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ON ALERT: Gov. Cuomo meets with police and Jewish Children’s Museum founder Deborah Halberstam, who 
created the museum in honor of her slain son Ari, following a bomb threat at the Crown Heights institution 
on March 9. Photo by Paul Martinka

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Someone texted in a bomb 
threat to a Midwood Jewish 
center on March 10, prompting 
an evacuation of the Coney Is-
land Avenue building around 
8 am, just one day after  the 
Jewish Children’s Museum 
in Crown Heights received its 
own e-mailed bomb threat . 
Both menacing messages were 
unfounded, but rattled nerves 
nonetheless.

Police responded to the 
Jewish Association Serv-
ing the Aging at 8:05 am af-
ter someone working for the 
agency got a text that a bomb 
would go off, offi cials said. Po-
lice would not go into more 
detail about who received the 
text or what else it said. 

Offi cers searched and 
cleared the building between 
Foster Avenue and Avenue 
H, and deemed it safe for ev-
eryone to go back inside by 
10:22 am, a police department 

BY COLIN MIXSON
A hoaxer sent a bomb threat 
to the Jewish Children’s Mu-
seum in Crown Heights on 
March 9, prompting police to 
evacuate the building while 
they hunted for explosives 
that, fortunately, never mate-
rialized. 

Staff received an alarm-
ing e-mail threatening a co-
ordinated pipe-bomb attack 
at 8:45 am, and moved quickly 
to clear out the Eastern Park-
way museum, according to 
police.

The letter-writer claimed 
he had previously worked 
with a crew that planted the 
explosives, but had since had 
a crisis of conscience. 

“I recently cleared my 
mind and I want to prevent 
the bombing attack this 
bombing attack for [sic] tak-
ing place by notifying you,” 
he wrote. “I do not want to 
see innocent children die 
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center
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Children’s 
Museum

evacuated
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Musical reveals 
the hidden story 
behind D-Day

Acts of war

D-dance: “946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus 
Tips,” now playing at St. Ann’s Warehouse, 
is a rollicking musical set in England shortly 
before D-Day. Steve Tanner

By Caroline Spivack

A bit of history has landed on the shores of 
Dumbo!

An all-ages military musical uses songs, 
dance, and puppetry to bring to life a tragic, almost-
forgotten piece of World War II history. “946: The 
Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips” running at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse through April 9, delves into the ill-
fated rehearsals for D-Day that brought battalions of 
African-American soldiers to a tiny town on the shore 
of England. The British company behind the show 
believes that it will have extra resonance for a modern 
American audience, said its artistic director.

“It’s this covered-up history of these mainly black 
GIs coming to this rural community with all the 
themes of diversity and inclusivity that are so relevant 
to now,” said Mike Shepherd, who also acts in the 
play. “We were especially keen on bringing this to the 
U.S. because those black GIs were airbrushed out of 
American history.”

The play dives into the buried events of “Operation 
Tiger” on April 28, 1944 — a massive dress rehearsal 
for the invasion of Normandy that was intended to feel, 
look, and smell like the real thing. But the rehearsal 
turned into one of the war’s biggest fiascoes, when 
German boats spotted the troop ships and attacked, kill-
ing 946 men during the massive simulation.

But the play, based on a children’s book of the same 
name, uses an unusual frame for the story, telling it 
through the eyes of a young girl and a black soldier on a 
quest to find her cat during the bungled maneuvers. 

“It’s this adult world and war told through the per-
spective of a little girl and her cat, so it’s relatable for 
kids,” said Shepherd. 

For the exercise, the village of Slapton was trans-
formed into a war zone, with thousands of locals ordered 
to leave, and unsure if they were fleeing a real invasion. 

In the play, a young girl named Lily realizes her cat 
Tips was left behind during the evacuation, and she 
sets out with the help of an American solider named 
Adolphus to rescue her beloved feline from behind the 
simulated battlefront.

The show uses original songs and 1940s tunes to tell 
their story, enhanced by a vibrant cast of characters and 
puppets, portraying soldiers, local figures, and a slew 
of cats, chicken, and sheep. The narrative fuses Lily 
and Adolphus’ journey with the unfolding drama of 
Operation Tiger to create a touching tale that all ages can 
get something out of, said Shepherd.

“There’s delight and scariness for children and 
delight and poignancy for adults,” he said. “We’ve 
always done shows for everyone. We don’t make chil-
dren’s shows; we make a show everyone can enjoy. It’s 
just a bloody good night out.”

“946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips” at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [45 Water St. between Old Dock 
and New Dock streets in Dumbo, (718) 254–8779, 
www.stannswarehouse.org] Through April 9; Tue–Fri 
at 8 pm, Sat, 3 pm and 8 pm, Sun, 2 pm and 7 pm. 
$35–$71.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Call it the luck of the labra-
doodle.

A charismatic canine 
named Seamus has been the 
offi cial mascot of the Bay 
Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade for the last four years 
without a hitch. Each year 
the Labrador retriever-poo-
dle mix rolls down Third Ave-
nue in a Mustang convertible, 
sporting a shamrock hat and 
fl ashing his signature smile 
at parade-goers — and locals 
can’t imagine the procession 
without him.

“Seamus is like the pa-
tron saint of the parade,” said 
Ridgite Robert Davis, friends 
of Seamus’s adoptive parents. 
“He’s the center of attention. 
Everybody loves him.”

Seamus’s owners, Deirdre 
Croni Butler and Michael But-
ler, put Seamus in the parade 
in 2012 on a whim. He rode in 
the backseat of his friend’s 
roadster to much fanfare, and 
the following year the parade 
committee dubbed the doggy 
the offi cial mascot — after all, 
his name is Seamus.  

But this pampered pooch 
has never seen the emer-
ald hills of Ireland and is 
Brooklyn-bred through-and-
through. The Ridgite works 
as greeter/mascot/salesman 
at the Butlers’ Third Avenue 
pet supply store near 76th 
Street, Paws Truly, where the 
cult of Seamus lives strong.

The shop is peppered with 
blown up photos of the fl uff 
ball — including Seamus 
dressed as “Santa Paws,” 
and in a party hat for his 
fi fth birthday — signed with 
well-wishes from locals, of 
course. Seamus’s doppel-
ganger — a look-a-like Home 
Depot Christmas decoration 
— stands tall in the storefront 
window. And the shop’s busi-
ness cards read more like the 
pup’s personal calling cards, 
which state: “Seamus Butler” 

with a beaming headshot of 
the dog.

Paws Truly is stocked to 
the gills with all manner of 
pet goodies, but it’s Seamus’s 
larger-than-life persona that 

keeps locals coming back, 
said Deirdre.

“He’s a real charmer,” she 
said. “He’s got a great smile — 
a real ladies man. He’s good 
fun.”

The Butlers adopted Sea-
mus when he was fi ve months 
old in 2007 when Michael went 
into a pet store for bird feed 
and came out head over heels 

TOP DOG: (Top) Seamus Butler is greeter and mascot 
of Paws Truly pet store. (Above) The 10-year-old Lab-
radoodle has also been the offi cial Bay Ridge St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade mascot since 2013. (Right) He may 
be in his golden years, but the pooch is as limber and 
lean as ever.  Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

CANINE CRAIC!
Meet Seamus, mascot of the Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Continued on page 20
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Holy renderings, Batman!

The owner of  Gowanus’s 
so-called “Batcave”  — a turn-
of-the-century former power 
plant and derelict punk hang-
out near the canal — has un-
veiled his plans to turn the 
property into a manufacturing 
center for works of art over the 
next three years. 

 Millionaire philanthropist  
Joshua Rechnitz purchased the 
 famously graffi ti-covered prop-
erty  on Third Avenue, between 
Carroll and Third streets, for a 
cool $7 million in 2012 — only 
a few months after the well-
heeled bicycling enthusiast 
 made a high-profi le but ulti-
mately unrealized pledge  to 
build a $40-million velodrome 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

At the time, Rechnitz had 
envisioned the refurbished 
power station as a home for 

artists, with space for some 50–
odd studios spread throughout 
the workshop’s loft interior, 
but later decided the need for 
somewhere to fabricate new 
masterpieces was greater, and 
re-envisioned it as an art-man-
ufacturing center dubbed Pow-
erhouse Workshop, according 
to  a New York Times report .

The current plan is to in-
stall “state-of-the-art” facili-
ties for the production of works 
in wood, metal, ceramics, and 
textiles, as well as printmak-
ing, according to his founda-
tion the Powerhouse Environ-
mental Arts Foundation. 

The redesign, by Swiss ar-
chitecture fi rm Herzog and de 
Meuron — which  also designed  
London’s famed Tate Modern 
gallery — focuses largely on 
restoring the main building, 
called the turbine hall, along 
with the reconstructing its 

now demolished boiler house, 
which renderings depict mi-
nus the twin smoke stacks and 
slanted roof that once charac-
terized the bygone structure. 

From the outside, the iconic 
building will largely resemble 
the power station that was — 
and the museum graffi ti that 
wallpapers the inside will re-
main.

The structure began life as 
the Brooklyn Rapid Transit 
Power Station, a coal-burning 
plant built to supply electricity 
to the local steam railroad and 
street-car system in 1903. 

The plant was decommis-
sioned in the 1950s and the ad-
joining boiler house was later 
demolished, according to Pow-
erhouse.

The property changed 
hands several times through 
the decades until its abandon-

OUT WITH OLD, IN WITH THE RETRO: Renderings created by architecture fi rm Herzog and de Meuron depict 
the Powerhouse Workshop, which will largely resemble the now dilapidated power station as it once was. 
 Herzog and de Meuron

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn Heights’ PS 8  once 
again  has a waiting list for 
next year’s kindergarten 
class, despite a controversial 
rezoning that drastically re-
duced the area served by the 
popular elementary school 
last year.

Parents had hoped the 
change would stave off over-
crowding for at least a few 
more years, but the city’s 
hot fi x hasn’t weathered the 
rapid infl ux of families to 
the area, according to a local 
leader.

“It was a band-aid — a 
patch,” said Community Ed-
ucation Council 13 president 
David Goldsmith, whose 
daughter attended PS 8. “Ev-
eryone is grappling with the 
fact that building in Down-
town is outrageous and the 
amount of residential hous-
ing is exploding, and that 
whatever gain PS 8 got was 
just really temporary.”

The school had  its fi rst 
wait-list-free  year in a long 
while in 2016 after the city 
 cut the area its serves by 
roughly half , rolling Dumbo 
and Vinegar Hill into the PS 
307 school zone — a move 
that  outraged many pro-
spective PS 8 parents  who’d 
planned on sending their 
offspring to the Hicks Street 
school, as well as those at PS 
307  who worry  that a rush of 
rich white pupils will dra-
matically change a school 
that largely serves minority 
students. 

But the relief was short-
lived — this year it has yet 
again had to relegate 22 pint-
sized pupils to purgatory, 
and they’ll only be eligible 
to attend if some of the 165 
students offered spots elect 
to seek their schooling else-

where. 
A Department of Educa-

tion rep attributes the in-
crease to 18 out-of-zone kids 
who are being grandfathered 
into the school because they 
already had older siblings 
there before the borders 
changed — and he’s confi -
dent things will ease off in 
the coming years once all of 
those families pass through 
the system. 

“The number of siblings 
receiving this priority will 
decrease in coming years,” 
said spokesman Will Mantel.

But Goldsmith thinks 
things will actually get worse 
due to Downtown develop-
ment. And even if the city de-
cides to throw money at the 
problem and erect a whole 
new elementary school, he 
said, the benefi ts wouldn’t be 
felt for years, so some more 
immediate solutions are still 
needed.

“Even if there was a pot 
of money and they could buy 
the land and build the build-
ings, we wouldn’t see these 
new school buildings for six, 
seven, or even eight years, 
so we have to look at this in 

PS 8 wait list back 
despite rezoning

PACKED IN AT PS 8: Dismissal 
time at over-crowded PS 8 is hec-
tic. File photo by Jason Speakman

‘Batcave’ forever
Gowanus building makeover keeps graffi ti 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The Windsor Terrace Li-
brary is checking itself out.

Brooklyn Public Library 
has taken its E. Fifth Street 
branch offl ine for at least a 
month while it installs a so-
called “green roof.”

Much like a regular roof, 
a green roof provides shade 
and shelter, but is also cov-
ered with shrubbery, along 

with hardy varieties of grass 
and heather.

All that foliage will cut 
down on bills by keeping the 
one-story building cool in the 
day and warm in the evening, 
according to the library.

It is also supposed to pro-
vide a home for wildlife, such 
as birds and bees, although 
likely not the book-reading 
squirrel  featured in render-

ings of the new library roof , 
which, unfortunately, do not 
exist in nature. 

Brooklyn Public Library 
had been planning to re-
place the Windsor Terrace 
branch’s canopy with a stan-
dard roof design, but was able 
to upgrade the renovations 
with more foliage thanks 
to $250,000 provided by tax-
payers through Councilman 

Brad Lander (D–Windsor 
Terrace).

To accommodate borrow-
ers through the closure, the 
library is setting up its Book-
mobile — that’s a truck with 
books on it — outside, which 
will be open on Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 11 am to 4 
pm beginning March 15.

The literary repository is 
scheduled to reopen some-

time in mid April — although 
work on the roof will continue 
through the summer — but 
the library system has a bad 
track record of long delays 
for such things.  In previous 
years , both the Fort Hamil-
ton and Park Slope branches 
were closed for three years 
to accommodate renovations 
that were expected to con-
clude after 18 months.

Shelved! WT library closed for at least a month

Continued on page 20 Continued on page 20
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BY COLIN MIXSON
This party was Pur-im enter-
tainment!

Park Slope ankle-biters 
were treated to games, treats, 
and pony rides courtesy of 
Chabad of Park Slope and Con-
gregation B’nai Jacob, which 
hosted a “Fiddler-on-the-
Roof”–themed Purim party 
Sunday at its Ninth Street syn-
agogue. 

Grade schoolers are not 
typically known for their ap-
preciation of musical theater, 

but one local mom said the tots 
couldn’t have asked for more 
from the shindig. 

“It was really nice,” said 
Maya Loren who came with 
her husband and two daugh-
ters. “They did a good job.”

Keeping with the theme of 
the 1964 musical — which is 
set in a rural turn-of-the-cen-
tury Russian shtetl — the party 
planners brought out a cowboy 
entertainer, who juggled fi re-
sticks and showed the kids a 
few tricks with his trusty lasso. 

But Sunday’s main attrac-
tion was undoubtedly Smores 
the pony, who rode out from 
Kensington Stables to treat 
some tots to their fi rst-ever 
equine encounter.   

Parents, meanwhile, en-
joyed matzo balls and lots-o 
booze courtesy of an open bar. 

And as the adults liquored 
up, kids danced to the classic 
tunes of a traditional Klezmer 
ensemble, featuring a violin, 
accordion, and some snazzy 
period costumes.

Purim raises the ‘Roof’

HORSE AND PONY SHOW: (Above) A tot sits astride pony Smores at Cha-
bad of Park Slope and Congregation B’nai Jacob’s Purim Party on March 
12. (Center) Parents Maya and Cyril Loren read along with their kids. (Left) 
A little lion enjoys the festivities.  Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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But the cans are great
BY LAUREN GILL

Lose the Menchaca, take the cans.
Red Hook’s Van Brunt Street is 

welcoming 10 new bespoke bins cre-
ated by a local welder (although  they 
fi rst need to have Councilman Car-
los Menchaca’s name removed from 
their rims  before hitting the streets). 
The custom steel cans each feature a 
unique tree-inspired design that are 
supposed to be a nod to the neighbor-
hood’s industrial past while also say-
ing, “stash your trash here!” accord-
ing to the creator. 

“I wanted them to kind of blend in 
but also be noticeable and welcoming 
to garbage,” said Marsha Trattner, the 
owner of metalwork studio She-Weld 
on Van Dyke and Ferris streets. 

The new rubbish receptacles will 
replace old Sandy-battered litter bas-
kets at the corners of Dikeman, Sulli-
van, and Pioneer streets. 

Local business group the South-
west Brooklyn Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation organized the new 
waste cases, and taxpayers footed the 
bill to the tune of $15,000 at the behest 
of Councilman Carlos Menchaca (D–
Red Hook).

The bulk of the bill went to compen-
sating Trattner, who crafted each can 
by hand.

“The upper part is all hand-done 
and there’s a little bit of variety in each 
one,” she said. “They still have a hand-
made quality and also a little of varia-
tion.”

But the Department of Sanitation 
doesn’t allow city bins to get too free-
form, and Trattner sill had to adhere 
to regulations that each be able to hold 
40 gallons — or approximately 332 
pounds — of trash, include a door to 
remove the bags, and keep the colors 
to green, black, or gray. 

BY RUTH BROWN
Talk about naming and shaming!

Pricey new trash cans slated to 
roll out in Red Hook are plastered 
with the slogan “Sponsored by Coun-
cil member Carlos Menchaca” — de-
fying a city ban on electeds branding 
bins with their monikers. But the lo-
cal pol claims he had no idea the busi-
ness group responsible had made the 
illicit and unsightly additions, and 
agrees the decals should go.

“I was surprised and humbled by 
that gesture but I also hope they re-
move it — it ruins the artistic integ-
rity of the sculpture,” said Menchaca 
(D–Red Hook), referring to trash 
cans as art.

Menchaca used $15,000 from tax-
payer coffers to fund the 10 new re-

fuse receptacles for Van Brunt Street 
in a project organized by Southwest 
Brooklyn Industrial Development 
Corp. and crafted by local welder 
Marsha Trattner.

The fancy cans will replace an ex-
isting batch that are Sandy-battered 
but still appear to be in working or-
der.  

A spokeswoman for the work-
force-development group also says 
Menchaca didn’t know his name was 
part of the design until they were 
unveiled last week, and her outfi t 
thought the ban was just on pols ask-
ing for their label on junk buckets.

“We were under the impression 
that the rule was an elected official 
can’t ask, ‘Oh put my name on this,’ 

Bin there, done that
New trash cans illicitly bear Menchaca’s name

IN IT TO BIN IT: Councilman Carlos Menchaca and welder Marsha Trattner pose with the 
cans bearing his name. The Red Hook pol claims he didn’t realize his moniker was plastered 
on the side until this photo shoot. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued on page 14
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Give Your 
Home / Apartment 
A Whole New Look 

For Spring!

Call for a FREE consultation and estimate!

917-858-3579
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On Budget

BY RUTH BROWN
It is a shellfi sh use of space!

Crustacean-stuffed roll 
chain Luke’s Lobster has 
taken over the entire Smoke-
stack Building in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park — where it pre-
viously shared a kiosk with 
sandwich shop Sub No. 7 dur-
ing the warm months — and 
is using the extra legroom for 
a licensed sit-down eatery, 
which opened for the season 
on March 15.

The fi shy business has 
fi lled the historic boiler-
house near the Brooklyn 

Bridge with 12 indoor seats 
— joining more tables out-
doors — where customers 
can sip wine and beer along-
side their clam chowder.

The outpost is remaining 
a counter-service operation 
and the menu will also keep 
the same lineup of Old Tes-
tament- and Talmud-fl out-
ing subs, soups, and sides for 
now, but Talwar says to look 
out for some new items later 
in the year. 

Luke’s Lobster [11 Water St. 
at Old Fulton Street in Dumbo, 
www.lukeslobster.com]

Bisque-y business!
CLAWING HIS WAY TO THE TOP: Luke’s Lobster co-founder Ben Conniff 
outside the company’s expanded digs in the old Smokestack Building.

BY RUTH BROWN
Wooooah-oooooh, Brooklyn 
Bridge Park is halfway there 
in planning a new plaza, but — 
woooooah-oooooh — locals are 
livin’ on a prayer that they can 
change park honchos’ minds. 

The park plans on turn-
ing the vacant space under its 
namesake bridge into a public 
square where it can host an 
ice-skating rink in winter and 
concerts in the summer — a 
la Bon Jovi’s 2005 music video 
for “ Welcome To Wherever You 
Are ,”  which was fi lmed nearby 
back when it was Empire-Ful-
ton Ferry State Park  — but 
neighbors want to go back to 
the drawing board.

The park’s community ad-
visory panel is demanding it 
schedule public workshops — 
so-called “charettes” — to dis-
cuss other ideas for the space, 
and members passed a unani-
mous resolution to that effect at 
their March 7 meeting.  

“A big plaza that will hold 
4,000 people — is that good for 
the park, good for surrounding 
communities? Before you make 
these decisions, our request is 

a community-based planning 
process,” said member Judi 
Francis, one of 14 local civic 
and business leaders on the 
Community Advisory Council.  

The decree came after park 
offi cials presented their vision 
for the piazza — a gathering 
space potentially used for festi-
vals, farmers markets, and the 
aforementioned winter wonder-

land, that can hold 
thousands of people, 
plus large barriers 
around the bridge 
to protect it from at-
tacks — according 
to those present.

Park bigwigs re-
fused to share the 
designs with this pa-
per, despite showing 
them at the public 
meeting, claiming 
they are “just pre-
liminary.”

A spokesman 
did respond by say-
ing what they have 
already dubbed 
“ Brooklyn Bridge 
Plaza ” was based on 
charettes held be-

tween 2000 and 2005 — before 
any of the park was built — but 
the panel members will have a 
chance to give their two cents 
as it works its way through 
their own design committee.  

But Francis says they don’t 
want to offer decorating tips on 
a pre-decided plan — they want 
to rethink the whole space be-

KEEPING THE FAITH
Locals: Let’s rethink plaza under B’Bridge

BLAZE OF GLORY: Bon Jovi performs in front 
of the Brooklyn Bridge in this classic 2005 fi le 
photo. That could become a reality once again 
under the park’s plan to build a big public plaza 
underneath that can host concerts. 

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
To

m
 C

al
la

n

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

fa
no

 G
io

va
nn

in
i

Continued on page 20



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 17–23, 2017 7  DT

Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to 
walk, bend, work, or drive as 
turning your head to see the 
car behind you — a function 
we barely even think about 
under normal conditions — 
is not possible. This kind of 
debilitating pain impacts the 
quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried 
to get help. You may have al-
ready seen doctors for tra-
ditional medical and chiro-
practic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the only 
possibility is surgery. 

But this is not your only 
option. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been treat-
ing patients with these condi-
tions for more than 33 years, 
reinstating their quality of 
life through nonsurgical treat-
ment. No spinal injections or 
drugs are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression ther-

apy, a leading non-surgical, 
alternative treatment for seri-
ous neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi. “It has helped 

people who are at the end of 
their rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to return 
to a more active lifestyle,” says 
the doctor. “There is a 90 per-
cent success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, en-
gineers, and technicians at 
major teaching hospitals, 
says Dr. DiGiuseppi, who is 
trained in these methods. 
The certification course was 
designed by the leading ex-
pert in spinal decompression, 
Dr. Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors worldwide and 
treated thousands of patients 
using a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain certifi-
cation involves more than 40 
hours of instruction, includ-
ing hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and 
others in the community 
with advanced spinal de-
compression therapy,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal steno-
sis, bulging, herniated, and 
degenerative discs, pinched 
nerves, and sciatica have 
found relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brook-
lyn 8214 - 13th Av-
enue 11228 in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY
Better options for back pain at Spine and Disc Center

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.
FACEBOOK.COM/3GUYSFROMBROOKLYN
TWITTER.COM/3GUYSFROMBKLYN

718-748-8340 • 6502 Ft Hamilton Pkwy
www.3GuysFromBrooklyn.com

CALL FOR IN-STORE PICKUP MON-FRI: Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

24/7

EBT

SALE STARTS WED MARCH 15TH, 7AM ENDS MON MARCH 20TH, 7PM

FRESH MOZZARELLA

3.99
16 oz2.99

59 oz

PREMIUM 100%
PURE ORANGE JUICE

HOME MAKER

SEEDLESS GRAPES
GOLDEN SWEET

79
SOUTHERN YAMS

US #1

49
GRAPE TOMATOES

SUGAR SWEET

89PINT
PKG

BARTLETT PEARS
RIPE SWEET

69
RED PEPPERS

EXTRA LARGE

59
KIRBYS

FARM FRESH

59

9 1.99
NAVEL ORANGES
SUNKIST SEEDLESS

2 5
WHIPPED BUTTER

8 ozD 2 5
1 LITER

POMEGRANATE
JUICE

EMPIRE OF TASTE

69
EXTRA FANCY
GALA APPLES

WASHINGTON



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 17–23, 20178    DT

78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Road rage
Police arrested a 47-year-old man 

for allegedly attacking a motorist 
on Fifth Street on Feb. 27.

The victim told police he was be-
hind the wheel of his car near Sev-
enth Avenue at 12:57 pm, when a 
traffi c dispute somehow related to 
a double-parked truck saw him em-
broiled in an shouting match.

The other man came then alleg-
edly socked the victim square in the 
jaw, leaving the man bloodied and 
bruised, before police arrested the 
suspect.

Blasphemy!
A sacrilegious sneak stole a 

man’s bike after he parked it on Car-
roll Street while he went to pray at a 
nearby house of worship on Feb. 26.

The victim told police he locked 
his bike to a pole between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues as he headed 
to church at 10 am, and returned 
just shy of an hour later to fi nd his 
Speedstar bicycle stolen. 

Bad day
Cops cuffed a 22-year-old woman 

suspected of going ballistic inside 
the city’s social services offi ce on 
Fourth Avenue.

A worker told police the suspect 
was inside the department building 
between Pacifi c and Dean streets at 
11:57 am, when she suddenly lost it 
and started hammering a glass par-
tition with her foot, causing around 
$1,000 worth of damage.

Graft card
Police busted a 26-year-old em-

ployee of a Flatbush Avenue depart-
ment store for taking $4,000 worth 
of ill-gotten gift cards on Feb. 18.

Another worker told police he 
was inside the store between At-
lantic and Fourth avenues at 4:07 
pm when he spotted the suspect fi ll 
two gift cards with $2,000 each, and 
stuff them in her pockets.

Double tipping
A 23-year-old man was arrested 

for allegedly stealing $504 from the 
Bergen Street nightclub where he 
worked on Feb. 21.

Detectives claim they got the sus-
pect to fess up to looting the water-
ing hole between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues at 2 am that night, when he 
allegedly cleaned out the register af-
ter everybody else had gone home.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Massive mistake 
A rogue drove off with a guy’s car 

after he parked it with the keys still 
in the ignition on Clinton Street on 
March 11, police said. 

The 41-year-old left his green 
2007 Lincoln town car still running 
near Hamilton Avenue at about 8:30 
pm when a punk jumped in it and 
drove off, according to authorities. 
The guy had also left his Samsung 
Galaxy phone and $500 inside, po-
lice said. The vehicle was later re-
covered on Bush Street between 
Columbia and Otsego streets, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Punked 
A generous guy thinks a snake 

scammed him out of hundreds of 
dollars on Henry Street on March 8, 
police said.

The 53-year-old man gave the 
supposedly down-on-his-luck man 
$760 near Sackett Street at about 4 
pm after he said he needed it for his 
family for a hotel and gas because 
he was homeless, according to au-
thorities. 

But the do-gooder thinks the 
weasel scammed him after seeing 
the grifter drive off in a sports util-
ity vehicle, offi cials said. 

Bad boss 
A employer hit his worker inside 

a business on Columbia Street on 
March 10, police said. 

The 37-year-old employee told po-
lice his boss hit him on the left side 
of his head, causing pain and minor 
cuts, during work near Gowanus 
Bay at 7:38 am, according to author-
ities. 

Those are not toys! 
Cops cuffed a guy for having a 

gun and pot in his Clinton Street 
apartment on March 3.

Police had a search warrant for 
the 35-year-old’s house near Hamil-
ton Avenue, and entered at 6:20 am 
to fi nd the 32-caliber revolver and 
large quantity of marijuana were 
accessible to his two children, ac-
cording to authorities. Cops are 
searching for a second person, po-
lice said. 

Caught 
Police arrested a 39-year-old 

man who had an active warrant af-
ter they pulled him over in his car 
on Columbia Street on March 11.

Offi cers pulled the suspect over 
between W. Ninth and Hunting-
ton streets at about 5 pm for exces-
sively tinted windows, and then saw 
a switchblade in plain view, accord-

ing to authorities. 

Energizer thief 
Offi cers nabbed a guy who they 

say stole packs of batteries from a 
Smith Street store on March 7.

The suspect put four packs of Du-
racell batteries in his backpack and 
left the store between Warren and 
Baltic streets at about 4:15 pm, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Drug bust 
Police cuffed a 29-year-old woman 

for having heroin and a crack pipe 
on Baltic Street on March 7.

Authorities arrested the woman 
for allegedly swiping three dollars 
from a guy between Bond and Nev-
ins streets at 2:20 pm when they 
found bottles of heroin marked “do 
or die” and a crack pipe with resi-
due on it, according to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

A nasty pizza work
Two brutes put a man in the hospital be-

cause they thought he’d served them a cold 
pie at a Lawrence Street pizzeria on March 
6. 

The male and female duo ac-
cused the victim of giving them icy 
slices inside the store between Wil-
loughby and Fulton street at around 
7 pm, according to a report — but 
things got heated when the man 
punched the victim in the face and 
the woman smashed a chair over 
his head.

Paramedics came to treat the in-
jured pie guy’s head at the scene, 
then took him to Methodist Hospi-
tal. 

Hamburglars
Four fi ends sneakily swiped a 

straphanger’s wallet while distract-
ing her at the Clark Street 2 and 3 
station on March 4 — then tried to 
use her credit card to buy burgers.

The victim told cops that the 
quartet fi rst approached her while 
she was waiting on the Midwood-
bound platform at around 5 pm, 
standing extremely close to her and 
talking so as to divert her atten-
tion. 

The woman is “100 percent” 
sure her Michael Kors wallet was 
in her bag at the time, but after she 
boarded the red bullet, she reached 
inside and found the wallet — plus 

the two credit cards and identifi ca-
tion cards it contained — had van-
ished, according to a police report.

Someone later tried to use one of 
her cards to buy $18 worth of greasy 
grub at a fast-food chain, but the 
charge was declined, police said. 

Rack attack
Police arrested a guy for alleg-

edly trying to whack an offi cer 
with a wrench on Warren Street 
on March 8, after the cop says he 
busted the man trying to use it to 
steal a bike.

The offi cer reported seeing the 
suspect trying to remove a two-
wheeler locked on a rack on the side-
walk at Smith Street at around 1:20 
pm. 

When the guy realized he’d been 
caught wrench-handed, he allegedly 
swung the tool at the cop and tried to 
run off — but the patrolman instead 
caught his arms and slapped cuffs 
on them, according to a report. 

Bad workout
Some scoundrel stole a gym-

goer’s clothes and wallet from his 
locker at a Livingston Street health 
club on March 9.

The 32-year-old victim told au-
thorities that he started working 
up a sweat at the fi tness hub be-
tween Elm Street and Bond Place 
at 10 pm. But when the gym bunny 
returned to the locker room at 11:45 
pm, he discovered he had nothing to 
change into — the lock on his stor-
age space was gone and his coat, 
shirt, and jeans had vanished from 
inside, along with a wallet contain-
ing $13, a debit card, and a Long Is-
land Railroad ticket. 

No fare
Two louts beat a taxi driver and 

swiped his phone instead of paying 
their fare on Lawrence Street on 
March 7.

One of the villains hailed the 
green cab at Fulton Street at around 
6 pm, and told the driver to head to 
Fulton and Jay streets to pick up his 
buddy, police said. 

But when the second scoundrel 
got into the car, the two bad guys 
punched the driver before taking 
his iPhone 5S and charger, and run-
ning off down Jay Street towards 
Willoughby Street, cops said.

Paint misbehaving
Someone pilfered a painter’s 

pricey industrial equipment from 
a Jay Street construction site some-
time between Feb. 15 and March 9.

The victim told cops he chained 
up his Titan 840 airless paint-
sprayer and Specseal A5205 fi restop 
spray at the worksite between Til-
lary and Johnson streets at 3 pm on 
Feb. 15, but when he returned at 6:30 
am on March 9, the chain had been 
cut and the gear was gone.

— Ruth Brown
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They just can’t get enough junk in 
the trunk. 

The city must rework how it col-
lects large junk from Bay Ridge and 
Dyker Heights streets because the 
Department of Sanitation’s new gar-
bage trucks have less space to cram 
in hulking waste, according to lo-
cals. 

Mattresses, furniture, and other 
large items are piling up curbside be-
cause the area’s new trucks are split 
between trash and organics. Now an 
extra truck swings by occasionally 
to collect the leftovers, but workers 
miss items that are then left to fes-
ter for weeks. The new procedure is 
just one big mess, said a community 
leader. 

“The problem is the system in 
place is not effective,” said Josephine 
Beckmann, district manager of Com-
munity Board 10. “We’re getting a ton 
of complaints about items that have 
been missed for weeks. Before this, 
we had no complaints about missed 
bulk pick up, now we have so many.”

The Department of Sanitation 
rolled out the so-called “dual bin 
trucks” in October 2016, which are 
divided into two compartments — 
one for trash and the other for bio-
degradables — as part of the city’s 
organics collection program, where 
residents haul bins packed with food 
scraps and yard waste to the curb for 
pick up, according to a Sanitation 
spokeswoman. 

 But the trucks’ split trash com-
pactor means the garbage side fi lls 
up faster and makes it more diffi cult 
to crunch what the city calls “bulk” 
items — anything bigger than four 
feet by three feet — and things get 
left behind, according to Beckmann. 
The result is a hodgepodge of junk lit-
tering the streets until a truck with 
the specifi c purpose of picking up 
bulk comes by. And that only hap-
pens if workers remember to fi ll out 
a form logging the rubbish and pass 
it along to a supervisor, according to 
an agency spokeswoman.

From October 2016 to March 2017, 

TRASH TALK: George Plagianos says it’s ridiculous that trash is piling up because of the 
city’s new garbage trucks. Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

WHAT THE 
TRUCK?!?
New Sanitation trucks leaving 

Ridge’s streets littered with junk

Continued on page 14
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Early Detection of Heart 
Disease  at BRMI

Now is a great time to get a 
heart checkup and commit to a 
healthy lifestyle that will lead 
to a lifetime of heart health. 
One of every four deaths are 
caused by heart disease, mak-
ing heart disease the leading 
cause of death for men and 
women in the United States 
and worldwide.  The aim of 
American Heart Awareness is 
to reduce the risk of heart dis-
ease through early detection 
and healthy lifestyle. With 
early detection, heart disease 
can be managed and treated  
before it results in heart at-
tack or death. Detecting a tick-
ing time bomb before it’s too 
late leads to a longer healthier 
life.

Doctors are now able to 
view the heart and its arter-
ies with a CT scan. A CT scan 
of the heart, also known as a 
cardiac CT or coronary CT an-
giogram, has been shown to 
be a very reliable way to non-
invasively check for blockages 
and areas of narrowing in the 
heart’s arteries (coronary ar-
tery disease). This simple test 
determines a patient’s future 
risk of adverse cardiovascular 
events, and identifies specific 
areas of disease within the 
coronary arteries. In the past, 
this information could only be 
reliably obtained from an in-
vasive test known as a cardiac 
catheterization which involves 
inserting a catheter into the 
arteries themselves.

Bay Ridge Medical Imag-

ing (BRMI) is proud to offer 
the next generation of cardiac 
CT, providing even greater 
degrees of resolution, clarity, 
and definition. The new Revo-
lution EVO delivers twice the 
spatial resolution of other CT 
scanners to show details as 
small as 0.28 mm, and pro-
vides a 135% improvement in 
detectability to potentially im-
prove treatment paths. This 

pioneering system reduces ra-
diation dose to the patient by 
83%, while still acquiring the 
high-quality images needed 
for accurate diagnosis. With 
this revolutionary technology, 
BRMI provides the high-res-

olution, low-dose images and 
answers that increase confi-
dence in detection of heart dis-
ease.

For your convenience we are 
open 7 days a week, 7am-11pm.   
www.brmi.org

BRMI @76th Street
7601 4th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-238-7000
Fax: 718-238-7005

BRMI @ Narrows
9920 4th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-921-0333
Fax: 718-921-0490

BRMI @ 5th Avenue
9020 5th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-880-3066
Fax: 718-880-3067

BRMI @ Sunset Pk.
6700-02 3rd Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11220
Tel: 718-880-3063
Fax: 718-709-7645

BRMI @ Dyker Heights
7117 13th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11228
Tel: 718-880-3060
Fax: 718-232-5796

BRMI @ Boro Park
3802 14th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11218
Tel: 718-854-5400
Fax: 347-533-4042

BRMI @ Midwood
2005 Coney Island Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel: 718-375-1300
Fax: 718-375-1334

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.orgVisit us at brmi.org
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

F reshman Councilman 

Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay) is will-

ing to throw away a quarter-
million dollars a year so he 
can keep working at City Hall, 
the pol claims.

Deutsch rakes in an ad-
ditional $100,000 to $249,000 
a year on top of his hefty 
$148,000 Council salary as 
the president of his Brooklyn-
based real estate company, 
Chasa Management, accord-
ing to city records.

But Deutsch must give all 
that up by next January if he 
wants to keep his seat — be-
cause last February the  Coun-
cil voted to give itself a $36,000 
pay raise , which went along 
with a  new law that forbids 
outside income come Jan. 1, 
2018 .

And Deutsch said he plans 
to give it up.

“The law is that as of Jan-
uary 2018, that I cannot have 
any more outside income and 
that’s what I will follow,” said 
Deutsch, “because I am run-
ning for re-election.”

The one-termer did not 
elaborate on what he plans to 
do with Chasa Management.

The law doesn’t go into ef-
fect until a year from now, so 

Council members for whom it 
applies still have time to fi g-
ure it all out —  but as it gets 
closer, they need to be sure 
to comply, said Dick Dadey of 
good-government group Citi-
zens Union.

“He would have to divest 
himself of any involvement 
with the real estate fi rm. If he 
shuts it down, then that would 
be appropriate, but that is not 
the only option to him,” he 
said “As Jan. 1 approaches, he 
needs to be more specifi c about 
what he’s done to comply with 
the rule.”

Deutsch was the only 
Brooklyn Council member 
to vote against both the pay 

raise and forbidding outside 
income, records show.

Deutsch currently has 
$57,714 in his campaign cof-
fers for his 2017 re-election,  ac-
cording to city records . And 
his cousin, Kalman Yeger, 
is  rumored to be running 
against him .

• • •
Brooklyn lawyers angling 

to be the borough’s next top 
prosecutor are blasting Act-
ing District Attorney Eric 

Gonzalez for not showing his 
face during a candidates fo-
rum last week, and for taking 
his time in announcing his 
own candidacy, despite hav-
ing raised more than $866,000 
for his campaign.

The city’s former  Human 
Rights Commissioner Pa-

tricia Gatling  happily par-
ticipated during the March 7 
forum at Brownsville’s Atlan-
tic Towers, but said she was 
shocked to not be joined by 
the current top legal eagle, she 
said.

“I think it’s disrespectful. I 
don’t know why he’s not show-
ing up,” said Gatling. “The 
people have a right to know 
who we are. He was in the of-
fi ce but people didn’t know 
who he was. People ask us 

questions and people see you 
and that’s how they determine 
who they want to lead.”

But Gonzalez is not trying 
to bend any rules — he’s sim-
ply not a candidate yet, said 
his spokeswoman Lis Smith.

“D.A. Gonzalez is 100 per-
cent focused on serving the 
people of Brooklyn. He will be 
announcing his intentions in 
the near future. As he’s not yet 
a candidate, he is not attend-
ing candidates forums,” said 
Smith in an e-mailed state-
ment. “He looks forward to a 
robust debate about the issues 
facing Brooklyn.”

Candidate Marc Flied-

ner — a civil rights attorney 
and former assistant district 
attorney under former D.A. 
Charles Hynes, who helped 
convict Police Offi cer Peter Li-
ang for fatally shooting Akai 
Gurley in 2014 — also didn’t 
make an appearance, but 
blamed Gonzalez for his own 
no-show, claiming  it should ei-
ther be everyone or no one at 
these debates .

“It’s outrageous that Eric 
Gonzalez has declined to en-
ter the race to date in order 
to avoid engaging in forums,” 
said Fliedner. “It’s not my 
campaign’s inclination to par-

ticipate in forums until he is 
required to participate like ev-
erybody else.”

Candidates who showed up 
at the debate included Brook-
lyn Heights District Leader 
Anne Swern, Councilman 
Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) and former prosecu-
tor Ama Dwimoh, who now 
works for Borough President 
Adams.

The primary is in Septem-
ber 2017.

• • •
Freshman Councilman 

Carlos Menchaca (D–Red 
Hook), who has repeatedly 
 come under fi re for his contro-
versial remarks about Israel , 
may face yet another competi-
tor in his quest for re-election 
— the woman who had the seat 
before him. 

Former Red Hook Coun-
cilwoman Sara Gonzalez 
recently registered as a can-
didate for the 38th Council 
District race, according to the 
 New York City Campaign Fi-
nance Board .

Menchaca will also face 
Sunset Park attorney Delvis 

Valdes, and Assemblyman 

Felix Ortiz (D–Sunset Park) 
 is rumored to be seeking the 
seat .

Deutsch: I’ll dump $249K in pay to stay in Council
PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, 

and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      

MON. MARCH 27th 

BROOKLYN- 
BAY RIDGE 

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 
Vesuvio Restaurant  
7305 Third Avenue 

WED. MARCH 29th   THUR. MARCH 30th 

BROOKLYN- 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY 
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 

Buckley’s 
2926 Avenue S 

BROOKLYN- 
PARK SLOPE 
3 PM & 7 PM 

The Montauk Club 
25 Eighth Avenue 
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Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

spokesman said.
Police are investigating the inci-

dent and its ties to the handful of other 
threats made against Jewish centers 
around the city, a department spokes-
man said. 

But locals are not so much cringing 
in fear as they are fuming in frustra-
tion — and are hoping the stream of 
unfounded threats is not a disturbed 
plot to “cry wolf” enough to bring ev-
eryone’s guard down, said photogra-
pher Simon Gifter, who was on the 
scene. 

“There’s no fear. The sense I got 
from interviewing people, they are 
sick and tired, not even scared any-
more. They are just fed up with the 
whole situation. That’s the mindset of 
a lot of people, ‘another stupid bomb 
threat,’ ” said Gifter. “But what if peo-
ple start letting their guard down? 
They are in a bind, have to take it seri-
ously because if they don’t and some-
thing happens.”

Offi cials believe the scares are all 
coming from one sick copycat with 
sophisticated technology to disguise 
himself — after  Missourian Juan 
Thompson was arrested last week for 
numerous threats across the county . 

One local pol took to social media to 
lament the relentless stream of threats 
coming day after day. 

“It seems that hardly a day goes by 
without a threat to an innocent Jewish 
institution. Elderly people threatened 
today, children yesterday,” Assembly-
man Dov Hikind (D–Midwood)  wrote 
on Facebook. “With all of the resources 
that are allegedly being dedicated to 
identifying the culprits and bringing 
them to justice, why has there only 
been one arrest? The current theory is 
that it’s one individual making these 
threats. So why can’t he be stopped?” 

And now Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand is 

leading the charge with a letter to the 
Department of Homeland Security de-
manding it increase federal funding to 
ensure the security and protection of 
religious institutions across the coun-
try on the heels of the growing number 
of bomb threats this year. The letter, 
signed by 18 senators from both sides 
of the aisle, cites the recent scares at 
many Jewish centers. 

The need for protection is impera-
tive and the federal government must 
recognize the severity of what’s going 
on, said Gillibrand.

“New Yorkers shouldn’t have to live 
or worship in fear,” she said. “Hate 
crimes and threats are on the rise and 
we can’t stand idly by and do nothing, 
or pretend it’s not happening. Now 
more than ever, we need to make sure 
our places of worship and commu-
nity centers have the right resources 
to protect themselves. I’m asking the 
Trump administration to take these 
threats seriously and dedicate more 
federal dollars to protecting religious 
and community centers.”

Continued from cover

ELDERLY

from this attack.”
Investigators scoured the building 

and surrounding area for more than 
four hours, but turned up empty-
handed and gave the all-clear just af-
ter 1 pm, cops said.

The museum  was built as a memo-
rial to Ari Halberstam , the 16-year-
old who was shot and killed when a 
gunman opened fi re on a van of Ha-
sidic students the Brooklyn Bridge in 
1994, and Gov. Cuomo noted that the 
threat fl ew in the face of everything 
the institution stands for. 

“This is one of the cruelest ironies 
yet in this rash of anti-Semitism that 
we’ve been experiencing,” said the 
governor, who visited  following a 
press conference he’d been holding at 
nearby Medgar Evers College. “This 
is a museum that is a monument to 
tolerance.”

The threat comes of the heels of 

several others against Jewish gath-
ering places and institutions around 
the city over the past few weeks.

Cops  arrested a St. Louis man on 
March 3  for allegedly threatening 
numerous Jewish centers, including 
several in New York City, as part of a 
weeks-long smear campaign against 
a former lover,  but police believe  
most of the threats around the coun-
try have been made by one person us-
ing sophisticated technology to dis-
guise his voice and location. 

A rash of bomb threats  also rocked 
Brooklyn schools last week , with 
calls made to Midwood High School, 
the John Jay Educational Campus 
in Park Slope, and Crown Heights’ 
Clara Barton High School.

In each case, the schools were 
evacuated and subsequently cleared 
after investigators found no evidence 
of explosives. 

Cops are investigating any pos-
sible connections between the bomb 
threats targeting Jews, according to 
a police spokesman.

UNDER INVESTIGATION: Someone texted in 
a bomb threat at a Midwood Jewish center 
on Coney Island Avenue on March 10. 
 Photo by Simon Gifter 

Continued from cover

MUSEUM

but it’s up to the nonprofit,” said 
Jesse Solomon. “We decided to ac-
knowledge the council member in 
that way.”

In fact, the rule is that litter bas-
kets can advertise that they were 
funded by a council member, but 
not which one, according to Depart-
ment of Sanitation spokeswoman 
Kathy Dawkins. 

The pols used to be able to get 
their names on official Sanitation 
trash cans, too, just by assigning 
a few hundred bucks to the agency 

— but the city banned the practice 
after critics complained they were 
using public funds to turn commu-
nity amenities into promotional ve-
hicles, according to a good-govern-
ment expert.

“It became, ‘Why should the 
council members take credit for 
providing public trash cans when 
they’re using taxpayer dollars?’ ” 
said Citizens Union honcho Dick 
Dadey. “They weren’t using their 
own dollars or campaign dollars.”

The “Menchaca” ornamentation 
is just a sticker, so Trattner doesn’t 
think it should be too hard to take 
it off before the detritus drums hit 
the street. — with Lauren Gill

Continued from page 5 

MENCHACA

311 logged nearly 300 complaints for 
missed bulk collection — compared 
to zero for the same period the year 
before, according to city data. But 
tossing a bookcase or a boudoir isn’t 
an everyday occurrence, so the city 
doesn’t think locals should be mak-
ing such a stink, said an agency 
spokeswoman. 

“It’s not every day that you’re 
throwing out a couch or a mat-
tress,” said Belinda Mager. “Most of 
the time the dual bin truck will col-
lect everything. Generally a single 

truck can manage.”
But locals beg to differ, and say 

the problem is only getting worse, 
according to one Ridgite who 
schlepped his mattress to the curb 
multiple times for pick up — but 
with no luck. 

“I’ve hauled out my mattress 
twice so far and both times it was 
ignored,” said Bay Ridgite Gabriel 
Vaduva, who has lived on Gatling 
Place for the last six years. “It’s cov-
ered up and meets all [the city’s] re-
quirements, but nobody picks it up. 
And I know I’m not alone — I see so-
fas and La-Z-Boys all over the place. 
They better do something, because 
it’s trash city out here.” 

Continued from page 10 

SANITATION
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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GRAVESEND

It’s spotlight on amazing teens this 
week. Standing O is saluting 15-year-
old Sol Gindi of Gravesend for creat-
ing the inagurual Strive to Survive 

run, held at Prospect Park on March 
5. The run, which was held to bring 
attention to kidney cancer research, 
raised $70,000, which was presented to 
Dr. David Nanus from the New York-

Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Hospi-

tal.

Strive to Survive was organized 

by the Kidney Cancer Awareness 

Group, an organization Sol also 
founded three months ago to honor his 
late grandfather Sol Betesh.

After the passing of his grandfather 
in September of 2016, Sol felt compelled 
to commemorate the person that his 
grandfather was, and to raise aware-
ness and funds to fi ght the deadly can-
cer and prevent others from feeling the 
pain his family felt from this passing.

Sol said his grandfather was in-
credibly fi t and “was always mistook 
for being 20 years younger.”

What better way than to honor this 
man with a run — and hold it in March, 
Kidney Cancer Awareness month?

Along with help from his dad and 
family in organizing the event, the tal-
ented teen enlisted the help of his fel-
low students at Magen David Yeshi-

vah High School in Bensonhurst by 
organizing a planning committee. To-
gether, the team built a website, orga-
nized donations, and sent out letters 
encouraging sign-ups. 

One-hundred percent of the funds 
went to continue the kidney cancer re-
search work being done at the hospital 
and headed by Dr. Nanus.

WINDSOR TERRACE

Going green
Brooklyn Public Library’s Wind-

sor Terrace branch will receive a 
new roof with green features thanks 
to funds provided by Councilman 

Brad Lander. The roof’s green ele-
ments will reduce stormwater runoff 
and make the building more energy 
effi cient by reducing the amount of 

heat it absorbs during the day and re-
leases at night.

“We are excited and grateful to be 
able to invest in sustainability and 
green design at one of Brooklyn’s bus-
iest libraries,” said Linda E. John-

son, president and chief executive of-
fi cer at Brooklyn Public Library. “We 
thank Councilmember Lander and the 
residents of Windsor Terrace for sup-
porting a branch that does so much to 
serve the neighborhood.”

The new roof will feature extensive 
plantings — including shrubs, peren-
nial groundcovers, and ornamental 
grasses like sedum, witchhazel, but-
terfl y weed, and carolina rose, which 
will attract birds and other pollina-
tors.

“This project was recognized and 
supported by the very community the 
library serves through the PB pro-
cess,” said Lander. “The sustainable 
green roof will provide tremendous 
benefi ts to the community — from 
helping to improve air quality to pro-
viding a wildlife habitat.”

The building is currently closed to 
allow for the construction work, but 
will reopen in mid-April, with the en-
tire project to be completed this sum-
mer. Until then, Bookmobile service 
will be provided outside the branch on 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 11 am 
to 4 pm.

Brooklyn Public Library Wind-
sor Terrace Branch [60 E. Fifth St. in 
Windsor Terrace, (718) 686–9707].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

CROWN HEIGHTS

With more than 300 years of liv-
ing between them, three residents 
at the Crown Heights Center for 

Nursing and Rehabilitation cel-
ebrated living to 100 and better at 
a swinging soiree at the residence 
on March 6. Surrounded by friends, 
family, and neighbors to honor 
their extraordinary lives, the ladies 
raised their glasses and had one 
heck of a party. 

Lucille Price was born in 1906. 
She is originally from Guyana, and 
was a former housewife and hair-
dresser. She has 20 grandchildren 
and 35 great grandchildren.

Sophia Smith, born in 1905, is 
also from Guyana, and enjoys going 
to church and visits from her fi ve 
grandchildren.

The oldest, Grace-Marie Baker, 

a borough daughter who is 102 years 
old, was born in 1904 and has stayed 
true to her roots right here. Her hob-
bies include cooking, painting, and 
visiting museums.

All three had their own reasons 
for such long lives — for Smith, 
she owes her longevity to “chicken 
soup,” she said. Baker gave thanks 
to God, and said, “He’s been tak-
ing are of me. I’ve had a lot of sick 
days, but he wasn’t ready for me.” 
And Price says, “I go no secret. I eat 
whatever I have to eat and I eat any 
food.” 

She’s a lady after O’s own heart. 
Standing O wishes all three 

many happy returns of the day and 
many more birthdays to come. 

Crown Heights Center for Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation [810 St. 
Marks Ave. in Crown Heights, (718) 
467–7300].

Striving to fight kidney cancer 

101 roses for these centenarians

BOROUGH WIDE

Beating the odds
For most teens, high school 

is a bit of a challenge — there’s 
a new school, keeping up grades, 
doing homework, and let’s not 
forget high school algebra. But 
for 17-year-old senior Rosemary 

Rodriguez at the Rachel Car-

son School for Coastal Studies, 
those things were the least of her 
problems. Rosemary spent most 
of her high school years living in 
a homeless shelter. 

Rosemary has overcome many 
obstacles that most teens never 
experience. 

When her mother left an abu-
sive relatioship, she tried to keep 
it all together, but eventually was 
forced to move into a homeless 
shelter. At fi rst this experience 
caused Rosemary’s grades to suf-
fer and she became depressed. 
But then that spark of inspiration 
lit up in Rosemary and she turned 
adversity into success. She beat 
the odds. She realized that she 
could help others by sharing her 
story — and by using her talents, 
she helped others who were bat-
tling their own challenges. 

“Being homeless isn’t some-
thing to be embarrassed about,” 
she said. “Your living conditions 
shouldn’t determine who you are 
as a person.”

Now Rosemary mentors other 
at-risk teens and works with the 
Center for Court Innovation 
and the Children’s Defense 

Fund-New York’s college readi-
ness program. 

For her hard work, persis-
tence, tenacity, and dedication, 
Rosemary was honored by the 
Children’s Defense Fund-New 
York with a $10,000 college schol-
arship. She plans on using the 
funds to succeed in her dream of 
becoming an FBI agent and pur-
suing her degree in criminal jus-
tice. 

Standing O wishes Rose-
mary good luck in following her 
dreams. 

CENTENARIANS PLUS!: Lucille Price, Grace Marie Baker, and Sophia Smith celebrated 
their milestone birthdays at the Crown Heights Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation.
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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for the snowy pup. He had to 
wear down Deirdre, who at 
fi rst felt the couple wasn’t in 
a position to take in a dog.

But Deirdre soon caught 
Seamus fever and the pair 
took him in. He was nameless 
for a few days as they mulled 
over possibilities, and even-
tually Seamus stuck.

Now the 10-year-old fluff 
ball prances around the pet 
shop in his staple American 
flag bandanna and a sea-
sonal three leaf clover col-
lar. Most days he meets cus-
tomers at the door, maybe 
helps them pick out a treat 
or two if the mood so strikes 
him, but his joy is people 

watching at the door.
“He’s like a true Brook-

lynite — he likes to watch ev-
erybody go by on the avenue,” 
said Deirdre. “He just knows 
so many people. He’s a good 
soul.”

This year’s St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade marks Seamus’s 
fi fth as the mascot. And his 
owners say he’s looking for-
ward to it.

“I really do feel he enjoys 
it,” said Deirdre. “If he could 
wave to people I think he 
would.”  

Look out for Seamus dur-
ing the Bay Ridge St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade on March 
26, which runs along Third 
Avenue, starting at Marine 
Avenue and running up to 
67th Street. Kick off is at 1 
pm. 

fore it is set in stone — and as 
Jon Bon Jovi once wailed, it is 
now or never.

“We are shown designs 
when the park has already de-
veloped them and we are told, 
‘Oh it is now fi nished and we 
can’t change it,’ ” said Fran-
cis, who’d personally like to 
see it used for a quieter, grassy 
area. “It is not input but en-
gagement before it is a ‘done 
deal’ that we requested.” 

Residents are particularly 
invested in the spot because 
 it was the site of the iconic 
old Purchase Building  that 
the park razed in 2008 — and 

they want to make sure the 
destruction was worth it, an-
other committee member 
said. 

“People are very sensitive 
and that part,” said Doreen 
Gallo, who wants to discuss 
restoring a cobblestone street 
that used to run through the 
space. 

Even Park Corporation al-
lies think the public should 
get a say in this fi nal piece of 
the park puzzle — the head 
of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy, which runs pro-
gramming and fund-raising 
for the park, also voted in fa-
vor of the resolution.

Conservancy head Nancy 
Webster later hedged, saying 
she doesn’t necessarily want 

to go back to square one at 
this stage — she is pro-plaza 
— but she generally supports 
the notion that locals should 
get to weigh in, and she’s con-
fi dent they’ll get to as the park 
usually seeks plenty of public 
feedback.

“Using the language of 
‘public charettes’ is a little 
misleading given where the 
park is at in the design pro-
cesses,” said Webster. “Never-
theless, public input is always 
a good thing.”

Park leaders told the coun-
cil they don’t have all the 
funds for the makeover right 
now, and are hoping to use 
taxpayer dollars courtesy 
of local Council members or 
Borough President Adams. 

ment in the 1990s, and has sat 
derelict ever since,  becoming 
a haunt for urban explorers 
and young punks , who covered 
the walls in graffi ti and later 
dubbed the site’s rotting interi-
ors as the Batcave sometime in 
the early aughts.

Rechnitz hopes to begin con-
struction of the Powerhouse 
Workshop sometime this year, 
with completion slated for 2020.

terms of short-, medium-, and 
long-term solutions,” he said.

Goldsmith is hopeful those 
plans are already afoot, how-
ever — district Superinten-
dent Barbara Freeman and 
the city are already working 
to fi nd some short-term solu-
tions, including school co-lo-
cations and selling parents on 

the merits of other schools in 
the district with more seats, 
he says.

And it won’t involve blind-
siding families with a pre-ap-
proved plan like the recent re-
zoning, he pledged.

“We’re done with the old 
way of getting things done,” 
Goldsmith said. “We’re going 
to have an open process and 
the planners are going to have 
discussions way before mak-
ing proposals.”

Continued from page 2 

SEAMUS

Continued from page 3 

WAITLIST

Continued from page 3 

BATCAVE

Continued from page 6 

PLAZA

OLD JUICE: This old picture features the Brooklyn Rapid Transit 
Power Station as it appeared in its heyday around the turn of the 
century. 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/17/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$6,300
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,888
52k miles, Stk#25124

'15 NISSAN VERSA

11k miles, Stk#22078

$7,888 BUY 
FOR:

$14,888
'15 NISSAN ROGUE S

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$16,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$14,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$14,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000

46k miles, Stk#26411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,888

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

$14,500
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,250

29k miles, Stk#29481

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

6k miles, Stk#24998

BUY 
FOR:

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$11,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 31k mi.

$8,000

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$12,488
‘16 NISSAN ALTIMA

16k miles, Stk#31811

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M
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Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/17/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

689 miles, Stk#29008
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,888
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

1 mile, Stk#31343
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

25k miles, Stk#18692
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$16,800
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$13,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,900
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

24k miles, Stk#24152

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^
H E FFFF A V
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$9,488
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$26,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 ACURA MDX

Stk#31247, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$18,888
‘16 CHRYSLER 300 C

27k miles, Stk#29460

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
17k miles, Stk#24117

$10,750

‘15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

Stk#29477, 40k mi.

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#29757, 37k mi.

$13,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001

$10,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,250BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

35k miles, Stk#29908
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To the editor,
Coney Island Beautifi cation Proj-

ect is a community membership orga-
nization with the mission of beautifi -
cation through organizing, advocacy, 
education, greening, and resiliency 
of our public spaces and waterways. 
We recognize that our community 
shares a mutual concern and appre-
ciation for the waterfront spaces sur-
rounding our neighborhood. Coney 
Island is just one of many waterfront 
communities along the Atlantic Fly-
way and when Hurricane Sandy hit 
in 2012, it exposed how many of our 
neighbors are facing the same reality 
— frequent fl ooding, coastal storms 
and land erosion.

Along with our neighbors to the 
east, Coney Island and National Park 
Service at Jamaica Bay, Gateway Na-
tional Recreation Area are making 
signifi cant strides to rebuild with 
the future in mind. We aim to priori-
tize green infrastructure where pos-
sible and capitalize on opportunities 
for outreach and education at places 
like the New York Aquarium, Pros-
pect Park  Zoo, Brooklyn Botanic 
Gardens, Jacob Riis Park and the Ja-
maica Bay Wildlife Refuge.

Unfortunately, Gateway NRA and 
all of our country’s national parks 
face more than $12 billion in needed 
repairs and general maintenance. 
Without adequate federal budgets, 
the National Park Service at Gate-
way National Recreation Area does 
not have the resources it needs to 
protect the park and local communi-
ties like Coney Island from the next 
coastal fl ood.

The park system’s deferred main-
tenance backlog includes unmain-
tained trails, crumbling roads, and 
shorelines, visitor centers and his-
toric buildings in desperate need of 
updating. No park is immune to this 
problem. Gateway alone has more 
than $621 million in repair needs, 
while the Statue of Liberty has more 
than $160 million.

These are major New York land-
marks that contribute to Coney Is-
land’s local economy, and while rang-
ers and other park staff do the best 
they can to tackle these repairs, our 
national parks face these challenges 
in large part because Congress has 

not made them a funding priority.
Our work to rebuild post-Sandy is 

enormous and we cannot do it alone. 
We urge Congressman Jeffries,  Sen. 
Schumer and  Sen. Gillibrand to 
work with the Coney Island commu-
nity and the rest of Congress to make 
funding our national parks a priority 
again. We have sent similar appeal 
for support to our individual federal 
representatives. Pamela Pettyjohn

Coney Island

In need of ‘Care’
To the editor,

I have lived in Bay Ridge for close 
to 15 years, and know that people of 
all ages have found a comfortable 
home here. As per the American 
Community Survey of 2015 (fact-
fi nder.census.gov), we have close to 
10,600 residents ages 65 or older, mak-
ing up 15 percent of the population. 
Fifteen percent of residents age 65 
or older, or about 1600 seniors, live 
below the 2015 federal poverty level 
in our neighborhood, with incomes 
of less than $11,770 per year. These 
are people who live in your building, 
whom you see in your place of wor-
ship, or in the supermarket. They 
are your close friends, or members of 
your family.

Many, if not all of them rely on 
Medicaid and Medicare to remain in-
dependent, and to pay for their health 
care and medicine. All seniors, re-
gardless of income, also count on 
Medicare as their primary or second-
ary insurance.

Both Medicare and Medicaid are 
under assault in the new bill before 
the House of Representatives, which 
will become the American Health 
Care Act (a.k.a. Trump-Ryan Care),  
if it is approved by Congress and 
signed into law. I am concerned that 
our Representative, Dan Donovan, 
has not forcefully opposed this bill.

The Affordable Care Act (a.k.a. 
Obamacare) added a 0.9 percent tax 
on the very wealthy, which extended 
the life of the Medicare Trust Fund 
by 11 years. This new bill would re-
move that tax and put Medicare in 
fi nancial jeopardy once again. It 
would also open the door to turning 
Medicare into a voucher-based sys-
tem which would place a fi nancial 
burden on a population that relies 
on a fi xed and limited income just to 
get by.

It would also fi nancially crip-
ple Medicaid, changing its mission 
from a program that ensures that 
every single senior, disabled, or 

poor person in need receives needed 
care, to a program that divides up a 
fi xed amount of money regardless of 
whether there is enough for everyone 
in need. It would be a cruel decima-
tion of a system set up to protect the 
most vulnerable among us.

Seniors and the disabled rely on 
Medicaid to provide services which 
enable them to remain independent 
and live in their own homes. The pas-
sage of this new bill would increase 
our collective health care costs by 
leading to the institutionalization of 
millions of people who currently live 
independently.

For older adults (ages 50 to 64), 
who buy insurance on the private 
market, insurance companies will 
now be able to charge them fi ve times 
as much as younger people. The new 
bill totally disregards how much 
one makes, and only provides a fl at 
tax credit based on age. As per the 
AARP, a 64-year-old making $15,000 
a year would have to pay an absurd 
$8,400 extra in premiums per year!

We don’t want our older citizens 
to have to choose between food and 
rent, and health insurance. This is 
immoral, and it’s unnecessary. There 
are ways to fi x the Affordable Care 
Act without shifting the burden to the 
older, the vulnerable and the poor.

The VA and Medicaid pay nego-
tiated prices for medicine, but Con-
gress barred Medicare from doing so. 
How about using the vast negotiating 
power of Medicare to bargain down 
the insanely high cost of medicine? 
This is but one example of a solution 
that reduces costs without taxing se-
niors and the poor.

As someone gainfully employed, I 
am more than willing to pay my fair 
share in taxes to ensure that those 
who have worked their whole lives 
can live out their retirement in peace 
and security. After all, I will be in the 
same boat one day too!

I urge Rep. Donovan to forcefully 
oppose any bill which would ad-
versely impact the most vulnerable 
in our neighborhood. I ask him to put 
forth and support a solution that does 
not take from seniors, the disabled 
and the poor, to give to the wealthi-
est.

We need Rep. Donovan’s leader-
ship to craft an honest solution that 
works to strengthen the ACA, Medi-
care and Medicaid. These programs 
already work, and benefi t seniors, 
the disabled and working families in 
our community. Jay Sheth

Bay Ridge

Riding dangerously
To the editor,

There has been an alarming in-
crease in the number of “motor-as-
sisted bicycles” and other similar 
motorized vehicles on our streets, 
heightening the potential of people 
getting hurt in our neighborhoods.

These modes of transportation are 
mainly used to make local deliveries 
for restaurants. However, especially 
during the summer months, they 
are also driven by young people as 
a source of recreation. Bear in mind 
that human-powered bicycles can op-
erate, at most, at only about 10 mph. 
In contrast, these new machines 
have small, newly developed, high-
energy batteries that operate electric 
motors that are capable of dangerous 
speeds exceeding 25 mph. “Motor-
assisted bicycles” are highly maneu-
verable, almost silent and they seem 
to pop out of nowhere. Given the ki-
netic energy created by the mass of 
one of these motorized vehicles and 
its driver traveling at a high veloc-
ity, the consequences of someone be-
ing hit are quite serious, especially 
for an elderly person or a child. (The 
laws of physics state that doubling 
the speed of a given mass quadruples 
the kinetic energy of that object.).

Upon doing a search of the offi cial 
New York State Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) website and calling 
the agency to confi rm my fi ndings, 
I was shocked to learn that all these 
motorized bicycles are not allowed, 
by New York state law, to operate on 
public streets! According to the DMV, 
these devices are classifi ed as motor 
vehicles but do not have the correct 
equipment or design to qualify for reg-
istration! Moreover, they are operat-
ing on our streets with neither insur-
ance nor are they being operated by 
licensed drivers.

Therefore, why do we allow “mo-
tor-assisted bicycles” and other simi-
lar motorized vehicles on our streets? 
Even if they behave in accordance 
with all traffi c laws and do not drive 
on sidewalks and do not go through 
red lights, their mere presence is to-
tally illegal! They are a safety menace 
to the public! Shouldn’t the police en-
force the law and do what is necessary 
to remove these types of vehicles from 
our streets? Enough of this unsafe be-
havior! Deliveries can be made with 
regular bicycles and young people can 
pedal manual bicycles for their fun!

Anthony Colorafi 

Gravesend

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Federal funds for parks necessary
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P layboy magazine used to 
be the illicit thrill that 
men of all ages hid in 

their sock drawers.
Now it is more like the 

socks. Even though the maga-
zine recently decided to add na-
ked ladies back into the mix (no 
nudes, it seems, was bad nudes), 
it is still hard to get excited by 
Playboy anymore. But to give 
props where props are due: It is 
also hard to imagine we would 
ever be as blase as we are today 
about sex, and even women’s 
lib, if it weren’t for Hugh Hefner 
and his crazy 1953 creation.

Hef was a frustrated car-
toonist at the time, working 
in the Esquire subscription 
department. When his re-
quest for a $5 a week raise got 
turned down, he decided to 
strike out on his own. Some-
how he pulled together $10,000 
and prepared to launch a racy 
new magazine: Stag.

Fortunately for him, the 
name “Stag” was already 
taken. So instead he called it 
“Playboy.” The fi rst edition 
featured a centerfold (a word 
we wouldn’t even have with-
out Hef!) dubbed, “Sweetheart 
of the Month.” By the very next 

issue, the centerfold was re-
christened “Playmate.” And as 
author Julie Keller has mused, 
“There is a vast ideological gap 
between the words.”

There sure is. “Sweetheart” 
harkened back to courtship. 
But a playmate is someone you 
play with. It is fun, but it isn’t 
forever.

Thus began the smashing 
of taboos.

The genius of Playboy was 
not that it published naked 

young fl esh. You could buy 
dirty pictures even then. As 
Time Magazine noted in a cover 
story on Hefner at the height of 
his career — 1972, when Play-
boy was selling 7 million cop-
ies a month — “He took the 
old-fashioned, shame-thumbed 
girlie magazine, stripped off 
the plain wrapper, added gloss, 
class, and culture.”

And how! As its subscriber 
base grew, so did Playboy’s 
reputation as a purveyor of 
taste, showcasing some of the 
best writers around. So, yes, 
obligatory joke here: You re-
ally could read Playboy just 
for the articles.

The lofty writing not only 
provided gentlemen with an 
excuse for their subscrip-
tions, it helped change the en-
tire perception of non-marital 
sex, from dark, dirty doings 
with prostitutes to a sophis-
ticated pastime men pursued 
with willing women of their 
own class. This, of course, re-
quired willing women. And 
that required a revolution.

Hefner himself has said he 
was a feminist before it was 
cool. Exactly how feminist re-
mains one for the gender stud-

ies classes. Sure he “objecti-
fi ed” women’s bodies. But he 
also supported birth control 
(he had to), pre-marital sex 
(ditto), and sexual pleasure for 
both partners (why not?).

Ironically, one thing he 
did not seem to believe in was 
actual, earthy sexiness. Pe-
ter Bloch, a former editor at 
Penthouse, recalls being dis-
appointed by his Playboy sub-
scription every month. 

“The girls were very cute, 
but they were photo-shopped 
and in weird poses,” he la-
mented. “Any woman I saw 
walking down the street 
seemed more sexy.”

It’s possible that’s because 
Hefner wasn’t really selling 
sex. He was selling lifestyle. 
The women were simply part 
of a modern man’s lair, along 
with a wet bar and hi-fi . That’s 
why Hef made sure all the ad-
vertising was aspirational. 
Howard Lederer, the maga-
zine’s ad director, told Time in 
1972: “We don’t want a reader 
to suddenly come on an ad that 
says he has bad breath.”

Martin Pazzani was brand 
manager at Smirnoff Vodka 
back in Playboy’s heyday. 

“We spent tens of millions” 
on Playboy ads, he recalls. To-
day he’s the head of a premium 
Tequila, Tears of Llorona, and 
he does not advertise in Play-
boy — or any magazine.

That’s part one of the one-
two punch that knocked the 
wind out of Playboy. 

“The internet was a prob-
lem for just about every exist-
ing media enterprise,” says 
Nat Ives, executive director of 
Advertising Age.

Today the bunny logo, once 
so titillating, looks like some-
thing from a ’70s time capsule. 
But because it is still one of 
the most recognizable brands 
one earth, publicist Richard 
Laermer came up with a great 
idea for it:

Open a Playboy Museum.
Do it in Vegas. Showcase 

the man, the mansion, the 
magazine. Trace their tra-
jectory across the times they 
changed. 

Bunnies! Male, female, and 
gender fl uid, wiggling their tails. 
Just like that, Playboy goes from 
creeky to cheeky again.

Lenore Skenazy is author of 
the book and blog Free-Range 
Kids.

How to make ‘Playboy’ great again

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

H e built it. And they 
came.

I’m speaking of my 
Israeli cousin, Peter Kurz, a 
transplanted Manhattanite 
who has been managing base-
ball in the Holy Land for more 
than a decade now.

Peter has been running the 
Israel Association of Baseball, 
which now has more than 1,000 
players rounding the bases in 
a land more comfortable with 
guns and bayonets than bats 
and balls.

The past two weeks — 50 
years after the Six Day War 
— we have witnessed a minor 
miracle take place in the Far 
East at the World Baseball 
Championships in Korea and 
Japan. Once again, tiny Israel 
has defeated four big countries 
in less than a week. Should we 
now call it the Six Day Sweep?

Like David in the biblical 
David vs. Goliath battle, the 
41st ranked Israeli baseball 
team has beaten up on the big 
boys: third-ranked South Ko-
rea, fourth-ranked Taiwan, 
fi fth-ranked Cuba, and ninth-
ranked the Netherlands have 
all been felled by the mighty 

slingshots from the Israeli 
side.

When I visited cousin Pe-
ter in Israel fi ve years ago we 
were traveling to Jerusalem 
in his car to see the holiest of 
the holies when his cellphone 
rang and on the other end was 
his Israeli co-commissioner 

Haim. They were in search of 
American Major League Base-
ball players who have some 
Jewish roots to add to the Is-
raeli national team.

“What about Ian Goldstein 
(not the real name)?” asked 
Shlomo.

“No, no, no,” Peter replied. 
“I think his dad was a Jew for 
Jesus, so he cannot get citizen-
ship.”  

And so they played the 
fun game of “Who’s a Jew?” 
the next few years until they 
put together a team of minor 
leaguers, former major leagu-
ers (like former Met Ike Davis) 
and other wandering mem-
bers of the tribe who were 
willing to put their talents on 
the diamond to work for the 
Motherland.

Last September, in the 
qualifying round for the world 
championships in Coney Is-
land’s MCU Park, Israel upset 
the team from Great Britain 
on its way to the round of 16 in 
South Korea.

I went to the stadium with 
some childhood friends to 
cheer on Peter and his ragtag 
bunch of Goldsteins and Sha-

piros.
It was fun to watch my ex-

uberant cousin revel in the 
fruits of his seemingly futile 
labor — he had taken a sport 
to a country that is at best in-
different to America’s favorite 
pastime and made it compete 
with the same ferocity and fer-
vor that has turned a tiny  des-
ert country into a world mili-
tary superpower.

Peter’s mother and my 
mother, Hungarian sisters 
who survived the Holocaust 
and the slaughter of many 
from their family, came to 
America in the 1950s to seek 
a safe harbor and a place to 
raise children without fear of 
persecution and discrimina-
tion.

Instead of their unimagi-
nable teenage worries about 
world war and the rise of the 
Nazis, Peter and I spent our 
teens in New York cheering 
on the New York Mets. Our 
biggest worry seemed to be 
whether our team could break 
out of the shadow of the hated 
Bombers from the Bronx.

What a difference a genera-
tion makes.

And now, with a new gen-
eration of Jews cheering on 
the Israeli baseball team in its 
not-so quixotic quest for world 
domination,  I realize that the 
world really is fl at.

Wouldn’t it be great if there 
could be a baseball league of 
teams in the Middle East and 
instead of war and stockpil-
ing weapons, they duked it out 
on the ballfi eld? Where teams 
from Saudi Arabia and Iran 
and Yemen and Syria and Is-
rael could compete for wins 
and losses and the Semitic 
Baseball Championship?

If America could heal from 
the Civil War in the 1860s 
and less than a century later 
have southern teams compete 
against northern teams in the 
major leagues, then maybe 
there is hope for the healing 
power of baseball.

Go team Israel! Go Peter!
Tom Allon, president of 

City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

Israeli fi eld of dreams at World Baseball Classic

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE

Tom Allon
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Cliff Luster at 718-260-2504 or email cluster@cnglocal.com

S P O N S O R S

FREE ADMISSION. 
Register now at eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com or call (718) 260-4552. Walk-ins welcome.
Coffee, tea and refreshments will be available at no charge. Food will be available for purchase.

The Allure Group

FREE Admission
Register now at 
eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
Walk-ins welcome

FREE Valet Parking
FREE Coffee, Tea & Refreshments

SEMINAR SCHEDULE
10:30 am
Seminar 1: Urology in the elderly            
Seminar 2: Debunking Popular Myths About 
Elder Care

11:30 am
Seminar 1: Safety Concerns of Seniors: 
Fraud, Fear & Facts 
Seminar 2: What you need to know about 
Vascular Health: Important concepts and 
misconceptions 

12:30 pm
Seminar 1: Navigating Your Home Care 
Options
Seminar 2: Medicare and Medicaid 
Planning 

1:30 pm
Seminar 1: Wills, Trusts, Benefi ciary 
Designations, and Estate Planning 
Seminar 2: Understanding Managed Long 
Term Care- MLTC

2:30 pm The Benefi ts & Pitfalls of Probate

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and more 
than 80 vendor booths showcasing 
a variety of facilities, products 
and services such as assisted 
living, home care, pooled trusts, 
legal advice, insurance options, 
massage, neuro-feedback, 
osteopathy, skin care, elder care 
options, community wellness 
initiatives, chiropractic, and more. 

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference

2017

March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

This Sunday!
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Musical reveals 
the hidden story 
behind D-Day

Acts of war

D-dance: “946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus 
Tips,” now playing at St. Ann’s Warehouse, 
is a rollicking musical set in England shortly 
before D-Day. Steve Tanner

By Caroline Spivack

A bit of history has landed on the shores of 
Dumbo!

An all-ages military musical uses songs, 
dance, and puppetry to bring to life a tragic, almost-
forgotten piece of World War II history. “946: The 
Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips” running at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse through April 9, delves into the ill-
fated rehearsals for D-Day that brought battalions of 
African-American soldiers to a tiny town on the shore 
of England. The British company behind the show 
believes that it will have extra resonance for a modern 
American audience, said its artistic director.

“It’s this covered-up history of these mainly black 
GIs coming to this rural community with all the 
themes of diversity and inclusivity that are so relevant 
to now,” said Mike Shepherd, who also acts in the 
play. “We were especially keen on bringing this to the 
U.S. because those black GIs were airbrushed out of 
American history.”

The play dives into the buried events of “Operation 
Tiger” on April 28, 1944 — a massive dress rehearsal 
for the invasion of Normandy that was intended to feel, 
look, and smell like the real thing. But the rehearsal 
turned into one of the war’s biggest fiascoes, when 
 German boats spotted the troop ships and attacked , kill-
ing 946 men during the massive simulation.

But the play, based on a children’s book of the same 
name, uses an unusual frame for the story, telling it 
through the eyes of a young girl and a black soldier on a 
quest to find her cat during the bungled maneuvers. 

“It’s this adult world and war told through the per-
spective of a little girl and her cat, so it’s relatable for 
kids,” said Shepherd. 

For the exercise, the village of Slapton was trans-
formed into a war zone, with thousands of locals ordered 
to leave, and unsure if they were fleeing a real invasion. 

In the play, a young girl named Lily realizes her cat 
Tips was left behind during the evacuation, and she 
sets out with the help of an American solider named 
Adolphus to rescue her beloved feline from behind the 
simulated battlefront.

The show uses original songs and 1940s tunes to tell 
their story, enhanced by a vibrant cast of characters and 
puppets, portraying soldiers, local figures, and a slew 
of cats, chicken, and sheep. The narrative fuses Lily 
and Adolphus’ journey with the unfolding drama of 
Operation Tiger to create a touching tale that all ages can 
get something out of, said Shepherd.

“There’s delight and scariness for children and 
delight and poignancy for adults,” he said. “We’ve 
always done shows for everyone. We don’t make chil-
dren’s shows; we make a show everyone can enjoy. It’s 
just a bloody good night out.”

“946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips” at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [45 Water St. between Old Dock 
and New Dock streets in Dumbo, (718) 254–8779, 
www.stannswarehouse.org] Through April 9; Tue–Fri 
at 8 pm, Sat, 3 pm and 8 pm, Sun, 2 pm and 7 pm. 
$35–$71.
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By Alexandra Simon

No one knows whodunnit! 
When the Brooklyn 

Theatre Club starts its 
production of “The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood” on March 22, the 
show will not have an ending or a 
full cast. But all will be well, says 
its director — the interactive show 
will turn to the audience to provide 
a conclusion to the murder mystery 
musical, and to join the killer cast. 

“The audience gets to vote on 
the detective and we round it out,” 
said Stephen Schapero. “And at 
our theater company we also like 
to include our audience in small 
roles — it’s a nice tie-in to the work 
we already do.” 

The show, based on an unfin-
ished novel by Charles Dickens, 
asks the audience to vote during 
intermission on which character is 
the killer, which is a secret detec-
tive, and who falls in love. And 
because those roles depend on the 
popular vote, actors hoping for a 
plum part will play their hearts out 
to win viewers to their side, said 
Schapero.

“I have told the actors that 
any chance of getting chosen is 
going to be directly related to the 
performance they give,” he said. 
“The audience will see the ener-
gy they bring and will be drawn 
to different things. Someone is 
going to get voted the murderer 
or secret detective, and someone 
in the audience is going to be the 
lover.”

And audience members cho-
sen at random will be given a 
script and assigned a role in the 
play. Those with stage-fright 
can always decline, but the show 
gives a warm welcome to new 
recruits, regardless of their skill 
level, said the show’s producer. 

“Our goal is get total strang-
ers to bring new faces to the 
stage,” said Mara Frankel. “The 
most exciting thing is getting to 
see someone who is doing this 
for the first time, and they feel 
so silly — but everyone gets big 
applause, no matter how big or 
small their part.”

The show has a lush score 
and witty dialog, but the semi-

improvised ending gives it a little 
something extra, said Frankel. 

“The work is unfinished but 
what exists is a great and witty 
piece of theatre that is made all 
better by this conclusion,” she 
said. “I really want audiences to 
see it because it’s something that 
is rare in theater.”

“The Mystery of Edwin Drood” 
at Muchmore’s [2 Havemeyer St. 
at N. Ninth Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 576–3222, www.brooklynthe-
atreclub.com]. March 22, 24, and 29 
at 8:45 pm. $18 ($15 in advance).

Drood, where’s my cast?

By Julianne Cuba

Egg-cept the challenge! 
Ensure yourself a year 

that goes over easy by set-
ting an egg on its end at the 
Spring Equinox Egg Balancing 
Celebration at Grand Army Plaza 
on March 20. The 42nd annual 
event, organized by urban sha-
man Donna Henes, also known as 
“Mama Donna,” is part of a ritual 
to welcome warmer weather and 
longer days. 

“We’re welcoming in spring, 
we always start with an invoca-
tion and a blessing of the earth,” 
said Henes, who lives in Prospect 
Heights. “And it’s an old Chinese 
custom that if you stand an egg on 
the first day of spring you’ll have 
good luck for the rest of the year,”

On the first day of spring, also 
known as the spring equinox, the 
day and night are of exactly equal 
length, and so a sense of bal-
ance descends on the planet, said 
Henes, which may help the round 
chicken incubators to stand.

“It is a day of balance, and so I 
think maybe that has something to 
do with it,” she said.

And so each spring equi-
nox, New York’s “Unofficial 
Commissioner of Public Spirit” 
celebrates the way the world turns 
by hosting an eggstravagant egg-

standing ceremony for families 
and kids. Henes brings 360 raw 
eggs from her local Food Town, 
and no one is allowed to leave 
before their egg stands up on its 
own, she said. 

“We always make it our busi-
ness to stand all 360 eggs up,” 
she said.

The moment when the egg 
settles upright is magical, said 
Henes.

“It’s quite amazing because 
when you are trying to balance 

the eggs — raw regular eggs on 
the pavement  — you’re holding 
and tipping it this way and that 
way, and there’s this moment of 
balance almost like you can feel it 
click, and when you remove your 
hand the egg stands up by itself,” 
she said. 

Because the spring equinox 
only happens once each year, 
Henes has to put all her eggs in 
one basket, and the event happens 
regardless of the weather. Past 

By Alexandra Simon

They are playing tribute.
The National Dance 

Theatre Company of 
Jamaica will celebrate its 55th 
birthday with a pair of shows 
this weekend at the Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts. 
The performances on March 
18 and 19 will showcase the 
group’s history as one of the 
leading cultural institutions in 
the Caribbean, and its role in 
fusing traditional folklore with 
current events, said one of the 
show’s choreographers.

“We are essentially celebrat-
ing our Caribbean-ness, and 
how that’s retained in the body 
with movement is an exciting 
expression of who we are,” said 
Walker. “It’s political as well 
as comedic, as well as contem-
porary. It’s almost like we’re 
having fun at same time that 
we deal with serious issues — 
that’s what dance is.”

For the show, Walker 
choreographed a piece titled 
“Mountain Climbing,” as 
a tribute to the company’s 
founder, Rex Nettleford, incor-
porating many dance moves 
that Nettleford originated. 
Performed by a solo female 
performer, the piece is about 
women who do whatever is 
necessary, just as the founder 
of the company did.

“After Professor Nettleford’s 
passing I processed a lot of 
that with my family. In creat-
ing this tribute to him I’m 
processing my own response, 
and I wanted to bring that 
forward with women climbing 
mountain to advance the fam-
ily, advancing the culture, and 
doing what it takes to get it 
done,” said Walker.

Other debuts at the show 
include “Into the Blue,” led 
by the company’s rising young 
star Renee McDonald, and 
“Hommage a’Dambala” from 
choreographer Kevin Moore, 
which blends Jamaican and 
Haitian elements, said Walker.

The show will also 
include the historic dance 
“Gerrehbenta,” created by 
Nettleford in the early ’80s. 
The name combines “gerreh,” 
a celebratory dance performed 
after funerals, and “benta,” a 
stringed instrument made form 
bamboo. People love to see the 
dance in action, said Walker.

“It’s certainly a favorite and 
the children love it too,” he 
said. “The costumes are excit-
ing, the movements are excit-
ing, and the singing takes you 
on a journey. People just want 
to get up and dance and it’s an 
exciting thing to see.” 

The company is based in 
Jamaica, but all aspects of 
Caribbean and black culture 
are included in the show, said 
Walker, with dances inspired 
by folk traditions from Jamaica, 
Haiti, and Brazil.

“We like to think of the com-
pany as African Diasporic — 
not only do we create work ele-
vating the vocabulary of other 
countries, but we have choreog-
raphy from different countries 
and regions in our work,” he 
said. “This entire program is 
diverse and exciting.”

National Dance Theatre 
Company of Jamaica at Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts [2900 Ave. H at Nostrand 
Avenue in Midwood, (718) 951–
4500, www.brooklyncenter.org]. 
March 18 at 7 pm, $40–$75. 
March 19 at 3 pm, $36–$45. 

SHELLING OUT

On their feet
Jamaican dance group 
celebrates its founder

This spring ceremony is egg-cellent!

Continued on page 32

Take a crack at it!: Urban Shaman Donna “Mama Donna” Henes invites you to bal-
ance an egg on the ground during her 42nd Annual Spring Equinox Egg Balancing 
Celebration. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Side by side: The National Dance Theatre Company of Jamaica will premiere 
three new dances at Brooklyn Center on March 18. Bryan Robinson

Drood looks like a lady: Actress Lauren 
Drapek will play the title character in 
“The Mystery of Edwin Drood,” opening 
March 22. Maria Uminski
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

The HOUSE of Blue Leaves
Written by JOHN Guare
Directed by DENNIS Gleason
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By Caroline Spivack

Oh Danny boy, the pubs, the 
pubs are calling!

St. Patrick’s Day is 
finally here, and Bay Ridge is the 
best place to celebrate! Don your 
green outfit and call in Irish to 
work — we’ve got all the festive 
fare you can handle, and it starts 
on Friday afternoon.

On a day dominated by black 
brew from Ireland, spice up your 
pub crawl with a few more colors. 
Start your St. Paddy’s at the Harp 
Bar (7710 Third Ave. between 77th 
and 78th streets) with a pint (or two, 
or four) of Flying Dog’s “Lucky 
S.O.B.” Irish red ale brewed with 
real four-leaf clovers. The brewer 
doesn’t dump pounds of clover into 
the beer, but adds five four-leafers 
to each batch for a crisp sweetness. 
Next, gambol over to the Hideout 
(8415 Fifth Ave. between 84th and 
85th streets) at 4 pm for a wee set 

by folk guitarist James Riley as you 
sip on the Harpoon Brewery’s “The 
Craic,” an Irish red IPA. Then walk 
a block over to Public House (8309 
Fifth Ave. between 83rd and 84th 
streets) for the American tradition 
of $4 green beers!

And once you’ve worked up an 
appetite, stumble to the Bean Post 
Pub (7525 Fifth Ave. at 76th Street) 
for Friday’s all-day “Eat, Drink, 
and be Irish” event, with a buffet 
of traditional fare including corned 
beef, cabbage, and shepherd’s pie, 
which we recommend you wash 
down with plenty of Guinness. The 
revelry kicks off at 11 am, but it 
runs until 4 am the next morning.

For the rest of the weekend, 
the party continues just north of 
the Ridge, at Irish Haven (5721 
Fourth Ave. between 57th and 58th 
streets), where you can sham-rock 
on Saturday night at 9 pm with 
Irish Rock ’n’ Roll Revue, a band 
playing tunes from Emerald Isle 
bands the Pogues, Thin Lizzy, 
and Stiff Little Fingers. And on 
Sunday, the pub will bust out the 
tin whistle and guitars with the 
Brooklyn Bards, playing tradition-
al Irish tunes at 7 pm.

Bay Ridge goes bragh!

By Claire McCartney

Her paintings pack a punch!
Carroll Gardens artist 

Susan Bee will lay out her 
latest collection of work in the exhib-
it “Pow! New Paintings,” opening 
at the A.I.R. Gallery in Dumbo 
on March 17. Among her brightly 
colored oil and enamel images are 
a series of couples, inspired by 
those in black-and-white film stills, 
featuring two different kinds of 
smacks — slaps and smooches.

“The figures in the couple 
paintings interact with each other 
in love and struggle, and with ten-
sion as well as tenderness,” Bee 
said. “These paintings are both 
homage and confrontation.”

Bee created new narratives for 
the old-time images by imagining 
new backgrounds, colors, compo-
sitions and characters through a 
mix of collage and painting.

“I work intuitively,” Bee said. “I 
want to enhance the found images 
with the addition of color, pattern 
and texture.”

Once Bee chooses an image and 
sketches it out on the canvas, she 
uses the basic outline of the scene 
as a space for improvisation.

“This process is much like the 
way a jazz musician riffs on a 
famous melody,” Bee said. “I put 
in the layers of oil paint gradually 
over time, building up to a com-
position that works as a figurative 

paintings but also as a colorful 
abstraction.”

Bee connects with audiences by 
evoking intense moods and emo-
tional, colorful scenes.

“I hope that the viewers are 
stimulated and energized by the 
paintings,” Bee said. “To me, 
paintings can awaken one to the 
possibilities of the imagination 
through color and composition.”

“Pow!” is Bee’s 21st solo exhi-
bition, and her eighth at the A.I.R. 
Gallery. Her first exhibit in the 
Dumbo space came in 1998, and 
she says that the gallery has pro-
vided an important space for com-

munity and experimentation.
“It is great to be part of a histor-

ically important women’s coopera-
tive gallery that has been operating 
continuously since 1972 in New 
York City,” Bee said. “As women 
artists, we can support each other 
and take risks to show work that 
might not be able to be shown in a 
more commercial space.”

“Pow! New Paintings” by Susan 
Bee [A.I.R. Gallery, 155 Plymouth 
St. at Jay Street in Dumbo, (212) 
255–6651, www.airgallery.org]. 
Opening reception March 17, 6–8 
pm. On display through April 16, 
Wed–Sun, noon–6 pm. Free.

By Bill Roundy

You probably won’t ruin 
your beer.

One of the challenges 
of brewing your own beer is that, 
if something goes wrong, you 
might not know until you open a 
bottle four weeks later. But most 
home-brewers are overly para-
noid while cooking their first 
batch, says one of the owners of 
the Brooklyn Brew Shop. 

“Most of the questions we get 
are ‘Did I ruin my beer?’ And the 
answer, usually, is ‘No, not yet,’ ” 
said Erica Shea, who founded 
the Dumbo home-brewing com-
pany with her husband Stephen 
Valand in 2009. The pair started 
selling kits at the Brooklyn Flea, 
and now ship beer-making sup-
plies all over the world.

Inspired by the many excel-
lent stouts I consumed during 
New York City Beer Week, 
this beer-loving editor decided 
to concoct his own black brew, 
using an Oatmeal Stout kit from 
Brooklyn Brew Shop. The box 
comes with almost everything 
a first-time brewer needs: a 
one-gallon jug, plastic tubes, a 
thermometer, yeast, and a grain 
mixture tailored for one of 20 
varieties of beer. 

But I got Shea on the phone to 
discuss the stages where I wor-
ried I might have gone wrong.

The first step was boiling 
up the mash, trying to keep the 
temperature between 144 and 
152 degrees, but on my gas 
stove I found the mash rocketing 
between too low and too high. 
But that’s not really a problem, 
said Shea.

“Beer is pretty forgiving,” she 
said. “A few degrees off or a few 
minutes too long — it doesn’t 
matter. It might be 6.4.% [alcohol 
by volume] instead of 6.6%, but 
that won’t affect the flavor.”

After straining the boiled malt 
into another pot — or for me, a 

pair of vessels usually reserved 
for tomato sauce — I got the 
proto-brew through a funnel and 
into the glass gallon jug, which 
I tucked into a dark closet for 
two weeks. 

After peeking at it impatiently 
for two weeks, I added yeast and 
sugar, shook up the brew, and 
transferred it into bottles (not 
included in the kit). Brooklyn 
Brew Shop’s  instructional video  
makes this process seem decep-
tively easy, but my neighbors 
were treated to a series of curses 
as I stretched the tube from the 
counter to the sink, and finally 
onto the floor, spilling a bottles-
worth of beer in the process. 

Bottling is often a problem 
for people, said Shea. 

“I find the bottling to be the 
biggest challenge,” said Shea. 
“It’s a little tricky — you have 
to harness the power of gravity, 
especially if you’re short. I often 
enlist someone else to help.” 

And after another two weeks 
in the darkened closet, my brew 
— which I dubbed “The Stouter 
Darkness” poured out black as 
interstellar night. It had a nice 
chocolate aftertaste — but it was 
flat, with foam that vanished 
immediately. My colleagues in 
the office pronounced it “drink-
able” but “under-carbonated.”

I told Shea the verdict on 
the beer but again, she told me 
not to worry — it probably just 
needs a little extra time to get 
properly bubbly. 

“Give it a few more days,” 
she said. “Because it’s been so 
cold, it takes a little longer to 
build up carbonation.”

So I will be sampling it again 
on St. Patrick’s Day — and 
deciding what my next experi-
ment with home-brew is going 
to be.

Beer Making Kit from 
Brooklyn Brew Shop (www.
brooklynbrewshop.com). $40.

POW ’ER UP!

Stout of place
Our arts editor tries the 
art of home-brewed beer

Colorful painter reimagines past images

Stand and smooch: Carroll Gardens artist Susan Bee stands beside her painting “The 
Kiss,” part of a series of images of couples on display at the A.I.R. Gallery. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Malt man: Our arts editor holds the result of his adventure with the 
Brooklyn Brew Shop kit. Adair Iacono
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A  N E W  P L A Y  B Y

PAULA VOGEL
D I R E C T E D  B Y

REBECCA TAICHMAN

A  N E W  P L A Y  B Y

CORT THEATRE 138 W 48th St, New York
IndecentBroadway.com

“A SUPERBLY REALIZED, 
REMARKABLY POWERFUL  

 NEW PLAY.”
-THE NEW YORK TIMES

Telecharge.com / 212-239-6200

Groups of 10+ call 866-302-0995

A provocative new play with music about 
a moment of great change in American 

history and a group of passionate actors 
who risked everything for their art

NOW SERVING
OUR NEW  

WINTER MENU
Booking Holiday Parties Now

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

 
 

Sunday hours are 2-8 Closed Monday 

        TheMusical
About Hollywood’s 
Tough Guy in Tap Shoes

AN AMAZING

MUSICAL! 

-  Steve Schonberg, WNBC-TV
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NEW YORK’S CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED HIT MUSICAL

RECOGNIZED BY THE DRAMA DESK, OUTER CRITICS CIRCLE, ASTAIRE AWARDS & OFF BROADWAY ALLIANCE

Telecharge.com  212-239-6200 - Groups: 212-757-9117
Westside Theatre 407 W 43rd St - CagneyTheMusical.com

NOTHING BUT JOY -

AND PLENTY OF IT! 

- Rex Reed, NY Observer

“ “

NEW THURSDAY MATINEES 2PM
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, MARCH 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS BOSTON 
CELTICS: $49–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, MARCH 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. COLUM-
BUS BLUE JACKETS: 
$15–$200. 1 pm.  

SAT, MARCH 18
SPORTS, NYPD VS FDNY 

CHARITY HOCKEY 
GAME: $32.50. 8 pm. 

SUN, MARCH 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS DALLAS MAV-
ERICKS: $45–$3,000. 
Noon.

MON, MARCH 20
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25–$130. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, MARCH 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS DETROIT 
PISTONS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

TUE, MARCH 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS DETROIT 
PISTONS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

THU, MARCH 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS PHOENIX 
SUNS: $15–$300. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, MARCH 25
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. BOSTON 
BRUINS: $25–$200. 
7 pm.

MON, MARCH 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NASH-
VILLE PREDATORS: 
$15–$200. 7 pm.

TUE, MARCH 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $15–
$2,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, MARCH 29
MUSIC, CHARLIE WIL-

SON: With Fantasia and 
Johnny Gill. $57–$304. 
7:30 pm.

THU, MARCH 30
MUSIC, BASTILLE: With 

Fantasia and Johnny 
Gill. $29–$49. 8 pm. 

FRI, MARCH 31
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NEW 
JERSEY DEVILS: $15–
$200. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS ORLANDO 
MAGIC: $25–$3,000. 
6 pm.

SUN, APRIL 2
SPORTS, HARLEM GLO-

BETROTTERS: $26–$63. 
Noon.

SUN, APRIL 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS ATLANTA 
HAWKS: $22–$3,000. 
6 pm.

FRI, APRIL 7
MUSIC, ROCK AND ROLL 

HALL OF FAME IN-
DUCTION CEREMONY: 
$55–$505. 7 pm.

SAT, APRIL 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CHICAGO 
BULLS: $49–$3,000. 
5 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

PARK SLOPE ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY PARADE: The 42nd 
annual neighborhood pa-
rade! Led by James Houli-
han, the owner of Windsor 
Terrace institution Farrell’s 
Bar and Grill, the parade 
will feature plenty of bag-
pipes, kilts, and brogues. 
Free. 1 pm. (15th Street at 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope), www.brooklynst-
patricksparade.com. 

TALK, PHILOSOPHY FOR 
KIDS: New York Times col-
umnist Simon Critchley in-
vites New York’s youngest 
intellectuals to engage in 
deep conversations about 
friendships and society. No 
parents allowed! For kids 5 
to 12 years old. Free. 2 pm, 
3 pm, and 4 pm at Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza, between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, MARTIN 
MCQUADE: The crooner 
shares songs of spring. 
Free. 3–6 pm. Gulf Coast 
[6901 Third Ave. at 70th 
St. in Bay Ridge, (347–662-
6644]. 

MON, MARCH 20
TALK, TYLER ANBINDER: 

The historian discusses 
how newcomers have 
helped to defi ne and rede-
fi ne this city over the past 
few centuries. $5. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, “WHY REPARA-
TIONS?”: A community 
discussion on why repara-
tions are important, and 
how to authentically honor 
the human experience. 
Free. 7 pm. Jack (505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org.  

TUES, MARCH 21
READING, LYDIA PEELLE: 

The author reading from 
her debut novel about 
World War One, “The Mid-
night Cool,” with period 
music by Ketch Secor, a 
presentation of propa-
ganda posters, and more. 
Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, JUKEBOX 
BINGO: A combination 

FRI, MARCH 17
NIGHTLIFE, ST. PATRICK’S 

DAY AT IRISH HAVEN: 
Celebrate St. Paddy’s with 
free corned beef, cabbage, 
and potatoes. Free. 2 pm. 
Irish Haven (5721 Fourth 
Ave at 58th Street in Sun-
set Park). 

MUSIC, ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
IRISH MUSIC SESSION: 
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
with traditional Irish music. 
Free. 5:30 pm. The Wicked 
Monk [8415 Fifth Ave. at 
84th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 921–0601]. 

THEATER, “CURLEW RIVER,” 
“DIDO AND AENEAS”: 
The Mark Morris Dance 
Group performs two op-
eras from two distinct 
historical periods. Tickets 
start at $25. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “THE SKIN OF 
OUR TEETH”: Thornton 
Wilder’s tragic comedy fol-
lows the Antrobus family 
through the Ice Age, the 
Flood, and war. $85–$110. 
7:30 pm. Polonsky Shake-
speare Center [262 Ash-
land Pl. between Fulton 
Street and Lafayette Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (212) 
229–2819], www.tfana.org. 

THEATER, “SWEET BIRD 
OF YOUTH”: The Tennes-
see Williams play about 
a gigolo and drifter who 
returns to his home town 
as the companion of a 
once-was movie star. $25 
($20 seniors and students). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

COMEDY, AMERICAN 
CANDY’S “BACK IN THE 
DAY”: The sketch comedy 
group takes on ridiculous 
things from their child-
hoods. With pre-show 
wine reception. $25. 8 pm. 
Actor’s Fund Arts Center 
[160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Downtown, (718) 
622–3655], www.apecial-
educator.net. 

MUSIC, ROBIN HOLCOMB 
QUARTET: $20. 8 pm. Rou-
lette [509 Atlantic Ave. at 
Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, WASABASSCO’S 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY FOR 
SINNERS: An all-redheads 
edition of the burlesque 
show. $25 ($15 in advance). 
9 pm. Littlefi eld [622 De-
graw St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, MARCH 18
FAMILY, SING-A-LONG 

SHABBAT: Experience 
Shabbat morning with 
singing, guitar, puppetry 
and musical prayer. Free. 
10:45 am. Bay Ridge Jew-
ish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. between 80th and 
81st streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 836–3103], brjc.org. 

THEATER, “PUSS IN 
BOOTS”: The classic tale 
of a well-dressed kitty is 
adapted for the marionette 
stage. $10 ($8 kids). 12:30 
pm and 2:30 pm. Pup-

petworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–3391], 
www.puppetworks.org.

DANCE, KINGS ARENA 
TOURNAMENT: A 16-man 
street dance competition. 
$20. 3 pm. Brooklyn Rocks 
[2214 Church Ave. be-
tween Flatbush and Bed-
ford avenues in Flatbush, 
(347) 925–7468], Kingsare-
nanyc.eventbrite.com. 

MUSIC, RESIST!: The fi rst in 
a monthly series of shows 
raising cash for the New 
York Civil Liberties Union. 
With the Crevulators All 
Star Hootenanny Jam, 
poetry, live painting, and 
soul band Empire Beats. 
$7. 8:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

COMEDY, FIRST COMES 
LOVE: Comedians act out 
adult fi lm scripts solicited 
from a Craigslist ad. $10 
($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

OUTDOORS, THE NIGHT 

SKY: Urban Park Rangers 
highlight the history and 
folklore of the solar sys-
tem, using the naked eye 
to locate stars and planets. 
Free. 8–9:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

SUN, MARCH 19
MUSIC, WEDDING CRASH-

ERS LIVE: The best musi-
cians for your wedding in 
one marathon showcase. 
Decide which killer band 
to book for your big day 
based on who makes you 
dance the hardest! $5. 3–6 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, ACOUSTIC SUNDAY 
MORNINGS: Enjoy Peter 
Pan Donuts and acous-
tic music from Bobby and 
Bucky. Free. 11 am–1 pm. 
Brooklyn Farmacy & Soda 
Fountain (513 Henry St. at 
Sackett Street in Carroll 
Gardens), brooklynfarma-
cyandsodafountain.com. 

Flipping out: Chris Jericho, upside down, will try to stay on his 
feet during his tag-team match at Barclays Center on March 20, 
as part of the Monday Night Raw wrestling event. 
 Associated Press / Jae S. Lee

I want to be a gaucho man!: The all-male, all-Argentinian 
dance company Che Malambo will perform a fiery series of 
foot-stomping, drumming, and lasso-swinging duels during 
its performance at Kingsborough Community College on March 
25. Slawek Przerwa

crowds have turned out in 
rain, snow, and gloom of 
night, said Henes. 

“Two years ago it was 
an absolute blizzard and 
people came, stood up their 
eggs in the snow,” she said. 
“It was fantastic.”

When the event is over, 
the 30-dozen eggs do not go 
to waste — Henes donates 
them to a nearby soup 

kitchen, where they get 
cooked up into omelettes 
and served, she said.

Henes has hosted the 
event for decades, but this 
year’s political turmoil 
has people yearning for 
signs of hope, and makes 
the upcoming celebration 
a little more meaningful, 
she said. 

“These times are really 
trying for a lot of people, 
the whole political atmo-
sphere, it’s been a hard 
time for a lot of people 

and so something as uplift-
ing as this certainly under-
scores that hope,” she said. 
“The sun is still working, 
and we are still on this 
planet and things are okay. 
It’s a very optimistic kind 
of holiday.”

42nd Annual Spring 
Equinox Egg Balancing 
Celebration at the Bailey 
Fountain at Grand Army 
Plaza [Flatbush Avenue 
at Eastern Parkway in 
Prospect Heights]. March 
20 at 6 am. Free. 

Continued from page 28 

EGG



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 17-23, 2017 33  24-7

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCES HOME

(718) 368-5596  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org  Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

A thrilling spectacle of precision footwork, 
rhythmic stomping, drumming, singing,  

and whirling boleadoras (lassos)!

Six Broadway stars belt out their signature 
numbers and share their hilarious and  

heartbreaking backstage stories!

Godlight Theatre Company’s critically-
acclaimed adaptation of the award-winning 
book that inspired the Oscar-winning film  

and Emmy-winning television series.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32 SATURDAY, APRIL 29 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32SATURDAY, APRIL 1 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32

Direct from Argentina! 
CHE MALAMBO

IN THE HEAT  
OF THE NIGHT

BROADWAY BACKSTAGE 
Memorable Broadway Moments  

& Unforgettable Broadway Bloopers!
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Supported by:

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500
Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

STEP 
AFRIKA!
Sat, April 1 at 8pm
Tickets: $25

to Flatbush Avenue  /  on-site paid parking available2

of bingo and music trivia, 
with a little bit of karaoke. 
Free. 8 pm. Henri’s Back-
yard (256 Fourth Ave. be-
tween President and Car-
roll streets in Park Slope). 

COMEDY, “I DON’T THINK 
SO, HONEY!”: Fifty co-
medians take one minute 
each to go off on culture. 
With Matt Rogers, Bowen 
Yang, Kady Ruth Ashcraft, 
and lots more! $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

WED, MARCH 22
TALK, “WHOSE PARK? EQ-

UITY IN NYC’S GREEN 
SPACES”: A panel of local 
politicians and activists 
discuss equal access to 
parks space.  $10. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, DRUNK SCIENCE: 
Three intoxicated come-
dians compete to present 
the best scientifi c disserta-
tion to a panel of real sci-
entists. $8. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, MARCH 23
TOUR, KINGS THEATRE 

HAPPY HOUR TOUR: 
Get a behind-the-scenes, 
historic tour of the venue 
paired with a glass of wine. 
$25. 6:30 pm. Kings The-

atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, PATRICK WATSON, 
THE WESTERLIES: $15. 
7 pm. BRIC Arts Media 
House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH 
YASMINE HAMDAN: The 
musician performs. $18 
($15 in advance). 9 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

FRI, MARCH 24
FILM, “KILLING US SOFTLY 

4”: This 2010 fi lm describes 
how advertising affects 
women and the relation-
ship of representation and 
power. Dr. Wendy Galgan 
will introduce and lead a 
discussion afterward. Free. 
6:30–9 pm. First Unitar-
ian Chapel [116 Pierre-
pont St. between Clinton 
Street and Monroe Place 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
624–5466], www.fuub.org. 

MUSIC, JESSICA MEYER: 
Part of the free perfor-
mance series. Free. 9 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

COMEDY, NORTH COAST 
8TH ANNIVERSARY 
SHOW: A hip-hop improv 
comedy show, stand-up 
showcase, and dance party 
rolled into one! $12 ($10 in 

advance). 9 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, MARCH 25
MUSIC, EAT, LEARN, PRAY: 

Partake in breakfast and 
engaging discussions led 
by a rabbi. Free. 9 am. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

MUSIC, UKES AND KIDS 
SOUTH AFRICA: Perfor-
mances from Sharon Katz 
and Wendy Quick of The 
Peace Train, Robbi K, The 
Ukuladies and Timbila. 
$20 suggested donation. 
7:30 pm. Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, VIVA DECONCINI: 
Part of the free perfor-
mance series. Free. 9 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

DANCE, CHE MALAMBO: 
These talented gauchos 
make their Brooklyn debut 
with percussive dance 
and fancy footwork. $32 
to $37. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 
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We Lease For Much Much  Less!

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$13956, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $2376/$10791, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,405, VIN#3FHR25651. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees 
add’l. Inc $2,250 Ford Factory Rebate & $500 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

6 Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, 200A Package, and Much More! MSRP $20,145. VIN#1FHL250761. $4,739 Due 
at Inception Inc: $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & 
MV fees addt’l. Includes $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will qualify. Add tax, tags & 
DMV fees. See dealer.

0%
60 Mos.

APR
Financing

Up
To

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC50261. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,535 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17.

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$4,995!* MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

2011 NISSAN ROGUE AWD 
Auto, A/C, Black, 45K Mi, 
Stk#2033F ................................................Buy For

$9,999*

2012 DODGE GR. CARAVAN
Auto, Red, A/C, 89K Mi, 
Stk#1990F .................................................Buy For

$9,999*

2007 FORD 500 SEL
Auto, A/C, Red, 38K Mi, 
Stk#8116F .................................. Buy For 

$4,995*

2010 MERCURY MILAN 
Auto, White, S/Roof, 70K Mi, 
Stk#1996FF ................................Buy For 

$5,999*

2011 MERCURY MILAN 
Auto, Lthr,Red, 73K Mi, 
Stk#1960F ....................................Buy For 

$6,995*

2010 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
Auto, A/C, Silver, 89K Mi, 
Stk#2015F ....................................Buy For

$7,495*

2013 FORD FIESTA SE
Auto, S/Roof, Red, 27K Mi, 
Stk#1230F .................................. Buy For 

$7,999*

2008 FORD EDGE LTD AWD
Auto, Nav, S/Roof, 42K Mi,
Stk#1971F .................................................... Buy For 

$8,495*

2014 FORD FOCUS  
5Dr., Hatchback, Auto, A/C, 24K Mi, 
Stk#2028F ...................................................Buy For 

$8,995*

2013 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Blue, 73K Mi, 
Stk#2043F .. ..........................................Buy For

$9,999*

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,340 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17. 

IN BROOKLYN
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• ‘We felt that this was 
ours the whole game, 
the whole year.’

• ‘It was important 
that we had to get 
this win.’

Tobacco Road hits  
Atlantic Avenue
BY LAURA AMATO

The latest installment of the 
best college basketball rivalry 
in the country didn’t happen 
at Cameron Indoor Stadium, 
or the Dean Dome. It happened 
in Brooklyn.

Duke and North Carolina 
faced off in the semifi nals of 
the Atlantic Coast Conference 
tournament on March 10, be-
fore a boisterous crowd of die-
hard fans packed into Barclays 
Center.

When it was over, Duke’s 
Blue Devils walked off the 
court with a 93–83 victory — 
and a berth in the NCAA cham-
pionship series — but the game 
felt a bit like the title before the 
title, another postseason clash 
for the ages. 

“Another great game. Holy 
mackerel,” said Duke coach 
Mike Krzyzewski. “Tonight 
we beat an outstanding team, 
obviously a team that can win 
the national title. Did a great 
job of winning our regular sea-
son.”

Of course, there’s plenty of 
history between the two squads, 
but the semifi nal matchup was 
particularly special. 

It was just the second time 
Carolina and Duke squared off 
in New York, and only the fi fth 
time the teams played outside 
the boundaries of North Caro-
lina. It was a big-time victory 
for a Blue Devils squad that 
was playing its third game in 
three days. 

“I mean, it’s huge,” said 
Luke Kennard, who fi nished 
with 20 points. “Each win is a 
big win for us, and today was 
another one. It’s time to move 
on to the next one, and we’re 
excited for it.”

Historically, the Tar Heels 
struggle against Duke in the 
conference tournament — 
notching a current record of 
8–13 against the Blue Devils 
in March — and the Brooklyn 
tilt was no different. North 
Carolina controlled the game 

early, jumping out to a 49–42 
lead at the break, but couldn’t 
maintain momentum down 
the stretch as the Blue Devils 
hit their stride as the minutes 
ticked down. 

Duke outscored Carolina 
51–34 in the second half and 
wrapped up the fi nal 12:33 of 
regulation on a 42–22 run. 

“(We) put them on the free-
throw line way, way, way too 
much,” Tar Heels coach Roy 
Williams said. “We had some 
foul trouble, and some of those 
were silly fouls. It’s my job to 
make sure that … we’re more 
disciplined than we were.”

By the fi nal whistle, the 
cheers generated by Blue Dev-
ils fans in the crowd drowned 
out the near-constant boos 

from Carolina enthusiasts 
whenever Duke’s controversial 
star Grayson Allen touched the 
ball. “When I’m coming off the 
bench, I’m just  trying to give 
energy,” said Allen, who hit his 
fi rst four three-point attempts.

There was never a question 
that both teams would advance 
to the NCAA Tournament, 
but this matchup wasn’t about 
that. This was about pride and 
bragging rights and bringing a 
bit of college basketball’s best 
to Brooklyn. Mission accom-
plished. 

“We just said we’ve got a 
chance if we can keep win-
ning, with a chance to play 
against the best in the confer-
ence,” Krzyzewski said. “It’s 
been the best.”

Brooklyn hosts best 
in college hoops 
BY LAURA AMATO

To some, it was a curious 
move; to others, it was a bril-
liant one.

For the fi rst time ever, 
the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence — one of the premier 
college basketball leagues in 
the country, boasting the pe-
rennial talents of North Car-
olina, Duke and the Univer-
sity of Virginia — last week 
held its annual conference 
tournament in, of all places, 
Brooklyn, at the Barclays 
Center.

The league has just one 
team from New York state — 
former Big East power Syra-
cuse — and the conference 
offi ces are based in North 
Carolina, but the postsea-
son move to Atlantic Avenue 
was about more than sim-
ply fl aunting recent on-court 
success. The conference has 
history in New York and last 
week was a return to that. 

“It’s the fi rst time we’ve 
been in New York City, in 
Brooklyn, in one of the great 
arenas,” said conference 
commissioner John Swof-
ford. “New York City is such 
a hotbed of basketball.”

The Atlantic Coast Con-
ference has long tapped a 
pipeline of New York City tal-
ent; coach Frank McGuire 
led North Carolina team to 
an undefeated record and a 

national championship in 
1957. Former Georgia Tech 
stars Kenny Anderson and 
Bobby Cremins fi ne-tuned 
their skills at New York-area 
high schools. 

Local interest in the hoops 
league ran high last week at 
Barclays Center, which was 
jam-packed for the March 11 
championship game between 
Duke and Notre Dame.

The tournament will re-
turn to Barclays once more 
next season, before moving 
to Charlotte, N.C., in 2019, 
and then back to its former 
home, Greensboro. 

Syracuse coach Jim Boe-
heim criticized that plan, say-
ing: “There’s no value in play-
ing in Greensboro, none,” he 
said after the Orange’s sec-
ond-round loss. “Why do you 
think the Big Ten is coming 
into New York? It’s (makes) 
good business sense.”

Duke coach Mike Krzyze-
wski disagreed with Boe-
heim.  

“There’s been great value 
having it in Greensboro be-
cause this is the tournament 
that everyone copied,” he 
said. “So if the powers that be 
want it to eventually go back 
… stay in Greensboro or visit 
or whatever, so be it. I think 
they deserve that.”

The return to North Caro-

— South Shore senior Selena Philoxy on the 
team’s public schools championship win.

— Lincoln’s game MVP Klay Ferguson 
Brown on taking title from Jefferson.

PHYSICAL PUSH: Duke star Grayson Allen, center, drew his fair share of 
cheers and jeers from the jam-packed crowd at Barclays Center on March 
10.  Photo by Robert Cole

FAN FAVORITE: The Atlantic Coast semifi nals, where Notre Dame de-
feat Virginia in the second game, drew the largest college basketball 
crowd in Barclays Center history.  Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on page 37
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BY LAURA AMATO
This revenge was particularly 
sweet.

The top-seeded Lincoln boys 
basketball team defeated No. 
11 Jefferson 82–64 in the Public 
Schools Athletic League “AA” 
title game at Madison Square 
Garden on March 11, avenging 
last season’s championship loss 
to the Orange Wave.  It’s the fi rst 
city title for the Railsplitters 
since 2013.

“Going out on top as seniors 
is a great feeling,” said Lincoln 
point guard Donald Cannon 
Flores. “Last year we didn’t fi n-
ish the way we wanted, getting to 
the championship game and los-
ing by over 20 points. This year 
we wanted to come out strong 
and get this win.”

The game was close in the 
fi rst quarter, but the Railsplit-
ters went on an 18-point run and 
outscored Jefferson 25–7 in the 
second. 

“I kept these guys loose,” said 
Lincoln coach Dwayne “Tiny” 
Morton. “These guys understand. 
There’s no point in changing 
your strategy, just stay loose.” 

The key for the Railsplit-
ters, as it’s been all season, was 
defense and pressure. Lincoln 
forced 15 Jefferson turnovers in 
the fi rst half and racked up 18 
points off the miscues. The Rail-
splitters also controlled the game 
on the block, notching 46 points 

in the paint throughout the title 
tilt. 

“The defense was awesome,” 
said Lincoln junior Curtis Gor-
don, who scored 21 points. “We 

locked them down and they 
couldn’t score. We talked on the 
court and we just followed our 
coach’s orders.”

Railsplitters rule 
Lincoln avenges its 2016 title game loss to Jefferson

KNOCKOUT KLAY: Lincoln senior Klay Ferguson Brown was named the cham-
pionship most-valuable player, racking up a game-high 22 points and 10 re-
bounds.  Photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO
The ball just wouldn’t 
drop. 

The Bishop Lough-
lin boys basketball 
team had three chances 
at a game-tying bucket 
with just seconds on the 
clock, but couldn’t get 
a shot to fall, suffering 
a season-ending 65–62 
loss to Cardinal Hayes 
in the Catholic High 
School Athletic Asso-
ciation “AA” semis on 
March 8. 

It was a disappoint-
ing loss for a Lions 
squad that had set its 
sights on a city title this 
year after coming up 
short in the semis last 
season. 

“They fought until 
the end and even there 
at the end, they believed 
that we’d pull it off,” 
said Loughlin coach Ed-
win Gonzalez. “We had 
the last opportunity 
and we just came up a 
little short.”

It was a game of 
runs for both squads 
— Loughlin, sparked 
by senior guard Tyrese 
Gafney, fi nished the 
fi rst half on a 12-point 
streak —  but neither 
team could seize any 
momentum.

The Lions saw a six-
point halftime cushion 
dwindle in the early 
minutes of the third 
quarter as the Cardinal 
Hayes backcourt con-
tinued to hit jumpshot 
after jumpshot. 

“They made a lot of 
shots and I thought we 
would have been bet-

ter defensively,” Gon-
zalez said. “We lost our 
assignment sometimes 
and if you leave them 
wide-open, they’re go-
ing to hit their shots. 
They’re a pretty good 
three-point shooting 
team.”

Hayes jumped out to 
10-point leads twice dur-
ing the fourth quarter, 
but Loughlin refused to 
back down, making it a 
63–57 game on a pair of 
Justin Champangie free 
throws with 48.9 sec-
onds on the clock. The 
Lions continued to push 
the tempo, locking in 
on defense and forcing 
a handful of late-game 
Cardinals turnovers. 
The problem, however, 
was turning those turn-
overs into points.

“That’s what basket-
ball is, a game of runs,” 
Gonzalez said. “They 
had theirs at the begin-
ning of the third quar-
ter. We missed a big 
shot when we were up 
six and that would have 
put us up nine; that 
changed the whole com-
plexity of the game.”

Loughlin couldn’t 
capitalize after guard 
Markquis Nowell was 
whistled for a charge af-
ter picking off a Hayes 
pass with 29.3 seconds 
left. The team still 
had faith in the wan-
ing moments, sparked 
by Adrien Nunez, who 
drained a corner three 
to make it a one-point 
game with 19.7 seconds 
left. Hayes’ Mark Jack-

BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ
Survive and advance. 

The top-seeded Brooklyn Law 
and Tech boys basketball team 
didn’t start off well in its Public 
Schools Athletic League quarter-
fi nal matchup against Frederick 
Douglass Academy on March 11, 
but the Jets weren’t worried about 
anything except the fi nal score. 

Law and Tech kept its season 
alive with a dominant second half 
rally en route to a 49–46 victory 
over Frederick Douglass. 

“We started off disjointed 
on the defensive end, and offen-
sively we were called for about 
six charges in the fi rst half,” said 
Jets coach Kenny Pretlow. “I was 
beginning to feel a little worried 
about our offense, but I didn’t 
call any early timeouts because 
I fi gured we were going to go on 
a run. I didn’t expect a 24–2 run, 
though.”

The Jets’ usually high-pow-

ered offense was held relatively 
in check for much of the fi rst half, 
and the squad faced an 11-point 
defi cit at halftime. 

Pretlow said that during the 
break, he urged his team to refo-
cus its determination and inten-
sity. The Jets looked like a differ-
ent team in the second half, giving 
up just three points in the third 
quarter and moving the ball more 
quickly on offense. 

“Victor [Ogbo] was huge down 
low in the second half. He locked 
the paint down for us and came 
up with important rebounds 
and blocks,” Pretlow said. “And 
Mikko [Johnson] took care of the 
ball and played aggressively.”

Law and Tech looked to its lead-
ers to spark the comeback down 
the stretch, and no one was more 
determined than Johnson. The 
senior guard scored just seven 
points, but  stepped up in a lead-
ership capacity when fellow back-

court mate Larry Moreno was 
sidelined with early foul trouble. 

Johnson directed the offense 
throughout the second half, lead-
ing the Jets on a 28–20 run in the 
fi nal 16 minutes of play.

Jetting on: Law and Tech stays alive

CHARGING FORWARD: Bishop Loughlin junior guard 
Markquis Nowell was whistled for a late-game charge as 
his team did its best to rally against Cardinal Hayes in the 
Catholic “AA” semis on March 8. Photo by William Thomas

Loughlin can’t sink late 
shot, falls in semifi nals

Continued on page 37

Continued on page 37
Continued on page 37

STEPPING UP: Mikko Johnson direct-
ed the offense throughout the second 
half, leading the Jets on a 28–20 run 
in the fi nal 16 minutes of play against 
Frederick Douglass Academy. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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lina, however, has been jeop-
ardized by the state’s House 
Bill 2, commonly called 
HB2, a law that affects the 
lesbian, gay bisexual and 
transgender people by leg-
islating that in government 
buildings, individuals may 

only use restrooms and 
changing facilities that cor-
respond to the sex on their 
birth certifi cates. Backlash 
against the law cost the 
state this year’s NBA All-
Star game. 

And as far as Swofford is 
concerned, there’s no place 
like Brooklyn for basketball 
— particularly when the 
conference has been noth-

ing short of dominant over 
the last few years. 

“I don’t think there’s 
any question that over the 
course of the entire season 
this year, that we’re the 
strongest collegiate basket-
ball conference in the coun-
try, top to  bottom,” he said. 
“It’s been really gratifying 
to see that our league is en-
joying the kind of success.”

Continued from page 35 

HOOPS

BY LAURA AMATO
Winning never gets old.

Just ask the top-seeded 
South Shore girls basketball 
team, which won its third 
straight Public Schools Ath-
letic League “AA” champion-
ship on March 11, taking down 
No. 2 Murry Bergtraum 68–34 
at Madison Square Garden.

In the past few seasons, the 
Lady Vikings have become ac-
customed to being champions, 
but their coach continues to 
warn them against overconfi -
dence.

“I tell them, ‘Don’t take 
it for granted,’ ” said South 
Shore coach Anwar Gladden. 
“I stressed that at the begin-
ning of the season. Two teams 
are going to be there, but it’s 
not a guarantee that you’ll be 
there.”

But on Saturday, South 
Shore dominated from the 
start, holding the Lady Blaz-
ers to just four points in the 
fi rst quarter. Bergtraum com-
mitted 15 turnovers in the fi rst 

half and the Lady Vikings took 
advantage of each one, notch-
ing 11 points off the miscues.

South Shore settled into 
a tough zone defense, giving 
Bergtraum’s offense fi ts, and 
pushed the tempo on offense, 
dominating in transition 
and grabbing the momentum 
against a Lady Blazers team 
making its fi rst title game ap-
pearance since 2013.

“We felt that this was ours 
the whole game, the whole 
year,” said South Shore senior 
Selena Philoxy, who is bound 
for Seton Hall next season. 
“The talking and the rebound-
ing helped us a lot.”

Not much changed in the 
second half. South Shore out-
scored Bergtraum 20–4 in the 
third quarter — sparked by a 
16–0 run midway through the 
period — and kept the Lady 
Blazers off the scoreboard for 
more than six minutes. The 
Lady Vikings squad took a 52–
21 lead, but refused to ease up 
on its opponents.

“We’re never supposed to 
get comfortable, never under-
stimate any team,” said se-
nior guard Valena Hickerson. 
“Don’t get complacent; you’ve 
got to keep playing and if you 
let up, then they come back 
and you don’t want that. So we 
always try to keep our foot on 
their throat.”

By the fi nal buzzer, South 
Shore had won just about every 
statistical battle, outrebound-
ing Bergtraum 54–37 — in-
cluding 22–10 on the offensive 
glass — forcing 28 turnovers 
and notching 13 assists on 27 
made fi eld goals. The Lady Vi-
kings were led by senior Tsa-
hai Corbie, who fi nished with 
a game-high 12 points and was 
named the game’s most valu-
able player.

South Shore now advances 
to the New York State Federa-
tion Tournament, taking on 
Long Island Lutheran in Glens 
Falls later this month, and the 
Lady Vikings have their sights 
set on a title. The team has 

come up short in each of the 
last two seasons and, unlike 
winning city titles, that feel-
ing has gotten just a bit old. 

“I feel like the model for 
this team is say less and do 

more,” Corbie said. “We don’t 
like to say what we want to do, 
we just want to show them. We 
still got states, so we’re just go-
ing to focus on that and stay 
humble.”

LEADING BY EXAMPLE: South Shore senior standout Selena Philoxy was 
part of an experienced group of core players who helped lead the Lady 
Vikings to a third-straight city title on March 11.  Photo by Robert Cole

A SHORE THING 
Lady Vikings now three-time champions

son couldn’t connect on either 
free throw on the ensuing pos-
session and the Cardinals left 
the Lions just enough time to 
stage a fi nal-second look at the 
basket. 

Simply put, the shot didn’t 
fall. Three Loughlin players had 
a chance to tip it in, but the ball 
rimmed out and, for the second 

straight season, the Lions ended 
a title run on the outside looking 
in.

When it was over, the Lions 
couldn’t mask how much this 
loss hurt.

“I told the young kids, ‘Hey, 
we’re going in the right direc-
tion,’ ” Gonzalez said. “We can’t 
get over the hump, but at some 
point the basketball gods are go-
ing to be on our side. All we can 
do is just continue to play and 
play hard.”

Lincoln continued to 
control the game in the sec-
ond half, but that momen-
tum skidded to a halt as foul 
trouble plagued both squads 
down the stretch. 

The Railsplitters and 
the Orange Wave combined 
for just nine free throw at-
tempts in the fi rst half, but 
shot 31 times from the foul 
line in the fi nal 16 minutes 
as both squads struggled to 
maintain a rhythm amid 
near-constant whistles. 

“We just listened to 
coach,” said game MVP 
Klay Ferguson Brown, who 
fi nished with a game-high 
22 points. “It was important 

that we had to get this win.” 
The whistles, however, 

didn’t stop Lincoln’s offense 
from hitting its late-game 
shots — or its free throws. 
The Railsplitters went 14-of-
27 from the fl oor in the sec-
ond half and shot 75 percent 
from the line.

Jefferson did its best to 
get back into the game, cut-
ting the defi cit to 18 points 
with just over seven minutes 
left, but couldn’t quite turn 
the tide. Emotions reached 
a boil with 1:32 left after 
Jefferson coach Lawrence 
“Bud” Pollard was ejected 
following his second techni-
cal foul, but Lincoln kept its 
focus down the stretch. 

“We went undefeated 
in the city and it was our 
fourth time playing Jeffer-

son,” said senior Michael 
Reid. “So we just came out 
and wanted to pound them. 
We wanted to kill them by, 
like, 50.”

The victory advanced 
the Railsplitters to the State 
Federation Tournament in 
Glens Falls later this month, 
where the team will take on 
Catholic League champion 
Cardinal Hayes. Now that 
they’ve conquered their 
public schools adversaries, 
Lincoln’s players are deter-
mined to return to Coney 
Island with another state 
title.  Revenge tastes good, 
but winning, they say, tastes 
even better. 

“We’re getting back in 
the gym and get ready for 
states,” Reid said. “That’s 
pretty much it.” 

“Coach Kenny P told us that 
the only reason we were down 
was because they were playing 
tougher than us,” said Johnson, 
who also chipped in eight re-
bounds and 10 assists. “And in 
the second half we toughened up 
and took the lead back.”

Johnson embraced the physi-
cality of the game late, pushing 
the ball into the zone and drawing 
contact. He managed to sink the 
shot anyway and his teammates 
took notice, rallying around his 
play to stave off a fourth-quarter 
push by Frederick Douglass. 

Ogbo’s presence in the post 
was also crucial to the Jets’ come-

back victory. The junior padded 
his stat line with eight points and 
12 rebounds —  including six on 
the offensive glass — giving Law 
and Tech a handful of second-
chance looks that would prove 
vital in the waning minutes of 
play. His size down low set the de-
fensive tone, and kept Frederick 
Douglass from regaining any of 
its early offensive momentum.

“Our game plan was cen-
tered on defense,” Ogbo said. 
“Defense is how we win games, 
coach P tells us that all the time 
and tonight that was key.”

Law and Tech kept its season 
alive, and now is eyeing something 
much bigger — a run at a title. The 
squad is still perfect against city 
competition and, right now, anx-
ious to stay that way. 

Continued from page 36 
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