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BY LAUREN GILL
They’ve taken a kids’ show 
and added a splash of vio-
lence!

A theater show inspired 
equally by “Sesame Street” 
and “Friday the 13th” will 
leave audiences splattered 
with fake blood and gore. 
The director of “Blank-
land,” opening Jan. 19 at 

Williamsburg’s Vital Joint, 
says that visitors will get 
plastic sheets to hide from 
the gouts of blood, but he 
hopes that those who wind 
up coated in carnage will 
be able to laugh it off — or 
at least wash it off.

“I hope they have a good 
humor about it,” said Jon 
Burkland, a member of 

Boom Bat Gesture perfor-
mance group. “We’ve all 
done the show a bunch of 
times and it washes out. 
We did send out a warn-
ing with the confi rmation 
email, so I do hope people 
read that.” 

The mash-up of kids’ 
television and slasher fl icks 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The city installed oversized stop 
signs on Ryder Street at Avenue P 
last week in response to a 9-year-
old boy’s injury at the intersec-
tion last month. But it needs to 
speed up a study for more stop 
signs and speed bumps, because 
the slightly larger postings won’t 
make a big difference alone, lo-
cals said.

“It is completely ridiculous, 
it’s not going to help anything,” 
said Ryder Street resident Mark 
Posner. “The amount of traffi c 
coming down this street, they 
should put speed bumps on this 
block to discourage people from 
coming down the block and all-
way stop signs to slow the traffi c 
down.”

A woman driving on Ryder 
Street toward the Belt Parkway 
collided with a box truck at the 
junction on Dec. 9, bouncing off 
the truck and striking young 
Yehuda Aryeah, who went to 
the hospital in critical condi-
tion for head and torso inju-
ries.

Offi cials are still investigat-

BY COLIN MIXSON
The city plans to reserve 
hundreds of on-street park-
ing spots for car-rental 
companies such as Zipcar 
and Car2go as part of a two-
year program designed to 
encourage drivers to ditch 
their own vehicles — and 
some of them could be in 
Park Slope.

City transportation czar 
Polly Trottenberg recently 
singled out the Brownstone 
nabe — known as “no-Park 
Slope” for its lack of park-
ing — as the kind of place 
where more so-called “car-
sharing” services could 
really make a difference 
because many households 

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 9Continued on page 12

Tragedy as 
TV variety

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a multimedia “Medea!”

A Greek tragedy re-imagined 
as a Latin-disco variety show will 
soon cha-cha into a Fort Greene 
television studio for a production 
to be fi lmed, edited, and broad-
cast live for audiences across the 
globe. “La Medea,” running from 
Jan. 20–22 at Bric Arts Media, 
mashes up the violent Euripides 
play about a scorned barbarian 
princess with a pop dance show, 
and its fi ery narrative is intensi-
fi ed by the genre-bending format, 
said the creator.

“I wanted to tell this in differ-
ent ways, in different colors, in 
different genres so we have this 
kaleidoscope portrait of Medea,” 
said Yara Travieso, the show’s 
writer, director, and choreog-
rapher. “At the time I was dig-
ging into the play, I was obsess-
ing over Italian disco-pop stars 
who are known for performing 
on these very gaudy, dramatic 
television shows. And I thought, 

Continued on page 6
DRESS TO IMPRESS: The production “La Medea” offers a portrait of the barbarian princess as she tries to hold on to 
her position.  Maria Baranova

COVER ME: The characters 
of “Blankland” know it’s 
about to get messy.

There will be — fake — bloodWatch this space

A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 2 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

DANCING QUEENBig deal!
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it postage and mis-han-
dling!

Boerum Hill residents 
will soon have to trek to an 
entirely different zip code 
to retrieve missed pack-
ages when the Times Plaza 
post offi ce relocates on Jan. 
17, and locals are already 
stamp-ing their feet about 
the long walk. 

“You’re kind of 
screwed if you don’t get 
your package the first 
time,” said resident Bill 
Harris. “It’s a big incon-
venience — you have to 
walk all the way up to 
Flatbush and cross two 
more long streets.” 

The 11217 postal depot at 
542 Atlantic Ave. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
is closing its doors on the 
red-letter day of Jan. 13 and 
moving across the street 
to 539–541 Atlantic Ave. 
the following Tuesday, ac-
cording to a Postal Service 
spokesman Xavier Her-
nandez. But parcel pickup 
won’t ship off to the new lo-
cation — that service is be-
ing signed, sealed, and de-

livered to the offi ce’s annex 
on Dean Street between 
Carlton and Vanderbilt av-
enues in Prospect Heights, 
which is part of the 11238 
postal code.

Locals will still be able 
to buy stamps and boxes, 
use parcel lockers, and ac-
cess post offi ce boxes at the 
new Atlantic Avenue out-
post.

The approximately 
12-minute walk from Atlan-
tic Avenue to Dean Street 
— based on some back-of-
the-envelope calculations 
— is especially onerous be-
cause locals complain that 
postal workers leave slips 
for missed deliveries even 
when they’ve been home 
all day, according to one lo-
cal leader. 

“I think people are go-
ing to react poorly to this 
because the number one 
complaint we get is that 
package delivery doesn’t 
work,” said Community 
Board 2 district manager 
Rob Perris. “On a regu-
lar basis, we hear from 
people saying ‘I received a 
notice saying they tried to 

make a delivery and I was 
here.’ ”

Hernandez said only 
that the services are be-
ing split for “operational 
reasons” but could not 
elaborate on what those 
are. 

The move has been in 
the works for three years. 
Postal offi cials originally 
wanted to move the en-
tire operation to the Dean 
Street space in 2015, but 
cancelled that plan after 
realizing  it would be in the 
wrong zip . 

They tossed up several 
other locations, including 
one on Flatbush Avenue 
in Park Slope and another 
on Atlantic Avenue that 
ended up being rented out 
by walk-in health clinic 
City MD, according to Per-
ris. 

The current Times 
Plaza post offi ce is notori-
ous for its long lines and 
crummy service, accord-
ing to Harris, so there 
might actually be a silver 
lining to splitting up pack-
age pick-up and retail ser-

DELIVERY DRAMA: Boerum Hill resident Bill Harris is peeved that he’ll now have to walk at least 12 
minutes to Dean Street to pick up missed packages.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Parceling it out
Boerum Hill post offi ce moving package 

pick-up to entirely different zip code

Continued on page 5
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BY COLIN MIXSON
These protestors put the “civil” 
in civil unrest!

