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BY COLIN MIXSON
They want to build a wall — and 
make New Jersey pay for it!

The Feds must once again charge 
Brooklyn-bound drivers traversing 
the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge its  fa-
mously exorbitant toll  when a cash-
less collection system is put in place 
this summer — if only to ensure New 
Jersey commuters stay off Brooklyn 
streets, a Park Slope panel demanded 
this week.

Community Board 6’s district 
manager says that Jerseyites have 
for too long been clogging up Brook-
lyn highways and byways while en 
route to Manhattan, spewing exhaust 
and littering the streets thanks to a 
two-decade old law that allowed them 

free passage into the borough via the 
city’s longest span.

“What is left now is an economic-
biased travel decision which favors 
the ‘free’ fl ow of traffi c from Staten 
Island to Brooklyn which passes 
through our district especially dur-
ing the morning rush hour,” wrote 
Community Board 6 district man-
ager Craig Hammerman in a letter to 
Gov. Cuomo. “Our highways are reg-
ularly congested.”

The current one-way toll for Staten 
Island-bound traffi c dates back to 
1986 when Islanders, claiming idling 
cars waiting to pay the Brooklyn-
bound toll were causing too much 
pollution, convinced Congress to 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They’re praying for a miracle.

Parents and students are scram-
bling to fi nd a modestly priced Catho-
lic school since the Diocese of Brook-
lyn announced it would shutter Sunset 
Park’s St. Agatha School after nearly 
100 years due to dwindling enrollment 
and a lack of money. The academy’s 
modest tuition is a boon to low-income 
families in the nabe seeking a faith-
based education, and it would be a real 
sin if it closed, according to one faculty 
member.

“A lot of parents can’t afford to send 

St. Agatha’s 
school to close

Brooklynites demand two-way fee on VZ — to keep New Jersey out

TOLL-Y MOLY!: The Verrazano-Narrows Bridge is beautiful — and expensive!

Continued on page 12
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DE-FENCE: A crash course on Avenue N
A car plowed through the wooden 
fence outside of an Avenue N home 
after colliding with a truck on Feb. 4. 
Both drivers paused at the four-way 
stop sign on E. 98th Street, but then 
they rammed into one another, send-
ing a woman in her sport utility ve-
hicle through the fence at about 12:45 
pm, police said. Emergency respond-
ers helped the woman out of her car 
and took her to Brookdale Hospital, 
offi cials said. The two people in the 
truck refused medical attention, ac-
cording to authorities. 
 —Julianne CubaPh
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Talk about bodega heroes!

Yemeni deli workers pro-
testing President Trump’s 
“Muslim ban” went on strike 
last Thursday and fl ooded 
Borough Hall Plaza, carrying 
fl ags from Iraq, Iran, Libya, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Yemen 
— and plenty of Old Glory. 
They were showing their dedi-
cation to the American dream, 
said one business owner.

“We are here to stay. We 
are the fabric of our communi-
ties, our city, and our country. 
People depend on us and our 
businesses, and we deserve to 
be here, our families deserve 
to come here, and we deserve 
respect,” said Ahmed Abboud, 
who closed his Bay Ridge bo-
dega earlier in the day and 
came down with his brothers 
and staff.

President Trump’s order 
suspends all refugee admis-
sions for 120 days and blocks 
citizens of the seven countries 
from entering the U.S. for 90 
days, except legal permanent 
residents.

Demonstrators packed in 
hours before the 5 pm kick-
off, chanting “No ban, no wall, 
NYC for all” and “We stand to-
gether.” The rally began with 
an Islamic prayer followed by 
remarks from a slew of local 
pols and community activists 
urging solidarity. 

“We are all Muslim to-
day,” said Borough Presi-
dent Adams. “You have the 
right to your American 
dream. And to be part of 
what America stands for. 
And this sends a loud and 
clear message.” 

Many at the rally said 
they have been in the U.S. 

for decades. But some were 
newer arrivals who came a 
few years ago fl eeing politi-
cal instability — only to jump 
out of one frying pan and into 
another.

The section of Bay Ridge 
jokingly called “Bay Root” 
for its sizable Middle East-

ern community was a ghost 
town Thursday afternoon. 
More than a dozen Fifth Av-
enues businesses went dark 
for the rally, many of which 
with signs plastered in their 
storefront that read, “Refu-
gees and Immigrants are wel-
come here. No Muslim ban. No 

border wall. Our communities 
stand tall.”

Taking a hit at the cash 
register was worth it to make 
a statement, one store owner 
said.

“I don’t even care that this 
is costing me,” said Hussein 
Bahar who co-owns a bodega 
with his brother in Sunset 
Park. “This is too important 
not to. How can I stay at home 
and not come out and defend 
myself? The people need to 
know we are upset.”
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By Caroline Spivack

The Muslim ban meets a Muslim 
band!

A vibrant musical opening next 
week will give a singing, dancing spot-
light to a young Muslim refugee, who 
flees Somalia’s civil war and takes an epic 
journey along the lush east coast of Africa 
to Cape Town and ultimately to the United 
States. “A Man of Good Hope,” opening 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music on 
Feb. 15, is a story riddled with loss and 
violence, but it is an uplifting testament 
to the human spirit that stands in defiance 
of exclusionary politics, said one of the 
show’s producers. 

“It’s such a hopeful story,” said Joseph 
Melillo. “And given the backdrop of what’s 

going on now with our government, it 
shows how people of a different race, of 
a different religion can give us a different 
understanding of happiness.”

Somalia is one of the seven Muslim-
majority countries included in President 
Trump’s recent immigration ban, which 
gives the production additional resonance, 
said Melillo. 

“It’s taken on a different kind of impor-
tance than I anticipated,” said Melillo. 
“When I scheduled this Obama was still 
president. Now it certainly has signifi-
cance on a variety of levels.”

The musical, based on the book by 
Jonny Steinberg, follows the true story of 
Asad Abdullahi, who starts the show as 
an 8-year-old refugee caught up in a civil 

war. Abdullahi flees from one village to 
the next in pursuit of a better life, with four 
actors playing the role as he evolves into a 
bright teen, a budding entrepreneur, and a 
man scarred by his war-torn experiences. 

His journey, which starts in Somalia 
and snakes down Africa’s east coast, is 
filled with a colorful cast of characters, as 
well as music that blends different African 
rhythms on the marimba — a mallet-struck 
wooden xylophone. The beats capture the 
vibe of the countries that Abdullahi travels 
through, said Melillo.

“The music drives the story. It creates 
that beautiful musical sound that we asso-
ciate with South Africa,” he said. “The 
story is a great celebration of humanity 
and it’s all done through music and danc-

ing and singing. It’s just a rich mix.”
The production uses simple, abstract 

staging to render its different locations, 
using free-standing, closed doors to repre-
sent country borders, and performers hold-
ing up tires and a steering wheel to create a 
truck. The show is unlike anything else in 
the borough, said Melillo.

“It’s about an exuberant story about 
hope — showing that it’s not just a theory, 
it’s a fact,” he said. “We knew we had to 
bring this to Brooklyn. There’s nothing 
like this in New York City today.”

“A Man of Good Hope” at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House [651 Fulton St. 
between Rockwell and Ashland places in 
Fort Greene, www.bam.org]. Feb. 15–18 at 
7:30 pm, Feb. 19 at 3 pm. $24–$80. 

Musical follows a Somali refugee’s journey

Hope & borders
Keep on truckin’: Actors use props to create a vehicle in the musical “A Man of 
Good Hope,” opening Feb. 15 at the Brooklyn Academy of Music.  Keith Pattison

HUNGRY FOR JUSTICE: (Above) 
Striking bodega owners outside 
Borough Hall last Thursday rallied 
in solidarity with fellow Muslims 
barred from entering the U.S. by 
President Trump. (Left) The dem-
onstration began with a massive 
Islamic prayer in Borough Hall 
Plaza. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

CLOSED BORDERS, 
CLOSED BODEGAS

Yemeni convenience store workers protest ‘Muslim ban’
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Protesters heckled Rep. Dan 
Donovan (R–Bay Ridge) at a 
private event Downtown, be-
cause he supports President 
Trump’s controversial immi-
gration ban.

Donovan was appearing 
at an aptly named Brooklyn 
Newsmaker’s breakfast on 
Monday, along with a buffet 
of borough congresspeople, to 
talk about Trump’s potential 
impact on local business, but 
disrupters harangued him un-
til police forced many to leave.

Critics charged that the 
freshman lawmaker bailed 
on his Muslim constituents in 
Bay Ridge, when he defended 
Trump’s executive order 
blocking immigration from 
seven Muslim-majority coun-
tries last week.

“Donovan has turned his 
back on thousands of his con-
stituents, and we feel it was 
important that we stand and 
turn our backs on him,” said 
Bay Ridgite Kayla Santosu-
osso, a member activist group 
Bay Ridge for Social Justice 
and a consultant at the Arab 

American Association of New 
York. “I think that it’s un-
acceptable that he supports 
the ban when Bay Ridge has 
so many Muslim-Americans 
with ties to these countries. 
And we feel it’s particularly 
important now more than 
ever that we hold our elected 
offi cials accountable.”

But the private event was 
not the time for a political de-
bate — especially across an 
auditorium, said Donovan 
(inset). 

“Protests have a 
proper place and time. 
The Chamber spent a 
lot of time putting to-
gether a panel for their 
membership to hear 
from policy makers on 
taxes, regulations, and 
health care,” said Dono-
van. “The disrupters took 
away that opportunity and hi-
jacked the Chamber’s event. We 
can disagree, but to shout down 
opinions because they’re differ-
ent from your own contradicts 
the basic concept of open dis-
course and deprives others of 
an opportunity to hear from ev-

ery side.”
Trump’s order denies entry 

to citizens of Iraq, Iran, Syria, 
Yemen, Sudan, Libya, and So-
malia, but a judge issued a re-
straining order on it last week, 
so it is not being enforced. The 
Trump administration is ap-
pealing that stay.

Donovan, who sits on the 
Homeland Security Committee, 
has defended Trump’s move, 
saying it was in the nation’s 

best security interest.
Activist groups Bay 

Ridge for Social Jus-
tice, Fight Back Bay 
Ridge, Bay Ridge 
Democrats, and even 
some Staten Island 
groups joined in. It 

was a moment for locals 
to ban together and make 

their voices heard, said one 
demonstrator.

“We need him to hear us 
that there are a lot of us who 
disagree with him,” said Bay 
Ridgite Kathy Lilleskov. “This 
is a moment for those of us who 
feel like our voices haven’t been 
heard to come together and de-
liver that message to him.”

CONDEMNING DAN: Bay Ridgite Kathy Lilleskov made the trek to Downtown to protest Congressman Dan 
Donovan’s support for President Trump’s immigration ban.  Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
CONEY ISLAND, N.Y. 

Sideshow impresario Dick 
Zigun wants Coney Island to 
secede from the United States 
and become an East Coast 
haven for expatriates fl ee-
ing the nation’s political tur-
moil. But don’t expect to see 
the so-called “Mayor of Co-
ney Island” on any ballots in 
the People’s Republic of the 
People’s Playground — Zigun 
plans to go old-school dictator 
and use his unilateral power 
to keep out riff raff from the 
likes of the Midwest and 
Queens, he said.

“I’d be the unelected em-
peror — I think I’d have fun 
with that. And people would 
have to apply for a visa, of 
course, and we’d probably 
do extreme vetting from cer-
tain states like Indiana. I 
would also do extreme vet-
ting of anyone from Queens, 
like Donald Trump,” said Zi-
gun. “But instead of moving 
to Paris, like Hemingway or 
Gertrude Stein, people could 
just escape to Coney Island 
— as long as they go through 
the proper channels.”

Emperor Zigun would re-
dig the moat that once sepa-
rated the island from the 
mainland. Failing that, he’ll 
take a page out of The Don-
ald’s book and build a wall 
along the proposed nation’s 
northern border, the Belt 
Parkway, he said.

“Well, I need to get my ad-
visors to study it, but we might 
have to build a partial wall I 
suppose at the Belt Parkway 
so people can’t just pull over 
and make an unauthorized 
entry into our great country,” 

His Excellency said.
Either way, “tourists are 

paying for it,” he said.
If he seizes power, the whole 

peninsula — everything from 
the gated community Sea Gate 
over to Manhattan Beach — 
will come under his control, 
according to Great Defender 
Zigun, who said he already 
has plans to erect a Lady Lib-
erty-esque statue in the pri-
vate nabe that overlooks the 
New York Harbor.

“I don’t want to let Sea 
Gate go,” His Eminence said. 
“The original name is Nor-
ton’s Point, and that’s where 
I want to erect a statue of 
Art Carney for his work in 
the Honeymooners after his 
character [Ed] Norton — he’ll 
be a beacon.”

Such a coup would net the 
Invincible and Triumphant 
General Zigun both  Sea Gate’s 
private police force  and  Kings-
borough Community College  
— two major institutions on 

Zigun: ‘Coney must 
secede, and I’m the 

man to lead it’

ALL HAIL GLORIOUS LEADER!: 
Self-proclaimed “Mayor of Co-
ney Island” Dick Zigun says he’ll 
ascend to dictator-god if he suc-
ceeds in seceding.

Ridgites rip Rep. Donovan 
over Trump’s ’Muslim ban’
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BY SHARIF HASSAN
Two Brooklynites who had been stranded abroad 
by President Trump’s travel ban are now back safe 
and sound in Kings County.

 Iranian Prospect-Lefferts Gardens student 
Saira Rafi ee  and  Sudanese Crown Heights doctor 
Dr. Kamal Fadlalla  were able to board fl ights back 
to the U.S. this week, where they were greeted at 
the airport by delighted friends and co-workers 
who had been rallying for their return. 

“We fought for her,” said Barbara Bowen a fac-
ulty union leader at the City University of New 
York, where Rafi ee is a student. “We are thrilled 
to have her back.”

Both Rafi ee and Fadlalla were forbidden from 

boarding planes back to the U.S. a week ago while 
visiting their families in their homelands, after 
Trump signed an executive order banning im-
migrants from seven Muslim-majority countries 
from entering the U.S. for 90 days. 

But  a federal judge in Washington state tempo-
rarily blocked the ban last Friday , allowing them 
and others marooned around the world to return.

Fadlalla is a second-year resident in internal 
medicine at Interfaith Medical Center in Crown 
Heights here on a work visa, while Rafi ee is on 
a student visa while she works towards her PhD 
in political science at the City University of New 
York’s Graduate Center. 

Dozens of students and faculty members from 

the college  rallied out-
side  Brooklyn’s federal 
courthouse last week  de-
manding her return.

Even before Trump 
signed his ban, Rafi ee said 
she feared she might not 
be able to stay in the coun-
try to complete her studies 
under his presidency, and 
joined her other students 
marching to Trump Tower 
to protest his immigration 
policies.

“There is a possibility I might not be able to fi n-
ish the program,” she said at the time, just days 
after the election. “I have no idea what will hap-
pen.”

Locals stranded by travel ban returned

WELCOME BACK: Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens student 
Saira Rafi ee has returned 
to the U.S.  Facebook

Continued on page 25
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BY MAX JAEGER
Brooklyn can’t hold El Chapo.

That’s the message the Feds 
sent when they decided to keep 
slippery Sinaloa drug cartel 
kingpin Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman in a Manhattan 
lockup rather than a Brooklyn 
jail — even though  he’s stand-
ing trial  in Downtown Brook-
lyn’s federal court on a block-
buster, 17-count international 
drug-traffi cking indictment.

Then again, Sunset Park’s 
Metropolitan Detention Cen-
ter — where El Chapo would 
likely have stayed had he 
been kept in the Borough of 
Kings — may not be the best 
place for an escape-artist who 
 bribed guards to roll him out 
of a Mexican jail in a laundry 
cart  and later  escaped another 
south-of-the-border lockup via 
a mile-long tunnel , according 
to an ex-con who did time in 
the Brooklyn detention center 

twice and said the jailhouse is 
full of security holes.

“For the New York dudes 
that did time there, they al-
ways spoke very highly — it’s 
sweet, wide open,” said Seth 
Ferranti, a jailbird-turned-
author who did a pair of two-
week stints in Brooklyn while 
in transit between prisons in 
the 1990s. “It’s a lot of activity 
of people coming in and out — 
so there’s a lot of hustling.”

Contraband, that is.
That was back in the rough-

and-tumble ’90s, but the high-
security behemoth is appar-
ently quite accommodating, 
even nowadays.

Notorious convicted cop-
killer Ronell Wilson  knocked 
up his guard after multiple 
trysts  while doing time in 
2013, and Brooklyn Federal 
judge Nicholas Garaufi s or-
dered a formal investigation 
into the Sunset Park slammer 

after determining Wilson was 
“ permitted to treat the MDC 
as his own private fi efdom .”

Reps from the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons, which runs 
the detention center, say they 
have tightened security.

“In order to mitigate life-
endangering consequences of 
dangerous contraband intro-
duction for both staff and in-
mates, including cellphones, 
weapons, and narcotics, BOP 
has deployed a number of new 
strategies and enhanced ex-
isting practices,” spokesman 
Justin Long said.

But even if the jail’s guards 

were impregnable, the ground 
it sits on is not.

Feds  crowed  that El Chapo 
will “face American justice in 
a city that’s foundation is bed-
rock,” during a press confer-
ence announcing his extradi-
tion to the U.S.

That’s true for the Manhat-
tan lock-up — but Sunset Park 
sits atop a squishy mix of dirt 
and rocks deposited there by 
a glacier 15,000 years ago — 
not the tough-as-nails bedrock 
that Manhattan sits on, ac-
cording to a local geologist.

“Manhattan bedrock ex-
tends into Brooklyn, but that’s 

up more toward Flatbush Ave-
nue Extension,” said Brooklyn 
College chief geology lab tech 
Guillermo Rocha.

The earth beneath Brook-
lyn’s jail at Second Avenue 
and 30th Street — a two-min-
ute walk from the Gowanus 
Bay — is all “sediment and 
boulders,” he said.

A judge  recently ruled that 
the kingpin could physically 
come to the Kings County 
courthouse , which will likely 
require the temporary, partial 
closure of the Brooklyn Bridge 
while U.S. Marshals transport 
him to and from trial.

‘Wide open’

ON LOCK?: The Metropolitan Detention Center in Sunset Park may look like a fortress, but former inmates, 
geologists, and even judges say it has vulnerabilities that El Chapo (inset) could exploit. 

Here’s why El Chapo isn’t 
being held in Brooklyn
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WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.
FACEBOOK.COM/3GUYSFROMBROOKLYN
TWITTER.COM/3GUYSFROMBKLYN

718-748-8340 • 6502 Ft Hamilton Pkwy
www.3GuysFromBrooklyn.com

CALL FOR IN-STORE PICKUP MON-FRI: Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

24/7

EBT

SALE STARTS WED FEBRUARY 8TH, 7AM ENDS MON FEBRUARY 13TH, 7PM

IDAHO POTATOES

1.39
REAL

5lb
bag

PLUM TOMATOES
HARD RIPE

69

3 5
ICED TEAS

ASSORTED
64 ozK

3
CELLO CARROTS

CALIFORNIA

99
1 LB BAG

10 1.99
NAVEL ORANGES

SUNKIST
SEEDLESS

KIRBYS
FARM FRESH

69
CANTALOUPES

LARGE SWEET

99
SUGAR

4 LB BAG
PK1.99

SEEDLESS GRAPES
RED FLAME

69
FULL LINE

2.99
D

DRIED APRICOTS

2.99
PARVEK79

ROYAL GALA
APPLES

EXTRA FANCY

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 
at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

HEBREW LANGUAGE  
ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL 

GRADES K-8 | D ISTRICT 22

A p p l y  N O W  a t  w w w. h l a c h a r t e r s c h o o l . o r g  
A p p l i c a t i o n  D e a d l i n e :  A p r i l  1,  2 017  

L o t t e r y  D a t e :  A p r i l  5 ,  2 017

O P E N  H O U S E S  A N D  T O U R S  A V A I L A B L E

Why HLA Stands Out
Eighth Grade Trip to Israel
Local and Regional Service Learning Programs
Robotics Team and Competitive Math Teams
Middle School Reading Clubs
Middle School STEM Partnership Program
HLA is a New York State Rewards School

Approximately 85 seats 
available in Kindergarten. 
Limited seats available in 

Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

HLA is a free K-8 public school 
open to all students of all 

backgrounds!

2186 Mill Avenue,  
Brooklyn, NY 11234

718.377.7200  

www.hlacharterschool.org

Rooted in Our Community
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Public defenders want cops 
to stop sweeping homeless 
shelters for people with 
open arrest warrants, be-
cause it is discouraging the 
indigent from seeking help 
— especially those who are 
here illegally and fear de-
portation under President 
Trump’s new executive 
order instructing cities 
to crack down on undocu-
mented people — according 
to a member of the Legal 
Aid Society, the city’s larg-
est public-defense group.

“Anybody who has a 
concern about an immi-
gration issue doesn’t want 
to see people in a uni-
form,” said Josh Goldfein, 
a staff attorney for the so-
ciety who also works with 
advocacy group Coalition 
for the Homeless. “If they 
know periodically that 
the police sweep through 

shelters looking to arrest 
people that’s going to be 
extremely discouraging to 
coming off the streets.”

Trump’s order directs 
agencies to swiftly de-
port illegal aliens who 
have committed or are 
wanted for committing a 
crime, as well as people 
who have misrepresented 
themselves on government 
documents or who have 
abused public-assistance 
programs.

Mayor DeBlasio has 
said he would not fully 
honor that request, but 
he is considering expand-
ing the list of 170 felonies 
for which the city will 
work with the Feds to de-
port perpetrators — essen-
tially any violent or sexual 
crimes, as well as major 
drug offenses.

But Hizzoner actu-

Lawyers to city: ‘Stop 
checking homeless 

shelters for warrants’BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Undocumented homeless are 
refusing to enter the city’s 
shelter system because they’re 
worried President Trump will 
deport them, according to non-
citizens living on the street in 
Sunset Park.

“I don’t want to go to a shel-
ter — it’s not safe and I’m not 
here legally,” said Hector — 
an undocumented homeless 
man who is originally from 
Mexico and would not give his 
last name because of his im-
migration status — speaking 
through a translator. “If I go 
they’ll probably deport me. I’d 
rather live on the streets than 
be deported.”

Hector is part of a booming 
population of undocumented 
men living by the train tracks 
on 62nd Street and 10th Ave-
nue — where at least six of the 
two-dozen members are refus-
ing to go into shelters for fear 
they’ll end up on a bus back to 
Mexico.

Hector, who collects and 
recycles bottles to cash in on 
their deposits, says he has not 

committed any crimes.
There have long been home-

less in the area, but their num-
bers have ballooned since 
Trump signed an executive 
order in late January instruct-
ing agencies to remove aliens 
who have committed a crime, 
are wanted for a crime, or who 
have committed acts for which 
they could be charged, as well 
as non-legal residents who have 

misrepresented themselves to 
a government agency, abused 
public-benefi t programs, or 
who immigration offi cials 
deem “a risk to public safety or 
national security.”

New York’s status as a so-
called “sanctuary city” means 
offi cials will not blow the 
whistle on non-violent undoc-
umented immigrants who en-

SHELTER SKELTER
Fearing deportation, homeless sleep on streets

SHELTER FEARS: Undocumented homeless won’t enter the city’s shelter 
system, because they’re afraid of being deported.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued on page 25
Continued on page 25
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Scooter snatch
A scooter-riding punk snatched 

a senior’s purse at Avenue U and E. 
54th Street on Feb. 3. 

The 73-year-old victim told po-
lice that she was leaving a home im-
provement store on Avenue U around 
1 pm, and was standing at the corner 
of the intersection when a bandit 
ripped her purse off of her shoulder 
from behind, according to police. 

Cops said the cad fl ed on a scooter 
toward E. 54th Street and got away 
with several of the woman’s credit 
and debit cards, cash, and her iden-
tifi cation card.

Apartment hustle
A fraudster scammed a Madison 

Place woman out of $2,000 between 
Jan. 27 and Feb. 1. 

The woman, who lives near Nos-
trand Avenue, told police that she 
wired the money to someone in Or-
egon in response to an ad for a Flor-
ida apartment. But several days 
later she discovered that the apart-
ment she was hoping to rent was 
never actually available, according 
to police.  — Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Bad fare
A disgruntled cab driver and his 

goons beat a man who couldn’t af-
ford his fare on 76th Street on Feb. 
4, said police. 

The man told police that as he was 
being driven to his home between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues he real-
ized he didn’t have enough to pay the 
driver. After telling the motorist, 
the fuming cabbie called two of his 
friends who rushed over and beat up 
the man, according to police. 

The trio fl ed in the taxi in an un-
known direction, police said. 

Snorkel bandit
A lummox wearing a snorkel and 

ski mask broke into a Fourth Ave-
nue drugstore on Jan. 30 and stole 
cash, said police. 

A witness told police that he 
saw the man break a window at the 
pharmacy near 88th Street at 1:20 
am and run inside. The nogoodnik 
ransacked a register and made off 
with $200 before fl eeing in an un-
known direction, authorities said. 

Ambushed
Two ruffi ans jumped a man and 

stole his cash on Third Avenue on 
Feb. 5, said police. 

The man told police he had just 
exited a restaurant at 4 am and was 
heading home when the two brutes at-
tacked him at Ovington Avenue. The 

two miscreants punched the man in 
the face multiple times and swiped 
$400 from his pocket, before fl eeing 
toward Fourth Avenue, offi cials said.

Mugged 
A pair of punks attacked a man 

and stole his cash on Gelston Ave-
nue on Feb. 3, said police. 

The man told police he was near 
94th Street at 1:45 pm when two men 
approached him, shoved him into a 
fence, and punched him in the chest. 
The crooks then stole three white 
envelopes with a total of $4,000 in-
side, said police.

The baddies fl ed toward Fifth 
Avenue, offi cials said.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Jilted lover
A enraged woman caught her no-

good-boyfriend in bed with another 
woman in his 63rd Street apartment 
on Feb. 5 and bludgeoned the pair 
with her fi sts, said police.

The man told police that his jilted 
lover caught the pair in the heat of 
passion in his place between 17th and 
18th avenues at 7:40 am and imme-
diately began punching him in the 
face. The incensed girlfriend chased 
him out of the apartment and then re-
turned to the bedroom to punch and 
kick his mistress, offi cials said. 

After the baddie beat the woman 
she swiped her boyfriend’s cell-
phone, $300, and his Jordan sneak-
ers and stated, “If he wants his s---, 
tell him to come see me,” and fl ed 
the scene, authorities said.

Time to run
A pair of goons mugged a man at 

gunpoint on 72nd Street on Jan. 31, 
said police.

The man told police that he was 
leaving his friend’s house between 
18th and 19th avenues at 1:50 am 
when one man approached him and 
asked for the time while another 
pressed a black fi rearm against his 
back and stated, “Turn around and 
give me your money.” 

The crooks searched the man’s 
pockets, took his wallet, and fl ed to-
ward 19th Avenue, authorities said.

Swiped swans
A opportunistic thief swiped a 

package of antique silver swans 
from a 63rd Street doorstep on Jan. 
31, said police.

The homeowner told police that 
when he returned to his home be-
tween 18th and 19th avenues at 6:40 
pm he found the ripped-open pack-
age on his front porch. The man re-
viewed security footage and saw an 
unknown woman fl ee with the an-
tiques, according to a police report.

The woman fl ed toward 18th Av-
enue, authorities said.

Cold culprits
Four sniffl y thieves robbed a 

Kings Highway pharmacy of allergy 
medication on Feb. 2, authorities 
said. 

A witness told police that the 
quartet walked into the drugstore 
between W. 11th and W. 12th streets 
at 1 pm. The pilferers swiped boxes 
of Claritin, Breath Right strips, and 
Allegra, and fl ed the store in an un-
known direction, according to a po-
lice report.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Masked robbers
A group of goons in ski masks 

forced their way into a man’s Nep-
tune Avenue apartment on Jan. 31 
and tossed the place, said police. 

The man told police that the bruis-
ers knocked on his door between W. 
Fifth and W. Sixth streets at 3 pm. 
When the man opened the door, one 
of the brutes punched him in the face, 
causing him to fall back, hit his head, 
and pass out, said authorities. 

The robbers made off with $2,500 
in cash, offi cials said. 

Bodega shooting
Police arrested a man for alleg-

edly shooting another man twice 
outside of a bodega on Mermaid Av-
enue on Jan. 17, authorities said.

The victim told police he was ex-
iting the deli between W. 32nd and 
W. 33rd streets just before 1 am 
when he was shot in the right side 
of his chest and his right hand. The 
alleged shooter fl ed in an unknown 
direction, said authorities. 

Emergency responders trans-
ported the victim to Lutheran Medi-
cal Center, police said. 

Out of time 
Two miscreants taunted and 

beat a man on W. 33rd Street on Jan. 
17, said police. 

The man told police he was walk-

ing between Neptune and Mermaid 
avenues at 1 pm when the pair ap-
proached him. One man called out, 
“Fatboy, do you have the time?” ac-
cording to a police report. When 
the victim said he did not the brute 
struck him in the head with a stick 
while the other man punched him 
in the face, offi cials said.

The two men fl ed on foot in an 
unknown direction, said police. 

Face plant 
A cad slammed a woman’s face 

into the pavement at the intersec-
tion of Coney Island Avenue and 
Oceanview Avenue on Jan. 17.

The woman told police he was 
approaching the intersection at 3 
pm when a ruffi an approached her, 
grabbed her face, and slammed 
her to the ground. The woman was 
taken to Coney Island Hospital. The 
baddie fl ed on foot in an unknown 
direction, offi cials said.

— Caroline Spivack

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Bridge, troubled water
A nogoodnik followed a woman 

as she was walking across a bridge 
on E. 14th Street on Jan. 29 and 
swiped her bag, police said.

The woman told police she was 
near Emmons Avenue at about 8:30 
pm when the crook approached 
her and tried to grab her bag. The 
woman screamed for help, but af-
ter trying to stop him from stealing 
her bag with her driver’s license, iP-
hone, cash and credit cards inside, 
the baddie swiped it and fl ed on foot, 
according to authorities.  

Shots fi red 
A punk walked into a commer-

cial building on Avenue U on Feb. 1 
and fi red three shots in an attempt 
to rob the place, police said. 

The yahoo entered the building 
near E. 18th Street at about 6:15 pm 
and said “This is a robbery,” offi -
cials said. Someone else in the build-
ing sprayed pepper spray and hid in 
the back room when the malefactor 
fi red three shots and then fl ed, ac-
cording to authorities. 

The cur jumped in a dark sedan 
with a second jerk and fl ed on E. 
19th Street, police said.  

Sneak thief 
A baddie broke into a guy’s E. 

Fifth Street house by cutting open the 
screen window sometime between 
Jan. 25 and Jan. 29, police said.

The victim told police he re-
turned to his place between Avenue 
V to fi nd the screen on his basement 
door cut and pushed open and neck-
laces, rings, earrings, a Nintendo 
Wii, and an iPad mini gone.  
 — Julianne Cuba



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 10–16, 2017 9  BR

Cut your electric bill 
by 50% or more
by going solar!

Financing available with zero money down

Contact us today to learn more.
NYC Solar Installers Serving All Five Boroughs since 2009

347-627-2828
voltaicsolaire.com

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

First hearing aids with 
a 24 hour battery life!
First hearing
a 24 hour b

purchase of a pair of Signia level
5 or 7 Cellion digital hearing aids.
Everyday retail price for Signia level 5 Cellion is 

$3,895 each. Sale Price $3,395 each. Offers cannot
be combined. Excludes previous purchases.

$$$ ,,, OOOOOOOOOOFFFFFFFFFFF

Offer expires 2/28/17

Must have hearing loss. Call for details. Offers cannot 
be combined. Limit one per customer per 12 months.

with FREE Hearing Test!

FFFFRRRREEEE $$$222555 
GGGGGiiffftt CCaaaarrrdddd

Offer expires 2/28/17

TotalCare

plus
Hearing Care 

Beyond Compare

No matter what your degree of hearing loss 
is, we can help find the best solution for you 
– guaranteed! Visit your local HearUSA center 
and experience the difference for yourself.

As part of HearUSA’s commitment to 
delivering the highest quality care in the 
industry, we have redesigned our Hearing 
Care Program to better serve you.

Try the NEW Cellion hearing aids from Signia and never change 
hearing aid batteries again! Signia hearing aids are clinically proven*

to provide better than normal hearing:

• In noisy and crowded restaurants • In large family gatherings
• At churches, concerts and auditoriums

*An independent clinical study in the US has shown that primax provided a significant improvement in ease of listening in demanding 
listening environments. A newly developed methodology using objective brain behavior measures (Electroencephalographic data), showed 

a significant reduction in listening effort for mild to moderate hearing impaired subjects using primax hearing aids in speech-in-noise
situations applying advanced features such as Narrow Focus and EchoShield.

Scchheedduule yyoouur FRREE hheariinngg scrreeeeniinng!!

© 2017 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

with the NEW CellionTM hearing aids from Signia
Hear The Ones You Love

Call Today: 1-855-203-1173
8115 5th Avenue, Brooklyn

Ashley Marcus, Au.D. 
Doctor of Audiology

Welcome Health First, Touchstone, Wellcare, GHI Emblem 
members, HIP and Medicare Advantage HMO plans.

Attention all NY State and Federal Employees, Retirees and Spouses: You may 
be eligible for hearing aids at minimal or no cost. Call us for more information!

ring Test!
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
And here’s the pitch.

MCU Park’s baseball fi eld 
will become a soccer pitch 
this spring when the New 
York Cosmos — formerly of 
Long Island — make their 
new home in Coney Island. 
The fan-shaped fi eld — also 
home to the Brooklyn Cy-
clones — will host all 16 home 
matches for the defending 
champions of the second-tier 

professional North Ameri-
can Soccer League starting 
in April.

And park honchos are 
promising fans a better view 
of the action than when the 
ill-fated Brooklyn Bolts foot-
ball team  imposed a gridiron 
over the baseball fi eld in 2014 .

“With the Bolts football 
fi eld, since they only played 
at MCU for three games, MCU 

Squad goals!
BY MAX JAEGER

Hold on tight — more rides are 
coming to Coney Island!

The city is asking amuse-
ment-park operators to pitch 
rides and games for the empty 
lots between the Cyclone 
roller coaster and MCU Park 
— part of a long-running rede-
velopment plan to expand the 
amusement area.

It’s another step toward 
the new Coney Island envi-
sioned under a 2009 rezon-
ing, but officials say they 
will pick proposals that har-

ken to the area’s glory days 
as a “publicly-accessible, af-
fordable amusement park, a 
place for experimentation, 
innovation, whimsy and sur-
prise.”

A stretch of W. 16th Street 
between Surf Avenue and the 
Boardwalk could become a 
concessionaires’ row, while 
the empty lot between the 
ballpark and the Thunderbolt 
roller coaster may become a 
new thrill-ride hub, according 
to a request for proposals the 
city issued on Feb. 6.

Offi cials are also asking 
for more entertainment on 
W. 12th Street, W. 15th Street, 
and Stillwell Avenue between 
Surf Avenue and the Board-
walk.

The city plans to lease the 
sites for 10 years, and devel-
opers would be responsible 
for repairing roads and infra-
structure, as well as operating 
the amusements, according to 
the proposal request.

The new attractions should 
be up and running by summer 
2018, the document states.

City: More Coney rides
Extra attractions coming to People’s Playground

PARK IT: The city wants amusement operators to build new rides on these Coney Island sites. NYCEDC

BACK FOR MORE: The Cosmos played one night only at MCU Park in 
2015.  NY Cosmos

MCU Park is getting a soccer team

Continued on page 30

The therapists at Bay Ridge Mental Health (BRMH) can help. We are 
compassionate, caring professionals, who can help you break free from 
frustrating habits and realize your full potential. BRMH works with adults, 
teens, children, and seniors, and provides individual therapy and counsel-
ing, as well as marriage, couples, and relationship counseling. 

Our therapists have a long history of working with diverse populations 
and catering treatment to the unique needs of our clients. We will collabo-
rate with your existing medical and psychiatric providers, or assist you in 
obtaining these services. 

Most insurances are accepted, and sliding scale arrangements are avail-
able for non-insurance clients. 

Call today for more information and a free telephone consultation.

 718-238-1580  Fax: 718-238-1405
    bayridgementalhealth@gmail.com  |  545 73rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209

BAY RIDGE PSYCHOTHERAPISTS

Check out our therapists’ profiles on Psychology Today and Good Therapy! 
Joseph Lovecchio, LMHC   |   Rivkah Kaufman, LMHC   |   Eleonora Yerukhimovich, LMHC

STRUGGLING WITH PERSONAL AND/OR 
PROFESSIONAL PROBLEMS?

FEELING STUCK IN A RUT? 

 Introducing 
 Elina Radshinsky MSLAC
 Healing Trifecta Accupuncturist

For appointment call 
646-776-2000
Mind, Body & Spirit Integrated Treatment
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    YOU’RE INVITED! 

 

   Join 
 

      Councilman Chaim Deutsch  
      & The Brooklyn Public Library 

 

    to celebrate the 
 

  Grand Re-Opening of the 
 

  Brooklyn Public Library: 
  Brighton Beach Branch 

 
   MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13th 
  Ceremony begins at 11:00am 

  16 Brighton 1st Road 
 
 
 

             Questions? Call Councilman Chaim Deutsch’s 
office at 718-368-9176 
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Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

their kids anywhere else,” said a school 
worker who asked to remain anony-
mous because she did not have per-
mission to speak to the press. “There 
is only one other Catholic school in the 
neighborhood, and for some of the fam-
ilies, it just costs too much — they just 
can’t afford it. And it’s cruel for the di-
ocese to make this announcement now, 
because it’s the middle of the school 
year. It came as a shock to all of us.”

Last month, church offi cials an-
nounced plans to shutter the K–8 acad-
emy at the end of the academic year on 
June 30.

The diocese sets tuition rates and 
gives schools individual budgets for 
subsidizing students’ education. Tu-
ition at St. Agatha is $3,949 per year, 
and operating the school costs $5,300 
per student — a roughly $1,300 subsidy 
per pupil, according to offi cials.

But the diocese doesn’t want to pony 
up any more, in part because enroll-
ment has shrunk from 178 to 144 over 
the past seven years.

“This school year, there are eight 
classes with less than 20 students,” 
stated a Jan. 10 letter informing par-
ents of the closure. “The parish does 
not have the reserves to subsidize the 
school for the future, and the parish 

cannot subsidize the school at the ex-
pense of parish programs and minis-
tries. To attempt to continue the school 
while further curtailing academic ser-
vices and extra-curricular activities 
would be a serious disservice to your 
sons and daughters.”

Many are skeptical that the diocese 
is as hard-pressed as it is implying and 
instead believe the body wants to make 
a quick buck renting the space to the 
city’s overcrowded School District 15.

“The diocese is just interested in 
the money. They don’t care about the 
students and the fact that this school 
is a historical pillar in the commu-
nity,” said Sunset Parker Juliana Ri-
vera, whose son and daughter attend 
St. Agatha School. “They’re probably 
going to rent the building out to a pub-
lic school and collect rent.”

If that’s true, it wouldn’t be the fi rst 
time. Offi cials shuttered the beloved 
Bishop Ford High School, a 52-year-old 
Windsor Terrace Catholic academy, in 
2014 and  rented the space to Mayor De-
Blasio’s universal pre-K program .

But there is no ulterior motive be-
hind the St. Agatha closure, a diocesan 
spokesman said.

“There aren’t any plans for the prop-
erty at this time,” said Vito Formica. 
“The decision to close the school was 
not made with haste. This was care-
fully reviewed and it is the fi nances 
that led to this decision.”

pass a law demanding the once-two-
way toll be collected only when vehi-
cles came to the Rock. That gave New 
Jersey drivers the ability to leap-frog 
into Manhattan through Staten Is-
land and Brooklyn for free, bypass-
ing the Verrazano toll by circling to 
the Holland tunnel when they head 
home to  Monmouth County .

But this summer, the Verrazano is 
getting a cashless toll system — where 
cameras record license plates as driv-
ers zoom by — making concerns 
about booth-induced smog a thing of 
the past, and creating an opportunity 
to start hitting Jersey drivers where 
it hurts, Hammerman argues. 

It is a change people down in 
Bay Ridge have been demanding for 
years, according to local leaders.

“CB10 has consistently in the past 
few years voted in support of restor-
ing two-way tolls,” said Community 
Board 10 district manager Josephine 
Beckmann. “We have backups at ev-
ery single exit ramp in the morn-
ing.”

But Rep. Dan Donovan (R–Bay 
Ridge), who also represents all of 
Staten Island, vowed to oppose any 
measure to restore the two-way toll 
until he’s seen data proving that the 
change would decrease traffi c and in-
crease revenue, according to spokes-
man Patrick Ryan.

CB6’s letter to the governor re-
quested a study to determine the effect 
of a two-way toll, but until then, the 
change will be a tough sell to Staten 

Island voters, according to Ryan.
“I think that with any constitu-

ency when you propose changing 
something that’s been in effect 30 
years, all these theories come up that 
it’s going to be worse because of X-
Y-Z,” Ryan said. “But if you can say 
‘We’re going to get X amount of rev-
enue we can use for this project,’ that 
makes it easier to discuss.”

Rep. and  Trumpbuster  Jerry Na-
dler (D–Gowanus), meanwhile, has 
been a longtime supporter of the two-
way toll, but came under fi re from con-
stituents after he failed to bring back 
the two-way toll when the House and 
Senate were controlled by Democrats 
during the early years of Obama’s 
fi rst term, according to one activist.

“The Dems had a veto-proof Con-
gress and Nadler failed to do what 
he had promised his constituents,” 
said Carl Rosenstein, a Manhattanite 
who created a group called Trees Not 
Trucks to combat commercial truck-
ing traffi c caused by the one-way toll.

But ramming the change through 
Congress is more diffi cult than it seems, 
because it needs to be tacked onto more 
substantial transportation legislation, 
which didn’t materialize during the 
two-year window, according to Nadler’s 
district director Robert Gottheim.

But with the new toll technology and 
President Trump championing new 
highway infrastructure programs, Na-
dler sees both the will and a way to real-
ize a two-way toll on the Verrazano on 
the horizon, Gottheim said.

“Looking forward, there’s a strong 
chance this can be done,” he said.

Cuomo’s offi ce did not return re-
quests for comment.

Continued from cover

SCHOOL

Continued from cover 

BRIDGE TOLLS
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Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500

www.brfcu.org

�

��

� �����	
��
18 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect 
when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal 

which may reduce earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  
For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  $250,000 insurance on IRA 
accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor 

of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

1.65
APY*

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 2/28/17.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, 
Austin Air Purifi ers
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$4200
p.p.

plus tax & 
gratuity

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

Appetizers
Zuppa De Mussels French Onion Soup Eggplant Rolletini

Soup Du Jour Grand Caesar Salad House Salad
Fried Calamari Baked Clams Shrimp Cocktail

Entrées
Roast Loin Of Pork With Baconkraut and Bass Ale Gravy

Burger Deluxe Fresh Cut Fries, Bacon, Choice of Cheese

Boneless Chicken Breast Parmigiana or Francaise

Stuffed Rack Of Pork With Spinach and Gouda Cheese

Half Semi-Boneless Roasted Chicken
Fresh Herbs, Lemon, Roasted Shallots 

Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic, Butter  
Salmon Filet Cold Water Farm Raised, Broiled or Grilled 

Penne Ala Vodka With Grilled Chicken or Shrimp 

Boneless Shell Steak 14 oz. Topped with Garlic Herb Butter 

Filet Mignon Grilled 10oz

Rack Of Lamb Grilled Dijon Crusted 

Lobster Tails Twin 5oz Served With Drawn Butter 

Roasted Long Island Duck Orange or Strawberry Sauce 

Broiled Filet Of Sole
Seasoned with Garlic, Shallots, Lemon, White Wine

Broiled Tilapia Oreganata Topped with Seasoned Panko

All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables 

Desserts
  Chocolate Mousse Brownie Overload
  Apple Strudel Chocolate Mousse Pie
  Cheesecake Ice Cream Sundae
  Chocolate Cheesecake Fresh Fruit Plate

Tiramisu
COFFEE OR TEA

Make 
your reservation 

for 
Valentine’s Day
“Mention this ad” 

for a chance 
to win 

a FREE Dinner 
for 2

This Valentine’s Day 
our Restaurant Week Menu

A la Carte Menu 
will be served

718 -989 - 8952

Complete Lunch - 3 Courses
$2900

 p.p.

From 11:30 am – 4 pm     (Tax & Gratuity not included)

CELEBRATE

New York City
Restaurant Week

COMPLETE DINNER MENU

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

This Valentines Day We Will Be Serving A Special 
Pre Fixed Menu

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

FREE PARKING ON PREMISE
OPEN Tues – Thur 11:30am - 10pm  Fri 11:30am - 11pm  Sat 10am - 11pm  Sun 10am - 10pm

FEBRUARY 14TH
BRING YOUR SWEETIE AND ENJOY...

LOVE IS IN THE AIR !

Celebrations at

www.montesnyc.com

Since 1906

By far the best Pizza in the Borough!

 Restaurant  Pizza  Bar
The Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn

451 Carroll Street, Brooklyn  718-852-7800
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Saturday Night 
Valentine’s Celebration at

February 11th  
from 7pm–Midnight

Dinner and a SHOW
4 Course Complete Dinner Service

$79.50 per person

Includes Tax and Gratuity

Cash Bar

For details and reservations call
718-331-2900

LIVE SHOW Act 1 

Greg Hill’s DELPHONICS 

Performing their hit songs
“Didn’t I Blow Your Mind,” “LA LA Means I 

Love You” and more of your favorites

LIVE SHOW Act 2

Flying in from London 

MAXINE NIGHTINGALE
Performing “Right Back Where We Started 

From” and other great hits 

DJ Eddie spinning hits from the 70’s & 80’s

*Valet service 

for your 

convenience
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© 2016 KRISPY KRUNCHY, LLC

Have a Family Style Valentine’s Day 
  Delivered to Your Home

FAMILY PLATTERS
CHICKEN & TENDERS

12 PC CHICKEN MIX
6 PC CAJUN TENDERS

6 PC BISCUITS
FAMILY FRIES
SERVES 4-6 $22.99

FAMILY TENDERS
12 PC CAJUN TENDERS

6 PC BISCUITS
FAMILY FRIES
SERVES 4-6 $15.39

BAY RIDGE MINI MARKET

www.KrispyKrunchy.com/menu – More Items & Combos to Choose From

KRISPY SHRIMP
5 pc 10 pc
 COMBO COMBO
  499 799  

COMBO

DARK           MIX        WHITE

ONLY

3 pc
699 739 749

499 539 549

2 pc  DARK          MIX       WHITE

COMBO

ONLY

569 629 639

369 429 439

COMBO

DARK           MIX        WHITE

ONLY

4 pc
849 859 889

649 659 689

Chicken
    COMBOS

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK TAKE-OUT

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

3 $39F
O
R

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
JORDAN’S
 LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$24+ Tax

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

TWIN LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$44+ Tax

COCONUT 
SHRIMP PLATTER

$20+ Tax

GARLIC 
CRAB PLATTER

$22+ Tax

Valentine’s Day Specials

1 1/4 LB. 
EACH

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Valentine’s 
Day 

Menu
From 4pm on

APPETIZERS (CHOICE OF ONE)

Shrimp Ajillo · Chorizo (Spanish sausages) · Mushrooms Ajillo
Clams Cocktail · Calamares en su tinta (Squids ink sauce)

Shrimp Cocktail · Salpicon (Cold Seafood salad)

ENTRÉES (CHOICE OF ONE)

Paella Valenciana (Rice, chicken, sausage & seafood)—with Lobster add $850 
Mariscada in Green Sauce · Shrimp Ajillo · Broiled Filet of Salmon 

Tilapia with Rose Sauce · Veal Sanchos · Chicken with Almond Sauce 
Filet Mignon* · Broiled Lobster Tail* 

Mar y Tierra (Surf & Turf)* · Sirloin Steak* · Rack of Lamb*

*Add $8
All entrées are served with salad and vegetables or rice

DESSERTS (CHOICE OF ONE)
Chocolate mousse cake · Cheese cake · Flan · Ice cream

$45 per person + tax + tips

WE ARE OPEN FROM 12 NOON ON...
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

CALL FOR 
VALENTINE’S 

RESERVATIONS

HOT & COLD ANTIPASTI
15 different items special to Carnevale

PASTA
choice of:

Lasagna Carnevale Santa Lucia
Rigatoni in Vodka Sauce

Pasta Fagioli for Carnevale

CARNE
choice of:

Chicken Carnevale
Veal Rolled in Pancetta
Hot, Sweet or Fennel 
Sausage Carnevale

Braised Pork Belly Napolitano
Pork Cutlets with Stilton Cheese

DESSERT
choice of:

Tortoni, Panna Cotta, Sanguiaccio, 
Cannoli, or Cheese Cake,

Coffee or Tea

Saturday, February 18th & February 25th or Tuesday, February 28th 
– $60.00 p.p.  |  All other days – $50.00 p.p.

Continuous Entertainment! 
Operatic Arias, Folks Songs and Broadway Standards

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

1464 86th Street
(Between 14th and 15th Avenues) 

Brooklyn, NY 11228

718.236.9883
www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

Tommaso’s
Carnevale
Menu
Friday, February 17th 
through 
Tuesday, February 28th

Open Valentine’s Day Feb. 14th
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BAY RIDGE

Kudos to Assemblywoman Nicole 
Malliotakis (R–Bay Ridge) on her 
appointment as the New York State 
Director of the National Founda-
tion for Women Legislators. The 
foundation aims to empower and in-

spire elected 
women to be-
come thought 
leaders who 
shape Amer-
ica’s future 
by provid-
ing strategic 
resources to 
the women 
for leader-
ship develop-
ment.

In her po-
sition, she 

will serve as a point of contact for 
elected women in New York, and 
work to bring more elected women 
the opportunities and resources that 
the foundation has to offer.

“I want to thank NFWL for select-
ing me to coordinate their efforts 
in the State of New York. I am hon-
ored to serve my colleagues as State 
Director. I look forward to helping 
one the nation’s oldest non-parti-
san organizations and identifying 
and addressing the needs of elected 
women at all levels of government,” 
Malliotakis said. 

“We are so proud Assembly-
woman Nicole Malliotakis has ac-
cepted a leadership position in our 
Foundation,” stated chairwoman 
Sen. Carrie Ruud (R–Minnesota). 
“NFWL’s theme for 2017 is leader-
ship, and Nicole exemplifies this 
theme.”

Malliotakis begins serving im-
mediately, and will hold this office 
through the end of 2017.

Nicole Malliotakis District Office 
[7408 Fifth Ave. at 75th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 987–0197].

BOERUM HILL

Happy birthday
Let’s give out 150 roses to Brook-

lyn Community Services on cele-
brating 150 years of serving our very 
own borough.

This year marks the 150th anni-
versary of the organization. It has 
remained committed to the commu-
nity and is on the frontline every day, 
serving people living in underserved 
neighborhoods.

Standing O salutes its commitment 
and dedication.

Brooklyn Community Service [285 
Schermerhorn St. in Boerum Hill, (718) 
310–5600].

FORT GREENE

Can you hear me now?
Congratulations to the team of stu-

dents at Brooklyn Technical High 
School on winning “Best in State” in 
the Verizon Innovative App Chal-
lenge. Their $5,000 prize was for de-
signing ILUSTRIA, an application 
that pairs students with potential 
scholarships through game play.

The idea for the app emerged from 
Karina Melnik’s, ’18, desire to give 
back to her peers by helping students 
afford college. Partnering with other 
students, including Marlon Diaz, ’18; 
Karina Popovich, ’19; Daniel Rogov, 
’19; Illan Weiner, ’17; and Camille 
Wilson, ’19, their research led them 
to realize that many students who are 

in need of fi nancing for college are 
unaware of many independent, less-
er-known scholarships. Further, mil-
lions of dollars of unclaimed scholar-
ship money exists to be found, and the 
Ilustria app they all contributed to 
helps students do just that.

Standing O, on behalf of college stu-
dents everywhere, says “Thank you.”

Brooklyn Technical High School [29 
Fort Greene Pl. in Fort Greene, (718) 
804–6400].

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

High marks for success
Congratulations to St. Francis 

College for ranking high in overall 
economic mobility. 

Assessed by a new report conducted 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

PARK SLOPE

Three cheers to the 14th Street 
Block Association on receiving the 
2016 Evelyn and Everett Ortner 
Park Slope Preservation Award 
for neighborhood intervention and 
its efforts “to prevent the conver-
sion of the Pavilion Theater into a 
large luxury condominium apart-
ment building incompatible with 
the scale and design of neighboring 
historic buildings.” 

The accolades were presented by 
the Park Slope Civic Council at 
its Feb. 2 meeting at the Old Stone 
House to Mark Grashow and Mi-
chael Padwee on behalf of the Block 
Association, including members 
Marilyn Bloom, Judith Hooper, 
Lee Anne Schaffer, Sheri Saltz-

berg, and Ben Posel, and neigh-
bors in the surrounding blocks.

The awards, which began in 2014, 
and are in honor of preservation-
ists the Ortners, recognizes proj-
ects that are compatible with the 
historic architecture of Park Slope 
and interventions by individuals or 
groups to protect the neighborhood’s 
historic character. The objective of 
the awards is to encourage projects 
and endeavors that make a positive 
contribution to Park Slope’s unique 
identity. The Ortners also played 
leading roles in the creation of the 
Park Slope Historic District.  

Sending out Os and congratula-
tions and thanks in preserving the 
community.

14th Street Block Association 
(mpadwee@gmail.com). 

Point contact for elected women

Preserving the neighborhood

by the Equality of Opportunity 
Project, out of almost 600 selective pri-
vate colleges, students from St. Fran-
cis were offered the 19th best “chance 
a poor student has to become a rich 
adult.” The Equality of Opportunity 
Project found that a student coming 
from the bottom fi fth of incomes had a 
49 percent chance to reach the top fi fth 
of incomes as an adult.

“One of the things we are most 
proud of at St. Francis College is that 
for more than 150 years we have been 
educating people who are the fi rst in 
their family to attend a college, many 
of them with economic needs,” said 
President Timothy J. Houlihan. Add-
ing “Economic mobility is a big part of 
what college should be about.”

St. Francis College (180 Remsen St. 
at Court Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
www.sfc.edu).

BOROUGH WIDE

Legal eagle
Cheers to borough daughter

Mary Lu Bilek, dean at City 
University of New York School 
of Law, on being named one of the 
“Most Infl uential People in Legal 
Education, 2016” nationwide by 
National Jurist, a leading news 
source for law students.

“I am honored to be included 
on this list of legal education 
change agents, and look forward 
to working to forge stronger con-
nections between legal education 
and the legal profession,” said 
Dean Bilek. 

“CUNY Law, which is uniquely 
committed to a passion for the 
law as a tool for public service, 
is extremely fortunate to have a 
leader with the vision and expe-
rience of Dean Bilek,” said the 
school’s chancellor James B. 
Milliken. 

Dean Bilek helped to develop 
the law school’s innovative cur-
riculum for practice and led it 
through the accreditation pro-
cess in the 1980s and early 1990s. 
In 2006, she spearheaded the cre-
ation of the Pipeline to Justice at 
CUNY Law; and in 2012, she took 
the helm at University of Massa-
chusetts School of Law. 

City University of New York 
School of Law [2 Court Square W., 
Long Island City; (718) 340–4200].

QUITE THE CHARMER: The 14th Street Block Association received the 2016 Evelyn and 
Everett Ortner Park Slope Preservation Award for making sure the new look of the 
Pavilion Theater will fi t in with the neighborhood’s historic charm.
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EMBARGO
PREVENTIVO DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Department of
Finance

Department of
Environmental Protection

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
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We received a lot of letters agree-

ing and disagreeing with col-

umnist Joanna DelBuono’s Feb. 

3 musing “President Trump is 

locking the doors at night” — 

here are a few gems:

To the editor,
I have been reading [Joanna Del-

Buono’s] columns for years and find 
them very stimulating.

The best is the one on Feb. 3–9, 
Page 42. I loved your writing the 
truth. I wish your column was in a 
national paper so everyone would 
read it. Please send President Trump 
that article. Good luck for the future.

Arlene Sardell

To the editor,
There is much to say about the 

Not for Nuthin’ column in the Feb. 3 
issue of your paper. First, the author 
claims that people who live in high-
rise luxury buildings have people to 
protect them and it prevents people 
invading their “boarders” (which is 
spelled “borders,” but I’m sure she 
knew that and it was a typo).

Well, the first lady is doing just 
that, and guess who’s paying for all 
that security? Yep. The City of New 
York. And while DelBuono actu-
ally does call it a “ban” (and depend-
ing on who you talk to — president, 
press secretary, or Kellyanne Con-
job it may or may not be a “ban”) it 
comes down to the fact that any kind 
of discrimination based on religious 
beliefs is illegal. And also while the 
author claims it’s only temporary, it 
isn’t for Syria. Syria’s ban is not tem-
porary, it’s indefinite.

And she also doesn’t mention that 
the countries that are banned have 
produced no known terrorists, while 
the countries that terrorists have 
come from, such as Egypt, Saudi Ara-
bia, and Turkey, are not banned.

And is it just a coincidence that 
those are countries where the current 
president has business dealings?

People like DelBuono are the 
worst of Bay Ridge. 

And the saddest part of all this is 
that she’s not alone. I grew up here 
and you see it in the bars and on so-
cial media all the time. Last week 

someone said to me that if I didn’t 
support the president, that I should 
be deported. 

I tried to explain to him that it is 
not how Democracy works. He didn’t 
get it. And who is more stupid? The 
person who thinks all the protestors 
should be shot or the person who has 
to try and explain to him that you can 
arrest people but you can’t just ex-
ecute them. (This second guy didn’t 
get it either)

And last week you ran an article 
that said there was a clash at the MLK 
Day march in Bay Ridge. It was billed 
as a march against hate. I was at the 
march start to finish. There was no 
clash, just four people with signs that 
caused no trouble. You also reported 
that it was on Fourth Avenue when it 
was actually on Fifth Avenue, so was 
your reporter even there?

There are good people in this 
neighborhood. I know many of them. 
But the us against them mentality is 
just wrong. And that is the current 
administration’s basic policy. If you 
can’t see where this is headed, you 
haven’t read enough history.

Michael Saccoliti
Bay Ridge

To the editor,
Bravo! Clear analogy!
If Mr. Trump will make NY and 

America safer, I’m all for that! Every-
one coming to America is not neces-
sarily our friend! 

To add to your analogy about lock-
ing our homes and securing them, 
how about the following?: Just as 
employers do background checks for 
prospective employees working eight 
hours a day at a company, shouldn’t 
our government require checks for 
people who could end up being my 
and your neighbor 24–7? 

A case in point: About two years 
ago, two terrorists were arrested 
in an apartment building one block 
away from where I live! One of them 
was living with his mother who lived 
in the building. That was too close.

People’s lack of awareness makes 
a terrorist’s day. Let us not be so vul-
nerable! Thank you for your courage 
to speak up and put this message in 
perspective!

A person should be open minded 
— however, not so literally open 
minded that his brains fall out!

We need security! Shoshana
Flatbush

To the editor,
In response to Joanna DelBuono’s 

Not For Nuthin article, let me begin 
with “tsk, tsk, tsk” Joanna. We that 
read your comments on a weekly ba-
sis have learned to agree and to dis-
agree with you at times. However, 
your latest article does not allow one 
to sit idly by while alternative facts 
are being made.

Joanna, just because “celebrities” 
or those in the entertainment field 
express their citizen’s right to protest 
an action and/or deed by an official, 
does not mark or label them as “hyp-
ocrites” — unless you are also label-
ling yourself as the same.

They — like you — are working 
for a living. They, like you, have the 
right to vote, and stand on their soap-
box as you have done through your 
columns. They — like you — have 
the right once their households settle 
down, to check all doors for securi-
ty’s sake to protect themselves, their 
families, and their possessions as 
you stated you do each evening.

Every registered American voter 
— rich or poor — has the right to be 
heard. One may include those apply-
ing for citizenship too. For they are 
working hard, paying taxes, and sup-
porting this great country of ours 
alongside us all.

The difference between Ameri-
cans rallying against Trump, his 
supporters, and his staff are due 
to real facts, not alternative facts. 
Trump has repeatedly shown his 
overbearing ego, his divide-and-con-
quer tactics, the “do as I say, not as 
I do” attitude is bias thus “the peo-
ple” will stand up against any and 
all injustices rendered, or deemed to 
be unfair and unlawful. Trump has 
“kingly” decided who or where the 
enemy is located and how they will 
be stopped.

Oh! By the way Joanna, bans on 
guns if not used by the military or 
law-enforcement agencies, is not 
“blah, blah, blah,” per your arti-
cle. It’s another reason why you are 
checking your front and back doors 
to keep your family safe each evening 
Joanna.

By Trump’s own words during 
the primaries and during the general 
election, he has stated the unthink-
able, for eight years he questioned 
the sitting president’s citizenship 
thereby tried to delegitimize his 
presidency.

He’s now the sitting president, yet 
he’s more concerned about the rat-
ings and the host of his reality show 
than finding jobs for the people who 
need them badly. If you disagree with 

him you are a “so-called…”, as per the 
U.S. District Judge James Robart has 
recently been bullied and insulted in 
a childlike manner. Trump does not 
have presidential qualities — yet he 
is for the next four years? 
 Debra Justin

Canarsie

To the editor,
How dare Joanna DelBuono call 

us “whiners and to suck it up.” I will 
never accept Donald Trump — who 
is a racist, bigot, misanthrope — as 
my president. I, along with those who 
shouted “no” as he took the oath of of-
fice, know that Trump is not worthy 
of being called president. We are not 
“spoiled destructive individuals act-
ing like toddlers in the terrible twos” 
but people who care about our coun-
try and what is happening to it.

No time-out for us — we will con-
tinue being vocal and protest when-
ever we see the injustice brought 
about by the election of Donald J. 
Trump. Rosalie Caliendo

Gravesend

To the editor,
I am writing in regards to the Met 

Fresh Supermarket located at 9606 
Third Ave. I wrote to them via their 
website and I did see a difference 
after my complaint. I don’t know if 
something was said or if it’s just co-
incidence. However, my complaint 
has risen again, so now I am writing 
to the paper to alert others about the 
community’s supermarket.

My complaint on the website was 
that I’ve seen lobsters stuck on their 
backs more than once. The facts are 
that lobsters are incredible creatures 
that can live to be more than 100 years 
old. They are intelligent, amazing be-
ings that, given the opportunity to 
survive, they can take journeys cov-
ering more than 100 miles a year.

But this letter is about their now-
miserable lives, what’s left of them in 
these tanks — suffering from stress, 
potential crowding, and low oxygen 
levels.

Can’t the employees give them 
a shred of compassion in their last 
days? Are they that lazy? I formerly 
would do it myself, but at last attempt 
(Jan. 25), the accessible lid seemed 
to be sealed shut. So this is what I’m 
resorting to. This is my attempt to 
speak for the voiceless and for work-
ers to pay better attention to their 
surroundings. Victoria Booth

Bay Ridge
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which society is built.
As for a hospital, the 

Highest Incarnation of 
the Revolutionary Com-
radeship said he’d pass 
on Coney Island Hospi-
tal, and instead fi nd an-
other way to keep his 
subjects healthy.

It would not be the 
fi rst time someone tried 
to secede from New York 
— 65 percent of Staten Is-
landers voted to detach 
from the city’s ample bo-
som in 1993, but lawmak-
ers put the kibosh on 
that. Rock Councilman 
Joe Borelli  tried — and 
failed — to stoke that fi re 
last summer  after Great 
Britain voted to leave the 
European Union. Queens 
has  twice tried to secede  
(and at the risk of edito-
rializing, we wish them 
all the luck in the world 
on a third attempt).

But Ever-Victorious, 
Iron-Willed Commander 
Zigun draws particular 
inspiration from Key 
West’s 1982  attempt to 
cleave itself from Florida 
and become The Conch 

Republic  — the archi-
pelago’s response to a 
roadblock that the Feds 
set up there to stop un-
documented immigrants 
from entering the U.S.

Here in Brooklyn, 
Islanders are already 
raring to shake off the 
shackles of their oppres-
sors and gain their inde-
pendence, said one local.

“Obviously the rest 
of the city has just been 
holding us back,” said 
long-time Coney Is-
lander Leon Watkins. 
“Coney Island has more 
than enough pizazz and 
know-how to be its own 
country. Let’s make Co-
ney Island great again.” 

Offi cials at Sea Gate 
did not return requests 
for comment.

MAX

THE MILITIA: For years, Zi-
gun has secretly used carni-
val games to train the Peo-
ple’s Army of the People’s 
Playground.

ter the shelter system, ac-
cording to a rep with the 
Department of Homeless 
Services.

But the president’s or-
der is nonetheless sow-
ing fear, an advocate 
said.

“I think what’s most 
likely going on is people 
are extremely nervous 
in the current climate 
of calling attention to 
themselves,” said Josh 
Goldfein, who also works 
with advocacy group Co-

alition for the Homeless. 
“And this creates prob-
lems in terms of public 
health and safety. No one 
would should feel hesi-
tant to come forward for 
services. They won’t be 
deported. No one should 
be out on the streets — 
it’s not safe.”

Trump’s order does, 
however, promise to 
punish sanctuary cities 
by withholding federal 
funding — a move that 
could cost New York City 
as much as $7 billion, ac-
cording to a recent re-
port from Comptroller 
Scott Stringer.

ally needs to go easier 
on those folks if he ever 
wants to reign in the 
city’s growing homeless 
population, according to 
Goldfein, who said Legal 
Aid Society has been in 
talks with the adminis-
tration.

“We would like 
them, if anything, to 
reduce the list of of-

fenses that they can ar-
rest people for, because 
it creates liability and 
unwillingness for peo-
ple to come forward for 
services,” he said. “As 
part of that conversa-
tion we’ll also be dis-
couraging law enforce-
ment from coming into 
shelters where some 
fear they’ll be arrested 
and deported.”

The police did not re-
spond to a request for 
comment.
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t seems like arguing — 
screaming, shouting, or at 
the very least, extreme eye-

rolling — is right up there with 
eating breakfast these days. 
Wake up, brush your teeth, 
glance at the latest news, and 
… explode!

Jeanne Johnson was sick 
of it.

Johnson is a mom of two in 
Ridgewood, New Jersey, and 
a local activist. A few years 
back, she got the city to make 
its crosswalks more obvious 
to encourage kids to walk — 
and cars to stop. Last week she 
wanted to encourage some-
thing else to stop: The demon-
ization of everyone who voted 
for someone other than the 
someone you voted for. So to 
a local social hall she invited 
Guy Benson, a conservative 
author, Julie Roginsky, a Dem-
ocratic strategist, and Lisa 
“Kennedy” Montgomery, the 
mordantly hilarious Liber-
tarian who has a show on Fox 
Business. In fact, all three are 
on Fox all the time, often spar-
ring, but also always happy to 
see each other.

That’s what Johnson 
wanted her fellow citizens to 
witness with their own eyes: 
You can disagree with some-
one’s politics, even vehe-

mently, and not despise them 
as humans. 

As crazy as that sounds. 
Kennedy moderated the 

chat by asking the kind of ques-
tions that can stop a broadcast  
in mid-air, like “You crazy s--
-----.” For instance, she won-
dered, was there ever a time 
when either of her guests real-
ized the other side was not evil 
incarnate?

Roginsky recalled a time 
back in college when she and 
her fellow feminists took a 
bus to a Rhode Island abor-
tion clinic, where nuns and 
priests were protesting out-

side. As Roginsky and her 
retinue shouted, “Keep your 
rosaries off our ovaries!” she 
looked at the clergy, fervently 
praying, and suddenly it hit 
her: These folks weren’t there 
to be judgmental jerks. They 
had come because they truly 
believe that a fetus is a life 
that must be saved. For them, 
blocking the clinic was no dif-
ferent from grabbing the gun 
from some nut holding a hos-
tage. To this day, Roginsky re-
mains adamantly pro-choice. 
But instead of seeing pro-life 
supporters as bad people, she 
seems them as people.

For his part, Benson 
flashed back on 2009, when 
Obama was sworn into office 
on a wave of Democratic eu-
phoria. Conservatives were 
beside themselves: Here was 
a president who would pass 
every piece of liberal legisla-
tion this side of Sweden. The 
Republicans were on the outs, 
perhaps never to rise again. 

So Benson said, smirk-free, 
he truly empathizes with what 
Democrats are feeling now. 
He  obviously doesn’t share 
their dismay (although he 
didn’t sound very happy about 
Trump). But he gave a know-
ing nod to the people who, well, 
that’s just the thing. The room 

was filled with ardent Demo-
crats and Republicans, and 
probably some Libertarians 
besides just Kennedy. And you 
couldn’t tell who was who.

For Johnson, that was the 
point. 

“Those [feuding] people 
ended up having to sit at the 
same tables together,” she said. 
She’d deliberately chosen round 
tables, so everyone would be 
looking at everyone else, and 
purple table cloths. Not red. Not 
blue. Purple. The cookies for 
the event were iced in purple 
frosting, “Together.” Cookies 
are always an ice breaker.

And so was this event. Up 
on stage, Roginsky and Ben-
son were discussing free 
speech. They’d just gotten 
word about the unrest — riots? 
— at the University of Califor-
nia Berkeley, where masked 
agitators had caused $100,000 
in damage as they protested a 
speech to be given by the right-
wing agitator Milo Yiannopo-
ulos. Roginsky was appalled. 
She is hardly a fan of Yianno-
poulos, but free speech wins, 
she said. “Always.” 

For his part, Benson was 
ready with some good advice 
for the Democrats. “If every-
thing is an outrage, nothing 
is.” In other words, if the left 

rejects absolutely everyone 
and everything Trump pro-
poses, their message will get 
tuned out. Pick your battles, he 
advised, to  get more traction. 

How did the two oppo-
sites manage to stay friends 
through this election and post-
election season? The same way 
they handle the Twitter taunts 
that come their way. The trick 
is to “listen generously,” said 
Benson. Don’t assume the per-
son who didn’t vote your way 
chose the other candidate out 
of bigotry, stupidity, or cal-
umny. Assume they had their 
varied reasons, just like you 
had yours. Give folks the ben-
efit of the doubt.

By the end of the night, said 
Johnson, she thought she saw 
that happening. “I know how 
contentious things were, or 
are, in our community — hor-
rible. Just like we’re seeing on 
the national stage.” But after 
the event, the audience hung 
around for almost an hour, 
talking, laughing, and eating 
those cookies. “Let’s do this 
again!” they said.

That’s an idea no one could 
argue with. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

ootball is supposed to be 
fun. Okay, it’s big busi-
ness for the advertisers, 

the players, and the stadium. 
If you do manage to snag a set 
of tickets — after coughing up 
a lung or two, promising your 
first male child, and mort-
gaging your house to the hilt 
— it’s more than just fun, it’s 
bankrupting excitement. But 
for the rest of us leaping un-
knowns, it’s the boob tube, hot 
wings, and fun.

Amusing ad spots, enter-
taining half-time show, and 
hopefully a great game. 

So this year’s Super Bowl 
LI (51 for the Roman-numeral-
challenged) had a phenomenal 
half-time show, Lady Gaga is 
one hell of a showwoman — 
she flew through the air with 
the greatest of ease, like a be-
spangled Peter Pan in sequins.

The game, too, was excit-
ing (after half-time) — too 
bad I fell asleep and missed 
the Tom Brady magic. But I 
did manage to awaken as the 

Vince Lombardi trophy was 
marched through a throng 
of Patriot players kissing the 
shiny ball on its way to the 
MVP — exciting.

Those were the high spots. 
Now onto the commercials.
Long ago, I first started 

watching the game for two 
reasons: A column in Febru-
ary (because you know you 
run out of ideas), and the com-
mercials. Then, as all things, 
it became a yearly habit. As 
the years passed, the tone of 
the ads changed. Gone now 
are the cavemen, the lizard, 
and the funny trading babies 
— but alas, the game remains.

The ads last year were all 
about making car dealers richer 
and addressing drunk drivers 
— with a Dorito or two thrown 
in to break the monotony.

For the horse, dog, and beer 

fans, the Budweiser Clydes-
dales, absent this year, pro-
vided the sappy lovers a good 
sniffle or two. 

But this year the politi-
cal propaganda was enough 
to choke a Clydesdale, and it 
never ended. We were bom-
barded by outright propa-
ganda ads at every commer-
cial break — come on, a little 
kid escaping the poverty of 
Mexico and picking up trash 
along the way, really?

And it was a field day for 
the tweeters. You couldn’t get 
a yard down without someone 
complaining of one thing or 
another. 

“Lady Gaga should have 
made a statement.” “Lady 
Gaga did make a statement 
but we missed it.” “Trump 
this — Trump not that.” Leave 
it alone. Stop the madness. 

The politically correct elite 
ruined the Golden Globes, the 
Screen Actors Guild, “Saturday 
Night Live,” and now gagged 
the Super Bowl with ads that 
de-funned the whole night.

Not for nuthin™ — we get 
it: “Trump bad. Obama good. 
Let’s let in all the undocu-
mented and refugees, because 
we are America and that is 
what we are supposed to do.” 
Yada, yada, yada.

I’m done. Congratulations 
Hollywood, Madison Avenue, 
and the politically correct, you 
have finally managed to de-
stroy all the fun of every show I 
ever enjoyed. You are all on no-
tice — there won’t be an Oscar 
column. I will not be watching. 
I don’t care what anyone wears, 
or who wins. The movies aren’t 
fun and without Billy, and nei-
ther is the show.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/10/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$15,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2016 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#25770, 2k mi.

$13,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000
'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$15,000

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#29481

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
52k miles, Stk#25124

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#26411

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN VERSA
BUY 
FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22078

$8,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#22150

$16,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 8k mi.

$8,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS
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Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/10/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

$11,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#25503

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$17,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,000
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#18692

$10,000
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

3k miles, Stk#25543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$25,000
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

1 mile, Stk#31343

$24,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘16 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#28207, 8k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

24k miles, Stk#24152

'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS
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DIAMOND IN THE TURF: Here’s how the soccer pitch will fi t.

wanted to avoid moving the 
pitcher’s mound because it’s 
a hassle,” said park spokes-
man Billy Harner. “But since 
the Cosmos are playing for 16 
games, it makes sense to go 
through the extra work of re-
moving the pitcher’s mound.”

That means the pitch can 
be closer to seats than the 
gridiron was, he said.

Plus, the stadium will roll 
out the green carpet — As-
troturf, that is — so players 
won’t have to contend with 
clay from the diamond, and 
so fans won’t have to look at 

baselines during the footie, 
Harner said.

“I think that’s ideally 
what we’ll do so we also don’t 
have 100 different lines on 
the fi eld and it won’t look like 
a grammar school gym. We’ll 
see what works and what 
doesn’t, but we’re looking for-
ward to it to really make the 
ball fi eld and Coney Island a 
year-round spot.”

The soccer season will not 
interfere with Clones games, 
Harner said.

The Cosmos  made a one-
night-only showing at MCU 
Park in 2015 , and they even 
 ran some drills with a sea 
lion  from Coney Island’s 
aquarium.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Supermarket Big Bazaar will 
soon open at the corner of 
Brighton Beach Avenue and 
Ocean Parkway, giving Brigh-
ton Beachers who don’t like or 
can’t afford the area’s pricey 
Russian specialty stores their 
fi rst low-cost alternative since 
the Met Foods there  closed fi ve 
years ago , according to a local 
business booster.

“The Russian crowd feels 
very comfortable going to 
Russian stores, but non-Rus-
sians in the area sometimes 
they do not. They don’t con-
sider it to be a supermarket 
when it comes to cat food and 
some paper good and canned 
food,” said Yelena Makhnin, 
who heads the neighborhood’s 
business improvement dis-
trict. “In American supermar-
ket, the variety of such prod-
ucts is much bigger. I’m very 
happy, and I want to see it 
open, and I want to see happy 
customers, and I don’t want 
to get more phone calls and e-
mails that we badly need a su-
permarket.”

Nearby high-end Russian 
stores — such as Taste of Rus-
sia, Gourmanoff, and Brighton 
Bazaar (not to be confused with 
the forthcoming Big Bazaar) — 
are pricey and don’t have sta-
ples regular folks need, accord-
ing to another local.

“You can buy all the caviar 
you want, but you can’t fi nd 
a supermarket that supplies 
products for everyone,” sep-
tuagenarian Arlene Brenner 
told us in 2015. “I need Clorox 

and cat food, not caviar and 
smoked meats — and not at 
triple the price.”

The owners of Big Bazaar, 
who operate 18 other grocery 
stores around the city, plan to 
open up by the end of the month 
— after construction and sub-
sequent inspections wrap up — 
and will offer plenty of kosher 
options for the area’s many ob-
servant Jews, according to pro-
prietor Ajay Sarin.

Building owners  held out 
on leasing the space for years  
after the Met Food closed, 
hoping to land another moder-
ately priced grocer — rather 
than selling to developers — 
in order to better serve the 
neighborhood, according to 
Suzette Bonsignore, whose 
family has owned the build-
ing since the 1970s.

“It was a long time, a long 
haul to get it up and running 
we’re very, very happy. And 
we’re happy for the commu-
nity, which is very important to 
us,” said Bonsignore. “It’s going 
to be a fantastic source for the 
neighborhood, great location.”

The bread scare!
Brighton grocery an alternative to Russian specialty markets

COMING SOON!: A new supermar-
ket and variety store — Big Bazaar 
— will open up on the corner of 
Brighton Beach Avenue and Ocean 
Parkway, replacing the Met Food 
that shuttered nearly fi ve years 
ago.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

Continued from page 10 
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Sunday, March 19th
10am – 4pm
Kingsway Events Center
2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(Between East 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

SAVEdatethe

Register to attend for FREE at
https://eldercareexpo. eventbrite.com
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If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct a seminar
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Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service

24/7 Service
Low Rates Clean Service

W E  U N C L O G

 

We Pump out Floods
Residential and Commercial
 Serving all Brooklyn, Manhattan, Staten 

Island, Queens, Bronx, New Jersey

917 858 3579

ROYAL FLUSH

In Line Video 
Inspections

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Brooklyn
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������

169 Smith Street
2047 86th Street
1900 Ralph Avenue

�

DISCOVER THE
PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

THE CONVERTIBLE IRA CD

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) shown are effective as of 02/01/2017. Minimum opening deposit is $500.00 to qualify for the promotional offer. These promotional IRA Certificates of Deposit allow a one-time 
conversion to any other IRA CD type without penalty during the term. Promotion will expire on 4/18/2017. Rates and provisions subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Early withdrawal fees 
may apply. For more information, visit your nearest branch.

Higher rates now and  
an option to catch rising rates!

1.60% APY*

30 Month IRA CD

1.79% APY*

42 Month IRA CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover
®
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Sen. Bernie Sanders is fi nally get-
ting a degree from Brooklyn College 
— 58 years after he enrolled! 

The Midwood-born former presi-
dential hopeful is returning to his 
native land to give the school’s com-
mencement address at Barclays 
Center in May, where may also re-
ceive an honorary doctorate.

“We are honored to be able to 
welcome Bernie home this spring to 
this great college, and to have him 
send off the Class of 2017,” said col-
lege president Michelle Anderson.

Sanders (I–Vermont) enrolled at 
Brooklyn College after  graduating 
from James Madison High School  in 

1959, but only stayed there a year be-
fore transferring to the University of 
Chicago, where he graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in political science.

The self-proclaimed socialist 
hasn’t lived in the borough since Rob-
ert Wagner was mayor, but he  milked 
his Brooklyn bona fi des  while stump-
ing here during the 2016 Democratic 
primaries, which he ultimately lost.

If the school’s board approves 
the degree, Sanders will likely 
score a Doctorate of Humane Let-
ters from the college — an honor he 
will share with musician Harry Be-
lafonte, fi lmmaker Ken Burns, de-
veloper Bruce Ratner, and Title IX 
godmother Bernice Sandler.

Sanders to feel the learn!

SHAKING HANDS: Bernie Sanders will receive an honorary degree from Brooklyn 
College — where he spent a year before transferring out. Photo by Angel Zayas

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They did start the fi re! 

Youngsters and adults 
learned how to build and 
care for man’s fi rst and 
greatest discovery — fi re 
— at a wilderness train-
ing course that the Parks 
Department hosted in Ma-
rine Park on Feb. 5. Every-
one should be able to light 
a fl ame caveman style — 
sans 21st-century materi-
als like a lighter, that is — 
in case of an emergency, 
said one Sheepshead Bay 
resident who attended 
with her mother. 

“It was very helpful. 
I’m interested in nature 
and survival and know-
ing what to do if ever I am 
in situation where I am 
camping or in the wilder-
ness,” said Katrina Hen-
derson.

Roughly 20 park-goers 
hunted for phragmites — 
plants found around most 
marsh areas that make 
good kindling — and then 
learned how to use fl int 
and steel to spark a blaze, 
according to Urban Park 

Ranger Judith Velosky.
No one lit a raging in-

ferno, but the fl ames were 
still hot enough to roast 
marshmallows after the 
lesson, Velosky said. 

It was a boon for 
“doomsday preppers,” ac-
cording to one of their 
ranks who says the apoca-
lypse will be any day now.

“Preparing myself just 

in case if a situation were 
to occur I can be mentally 
prepared and know what 
I have to do to survive,” 
said Michel Magloire. “I 
have a hunch that s--- is 
going to hit the fan. Really 
biblical — a lot of world 
events that coincide, cor-
related with scriptures. 
I just went for more sur-
vival preparedness.”

Survival of the lit-est
Marine Parkers learn to make fi re the old-school way

GATHER AROUND THE FIRE: Kids and adults learned how to 
keep a fl ame going.  Photo by Jon Farina

Gala Dinner
& 

Award Ceremony
Tuesday, June 1, 2017

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11228

HONOREES

For more information please call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

It was a wonderful 
feeling to be among so 
many strong and vibrant 
women who were making 
a difference everyday 
by their work for others. 
What a privilege 
to be recognized 
for my contribution 
to my community, 
my borough, my city!

Congratulations
to Brooklyn’s 2017
Women of Distinction

Marianne Nicolosi Maria Nitti

My experience with the 
Courier Life Women of 

Distinction was one that 
was truly admirable. 

Being a part of this 
extraordinary group 

of women who inspire 
the community is an 

incredible feeling. 
Congratulations to the 

Ladies of 2017!

Grisel Amador
Pauline Chueng
Heather Cuccia
Maria D’Alessandro
Anastasia D’Amato
Nighat Fatima

Caroline Gates-Anderson
Alberta Gulotta
Rev DeVanie Jackson
Dianna Kane
Nella Khenkin
Pastor Amy Kienzle

Denise P. Levine
Violetta Livshiz
Katie Lusso
Aileen McKinnon
Kim Moore
Tonya Ores

Yelena Sokolin
Lola Star
Marina Trofi mov
Candace Woodward
Bridget Zabbatino
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HARBOR WATCH
Chris Bailey grew up in Ala-
bama and saw snow so infre-
quently he thought it was a 
Christmas miracle. As a boy, 
his hometown was dusted by 
fl urries no more than a hand-
ful of times.

Now serving with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
Europe District in Estonia, 
snow is a daily reality for 
Bailey — at least in the win-
ter months when average 
temperatures hover around 
freezing in the Baltic coun-
try. As a one-man project of-
fi ce, Bailey is the engineer 
responsible for managing 
more than 20 European Re-
assurance Initiative infra-
structure and construction 
projects for U.S. Army and 
Air Force partners.

Extreme winter weather, 
which can delay construction 
work, is just one of the many 
challenges Bailey must over-
come to deliver projects on 
time and within budget.

The projects enable the 
training readiness of NATO, 
U.S., and Estonian defense 
forces, according to Army 
Lt. Col. Jason Gresh, the U.S. 
Embassy Tallinn Offi ce of 
Defense Cooperation chief.

“Chris brings a tremen-

dous amount of engineering 
project management expe-
rience to the team,” Gresh 
said. “He’s aware of the pe-
culiarities of the design and 
contracting processes, and 
[he] understands how to ap-
propriately approach proj-
ects with U.S. interests in 
mind while understanding 
host nation sensitivities and 
equities.”

In addition, Bailey man-
ages relationships with con-
tractors performing Euro-
pean Reassurance Initiative 
and humanitarian assis-
tance work for the district 
in Estonia. A number of lo-
cal contractors are working 
with the U.S. government for 
the fi rst time, Galloway said.

“Problems may arise when 
a U.S. contract is awarded 
to a foreign fi rm not famil-
iar with our requirements,” 
he said. “For example, our 
contracts specify U.S. build-
ing standards but also allow 
for host nation standards 
if they are equivalent to or 
better than U.S. standards. 
Chris has the technical com-
petence, fl exibility, and pa-
tience to resolve these prob-
lems.”

In a Honda CR-V with stud-

HARBOR WATCH
For many airmen, the New 
Year is about new begin-
nings. This can be an oppor-
tunity to start fresh and a 
chance to begin working to-
ward new fi tness goals.

For Air Force Senior Air-
man Benjamin Le, a services 
apprentice in the Texas Air 
National Guard’s 136th Force 
Support Squadron, 2017 will 
be just another opportunity 
to continue to improve in 
what he loves. His love for the 
sport of power lifting gives 
him new goals to strive for 
every day.

“Lifting weights is not 
only my passion, but it shows 
who I am,” Le said. “It’s some-
thing I’ve been into since 
high school, but I was never 
serious about until I got to 
my fi rst base.”

Le was introduced to pow-
erlifting in 2012 at F.E. War-
ren Air Force Base near 
Cheyenne in Wyoming. While 
there, he was convinced by 
his supervisor to continue 
pursuing his fi tness goals. 
Under his mentor’s guidance, 

Le trained and prepared for 
his fi rst bodybuilding compe-
tition just four months later.

“My fi rst supervisor and 
powerlifting coach was 1st 
Sgt. Lorenzo Peterson, whom 
I met at my fi rst base,” Le 
said. “He was like my Jedi 
master; he showed me the 
ways of powerlifting. We 
trained together and he saw 
my lifts were pretty good. 
He told me he wanted me to 
get into powerlifting more 
seriously, and through a lot 
of hard work I could see my 
numbers starting to rise up. 
I’ve been competing in it ever 
since.”

Le has continued train-
ing as a powerlifter for the 
last four years, and now rep-
resents the Air Force power-
lifting team.

“Every year there are mil-
itary powerlifting nationals, 
where all branches compete 
against each other,” he said. 
“Since its Air Force-related, 
my wing commanders have 
always really liked that. De-
pending on where you are, 
you may be able to represent 

your unit, your base, and also 
yourself in the competition.”

During his last meet, he 
competed at the 148-pound 
weight class. He squatted 452 
pounds, benched 308 pounds, 
and deadlifted 490 pounds, 
which was a personal goal 
for him.

Being able to represent 
the Air Force at a national 
event was an honor, Le said, 
and the ability to exceed his 
own expectations has been a 
highlight of his career.

“When you get back from a 
meet, everyone compliments 
and recognizes you,” he said. 
“It’s an amazing feeling, hav-
ing my peers take interest in 
powerlifting and fi tness. It’s 
helped my Air Force career, 
too. The fact I can also com-
pete with the team is another 
reason why I’m still in the 
Air Force.”

Outside of the Air Force, 
Le continues to exemplify fi t-
ness as a personal trainer. He 
uses his skills to help fellow 
airmen stay fi t and assists 
his peers in exceeding their 

LIFTS HIM UP: Senior Airman Benjamin Le has found his passion in powerlifting. Senior Airman DeJon Williams

COMPLETED!: Chris Bailey with the US Army Corps of Engineers Eu-
rope District project at a ceremony marking the completion of 27 Eu-
ropean Reassurance Initiative projects for US Army Europe at Tapa 
Military Base in Estonia.  Jennifer Aldridge

He’s building a 
career and country 

Continued on page 34Continued on page 34

Carrying his weight
Senior airman powerlifts his way to success



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 10–16, 201734    B GM BR

HARBOR WATCH
Army Col. Beth Prekker 
greeted her daughters, Lind-
say and Caroline, during her 
surprise return from Iraq at 
Cosby High School in Mid-
lothian, Va. on Jan. 5. 

Prekker was due to return 
from her deployment in late 
January. She and her hus-
band Rick Prekker, a retired 
soldier, wanted to give their 
children a day to remember.

Anne Canipe, a history 
teacher at the school, helped 
the Prekkers develop a ruse 
— Col. Prekker would take 
part via video conference 
in a discussion about veter-
ans and the students’ future 
plans, and Lindsay was in-
vited to talk to the students 
about college and the applica-
tion process. Canipe invited 
the local media to share the 
“good things that are hap-
pening in Chesterfi eld.”

During the lesson, Canipe 
tried to skype Prekker, but 
the class thought there was a 

technical issue when she did 
not pick up the call, but Prek-
ker was waiting in the back 
of the room to surprise her 
daughters.

When she came out, her 
daughters leapt from their 
chairs and ran to her.

“I have so much adrena-
line going right now; I am 
shaking,” Prekker said. “It 
is so good to be home, to be 
able to be with them, to have 
somebody to do things with. I 
missed them a lot.”

The daughters had no idea 
they were going to be sur-
prised.

“I kind of thought it might 
be happening,” Caroline said. 
“I didn’t want to get my hopes 
up though.”

Lindsay had not seen her 
mom since last winter break.

“When I stood behind 
the column, it was so hard 
not to start crying,” Prek-
ker said. “I was just so ex-
cited, and thinking, ‘let’s 
just get this over with, I 

want to see them.’ ”
It was hard to keep it quiet, 

Rick said.
“The girls have gone 

through fi ve deployments 
and every time it is a new 
experience,” he said. “A sur-
prise reunion is a great wel-
come and always fun.”

The girls have found the 
toughest part of the deploy-
ments is not having their 
mom around.

“It has gotten easier the 
past couple of years to stay in 
touch because of technology,” 
Lindsay said. “In the earlier 
years, we would be lucky to 
get a phone call, but now we 
can video chat, email, and 
make phone calls.”

After leave, Prekker plans 
to head back to Fort Riley, 
Kan., where she is stationed, 
but she hopes to have orders 
cut for Fort Lee soon.

The Prekkers agreed it 
is hard being apart, but the 
time they are together is 
quality time.

WELCOME HOME!: Col. Beth Prekker surprises her daughters Lindsay and Caroline with an unexpected reunion 
at Cosby High School. Lesley Atkinson

Surprise, I’m here!
Special return visit for Col. Prekker and kids

personal fi tness standards. 
He is very adamant about en-
couraging anyone he trains 
to be better than their best.

“I conduct fi tness tests 
also,” he said. “People ask 
me how to do more pushups 

or run faster, and I give them 
advice on routines to help 
them get stronger, or to run 
faster; squatting, getting on a 
treadmill, stuff like that.”

Le said he uses his pas-
sion for powerlifting to stay 
fi t to fi ght, as well as to help 
and inspire others around 
him.

“Whether someone is re-

ally into fi tness or not, it’s 
important to go to the gym. 
Not a lot of people realize 
it’s one of the greatest stress 
relievers ever,” he said. “It 
helps you be really produc-
tive, changes your lifestyle, 
and helps with your nutri-
tion. It’s a great way to better 
yourself, and to discipline 
yourself.”

Continued from cover

WEIGHTS

ded snow and ice tires, Bailey 
makes the hour drive from 
Tallinn to Tapa Military 
Base almost daily to check 
the progress of his projects. 
He wouldn’t be able to do this 
job remotely, Gresh said.

In December, Bailey took 
part in a bilateral ceremony 
marking the completion of 27 
European Reassurance Ini-
tiative projects at Tapa de-
signed to support training 
and readiness of NATO, U.S., 
and Estonian forces. Now that 
most of the district’s work at 
Tapa is complete, he’s shift-
ing focus to manage military 
construction projects for the 
Air Force at Amari Air Base. 
There, he will oversee con-
tractors building a new dor-
mitory, squadron operations 
building, and a hazardous 
cargo loading pad and main-
tenance hangers.

Despite the heavy work-
load, Bailey said he enjoys 
work and life in Estonia be-
cause there’s an element of 
adventure.

“It’s a foreign country, so 
lots of things are new, but it’s 
also convenient that many 
people speak English,” he 
said.

In 2013, Bailey was work-
ing stateside for the Corps’ 
Savannah District and hap-
pened upon a Europe District 
job announcement for a proj-
ect engineer position in Ro-
mania.

“I was looking to take on 
more responsibility, so I ap-
plied,” Bailey said.

At the time, the district 
was recruiting a team to 
manage construction of a 
$134 million land-based Ae-
gis Ashore ballistic missile 
defense complex in Deveselu, 
Romania. Tony Jettinghoff, 
the former resident engi-
neer and selecting offi cial for 
the position, said one name 
caught his attention for the 
project engineer job: Chris 
Bailey.

“He was a relatively new 
USACE employee with per-
tinent experience on mili-
tary construction projects at 
Forts Benning and Stewart, 
Georgia,” Jettinghoff said.

“Through his southern 
drawl, Chris conveyed a posi-
tive attitude with an eager-
ness to learn, but I sensed 
some trepidation because he 
had never been outside of the 
U.S.,” he said. “I had to con-
vince Chris that the missile 
defense project was a tremen-
dous opportunity. After doing 
some research, and sorting 
out the logistics of getting a 

passport, Chris accepted the 
position and began an adven-
ture that would profoundly 
impact his personal life and 
professional future.”

Bailey acclimated quickly 
to his new surroundings in 
Deveselu and established 
strong relationships with his 
team, according to Rob El-
dered, the district’s senior 
project manager in Romania.

“The overseas setting al-
lowed Chris to build on his 
willingness to take initiative 
and responsibility,” Eldered 
said. “He learned to count on 
himself and his colleagues to 
successfully address issues 
and solve problems in the 
unique construction envi-
ronment of Romania.”

He was recruited through 
the Army intern program to 
work for Savannah District. 
Bailey was still fairly new 
to the Corps when he was 
assigned to manage the in-
fantry platoon battle course 
at Fort Stewart for Richard 
Mock, the Savanah District 
Claims Section chief and Bai-
ley’s former supervisor.

“Chris became the expert 
on a project riddled with is-
sues, and I trusted in his abil-
ity to bring it to successful 
completion. He had a level-
headedness that allowed him 
to resolve issues while main-
taining positive working re-
lationships,” Mock said. “He 
certainly earned the respect 
of his peers and supervisors.”

Five years and three jobs 
later, Bailey continues to learn 
and grow professionally. He’s 
gaining immeasurable experi-
ence as a one-man offi ce in Es-
tonia, Mock added.

“A project engineer work-
ing solo in the fi eld must 
work through both the mun-
dane day-to-day tasks, as 
well as the highly technical 
tasks by himself,” he said. “It 
requires sound contract ad-
ministration knowledge as 
well as technical ability.

Bailey’s technical com-
petence is matched by his 
willingness to go above and 
beyond to meet the needs of 
partners and stakeholders, 
said Army Col. Matthew Ty-
ler, USACE Europe District 
commander.

“I wish I could fi ll every 
district offi ce with a clone 
of Chris. He’s an emerging 
leader,” Tyler said. “Chris 
thrives when given complex 
and challenging work, and 
[he’s] an infl uential infor-
mal leader who others look to 
for guidance and assistance. 
He’s involved with activities 
outside of work that promote 
greater esprit de corps and 
support the larger commu-
nity wherever he is.”

Continued from cover
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By Caroline Spivack

The Muslim ban meets a Muslim 
band!

A vibrant musical opening next 
week will give a singing, dancing spot-
light to a young Muslim refugee, who 
flees Somalia’s civil war and takes an epic 
journey along the lush east coast of Africa 
to Cape Town and ultimately to the United 
States. “A Man of Good Hope,” opening 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music on 
Feb. 15, is a story riddled with loss and 
violence, but it is an uplifting testament 
to the human spirit that stands in defiance 
of exclusionary politics, said one of the 
show’s producers. 

“It’s such a hopeful story,” said Joseph 
Melillo. “And given the backdrop of what’s 

going on now with our government, it 
shows how people of a different race, of 
a different religion can give us a different 
understanding of happiness.”

Somalia is one of the seven Muslim-
majority countries included in President 
Trump’s recent immigration ban, which 
gives the production additional resonance, 
said Melillo. 

“It’s taken on a different kind of impor-
tance than I anticipated,” said Melillo. 
“When I scheduled this Obama was still 
president. Now it certainly has signifi-
cance on a variety of levels.”

The musical, based on the book by 
Jonny Steinberg, follows the true story of 
Asad Abdullahi, who starts the show as 
an 8-year-old refugee caught up in a civil 

war. Abdullahi flees from one village to 
the next in pursuit of a better life, with four 
actors playing the role as he evolves into a 
bright teen, a budding entrepreneur, and a 
man scarred by his war-torn experiences. 

His journey, which starts in Somalia 
and snakes down Africa’s east coast, is 
filled with a colorful cast of characters, as 
well as music that blends different African 
rhythms on the marimba — a mallet-struck 
wooden xylophone. The beats capture the 
vibe of the countries that Abdullahi travels 
through, said Melillo.

“The music drives the story. It creates 
that beautiful musical sound that we asso-
ciate with South Africa,” he said. “The 
story is a great celebration of humanity 
and it’s all done through music and danc-

ing and singing. It’s just a rich mix.”
The production uses simple, abstract 

staging to render its different locations, 
using free-standing, closed doors to repre-
sent country borders, and performers hold-
ing up tires and a steering wheel to create a 
truck. The show is unlike anything else in 
the borough, said Melillo.

“It’s about an exuberant story about 
hope — showing that it’s not just a theory, 
it’s a fact,” he said. “We knew we had to 
bring this to Brooklyn. There’s nothing 
like this in New York City today.”

“A Man of Good Hope” at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House [651 Fulton St. 
between Rockwell and Ashland places in 
Fort Greene, www.bam.org]. Feb. 15–18 at 
7:30 pm, Feb. 19 at 3 pm. $24–$80. 

Musical follows a Somali refugee’s journey

Hope & borders
Keep on truckin’: Actors use props to create a vehicle in the musical “A Man of 
Good Hope,” opening Feb. 15 at the Brooklyn Academy of Music.  Keith Pattison
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By Julianne Cuba

Cupid is as Cupid does.
Valentine’s Day is fast 

approaching, and you’ll want to 
have a plan for the most romantic day 
of the year, whether you spend it with 
your someone special or all by yourself. 
Either way, we’ve got you covered with 
the hottest events around the borough.

Classic date night 
Nothing screams romance more 

than the 1972 cult classic “Harold 
and Maude,” about a suicidal young 
man and his blossoming friendship 
a 79-year-old woman. So have a pre-
Valentine’s date at Videology, where 
you can enjoy the romantic comedy 
along with a glass of prosecco and a 
chocolate-covered strawberry. 

Videology [308 Bedford Ave. at 
S. First Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468, www.videology.info] Feb. 
12 at 6 pm and 8 pm. $25. 

Kids’ stuff
Feeling down in the dumps about 

love this year? Get the hottest tips on 
love and romance from two experts: 
6-year-old Dr. Bubbles (Holly Marjorie 
Bubbles Hook) and 7-year-old Dr. 
Lopez (Ximena Garcia Lopez), who 
will be at Pete’s Candy Store on Feb. 
14 to offer their combined 13 years 
of expertise in the field. According to 
Dr. Bubbles, romance is not nearly as 
complicated as people make it. 

“Love is fun and good,” said Dr. 
Bubbles. “People should try and love 
each other as much as they can.”

Dr. Lopez and Dr. Bubbles on Love! 
at Pete’s Candy Store [709 Lorimer St. 
between Richardson and Frost streets 
in Williamsburg, www.petescandys-
tore.com]. Feb. 14 at 7 pm. Free. 

Red rooms
Put on something red and sexy and 

head to Bushwick’s House of Yes for 
a kinky dinner and dance during the 
most romantic night of the year. The 
pre-dance dinner includes an “erotic 
fairy-tale themed three-course meal,” 

with wine, live music, and saucy aerial 
performers. After dinner, you and your 
partner can explore the venue’s bond-
age kink space, the rooftop hot tub, and 
get tantric massages. And whether your 
are single, in a two-some, a threesome, 
or come with a whole posse, you can 
join the costume-mandatory “Story of 
Red” dance party starting at 10 pm. 

Valentine’s Day: The Story of Red 
at House of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Jefferson Street in Bushwick, www.
houseofyes.org) Feb. 14. Dinner at 7 
pm, dance party 10 pm–4 am. $40–
$300. 

Book of love
Smart is sexy, so literature lovers 

should head to the Brooklyn Historical 
Society, which joins the Franklin Park 
Reading Series for a discussion of writ-
ing and romance with two of the city’s 
hottest book-nerd couples: Brooklyn 
authors Isaac Fitzgerald and Alice Sola 
Kim, and writers Brendan Kiely and 
Jessie Chaffee. 

Literary Couples: A Valentine’s Day 
Reading and Discussion at Brooklyn 

Historical Society (128 Pierrepont St. 
between Henry and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.brooklynhis-
tory.org). Feb. 14 at 7 pm. Free.

Eat your heart out
The best Valentine’s Day present is 

chocolate, chocolate, and more choco-
late —  with some cheesecake on the 
side! So reserve the most romantic 
night of the year for Junior’s Restaurant 
— the Brooklyn institution will offer 
special heart-shaped cheesecakes on 
Feb. 14, along with Valentine’s Day 
cupcakes and layer cakes.

Junior’s sweetheart-shaped 
cheesecakes at Junior’s Restaurant 
[386 Flatbush Ave. at Dekalb Avenue 
Downtown, www.juniorscheesecake.
com]. Feb. 14, 6:30 am–midnight. 

Love and marriage
What better time to get hitched 

than Valentine’s Day? Head to Coney 
Island to recite your vows, officiated 
by unofficial mayor of Coney Island 
Dick Zigun! The $100 ceremony on 
the sideshow stage will be followed by 
a freaky reception show. Princess Pat 
Muko’s “Seventh Annual Valentine’s 
Day for Lovers and Losers: An Exotic 
Burlesque, Sideshow, Freakshow” will 
feature a short play with colorful and 
exotic costumes and a series of sexy 
and death-defying acts. And if you 
come alone, there’s still time to find 
love at the Freak Bar! 

Valentine Day for Lovers and 
Losers: An Exotic Burlesque, 
Sideshow, Freakshow at Sideshows 
by the Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. at 
W. 12th Street in Coney Island, www.
coneyisland.com]. Feb. 14 at 9 pm. $20 
($15 in advance). $100 weddings (con-
tact dzigun@coneyisland.com). 

By Alexandra Simon

She’s letting the rat out 
of the bag.

A formerly home-
less social worker will reveal 
hilarious and horrifying 
stories from her life on the 
streets of New York City, in 
“The Rodent Monologues” 
at Jack Theatre on Feb. 18, 
as part of the week-long 
“Organ Recital” storytell-
ing festival. Her collection 
of alternately funny and 
gritty stories will explore 
her run-ins with police, 
experience with substance 
abuse, and her collection of 
exotic pets.

“These are all the things 
that happened throughout 
my life, the good and bad 
— some are very funny and 
sad,” said Jay Toole. “It’s 
part of my life story — the 
alcoholism, drug addictions, 
arrests, the beatings, and all 
the rodents in my life — 
monkeys, rats, alligators. I 
had quite a bit of things 
going on.”

Not all of those creatures 
are technically rodents, 
but Toole says they are all 
actual animals she kept 
while living on the streets. 
Audiences love to hear about 
the strange bald creature she 
discovered while living in 
Manhattan, she said.

“I was living in a box 
and I found this thing that 
had no hair,” said Toole.  
“And I said ‘It’s either a rat 
or a squirrel,’ and it ended 
up being a squirrel.”

Alas, her squirrelly 
friend did not stay with her 
for long, she said. 

“I think he just grew up, 
went and started his own 
family, and said ‘I’m going 
out on my own and collect 

my own nuts.’ ” 
Toole, a self-proclaimed 

butch lesbian, was kicked 
out of her home at age 13. 
She remained mostly on the 
streets from the 1960s until 
the late ’90s, and her stories 
provide a detailed glimpse 
into the troubles faced by 
queer and homeless youth 
then and now.

“There were a lot of 
homeless queer youth in my 
day, and just like today that 
hasn’t changed — there’s 
queer youth on streets and 
those numbers are as huge 
as now,” said Toole. “I don’t 
think it’s really changed that 
much — I really don’t.”

Her most harrow-
ing stories involve abuse 
from police and other law 
enforcement, and she some-
times finds them difficult 
to discuss. But she believes 
that telling her truth is a 
necessary mental exercise, 
and it forces audiences to 
reflect on how they view the 
homeless.

“I tell the stories because 
I think it helps me, but I 
want people to know the 
history of queers, and how 
hard it is on the streets,” 
said Toole. “Don’t just 
walk past homeless people 
without recognizing that 
we’re all very close to it. 
And for whatever reasons 
they live on street, they’re 
still human beings. Walk 
by and nod your head in 
acknowledgement that ‘I do 
see you.’ ”

“The Rodent 
Monologues” at Jack 
Theatre [505 Waverly Ave. 
between Atlantic Avenue 
and Fulton Street in Clinton 
Hill, www.jackny.org]. Feb. 
18 at 9:30 pm. $20.

LOVELY NIGHT

Love is love: Six-year-old Dr. Bubbles (Holly Marjorie Bubbles Hook) and 7-year-old 
Dr. Lopez (Ximena Garcia Lopez) will offer their love advice at Pete’s Candy Store on 
Valentine’s Day.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Word on the street: Queer social worker Jay Toole will present 
series of stories about being homeless on the streets of New York, 
at Jack Theatre on Feb. 18. Syd London Photography

Rat tales
‘The Rodent Monologues’ 
shares story of the streets

Brooklyn’s best Valentine’s events

Sexy in red: Bushwick’s House of Yes will host a Valentine’s Day dinner with aerielists overhead, 
followd by the “Story of Red” dance party, where red costumes are mandatory. Sasha Charoensub
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, FEB 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MIAMI HEAT: 
$45–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, FEB 11
SPORTS, ULTIMATE 

FIGHTING CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: $57–$457. 
6:15 pm.

SUN, FEB 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. COLO-
RADO AVALANCHE: 
$15–$700. 6 pm.

MON, FEB 13
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES: $25–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, FEB 15
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MILWAUKEE 
BUCKS: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

THU, FEB 16
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $65–
$335. 7 pm.

SUN, FEB 19
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NEW 
JERSEY DEVILS: $15–
$275. 6 pm.

THU, FEB 23
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAI-
LEY CIRUCS PRES-
ENTS “OUT OF THIS 
WORLD”: $15–$182. 
7 pm.

FRI, FEB 24
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAI-
LEY CIRUCS PRES-
ENTS “OUT OF THIS 
WORLD”: $15–$182. 11 
am, 3 pm and 7 pm. 

SAT, FEB 25
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAI-
LEY CIRCUS PRES-
ENTS “OUT OF THIS 
WORLD”: $15–$182. 11 
am, 3 pm and 7 pm.

SUN, FEB 26
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAI-
LEY CIRCUS PRES-
ENTS “OUT OF THIS 
WORLD”: $15–$182. 11 
am, 3 pm and 7 pm.

TUE, FEB 28
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAI-
LEY CIRCUS PRES-
ENTS “OUT OF THIS 
WORLD”: $15–$182. 
7 pm.

WED, MARCH 1
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAI-
LEY CIRCUS PRES-
ENTS “OUT OF THIS 
WORLD”: $15–$182. 
7 pm.

THU, MARCH 2
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAI-
LEY CIRCUS PRES-
ENTS “OUT OF THIS 
WORLD”: $15–$182. 
10:30 am and 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 3
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAI-
LEY CIRCUS PRES-
ENTS “OUT OF THIS 
WORLD”: $15–$182. 
7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 4
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
Keith Thurman vs. 
Danny Garcia. $57–$757. 
Time tba.

TUE, MARCH 7
SPORTS, 2017 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $48. 
Noon. 

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

in fun science experi-
ments and games to learn 
about the wonders of 
nature. Experiments will 
be enjoyable for all ages 
and all equipment will 
be provided. Free. 1 pm. 
Salt Marsh Nature Center 
[3302 Avenue U at E. 33rd 
Street in Marine Park, (718) 
421–2021]. 

ART, ART IN THE BAR: Grab 
a drink in one hand and a 
paintbrush in the other for 
these weekly art classes in 
the heated outdoor tent. 
$35–$45. 2 pm. Syca-
more [1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

DANISH MARDI GRAS: 
Come celebrate Fastelavn! 
Dress in costume, decorate 
spring branches, hit the 
barrel, eat special cream 
buns for dessert, and 
be part of this wonder-
ful tradition. $38 (kids 12 
or younger free). 2–6 pm. 
Danish Athletic Club [741 
65th St. between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–5950]. 

FAMILY, TREEHOUSE SHAK-
ERS: An interactive chil-
dren’s show follows the 
exploits of Coyote, the 
trickster character from 
Native American. For ages 
four and older. $15. 2 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–
1624], www.kumblethe-
ater.org 

FUND-RAISER, CHILDREN’S 
CHORAL AND ARTS FES-
TIVAL OF PEACE: Diverse 
children’s music and arts 
organizations come to-
gether for an interactive 
concert, an exhibit of art 
created by children, face-
painting, refreshments, 
and more. Funds raised will 
support Coalition for the 
Homeless. Free. 3 pm. Lu-
theran Church of the Good 
Shepherd [7420 Fourth 
Ave. at 75th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 745–8520], 
www.childrenschorusof-
bayridge.org. 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT: An 
evening of family trivia 
games, featuring prizes, 
hors d’oeuvres, Tu B’Shvat 
celebration, and a Havda-
lah ceremony. $20 per 
family. 7 pm. Shorefront Y 
[3300 Coney Island Ave. at 
Brightwater Court in Brigh-
ton Beach, (718) 305–1144 
ext. 334], shorefronty.org. 

SUN, FEB. 12
MUSIC, THE METRO CHAM-

BER ORCHESTRA: A col-
lection of classical and 
modern works. $30. 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

MUSIC, “FOR JOHN CAGE”: 
Joseph Houston and Aisha 
Orazbayeva perform the 
almost-silent 75-minute 
piece. $20. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

THEATER, “YOUR LOVE, 
OUR MUSICAL” VALEN-
TINE’S DAY SHOW: Two 
musical improvisers create 

FRI, FEB. 10
MUSIC, LUNAR NEW YEAR 

CELEBRATION: Chinese 
Theatre Works celebrates 
the Year of the Rooster 
with a puppet show and 
traditional Chinese fash-
ion show. Conducted in 
both English and Mandarin 
Chinese. Sponsored by 
Apple Bank. Free. 3 pm. 
Dyker Public Library [8202 
13th Ave. between 82nd 
and 83rd streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 748–6261], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

ART, TEEN NIGHT: Planned 
by teens for teens, this free 
evening at the Museum 
is fi lled with art, friends, 
food, and fun. Free. 5 pm 
to 7:30 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

FILM, “THE SUPREME 
PRICE”: This 2014 docu-
mentary examines the 
pro-democracy movement 
in Nigeria and efforts to 
increase the participation 
of women as leaders. Free. 
6:30–9 pm. First Unitar-
ian Chapel [116 Pierre-
pont St. between Clinton 
Street and Monroe Place 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
624–5466], www.fuub.org.  

FILM, “HEALING AND 
SELF-PRESERVATION AS 
RESISTANCE”: A fi lm and 
video performance, part of 
a month-long event series 
about healing in the Af-
rican Diasporic commu-
nity. Free. 7–9 pm. Pratt 
Institute’s Film and Video 
Center (550 Myrtle Ave at 
Emerson Place in Clinton 
Hill), www.pratt.edu. 

MUSIC, “ELLA!”: Vocalist 
Thana AlexaIt and the Is-
raeli 12th Night Jazz Quar-
tet celebrate the music 
of Ella Fitzgerald at this 
cabaret show inside the 
Kingsborough Lighthouse. 
$40. 7 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

MUSIC, “THE COMPOSER 
AS CONFESSOR”: The 
PhiloSonia orchestra takes 
the audience on a journey 
through the struggles and 
triumphs of different com-
posers. $10–$20. 7:30 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY 
TODD”: Experience Ste-
phen Sondheim’s infamous 
tale of a demon barber out 
for revenge in an intimate, 
gothic setting! $40 ($30 se-
niors and students). 8 pm. 
The McKinney Chapel at 
First Unitarian Society (116 
Pierrepont St. between 
Clinton Street and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.theater2020.com. 

DANCE, BAX UPSTART 
FESTIVAL: A festival of 
Brooklyn’s freshest talent, 
with intriguing works of 
dance, theatre, perfor-
mances pieces, and more. 
$16. 8 pm. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. 
at Eighth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–0018], 
www.bax.org. 

THEATER, “HAIR”: The 
Heights Players present 
the rocking musical about 
hippies in the shadow of 
the Vietnam War. $25. 8 
pm. Heights Players [26 
Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237–2752], www.height-
splayers.org. 

THEATER, “THE PAPER 
DANCE”: A new work 
of dance, theater, and 
fi lm that follows a young 
woman as she evolves to-
wards self-actualization. 
$20. 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

MUSIC, LOVE BITES POWER 
BALLAD SING-A-LONG: 
Sing along to a heartbreak-
ing collection of pro- and 
anti-love power ballads. 
$10. 9:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.  

SAT, FEB. 11
THEATER, “PUSS IN 

BOOTS”: The classic tale 
of a well-dressed kitty is 
adapted for the marionette 
stage. $10 ($8 kids). 12:30 
pm and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

THEATER, “MARRY ME A 
LITTLE”: Stephen Sond-
heim’s charming and 
bittersweet musical fol-
lowing two urban singles 
live through a Saturday 
night of deep yearning and 
sweet fantasies while never 
leaving their solitary New 
York City apartments. $25. 
2 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “YOU’RE A 
GOOD MAN, CHARLIE 
BROWN”: The Peanuts 
Gang entertain kids young 
and old with song and 

stories. $20. 2 pm. Gal-
lery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], www.gal-
leryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, TIM GRIMM AND 
THE FAMILY BAND: $10. 4 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195], theoldstonehouse.
org. 

MUSIC, PATTI LABELLE: 
Tickets start at $105. 8 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

MUSIC, THE CHRIS BERG-
SON BAND: The blues 
band plays a benefi t for 
the Camp Brooklyn Fund, 
which helps low-income 
kids attend summer camp. 
$25 ($10 teens, kids free). 
8 pm. East Midwood Jew-
ish Center (1625 Ocean 
Ave. between Avenues K 
and L in Midwood), www.
emjc.org. 

DANCE, BAX UPSTART FES-
TIVAL: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 10. 

THEATER, “HAIR”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 10. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY 
TODD”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 10. 

MUSIC, LOREN CONNORS, 
ISOBEL SOLLENBERGER, 
STEVE DALACHINSKY: 
An evening of guitar, fl ute 
and poetry. $15 ($12 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Issue Project 
Room [22 Boerum Pl. at 
Livingston Street in Down-
town, (718) 330–0313], is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

MUSIC, AN EVENING OF 
JAZZ AND POETRY: One 
Breath Rising presents 
drummer Reggie NIchol-
son and poet Gary John-
ston. $15. 8 pm. South Ox-
ford Space [138 S. Oxford 
St. between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 532–4704], 
www.onebreathrising.org. 

FAMILY, SCIENCE DISCOV-
ERY WORKSHOP: Engage Continued on page 39

What the puck?: Hometown heroes the New York Islanders will 
try to snatch the puck from the New York Rangers, their hated 
rivals from the distant island of Manhattan, during the game 
on Feb. 16. Associated Press / Kathy Willens

The stars are out: When the New York Sword Dancing Festival 
comes to the Park Slope library on Feb. 18, a team of dancers 
will demonstrate their skill at weaving flexible swords into a 
six-pointed star. Jeff Bary
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Word Bookstore’s pick: “Upstream” 
by Mary Oliver

This collection of essays from 
poet Mary Oliver ranges wildly in 
its topics, covering her childhood 
roaming among great black oaks, 
the literature of Edgar Allen 
Poe, and the mystical sagacity 
of bears. “Upstream” is a gor-
geous meditation on life, the 
wild, and the essential work 
of the poet, and her title essay 
ends with a challenge — a 
plea — that seems all the 
more relevant in our current political 
landscape: “Give [the children] the fields and the woods 
and the possibility of the world salvaged from the lords 
of profit.”

— Dan LoPreto, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Wise Men” by Walter Isaacson 
and Evan Thomas

As we anxiously watch the world 
being remade in Washington, it 
may be prudent to reflect on 
a previous turn of the circle. 
“The Wise Men: Six Friends 
and the World They Made” is 
the story of the six men who, 
in the wake of World War II, 
were primarily responsible for 
the post-war order, the Cold 
War, and in many respects the 
Pax Americana that may be coming apart. 
Thoroughly researched and expertly written by Isaacson 
and Thomas, this is an ambitious and extraordinary 
six-in-one biography and exploration of the ethos of a 
bygone type of American statesman.

— Nick Trotta, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: “Lincoln 
in the Bardo” by George Saunders

“Lincoln in the Bardo” is 
George Saunders’s first foray into 
the novel, and what a strange 
trip it is. As the Civil War rages, 
Abraham Lincoln sits in a 
graveyard mourning the death 
of his son Willie, whose soul 
is stuck in a space between life 
and death: the Bardo, which 
is peopled by a cast of mis-
fits of all classes and col-
ors and manners of demise, 
crammed together in an afterlife of 
chatter, arguments, petty disputes, and lost loves. This 
chorus of the dead is a reminder that the weird and 
strange and foreign have deep, foundational roots in our 
national psyche, and it’s best we remember that.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Lauren Gill

He’s no longer playing the 
Blue’s.

The former host of hit 
kids’ show “Blue’s Clues” will rock 
Brooklyn Bowl later this month to 
launch the psychedelic children’s 
album he created with a member of the 
Flaming Lips. The album release party 
for “Foreverywhere” on Feb. 26 will 
truly be a show for all ages, said the 
beloved icon of ’90s kids. 

“It’s definitely an album for chil-
dren. It’s also an album for adults. 
It’s maybe either, but decidedly both,” 
said Williamsburger Steve Burns, who 
hosted the popular Nickelodeon show 
with animated puppy Blue for seven 
years before calling it quits in 2001. 

Steve Burns teamed up with 
Flaming Lips multi-instrumental-
ist Steven Drozd to form the band 
“StevenSteven,” and together they 
wrote the whimsical album over the 
course of six years. The two drew 
inspiration from an eclectic range of 
sources, said Burns, including Dr. 
Seuss, Queen, Neil Diamond, David 
Bowie, and Mr. Rogers.

The record opens with a trilogy 
of songs about a unicorn who falls in 
love with a guitar-shredding cosmic 
princess. Its lead single “Unicorn and 
Princess Rainbow” has a video that 
features Burns wearing a unicorn horn, 
while rainbows, hearts, and a glowing 
Drozd float in the background. 

Burns may be best known for 
singing the  world’s happiest song 

about receiving mail , but his lyrics in 
“Foreverywhere” have a much more 
melancholy vibe. 

“We wanted to include a lot of emo-
tions that aren’t typically in children’s 
music, like a sense of quest, yearning, 
and loss,” he said. “In all children’s 
music I think that’s the best of all the 
stuff out there. The Charlie Brown 
Christmas music and “Puff the Magic 
Dragon” is an incredibly sad song.”

The Brooklyn Bowl show will be 
the first time the duo have played 
the album before a live audience, but 
Burns said he has already gotten the 
tick of approval from plenty of fledg-

ling rock critics.
“All of our friends’ kids have heard 

the songs ad nauseam, at this point 
the response has been wonderful,” he 
said.

Still, he says he will be sweating 
bullets on the night of the show, since 
kids can be the toughest crowd.

“I’m sure I’ll be very, very nervous. 
Children in my experience are a very 
difficult audience — they know right 
away, they smell your fear,” he said. 

StevenSteven at Brooklyn Bowl 
(61 Wythe Ave. at N. 12th St. in 
Williamsburg, www.brooklynbowl.
com). Feb. 26 at 1 pm. $15. 

By Caroline Spivack

The Ridge is crawling with cul-
ture this weekend! 

A showcase of upcoming 
musicians and artists, plenty of rock 
’n’ roll, and a “Walking Dead” view-
ing party await you in Bay Ridge. 

Saturday evening, head off the 
beaten path with a wander to Hall of 
Fame Billiards (505 Ovington Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth Avenues), 
where arts group SoulBrooklyn will 
hold its Ridge Underground Music and 
Art showcase. The event highlights 
up-and-coming artists, and tonight’s 
line-up includes pop singer and song-
writer Kacey Velazquez, painter and 
sculptor Jessica Karpishin, and indie 
guitarist Rain Johannes, all presenting 
their work with the smoky pool hall as 
a mood-setting backdrop. It kicks off 
at 7 pm, and admission is $10.

Then night creatures have a couple 
of options for the rest of Saturday, all 
of them starting at 10 pm: You can fly 

over to Three Jolly Pigeons (6802 
Third Ave. between 68th Street and 
Bay Ridge Avenue) for rock ’n’ roll 
power trio Full Disclosure, who will 
bring the house down with a mix of 
classic rock riffs and today’s party 
hits. Or march out to Schnitzel Haus 

(7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 
74th streets) where soulful blues rock 
group the Haggard Kings will have 
you crying into your German beer 
once that pedal steel guitar starts up. 
But if throwback is what thrills you, 
then you should moonwalk over to 
No Quarter Tavern (8015 Fifth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st streets) for the 
’80s and ’90s Affair dance party — 
old school duds encouraged!

On Sunday night, capture the zom-
bie aficionados amongst your crew 
(every group has at least one) and 
drag them to the Bean Post Pub 
(7525 Fifth Ave. at 76th Street) for 
the mid-season premiere party of the 
“The Walking Dead.” You can gossip 
about the latest character killer with 
like-minded locals, make a gory mess 
out of buffalo wings, and you won’t 
have to clean up after the she show. 
Shamble into the pub around 9 pm for 
the show, and you will likely stumble 
out after midnight.

‘Walking’ and rockin’ in the Ridge

NOW CLUE-LESS
‘Blue’s Clues’ host has rock album

Out of this world: Steve Burns will play his cosmic kids’ songs alongside The Flaming 
Lips’ Steven Drozd at Brooklyn Bowl on Feb. 26. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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a musical based on the 
love story of a couple in 
the audience. $15. 8 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

TALK, SUPERSTORM SANDY 
SUPPORT GROUP: Find 
resources to help you re-
cover from Superstorm 
Sandy. Free. 2 pm. Shore-
front Y [3300 Coney Island 
Ave. at Brightwater Court 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 
646–1444 ext. 356], www.
shoreferonty.org. 

MON, FEB. 13
TALK, NEW YORKERS FOR 

PARKS: The Park group 
introduces its new director 
and asks for ideas on how 
to improve city parks. Free. 
6 pm. St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489–5200], www.sfc.edu. 

READING, ELLEN UMAN-
SKY: The author reads 
from her novel “The For-
tunate Ones,” about two 
very different women 
separated by generations 
but struggling with similar 
demons. Free. 7–9 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

TALK, OPERATION EN-
TEBBE 40 YEARS: Elite 
Israel Defense Force Com-
mander Sassy Reuven 
gives his fi rst-hand account 
of Israel’s historic hostage 
rescue in Uganda in 1976. 
$20. 7:30 pm. Kneses Israel 
Synagogue [3801 Nautilus 
Ave. at Sea Gate Avenue 
in Sea Gate, 7187911288], 
chabadbytheocean.com. 

MUSIC, AMERICAN CON-
TEMPORARY MUSIC 
ENSEMBLE: $20. 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
READING SERIES: Hugo-
winning science fi ction 
author N.K. Jemisin reads 
with novelists Kaitlyn 
Greenridge, Marcy Der-
mansky, and Jonathan Lee 
and poet Tony Iantosca. 
Free. 8 pm. Franklin Park 
(618 St. Johns Pl. between 
Classon and Franklin av-
enues. in Crown Heights), 
franklinparkbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, FEB. 14
MUSIC, THE SMITHS AND 

MORRISSEY TRIBUTE 
SHOW: Smiths cover 
band The Sons and Heirs 
performs. $18 ($15 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

JUKEBOX BINGO: A com-
bination of bingo and 
music trivia, with a little bit 
of karaoke. Winners get 

free tickets to shows and 
events. Free. 8 pm. Henri’s 
Backyard (256 Fourth 
Ave. between President 
and Carroll streets in Park 
Slope). 

WED, FEB. 15
THEATER, “RHYTHM STO-

RIES”: The story of a 
young black girl who mysti-
cally discovers the beauty 
of her heritage through 
music and dance. $10. 10 
am and noon. Kumble The-
ater at Long Island Univer-
sity [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488–1624], www.
brooklyn.liu.edu/kumble-
theater. 

TALK, UNDERSTANDING 
DEMENTIA FOR CARE-
GIVERS: Leading experts 
in Alzheimer’s and demen-
tia care provide helpful 
information about the dis-
ease and introduce care-
givers to the resources and 
services. RSVP required. 
Free. 1 pm. Heights and 
Hills [57 Willoughby St. at 
Lawrence Street in Down-
town, (646) 744–2900], 
www.caringkindnyc.org. 

TALK, GEORGE SAUNDERS: 
The author discusses his 
novel, “Lincoln in the 
Bardo.” $35. 7 pm. Con-
gregation Beth Elohim 
[Eighth Ave. and Garfi eld 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
768–384], www.congrega-
tionbethelohim.org. 

THEATER, “ESCAPED 
ALONE”: In this comically 
black look at catastrophe, 
four women chat in a sunny 
backyard, while being 
interrupted by reports of 
bizarre disasters. Tickets 
start at $30. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

DANCE, NEW MOVEMENT 
SERIES: A four-day festival 
of artists presenting exper-
imental work in dance and 
choreography. $20. 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

THURS, FEB. 16
TALK, “THY SWEETEST 

NECTAR”: An examination 
of the 19th century love 
letters of Jane Schenk and 
Ralph Malbone, who wrote 
to each in secret for more 
than fi ve years. $20. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

TALK, AFFORDABLE HOUS-
ING INFORMATION SES-
SION: Learn how to get 
a place at 38 Sixth Ave. 
RSVP to 38sixthavenue@
mutualhousingny.org. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Pfi zer Au-
ditorium at NYU School of 
Engineering [5 Metrotech 
Center between Jay Street 
and Flatbush Avenue in 

Downtown, (718) 246–
8080 x245], 38sixth.com. 

COMEDY, THE RANGER 
ZONE: A monthly comedy 
and poetry variety show 
Hosted by the Ranger 
twins. Free. 7 pm. Branded 
Saloon [603 Vanderbilt 
Ave. at Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
484–8704], www.branded-
saloon.com. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: A night 
of comedians in character 
performing hilarious read-
ings, often sophisticated 
and satirical, and some-
times with wigs. Hosted by 
Colin O’Brien and Michael 
Wolf. $10 ($8 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], unionhallny.com. 

ART, MARIO DE VEGA AND 
CECILIA LOPEZ: The two 
sound artists each cre-
ate an installation at Issue 
Project Room. $15. 8 pm. 
Issue Project Room [22 
Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

FRI, FEB. 17
READING, “POEMS ABOUT 

MY RIGHTS (WE WILL 
NOT GO SILENTLY)”: A 
spoken word and poetry 
event presented by Wil-
low Arts Alliance. 6–8 
pm. Leisure Life NYC [559 
Myrtle Ave at Emerson 
Place in Clinton Hill, (347) 
725–3167], www.leisure-
lifenyc.com. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF BLACK MILITARY 
WOMEN: The group’s 
newly formed Brooklyn 
Chapter welcomes new 
members to its meeting. 
Free. 6:30 pm. (665 Wil-
loughby Ave. between 
Throop Avenue and Mar-
cus Garvey Boulevard in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant). 

SAT, FEB. 18
DANCE, SWORD DANCE 

FESTIVAL AT PARK SLOPE 
LIBRARY: Family-friendly 
free performances of 
traditional English sword 
dancing, performed to live 
music. Free. 1 pm. Park 
Slope Library (431 Sixth 
Ave. at Ninth Street in Park 
Slope), www.halfmoon-
sword.org. 

MUSIC, THE SHIVERS, MAX 
JURY, ASHNI AND BEN 
TALMI: $15. 7 pm. Music 
Hall of Williamsburg [66 N. 
Sixth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com. 

MUSIC, DAVE CLIVE’S NAW-
LINS FUNK BAND: The 
Sheepshead Bay Band will 
play New Orleans party 
music and toss free beads 
to the crowd. Free. 8 pm–
midnight. Legends Bar and 
Grill (2128 Flatbush Ave. 
at Quentin Road in Marine 
Park). 

THEATER, “HAIR”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 10. 

MUSIC, MOON HOOCH, 
HONEYCOMB: $17 ($15 in 
advance). 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

Continued from page 37 

“POWERFUL, HUMOROUS, AND HIGHLY CONTEMPORARY.”
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GRIPPING ENTERTAINMENT!
Playwright Jason Odell Williams
is a postmodern Clifford Odets.

SIMPLY SUPERB.
��������	��������

“

”

Top Ten 2016
L.A. Theatre Productions

New World Stages, 340 W 50th St (btwn 8th & 9th Aves.
Telecharge.com  212-239-6200  -  ChurchAndStateThePlay.com

Tradition is a funny thing...

A New Comedy
Written by & Starring

Directed by

Mark Waldrop 

Monica Piper

“GO SEE THIS SHOW.” 
�������	
�����

A NA New ew 
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DirDirecec

Mark Mark WW

MonicMonic

TELECHARGE.COM • 212.239.6200 • NEW WORLD STAGES 340 W. 50th St.
NotThatJewish.com 
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� ������i�� 
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NOT THAT JEWISH is 90 lightning fast 
minutes of funny, moving, intimate and 
inspirational theater.

Photo by Patrick Conde
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500+ miles. 7 days.
to end cancer
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EmpireStateRide.com

JULY 30 - AUGUST 5, 2017
NYC TO NIAGARA FALLS
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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All New 2016 Vehicles Priced At Leftover
Pricing And Will Get 1st Priority In Our Service Dept!

IN BROOKLYN

LESS!We Lease
for Much Much

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$13956, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $2376/$10791, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS:

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

2.3L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,740 VIN#1FH5227958 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17. 

ESCAPE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

EXPLORER 4WD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $33,690. VIN#HGB75388. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,840 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17. 

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,405, 
VIN#3FHR211158. Due at inception $5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees add’l. Inc $2,250 
Ford Factory Rebate & $500 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

$99
†

PER MO/ 24 MOS LEASE

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

6 Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, 100A  Package, and Much More! MSRP 
$21,455. VIN#1FGL236066. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: $3,995 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV fees 
addt’l. Includes $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

$99
†

PER MO/ 24 MOS LEASE

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0%
60 Mos.

APR
FinancingUp

To

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$4,995!* MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

2011 NISSAN ROGUE AWD 
Auto, A/C, Black, 45K Mi, 
Stk#2033F ................................................Buy For

$9,999*

2012 DODGE GR. CARAVAN
Auto, Red, A/C, 89K Mi, 
Stk#1990F .................................................Buy For

$9,999*

2007 FORD 500 SEL
Auto, A/C, Red, 38K Mi, 
Stk#8116F .................................. Buy For 

$4,995*

2010 MERCURY MILAN 
Auto, White, S/Roof, 70K Mi, 
Stk#1996FF ................................Buy For 

$5,999*

2011 MERCURY MILAN 
Auto, Lthr,Red, 73K Mi, 
Stk#1960F ....................................Buy For 

$6,995*

2010 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
Auto, A/C, Silver, 89K Mi, 
Stk#2015F ....................................Buy For

$7,495*

2013 FORD FIESTA SE
Auto, S/Roof, Red, 27K Mi, 
Stk#1230F .................................. Buy For 

$7,999*

2008 FORD EDGE LTD AWD
Auto, Nav, S/Roof, 42K Mi,
Stk#1971F .................................................... Buy For 

$8,495*

2014 FORD FOCUS  
5Dr., Hatchback, Auto, A/C, 24K Mi, 
Stk#2028F ...................................................Buy For 

$8,995*

2013 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Blue, 73K Mi, 
Stk#2043F .. ..........................................Buy For

$9,999*



43  COURIER LIFE, FEB. 10-16, 2017DTB GM BR

Double-digit disappointment
BY JON PEREZ

The Long Island University 
men’s basketball team, playing 
with heavy hearts and without 
its star player, watched a dou-
ble-digit lead evaporate as Saint 
Francis downed the Blackbirds 
80–78 at the Steinberg Wellness 
Center on Feb. 4.

The Blackbirds squad — 
which led by as many as 12 
points — was without red shirt 
senior Jerome Frink, who was 
dealing with the death of his 
father.

Saint Francis out-scored 
the Blackbirds 32–13 over the 
fi nal 9:43 of regulation. Andre 
Wolford sank a layup to tie the 
game at 61 midway through 
the second half, and Long Is-
land University was never 
able to regain its footing.

“There were frustrating mo-
ments certainly,” Blackbirds 
coach Jack Perri said. “We had 
breakdowns offensively, we 
gave up some threes. I thought 
we did a good job for most of the 
game, but we fouled too much. 

It’s disappointing, but we didn’t 
get enough stops to win.”

Isaiah Blackmon gave the 
Red Flash a two-point lead with 
a pair of late-game free throws 
and Randall Gaskins Jr. sank a 
corner three-pointer to put the 
team up 77–72 with 23 seconds 
to play. Long Island Universi-
ty’s Julian Batts answered back 
with a three to trim the lead to 
two and give the Blackbirds a 
bit of fi nal-second confi dence.

“At that juncture we ex-
ecuted,” Perri said. “We ex-
ecuted those sets, got good 
looks, Batts knocked them 
both down, and it gave us an 
opportunity to win it.”

Blackmon continued his hot 
spurt at the line and sank an-
other pair — setting the Black-
birds team back on its heels.

“I just stayed focused,” 
Blackmon said. “I knew we 
were tired and I had to make 
them to put us up.”

Batts countered with an-
other three to bring the score to RALLY READY: Blackbirds guard Jashaun Agosto did his best to help spark his squad, racking up a team-high 

19 points in 37 minutes of action.  Long Island University Athletics

BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ
They’re fl ying high. 

Brooklyn Law & Tech 
cruised to another dominant 
victory on Feb. 3, taking down 
Eagle Academy II 88–67 in a 
Brooklyn A matchup. The vic-
tory wrapped up the regular-
season league title for the Jets 
as the squad stayed perfect 
against Brooklyn competition. 

“The future is certainly 
bright for us,” said coach 
Kenny Pretlow. “We have Larry 
[Moreno], Victor [Ogbo], and 
Joseph [Pena] coming back for 
us, but with our graduating se-
niors, the future is now for us, 
and we are legitimate champi-
onship contenders right now.”

Law & Tech (16–0) con-
trolled tempo for much of the 

game, hitting shots and set-
tling into a defensive scheme 
that kept Eagle Academy on 
its collective heels. The Jets 
weren’t perfect — Eagle Acad-
emy grabbed a lead early in the 
second half — but the Jets were 
able to push down the stretch 
and seized control midway 
through the third quarter. 

It was the fi fth-straight 
league game that Law & Tech 
scored more than 80 points. 

Larry Moreno, a scoring 
threat from just about any-
where on the court, led the 
charge late for the Jets. The ju-
nior racked up a game-high 38 
points, including three shots 
from behind the arc. He also 
capitalized on his chances at 
the free-throw line and shot a 

strong 15-of-16 from the stripe. 
Moreno wasn’t just a scorer, 

however, he also played a role 
in motivating his team, after it 
got off to a slower-than-usual 
start in the fi rst quarter. 

“We were getting frustrated, 
so I just told my teammates 
that we need to get our shots 
up,” Moreno said. “We know 
that team [the Eagles] likes to 
come out strong, so I said that 
as long as we get our shots up, 
we’ll be in good shape.”

Law & Tech hit its offen-
sive stride late, bolstered by a 
dominant performance on the 
boards. The Jets hauled in 54 
total rebounds and three play-
ers racked up double-digit per-
formances on the glass. QUICK FEET: Larry Moreno drives to the basket against Eagle Academy.

 Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Continued on page 45

Continued on page 45

Law & Tech stays perfect 
with another lopsided win

• ‘We beat them twice and 
we feel like they can’t 
compete with us.’

• ‘We wanted to show 
that we were the 
No. 1 team.’

— Bishop Loughlin point guard Markquis Nowell 
on beating Christ the King for a season sweep.

— Lincoln senior Klay Brown on the 
Railsplitters’ win over Queens. 
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BY LAURA AMATO
He considers himself a stu-
dent. 

Jon Severe is always 
learning, always deter-
mined to get better and 
overcome the next obstacle. 
It’s a trait that served the 
Bushwick native well in the 
classroom — graduating 
from Fordham University 
in three years — and on the 
basketball court. 

Severe, in the midst of 
his fi nal season of eligibil-
ity, has settled into a leader-
ship role at Iona College this 
year, but he’s still learning. 
In fact, he’s learned more 
about himself this year 
than ever before. 

“I’ve just tried to get 
smarter on the court,” Se-
vere said. “Before I was kind 
of fresh to the game and I’m 
always trying to learn some-
thing new. I’ve learned to 
trust my body and started 
really doing the right things 
on and off the court.”

Severe’s basketball edu-
cation began at Christ the 
King, leading the Royals to a 
Federation title as a senior. 
He was also named a Pa-
rade All-American and New 
York’s Mr. Basketball, the 
state’s highest honor, wrap-
ping up his career in Queens 
with more than 1,100 points. 

“Christ the King was al-
ways a great program, and 
they always fi nd a way to 
win,” Severe said. “There’s 
just a ton of talent in that 
team. It really helped shape 
me as a player.”

Severe learned even 
more at the college level — 
fi ne-tuning his game and 
his offensive presence to be-
come one of the most domi-
nant scorers in Fordham 
history. He set the Rams’ 
freshman scoring record 
with a whopping 536 points, 

and he racked up 10 games 
with double-digit points as 
a junior last season. 

Severe credits his de-
termination to learn more 
about the game for help-
ing him on the court. He’s 
worked on his shooting tech-
nique for as long as he can re-
member, but as far as Severe 
is concerned, there’s always 
room for improvement. 

“I think I’ve improved my 
shot-selection,” he said. “It’s 
easier to tell what’s a good 
shot and what’s a bad shot 
now. I’m still trying to be a 
bit more defensive-minded 
as a guard though.”

Severe graduated from 
Fordham in three years 
with a degree in communi-
cations, but he still wanted 
a brand-new challenge and 
found it — at Iona. 

He’s had to work to fi nd 
a place in the Gaels’ start-
ing lineup, but Severe be-
lieves he’s hit his stride over 
the last few weeks. His 11.3 
points per game are second 
on the team in scoring, and 
Severe saw action in all of 
the team’s fi rst 23 games. 

He’s still learning, but 
he’s also having some fun. 

“I thought the team was 
really good for my style of 
play. I’ve had fun playing 
here,” Severe said. “It’s a 
score-fi rst program, and 
that’s my kind of mental-
ity.”

Severe has been around 
the basketball block over 
the last decade or so, and 
now that he’s at Iona, he’s 
doing his best to impart a 
few of those lessons on to his 
teammates. The student, in 
this case, has become the 
teacher. 

“I’ve been in just about 
every situation on a basket-
ball court,” Severe said. “So 

Determination leads to 
dominant hoops career 

BY LAURA AMATO
It kind of felt like fl ying.

Keith Williams saw the ball 
sailing through the air and 
acted instinctively, jumping 
up and slamming down a two-
handed dunk that brought the 
jam-packed crowd at Bishop 
Loughlin to its feet. The late-
game play — set up by point 
guard Markquis Nowell be-
fore he even crossed halfcourt 
— was the exclamation point 
in an 88–72 Lions win over 
Christ the King on Feb. 5. 

“I didn’t even see Markquis, 
you know, he’s kind of small,” 
Williams said. “I just saw the 
ball in the air, so I ran and 
jumped as high as possible, 
and when I caught it, I just 
tried to tear off the rim.”

Loughlin (8–3, 14–5) clinched 
the season-sweep over the Roy-
als with the win and got back on 
track after a disappointing 79–
53 loss at Long Island Lutheran 
on Jan. 29. The key, as it’s been 
all season, was the play of Wil-
liams and Nowell. 

The two combined for 51 
points and each player seemed 
to dominate a half. Williams 
was a force in the fi rst 16 min-
utes, while Nowell set the tone 
down the stretch. 

“I think the best is yet to 
come from these guys, they’ve 

been playing tremendously 
together,” Loughlin coach Ed 
Gonzalez said. “In practice it 
shows, and they’re looking for 
each other a lot more. They 
trust in each other, which is 
very important.”

The Lions grabbed a one-
point cushion at the break and 
jumped out to a 45–41 lead mid-
way through the third quarter 
before Nowell hit his shooting 

stride. 
The junior, who scored 20 

of his 22 points in the second 
half, went on a one-man, eight-
point run to wrap up the third 
quarter and give Loughlin a 
10-point lead. 

“My coach told me to be ag-
gressive,” said Nowell of his sec-
ond-half adjustments. “I wasn’t 
aggressive the fi rst half. I was 

READY FOR LIFTOFF: Bishop Loughlin senior Keith Williams went air-
borne to lift the Lions to a victory over Christ the King on Feb. 5, securing 
the season-sweep of the Royals.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO
They felt they made a state-
ment. 

Lincoln’s boys basketball 
team cruised to a 69–53 vic-
tory over Queens High School 
of Teaching at the Cardozo 
Classic on Feb. 4, proving that 
the Railsplitters are the team 
to beat in the city. 

“Coach said they were 
a very strong team, so we 
needed to be hungry,” said 
senior point guard Donald 
Flores. “We wanted to prove 
our point and show that we’re 
the best out here. Nobody can 
mess with us.”

Lincoln (18–1) and Teaching 
both came into the game riding 
solid win streaks, but the Rail-
splitters grabbed momentum 
from the get-go, draining shots 
and jumping out to a double-
digit lead in the fi rst quarter. 

It was more than enough 
to set the tempo of the non-

league tilt and give the Rail-
splitters squad an extra spark 
in its collective step. 

“We had a great warm-up,” 
said senior Klay Brown, who 
fi nished with a game-high 24 
points. “Everybody got their 
shots up and they were start-

ing to fall. That’s who we are.”
Lincoln jumped out to a 23–

11 lead after the fi rst eight min-
utes of play, keeping the Tigers 
from hitting a shooting stride 
as the defense settled into 
its rhythm. Of course, it also 
helped that the Railsplitters 
were dominant on the glass. 

The squad out-rebounded 
Teaching by double digits in 
the fi rst quarter alone, limit-
ing the Tigers to one-and-done 
possessions before pushing 
the ball out in transition. 

“That’s our game,” said 
Lincoln coach Dwayne “Tiny” 
Morton. “I fi gure if we can 
match their transition game, it 
was just about who rebounded 
and played better defense.”

Lincoln held a double-digit 
lead at the break, but the Rail-
splitters didn’t let off the gas 
in the second half. The key 
was defense and, most impor-

Railsplitters roll past Queens 

ON THE MOVE: Lincoln senior 
guard Michael Reid fi nished against 
Queens High School of Teaching 
with 11 points in the Railsplitters’ 
69–53 victory.  Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Loughlin’s stars fl y 
past Christ the King

Continued on page 45

Continued on page 45

SEVERE SCORING THREAT: Bushwick native and Iona College stand-
out Jon Severe has a reputation for scoring the ball, something he’s 
worked to achieve at every level of competition. Iona Athletics

Continued on page 45
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I try to help the freshman out 
and help out teammates who 

haven’t seen certain things 
before. I kind of see that as my 
role.”

Severe has one more thing 
he’d like to learn at Iona — how 
to win a championship. The 

Gales are the favorites to re-
peat as Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference champions and Se-
vere is determined for one fi -
nal test on the national stage. 

And he’s ready to work for it. 

B GM BR

BY LAURA AMATO
It just made sense. 

Erasmus Hall football standouts Oniel 
Stanbury, Selwin Wilks, and Jahquel Webb 
have done just about everything together since 
they fi rst suited up for the Dutchmen. They’ve 
worked out together, they’ve won (and lost) to-
gether, they’ve watched more fi lm together 
than they knew existed — and so it just made 
sense that they’d go to college together too. 

The Dutchmen trio all committed to Stony 
Brook University, celebrating their collective 
achievement during a ceremony at the Flat-
bush school on Feb. 1. 

“Since high school started, I’ve been with 
these two forever,” said receiver Jahquel Webb. 
“Every day we spend time together and we push 
each other, so there was no doubt in my mind 
that we were going to be together in college.”

The trio all took their offi cial visit to Stony 
Brook together and, as soon as they stepped on 
campus, the group knew they’d found the per-
fect school — for all of them. 

Stanbury, Wilks, and Webb had others of-
fers, but the opportunity to compete together at 
the Division I level was one they couldn’t pass 
up. The group decided to enroll early, becoming 
the fi rst football players in Seawolves’ program 
history to arrive at school a semester early. 

“After the season we had different offers, but 
this is the only one we had together,” Wilks said.

It’s been a whirlwind for the trio settling into a 
college schedule that’s completely different from 
anything they dealt with at Erasmus. 

They’re attending lectures, going through 
workouts, and trying to fi gure out how to do 
laundry on their own. Every experience is a 
new experience, but it’s also a shared one. 

“It’s adapting to new things, and it’s just 
way different from high school,” Wilks said. 
“I’m living on my own. I’ve got to do my own 
laundry, got to cook for myself. It’s different.”

Stanbury, Wilks, and Webb add to a grow-
ing number of Division-I players out of Eras-

mus Hall. The Dutchmen have now sent 17 
gridiron standouts to the next level since 2009, 
and no one was prouder of the trio than head 
coach Danny Landberg. 

“We want this just as much as we want to 
win a championship,” Landberg said. “This to 
me, is actually more important. It’s an oppor-
tunity to put these kids in a better place.”

The trio expects to rack up the minutes next 
season, anxious to leave their mark on one of 
the toughest conferences in the country — the 
Colonial Athletic Association. 

“I just know every day that I’ve got to work 
hard,” Webb said. “I know there are people bet-
ter than me, but I’ve got to keep grinding so I 
can be the best.”

The Dutchmen standouts are still trying 
to come to terms with being college students, 
but they’re thankful for the built-in support 
system they have in each other. They’ve been 
teammates forever, but they’re friends as well, 
and they’re certain that will make the differ-
ence on and off the fi eld. 

“You went from a high-school student to a 
college within two or three days,” Stanbury 
said. “But as a group, we were like, ‘We’re go-
ing to put our minds there and go there.’ ”

DOMINANT DUTCHMEN: Erasmus Hall coach Danny 
Landberg, players Oniel Stanbury, Selwin Wilks, 
Jahquel Webb, and parent Delores Webb celebrate the 
trio’s commitment to Stony Brook University.  
 Community News Group / Laura Amato 

79–78 with six seconds to play, 
but it wouldn’t be enough. 

It was a dramatic and dis-
appointing end to the North-
east Conference matchup for 
the Blackbirds, which con-
trolled tempo throughout the 
fi rst half. 

Long Island University (14–
11, 7–5) hit its shooting stride 
early and created some wiggle 
room with 2:34 remaining in 
the fi rst half. Julian Batts and 
Julius van Sauers knocked 
down back-to-back threes to 
put the Blackbirds up 38–31. 
Jashaun Agosto sank a shot 
at the buzzer to give the hosts 
a 41–34 lead headed into the 
intermission. 

Agosto racked up a game-
high 19 points — including 
14 in the second half — and 
three other Blackbirds fi n-
ished in double-fi gures. Batts 
fi nished with 14 points, Iver-
son Fleming racked up 12 

points, and Julius van Sau-
ers had 11 points.

“With Jerome not here, we 
talked about everyone step-
ping up to the best of their abil-
ity,” Perri said. “Our guys for 
the most part did that.”

The Red Flash shot a blis-
tering 63 percent from the 
fl oor in the second half, while 
Long Island University con-
nected on just 43 percent of 
its shots. Saint Francis (11–
12, 8–4) also had four players 
eclipse double-fi gures — Josh 
Nebo had 19 points, Black-
mon fi nished with 15 points, 
Gaskins Jr. notched 12 points, 
and Georgios Angelou had 
10 points and knocked down 
a trey to give the Red Flash a 
64–63 lead at the 7:54 mark of 
the second half.

“It seems like they didn’t 
know how to guard him,” 
Blackmon said of Nebo. 
“He’s a great shot blocker 
and a great post man.”

The Blackbirds have now 
lost three in a row and four of 
the last fi ve.

Mikko Johnson grabbed 
10 rebounds to go along with 
15 assists, Walter Pitt fi nished 
with 11 rebounds, and Victor 
Ogbo pulled down 15 rebounds 
— including fi ve offensive 
boards that led to the Jets get-
ting second and third chances 
on multiple possessions. Each 
player found position on the 
block, hardly even hesitating 
before going up for second-
chance opportunities. 

“My mentality is to fi rst go 
to the basket,” said Ogbo, who 
also chipped in 16 points. “Sec-
ond, if I have enough space the 

plan is to shoot. And third, if I 
am heavily covered, pass it out 
to an open teammate.”

It was a team effort for 
the Jets squad, which also 
got serious production off 
its bench. Joseph Pena was a 
force to be reckoned with — 
despite not getting a start — 
scoring 13 points and hauling 
in fi ve rebounds. He added an 
extra spark for the Jets late, 
and Pena was simply happy 
to be part of yet another dom-
inant victory. 

“I enjoy my role. I know 
that even though I start the 
game on the bench,” Pena 
said. “When I get in the 
game, I have a chance to help 
this team win.”

looking for other people and 
my teammates. In the second 
half, I just tried to be aggres-
sive.”

Williams and Nowell’s al-
ley-oop dunk made it a 69–53 
game with 5:45 left on the clock 
and effectively wrapped up the 
victory for Loughlin. 

“You knew from that 
play, the game was done af-
ter that,” said Williams, who 
also hauled in nine rebounds. 
“Their posture shut down, 
and they kind of stopped play-
ing in the fourth quarter.”

The Lions, of course, were 
pleased with the victory and 
the offensive performance, 
but Gonzalez is still hoping for 
a bit more from his squad, par-

ticularly with the postseason 
on the horizon. 

“I just want to get them 
better defensively,” he said. 
“They’ve got so much confi -
dence in what they do offen-
sively, that sometimes they 
forget defense wins basketball 
games and championships.”

The victory gives Loughlin 
a bit of separation from Christ 
the King in the Brooklyn–
Queens standings, and the 
season-sweep gives the Lions 
an extra push of much-needed 
confi dence heading into the 
playoffs. 

“This is big,” Nowell said. 
“We beat them twice and we 
feel like they can’t compete 
with us when we play our bas-
ketball. We knew they were go-
ing to have a little confi dence, 
but we just try to kill that to-
day.”

tantly, forcing Teaching into 
off-kilter shots — the Tigers 
struggled to drive the lane 
throughout the game. 

“Every time we go out, we 
try our best to play defense,” 
said Flores, who chipped in 
12 points. “I feel we’re a good 
defensive team, but we went 
out and played defense even 
harder against them because 
we know they’re one of the 
best teams in the city.”

The Tigers made it a nine-
point game with just under two 

minutes left in the third, but 
that was as close as the squad 
would get. Lincoln closed out 
the quarter on a 5–2 run and 
led by double digits through-
out the fourth. 

Brown racked up 15 points 
in the second half, a spark plug 
for the Railsplitters on both 
sides of the ball all the way 
through the fi nal buzzer.

“He’s from Queens, so we 
thought he was going to not 
play well,” Morton said. “I 
thought he was going to have 
some butterfl ies. He was 
amazing today.”

Lincoln put four players 
in double digits — including 

freshman guard John Wil-
son and senior guard Michael 
Reid who each fi nished with 
11 points. 

It was a statement-making 
victory for the Railsplitters — 
a team that hasn’t lost a game 
since December — against a 
Teaching squad that domi-
nated its schedule in Queens. 
Now, Lincoln has its sights 
set on a return to postseason 
glory, and the team is hopeful 
a win like this is the fi rst step 
towards another city title. 

“We wanted to show that we 
were the No. 1 team in the city 
and let everyone know that’s 
what we are,” Brown said.

E-Hall trio goes from 
Flatbush to Stony Brook

Continued from page 43 
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CALL 718-260-2555 TO ADVERTISE HERE

To 
advertise  

your 

SCHOOL or 
EDUCATION  
PROGRAM

call
718.260.2555

81 Broad Street LLC,  
Arts of Org filed with  
SSNY on 01/25/17.  
Office Location: Kings  
County, SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail a copy of  
process to: The LLC,  
1814 W. 6 th St., 2 nd  
/FL, Brooklyn, NY 11223.  
Purpose: to engage in  
any lawful act.
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