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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They’re hungry for king 
cake!

The Hungry March 
Band will once again rock 
the Bell House for its an-
nual Mardi Gras Bash on 
Feb. 28. The Brooklyn brass 
band known for marching 
in the streets in support 

of political causes always 
looks forward to Fat Tues-
day, said one long-time 
member. 

“Mardi Gras is one of 
the few holidays we do ev-
ery year,” said Jason Can-
dler, who has played saxo-
phone with the band for 
17 years. “The brass band 

tradition of Mardi Gras is 
way older than us and it’s 
great to be part of that tra-
dition.”

The Hungry March 
Band formed to play the 
Coney Island Mermaid Pa-
rade in 1997, and the loose 
collective of brass play-

BY COLIN MIXSON
Hold your horses!

Kensington Stables — the only 
place where Brooklynites can 
rent a stallion to gallop through 
Prospect Park — is being fl ogged 
off in a bankruptcy sale, and the 
local councilman is getting on 
his high horse by vowing to block 
any residential development on 
the site unless local jockeys can 
stay in the saddle.

“I’m chomping at the bit to 
preserve horses in the park,” 
said Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Kensington).

But the property’s broker 
says the neigh-saying pol may be 
putting the cart before the horse 
— the cash-strapped stable’s Ca-
ton Place barn was slated to go 
on the block last Thursday with 
a starting price of $2 million, but 
now a dark-horse potential buyer 
willing to preserve the pony pal-
ace has entered the fray, and the 
auction is off until further no-
tice.

“There’s no bid deadlines, no 
auction dates, we’re just focus-
ing right now on this interested 
party,” said Marc Yaverbaum 
of MYC and Associates, who is 
managing the stable sale.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city must repair a di-
lapidated, uneven stair-
case on 76th Street, Bay 
Ridgites are demand-
ing. The Department of 
Transportation, which is 
responsible for maintain-
ing the steps, claims it de-
molished and completely 
rebuilt them in 2014, but 

local leaders say that’s 
not true and now contend 
the walkway between Co-
lonial Road and Ridge 
Boulevard poses a seri-
ous safety risk for pedes-
trians, according to the 
district manager of Com-
munity Board 10.

“The steps on 76th Street 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 6Continued on page 10

Sideshow vs. 
Trump in play

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s better down where it’s wetter 
— take it from freaks!

A glam rock retelling of “The 
Little Mermaid” will cast its fairy 
tale characters as sideshow freaks 
who must do battle with wicked 
real estate tycoon Fred Trump 
— the father of President Trump. 
“Freaks Don’t Cry,” which opens 
at Coney Island USA on March 3, 
is a fairy tale mash-up that also 
pulls back the curtain on a tu-
multuous time in Coney Island’s 
history, said its director.

“It’s this fusion of Hans 
Christian Andersen’s ‘The Lit-
tle Mermaid’ and the history of 
the Coney Island sideshow strug-
gling during this time,” said 
Kendra Slack. “And so you have 
the historical context of the side-
show dying with people trying 
to preserve their home and what 
makes it unique, and this explo-
ration of the idea of freakness, 
being the other, and the idea of 

Continued on page 5
CUTS LIKE A KNIFE: The “Freaks Don’t Cry” adaptation of “The Little Mermaid” uses a fl oor of broken glass to symbol-
ize the pain felt by the mermaid character every time she takes a step.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

QUEEN CAKE: Magician 
Tanya Solomon will host 
the costume contest at the 
Mardi Gras Bash.

FREAKS OUT!Pony up!

‘Hungry’ for Mardi GrasStairway to heck! 
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Kensington Stables 
bankrupt, for sale
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.for the NNNew Yor

You’re Invited

Please Join Us For An Educational Event.
Hear from an MS expert and learn 

about an oral treatment option for relapsing MS.

PLEASE RSVP:

*Registration is limited to two people per RSVP. Photo ID may be requested at event entrance.
Complimentary parking or valet available. A light meal or snack may be provided.

Date and Time: 
03/01/2017 at 12:00 PM
Speaker: 

 
 Mazurek Memory Systems, Inc.

Location: Pescada 
1776 Ocean Avenue, 
Brooklyn, NY 11230
Event Code: 
TR405358 (1366297)

Copyright © 2015 
GZUS.MS.15.051423(2)

BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about a warm and fuzzy 
feeling! 

A Cobble Hill family was 
almost moved to tears when 
an anonymous neighbor re-
placed their kid’s lost lamb 
toy, responding to adorable 
“missing” signs the rug rat 
put up around the neighbor-
hood.

“Everybody was close to 
tears, all three of my kids 
thought it was the coolest 
thing,” said 6-year-old El-
liot Flaccus’s mom Casey 
Moore. “They couldn’t be-
lieve that someone would 
be so kind to send a stuffed 

animal to somebody that 
they didn’t even know.” 

The Henry Street 
youngster misplaced his 
beloved pal Lamby on the 
way to the playground 
on Feb. 8, and made the 
signs featuring a hand-
drawn depiction of the 
missing toy and the mes-
sage “Not real does not 
have a tag,” as  fi rst re-
ported  by local blog Par-
don Me For Asking. 

Two days later, the 
family received an Am-
azon box with a new 
stuffed sheep inside and 

Ewe’ve got mail!
Kindhearted Cobble Hillian anonymously 

replaces local boy’s missing lamb toy

NEW FRIEND: An anonymous 
neighbor sent over (above) this 
new Lamby after young Elliot (top 
right, with sister Isla) posted hand-
drawn posters of his missing toy 
around their neighborhood.  

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn soul-pop band 
Lake Street Dive will play 
the June 7 opening night of 
this year’s Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival, the an-
nual kind-of-free summer 
concert series in Prospect 
Park.

The band may be less 
of a household name than 
previous headliners such 
as  Chaka Khan  and  Janelle 
Monae , but organizers say 
the four-piece is rocketing 
to fame right now.

“Their last proper per-

formance sold out Radio 
City Music Hall, which I 
don’t think Chaka Khan 
could do at this point in 
her career,” said the fes-
tival’s executive producer 
Jack Walsh.

The ensemble’s sound 
blends jazz, folk, rock, and 
soul, and should really 
kick off the coming of the 
concert series with a bang, 
Walsh said.

“We want to make sure 
everyone has a rollick-
ing good time on open-
ing night, and we think 

they really fit the bill,” he 
said.

Celebrate Brooklyn, or-
ganized by local arts insti-
tution Bric, has taken over 
Prospect Park’s Bandshell 
every summer since 1979, 
and features both free and 
paid shows.

Bric is staying tight-
lipped on the other gra-
tis gigs — those will be 
announced in May — but 
tickets for the Shins on 
June 15, and Conor Oberst 
on July 20 are already on 
sale.

Brooklyn band is headlining
Prospect Park music fest

Continued on page 4
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BY LAUREN GILL
Fulton Street bus riders 
may fi nally get to experi-
ence life in the fast lane!

The city wants to add 
dedicated bus lanes for 
the B25 and B26 between 
Lafayette Street in Fort 
Greene and Grand Avenue 
in Clinton Hill, because 
the people-movers keep 
getting stuck in rush-hour 
traffi c, a rep told Commu-
nity Board 2’s transporta-
tion committee meeting 
last Thursday night. 

“There’s a fair amount 
of traffi c on Fulton Street 
and parking activity 
that’s problematic to the 
bus,” said Department of 
Transportation spokes-
man Kyle Gebhart. 

There are already 
coach lanes on the stretch 
between Boerum Place 
Downtown and Lafayette 
Street, but the buses then 
join regular traffi c and 
often get bogged down at 
peak hours when com-
peting with drivers mak-
ing turns, parking, and 
— worst of all — double 
parking, Gephart said. 

“The biggest issue is a 
lot of double parking that 
happens,” he said. “This 
is a safety issue and also 
slows down the bus quite 
a bit.”

Around 20,000 com-
muters rely on the lines 
every day — often choos-
ing them over the C train 
because they come more 
frequently, he said. 

 The idea  is in its early 
stages so there are few 
specifi cs, and committee 
members stressed that 
it is really important for 
the agency to fi nd out how 
many parking spaces the 
lanes will usurp and how 
it will affect the many 
businesses along the bus-
tling commercial corri-
dor. 

“This is a strong, 
heavy commercial dis-
trict so we’d be interested 
in seeing how this is go-
ing to work,” 
said committee 
member John 
Dew. 

Along with 
the bus lane, 
the city also 
wants to make 
the street 
safer for foot-
based commut-
ers by adding 
“neckdowns” 
— painted on 
sidewalk ex-
tensions — to 
shorten pedes-
trian crossings 
at around 10 lo-

cations between S. Port-
land Avenue and Grand 
Avenue.

Drivers fatally hit 
eight people on the street 
between 2011 and 2015, 
and injured another 67, 
according to city data.

But several locals said 
they didn’t need the new 
additions because traffi c 
on residential blocks is al-
ready calm enough. 

“There’s no bene-
fi t, you’re just wasting 
money,” said Fort Greener 
Lucy Koteen. 

Others claimed the 
neckdowns will just get in 
the way of speeding cars, 
while some drivers will 
try to use them as park-

ing spaces. 
“What happens when 

it’s a little bit of a wider 
street is that cars are go-
ing a bit faster and they 
make that turn a little 
fast,” said Hilda Cohen, 
a Fort Greene resident 
and committee member. 
“You have to make sure 
it doesn’t become a pro-
tected parking spot.”

The city only presented 
the plan to the committee 
to get its feedback, and 
will survey more resi-
dents this winter before 
developing a complete 
plan and presenting it 
to the board for a vote in 
the spring, according to 
Gephart.

PLOWING THROUGH: The B26 bus navigates through rush-hour traffi c on Fulton Street between Carlton and Lafayette av-
enues.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
He went to a wedding, but 
didn’t mean to say “I do.”

State Sen. Kevin Parker (D-
Park Slope) is under fi re over 
revelations that he voted in fa-
vor of a bill prohibiting cities 
from declaring “sanctuary” 
status for undocumented im-
migrants last summer. But the 
pol, who represents many im-
migrants in Flatbush and part 
of Kensington, is claiming it 
was just an accident — he was 
off offi ciating friends’ nup-
tials during the vote, and got 
marked as a supporter due to 
arcane rules that count some-
one present for the session but 
not there for the actual vote as 
a “yes.”

“I didn’t vote for it — I had 
to leave because I was offi ciat-
ing a wedding and that was not 
the last day to vote, it was the 
bleed-over day,” he said. “I was 
marked ‘yes’ because I wasn’t 
there.”

Parker is one of four senate 
Democrats whose votes helped 
pass the legislation through 
the senate in June 2016, and a 
similar bill is now back on the 
fl oor — this time with far more 
eyes on it due to President 
Trump’s plan to deport more 
undocumented immigrants 
and to pull federal funds from 
places that offer them sanctu-
ary. 

But Parker claims his vote 
is really in the spotlight now 
due to a smear campaign from 
members of the Independent 
Democratic Conference — a 
breakaway group of senate 
Democrats that partners with 
Republicans — who are try-
ing to avert negative attention 
from themselves.

“This is much ado about 
nothing and an attempt by 
renegade Democrats to de-
flect from their interest in 
disempowering the black 
and Latino community with 
my vote from late 2016,” said 
Parker. 

But local immigrant lead-
ers say it is much ado about 
something when a pol is too 
busy with a friend’s wedding 
to realize he’s voting against 
his own constituents.

“A politician is supposed 
follow this and you have to 
make sure you know what you 

are doing — that’s why you’re 
in the state senate,” said Mam-
nunul Haq, a longtime Kens-
ington resident and leader in 
the local Bangladeshi commu-
nity. “We the people, the com-
munity, are depending the pol-
iticians — that’s their job, we 
voted them to keep us safe and 
do better for us.”

Parker insists he does 
support making New York 
City and State sanctuaries, 
and pointed to his past sup-
port for the New York Dream 
Act, the Domestic Workers 
Bill of Rights, and providing 
voting materials in Haitian 
Creole as proof of what side 
he is on.

“I represent the largest 
concentration of Caribbean 
immigrants outside of the Ca-
ribbean — half of the consul 
generals from the Caribbean 
live in my district — so how to 
do I become a 15-year incum-
bent unless I have an impec-
cable record on immigration?” 
he said. “My history and re-
cord on issues around immi-
grants and immigration speak 
for themselves.”

But Haq says he doesn’t feel 
like the state senator — whose 
district covers part but not 
all of Kensington — has been 
there for his community since 
Trump was elected.

“The community counts on 
him but I never ever saw him 
in Kensington,” he said. “After 
Donald Trump’s Muslim ban 
we did a ‘hate-free zone pro-
test’ in Kensington and I didn’t 
see him.”

‘Accidental’ vote 
on sanctuary cities 
haunts Sen. Parker

YES MAN: State Sen. Kevin Parker 
says he didn’t mean to vote in favor 
of banning sanctuary cities — he 
was just busy elsewhere.Ful-ton throttle

City wants to extend the Fulton Street bus lane

FULL SPEED AHEAD: Where the city wants to extend the Fulton Street 
bus lane.  Department of Transportation
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Just don’t expect this star 
to make any red-carpet ap-
pearances.

Coney Island’s Wonder 
Wheel will not only make 
a cameo in Woody Allen’s 
forthcoming fi lm — it will 
also lend its name to the ti-
tle. The celebrated and con-
troversial director, who 
 spent time shooting in The 
People’s Playground last 
summer , has named his 
upcoming 2017 offering 
“Wonder Wheel” after the 
amusement-district gem. 
The landmarked ride is an 
enduring icon that has man-
aged keep spinning through 
depressions, wars, and Hur-
ricane Sandy — so it’s only 
fi tting that it gets a titular 
nod in Allen’s next fl ick, 
according to the ride’s co-
owner.

“I feel the Wonder Wheel 
is not just a piece of old New 
York, it’s New York itself,” 
said Steven Vourderis, who 
runs the Ferris wheel along 
with brother Dennis. “It’s a 

modern marvel and who bet-
ter to highlight it and Coney 
Island than Woody Allen? 
It’s terrifi c that he named it 
after the Wonder Wheel, it 
really is.”

Allen and stars Kate 
Winslet and national trea-
sure Justin Timberlake 
spent about three weeks 
last summer fi lming on the 
Boardwalk — the director’s 
fi rst professional return to 
Coney since 1977’s “Annie 
Hall,” which featured the 
original Thunderbolt roller 
coaster before Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani had it demolished 
in the middle of the night in 
2000.

The fi lm will center on 
the Boardwalk and amuse-
ment district in the 1950s, 
according to fan blog The 
Woody Allen Pages, which 
 fi rst reported the new title . 
Scenes from the fi lm will fea-
ture the Boardwalk, a retro 
Luna Park outfi tted with 
old rides, and the Freak Bar 
fashioned to look like a 1950s 
dive, according to sideshow 

impresario Dick Zigun, who 
lent his watering hole to the 
director.

The major motion pic-
ture will further promote 
the Wonder Wheel and Co-
ney’s glory, said the so-
called “Mayor of Coney Is-
land.”

“Woody Allen movies 
are always a big event and 
the fact that it’s set here and 
named after the Wonder 
Wheel, I feel this will help 
further highlight the amuse-
ment park,” said Zigun. “And 
I know this means much to 
the continuing legend of Co-
ney Island. It’ll keep the lore 
alive.”

The 15-story Wonder 
Wheel has been around 
since 1920 and has given 
more than 35 million rides 
since it began spinning. 
Vourderis patriarch Denos 
bought the ride in 1983 and 
renamed it “Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel.” It was designated a 
city landmark in 1989 and is 
one of the oldest rides in Co-
ney Island.

NO WONDER!: (Inset) Woody Allen has named his forthcoming movie “Wonder Wheel” for the majestic 
Coney Island icon.

Wheel-to-reel
Woody’s new fi lm named for Coney ride

a note reading, “Hi Elliot, 
we saw your poster in the 
neighborhood. Sorry you 
can’t fi nd Lamby. Hope-
fully this guy can help :) 
From, your neighbors.” 

The newest incarnation 

of Lamby is just as loved, 
but will not be visiting the 
playground anytime soon, 
according to Moore.

“He’s an indoor lamb and 
not allowed to go outside,” 
she said. “He has a special 
place in the family.”

Now the family is try-
ing to spread some of the 
goodwill by spreading its 

story around.
“My eyes are opened 

a little bit more in just 
fi nding ways I can be ex-
tra generous to people,” 
said Moore. “We took pic-
tures and posted on Face-
book to spread a little bit 
of good news in between all 
of the posts about Donald 
Trump.”

LAMB
Continued from page 2
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18 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make 
your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum 
opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower 
than above.  $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer 

Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

1.65
APY*

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY LAUREN GILL
Some rappers love getting baked 
— this guy loves baking rap-
pers! 

A Bedford-Stuyvesant baker 
is selling cookies shaped like 
late hip-hop legends Biggie 
Smalls, Tupac, and Eazy–E — 
just his way of honoring some 
childhood heroes, he says. 

“I grew up on their music and 
Biggie is from Bedford-Stuyve-
sant so it’s just keeping it alive,” 
said Khayri Ayers, better known 
as “CakeBoi.” “They’re very in-
fl uential to my generation and 
we felt like we had to honor their 
name and keep them going.” 

Ayers, also a Bedford-Stuyve-
sant native, just opened his new 
bakery CakeBoi on Throop Av-
enue between Decatur and Ful-
ton streets on Saturday, and has 
been imprinting the visages of 
rap royalty on sugary dough 
with custom cookie stamps ev-
ery day. 

The Notorious B.I.G. treats 
— $2 per two — are handily win-
ning the East Coast–West Coast 
cookie rivalry, Ayers says.

“Biggie is the fi rst to 
go,” he said.

Ayers is planning to pro-
mote them further ahead of 
the 20th anniversary of Big-
gie’s death on March 9, and 
may even whip up a special 
cake to commemorate the 
day. 

He also expects to add 
another rapper to the range 
soon, but refused to say 
who (we’d suggest Brook-
lyn-born Ol’ Dirty Bastard 
to even out the coastal di-
vide).

Cookies aside, Cakeboi 
is best known for creating 
fantastical custom cakes 
and cupcakes, and has 
amassed a sizeable follow-
ing on  Instagram  with his 
creations shaped like  sneakers , 
 grilling meats ,  butts , and  bottles 
of tequila .

But his craziest cake ever 
was a drivable range rover, he 
recalled. 

“We went and purchased 
huge remote control car, took 
it apart, and built a cake on the 

frame so we were able to drive it 
around,” Ayers said.

Try the cookies for yourself 
— we did, they’re delicious — 
at CakeBoi [627 Throop Ave. 
between Decatur and Fulton 
streets in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(347) 770–CAKE, facebook.com/
cakeboishop]. 

Rapper delights
Bakery makes Biggie, Tupac cookies

SWEET: (Above) Khayri Ayers, better 
known as “Cakeboi,” shows off his cook-
ies. (Below) Biggie and Tupac.  
 Photos by Caleb Caldwell 

unrequited love.”
In the real-world 1960s, Fred 

Trump bought up swaths of the 
Coney Island waterfront with the 
dream of developing condos in the 
space then occupied by the Pavil-
ion of Fun — the centerpiece of 
Steeplechase Park. To prevent the 
city from declaring the iconic at-
tractions a protected landmark, 
the elder Trump and his friends 
 smashed the glass windows  
painted with the iconic Steeple-
chase Funny Face. Those actions 
made the mogul a natural fi t for the 
show’s supervillain, said Slack. 

“He bought up all this land try-
ing to build condos and casinos — 
really take away the character,” 
she said. “Which is particularly 
terrible because Coney Island of-
fers this haven for people who 
perhaps didn’t fi t in when they 
fi rst started out in life to come to-
gether.” 

Those misfi ts include the 
show’s fi ve main characters, each 
a sideshow translation of a fi gure 
from Andersen’s mermaid tale. A 
charismatic magician and knife 
thrower represents the prince, a 
tattooed burlesque embodies the 
princess he weds, a fortune-tell-
ing bearded lady mirrors the sea 

witch, and a timid young woman 
who stumbles into the sideshow 
world parallels the little mermaid. 

The dagger-hurling magician, 
played by the show’s co-artistic 
director Jordan Chlapecka, nar-
rates the story, using text from An-
dersen’s original mermaid text. 
The original 18th-century story is 
much darker than its famous Dis-
ney adaptation, and it pairs sur-
prisingly well with Coney’s side-
show culture, said Chlapecka. 

“ ‘The Little Mermaid’ text lends 
itself to the freak show — the idea 
that she is walking on knives and 
having her tongue out is very side-
show,” he said. “We found these 
really interesting textual connec-
tions that allowed us to make this 
show.”

The extravagant fairy tale side-
show also draws on another his-
toric fi gure of the era to inspire its 
original glam rock score and spar-
kling costumes — Ziggy Stardust–
era David Bowie. The songs in-
spired by the space alien really tie 
together the themes of the show, 
said Chlapecka. 

“The score has a sort of a 
stripped-down glam rock feel and 
gets to the grit of the show,” he 
said.

“Freaks Don’t Cry” at Coney 
Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street, www.coneyisland.com). 
March 3–19 at 8 pm. $25.

FREAKS
Continued from page 1
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ers and dancers have 
supported many politi-
cal events over the last 
20 years. Hungry March 
still plays at social justice 
events, including Occupy 
Wall Street and the Wom-
en’s March in Washing-
ton D.C. last month, but 
the group has become less 
political over the years, 
said Candler.

“A lot of articles call 
us anarchists, but we’ve 
mellowed out over the 
years — we got tired of 
getting arrested,” he said. 
“We were at the Women’s 
March, but only to get 
people dancing. We’re 
defi nitely not the same 
band.”

The band now in-
cludes about 20 musicians 
and dancers, and draws 
on multiple infl uences to 
create its party sound. 

“We’re not swing and 
we’re not big band,” he 
said. “It’s more dance 
band, and because it’s a 
Mardi Gras show, we will 
whip out classic New Or-
leans tunes.”

But the show will also 
range beyond the bound-
aries of the Bourbon 
Street style, said Candler, 
including many original 
songs.

“We’re going to start 
off in traditional New Or-

leans style and then we’re 
doing our own thing,” he 
said. “We have a few songs 
that are metal-inspired, 
meringue, jazz, and twist 
— all over the map — and 
put into this brass band 
arrangement.”

During the show, 
guests can get a sec-
ond line feel by follow-
ing the band’s dancers, 
who will create a conga 
line through the venue, 
said Candler. The band is 
used to playing outside, 
so playing in a more inti-
mate space gives the show 
a lot of extra energy.

“Playing in the streets 
is a different feeling 
when playing for people 
in a room,” said Candler. 
“Performing live is a to-
tally different experience 
and we’re a huge band 
so seeing all the people 
dance around us is an im-
mersive experience.”

In addition to the Hun-
gry March Barnd, the 
Fat Tuesday show with 
feature swing performer 
Gordon Webster, magi-
cian and emcee Tanya 
Solomon, samples of king 
cake, and a costume con-
test.

Mardi Gras Bash at 
the Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. between Second 
and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, 
www.th eb ellh ou s eny.
com]. Feb. 28 at 9 pm. 
$15. 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BRASS FUNKY: The 20-member Hungry March Band will play 
the Mardi Gras Bash at the Bell House on Feb. 28. Dan Wiley

Continued from page 1 
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Lent it all hang out!

The pre-Lent celebra-
tion of Mardi Gras has 
spread well beyond the 
Bayou State, and beads 
will be flying all over 
Brooklyn for Fat Tuesday. 
We have rounded up some 
of the best New Orleans-
style parties for those 
who want to get down.

Bayou bites
Get started early with 

the “Mardi Gras Madness” 
crawfi sh boil at the Hall 
at MP, where the cuisine 
of the bayou takes cen-
ter stage. On Friday, Sat-
urday, and Fat Tuesday, 
grown-ups can indulge in 
New Orleans cocktails and 
beers, a crawfi sh platter 
from chef Michael Psila-
kis, and a different brass 
band blowing off the roof 
each night. And parents 
can bring their kids to the 
Kids’ Mardi Gras Brunch 
on Sunday, which will fea-
ture child-friendly crafts 
and a show from Elise 
Testone and the Funky 
Po’Boys.

The Hall at MP [470 Dri-
ggs Ave. between N. 10th 
and N. 11th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–4001, 
www.th eh allbro oklyn .
com]. Mardi Gras Madness 
and Crawfi sh Boil Feb. 24, 
25, and 28 at 7 pm. $15–$35. 
Kids Mardi Gras, Feb. 26 
at 10:30 am and 12:30 pm. 
$10–$30.

Beer blast
Who needs Bourbon 

Street? Go with beer in-
stead at the Sixpoint 
“Mardi Gras Mambo” 

party at Bar Chord in 
Ditmas Park. The Six-
point brewery will take 
over the taps and offer 
drink specials all night, 
and you can combine a 
bowl of gumbo and a Six-
point beer for just $7. And 
Zydeco band the Dirty 
Water Dogs will play Cre-
ole-style music starting at 
10 pm.

Bar Chord [1008 Cor-
telyou Rd. between Coney 
Island Avenue and Strat-
ford Road in Ditmas Park, 
(347) 240–6033, www.bar-
chordnyc.com]. Feb. 28 at 10 
pm. Free.

A swinging show!
Dress to collect some 

beads at the late-night 
“Brass, Sass, and Ass” 
party at the House of Yes, 
where the Idle Hands 

Brass Band will take the 
stage, circus performers 
will circle the venue’s 
ceilings, and booty-shak-
ing will go on all night. 
And keep your dancing 
shoes on, because this Fat 
Tuesday party will fea-
ture its own parade. 

House of Yes (2 Wyck-
off Ave. at Jefferson Street 
in Bushwick, www.house-
ofyes.org). Feb. 28 at 10 pm. 
Free. 

Tubby Tuesday
Bar Lunatico always 

has New Orleans-style 
cocktails, but the chef will 
also cook up some Creole 
cuisine for its “Mardi Gras 
Party with Tubby,” star-
ring a band that plays old-
school N’awlins rhythm 
and blues.

Bar Lunatico [486 

Halsey St. between Lewis 
and Stuyvesant avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
513–0339, www.barluna-
tico.com]. Feb. 28, 8:30–11:30 
pm. Free.

Big Heavy
All things New Orleans 

will be on display at the 
Heavy Woods bar, which 
has the look of the French 
Quarter, lots of Cajun food, 
and beads — a lot of beads, 
according to its owner. 
Jambalaya, catfi sh cake, 
and king cake are on the 
menu, and you can get a 
Hurricane on draft for just 
$8.

Heavy Woods [50 Wyck-
off Ave between Starr Street 
and Willoughby Avenue in 
Bushwick, (929) 234–3500. 
www.heavywoodsbar.com]. 
Free.

HEAVY METAL: The PitchBlak Brass Band will play the big sounds of Bourbon Street at the Hall MP in 
Williamsburg on Feb. 25.  PitchBlak Brass Band

JUST BEAD IT
The best places to celebrate Mardi Gras in Bklyn
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aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Design & Remodeling Pros

 917.858.3579  NO JOB TOO SMALL

GET THE HOUSE 
READY FOR SPRING

Painting
Concrete & Yard Design 

Home Repairs
Fixtures Installed

Fencing

Decks 
Flooring & Tile

Appliances Installed
Kitchen  & Bathroom 

Remodels

One call does it all!

Sewer & Drain Cleaining 

Licensed & Insured Reliable & Professional 

Great Rates!!! FREE ESTIMATE

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A miniature therapy horse trotted 
into the Boro Park Center on Feb. 20 
to brighten up seniors’ day with some 
love from the fl uffy foal.

Duncan the mini horse nuzzled 
oldsters and cantered around the com-
munity center, and seniors were re-
ally champing at the bit to spend some 
time with him, said the pony’s owner.

“A lot of nursing homes we frequent, 
they’re waiting for us at the door when 
we visit, and I think that’s the most tell-
ing thing,” said Shawn Emmons. “It 

reminds them of things they had when 
they were younger, maybe they even 
had a horse, and people start smiling 
and sharing stories.” 

Duncan was certifi ed to be a ther-
apy horse two years ago and has since 
traveled to nursing homes and schools 
across the Tri-State Area. He stands a 
towering 2 feet tall and weighs in at 
140 pounds, but he’s got a huge heart, 
said Emmons. 

“He’s a lot of fl uff,” he said. “Just a 
great, friendly horse.”

Duncan visited more than 200 se-

niors, letting them stroke and brush 
his mane, and sported a stylish pair 
of sneakers to protect his sensitive 
hooves. Duncan even made rounds to 
the elderly who couldn’t make it out of 
bed, propping his head on the mattress. 
Emmons isn’t sure who gets more joy 
out of it, Duncan or the locals. 

“I truly believe that Duncan really 
enjoys visiting nursing homes and he 
really bonds with the residents,” said 
Emmons. “You know, getting to pet 
him, getting to brush him is calming 
for a lot of the residents.

Mini horse visits Borough Park

HORSING AROUND: (Above) Black and white mini horse Duncan 
mingled with seniors at the Boro Park Center on Feb. 20. (Center) 
Duncan sported tiny Converse sneakers during his visit. (Left) Chu 
King Gee and Duncan share a tender moment. 
 Photos by Jordan Rathkopf
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Attention Seniors and 
Care Givers  

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct a seminar
call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

Free Lunch 
to the fi rst 
250 people 
to register

The event will feature: 

   at https://eldercareexpo.eventbrite.com

Sunday, March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway th

The Allure Group

S P O N S O R S

Free Valet Parking
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The business’s long-time 
owner died fi ve years ago 
but had failed to keep up 
with property taxes in his 
fi nal years, and now his 
widow now selling the sta-
bles to pay off the debts, ac-
cording to their son.

“In the end, and things 
got away from him,” said 
Walker Blankinship, who 
manages the stables.

The multi-million-dollar 
price-tag on the property, 
along with advertising ma-
terial marketing the prop-
erty as a “redevelopment 
opportunity,” indicates a 
buyer will seek to demol-
ish the horse hub and erect 
housing in its place, Lander 
says, so he trotted out a let-
ter to Yaverbaum declar-
ing his intentions to thwart 
any attempts to rezone the 
industrial land unless the 
developer commits to pre-
serving the stables in some 
form.

“The community 
strongly supports the pres-
ervation of a horse stable 
at this location,” Lander 
wrote to Yaverbaum. “Bid-

ders should be clear about 
this expectation.”

The entire Council votes 
on rezonings, but members 
typically vote in line with 
the local rep, so Lander 
holds the reins of power. 

Lander bucked against 
suggestions that he’d be 
saddling any buyer with a 
business that has proven 
unprofi table in the area, 
claiming that horse rentals 
are a stable business.

“There’s no doubt it’s 
manageable, there’s an ap-
petite for riding,” he said. 
“It doesn’t pay the same 
amount as condos, but it’s 

perfectly possible to oper-
ate a successful stable.”

Blankinship agrees, of 
course, and says Lander’s 
threats to derail horse-
averse developers don’t 
worry him while negotia-
tions with the mystery 
buyer stay on track, al-
though he acknowledged 
it could stop others from 
ponying up if they go belly 
up.

“That could discourage 
some buyers,” he said.

The 30 horses at Kens-
ington Stables work for a 
living, and if they’re unable 
to stay in their park-side 

accommodations, Blankin-
ship says he’ll be forced to 
turn to his friends in the 
horse-rescue industry to 
adopt them — although 
that will likely leave other 
steeds stuck in the glue 
business.

“My horses would be 
fi ne, but that means other 
horses would go to the 
slaughter,” he said.

Fortunately, human-
horse co-habitation isn’t 
unheard of New York’s 
real-estate industry —  the 
Police Department moved 
about a dozen horses into a 
luxury apartment building 
on the distant isle of Man-
hattan in 2011 . 

The smell of hay and 
manure is even a draw for 
some — in 2008, neighbors 
in the seven blocks around 
the stables  made an unsuc-
cessful bid to rename the 
area as “Stable Brooklyn.”   

But Lander thinks the 
situation is still un-stable 
— Yaverbaum won’t reveal 
any details about the mys-
tery shopper and the state of 
his negotiations with them, 
and any redevelopment will 
still likely require the sta-
bles to close or relocate dur-
ing construction.

Continued from page 1 

STABLES

OUT TO PASTURE: The horses at Kensington Stables are looking a 
little alarmed. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

have never been com-
pletely refurbished, and 
it is in dire need,” said 
Josphine Beckmann. 
“They remain uneven 
and broken, the retain-
ing wall is falling apart, 
the rails are rusted and 
people can’t hold on to 
them properly — those 
[2014] repairs were just a 
band-aid. The city must 
be mistaken.”

It is one of two 
staircases that the 
city built and must 
maintain on steep 
public rights of way in 
Bay Ridge, according 
to Beckmann. 

The stairs slipped 
into disrepair over the 
years, and locals got 
the city to fi x them in 
2014. A Department of 
Transportation spokes-
woman said workers 
demolished and recon-
structed the steps with 
new railings, rebuilt a 
retaining wall, and re-
paved a sidewalk at the 
base of the steps — but 
locals say the city did 

not demolish and re-
build the stairs, and 
Beckmann questions 
whether the retaining 
wall was fi xed, given 
its current state of dis-
repair.

The steps have be-
come a make-shift me-
morial for locals lost to 
cancer — making it all 
the more imperative the 
city fi x things up, ac-
cording to area resident 
Bert Halliday, whose 
son Ryan died of Leuke-
mia in 2014.

“Ryan used to talk 
about how he wanted 
to buy a house on that 
block because he loved 
the view from the 
stairs. Him and the 
dog used to take walks 
down there and watch 
the sun set,” said Hal-
liday. “So it became a 
place we identify with 
Ryan and wanted to 
take care of on his be-
half. And people have 
chosen to put their own 
memorials there. It has 
attracted an emotional 
aspect to it, but it’s not 
safe and we just want it 
to be a priority for the 
city to fi x.”

STEPS
Continued from page 1
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