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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
It’s not for you, grandpa!

A new weekly televi-
sion show created by mil-
lennials, for millennials, 
will tackle current events 
and issues important to 
that generation — and only 
them. The host and creator 
of “Tha L Spot,” which airs 

Thursdays on the public ac-
cess channel Brooklyn Free 
Speech, says the show is 
designed to counter media 
stories that focus on celeb-
rity gossip and the things 
that millennials have de-
stroyed — like  golf ,  break-
fast cereal , and  democracy . 
Instead, the show focuses 

on the accomplishments of 
millennials in the city. 

“Nobody out there is re-
ally promoting stuff for us 
— nobody is talking about 
what’s happening in our 
community,” said Crown 
Heights native Jessica 
Chalmers. “You always 

BY JULIANNE CUBA 
AND CAROLINE SPIVACK

Two Southern Brooklyn police 
precincts are leading the city in 
crime-reduction.

The 60th Precinct, covering 
Coney Island, Brighton Beach, 
and parts of Gravesend, had the 
best year for lowering crime 
out of the city’s 77 precincts 
in 2016 — and had the lowest 
overall number of incidents re-
ported since cops began keep-
ing tally in 1993. Nextdoor, the 
61st Precinct, covering Sheep-
shead Bay, Manhattan Beach 
and Gerritsen Beach, was 
third-best in bringing down 
crime last year.

Turns out, it’s mostly a few 
bad apples that were making 
Coney’s streets so rotten, ac-
cording to the command’s top 
cop, who attributed the decline 
to his offi cers’ knowing where 
to look.

“We focused on a very small 
group of people, recidivists, peo-
ple who have done the same thing 
over and over. And we were very 
successful in that as far as oper-
ating on the philosophy that, say 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Bang, zoom — straight to 
Manhattan!

A Bensonhurst bus 
driver is launching an ex-
press service for Bay Ridg-
ites who are fed up with the 
R train and sick of forking 
over a small fortune each 
week to ride Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority 
express buses into Man-
hattan. The service, Four 
Hearts Transportation, 
will put rubber to road in 
March and is geared to-
ward riders who are look-
ing for more of an experi-
ence than a mere morning 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 6Continued on page 14

Psychedelic Latin band at Bric
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

The atmosphere will be electric! 
An experimental psychedelic 

salsa band will show off its di-
verse infl uences and high-tech 
instruments at a free show at 
Bric Arts Media this month. The 
founder of La Mecanica Popular, 
known for its electronic samples, 
says that the Feb. 28 performance 
will also feature a more conven-
tional instrument — electric gui-
tar.

“We’re going to perform our usual 
set but there’s going to be more 
guitars — two more processed 
guitars and lot of improvisation,” 
said bandleader Efrain Rozas. 
“I’m going to be playing, for the 
fi rst time at Bric, the electric gui-
tar, too — so that’s a new thing for 
our show.”

The band’s sound also draws 
on the psychedelic style of Peru-
vian cumbia dance music. But 

Continued on page 8

MECHANIC OF MUSIC: La Mecánica Popular’s lead singer Efraín Rosas found-
ed his band to combine the psychedelic tunes of his native Peru with the 
rhythms of Afro-salsa music.

YOUNG VOICES: From 
left, Camille Jay, Jes-
sica Lanice Chalmers, and 
Amantha Chery.
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New Bus Service On Third Avenue in Bay Ridge
BEGINS MONDAY MARCH 6TH

AM Travel - Bay Ridge to Financial District
Church St. to 6 Ave. & 57 St.

1st Stop - 97st. & 3rd Ave.
97 st.
95 st.

92 st. - 7:51
88 st.

86 st. - 7:55

83 st.
80 st.
75 st.
72 st.

Bayridge Ave.
65 st. - 7:57 (Middle of Block)

PM Return Stops from Manhattan to Bay Ridge

7:50 AM

ROUND TRIP
COMMUTER TICKET SALE

BUY 4 TRIPS GET 1 FREE

5 TRIPS ONLY $40

2:45 PM & 5:22 PM
1st Stop - Between 58 st. & 57 st. (Middle of Block)

51 st (Across from St. Pat Cathedral)

47 st. (n, s)
43 st. - (f, s)

40 st. (f, s) - 5:32
35 st. (f, s), x27 Stop
30 st. (n, s), x27 Stop
23rd st. (n, s) - 5:40

14 st. (f, s) - 5:48
Waverly Pl.  (n, s)
Houston St. (f, s)

Canal St. (f, s)
Duane St. (f, s)

Barclay St. (Middle Block) - 5:55
Vesey St. (n, s)

Liberty St. (n, s)
Exchange Pl. - 5:57

Battery Pl.

2:55

3:03
3:11

3:18

3:20

BY JAMES HARNEY
Harvey Lichtenstein, an 
arts administrator best 
known for revitalizing the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic during his 32-year ten-
ure as its president and ex-
ecutive producer, died on 
Feb. 11. He was 87.

Lichtenstein suffered 
a stroke seven years ago 
and his health had de-
clined over the past few 
months, according to his 
son John.

The National Medal of 
Arts recipient lived out his 
fi nal days at his home in 
Manhattan, but he was a 
native son of Kings County 
who will be remembered for 
his pivotal role in making 
Brooklyn the world-class 
city it is today, according to 
a local leader.

“He was a powerhouse 
in Brooklyn,” said former 
Borough President Marty 
Markowitz. “If you had to 
point to a handful of in-
dividuals who made the 
Brooklyn Renaissance, 
Harvey was up there at the 
top, no question.”  

Born to a Polish im-
migrant hat-maker father 
and a Ukrainian mother 
in 1929, Lichetenstein at-
tended Brooklyn Technical 
High School in the shadow 
of the venerable Lafayette 
Avenue theater, and was 
inspired to study dance af-
ter seeing a performance 
featuring the iconic Mar-
tha Graham while he was 
a student at Brooklyn Col-
lege.

He later performed in 
several professional dance 
companies and worked as 
a fund-raiser for the New 
York City Ballet and the 
New York City Opera, but 
jetéd back across the river 
in 1967 to take over the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic — then a largely forgot-
ten 106-year-old performing 
arts institution on the edge 
of economically-depressed 
Fort Greene.

Lichtenstein re-branded 
the facility as “BAM” and 
shepherded its rebirth as 
a preeminent venue for 
music, theater, and dance, 
bringing to its stages such 

iconic performers and cho-
reographers as Graham, 
Alvin Ailey, Merce Cun-
ningham, Philip Glass, 
Mark Morris, and Twyla 
Tharp.

But snobby Manhattan 
audiences didn’t necessar-
ily come with them at fi rst 
— a critic once said he’d 
rather wait to see Graham 
perform in London instead 
of crossing the East River 
for her show in Fort Greene, 
Lichtenstein recalled in 
the 2001 book “Brooklyn: A 
State of Mind.”

“I started here in 1967 
and the place didn’t really 
come together until about 
1980,” he told the authors. 
“It was hard, it was discour-
aging. Merce Cunningham 
was here with a wonderful 
program and drew just 400 
people to the 2,000-seat the-
ater.”

Lichtenstein said he 
eventually made his mark 
by creating the theater’s 
famed Next Wave Festival 

— still a vital annual show-
case for avant-garde drama 
and dance. 

There were more con-
crete changes, too. Under 
Lichtenstein’s leadership, 
the Academy revitalized the 
old Majestic Theater on Ful-
ton Street — later renamed 
the BAM Harvey Theater in 
his honor — and added the 
four-screen BAM Rose Cin-
emas and the BAMcafe per-
formance space to the main 
building in the ’90s.

One of Lichtenstein’s 
fondest dreams was to 
create an entire cul-
tural district around the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music, and after retir-
ing in 1999, he immersed 
himself in developing 
Brooklyn’s very own 
Great White Way, usher-
ing in the Mark Morris 
Dance Center in 2001, the 
BAM Fisher Building in 
2012, and most recently 
the Theater for a New Au-
dience’s Polonsky Shake-
speare Center in 2013. 

“His vision created the 
BAM Cultural District and 
changed that landscape for 
the better,” said Markow-
itz. “What more can I say? 
What a life.”

Curtain call

HARV IN CHARGE: (Above) Har-
vey Lichtenstein at his offi ce 
inside the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music. (Left) The BAM Harvey 
Theater on Fulton Street. 
 File photo

Harvey Lichtenstein, arts icon, dead at 87
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Time to make the donuts!

Locals with a need 
for speed played hooky 
and treated MCU Park’s 
snow-covered parking 
lot as their own personal 
racetrack during Winter 
Storm Niko last Thurs-
day. Thrill seekers fl oored 
it and did donuts on the 
yet-to-be-plowed lot — the 
perfect way to spend the 
snow day, said one speed 
demon. 

“It’s the best feel-
ing in the world to put 
the peddle to the metal 
and spin around in the 

snow,” said Coney Is-
lander Steve, who would 
not give his last name 
because he was driving 
his company’s truck. “I 
come here every year. 
A bunch of locals do. It’s 
just really fun.”

The car park has be-
come a popular spot to 
drift in the snow in recent 
years, according to locals 
who grab friends and tear 
up the powder-covered 
pavement for hours. 

Half a dozen trucks 
and drifters cruised 
the parking lot, spray-
ing snow while plowmen 

worked around the road-
sters. 

“Yeah, we’re really 
not supposed to be here, 
but the guys who plow 
the parking lot give us a 
lot of leeway,” said Ben-
sonhurster Milan Glosik, 
whose Jeep is outfi t-
ted with mud tires that 
let him rip through the 
slippery fl uff. “It’s just a 
great open space. It’d be a 
shame not to.” 

But the staff at MCU 
Park were not exactly 
pleased with the im-
promptu racing. It usu-
ally takes about four 

hours to clear the ball-
park’s sprawling lot, but 
the donut-makers com-
pound the task by com-
pacting the snow, said 
one worker. 

“It’s not so great for us 
trying to clear the lot be-
cause they’re compacting 
the snow and sheets of ice 
will form a lot quicker,” 
said a MCU Park worker 
who declined to give his 
name because he did not 
have permission to speak 
to the press. “But hey, I 
get the urge. If I wasn’t 
working, I’d probably join 
them.” 

OUT FOR A SPIN: Bensonhurster Milan Glosik is all set for donuts in MCU Park’s parking lot. 
 Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

BY COLIN MIXSON
Give ’em a pad on the back.

The Parks Department in-
stalled special padding last 
Thursday along the dreaded 
chain-link fence located peril-
ously close to the base of Sun-
set Park’s popular sledding 
hill. And it’s a snow-day mir-
acle, because the fence has 
earned a bad reputation over 
the years for shredding tots as 
they plummet at break-neck 
speeds into the metal mesh, 
according to one dad.

“I’ve heard people have bro-
ken limbs sliding into the fence, 
so it’s nice to see the Parks De-
partment put some barriers 
up,” said Sunset Park dad Doug 
Happ, who hit the slopes there 
with his kids.

The high winds and con-
tinuing snow Thursday morn-

ing kept the hill from being 
completely overtaken by sled-
ders, but a handful of die-hard 
wintertime fun-seekers could 
be found there braving the 
cold and bouncing harmlessly 
off the special padding.

The new pads were not in-
stalled along the full length of 
the fence, but the few sledders 
there had no problems clustering 
around the orange speed breaks.

The Parks Department has 
placed hay bales around the 
fence in the past, but are using 
the new orange padding blocks 
as a more sustainable option 
for keeping kids in one piece, 
according to Brooklyn parks 
commissioner Martin Maher.

“This park is a beloved des-
tination when it snows, and we 
decided to try something new 
this year,” he said.

Catcher in 
the white

PAD-INGTON BEAR-IER: The Parks Department installed padding at 
the base of Sunset Park’s popular sledding hill, which protects kids from 
smashing into the chain-link fence. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

The Fast and the 
Furious: MCU Drift

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They stormed the beaches!

Hot-blooded swimmers 
braved the nearly freez-
ing waters of Coney Island 
beach as Winter Storm Niko 
slammed the seashore. It was 
their sworn duty as members 
of the Polar Bears Club to 
embrace the fl akes and take 
a dive, said one swimmer. 

“Well, polar bears are his-
torically known for living in 

the cold, so it’s only right that 
we embrace the weather,” 
said Marine Parker Bill Brad-
ley, who took a long lunch 
break from work to make it 
out. “This doesn’t count to-
ward our weekly swims, but 
it defi nitely goes toward our 
personal cred.”

Ten swimmers trekked 
from across the borough to 
the People’s Playground, 
disrobed, and shot into the 

frigid waters — some even 
clad in bikinis. It was a re-
juvenating experience, even 
more so than usual, said one 
seasoned swimmer.

“I feel like I’m alive. I left 
all my problems over there 
in the water,” said Midwood 
resident Lina Oleynikova, 
who is originally from just 
outside of Moscow, Russia, 
where she would regularly 
break the ice of frozen lakes 

to take dips. “I feel brand 
new, fresh, and happy.” 

The polar bears took the 
plunge at noon during the 
thick of the storm, fearing if 
they waited any longer they 
might be breaking the law.

“Let’s put it this way, 
it’s not illegal till it’s a bliz-
zard,” said Coney Islander 
Eddie Mark, who is the dis-
trict manager of Community 
Board 13. 

ICE DAY FOR A SWIM: Even veteran polar bears winced in the 
chilly water. Eddie Mark

‘Polar Bears’ take a mid-storm dip

Drivers do snowy donuts in ball fi eld’s parking lot

Parks Dept.’s new bumpers protect 
sledding kiddies from hitting fence
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Featuring the complete line
of designer dresses by:

Joan Calabrese for Mon Cheri

Exclusive designs for Lester’s by:

Christie Helene

Accessories by:

Adriana, Christie Helene,
Anja’s Dream and Nan & Jan

BOYS SUITS by Andrew Marc
SHIRTS by DKNY,

Michael Kors & Ragazzo

BROOKLYN
ONLY

718.645.4501 x12

718.645.4501 x12

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service

24/7 Service
Low Rates Clean Service

W E  U N C L O G

 

We Pump out Floods
Residential and Commercial

 Serving all Brooklyn, Manhattan, Staten Island, 
Queens, Bronx, New Jersey

917 858 3579

ROYAL FLUSH

In Line Video 
Inspections

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re the merchants of 
doomed!

The Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens stretch of Flat-
bush Avenue is marred by 
long-empty storefronts as 
landlords wait for gentri-
fi cation to bring higher-
paying upscale retailers, 
according to local shop-
keepers, who say the blight 
is bad for business.

“When you have less 
businesses open, you have 
less people coming here 
to shop,” said Shelley 
Kramer, vice president of 
the Parkside Empire Flat-
bush Avenue Merchants 
Association and owner 
of Play Kids toy store. “If 
you’re walking down the 
street and there’s a busi-
ness at every door, it’s 
more appealing.”

There are currently 22 
vacant commercial spaces 
along the 10-block stretch 

of Flatbush Avenue be-
tween Empire Boulevard 
and Parkside Avenue 
represented by the mer-
chants association, many 
of which have been empty 
for a year of more, accord-
ing to Kramer. 

She believes the land-
lords are letting long-time 
tenants go, and are waiting 
for higher-end businesses 
to arrive when planned 
luxury residential proper-
ties open up — but that is 
still a ways off. 

“They’re asking for 
$7,000 a month and there 
are no businesses looking 
to open in this area that 
can afford that,” Kramer 
said. “The demographic 
and the clientele are not 
here yet.”

Beyond the aesthetics, it 
is also a problem for local 
businesses because many 
aren’t aware that their 
landlords could follow suit 

once their leases conclude, 
and the merchants asso-
ciation is offering advice 
and legal expertise to help 
those shopkeepers renego-
tiate their terms, Kramer 
said.

But that will only ben-
efi t stores with renewal 
options built into their 
contracts — those without 
them are at the mercy of 
their landlords, who aren’t 
beholden to the types of 
laws that protect residen-
tial tenants from eviction, 
she said.

“Residential tenants 
have more rights to stand 
on,” Kramer said. “All we 
have is the lease.”

Hoping to drive legal 
change, the merchants as-
sociation invited Council-
man Mathieu Eugene (D–
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens) 
on a tour of its Flatbush Av-
enue territory on Feb. 13, 
where the clusters of empty 

storefronts struck the lo-
cal lawmaker as a serious 
problem.

“This is an emer-
gency,” Eugene said. “We 
have to fi nd a solution to 
help them protect their 
businesses.”

The pol claimed he is 

working on two bills to 
help small businesses hang 
onto their leases, but re-
fused to give any specifi cs, 
leaving the local business 
advocates skeptical that he 
is capable of accomplish-
ing timely and effective 
change. 

“He didn’t say what they 
were, which makes me a 
little nervous knowing 
how long it takes to get bills 
passed,” Kramer said.

Numerous landlords of 
vacant storefronts on the 
stretch did not return re-
quests for comment.

CLOSED FOR BUSINESS: Shelley Kramer, vice president of Parkside Empire Flatbush Avenue Mer-
chants Association, is spreading the word about the 22 vacant storefronts plaguing Flatbush Avenue 
in Prospect-Lefferts Gardens. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Dim Prospect
Merchants: Strip blighted by long-vacant storefronts
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18 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make 
your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum 
opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower 
than above.  $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer 

Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

1.65
APY*

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNew o

BY MAX JAEGER
A Brooklyn pol falsely 
claimed that several of 
the 9-11 hijackers lived in 
Bay Ridge before crash-
ing planes into the World 
Trade Center. State Sen. 
Martin Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) made the bogus 
statement while defending 
President Trump’s immi-
gration ban on WNYC last 
Thursday.

“A number of them that 
drove the planes into the 
— 9-11 — into the build-
ing at World Trade Center 
that killed 3,000 Americans 
— are you ready for this? 
They were in this commu-
nity, they lived here in Bay 
Ridge, they were visiting in 
this community,” Golden 
told host Brian Lehrer.

That number is zero, ac-
cording to offi cial reports, 
and Golden sounds a lot like 
a certain White House advi-
sor who  invented a terror at-
tack on U.S. soil  while also 
defending the President’s 
ban, according to a local im-
migration activist.

“That’s completely a lie. 
He’s like New York’s Kelly-
anne Conway, and we don’t 
need anyone like that,” 
said native Bay Ridgite 
Murad Awawdeh, who also 
heads the Muslim Demo-
cratic Club of New York. 
“For him to make a state-
ment like that — he’s ped-
dling fear.” 

A rep from Golden’s 
(right) offi ce later said the 
senator had mixed up the 
deadliest attack on Amer-
ican soil, in which 2,996 
people died, with the World 
Trade Center’s 1993 bomb-
ing that killed six.

“He didn’t make it up, 
he mis-spoke,” said chief 
of staff John Quaglione. 
“When he said ‘9-11,’ he was 
thinking ‘World Trade Cen-
ter bombing,’ but it didn’t 
come out. He had his inci-
dents mixed up.”

Only one of the six men 
convicted in the 1993 bomb-
ing, Mahmud Abouhalima, 
 lived in Bay Ridge , accord-
ing to a New York Times ac-
count following bombing.

The Bay Ridge portion of 

Golden’s district is home to 
the borough’s largest con-
centration of Muslims, and 
Arabs constitute the neigh-
borhood’s second-largest 
ethnic group, according to 
census data.

Boro’s ties to 9-11
The 600-page 9/11 Com-

mission report meticu-
lously traces the 19 hijack-
ers as they crisscrossed 
the U.S. in the months lead-
ing up to the attacks, but it 
does not mention any liv-
ing in Brooklyn, let alone 
Bay Ridge.

A few media accounts 
that emerged in the days 
after the tragedy tenuously 
connected two hijackers to 
the borough.

An anonymous Justice 
Department source told the 
Associated Press in 2001 
that Mohamed Atta, who 
fl ew American Airlines 
Flight 11 into the North 
Tower of the World Trade 
Center, entered the U.S. via 
New Jersey in 2000,  briefl y 
stayed in a Brooklyn hotel  
before moving to the Bronx 
and then Florida for fl ight 
school.

Pilot Ziad Jarrah, who 
crashed United Flight 93 
into a Pennsylvania fi eld en 

route to the nation’s capitol, 
has an even murkier tie to 
the borough. His name ap-
pears on a lease for an un-
specifi ed Brooklyn apart-
ment between 1995 and 
1996,  according to a 2001 
Boston Globe article , which 
says landlords confi rmed a 
photo of Jarrah, but the hi-
jacker’s family said he was 
living in Beirut.

Jarrah — a native of 
Lebanon, which is not on 
the President’s travel ban 
— fi rst showed signs of 
radicalization in late 1996 
while attending university 
in Germany, and he trained 
to fl y planes in Florida, ac-
cording to the 9-11 Commis-
sion’s report, which makes 
no mention of Jarrah ever 
living in Brooklyn.

Golden’s claim may be 
bogus, but the cop-turned-
legislator is stoking real 
fear among Bay Ridge’s 
Muslims, Awawdeh said.

“We don’t need more 
incitement — especially 
in Bay Ridge, especially 
with the ‘Muslim ban’ 
that was put in place,” he 
said. “And someone who’s 
a former law-enforcement 
agent who’s doing crazy 
s---, that should unsettle 
anyone.”

FALSE ALARM!

NOT TRUE: State Sen. Marty Golden falsely claimed that several 
9-11 hijackers lived in Bay Ridge. File photo

Pol made up Bay Ridge’s 9-11 connection 
while defending Trump’s travel ban
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BY LAUREN GILL
She’ll do the voodoo that 
she brews so well! 

A Sunset Park brewer 
will launch her new tap-
room and a new stout beer 
called “Voodoo Juice” 
early next month with a 
party featuring free sam-
ples of the black brew. The 
opening party, in Industry 
City on March 4, comes at 
the end of New York City 
Beer Week, and the woman 
behind it says that she is 
excited to tap the fi rst keg 
in front of an audience of 
brewers and beer fans. 

“I’m excited to come 
out strong out of the gate 
and to show off the busi-
ness,” said Katarina Mar-
tinez, the owner of Lineup 
Brewing.

The new brew is a chili 
chocolate malt stout — a 
combination that might 
seem daunting, but Mar-
tinez said it goes down 
smooth and will have guz-
zlers coming back for more. 

“It’s only four percent 
beer, so we want people 
to drink more than one of 
them,” she said. “It has a 
little bit of heat, but not too 
much, and a bit of residual 
sweetness from the lactose 
and rich chocolatey malt.”

Along with all of the 

free Voodoo Juice you can 
drink, Lineup’s opening 
party will serve a pale ale 
made especially for Beer 
Week and two other beers 
from Long Island brewery 
Great South Bay, its part-
ner for the event. 

Lineup recently moved 
into a warehouse space 
that it shares with Indus-

try City Distillery, which 
 opened a tasting room for 
its vodka and gin drinks 
in 2015 . For the launch 
party, the sixth-fl oor bar 
has installed several beer 
taps, and locals cannot 
wait to see them fl owing 
with suds, said Martinez. 

“People are really ex-
cited, they see the taps and 

they want beer,” she said. 
The tasting room is 

currently open on Friday 
and Saturday nights, but 
Martinez — who just quit 
her day-job — plans to ex-
pand the hours through-
out the week. 

Martinez, who moved 
to Sunset Park from Colo-
rado, has made a name for 
herself as the only woman 
in Brooklyn to operate her 
own brewery solo. The 
only thing that matters 
is a passion for brewing, 
says Martinez, no matter 
the gender, but she hopes 
that her example will help 
women feel more comfort-
able ordering a beer in-
stead of a vodka soda. 

“I want women to drink 
what they like without it 
being some sort of boys’ 
club,” she said.

And she wants men and 
women to crowd into Line-
up’s taproom to test the 
new drink. The bash comes 
right after Mardi Gras, but 
Martinez promises that 
it will be just as wild as a 
party in the Big Easy.

“Voodoo Juice” release 
party at Lineup Brewing 
(33 35th St., sixth fl oor, be-
tween Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park). 
March 4 at 3 pm. Free.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

hear about celebrities, but 
never about the locals in 
the community, so we de-
cided to put this show to-
gether.”

Chalmers and her 
two friends and co-hosts, 
Amantha Chery and Ca-
mille J. Cruz, use the show 
to discuss trending topics 
and chat with a guest each 
week, while a fi eld reporter 
gets the millennial-on-the-
street opinion.

Chalmers started the 
project after noticing a 
trend of  doom-and-gloom 
stories  about millennials 
facing a destroyed job mar-
ket and ruinous student 
loans.

“What I’ve noticed is a 
pattern and it’s how we all 
need to fend for ourselves,” 
she said. “The concept is 
for millennials and by mil-
lennials and our perspec-
tives on different topics. 
We’re going to be talking 
about the good things and 
the great things.”

Millennial concerns in-
clude more than skinny 
jeans, selfi es, and emojis, 
said Chalmers. 

“On our fi rst episode 
we discussed fi nance, how 
to make sure you always 
have money, and being on a 
budget,” she said. “We need 
to be making sure that we 

are fi nancially stable while 
still pushing towards our 
dreams, relationships, and 
health.”

The show, fi lmed at Bric 
Studios in Fort Greene, 
also showcases the abili-
ties of young Brooklyn art-
ists and entrepreneurs.

“There are so many tal-
ents out there that are not 
being highlighted,” she 
said. “I want people to see 
who we bring onto the show. 
If someone is looking for a 
makeup artist or a beauty 
specialist, instead of going 
to MAC they can fi nd some-
one in the community who 
also does makeup.”

And even though the 
show is geared towards her 
generation, Chalmers said 
that olds might still learn a 
thing or two from it.

“The show is inspi-
rational for anyone who 
wants to watch a show 
with different perspec-
tives than people have 
in their age group,” she 
said. “It can be very in-
formative on different top-
ics, and even if you have 
a different view on cer-
tain discussions we have, 
the reality is this is what 
we’re going through and 
we want to inspire you to 
have an open mind.”

“Tha L Spot” airs on 
Brooklyn Free Speech 
Channel 3 (Spectrum 1998, 
Verizon Fios 44) on Thurs-
days at noon and 10 pm. 

THEY’RE A LITTLE GREEN: The hosts of “Tha L Spot,” Jessica 
Lanice, left, and Camille Jay, center, interview a guest on their new 
public access show for millennials, by millennials. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 1 

TALK SHOW

RAISE A GLASS: Brewer Katarina Martinez stands behind the 
bar of her taproom with a glass of the pale ale she will serve at 
Lineup’s Beer Week extravaganza on March 4. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY LAUREN GILL
Brooklyn’s got buzz!

New York City Beer 
Week is an annual eight-
day celebration of suds, 
and this year the beer 
bash will hold all of its ma-
jor events — and dozens 
of smaller gatherings — 
in the borough of Kings! 

To help you sort through 
the frothy offerings or-
ganized by the New York 
City Brewer’s Guild, we 
have put together this list 
of highlights from the hop-
piest week of the year. 

Bottle opener
The week-long ale ex-

travaganza kicks off with 
the Opening Bash Invi-
tational on Feb. 25. City 
brewers have invited 
some of their favorite beer 
creators from the region 
— and one brewer from 
Sweden, making it an one-
night international beer 
festival. Visitors will get a 

glass for unlimited tastes 
from more than 50 brew-
eries, including Brook-
lyn beer producers Strong 
Rope, Other Half, Six-
point, Lineup, Folksbier, 
Wartega, Threes Brewing, 
Kings County Brewing 
Collective, Coney Island, 

New York City Beer Week stays in Brooklyn

Room with a brew
Lineup Brewing launches new beer and tasting spot

Continued on page 8
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Rozas, who recently re-
ceived a doctorate in elec-
tronic music from New 
York University, has pro-
grammed his electronics 
to adapt the style into a 
unique rhythm.

“I developed a software 
that is not based on west-
ern paradigms or linear 
vision,” he said. “I have a 
polyrhythmic sequencer 
and I’m using that to cre-
ate rhythms that are in-
fl uenced by Latin Amer-
ican music but also by 
experimental electron-
ics — more infl uenced by 
psychedelic cumbia and 
guitars.”

The Bedford-Stuyve-
sant singer, keyboard 
player, and guitarist 

formed La Mecanica 
Popular in 2011 with 
four like-minded music-
loving friends. He took 
the name from the Peru-
vian version of the maga-

zine Popular Mechanics, 
which he collected as a 
child.

“I always had it in my 
memory,” he said. “When 
I thought of making this 
salsa band that uses the 
element of experimental 
electronics it was the per-
fect name.”

The band found its 
sound through sponta-
neous exploring and re-
hearsals, said Rozas, 
and over the years their 
various influences have 
come together more and 
more.

“I would say in terms 
of the improvising that 
develops when you play 
with a lot of musicians, it 
becomes very organic and 
you start to know what 
the person next to you is 
going to do and their next 
step,” he said. “I think 

the electronic sounds 
and salsa rhythm have 
blended more and more 
organically, so that’s the 
only thing that’s changed 
over the years.”

But the band’s unique 
sound has not always been 
embraced by audiences, 
said Rozas.
“Our strengths and our 
challenge as band is that 
we are different. In the 
salsa world we are too 
psychedelic and experi-
mental, and in the ex-
perimental world we are 
too traditional. But think 
that’s our strength and 
what makes us unique,” he 
said.

La Mecánica Popular 
at Bric House [647 Ful-
ton St. at Rockwell Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 683–
5600, www.bricartsmedia.
org. Feb. 28 at 7 pm. Free.

Continued from page 1 

SALSA

the Brooklyn Brewery, and 
more.

Brooklyn Expo Center 
(72 Noble St. at Franklin 
St. in Greenpoint, www.
nycbeerweek.com). Feb. 25, 
5:30–9:30 pm. $55–$70. 

Swede song
Brooklyn Brewery will 

bring Swedish beer mak-
ers Nya Carnegie for the 
festivities and is planning 
to welcome them to the 
States with a “Swedish 
Sing-along” bar crawl. The 
night begins in the brew-
ery’s tasting room, where 
attendees will down a cou-
ple of beers before hitting 
the streets with songbooks, 
making stops to serenade 
neighborhood watering 
holes with Swedish pop 
hits. Tickets include a song-
book and one beer at each 
bar along the way. 

Brooklyn Brewery (79 
N. 11th St. at Wythe Ave. in 
Williamsburg, www.brook-
lynbrewery.com). Feb. 25 at 
6 pm. $20. 

Just brew it
Learn how to whip 

up your own beer at the 
“Homebrewing Workshop” 
hosted by expert Dailey 
Crafton. Along with learn-
ing the art of the brew, at-
tendees will also taste six 
popular beer styles created 
within the city.

Brooklyn Kitchen (100 
Frost St. at Meeker Ave. in 
Williamsburg, www.the-
brooklynkitchen.com). Feb. 
27 at 6:30 pm. $60. 

Living Easy 
Celebrate Fat Tuesday 

with Sixpoint Brewery at 
the “Mardi Gras Mambo” 
party. You can listen to 
live Cajun music, eat 
some southern cookin’, 
and sip beers from Six-
point’s tap takeover at 
this N’awlins-themed ex-
travaganza. 

Bar Chord (1008 Cor-
teylou Rd at. Coney Island 
Avenue in Ditmas Park, 
(347) 240–6033, www.bar-
chordnyc.com). Feb. 28 at 7 
pm. Free.

Spoiled for Choice
More than 40 breweries 

will craft custom beers for 
“NYC Brewer’s Choice,” 
the marquee event of New 
York City Beer Week. A 
ticket gets you all of the 
beer you can drink at this 
intimate event, plus access 
the brewers themselves 
and a chef’s table loaded 
with brisket, cheeses, and 
a raw bar. 

Food Science Academy 
at Long Island Univer-
sity (1 University Plaza at 
Flatbush Avenue Down-
town, www.nycbeerweek.
com). March 1, 6–9:30 pm. 
$80. 

Beware goggles!
Find someone who loves 

beer as much as you do at 
the special speed dating 
and drinking event “Tap 
That.” A ticket gets you at 
least fi ve rounds of awk-
ward dates, and a rare or 
unique craft brew with 
each round, along with ac-
cess to a post-event mixer 
with two-for-one drink spe-
cials. 

The Well (272 Meserole 
St. at Waterbury St. in Wil-
liamsburg, www.thewell-
brooklyn.com). March 2 at 
7:30 pm. $25.

BEER WEEK
Continued from page 6

CHEERS FOR BEERS: Samuel Richardson of the Other Half brew-
ery in Carroll Gardens will be among the many Brooklyn brewers at 
the Opening Bash of New York City Beer Week on Feb. 25.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY JAMES HARNEY
They were thinkin’ Lin-
coln!

Fourth-graders from 
Brooklyn Heights’ Packer 
Collegiate Institute 
dressed in beards, stove-
pipe hats, and ill-fi tting 
suits trekked to the distant 
island of Manhattan on 
Monday to celebrate Abra-
ham Lincoln’s 208th birth-
day. The young Rail Split-
ters recited the president’s 
famed Gettysburg Ad-
dress and answered ques-
tions from curious pass-
ersby, which their teacher 
say was educational for all 
involved.

“In telling others about 
Lincoln, my students un-
derstand Lincoln better 
themselves,” said educator 
Tim Jensen, whose fourth-
grade social studies classes 
have been performing such 
full-costume public read-
ings since 2009. 

Previous classes have 
performed inside the ma-
jestic central hall at Grand 
Central Station, but on 
Monday this year’s crop 
appeared at the new Ocu-
lus mall, where Jensen 
says it was easier to obtain 
permission for the perfor-

mance.
Each of the 22 doppel-

gangers recited a small por-
tion of the address, followed 
in turn by another class-
mate, and then another, un-
til they’d recited the entire 
iconic Civil War-era speech 
before an audience around 
100 commuters who stopped 
to listen.

The young Lincolns — 
all aged 9 or 10  — followed 
up their speech by holding 
up small signs that read, 

“Hello, it’s my birthday, ask 
me any question.” 

Some of the queries that 
came from the audience in-
cluded, “How tall are you?” 
“How many sons did you 
have?” and “When were 
you killed?” to which they 
answered 6-foot-4, four, 
and April 15, 1865, respec-
tively.

The kids say the exer-
cise really helped them 
memorize facts about Hon-
est Abe.

“Doing ‘Tiny Lincolns,’ 
you’re not just sitting and 
learning it, because if you 
just sit and learn, you forget 
it,” said one student. “But if 
you learn and dress up and 
tell people about it, it’s more 
fun that way. You’ll remem-
ber it more.”

And even the cosutmes 
helped, said another.

“If we were just in our 
normal clothes, it wouldn’t 
be ‘the part,’ it wouldn’t be 
Lincoln,” said the pupil. 

FROM THE MOUTH OF ABES: Fourth-graders from Downtown’s Packer Collegiate Institute per-
formed the Gettysburg Address in the outer borough of Manhattan on Feb. 13. Milo Hess

Young Mr. Lincolns
Packer Collegiate kids deliver adorable Gettysburg Address

RAISE THE ROOF: Rozas and 
his four bandmates explore 
new electronic sounds in-
spired by salsa and cumbia. 
music.
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Talk about an alteration!

The city will fi x up Bush 
Terminal and rent space to 
clothing designers and fi lm-
makers, offi cials announced 
on Feb. 14. Garment manu-
facturers are already fl eeing 
high rents in Manhattan, 
and the city thought it could 
put the fallow terminal to 
good use by dedicating it to 
displaced designers, accord-
ing to the deputy mayor for 
economic development.

“The businesses that 
want to manufacture in 
New York are facing very 
uncertain futures with re-
spect to their real estate, and 
that’s what the city can do. 
That’s the intervention we 
can make,” said Alicia Glen. 
“And there is no better place 
to do that than in Sunset 
Park. Many of these creative 
industries are already mov-
ing here. It’s already happen-
ing organically and we want 

to help move that along.” 
The Economic Devel-

opment Corporation will 
spend $136 million to re-
store two dilapidated build-
ings on 42nd Street near 
First Avenue to create 

roughly four football fi elds’ 
worth of garment-manu-
facturing space and will 
construct a new building 
devoted to production for 
fi lm and television. Some 
of the money will also pay 
for fi xed-up sidewalks and 
streetlights along First Av-
enue, as well as improve-
ments to the  notoriously 
hard-to-fi nd entrance of 
Bush Terminal Piers Park .

Offi cials expect to break 
ground in 2018 and have 
tenants moved in by 2020. 
The space could handle up 
to 35 garment manufac-
turers paying $16–$25 per 
square foot annually, ac-
cording to an Economic 
Development Corporation 
spokeswoman. For com-
parison, rents in Manhat-
tan’s “Garment District” 
have climbed from $38 per 
square foot in 2010 to as 
high as $73 per square foot, 
 according to a New York 

Times article .
New studios will offer 

fi lm and television produc-
tions high-ceilinged sound 
stages, offi cials said.

Mayor DeBlasio fi rst an-
nounced the project dur-
ing his Feb. 13 State Of 
The City address as a jobs 
booster and a part of his 
plan to create 100,000 jobs 
over the next 10 years. 

Sunset Park’s forthcom-

ing “Made in New York” 
campus, as the city is call-
ing it, aims to provide space 
for 1,500 jobs, but Hizzoner 
admitted that not all will be 
new, because established 
companies will continue to 
fl ee Manhattan for Brook-
lyn’s greener shores.

“Sure, some will come 
down from Manhattan, 
but that’s not the core of 
this vision,” said DeBlasio. 

“The core of the vision is to 
now open the possibility of 
a real rebound in garment 
manufacturing.”

The city is looking to 
overhaul several dilapi-
dated buildings in the Bush 
Terminal campus over the 
next few years, offi cials 
said — though it may be 
too late for one that was in 
such bad shape  it collapsed 
last year .

Changes looming

GROWING THE INDUSTRY: 
Mayor DeBlasio announced 
plans to create a Made in New 
York campus aimed at attract-
ing the garment and fi lm indus-
try to Sunset Park on Feb. 14. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: The city is looking to fi ll the manufacturing space with companies working 
in pattern-making and design.  Mayor’s Offi ce

City: Garment District coming to S’ Park
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Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

3 99 2 5 4 2
D10 1.99 99 K3.99

4 569 69 6979 79

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

L E T  OU R  FA M I LY  H E L P  YOU R  FA M I LY  

I N  YOU R  T I M E  OF  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month
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BY LAUREN GILL
Cobble Hill’s community 
board is reigniting its 
long-smoldering campaign 
to reopen the neighbor-
hood’s old fi rehouse ahead 
of a population boom — but 

fi rst it must rekindle a fi re 
inside Mayor DeBlasio!

 Hizzoner was famously 
arrested alongside  lo-
cal actor and former fi re-
fi ghter Steve Buscemi 
while protesting the clo-
sure of Engine 204 back 
in 2003, and members of 
Community Board 6 are 
hoping they can bring him 
on board by reawakening 
that white-hot passion for 
Brownstone Brooklyn’s 
Bravest.

“If the mayor was will-
ing to allow himself to be 
arrested for a cause that 
was close to his heart and 
important to our commu-
nity, he might take a fresh 
look at this issue now that 
there’s even more justifi -
cation for bringing back 
a fi rehouse,” said the pan-
el’s district manager Craig 
Hammerman.

Getting the DeGraw 
Street station up and run-
ning again is the board’s 
top request for the city’s 
recent 2018 budget — al-
though the community’s 
desire to bring it back  has 
never died down entirely  
since Mayor Bloomberg 
axed the fi rehouse as a 
cost-cutting measure 14 
years ago. 

 At the time , the city 
said nearby engines in 
Brooklyn Heights, Gow-
anus, and Red Hook could 
handle the extra heat. But 
 now that massive residen-
tial towers are looming 
on the horizon  at the old 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal campus, locals argue it 
is fi nally time to bring in 
some more heroes to serve 
the infl ux of new resi-
dents.

“With all of the new de-
velopment coming, we’re 
going to need more fi re-
houses,” said Amy Breed-
love, president of local 
civic group the Cobble Hill 
Association. 

To make matters more 
urgent, the old Engine 204 
fi rehouse is currently sit-
ting empty after a deal  to 
lease it to the now defunct 
Brooklyn Philharmonic 

fi zzled out  — hence “de-
funct” — and the board 
wants the city to reclaim 
it now before developers 
start circling.

If Hammerman can 
just sit down with DeBla-
sio to plead the commu-
nity’s case, he is positive 
he can set the blaze in the 
mayor’s belly alight once 
again.

“I’ve been pestering 
the mayor’s offi ce and 
they’ve been unable to get 
us any kind of response 
whatsoever,” he said. “It’s 
frustrating because we do 
believe that this issue is 
important to DeBlasio per-
sonally and if we can get 
to him he might actually 
have a strong opinion on 
the matter.” 

But DeBlasio’s ears 
aren’t burning. City Hall 
declined to comment and 
redirected questions to 
the Fire Department, 
which said there are no 
plans to reopen the sta-
tion anytime soon as the 
need just isn’t there, and 
claimed response times of 
nearby trucks are faster 
than most in the city — al-
though the agency refused 
to give exact fi gures.

And a local city-plan-
ning expert reluctantly 
agrees that modern ad-
vances in fi re safety means 
204 just isn’t needed any-
more.

“I was one of the peo-
ple who cried when they 
closed 204,” said Cobble 
Hill resident David Bur-
ney, a professor at Pratt 
Institute and the city’s for-
mer design and construc-
tion commissioner, who 
fondly remembers walk-
ing by Engine 204 with 
his kids and watching the 
fi remen wash their trucks. 
“But we don’t really need 
a fi rehouse there. The old 
brownstone fi rehouses 
were built in the days be-
fore there were sprinklers 
and fi re-safety precau-
tions.” 

Buscemi’s people did 
not return requests for 
comment. 

GOING DOWN IN A BLAZE OF GLORY: Then-Councilman Bill DeBlasio and still-actor Steve Buscemi 
link arms while protesting the closure of Engine 204 in 2003. File photo by Tom Callan

From the ashes
In Cobble Hill, residents try to reignite 

mayor’s passion for reopening Engine 204
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It bridges the gap be-
tween diner and restau-
rant food. 

The Bridgeview Diner 
in Bay Ridge, under new 
management for more 
than a year, continues to 
provide patrons with en-
hanced dining options 
that far exceed typical 
diner fare. 

“We break the barri-
ers,” is how general man-
ager Chris Kyriacou de-
scribes it.

With a menu stuffed 
with Italian entrees 
like chicken Francaise, 
veal picatta, penne alla 
vodka, eggplant parmi-
giana, and seafood fra 
diavolo, customers have 
learned they can come 
here for a lot more than 
waffles and sandwiches. 
They can enjoy a hearty 
Sunday dinner or week-
day feast.

The enhanced menu, 

the beautiful renovations, 
and the paved parking lot 
are all part of owner Dim-
itrios Kaloidis’s plan to 
invest for the long term. 
Unlike many diners in 
the borough and beyond 
that have closed shop, the 
Bridgeview Diner expects 
to stick around. 

“We will be here for a 

long time,” says Kyriacou.  
They prove it by in-

vesting in the commu-
nity, and are proud to 
donate to neighborhood 
churches and schools. It 
may be a gift certificate 
or perhaps a tray of food. 
When you’re part of the 
community, it is impor-
tant to be a good neigh-

bor, so the Bridgeview 
Diner does its part.

Customers will find 
the interior sparkling 
clean, often decorated for 
the season. A newly paved 
parking lot means they 
will have no trouble find-
ing a spot. Another man-
ager, Sam Singh, may be 
at the door to greet you. 

During the week, from 
4 to 10 pm, patrons can en-
joy a multi-course meal for 
$21.95 — soup, salad, en-
trée, and veggies included. 
Broiled filet of sole, turkey 
with all the trimmings, 
and homemade meatloaf 
with brown gravy are 
among the scrumptious 
possibilities. As portions 
are generous, it may cost 
more than that to cook the 
meal yourself, never mind 
the time spent preparing 
it. 

Sunday specials start 
at noon, and the long list 
of possibilities include a 

hearty barbecue chicken 
and ribs, served with salad 
or soup, potatoes, and veg-
etables. 

There is always an 
enormous selection of 
staples — burgers, wraps, 
paninis, appetizers, salad 
platters, soup, fun finger 
foods, and items for those 
who prefer to eat light.  

Pasta is cooked to or-
der, and includes favor-
ites like fettuccine al-
fredo, linguini with red or 
white clam sauce, and an-
gel hair with vegetables 
and a choice of chicken, 
salmon, or shrimp. 

Keeping with tradition, 
expect a tray of coleslaw, 
beets, and chickpeas to 
arrive at the table, along 
with a bulging basket of 
bread and crackers.

There is a full bar 
with many tantalizing 
wines, frozen margaritas, 
chocolate martinis, and 
sangria. Desserts beckon 

inside a showcase — huge 
black and white cookies, 
cheesecakes, and rainbow 
cookie cake, covered in 
chocolate. Black tie Oreo 
cake, red velvet, tiramisu, 
and lots of other goodies 
tempt. Enjoy them with 
cappuccino that’s served 
in a stemmed clear glass, 
overflowing with whipped 
cream, and adorned with 
a cinnamon stick. 

Kaloidis brings a 
wealth of experience to 
this endeavor as he is 
also the owner of the Flo-
ridian Diner in Brooklyn, 
and the Nevada, Georgia, 
and Terrace on the Park, 
all in Queens. 

Plan your next party 
here. The spacious cater-
ing room can accommo-
date up to 80 guests. 

Bridgeview Diner [9011 
Third Ave. between 90th 
and 91st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 680–9818]. 
Open 24/7.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bay Ridge’s Bridgeview Diner a step above the rest

Top Speakers 

Sunday, March 19th 10am – 3:30pm
Kingsway Events Center
2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229 (Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

SAVEdatethe Register to attend 
for FREE at

https://
eldercareexpo. 
eventbrite.com

Free Valet Parking  
Free Gifts  
Free Refreshments

Over 60 Booths
Great Food Opportunity 

To Interact
With 

Industry Leaders

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct a seminar
call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

SPONSORS:
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commute, according to the 
modern-day Ralph Kram-
den behind the wheel.

“I want to be part of the 
people’s routine. When they 
come on the bus they’ll see 
a friendly face everyday,” 
said James King, who 
drives school buses by day 
and also drives visitors to 
the Upstate Correctional 
Facility in Malone, NY, for 
conjugal visits. “If you give 
people a good ride, make 
them feel comfortable, 
they’ll come back.”

A one-way ride on 
King’s line will cost $5 — 
compared to $6.50 for the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority’s express 
bus — and a weekday com-
muter book will run Ridg-
ites $40 with the fi fth day of 
rides free. 

King expects to lure cus-
tomers with the prospect of 
a cheaper ride, he said.

“It’s all about giving 
people an affordable, reli-
able alternative,” he said. 
“The people out here just 
want something they can 
call their own.”

Bay Ridge has two 
Manhattan-bound express 
buses run by the transit au-
thority — the X27 to down-
town Manhattan and the 
X37 to midtown. 

King’s route — inspired 
by the now-defunct Metro 
Apple Express — will start 
at 97th and Third Avenue, 
wind through Brooklyn 
(making stops along the 
way), speed into the fi nan-
cial district, and wrap up 
in midtown. King will pick 
up straphangers along the 
route starting at 7:50 am 
and return the way he came 
starting at 5:20 pm, he said.

His fl agship engine is 

a 1985 General Motors bus 
with fi re-engine red pleather 
upholstery and a sleek, sil-
ver paint job. The bus is reg-
istered with the city and un-
dergoes safety inspections 
every six months — the 
most recent inspection was 
Feb. 7. King bought the set of 
wheels up in Massachusetts, 
where it ran as a campus 
shuttle for the University of 
Massachusetts, and restored 
the dilapidated bus to its for-
mer glory. 

“She needed some love, 
so I fi xed her up,” said King. 
“She has that old-school 
vibe. It makes people stop 
and take a peek.

we have a spike in robber-
ies, and we’d say, ‘Okay, 
well, who’s done this in the 
past?’ and more often than 
not, when it was brought 
to a successful conclusion, 
we were right that it was 
somebody that we knew al-
ready doing it.”

Total crimes went 
down from 1,413 to 949 
between 2015 and 2016 — 
33 percent, according to 
city data. The largest re-
duction was in robberies, 
which dropped from 275 
to 155. Shootings declined 
from 23 to 10 over the 
same period, following a 
citywide pattern.

Over in the 61st Pre-

cinct, cops are using num-
bers-driven policing to 
put a magnifying glass on 
criminal hot spots, accord-
ing to the precinct’s com-

manding offi cer. 
“Every day, I sit here and 

read every complaint report 
that comes in through the 
precinct. If I see, I look on a 
map, and we see crime hap-
pening in a certain area, 
people calling 911 in a cer-
tain area, that’s where we 
put our conditions team, my 
crime team … that’s where 
they focus at,” said Deputy 
Inspector Winston Faison. 
“They make some good ar-
rests, and crime drops. It’s 
simple.”

Overall incidents fell 
from 1,459 crimes reported 
to 1,174 — a 21.5-percent de-
crease, according to data 
from the city. The 61st’s 
biggest drop was in bur-
glaries — 2015 saw 339 
break-ins, and that num-
ber dropped to 184.

MAN OF THE STATION: Deputy 
Inspector Winston Faison of 
the 61st Precinct, which is now 
number three in the city for 
crime reduction in 2016.  
 File photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued from page 1 

CRIME

Continued from page 1 

BUS

RALPH KRAMDEN INCARNATE: Bensonhurst bus driver James 
King is launching a Bay Ridge express bus into Manhattan for tran-
sit-starved Ridgites. Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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