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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Love is love is love!

Park Slope’s Gallery 
Players will put a same-
sex twist on Stephen Sond-
heim’s lovelorn musical 
“Marry Me A Little.” The 
group will present the show 
with three alternating casts 
in the central role, portray-

ing an opposite-sex couple, 
a gay male couple, and a les-
bian couple. The show’s di-
rector says that she jumped 
at the chance to disrupt 
standard theater tropes and 
to show that love is univer-
sal feeling. 

“As much as I love the-
ater, a lot of it has relied on 

the heteronormative boy 
meets girl and they fall in 
love and live happily ever 
after,” said Barrie Gelles.  
“Rarely do you come 
across a story that could be 
any one single couple — it 
doesn’t have to be boy and 
girl. I couldn’t waste the 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The Bensonhurst Volunteer Am-
bulance Service is helping U.S. 
veterans win the battle against 
unemployment.

In the spring, the do-gooder 
group will offer training to aid 
fi ghting men and women in be-
coming state-certifi ed emergency 
medical technicians at one-quar-
ter of the cost. The group wants to 
help heroes explore health-care 
careers without chewing through 
their G.I. Bills, one member said.

“The idea behind our pro-
gram is we give them an option,” 
said ambulance corps director 
Michael Marquez, whose father 
was a reservist during the Viet-
nam War. “Coming back can be 
diffi cult. Many times you’ll have 
veterans who come back and 
their skills might not necessarily 
translate to their jobs back home. 
So this gives people a chance to 
see if they’re interested in pursu-
ing a career in health care with-
out breaking the bank.”

The ambulance service will 
host two, 8–10-week courses that 
will cover basic fi rst-aid care, 
such as cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation, patient assessment, 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The sudden closure of two 
Windsor Terrace day-care 
centers has left about 30 
families in the lurch and 
out of pocket, and parents 
claim the city is making 
things even harder.

The dedicated staffers 
at Ilene’s Sunfl ower are of-

fering to continue caring 
for the tots until everyone 
can fi nd a new situation — 
even while they claim the 
center hasn’t paid them in 
weeks — but say the city is 
threatening to fi ne them 
if they’re caught chang-
ing diapers and playing 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 6Continued on page 12

Musical centered on Rasputin
BY CAROLINE SPIVACK

Rah-rah Rasputin!
A Greenpoint church will give 

center stage to a mad monk next 
month, hosting a rock musical 
inspired by the life and times of 
Grigori Rasputin, the infamous 
Siberian peasant-turned-holy-
man who sexed his way to a posi-
tion of power in the Russian mon-
archy. “Beardo,” opening Feb. 3 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
explores Rasputin’s mysterious 

ascent to power in a genre-bend-
ing format that is as wild as its 
subject, said the show’s director. 

“It’s mysterious, it’s weird. It’s 
not a straightforward Russian 
period piece, by any means,” said 
Bedford-Stuyvesant resident El-
lie Heyman. “I mean there’s a line 
in one of the songs, ‘He’s a weirdo 
with a beardo, misbehavin’ and 
unshaven.’ There’s an edginess 
to this.”

Continued on page 14

SACRED SPACE: St. John’s Luthern Church will provide a romantic backdrop 
to “Beardo,” a dark musical about a smooth-talking holy man who seduced 
the Russian empress. Suzi Sadler

GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT: Laura 
Cetti, left, and Cassandra 
Dupler play Him and Her in 
“Marry Me a Little.”
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

L E T  OU R  FA M I LY  H E L P  YOU R  FA M I LY  

I N  YOU R  T I M E  OF  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

BY COLIN MIXSON
Kensington is the front 
line for the fi ght over New 
York’s controversial plas-
tic-bag fee.

Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Kensington) 
successfully championed 
the 5-cent surcharge on the 
shopping sacks in Coun-
cil last year, but state Sen. 
Simcha Felder (D–Kensing-
ton) is now pushing a bill to 
override the city measure, 
claiming Lander is just 
pandering to environmen-
talists and that Albany can 
come up with a better solu-
tion.

“We’re going to come up 
with a real policy that pro-
tects the environment and 
not make some politician a 
hero for some advocates,” 
said Felder, a Democrat who 
caucuses across the aisle in 
the Republican-controlled 
senate. 

Council narrowly passed 
the fee 28–20 last year, but 
its rollout was pushed back 
to Feb. 15 due to the state 
kill bill, which the Sen-
ate passed 42–18 on Jan. 17 
with the support of Kings 
County state Sens. Marty 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge), Di-
ane Savino (D–Coney Is-
land), and Roxanne Persaud 
(D–Canarsie).

The nickel fee, which will 
go back into stores’ coffers, is 
supposed to encourage shop-

pers to forgo the landfi ll-
clogging carrying devices 
and replace them with reus-
able totes, but critics claim it 
is a regressive fi ne that will 
fall hardest on low-income 
households — although peo-
ple making purchases with 
food stamps or the Women, 
Infant, and Children’s pro-
gram will be exempt. 

Felder says he’d rather 
subsidize tote bags and give 
shoppers a discount to use 
them.

“The mayor and City 
Council believe that the way 
to solve the problem is pu-
nitive,” said Felder. “What 
about giving them a nickel 
for not using a bag?”

Felder is optimistic 
that the measure will be a 
success in the Assembly, 
where it’s backed by As-
semblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay), but other local law-
makers aren’t so sure the 
upper house will even 
bring the bill to a vote — let 
alone pass it. 

“The Assembly may or 
may not take it up,” said 
freshman Assemblyman 
Bobby Carroll (D–Kens-
ington), who supports the 
fee. “There are some strong 
opinions on both sides.”

Most Assembly mem-
bers support the spirit of the 
city’s law, but are concerned 
about its implementation — 

like the fact that the 5-cent 
fee will go to retailers in-
stead of into, say, an envi-
ronmental fund, according 
to Assemblywoman Jo Anne 
Simon (D–Park Slope), who 
also supports the fee.

