plenty 
of Dutchmen players searching 
for answers.

“There aren’t any words,” 
junior running back Shamar 
Logan said. “I don’t have any 
words for this.”

Curtis jumped out to a 
12-point lead midway through 
the fi rst quarter — on a 29-yard 
touchdown pass from Quincy 
Barnes to Joshua Decambre — 
as the Warriors broke through 

the Erasmus Hall defense with 
ease.

The Dutchmen got a much-
needed answer just moments 
after Decambre’s touchdown 
reception when Herson Tel-
saint took the ensuing kickoff 
66 yards into the end zone. Er-
asmus Hall seized the momen-
tum after the play, notching a 
pair of second-quarter touch-
downs to take a 21–12 lead with 
a little more than two minutes 
left in the half. 

That was about as much of-
fense as the Dutchmen were 
able to muster.

Decambre hauled in his sec-
ond touchdown reception with 
1:17 left in the second quarter, 
cutting into the Dutchmen’s 
lead and grabbing some confi -
dence heading into the break. 

Erasmus Hall (11–2) strug-
gled to move the ball in the fi -
nal 24 minutes of play and the 
lack of offense left the Dutch-
men sideline frustrated down 
the stretch.

“We couldn’t move the ball. 
STUFFED: Erasmus Hall quarterback Aron Cruickshank struggled to move the ball as the Dutchmen were kept 
out of the end zone in the second half of the Public Schools Athletic League city fi nal on Dec. 2.  
 Photo by Robert Cole

BY KYLE GORMAN
It wasn’t quite a roar of vic-
tory, but Bishop Loughlin’s 
boys basketball team notched 
its fi rst win of the season with 
a slim 95–87 showing over All 
Hallows on Dec. 2.

The Lions were pleased 
with the score, but knew there 
was still plenty to work on, 
particularly on the defensive 
end.

“We didn’t play our best 
basketball today,” said Lough-
lin coach Ed Gonzalez. “We 
didn’t do well on defense to-
day.”

Bishop Loughlin (1–0) led 
wire-to-wire, but the Lions’ 
comfortable cushion turned 
into a tight, fi ve-point lead 
with just under a minute left 
on the clock. Turnovers were 

a particular problem in the 
backcourt as the Lions guards 
tried to push tempo. 

“I’ve got to limit my turn-
overs,” said junior Markquis 
Nowell. “And I’ve got to play 
better defense.” 

Nowell was electric on the 
offensive side of the court, de-
spite his self-criticism, and he 
led his team with 33 points on 
the night, including a pair of 
three-pointers and a massive 
dunk early in the game that 
had the entire crowd on its 
feet.

“I wanted to be aggressive. 
I wanted to set the tone,” Now-
ell said.

Gonzalez, however, was 
frustrated by Nowell’s de-
fensive struggles down the 
stretch.

“There’s no doubt he can 
score the ball — we all know 
that. There’s no doubt he’s a 
very good player,” the Lions 
coach said. “I’m not worried 
about that. What I’m worried 
about is his defense. He’s got to 
get better defensively, and also 
he’s got to run the team a little 
bit more effi ciently.”

Nowell wasn’t the only 
Bishop Loughlin standout 
to put up big numbers in the 
season-opener. Senior guard 
Keith Williams — who com-
mitted to the University of 
Cincinnati earlier this year 
— racked up 26 points, includ-
ing a pair of highlight-worthy 
dunks of his own. The soon-
to-be Bearcat regularly out-
muscled his opponents in the 

HEAR HIM ROAR: Bishop Loughlin senior Keith Williams racked up 26 
points, including two impressive dunks, for the Lions on Dec. 2. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued on page 67

Continued on page 67

Loughlin boys hoops escapes 
with slim win in opener

• ‘There aren’t any words. I 
don’t have any words for 
this.’

• ‘We didn’t play our 
best basketball 
today’

— Erasmus Hall running back Shamar Logan on 
the team’s third-straight championship loss

— Bishop Loughlin coach Ed Gonzalez 
on the squad’s hobbled win
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BY LAURA AMATO
G’day, Brooklyn. 

A trio of Australian bas-
ketball players — fresh-
men Jade Johnson and Meg 
Crupi and junior Alex Dela-
ney — are a major part of the 
St. Francis women’s basket-
ball team this season. They 
may be half a world away 
from their native Austra-
lia, but they’ve managed to 
fi nd a new home in Brook-
lyn Heights.

“A lot of players are now 
coming over to America to 
play college basketball, get 
the experience and get an 
education,” said Delaney, 
a shooting guard averag-
ing 10.8 points this year. 
“In terms of basketball, I 
wanted to go somewhere I 
would play. From freshman 
year, I’ve been lucky in that 
I’ve been able to fi t right in 
and start playing.”

They aren’t the fi rst 
players from Down Under 
to suit up for the Terriers — 
Jessica Kaufman and Eil-
idh Simpson also played for 
the squad from 2011 to 2015. 
It’s a cross-world pipeline 
that has made St. Francis 
an appealing destination 
for international players.

“Between the basketball 
and the academics and hav-
ing Australians here in the 
past, it was all fantastic,” 
Johnson said. “I went on a 
tour to America when I was 
14 with basketball, and I 
knew that was the direction 
I wanted to take.”

Australian basketball — 
unlike the country itself — 
is a bit of a small world, and 
players often grow up com-
peting and then move on to 
the college game together. 

Johnson actually played with 
Delaney’s younger sister, but 
strangely, she didn’t meet 
Crupi until the two picked up 
their visas together. 

It didn’t take long for 
them to hit it off, and now the 
pair don’t just dorm together, 
they give the Terriers a solid 
spark off the bench.

“I think that’s made the 
whole transition easier,” 
Johnson said of her friend-
ship with her fellow fresh-
man. “When you’re going to 
be living so far away from 
home, you’ve got to know 
you’ll feel comfortable. And 
I’ve always felt very com-
fortable here.”

There isn’t a language 
barrier for the Aussie trio 
to contend with, but that 
doesn’t mean that the group 
hasn’t faced its own mini 
culture shock stateside. 

“There’s some things that 
[the Americans] say and I 
have absolutely no idea what 
that is,” Crupi said. “Then 
they explain it and I get it and 
it’s like, we have that too, but 
it’s just a different word.” 

All three Aussies are hop-
ing to build something in 
Brooklyn this season, deter-
mined to lead the Terriers 
back to basketball glory, but 
they’re also hoping to jump-
start their own game just a 
bit too. After all, they’ve got 
quite an audience keeping 
tabs on them on the other 
side of the world. 

“We’re able to kind of 
stand out here,” Johnson 
said. “There’s articles about 
you. If you have a great game, 
people back home know. 
Coaches back home mes-
sage me all the time when we 
win.”

Thunder from Down Under

BY LAURA AMATO
They brought the pressure.

South Shore’s girls bas-
ketball team rolled to a 68–30 
victory over Francis Lewis 
on Dec. 5 in a rematch of last 
year’s Public Schools Ath-
letic League AA fi nal. The 
Lady Vikings gave up just 10 
fi eld goals in the lopsided win, 
sparked by a dominant full-
court press and shutdown de-
fensive effort. 

“We had our hands up and 
we reacted well,” said junior 
point guard Destiny Philoxy. 
“That’s all defense is about — 
reading and reacting — and 
we were able to do that.”

Both teams struggled to put 
the ball in the hoop early on, 
and South Short didn’t notch 
its fi rst points until Keyanna 
Glover hit a three-pointer 
with just over two minutes left 
in the opening quarter.

That all changed in the sec-
ond, though.

South Shore (2–0) fell into a 
full-court press and half-court 
trap that forced Francis Lewis 
into mistakes and turnovers 
— and the Lady Vikings took 
advantage, going on a 19-point 
run over the frame.

