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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s the clothes that make 
the artist.

A new exhibit at the 
Brooklyn Museum un-
veils the fashionable side 
of pioneering modernist 
painter Georgia O’Keeffe 
— famed for her New York 
cityscapes and brightly col-

ored images of suspiciously 
yonic fl owers. “Georgia 
O’Keeffe: Living Modern,” 
on display through July 23, 
pairs the artist’s work with 
garments from her ward-
robe to demonstrate how 
carefully she crafted her 
austere public image, said 
the show’s curator.

“She liked to curate her 
body. She liked to really be 
in charge of how she fash-
ioned herself,” said Wanda 
Corn. “And by looking at 
the material culture she 
left behind we realize that 
her aesthetic philosophy 
was not just something 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It is a sign of the times.

A new sign fl ashing “resist” 
and “racist” has appeared on the 
Gowanus skyline, joining the 
neighborhood’s lineup of iconic 
billboards that have greeted 
straphangers along the elevated 
F and G track for eons. 

But unlike the old marquees 
advertising  Kentile Floors  and 
 Bruno Truck Sales , the words 
beaming out of the Ninth Street 
building’s third-fl oor window 
is a decidedly political mes-
sage aimed at President Trump 
rather than consumers, accord-
ing to its creator.

“I was feeling really angry a 
few weeks ago, and the idea hit 
me out of nowhere that I could 
use the windows as a canvas,” 
said local photographer Ashton 
Worthington.

The projection illuminat-
ing from Worthington’s canal-
side studio rotates through the 
words, also including “regime,” 
“scream,” “redeem,” and “en-
list,” as  fi rst reported by blog 
Brooklyn Pulp .

Worthington rigged up the 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
A new city law increases 
fines slapped on utility 
companies — such as Con 
Ed and Verizon — that 
don’t remove abandoned 
poles when they add new 
ones. Councilman Alan 
Maisel (D–Marine Park) 
introduced the legislation 

because of the staggering 
number of wooden poles 
in his district left to rot 
and fall over, including 
two in Gerritsen Beach 
that were tilted over at 
nearly 45-degree angles, 
he said. 

“Utility poles are pop-

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 6Continued on page 14

Series takes 
on the Prez

BY JULIANNE CUBA
No puppet? He’s the puppet!

A full-size puppet fi gure of 
President Trump welcomed visi-
tors to the opening of “Not Nor-
mal: Art in Resistance in the 
Time of Trump” last week. The 
month-long performance series, 
where artists show cartoons, sing 
protest songs, and act out their 
opposition to the Trump adminis-
tration, plays at Irondale in Fort 
Greene through March 24, giving 
performers of all kinds a much-
needed showcase to vent their 
frustrations with the new politi-
cal regime, said one of the series 
producers.

“We were all devastated, we 
couldn’t ignore how it’s affect-
ing us as artists,” said Rivka Ri-
vera, who lives in Cobble Hill. 
“Irondale, in its history, has al-
ways been a very political theater 
company and always had the be-
lief that our jobs as artists is to 
respond and create a space for 
conversations and dialogue when 

Continued on page 10

NOT NORMAL EYES: Activist Elliot Crown, dressed as President Trump roughing up Lady Liberty, welcomed visitors to 
the launch of “Not Normal,” a political performance series running at Irondale in Fort Greene through March 24. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

CENTERED ON STYLE: The 
Brooklyn Museum’s new 
show centers on Georgia 
O’Keeffe’s style and art.

PLAYING TRUMPAnti-Trump 
sign lights 
up skyline

O’Keeffe fashion on displayPoles crackdown
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNew Yor

Design & Remodeling Pros

 917.858.3579  NO JOB TOO SMALL

GET THE HOUSE 
READY FOR SPRING

Painting
Concrete & Yard Design 

Home Repairs
Fixtures Installed

Fencing

Decks 
Flooring & Tile

Appliances Installed
Kitchen  & Bathroom 

Remodels

One call does it all!

Sewer & Drain Cleaining 

Licensed & Insured Reliable & Professional 

Great Rates!!! FREE ESTIMATE

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They cast the fi rst tomb-
stone.

Local pols rushed to 
hold a press conference at 
Mapleton’s Washington 
Cemetery on March 5 to de-
cry 42 toppled tombstones 
as an act of vandalism, but 
offi cials at the largely Jew-
ish cemetery — whom the 
pols didn’t consult — say 
the headstones simply fell 
over because of age and the 
elements.

Now cemetery offi cials 
are blaming the politicians 
for sowing fear without do-
ing their homework. 

“These politicians 
rushed to judgement that 
it’s vandalism,” said Mi-
cheal Ciamaga, the man-
ager of the Bay Parkway 
burial ground. “If they 
would have contacted us 
and waited, we could have 
wrapped this up easily with 
them. Some of the older 
stones are unstable and fall 
over. It’s not vandalism.” 

Assemblyman Dov Hi-
kind (D–Borough Park) 
led a press conference with 
Councilman David Green-
fi eld (D–Midwood), and 
community leaders on the 
fallen grave markers af-
ter a local who regularly 
strolls the grounds on the 
Sabbath noticed the stones 
and alerted offi cials after 
sundown. Pols consulted 
with police, who had be-
gun investigating the mat-
ter, but broadcast their con-
cerns before speaking with 
managers at the cemetery, 
according to Hikind who 
 tweeted  “#Antisemitism” 
with a picture of an over-
turned headstone Sunday 
morning. 

Police have since deter-
mined that the fallen head-
stones were not toppled by 
vandals, said a detective. 

“There isn’t any evi-
dence that it’s vandalism. 
It seems like it was a result 
of long-term neglect,” said 
Detective Ahmed Nasser. 
“The case status is still 
open, however, based on 
speaking with the manager 
of the cemetery, it seems 

the stones fell as a result of 
long-term neglect and the 
environment.” 

But Hikind and com-
munity leaders continue 
to insist that it’s no coinci-
dence that dozens of tomb-
stones in the same section 
of the graveyard are down. 
They point to a break in 
the barbed wire on the six-
foot fence near 20th Avenue 
and 57th Street that bounds 
the cemetery as a sign that 
something more is going 
on. Some stones may be 
falling because of neglect, 
but local pols still suspect 
foul play, said Hikind. 

“Those tombstones that 
the cemetery said were ly-
ing down, those are not the 
ones we are talking about. 
I’m aware of those. The is-
sue is that in this one sec-
tion of the cemetery you 
have all these tombstones 
that look like they were 
tampered with,” said Hi-
kind. “I don’t believe it was 
the wind that blew them 
down — that’s ridiculous. 
Someone cut the fence to 
get into the cemetery — 
quite obviously. Something 
is not kosher here.” 

Washington Cemetery is 
no stranger to desecration. 
 In 2010, vandals scrawled 
graffi ti on 200 tombstones 
and pushed them over . 
And news of the disturbed 

stones comes after vandals 
targeted a series of Jewish 
cemeteries in upstate New 
York, Pennsylvania, and 
Missouri. 

But Washington Ceme-
tery’s manger says family 
members are responsible 
for maintaining the head-
stones and at times they 
go uncared for. If workers 
spot a downed stone they 
set it upright. But in the 
winter it’s harder for work-
ers to keep up with rais-
ing downed stones because 
the sprawling cemetery 
lacks its seasonal staff, and 
it may be a while before 
workers even notice the 
toppled stones, according 
to Ciamaga. 

Nevertheless commu-
nity leaders remain skep-
tical and demand an in-
depth investigation before 
dismissing the act. 

“I believe that it’s a 
strong possibility that it 
was vandalism, and I would 
like a thorough investiga-
tion,” said Barry Spitzer, 
Community Board 12’s dis-
trict manager. “What we’ve 
called for is an investiga-
tion, and I don’t think this 
is creating fear. We need 
a thorough investigation 
because if it was vandal-
ism, then a very serve and 
grave crime was commit-
ted here.” 

Grave concerns

TOPPLED TOMBSTONES: Local pols remain convinced that more 
than 40 downed headstones at Washington Cemetery in Mapleton 
are the result of vandalism — despite offi cials saying otherwise. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

Controversy swirls over toppled 
headstones in largely Jewish cemetery
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OUST THE INNS: More than 200 people from across the city came out to a Sunset Park rally against hotels housing the homeless in October last year. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Sunset Park could see a boom in 
shelters as the city scales back its 
use of homeless hotels. 

Mayor DeBlasio aims to 
move the indigent out of more 
than 2,000 hotel rooms the city 
has been renting on a month-by-
month basis and replace the lost 
units with 90 new shelters, priori-
tizing nabes with a lack of home-
less services, according to a new 
plan by the city. 

But  the plan  warns that 
neighborhoods crammed with 
inns temporarily housing the 
itinerants — such as Sunset 
Park — should expect new shel-
ters nearby to take their place. 
And locals who have slammed 
the city for warehousing hun-
dreds of homeless in Sunset 
Park hotels are outraged that 
the nabe will now be targeted 
to host permanent shelters.

“When I heard the pro-
posal, I couldn’t believe it,” 
said Delvis Valdes, an activist 
with the group Village of Sun-
set Park. “How is it possible 
that Sunset Park has been sad-
dled with fi ve homeless hotels 
— de facto shelters — and now 
they’re trying to give us more? 
Every neighborhood should 
be benefi ted and burdened by 
city facilities, and if they’re 
saying they want to have a 
more equal distribution, then 
why would we get more shel-
ters?”

Sunset Park only has one 
offi cial homeless shelter — a 
controversial home for single 
men on 49th Street between 
Second and Third avenues — 
but last year  the city’s Depart-
ment of Homeless Services be-
gan quietly renting rooms in 

of the hotels where the city rents 
rooms for homeless will be con-
verted into shelters. The lack of 
information is just more of the 
same, said one local. 

“I think shelters and home-
less hotels have honestly just 
become an inescapable part of 
Sunset Park that they throw 
on us with little info,” said life-
long Sunset Parker Silvia Ve-
lasquez, who lives near what 
was supposed to be a Howard 
Johnson hotel but is now rent-
ing 41 rooms to transients. 
“We’ve fought the city on this 
tooth and nail, and even when 
the city says it will stop using 
hotels, in some way, shape, or 
form, Sunset Park always seems 
to be back on the table for home-
less facilities.” 

end of 2021, and stop using ho-
tels to house the homeless by 
2023. The units will be replaced 
by 90 new shelters opened over 
the next fi ve years — 25 through 
new construction — with a focus 
on distributing them more evenly 
throughout the city, according to 
the report. 

Amongst the new shelters, 20 
will roll out in 2017 and 20 in 2018. 
At the moment, four are slated for 
Brooklyn, two in Crown Heights, 
one in Prospect Heights, and one 
in Coney Island, according to a 
spokesman with the Department 
of Homeless Services. 

The agency did not respond 
to questions on where in Sunset 
Park the city aims to open shel-
ters, when the shelters are ex-
pected to open, and whether any 

fi ve area inns without alerting 
locals , according to Community 
Board 7 district manager Jeremy 
Laufer. 

The nabe accounts for less 
than two percent of the city’s 
population, but the 209 hotel 
rooms that the city has booked 
in Sunset Park account for 10 
percent of all the units that 
house the city’s homeless, ac-
cording to city data. On aver-
age, rooms house two or three 
people, meaning between 400 
and 600 homeless are living 
in Sunset Park hotels,  accord-
ing to a city rep at a meeting 
of CB7’s ad hoc Committee on 
Homelessness  on Jan. 5. 

Hizzoner’s new plan aims to 
pare down the city’s whopping 
57,500 homeless by 2,500 by the 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They’re done trash talking. 

Workers at a Sunset Park re-
cycling facility voted to join the 
Teamsters union after a heated 
labor confrontation and threats 
to strike. The vote caps an eight-
month unionizing effort by the 
workers at the Sims Municipal Re-
cycling facility who complained of 
mistreatment and a union-bust-
ing campaign by management. 
It was a hard-fought victory, said 
one worker. 

“It feels so good to say that 
we are Teamsters,” said East 
New York resident Jordy Lopez, 
who lead the push to unionize. 
“We fought so hard, but now it 
is a new day at Sims. We will 

move forward 
together to bar-
gain a contract 
that guarantees 
fairness and re-
spect for every 
worker.”

After weeks 
of back and 
forth, on March 
2 Sims agreed 
to an immedi-
ate union vote 
conducted by an 
independent ar-
bitrator that kicked off at dawn 
on March 3. Workers cast ballots 
across three shifts and the elec-
tion came to a close with 46 votes 
in favor and 20 against jointing 

the Teamsters 
Local 210. 

Now, in the 
coming weeks, 
workers and 
union reps will 
develop a con-
tract and hash 
out the details 
with Sims. 

The vote 
puts to bed 
fears a poten-
tial strike at 
the plant — 

which processes the bulk of 
the city’s residential recycling 
— and would have created a lo-
gistical nightmare for the city’s 
Department of Sanitation. The 

Sunset Park facility handles 
more than 15,000 tons of plas-
tic, metal, and glass per month 
— weighing as much as the 
Navy’s new 600-foot Zumwalt-
class destroyer — and has a $1.5 
billion contract with the city to 
sort through and process the 
refuse.

The Sunset Park plant joins 
two other Sims facilities — one 
in the Bronx and another in New 
Jersey — in unionizing. The 
change comes as quite a relief, 
said one worker.

“All I wanted was to have bet-
ter treatment and benefi ts so I 
can take care of my family,” said 
Jeffrey Gomez. “Now I’m very 
hopeful.” 

S’Park Recycling plant votes to unionize

WEATHERED THE STORM: Work-
ers at a Sunset Park recycling fa-
cility voted to unionize on March 
3 after weeks of sparring with the 
company.  Alex Moore

HELTER SHELTERHELTER SHELTER
Locals: Stop dumping homeless in S’ParkLocals: Stop dumping homeless in S’Park

NO HOPE IN DOPE: Protestors blasted 
Mayor DeBlasio for failing on his prom-
ise to curb homelessness. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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Come sample our superb cuisine, 
meet with our wedding experts &  
see our beautifully renovated hall. 

Featuring vendors specializing in 
all your wedding needs!

No Cost for Event

* Call or email our office 
to make reservations. *

Please Join Us at our

2017 Bridal Showcase
Thursday, March 30th 2017

 * 7pm to 9pm *
476 76th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Bay Ridge Manor

  TheBayRidgeManor.com

Valet Parking Available. Special Rate Provided.

BY LAUREN GILL
Borough President Adams is us-
ing taxpayer dollars to install se-
curity cameras along Joralemon 
Street in tony Brooklyn Heights, 
where residents claim vandals 
and crooks have been targeting 
their houses since the stretch 
became a popular entrance to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park — and 
they’re hoping the recorders will 
make people think twice before 
breaking the law.

“This is a street that was not 
originally planned as being the 
gateway into and out of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, but has become the 
de facto entrance to the park and 
it has suffered the consequences,” 
said Peter Bray, the executive di-
rector of the Brooklyn Heights 
Association. “There’s a potential 
there for having a deterrent ef-
fect.”

The Beep approached the 
civic group and offered to allo-
cate an as-yet-to-be-determined 

amount of money for new fi lming 
devices along the stretch as an 
residential expansion of  his “Op-
eration Safe Shopper” program , 
in which he funds cameras on 
commercial stretches, according 
to Bray.

 Locals living along the brown-
stone-lined strip  demanded the 
park pay for cameras last sum-
mer after they claimed youths 
walking to and from the green 
space’s popular basketball courts 
had fl ooded the street and made 
them feel unsafe — a complaint 
that some dismissed as racial 
fear-mongering.

Crime statistics didn’t actu-
ally show a spike in assaults or 
burglaries at that time — and 
fi gures for those crimes have 
stayed steady so far this year — 
although there has been a surge 
in shoplifting at the corner of 
Court Street, and  the Police 
Department’s online database  
doesn’t provide data on vandal-

ism or general harassment. 
And there have been some 

high-profi le crimes there — in 
July,  a brute sucker-punched  a 
65-year-old man as he was walk-
ing home at night.

Police closed the basketball 
courts at Pier 2 several times last 
year due to fi ghts amongst teens, 
including  one where a 20-year-old 
fi red a gun . It also called time-out 
on the hoops haven last week, 
sending swarms of ballers onto 

Joralemon Street, said Bray. 
The 84th Precinct added extra 

police offi cers to patrol the park 
last year, but homeowners main-
tain that cameras are needed to 
keep an eye on people walking 
along the street. 

The Beep’s offi ce couldn’t give 
out any numbers or a price-tag 
on the project while it irons out 
the fi nal details, but Bray said 
the plan is to install 10–20 cam-
eras on local homes along the full 

length of the strip from Furman 
Street to Court Street. 

Last year, Adams allocated 
$2,500 apiece for business groups 
in Crown Heights, Coney Island, 
Fort Greene, Park, Slope, and 
Brownsville to buy cameras for 
local storefronts when rolling out 
the “Safe Shopper” program.

Borough Hall will cover most 
of the costs from the public cof-
fers, but the Brooklyn Heights 

ON PATROL: Joralemon Street will soon be equipped with security cameras that locals hope will ward off criminals. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Heights alert
Beep paying for cameras after 

residents claim park brings crime

Continued on page 5
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LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15,000

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY LAUREN GILL
This corner just isn’t cut-
ting it! 

The city must create 
a curb cut at the popu-
lar Washington Park and 
DeKalb Avenue entrance 
to Fort Greene Park, so 
folks who have trouble get-
ting around can access the 
green space without hav-
ing to trek down the block, 
locals are demanding. 

“It’s a spot in the com-
munity that people use,” 
said Anne-Elizabeth 
Straub, a Fort Greene res-
ident who uses a wheel-
chair. “It’s not just wheel-
chairs, people with baby 
carriages, people with any 
kind of walkers.” 

Straub currently has to 
travel down the block to S. 
Elliot Place to get on the 
pathway. She shops at the 
farmer’s market there ev-
ery week, and must either 
take the winding route or 
risk messing up her wheel-
chair by backing over the 
raised sidewalk entry — 
which she says has already 
banged up her ride enough 
over the years. 

“It’s hard enough as it 
is and I don’t need to put 
it through any more,” she 
said.

Under the federal 
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act, the city has to 
install curb cuts at cross-
walks when installing 
new sidewalks or fi xing 
old ones, but it’s possible 
the pavement at this cor-
ner predates the 1990 act, 
according to a disability-
rights advocate. Still, she 
says, there’s clearly a need 
for easier access, so offi -
cials should take a serious 
look at it either way.

“I would certainly hope 
the city would pay atten-
tion to missing curb cuts in 
a very public area with lots 
of activity when there are 
two adjacent walkways,” 
said Elizabeth Grossman, 
an attorney with advocacy 
group Disability Rights 
New York.

Straub and a sympa-
thetic stall-holder at the 
green market submitted a 
formal request to the De-
partment of Transporta-
tion to carve out a ramp 
in July, and the agency 
has since put it on a list for 
“possible inclusion,” ac-
cording to the local com-
munity board district man-
ager Rob Perris.

But the Transportation 
Department says there are 
unique diffi culties with 
chopping into this particu-
lar sidewalk — for one, it’s 

made with octagon brick 
pavers rather than plain 
old concrete, and secondly, 
it is part of the Fort Greene 
Historic District, so any 
changes there require the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission’s approval. 

Straub’s market pal 
says reps at the agency 
have also previously told 
him it would also be tricky 
because of pipes under the 
ground there. 

But at least they’re now 
aware of the problem, he 
says.

“The city is often too 
important or too big to no-
tice things like that, but in 
this case they’ve been in-
formed,” said Ed Goldman, 
who often sees people strug-
gling with the curb when 
manning a stall for his ac-
tivist group Fort Greene 
Peace. — with Ruth Brown

Can you dig it?
Locals demand a curb cut at popular 

entrance to Fort Greene Park

CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM: Anne-Elizabeth Straub and Ed Gold-
man want the city to create easier access to Fort Greene Park with 
a curb cut at Washington Park and DeKalb Avenue.   
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Association is also foot-
ing part of the bill and will 
ask homeowners to pay the 
rest. 

The residents will own 
the footage captured from 
cameras on their buildings 
but must allow police to ac-
cess the footage when they 
need it, according to Bray. 

The civic group is still 
waiting for fi nalize the 

agreement, but will be-
gin reaching out to locals 
to fi nd people willing to 
host the devices once the 
deal is sealed, and hopes to 
have them installed by the 
warmer months, according 
to Bray. 

HEIGHTS
Continued from page 4
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she practiced in the stu-
dio, but something she 
practiced in her everyday 
life.”

The show tracks the 
parallels between her art 
and outfi ts by pairing 50 
pieces of O’Keeffe’s work 
with 50 of her garments 
and accessories — eight 
of which she designed 
and sewed herself. It cov-
ers each stage of her ca-
reer, from emerging art-
ist to successful New 
York City painter, as well 
as her later years in New 
Mexico. 

In the 1920s and ’30s, 
a black-and-white palette 
dominated her work and 
dress, while towards the 
end of her career, the warm 
hues of the Southwest-
ern landscape seeped into 
her art and clothing. The 
never-before-seen pairing 
of her wardrobe and art 
taps into a side of O’Keeffe 
that has never been seen 
before, said Corn.

“I think that’s what 
makes it an exciting show. 
It shows a different side of 
her that we just haven’t 
been able to evoke,” said 
Corn. “For me, it shows 
her dedication to a sin-
gle aesthetic. She liked to 
put it that she was, ‘Fill-
ing a space in a beautiful 
way,’ and people are al-

ways quoting that about 
her painting, but that can 
also be said about the way 
she fashioned herself — 
her image.”

That meticulous fash-
ion is also captured in 
nearly 100 photographs 
from art photography gi-
ants, including O’Keeffe’s 
husband, Alfred Stieglitz, 
and photographers Ansel 
Adams and Todd Webb. 
The portraits allowed 
O’Keeffe to create her 
public image, and solidi-
fi ed her status as a style 
icon, said Corn. 

“We use photos not 
just to document how 
she dressed, but how art 
photographers fashioned 
a persona for her,” said 
Corn. “Eventually there 
became a kind of iconic 
way for her posing — 
alone, in the landscape, or 
in her home, sitting very 
contemplatively. There is 
a remoteness, a spiritual 
quality.”

This is the second 
major show dedicated to 
O’Keeffe at the Brooklyn 
Museum, which hosted 
the artist’s fi rst solo show 
in 1927.

“Georgia O’Keeffe: Liv-
ing Modern” at the Brook-
lyn Museum (200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights). 
On display through July 
23, Wed–Sun 11 am–6 pm. 
$20 ($12 students, seniors, 
and on select evenings).

PAINTED DESERT: O’Keeffe is well known for painting massive 
fl owers and animal skulls.   Georgia O’Keeffe 

Continued from page 1 

O’KEEFFE

BY LAUREN GILL
The Saint is marching in!

St. Patrick’s Day falls 
on a Friday this year, so 
your celebration of Ire-
land’s patron saint can 
last all weekend. The 
Guinness will be fl ow-
ing at every Irish pub in 
Brooklyn, but we’ve put 
together a list of the best 
events on St. Paddy’s and 
beyond, so you can dedi-
cate your time to washing 
down some corned beef 
with a pint or fi ve:

My green Haven 
Beloved neighborhood 

pub the Irish Haven will 
host a full weekend of fes-
tivities to celebrate St. 
Patrick, opening at 8 am 
on March 17 for those who 
want to throw back some 
Guinness before heading 
to Manhattan’s parade. 
And starting at 2 pm, help 
yourself to the bar’s free 
corned beef, cabbage, and 
potatoes — it is all gratis 
as long as you buy a drink. 
Saturday boasts drink 
specials and an Irish rock 
cover band playing tunes 
by Thin Lizzy, the Pogues, 
and Van Morrison. The 
weekend will culminate 
with traditional Irish 
band the Brooklyn Bards, 
who will hit the stage on 
Sunday at 7 pm. 

Irish Haven (5721 Fourth 
Ave. at 58th Street in Sunset 
Park), March 17–19. Free.

A Wicked time
Bay Ridge’s most ele-

gant Irish spot, the Wicked 
Monk, celebrates the holi-
day by holding its weekly 
Sunday session of tradi-

tional Irish music on St. 
Patrick’s Day itself, start-
ing at 5:30 pm. Sip a stout 
and enjoy the music — or 
if you can play, feel free to 
join in.

Wicked Monk [9510 
Third Ave. between 95th 
and 96th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (347) 497–5152. www.
wickedmonk.com]. March 
17 at 5:30 pm.

Green beer
Spending St. Paddy’s day 

getting hammered plays to 
a ridiculous stereotype of 
the Irish — and if that’s 
what you’re doing, you 
should also be cheap about 

it! The St. Patty’s Booze-
crawl offers unlimited 
drinks at fi ve Bushwick wa-
tering holes for a $30 ticket, 
as you travel between them 
with pro-drinking group 
Boozy Bushwick. 

St. Patty’s Day Booze-
crawl (Starting at the John-
sons, 369 Troutman St. 
between Irving and Wyck-
off avenues in Bushwick, 
boozecrawl.eventbrite .
com). March 17 at  5:30 pm. 
$30.

Green screen
Take a break from booz-

ing for a silly, semi-Irish 
fl ick featuring Ice-T tak-

ing on an evil leprechaun 
played by Warwick Davis. 
“Leprechaun in the Hood” 
will screen at Nitehawk Cin-
ema just after midnight on 
Friday and Saturday nights.

“Leprechaun in the 
Hood” at Nitehawk Cinema 
(136 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, www.nitehawkcin-
ema.com), March 17 and 18 
at midnight. $12. 

Slainte Slope
Park Slope’s 42nd an-

nual St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade will hit the streets 
on the Sunday after St. 
Patrick’s day. This year’s 
procession will be led 
by James Houlihan, the 
owner of Windsor Terrace 
institution Farrell’s Bar 
and Grill, and the parade 
will feature plenty of bag-
pipes, kilts, and brogues.

Park Slope St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade (Starting at 
15th Street and Prospect 
Park West, www.brook-
lynstpatricksparade.com), 
March 19 at 1 pm.

Bay’s big day
Bay Ridgites will have 

an extra week to build up 
their supply of Irish pride, 
since the enormous an-
nual Bay Ridge St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade will kick 
off on March 26 this year. 
The 30-block procession 
will include fl oats, march-
ing bands, and (of course) 
plenty of bagpipes.

Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade (Starting at 
Third Avenue and Marine 
Street in Bay Ridge, www.
brparade.com), March 26 
at 1 pm.

GOING GREEN
St. Patrick’s Day events to celebrate in Brooklyn

PIPING HOT!: Bay Ridge’s Saint Patrick’s Day Parade on March 26 
will feature plenty of bagpipers as it travels along Third Avenue 
from Marine Avenue to 33rd Street. File photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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The message is universal 
in every language and culture: 
“The best alternative to drugs 
is sports,” says Volodymyr 
Lakhman, a wrestler who was 
born in the Ukraine. 

It is why the 25-year-old 
champ, a winner of competitions 
held in Europe and in the United 
States, volunteers his time to 
talk to students about the im-
portance of staying away from 
drugs, and finding constructive 
alternatives.

He has visited the EAST 
Academy in Bensonhurst, bring-
ing his medals to show the young 
scholars and communicating 
with them in Russian. It’s a lan-
guage that many are familiar 
with because their parents and 
grandparents speak it at home, 
says principal Yelena Sokolin.

The school has a Drug Aware-
ness Program, and Lakhman is 
a wonderful asset to that pro-
gram. 

“He is very sincere and ded-
icated to the children,” Soko-
lin says. “He teaches them how 
to protect themselves, their 
friends, and their family.” He 
builds their confidence.

“He encourages them to 
spend their free time in sports 
activities, rather than getting 
involved with things they aren’t 
supposed to be doing,” she says. 
Sokolin is so pleased with the 
way he has captured the atten-
tion of the students that she 
hopes to bring him on as a gym 
teacher.  

Lakhman was never idle as a 
kid. He started taking wrestling 
classes in the Ukraine when he 
was just 5 years old, says Rus-
sian journalist Alex Sirotin, 
who recently interviewed him 
for a news segment of a local 
Russian cable channel. He was 
able to build his skills quickly, 
and started earning medals 
right away. His parents were 
supportive, and made sure he 
stayed focused on his training.

He mastered the art of 
SAMBO, which is a Russian ac-
ronym that translates to “self-
defense without weapons.” He 
believes the technique is also an 
effective way to stay safe, with-
out the use of weapons. 

He won the New York State 
Open in grappling, and is the 
winner of the World, Europe, 

and US Opens.
He is skilled in judo, too, a 

disciplined martial art that in-
volves wrestling an opponent to 
the ground. 

Besides schools, Lakhman 
brings his message of good 
health and well-being to lo-
cal community events. Raisa 
Chernina of the Be Proud Foun-
dation welcomed Lakhman as a 
guest speaker at one of her re-
cent initiatives. 

“He found me on Facebook,” 
she says. “He called up and said, 
‘I want kids to have free lessons 
instead of free drugs.’ ” She was 
happy to oblige, and his appear-
ance was well-received by all, 
including the local politicians 
who attended.

Sirotin describes Lakhman 
as a “short, small guy,” and men-
tions it only because it wasn’t 
what he expected the wrestler 
he would be interviewing to look 
like. 

“It is strange to see that he is 
so strong,” says Sirotin. “He can 
put down men who are twice as 
tall as he is.” 

Yet, this strong man talks 
softly to the kids, “like a 
teacher,” who wants to make 
sure the students understand 
the importance of the subject 
matter, he says.

Lakhman looks forward to 
making additional school and 
community appearances.

Find him on Facebook at 
Vova Lakhman.

S P O N S O R E D  C O N T E N T

Wrestler tells kids to get involved in sports, not drugs
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s role play with a purpose.

Brooklyn’s volunteer emergency re-
sponders are launching summer search 
and rescue trainings across the borough 
— and enlisting locals to help. The ex-
ercises will put the responders’ training 
to the test in a neighborhood-wide scav-
enger hunt of sorts, where role-playing 
locals will drop hints and steer track-
ers in the right direction, said the orga-
nizer. 

“It’ll be a community effort,” said 
Coney Islander Eric Hebert, the Brook-
lyn deputy borough coordinator for the 
city’s volunteer responders. “It’ll be 
what the kids today call ‘live-action role 
play,’ with our volunteers as they go into 
the community and try to find some-
one or something. It’s an exciting chal-
lenge.” 

The exercises will kick off this sum-
mer first in Coney Island, then Prospect 
Park, and finally in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant. Volunteers will be thrown into a 
scenario — searching for a disoriented 
senior who wandered off, for instance — 
and use their training to canvas an area 
for strategically placed clues and “wit-
nesses.”

Community spaces will be trans-
formed into command centers, includ-
ing Community Board 13’s Coney Island 

office, where lead responders will coor-
dinate the effort. And locals will be sta-
tioned in specific spots in a given nabe 

with scripts that offer telling details 
about where volunteers should search 
next. 

The intrepid volunteers are part of 
the city’s community emergency re-
sponse teams, and are on the front lines 
of disaster management, undergoing a 
10-week training in triage, fire safety, 
and search and rescue. Roughly 2,000 
volunteers city-wide are divvied up per 
community board and perform a myr-
iad of tasks, including traffic and crowd 
control, interpreting for non-English 
speakers during emergencies, and staff-
ing evacuation shelters, according to 
Hebert. 

But the crux of their work is being 
ready to spring into action at a moment’s 
notice and get the job done — whatever 
that may be. And the search and rescue 
trainings keep the responders on their 
toes, said Hebert. 

“I’m looking for a challenge,” said Her-
bert. “I want crowds. I want chaos. I want 
to make the conditions as diffi cult as pos-
sible, so when we step up we’re prepared.”  

And locals are already eager to lend 
a hand.

“What a neat idea,” said Coney Is-
lander Gary Schwartz, who regularly 
strolls the Boardwalk. “It’s acting with 
a cause. Sign me up.” 

To learn how to become a commu-
nity responder or sign up to help with the 
search and rescue trainings, visit  www1.
nyc.gov  or call 311. 

ON THE PROWL: This summer, Brooklyn’s emergency response volunteers will test their skills with a 
Coney Island search and rescue training that enlists locals to role play with the volunteers.  
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

Emergency responders enlist locals’ help for training
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up

a.m
w

a

fro
M

Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
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to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 
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on your next order 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Marine Park author Paul Moses 
will lead a panel discussion about 
past and present intolerances 
based on ethnicity, race, and reli-
gion at the Carmine Carro Center 
on March 16. 

Detective Roberto Diaz from 
the city’s new Immigrant Out-
reach Unit will join Moses for the 
chat about the hardships and prej-
udices many immigrant families 
face.

The insights of Moses’s 2015 
book, “An Unlikely Union: The 
Love-Hate Story of New York’s 
Irish and Italians,” is especially 
relevant today, said the president 
of the Madison-Marine-Homecrest 
Civic Association, who is hosting 
the discussion. 

“It’s a very timely book, it ad-
dresses these same issues that 
were occurring a century ago,” 
said Ed Jaworski. “I think it’s very 
good, very interesting, very infor-
mative — you see a lot of these 
problems of bias and prejudice 
were around for a long time, going 
back into the 1800s.”

Moses’s book follows the evolv-
ing relationship between Italian 
and Irish immigrant families be-
ginning in the 19th century, and 
how it started off rocky, but the 
two groups later began to inter-
marry. The proof is in Moses’s 
own marriage — he is half-Italian, 
and his wife is of Irish ancestry, he 
said. 

“That really inspired me to look 
into the back story,” said Moses, 
who teaches journalism at Brook-
lyn College. “We have all these 
controversies about immigration 
now, the story remains relevant.”

The panel discussion — en-
joyed over coffee and Irish soda 
bread in honor of St. Patrick’s 
Day — is open to the public, and 
Jaworski hopes the neighbor-
hood will come ready to engage 
in civil discourse about immi-
gration to better understand the 
diffi culties so many face, and see 
past the stereotypes and fears 
people have today, he said. 

“There’s always been a cer-
tain amount of intolerance in 
this country, and all I could hope 

is that we break down prejudice 
— not that we will solve any 
problems, but at least create an 
open discussion about it,” said 
Jaworski. “Maybe neighborhood 
by neighborhood, take a little 
piece of different parts of the 
city and try to have respect and 
tolerance for each other. Love 
thy neighbor, right?”

And Moses will be selling newly 
released paperback versions of his 
book for $15 a pop, he said. 

Paul Moses at the Carmine 
Carro Center [3000 Fillmore Ave-
nue at Marine Parkway in Marine 
Park, (718) 375–9158] March 16 at 
7:30 pm. Free. 

Talking immigration at 
Carmine Carro Center

A LOVE-HATE STORY: Paul Moses will 
lead a panel discussion about his book, 
“An Unlikely Union, the Love-Hate Story 
of New York’s Irish and Italians.” 

anything is happening in our 
world and our community.”

Each night of the series 
features several different per-
formances, including short 
plays, songs of protest, mono-
logues, dances, and lectures. 
The works fall into two broad 
categories, said Irondale’s ar-
tistic director Jim Niesen — 
bitterly humorous takes on 
the administration, and upli-
fi ting pieces that seek to in-
spire citizens. 

The fi rst category includes 
“the sort of realm of ‘Saturday 
Night Live’ things, more satir-
ical, just feisty, and the second 
is more inspirational — there 
is still good going on around 
you,” said Niesen, who lives in 
Boerum Hill. 

The series launched on 
March 4, with the audience 
welcomed by a full-size fi gure 
of President Trump holding a 
broken-winged eagle in a cage. 
The creator of the puppet said 
that striking visual art is one 
of the best ways to get people 
talking.

“I’ve been doing protest pup-
pets for a while, it’s a great way 
to get people’s attention, bring 

attention to issues. I’ve brought 
him to a dozen demonstrations, 
people really enjoy him, people 
light up,” said Elliot Crown, 
who lives in Manhattan. “Sat-
ire is very powerful and I’ve 
used him to make comments 
about [Trump’s] sexism, about 
his ban on Muslims, about the 
environment. And the hope is 
that an image can get deep into 
people’s memories and imagi-
nations and make them want 
to know more and think more 
about an issue.”

But the new president has 
an upside, too, said Crown — 
he has mobilized artists to 
create new work and to take a 
stand against him. 

“In general, artists are re-
ally the last people to engage 
in political matters and it’s 
really wonderful now that 
Trump has turned out to be 
such a good organizer and get 
everybody to do things and 
to show up,” he said. “People 
have to stand up, and now is 
the time.” 

“Not Normal: Art in Resis-
tance in the Time of Trump” at 
the Irondale [85 S. Oxford St. 
between Lafayette and Greene 
avenues in Fort Greene, (718) 
488–9233, www.irondale.org]. 
March 17–18, and 22–24 at 7:30 
pm. Free.

TRUMP
Continued from page 1
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints
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Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS
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FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!
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Sterling!
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Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Fire marshals are in-
vestigating a blaze that 
broke out in a Lester 
Court home in Gerritsen 
Beach on March 1, devas-
tating a family who was 
almost set to move back 
in after the city’s housing 
recovery program Build 
It Back rebuilt it from 
scratch. 

The tragedy is a fl ash-
back to 2012, when Hur-
ricane Sandy destroyed 
their home along with ev-
erything inside — but this 
time, the family is grate-
ful that all they lost was 
time, said homeowner 
Daniel Cepeda. 

“I know my wife is 
pretty heartbroken, so am 
I, we were just so close. 
We’ve been out of the 
house going on 14 months 
almost, so it’s been a long 
ride — just being so close 
and knowing what was go-
ing to be happening in the 
next month or so, having 
that idea in the back of 
your mind, that crushes 
you,” he said. “We didn’t 
lose anything, and I think 
my wife puts it the best, 
‘We didn’t lose anything 
but time.’ ”

Sixty fi refi ghters ar-
rived at the home be-
tween Madoc and Noel 
avenues at 11:20 am, and 
had everything under 
control by 11:59 am, a 
Fire Department spokes-
man said. The fi re was on 
the second fl oor and ex-
tended into the attic, he 
said. Two fi refi ghters sus-
tained non-life threaten-
ing injuries and were not 
taken to the hospital, the 
spokesman said.

Workers were inside 
the house during the time 
of the fi re doing general 
interior construction, ac-
cording to a Build It Back 
spokesman, and once the 
fi re marshals fi nish up 
the investigation, the city 
will determine the work 
that’s needed to be done to 
get the family fi nally back 
into their new home. 

“We are working 
closely with FDNY, which 
is working to determine 
the cause of the fi re,” said 
Matt Viggiano. “We will 
ensure that these hom-

eowners return to a re-
silient and safe home as 
soon as possible.”

The home didn’t suffer 
badly from the fl ames, but 
fi refi ghters drowned it in 
water, and so contractors 
must now assess the dam-
age, said Cepeda. 

The sluggish Build It 
Back program has been 
plagued with problems 
from the get-go, and is 
 now more than $500 mil-
lion over-budget after 
missing Mayor DeBla-
sio’s own self-imposed 
deadline to repair all the 
Sandy-damaged homes by 
the end of 2016 .

Another  Build-it-Back 
home in Gerritsen Beach 
toppled over in June , and 
contractors  tried to cover 
up that they were at fault . 
And homeowners in the 
same nabe have  com-
plained about worker’s 

equipment blocking them 
in on Gerritsen Beach’s 
famously narrow streets , 
once even preventing a 
kid with autism from get-
ting to school. 

But the Cepedas are 
happy with the city’s help, 
and now are just looking 
forward to fi nally having 
a place to call home again, 
said Christina Cepeda, a 
mom to two. 

“I’m upset, but in 
Sandy we actually lost all 
our belongings and every-
thing. I have a 2-year-old 
and 4-year-old and they 
are my main concerns,” 
she said. “I have had a 
great experience with 
Build It Back so far. The 
guys are very hard work-
ers — they did a really 
amazing job, the house 
looked great. Accidents 
happen, I just hope this 
never happens again.”

NOT SO FAST: Daniel and Christina Cepeda were looking forward 
to moving into their rebuilt house in the next month or so, before 
a blaze on March 1 set back the move indefi nitely. 
 Photo by Jon Farina

Fire rips Sandy-devastated 
Gerritsen Build-It-Back house MATTRESS SALE
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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ping up all over the place. 
Not sure if you all notice 
it, but now I can’t help but 
notice them. Where a new 
utility pole was put up, 
they don’t take down the 
old one,” said Maisel dur-
ing a Community Board 18 
meeting on Feb. 15. “Some 
of our streets are begin-
ning to look like palisades, 
one pole after another pole. 
We actually had in Ger-
ritsen Beach, two poles that 
were leaning at 45-degree 
angles, and it takes quite 
a bit of effort to take down 
the poles that really are in 
bad shape.”

The city could previ-
ously charge a utility com-
pany $250–$500 for leav-
ing in an unused pole, but 
the new legislation raises 
that fi ne to a minimum of 
$350 and a maximum of 
$750, and requires the city 
to notify the company 10 
days in advance of getting 
fi ned if they don’t pull it 
out of the ground, accord-
ing to Maisel, which he 
hopes will increase com-
pliance. 

“The greater the fi ne, 
the more likely people don’t 
want to pay it,” he said. 
“They will be more anxious 
to comply with the law.”

In addition to the in-
creased fi nes, the legisla-

tion creates a system for 
following up and actually 
collecting the fi nes, which 
Maisel doubts happened 
much in the past.

“The city was not or-
ganized to bring this to 
the attention of the util-
ities. I don’t think any-
body has ever been fined 
for it.”

Redundant utility 
poles have raised hack-
les in Marine Park a few 
times before, particularly 
when one lady’s beloved 
Linden tree had a brush 
with death after  Con Ed 
inserted a new wooden 
pole right in its fl ower 

bed , but the utility com-
pany quickly came to the 
rescue and removed it. 

And about six months 
after that,  extraneous poles 
blocked the crosswalk sig-
nals at a few intersections  
in the neighborhood.

Verizon declined to 
comment, according to 
spokesman Ray McCon-
ville. A spokesman for Con 
Ed said the company will 
work with the city’s new 
legislation.

“We’re aware of the new 
legislation and will work 
with the city to achieve its 
objectives,” said Con Ed’s 
Bob McGee.

projection in a single day 
last month, creating a dig-
ital video animating the 
various words, with the 
letters distorted so they 
appear straight and nar-
row to people viewing it at 
an oblique angle.

“I wanted it to be very 
simple and aggressive,” he 
said.

The installation is vis-
ible from the Smith-Ninth 
station, but pedestrians at 
ground-level haven’t re-
ally taken notice so far, 
Worthington says.

“I’ve been outside a bit 
and nobody looks up,” he 
said,

Another wrinkle is 
that the shutterbug is now 
starting to miss his view, 
as the artwork takes up all 
his window space.

“We have a spectacu-
lar view there and it’s an 
incredible bright sunny 
space during the day, so 
it’s a bummer not to be 
able to look out during the 
day.”

But the lensman isn’t 
ready to can his creation 
just yet, and says he plans 
on tinkering with it and 

adding more words in the 
future.

And one day, he might 
even pay tribute to the 
neighborhood’s legendary 
signs of yesteryear.

“I was thinking, ‘God, 
I should definitely work 
up a Kentile projection 
to put up,’ ” Worthington 
said.

TRUMPED UP: Photographer Ashton Worthington created this il-
luminated “Resist” sign in the windows of his third-fl oor studio at 
the Gowanus Lofts in protest of President Trump.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 1 

SIGN

Continued from page 1 

POLES

LEANING TOWER OF UTILITY POLE: Councilman Alan Maisel in-
troduced new legislation to fi ne utility companies for leaving in 
poles in danger of falling over.   Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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Attention Seniors 
and Caregivers  

S P O N S O R S

Sun., March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

The Allure Group

Come to the

FREE Admission
Register now at 
eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Valet Parking

FREE Coffee, Tea & Refreshments

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

Register now to attend for free. eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com or call (718) 260-4552
Coffee, tea and refreshments will be available at no charge. Food will be available for purchase.

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference

2017

10:30 am
Urology in the elderly            
Debunking Popular 

Myths About Elder Care

11:30 am
Safety Concerns of 

Seniors: Fraud, Fear & Facts 

What you need to 
know about Vascular Health: 
Important concepts and 
misconceptions 

12:30 pm
Navigating Home Care
Medicare and 

Medicaid Planning

1:30 pm
Wills, Trusts, Benefi ciary 

Designations, and Estate Planning 
Understanding 

Managed Long Term Care- MLTC

Additional seminars to be announced

The event will feature informa tional 
seminars and more than 80 vendor 
booths showcasing a variety of facilities, 
products and services such as assisted 
living, home care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, massage, 
neuro-feedback, osteopathy, skin care, 
elder care options, community wellness 
initiatives, chiropractic, and more. 

SEMINAR SCHEDULE
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