But the main concern re-
mains the effect it will have 
on working-class families, 
Simon said.

Ideally, legislators at both 
levels will work together on 
a solution to the plastic-bag 
plight that doesn’t fall on the 
little guy’s shoulders, she 
said.

“If the city and state can 
come up with a solution to-
gether to accomplish the 
goal in a way that is effective 
and doesn’t disproportion-
ately burden certain com-
munities and accomplishes 
the environmental goal, I 
think we can get a ‘yes’ on 
this,” she said. 

Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie (D–Bronx) did not 
return requests for com-
ment, but  has refused to tell 
other news outlets  whether 
he will bring the bill to the 
fl oor.

Cuomo likewise did not 
return requests for com-
ment, but has also been 
generally noncommittal on 
whether he will sign or spike 
the measure if it makes it to 
his desk.

Lander did not return re-
quests for comment.

PLASTICS!

PLASTIC WHACK: (Left) Daniel Sanabria is dead-set against the city’s 5-cent charge for plastic shop-
ping bags, which is currently under attack by state lawmakers. (Right) Miriam Lambert, who brought 
her own bag to the Fifth Avenue Key Food in Park Slope, is in favor of the city’s 5-cent fee for plastic 
bags. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

State’s bag fee under is attack in Albany
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BY LAUREN GILL
Call it the borough’s “hand-
over-the-heartland.”

Southern Brooklyn’s elec-
toral map looked more like 
 the nation’s Midwest  when 
it  bucked the citywide trend 
and delivered big for Don-
ald Trump on Election Day , 
but it appears that the area’s 
community boards are just 
plain more patriotic, too — 
nearly all of them say the 
Pledge of Allegiance before 
their monthly meetings, un-
like left-leaning, patrioti-
cally challenged panels in 
areas such as Williamsburg 
and Park Slope that can’t be 
bothered.

It’s not that northern bor-
oughites hate America — it 
just never occurred to them to 
take the time (roughly 9 sec-
onds) to reaffi rm their loyalty 
to the land of the free, accord-
ing to a honcho at one such 
board.

“Nobody has ever re-
quested it,” said Craig Ham-
merman, who is the district 
manager for Community 
Board 6, which includes 
Park Slope, Carroll Gar-
dens, and Red Hook. “It’s 
never been a tradition — I’ve 
been here for 27 years and no 
board members or members 
of the public have ever asked 
to do it.”

Boards 1 (Williamsburg), 
2 (Downtown), 3 (Bedford-
Stuyvesant), 4 (Bushwick), 
5 (East New York), 8 (Crown 
Heights), 9 (Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens), 14 (Ditmas Park), 
16 (Brownsville), and 17 (East 
Flatbush) all forgo the oath.

Meanwhile, 7 (Sunset 
Park), 10 (Bay Ridge), 11 (Ben-
sonhurst), 12 (Borough Park), 
13 (Coney Island), 15 (Sheep-
shead Bay), and 18 (Marine 
Park) all enthusiastically par-
take in the time-honored tra-
dition.

In fact, in Bay Ridge, re-
citing the Pledge is consid-
ered such a high distinc-
tion that a notable member 

of the community is chosen 
to perform “the honor of the 
Pledge” each month, accord-
ing to Community Board 10 
district manager Josephine 
Beckman.

“I think it’s an important 
tradition, and it’s nice way 
to start our meeting — it’s 
an honor to be recognized by 
your community and we re-

AIN’T THAT AMERICA!: Brooklyn community boards emblazoned with 
Old Glory say the Pledge before meetings. The gray ones do not.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s his pledge to make them pledge!

Borough President Adams is im-
ploring members of Brooklyn’s com-
munity boards to put their hands 
over their hearts and say the Pledge 
of Allegiance before every meeting — 
 a ritual embraced by Southern Brook-
lyn panels but not their neighbors to 
the north .

“I think that at every gathering, 
public gathering, you should recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance. I think it’s 
a continuation of how we 
can show a great re-
spect to the coun-
try,” said Adams (in-
set), reacting to a 
story published on-
line by this paper 
the very same day 
showing that South-
ern Brooklyn com-
munity boards alone 
recite the patriotic affi rma-
tion.

Adams said he is strictly pro-
Pledge, but respects the rights of his 
community boards to decide if they 

recite the Pledge or not, claiming he’ll 
simply send a letter informing mem-
bers that they have a very good oppor-
tunity to do so before each meeting 
but not demanding that both North 
and  South  get in line.

“There won’t be any threats, it’s 
a reminder for those who are not 
aware,” he said. “I just don’t want any 
board to say, ‘Hey I was not aware.’ ”

Still, if it were up to him, he’d want 
the Pledge recited before every meet-
ing.

“If I was in charge, or had the de-
cision, I would say the Pledge of Alle-
giance,” he said. “I think it’s impor-
tant to do so.” 

Adams added that he believes in 
the freedom of choice, and that each 
board would be allowed to make up 
its own mind, (or minds, as it were). 

“Each community board must 
make their own decision and that’s 
what’s great about this country,” he 
said. “There is no one way of show-
ing one respect for the country or one 
way of showing even some respect for 
the county.”

Borough President’s 
pledge of a grievance

‘Southern’ pride
CBs that do — and don’t — salute the fl ag

THE BROOKLYN WEEKLY 
CIVIC DUTY BUREAU

Do you like shaping your 
community, lengthy debates 
about development, and be-
ing grilled for quotes by lo-
cal reporters?

Then community boards 
could be for you — and the 
Borough President is now 
accepting applications for 
new and returning mem-
bers.

You don’t get paid, but 

you do get to make recom-
mendations about things 
that affect your neighbor-
hood, such as new bars, bike 
lanes, parks, schools, build-
ings, and landmarks.  Some-
times there is drama ! Some-
times there are snacks.

Brooklyn is carved up 
into 18 community dis-
tricts, each with a 50-
member board. They hold 
general meetings one eve-
ning a month plus smaller 

subcommittee meetings 
on topics such as land-
use, liquor licenses, the 
environment, and trans-
portation. 

You don’t have to live in 
a district to sit on its local 
board — area workers and 
people with other interests 
in the area can also apply. 
You don’t even have to be a 
citizen — just a legal resi-
dent.

What’s more, you don’t 

even have to be an adult — 
people as young as 16 can ap-
ply. City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer  was a community 
board member as a teen , 
and just look at him now!

Those selected in this 
round of applications will 
serve two-year terms start-
ing April 1.

Apply online at www.
brooklyn-usa.org/communi-
ty-board-membership-appli-
cation by Feb. 15.

THIS COULD BE YOU: Community Board 1 members join in the fun.
 File photo by Will Yakowicz

Community board applications now being accepted
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PATRIOTS: Community Board 7 recites the Pledge of Allegiance before its monthly gen-
eral meeting. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued on page 10Continued on page 12
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“If You Dream It... 

You Can
   Drive It.”

Ready for the Ultimate Car buying experience?
Gem Auto Leasing is happy to provide this free service  

to consumers and businesses to keep your  
auto buying experience fun and hassle free.

We Do The Work For You. 
Bring in our competitors price quote in writing  

and Gem Auto will beat it! 

ONE STOP SHOPPING - ALL MAKES & MODELS

www.Gemautoleasing.com

35+ Years 
Automotive Experience

35+ Yearsrsrs

1809 Gravesend Neck Road
(Bet. E.18 & E.19 St.)

Brooklyn, New York 11229

718-646-GEM1(4361)

 

ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR STYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT LOOK

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority will 
install a trio of elevators at 
the 59th Street subway sta-
tion, but to put in the long-
awaited lifts, the transit 
authority must extend the 
Fourth Avenue sidewalk 
into a parking lane, boot-
ing coveted parking spots 
in the process. It is a nec-
essary evil to get the sorely 
needed elevators, said one 
local. 

“Everyone knows that 
parking is a nightmare 
around here, so no, I’m 
not thrilled that they’re 
getting rid of spots, but 
we need these elevators,” 
said Sunset Parker Cecilia 
Dominguez, who frequently 
commutes through the 59th 
Street station. “There are 

mothers with strollers, se-
niors, people that need this 
now. I’ve got bad knees and 
an elevator would be nice. 
So it’s a trade off really and 
I think we’re getting a good 
deal.”

Transit offi cials pre-
sented the plan at Com-
munity Board 7’s Jan. 10 
transportation committee 
meeting, saying an eleva-
tor will go in next to the 
stairs on 59th Street be-
tween Third and Fourth 
avenues.

That lift will take riders 
to a mezzanine, where they 
can catch one of two other 
elevators to the Bay Ridge- 
or Manhattan-bound plat-
forms.

The sidewalk extension 
will take up four parking 
spots on Fourth Avenue.

Construction will kick 
off early 2018, and the N 
and R stop will boast an 
expanded mezzanine, new 
staircases, and two new 
public rest rooms by the 
time work wraps up in 
2021.

But residents have a 
long way to go before that 
becomes a reality, said the 
chairman of Community 
Board 7’s transportation 
committee.

“This project is a great 
thing. The process, how-
ever, is not a great thing,” 
said Sunset Parker Zach-
ary Jasie. “It’s going to be 
three years that they’ll be 
working on this, but the 
station will remain open. 
It’s going to be a lot of con-
struction for a while, but 
it’ll be worth it in the end.”

City cedes parking to 
elevator at 59th Street

GOING UP: The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is installing a trio of elevators at the 59th 
Street station in Sunset Park starting early 2018.  Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Express N tunnel ‘collapsing’
BY CAROLINE SPIVACK

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority will 
shut the express subway 
tunnel between 36th and 
59th street stations for a 
full year starting in spring 
of next year to repair rusted 
beams that are at risk of 
collapsing, according to 
members of Community 
Board 7.

Storm water has cor-
roded the so-called “T 
beams” that support 
the tunnel, and work-
ers must replace the but-
tresses between 40th and 
58th streets, according to 
board members familiar 

with the plan.
The shutdown will 

be an inconvenience for 
straphangers, but the 
work is critical, because 
the tunnel is in such bad 
shape, according Com-
munity Board 7 trans-
portation committee 
chairman Zachary Jasie, 
who met with transit of-
ficials on Jan. 10 and 
gave a report during the 
board’s Jan. 18 general 
meeting.

“This is work that needs 
to be done — that’s the bot-
tom line. There’s profound 
deterioration of the center 
support structure of the 

tunnel for these 18 blocks. 
There is no choice in the 
matter, because it’s going 
to cave in on itself,” said 
Jasie.

A spokesman for the 
authority denied that the 
agency is telling commu-
nity board members that 
the tunnel is in such bad 
shape.

“Unbelievable. Where 
do you guys get this stuff, 
or do you just make it 
up along the way?” said 
agency spokesman Kevin 
Ortiz. “The tunnel is NOT 
on the verge of ‘caving in’ 
as you so eloquently state, 

Continued on page 7
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VISIT US: Spend a day on our campus as a 
“Clipper for a Day” and experience what life is like 

as a Clipper
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X A V E R I A N

X AV E R I A N

For more information, please contact Xaverian’s Office of Admissions at (718) 836-7100 x117 or admissions@xaverian.org 
7100 Shore Road, Brooklyn, NY 11209  |  www.xaverian.org/admissions  |  TACHS #011

A Catholic, co-educational, college preparatory school in the tradition of the Xaverian Brothers 
since 1957, Xaverian offers:

 A cutting edge, one-to-one learning  environment with iPads for every student 

 Project and problem-based learning  through hands-on classroom experiences  within 
the Michael T. Strianese ‘74 STEM  Program, Xaverian’s highly acclaimed  Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and  Math curriculum in conjunction with  Project Lead the 
Way 

 College counseling and Internship Program 

 College credit opportunities available through numerous AP, St. John’s University,  and 
Syracuse University courses

 College placements at prestigious schools  such as Brown University, Columbia  
University, Cornell University, Georgetown  University, Macaulay Honors at CUNY, 
New  York University, Princeton University,  University of Notre Dame, University of  
Pennsylvania, US Military Academy at West  Point, and US Naval Academy, with  the class 
of 2016 earning $36,880,924 in  scholarships! 

 Unique extracurricular offerings,  including the renowned MAX (Music at  Xaverian) 
Program, as well as a competitive athletic program for boys  and girls

XAVERIAN NOW OFFERS PARENT TOUR THURSDAYS. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE 

AT 718-836-7100 X117
PRIVATE BUS SERVICE AVAILABLE!

BY COLIN MIXSON
Hooray for Hollywood!

Civic groups around 
Brownstone Brooklyn 
have quietly found a way to 
cash in on the bothersome 
fi lm crews that regularly 
turn their picturesque row-
house-lined streets into 
movie lots: soliciting the 
silver-screen productions 
for donations. 

Many residents would 
still rather see producers 
fi nd another neighborhood 
to set their latest smash 
hit in, one local leader ac-
knowledges, but the city 
has no plans to limit the 
number of permits it hands 
out anytime soon, so the 
contributions are one of the 
few ways communities can 
get something out of the sit-
uation beyond pinching ba-
gels from the craft services 
table, he said.  

“If a company is will-
ing to make a donation 
that sustains the Brooklyn 
Heights Association’s advo-
cacy across a broad range 
of issues, then the com-

munity can benefi t in that 
way,” said Peter Bray, the 
group’s president.

Along with the Brook-
lyn Heights Association, 
both the Cobble Hill As-
sociation and Park Slope 
Civic Council request do-
nations from local produc-
tions — although many of 
the people involved were 
wary of discussing the de-

tails and all refused to say 
which television shows 
and movies had coughed 
up cash.

Between 2014 and 2016, 
the city issued 888 fi lm per-
mits in the Community 
Board 6 area alone — that 
includes Cobble Hill and 
Park Slope, but not Brook-
lyn Heights — according to 
the city.

Bray was willing to re-
veal that the donations 
are generally between a 
few hundred dollars and 
around $1,000, depending 
on the size and scope of the 
production — which could 
be anything from short 
photo shoots on the Prome-
nade to fi lming that goes on 
for days and spans numer-
ous city blocks.

Sometimes the pledges 
come with a caveat that 
they must be used for a 
specifi c project or amenity 
— such as the Brooklyn 
Heights Association’s tree 
fund — but many simply go 
into the organizations’ cof-
fers, he said.

For the Park Slope Civic 
Council, that means addi-
tional funding for scholar-
ships, cleanups, the annual 
Halloween parade, and 
pro-bono legal support for 
residents, along with the 
group’s prolifi c advocacy to 
expand the neighborhood 
historic district, according 
to its head honcho.

“We have very low over-

head, so virtually all the 
money is distributed to 
our account for future proj-
ects,” said president Judith 
Lief.

But even with the do-
nations, Bray says the pro-
duction companies’ repu-

tations in the area remain 
“overwhelmingly nega-
tive.”

Crews are notorious for 
parking production vehi-
cles in designated fi re zones, 
towing cars with handi-

Civics hit up fi lms for money

PAY BACK: Local community groups have been soliciting fi lm pro-
ductions, much like this shoot of “The Americans” on Court and 
Degraw streets in Cobble Hill on Jan. 20, for donations in return 
for making life diffi cult for locals. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

HOLLYWOOD OF THE EAST: Will Smith is one of many stars who 
have fl ocked to Brownstone Brooklyn for fi lm shoots. He fi lmed 
“Collateral Beauty” in Brooklyn Heights last year.  
 File photo by Paul Martinka

Continued on page 6
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opportunity to turn that 
norm around and show 
how people can fi nd love in 
all genders.”

“Marry Me a Little” 
follows two New Yorkers 
— named only Him and 
Her — who live in adjacent 
apartments, each pouring 
out their hearts through 
song, and unaware that 
their soulmate is just a few 
steps away. Those parts 
will be played by two men, 
two women, and a man and 
woman on different nights 
of the run, but the company 
has not changed any of the 
lyrics, keeping all of the 
pronouns the same. 

The male actor play-
ing Her said that he had no 
problems stepping into a 
traditionally female role — 
and as an openly gay men, 
he felt right at home with 
Her songs. 

“I didn’t really change 
anything, and we haven’t 
changed anything as far 
as pronouns go because it 
doesn’t really need to be 
changed,” said Adrian Ri-
fat. “In [fairy tales] we hear 
all those stories of the prince 
and the princess, and even 
as a gay little boy hearing 
that, I would aspire to fi nd a 
prince, but I knew I had to be 
prince myself. So it wasn’t 
really diffi cult to assimilate 

or justify the pronouns.”
Each set of actors brings 

their own nuance to the 
roles, said Gelles, and she 
hopes that audiences will 
come back in order to ap-
preciate the different takes.

“The actors of are all 
different people telling the 
same story — people will 
see every single actor por-
tray their characters in dif-
ferent ways,” said Gelles. 
“Each duo kind of adds 
their own feel to it, bring-
ing their own personality 
and way of seeing things.”

Return visitors will 
also appreciate the differ-
ence in the tunes, simply 
because male and female 
voices sound different, 
Gelles said. 

“The differences are 
in the pairing, not the mu-
sic — we have not changed 
note or a lyric, but hearing 
male voices or hearing fe-
males sing — each is very 
unique,” she said. “It’s very 
noticeable, but very worth-
while to see more than once 
because each song has a dif-
ferent feel to it.”

“Marry Me a Little” at 
the Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (914) 414≠–5236, 
www.galleryplayers.com] 
Thu–Sat at 8 pm. $25 ($20 
seniors). Opposite-sex cast 
Feb. 4, 10, and 17. Male cast 
Feb. 2, 11, and 16. Female 
cast Feb. 3, 9, and 18.

SIX DEGREES OF SEPARATION: The six members of the “Marry Me 
a Little” cast will alternate in the role of two central characters, 
portraying the couple as two men, as two women, and as a man 
and a woman on different nights. Scott Cally

Continued from page 1 

MARRY

BY ADAM ULLIAN
Brooklyn stands with 
Kerry! 

Bed ford-Stuyvesant 
comedian Kerry Coddett 
holds court once a month 
at “Brooklyn, Stand Up,” 
a show that is half comedy 
night and half game show, 
with audience members 
hopping on stage during 
“halftime.” The show hap-
pens on the fi rst Wednes-
day of every month on sec-
ond fl oor of Cobble Hill 
pub 61 Local, and its repu-
tation grows every month. 

We chatted with Brook-
lyn native Coddett about 
her three-year run at the 
helm of the show, and the 
dangers of getting the pub-
lic involved.

Your show has a lot 

of audience participa-

tion. Was that always 

the plan?

From the very fi rst 
show, we wanted to make 
it an event. That’s why we 
have programs that we 
hand out to the audience 
and it includes the lineup, 
their credits, website and 
social media information. 
It’s also purposeful that 
there’s a halftime because 
I like to get the audience 
involved. I like interacting 
with people and I fi nd it’s 
best when people can be a 
part of the show.

Does inviting people 

onstage ever get out of 

hand?

Oh, absolutely. There 
was one time — it was 
probably my third or 
fourth show. I like to rap, 
and I’m always rapping, 
so I thought it would be 
cool if I invited some peo-
ple that I know who can 
freestyle rap. That was 
the worst idea ever, be-
cause I learned that you 
don’t invite multiple com-
ics and rappers on your 
stage at the same time 

because everyone is go-
ing to showboat. One dude 
even took the mic from 
me! Like, fi rst of all: It’s 
my show. Second of all: 
take it down a thousand, 
there’s no award. I simply 
could not reign them in, 
so that’s when I started to 
scale back the amount of 
comics during halftime, 
and just leave the par-
ticipation up to the audi-
ence members who get a 
chance to be a part of the 
show.

What does “Brook-

lyn, Stand Up” mean?

If you’re from Brook-
lyn, there are certain 
things that are just catch 
phrases, like “Bed-Stuy, 
do or die.” When Biggie 
says, “Is Brooklyn in the 
house?,” we all go “With-
out a doubt!” So if you’re 
from Brooklyn, you know 
exactly what “Brooklyn 
Stand up” means. It is 
personally signifi cant. 
Brooklynites are a pride-
ful people, so we repre-
sent no matter where we 
are. Some version of the 
term “Brooklyn, stand 
up” is in every Brook-
lyn rap song, especially 
from the ’90s. It was ev-
erywhere, including the 
graffi ti on the trains. It’s 
also a double entendre, 
because it’s a stand up 
comedy show in Brook-
lyn. How awesome! When 
I purchased the website, I 
was shocked when I saw 
that no one had taken 
the name already. So, I’m 
from Brooklyn, I do stand 
up, and I own “Brooklyn, 
Stand Up!” I love it.

“Brooklyn, Stand Up” 
at 61 Local [61 Bergen St. 
between Smith Street and 
Boerum Place in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875–1150, www.
brooklynstandupcomedy.
com Next show Feb. 1 at 8 
pm. $5 .

STAND IN THE PLACE WHERE YOU LIVE: Brooklyn native Kerry 
Coddett hosts the monthly “Stand Up, Brooklyn” show at 61 Lo-
cal.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Get up, stand up!
Comedian involves audience at ‘Brooklyn Stand Up’ show

capped parking stickers, 
and treating locals with 
contempt, he said.

“I have not received a 
single phone call where 
someone says ‘thank good-
ness this shoot is tak-
ing place in Brooklyn 
Heights,’ ” he said.

Bray says his organi-

zation has asked the city 
to limit the amount of 
permits it distributes in 
the neighborhood, but it 
has fallen on deaf ears. 
So the best the group 
can do is contact incom-

ing production compa-
nies to request that they 
respect local streets and 
residents — and consider 
making a donation to the 
local civic group while 
they’re at it.

FILMS
Continued from page 5
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

CALL FOR 
VALENTINES 

RESERVATIONS
BY JULIANNE CUBA

It may not be over yet.
Local pols are crowing 

that the Feds are backing 
off from a plan to build a 
halfway house in a derelict 
Bragg Street synagogue, 
but the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons says the plan 
could still happen. Elect-
eds are already claiming 
victory.

“What great news for 
the community to start 
the New Year, that there 
will be no halfway house 
on Bragg Street. I join the 
many who signed the peti-
tion, and who were vocal 
in making the communi-
ty’s opposition known, in 
celebrating and thanking 
the Bureau of Prisons for 
making this decision,” 
said state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R–Marine Park) 
in an e-mailed statement 
that has appeared in local 
media.

The only hitch is, 
the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons cannot confirm 
the deal is actually off 
the table, according to 
a spokesman from the 
agency.

“The Bureau of Prisons 
has not made any decisions 
regarding the Brooklyn, 
New York, Residential Re-
entry Center solicitation,” 
said rep Justin Long. “This 
solicitation is considered 
active, and the Bureau can 
not comment on locations 
or potential offerors per 
the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation.”

W a s h i n g t o n - b a s e d 
Rever Corporation fi led 
an application last year to 
turn the shuttered Beth 
Aaron Synagogue between 
Avenues V and W into a 
halfway house for about 
100 well-behaved cons to 
serve out the last days of 
their sentences as they 
transition back into soci-
ety.

Area pols including 
Golden, Councilman Alan 
Maisel (D–Marine Park), 
and Assemblywoman He-
lene Weinstein (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) vowed to block 
the proposal because the 
house would be too close 
to schools and parks. And 
they thought they were 
successful — but they are 
all getting their informa-
tion from the owner of 

the derelict synagogue, 
not the Feds, according to 
Maisel.

“The person in charge 
of the synagogue told me it 
was withdrawn,” he said. 
“[The Federal Bureau of 
Prisons] don’t tell us any-
thing.”

But a rep from the com-
pany that owns the syna-
gogue said the pols told 
him the halfway house was 
all done.

“I don’t have any rela-
tionship with anything ex-
cept what the politicians 
say,” said Sam Sorsch, who 
answered the phone num-
ber listed for Bronx Jewish 
Boys, which owns the syna-
gogue.

Rever Corporation did 
not respond to multiple re-
quests for comment.

Halfway house undead

SHUTTERED SHUL: Local pols believe the proposal to put a half-
way house in a former Bragg Street synagogue has been with-
drawn, but the Feds won’t confi rm it.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

Pols claim plan pulled, Feds won’t confi rm

and there is no danger to 
our customers.”

Over the years, street-
resurfacing projects on 
Fourth Avenue have raised 
the roadbed in such a way 
that rain water now runs 
into subway grates instead 
of sewer drains — and that 
errant fl ow has rusted un-
derground beams, said 
Jasie.

As part of the tunnel 
work — which is set to 
run from May 2018 to May 

2019 — transit workers will 
also install new drains and 
raise the sidewalk vents to 
prevent water from spilling 
into the subway, according 
to community board mem-
bers.

Work will take place 
eight blocks at a time 
in four-month inter-
vals and will require 
the city to close a lane of 
Bay Ridge-bound traffic, 
said Jasie. The Depart-
ment of Transportation 
has agreed to place traf-
fic agents along the con-
struction to help drivers 
navigate the roads, he 

said. N trains will run on 
the local line during the 
year-long project, accord-
ing to Jasie.

Locals are concerned 
that the lengthy con-
struction will place 
strain on the R line and 
result in sluggish ser-
vice, but one community 
leader emphasized the 
need for the decaying 
line’s repairs.

“This is 100-year-old in-
frastructure we’re dealing 
with,” said Daniel Murphy, 
chairman of Community 
Board 7. “This is sorely 
needed.”

TUNNEL
Continued from page 4
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Top Speakers 

Sunday, March 19th 11am – 5pm
Kingsway Events Center
2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229 (Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

SAVEdatethe Register to attend 
for FREE at

https://
eldercareexpo. 
eventbrite.com

Free Valet Parking  
Free Gifts  
Free Refreshments

Over 60 Booths
Great Food Opportunity 

To Interact
With 

Industry Leaders

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct a seminar
call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

SPONSORS
as of Jan. 24, 2017

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Gerritsen Beachers will soon have 
a spiffy new pedestrian pathway 
along the neighborhood’s name-
sake avenue.

The Parks Department plans 
to lay down asphalt along Ger-
ritsen Avenue between Florence 
and Channel avenues — just next 
to the ball fi elds — by next fall. 
It will be a serious improvement 
over the existing sidewalk, and 
people are bound it enjoy it — 
once the weather warms up, ac-
cording to the vice president of 
local do-gooder group Gerritsen 
Beach Cares.

“I think it’s a lovely idea. It 
is set back, so people can walk 
and enjoy the parkland with-
out being right on the sidewalk, 
which is a mess,” said Mary 
Douglas. “Right now, in this 
time of year, I don’t see anyone 
walking on it right now — I’m 
sure people will make use of 
any improvement.”

The Parks Department plans to 
fi nish up the fi rst part of the path 
between Seba and Florence ave-
nues by August. The second leg of 
the project  — which Community 
Board 18 unanimously approved 
during a Jan. 11 meeting — will 
run form Florence Avenue to the 
entrance of PS 277, providing a 
direct connection to the baseball 
fi elds.

The city also plans to spruce 
up the park with new benches 
and freshly planted trees and 

shrubs, according to information 
from the Parks Department.

State Sen. Marty Golden (R-
Gerritsen Beach) is providing 
the $500,000 necessary for the 
project, according to information 
from the Parks Department.

The new path will benefi t ev-
eryone who lives nearby, said 
the chairwoman of Community 
Board 18’s parks committee.

“The Parks Department has 
really come up with some really 
spectacular plans for the parks, 

and it’s always a struggle try-
ing to fi nd money to put in,” said 
Nancy Walby. “And our elected 

offi cials in our area in particular 
have been really great supporters 
of the parks projects.”

A WAY TO GO
City building new greenway in Gerritsen Beach

COMING SOON: (Left) The path would make it easier to access the neighbor-
hood’s ball fi elds. (Right) The Parks Department plans to create a pedestrian 
pathway along Gerritsen Avenue, starting with an entrance near PS 277 and end-
ing near Gotham Avenue.   Parks Department 
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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FOOTBALL CATERING

718-672-9696

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The cracks are already 
starting to appear.

On the same day Don-
ald Trump took the oath 
of offi ce, a 6-foot wall 
bearing his surname was 
mysteriously damaged 
in Brighton Beach. Hope-
fully, it’s not an ill omen, a 
manager for the coopera-
tive housing development 
said.

“The irony is not lost 
on me,” said Igor Ober-
man, general manager of 
Trump Village West, who 
confirmed the crack ap-
peared last Friday. “I cer-
tainly, as a proud Ameri-
can, hope that this is not 
going to show how the 
administration will be 
run.”

The wall — built by 
The Donald’s developer 
dad Fred in the 1960s — 
separates a W. Fifth Street 
parking lot from Trump 
Village Shopping Center, 
where developer Camme-
by’s International plans 
to erect a 40-story residen-
tial tower and retail cen-
ter. National Grid is also 
doing work in the area to 
clean up toxic sludge left 
behind by a gas plant that 
once operated near the 
lot.

The ongoing construc-
tion is negatively impact-

ing residents’ quality of 
life — and likely to blame 
for the crack, according 
to another Trump Village 
manager.

“They have this thing, 
I don’t know exactly 
what it’s doing, it’s just 
pulverizing or digging 
but banging into the 
ground. It’s really loud, 
it shakes,” said Chris 
McCreight. “Residents 
told me on the 16th and 
17th f loors, they can feel 
vibrations.”

The state’s Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation is overseeing Na-
tional Gird as it performs 
the clean-up work, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman from 

National Grid.
Contractors are moni-

toring the noise and vi-
brations, said a Cam-
meby’s International 
spokeswoman. 

“The construction 
team is currently driv-
ing piles to prepare the 
foundation for the new 
building that will be 
constructed on the site. 
This process will occur 
on and off over the next 
couple of months. To en-
sure that it is completed 
with the utmost attention 
to safety, air quality and 
vibrations are being vig-
orously monitored,” said 
developer rep Christa Se-
galini.

A NAME OF INTEGRITY: The wall outside Trump Village appeared 
cracked for the fi rst time on Inauguration Day. Chris McCreight

Trump wall cracked 
on Inauguration Day

ally try to recognize civic 
leaders, organizations, and 
just anyone that is doing 
good,” Beckmann said.

Members of the volun-
teer boards don’t have to 
be citizens (they do have to 
be legal residents), but the 
head of Downtown’s Com-
munity Board 2 says it’s 
not a matter of patriotism, 
anyway — he claims it’s 
not necessary for an arm 
of the city government to 
pay tribute to the federal 
fl ag.

“We are city agencies, 
not federal agencies,” said 
district manager Rob Per-

ris. “I’m not sure that mak-
ing a national Pledge of 
Allegiance is necessarily 
even relevant at this level 
of government.”

But local civic func-
tions are precisely when 
you ought to put your hand 
over your heart, accord-
ing Community Board 15’s 
chairwoman.

“I thought it appropri-
ate when you start a local 
civic meeting, you start out 
with a Pledge,” said The-
resa Scavo, who instituted 
the practice in 2006.

Most city agencies do 
not say the Pledge before 
meetings. Council does 
before its full meetings 
— except for certain pols 
who have  tried to score 

political points with their 
liberal constituents by 
sitting it out  in recent 
months.

The borough’s com-
mander-in-chief, however, 
refused to take a hard 
stance on this divisive is-
sue.

“Any gathering of this 
magnitude should be a 
place to reinforce our patri-
otism through the Pledge of 
Allegiance,” said Borough 
President Adams, who ap-
points half of each board’s 
members. “That said, each 
board should have the abil-
ity to make its own deci-
sion.”

— with Julianne Cuba, 

Ruth Brown, 

and Colin Mixson

PLEDGE
Continued from page 3

ACHIEVE
3 TO 6 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
IN ONE YEAR!!!

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S READING PROBLEM
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

July 19, 2015
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

peek-a-boo in the now-un-
licensed kiddie centers.

“Instead of work-
ing with us to provide a 
smooth transition, the 
city is basically saying, 
‘you’re on your own,’ ” said 
Kensington resident Scott 
MacMillan, whose 1-year-
old daughter Isabella at-
tended the day-care.

Ilene’s Sunfl ower 
owner Ilene Lieberman 
recently died, and her 
daughter informed staff 
on Jan. 20 that the busi-
ness — which looked after 
infants aged 2 and younger 
at locations on Prospect 
Avenue between Revere 
Place and Greenwood Av-
enue and Greenwood Ave-
nue between E. Third and 
E. Fourth streets — was 
closing immediately, ac-
cording to the aggrieved 
moms and dads.

The sudden news left 
the families scrambling 
for babysitters or new day-
care centers, which often 
have months-long waiting 
lists, MacMillan said. 

Sunfl ower’s workers 

still have access to both lo-
cations and haven’t heard 
from Lieberman’s family 
since, so they’ve continued 
providing their services 
in the days since — with 
payment in cash — and 
are now trying to form a 
worker-owned cooperative 
to stay in business.

But an offi cer from 
the city’s Department of 
Health hand-delivered a 
notice on Monday stat-
ing any caregiver on the 
premises as of Jan. 30 will 
be fi ned $500 for operating 

without a license, the par-
ents say — and that just 
isn’t enough time, accord-
ing to MacMillan.

“It’s outrageous to me 
that the DOH would shut us 
down so abruptly without 
trying to work with the par-
ents or caretakers,” he said. 
“We need more time from 
the DOH and some fl exibil-
ity to make that happen.”

An agency spokes-
woman said offi cials simply 
can’t let the day-care stay 
open without a license — 
and a license is voided when 

its holder dies — although it 
can fast-track a new license 
if someone applies, and can 
also help refer the families 
to other centers.

Meanwhile, the  work-
ers claim  they haven’t been 
paid for more than three 
weeks and are collectively 
owed $14,000 in wages. 

The parents claim 
they also stand to lose 
substantial deposits to-
taling $94,000, includ-
ing one family who they 
say put down $5,000 last 
week to cover childcare 

through May.
“They’ve made no in-

dication we’re getting out 
money back,” said Emily 
Giles, whose 1-year-old 
son attended Sunfl ower.

Lieberman didn’t have 
a good history of paying 
her employees, who were 
frequently paid late and 
often dipped into their 
own pockets to purchase 
groceries for the kids, ac-
cording to Kensington 
mom and Sunfl ower cus-
tomer Sarah Allen.

In 2015,  the federal De-
partment of Labor fi led a 
suit  against Lieberman 
after offi cials ordered her 
to compensate some 35 em-
ployees for $20,838 in un-
paid overtime, but she in-
stead allegedly threatened 
them and demanded kick-
backs for any recovered 
wages they received.

The two parties settled 
the case, with Lieberman 
agreeing to reimburse the 
missing pay, according to 
court documents.

The parents have put 
together  an online fund-
raiser  seeking donations 
to compensate workers 
at the day-care for lost 
wages.

BABY SITTER SHUFFLE: Parents Alex Turkenich and Shweta Advani are scrambling to fi nd accom-
modations for daughter Kaya after Ilene’s Sunfl ower closed suddenly on Jan. 20. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 1 

DAY-CARE
The Beep conceded 

that there are, in fact, 
two Brooklyns with dif-
ferent lifestyles and be-
liefs — presumably one 
where Brooklynites 
wake up every sunny 
morning and sing “ I’m 
Proud to be an Ameri-
can ,” and another fea-
turing  a community of 
like-minded free-think-
ers happy to live in a uto-
pian bubble .

“Particularly when 
you look at Southern 
Brooklyn, the high 
number of fi refi ghters, 
police offi cers, ex-mili-
tary — we still have the 
Memorial Day Parade 
that’s done in Southern 
Brooklyn — so there’s 
a different energy and 
a constant reminder 
about the whole theme 
around the public dis-
playing of patriotism,” 
he said. “It doesn’t mean 
that Northern Brooklyn 
is not as patriotic, they 
may not do as many 
public displays of their 
patriotism.”

BEEP
Continued from page 3
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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and trauma care. One 
course only requires a 
35-hour commitment and 
is intended to give par-
ticipants a taste of life as 
an emergency responder 
— the other class is more 
intensive and offers 160 
hours of training, Mar-
quez said. 

State certifi cation re-
quires passing a test, and 
prep courses adminis-
tered by for-profi t groups 
usually run about $1,000 
for classroom experi-
ence alone. But vets tak-
ing prep classes with the 
ambulance corps pay just 
$150–$300 for books and 

supplies, and they will get 
fi eld training, according to 
Marquez. 

“What we’re doing is 
different, because we take 
it a step further, we take 
them out for fi rst-hand ex-
perience, give them a prep 
class, and we can help 
set them up with more 
classes,” he said. “We want 
to help get them to where 
they want to go, and we do 
it to help them move for-
ward. To help them fi gure 
out how to transfer their 
skills and ease back into ci-
vilian life.” 

The program will also 
help vets fi nd community 
among soldiers in a simi-
lar position, according to 
a former Navy fi refi ghter 
and current reserves 

medic who will lead the 
class.

“When I got back to New 
York I wasn’t sure what di-
rection I wanted to go into, 
a fi refi ghter or an [emer-
gency medical technician]? 
And so I think this will 
really help,” said Benson-
hurst veteran Jason Nor-
ris. “I also feel like once 
this thing kicks off, one 
veteran who is successful 
is going to tell another and 
hopefully it’ll just snow-
ball and a community will 
form so we can help one an-
other.”

Bensonhurst Volunteer 
Ambulance Service is ac-
cepting applications for 
the program. To apply, call 
(718) 837–5032 or e-mail 
bvasvets@gmail.com.

The show centers on 
Beardo — a fi ctional re-
imagining of Rasputin — 
as he learns the mystic arts 
and seduces his way into 
St. Petersburg society, go-
ing from peasant to faith 
healer to trusted advisor 
of the Russian czar. It also 
captures the chinstrapped 
charmer’s salacious cycle 
of sinning, which involves 
joining orgies so that he 
can later don his hair shirt, 
repent, and become closer 
to God. The show’s set-
ting among St. John’s high 
arched ceilings and stained 
glass windows enhances its 
holy, eerie ambiance.

The two-hour perfor-
mance is told through eclec-
tic original tunes composed 
by Dave Malloy, who also 

created the current Broad-
way hit “Natasha, Pierre, 
and the Great Comet of 
1812,” based on Tolstoy’s 
“War and Peace.” The mu-
sic includes rock, electro-
pop, and a classical quartet 
that uniquely captures the 
Siberian psychic’s journey, 
said Heyman.

“I think that music is so 
emotional and it will con-
nect audiences with these 
characters in a way that is 
really unique to the format,” 
said Heyman. “And I think 
it allows us to get to know 
these really strange people 
quickly — for things to get 
raucous and unhinged in 
surprising ways and for the 
audience to have this vivid 
experience.” In one song, 
a down-and-out Beardo 
croons to St. Petersburg as 
though the city were a girl-
friend on the verge of break-
ing-up with him. 

“It’s really heartbreak-
ing in his plea for her to not 
betray him,” said Heyman. 
“It feels very ’90s rock star 
to me.”

Another standout mo-
ment is the “murder bal-
let” that turns Rasputin’s 
dramatic assassination 
— where he was shot, poi-
soned, and drowned — into 
a choreographed dance of 
death. It all makes for a 
dark, dazzling show, said 
Heyman. 

“I think that it’s a dark, 
sexy, off-kilter story that’s 
going to feel dangerous 
and really unlike anything 
you’ve ever seen,” she said.

“Beardo” at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church [155 Mil-
ton St. between Franklin 
Street and Manhattan Av-
enue in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–4012, www.pipelinethe-
atre.org]. Feb. 3–26, Tue–
Sat at 8 pm. $25–$60. 

Continued from page 1 

RASPUTIN

Continued from page 1 

VETERANS

MOVING FORWARD: The Bensonhurst Volunteer Ambulance Service has helped Jason Norris, a hospi-
tal corpsman in the Navy, advance his medical career with training courses.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

    Super 
   Sunday 2017

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE
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