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nifi cantly more girth than Brooklyn’s 
and  netted the Guinness World Record 
for the title in 2006 . 

“This is wider and weighs more. 
There’s no comparison,” Butman  told 
this paper in 2014 .

But Hecht has long maintained that 
his is the tallest because it sports a cen-
tral candle — or shamash — that is six 
inches taller than his counterpart’s.

To promote his claim, Hecht created 
a website called www.worldslargest-
menorah.com, which remains online 
despite the court’s decision. 

But the Rabbinical court — essen-
tially an arbitration process, where 
both parties agree to abide by the rul-
ing — was more interested in the issue 
of branding than physical size, and how 
Hecht’s claim to have the world’s larg-
est menorah could negatively affect 
Butman’s, which predated the Kings 
County one by several years, accord-
ing to a rabbi familiar with the case.

“The case was about the brand-
ing, not the reality of what’s larger or 
shorter,” said the rabbi, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

As a result of the court’s decision, 
Hecht will have to re-brand his meno-
rah, although his main focus — as ever 
— will be promoting the lighting event 
at Grand Army Plaza, his son said.

“The menorah is the same meno-
rah,” Moshe Hecht said. “We’re really 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It is the world’s largest menorah no 
more-a!

A rabbinical court has forbidden a 
Park Slope rabbi from promoting the 
massive menorah that has spread Ha-
nukkah cheer at Grand Army Plaza 
since 1984 as the world’s largest, de-
creeing instead that the title belongs to 
a colossal candelabra on the godless is-
land of Manhattan.

The Chabad-Lubavitch court’s Dec. 
1 decision,  fi rst reported by the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Agency , ends  a years-
long feud  between Rabbi Shimon Hecht  
(right) and Crown Heights Rabbi Shm-

uel Butman — the man behind the com-
peting candleholder in Central Park 
— but the losing side says they aren’t 
kvetching about the results.

“We’re going to follow the court’s de-
cision,” said Rabbi Moshe Hecht, Shi-
mon Hecht’s son. 
“It is what it is.”

Both Hecht’s 
and Butman’s 
menorahs sit on a 
32-foot base — the 
maximum size per-
mitted under Jewish 
law — but the Big Ap-
ple version boasts sig-

Rabbis rob us of ‘Largest Menorah’ title 
in favor of shorter Manhattan candelabra 

STILL THE LARGEST IN OUR HEARTS: The Grand Army Plaza menorah can no longer be 
advertised as the ‘world’s largest,’ a panel of rabbis ruled  — that title belongs to a Manhat-
tan rival. File photo by Louise Wateridge 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’ll be the new Prospect Park 
West bike lane — for more reasons 
than one!

Hundreds of cyclists are de-
manding the city build a bike lane 
along Flatbush Avenue through 
Prospect Park  in a new petition  
— but locals predict longtime resi-
dents and motorists in the rapidly 
gentrifying neighborhoods nearby 
will fight the proposal, just as oth-
ers did in the  years-long battle  
over the park-adjacent bike lane 
in Park Slope. 

“It’s a great proposal,” said 
Community Board 9 member and 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens resi-
dent Tim Thomas, who signed the 
petition. “[But] I think it will cre-
ate a lot of negative feelings from 
longtime residents and drivers, 
not unlike the ‘fight’ on the other 
side of the park.” 

Since the petition went online 
three weeks ago, some 900 peo-

ple have added their digital John 
Hancocks, telling the city to build 
a two-way pedaling path protected 
by a line of parked cars between 

Grand Army Plaza and Empire 
Boulevard — which would likely 
end up taking space from vehicle 
traffic.

The “affluent” side of the park 
already has its lane on Prospect 
Park West — powerful locals sued 
to nix it, but proponents  finally 
won  the six-year court battle in 
September — and Lefferts Gar-
dens and Crown Heights riders 
who use Flatbush Avenue to get 
to and from their homes are sick 
of dodging drivers who treat the 
park-spanning roadway like it is 
the Indy 500, said the petition au-
thor.

“You have to worry about 
speeding cars, MTA buses, and 
dollar vans … I’ve come close to 
being swiped a few times,” said 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardener Cal 
DeJesus. “Some cyclists still ride 
in the street on that stretch, but 
I started riding on the sidewalk, 

Bike lane to the danger zone!

Continued on page 28

BURNED

TRAIL OF FEAR: Proponents of putting a 
bike lane through Prospect Park on Flat-
bush Avenue say the street is currently a 
hair-raising ride. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued on page 28

Flatbush Ave. path proposal has 100s of fans — but they expect a fi ght
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BY LAUREN GILL
They are beloved holiday traditions.

Two more Kings County Christ-
mas trees will illuminate the night 
after locals lit up firs outside Bor-
ough Hall and Boerum Hill’s Belaru-
sian Church on Thursday night. The 
former boasted kiddie performances 
and a visit from Santa, which one 
dad said made his daughter’s night. 

“It was great and a lot of fun — 
my kids enjoyed it,” said Kensing-
ton resident Nick Nienaber, who 
attended the Atlantic Avenue light-
ing for the first time this year. “My 
daughter liked talking to Santa.” 

Jolly old St. Nick helped light up 
the tree outside the Atlantic Ave-
nue church along with Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Boerum Hill) and 
gave hugs and candy canes to young-
sters, Neinaber said. 

Afterwards, his son showed off 

LIT UP: (Top) Borough Hall and its Christmas 
tree shine for the holiday season. (Above) 
Adorable local kids perform at the Belaru-
sian Church’s tree illumination festivities 
in Boerum Hill. (Right) Young Skye Wright 
strikes a pose in front of the church’s newly 
lit arbor. 

DOWNTOWN LIGHTS
Borough Hall, Atlantic Avenue Christmas trees are aglow

Continued on page 24
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By Laura Meltzer

See “Star Wars” like you’ve never seen 
it before — just like the writer!

A crew of comedians will act out 
the climactic scenes of four iconic films — 
including “Star Wars” — in a show written 
by people who never saw the originals. The 
creator of “Never Seen It,” happening on 
Dec. 17 at Park Slope’s Union Hall, said he 
was inspired by conversations that revealed 
how many of his friends had missed the 
foundational films of American culture.

“I’ve never seen ‘Jaws’ or any Indiana 
Jones movie, but I’ve seen ‘Con Air’ a 
dozen times, and that’s sort of a pattern for 
me and a lot of people I know,” said Kyle 

Ayers, who lives in Bushwick.
For the show this Saturday, Ayers and 

three other film Philistines have written 
their own endings to “Star Wars,” “12 
Angry Men,” “Annie Hall,” and “Miracle 
on 34th Street.” Through cultural osmosis, 
the writers generally have a very basic of 
idea of what their movie is about, but details 
can differ wildly — and that is where the 
fun happens for the audience.

“A lot of the fun is watching them play 
with, play off, or divert from the general 
idea,” said Ayers. “It’s fun for people who 
have seen the movie to watch, because they 
see the obvious differences, and it’s fun 
for people who haven’t seen the movies, as 

well, because they’re like ‘Well yeah, this is 
what I’d say happened too, probably.’ ”

Finding a comedian who had never seen 
“Star Wars” was easier than Ayers antici-
pated — it was first on the list when he 
asked Will Miles what popular films he had 
missed. His ignorance of the space opera 
was astounding, said Ayers.

“[‘Star Wars’] is such a pop-culture 
staple now that I thought even if you hadn’t 
seen it, you’d know beyond the gist of the 
show. Then I read Will’s script, and it turns 
out there are some people who really have 
no idea what’s going on in ‘Star Wars’, and 
Will is one of those people,” said Ayers. 
“No spoiler here, but Will has characters 

named ‘C-3PO’ and ‘Gold Guy’ in his ‘Star 
Wars’ rewrite.”

The show will also feature Jo Firestone’s 
take on “12 Angry Men,” Jean Grae’s 
“Annie Hall,” and Ayers re-writing one of 
his mother’s favorite Christmas movies: 
“Miracle on 34th Street.”

“I really tried to focus on the miracle 
aspect of this one, and I think it happens at 
a Macy’s? I hope it does,” he said. “Once 
again, this one gets messy.”

“Never Seen It” at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, www.union-
hallny.com]. Dec. 17 at 7:30 pm, $10 ($8 in 
advance).

Comedians re-write ‘Star Wars’ and other classic films
Farce awakens

A script far, far away from the plot: Comedians 
Will Miles, Jean Grae, and Kyle Ayers will act 
out the climactic moments of “Star Wars,” 
as written by Miles, who has never seen the 
famous space opera. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Park Slope’s gaming scene 
just entered a new dimension! 

A Union Street storefront 
is now home to Brooklyn’s 
fi rst and only virtual reality 
arcade, where digital adven-
turers can shell out $10 for 
10 minutes of reality-bending 
play that the proprietor guar-
antees will melt your mind.

“Everyone is blown away,” 
said Kishore Doddi of his new 
business VR Bar, between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues. 
“We haven’t had one unhappy 
customer.”

It may sound like a high 
price to pay for just a small 
taste of gaming’s new fron-
tier, but given the headsets 
and high-end computers used 
to power them can run as 
much as $3,000, it is actually 
an affordable way for cash-
strapped geeks to get their 
hands on the latest technol-
ogy, Doddi says.

“Cost-wise, it’s defi nitely 
not very accessible, and you 
need a certain amount of 
technological acumen to oper-
ate the system,” he said. “It’s 
very hard for the average con-
sumer to have one of these in 
their home.”

“VR Bar” is a bit of a mis-
nomer — the space is more 
like a living room than a wa-
tering hole, and you can’t buy 
booze. The arcade sports two 
Vive headsets, plus television 

screens so other people can 
watch what the players are 
doing in their artifi cial reali-
ties.

Vive is not as well-known 
as rival device Oculus Rift, 
but Doddi says he likes it bet-
ter — Oculus users have to 
stay stationary, while Vivers 
can stroll around their digital 
worlds and duck and weave 
as virtual bullets fl y at their 
heads.

The difference is especially 
evident in Google’s painting 
program “Tilt Brush,” which 
allows users to sculpt three-
dimensional images and then 
walk around and through 
their creations.

“Your movement in the 
actual playing area is trans-
lated into the VR experience,” 
said Doddi, a former software 

developer. “So if you point 
at something on the north 
wall of your building, it will 
stay there and you can move 
around and come back to it, 
and it will still be there.”

VR Bar has a rotating li-
brary of between 10 and 20 
games and experiences on of-
fer, which change based on 
Doddi’s licensing agreements 
with publishers. 

Right now, you can bring 
the iPhone favorite “Fruit 
Ninja” to life — using the 
Vive’s dual controllers as ra-
zor-sharp samurai swords 
to slash through falling wa-
termelons and grapefruit — 
blast through hordes of the 
undead in “Brookhaven Ex-
periment,” or enjoy a surreal 
take on your mundane exis-
tence with “Job Simulator,” 
a favorite amongst young-
sters where players can either 
muddle their way through a 
number of routine offi ces and 
cooking jobs or throw staplers 
at their bosses. 

Virtual reality users have 
in the past reported getting 
motion sickness from the ex-
perience, also known as “sim-
ulator sickness,” but Doddi 
claims that advances in the 
technology have more or less 
ironed out that particular 
kink — although it does still 
happen occasionally. 

“It happens pretty rarely,” 

LOST IN SPACE: VR Bar owner Kishore Doddi shows off his multi-dimensional games. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY LAUREN GILL
It wasn’t a facade. 

The developer  building a 
massive housing complex  on 
the site of the former Long 
Island College Hospital fi led 
plans for two towers last 
Wednesday,  dashing some 
residents’ hopes  that its ear-
lier threats to build a high-
rise over the Cobble Hill His-
toric District were just a bluff 
to push residents into sup-
porting a rezoning. 

But, just as promised, the 
plans show builder Fortis 
Property Group is planning 
a 15-story residential struc-
ture on a low-rise brownstone 
stretch of Henry Street, con-
fi rming locals’ worst fears 
that their brownstone-lined 
nabe will soon be overshad-
owed by tall buildings.

“It’s always a punch in the 
gut to see towers in Cobble 
Hill,” said Amy Breedlove, 
president of local civic group 
the Cobble Hill Association.

The Henry Street build-
ing, between Pacifi c and Am-
ity streets, will include 30 
apartments, a 21-car garage, 
and a swimming pool, ac-
cording to the plans. 

There will also be a 
17-story high-rise on Hicks 
Street and Atlantic Avenue 
that includes 46 units on the 
top nine fl oors, six fl oors 
of community facilities — 
which can be used by hospi-
tals and churches, but  also 
as college dorms  — and a 
four-story parking garage for 
282 cars  that may also serve 
a new medical center next 
door.  

The developer’s honchos 

 had threatened  to build 
glassy towers over the land-
marked low-rise district if lo-
cal residents and pols didn’t 
support their efforts to re-
zone the land so they could 
build more units than is cur-
rently allowed. In exchange, 
they said, they’d erect a less-
ugly complex farther away 
from the historic district. 

When residents didn’t 
bite, the real estate tycoons 
 announced in November  that 
they will just go ahead with 
structures allowed under 
current zoning, and Cobble 
Hill Association members 
crossed their fi ngers that the 
developer’s earlier threats 
were all bluster. 

But the plans fi led Wednes-
day are broadly similar  to 
those presented to the com-
munity in October last year , 
give or take a few stories. 

Breedlove says it’s dis-
appointing to see Fortis go 
through with building on the 
edge of the landmarked thor-
oughfare, but hardly surpris-
ing given the fi rm is trying 
to squeeze as much cash as it 
can from the project. 

“We don’t want that height 
on the east side of Henry 
Street,” she said. “But it’s 
understandable given that a 
developer wants to take the 
maximum [building area] to 
make the most money.”

The two towers represent 
just a small part of the entire 
development — Fortis still 
hasn’t fi led plans for the bulk 
of the complex in the two 
blocks bounded by Hicks, 
Henry, and Amity streets 
and Atlantic Avenue.

LICH developer 
reveals plans 

for fi rst towers

SKY SCRAPING: The buildings in question are the smaller ones on the 
far left and right. Fortis hasn’t fi led plans for the rest — yet. FXFOWLE

In-depth investigation!
Boro’s fi rst VR arcade opens in Park Slope

A STEP-UP FROM MS PAINT: VR 
Bar has Google game “Tilt Brush,” 
where you can paint in three di-
mensions. Google

Continued on page 24
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L E T  O U R  F A M I L Y  H E L P  Y O U R 

F A M I L Y  I N  Y O U R  T I M E  O F  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224  718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - 

   Simple cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment

  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan 
for only $25-$50 
a month

BY LAUREN GILL
Who’s a good boy?

The American Society 
for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals honored a 
pit bull puppy who thwarted 
a rape in a Red Hook park 
last month with a ceremony 
last Thursday afternoon, and 
the organizer says she hopes 
the celebrations will send a 
message to the world that the 
much-maligned breed is just 
misunderstood. 

“I saw the news and said 
we have to do something be-
cause the breed is terribly 

discriminated against,” said 
Jean Shafi roff, a Manhattan 
philanthropist and animal 
rights activist who put to-
gether the ceremony. 

Five-month-old Apollo 
and his human Maya Fair-
weather were out walking 
in the Red Hook Recreation 
Area on the evening of Nov. 
28 when a perv grabbed her 
by her jacket and pushed her 
to the ground as he tried to 
pull down her pants, accord-
ing to Fairweather.

But the pup stopped the 

Hero pit bull honored
PUPPY POWER: Red Hook pit bull pup Apollo thwarted a rape.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini 

BY LAUREN GILL
Vander-build it and they will 
come! 

The city is outfi tting a his-
toric stretch of Vanderbilt Av-
enue in Prospect Heights with 
ornate light fi xtures just like 
those that used to illuminate 
the street a century ago, and 
local leaders hope they will 
attract hordes of people look-
ing to get a taste of old timey 
Kings County to the retail cor-
ridor.

“When people think about 
this part of Brooklyn, they 
think of the historic architec-
ture and these lights will re-
ally help enhance that expe-
rience,” said Gib Veconi, who 
is the head of neighborhood 
group the Prospect Heights 
Development Council. “We’re 
trying to do things to make it 
a more exciting and attractive 
destination for people all over 
the city.” 

Fifty of the cast-iron fi x-
tures will replace the cur-
rent drab, modern lights on 
the brownstone-lined strip 

between Atlantic Avenue and 
Plaza Street. 

Veconi’s group has been 
pushing to get the traditional 
street lamps for fi ve years, and 
Borough President Adams just 
produced the funds to make it 

happen by allotting $575,000 
from taxpayer coffers for the 
fancy light fi ttings. 

The grant will cover the en-
tire cost of the lamps and their 
installation, and the Beep also 
hopes they will translate into 
more moolah for the thorough-
fare’s traders. 

“Vanderbilt Avenue is one 
of our borough’s most excit-
ing commercial strips, and 
the new historic street light-
ing … will add true charac-
ter and charm that translates 
into economic benefi t,” said 
Adams. 

