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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Soup’s on display!

A Park Slope gallery 
is showcasing commu-
nity and home-cooked 
meals during the holiday 
season. The Open Source 
Gallery offers free food 
and a different art dis-
play every night in De-

cember for its annual 
Soup Kitchen event, in 
which a volunteer artist 
prepares a one-pot meal 
for about 20 people and 
displays their art for the 
night. The event is de-
signed to bring artists 
and community members 
together for a meal and 

robust conversation, said 
the gallery’s founder. 

“I really wanted it to 
be a space where every-
body feels welcome and 
feels like they are part of 
it and involved and have 
something to say,” said 
Monika Wuhrer, who 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Shiva me timbers!

A pirate radio station offering 
Talmudic wisdom and spouting 
Jewish fables has for weeks been 
interfering with 105.9 WQXR’s 
public broadcast in Kensington, 
Windsor Terrace, and parts of 
Park Slope, and local fans of New 
York’s only classical radio station 
say they’re fed up.

“It’s public radio, I contribute 
to it, and I can’t listen to it because 
this guy’s there,” said Courtelyou 
Road resident Patrick Russell. 
“It’s the only classical station in 
the city, and it’s a crime!”

Russell began noticing an 
irritating crackle when he 
tuned into New York Public 
Radio’s classical station a few 
weeks ago, but assumed it was 
merely someone gabbing away 
nearby on a walkie-talkie, he 
said.

It wasn’t until the problem 
persisted on a near constant ba-
sis that he tuned into 105.7 and 
realized it was actually a Jewish 
talk-radio station that was mess-
ing with his Mozart.

“It just kept up, so I started 
fooling around, and I changed 
it to 105.7 and — boom — there 
comes this guy giving a lecture 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Police arrested a man who 
allegedly threatened an off-
duty police offi cer who was 
wearing a hijab, yelled big-
oted slurs at the decorated 
hero and her teenage son, 
and told them to “go back to 
your country” on Dec. 3, ac-
cording to a police report.

Police Offi cer Aml 

Elsokary dropped her 
16-year-old son at the cor-
ner of Ridge Boulevard and 
67th Street and then parked 
her car a little before 6 pm 
last Saturday. While she 
was parking, a guy started 
shoving her son, police 
said. The off-duty cop inter-
vened, and the man called 

Continued on page 8
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‘Spank the Yeti’ naughty fun
BY CAROLINE SPIVACK

Talk about a stacked deck!
A raunchy new card game 

created in Cobble Hill chal-
lenges players to predict which 
lewd and bizarre activities their 
friends might perform with a 
variety of pop culture fi gures, 
mythical creatures, and objects. 
The creators of the “Spank the 
Yeti” card game say they were 
inspired by the party game “f-
--, marry, kill,” but pushed to 
make the game as dirty as pos-
sible without being offensive. 
The game — now on shelves in 
eight Brooklyn stores — is not 
for the easily embarrassed, said 
one creator.

“It’s not for those who blush 
easily,” said Sara Farber, who 
designed the game with her 

husband Bryan Wilson. “We 
want people to chuckle the mo-
ment the cards are on the table. 
And I think it does a great job at 
bringing people together to cre-
ate lasting, fun memories. There 
is nothing better when someone 
tells us, ‘Oh I remember mud 
wrestling Madonna,’ and can’t 
stop laughing as they’re remem-
bering the crazy time they had 
playing the game.” 

In each round of the risque 
game, one player — “the Yeti” 
— pairs up three action cards 
(verbs) with three object cards 
(people, creatures, and things), 
while the other players try to 
predict the Yeti’s answers. But 
instead of the traditional trio of 
having sexual relations, propos-

Continued on page 6
GAME ON!: A raunchy card game called “Spank the Yeti” hit Brooklyn stores last 
week. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

KEEPING WARM: Girl Scout  
troop member Lily Monaco 
serves soup at Open Source 
Gallery on Dec. 2.

WILD 
CARDS
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the air!

It’s the art of the mealOffi cer threatened
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This library is way past its 
return date.

Information-starved lo-
cals are demanding that the 
Brooklyn Public Library 
reopen the Brighton Beach 
branch, which closed in 
the beginning of the year 
for renovations that were 
supposed to wrap up last 
month. Brooklynites who 
do not have computers or 
the internet at home rely 
on the library to get their 
news, and access to the lat-
est headlines is crucial as 
the country readies for a 
new president, one local 
said.