Around 200 polite eco-activ-
ists rallied outside Sen. Chuck 
Schumer’s Park Slope pad on 
Jan. 9, demanding he fi ght 
President-elect Trump’s nomi-
nees for key environmental po-
sitions — and the rabble-rous-
ers were so well-behaved, even 
the counter-protesters were im-
pressed.

“This was one of the most 
civil groups of anti-Trump dem-
onstrators I’ve come across — 
almost too civil,” said Trump 
fan Jim MacDonald, who trav-
eled from Queens to protest the 
protestors outside Schumer’s 
Prospect Park West apartment 
building. “There’s a level of dan-
ger at some of these [protests], 
but the one last night, because 
they were such civil people, I 
didn’t feel it whatsoever.”

Protests are already becom-
ing a regular feature outside 
the new senate minority lead-
er’s tony Prospect Park-adjacent 
home —  there was one on Sun-
day night  and  another on Tues-
day .

Monday’s rally was organized 
by environmental activist group 
350 Brooklyn in an effort to pres-
sure Schumer into taking a hard 
stance against Trump’s climate-
change-denying picks — includ-
ing ExxonMobile honcho Rex 
Tillerson for secretary of state, 
Oklahoma Attorney General 
Scott Pruitt for head of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, 
former Texas Gov. Rick Perry as 
Energy Department chief, and 
Montana Rep. Ryan Zinke as sec-

retary of the interior.
Schumer has a poor repu-

tation among environmental-
ists when it comes to climate 
issues, and the protestors 
are worried he will give into 
Trump’s nominees without a 
fight, according to the event’s 
organizer.

“He has in the past been a 
man who makes bargains, deals 
to get the political process mov-
ing forward,” said 350 Brooklyn 
coordinator and Park Slope resi-
dent Sara Gronim. “Our concern 
tonight is he doesn’t make a deal 
on these four.”

Meanwhile, MacDonald and 
a pal held a sign reading “Cli-
mate Change is Crap” in the 
hopes of foiling the activists’ ef-
forts.

At some point in the evening, 
one protestor called MacDonald 
“an idiot,” but the demonstra-
tors were otherwise polite and 
left them unmolested, he said.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This Brooklynite correctly pre-
dicted a Donald Trump presi-
dency while famed election ana-
lyst Nate Silver was still going 
through puberty.

Brighton Beacher Joseph Ben-
Po’s obscure 1990 play “President 
Trump: A play about love, not a 
broken heart nor a messy divorce” 
follows The Donald’s road to the 
White House as he tries to make 
America great again by halting 
Japan’s acquisition of American 
real estate and preventing a sec-
ond Pearl Harbor attack.

Even the writer, who voted for 
Trump, was fl oored that his bi-
zarre prediction came true after 
nearly three decades, he said.

“I fell out of my chair,” Ben-
Po said of his reaction to the Nov. 
9 victory, which most said was 
in the bag for Hillary Clinton. 
“How is this possible my predic-
tion from 27 years ago is becom-
ing true, that he’s going to be the 
president of America? Who could 
believe it? Nobody, nobody — and 
I don’t think he himself — this 
time 27 years ago, thought that 
one day he would run to be the 
president.”

And the play apparently 
aged well — substitute Japan for 
China, and the production could 
be staged today, according to Ben-
Po.

“In 1990, the Japanese used 
to buy a lot of buildings, many, 
many buildings. They became the 
power of real estate in New York 
and nobody knew how to stop 
them,” he said. “Now, the Chinese 
are buying all over, but nobody 
stands against the Chinese.”

Here’s a taste from the intro-
duction:

“Now the king (Trump) 
and Queen (his fictional wife, 
O’bana) lived in a beautiful 
gold glittering castle and were 
happy with every new real es-
tate purchase: buildings, ho-
tels, hotel-casinos. And indeed, 
the handsome king and lovely 
queen could have lived happily 
ever after. But king was not too 
selfish, for he loved his country 
as much as he loved his casino 
kingdom and wished to save 
America from being taken over 
by the modern Samurais,” the 
script reads. “And as the Japa-
nese purchase more real estate 

and American landmarks, Don-
ald’s suspicion about a second 
Pearl Harbor grows even stron-
ger. Believing he’s the reincar-
nation of President Roosevelt, 
Donald craves to be a president 
and to teach the Japanese a good 
lesson.”

Asked whether he meant 
Teddy Roosevelt of Franklin Del-
ano Roosevelt, who was presi-
dent during Pearl Harbor, Ben-Po 
clarifi ed he meant to write Harry 
Truman, who dropped the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima.

Before the play’s Trump can 
become president, he must un-
dergo plastic surgery to make 
him look smarter.

“Yeah, for the love of my coun-
try, I’m ready to turn what’s down 
up. And have the look of the most 
intelligent president. President 
Trump!” the character says.

Meantime, his wife O’Bana se-
duces Japanese military offi cials 
who are named for electronics 
brands by using a perfume called 
“banana,” which she later sells to 
them at an engorged price.

“We don’t care about the price 
because your lustful perfume has 
gotten an instant sex result,” a 
character named Lieutenant Hi-
tachi tells her.

The Israeli-born playwright 
moved to Brighton Beach about 
30 years ago, penned the work 
shortly thereafter,  published it 
through Oregon-based White 
House Publishing , and printed 
about 50 copies, he said. He sold a 
few, and all but one of the remain-
ing copies washed away in Hurri-
cane Sandy.

Ben-Po is still looking for 
someone to produce the work, he 
said.

PRESIDENTIAL PREDICTION: Brighton Beacher Joseph Ben-Po wrote a play in 
1990 in which Donald Trump would become president.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

TRAIN REX: Rallier Nick MacDonald held a sign condemning ExxonMobil Chief 
Executive Offi cer Rex Tillerson’s nomination to Secretary of State. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

FREEDOM FIGHTERS: Samuel and 
Amy Himmelstein called on Sen. Chuck 
Schumer to resist Trump’s nominees 
for cabinet and agency-head posi-
tions. 

AVANT-GARDE!
Brighton Beach man wrote a play called 

‘President Trump’ — way back in 1990

A polite friction
Dems rally in front of Schumer’s house
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Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A Muslim beautician is opening a 
women-only salon in Bay Ridge so 
hijab-wearing ladies can literally 
let their hair down without fear a 
man will walk in while they are 
baring more than they ought to.