That stretch of Vanderbilt 
Avenue is part of the Pros-
pect Heights Historic District, 
so both the local community 
board and Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission had to 
sign off on the addition.

For those who can’t wait to 
see what the lights will look 
like once they’re up, there are 
a handful of similar posts up 
already in Grand Army Plaza 
and Eastern Parkway, Veconi 
said. 

The fi xture’s in!
Old-timey lamps coming to Vanderbilt Ave. 

LIT: Lamp lover Gib Veconi shows 
off the new lights — already seen 
here in Grand Army Plaza — that 
will be installed on Vanderbilt Av-
enue in Prospect Heights.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued on page 24
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Sign
me up!

HEALTH CARE 
FOR $0 or $20
Per Month.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

BY RUTH BROWN
There will be no weekend 2 and 3 train 
service in Brooklyn for more than a 
year while the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority repairs the line’s 
Hurricane Sandy-ravaged tunnel to 
Manhattan next year, the agency an-
nounced last Friday.

Kings County red-bullet riders 
won’t be stranded when the 56-week-
end closure starts in June — 4 and 5 
trains will hit all the local stops from 
Nevins Street station to New Lots Av-
enue and Flatbush Avenue-Brooklyn 
College stations, respectively.

But Clark Street station in Brook-
lyn Heights and Downtown’s Hoyt 
Street stop will be out of commission 
during those weekends.

And it will add roughly four-and-a 
half minutes to the average commute 
for some 205,000 weekend riders, ac-
cording to the agency. 

For those unfortunate Brooklynites 
who have to visit the far-off island of 
Manhattan on weekends — and the 
lucky Manhattanites who get to spend 
some time in the Borough of Kings — 
there will be free above-ground trans-
fers between the 4 and 5 Bowling Green 
stop and the Whitehall Street-South 
Ferry 1, 2, and R station.

The borough-connecting underwa-
ter passageway — offi cially called the 
Clark Street Tube — is in bad shape 
after the 2012 super-storm battered 
it with some 500,000 gallons of salt-
water, damaging tracks, signals, and 
switches, transit offi cials say.

After the Clark Street tunnel, 
the agency will also perform  simi-
lar weekend repairs to the F train’s 
Rutgers Street tunnel , and  close the 
L-train’s Canarsie tube full-time for 
a much-dreaded 18 months of patch-
ups .

A REAL NO. 2: Get used to seeing fewer of these on weekends. Photo by Louise Wateridge

RED ALERT!
No weekend 2 and 3 train service in 
Brooklyn starting spring next year

BROOOOKLYN, YOU DON’T HAVE TO PUT ON THE RED LIGHT: A map showing where the 4 
and 5 trains will stop on weekends next year. MTA
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Cleaning Completed By 1/15/16
Promo Code: 25NP

$25 OFF
ANY CLEANING SERVICE

FOR A CLEANER  HEALTHIER HOME™

1-800-STEEMER®  |   stanleysteemer.com
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Services:
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Nina’s Health and Wellness
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Manipulation of soft tissue to benefi t Mind, Body and Soul.

Where Healing Begins

BY LAUREN GILL
Downtown may be getting a 
little too suite for travellers’ 
tastes!

A 196-key Hilton just 
opened its doors on Jay and 
Schermerhorn streets — 
the fi fth hotel to open in the 
area in the past two years, 
and a sign the neighborhood 
could soon hit its capacity 
if the lodge-building frenzy 
doesn’t slow down, accord-
ing to an expert.

“I defi nitely think there’s 
a saturation of hotels,” said 
Colby Swartz, the managing 
director of hotel advisory 
fi rm Suzuki Capital. “I don’t 
know if [Brooklyn’s] the best 
locations for a new hotel site 
— yet alone a destination 
point to actually draw clien-
tele.” 

Between them, the new 
Hilton, Holiday Inn, Hamp-
ton Inn, Dazzler, and Even 
hotels have added 934 rooms 
to the area in the past two 
years, joining existing chain 
inns the Marriott, Hotel In-
digo, Sheraton, Aloft, and, of 

course,  the Brooklyn House 
of Detention-adjacent Nu Ho-
tel . 

Right now, the hotels’ 
main selling point is offering 
lower rates than their coun-
terparts across the river — a 
room at the Hilton in Man-
hattan on a recent Thurs-
day night cost at least $399, 
while a bed at the Brooklyn 
one was just $209, and guests 
say it is a great deal.

“I like to stay in Down-
town Brooklyn so I can do 
Brooklyn and Manhattan,” 
said Anne Marie Pellicano, 
who travels from Florida 
to Kings County on busi-
ness regularly, and recently 
stayed at the new Hilton — 
which she loved. “It’s half 
the price of what you pay in 
Manhattan.” 

But Downtown is hardly 
a tourist destination, Swartz 
said, and the glut of generic 
hotel brands are going to 
start struggling if they can’t 
differentiate themselves 
from one another by offer-
ing reduced rates or special 

amenities.
“Particularly when you’re 

in the Brooklyn area you def-
initely need to have a little 
more of a draw than ‘Hey, I 
have a hotel here,’ ” he said. 

Most of the Downtown ho-
tels offer similar prices be-
tween $200 and $300 a night 
and fairly standard ameni-
ties such as business centers 
and gyms — none of the roof-
top pools and award-winning 
restaurants of Williams-
burg’s boutique lodgings, or 
the bargain-basement prices 
of inns in industrial Gow-
anus.

Still, the hotels all seem 
to be doing good business 
right now, according to a lo-
cal real estate guru — and he 
thinks demand for beds will 
stay strong thanks to the ad-
dition of new entertainment 
options in the area such as 
Barclays Center and the 
massive City Point shopping 
complex. 

“There’s so much new ac-
tivity across the spectrum, 
I think the hotels all seem 

to be doing very well,” said 
Timothy King, a managing 
partner at Downtown’s Cpex 
Real Estate, which helps ho-
tels fi nd land in the area. 

One recent Hilton guest 

said he did want to stay 
in Manhattan, but came 
to Kings County when he 
couldn’t get a room there — 
and he wasn’t disappointed 

NEW KID ON THE BLOCK: A 196-key Hilton opened on Jay and Schermer-
horn streets earlier this month — just the latest in a hotel-building boom 
Downtown. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

We’re inn-undated!
Expert: Downtown hotels hitting saturation point

Continued on page 24
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AVIATOR GAME DAY
This Holiday Season Aviator Sports and Events Center makes a great destination for a 
variety of activities. In the 10 years that Aviator Sports and Events Center has served the 
families of New York City, a lot has changed. What’s stayed the same is the commitment 
by the coaches and staff to provide a fi rst-class destination for family fun...for people of 

all ages. Forget about hibernating this winter and join the fun here at Aviator! Aviator Game 
Day is here to bring you up to date information on activities that are happening at Aviator.  
Visit AviatorSports.com/GameDay for all registration information.

T

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

THIS MONTH AT AVIATOR

Aviator Athletics is a 
functional fi tness program 
is designed to increase 
strength, conditioning, 
power, speed, and endur-
ance as well as develop 
athletic ability and position-
ing. Our highly trained 
coaches use the latest 
in sports science and 
injury prevention to create 
a sports performance 
program specifi c to your 
needs. 
AviatorAthletics.com

Ice Academy Holiday Show
December 18th, 2016.
Aviator Ice Academy has been putting in work 
all year and presents their annual Holiday Ice 
Academy Show.  Come check out the show here at 
Aviator Sports and Events Center and watch them 
display the fruits of their labor! 

Better Late Than Never Quite 
Events Bash
January 7, 2017
We’re ringing the new year at Aviator Sports (a 
week late) with our Better Late Than Never Quiet 
Events Bash on January 7, 2017! Join us for a silent 
disco party, with 3 DJ’s spinning. You decide what 
you want to party to! 
DJ 1: Top 40 hits, Dance, Pop  
DJ 2:  The best of 80’s & 90’s, and 2K music!  
DJ 3: Hip-Hop, R&B.  
The event is free for Aviator Sports and Events 
Center members and all who attend will receive a 
free Champagne toast at midnight. 

Jr. Nets Basketball Camp - 
December 26th-29th, 2016
The Junior Nets Holiday Camp sessions establish 
the fundamentals of shooting, dribbling, defense, 
rebounding and in a more encouraging, youth-
friendly environment.

Aviator Sports and Events Center makes 
ice skating as convenient and fun as 
possible for all levels of skating. The only 
indoor rinks in NYC that are open 365 day 
year, you don’t have to worry about the 
weather.

There is something for everyone, offering various activities through party pack-
ages and add-ons. Now included in every birthday party the birthday child will 
be given a t-shirt for all their attendees to sign the shirts.

Throughout the school year, Aviator Sports offers Holiday Break Camp on most NYC school holidays.  This day program is 
an excellent solution on balancing work and life. Aviator will host a Holiday Break Camp from December 26-December 30th 
Aviatorsports.com/holiday-break-camps

This winter at Aviator Sports we have Winter Public Skating Specials including the Including 
Family Four Pack and Frequent Flyer 10 Pack. More information available at 
AviatorSports.com/public-ice-skating
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Dirty laundry
Cops cuffed a guy who they say 

tried to break into a Vanderbilt 
Avenue laundromat on Dec. 1.

A witness saw 19-year-old sus-
pect standing atop a car, attempt-
ing to break into the clothes-wash-
ing business near Prospect Place 
around 1:20 am, police said.

Bike swipe
A nogoodnik stole a man’s bike 

on Eastern Parkway sometime be-
tween Dec. 3 and Dec. 4.

The victim told cops he locked 
up his ride near Washington Ave-
nue around 9 pm on Dec. 3 and went 
to attend a museum show, but when 
he went back for his bike around 1 
pm the next day, it was gone.

Not so fast 
Cops arrested a teen who they 

say jumped a turnstile while car-
rying drugs at a Flatbush Avenue 
train station on Dec. 3. 

The 18-year-old allegedly tried 
to skip paying his fare at the plat-
form near Atlantic Avenue around 
8:22 am, police said. 

When offi cers caught up to the 
kid, they say they found drugs on 
him, according to the police re-
port.

Package prowler
A bandit raided a delivery box 

outside a woman’s Garfi eld Place 
home on Dec. 3.

The woman told authorities 
she was away visiting family and 
returned to fi nd naught but an 
empty box in front of her home 
near Eighth Avenue. 

— Alexandra Simon

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Phone it in
A crook broke into a guy’s Sul-

livan Street apartment on Dec. 12 
and stole his cellphone, offi cials 
said.

The victim told police the male-
factor broke in to his pad between 
Van Brunt and Conover streets 
through his front door at about 10 
am and swiped his Samsung Gal-
axy phone from his jacket pocket 
and then fl ed, offi cials said. 

Scared off
A good-for-nothing tried to 

break into a woman’s apartment 
on Dikeman Street on Dec. 12, po-
lice said.

The woman was in her home 
between Van Brunt and Richard 
streets at about 10 am when the 
crook pushed on the door. But some-
thing scared the would-be burglar 
away, according to authorities. 

Viral 
A cyber criminal swiped money 

from a woman after sending her a 
threatening message telling her 
she would get a computer virus if 
she didn’t pay $369 on Dec. 10, po-
lice said. 

The woman was on Amity Street 
near Henry Street when she re-
ceived a text message that her com-
puter software would go haywire if 
she didn’t give her bank informa-
tion to make the payment. 

The woman coughed up $360.99 
— but it all was a hoax, according 
to authorities. 

Bloody bar brawl
A malefactor punched a guy 

in the face outside a Van Brunt 
Street bar on Dec. 10, sending him 
to the hospital. 

The 60-year-old victim told po-
lice they were in front of the wa-
tering hole between Verona Street 
and Visitation Place at about 10:30 
pm when the brute socked him in 
the face, cutting on his lip. 

Emergency responders took 
the victim to New York Method-
ist Hospital, according to authori-
ties. 

Street brawl 
Cops collared a 32-year-old guy 

who they say punched a man on 
W. Ninth and Smith streets on 
Dec. 12.

The guy told police the suspect 
whacked him at about 9 am, ac-
cording to authorities.  

— Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Bad buy 
A baddie stabbed a guy and 

stole his new cellphone as he was 
leaving a Bond Street store on 
Dec. 7. 

The victim told cops he was 
walking to his car from the mobile 
phone store on Livingston Street 
at 5:30 pm when two fi lchers tried 
to grab the bag from his hand. 

The victim pushed one thief 
away but his accomplice pulled 
out a knife, stabbed the man in 
his arm, picked up the bag, and 
ran off, according to a report.

Three-stripe swipe 
A rogue swiped Adidas clothing 

from a Fulton Street store on Dec. 
1.

The purloiner lifted the duds 
from the display case in the shop by 
Red Hook Lane at 5:25 pm, stuffed 
it inside his bookbag, and left the 
store without paying, police said.

Pickpocketed 
A sneak stole a transit work-

er’s New York City Transporta-
tion Authority employee subway 
pass from his pocket inside the Jay 
Street station on Dec. 7. 

The worker had his pass when 
he entered the station on Wil-
loughby Street at 5:25 pm, but then 
a woman in a heavy coat bumped 
into him. 

Once he got home, he realized 
his pass was gone, authorities 
said.

Grab and go 
Some pilferer snatched a wom-

an’s wallet from her bag inside a 
Fulton Street shop on Dec. 9. 

The victim was browsing in-
timates in the store near Wil-
loughby Street at 4:45 pm with her 
purse over her shoulder. 

The pickpocket moved in and 
grabbed the wallet from her bag 
and fl ed, cops said.

Snooze and lose 
A n’er-do-well stole a wallet 

from a woman who was napping 
on a Coney Island-bound N train 
on Dec. 6.

The tired victim was riding 
the locomotive at around 6:40 pm 
when she fell asleep. 

When she awoke near the Pa-

cifi c and Fourth avenues station, 
she discovered that wom3 weasel 
had lifted her wallet containing 
$1,500. — Lauren Gill

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE–DYKER HEIGHTS

Backpack baddie 
A cad dragged a woman down 

the street by her backpack on 10th 
Avenue on Dec. 7, authorities said. 

The victim told police she was 
walking between 63rd and 64th 
streets at 1 am when a man grabbed 
her backpack from behind and 
dragged her to the ground. 

After dragging the woman sev-
eral feet, the brute ripped the bag 
free and bolted down the block, of-
fi cials said. 

Man without a van
A villain made off with a gro-

cery store’s van on Bay Ridge Av-
enue on Dec. 6, police said. 

The owner parked the black 
Ford Ecovan between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues and locked the 
doors, but when he returned at 
7:45 pm, the vehicle had vanished, 
according to authorities. 

The nose knows
Police arrested a man after 

they allegedly discovered a cache 
of drugs in his car on the corner 
of 92nd Street and Fourth Avenue 
on Dec. 9, according to a police re-
port. 

Offi cers pulled the man and his 
black Nissan Altima over at 1 am-
for failing to signal, offi cials said. 

When the suspect rolled down 
his window to speak with police, 
an excessive odor of marijuana 
emanated from the car, cops say. 

Upon further inspection, au-
thorities allegedly discovered the 
man was driving around with 35 
glassine envelopes containing 
heroin, 23 Ziploc bags of crack 
cocaine, and four plastic tubs of 
crack cocaine, police said. 

Close shave
A scoundrel stole a dozen razors 

from a Third Avenue drug store on 
Dec. 10, police said.

A witness at the store near Bay 
Ridge Parkway told police that at 
5:50 pm, he saw a man shove the 
shavers into a Century 21 shop-
ping bag. 

The bandit then fl ed on foot in 
an unknown direction, authorities 
said. — Caroline Spivack

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
facebook.com/citytech • @citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500 • WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Mayor Bill de Blasio to support the  

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel 

for low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Mayor de Blasio at 1-844-655-7468 
and urge him to support the Right to 
Council bill now!
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The filing period to take
the next Police Officer Exam

begins on December 27, 2016.
Visit our website for further details.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Bring Who You Are.

NYPDRECRUIT.COM
212-RECRUIT

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

VEHEMENT OPPOSITION: Sunset Parkers with activist groups Uprose and Friends of Sunset 
Park railed against the Mayor’s streetcar at a Community Board 7 meeting on the project. 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They’re calling it a streetcar named 
displacement.

Sunset Parkers railed against Mayor 
DeBlasio’s streetcar proposal when offi -
cials held a meeting to take community 
input on the Sunset Park-to-Queens trol-
ley on Dec. 12, claiming the only thing 
the trolley would be good for is jacking 
up their rents. DeBlasio, the  developers 
who fi rst fl oated the plan , and the city’s 
Economic Development Corporation 
all claim the $2.5-billion people-mover 
will connect locals to jobs elsewhere 
along the waterfront, but even the peo-
ple who would use it for just that believe 
the money would be better spent on im-
proved buses and maintain the plan is a 
gift to developers that will make Sunset 
Park too expensive for the people who 
live there, one said.