“Now it’s very impor-

tant — the election, the 
new president — we want 
to read. I don’t have com-
puter, I don’t have wifi , I 
want to know what’s going 
on with the election, it’s 
very, very important,” said 
Joseph Ben-Po.

The Brighton First Road 
library closed last winter 
so contractors could up-
grade its heating and cool-
ing system, bring in new 
furniture, and install en-
ergy-effi cient lighting — a 
$1.5-million renovation — 
according to system spokes-
man Adam Leddy. 

When it closed in Janu-
ary, offi cials had said the 
branch would be lending 

books again by November, 
but now they do not know 
when it will reopen, Leddy 
said.

“As with any major ren-
ovation work, there is al-
ways the chance for delay,” 
said Leddy. “The Depart-
ment of Design and Con-
struction, which is manag-
ing the branch renovation 
project, expects to have an 
anticipated reopening date 
soon, and we will share 
that information with the 
community as soon as it is 
available.”

Indeed, library renova-
tions are often delayed — 
 typically by construction 

Library’s overdue notice
Brighton Beach book depot reopening delayed

BY LAUREN GILL
That’s all she wrote.

The owners of beloved 
Cobble Hill book shop 
BookCourt have sold their 
Court street storefront and 
are closing the emporium 
at the end of the year after 
35 years in business, crush-
ing local booklovers who 
say it will leave a huge hole 
in the lit-loving neighbor-
hood. 

“I’m absolutely devas-
tated,” said George Wash-
ington Francis Gaw Jr., a 
Boerum Hill resident who 
frequents the store at least 
once a week. “I think it’s 
a tremendous loss for the 
neighborhood … it’s like 
losing a good friend.” 

Owners Henry Zook 
and Mary Gannett broke 
the bad news of their retire-
ment on Tuesday. The hus-
band and wife duo opened 
the store in September 1981 
and expanded three times 
as its popularity grew, 
 most recently opening an 
event space in 2008 , where 
they hosted big names in-
cluding Jonathan Lethem, 
R.L. Stine, Michel Gondry, 
and Jonathan Franzen. 

Zook wouldn’t say who 
the buyer is and said he 

doesn’t know who will suc-
ceed their mom and pop 
shop in the two spaces they 
occupied between Dean and 
Pacifi c streets, but custom-
ers are already dreading a 
dull replacement. 

“It’s really tragic, it’s 
such a part of the neighbor-
hood,” said Debra Robbins, 
who has lived in Cobble Hill 
for 32 years. “I don’t want 
to see another bank come 
in here or a nail salon.” 

BookCourt is the second 
loss for Court Street bib-

liophiles this year — the 
owner of notoriously clut-
tered used literary boutique 
Community Bookstore  re-
cently shut up shop after 
three decades at the corner 
of Warren Street , also cash-
ing in on the strip’s rising 
real estate fortunes to the 
tune of $5.5 million.

BookCourt will remain 
open for Christmas shop-
ping, and its last day will 
be Dec. 31.

But the neighborhood 

Cobble Hill’s BookCourt closing after 35 years

A closed book

FINAL CHAPTER: BookCourt will close after 35 years of serving 
Brooklyn’s bookworms at the end of this month. 
 Community News Group / Lauren Gill

Continued on page 9
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a beloved holiday tradi-
tion. 

Hundreds welcomed the 
Christmas season by illu-
minating a tree at Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help basilica 
on Dec. 1. The Sunset Park 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict — representing mer-
chants along the Fifth Av-
enue corridor — hosted the 
yearly Yuletide and ushered 
in the season by lighting its 
Christmas tree for the 16th 

year in a row. It 
was a dazzling 
display, said one 
local who stum-
bled into the fes-
tivities.

“It was really 
exciting,” said 
Victor Tenisaca, who came 
out with his pug Shiloh. “I 
was walking my dog when 
we saw the celebration. We 
stopped to take pictures 
with Santa and listen to mu-
sic. It was really nice. It got 

us in the Christmas spirit.” 
The Our Lady of Perpet-

ual Help School Choir sang 
carols to kick off the cere-
mony, and a trio of Sunset 
Park High School students 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a beloved holiday tradi-
tion.

Bay Ridgites ushered 
in the holiday season with 
a Christmas tree lighting 
at the Shore Road Gazebo 
on Nov. 29. 

Cheermeisters braved 
the cold and came out in 
droves — despite the pour-
ing rain — to celebrate 
Christmas with caroling 
and hot cocoa. It really 
got people in the holiday 
spirit, said one reveler.

“It defi nitely got you in 
the mood for Christmas it 
was just such a nice event 
hearing the songs,” said 
Holly Bakke, who lives 
in the neighborhood and 
came out with her daugh-
ter. “It was a beautiful 
thing.”

Locals gathered in the 
nearby Shore Hills com-
plex after the illumination, 
and students from The 
Guild for Exceptional Chil-
dren and Fort Hamilton High 
School crooned Christmas 
classics. And Santa stopped 
by to meet kids and take re-
quests for holiday gifts. Meet-
ing St. Nick was an unforget-

table experience for one trio 
of brothers, said a parent.

“The kids really looked 
forward it and were very 
excited to meet Santa,” said 
Eva Marie Lane, who came 

out with her sons Matthew, 
James, and Ryan. “It’s a won-
derful way to ring in the hol-
iday season and it’s always 
nice to get involved in com-
munity events.” 

Tree’s company!
Shore Road Park lights up for the holidays

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a beloved holiday tradition.

Hundreds of families from all over 
the borough came out to watch the neigh-
borhood light up with holiday spirit dur-
ing Brooklyn Democratic Party Boss 
Frank Seddio’s annual Christmas dis-
play in Canarsie on Dec. 4.

Seddio decked his Flatlands Av-
enue house with 150,000 colorful 
light bulbs and window displays — 
and handed out candy canes to all 
the kids. Choir students from a local 
school entertained the crowd with 
holiday tunes, and locals could feel 
the warmth in the cold air, said one 
area mom.

“They did liven up the crowd, and 
help us forget about the cold weather 
that we had been standing out in,” said 
Myleen Hernandez, whose son attends 
PS 115. “I just thought it was spectacu-
lar. It’s so nice what Mr. Seddio does 
for the community, for the children, 
and it’s a nice house and defi nitely 
stands out. The festivities 
were just amazing.” 

The holiday extrava-
ganza was Seddio’s 30th — 
though it really began with 
the home’s previous owner 
in 1963.

Each year, Seddio 
chooses to honor a late lo-
cal leader who has made 
a difference in the com-
munity at the event, and 
this year, the community 
remembered the late Ken 
Thompson, who served as 
Kings County District At-
torney before his  sudden 
death earlier this fall , said 
Seddio.

“Ken was an extraor-
dinary man, he was a gen-
tleman at all times. I got 
to know him pretty well. 

Ken was making a difference in the job 
he had before he died so suddenly,” he 
said. “He will be well remembered on 
the mark he made in the justice system, 
his ability to address system on wrong-
ful convictions, and I think his hall-
mark will be carried out by his succes-
sors.”

Seddio, who also puts out a merry-go-
round and Ferris wheel, even got Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus make their way to Canarsie 
to listen to all of the boys’ and girls’ wish 
lists.

Every part of the evening lifted 
the holiday spirits of one Sheepshead 
Bay resident and her daughter, she 
said.

“It was amazing, always is,” said 
Vanessa Wein Vaccarao, whose daugh-
ter Isabella enjoyed meeting Santa 
Claus and his reindeer. “I don’t have a 
favorite, everything is amazing. She sat 
there waiting for the lights, and waiting 
for the reindeer to come and got all ex-
cited.”

CHRISTMAS IN CANARSIE: Brooklyn Democratic Party Boss Frank Seddio lit up his house for 
the holidays on Dec. 4.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

O, CHRISTMAS TREE!: A loyal crowd of Bay Ridgites came out in force 
for the tree lighting on Nov. 29 despite the pouring rain. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Beloved Holiday Traditions

Sunset spark!

CHRISTMAS WITH CLAUS: Victor Tenisaca 
and his sweater-clad pug Shiloh came out to 
spend the evening with Santa. 
 Photo by Joshua Winata

Tree-lighting welcomes 
Christmas season

Seddio lights up Canarsie home

Continued on page 8LIGHTING UP THE NEIGHBORHOOD: Seddio’s house.
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

“If You Dream It... 

You Can
   Drive It.”

Ready for the Ultimate Car buying experience?
Gem Auto Leasing is happy to provide this free service  

to consumers and businesses to keep your  
auto buying experience fun and hassle free.

We Do The Work For You. 
Bring in our competitors price quote in writing  

and Gem Auto will beat it! 

ONE STOP SHOPPING - ALL MAKES & MODELS

www.Gemautoleasing.com

35+ Years 
Automotive Experience

35+ Yearsrsrs

1809 Gravesend Neck Road
(Bet. E.18 & E.19 St.)

Brooklyn, New York 11229

718-646-GEM1(4361)

BY RUTH BROWN
Items that represent some 
of the greatest innova-
tions in human history 
are proudly displayed in 
the halls of America’s most 
venerable museums: The 
Wright Brothers’ plane is at 
the National Air and Space 
Museum in Washington 
D.C., Steve Wozniak’s Apple 
1 is at the Computer History 
Museum in California, the 
fi rst telephone directory 
is held by the Connecticut 
Historical Society.

Yet the fi rst sign to ever 
welcome drivers to the 
Borough of Kings is wast-
ing away in a storage room 
of a Coney Island restau-
rant.

Former Borough Pres-
ident Sebastian Leone’s 
“Welcome to Brooklyn” 
sign — a precursor to the 
popular highway signs 
that greet and say goodbye 

to drivers at the entrances 
and exits of our borough 
— is languishing out the 
back of Gargiulo’s Italian 
Restaurant in Coney Is-
land.

The former Beep  passed 
away last month at 91,  but 
his greatest legacy — the 
iconic sign that once stood 
on the Belt Parkway at 
the foot of the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge and  fea-
tured in the opening titles 
of “Welcome Back, Kotter”  
— is in storage at the sto-
ried W. 15th eatery. Leone 
brought the national trea-
sure there for a farewell 
party after his reign ended 
in 1976 and never took it 
with him, according to the 
proprietor.

“They had a retirement 
dinner here and it has been 
here since,” said Gargiu-
lo’s co-owner Nino Russo. 
“I asked Sebastian if he 

wanted it back and he said 
no.”

The sign, which fetes 
the borough as “the fourth 
largest city in America” 
and lists Leone as the bor-
ough president,  reappeared 
in 2010 when Russo loaned 
it to then-Borough Presi-
dent Marty Markowitz  so 
he could put it on display 
in Borough Hall, but only 
with the understanding 
that the Neapolitan eatery 
get it back when Markow-
itz left his post. 

Gargiulo’s has put the 
placard on display to the 
public in the past, and 
Russo says he still hauls 
it out whenever the pasta 
palace hosts Brooklyn-re-
lated functions, but he’s 
currently looking for a per-
manent place to show it off 
— maybe he’ll put it in the 
parking lot.

The sign’s signifi cance 

goes well beyond its star-
ring role alongside Gabe 
Kaplan — Leone commis-
sioned the piece during his 
six-year stint as the bor-
ough’s supreme leader in 
the dark days of the 1970s, 
when most people outside 
Brooklyn didn’t consider 
it the kind of place you’d 
want to brag about. But the 
Bensonhurst-born Beep 
felt it was important to sing 

Kings County’s praises 
from the rooftops — or at 
least the Belt Parkway.

“In those days, you al-
ways had to be Brooklyn-
positive,”  Leone told this 
newspaper in 2010 . “I used 
to say, ‘One out of every 80 
people that live in Amer-
ica live in Brooklyn! If 
you consider people that 
were born here, worked 
here, and have relatives 

here, then one out of 10 
people have some affinity 
for Brooklyn!’ ”

There is still some mys-
tery around the exact prov-
enance of the sign in Gar-
giulo’s — it features a red 
and blue star-spangled 
border that is not present 
on the one in the opening 
sequence of the classic sit-
com. Some believe this is 

Sign of the times

BEEP, BEEP: Former Borough Presidents Marty Markowitz and Sebastian Leone mount the “Welcome 
to Brooklyn” sign at Borough Hall in 2010 alongside Gargiulo’s owner Nino Russo, who now has the 
placard back in his possession.  File photo by Tom Callan

Former Boro President Leone is dead, but 
where is his iconic ‘Welcome to Brooklyn’ sign? 

Continued on page 9
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma
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Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE
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because it was spruced up 
for America’s bicentennial 
in 1976, others that there 
were two signs. 

And at least one other 
similar “Welcome to 
Brooklyn” sign is out there 
somewhere — one that 
bore Leone’s successor 
Howard Golden’s name, 

and featured in  the open-
ing to the fi nal 1979 season  
of “Kotter.” But Golden 
believes that one was cre-
ated by and subsequently 
returned to the studio be-
hind the show, according 
to one borough politico.

“They took it back 
when the show ended,” 
said Kings County Demo-
cratic establishment leg-
end Steve Cohn, relaying 
Golden’s take. 

Leone’s death came  just 
as the federal government 
began scolding  New York 
state for putting its own 
fl ashy “I heart N.Y.” signs 
on highways last month, 
which the Feds claim are 
a dangerous distraction to 
drivers.

But D.C. should just 
fuhgeddaboudit, says Ma-
rokowitz,  who erected the 
newer eye-catching “Wel-
come to Brooklyn” signs  

reading “Believe the hype!” 
and “Not just a borough, 
an experience” during his 
time behind the wheel — he 
and Leone already proved 
they’re harmless displays 
of civic pride.

“I’m not a traffi c en-
gineer, but whether it’s 
Brooklyn or other places 
across America, I think 
it’s an opportunity for 
boosterism,” says Ma-
rokowitz. 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

ing marriage, or commit-
ting murder with various 
celebrities, the game sug-
gests various wacky and 
sometimes fi lthy activities 
with a wide variety of sub-
jects. 

Players might guess, 
for example, that the Yeti 
would “tongue bathe” (ac-
tion) “a coked-out unicorn” 
(object), “star in a buddy 
cop fl ick with” (action) “Jeff 
Goldblum” (object), and “f-
--------” (action) “a jar of ex-
pired mayonnaise” (object). 
The real fun comes from 
players explaining the logic 
behind their choices, said 
Bryan.

“I think it’s the reason-
ing that’s so hilarious,” 
said Wilson. “Hearing peo-
ple explain why they would 
make a skin suit out of Don-
ald Trump, or shag on a 
shag rug, or milk Pocahon-
tas — that’s where it gets 
really funny. The content 
is funny, but seeing what 
people do with it is where it 
gets even funnier.” 

The Cobble Hill cou-
ple have also invented the 
game “Schmovie” — a card 
game in which players in-
vent funny movie titles, 
produced through their 
company  Galactic Sneeze . 

The company fuses their 
backgrounds — Wilson has 
worked in advertising and 
Farber has designed toys 
for major companies such 
as Fisher-Price, Sesame 
Workshop, and Mattel.

For “Spank the Yeti,” 
Farber and Wilson had to 
come up with 200 action 
cards, sometimes invent-
ing new terms such as 
“Dumpsterhump” and re-
searching raunchy acts, 
including “Blumpkin” 
and “Cleveland steamer,” 
which are actions our 
readers should avoid look-
ing up on the Internet. But 
the lurid acts aren’t just 
for s---- and giggles, said 
Wilson.

“We didn’t want it to 
be dirty for the sake of 
being dirty, we wanted 
to put our own twist 
on the ‘f- - -, marry, kill’ 
model,” he said. “And I 
think we hit the nail on 
the head.” 

“Spank the Yeti” is sold 
at  several stores in Brook-
lyn , including Twenty 
Sided Store [362 Grand St. 
at Marcy Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 963–1578, 
www.twentysidedstore .
com] and at Mama Says 
Comics Rock [306 Court St. 
at Degraw Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 797–3464, 
www.mamasayscomics.
com].

Continued from page 1 
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BY ADAM ULLIAN
It’s time to check your 
Privilege!

The comedy show 
“Brown Privilege,” 
hosted by comedian Sau-
rin Choksi and DJ Sareen 
Patel, thrives on the syn-
ergy between its co-hosts, 
who grew up together in 
Texas. The show, which 
happens on the third 
Tuesday of every month, 
has brought some nota-
ble names over the last 
12 months to Friends and 
Lovers in Crown Heights, 
making a point to show-
case comedians of color. 
We chatted with the hosts 
about their tag-team ap-
proach to creating an inti-
mate setting for diversity 
and laughter.

What’s the 
experience of 
sharing the stage 
with a DJ?

Saurin Choksi: I 
think it’s really fun be-
cause we’ve known each 
other so long. At the top 
of the show either we’ll 
riff on things together 
or he might chime in or 
throw in sound effects to 

punch up certain jokes. 
We have a shared back-
ground with our family 
and our parents, so some-
times we’re just casually 
talking about what’s go-
ing on in their lives. Hav-
ing him as a DJ is what 
gives the show its person-
ality.

Sareen Patel: The 
thing we always say is he’s 
like Letterman and I’m 

like Paul Shaffer on the 
side.

SC: That is something 
you would always say. 

What’s the meaning of 
“Brown Privilege?”

SP: I thought of the 
name for a music album 
I put out a couple of years 
ago. First it was just a 
name, trying to be funny 
and provocative and 
catchy all at the same time 

without it being too “in 
your face.” [It was] just 
kind of a playful jab. Af-
ter that it became more of 
an umbrella for our whole 
vibe.

How would you 
describe that 
vibe?

SC: I think it’s repre-
sentative of the neighbor-

TWO CAN PLAY AT THIS SHOW: Comedian Saurin Choksi, left, and DJ Sareen Patel host the month-
ly “Brown Privilege” comedy show in Crown Heights.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Childhood duo hosts comedy 
show in Crown Heights

NAUGHTY CREATION: Cobble Hill couple Sarah Farber and Bryan 
Wilson created the game “Spank the Yeti,” in which players predict 
which lewd acts their friends might commit with celebrities and 
mythical creatures. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

SIGN
Continued from page 4

Continued on page 9
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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in English about the To-
rah,” he said.

The bandwidth bucca-
neer doesn’t keep regular 
hours, but often goes on 
marathon sermon sprees 
that only break for the 
Sabbath, Russell said.

“It’s 24-6!” he said.
New York Public Radio 

became aware of the il-
licit transmission at 105.7 
after listeners started 
complaining about the 
odd interruption a few 
months back, but only re-
ported it to the Federal 
Communications Com-
mission three weeks ago 
after a fan called back 
saying the underground 
broadcast was becoming 
more frequent, according 
to an employee.

“It was very sporadic 
and intermittent, and 
we sat on it until he said, 
‘Holy cow, this pirate is up 
and running full force,’ ” 
said the network’s chief 
technology offi cer Steve 
Shultis.

Illicit radio stations 
are not uncommon in 

Brooklyn and Shultis has 
fi led complaints for six 
stations interfering with 
WQXR this year alone, 
which is fairly average, 
he said.

But what is unusual 
about this particular pi-
rate is its religious themes 
— in his 15 years as chief 
tech offi cer, Shultis has 
only come across one 
other bootleg Jewish sta-
tion. The more common 
Brooklyn pirate blasts Ca-

ribbean tunes during the 
warm seasons, usually in 
tandem with some block 
party, he said.

Shultis does expect the 
Feds to look into his com-
plaint eventually, but not 
anytime soon — investiga-
tions usually take between 
four and six months to 
kick into gear,  and recent 
budget cuts  haven’t made 
anything easier for the 
government’s radio regu-
lators, he said.

MC HAMMER-TIME: Patrick Russell hasn’t been able to enjoy 
WQXR 105.9’s classical programming since a bootleg Jewish ra-
dio pirate started broadcasting illegally three weeks ago. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued from page 1 

RADIO
lives in Park Slope. 

Open Source has 
hosted the open kitchen 
every December since its 
founding in 2008. Over 
the years, the volunteers 
have presented a wide 
range of art, including 
sculptures, videos, mu-
sic, and comedic sketches 
— and each one brings 
something unique to the 
table, said Wuhrer.

“Everybody can use 
the space in a different 
way, and every time you 
have a different host, you 
have a very different at-
mosphere — and I think 
that’s beautiful,” she 
said.

The evenings offer 
space to everyone, includ-
ing seasoned profession-
als showing their latest 
work, amateur artists 
who want to test some-
thing new, or the Girl 
Scout troupe who cooked 
for the gallery on Dec. 2. 
The door is open to any-
one who signs up and pre-
pares a meal, said the gal-
lery’s director. 

“We wanted this event 
to make the community 
feel welcome,” said Shauna 
Sorensen. “The walls are 
empty so people are wel-
come to hang a show how-
ever they want. We have a 
projector to show their fi lm 
or whatever. It’s totally up 
to them.”

The annual event 
draws an audience of 

regulars, said Sorensen, 
mostly local residents, 
friends of artists, and 
one or two homeless peo-
ple. 

“It’s a lot of commu-
nity members and resi-
dents in the neighbor-
hood who come year after 
year,” she said. “We do 
some outreach to home-
less shelters and soup 
kitchens.”

A few nights this 
month are still open for 
 anyone who wants to vol-
unteer .

Soup Kitchen at Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969, 
www.open-source-gallery.
org]. Daily in December at 
7 pm. Free. 

SOUP
Continued from page 1

modeled gowns by local 
dress shop Anay’s Bou-
tique’s to bring something 
new to the annual event. 
Santa Claus was on hand, 
too, listening to kids’ 

Christmas wishes and 
handing out goodie bags 
with candy canes, festive 
pencils, and stickers. 

The arbor illumina-
tion was a big hit and 
brought the community 
closer together, said one 
local. 

“It really was a great 

community event,” said 
Julixa Campusano, owner 
of Anay’s Boutique and 
a member of the Sunset 
Park Business Improve-
ment District. “It’s giving 
back to the community 
and having a little free 
entertainment is always 
nice.” 

TREE
Continued from page 3

Enrico Ascher, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

Natalie Marks, MD

Anil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family.

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think
They are known to be “silent killers”

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist

WWW.VASCULARNYC.COM

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Pkwy, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 347–533–8477

Boro Park:
960 50th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

Tel: 718–438–3800
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might not be without an 
indie bookstore for long 
— former BookCourt em-
ployee and author Emma 
Straub  announced on 

her website on Tuesday  
that she and her husband 
are planning on opening 
her own shop in the area 
called Books Are Magic. 
She said she has secured 
some funds and has been 
looking at spaces, but did 
not offer any further de-

tails on the forthcoming 
store. 

Go do all your Christ-
mas shopping at BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–3677, 
www.bookcourt.com]. Clos-
ing Dec. 31.

setbacks , as was recently 
the case with the Kings 
Highway and  Park Slope 
branches , but sometimes 
by stranger factors, as 
when a  termite infestation 
prolonged the Fort Ham-
ilton branch’s reconstruc-
tion .

The Brooklyn Public 
Library system sends out 
bookmobiles when it closes 
branches are for extended 
periods and there will be 
one lending tomes for kids 
and adults in Brighton 

Beach on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, said Ledddy.

But the stacks-on-wheels 
aren’t good enough, be-
cause they don’t have com-
puters and periodicals, said 
Ben-Po.

“I use it, but it’s not a 
library with newspapers, 
computers,” he said. “I like 
to use everything.”

Offi cials were sending 
Brighton Beachers to the 
Sheepshead Bay branch, 
but that outfi t is out of 
commission Nov. 28–Dec. 
4 while contractors install 
new wired computer tables. 
The overlapping closures is 
short, but it was silly plan-

ning, and avid readers de-
serve at least one local 
branch said library user 
Martin Gangursky dur-
ing a Nov. 29 Community 
Board 15 meeting.

“Brighton Beach Li-
brary is still closed, and 
they’re recommending to 
go to Sheepshead Bay Li-
brary, but that’s closed now 
too,” he said. “What are 
they going to do, close ev-
ery library? It’s very poor 
planning.”

The next closest library 
is the Coney Island branch 
[1901 Mermaid Ave., be-
tween W. 19th and W. 20th 
streets, (718) 265–3220].

LIBRARY

BOOKCOURT

Continued from page 2

Continued from page 2

NOT HAPPY: Brighton Beacher Joseph Ben-Po is angry the Brighton Beach Library is still under con-
struction even though it was supposed to open in November. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

hood and a lot of the dis-
cussions that are going 
on right now in our cul-
ture as far as inclusive-
ness, diversity, and rep-
resentation. It should be 
fun and funny, and that’s 
the number one priority. 
[The show] is inherently 
diverse, and I don’t know 
how much people have to 
talk about that, but they 
are [diverse] because of 

who they are.

Have there been 
any outlandish 
sets?

SC: We had Dylan Mar-
ron on the show and he 
had a set that required ev-
eryone to get up off their 
chairs, move their chairs 
to the side, and dance the 
hokey-pokey with their 
phones. The audience was 
really on board to just go 
along with it. It’s exciting 
and fun to see guys like 
Roy Wood, Jr. or Liza Trey-

ger come and just close 
out the show and just be 
hitting it so hard and see-
ing the audience reacting 
to that in the moment. It’s 
cool to see people who per-
form at big clubs or the-
aters in this smaller room, 
just crushing it.

“Brown Privilege” at 
Friends and Lovers [641 
Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights, (917) 
979–3060, www.fnlbk.com]. 
Next show Dec. 20 at 8 pm. 
Free.

COMEDIANS
Continued from page 6

We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down 

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

718-238-0030

MONDAYS TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS

SATURDAYSFRIDAYSTHURSDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS &  
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB  
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA  

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

2 FOR 1  
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S: DRINK & BUCKET SPECIALS ALL DAY  HALF PRICE WINGS 7PM-CLOSE  PRIZES RAFFLED EVERY WEEK!

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL
718-238-9260 

PASTARIA

717 86st Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade pasta 
& grandma-style piz za.

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram
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her an “ISIS b----” before 
threatening her life, police 
offi cials claim.

“I will cut your throat. 
Go back to your country,” 
the man allegedly screamed 
at Elsokary — one of few 
Muslim offi cers who wears 
a hijab on duty, according 
to the department’s Mus-
lim Offi cers Society.

But Elsokary is a hero — 
and a native New Yorker.

She rushed into a burn-
ing Williamsburg building 
and rescued a baby and its 
grandmother in 2014, earn-
ing her a service award for 
her bravery.

Elsokary joined the po-
lice department shortly af-
ter 9-11, and her Muslim faith 
was a major motivator, ac-
cording to Mayor DeBlasio.

“She sought to show 
people that the terrible acts 
of that day contradicted the 
teachings of Islam,” he said 
at a 2014 Ramadan dinner 
at Gracie Mansion. “And 
so she became a police of-
fi cer. Because she wanted 
to demonstrate her faith 
through service.”

Cops picked up a 36-year-
old man at his Ridge Boule-
vard apartment on Sunday 
and charged him with him 
with menacing as a hate 
crime and aggravated ha-
rassment.

The incident is the lat-
est in a growing number of 
bias crimes reported across 
the city since the Nov. 8 
election, one area pol said.

“While the current po-
litical climate seems to 
have given false permis-

sion to unveil racist and 
vile comments, be it known 
that this great City, the 
melting pot of the world, 
will not fall victim to this 
disgusting behavior,” said 
Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge).

Elsokary put bigots on 
watch during a Dec. 5 press 
conference at Borough Hall.

“My message to the com-
munity is that this is not go-
ing to be accepted and that 
I have faith in Allah and 
have faith in our justice sys-
tem that they’re not going to 
allow this to happen,” said 
Elsokary. “So for those who 
have the idea that they can 
continue to taunt us, it’s not 
going to be accepted and we 
will stand up to them. I can 
stand up for my sisters, and 
I know that there are other 
people who will stand up.”

Borough President Ad-
ams blamed President-
Elect Trump directly for 
the spike in hate crimes 
since the election, and he 
has asked The Donald for 
a meeting in Trump Tower 
in the coming days — Ad-
ams has not gotten a re-
sponse but said he will “do 
it Brooklyn-style and show 
up anyway” if he must.

Continued from page 1 
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18 Month CD

www.brfcu.org 
718-680-2121

 718-934-6809

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings. 

Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY
is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn 
Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

20 Month CD

39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

HERO: Offi cer Aml Elsokary, 
who was harassed while off 
duty for being a Muslim, won an 
award for her police service in 
2015. NYPD
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Zum Stammtisch
Restaurant 

From Europe to New York...
Authentic German

Dining & Experience
LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 

STAMMTISCH PORK STORE
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