As a measure of modesty, 
many observant Muslim women 
do not let men outside of their im-
mediate family see their hair — 
some borough beauty shops ac-
commodate the requirement by 
shuffl ing clients off to back rooms 
or basements where they are out 
of the public eye, but the founder 
of forthcoming Le’Jemalik Salon 
and Boutique on Fifth Avenue 
wanted to give fellow Muslim 
women a more dignifi ed solution 
to a unique confl ict, she said.

“I’ve heard client horror stories 
where they had to be taken down 
to the basement so they could get 
their hair done,” said owner Huda 
Quhshi, a lifelong Greenpoint resi-
dent. “Just experiencing and hear-
ing that over the years — where 

people have to be taken to a back-
room closet just to get their hair 
done — I said, ‘You know what? I 
have to do this for them. They need 
this. We need this.’ ”

Bay Ridge is peppered with 
beauty salons that advertise pri-
vate rooms for covered gals, but 
man-free salons where ladies 
can luxuriate without the stress 
of strangers popping in is a rar-
ity — and Le’Jemalik is likely 
the fi rst of its kind in Bay Ridge, 
according to a rep with the Arab 
American Association of New 
York.

It is refreshing to fi nd a beauty 
parlor that caters to specifi c reli-
gious needs, said one Muslim 
woman.

“It’s great that it’s just women, 
because when men come in we lit-
erally have to cover up in the mid-
dle of getting our hair done. We’re 
a huge population, but we are 
very overlooked. And I think it’s 
because people don’t understand 
the culture,” said Bensonhurster 

Yomna Negm. “But here I know a 
man isn’t going to suddenly come 
in. It’s a beautiful idea. It’s like a 
beauty safe haven.”

The reception area of 
Le’Jemalik — which means “for 
beauty” in Arabic — separates 
clients from the main space and 
allows husbands and brothers to 
make appointments or wait for 
their loved ones without imping-
ing on salon-goers’ modesty.

The joint is intended as a one-
stop shop where women can get 
their hair cut and styled, nails 
painted, makeup done, and even re-
ceive skin-care treatments.

The basement boasts a bridal 
boutique that features modest 
threads for Muslim women who 
still want to leave a little to the 
imagination.

Quhshi, a 37-year-old licensed 
cosmetologist specializing in 
bridal hair and makeup, has ca-
tered to her family’s beauty needs 
since age 10 when she began paint-
ing henna tattoos on her mother. 

By 14 she was doing her family 
and friends’ hair and makeup for 
special occasions, and by 19 she . 
painting henna tattoos on street-
fair revelers across the borough.

She opened her parlor in Bay 
Ridge, because much of her free-
lance clientele was from the area, 

she said.
The salon will begin accepting 

clients on Jan. 29.
Le’Jemalik Salon and Bou-

tique [6915 Fifth Ave. between 
Ovington and Bay Ridge ave-
nues, www.lejemalik.com, (917) 
378–8993].

BRIDE TO BE: Beautician Huda Quhshi applies makeup to bride Yomna Negm in a 
private bridal room at her new Bay Ridge salon, Le’Jemalik. 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack 

Salon alaykum!
Ladies-only beauty shop caters to Muslim modesty
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“If You Dream It... 

You Can
   Drive It.”

Ready for the Ultimate Car buying experience?
Gem Auto Leasing is happy to provide this free service  

to consumers and businesses to keep your  
auto buying experience fun and hassle free.

We Do The Work For You. 
Bring in our competitors price quote in writing  

and Gem Auto will beat it! 

ONE STOP SHOPPING - ALL MAKES & MODELS

www.Gemautoleasing.com

35+ Years 
Automotive Experience

35+ Years3 ss

1809 Gravesend Neck Road
(Bet. E.18 & E.19 St.)

Brooklyn, New York 11229

718-646-GEM1(4361)

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Hush little baby don’t say a 
word, mama’s going to buy 
you a music therapy ses-
sion.

A Carroll Gardens 
musician and psycho-
therapist is teaching new 
Brooklyn parents how 
to compose lullabies to 
control their offspring’s 
behavior — essentially 
creating theme songs 
for baby activities such 
as nap time and diaper 
changes so their infants 
don’t freak out every time 
they roll around.

“If it’s something 
they’re doing every day, 
like changing a diaper, 
they probably want a song 
for it,” said music thera-
pist Vered Benhorin. “The 
more the baby becomes ad-
justed to the diaper song, 
the baby’s body is adjust-
ing to the activity. It’s a be-
havioral cue.”

Benhorin’s $295, eight-
session “Baby in Tune” 
workshops — held at var-
ious locations around 
Brownstone Brooklyn — 
teach mamas and papas 
to bond with their tots in 
a way that keeps both par-
ties from screaming, she 
said. 

“Most of the time there 
is a secure bond between 
parents and babies, but 
when there’s a new baby, 
they’re often exhausted 
and overwhelmed,” Ben-
horin said. “Music is a way 
to learn more about your 
baby, and bond and connect 
in a way that’s soothing for 
both baby and parent.”

Most moms and dads 
are fl uent in parentese — 
a dialect best known as 
“baby talk” — which pos-

sess many of the sing-song 
qualities of music that rug 
rats adore, Benhorin said.

But not all parents pos-
sess the confi dence to de-
velop their natural melodic 
tendencies into a full-blown 
lullaby, and that’s where 
Benhorin comes in. 

“Right from the start 
the relationship is very 
musical,” said Benhorin. “I 
help parents become aware 
of that, and help them de-
velop their repertoire and 
create their own personal 
playlist.”

From there, parents 
learn to compose songs 
that not only keep their ba-
by’s attention, but also pro-
gram them to behave them-
selves for bed time, getting 
dressed, and of course the 

dreaded diaper change, 
among other child-rearing 
routines.

And the best part of mu-
sic therapy for babies is 
that it is not just for babies 
— Benhorin has also com-
posed a few songs that par-
ents can sing to help them-
selves soldier on through 
the consequences of the 
drastic, life-altering mira-
cle they created. 

“I’m trying to pack a 
lot in this little group,” she 
said.

Provide your babe the 
gift of song with Baby in 
Tune — various times and 
locations in Park Slope, 
Windsor Terrace, Carroll 
Gardens, and Boerum Hill. 
See www.babyintune.com. 
$295.

It’s radio ga-ga
Carroll Gardener teaching parents to 

speak to their babies through lullabies

MIND OVER MUSIC: Music therapist Vered Benhorin teaches par-
ents how to use lullabies to help babies relax during naptime. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

vices after all.
“People are so disgusted 

with the services at Times 
Plaza over many years I 
think there might only be 

two responses — one is that 
perhaps the service will get 
a little better, and secondly 
that the new storefront will 
be so small, it won’t be able 
to contain the long lines,” 
he said. 

Hernandez noted that 
one way locals can avoid 

the expedition to the hin-
terlands of 11238 is to go 
online and reschedule any 
package deliveries they 
defi nitely won’t be around 
for. 

The Times Plaza post of-
fi ce management could not 
be reached for comment.

POST
Continued from page 2
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‘This is it’ — pairing 
these two makes so much 
sense because a televi-
sion musical is so over-
the-top and it translates 
the spectacle of the play 
so well.”

The show follows 
Medea, a princess whose 
position in Greek soci-
ety is threatened when 
her husband leaves her 
for another woman. She 
seeks violent revenge, 
then escapes to Athens 
to start a new life. The 
drama unfolds in a va-
riety of styles, including 
dance, music, talk show, 
and telenovela — and 
will rope in the live stu-
dio audience to serve as a 
Greek chorus, comment-
ing on the characters’ 
moral dilemmas and pro-
gressing the plot. The au-
dience’s role is crucial to 
the production, said Tra-
vieso.

“The live audience 
helps create this world 
with us as the fi lm ex-
tras,” she said. “They 
help color the world and 
help push the narrative 
with their actions.” 

Audience members 
will also be asked to 
join a ballroom scene 
and slow-dance in the 

background. The show’s 
camera operators and 
musicians also become 
characters, peppering 
the space and provid-
ing behind-the-scenes 
glimpses at the produc-
tion’s inner workings, 
according to Travieso.

And those watching 
from home can also join 
the action. The show will 
be live-streamed on the 
 Dance Films Association 
website , where Internet 
viewers can ask ques-
tions via an online forum. 
Producers will select rele-
vant questions and use an 
earpiece to feed them to 
performers during a talk 
show segment. The task is 
an exciting challenge that 
lets anyone ask Medea 
a question and contrib-
ute to the show, said Tra-
vieso. 

“We’re not sure what 
we’ll get, maybe no one 
will ask questions,” said 
Travieso. “But I think 
that option of anyone, no 
matter where they are, 
being able to interact and 
contribute to the script is 
powerful.”

“La Medea” at Bric 
Arts Media [647 Fulton 
St. between Rockwell and 
Ashland places, (212) 352–
3101, www.bricartsmedia.
org]. Jan. 20–21 at 8 pm; 
Jan. 22 at 2 pm and 7 pm. 
$20.

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!: “La Medea,” opening Jan. 20 at 
Bric Arts Media, presents the Greek tragedy of “Medea” in the 
form of a Latin-disco variety show performed, fi lmed, and edit-
ed in front of a live audience and broadcast across the globe. 

Continued from page 1 

MEDEA

BY MAX JAEGER
Break out the coconut oil 
and give winter the middle 
fi nger! Here are fi ve ways 
to pretend it’s not winter in 
Brooklyn:

Catch a buzz
There’s only one place 

in Brooklyn where you 
can feel the sand between 
your toes as you sip a 
Rumrunner in the middle 
of a February Nor’Easter, 
and that’s Williamsburg’s 
Surf Bar — the seafood 
shack’s floor is literally 
covered in beach sand, 
and bartenders specialize 
in drinks of the tiki and 
the frozen persuasion. 
Plus the owners have re-
cently re-jiggered the 
menu with Polynesian- 
and Caribbean-inspired 
dishes.

Surf boards and tropi-
cal photos line the walls 
and ceilings, and the con-
spicuous lack of windows 
makes it very easy to for-
get you are a stone’s throw 
from the frigid East River. 
It’s just like a June after-
noon in Coney Island — 
but with fewer discarded 
fi shing hooks and white-
fi sh!

Brooklyn Surf Bar [139 
N 6th St. between Bedford 
and Berry avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–4441, 
www.brooklynsurf bar.
com/]

Get a new coat
The only coat you’ll 

need at Cobble Hill Ha-
waiian-themed mani-pedi 
salon Pau Hana is made 
of nail polish. Paintings 
of hula dancers and Ha-
waiian shirts  worthy of 
Marty Markowitz himself  
hang on the walls, and sun-

kissed ukulele music will 
help you forget snow plows 
are grinding up and down 
Court Street just a few feet 
away.

The salon regularly 
gets love from Yelp review-
ers for its chill Aloha-State 
vibes, and fashion blog Man 
Repeller  listed it among the 
best “ethical” nail salons  
in the city.

Pau Hana [235 Court St, 
between Warren and Baltic 
streets in Cobble Hill, (347) 
223–4224]

Brooklyn 
Hot-anic Garden

Take refuge in the 
Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den’s temperature-con-
trolled plant sanctuaries. 
Let the Aquatic House 
and the Tropical and Des-
ert pavilions — where 
winter temperatures can 
hit the low 80s — be your 
oases amid an increas-
ingly brown and barren 

Prospect Park.
Brooklyn Botanic Gar-

den [990 Washington Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Montgomery Street in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7200, www.bbg.org]. 

Spin around 
the world

Make good on that New 
Year’s Resolution to shave 
off you Junior’s Cheese-
cake-induced spare tire 
while you take a trip 
across the globe at Imax 
Shift, which combines 
spin classes with a mon-
ster movie screen that 
makes you feel like you 
are pedaling through a 
Caribbean island, our re-
porter said.

“The visuals tricked me 
into thinking I was some-
how defying gravity and 
riding across a tropical 
oasis,” said scribe Lauren 
Gill, who  gave the gym a 
spin last year .

Imax Shift [127 Plym-
outh St. at Adams Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 858–1200, 
w w w . i m a x s h i f t . c o m ] 
Classes start at $31.

Bonus: 
Swim with sharks

Go see  local surf song-
sters Shark?  reunite at 
Shea Stadium on Jan. 14. 
Sure, the venue’s plywood-
icicle decor might remind 
you that it’s five below 
outside, but Shark?’s 
anti-Beach Boys brand of 
garage-surf should melt 
your concerns away. Join-
ing them are Staten Is-
land post-punks Bueno, 
dream-poppers Holy Tu-
nics, and sludge crooners 
Haybaby.

Shark? reunion show at 
Shea Stadium [20 Meadow 
St. between Waterbury and 
Bogart streets in East Wil-
liamsburg, www.liveat-
sheastadium.com] Jan. 14 
at 8 pm. $8–$10.

TASTE OF SUMMER: Bartender Alexandra Gargan enjoys a pina colada with all the fi xin’s — namely a 
pink fl amingo, a pineapple, and a drink umbrella in it. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Some rays of hope
Tips to help you forget it is winter in Brooklyn
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Last week we selected 
our final resting place

718-894-4888
Cremation and Above Ground Burial Sites Available

Now we’re 
living life to 
the fullest.

I am interested in
Mausoleum Space:
Cremation Graves/Niches:

Please Mail To:
St. John’s Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, NY 11379

As indicated, please call/send 
me my FREE packet

Name

Address

Phone:

Email:

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
He’s got a few small 
changes.

Borough President Ad-
ams is recommending 
some alterations to the 
Sunset Park Library’s pro-
posed redevelopment. The 
Beep has backed the idea 
to sell the book-lender to 
developers — who  aim to 
construct 49 below-market-
rate apartments  with a new 
library on the ground fl oor 
— but he is urging develop-
ers the Fifth Avenue Com-
mittee to re-jigger the fl oor 
plan for more open space 
and to set aside apartments 
to lift homeless families 
out of the shelter system. 
Offi cials are considering 
the changes, according to a 
rep for the builder.

“Our architects are 
looking at what’s feasible 
and if changes are feasible 
we’ll discuss things fur-
ther with the Brooklyn 
Public Library,” said Jay 

Marcus, housing director 
for the Fifth Avenue Com-
mittee. “We think his com-
ments were thoughtful and 
are seriously looking into 
all the recommendations.”

The group aims to buy 
the library at the corner 
of Fourth Avenue and 51st 
Street from the city, topple 
the 43-year-old structure, 

erect an eight-story apart-
ment complex, and sell the 
ground-fl oor library back to 
the system for $1.

Adams has publicly 
supported the plan —  even 
pledging $500,000 from 
his offi ce’s budget  to help 
subsidize below-market-
rate housing. The Beep 
unveiled his latest recom-
mendations for the devel-
opment last week as part of 
the city’s review process.

He suggests design-
ers re-jigger a stairwell 
and residential lobby to 
make library areas more 
open — a move that would 
not increase the library’s 
square-footage — and is 
also asking the developer 
grant priority to homeless 
families whose children 
attend class in the local 
school district when rent-
ing out apartments — a 
policy he plans on push-
ing for all new residen-
tial projects that go before 

him for public review, a 
spokesman said.

If the project goes 
through, the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library  plans to open 
an interim book-lending lo-
cation in the building that 
houses Community Board 
7’s offi ces , and Adams is 
asking that it expand the 
temporary bibliotheque 
into a meting room used 
by the board. A rep for the 
group said he’s fi ne with the 
idea, as long as they work 
out a sharing agreement.

“I’m receptive to the 
idea. We’d have to negoti-
ate the hours so use of the 
room doesn’t interfere with 
the board’s use, but I’m 
defi nitely receptive to the 
idea,” said district man-
ager Jeremy Laufer.

The board  approved the 
project in November , but 
Council has fi nal say. Devel-
opers hope to break ground 
in the summer and reopen 
the library by 2020.

Adams: Edit library plan
Borough President weighs in on redevelopment in Sunset Park

Fire and ice
Firefi ghters rescue a man who broke his leg while sled-
ding the hill in Owl’s Head Park on Jan. 8. Paramedics 
could not carry the man, so they called in smoke-eaters, 
who used a stretcher-sled to bring him to an ambulance, 
according to our photographer. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

FIRST DRAFT: A rendering of 
the proposed apartment-and-
library building.  
 Magnusson Architecture and Planning
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When you’ve got 90 years of experi-
ence, you know how to throw awesome 
parties.

Their grandparents may have started 
Sirico’s Catering, but two cousins, Her-
cules and Jim Sirico, are the ones that 
keep these parties going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to be 
done? Your life just got easier because 
everything you need is coordinated by 
Sirico’s in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get married here? 
Say the word, and the planner will say, 
“I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be good. 
With customized menus for every taste 
and budget, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate room for 
the cocktail hour, then make their way 
to another for dinner and dancing. Of 
course, there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, hip, 
gets the party started, and keeps it mov-
ing all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will be 
treasured for a lifetime, so Sirico’s works 
with proven photographers and videog-
raphers who make sure special moments 
are captured. The beautiful gardens and 
active fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the mood 
and atmosphere, so color-coordinate 
your event with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding colors. 
Or, reach for the stars with specialized 
effects that include an image of a bright 

blue sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because Sirico’s 
party planner has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts in the 
Entourage Room where the guest of 
honor can wait with friends before the 
introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the place 
where teens enjoy drinks that include 
virgin pina coladas, strawberry daiqui-
ris, and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun food, 
customize designed to taste. Among the 
offerings: taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, there’s an 
ice cream sundae bar, candy tables, and 
Sirico’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-house de-
signs and decorations, tailored to teens. 
Balloon center pieces are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls for 
unique needs, and Sirico’s accommo-
dates them all. 

Whether it’s an anniversary, retire-
ment, Communion, Confirmation, cor-
porate event, or other special occasion, 
Sirico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can ac-
commodate up to 100, 200, and 300 people. 
Valet parking and a parking lot make it 
convenient for all guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.be-

tween 80th and 81st streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 
Open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 
1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

is designed to illuminate 
how comically common vi-
olence has become in enter-
tainment, said Burkland.

“This show asks a lot 
of questions about how we 
communicate and react to 
violence,” he said. “It does 
so in an extraordinarily 
lighthearted manner.” 

In previous incarna-
tions of the show, the au-
dience was much further 
from the action. But for 
the current, more intimate 
run at Vital Joint, which is 
limited to 15 people at each 
show, Burkland is inter-
ested to see how being up 
close and personal with the 
constant gore might turn 
people’s laughter into gasps 
of horror. 

“There’s a contradiction 
between seeing violence up 
close and the animal reac-
tion that gives to you in the 
live context, and the way it’s 
presented in a movie in a 
satirical horror fi lm where 
you’re laughing along to 
it,” he said. “I’m curious to 
see that point where people 
stop laughing, and exactly 
where that line is.”

The three-person cast 
drew inspiration for their 
piece from children’s televi-
sion shows such as “Sesame 
Street” and horror fi lms 
like “Freddy vs. Jason” and 
“Scream,” said Burkland. 
Like everyone’s favorite 
kiddie show, “Blankland” 
is divided into short seg-
ments, presented by recur-
ring characters.

During the show, the 
audience will participate 
in a series of simple games 

and learning opportuni-
ties, such as the grim game 
“What Makes You Die?,” 
which encourages guests to 
cheers for various methods 
of execution.

Those educational seg-
ments teach the audience 
not to believe everything 
they hear through lessons 
with varying levels of wis-
dom, said Burkland. 

“We’re teaching you 
something that maybe you 
agree with, something that’s 
wrong, and something that’s 
perverse and totally a---
backwards,” he said. 

“Blankland” at Vital 
Joint (109 Meserole St. at 
Manhattan Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, www.theexpo-
nentialfestival.org). Jan. 
19–20, 23–24 at 8 pm, Jan. 
22 at 7 pm. Jan. 27 at 10 pm. 
Jan. 28 at 2 pm and 10 pm. 
$18 ($15 in advance).

BLOOD
Continued from page 1

BY LAUREN GILL
First came babyccinos — 
now meet the “beet latte.”

An Australian cafe 
in Dumbo is serving up 
bright pink espresso-
style drinks made with 
powdered beets and al-
mond milk. The  Insta-
gram-friendly  concoction 
is already  a huge trend 
Down Under  — the same 
place  responsible for the 
kiddie cappuccino craze 
that took Park Slope by 
storm  — and the owners 
of Prospect Street’s Blue-
stone Lane say they’re 
now dropping the beet 
Stateside.

“We’re defi nitely a pio-
neer of it in America,” said 
Alex Stone, an Australian 
model and “wellness am-
bassador” at the cafe chain 
run by husband Nick. 

The $5 drink is less 
gross than it sounds, Stone 
insists — which is to say, it 
doesn’t actually taste like 
beets.

“Even if you’re not a 
big fan of the beet, it’s 
not overly powering,” she 
said. “The beet latte has 
a very different f lavor 
from the actual veggie 
beet.” 

Stone thinks the Pepto 

Bismol-colored beverage 
tastes like cotton candy, 
although this paper’s 
taste test concluded that 
it is more like old cereal 
milk  ). 

Despite its name, the 
“latte” doesn’t contain 
any coffee, so it doesn’t 
pack a caffeine punch — 
but Stone claims it has 
health properties that 
can’t be beet.

“It’s an incredible an-
ti-infl ammatory and anti-
oxidant,” she said. “It de-
creases stress.”

Beets are an inexplica-
bly beloved vegetable in 
Australia — the former 

convict colony enthusi-
astically stuffs so-called 
“beetroot” into burg-
ers ( even at McDonalds ), 
sandwiches, salads, dips, 
and risotto. 

But Aussies haven’t 
stopped at turning beets 
into hot pink drinks — 
they’re also using turmeric 
to make “golden lattes” 
and bright green “matcha 
lattes,” both of which are 
also on the menu at Blue-
stone Lane.

Bluestone Lane (55 
Prospect St. between Ad-
ams and Pearl streets in 
Dumbo, www.bluestonela-
neny.com).

HOT PINK: Dumbo’s Bluestone Lane is now serving this beet latte.
 Photo by Caleb Cadlwell

Pretty weird in pink
Aussie cafe in Dumbo now serving ‘beet lattes’
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a comfort zone.

A Red Hook city-plan-
ning guru is teaching 
regular citizens how to 
decode New York’s byz-
antine land-use laws and 
baffling zoning jargon, 
opening the doors to his 
home office for two hours 
a week so residents can 
ask questions about their 
properties or learn how to 
shape the future of their 
rapidly changing neigh-
borhood in a friendly en-
vironment.

“People have the 
chance to tell stories 
about what they hope for 
the future of the neigh-
borhood and at the same 
time they can apply some 
really good expertise,” 
said Alexandros Wash-
burn, who previously 
worked as the city’s chief 
urban designer and is 
now the director of the 
Center for Coastal Resil-
ience at Stevens Institute 
of Technology. “It’s some-
thing that’s just more re-
laxed and people are able 
to get ideas out on the ta-
ble in a setting that feels 
like home.”

The Van Brunt Street 

resident has been run-
ning his zoning happy 
hour from 2–4 pm every 
Wednesday since last 
month, using his special 
software, reference li-
brary, and his research 
assistant to educate the 
masses about urban plan-
ning,  as first reported by 
the Red Hook Star Re-
vue . 

Since then, local resi-
dents, business owners, 
and even staff from devel-
oper Joe Sitt’s Thor Equi-
ties —  which is planning 
a massive office complex 
at Beard and Richards 
streets  — have dropped 
by to discuss their ideas 
and learn what the hell 
“R6 with a C2-5 overlay” 
means. 

Once, a Norwegian 
couple popped in after 
spotting the discussion 
from the street, and of-
fered tips on how to im-
prove the neighborhood 
using their hometown as 
an example — evidence 
change is really afoot 
in the area, Washburn 
said. 

“People love Red Hook 
so much that even Nor-
wegian tourists will 

come and put in their two 
cents,” he said. 

Yep, Red Hook is gen-
trifying fast, with  pricey 
condo buildings  pop-
ping up along the water-
front, the mayor’s  street-
car poised to cut a path 
through its streets , and 
 a celebrity rehab center 
on the horizon . Recently, 
an engineering firm’s 
proposal to reshape the 
neighborhood in the im-
age of Battery Park City 
 has also generated a lot 
of buzz .

People can’t stop the 
relentless march of prog-
ress, Washburn says, but 
they can have a say in 
how it plays out if they 
understand what’s going 
on. 

“We know change 
is coming and we want 
that change to be on our 
terms,” he said. “How do 
we maintain the char-
acter of Red Hook as we 
grow?” 

Learn about the won-
ders of zoning with Al-
exandros Washburn (373 
Van Brunt St. at Coffey 
Street in Red Hook), 2–4 
pm every Wednesday. 
Free.

Zoning out
Red Hook city-planning guru will answer 

all your stupid questions — for free!

MAN WITH A PLAN: Land-use expert Alexandros Washburn is hosting open offi ce hours at his Red 
Hook home to help demystify the city’s complicated zoning codes. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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With the minimally in-
vasive treatment for aneu-
rysms now offered by the 
Vascular Institute in Bor-
ough Park, patients can 
now plan to go home the 
same day of an operation 
that once kept patients in 
the hospital for days.

Under the direction of 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, the In-
stitute, offers the very lat-
est state-of-the-art treat-
ment for a wide range of 
vascular conditions.

No need to travel to 
Manhattan or Long Island 
when the very best care is 
available right here. Dr. 
Ascher and his team are 
internationally recognized 
for developing ground-
breaking treatments for 
patients with vascular dis-
ease. In some cases the en-
dovascular techniques de-
veloped by this team have 
eliminated the need for 
surgery.

There was a time not 

long ago when patients 
seeking treatment for an 
aneurysm could expect to 
leave the hospital with an 
ugly scar running from the 
collar bone to the groin. It 
doesn’t have to be that way, 
says Dr. Ascher. The sur-
gery that he has pioneered 
is done with the guidance 
of ultrasound on an ambu-
latory basis.

“This procedure is 
minimally invasive. The 
blockage can be removed 
with just a small incision 
in the groin,” he said. “The 
beauty of it is that we have 
simplified this approach. 
Instead of spending four 
or five days in the ICU, 
patients can expect to be 
home for dinner.”

This new procedure re-

duces costs and, more im-
portantly, it reduces the 
risk of complications. In 
the not-distant future he 
expects to be able to per-
form the surgery, which is 
done with the patient un-
der local anesthesia, in his 
Brooklyn facility. To date 
more than 1,000 patients 
have taken advantage of 
the life-saving aneurysm 

surgery offed by the in-
stitute. Aneurysms occur 
when part of a blood vessel 
or cardiac chamber swell 
because the blood vessel 
is damaged or there is a 
weakness in the wall of the 
blood vessel. As the aneu-
rysm grows there is a risk 
of rupture, which can lead 
to severe hemorrhage and 
other complications, in-
cluding sudden death.

Dr. Ascher is currently 
the chief of vascular sur-
gery at NYU Lutheran 
Medical Center. He is the 
founder of the Pan Ameri-
can Congress on Vascular 
and Endovascular Surgery, 
which provides a forum 
for surgeons from South 
America, Central America 
and North America.

The doctor has written 
more than 250 articles pub-
lished in medical journals. 
Put simply, it would be dif-
ficult, if not impossible, 
to find a more respected 
leader in the field of vascu-

lar medicine.
In addition to the treat-

ment of aneurysms, the In-
stitute provides the most 
progressive and advanced 
care available for the treat-
ment of wide range of vas-
cular conditions includ-
ing stroke prevention and 
clearing blocked arter-
ies. The Institute is also 
involved in wound treat-
ment, saving limbs, and re-
moving varicose veins.

Asked why he chose 
Brooklyn to set up his 
practice, Dr. Ascher said 
simply, “I am very happy 
the very best in vascular 
medicine is right here in 
Brooklyn.”

The Vascular Institute 
of New York [960 50th St. 
between Ninth Avenue and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway in 
Borough Park, (718) 438–
3800, and 2993 Ocean Park-
way in Brighton Beach, 
(347) 533–8477, vascularnyc.
com] Call or go the website 
to make an appointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn doctor provides treatment of aneurysms

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Ocean Dreams do come 
true!

Billionaire developer 
John Catsimatidis will soon 
break ground on his mas-
sive — and long-deferred — 
Coney Island mixed-use de-
velopment dubbed “Ocean 
Dreams.” Cats’s Red Apple 
Group recently fi led plans 
to build a 21-story tower on a 
Boardwalk-adjacent parcel 
that he bought last summer. 
The billionaire’s money 
men want him to make the 
building condos — the self-
made tycoon still has not 
decided, but he said he is 
going to follow his heart 
rather than his wallet.

“We have not decided 
100 percent what we’re go-
ing to do,” Catsimatidis 
said. “The views are to kill 
for — my people are push-

ing me to make those upper 
fl oors condos. But I want to 
build something that I’m 
proud of, not that’s built by 
accountants. I want it to be 

something people look at 
and say, ‘Wow, I want to live 
there.’ ”

Plans call for the tower 
to be roughly the size of De-

no’s Wonder Wheel at 185 
feet — the maximum-allow-
able height under current 
zoning. At the moment, 
builders aim for the Surf 

Avenue project between W. 
35th and W. 36th streets to 
include retail space at the 
building’s base, a 254-car 
garage, and more than 300 
apartments from the third 
fl oor up. The sleek, glass 
building will rise on Surf 
Avenue between W. 35 and 
W. 36th streets — a full 20 
blocks from the Amuse-
ment District — and should 
shift the economy in the 
nabe’s West End, said one of 
the project’s architects.

“Hopefully this will spur 
other developments in the 
area and bring much-needed 
life, jobs, and economic vi-
tality,” said David West of 
Hill West Architects.

Amenities will include 
food, pharmacies, and of 
course, a roof-top swimming 
pool — the bare necessities, 
Cats said.

“We want it to be func-
tional,” said Catsimatidis. 
“We want a supermarket, a 
drug store, a restaurant, so 
between the three of them, 
people will have the basics of 
what they need. And a swim-
ming pool, because what 
good is a building without a 
heated swimming pool?”

Cats will put in one of 
his own supermarkets — 
Gristedes, Red Apple, or 
former rival D’Agostino, 
 to which he threw a fi nan-
cial lifeline last summer  
— though he is not sure 
which, he said.

Catsimatidis has 
amassed lots between W. 
35th and W. 37th streets for 
his Ocean Dreams project, 
which he has been trying to 
build since 2005 and would 
include 415 apartments 
across three towers. 

A ‘DREAM’ CONFIRMED
Billionaire Catsimatidis to build long-deferred Ocean Dreams complex in Coney

‘DREAM’ DEFERRED: Old renderings of the project provide a glimpse of how it may look.
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city is building an an-
nex on Gravesend’s PS 97 to 
ease area overcrowding.

The School Construc-
tion Authority plans to re-
place temporary classroom 
trailers there with a brick-
and-mortar addition that 
includes 450 new desks, art 
and music rooms, a state-
of-the-art science lab, and 
a gym. The expansion is an 
attempt to whittle down a 
2,400-seat defi cit in the bor-
ough’s School District 21 
and is a sorely needed boost 
to the grossly overcrowded 
PS 97, said one educator.

“There are so many chil-
dren that we haven’t been 
able to service, because we 
didn’t have the room,” said 
Irina Cabello, the princi-
pal of PS 97. “I don’t want 
to lose our kids to other 
schools. It’s tough not being 
able to go to your neighbor-
hood school as a student, 

and it’s hard on our com-
munity. I’m very grateful 
for the new addition.”

Schools in District 21 — 
which stretches from Gra-
vesend to Brighton Beach 
— have a total 2,400 pupils 
more than their buildings 
are collectively designed 
for, city data shows. PS 97 
alone is packed with 833 
students — exceeding the 
school’s capacity by more 
than 140, according to city 
records.

Three of PS 97’s pre-
K classes are currently 
housed in temporary trail-
ers hugging the building, 
but once the multi-story 
addition is complete in 
2021, the classes will have 
a permanent home, and 
there will be room for ad-
ditional students, educa-
tors said.

Offi cials were short on 
specifi cs such as building 
size, because the project 

is still in the early stages, 
they said.

The construction is part 
of a $100-million project by 
the School Construction 
Authority aimed at erasing 
area overcrowding and will 
be a boon to the neighbor-
hood’s growing population, 
according to the local coun-
cilman, who advocated for 
the expansion.

“We are a rapidly grow-
ing and evolving commu-
nity, which means our 
needs are growing and to-
day’s announcement re-
ally underscores the rec-
ognition of that need and 
the commitment to address 
that need,” said council-
man Mark Treyger (D–Co-
ney Island). “This is a great 
day for our school district 
and a great day for our 
community.”

The Department of Ed-
ucation has been forced 
to rely on trailers to meet 

overcrowding needs — 
brick-and-mortar annexes 
are a rarity, and the ambi-
tious addition is a win for 
students, according to one 
Brooklyn educator.

“I’ve never heard of an 
annex being an actual ad-
dition — the only thing I’ve 
ever encountered is trail-
ers,” said Mercedes Valen-
tin-Davila, a kindergarten 

teacher at PS 24 in Sunset 
Park for more than 11 years 
who taught at the school’s 
trailer annex for more 
than two years. “It’s nice 
for the student to get new 
facilities, because at the 
end of the day, a trailer is 
just a trailer no matter how 
many more classrooms you 
fi t into it.”

Still, the coming 450 

seats are a far cry from 
the thousands needed for 
the city to just break even 
in the area — though they 
are a step in the right direc-
tion, according to Treyger.

The School Construc-
tion authority aims expand 
PS 101 by 462 seats as well 
for a total 912 new seats in 
the district by 2024, accord-
ing to city records.

HIT THE TRAILS

BUILD IT AND THEY WILL COME: Offi cials are replacing PS 97’s temporary classroom with a brick-
and-mortar annex to address the Gravesend school’s overcrowding and allow it to enroll more stu-
dents. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

City nixing trailer classrooms at Gravesend school

there keep a vehicle parked 
on the street for only occa-
sional use, but could be con-
vinced to go auto-free if they 
had the alternative.

“These households might 
take advantage of a car-share 
service, freeing up more on-
street parking and making 
life easier for the remaining 
residents who require a per-
sonal vehicle for their liveli-
hoods,” Trottenberg told the 
Council’s transportation com-
mittee on Dec. 12.

The program will give the 
private businesses access to 
300 on-street parking spaces 
and 300 spots in municipal 
lots when it kicks off some-
time this spring, according to 
Trottenberg. 

Department of Trans-
portation honchos have not 
worked out many of the spe-
cifi cs, however — including 
how they will select which 
companies participate and 
if they would be required to 
pay for the amenity.

They also haven’t tapped 
any specifi c neighborhoods 
yet — Park Slope included — 
and will gauge interest from 

local offi cials and civic groups 
before making a decision, ac-
cording to Trottenberg.

“I want to see frankly 
what kind of a response we 
get, and what kind of inter-
est there is,” she said.

But some Park Slope lead-
ers are already enthusias-
tic about offering up some of 
the spaces in their neighbor-
hood — one area transit guru 
pointed to studies in other cit-
ies  that found  access to the car 
clubs reduced private-vehicle 
ownership, and said that will 
ultimately leave more space 
for those who have to drive.  

“I think all of this makes 
a lot of sense,” said Eric Mc-
Clure, chairman of Commu-
nity Board 6’s Transporta-
tion Committee. 

Other Slope motorists 
might be a tougher sell, if 
history is anything to go by 
—  many were incensed last 
year  when the city extended 
Citi Bike to the neighborhood 
and replaced some parking 
spaces with bike stations, 
including  members of a mob  
who stormed a community 
board meeting in September. 

But the neighborhood 
is also home to some car-

rental converts already.
Car2Go allows members 

to pick up and leave its tiny 
two-door vehicles at any pub-
lic parking space in the area 
— if they can fi nd a free spot 
— and has already persuaded 
some Slopers to get rid of their 
regular rides, according to a 
local leader.

“As alternative means 
of transportation become 
more and more attractive, 
it starts to increase the ben-
efit side of not owning the 
car, which can be expensive 
and frustrating in the city,” 
said Community Board 
1’s district manager Craig 
Hammerman. 

Park Slope is also served 
by industry stalwart Zip Car 
— which uses dedicated pri-
vate parking rather than pub-
lic spots like Car2Go — which 
has rental cars stationed at 
a handful of garages around 
the neighborhood. 

German car company 
BMW tried to launch  its 
Car2go competitor Reach 
Now  in Brooklyn late last 
year,  but had to suspend the 
service  due to problems with 
its app and delays in vehicle 
maintenance, according to 
a statement from the com-
pany. 

COMPACT: Car2go’s tiny vehicles don’t necessarily need a whole space 
to themselves. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued from page 1 

PARKING
ing, and the Department of Transportation 
responded last week by putting up larger 
stop signs — they are 36 inches in diameter 
instead of 30 inches — at the intersection, as 
well as mounting the signs higher than they 
were previously.

The six-inch-larger signs are not enough, 
according to a local who started a 1,000-sig-
niture-strong petition for a four-way stop and 
tree removal at the junction.

“From the naked eye it does not look big-
ger. I went across the street to the other stop 
sign and unless you bring a measuring tape 
with you, you’re not gonna be able to tell,” 
said Nachman Mostofsky, who lives a block 
away.

Offi cials previously said the crossing does 
not meet the national standards for more traf-
fi c controls, but they changed their tune after 
the tyke was injured last month, Mostofsky 
said. The agency now plans to install speed 
humps on Ryder Street and conduct stud-
ies for speed bumps and a four-way stop, a 
spokeswoman said.

“The remainder of the work is expected to 
be completed in 2017 — pending the outcome 
of the aforementioned studies,” she said.

Appeals court judge Eugene Fahey re-
cently  ordered the city to pay $8 million  to a 
Gerritsen Beacher who was hit while riding 
his bike in 2004. The city “should have con-
ducted a traffi c calming study and imple-
mented traffi c calming measures to reduce 
speeding,” the judge wrote in his opinion.

Continued from page 1 

STOP SIGN
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

    Super 
   Sunday 2017

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE
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