“Why spend so much money on in-
venting this whole new system when 
you could improve the buses and trains 
we all already use,” said Gloria Vargas, 
who lives along the proposed route in 
Sunset Park and works in Red Hook. 
“As someone who lives here, I don’t want 
or need this. Yeah, I could hop on it and 
head to work in Red Hook, but why do 
that when I already have the bus? And 
that’s because it’s not for us — it’s meant 
to bring others.”

The city  revealed potential routes  
for the so-called Brooklyn-Queens Con-
nector earlier this month and offi cials 
are in the midst of visiting community 
boards for feedback. But Sunset Park-
ers spent more than two hours waving 
protest signs and heckling city honchos 
when they came to make their pitch at 
Community Board 7 on Monday night.

Proponents expect the trolley to spur 
development on the waterfront and plan 
to fi nance the project with additional 
tax revenue reaped as a result of new 
construction. The plan will necessar-
ily cause gentrifi cation that will lead to 
higher rents and the displacement of lo-
cals, one critic said.

“It’s the fi nancing of the project — 
the fact that it relies on rising property 

values. It’s a self-fulfi lling prophecy be-
cause without the gentrifi cation there is 
no [streetcar],” said Ana Orozco, an or-
ganizer with local social-justice group 
Uprose. “This is for new residents that 
will be living in luxury developments 
near the waterfront.”

Councilman Carlos Menchaca (D–
Sunset Park) has previously said he 
 could not support the plan if it led to in-
creased rents .

“What was $800 for a one-bedroom is 
now almost $2,000, which is absolutely 
insane,” he  told Gothamist over the 
summer . “If this is going to accelerate 
that, I’m not for it.”

But the councilman refused to take 
a stance when locals publicly asked him 
on Monday.

Offi cials did not respond to concerns 
about displacement, but they did say 
the new rail would make locals more 
mobile.

“This is not a silver-bullet solution 
to all of New York City’s transporta-
tion problems, but this will really move 
the needle for greater transportation 
connectivity between the existing re-
sources which are city-wide ferry stops, 
different bus routes, subway lines, and 
Citi Bike stations,” said Emma Pfo-
hman.

But some locals maintained the cash 
would be better off in the state-run Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority’s 
hands.

“It just doesn’t make sense to pour 
so much into something new when 
there aren’t enough buses and it’s like 
being in a can of sardines,” said Sun-
set Parker Edward Avila. “The money 
could be better spent elsewhere.”

Even Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen has 
acknowledge the streetcar’s hulking 
cost compared to city buses.

“There will still be folks who argue 
(not crazily) that no matter where the 
money comes from, it is still more ex-
pensive than (bus rapid transit),” Glen 
wrote in an e-mail the Daily News ac-
quired via a public information re-
quest. “And that is true.”

A track attack!
Sunset Parkers protest trolley plan
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And the winner is…:
Jennifer Canavan of Sunset Park is now the proud owner of a 55-inch fl atscreen televi-
sion, compliments of P.C. Richard and Son — just because she reads her local Courier! 
At the request of her mom, Kathleen (who saw the contest advertised in the Bay Ridge 
Courier), Jennifer entered and won the drawing for the television, and she couldn’t be 
happier. “My mom told me to enter because I’m lucky,” she told us. “Maybe it’s because 
I’m born on 7-11.” P.C. Richard has just opened its newest superstore at Gateway Plaza 
off the Belt Parkway. Community News Group / Vince DiMiceli

MUNICIPAL CREDIT UNION
Municipal Credit Union is currently 
accepting applications for its 2017 
Scholarship Program. It will award 
$66,000 in grants to college-bound 
graduating high school seniors, in-
cluding eight memorial scholarships 
worth $5,000 and 13 grants of $2,000.  

 Eligibility for participation in 
the Municipal Credit Union Scholar-
ship Program is open to a member, a 
child, or a grandchild of a member in 
good standing. Selection is based on 
academic performance, extracurric-
ular and community activities, refer-
ences, and an essay expressing per-
sonal goals. Additionally, students 
applying for the scholarships who 
are also members will automatically 
be entered for a $500 statewide Pub-
lic Relations and Marketing Council 
Scholarship.   

 “MCU is deeply committed to sup-
porting the youth throughout the 
communities in which our members 
work and live. Our scholarship pro-
gram is one way we achieve this by 
recognizing and rewarding young 
people for their outstanding aca-
demic performance and community 
service,” said the credit union’s presi-

dent and chief executive offi cer Kam 
Wong. “We hope our scholarships 
will enable these students to achieve 
their goals and succeed in their fu-
ture endeavors.”  

 Last year, Abrielle Moore of Ca-
narsie was awarded the Julian I. Gar-
fi eld Memorial Scholarship. She used 
the $5,000 Municipal Credit Union 
scholarship to study business, entre-
preneurship, and organizations at 
Brown University.  

 Applications are available at the 
credit union’s Brooklyn branches at 
350 Jay St., 1560 Flatbush Ave., 2142 
Ralph Ave., and 1904 Surf Ave., and 
on its website, www.nymcu.org. The 
deadline for completed applications 
to be submitted is Jan. 6, 2017.   

 Municipal Credit Union will hold 
a special awards reception in the 
spring of 2017 to recognize the eight 
$5,000 scholarship winners.  

 The scholarships are part of the 
credit union’s long-standing, larger 
corporate commitment to youth educa-
tion, and fi nancial literacy across New 
York City. In addition to these scholar-
ships, it also awards valedictorian and 
salutatorian recognition awards to 
graduating high school seniors.  

MCU gives back to 
the community
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Pilo Arts
Salon
718.748.7411

WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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Former Human Rights 
commissioner Patri-

cia Gatling has an-
nounced her bid for district 
attorney — the first legal 
eagle to formally do so.

Sources  whispered that 
Gatling was lobbying Gov. 

Cuomo  to appoint her to 
the seat left vacant af-
ter District Attorney Ken 

Thompson’s  death in Oc-
tober . She indicated at the 
time that she was not inter-
ested, but Gatling recently 
told us she’s all in.

Gatling, who practices 
law in Manhattan, previ-
ously served as the city’s 
Human Rights commis-
sioner, but the role could 
haunt her.

Public Advocate Tish 

James got her sacked from 
the commission in 2014 af-
ter penning a letter to the 
mayor complaining the of-
fice was ineffective under 
Gatling’s rule,  according 

to an Observer article from 
the time .

But Gatling says the me-
dia got it wrong — James 
never had issue with her 
specifically, and she was 
actually due to leave the 
agency, she said.

“[James] never even 
mentioned my name. It had 
nothing to do with me. I was 

scheduled to leave in two 
weeks because that was the 
deal with the mayor,” said 
Gatling. “And Tish and I 
have been friends and con-
tinue to be friends. I think 
it was the timing with the 
new mayor coming in, peo-
ple felt like there was ani-
mosity.”

James was a rumored 
hopeful, but  a recent Po-
litico article said she’s no 
longer interested . Her of-
fice declined to comment 
to this paper.

Gatling could face act-
ing District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez, Brook-
lyn Heights lawyer Ann 

Swern, Bay Ridge attor-
ney Arthur Aidala, judge 
Shawndya Simpson, and 
Councilman Vincent Gen-

tile (D–Bay Ridge) in the 
2017 election.

Regardless who wins, 
Gatling said the borough 
will be in good hands.

“I’m feeling that Brook-
lyn can’t lose in this race. 
While I think I’m the most 
competent of all of them, 
we don’t know if they are 
really running or what 
will happen ultimately,” 
Gatling said.

• • •
Some voters just can’t 

wait until the 2017 Council 
race.

A handful of ballot-cast-
ers in the Nov. 8 state leg-
islature election wrote in 
Justin Brannan, Linda 

Sarsour, Kevin Peter 

Carroll, Bob Capano, and 
John Quaglione — all of 
whom are rumored to be 
running next year to re-
place Gentile, who is term-
limited.

Brannan, a former aide 
to Gentile, got the most 
votes — 179 people wrote 
in his name for Assembly 
(counting various misspell-
ings such as “Justin Bren-

nan” and “Justin Brem-
man” that we’re assuming 
were transcription errors).

Sarsour, who heads the 
Arab American Associa-
tion, got 18 write-ins (in-
cluding one for “Linda Sak-
ser” that we counted as a 
transcription error).

Carroll, a Democratic 
district leader, and Quagli-
one, a staffer to state Sen. 
Martin Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge), each received one 
vote.

Someone also wrote in 
“Robert Compano,” but 
we’re guessing that was 
meant for Capano, the only 
person so far to formally 
announce his candidacy.

[Editor’s note: These fig-
ures may not be exhaus-
tive. We counted votes from 
assembly districts 41, 46, 
and 64, as well as state sen-
ate districts 19, 20, and 22 
— all of which overlap with 
the 43rd Council District.]

“Perhaps my favorite 

Italian cuisine in the 

United States is from 

Chef Tom at Tommaso 

in Brooklyn, NY. Al-

though he is certainly 

capable of turning out 

more refined cuisine, 

I tend to prefer his 

country-styled, earthy 

dishes from recipes that 

have been passed down 

by his family through 

the ages.” 
 — Robert Parker, 

wine critic, July, 2006.
My early years were 

spent helping my mother 
prepare dinner for her 
doctor and nurse friends, 
as well as arranging hol-
iday banquets for friends 
and family. The fond-
est memories I have are 
going to Coney Island 
with my older broth-
ers and having lunch, 
usually pepper and egg 
sandwiches prepared by 

my mother. We grew up 
across from the railroad 
and at that time we saw 
many young men going 
off to fight in the Korean 
War. With delight, my 
mother prepared meat-
ball, broccoli rabe, and 
sausage heroes for the 
boys on the way to war.

It has been a long jour-
ney for me, some of the 
highlights include four 
years of studying clas-
sic cooking in school, 

apprenticeship at the 
21 Club, and a summer 
cooking in the moun-
tains of upstate New 
York. Also, I spent six 
months working for Air 
Lacarte at JFK airport 
and did a six-year stint 
at Jacques Caterers, a 
Brooklyn landmark. 
Eventually, I became 
chef in charge of its ca-
tering hall with three 
banquet rooms.

I think traveling is im-

portant. I studied for one 
month at a fine Piedmon-
tese restaurant in Alba-
retto della Torre. I con-
tinue to travel the world, 
eating at the best in show, 
as well as advant-garde 
restaurants, always in 
learning mode.

At Tommaso we use 
only the finest produce, 
being as true to tradi-
tions as well as open to all 
influences of worth. But 

most of all, I subscribe 
to my mother’s basic in-
stinct to share with joy 
and integrity to others 
one’s own understand-
ing of what’s worthwhile 
in life. No corporate res-
taurant here!

 — Chef Tom

Tommaso [1464 86th 
St. between Bay Eighth 
Street and 15th Avenue 
in Dyker Heights, (718) 
236–9883].

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Dine At Tommaso for food like Mom used to make!

PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA

Gatling is fi rst to announce DA bid

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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*  APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Introductory APR for new cardholders on new purchases and balance transfer is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% 

for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is open. After the introductory period expires, currently 9.15% or 10.40% (Platinum), 11.90% (Gold), and 13.40% 

(Classic) based on your creditworthiness–these post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. 

The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is a fixed 17.90%. Cash Advance Fee for Platinum and Gold VISA Cards is 3% of the amount advanced but not less 

than $2.00 or more than $30.00 and is 3% of the amount advanced but not less than $1.00 or more than $30.00 for Classic. If interest is charged the minimum 

periodic interest charge is $0.50. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

GREAT RATES.
 NO WORRIES.

THE WORRY-FREE VISA® CARD FROM MCU!

Apply today at  
nymcu.org!

  REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 13.40% APR* 

  No penalty rate increases  
 for late payment

  No Annual Fees

  No Balance Transfer Fees

6 Month Introductory Rates

3.9%*TO 5.9%*
APR APR

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu
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OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
 NEW YEARS EVE 
NEW YEARS DAY

BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

RESERVE NOW FOR 
HOLIDAY DINING

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Holidays to all our Friends & Customers

Now Accepting Reservations 
New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

WE OPEN AT 12PM ON NEW YEARS EVE
A Special Menu will be served for  
New Year’s Eve from 4pm to 12pm

Now Booking Holiday Parties
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 12PM ON FOR LUNCH & DINNER

We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down 

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

718-238-0030

MONDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS &  
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

THURSDAYS

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FRIDAYS

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 

DJ 10PM

SATURDAYS

PRIME RIB  
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TUESDAYS

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA  

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

WEDNESDAYS

2 FOR 1  
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S:

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS               
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ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST & MENU ONLINE: 
JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue 
(Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!
Live or Steamed • 11/4 Lb to 6 Lbs each

JORDAN’S 
TAKE-OUT MARKET

OPEN 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

5AM – 7PM
THROUGH 1/1/17Deluxe New Year’s Eve  

Appetizers

Salad 
 

Entrées  
(CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

 
(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Offering two options 
(PRICE PER PERSON)

 
 

Party in the New Year 

 
 

 
 

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

FO

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

We are now taking reservations for holiday parties,
Christmas Eve, New Years Eve and Day

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS                
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BRIDGEVIEWDINER

Happy New Year to all our friends and customers from the 

complete dinner includes

appetizer

soups

entrées

children’s menu

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Elegance without Extravagance

Established 1971

Music : Thurs. – Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

 

Parties welcome for all occasions
718-236-9883

Special holiday menus are available along with our 
ala carte offering

Christmas Eve 
seven fish 

4 course dinner 
$59 p.p.

Schnitzel Haus

10% OFF
all entrees 
w/coupon

 Brooklyn’s Only Authentic German 
Restaurant With a large selection of 

German and Belgian Beirs

RING IN THE 

NEW YEAR WITH US
Call for more info 

PRIME RIB NIGHTEVERY THURSDAY
What do 

Grooms love?  
Bride, Brats, Beer!  

Have your Rehearsal dinner with us

Rated

ALL YOU CAN EAT
Bavarian Buffet

Wednesday  5-9pm
$14.95 p.p.

WORKING MAN’S SPECIAL 

$10 Entrees
Mon-Thurs 4-7pm

1/2 Price Draft Beer

SchnitzelHausNY.com

HOME OF
DAS BOOT!

LIVE MUSIC  
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS               
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7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

 

 
               

 

Christmas Eve Dinner
$42+ Tax & Gratuity

Choice of Appetizer
Caesar Salad
Dinner Salad 

Fried Calamari 
Seafood Salad 

Lasagna Bolognese 
Soup du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
 Shrimp Scampi, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter 

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 

Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Linguine (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5 oz. Filet, 5 oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni 

Choice of Dessert
Ice Cream or Sherbet 

Chocolate Mousse 
Tiramisu 

Cheesecake 
Fresh Fruit Plate 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

KIDS MENU
Fresh Fruit

Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries

Ice Cream Or Chocolate Mousse

$1995 
Per Child

+Tax & Gratuity 

Both Packages Include Lasagna, Garden Greens Salad 
with Balsame Vinaigrette, Mashed Potatoes, Sauteed String Beans 

and Homemade Cheesecake.
Must be paid upon ordering. Deadline 12/19/2016.

Contact John or Bobby at 718-833-8200
NO CANCELLATIONS

Christmas Eve/Christmas Day
Catering

PACKAGE A
Roast

Maryland Turkey
with All the Trimmings

Carved and Arranged
in Tray

(Serves 12-15 people, must be reheated) 
$349.00 + tax 

PACKAGE B
Complete

Beef Wellington
Filet Mignon in Puff Pastry 
with Mushroom & Shallot Pate 

& Bordelaise Sauce
(Serves 6-8 people, oven ready) 
$349.00 + tax

COME MEET 
SANTA

Sat./Sun.

1-3pm
Parents Bring Your Camera

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

New Years Eve 
Celebration

Choice of Appetizer
Lasagna Bolognese  Soup Du Jour  Stuffed Mushrooms 

Fried Calamari   Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Pork Loin

Served with Baconkraut Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Shrimp Scampi

Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut (Add $15.00)

Server with  Béarnaise and Bordelaise Sauce
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails (Add $15.00)
Two Tails Served with Drawn Butter

Surf & Turf (Add $15.00)
5 oz. Filet - 5 oz. Tail Served with Drawn Butter

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA  DECAF

OPEN BAR
Dancing, Hats, 
Noisemakers

Champagne Toast
Starting at 

$85.00 Plus Tax And Gratuity

NEW YEARS
EVE

Early Seating’s
Starting at 

$42.00 Plus Tax And Gratuity

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

NEW YEARS DAY

MIDNIGHT
PARTY 
Featuring 

Tommy 
Andersen 

& Guest DJ

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS                
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CATERERS

Weddings
Engagements

Showers 
Holiday Parties

Corporate Events
Sweet 16s

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, Cocktail, 

and Buffet options. 
We can create any theme  

for your occasion 
with unique 

LED lighting options 
& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

BOOK YOUR  
HOLIDAY PARTIES NOW

JOIN US ON 
NEW YEARS EVE!
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his moves during a tap 
dance performance with 
other squirts from nearby 
PS 38, that Neinaber said 
was full of holiday spirit. 

“It was very cute, the 
kids were super enthusi-
astic and very into it,” he 
said. 