“That’s why we want to rely 
on our defense,” said South 
Shore coach Anwar Gladden. 
“When the offense isn’t roll-

ing, your defense should al-
ways be there. It helped out 
today.”

The Lady Vikings forced 
double-digit turnovers in the 
lopsided victory and excelled 
in transition, pushing the ball 
out quickly before Francis 
Lewis (0–1) even had a chance 
to respond. 

South Shore didn’t take 
its foot off the gas in the sec-
ond half either, and the Lady 
Vikings continued to attack 
from every defensive angle, 
out-scoring Francis Lewis 25–
15 in the third quarter. 

“Once we started that scor-
ing drive [in the second quar-

ON TOP: South Shore junior point guard Destiny Philoxy goes up for a 
shot in the Lady Vikings’ 68-30 win against Francis Lewis on Dec. 5. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY LAURA AMATO
Some of the biggest names in 
Islanders history returned to 
the ice on Dec. 5, looking to 
help spark a brand-new gener-
ation of hockey fans in Brook-
lyn.

Clark Gillies, Bobby Ny-
strom, and Butch Goring — 
all of whom won Stanley Cups 
with the Islanders during the 
team’s glory days in the ’80s 
— laced up their skates to 
launch the Sticks and Skates 
program at Prospect Park. 
The initiative offers free 
skating each Monday until 
March 27 and will also offer 
hockey clinics for players and 
coaches starting next month.

“Now that we’re really 
new in Brooklyn, we want to 
get out there and visit a few 
of the people in the neighbor-

hood,” Gillies said. “Get them 
more used to the Islanders. 
That’s what the goal is.”

All three players com-

peted with the Islanders on 
Long Island, but the trio is 
certain that programs like 
this one can help grow the 
team’s fanbase in Brooklyn, 
particularly at the youth 
level. In fact, Nystrom said 
it was opportunities like this 
that fueled his son’s interest 
in hockey. 

“It was so enjoyable to 
see the kids coming in from 
when they were mites and 
turning pro and ending up in 
the NHL — my son, Eric, be-
ing one,” Nystrom said. “We 
love the sport, and I think — 
more than anything else — 
we want to promote it for kids 
who haven’t tried skating or 
playing hockey.”

Nystrom, who scored the 
Stanley Cup-winning goal in 

Islanders alums promote free 
ice skating in Prospect Park

HOCKEY HYPE: Former Islanders 
stars Clark Gillies, Butch Goring, 
and Bobby Nystrom returned to 
the ice on Dec. 5, helping launch 
the Sticks and Skates program at 
Prospect Park.  
 Community News Group / Laura Amato

Lady Vikings’ defense 
conquers Francis Lewis

DOWN UNDER WONDERS: The Aussie trio of, top, Meg Crupi, Jade 
Johsnon, and Alex Delaney has found a basketball home in Brooklyn 
Heights this season with the St. Francis women’s hoops team.

Continued on page 67

Continued on page 67
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Meet St. Francis basketball’s Aussie trio
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BY LAURA AMATO
He was always a winner — until he came to 
Rutgers.

Former Bishop Loughlin basketball star 
Mike Williams was used to success on the hard-
wood, but the one-time Lion struggled to fi nd 
his rhythm when he landed at Rutgers two sea-
sons ago. The Scarlet Knights won just 17 games 
in Williams’s fi rst two years with the program. 
But he plans to change that this year.

“It humbled me a lot, because coming out of 
high school, I was used to winning everywhere 
I went. And my fi rst two years of college bas-
ketball, I was losing,” Williams said. “I want to 
help change that.”

Williams and his Scarlet Knights team-
mates, under brand-new head coach Steve Pik-
iell, are determined to turn around the culture 
in New Brunswick, sparked by a bit of much-
needed Brooklyn grit. The squad opened the 
season 6–0 and, despite a Nov. 30 loss at Miami, 
Williams is more confi dent than ever in this 
team.

“Everybody on this team has a different at-
titude [than before],” he said. “Even if we don’t 
always make shots or things aren’t going our 
way, we don’t let that affect us. I think we’re 
very mature on this team, and that’s helped us 
a lot.”

The Bedford–Stuyvesant native came off 
the bench in each of Rutgers’s fi rst eight games, 
but that hasn’t hurt his confi dence. In fact, he’s 
just as certain as ever that he can add a spark 
to the Scarlet Knights’ backcourt, averaging 
11.3 points in just over 24 minutes a game this 
year. 

Williams is shooting a career-best 46.9 per-
cent from the fi eld and, after leading the team 
with 50 three-pointers last season, already has 
15 treys to his name.

“I like to think of myself as play-maker, be-
cause I feel like I’m able to help start things on 
the court,” Williams said. “I can help my team-
mates and myself, and I always want to come 
up in clutch situations.”

Williams’ taste for success began far before 
his career at Rutgers, or even two AA intersec-
tional fi nal appearances at Bishop Loughlin. It 

began on the sidewalks in Brooklyn, growing 
up with a basketball in his hand and a desire 
that is just as fi erce as ever. 

“We have that attitude and that belief that 
no one is going to walk all over us,” Williams 
said. “If we’re on, it’s going to be a long night 
for everyone playing against us. I feel like 
Brooklyn basketball players are kind of us 
against the world.”

Williams never wanted to go too far from 
home — he turned down offers from programs 
such as Iowa, Creighton, and Virginia — and 
he knew Rutgers was the best fi t for him, de-
spite the early bumps in the road.

“I’m a New York boy — a Brooklyn boy — 
and it was an opportunity to come here and 
play near home,” he said. “And it was a chance 
to play in the best conference in the country 
and get a great academic experience.” 

The Scarlet Knights don’t start league play 
until later this month, but Williams is certain 
Rutgers can continue its turnaround against 
Big 10 competition. After all, this team knows 
what it feels like to win now. 

“This isn’t the same team from the last few 
years,” Williams said. “I feel like it’s an honor, 
me being a part of this. It feels good to be on the 
winning side with this team.” 

The defense was getting all the 
stops, and we just couldn’t do 
anything with it,” said junior 
quarterback Aron Cruick-
shank, who fi nished with 70 
rushing yards. “It’s hard to 
play the position of quarter-
back and not move the ball. I 
take a lot of heat on that.”

The Dutchmen’s defen-
sive front did its best to keep 
Erasmus Hall in the game — 
forcing three fumbles in the 
second half — but the offense 
failed to take advantage. Five 
of the Dutchmen’s last seven 
possessions ended with punts 
and the team recorded just 
one fi rst down in the second 
half.

It was enough to give Cur-
tis (13–0) a late-game chance, 
and the Warriors seized it on 
fourth and 20 when Barnes 
connected with junior stand-
out Amad Anderson for a 44-
yard touchdown strike.

“It was patience,” Gam-
bardella said. “These guys 
had patience from the get-go, 

resilience. It was unbeliev-
able.”

Erasmus Hall had two 
more opportunities with the 
ball before the fi nal whistle — 
including a fi nal-second pos-
session after Curtis turned 
the ball over on downs — but 
the Dutchmen couldn’t make 
anything out of either chance.

“I saw that we had time 
left [after the touchdown] 
and that’s all I was thinking 
about,” Logan said. “I thought 
we could have come back still, 
but everything happens for a 
reason.”

It was a heartbreaking loss 
for the Dutchmen with plenty 
of players shedding tears on 
the sideline. Erasmus Hall 
faces a diffi cult offseason, but 
after another almost-there 
year, the Dutchmen are more 
determined than ever to get 
back to the title game next 
fall.

“We didn’t fi nish the job 
again and now we’ve got to 
wait another year,” Cruick-
shank said. “We know we’re 
going to see them again 
though and we’ll give them a 
hell of a fi ght.”

paint, drawing fouls and 
hauling in rebounds. 

Despite the big numbers 
on offense, it was the lack of 
effi ciency and consistent de-
fensive pressure that kept 
the game close throughout 
the night.

Bishop Loughlin jumped 
out to a 19–14 lead after the 
fi rst quarter and padded that 
cushion throughout the sec-
ond. Nowell led the charge, 
highlighting an 11-point run 

with a high-arcing, mid-
range jumper in the fi rst half. 
All Hallows (0–1) refused to 
go down without a fi ght, how-
ever, coming out strong in 
the third quarter and match-
ing the Lions throughout the 
second half. It wasn’t pretty 
down the stretch, border-
ing close to nerve-wracking, 
but the Lions are confi dent 
they can turn their defense 
around. After all, that was 
only game one. 

“We gave up a lot of points,” 
Gonzalez said. “We’ve got to 
take better pride in our de-
fense and move on from here.”

ter], it gave the rest of the 
team confi dence to start put-
ting the ball up,” said Glover, 
who fi nished with 17 points. 
“Everyone got some confi -
dence out of this.”

The key for South Shore 
was its cohesive effort on de-
fense. The Lady Vikings gave 
up just four jump shots in the 
fi rst three quarters and were 
on the same page throughout 
the night, rotating through 
their defensive schemes and 
keeping Francis Lewis on its 
collective toes. 

It was that defense that ul-
timately helped feed the of-
fense and, by the fi nal buzzer, 

nine different Lady Vikings 
put points on the board.

Of course, there’s still 
plenty to work on. Francis 
Lewis actually out-scored 
South Shore 15–14 in the 
fourth quarter, and Glad-
den believes his squad could 
have been even more suc-
cessful on the defensive side 
of the ball. 

Two games into the sea-
son, South Shore is confi dent 
its defense is its strength and 
going forward, the Lady Vi-
kings are only hoping to get 
better. 

“We’re veteran team, so 
they’ve been in a lot of games 
like this, and it’s good to get 
a ‘W,’ ” Gladden said. “We’ll 
be back to the drawing board 
this week.”

1980, served as the Islanders’ 
Director of Amateur Hockey 
Development & Alumni Re-
lations from 1992 to 2002 and 
counted those years as some 
of his most rewarding, watch-
ing the growth of hockey in 
the United States. Now, he’s 
hopeful to see it expand in 
Brooklyn as well. 

“More than anything else 
you’ve got to be in your com-
munity and promoting the 
team,” Nystrom said. “That 
starts at a very young age so 
you can build fans from the 
bottom up.” 

The Islanders are in the 

midst of their second season 
in Brooklyn and, after clinch-
ing the team’s fi rst post-
season series victory since 
1993 at Barclays Center last 
year, and the squad’s alums 
are hopeful for the future of 
hockey in Kings County. 

“As a kid growing up in 
western Canada, I was a long 
way away from any profes-
sional hockey team, so to have 
a team in your neighborhood 
and be right here and be a 
hockey fan, is pretty special,” 
Gillies said. “It’s defi nitely 
exciting to see what can hap-
pen here in Brooklyn.”

The Sticks and Skates pro-
gram hopes to see 10,000 skat-
ers of all ages head out to the 
rink this winter. The Island-

ers legends, however, are hop-
ing for a bit more, anxious to 
see as much blue and orange 
out there as possible. 

“We’ve got a great fanbase 
in Nassau and Suffolk County 
and now, certainly, you want 
to expand it,” Goring said. 
“And get the people in Brook-
lyn to understand how won-
derful it is to be involved in 
hockey and what a fun sport 
hockey is. Whatever we can 
do, we want to get people out 
here.”

Sticks & Skates at the Le-
Frak Center at Lakeside [171 
East Dr. at the southern end 
of Prospect Park, (718) 462–
0090, www.prospectpark.org/
about/lakeside]. Mondays, 
3:30–5:15 pm until March 27.

Knight and dayContinued from page 65 
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ISLANDERS

Former Loughlin star aims to turn around Rutgers hoops

HOOPS HOPE: Mike Williams, a Rutgers junior and 
former Bishop Loughlin star, is part of a resurgent 
Rutgers basketball team this season, determined to 
bring a winning tradition back to the program. 
 Rutgers Athletics / Ben Solomon
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We Lease

 LESS!
All New 2016 Vehicles Priced At 

Leftover Pricing And Will Get 

1st Priority In Our Service Dept!

for Much Much

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on select new 
vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will qualify. 

Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0%
APR

Financing
 60 Mos.Up
To

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $4536/17115, Fusion: $2376/17676, Fiesta: $1656/10503, Escape: $2376/17756, Focus: $2376/10791, Explorer: $4536/21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash available 
to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers can-
not be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS:

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

CERTIFIED
BY FORD

IN BROOKLYN

MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

’11 FORD EXPEDITION 4X4
Auto, A/C, White,
35K Stk#1953F ..............................Buy For

$19,999*

’16 FORD TRANSIT WAGON XLT
Auto, P/S, ABS, White. 
Stk#1803F. Only 4K Miles!.........Buy For

$27,493*

’11 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, A/C, Grey,
32K Mi, Stk#1911F ....................Buy For 

$9,999*

’11 FORD EDGE SE
Auto, A/C, Dark Red,
34K Mi, Stk#1942F ...............Buy For 

$12,995*

’13 FORD ESCAPE SE 4X4
Auto, A/C, Black,
51K Mi, Stk#1973F ................ Buy For

$13,995*

’15 FORD FOCUS SE
Auto, A/C, Stk#1231F
19K Mi . ...................................Buy For 

$13,999*

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

’12 FORD TAURUS LTD
Auto, A/C, Grey,
32K Mi, Stk#1138F ...............Buy For 

$14,995*

’14 FORD C-MAX HYBRID
Auto, ABS, Stk#1630F.
13K Mi ........................................................Buy For 

$16,999*

’13 FORD EXPLORER 
Auto, ABS, Cruise, P/L, Roof Rails,
Black, Stk#1893F, 49K Mi ......... Buy For

$17,995*

’13 FORD E350
15 Passenger, Auto, P/S, White. 
Stk#1793F. 43K Mi ......................Buy For 

$19,999*

NEW
2017
RE-DESIGN

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$99
†

6 Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, 100A 
Package, and Much More! MSRP $21,455. VIN#1FGL236066. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: 
$3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
Title & MV fees addt’l. Includes $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4WDBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$189
†

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, 
Equipment Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,945. VIN#1FHGA19303. $7,633 Due at Inception Inc: 
$6,799 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$99
†

200A Package, Leather, Rear Camera, Auto, 4 Cyl, 
P/S, ABS & Much More! MSRP $24,565. VIN#3FGR180492. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: $3,995 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: 
$3,500 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

MUSTANGBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$189
†

 2.3L EcoBoost Engine, 6-Speed Auto, P/S, 
ABS, Air Conditioning & More! MSRP $28,525. VIN#1FG5331083. $5829 Due at Inception 
inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month’s payment, $0 security deposit. 
Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

FIESTA
SE

BRAND NEW 2015 FORD

 6-Speed Auto,  1.6L V6 Engine, 200A Package,  P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much More! 
MSRP $17,015. VIN#3FFM157109. $4,709 Due at Inception inc: $3995 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & 
DMV fees addt’l. Inc: $1500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 12/31/16.

$69 †

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

ESCAPE
SE

BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much 
More! MSRP $28,235. VIN#1FHUC30257. $6,439 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: 
$3,000 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

$99 †

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES


