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BY COLIN MIXSON
They feel the need — the 
need to monitor speed!

An anti-car activist 
group is deploying mem-
bers armed with radar guns 
to Prospect Park to hunt for 
speeding motorists in an ef-
fort to convince the city to 
nix all cars from Brooklyn’s 

Backyard, according to the 
organization’s head honcho.

“We want to uncover 
how bad the problem is and 
further evidence that the 
park should be car-free,” 
said Transportation Alter-
natives executive director 
Paul Steely White.

 Mayor DeBlasio outlawed 

driving on the park’s Dit-
mas Park-bound West Drive 
in 2015 , but stopped short 
of banning cars from the 
green space altogether, with 
Prospect-Heights-bound mo-
torists still allowed on East 
Drive between 7 and 9 am on 
weekdays and holidays.

BY COLIN MIXSON
They want to build a wall — and 
make New Jersey pay for it!

The Feds must once again 
charge Brooklyn-bound driv-
ers traversing the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge its  famously 
exorbitant toll  when a cashless 
collection system is put in place 
this summer — if only to ensure 
New Jersey commuters stay off 
Brooklyn streets, a Park Slope 
panel demanded this week.

Community Board 6’s dis-
trict manager says that Jersey-
ites have for too long been clog-
ging up Brooklyn highways and 
byways while en route to Man-
hattan, spewing exhaust and 
littering the streets thanks to a 
two-decade old law that allowed 
them free passage into the bor-
ough via the city’s longest span.

“What is left now is an eco-
nomic-biased travel decision 
which favors the ‘free’ fl ow of 
traffi c from Staten Island to 
Brooklyn which passes through 
our district especially during 
the morning rush hour,” wrote 
Community Board 6 district 
manager Craig Hammerman 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The state must install an 
elevator in the Sheepshead 
Bay subway station to 
make it easier for aging or 
disabled straphangers to 
get where they need to go, 
members of Community 
Board 15 are demanding. 

“There are a lot of senior 
citizens who try to access 

the B and Q at Sheepshead 
Bay Road and it’s near to 
impossible for them to climb 
those steps,” said chair-
woman Theresa Scavo. 

Board members re-
quested the lift as part of 
the city’s 2018 budget, but 
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority “chose 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Musical follows 
Somali refugee

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The Muslim ban meets a Muslim 
band!

A vibrant musical opening 
next week will give a singing, 
dancing spotlight to a young 
Muslim refugee, who fl ees Soma-
lia’s civil war and takes an epic 
journey along the lush east coast 
of Africa to Cape Town and ulti-
mately to the United States. “A 
Man of Good Hope,” opening at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
on Feb. 15, is a story riddled with 
loss and violence, but it is an up-
lifting testament to the human 
spirit that stands in defi ance of 
exclusionary politics, said one of 
the show’s producers.

“It’s such a hopeful story,” said 
Joseph Melillo. “And given the 
backdrop of what’s going on now 
with our government, it shows 
how people of a different race, of 
a different religion can give us a 
different understanding of happi-
ness.”

Somalia is one of the seven 
Muslim-majority countries in-
cluded in President Trump’s re-

Continued on page 6
KEEP ON TRUCKIN’: Actors use props to create a vehicle in the musical “A Man of Good Hope,” opening Feb. 15 at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music.  Keith Pattison

CLOCKED: Paul Steely 
White clocks a motorist go-
ing 12 miles-per-hour over 
the speed limit on Prospect 
Park’s East Drive on Feb. 2.

HOPE & BORDERSFor whom 
the bridge 

tolls

Radars of the lost parkNo lift for S’head
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNew o

BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

CALL FOR 
VALENTINES 

RESERVATIONS
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Protesters heckled Rep. 
Dan Donovan (R–Bay 
Ridge) at a private event 
Downtown, because he sup-
ports President Trump’s 
controversial immigration 
ban.

Donovan was appear-
ing at an aptly named 
Brooklyn Newsmak-
er’s breakfast on Mon-
day, along with a buf-
fet of borough Congress 
members, to talk about 
Trump’s potential impact 
on local business, but dis-
rupters harangued him 
until police forced many to 
leave.

Critics charged that 
the freshman lawmaker 
bailed on his Muslim con-
stituents in Bay Ridge, 
when he defended Trump’s 
executive order blocking 
immigration from seven 
Muslim-majority coun-
tries last week.

“Donovan has turned 
his back on thousands of 
his constituents, and we 
feel it was important that 
we stand and turn our 
backs on him,” said Bay 
Ridgite Kayla Santosu-

osso, a member 
activist group 

Bay Ridge 
for Social 
Justice and 
a consul-
tant at the 
Arab Amer-

ican Asso-
ciation of New 

York. “I think 
that it’s unaccept-

able that he supports the 
ban when Bay Ridge has so 
many Muslim-Americans 
with ties to these coun-
tries. And we feel it’s par-
ticularly important now 
more than ever that we 
hold our elected offi cials 
accountable.”

But the private event 

was not the time for a po-
litical debate — especially 
across an auditorium, said 
Donovan (inset). 

“Protests have a proper 
place and time. The Cham-
ber spent a lot of time put-
ting together a panel for 
their membership to hear 
from policy makers on 
taxes, regulations, and 
health care,” said Dono-
van. “The disrupters took 
away that opportunity and 
hijacked the Chamber’s 
event. We can disagree, but 
to shout down opinions be-
cause they’re different from 
your own contradicts the 
basic concept of open dis-
course and deprives others 
of an opportunity to hear 
from every side.”

Trump’s order denies 
entry to citizens of Iraq, 
Iran, Syria, Yemen, Sudan, 
Libya, and Somalia, but a 
judge issued a restraining 
order on it last week, so it 

is not being enforced. The 
Trump administration is 
appealing that stay.

Donovan, who sits on 
the Homeland Security 
Committee, has defended 
Trump’s move, saying it 
was in the nation’s best se-
curity interest.

Activist groups Bay 
Ridge for Social Justice, 
Fight Back Bay Ridge, Bay 
Ridge Democrats, and even 
some Staten Island groups 
joined in. It was a moment 
for locals to ban together 
and make their voices 
heard, said one demonstra-
tor.

“We need him to hear 
us that there are a lot of us 
who disagree with him,” 
said Bay Ridgite Kathy 
Lilleskov. “This is a mo-
ment for those of us who 
feel like our voices haven’t 
been heard to come to-
gether and deliver that 
message to him.”

CONDEMNING DAN: Bay Ridgite Kathy Lilleskov made the trek to Downtown to protest Rep. Dan Donovan’s support for President 
Trump’s immigration ban.  Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
CONEY ISLAND, N.Y. 

Sideshow impresario Dick 
Zigun wants Coney Island to 
secede from the United States 
and become an East Coast 
haven for expatriates fl ee-
ing the nation’s political tur-
moil. But don’t expect to see 
the so-called “Mayor of Co-
ney Island” on any ballots in 
the People’s Republic of the 
People’s Playground — Zigun 
plans to go old-school dictator 
and use his unilateral power 
to keep out riff raff from the 
likes of the Midwest and 
Queens, he said.

“I’d be the unelected em-
peror — I think I’d have fun 
with that. And people would 
have to apply for a visa, of 
course, and we’d probably 
do extreme vetting from cer-
tain states like Indiana. I 
would also do extreme vet-
ting of anyone from Queens, 
like Donald Trump,” said Zi-
gun. “But instead of moving 
to Paris, like Hemingway or 
Gertrude Stein, people could 
just escape to Coney Island 
— as long as they go through 
the proper channels.”

Emperor Zigun would re-
dig the moat that once sepa-
rated the island from the 
mainland. Failing that, he’ll 
take a page out of The Don-
ald’s book and build a wall 
along the proposed nation’s 
northern border, the Belt 
Parkway, he said.

“Well, I need to get my ad-
visors to study it, but we might 
have to build a partial wall I 
suppose at the Belt Parkway 

so people can’t just pull over 
and make an unauthorized 
entry into our great country,” 
His Excellency said.

Either way, “tourists are 
paying for it,” he said.

If he seizes power, the whole 
peninsula — everything from 
the gated community Sea Gate 
over to Manhattan Beach — 
will come under his control, 
according to Great Defender 
Zigun, who said he already 
has plans to erect a Lady Lib-
erty-esque statue in the pri-
vate nabe that overlooks the 
New York Harbor.

“I don’t want to let Sea 
Gate go,” His Eminence said. 
“The original name is Nor-
ton’s Point, and that’s where 
I want to erect a statue of 
Art Carney for his work in 
the Honeymooners after his 
character [Ed] Norton — he’ll 
be a beacon.”

Zigun: ‘Coney must 
secede, and I’m the 

man to lead it’

ALL HAIL GLORIOUS LEADER!: 
Self-proclaimed “Mayor of Co-
ney Island” Dick Zigun says he’ll 
ascend to dictator-god if he suc-
ceeds in seceding.

Bay Ridgites rip Rep. Donovan 
over Trump’s ’Muslim ban’
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BY SHARIF HASSAN
Two Brooklynites who had 
been stranded abroad by 
President Trump’s travel 
ban are now back safe and 
sound in Kings County.

 Iranian Prospect-Lef-
ferts Gardens student 
Saira Rafi ee  and  Sudanese 
Crown Heights doctor Dr. 
Kamal Fadlalla  were able 
to board fl ights back to the 
U.S. this week, where they 
were greeted at the airport 

by delighted friends and 
co-workers who had been 
rallying for their return. 

“We fought for her,” said 
Barbara Bowen a faculty 
union leader at the City 
University of New York, 
where Rafi ee is a student. 
“We are thrilled to have 
her back.”

Both Rafi ee and Fadlalla 
were forbidden from board-
ing planes back to the U.S. 
while visiting their fami-

lies in their homelands, 
after Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order on Jan. 27 
banning immigrants from 
seven Muslim-majority 
countries from entering 
the U.S. for 90 days. 

But  a federal judge in 
Washington state tempo-
rarily blocked the ban last 
Friday , allowing them and 
others marooned around 
the world to return.

Fadlalla is a second-

year resident in internal 
medicine at Interfaith 
Medical Center in Crown 
Heights here on a work 
visa, while Rafi ee is on 
a student visa while she 
works towards her PhD in 
political science at the City 
University of New York’s 
Graduate Center. 

Dozens of students and 
faculty members from 
the college  rallied outside  
Brooklyn’s federal court-

house last week  demand-
ing her return.

Even before Trump 
signed his ban, Rafi ee said 
she feared she might not be 
able to stay in the country to 
complete her studies under 
his presidency, and joined 
her other students marching 
to Trump Tower to protest 
his immigration policies.

“There is a possibility 
I might not be able to fi n-
ish the program,” she said 
at the time, just days af-
ter the election. “I have no 
idea what will happen.”

Locals stranded by travel ban are back!

WELCOME BACK: Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens student Saira 
Rafi ee has returned to the U.S. 
 Facebook

Continued on page 8
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Public defenders want cops 
to stop sweeping homeless 
shelters for people with open 
arrest warrants, because it 
is discouraging the indigent 
from seeking help — espe-
cially those who are here il-
legally and fear deportation 
under President Trump’s 
new executive order instruct-
ing cities to crack down on 
undocumented people — ac-
cording to a member of the 
Legal Aid Society, the city’s 
largest public-defense group.

“Anybody who has a con-
cern about an immigration 
issue doesn’t want to see 
people in a uniform,” said 
Josh Goldfein, a staff attor-
ney for the society who also 
works with advocacy group 
Coalition for the Home-
less. “If they know periodi-
cally that the police sweep 

through shelters looking to 
arrest people that’s going to 
be extremely discouraging 
to coming off the streets.”

Trump’s order directs 
agencies to swiftly deport ille-
gal aliens who have committed 
or are wanted for committing 
a crime, as well as people who 
have misrepresented them-
selves on government docu-
ments or who have abused 
public-assistance programs.

Mayor DeBlasio has said 
he would not fully honor 
that request, but he is con-
sidering expanding the list 
of 170 felonies for which the 
city will work with the Feds 
to deport perpetrators — es-
sentially any violent or sex-
ual crimes, as well as major 
drug offenses.

But Hizzoner actually 
needs to go easier on those 

Lawyers to city: ‘Stop 
checking homeless 

shelters for warrants’

SHELTER SKELTER
BY CAROLINE SPIVACK

Undocumented homeless are re-
fusing to enter the city’s shelter 
system because they’re worried 
President Trump will deport 
them, according to non-citizens 
living on the street in Sunset 
Park.

“I don’t want to go to a shelter 
— it’s not safe and I’m not here 
legally,” said Hector — an undoc-
umented homeless man who is 
originally from Mexico and would 
not give his last name because of 
his immigration status — speak-
ing through a translator. “If I go 
they’ll probably deport me. I’d 
rather live on the streets than be 
deported.”

Hector is part of a booming 
population of undocumented men 
living by the train tracks on 62nd 
Street and 10th Avenue — where 
at least six of the two-dozen mem-
bers are refusing to go into shel-
ters for fear they’ll end up on a 
bus back to Mexico.

Hector, who collects and recy-
cles bottles to cash in on their de-

posits, says he has not committed 
any crimes.

There have long been home-
less in the area, but their num-
bers have ballooned since Trump 
signed an executive order in late 
January instructing agencies 
to remove aliens who have com-

mitted a crime, are wanted for a 
crime, or who have committed acts 
for which they could be charged, 
as well as non-legal residents who 
have misrepresented themselves 
to a government agency, abused 
public-benefi t programs, or who 
immigration offi cials deem “a 
risk to public safety or national 
security.”

New York’s status as a so-
called “sanctuary city” means 
offi cials will not blow the whis-
tle on non-violent undocumented 
immigrants who enter the shelter 
system, according to a rep with 
the Department of Homeless Ser-
vices.

But the president’s order is 
nonetheless sowing fear, an advo-
cate said.

“I think what’s most likely go-
ing on is people are extremely ner-
vous in the current climate of call-
ing attention to themselves,” said 
Josh Goldfein, who also works 
with advocacy group Coalition 
for the Homeless. “And this cre-

SHELTER FEARS: City workers are 
having a hard time getting undocu-
mented homeless to enter the shelter 
system because they’re afraid of be-
ing deported.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Fearing deportation, homeless sleep on streets

Continued on page 10
Continued on page 10

Enrico Ascher, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

Natalie Marks, MD

Anil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family.

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think
They are known to be “silent killers”

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist

WWW.VASCULARNYC.COM

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Pkwy, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 347–533–8477

Boro Park:
960 50th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

Tel: 718–438–3800
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Early Detection of Heart Disease  
at BRMI

The perfect gift 
this Valentine’s Day 
is the gift of heart 
health. Along with 
Valentine’s Day, Feb-
ruary marks Ameri-
can Heart Month, a 
great time to get a 
heart checkup and 
commit to a healthy 
lifestyle that will 
lead to a lifetime of 
heart health. One of 
every four deaths are 
caused by heart dis-
ease, making heart 
disease the leading 
cause of death for 
men and women in 
the United States and 
worldwide.  The aim 
of American Heart 
Month is to reduce 
the risk of heart dis-
ease through early 
detection and healthy 
lifestyle. With early 
detection, heart dis-
ease can be managed 
and treated  before it 
results in heart at-
tack or death. Detect-
ing a ticking time 
bomb before it’s too 
late leads to a longer 
healthier life.

Doctors are now 
able to view the 

heart and its arter-
ies with a CT scan. A 
CT scan of the heart, 
also known as a car-
diac CT or coronary 
CT angiogram, has 
been shown to be a 
very reliable way to 
noninvasively check 
for blockages and 
areas of narrowing 
in the heart’s arter-
ies (coronary artery 
disease). This simple 
test determines a pa-
tient’s future risk of 
adverse cardiovascu-
lar events, and iden-
tifies specific areas 
of disease within 
the coronary arter-
ies. In the past, this 
information could 
only be reliably ob-
tained from an inva-
sive test known as a 
cardiac catheteriza-
tion which involves 
inserting a cathe-
ter into the arteries 
themselves.

Bay Ridge Medi-
cal Imaging (BRMI) 
is proud to offer the 
next generation of 
cardiac CT, provid-
ing even greater de-
grees of resolution, 
clarity, and defini-

tion. The new Revo-
lution EVO delivers 
twice the spatial res-
olution of other CT 
scanners to show de-
tails as small as 0.28 
mm, and provides a 
135% improvement 
in detectability to 

potentially improve 
treatment paths. This 
pioneering system re-
duces radiation dose 
to the patient by 83%, 
while still acquir-
ing the high-quality 
images needed for 
accurate diagnosis. 

With this revolution-
ary technology, BRMI 
provides the high-
resolution, low-dose 
images and answers 
that increase confi-

dence in detection of 
heart disease.

For your conve-
nience we are open 
7 days a week, 7am-
11pm.   www.brmi.org

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.org

BRMI @76th Street
7601 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209

Tel: 718-238-7000
Fax: 718-238-7005

BRMI @ Narrows
9920 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209

Tel: 718-921-0333
Fax: 718-921-0490

BRMI @ 5th Avenue
9020 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209

Tel: 718-880-3066
Fax: 718-880-3067

BRMI @ Sunset Pk.
6700-02 3rd Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11220

Tel: 718-880-3063
Fax: 718-709-7645

BRMI @ Dyker Heights
7117 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Tel: 718-880-3060
Fax: 718-232-5796

BRMI @ Boro Park
3802 14th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11218

Tel: 718-854-5400
Fax: 347-533-4042

BRMI @ Midwood
2005 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

Tel: 718-375-1300
Fax: 718-375-1334

Visit us at brmi.org
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Cupid is as Cupid does.

Saint Valentine’s Day is 
fast approaching, and you’ll 
want to have a plan for the 
most romantic day of the 
year, whether you spend 
it with your someone spe-
cial or all by yourself. Ei-
ther way, we’ve got you cov-
ered with the hottest events 
around the borough:

Kids’ stuff
Feeling down in the 

dumps about love this 
year? Get the hottest tips 
on love and romance from 
two experts: 6-year-old Dr. 
Bubbles (Holly Marjorie 
Bubbles Hook) and 7-year-
old Dr. Lopez (Ximena Gar-
cia Lopez), who will be on 
hand at Pete’s Candy Store 
on Feb. 14 to offer their 
combined 13 years of exper-
tise in the fi eld. According 
to Dr. Bubbles, romance is 
not nearly as complicated 
as people make it. 

“Love is fun and good,” 
said Dr. Bubbles. “People 
should try and love each 
other as much as they 
can.”

Dr. Lopez and Dr. Bub-
bles on Love! at Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. between Richardson 
and Frost streets in Wil-
liamsburg, www.petescan-
dystore.com]. Feb. 14 at 7 
pm. Free. 

Red rooms
Put on something red 

and sexy and head to Bush-
wick’s House of Yes for a 
kinky dinner and dance dur-
ing the most romantic night 
of the year. The pre-dance 
dinner includes an “erotic 
fairy-tale themed three-
course meal,” with wine, 
live music, and saucy aerial 

performers. After dinner, 
you and your partner can 
explore the venue’s bond-
age kink space, the rooftop 
hot tub, and get tantric mas-
sages. And whether your 
are single, in a two-some, 
a threesome, or come with 
a whole posse, you can join 
the costume-mandatory 
“Story of Red” dance party 
starting at 10 pm. 

Valentine’s Day: The 
Story of Red at House of Yes 
(2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick, www.
houseofyes.org) Feb. 14. 
Dinner at 7 pm, dance party 
10 pm–4 am. $40–$300. 

Book of love
Smart is sexy, so litera-

ture lovers should head to 
the Brooklyn Historical 
Society, which joins the 
Franklin Park Reading Se-
ries for a discussion of writ-
ing and romance with two 
of the city’s hottest book-
nerd couples: Brooklyn au-
thors Isaac Fitzgerald and 

Alice Sola Kim, and writ-
ers Brendan Kiely and Jes-
sie Chaffee. 

Literary Couples: A Valen-
tine’s Day Reading and Dis-
cussion at Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society (128 Pierrepont St. 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
www.brooklynhistory.org) 
Feb. 14 at 7 pm. Free.

Eat your heart out
The best Valentine’s Day 

present is chocolate, choc-
olate, and more chocolate 
—  with some cheesecake 
on the side! So reserve your 
night for Junior’s Restau-
rant — the Brooklyn institu-
tion will offer special heart-
shaped cheesecakes on Feb. 
14, along with Valentine’s 
Day cupcakes and layer 
cakes.

Junior’s Sweetheart-
Shaped Cheesecakes at 
Junior’s Restaurant [386 
Flatbush Ave. at Dekalb 
Avenue Downtown, www.
juniorscheesecake.com]. 

Feb. 14, 6:30 am–midnight. 
 
Love and marriage

Head to Coney Island 
to recite your vows, offi ci-
ated by unoffi cial mayor 
of Coney Island Dick Zi-
gun! The $100 ceremony 
on the sideshow stage will 
be followed by  a freaky 
reception show. Princess 
Pat Muko’s “Seventh An-
nual Valentine’s Day for 
Lovers and Losers: An Ex-
otic Burlesque, Sideshow, 
Freakshow” will featuring 
a short play with colorful 
and exotic costumes and 
a series of sexy and death-
defying acts. 

Valentine Day for Lovers 
and Losers: An Exotic Bur-
lesque, Sideshow, Freak-
show at Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland.
com]. Feb. 14 at 9 pm. $20 
($15 in advance). $100 wed-
dings (contact dzigun@co-
neyisland.com). 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

cent immigration ban, 
which gives the produc-
tion additional resonance, 
said Melillo. 

“It’s taken on a differ-
ent kind of importance 
than I anticipated,” said 
Melillo. “When I sched-
uled this Obama was still 
president. Now it certainly 
has signifi cance on a vari-
ety of levels.”

The musical, based on 
the book by Jonny Stein-
berg, follows the true 
story of Asad Abdullahi, 
who starts the show as an 
8-year-old refugee caught 
up in a civil war. Abdul-
lahi fl ees from one village 
to the next in pursuit of a 
better life, with four ac-
tors playing the role as he 
evolves into a bright teen, 
a budding entrepreneur, 
and a man marred by his 
war-torn experiences. 

His journey, which 
starts in Somalia and 
snakes down Africa’s 
east coast, is fi lled with 
a colorful cast of charac-
ters, as well as music that 
blends different African 
rhythms on the marimba 
— a mallet-struck wooden 
xylophone. The beats cap-

ture the vibe of the coun-
tries that Abdullahi trav-
els through, said Melillo.

“The music drives the 
story. It creates that beau-
tiful musical sound that 
we associate with South 
Africa,” he said. “The 
story is a great celebra-
tion of humanity and it’s 
all done through music 
and dancing and singing. 
It’s just a rich mix.”

The production uses 
simple, abstract staging 
to render its different lo-
cations, using free-stand-
ing, closed doors to rep-
resent country borders, 
and performers holding 
up tires and a steering 
wheel to create a truck. 
The show is unlike any-
thing else in the borough, 
said Melillo.

“It’s about an exuber-
ant story about hope — 
showing that it’s not just a 
theory, it’s a fact,” he said. 
“We knew we had to bring 
this to Brooklyn. There’s 
nothing like this in New 
York City today.”

“A Man of Good Hope” 
at BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House [651 Fulton 
St. between Rockwell and 
Ashland places in Fort 
Greene, www.bam.org]. 
Feb. 15–18 at 7:30 pm, Feb. 
19 at 3 pm. $24–$80. 

Continued from page 1 

HOPE

FOR ALL AGES: (Left) Six-year-old Dr. Bubbles (Holly Marjorie Bubbles Hook) and 7-year-old Dr. Lopez 
(Ximena Garcia Lopez) will offer their love advice at Pete’s Candy Store on Valentine’s Day. (Right) 
Bushwick’s House of Yes will host a Valentine’s Day dinner with aerielists overhead. 

DANCE BREAK: Somalian refugee Asad Abdullahi meets a cast 
of colorful characters as he travels from Mogadishu to Cape 
Town, each of them dancing to music that represents the local 
culture. Keith Pattison

Our guide to the best Valentine’s events in Brooklyn

What a lovely night
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Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday
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ICED 

K10 1.99 PK1.992.99
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K79

1.395lb
bag 693 99 69 99 69

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK TAKE-OUT

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

718-934-6300
JORDAN’S
 LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$24
TWIN LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$44
COCONUT 

SHRIMP PLATTER

$20
GARLIC 

CRAB PLATTER

$22

Valentine’s Day Specials

3 $39F
O
R 1 1/4 LB. 

EACH

www.brfcu.org
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��
18 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make 
your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum 
opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower 
than above.  $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer 

Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

1.65
APY*
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not to respond,” said Scavo, 
who is now inviting the 
state agency to come to the 
neighborhood and see how 
dire the need is.

“I think we deserve at 
least a response,” she said. 
“I will make an invite to 
the MTA and let’s see who 
comes.”

And the elevator is such 
a necessity in the large el-
derly community — about 
25,000 seniors live in the 
district — that local pols 
are willing to chip in for 
the cost, said Assembly-
man Steve Cymbrowitz 
(D–Sheepshead Bay), who 
plans to fund $1.3 million 
toward the project from his 
offi ce’s budget.

“Look on a map. We’re 
a no-man’s land as far as 
subway accessibility is con-
cerned, and this is unac-
ceptable,” said Cymbrowitz. 
“I understand that $1.3 mil-
lion may be just a fraction of 
what it will cost, but I’m de-
manding that the MTA turn 
its attention to the district 
that needs these accessibil-
ity projects the most.”

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) said he would chip 
in, too, but did not say 
how much of the likely 
$10–$15-million construc-
tion tab he’d pick up.

The nearest handicap-
accessible stations are at 
Kings Highway and Stillwell 
Avenue, but locals shouldn’t 
have to hop on a bus just to 
be able to ride the subway, 
said Community Board 15 
member and Sheepshead 
Bay resident Debbie Greif, 
who is also a member of 
handicap-accessibility advo-
cacy group the 504 Dems.

Continued from page 1 

ELEVATOR

STEEP STEPS: Debbie Greif is 
demanding the state put in an 
elevator at the Sheepshead Bay 
subway station.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

Now Councilman Ma-
thieu Eugene (D–Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens) is work-
ing on a plan to oust those 
vehicles as well, and Steely 
White is hoping to give him 
the data he needs to prove 
once and for all that the 
drivers are a menace to the 
pedestrians, cyclists, jog-
gers, and horse riders who 
also use the road.  

Not only do park-using 
rev-heads regularly blow 
the 25-miles-per hour speed 
limit, the bike-booster 
claims, they frequently hit 
East Drive before its legal 7 
am opening.

Steely White took a ra-

dar gun down there on 
Thursday between 6:45 and 
7:45 am, where he says he 
clocked 10 drivers going 
at least 10 miles above the 
speed limit, and 21 motor-
ists putting unsuspecting 
bipedal commuters in dan-
ger by driving in the park 
before 7 am.

“It’s more dangerous 
because park users aren’t 
expecting cars at those 
hours,” said White. “It re-
ally catches people un-
aware and lulls users into a 
false sense of security.” 

But nixing traffi c on 
East Drive would be not so 
easy as it was on the West, 
says a Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman. 

East Drive is more heav-
ily traffi cked — in 2013, 

around 418 vehicles per 
hour used the road, versus 
233 on West Drive — and 
it would be tougher to di-
vert onto alternative roads 
nearby, which are already 
busy enough and the sites 
of frequent car crashes, she 
said.

But park-lovers say 
West Drive’s lower traf-
fi c was a result of many 
years of activism from 
the Park Slope side of the 
meadow.

“Over a number of 
years, there were many 
things that happened that 
slowly ramped down the de-
mand on the West Drive,” 
said local resident Seth 
Kaplan, founder of park 
advocacy group Parks4us. 
“That’s to the credit of the 

community there and the 
elected offi cials, but it’s a 
self fulfi lling prophecy, be-
cause when they looked at 
the data and DeBlasio said 
they want to close West 
Drive to car traffi c, there 
was a lot less demand.”

In fact, some residents 
say the notion is so popu-
lar locally, they have a hard 
time even imagining mo-
torists objecting.

“No parent, biker, jog-
ger, or park-lover I know 
is against this,” said Pros-
pect-Lefferts Gardens  blog-
ger  Tim Thomas. “You’d 
have to be kind of self-
ish to demand the right to 
drive in a public park, you 
know?”

Eugene declined com-
ment.

CARS
Continued from page 1

ates problems in terms of 
public health and safety. 
No one would should 
feel hesitant to come for-
ward for services. They 
won’t be deported. No 
one should be out on the 

streets — it’s not safe.”
Trump’s order does, 

however, promise to 
punish sanctuary cities 
by withholding federal 
funding — a move that 
could cost New York 
City as much as $7 bil-
lion, according to a re-
cent report from Comp-
troller Scott Stringer.

folks if he ever wants to 
reign in the city’s growing 
homeless population, ac-
cording to Goldfein, who 
said Legal Aid Society has 
been in talks with the ad-
ministration.

“We would like them, if 
anything, to reduce the list 
of offenses that they can 
arrest people for, because 
it creates liability and un-
willingness for people 
to come forward for ser-
vices,” he said. 

The police did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

SHELTER WARRANTS
Continued from page 4 Continued from page 4

Top Speakers 

Sunday, March 19th 10am – 3:30pm
Kingsway Events Center
2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229 (Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

SAVEdatethe Register to attend 
for FREE at

https://
eldercareexpo. 
eventbrite.com

Free Valet Parking  
Free Gifts  
Free Refreshments

Over 60 Booths
Great Food Opportunity 

To Interact
With 

Industry Leaders

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct a seminar
call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

SPONSORS
as of Jan. 24, 2017
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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in a letter to Gov. Cuomo. 
“Our highways are regu-
larly congested.”

The current one-way 
toll for Staten Island-
bound traffi c dates back 
to 1986 when Islanders, 
claiming idling cars wait-
ing to pay the Brooklyn-
bound toll were causing 
too much pollution, con-
vinced Congress to pass a 
law demanding the once-
two-way toll be collected 
only when vehicles came 
to the Rock. That gave New 
Jersey drivers the abil-
ity to leap-frog into Man-
hattan through Staten 
Island and Brooklyn for 
free, bypassing the Verra-
zano toll by circling to the 
Holland tunnel when they 
head home to  Monmouth 
County .

But this summer, the 
Verrazano is getting a 
cashless toll system — 
where cameras record 
license plates as driv-
ers zoom by — making 
concerns about booth-in-
duced smog a thing of the 
past, and creating an op-
portunity to start hitting 
Jersey drivers where it 
hurts, Hammerman ar-
gues. 

It is a change peo-
ple down in Bay Ridge 
have been demanding for 
years, according to local 
leaders.

“CB10 has consistently 
in the past few years voted 
in support of restoring 
two-way tolls,” said Com-
munity Board 10 district 
manager Josephine Beck-
mann. “We have backups 
at every single exit ramp 
in the morning.”

But Rep. Dan Donovan 
(R–Bay Ridge), who also 
represents all of Staten 
Island, vowed to oppose 

any measure to restore 
the two-way toll until he’s 
seen data proving that the 
change would decrease 
traffi c and increase reve-
nue, according to spokes-
man Patrick Ryan.

CB6’s letter to the gov-
ernor requested a study 
to determine the effect of 
a two-way toll, but until 
then, the change will be a 
tough sell to Staten Island 
voters, according to Ryan.

“I think that with any 
constituency when you 
propose changing some-
thing that’s been in effect 
30 years, all these theories 
come up that it’s going to 
be worse because of X-Y-
Z,” Ryan said. “But if you 
can say ‘We’re going to get 
X amount of revenue we 
can use for this project,’ 
that makes it easier to dis-
cuss.”

Rep. and  Trumpbuster  
Jerry Nadler (D–Gow-
anus), meanwhile, has 
been a longtime supporter 
of the two-way toll, but 
came under fi re from con-
stituents after he failed to 
bring back the two-way 
toll when the House and 
Senate were controlled 
by Democrats during the 
early years of Obama’s 

fi rst term, according to 
one activist.

“The Dems had a veto-
proof Congress and Na-
dler failed to do what he 
had promised his constit-
uents,” said Carl Rosen-
stein, a Manhattanite who 
created a group called 
Trees Not Trucks to com-
bat commercial trucking 
traffi c caused by the one-
way toll.

But ramming the 
change through Congress 
is more diffi cult than it 
seems, because it needs to 
be tacked onto more sub-
stantial transportation 
legislation, which didn’t 
materialize during the 
two-year window, accord-
ing to Nadler’s district di-
rector Robert Gottheim.

But with the new toll 
technology and President 
Trump championing new 
highway infrastructure 
programs, Nadler sees 
both the will and a way to 
realize a two-way toll on 
the Verrazano on the hori-
zon, Gottheim said.

“Looking forward, 
there’s a strong chance 
this can be done,” he said.

Cuomo’s offi ce did not 
return requests for com-
ment.

TOLL-D YA SO: Community Board 6 district manager Craig Ham-
merman penned a letter to Gov. Cuomo calling on the state to back 
a two-way toll on the Verrazano Bridge, which would do wonders 
for traffi c in Brooklyn during the morning rush. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued from page 1 

TOLL

Such a coup would net 
the Invincible and Trium-
phant General Zigun both 
 Sea Gate’s private police 
force  and  Kingsborough 
Community College  — two 
major institutions on which 
society is built.

As for a hospital, the 
Highest Incarnation of the 
Revolutionary Comrade-

ship said he’d pass on Co-
ney Island Hospital, and 
instead fi nd another way to 
keep his subjects healthy.

It would not be the fi rst 
time someone tried to se-
cede from New York — 65 
percent of Staten Islanders 
voted to detach from the 
city’s ample bosom in 1993, 
but lawmakers put the ki-
bosh on that. Rock Council-
man Joe Borelli  tried — and 
failed — to stoke that fi re last 
summer  after Great Brit-

ain voted to leave the Euro-
pean Union. Queens has 
 twice tried to secede  (and at 
the risk of editorializing, we 
wish them all the luck in the 
world on a third attempt).

Islanders are already 
raring to shake off the 
shackles of their oppres-
sors and gain their inde-
pendence, said one local.

“Obviously the rest of the 
city has just been holding us 
back,” said long-time Coney 
Islander Leon Watkins. 

ZIGUN
Continued from page 3

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service

24/7 Service
Low Rates Clean Service

W E  U N C L O G

 

We Pump out Floods
Residential and Commercial

 Serving all Brooklyn, Manhattan, Staten Island, 
Queens, Bronx, New Jersey

917 858 3579

ROYAL FLUSH

In Line Video 
Inspections
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aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com


	12.brooklyn.p01
	12.brooklyn.p02
	12.brooklyn.p03
	12.brooklyn.p04
	12.brooklyn.p05
	12.brooklyn.p06
	12.brooklyn.p07
	12.brooklyn.p10
	12.brooklyn.p11
	12.brooklyn.p12
	12.brooklyn.p8
	12.brooklyn.p9