Meanwhile, over at Bor-
ough Hall Plaza, Borough 
President Adams turned on 
the juice for colorful lights 
covering a 32-foot tree, 
which one attendee said 

had an impressionist qual-
ity to it.

“At first it didn’t really 
appeal to me but as I got 
further away I thought it 
looked really nice,” said 
Downtown resident Wilbert 
Gibson. 

More enjoyable up 
close were performances 
by dancers from Browns-
ville Recreation Center’s 
Victory Music and Dance 
program and a choir from 
Downtown’s St. Joseph’s 
High School, Gibson said.

“I enjoyed it anyway,” 
he said. “We enjoyed our-
selves.”

Continued from page 2 

LIGHTING

predator in his tracks by 
running over and biting him 
in the leg, giving both Fair-
weather and Apollo a chance 
to run off. 

The heroic hound was feted 
for his good deed by enjoying 
a limo ride to a Manhattan ho-
tel, where he was greeted by a 
giant dog-food cake, treats and 
toys, and gift certifi cates for 
groomers and pet stores from 
Shafi roff. 

Apollo ate up all the at-

tention — not to mention the 
cake, Fairweather said.

“I think he loved the atten-
tion, he was really excited,” 
she said.

Police say they’re still 
searching for the attempted 
rapist, who they say is a man 
in his 20s. 

Continued from page 4 

PIT BULL

by Downtown’s offerings.
“It’s pretty cool that the 

subway stations are close,” 
said German traveller 
Benno Waibel, “In the end 
I’m happy that we went to 
Brooklyn.” 

People have certainly 
underestimated the neigh-
borhood’s appeal to travel-
lers in the past. When the 
Marriott opened its doors 
in 1998 —  the fi rst hotel in 
the area for more than 50 

years at the time  — the bor-
ough was so maligned the 
hotel chain obscured its 
true location by naming it 
the New York Marriott at 
the Brooklyn Bridge. 

But it has been such a hit 
that its operators doubled 
the hotel’s size in 2006, and 
shelled out $45 million for a 
renovation last year to keep 
the space fresh.

Sometimes demand is so 
high, the Marriott actually 
directs people to compet-
ing hotels nearby, said com-
pany spokeswoman Kath-
leen Duffey.

Continued from page 6 

HOTELS

he said. “One girl got some 
motion sickness, but she was 
fl ying in Google Earth for like 

20 minutes.”
Doddi only has the VR Bar 

space until March, so the ar-
cade might be as fl eeting as 
the sessions, but he says he 
is considering renewing the 
lease if it is a success.

Game like you’re in  the 
1994 music video for Aeros-
mith’s “Amazing”  at VR Bar 
[808 Union St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (909) 547–4673, www.vr-
bar.nyc]

Continued from page 3 

VIRTUAL

NOW THAT’S LIVING: VR Bar is really more like a living room than a bar.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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Phone Call // 11:36 AM

   
 

39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller

(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

                www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 ††

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Over
WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE
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Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

just focused on making this 
Hanukkah the greatest ever.”

The Manhattan menorah 
isn’t Hecht’s only rival — his 
own nephew, Rabbi Aaron 
Raskin of Congregation B’nai 
Avraham of Brooklyn Heights, 
also runs a giant public meno-
rah lighting during Hanukkah, 

 which Raskin has previously 
declared to be the borough’s 
“offi cial” one .

But the Borough of Kings’ 
preponderance of hulking 
Hanukkah lamps means it 
still enjoys bragging rights 
for boasting the most mega-
menorahs, if not the offi cial 
largest, according to one local 
mensch.

“We’ve got two huge me-
norahs and they’ve got one. 

Enough said,” said former 
Borough President Marty 
Markowitz.

The not-largest menorah 
will be lit for the fi rst night of 
Hanukkah with a kickoff con-
cert and hot latkes at Grand 
Army Plaza (between Plaza 
Street West and Plaza Street 
East in Prospect Heights), Dec. 
24 at 7 pm. Free. For subse-
quent lighting times, see www.
worldslargestmenorah.com.

Continued from cover

MENORAH

SNUFFED OUT: Revelers dance around the Grand Army Plaza menorah in the halcyon days of Hanukkah 2015, 
when it was still considered the world’s largest. Photo by Louise Wateridge

and I notice other cyclists 
riding on the sidewalk as 
well.”

But some longtime res-
idents already think the 
bike lane proposal will only 
serve newer, wealthier lo-
cals, and that the money 
could go to better uses, ac-
cording to a local activist.

“This petition started 
out of a Facebook page 
geared to newer residents 
and in a lot of ways it pro-
motes gentrification,” said 
Imani Henry, the lead or-
ganizer of the anti-gentri-
fication group Equality 
for Flatbush. “We can talk 
about hospitals, about sub-
way fares going up, but it’s 
interesting that they want 
to talk about spending 
money on a bike lane.”

The Department of 
Transportation has previ-
ously kowtowed to commu-
nity boards opposing bike 
lanes. It spiked a planned 
lane on Clinton Avenue  in 
June  after angry residents 
f looded meetings complain-
ing that it was just catering 
to a minority of yuppy “set-
tlers.” And it  also exempted  

Bedford-Stuyvesant from 
a new pedaling path on 
Lafayette Avenue this year 
that the nabe’s community 
board objected to it.

Still, proponents have a 
powerful advocate on their 
side — Borough President 
Adams has been pushing 
for a bike lane along the 
stretch since April, when 
he reached out to borough 
transit commissioner Keith 
Bray requesting a feasibil-
ity study. 

A Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman re-
fused to say whether such a 
study was in the works, but 
said the agency is working 
with the Beep and other lo-
cal leaders to discuss “pos-
sible options” regarding 
the proposal. 

Those talks began 
shortly after the letter was 
sent, but have yet to evolve 
into a real project, accord-
ing to Adams’s chief com-
munications honcho.

“We’re at the moment 
open to where the conver-
sation goes,” said spokes-
man Stefan Ringel. “We’re 
not specific on this is the 
exact design and form and 
infrastructure, other than 
we’re looking for a good 
conversation.”

Continued from cover

BIKE LANE
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WALK, SAVE, SHOP
for your Holiday Gifts

ON SUNSET PARK’S 5TH AVENUE
Sunset Park 5th Avenue BID, with over 500 shops, from 38th to 64th Street,  

has everything to satisfy your needs and desires and more.

Last days of our popular Trolley along 5th Avenue
Saturday Dec 17, Sunday Dec 18 – from 1pm to 5pm
Get on and off as often as you like

Sidewalk Sales Days
Saturday Dec 17, Sunday Dec 18,
Look for bargains and holiday gifts at your favorite stores

Sidewalk Sales Days
Saturday Dec 24
Shop for those very last minute gifts

SPECIAL EVENTS ON 5TH AVENUE
Enter Pokemon raffles

3 different ones from now until Christmas
Q-spot at 5405 5th Avenue

Annual Christmas Parranda
Saturday December 17 going along 5th Avenue
beginning at 60th & 5th

Sunset Park’s first ever Scavenger Hunt
Get special sheets with clues
Have fun, visit stores, win prizes

To contact us:
Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11220
718-439-7767
info@sunsetparkbid.org
www.sunsetparkbid.nyc
Download our free app for more lots of info
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DOWNTOWN

Oscar has arrived
Welcome and bienvenue to health 

insurance startup Oscar. The giant 
has opened the Oscar Health Care Cen-
ter right smack dab in the middle of it 
all in our fair burg. The center pro-
vides health and wellness services and 
access to a primary care practice oper-
ated in partnership with Mount Sinai 

Health System. Available exclusively 

to Oscar members, the center hosts 
walk-in appointments, basic mental 
health services, and wellness services 
and classes.

“The Oscar Center is a pivotal 
step towards our vision of creating a 
seamless end-to-end healthcare expe-
rience for our members,” said Mario 

Schlosser, chief executive offi cer and 
co-founder. 

The 6,000-square-foot facility boasts 
fi ve exam rooms, three consult rooms, 
a lounge, a laboratory, and a multipur-
pose room to host wellness classes and 
events. Fully scaled, the practice can 
host up to six physicians, and will also 
include a behavioral health specialist 
and several mid-level providers. The 
facility will be managed by Dr. Harry 

Ritter, veep of Care Delivery.
Dr. Niyum Gandhi, chief popu-

lation health offi cer at Mount Sinai, 
added, “By combining our clinical ex-
pertise with Oscar’s innovative tech-
nologies, we can collectively deliver 
exceptional care and a seamless expe-
rience to the people we serve and, in do-
ing so, raise the bar for what consum-
ers expect out of their healthcare.”

Because the space will be fully in-
tegrated with Oscar’s technologies, 
members can instantly book appoint-
ments at the center through a care 
search in Oscar’s app. The physicians 
will also be fully connected to Oscar’s 
systems, enabling them to see a mem-
ber’s full health history and receive 
referrals directly from Oscar’s free 
telemedicine feature or a member’s 
concierge team.

Standing O says welcome to the new 
age in medicine at Oscar Center. 

Oscar Health Care Center (408 Jay 

St. at Willoughby Street Downtown, 
www.hioscar.com).

...

So long, farewell
Good friend of Standing O Carlo 

Scissura is bidding a fond farewell as 
president of the Brooklyn Chamber 
and embarking on a new endeavor, 
becoming the president and chief ex-
ecutive offi cer of New York Building 

Congress. Taking the reigns at the 
Chamber is Andrew Hoan, the pres-
ent executive vice president. He will 
fi ll Carlo’s shoes on Dec. 19. 

Carlo has been at the helm of the 
Chamber since 2012, and during his 
time membership grew by approxi-
mately 200 percent — to a grand total 
of more than 2,100 members — and 
launched new and innovative pro-
grams.

Carlo shared his thoughts on leav-
ing and said, “It has been one of the 

greatest privileges of my life to serve 
as president and CEO of the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce. While I depart 
with a heavy heart, I am comforted 
by all the wonderful work we accom-
plished together. I will always look 
back fondly on the time I spent at the 
Chamber and treasure the memories 
and incredible relationships created 
here.” 

He added on his replacement, “An-
drew Hoan is the perfect candidate to 
now lead the Chamber, and I look for-
ward to working with him in my new 
role at the New York Building Con-
gress. I have the utmost confi dence 
that the Chamber will continue to be 
one of the largest and most successful 
business organizations in the state.”

 Chairwoman Denise Arbesu said, 
“Words cannot express the debt of 
gratitude that the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce owes to Carlo Scissura. 
I will miss him deeply as a colleague, 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

It was a great turn out at this 
year’s 25th annual Bay Improve-

ment Group’s toy drive on Dec. 11. 
Hundreds of toys were collected in 
just  the fi rst hour! 

“There were bags and boxes — 
we couldn’t keep up with it,” said 
Steve Barrison, president of the 
Bay Improvement Group, which or-
ganized the event.

As the toys were bagged and 
loaded on to the sleigh, the choir stu-
dents of PS 52 and the student band 
of IS 206 caroled and played holi-
day standards and sent the good-
ies on their way to be delivered to 

all those deserving boys and girls, 
making their holiday season merry 
and bright.

Co-sponsoring elves included 
Jack Spadaro, veep at Bay Im-
provement Group; PS 52 for hosting; 
Dunkin Donuts of Knapp Street for 
providing refreshments; Jimmy’s 

Heros; Lovee Doll Toy Company; 

Kidzentertainmentinc.com; Rob-

ert Santa; Diane Baumann; Coun-
cil member Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay); Assembly member 
Helene Weinstein, (D–Sheepshead 
Bay); and Il Fornetto.

Bay Improvement Group [Sheep-
shead Bay, (212) 750–5560; www.bay-
improvementgroup.org].

Oscar is ready for its close-up!

So many toys, so much thanks

but as a friend, I am proud of him and 
wish him the best of luck on his new 
role.”

Incoming prez Andrew said, “This 
is truly a bitter-sweet moment for me. 
While I am honored to lead the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce as its new 
president and CEO, I am saddened by 
the departure of an incredible boss, 
mentor, and friend in Carlo Scissura. 

Standing O wishes both good luck 
in their new positions.

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
[335 Adams St. at Myrtle Street Down-
town, (718) 875–1000].

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Scholarly honors
Three cheers to St. Edmund 

Prep junior Monique Wade. The 
scholarly student is the recipient 
of the Jose Rodriguez Memo-

rial Scholarship. 

Jose Rodriguez was a mem-
ber of the class of 2014 and died 
tragically in 2011. He was a pop-
ular member of the St. Edmund 
family, having attended “Little 
Edmunds” across the driveway 
before starting his high school 
career. A likeable, hard-working, 
and talented student who was 
taken from us far too soon, Jose 
has remained an indelible piece 
of St. Edmund Prep. Each fall, 
the Athletic Department selects 
one junior to be the recipient of a 
scholarship given in his memory.

At the recent Fall Sports 
Awards Dinner, the 2016 Jose Ro-
driguez Memorial  Scholarship 
was presented to Monique, a two-
sport student-athlete. She embod-
ies the passion and school spirit 
that was indicative of Jose. 

Monique is captain of the 
school’s crew team and a vital 
member of the girls’ tennis team. 
Monique is a very involved stu-
dent, participating in the drama 
society, the school band, and serv-
ing on various committees. She is 
also a full student in the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Diploma, 
with an overall grade point aver-
age of 93.7 — which means she is 
one smart junior. 

Standing O wishes Monique 
success in her future. 

St. Edmund’s Preparatory 
High School [2474 Ocean Ave. at 
Avenue T in Sheepshead Bay, 
(718) 743–6100].

SINGING THEIR PRAISES: The choir students at PS 52 serenaded participants at the 
Bay Improvement Group’s annual toy drive, held on Dec. 11. 
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Hundreds of Brooklynites are 

backing a petition demanding 

the city create a two-way parking-

protected bike lane on Flatbush 

Avenue between Grand Army 

Plaza and Empire Boulevard, 

but some locals already foresee 

backlash from drivers and long-

time residents who view the ped-

dling paths as signs of gentrifi -

cation (“Bike lane to the danger 

zone: Hundreds support Flatbush 

Ave. plan, but predict uphill bat-

tle against drivers” by Colin Mix-

son, online Dec. 14). 

Petition-creator Cal DeJesus 

says the path would help rid-

ers living in Crown Heights and 

Prospect-Lefferts Gardens who 

have to battle reckless drivers 

while getting to and from their 

homes via the Prospect Park-bi-

secting thoroughfare, but local 

anti-gentrifi cation activist Imani 

Henry says the lane would mostly 

serve newcomers to the rapidly 

changing neighborhoods and 

thinks the money could be better 

spent elsewhere. 

The cycle of outrage continued 

in our comment section.

Imani Henry [lead organizer 
of the anti-gentrification group 
Equality for Flatbush] should look 
at the people riding in Flatbush and 
along this stretch today, the people 
who would be much safer if this 
idea happens.

Guess what? They look just like 
everyone else in the neighborhood. 
They’ve been there just as long. 
Some of them are new residents, 
some of them are old residents. 
Some of them are black, some of 
them are white, some of them are 
other races who live in the area. 
These ridiculous assumptions he’s 
making about cycling kill and se-
verely injure people just like him 
every day.

Guess what? The gentrifiers 
are at probably more likely to have 
health insurance and sick leave 
and not end up totally screwed by 
being hit and run by a driver on 
Flatbush. It’s the people he thinks 
he’s helping who will be physi-
cally and financially ruined by 

his ideas. ItsEasyBeingGreen 

 from Sunset Park

ItsEasyBeingGreen is right on. 
A lot of times you hear the old trope 
that bikes = gentrifi cation, but any-
body that actually lives, works, or 
even just walks around in Crown 
Heights / Lefferts Gardens / Flat-
bush can clearly see that the people 
using bicycles to get around are as di-
verse as the community itself.

D from Crown Heights

I bike so I don’t have to spend 
money on rising subway fares. This 
bike lane will help me.

Brooklynite from Brooklyn

I started this petition because of 
the safety concerns as well as the 
fact that cycling is a cheaper form of 
transportation and we could use the 
infrastructure to support those rid-
ing neighborhoods east of the park. 
(Refer to the petition for details)

I did not direct this petition to 
one particular group but to every-
one in the neighborhood. I am a long-
time resident and have been living 
in the area since I was a teenager. 
It’s more affordable for me to bike 
to work then to take the train where 
the MTA fares are set to increase yet 
again in 2017.

I fi nd it interesting that Imani 
and others who claim to be fi ghting 
gentrifi cation would associate a bike 
lane with rising rent and displace-
ment. Bike lanes have NOTHING to 
do with gentrifi cation. I can see why 
people assume this because many 
neighborhoods don’t receive bike in-
frastructure or street safety changes 
until it becomes hot. A broader is-
sue is that the City should make 
street safety changes a priority for 
all neighborhoods so all New Yorkers 
can get to their destinations without 
getting injured or killed by someone 
driving recklessly.

If Imani really wishes to fi ght gen-
trifi cation as he claims, he should 
try focusing his energies on the real 
estate industry, zoning policies, cor-
rupt landlords etc. The neighborhood 
is already gentrifying whether we 
get a bike lane or not. Plus Citi Bike 
is coming so we will need the infra-
structure to support increased rider-
ship.

Also, I notice that nobody ever 
complains about the additional cars 
that newcomers bring to a neighbor-
hood (and city) that is already con-
gested and limited parking with traf-
fi c but yet people wish to complain 

about bikes and bike lanes.
Think of the big picture. Regard-

less of who you are or how long you 
have lived in an area, traffi c safety is 
a real issue especially in a city where 
the majority of residents are not car 
owners. Most New Yorkers take the 
bus, train, walk, or bike.

Everyone deserves to reach their 
destination safely and in one piece.

 Cal 

 from Prospect-Lefferts Garden

900 signatures? There are 2.6 mil-
lion residents in Brooklyn. That’s a 
very, very tiny minority.

And I’ll bet that most of those sign-
ers don’t even live anywhere nearby, 
they’re just responding to a call from 
Transportation Alternatives, like all 
the outside “activists” that fl ood ev-
ery local community board meeting 
when bikes are on the agenda.

And, the last time I checked, it 
completely legal to ride a bicycle on 
the public streets, so no one’s stop-
ping you if that’s what you want to 
do. JV from BK

The hysteria-inducing tone of 
this paper’s coverage may have 
something to do with getting people 
worked up about keeping people on 
bicycles alive.

And can reporters stop printing 
unsubstantiated quotes about how 
only white yuppies ride bicycles? Peo-
ple of color are on the forefront of the 
trend towards active transportation.

R from NY

Riding a bicycle on Flatbush Av-
enue, especially after the neckdown 
north of the park, is insane.

Bob Scott from Brooklyn

It’s time to make much of Flatbush 
and Atlantic avenues pedestrian and 
cyclist friendly. These roads should 
not be some Formula One/NASCAR 
raceway.

Bring it on!
bkmanhatman from nubrucklyn

Like the dollar vans will care — 
mow ’em down for the next fare.

Man, I wish I had such problems.
old time brooklyn from slope

Anyone who claims bike lanes 
are for only a certain kind of people 
should get off their couch and go look 
at who is riding Flatbush now with-
out the lane: all types of New Yorkers. 
Go meet your neighbors and maybe 
you’ll care more about keeping them 
safe. Robert from PLG

What the frack 
To the editor,
I would like to draw attention 

to the new power plant under con-
struction in Wawayanda, New York, 
the CPV power plant. Although the 
power facility is located 80 miles 
north of Brooklyn, the effects and 
implications of the plants comple-
tion is dire for the safety of all New 
Yorkers.

In 2014 fracking was banned in 
New York State thanks to the ef-
forts of grassroots environmental 
organizations like the Food & Water 
Watch. Although fracking is banned, 
the CPV power plant will be using 
fracked gas to fuel energy produc-
tion. This in itself undermines Gov-
ernor Cuomo’s fracking ban.

Moreover, the sheer development 
of this facility only strengthens our 
dependency on fossil fuel use and 
implies that we will rely on it for 
decades to come, as the infrastruc-
ture developed today is intended for 
long-term use. This fossil fuel de-
pendency is detrimental to any ef-
forts performed by New York City 
to reduce our emissions, especially 
if the emissions are being produced 
just north of the city. The CPV power 
plant is a dangerous idea and needs 
to be stopped. Nicholas Ali

Canarsie

Capt. America
To the editor,

In an era where political correct-
ness is rampant, it was nice to see 
Captain America, a white guy, her-
alded as a hero. True, he is a comic 
book and movie character, but he ral-
lies all to the great cause of the Amer-
ican way.

Some people are hell bent on de-
capitating statues of great Americans 
like Washington and Jefferson, along 
with brave civil war heroes, simply 
because that they are ignorant of his-
tory and their true contributions to 
America. To them it’s black or noth-
ing!

They should stand back and be 
grateful that without these men 
building our country and protect-
ing it, they wouldn’t have any oppor-
tunity at all to grouse about their 
color.

Times have changed and any hero 
of any ethnicity should be embraced, 
celebrated, and immortalized with-
out fi rst deciding whether their color 
is appropriate.

Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

On yer bike! Readers lay into Flatbush Ave. lane critics  
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S tephanie Loria would 
like to set the record 
straight: “If you get stung 

by a scorpion and you are a 
healthy adult, you won’t die.” 
She paused, then added, “You 
may wish you were dead. But 
they get such a bad rap.”

Yes, pity the poor scorpions 
— so misunderstood. Fortu-
nately, the species has Loria on 
its side. A native of Glendale, 
Queens, and graduate of New 
York’s Catholic school system, 
she is perhaps the city’s only 
scorpion apologist. She loves 
the creatures, researches 
them, and this fall she got her 
Ph.D. in scorpion studies from 
the American Museum of Nat-
ural History’s Richard Gilder 
Graduate School. Other grads 
included a frog researcher, a 
bat specialist getting an hon-
orary degree, and a guy who 
has identifi ed 70 new species 
of wasps. 

Not sure I’d want to be at 
their Christmas party. But 
having never seen an ac-
tual scorpion — or scorpion 
researcher — I did want to 
meet Loria. So the other day 
I went to the museum and 
was escorted past dozens of 
dinosaur-demanding school 

groups, up to the restricted 
fi fth fl oor, past hundreds of 
lockers housing insect speci-
mens, and then through a hall 
lined with clear plastic boxes 
containing — omg! 

Tarantulas. Live taran-
tulas, the size of chipmunks, 
waving their furry legs.

One fl oor up I found Loria 
in her lab, scorpions at her 
side — dead. 

“We have some live stuff 
downstairs, but those are more 
like pets,” she said. “These I 
actually collected during my 

trips to Southeast Asia.”
And how does one collect 

a scorpion? Well, said Loria, 
cheerful as a fl ight attendant, 
you just have to go into the 
jungle at night. Scorpions are 
black, so you can’t see them 
except by using an ultra-violet 
fl ashlight, but then they phos-
phoresce like Jimi Hendrix 
posters. They also shed their 
exoskeletons. So you look for 
glowing bits of dead scorpion 
on the trail leading you to a 
live one and then, using foot-
long tweezers, you try to grab 
it as fast as you can before it 
scurries into its borrow. 

At that point, says Lo-
ria, you often have “moths 
swarming around your face 
and you’re swallowing them, 
and sometimes you’re also 
near ants, and you’re covered 
with them, and some of them 
are pretty nasty.” Long story 
short, if you don’t manage to 
grab the scorpion with the 
tweezers, sometimes you just 
dig them out.

That’s right: You stick your 
hands into a scorpion den hop-
ing you’ll fi nd some. 

One time, Loria recalls, 
she and her advisor were on a 
nighttime hunt in the Malay-

sian jungle when suddenly, a 
scorpion stung him. 

“Two of his fi ngers were 
paralyzed and he had a burn-
ing sensation moving up his 
arm and into his chest,” says 
Loria. “It was just me and him 
in the middle of nowhere.”

Then what happened?
“He took an antihista-

mine,” says Loria. By the 
morning, he was fi ne.

After an agonizing night.
Loria won’t let this prejudice 

you against scorpions. There 
are 2,200 species of them, she 
says, and only 45 have poison-
ous venom. What’s more, they 
can live up to 25 years, and are 
members of the arachnid fam-
ily, like spiders, but less popu-
lar. At arachnid conventions (I 
know, I know), “85 to 95 percent 
of the talks are about spiders,” 
says Loria, bummed. Scorpi-
ons get no respect. And yet, 
they have been around since 
before the dinosaurs.

In her own pre-history, 
Loria grew up digging mil-
lipedes and centipedes out 
of her backyard and bring-
ing them inside, to her par-
ents’ non-delight. She had an 
ant farm, a moth farm, and a 
grammar-school teacher who 

showed her rubber replicas of 
bugs and encouraged her curi-
osity. One time, Loria wore a 
dead cicada’s shell on her nose 
to freak out her schoolmates.

It worked.
But Loria wasn’t really try-

ing to disgust anyone. She was 
just fascinated by the “behind-
the-scenes” work that insects 
and arachnids do.

“If you watch any nature 
shows on TV, it’s always about 
big cats, or other mammals 
we relate to.” But the real he-
roes, she says, are the smaller 
creatures we rely on. Bees pol-
linate. Millipedes play a role 
in decomposing. Spiders and 
scorpions keep the insect pop-
ulation down.

By high school, she was 
taking after-school classes at 
the Museum and did an in-
ternship studying fl amingo 
behavior.

Now that she has her Ph.D., 
she is heading to San Fran to 
start studying the evolution 
of scorpion venom. Her fu-
ture looks so bright, she has to 
pinch herself.

Before anything else does.
Lenore Skenazy is founder 

of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

Lenore’s fear of scorpions is misguided

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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By Laura Meltzer

See “Star Wars” like you’ve never seen 
it before — just like the writer!

A crew of comedians will act out 
the climactic scenes of four iconic films — 
including “Star Wars” — in a show written 
by people who never saw the originals. The 
creator of “Never Seen It,” happening on 
Dec. 17 at Park Slope’s Union Hall, said he 
was inspired by conversations that revealed 
how many of his friends had missed the 
foundational films of American culture.

“I’ve never seen ‘Jaws’ or any Indiana 
Jones movie, but I’ve seen ‘Con Air’ a 
dozen times, and that’s sort of a pattern for 
me and a lot of people I know,” said Kyle 

Ayers, who lives in Bushwick.
For the show this Saturday, Ayers and 

three other film Philistines have written 
their own endings to “Star Wars,” “12 
Angry Men,” “Annie Hall,” and “Miracle 
on 34th Street.” Through cultural osmosis, 
the writers generally have a very basic of 
idea of what their movie is about, but details 
can differ wildly — and that is where the 
fun happens for the audience.

“A lot of the fun is watching them play 
with, play off, or divert from the general 
idea,” said Ayers. “It’s fun for people who 
have seen the movie to watch, because they 
see the obvious differences, and it’s fun 
for people who haven’t seen the movies, as 

well, because they’re like ‘Well yeah, this is 
what I’d say happened too, probably.’ ”

Finding a comedian who had never seen 
“Star Wars” was easier than Ayers antici-
pated — it was first on the list when he 
asked Will Miles what popular films he had 
missed. His ignorance of the space opera 
was astounding, said Ayers.

“[‘Star Wars’] is such a pop-culture 
staple now that I thought even if you hadn’t 
seen it, you’d know beyond the gist of the 
show. Then I read Will’s script, and it turns 
out there are some people who really have 
no idea what’s going on in ‘Star Wars’, and 
Will is one of those people,” said Ayers. 
“No spoiler here, but Will has characters 

named ‘C-3PO’ and ‘Gold Guy’ in his ‘Star 
Wars’ rewrite.”

The show will also feature Jo Firestone’s 
take on “12 Angry Men,” Jean Grae’s 
“Annie Hall,” and Ayers re-writing one of 
his mother’s favorite Christmas movies: 
“Miracle on 34th Street.”

“I really tried to focus on the miracle 
aspect of this one, and I think it happens at 
a Macy’s? I hope it does,” he said. “Once 
again, this one gets messy.”

“Never Seen It” at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, www.union-
hallny.com]. Dec. 17 at 7:30 pm, $10 ($8 in 
advance).

Comedians re-write ‘Star Wars’ and other classic films
Farce awakens

A script far, far away from the plot: Comedians 
Will Miles, Jean Grae, and Kyle Ayers will act 
out the climactic moments of “Star Wars,” 
as written by Miles, who has never seen the 
famous space opera. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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By Caroline Spivack

This bar is fully booked!
Bookworms in Ditmas 

Park will have a new 
chance to nerd out — and to 
booze up — in their own neigh-
borhood starting next week. The 
creators of Ditmas Lit, a monthly 
reading series launching Dec. 20 
and running through March at 
Sycamore Bar and Flower Shop, 
aim to showcase local talent 
and give local literature lovers a 
chance to bond over booze, books, 
and tacos. The reading series is a 
funky twist on hitting the books, 
said one creator.

“A night of listening to read-
ings doesn’t have to be a stuffy 
affair,” said Rachel Lyon, who 
co-created the series with Sarah 
Bridgins. “I’m hoping that people 
who don’t think of themselves as 
writers or specifically as lit nerds 
show up, meet people, have a 
drink, and that it all gets wrapped 
up in this literary backdrop.”

The inaugural event will fea-
ture Isaac Fitzgerald, discussing 

his non-fiction book about tattoos, 
Gabrielle Moss reading from her-
lifestyle-magazine parody “Glop,” 
poet Tommy Pico, and writer and 
cartoonist Jeanne Thornton. 

In Sycamore’s recently opened 
backyard space the Lodge, book-
worms can nestle in blankets or 
chow down on tacos and tamales 

while the writers read excerpts 
of their work. After the series of 
10-minute readings, people will 
be free to mingle, talk about the 
lit, and hopefully leave with some 
new friends. The watering hole 
is a book lover’s paradise, said 
Bridgins.

By Caroline Spivack

Come on back, the winter’s 
fine!

The Sycamore Bar in 
Ditmas Park has installed a heated 
cabin in its sprawling backyard so 
locals can party on the patio year-
round. Dubbed “The Lodge,” the 
space has a rustic, woodsy vibe, 
according Sycamore’s events coor-
dinator.

“It’s sort of set up like a hunting 
lodge. It’s pretty cozy and kitschy,” 
said Stephen Sheffer, who dreamed 
up the idea. “Since we have this 
awesome backyard space it seemed 
like such a shame when the sum-

mer came to an end not to use it, so 
we decided to make it its own space 
and give it a distinct style.”

About 40 people can pack into 
the heated tent, which features 
insulated wood panels coated with 
log cabin wallpaper, a glowing (but 
fake) fireplace, and plenty of blan-
kets where you can curl up with a 
beer. The backyard tent has its own 
bar, and each evening a rotating 
selection of pop-up restaurants sets 
up to serve pub grub.

Sycamore (1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, www.syca-
morebrooklyn.com).

The new bar back

The bookers: The hosts of Ditmas Lit, Rachel Lyon and Sarah Bridgins, say they plan 
to provide a space for book lovers in Ditmas Park. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Read all abou-Dit!
‘Ditmas Lit’ brings authors to Sycamore

Cozy vibe: Sycamore has turned its back yard into a tented space with a fake 
fireplace, log cabin wallpaper, and blankets. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

By Julianne Cuba

These aren’t your bubbe’s 
latkes!

A collection of chefs 
will radically redesign the hum-
ble potato pancake next week at 
the eighth annual Latke Festival, 
swapping out traditional top-
pings of sour cream or apple-
sauce for short rib and oxtail jelly. 
Foodies will flock to the Brooklyn 
Museum on Dec. 19 to sample 
unique twists on the Hanukkah 
staple made from potatoes fried 
in oil. The festival is a tasty way 
to bring gentiles and the chosen 
people together for an early cel-
ebration of the holiday of lights, 
said the festival’s founder.

“December is so filled with 
holidays and really dominated 
by Christmas, which is wonder-
ful, but I always say that I’m a 
Hanukkah girl. There’s really this 
void around Hanukkah-related 
celebration and a latke is so deli-
cious, I mean who doesn’t love 
fried potato?” said Liz Neumark.

The Latke Festival started 
out small — in the kitchen of 
Neumark’s catering company 
Great Performances — but has 
expanded to fill the Brooklyn 

Museum and feature include 21 
different restaurants, each compet-
ing to make the fried fritter even 
more delicious, said Neumark.

“Every year it has grown and 
we get different kinds of restau-
rants involved and the people 
really, really look forward to it 
because there was nothing like 
it,” she said. “And it’s a perfect 
food that just lends itself to inter-
pretation.”

During the three-hour festi-
val, attendees will sip from an 

open bar, sample many latkes, 
and vote for their favorites. 
Because it is easy to fill up on the 
starchy staple, we to spoke to four 
Brooklyn chefs — and the return-
ing Manhattan champ — about 
the dishes to seek out first: 

Middle Eastern mash-up 
Brooklyn mini-chain Kulushkat 

will combine the Jewish staple 
with its Middle Eastern coun-
terpart the falafel to create “the 
Falatke,” which is topped with 
a lemony green tahini slaw. The 
mix of different flavors creates a 
culinary experience like no other, 
said chef and owner Yagil Kadosh. 
“We’re pretty psyched, we’ve been 
working on it for a couple months. 
People are going nuts for it. We’re 
hyped. It’s a unique flavor, and 
a unique concept,” he said. “It’s 
very authentic flavors. I think it’ll 
be great.”

Returning champions 
Chefs from Veselka in 

Manhattan will prepare a 
“Hanukkah Latke” with potato 
and zucchini, and topped with 
chicken liver paté and julienned 
vegetables. The restaurant took 

home the gold last year and hopes 
to repeat the feat this year, said 
co-owner Jason Brichard. 

“We’re looking forward to it 
and possibly doing a repeat cham-
pionship,” he said. 

A little fishy
Chef A Napadol of the Clinton 

Hill Thai restaurant Samui will 
bring some of her native Thailand’s 
flavors into the kitchen to serve a 
latke topped with shrimp, salm-
on, and a spicy garlic sauce. The 
shrimp is raw and sterilized in 
vodka, and it adds a depth of 
flavor, said Napadol, while the 

A LATKE LOVE

Full of flavor: Saul Bolton’s oxtail-
topped latke also holds coconunt milk-
made yogurt and cilantro.  Photo 
by Caleb Caldwell

Festival celebrates the potato pancake

His fried and joy: Chef Saul Bolton, of the Norm restaurant in the Brooklyn Museum, 
will cook up an oxtail-topped latke for the festival on Dec. 19.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued on page 41

Continued on page 41
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SUN, DEC 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS OT-
TAWA SENATORS: Ugly 
holiday t-shirt giveaway. 
$15–$95. 7:30 pm.

SUN, DEC 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS CHI-
CAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
$20–$175. 7 pm.

WED, DEC 21
SPORTS, LIU BROOKLYN 

VS UNIVERSITY OF 
MARYLAND (WOMEN) 
AND LIU BROOKLYN 
VS  NIAGARA: $15. 
7:30 pm.

THU, DEC 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS GOLDEN 
STATE WARRIORS: 
$75–$450. 7:30 pm.

FRI, DEC 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS BUFFALO 
SABRES: Ralph Macchio 
bobblehead giveaway. 
$20–$175. 7 pm.

MON, DEC 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: Scarf give-
away. $1,500. 7:30 pm.

TUE, DEC 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$45–$295. 7 pm.

WED, DEC 28
“SPORTS”, WWE LIVE 

HOLIDAY TOUR: $25–
$120. 7:30 pm.

MON, JAN 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS UTAH JAZZ: 
$22–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CLEVELAND 
CAVALIERS: $75–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JAN 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $20–
$3,000. Noon.

TUE, JAN 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS ATLANTA 
HAWKS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

WED, JAN 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS FLORIDA 
PANTERS: $20–$200. 
7 pm.

THU, JAN 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS NEW OR-
LEANS PELICANS: 
$20–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THU, JAN 14
SPORTS, SHOWTIME 

CHAMPIONSHIP BOX-
ING — BADOU JACK 
VS JAMES DEGALE: 
$20–$3,000. Time tba.

SUN, JAN 15
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS HOUSTON 
ROCKETS: $20–$3,000. 
6 pm.

TUE, JAN 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JAN 19
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS DALLAS 
STARS: $15–$160. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

ASIAN COMMUNITY 
UNITED SOCIETY 
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL: 
The annual gathering 
brings good cheer to the 
Asian community of Sunset 
Park and Bensonhurst by 
providing gifts to more 
than 1,000 children. Free. 
11 am. JHS 259 William 
McKinley [7305 Ft. Hamil-
ton Pkwy. at 73rd Street in 
Bay Ridge, (212) 261–1567]. 

MARKET, MADARTS AN-
NUAL ARTISTS HOLIDAY 
SALE: Artists open their 
studios and sell unique 
gifts. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
MadArts [255 18th St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, (646) 
734–0899]. 

FAMILY, HANSEL AND GRE-
TEL: A marionette version 
of the fairy tale, with folk 
songs from Humperdinck’s 
opera. Suitable for chil-
dren 3 years and older. 
Reservations suggested. 
$10 ($9 kids). 12:30 pm 
and 2:30 pm. Puppetworks 
[338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppet-
works.org. 

PEACE ACTION BAY RIDGE 
HOLIDAY GIVEAWAY: The 
group will give away 100 
Christmas peace buttons. 
Free. 2 pm. [86th Street 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Bay Ridge, (646) 
824–5506], www.panys.
org/br. 

SANTA ON FIFTH: Bring your 
little ones to visit Santa, 
have a chat, take a photo, 
and get a free candy cane! 
Free. 3–5 pm. Sidecar [560 
5th Avenue between 15th 
and 16th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 369–0077], 
sidecarbrooklyn.com. 

READING, “TRUE CRIMES 
FROM RHYMES 
SQUARE”: Author Andy 
Heidel and illustrator Eric 
Hamilton read from their 
children’s book about a 
detective investigating 
the murder of Humpty 
Dumpty. Free. 4 pm. The 
Way Station [683 Wash-
ington Ave. between St. 
Marks Avenue and Pros-
pect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 627–4949], 
www.waystationbk.com. 

ART, “THE FIGHT CONTIN-
UES” CLOSING RECEP-
TION: Artist Leroy Camp-
bell discusses his exhibit 
about Muhammad Ali. 
Free. 6–9 pm. House of 
Art Gallery [408 Marcus 
Garvey Blvd. between 
Halsey and Macon streets 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(347) 663–8195], www.hoa-
gallery.com. 

SUN, DEC. 18
SHORTEST DAY, LONGEST 

NIGHT: Celebrate the sol-
stice with a walking tour 
of Green-Wood Cemetery, 
followed by warm drinks 
at a campfi re and holiday 
treats. $30. 2 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. 

THEATER, “THE LAST 
COIN”: Through shadow 
puppetry, sensory audi-
ence interactions, and 
other exciting surprises, 
little ones will experience 
a tale of cleverness and 
the value of kindness as 

FRI, DEC. 16
ICE SKATING: Lace up 

those skates and get slid-
ing across the ice. $6 ($9 
weekends: Skate rentals 
extra). 10 am to 9 pm. Le-
Frak Center at Lakeside 
[171 East Dr. at Ocean Ave-
nue in Prospect Park, (718) 
462–0010], www.lakeside-
brooklyn.com. 

ART, “IGGY POP LIFE 
CLASS”: Artist Jeremy 
Deller used the traditional 
life-model drawing class to 
stage a performative event 
with musician and person-
ality Iggy Pop as model 
and subject. Come see the 
results! $16. 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

FAMILY, MUSICAL SHABBAT: 
Sing and clap to the beat 
of the music and prayers of 
the heart. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. between 
80th and 81st streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], www.brjc.org. 

ART, OPEN SOURCE SOUP 
KITCHEN: Each night in 
December, a volunteer 
cooks a meal for 15–20 
people, and provides an 
artistic element for the 
night. Everyone is wel-
come. Free. 7–9 pm. Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

DANCE, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: The State Bal-
let Theatre of Russia pres-
ents Tchaikovsky’s story 
of a little girl’s fantasy into 
the world of toy soldiers. 
$32–$37. 7 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

COMEDY, ENORMOUS 
TELEVISION 14: A rock 
cover band founded by im-
prov comedians. $5. 7:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

DANCE, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: Gelsey Kirk-
land Ballet presents a tra-
ditional take on the classic 
ballet, on a set inspired by 
a baroque theater. $20-
$59. 7:30 pm. GK Arts Cen-
ter [9 Jay St. between John 
and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo, (212) 600–0047], 
www.gkartscenter.org. 

DANCE, “THE HARD NUT”: 
A cheeky homage to “The 
Nutcracker” set in the 
swinging ’70s. $25–$125. 
7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, AMPLIFIED: The 
Dublin guitar quartet 
makes its debut at BAM. 
$25. 7:30 pm. BAM Fisher 
(321 Ashland Pl. be-
tween Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, VERDI’S “MAC-
BETH”: LoftOpera uses 
immersive video elements 
to explore the magic and 
horror of Shakespeare’s 

tragedy. $30. 8 pm. Mast 
Chocolate Factory (Brook-
lyn Navy Yard Building 
#128; Enter at Flushing 
Avenue and Cumberland 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.loftopera.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “NUTCRACKER 
ROUGE!”: A sexy take 
on the classical ballet, 
featuring opera, circus, 
vaudeville, burlesque and 
naughty fun. $35–$200. 
8 pm. Irondale Center [85 
S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488–9233], www.iron-
dale.org. 

THEATER, “A FEW GOOD 
MEN”: Gallery Players 
presents the courtroom 
drama about the essence 
of the military and the Ma-
rine code of honor. $25. 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “THE MOST 
MISERABLE CHRIST-
MAS TREE”: Fun-fi lled 
family musical follows a 
Christmas tree who fi nds 
a new purpose after being 
thrown in the trash. $25 
($20 seniors and students; 
$15 kids). 8 pm. Ft. Ham-
ilton Army Base Theater 
[Enter at 101st St. and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 482–3173], 
www.narrowscommuni-
tytheater.com. 

SAT, DEC. 17
TOUR, GREEN-WOOD’S 

“STARS OF THE STAGE” 
TROLLEY TOUR: Tour the 
grave sites of actors, pro-
ducers, composers and di-
rectors. $25. 1 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN BRAN-
DENBURGERS HOLIDAY 
CONCERT: $10. 2 pm 
and 7 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

MUSIC, R. KELLY IN “THE 
HOLIDAY JAM”: The 
singer behind the “In the 
Closet” rap opera per-
forms a Christmas show. 
$68–$338. 8 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush 
Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

MUSIC, “EMMETT OTTER’S 
JUG BAND CHRISTMAS” 
LIVE: Brooklyn jug band 
the Salt Cracker Crazies 
retell the timeless tale of 
the Frogtown Hollow tal-
ent show. $5 suggested 
donation. 8 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

FAD HOLIDAY MARKET: This 
chic curated indie market 
showcases local handmade 
goods from indie artists. 
Free. 11 am–6 pm. St. 
Paul’s Church Basement 
[190 Court St. between 
Congress and Warren 
streets in Cobble Hill, (917) 
775–4636], www.fadweek-
end.com. 

GOWANUS HOLIDAY MAR-
KETPLACE: More than 40 
vendors, artists, and craft-
ers, plush food and family 
activities. Free. 11 am–7 
pm. Brooklyn Colony (274 
Fourth Ave. at Garfi eld 
Place in Gowanus), www.
brooklyncolony.com. 

MARKET, RENEGADE 
CRAFT FAIR BROOKLYN 
POP-UP: Handmade good-
ies from artisan makers, 
plus food, drink, music, 
and seasonal festivities. 
Free. 11 am–6 pm. Industry 
City [233 37th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (312) 226–
8654], renegadecraft.com. 

MARKET, PS 130 WINTER 
BAZAAR: The school hosts 
a holiday market with work 
from local artisans, live 
music by parents and stu-
dents, a raffl e, a chili cook-
off, and hot drinks. Free. 
11 am–5 pm. PS 130 Upper 
School (713 Caton Ave. at 
E. Seventh Street in Kens-
ington), ps130pta.org. Continued on page 41

Avoid the yellow snow: R. Kelly, the creator of the rap opera 
“Trapped in the Closet” will perform some original Christmas 
tunes in “The Holiday Jam” at the Kings Theatre on Dec. 17.

The Brooklyn bump: The Golden State Warriors will try to hold 
onto the ball during a match against the Brooklyn Nets on Dec. 
22 at Barclays Center. Associated Press / Kathy Willens
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By Lauren Gill

This show is rated X-mas! 
A beautiful and bizarre 

burlesque Christmas show 
will stuff your stocking with 
scantily-clad elves, athletic aliens, 
and high-f lying reindeer for six 
nights starting this weekend. One 
of the creators of the intergalactic 
extravaganza “Xmas Spectacular: 
Home for the Holidays,” opening 
at Bushwick’s House of Yes on 
Dec. 16, says that the performance 
is really out of this world.

“It is the most ridiculous thing 
you’ll ever see in live theater,” 
said Kae Burke, who stars in the 
show with her House of Yes co-
owner Anya Sapozhnikova. “It’s 
fabulous, confusing, and really 
wonderful — and sexy!”

The show follows the pair 
as they journey to their home 
planet “Upstate New York” for 
Christmas. Along the way, they 
dodge a meteorite blizzard and 
stop on festive planets inhabited by 
silly and sometimes naughty char-
acters, including a group of pain-
deer (sadomasochistic reindeer), 
misfit drag queens, “Santercize” 
instructors, North Pole dancers, 
and Santa’s forgotten daughter. 

The show also boasts aerial 
performances, dance numbers, 
and an live score that blends origi-
nal tunes with Christmas classics.

This is the seventh “Xmas 
Spectacular” at House of Yes, 
but the first with Burke and 
Sapozhnikova in starring roles. 
They drew on some of their own 

experiences to come up with the 
wacky plot — Sapozhnikova is 
from Russia and never really cel-
ebrated Christmas, but Burke 
always invites her to spend the 
holiday with her family. The spec-
tacular begins with Burke realizing 
that she has left her friend behind, 
and turning back to retrieve her 
so they can both make it home 
in time for Santa’s trip down the 
chimney. 

The immersive performance 
will help audiences get into the 
holiday spirit with eggnog, cook-
ies, and a photo booth with old St. 
Nick. Guests can also get some 
last-minute shopping done at an 
intergalactic gift shop, which will 

hawk holiday must-haves, includ-
ing space pasties. 

Several other Brooklyn shows, 
including  “Nutcracker Rouge”  
have recently embraced the naugh-
ty side of yuletide season. Burke 
said that Christmas is a much 
hotter holiday than Thanksgiving 
or Arbor Day because of glitz and 
glamour that comes with it. 

“It lends itself to sexiness,” she 
said. “It’s sparkly, extravagant, 
and over-the-top.”

“Xmas Spectacular: Home for 
the holidays” at House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson Street 
in Bushwick, www.houseofyes.
org). Dec. 16–17, 19–22 at 8 pm. 
$35–$50.

By Caroline Spivack

The holidays never end in Bay 
Ridge!

The cheer keeps on com-
ing at Bay Ridge Nights, where the 
weekends are like stockings stuffed 
with holiday events, including an 
ugly Christmas sweater contest, a 
concert and carol sing-along, and a 
holiday art fair.

Wear your holiday spirit on your 
sleeve for a party at Schnitzel Haus 
(7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 
74th streets) on Friday night. First, 
celebrate the tacky side of Christmas 
by showing off the most horrible 
sweater you can find — the worst 
wool-fenders have a shot at winning 
prizes! But even if your gay apparel 
is too high-brow for the competition, 
there is still plenty to do — you can 
serenade the restaurant with your 
heavenly vocals at caroling kara-

oke, or peruse a pop-up ornament 
shop on the second floor, stocked by 
Brooklyn Ornament Company. The 
shindig kicks off at 9 pm.

On Saturday revel in the season 
in a more classic way, with a holiday 
concert at the Trinity Lutheran 
Church (9020 Third Ave. between 
90th and 91st streets). Singers with 
local arts group La Forza dell’Opera 
will croon Christmas classics, and 
the night will end with a Christmas 
carol sing-along that invites the audi-
ence to embrace their inner cheer-
meister. Maybe you could even wear 
that holiday sweater in a non-ironic 
way? Tickets are $20 and the holiday 
magic begins at 7 pm. 

On Sunday, finish up your holiday 
shopping at the Owl’s Head (479 74th 
St. between Fourth and Fifth avenues) 
holiday art fair. You can sip chardon-
nay while you look over the creations 
of local artists. The fair runs from 
1 pm to 4 pm, but feel free to stick 
around, try some wine, and check out 
a poetry reading at 5 pm.

By Alexandra Simon

In this afterlife, it’s no 
girls allowed!

The ancient 
Egyptians believed that 
only dudes could live on 
after death, but according 
to a new exhibit now open 
at the Brooklyn Museum, 
some women managed to 
slip into the afterlife — 
by becoming men! “A 
Woman’s Afterlife: Gender 
Transformation in Ancient 
Egypt” details the post-
mortem ritual that tempo-
rarily transformed women 
into men so they could be 
reborn in the next world. 

Modern minds find the 
whole concept strange and 
sexist, but the exhibit dem-
onstrates how much beliefs 
can change, said its curator. 

“I know it’s weird but not 
everybody thinks the way 
we think — there’s more 
than one way to think about 
things and we are opening 
ourselves up to think outside 
of what we think is right,” 
said Egyptologist Edward 
Bleiberg. “In ancient times 
people believed in this — I 
don’t believe in this but I 
find it fascinating that peo-
ple believed this.”

The transformation ritu-
al required mummifying a 
woman’s body in the same 
way as that of a man, a pro-
cess that included describ-
ing her with the masculine 
word for “you” on her cof-
fin, and painting an image 
of her with red skin.

“Red skin on the cof-
fin indicates a male,” said 
Bleiberg. “On a woman’s 
coffin they used to paint 
her skin to the male color 
for a ritual.” 

Mummification was 
generally just for the rich 
and elite, but it is unknown 
whether poorer Egyptians 
also did similar rituals, said 
Bleiberg.

The exhibit consists 
of 27 pieces of artwork, 
including paintings, jewelry, 
and sculptures, as well as a 
70-pound coffin that was 
used for at least two gender-
transformation rituals, said 
Bleiberg. Some of the pieces 
are making their debut after 
years in storage.

“Some of them are 
restored and have been taken 
out of storage and conserved 
for this purpose,” he said. 
“This is giving people the 
opportunity to see things 
they haven’t seen, and to 
hear a story about them that 
is really something really 
new and different.”

The exhibit also shows 
how archeologists’ atti-
tudes towards gender have 
changed over the years, said 
Bleiberg. 

“What’s so great about 
it to me is looking at art 
through a feminist lens 
because when I was a stu-
dent, we looked at this and 
said ‘They made a mis-
take,’ ” said Bleiberg. “We 
look at issues with much 
more open mind, and femi-
nism allows us to think in 
much broader way in the 
way gender is treated.”

“A Woman’s Afterlife: 
Gender Transformation in 
Ancient Egypt” at the Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. between Flatbush 
and Washington avenues in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–
5000, www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. $16 suggested donation.

Bay Ridge’s holly jolly weekend

NAUGHTY NIGHTS

Unwrap your gifts: The “Xmas Spectacular” at Bushwick’s House of Yes, opening Dec. 
16, will feature holiday figures bearing gifts — and very few clothes. Tod Seelie

Bushwick unwraps cosmic Christmas show

Who was that masked woman?: This mummy mask of Bensuipet is some-
times labelled “The Coffin of the Lady of the House.” Sarah DeSantis

The mummies 
are daddies!

Gender swaps in Egypt exhibit
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they follow three princes 
on a quest. $15. 10 am and 
11:15 am. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA: 
The orchestra plays Ravel’s 
“Bolero” and Tchaikovsky’s 
“Romeo and Juliet” in this 
holiday show. $20 ($18 in 
advance). 2 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, HOLIDAY SING-IN: 
The Dessoff Choirs present 
a concert of contempo-
rary arrangements of car-
ols and classical seasonal 
music. $25–$35. 4 pm. St. 
John’s Episcopal Church 
[139 St. John’s Pl. between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 783–
3928], www.saintjohns-
brooklyn.com. 

GOWANUS HOLIDAY MAR-
KETPLACE: 11 am to 7 pm. 
See Saturday, Dec. 17. 

MARKET, RENEGADE 
CRAFT FAIR BROOKLYN 
POP-UP: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Saturday, Dec. 17. 

HANUKKAH PARTY: Kings 
Bay Y hosts the annual 
extravaganza of the festi-
val of lights, with fun ac-
tivities, dancing in the gym 
and the symbolic menorah 
lighting ceremony. Free. 11 
am to 2 pm. Kings Bay YM-
YWHA [3495 Nostrand Av-
enue Brooklyn, NY 11229, 
718–648-7703]. 

COMEDY, CHURCH OF THE 
INFINITE YOU WITH MIN-
ISTER JEAN GRAE: A ser-
mons about food, booze, 
and a performance by the 
Intersectional Choir.  $5. 3 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

HANUKKAH FESTIVAL: 
Make your own menorah 
at this festival, which also 
features a live drum show, 
a breakdance crew, and 
holiday treats. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 3 pm. Shorefront 
YM-YWHA [3300 Coney 
Island Ave. at Brightwater 
Court in Brighton Beach, 
(718) 305–1144 ext. 333], 
www.shorefronty.org/
festival. 

MON, DEC. 19
FUNDRAISER, LATKE FESTI-

VAL: Explore the versatil-
ity of the potato pancake, 
with samples from more 
than 20 restaurants, plus 
beer, wine, and cocktails. 
Proceeds benefi t the Sylvia 
Center. $70–$120. 6–9 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

MUSIC, ENSEMBLE PAMP-
LEMOUSSE: Tickets start 

Continued from page 39 at $10. 8 pm. Jack (505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue 
in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org.  

TUES, DEC. 20
ICE SKATING: 10 am to 6:30 

pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 
MUSIC, MARTIN MC-

QUADE’S CHRISTMAS 
SHOW: The crooner per-
forms holiday standards 
with pianist Pete Sokolow. 
Free. 7 pm. Greenhouse 
Cafe [7717 Third Ave . in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 833–
8200]. 

TALK, “STORY COLLIDER”: 
True stories about science. 
$10. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

WED, DEC. 21
OURDOORS, SUNRISE WIN-

TER SOLSTICE CELEBRA-
TION: Join urban shaman 
Mama Donna Henes for 
her 42nd year drumming 
up the sun. Free. 7 am. 
Grand Army Plaza (Union 
Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

HEAR FOR THE HOLIDAYS: 
Join an educational semi-
nar on hearing loss. Free. 
10 am. Bay Ridge Medical 
Complex [9036 Seventh 
Ave. at 92nd Street; First 
fl oor conference room in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 514–7093], 
www.libertyhearingcen-
ters.com. 

MUSIC, FLATFOOT FLAT-
BUSH: A fl atfooting dance 
parade down Flatbush 
Avenue, starting with a 
dance lesson at 4 pm, fol-
lowed by a trip down Flat-
bush at 5 pm. Part of the 
Make Music New York’s 
Winter Solstice Celebra-
tion. Free. 4 pm. M&T Bank 
Lobby (354 Flatbush Ave. 
at Eighth Avenue in Park 
Slope), makemusicny.org.

NIGHTLIFE, FLATFOOT 
FLATBUSH AFTER-
PARTY: With live music 
and square-dancing. Free. 
6:30–10 pm. Rose’s (295 
Flatbush Ave. between St. 
Marks Avenue and Park 
Place in Prospect Heights), 
www.makemusicny.org. 

MUSIC, WINTER INSTRU-
MENTAL CONCERT: 
Students at Brooklyn 
Technical High School play 
holiday tunes. $10. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Technical High 
School (DeKalb Avenue at 
South Elliott Place in Fort 
Greene). 

THEATER, “THE PERFECT 
PLAY”: This Jack theater 
holiday tradition is a musi-
cal nativity play featur-
ing experimental theater 
greats. $15. 7 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

THURS, DEC. 22
PHYSICAL FITNESS SESSION 

FOR SENIORS: An exer-
cise session for seniors. 
Free. 10:30 am. Sixth Av-
enue Senior Citizens Cen-
ter (545 60th St. between 
Fifth and sixth avenues in 
Sunset Park). 

ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many ex-
hibits and galleries every 
Thursday evening. Free. 
6– 10 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

PROJECT YOU’S HOLIDAY 
TOY DRIVE: Donate new 
toys for Brooklyn children 
in need at Project You’s 
First Annual Holiday Toy 
Drive. 6 pm. Project You 
[1712 Kings Highway be-
tween E. 17th and E. 18th 
streets; Second fl oor in 
Midwood, (718) 382–4424]. 

MUSIC, HOLIDAY CONCERT: 
Students in the band, cho-
rus, and orchestra perform 
seasonal standards. $8. 7 
pm. Joseph Anzalone The-
ater at Edward R. Murrow 
High School [1600 Ave. L in 
Midwood, (718) 258–3050], 
www.ermurrowhs.org. 

COMEDY, HAUNTING 
RENDITIONS HOLIDAY 
SHOW: Eliot Glazer’s show 
of pop music turned into 
highbrow ballads wel-
comes guests Gilbert Got-
tfried and Phoebe Rob-
inson. $15. 8:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

FRI, DEC. 23 

OWL’S HEAD FIFTH ANNI-
VERSARY HOLIDAY EX-
TRAVAGANZA: The wine 
bar celebrates fi ve years 
with “introverted carol-
ing,” a cask of exotic beer, 
and a fund raiser for the It 
Gets Better Project. Free. 
5 pm–1 am. The Owl’s 
Head (479 74th St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Bay Ridge), www.
theowlshead.com. 

HANUKKAH FAMILY SHAB-
BAT SERVICE AND DIN-
NER: $25 ($45 per family). 
6:30 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: A com-
edy show about the great-
est American novels never 
written. $8 ($6 in advance). 
8:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], unionhallny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 24
ICE SKATING: 11 am–9 pm. 

See Friday, Dec. 16. 
MUSIC, CHRISTMAS EVE 

BARGEMUSIC: A concert 
of Bach’s Goldberg Varia-
tions. $75. 7:30 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624–2083], www.
bargemusic.org.

CHURCH OF THE INFINITE 
YOU WITH MINISTER 
JEAN GRAE: 3 pm. See 
Sunday, Dec. 18. 

        TheMusical
About Hollywood’s 
Tough Guy in Tap Shoes

AN AMAZING

MUSICAL! 

-  Steve Schonberg, WNBC-TV
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NEW YORK’S CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED HIT MUSICAL

RECOGNIZED BY THE DRAMA DESK, OUTER CRITICS CIRCLE, ASTAIRE AWARDS & OFF BROADWAY ALLIANCE

Telecharge.com  212-239-6200 - Groups: 212-757-9117
Westside Theatre 407 W 43rd St - CagneyTheMusical.com

NOTHING BUT JOY -

AND PLENTY OF IT! 

- Rex Reed, NY Observer

“ “

NEW THURSDAY MATINEES 2PM

salty salmon roll balances 
everything out. 

Carraway’s favorite 
Shelsky’s Jewish deli in 

Boerum Hill will serve a 
latke version of its Great 
Gatsby sandwich, named 
for its caraway seeds. 

The latke is studded with 
caraway seeds, fried in duck 
fat, stuffed with honey mus-
tard, and topped with horse-
radish cream cheese and 
pastrami-smoked salmon, a 
decadent combination that 
might win the competition, 
said chef and owner Peter 
Shelsky.

“It’s outrageous. It’s 

stuffed with something, it’s 
different than something 
we’ve ever done,” he said. 

“And I think having it 
stuffed, when you bite into 
it, it oozes out a little, that 
might be the ticket.” 

Just a Norm-al latke 
Brooklyn Museum’s own 

the Norm restaurant brings 
in Caribbean flavor with 
an oxtail-topped latke made 
from the potato-like woody 
root called yuca. Chef Saul 
Bolton purees onion into a 
juice and squeezes it into 
the latke to make it crispy, 
with no chunks, and adds a 
coconut milk-made yogurt 
and cilantro on top. The 
savory oxtail marmalade 
speaks to the neighbor-
hood’s Caribbean commu-

nity, said Bolton. 
“Because it’s at the 

Brooklyn Museum, it 
speaks to the diversity 
of Brooklyn. I wanted to 
do something that sort of 
bridges that group, not the 
traditional latke. 

The yuca really works 
well, and it’s cool doing 
something that’s a little dif-
ferent,” said Bolton. “Oxtail 
is big in Jamaica and the 
Caribbean. It’s really, really 
good stuff. I love potato lat-
kes, and who doesn’t love 
potatoes in any shape or 
form?”

Latke Festival at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
www.latkefestival.com]. 
Dec. 19, 6–9 pm. $70–$120.

Continued from page 38 

LATKE

“It’s a cozy little place 
that kind of makes you 
want to curl up with a 
book,” said Bridgins. “The 
series grew out of a lack of 
literary events in Ditmas 
Park, but we also want it 
to be for everyone in a 
fun place that gets people 

excited about books.”
Ditmas Lit’s four-month 

stint at Sycamore is a trial 
run for future jaunts in 
the neighborhood. The 
organizers will study what 
works and what doesn’t 
and maybe find the series 
a more permanent place, 
said Lyon.

“If it gains some trac-
tion we hope to find a 
new venue and maybe a 

home,” she said. “We have 
the sense that Ditmas is 
hungry for this sort of 
thing and I hope that we’re 
right.”

Ditmas Lit at Sycamore 
Bar and Flower Shop [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850, www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com]. Dec. 20 at 8 
pm. Free.

Continued from page 38 

DITMAS
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WISHING YOU JOY & PEACE 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

www.ridgewoodbank.com
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Blackbirds bounce back with win
BY LAURA AMATO

He didn’t hit just one big shot 
— he hit two.

Iverson Fleming notched 
a pair of baskets in the fi nal 
minute-and-a-half of play on 
Dec. 11 — including the go-
ahead jumper with 24 seconds 
left — to lift Long Island Uni-
versity to a 74–73 victory over 
St. John’s at Barclays Center 
in the Brooklyn Hoops Winter 
Festival. 

Fleming was a scoring force 
to be reckoned with throughout 
the non-league matchup, rack-
ing up a game-high 21 points 
on seven of 17 from the fl oor.

“It’s a mindset and my 
coach preaches about having 
the will to win,” Fleming said. 
“That’s what I try to do every 
day when I step onto the court. 
At that point in time, I was just 
trying to be aggressive.”

It was a big-time victory for 
the Blackbirds squad, which 
has been stumbling recently af-
ter getting off to the program’s 
best start since the 1971–72 sea-

son. Long Island University 
(7–3) came into the matchup 
on a two-game skid, wrapping 
up a month-long road trip with 
lackluster performances at In-
carnate Word and North Caro-
lina Central.

The squad didn’t show any 
signs of weariness, however, 
jumping out to a 10-point lead 
just fi ve-and-a-half minutes 
into the game. The Blackbirds 
dominated in the paint, taking 
advantage of a thin St. John’s 
(5–6) frontcourt. 

“That’s a focus of ours every 
time we start the game, let’s get 
the ball inside and play inside 
out,” coach Jack Perri said. 
“Going inside is what we do.”

St. John’s battled back late 
in the half, and the teams went 
into the break knotted at 42–
42.

Long Island University 
made some halftime adjust-
ments, particularly on the de-
fensive side of the ball. That de-
fense focused most of its efforts BIG MAN ON COURT: Blackbirds forward Jerome Frink was a big-time presence down low, racking up 20 points 

against St. John’s on Dec. 11.  Long Island Athletics / Mike McLaughlin

BY LAURA AMATO
There weren’t any champions 
crowned, but boys soccer in 
Brooklyn still managed to im-
press this season.

Grand Street Campus once 
again led the charge, reaching 
the Public Schools Athletic 
League Class A quarterfi nal, 
falling in penalty kicks to Bea-
con in a rematch of last year’s 
championship game. 

Fort Hamilton also made it 
as far as the quarterfi nals af-
ter clinching the Brooklyn A 
West crown during the regu-
lar season.

Canarsie posted a perfect 
record in the regular season, 
sparked by a dominant front 
line, before coming up short 

to LaGuardia in the Class B 
quarters.

Brooklyn’s offensive stars 
also shined throughout the 
season as three different play-
ers fi nished in the top-10 of 
scoring across the city. 

Here are the best of the best 
from across Brooklyn:

Player
Brial Wilson George, Grand 
Street

The senior sparked the 
Wolves’ offensive front once 
again this fall, racking up 
13 goals and 19 assists in 12 
games during the regular sea-
son. George’s ability to notch 
goals himself — or set up his 
teammates — made him one of 

the most consistently danger-
ous players on Grand Street’s 
front line.

He also chipped in four as-
sists during three postseason 
games, helping spread the ball 
out on a Grand Street squad 
that was chock-full of weap-
ons. The forward wrapped up 
his high-school career with 
an appearance in the Mayor’s 
Cup.

Coach
Johnny Chavez, Grand Street

Chavez, a Grand Street 
alum, once again led the 
Wolves to a dominant season, 
building on his team’s offen-
sive strengths. The squad out-SCORING SENSATION: Grand Street’s Briail Wilson George, left, was an 

offensive force once again this fall. Grand Street / Andre Johnson

Continued on page 45

Continued on page 45

Your 2016 All-Brooklyn 
boys’ soccer honors!

• ‘They showed me a picture 
of my heart … and it was 
all shredded up.’

• ‘There were so 
many trees and it 
was all wide open.’

— Crown Heights native and Queens College 
basketballer Tyrone Hall on his ticker condition

— Lifelong Brooklynite Desinty 
Philoxy describes UMass 
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BY LAURA AMATO
She’s ready for fresh air, 
wide-open spaces, and a 
brand-new basketball chal-
lenge.

South Shore junior point 
guard Destiny Philoxy ver-
bally committed to the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts 
last week. Life in Amherst 
will be decidedly differ-
ent from Canarsie, but the 
Lady Vikings star is ex-
cited for the next step.

“I visited last month, and 
there were so many trees 
and it was all wide open,” 
said Philoxy, who averaged 
8.1 points per game and 3.5 
assists last season. “There 
weren’t any buildings, just 
kind of a big, huge campus. 
But I like that a lot, and I’m 
kind of looking forward to 
a new challenge.”

Philoxy fi rst started 
talking with the team in 
August, just a few months 
after the Minutewomen 
hired new head coach Tory 
Verdi. It didn’t take long for 
Philoxy to realize UMass 
was the program for her, 
especially after meeting 
with Verdi. 

“When I fi rst met him, 
he told me, ‘Remember we 
saw you when no one else 
did,’ ” Philoxy said. “And 
that stuck in my head for 
a while. So I wanted to go 
there. They’re a good team, 
number one, and coach and 
I really hit it off.”

Philoxy visited the 
campus in November. She 
didn’t get to meet everyone 
on the roster, but she did 
spend a few moments with 
senior guard Alyx Stiff. 
The two discussed the fu-
ture of the program, what 
Philoxy could bring to the 
team, and — most impor-
tantly — jersey numbers. 

“We actually talked 
about how I would take her 

jersey number if I came to 
the school,” Philoxy said. 
“That was pretty cool, and 
it made me feel comfort-
able.”

Philoxy still has plenty 
of high-school basketball 
left in front of her — in-
cluding a run at a third-
straight Public Schools 
Athletic League champion-
ship with South Shore this 
winter — but the backcourt 
star is already thinking big 
when it comes to her goals 
at the college level. 

“I want to start off big,” 
Philoxy said. “I think I 
could start as rookie of the 
year and play some point 
guard. I just want to show 
people that players from 
New York can play at this 
next level.”

Philoxy also drew inter-
est from Virginia Common-
wealth University, Ford-
ham, Quinnipiac, Wagner, 
and American. She couldn’t 
shake the draw to UMass, 
however, and the prospect 
of playing in the Atlan-
tic-10 was simply too good 
to pass up. 

“I just want to show the 
rest of the country that I’m 
a dominant point guard,” 
Philoxy said. “And that I’m 
a solid, all-around player at 
this level.”

The lefty guard already 
hit her stride with the Lady 
Vikings this season, the 
offensive spark for South 
Shore, but the commitment 
is a weight off her shoul-
ders. She knows what’s 
next, and now she can sim-
ply focus on winning cham-
pionships.

“I was struggling, kind 
of knowing that I’d have to 
pick through some of these 
colleges,” Philoxy said. “I 
just knew that UMass was 
the right one for me. So that 
made it easier.”

Destiny fulfi lled

BY LAURA AMATO
The comeback came up short. 

Bishop Loughlin’s boys 
basketball team staged a fero-
cious rally on Dec. 9, but the 
Lions couldn’t overcome a 
double-digit defi cit, falling 87–
84 to Cardinal Hayes. The Car-
dinals scored the game-win-
ning three-pointer with just 
eight seconds left on the clock, 
and Loughlin’s coach blames 
his squad for even letting the 
game get that close.

“It was tough. I mean, it’s 
hard to spot somebody 20 points 
and expect to come back,” said 
Loughlin coach Edwin Gon-
zalez. “We didn’t come out the 
way we normally would have 
and we paid for it.”

Loughlin (2–1) struggled 
from the get-go as the ball re-
fused to bounce the Lions’ way. 
Hayes, meanwhile, hit its of-
fensive stride from the open-
ing whistle, using a 12-point 
run in the fi rst quarter to cre-
ate some early-game separa-
tion. 

Keith Williams and 
Markquis Nowell — Lough-
lin’s dynamic scoring duo — 
were both held in check in the 
opening 16 minutes as Hayes’ 
(4–0) defensive efforts kept the 
Lions on their toes. Loughlin 
ended the half down 43–23.

“We tried to mess them up 
with some zones,” Hayes coach 
Joe Lods said. “I just wanted to 
slow Markquis and Keith a lit-
tle bit on their free a bit. That 
was the plan.”

The Lions did their best to 
claw back in the third quar-
ter, making it a 13-point game 
with just over two minutes left 
in the period, but Hayes had 

an answer for each Loughlin 
bucket. 

That changed in the fourth 
quarter.

Loughlin opened up the 
fourth with 16 points to Hayes’ 
2, sparked by Williams’s ag-
gressive play underneath the 
hoop. The Cincinnati com-
mit fi nished with 21 points af-

HEAVY HITTER: Keith Williams attempts a shot.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY LAURA AMATO
Basketball literally saved his 
life.

Crown Heights native Ty-
rone Hall was playing a pickup 
game at W. Fourth Street in 
August 2015 when he collapsed 
in the middle of the court. 

Two days and dozens of 
tests later, doctors told Hall 
the right side of his heart was 
severely underdeveloped — 
and the only reason he had 
survived this long was be-
cause of basketball and the 
intense workout regimen he 
maintained to keep his game 
up.

“The doctor said because 
I don’t drink or smoke and I 
work out that the left side of 
my heart developed so much 
muscle it allowed me to sur-
vive,” Hall said. “They showed 
me a picture of my heart and it 
just looked like somebody had 

punched it. It was all shredded 
up.”

Hall had open-heart sur-
gery just days after he passed 
out on the court. It was terrify-
ing, and the prospect of recov-
ery was intimidating, but Hall 
knew it was just another chal-
lenge for him to overcome. 

After all, he was hardly a 
stranger to adversity.

Hall went to three differ-
ent high schools, struggling 
to fi nd consistency or the ded-
ication to stay in class. That 
changed during his senior 
year when he moved in with 
his aunt and uncle. 

The rules were simple — 
go to class and stay in line. So 
Hall did just that. He went to 
class and — more importantly 
— went to the gym. And he 
started playing basketball. 

It was never serious, just a 
means of making friends, but 

two years after he graduated 
from Aspiration in 2010, Hall 
discovered basketball could 
also be a way out. 

“I met this guy — Tippy 
McTernan — he’d get guys and 
help them out and get them 
in school,” Hall said. “Tippy 
came up to me and told me I 

Heartfelt effort

CLOCK WATCHING: Brooklynite 
Tyrone Hall was told he might not 
ever play basketball again after 
undergoing open-heart surgery in 
2015. He’s averaging nearly 20 min-
utes a game at Queens College this 
season.  
 Community News Group / Laura Amato

Lions comeback roar 
silenced by Hayes

REVOLUTIONARY DECISION: South Shore’s Desinty Philoxy verbal-
ly committed to the Minutewomen last week, cementing her future 
at the University of Massachusetts. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on page 45

Continued on page 45
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was ‘raw talent.’ I didn’t think I was that good. 
And he asked me about playing college ball. I 
started laughing. I didn’t even play high-school 
ball. You want me to play college ball?”

McTernan gave Hall the names of several 
coaches, and Hall got in touch with Robert 
Haynes at Porterville College in California. 
Haynes asked Hall to send him a tape of his 
game, but he didn’t have any fi lm — he didn’t 
even have a team. So, Hall came up with a plan 
to make highlights. 

“I went in the gym and I asked my best 
friend to record me,” Hall said. “It was just me 
shooting the ball and dunking the door. That 
was my highlight tape. Shooting the ball in the 
gym by myself.”

It worked. Hall went to California in 2013 
— playing two seasons at Porterville where he 
earned Rookie of the Year and all-league hon-
ors. And when he was done, he wasn’t just a 
street-ball player anymore. He was a true bas-
ketball player with a sense of confi dence he’d 
never once possessed in high school. 

Hall had offers from a handful of Division-I 
programs out of Porterville, but he wanted to 
come home and Queens College was a solid fi t. 
Two days after he sent in his commitment let-
ters, Hall collapsed on W. Fourth Street.

Doctors told him after his surgery it would 
take four to six weeks to recover — he was back 

on the court in three. 
“I feel like I can breathe better,” Hall said 

of his post-surgery game. “I used to be able to 
play basketball, but only for a short period of 
time, and I’d be very winded. Now I can play 
all day.”

Hall averaged 8.7 points, 2.4 rebounds and 
1.6 assists in his fi rst seven games this season. 
It’s never been easy, but as far as Hall is con-
cerned, easy wouldn’t be normal for him. 

And every challenge he’s faced has only fu-
eled his fi re — on and off the court — and now 
he’s ready for whatever comes next. 

“I want to win this season. I want to make 
the tournament and see how far that takes us,” 
Hall said. “And then I see myself playing ball 
overseas. I think I’m good enough.”

SETTLING IN: Crown Heights native Tyrone Hall, right, 
has battled his fair share of obstacles to get onto the 
court at Queens College this season and he’s thankful 
for every moment, even in practice.  
 Community News Group / Laura Amato

DOUBLE CLUTCH: Blackbird senior Iverson Fleming drained a late-game 
trey and the game-winning jumper to lift his team to a victory over St. 
John’s at Barclays Center on Dec. 11.  Long Island University / Mike McLaughlin

on slowing down St. John’s 
guard — and former Jeffer-
son star — Shamorie Ponds. 
The freshman was held to just 
eight points in the second half 
and came up short on the po-
tential game-winner as time 
expired. 

“If you make any mis-
takes on him, it’s in the bas-
ket. He’s a super talent,” Perri 
said. “Iverson [Anderson] and 
Jashaun [Agosto] did a really 
good job of limiting their mis-
takes on him.”

Long Island University 
was hampered by foul trou-
ble throughout the second 
half, but the Blackbirds main-
tained focus — led by Fleming 
on both sides of the ball.

He answered a Feder-
ico Mussini three with one 

of his own to make it a one-
point game with 1:30 left and 
drained the go-ahead jumper 
after the Red Storm turned 
the ball over on the next pos-
session. 

“We’re looking to do some 
special things this upcoming 
season,” Fleming said. “It just 
shows we can play with any-
one if we put our mind to it.”

Long Island University is 
hoping a win like this — par-
ticularly over a Big East oppo-
nent — is the spark the squad 
needs heading into league 
play this season. This is big, 
but the Blackbirds are hardly 
satisfi ed. 

“It’s obviously a huge win,” 
Perri said. “This puts us in a 
place where we want to be. It’s 
been a while since we went to 
the NCAA Tournament, and 
these guys have a chance to 
do something special if they 
really focus.”

scored its opponents 157–8 
over 15 games. Grand Street 
cruised to a Brooklyn A Cen-
tral title and, despite coming 
up short in the postseason, the 
Wolves are primed for another 
run next year. Two of the 
team’s top three scorers will 
be back next fall.

All-Brooklyn
Victor Ogunwale, Thomas Jef-
ferson

The senior forward could 
almost always be found in 
front of the net this fall, deter-
mined to push the ball when-
ever it hit his feet. It was an ef-
fective approach as Ogunwale 
notched a team-best 25 goals 
in 13 games. He also added 
three assists during the regu-
lar season.

Tajea Brown, Grand Street 
Campus

The sophomore made his 
presence known just about 
every time he stepped onto 
the fi eld this fall. He scored 
17 goals on just 35 shots and 
dished out 15 assists. Brown 
also added a whopping fi ve 
goals in three playoff games 
and chipped in one assist for 
good measure.

Gregory Vaughn, Canarsie
The junior midfi elder was a 

major part of his squad’s unde-

feated regular season, racking 
up 24 goals and 13 assists in 12 
games. Vaughn didn’t slow 
down in the playoffs either — 
he notched fi ve more goals in 
three postseason matchups. 

Khaled Abdella, Fort Hamilton 
The junior was a goal-

scoring machine this fall. He 
racked up a team-best 23 goals 
on just 55 shots in 13 regular-
season games

 Abdella also chipped in 10 
assists as the Tigers grabbed 
the Brooklyn A West crown 
this fall. His 56 total points 
were far and away the top 
offensive performance in 
the league — the next clos-
est player notched just 37 
points.

Foti Ceci, Fort Hamilton
The senior midfi elder was 

the Tigers’ leader on and off 
the fi eld, a calm and consis-
tent force who set the tone for 
the squad’s offense.

Ceci racked up six goals, 
but he was at his best when 
setting up his teammates, 
dishing out a league-best 16 
assists. 

Aaron Kraus, Brooklyn Tech
Kraus led the Engineers on 

the offensive side of the ball in 
his fi nal year of high-school 
soccer, notching a team-best 
10 goals in 13 games.

Steven Fadel, Xaverian
The senior defensive-mid-

fi elder and experienced pres-
ence on the Clippers back line 
wrapped up his high-school 
career with an appearance in 
the Mayor’s Cup. 

Xaverian limited oppo-
nents to two goals or less in 10 
different games this fall.

Demyan Turiy, James Madi-
son

The senior, who competed 
in the Mayor’s Cup, was an ev-
erything-player for the Golden 
Knights this season.

Turiy notched 14 goals — 
but he also chipped in solid 
minutes on a Madison defense 
that allowed just under two 
goals per game on average. 

Omario Rosen, Canarsie
The senior racked up 16 

goals and 17 assists during his 
fi nal season with the Chiefs. 
Rosen, who competed in the 
Mayor’s Cup as a defender, has 
drawn interest from a handful 
of college programs and hopes 
to continue his career at the 
next level. 

Mahmoud Elshikh, Madison
The junior goalkeeper was 

a wall in net throughout the 
year, racking up a whopping 
148 saves in 14 games during 
the regular season. 

He notched an 87.05 save 
percentage over that stretch 
— the best in Brooklyn A West 
league play — and allowed just 
22 goals. He also presided over 
three shutouts.

ter being shut out in the fi rst 
half. 

“We tried to do some dif-
ferent things, and he wanted 
to stay in there to help out the 
team,” Gonzalez said of the 
senior. “He’s a warrior, and 
he wanted to fi ght through 
it.”

Hayes struggled to match 
Loughlin’s fourth-quarter 
push as four of the Cardinals’ 
fi ve starters fouled out of the 
game. The Lions took advan-
tage, taking their fi rst lead 
since early in the fi rst quarter 
on an Adrien Nunez jumper 
with just under a minute left 
on the clock. 

The squads exchanged 
buckets and free throws on 
the next two possessions, but 
two Loughlin turnovers hurt 
the Lions and Jontai Wil-
liams’s three-pointer with 
eight seconds to play made it 
a three-point game. 

“My teammates just 
grabbed the ball, and it was 
a great steal,” Williams said. 
“They looked up to me, and I 
knocked down the shot.”

Loughlin had one more 
chance to tie the game up, 
but Williams went 2-for-3 at 
the line, and Hayes padded 
its cushion with a pair of free 
throws just before the fi nal 
buzzer. 

It was a disappointing loss 
for Loughlin, particularly af-
ter coming so close to such an 
impressive comeback, but the 
Lions refused to let the fi nal 
score change the way they 
looked at the game. It’s still 
early in the season, and this 
game proved the Lions have 
some fi ght in the game, Gon-
zalez said.

“They showed grit and 
grind, and I’m very proud of 
them. The season’s early, and 
I’d rather have that loss now 
than later on,” he said. “It’s a 
veteran team, and they came 
back. We’ll put it together, I 
believe that.”

Continued from page 44 
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We Lease

 LESS!
All New 2016 Vehicles Priced At 

Leftover Pricing And Will Get 

1st Priority In Our Service Dept!

for Much Much

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on select new 
vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will qualify. 

Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0%
APR

Financing
 60 Mos.Up
To

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $4536/17115, Fusion: $2376/17676, Fiesta: $1656/10503, Escape: $2376/17756, Focus: $2376/10791, Explorer: $4536/21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash available 
to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers can-
not be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

CERTIFIED
BY FORD

 • Factory-Backed 
   7 Year/100,000 Mile Powertrain 
   Warranty Coverage 
• Free Vehicle History Report

IN BROOKLYN

MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

’11 FORD EXPEDITION 4X4
Auto, A/C, White,
35K Stk#1953F ..............................Buy For

$19,999*

’16 FORD TRANSIT WAGON XLT
Auto, P/S, ABS, White. 
Stk#1803F. Only 4K Miles!.........Buy For

$27,493*

’11 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, A/C, Grey,
32K Mi, Stk#1911F ....................Buy For 

$9,999*

’11 FORD EDGE SE
Auto, A/C, Dark Red,
34K Mi, Stk#1942F ...............Buy For 

$12,995*

’13 FORD ESCAPE SE 4X4
Auto, A/C, Black,
51K Mi, Stk#1973F ................ Buy For

$13,995*

’15 FORD FOCUS SE
Auto, A/C, Stk#1231F
19K Mi . ...................................Buy For 

$13,999*

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

’12 FORD TAURUS LTD
Auto, A/C, Grey,
32K Mi, Stk#1138F ...............Buy For 

$14,995*

’14 FORD C-MAX HYBRID
Auto, ABS, Stk#1630F.
13K Mi ........................................................Buy For 

$16,999*

’13 FORD EXPLORER 
Auto, ABS, Cruise, P/L, Roof Rails,
Black, Stk#1893F, 49K Mi ......... Buy For

$17,995*

’13 FORD E350
15 Passenger, Auto, P/S, White. 
Stk#1793F. 43K Mi ......................Buy For 

$19,999*

NEW
2017
RE-DESIGN

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$99
†

6 Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, 100A 
Package, and Much More! MSRP $21,455. VIN#1FGL236066. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: 
$3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
Title & MV fees addt’l. Includes $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4WDBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$189
†

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, 
Equipment Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,945. VIN#1FHGA19303. $7,633 Due at Inception Inc: 
$6,799 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$99
†

200A Package, Leather, Rear Camera, Auto, 4 Cyl, 
P/S, ABS & Much More! MSRP $24,565. VIN#3FGR180492. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: $3,995 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: 
$3,500 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

MUSTANGBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$189
†

 2.3L EcoBoost Engine, 6-Speed Auto, P/S, 
ABS, Air Conditioning & More! MSRP $28,525. VIN#1FG5331083. $5829 Due at Inception 
inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month’s payment, $0 security deposit. 
Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

FIESTA
SE

BRAND NEW 2015 FORD

 6-Speed Auto,  1.6L V6 Engine, 200A Package,  P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much More! 
MSRP $17,015. VIN#3FFM157109. $4,709 Due at Inception inc: $3995 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & 
DMV fees addt’l. Inc: $1500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 12/31/16.

$69 †

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

ESCAPE
SE

BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much 
More! MSRP $28,235. VIN#1FHUC30257. $6,439 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: 
$3,000 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

$99 †

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES


