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Massive bike lane in works
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Toilet humor!
Comedian Christopher Calogero, seen here during his Friday-morning constitutional, will host a show 
all about pooping your pants at Williamsburg’s Legion Bar on March 30. Read all about it in Brooklyn’s 
best arts and entertainment section, 24/7. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city aims to install two 
protected bike lanes along 
four miles of Fourth Avenue 
from Boerum Hill to Bay 
Ridge. 

The proposed path would 
run between Dean and 65th 
streets and separate cyclists 
from traffic with a buffer of 
parked cars. Activists have 
pressed the city for such a 
lane for years, claiming it 
would curb accidents on the 
bustling thoroughfare, but 
the Department of Trans-
portation shot down the 
idea in favor of expanding 
medians along stretches of 
the roadway. Now locals are 
ecstatic that the city has re-
considered, said one com-
munity activist. 

“It’ll make the ride 
so much safer. I’m abso-
lutely jubilant,” said Sun-
set Parker Tony Giordano, 
who has pushed for the lane 
since 2014. “This has really 
been a David and Goliath 
battle. We’ve been advocat-
ing for this for years.”

Fourth Avenue would 
feature a cycling path on 

each side of the thorough-
fare from Boerum Hill, 
through Gowanus, Park 
Slope, and Sunset Park, up 
to Bay Ridge. It would be a 
vital connector between the 
Downtown area and South-
ern Brooklyn, said one Park 
Slope bike enthusiast.  

“There’s not a protected 
north-and-south route from 
the southern part of Sun-
set Park up to Atlantic Ave-

Continued on page 10

GEARED UP: Sunset Parker Mi-
chaelangelo Maldonaro is stoked 
for a bike lane on Fourth Avenue, 
which will allow riders to cruise 
from Boerum Hill to Bay Ridge. 
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On purchases made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from March 
15-28, 2017 of $2,000 or more OR 12 Months Promotional Financing on 
purchases $1,000 - $1,999.99 OR 6 Months Promotional Financing on 
purchases up to $999.99. *Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly 
payments required.  See store for details.

 Months Promotional 
Financing Available*24

END OF QUARTER
CLEARANCE
INCREDIBLE DEALS on more than 40 million square feet of top quality fl oors + SPECIAL DEALS on small lots and odd lots!

1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.comWhile supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details.

SPECIAL EXTENDED HOURS! 
Stores Open M-F until 8PM

MARCH 
15 - 28 

59¢
sq ft

400+ Varieties of 
Top Quality Floors

from
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BY RUTH BROWN
President Trump’s dream bud-
get is a nightmare for Brook-
lyn artists!

The Donald’s proposal to 
eliminate federal arts fund-
ing will drain millions of dol-
lars annually from the bor-
ough’s creative organizations, 
gutting programs that serve 
Kings County’s poorest com-
munities and cementing mu-
sic, theater, and dance as lux-
uries for the elite, according to 
local arts gurus.

“It would be devastat-
ing,” said Diane Jacabowitz, 
founder of  Park Slope dance 
school  Dancewave, which 
offers discounted instruc-
tion and teaches in schools 
that don’t have arts classes 
of their own. “Everyone will 
start focusing their clientele, 
which makes it arts for the 
rich, which is the story we’ve 
known for too long. It makes it 
divisive.”

In 2016, Brooklyn-based 
organizations collectively 
scored $2.7 million in grants 
from the National Endowment 
for the Arts, part of a whop-
ping $13 million since 2012 — 
and that doesn’t include out-
fi ts headquartered elsewhere 
that work in the borough or 
state arts grants, which are 
partially funded through the 
federal program. 

But Trump wants to scrap 
the scheme — along with 18 
other agencies — arguing that 
working families shouldn’t 
have to foot the bill for such 
frivolities.  

“Can we really continue 
to ask a coal miner in West 
Virginia or a single mom 
in Detroit to pay for these 
programs?” his budget big-
wig Mick Mulvaney  said on 
MSNBC last week . “The an-
swer is no.”

Actually, you can, say lo-
cal arts buffs — the country’s 
hardest-done-by are exactly 
the people who benefi t from 

the publicly-funded programs, 
and they really appreciate it 
too.

“It’s insulting to say that 
people of a certain economic 
status don’t have an appre-
ciation or need for arts,” said 
Robyne Walker Murphy of 
Groundswell, a Gowanus out-
fi t that employs young adults 
to lead  public-mural painting 
projects , and receives around 
$70,000 in grants each year. 
“I’ve worked in some of the 
most marginalized commu-
nities and I can’t tell you how 
many parents, mostly people 
of color, have talked about the 
importance arts play in their 
children’s lives.” 

New York is hardly short 
of deep-pocketed arts phi-
lanthropists, and the federal 
grants account for just a por-
tion of many local groups’ 

overall funds — but they often 
pay for things that other bene-
factors won’t, administrators 
say. 

For the Brooklyn Arts 
Council in Dumbo, that’s folk 
art. Many private foundations 
want to see people on stage 
singing and dancing in ex-
change for their donation, but 
aren’t so enthused about pay-
ing someone to spend weeks 
working with an immigrant 

community to document their 
basket-weaving traditions, ac-
cording to the council’s head 
honcho.

“It’s not a one-hit produc-
tion, it’s years and years of 
work,” said Charlotte Cohen, 
the executive director of the 
Dumbo organization, which 
has been receiving the grants 
since the early 1980s and cov-
ers a third of its Folk Arts pro-

CAN’T STOP, WON’T STOP: 
(Above) Noor Ul Ain paints a mu-
ral with Groundswell in Bushwick. 
(Right) Rooftop Films screens fl icks 
all across the borough. 

A DIS-ART-STER!
Trump’s arts-funding cuts would gut millions from Bklyn orgs 
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By Alexandra Simon

Hail to the queens!
A Bedford-Stuyvesant musi-

cian will launch an album that 
pays tribute to powerful women through-
out history at Bric Arts Media on March 
30. Singer and guitarist Becca Stevens 
says that she followed an artistic and spiri-
tual inspiration while creating her songs 
devoted to queens and goddesses. 

“I’ve always been really fascinated by 
queens throughout history and always been 
drawn to Queen Elizabeth I, her legacy, the 
Elizabethan era, and a lot of things in that 
period,” said Stevens. “The queen theme 
took flight and it became way more of a 
spiritual journey than I expected it to be.  

It was almost like crafting an alter-ego and 
finding this divine strength and regal iden-
tities, and that gave me a vehicle to inspire 
other people to feel same way.”

The album “Regina” — which is Latin 
for “queen” — draws on diverse musi-
cal roots, including pop, classical, jazz, 
hip-hop, and Irish and Appalachian folk 
music. Her many influences make Stevens 
reluctant to label her style of music.

“I struggle with an answer after all 
these years, and it’s less clear to me than 
five years ago,” she said. “Everyday there 
are changes, and things are always mov-
ing, so an answer I had to something yes-
terday and year from now will be slightly 
different.”

The album features several guest art-
ists, including jazz and soul singer Laura 
Mvula, who will join Stevens at the launch 
performance. Stevens is a huge fan of the 
British performer.

“I love her music —  she’s strong and 
regal and her on-stage persona is striking,” 
she said. 

At the release party, Stevens will also be 
accompanied by her usual three-member 
band, and by the Attacca String Quartet — 
another amazing act, she says.

“They’re my favorite band in the world, 
and they did all of my string arrangements, 
so it’s going to be really nice to hear that 
element live,” said Stevens.

She hopes listeners will respond to her 

celebration of female power, which is often 
overlooked, she said. 

“I want them go and be inspired by 
femininity — there’s a feminine strength 
in men and women but it’s treated differ-
ently from masculine strength, which is 
revered and prioritized,” said Stevens. “I 
want to tip the scales a bit energetically 
and show other types of strength, compas-
sion, and this motherly all-encompassing 
strength and divinity that I think the world 
needs right now.”

Becca Stevens at Bric Arts Media [647 
Fulton Ave. at Rockland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 855–7882, www.bricartsme-
dia.org]. March 30 at 8 pm. $18 ($15 in 
advance).

Singer records tribute to regal females

Royal revue
Stevens’ universe: Singer Becca Stevens 
drew a combination of pop, jazz, and hip-
hop to record her latest album, launching 
at Bric on March 30. Shervin Lainez
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Make it so!

Starship Enterprise cap-
tain and Park Slope resident 
Sir Patrick Stewart is throw-
ing his weight behind a con-
troversial theory that the 
bodies of hundreds of Revo-
lutionary War heroes are 
buried beneath a vacant lot 
in Gowanus — and he wants 
a memorial placed there so 
that history never forgets 
the name “Maryland 400.”

Stewart  claimed in a re-
cent Gentleman’s Quarterly 
interview  that the empty 
Ninth Street site is the fi nal 
resting place of the famed 
band of soldiers — who died 
saving General Washing-
ton’s rebel army from anni-
hilation during the Battle 
of Brooklyn — and said he 
has personally petitioned 
Mayor DeBlasio to install a 
monument to them there, to 
which Hizzoner replied, “I’m 
on it.”

“All it is is a concreted-
over car park, but under-
neath the concrete is the 
mass grave,” said Stewart, 
whose “Star Trek” character 
 was a noted archeology buff . 
“It’s worth making, I think, 
a bit of a fuss of.”

The thespian, who settled 
in a $2.5-million duplex pent-
house on Seventh Street in 
2012, told the men’s fashion 
journal that the lot between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
is home to the mass grave 
containing some, if not all, 
of the more-than 200 slain 
heroes whose bodies were 
unceremoniously discarded 
by King George’s troops fol-
lowing a heroic rear-guard 
action that bought Washing-
ton the time he needed to slip 
across the East River.

The theory has  long been 
shared by Brooklyn Heights 
historian Bob Furman , who 
has been petitioning the city 
to perform a rigorous arche-
ological dig there to prove 
once and for all what lies be-
neath the currently-undevel-
oped real estate.

Naturally, Furman sent 
Stewart a letter in response 
to the article, asking the es-
teemed actor to endorse his 
archeological endeavors — 
but he has yet to hear back.

“I was hoping he would 
publicly express his support 
and interest for doing proper 
archeology at the site,” Fur-
man said. “I didn’t get a re-
sponse.”

But you can’t blame the 
Federation hero for want-
ing to keep a low profi le on 
this one, Furman said — it 
became a hot-button politi-
cal issue last year  when the 
city proposed building a pre-
kindergarten facility on the 
site , which will be held up if 
anything of historical value 
is discovered there, and 
the British knight probably 
doesn’t want to get involved.

“He’s not a political per-
son really,” said Furman. 
“He’s an actor.”

Furman was, however, 
able to shed light on the idea 
that DeBlasio is “on it” in 
regards to erecting a memo-
rial — he says he has asked 
the mayor on numerous oc-
casions for the very same 
thing, and that’s exactly 
what he said.

“Every time I raised this 
with DeBlasio, he would say, 
‘I’m on it,’ ” Furman said. 
“He said the same thing to 
Stewart, but the city is not 
interested in preserving the 
site, they’re interested in the 
pre-K school. So I pointed 
that out to him in the letter.”

Neither the Mayor’s of-
fi ce nor Stewart returned re-
quests for comment.

LOTS TO LEARN: This Ninth Street lot between Third and Fourth avenues is the fi nal resting place of the Mary-
land 400 and deserves a memorial, according to actor Patrick Stewart.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Remember the redshirts
Patrick Stewart: Revolutionary War heroes 

are buried under empty Gowanus lot!

Archeologists 
fi nally digging 
up pre-K site

BY COLIN MIXSON
Excavating news!

Archeologists are fi nally 
going to dig into a vacant 
Gowanus lot that  some be-
lieve to be the fi nal resting 
place of the Maryland 400  — 
thrilling news for local his-
tory geeks, who are excited 
to know once and for all if 
the Revolutionary War he-
roes are buried down below.

“This is one of the great 
mysteries of New York his-
tory that we don’t have an 
answer on,” said Chris Ric-
ciardi, founder of Chrysalis 
Archeology. 

The city is currently in 
negotiations to purchase the 
empty Ninth Street lot be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues, after Council voted in 
December to acquire the site 
for a 180-seat pre-kindergar-
ten school. 

But before it can start 
construction, the state’s his-
toric preservation agency 
requires the city to contract 
archeologists to spend a few 
days excavating the prop-
erty to determine its cul-
tural value.

Some local historians 
have long believed the loca-
tion may well be on top of a 
mass grave containing the 
remains of the troops  who 
sacrifi ced their lives during 
the Battle of Brooklyn  to buy 
General Washington time to 
escape British forces.  

Ricciardi points to 19th-
century journals that put 
the grave site around that 
location, along with maps 
describing that area as hilly, 
compared to the vast marsh 
that once covered Brooklyn 
— which would have made 
it an appropriate burial lo-
cation.

“They wouldn’t have 
thrown them in the muck,” 
he said. “This was a gentle-
man’s war.”

But not all borough his-
tory buffs agree — the Old 
Stone House, King Coun-
ty’s premier memorial to 
the Battle of Brooklyn, has 
circulated a lengthy report 
debunking claims that the 
Ninth Street site is home to 

any Marylanders.
The report’s author not 

only refutes the lot’s claim 
to fame, but also argues 
that it is unlikely any one 
such mass grave exists in 
Brooklyn, positing that the 
legendary last stand of the 
400 soldiers from Mary-
land was more myth than 
fact, and that — in all likeli-
hood — the regiment’s sac-
rifi ce played out in several 
smaller engagements fought 
all across the borough. 

Also the soldiers were 
hardly gentlemanly enough 
to have dragged the Amer-
icans’ bodies for a mile 
through the bog to higher 
ground.

“It is highly likely that 
those who were killed were 
interred in shallow graves 
close to the spots where they 
fell, and not carried half a 
mile (or more) through a 
marsh,” wrote historian 
and Old Stone House board 
member William Parry.

But even if the city’s ar-
cheologists fi nd little more 
than dirt and old concrete, 
they’ll at least have ruled 
out a small spot in Brooklyn 
where the Marylanders are 
not, and that brings them 
one step closer to the prize, 
Ricciardi said.

“The dig will help an-
swer the question one way 
or the other,” he said. “If it’s 
not here then maybe it’s at 
two or three other sites. It 
helps narrow the fi eld.”

HOLD THE LINE!: Heroes from 
the Battle of Brooklyn may be 
buried below a future pre-K — 
and the city is going to fi nd out.



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 24–30, 20174    DT

BY COLIN MIXSON
It is the missing link!

The city is just weeks away from 
fl ipping the switch on new free-inter-
net kiosks in Park Slope, and plans 
to install several more in Prospect 
Heights in about a month — but res-
idents of Red Hook and Gowanus 
claim they’re being left in the cyber 
lurch, and are demanding offi cials 
dole out the gratis web connections 
with a more even hand. 

“You’re missing a hell of a seg-
ment of the Gowanus and Red Hook 
population that could use it,” said 
Community Board 6 transportation 
committee member Jerry Armer at 
a meeting last Thursday, where the 
city’s contractor provided a presen-
tation on the program. “If you really 
want to bridge the divide that’s one of 
the places to bridge it.”

The city has already installed 
eight of its super high-speed Link 
NYC booths along Park Slope’s Fifth 
Avenue — and will follow up with 
more along Flatbush Avenue in Pros-
pect Heights — which will project gi-
gabyte-per-second download speeds 
in a radius of roughly half-a-foot-
ball-fi eld when they’re turned on two 
weeks from now, according to a rep.

“You can download a movie in a 
moment,” said Ruth Fasoldt of In-
tersection, the telecommunications 
company doing the installation. “It’s 
awesome.”

But if there’s anyone who can af-
ford to pay for brain-melting infor-
mation-superhighway speeds out of 

their own pockets, it’s the residents 
of Park Slope, according to Armer.

“I’m curious as to why you’re in 
the community that has pretty damn 
good coverage to begin with,” he 
said.

Fasoldt responded that it is just 
because Park Slope already has the 
infrastructure for the booths.

“It came down a fi ber route that 
already exists and, now that we have 
this, we’ll be able to break off into 
other neighborhoods,” she said.

Intersection and the city typically 
look to put local Link booths in old 
pay-phone sites, because Mayor De-
Blasio has jurisdiction over the use 
of phone booths, and replacing them 
with the wifi  doesn’t require any 
kind of public review. 

But that’s not to say the city can’t 
or won’t install Link kiosks in Red 
Hook — where there’s a decided lack 
of pay phones — just that doing so will 
require an additional 60-day public 
comment period, during which locals 
and lawmakers would have an oppor-
tunity to nitpick. 

Intersection has installed 700 sta-
tions around the city so far but still 
has 6,800 more to go — and most of 
those locations haven’t been selected 
yet — so chances are good that the 
spurned neighborhoods won’t stay 
off the grid forever, Fasholdt said.

Still, the committee members 
voted unanimously to fi re off a letter 
to the city’s tech agency demanding 
it give a little online love to the west-
ern parts of Community Board 6.

MOVING IN: Park Slope is getting these Link NYC boxes — but Gowanusites and Red Hookers 
want them, too.  CityBridge

Grid lock-out!
Locals: Forget Slopers, Hook and 
Gowanus need free internet more
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WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.
FACEBOOK.COM/3GUYSFROMBROOKLYN
TWITTER.COM/3GUYSFROMBKLYN

718-748-8340 • 6502 Ft Hamilton Pkwy
www.3GuysFromBrooklyn.com

CALL FOR IN-STORE PICKUP MON-FRI: Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

24/7

EBT

SALE STARTS WED MARCH 22ND, 7AM ENDS MON MARCH 27TH, 7PM

2.99
CHOCOLATE

HAZELNUT SPREAD

NUTELLA

D 13 oz

BROCCOLI RABE

1.59
SUGAR

1.994LB BAGK

MANGOES
DRIP-N-HONEY

5.99
BOX OF 12

CLEMENTINES
SEEDLESS

3.29
3 LB BAG

PLUM TOMATOES
HARD RIPE

79

10 1.99
NAVEL ORANGES

CALIFORNIA
SEEDLESS

2 4
LOAF CAKES

ASSORTED
D 2 3

1 LITER

MANGO AND GUAVA
MIRA NECTAR

69
ROYAL GALA

APPLES

EXTRA FANCY

CELLO CARROTS
CALIFORNIA

3 99
1 LB BAG

IDAHO POTATOES

1.39
REAL

5lb
bag

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s the luck of the Irish bar 
owner!

Farrell’s Bar owner and 
all around local legend Jim 
“Hooley” Houlihan served as 
the grand marshal of the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in Park 
Slope this year, earning the 
barkeep his fi rst Paddy’s pa-
rade day off from work in 14 
years.

“I took the day off,” said 
Houlihan,  who has worked at 
the bar for more than 50 years 

and owned it for more than 20 . 
“No way was I going to work.”

The parade of green-clad 
column of pipers, step danc-
ers, cop color guards, and 
marching bands did a loop 
of Prospect Park West, 15th 
Street, Seventh Avenue, and 
Garfi eld Place.

And ahead of them all was 
Hooley, driving along in style 
and waving to crowds of Irish-
for-a-day revelers with his 
wife Eileen by his side.

“Where I go she goes,” said 

Houlihan, before dutifully 
adding, “she’s a great lady.”

Afterwards, Hooley and his 
pals went over to Holy Name 
Church for a corned-beef din-
ner, and then called it a day, 
never even setting foot in his 
Windsor Terrace tavern.

The same cannot be said for 
hundreds of others, who lined 
up outside the Budweiser em-
porium to get their hands on 
its signature “Farrellizer” 
drink — a 32-ounce beer in a 
Styrofoam cup. 

Local legend leads parade

THE GREEN, WHITE, AND ORANGE: (Above) Jim Houlihan, owner of 
Windsor Terrace’s Farrell’s Bar and Grill, served as grand marshal of the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Park Slope. (Center) Gabriela and Isabel Amu-
rao wore their best emerald-hued attire. (Left) The parade included the 
obligatory tooting of bagpipes. Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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BY RUTH BROWN
Forget  rooftop pools  and  heated 
dog runs  — Brooklyn’s hottest 
new luxury building feature is 
a famous neighbor!

Developer Two Trees is 
paying a celebrity resident 
of its ritzy new Fort Greene 
high-rise to tweet about how 
great living there is — and is 
marketing her presence in the 
building as “an amenity” for 
other residents. 

Fashion blogger and ac-
tress Tavi Gevinson is rak-
ing in an undisclosed sum to 
write glowing posts about the 
builder’s new tower at Flat-
bush and Lafayette avenues — 
now called “300 Ashland,” but 
formerly and  better known as 
BAM South .

“Tonight I spent a long time 
admiring/trying to under-
stand this 3D CLOUD-SLASH-
MIRROR in my new lobby 
#adamfrankinc #300Ash-
landPartner,”  wrote  Gevinson 
— the former  wunderkind  be-
hind teen web-zine  Rookie  
and  now Broadway star  — on 
March 13, joining photos doc-
umenting her  move-in  to the 

building, and her  delight  at 
living next door to the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music.

The ad-tweets were  fi rst 
reported  by New York Maga-
zine. 

Now, the developer plans 
on moving in additional fa-
mous residents — and the 
stars will be hosting “spe-
cial experiences” in the prop-
erty for their less-well-known 
neighbors.

“We think it’s an exciting 
addition to our marketing ef-

forts and a terrifi c amenity for 
tenants,” the company said in 
a statement. “Stay tuned for 
more great names and con-
tent.”

Gevinson pays rent to Two 
Trees, company spokesman 
Joshua Berkman claims — 
and units in the building cur-
rently run from $2,416 a month 
for a studio to $5,479 for a two-
bedroom — but the fi rm also 
pays her for the sponsored 
posts, and it isn’t clear on 
which dollar fi gure is higher. 

He also refused to say how 
she ended up living and tweet-
ing in the building — if she 
was invited to move in, or if 
the company is just taking ad-
vantage of a famous tenant.

People who are paid to shill 
on social media are supposed 
to make it “clear and conspicu-
ous” when their posts are ads, 
 according to the Federal Trade 
Commission  — which advises 
starting a missive with “spon-
sored,” “promotion,” or “ad” — 
and consumer advocacy group 
Truth in Advertising  told the 
blog Jezebel  that “#300Ash-
landPartner” may not be suf-

fi cient warning. 
Two Trees believes they’re 

clearly ads, according to 
Berkman, although he says 
Gevinson is the one penning 
the posts. 

Celebrities are hardly the 
building’s only selling point 
— the tower will also house 
a new Brooklyn Academy of 
Music cinema, an Apple store, 
 a Whole Foods , a public li-
brary branch, and  a new home  
for Museum of Contemporary 

African Diasporan Arts.
But  competition is fi erce  

in the neighborhood, and Two 
Trees is vying to win moneyed 
tenants against several other 
new luxury high-rises nearby, 
including “the Ashland” next 
door, which has  its own fancy 
food court , and “The Hub” 
across the road, which will 
have a huge indoor pool.

Gevinson could not be 
reached — by phone, e-mail or 
tweet — for comment.

1-star accommodation!

STAR POWERED: 300 Ashland in 
Fort Greene.  Two Trees Management 

SPONSORED SNAP: Fashion blogger and actress Tavi Gevinson Insta-
grams about living near the Brooklyn Academy of Music — but it is really 
a paid ad for Two Trees’ new 300 Ashland building. Instagram

Developer paying celeb to Instagram Ft. Greene high-rise
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Come sample our superb 
cuisine, meet with our 

wedding experts &  see our 
beautifully renovated hall. 

Featuring vendors 
specializing in all your 

wedding needs!

No Cost for Event

* Call or email our office 
to make reservations. *

Please Join Us at our

2017 Bridal Showcase
Thursday, March 30th 2017

 * 7pm to 9pm *
476 76th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Bay Ridge Manor

  TheBayRidgeManor.com

Valet Parking Available. Special Rate Provided.

Give Your 
Home / Apartment 
A Whole New Look 

For Spring!

Call for a FREE consultation and estimate!

917-858-3579

References

 Sewer & Drain 
Cleaning

On Time
&

On Budget
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Scooting off
Cops busted a would-be thief for 

trying — and failing — to rob an 
Eighth Avenue bodega with a base-
ball bat on March 9, before fl eeing 
empty-handed aboard a kick scooter 
when a deli guy fended him off.

The victim told police he was 
working the register at the store be-
tween 12th and 13th streets at 8:30 
pm, when the suspect burst in wav-
ing a bat and demanding cash.

“Give me all your money, or 
I’ll kill you,” the man allegedly 
snarled.

But the suspect’s antics weren’t 
enough to cow the brave deli guy, 
who beat back the man even as he 
tried to snatch cash from the regis-
ter tray, cops said.

Eventually, the coward fl ed none 
the richer, although he did hurl a 
glass bottle at the store’s facade be-
fore retreating pitifully on his get-
away scooter, according to police.

Put-put perp
Cops have given up the hunt for 

the fi end who puttered away with 
a man’s moped that was parked on 
Fourth Avenue on March 6.

The victim chained his low-
powered bike to a pole near Pacifi c 
Street at 2 pm, and returned three 
hours later to fi nd his ride missing, 
police said.

Quiet, please
Cops cuffed a man who they 

say beat a woman inside the main 
branch of the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary on March 7.

The victim told police that she 
was using a computer inside the 
Grand Army Plaza book lender be-
tween 10 am and 2:15 pm when her 
quiet time at the library devolved 
into an argument with the suspect.

As the dispute escalated, the sus-
pect decided to win the debate with 
his fi sts, and allegedly smacked the 
poor woman in the face, cops said.

Lifting
Offi cers arrested a 17-year-old 

girl for looting a Flatbush Avenue 
chain store on March 11.

An employee told police the sus-
pect was spotted inside the retailer 
near Atlantic Avenue at 7:30 pm, 
grabbing nearly $270 worth of gro-
ceries, clothes, and electronics, be-
fore attempting to fl ee without pay-
ing for her ill-gotten goods.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Loaded 
Cops cuffed a guy for alleg-

edly having loaded guns inside his 
Cheever Place home on March 20.

Police had a search warrant 
for the 50-year-old man’s house be-
tween Degraw and Kane streets and 
went in at about 12:45 pm, when they 
say they found a loaded revolver and 
shotgun.

Bad spa treatment 
Four teens threatened a woman 

and swiped cash from her wallet in 
the back room of a Court Street spa 
on March 19, police said.

The 51-year-old victim told police 
the bandits entered the spa between 
Second and Third places at about 
3:30 pm and intimidated her, mak-
ing her fear for her life. The male-
factors then grabbed $50 out of her 
wallet, according to authorities. 

Bye bike 
A baddie swiped a kid’s bicy-

cle from its parking spot on Union 
Street sometime between March 9 
and March 13, police said.

The kid’s dad told police he had 
left the white Specialized mountain 
bike with red decals between Van 
Brunt and Columbia streets at 8 pm 
on March 9, but when he went to get 
it on March 13, it was gone.

— Julianne Cuba

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Hungry prowling 
A meat-loving marauder broke 

into a Myrtle Avenue shop on March 
14 and made himself a feast. 

The business owner told cops 
that someone entered the shop near 
Clinton Avenue at around 1:40 am 
and prepared $500 worth of assorted 
meats before fl eeing, according to 
the report.

Grab and go
Four punks helped themselves to 

a teen’s phone and headphones on 
Fulton Avenue on March 17.

The victim was leaving a sub-
way station near Washington Av-
enue at 2:40 pm when the quartet 
approached him and demanded his 
wallet, cops said. 

The teen gave the pilferers his 
money, but they returned it and 
then frisked him for something bet-
ter — ultimately getting away with 
his smartphone and headphones, 
police said.

Brawl at a bar
Two brutes bashed a woman at a 

bar on Flatbush Avenue Extension 
on March 17. 

The victim told police that she 
was at the watering hole near Dekalb 
Avenue just after midnight when 
she got in a war of words with two 
other patrons — but the spat turned 
violent when one of them lunged at 
her head with a glass bottle, while 
the punched her repeatedly in the 
shoulder. 

Police said the victim sustained 
injuries to her forehead and needed 
stitches, according to the report.

Picking and jumping
A crew of brazen bullies attacked 

a teenaged boy and tried to steal his 
phone on Myrtle Avenue on March 
10.

The teen’s mom told cops that her 
15-year-old son was leaving school 
near Clermont Avenue around 3 pm 
when he was approached by four 
men who had attacked him before, 
and asked for his phone. 

The bruisers then punched the 
boy over and over, before fl eeing 
in an unknown direction empty-
handed, according to cops. 

Musty bandit
A dirty thief broke into a Myrtle 

Avenue variety store on March 16 
and raided it for hygiene products.

The owner received an notice 
from the alarm company that some-
one broke into the store near Carl-
ton Avenue around 8 pm. 

Police arrived to the location 
the next day and found the store’s 
back entrance wall damaged, empty 
shelves with items strewn about, 
and that several bottles of deodor-
ant body spray and some batteries 
were missing.

Party pooper
Some sneak-thief stole a wallet 

from a woman at a Lafayette Ave-
nue club on March 16.

The victim told authorities that 
she went clubbing at the party place 
near S. Portland Avenue around 
12:30 am, and hung up her purse on 
a hook while she tore up the dance 
fl oor. 

The next day she noticed that her 
wallet — which contained had debit 
and credit cards and her driver’s li-
cence — had vanished from her bag, 
and she’s pretty sure it happened 
while she was cutting a rug, accord-
ing to a report.  —Alexandra Simon

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Four against one 
A brute slashed a teen walking 

home from school while three of his 
buddies held the victim still on Hoyt 
Street on March 13.

The victim told police he was 
near Bergen Street at about 9 pm 
when the goon said “Do you have 
a problem?” The victim told him 
no and then the lout tried to punch 
him, offi cials said. 

Three other jerks then joined in, 
and held the victim’s arm behind 
him so the fi rst malefactor could 
cut the right side of his face, caus-
ing a deep cut, police said. The vic-
tim was taken to Kings County to 
Hospital. 

Threatened 
A baddie stole from a guy and 

threatened him with a box cutter 
on Court Street on March 13, police 
said. 

The victim told police he was in-
side a store between Schermerhorn 
and State streets at about 1:30 pm 
when the villain showed the blade 
and said, “Be careful before I cut 
you.” The report did not say what 
the man stole.

Big break 
A burglar broke into a woman’s 

Hicks Street home and stole thou-
sands of dollars worth of her stuff 
on March 17.

The looter got into her abode be-
tween Pineapple and Clark streets 
through a door sometime between 
4:35 pm and 6 pm, and then ran-
sacked the place, stealing her Mac-
Book laptop, bank bonds, $500, 
$1,000 in jewelry, and pricey Ray 
Ban sunglasses, according to au-
thorities. 

Bad hit
Cops cuffed a 22-year-old man 

for allegedly hitting an offi cer on 
Schermerhorn Street on March 16.

Police were called to a court-
house between Boerum Place and 
Smith Street at about 2:20 pm be-
cause the suspect was in a fi ght, but 
when the arresting offi cer tried to 
apprehend him, he allegedly hit the 
offi cer in the right eye, causing it to 
bleed, according to authorities. 

Sleep score
Some cad swiped a woman’s cell-

phone after she fell asleep aboard a 
Manhattan-bound A train near Wil-
loughby and Jay streets on March 
15, police said.

The woman told police the snake 
took her Samsung Galaxy 6 phone 
out of her jacket pocket as she was 
dozing at about 9:30 am, said cops. 

— Julianne Cuba



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 24–30, 2017 9  DT

Screenings for the uninsured funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 

Paid for by The Brooklyn Hospital Center

Colon cancer is the #2 cause of cancer deaths among 
New Yorkers, but it doesn’t have to be. 

All men and women 50 years and older (45 years for African- 
Americans) should be tested for colon cancer.

Not insured? You may still be able to get screened. The Cancer 
Services Program of Brooklyn offers free colon cancer screening 
for eligible, uninsured men and women. Call 718-250-8708 for 
more information.
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nue, so I think this will be 
something that will be of 
great benefit to people who 
bike,” said Eric McClure, 
co-chairman of the Com-
munity Board 6 transpor-
tation committee. “I think 
it’s great news.”

The path proposal is an 
amendment to  the city’s 
2016 plans  to raise medi-
ans to two feet above the 
roadway and widen them 
by four feet on either side 
with added greenery and 

benches at some intersec-
tions. 

But Brooklyn has seen a 
spike in commuter cycling, 
and the city decided a bike 
lane was a better use of the 
space, said the commis-
sioner of the Department 
of Transportation. 

“The dramatic surge 
in cycling, combined with 
safety changes that have 
dramatically improved 
Fourth Avenue’s safety 
and livability, have sim-
ply transformed the way 
Brooklynites see this 
street,” said Polly Trot-
tenberg. “Before we under-

take construction that will 
transform the corridor for 
decades, we look forward 
to engaging with elected 
officials, neighborhoods, 
and community boards to 
consider changes to our 
original plans.”

In the next two weeks, 
the city will begin spelling 
out its plans at Community 
Boards 2, 6, and 7. But the 
bike lane does not require 
approval from community 
boards or City Council to 
proceed. 

Installation of the bike 
lane will likely begin this 
year.

Continued from cover

BIKE LANE

GET ROLLING: The four-mile-long protected bike lane would stretch from 
Boerum Hill to Bay Ridge. Department of Transportation

gram with the grants.
Likewise,  the popular Rooftop Films festi-

val  has no problem fi nding companies to spon-
sor its open-air screenings on buildings in the 
borough’s hippest neighborhoods, but the Feds 
foot the bill for free kids’ sessions in Coney Is-
land and East New York to the tune of $50,000–
$70,000 a year, according to an organizer.

“[Losing the grants] is not going to put us 
out of business, but it could stop us doing events 
we really want to do,” said artistic director Dan 
Nuxall. “NEA funding is really what we use 
for events that might not have a lot of corporate 

sponsorship support, might not have tickets.”
Of course, Trump’s budget is really just a 

serving suggestion for Congressional Repub-
licans,  many of whom have already come out 
against it .

And given the National Endowment for the 
Arts’ $148-million budget is really a drop in the 
ocean of overall federal spending, the creative 
types are hopeful it will ultimately prove as 
popular as Trump Steaks and Trump Airlines 
with conservatives.

“I’m going to talk to as many people in Con-
gress on both sides of the aisle — the arts is a 
bipartisan issue,” said Jacabowitz, who is on 
Capitol Hill this week lobbying pols. “Even a 
right-wing churchgoer goes to see their choir 
singing.”

FOLK YEAH: Aziz Peerzada and his 11-year old son Saboor perform Pun-
jabi tunes as part of the Brooklyn Arts Council’s Folk Arts program.

Continued from page 2 
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HeartShare Human Ser-
vices of New York has re-
sponded to our communi-
ty’s needs for more than 100 
years.

The organization provides 
family services, empowering 
people with education, hous-
ing, employment, health care, 
counseling, and personalized 
support. 

For example, HeartShare 
St. Vincent’s Services Ameri-
can Dream Program connects 
children to stable homes, and 
also supports them when they 
age out of foster care, upon 
turning 21. Thanks to this as-
sistance, many are able to at-
tend college, fulfilling their 
dreams of working in the 
fields of education, finance, 

law, medicine, and building 
other careers that require de-
grees. If not for this program, 
many would not seek higher 
education. 

Jennifer Reres, Heart-
Share’s Director of Com-
munications, cites the sta-
tistics: “According to the 
National Center for Child 
Welfare Excellence, less 
than 10 percent of foster 
youth attend college. Only 
about three or four percent 
graduate by age 25.”

But thanks to the pro-
gram’s intervention, 50 stu-
dents are now receiving tu-
ition assistance, MetroCards, 
and stipends. 

“Most importantly, they 
are also receiving support 
and guidance to help navi-

gate the complexity of col-
lege academics, financial aid, 
housing, internships, and 
prospective career paths,” 
Reres says. 

Dawn Saffayeh, execu-
tive director, notes, “While 
many of us are fortunate 
to have family support 
throughout our lifetimes, 
kids in foster care don’t 
have that. That’s why we are 
here, and will continue to be 
here for them.” 

The program attempts to 
help children break the cycle 
of poverty. With a college de-
gree or vocational training, 
they learn independence, and 
enhance their lifetime earn-
ings, says Saffayeh.  

“They avoid underemploy-
ment, homelessness, and in-

carceration.”
One student, Andrea Sum-

rall, was recently recognized 
as “Youth of the Year,” an an-
nual award that the agency 
presents to an individual in 
its care who demonstrates 
academic excellence, per-
severing spirit, and strong 
leadership. Andrea over-
came obstacles that included 
moving to several states, and 
therefore, attending various 
schools. She is now enrolled 
in college, and plans to major 
in business and international 
affairs. 

“Our alumni are a testa-
ment to how successful the 
program has been,” says Saf-
fayeh. She speaks of Eric Wil-
liams, who was encouraged 
to earn his Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees. Williams 
now runs the HeartShare St. 
Vincent’s group homes that 
raised him. 

Another, Mamadou Dione, 
graduated from NYU Tandon 
School of Engineering in 2016, 
and now works as an associ-

ate engineer at Turner Con-
struction, she says. Today, 
he remains involved in fund-
raising activities and serves 
on the Junior Board. 

“All children deserve a 
chance to succeed,” says Saf-
fayeh. It’s why they hope to 
expand the American Dream 
Program to 100 scholars by 
2020. Should New York State 
provide tuition funding for 
families earning less than 
$125,000, that goal may mate-
rialize, she says. 

Those wishing to donate 
to the American Dream Pro-
gram can do so by visiting 
www.hsvsnyc.org/donate. 
If there is an internship op-
portunity you or your com-
pany would like to offer an 
American Dream scholar, 
email lauren.pettiette@
heartshare.org.

HeartShare St. Vincent’s 
Services [66 Boerum Pl. be-
tween State Street and Atlantic 
Avenue, (718) 522–3700, www.
hsvsnyc.org.]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–5 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

HeartShare St. Vincent’s making kids’ futures bright

THE AMERICAN DREAM PROGRAM: 
Helping Youth in Foster Care Break Through to Success
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FLATBUSH

Three cheers and a welcome to  
Santander Bank. The lending insti-
tution celebrated the grand opening of 
its newest branch, and to mark the oc-
casion, donated a $10,000 gift to Brook-

lyn A, an organization that advances 
social and economic justice through 
neighborhood-based legal representa-

tion and advocacy. It assists individu-
als, families, businesses, and organi-
zations and will use Santander’s grant 
to support its Community and Eco-
nomic Development program.

“With this new branch, we are 
pleased to now have a presence in the 
East Flatbush neighborhoods and in-
troduce the Santander brand and our 
competitive products and services to 
the residents and business owners of 
this vibrant community,” said Elsie 

Leon-Cruz, region president for San-
tander’s Metro New York–Northern 
New Jersey region. “Brooklyn is an 
important market to us and support-
ing leading non-profi t organizations 
that contribute so much to this di-
verse community is a priority for San-
tander.”

Present at the opening and presen-
tation along with Cruz were Eliza-

beth Campbell, operations specialist; 
Heather Kesner, managing director 
of the retail network; Jessica Rose 
Esq., director of the Community and 
Economic Development program at 
Brooklyn A; Shakira Ferrell Esq., 
director of development and com-
munications at Brooklyn A., Malisa 

Williams, personal banker; Tamika 

Bennett, teller; Marya Riche, dis-
trict executive; and Kevin Hawkins, 
branch manager.

Standing O says, “Thank you and 
welcome.”

Santander Bank [893 Flatbush Ave. 
at Church Avenue in Flatbush, (718) 
637–2082].

FORT GREENE

The new veep
Bravo to Bill Kramer, the new vice 

president of development at Brook-

lyn Academy of Music. In his new 

position, he will direct fund-raising 
and planning for BAM’s annual cam-
paigns, special events, capital proj-
ects, and endowment. 

“I’m thrilled to welcome Bill 
Kramer to BAM,” said Katy Clark, 
president at BAM. “The variety of his 
fund-raising and organizational expe-
rience — in performing arts, visual 
art, fi lm, and educational institutions 
— is ideally suited to the breadth of 
programs and growing initiatives at 
BAM. It’s an exciting time for us, and 
for Brooklyn at large, and we are very 
pleased to have Bill on board.”

Bill added his two cents and said, “I 
am excited to be returning to New York 
City as the vice president of develop-
ment for BAM. As a former resident of 
Fort Greene, I have long admired BAM 
for its innovative multi-disciplinary 

programming and educational initia-
tives. I am honored to join BAM at this 
moment, under the new leadership of 
Katy Clark and Adam Max, and I look 
forward to helping them advance the 
work of such an important and es-
teemed cultural institution.”

Standing O is now adding its two 
cents and says, “Welcome, Bill, and 
good luck in your tenure at BAM.”

Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100].

BOROUGH PARK

It’s outstanding!
Kudos to Maimonides Cancer 

Center for earning the Outstanding 
Achievement Award from the Commis-
sion on Cancer of the American Col-

lege of Surgeons. The healing center is 
the borough’s only full-service cancer 
center and is one of a select group of 22 
accredited cancer programs across the 
nation to receive this honor, and one of 
only two in New York State for the year 
2016.

“The offi cial ‘stamp-of-approval’ 
with seven commendations from an 
independent agency of such stature is 
clear indication that we are fulfi lling 
our mission for the residents of Brook-
lyn and beyond,” said Kenneth D. 

Gibbs, president and chief executive 
offi cer of Maimonides.

“We consistently bring our patients 
the latest advances in cancer care,” 
said Dr. Patrick Borgen, chairman 
of surgery and head of the breast can-
cer program at Maimonides. “And our 
team is among the most innovative 
and experienced in the nation.”

“It’s that word ‘team’ that really 
makes the difference in the quality of 
care we provide,” said Dr. Jay Coo-

per, chairman of Radiation Oncology. 
“We collaborate across all specialties 
to bring the very best treatment plans 
to our patients.”

Maimonides Cancer Center [4802 
10th Ave. at 48th Street in Borough 
Park, (718) 765–2500; www.maimo-
nidesmed.org/cancer-center].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BROWNSVILLE

Partnership for Parks honored 
its most dedicated volunteers at the 
annual It’s My Park Awards re-
ception hosted at the Prince George 
Ballroom in Manhattan on March 
8.

Seven groups were recognized 
at the ceremony, including The 

Friends of Brownsville Parks. 
More than 250 community volun-
teers attended the event, as did City 
Parks Foundation Executive Di-
rector Heather Lubov, city Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell J. Sil-

ver, Manhattan Borough President 
Gale Brewer, and Brooklyn Parks 
Borough Commissioner Marty 

Maher. 

The soiree recognized volunteers 
who have demonstrated exceptional 
leadership and commitment to their 
local parks through service, advo-
cacy, and collaboration. 

The ceremony included remarks 
from Sabina Saragoussi, director 
of Partnerships for Parks; Heather 

Lubov, executive director of City 
Parks Foundation; and Commis-
sioner Mitchell J. Silver.

This year’s Golden Trowel award 
for Brooklyn went to the Friends of 
Brownsville Parks, led by Duane 

Kinnon and Layman Lee. 
Standing O says, “Thank you to 

the volunteers for keeping the bor-
ough’s parks beautiful.” 

Welcome & thanks for the grant

Volunteers a partnership for success

FORT GREENE

Bienvenue!
Standing O says welcome to 

Gold Coast Bank. The Long Is-
land institution is coming to the 
west end of the island, where it 
will provide businesses and res-
idents with quality lending and 
banking services.

“It’s the perfect time to make 
this move. This is an excellent 
time for us to take root in this 
market to garner new business 
relationships and better service 
our existing customer base,” said 
John C. Tsunis, Esq., chairman 
and chief executive offi cer at Gold 
Cost Bank.   

Helming the new branch, 
when it opens  later this month, 
is branch manager Lavasia Pe-

terson and assistant manager 
H. Cesar Merilus, a graduate of 
Brooklyn College.

The branch is located in the 
ultra-chic, full-service residen-
tial building The Giovanni.

Gold Coast Bank (176 Myrtle 
Ave. in Fort Greene).

THANKED FOR THEIR SERVICE: From left, Partnership for Parks’ Sabina Saragoussi, 
Brooklyn Parks Commissioner Marty Maher, city Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver, 
Duane Kinnon, Claudette Ramos, Layman Lee, and City Parks Foundation’s Heather 
Lubov at Partnership for Parks’ It’s My Park Awards reception.  Daniel Avila
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In a couple of weeks, the city 

will activate new free Link NYC 

internet kiosks that have been 

installed along major thor-

oughfares in Park Slope — with 

more soon to follow in Prospect 

Heights. 

But the plan isn’t sitting well 

with locals in nearby Gowanus 

and Red Hook, who contend 

they’re less able to afford pricey 

cyber service, but need it just as 

much. (“Locals: Forget rich Park 

Slope, Red Hook and Gowanus 

need city’s free internet more” by 

Colin Mixson, online March 20). 

Commenters broadcast their 

own thoughts on the web:

In Park Slope the kiosks re-
quire no community review. In 
Gowanus/Red Hook it does require 
community review. 

Anything the community has to 
review involves the small in num-
bers but very vocal group of people 
who whine about any semblance 
of change in their neighborhood. 
That is why Park Slope has these 
and Gowanus and Red Hook do not. 
It’s not worth the headache. 
 Mike from Brooklyn

I can definitely understand 
Red Hook needing this vital ser-
vice. Gowanus … well, any walk 
through Gowanus will immedi-
ately show how the neighborhood 
has changed in just a few years 
from working class to wealthy. No 
working class people can surely af-
ford all the new high rises and con-
dos that have been built in the last 
few years. Other neighborhoods 
that could surely use this free ser-
vice more than Park Slope and 
Prospect Heights are my neighbor-
hood, Kensington, which is still 
primarily working class, and keep 
working south from here. These 
areas would benefit the most from 
much-needed free internet access. 
 Mike L from Kensington

Ironically, the recently-installed 
kiosk just south of the intersection 
of Cadman Plaza West and Clinton 
Street is now behind the fencing 

around the soon-to-be-demolished 
library there. So it won’t be acces-
sible for several years. Way to go, 
NYC Planning Dept! 
 Andrew Porter 

 from Brooklyn Heights

To group all people who live in 
Park Slope as wealthy and without 
need for this service is absurd. Ev-
eryone should remember rent sta-
bilization laws and the fact many 
people in the Park Slope area are 
low-income and will benefit from 
free wifi service. Park Slope hat-
ers, beware of your failure to com-
prehend the truth because of your 
hating. Having stated the above, 
the people of Red Hook need this 
free wifi service too! 
 Charles from Bklyn

Community Board 2 transpor-
tation committee was briefed on 
these kiosks. The internet function 
on the kiosk was disabled, but you 
can still connect to the internet 
on wifi on your personal device. 
Where they are replacing an al-
ready existing telephone booth on 
city-owned or controlled space, no 
additional approval is required but 
new installations at new sites will 
be. Sid from Boerum Hill

For the most part, I just use 
these kiosks to charge up my phone 
while the free internet access is 
secondary to this, plus you don’t 
need an adaptor plug for the charg-
ing chord when charging and/or 
using the network. Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

Follow the money. The kiosks 
make their money (50–50 split with 
NYC) from advertising revenue. 
Neither NYC or Link NYC have 
any incentive to waste good ad-
vertising potential in low income 
neighborhoods. I would wager that 
the install rollout locations will be 
commensurate high income neigh-
borhoods. Soured from Red Hook

President Trump wants to 

eliminate federal arts fund-

ing — a move Brooklyn artists 

fear will drain millions of dol-

lars each year from creative or-

ganizations across the borough 

and deal a devastating blow to 

programs that serve the poorest 

neighborhoods and making mu-

sic, theater and dance luxuries 

affordable only to the elite (“How 

Trump’s arts-funding cuts will 

affect Brooklyn” by Ruth Brown, 

online March 21). 

Readers got creative with 

their additions to the debate:

Why is the government support-
ing artists? Why can’t they work 
for a living like everyone else? 
They think they’re better than the 
rest of humanity, so special that we 
working stiffs have to pay for them 
to sit around and think up putting 
a crucifix in a vat of urine. I don’t 
remember hearing about govern-
ment subsidies for janitors, grave 
diggers, electricians, plumbers. 
Why would that be? These “work-
ing class” types are deplorables. 
They should drop dead. 
 Jarmaine from Bed Stuy

This is such a shame. Trump 
doesn’t care about Brooklyn, he 
only cares about tax cuts for his su-
per rich friends. 
 NN from Boerum Hill

This administration exists, as 
does Congress, and a conservative 
Supreme Court, partly because of 
the waste of taxpayer dollars on 
nonsense like stealing $170K to 
broadcast crap that no other chan-
nel would touch. $70K for transla-
tions that are available online for 
free. $75K for “al fresco” screen-
ings?!? Lol. $100K for artisan mar-
kets, that obviously can’t survive 
in the open market. These are 
small victories, but steps in the 
right direction. If these items were 
so popular, Democrats would not 
be in the political wilderness, and 
have no input on any subject. 
 Henry Ford from Bay Ridge

Look on the bright side, NYC. 
You may lose some arts funding, 
but that coal miner in WV is gonna 
lose his health care and a lot of 
other essential programs. You will 
survive, he cannot. We did this 
same thing with the government 
shutdown, and as it turns out, the 
principal beneficiaries of all this 
free Fed money are the poor South-
ern whites that voted Trump into 
office. Hey, elections have conse-
quences. Let’s see who are the real 
leeches and free riders on the sys-
tem.  K from Arkady

Art is everywhere. If you take 
away art, where would we be? No-
where? Man’s individuality, diver-
sity, humanity and creativity, just 
‘disappears’, because the rise to re-
sistance have left left-brainers only 
shallow breathing. How boring it 
will be if these right-brainers suc-
ceed. Hummm. But wait. I’m get-
ting my second wind. Artists will 
find life even in dead matter. All 
art matters! Valeria Sowell 

 from East New York

Sure, art matters. That’s not the 
issue. The issue is government sub-
sidies for art, not to mention the 
garbage and banality that classi-
fies as art, like painting a Stop sign 
on a wall.  
 Kareem from Fort Greene

If it were not for the young strug-
gling artists there would be nobody 
to deliver your pot.

 Pablo from Sunset Park

A streetcar desired
To the editor,

New Yorkers pride ourselves on 
our transport system. But as a New 
Yorker, I’m extremely concerned 
that we are not planning wisely for 
our future. 

I live and work in Clinton Hill 
and I am frustrated by the lack of 
reliable transportation that con-
nects Brooklyn to Queens — par-
ticularly along the burgeoning wa-
terfront. 

I often travel from my home in 
Clinton Hill north to Williams-
burg, Long Island City and Asto-
ria and south to Dumbo and Red 
Hook. I primarily rely on Citibike 
because the bus system and the 
G train either aren’t reliable or 
don’t serve the areas I need to get 
to. 

To prepare for future growth, 
Brooklyn and Queens must be con-
nected in a way that does not neces-
sitate  travel into Manhattan. That 
is why I fully support the Brooklyn 
Queens Connector project. This 
streetcar would reliably move rid-
ers like me along the north-south 
corridor. With dedicated right-of-
way, the streetcar won’t get bogged 
down in the traffic and congestion 
that slows bus service. Further, it 
will serve areas not linked by the 
north-south G subway line. 
 Alia McKee from Clinton Hill

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Neighborhoods at odds over free wifi 
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Some people do not have the ability 
to begin saving for retirement early on. 
Others may have brushed retirement 
savings aside for so long that they are 
now worried that it’s too late to begin 
socking away money for retirement.

While it’s best to start saving for re-
tirement as early as possible, the good 
news is that it’s never too late to start 
planning for retirement. If your 40th 
birthday has long passed and you’re fi -
nally thinking ahead to retirement, con-
sider these catch-up strategies.

ment savings plans. A fi nancial planner 
can point you in the right direction, or 
consult with your employer about em-
ployee programs. Deposit money into a 
401(k) or 403(b) plan or another retire-
ment vehicle. Jump on any opportunities 
when your employer matches invested 

there are any government incentives. De-
pending on your age, you may be able to 
deposit more money into such accounts 
than other investors.

to save more money for retirement. Fig-

ure out where you can save some money 
you can then allocate to retirement sav-
ings. Maybe you can reduce insurance 
coverage on an older car or raise your 
deductible? Downsize cable packages or 
skip that costly cup of coffee on the way 
to work. Perhaps it’s time to look for a 

pact car instead of an SUV. Any money 
saved now will benefi t you when the time 
comes time to bid farewell to the work-
force.

ple who retire fi nd themselves bored and 
looking for ways to fi ll their time, and as 
a result more and more people are delay-
ing their retirement, which also gives 
them more time to save for that day when 
they do call it quits. If you want to work 
less, discuss and negotiate a phased re-
tirement with your bosses that allows 
you to stick with your employer but grad-
ually work fewer hours until you retire 
completely. You may be able to work part-
time for several years and retire when 
you’re most comfortable.

Even if you are 50 you still have a few 
decades before retirement, which leaves 
lots of time to grow your retirement sav-
ings. But you may want to consider more 
aggressive funds that can help you catch 
up more quickly than less aggressive in-
vestments. Just know that aggressive 
funds may also leave you susceptible to 
substantial losses.

Visit your nearest Ponce De Leon 
Federal Bank and speak to a specialist 
for more information.

ADVERTORIAL

Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
savings

Brooklyn
���������	
������

169 Smith Street
2047 86th Street
1900 Ralph Avenue

�

DISCOVER THE
PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

THE CONVERTIBLE IRA CD

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) shown are effective as of 02/01/2017. Minimum opening deposit is $500.00 to qualify for the promotional offer. These promotional IRA Certificates of Deposit allow a one-time 
conversion to any other IRA CD type without penalty during the term. Promotion will expire on 4/18/2017. Rates and provisions subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Early withdrawal fees 
may apply. For more information, visit your nearest branch.

Higher rates now and  
an option to catch rising rates!

1.60% APY*

30 Month IRA CD

1.79% APY*

42 Month IRA CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

ongratulations, you’re 
going to have a baby! 
Would you like to know 

if, 50 years or so down the line, 
he or she might develop colon 
cancer? And by the way, the 
baby may also have a slightly 
increased risk of Alzheimer’s. 
Would you like to know about 
that, too? 

Aieee! These are not the 
questions any of us have ever 
had to answer — till now. 
Thanks to an ever-expand-
ing arsenal of genetic testing, 
sometimes at birth, sometimes 
in utero, and sometimes even 
before the baby is conceived 
(that is, by testing the potential 
parents for genetic abnormali-
ties), new dilemmas are headed 
to a pregnancy near you.

The tests being developed to-
day are “revolutionizing what 
we can know about babies, and 
how we perceive and treat and 
prevent disease,” says Bonnie 
Rochman, the former health 
reporter at Time magazine and 
author of the new book, “The 
Gene Machine: How Genetic 
Technologies Are Changing 
the Way We Have Kids — and 
the Kids We Have.” 

Back in 1971, when Bonnie 
was an embryo, all her mom 
knew was that a baby was go-

ing to appear in about nine 
months. No one could test the 
gender, much less any genetic 
anomalies.

But today, I have two sons 
who were tested back when 
they were eight-cell embryos 
for a genetic mutation they 
had a 50 percent chance of in-
heriting: Marfan syndrome. It 
is a disease my husband has, 
which can cause things like 
blindness and heart trouble. 
Thanks to Yale geneticist Dr. 
Petros Tsipouras, who located 
the gene and then figured out 

how to test for it even while our 
kids were still in test tubes, we 
“engineered” the Marfan syn-
drome out of them.

This was not an easy or 
cheap process, but we are very 
grateful for the results — our 
Marfan-free sons.

But today, 20 years later, test-
ing is even more widely avail-
able, for far more issues, and it 
is this expanding universe that 
Rochman dives into.

“How much information 
do we want to know?” asks 
Rochman. 

That’s the heart of the mat-
ter. We already routinely test 
babies for certain diseases, 
“some of which may quickly 
prove fatal if not detected,” 
she says. Early detection leads 
to early intervention and 
“there’s little question that 
newborn screening has saved 
countless lives.”

But now, if a new test shows 
that a baby has a slightly el-
evated chance of developing, 
say, schizophrenia, is that 
something parents would want 
to be aware of? Or would it sim-
ply make them worried? One 
mom Rochman interviewed 
in her book had a prenatal test 
where the doctor announced 
he’d found something abnor-

mal, but added, “We don’t know 
what it’s going to mean.”

So the woman had new in-
formation — something was 
“off” — but no clue how se-
riously it would affect her 
child’s life.

“This is going to hap-
pen more and more,” says 
Rochman, as science develops 
tests “so sensitive they can un-
cover information no one fully 
understands.”

That is precisely the issue 
Dr. Tsipouras, our geneticist, 
is working on now, as the head 
of a new company called Plum-
care. The company will be se-
quencing newborns’ genomes, 
but he realizes a full-blown re-
port is not something every-
one is ready for. 

“My mother would say, 
‘Don’t interfere with God’s 
plan.’ My wife would say, 
‘What can I do with this infor-
mation?’ ” says the doctor. 

But younger people, he be-
lieves, are more comfortable 
handling and assessing infor-
mation. And frankly, they’re 
the ones reproducing.

So his company is develop-
ing a rubric of when and what 
information to share. The ques-
tions that must be answered 
before passing on any info are:

Is this information rel-
evant to you, specifically? 
For instance, if a baby has 
a genetic variation, but it 
is one shared by his com-
pletely healthy dad, uncle, 
and grandpa, it probably won’t 
have any ill effects. 

What are the odds? If 
seven out of 10 people with this 
genetic variation get seriously 
ill by age 5, that’s quite dif-
ferent from nine out of 10 liv-
ing to a ripe old age. The odds 
must be taken into account.

When and how will this 
change affect the child? Is 
it in 10 years — or 70? Will it 
pack a wallop or is it often 
mild? 

The idea is not to freak par-
ents out. It is to alert them to 
problems before they occur, 
rather than reacting to them 
once they appear. Medically, it 
means we’re moving from cur-
ing diseases to prevention via 
prediction. 

“When we talk about the 
info tech revolution, this is the 
next stage,” says Rochman: 
Using deep data to understand 
and change our DNA destiny. 
“And,” she adds, “we’re only at 
the beginning.”

Lenore Skenazy is book and 
blog Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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There is a lot of talk about 
helping to build jobs at a lo-
cal level, but one entrepre-
neur decided to do something 
about it.

Madara Melne founded 
Catch Smart, a networking 
platform that allows small 
businesses and manufactur-
ers to have the same market-
ing powers as larger compa-
nies.  

“With the right informa-
tion and IT support, we can 
level the playing field a bit, 
and give small business own-
ers a bigger voice in the mar-
ket,” she says.

This is what Catch-
Smart aims to do. It allows 
independent makers and re-
tailers to connect so that they 
can develop business rela-
tionships, and promote their 
goods to customers who want 
to shop local. This new plat-
form launched on March 1, 
and Brooklyn was chosen as 
the market in which to start 
because of its thriving entre-
preneurial scene, says Melne. 

She understands the drive 
to succeed because she has 
this same spirit to excel, as do 
other members of her family. 
As a result, Melne has wit-
nessed firsthand the hurdles 
that small business owners 
face in an effort to succeed in 
a world dominated by large 
global companies. Catch-
Smart allows small business 
to become much more com-
petitive, she says. 

“It was built to give a leg 

up to small businesses that of-
ten lack infrastructure, man-
power, and resources to ex-
pand their business.”  

The site works as an online 
cooperative, with the goal of 
bringing similar competitive 
advantages to independent 
businesses that are available 
to global companies. It offers 
an easy-to-use platform so 
that smaller business owners 
can discover each other, grow 
faster, and better control the 

production process. As a re-
sult, waste and overproduc-
tion are avoided. 

“CatchSmart believes that 
by offering a robust network 
and tools to small business 
owners, each person has a bet-
ter chance of achieving their 
dreams while also driving the 
local economy,” she says. 

These business tools al-
low them to run their com-
panies smarter and more ef-
ficiently.  

Tools include a social im-
pact score and access to local 
market data and trends, which 
will lead to more informed de-
cisions, she says. 

“Members also have access 
to the CatchSmart quality 
QR Code system, which helps 
lower costs, and minimizes 
difficulties that come with 
pricing, inventory, and shelf 
placement.”

By linking local retail-
ers and makers on one user-
friendly site, CatchSmart aims 
to empower the local economy 
and minimize waste that 
comes from overproduction. 

Encouraging people to shop 
locally makes a social impact 
by boosting the local economy 
and helping the community. 
The site has created an inter-
active game that demonstrates 
how to make this impact. 

“CatchSmart imagines a 
world where small businesses 
can compete with big busi-
nesses,” Melne says.

CatchSmart (https://
catchsmart.com/makers-and-
retailers).

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

CatchSmart helps small businesses compete and grow

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. ^Will match 
maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/24/2017. Offers expire 

48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$6,300
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,888
52k miles, Stk#25124

'15 NISSAN VERSA

11k miles, Stk#22078

$7,888 BUY 
FOR:

$14,888
'15 NISSAN ROGUE S

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$16,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$14,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$14,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000

46k miles, Stk#26411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,888

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

$14,500
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,250

29k miles, Stk#29481

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

6k miles, Stk#24998

BUY 
FOR:

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$11,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 31k mi.

$8,000

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$12,488
‘16 NISSAN ALTIMA

16k miles, Stk#31811

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ̂ Will match 
maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/24/2017. Offers 

expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

689 miles, Stk#29008
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,888
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

1 mile, Stk#31343
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

25k miles, Stk#18692
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$16,800
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$13,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,900
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

24k miles, Stk#24152

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^
H E FFF A V
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$9,488
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$26,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 ACURA MDX

Stk#31247, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$18,888
‘16 CHRYSLER 300 C

27k miles, Stk#29460

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
17k miles, Stk#24117

$10,750

‘15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

Stk#29477, 40k mi.

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#29757, 37k mi.

$13,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001

$10,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,250BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

35k miles, Stk#29908
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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By Alexandra Simon

Hail to the queens!
A Bedford-Stuyvesant musi-

cian will launch an album that 
pays tribute to powerful women through-
out history at Bric Arts Media on March 
30. Singer and guitarist Becca Stevens 
says that she followed an artistic and spiri-
tual inspiration while creating her songs 
devoted to queens and goddesses. 

“I’ve always been really fascinated by 
queens throughout history and always been 
drawn to Queen Elizabeth I, her legacy, the 
Elizabethan era, and a lot of things in that 
period,” said Stevens. “The queen theme 
took flight and it became way more of a 
spiritual journey than I expected it to be.  

It was almost like crafting an alter-ego and 
finding this divine strength and regal iden-
tities, and that gave me a vehicle to inspire 
other people to feel same way.”

The album “Regina” — which is Latin 
for “queen” — draws on diverse musi-
cal roots, including pop, classical, jazz, 
hip-hop, and Irish and Appalachian folk 
music. Her many influences make Stevens 
reluctant to label her style of music.

“I struggle with an answer after all 
these years, and it’s less clear to me than 
five years ago,” she said. “Everyday there 
are changes, and things are always mov-
ing, so an answer I had to something yes-
terday and year from now will be slightly 
different.”

The album features several guest art-
ists, including jazz and soul singer Laura 
Mvula, who will join Stevens at the launch 
performance. Stevens is a huge fan of the 
British performer.

“I love her music —  she’s strong and 
regal and her on-stage persona is striking,” 
she said. 

At the release party, Stevens will also be 
accompanied by her usual three-member 
band, and by the Attacca String Quartet — 
another amazing act, she says.

“They’re my favorite band in the world, 
and they did all of my string arrangements, 
so it’s going to be really nice to hear that 
element live,” said Stevens.

She hopes listeners will respond to her 

celebration of female power, which is often 
overlooked, she said. 

“I want them go and be inspired by 
femininity — there’s a feminine strength 
in men and women but it’s treated differ-
ently from masculine strength, which is 
revered and prioritized,” said Stevens. “I 
want to tip the scales a bit energetically 
and show other types of strength, compas-
sion, and this motherly all-encompassing 
strength and divinity that I think the world 
needs right now.”

Becca Stevens at Bric Arts Media [647 
Fulton Ave. at Rockland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 855–7882, www.bricartsme-
dia.org]. March 30 at 8 pm. $18 ($15 in 
advance).

Singer records tribute to regal females

Royal revue
Stevens’ universe: Singer Becca Stevens 
drew a combination of pop, jazz, and hip-
hop to record her latest album, launching 
at Bric on March 30. Shervin Lainez
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By Caroline Spivack

It’s a whole old ball game!
Sluggers with the history-minded Atlantics Baseball 

Club of Brooklyn will knock ‘em out of the park — 
Prospect Park, that is — for the green’s “150th Opening 
Weekend Celebration” on April 1. The old-timey baseball 
club will usher in the spring season with a pair of games 
played by 1860s rules — and shed light on the roots of 
America’s pastime, said one of the club’s captains.

“We’re living history and we want to make sure that 
we’re playing the game 100 percent accurate to teach 
people,” said Dean Emma, who teaches physical education 
at a Mapleton high school. “Before, during, and after the 
games we’ll teach people about the rules and share interest-
ing stories that’ll keep the crowd on their toes.”

The first game will be played with rules from 1864. 
The most striking difference from the modern game is the 
absence of gloves, said Emma, but pitchers will also hurl the 
ball underhand — overhand throwing didn’t arrive until the 
1880s — and the pitcher’s mound is only 45 feet from the 
striker instead of today’s 60 feet.

All those tweaks are a real curve ball for those used to 
the modern game, said Emma.

“Since the mound is closer, if someone really rockets a 
pitch, the ball can get up on you pretty quick,” he said. “It’s 
a lot of little things that’ll surprise people.”

The rubber ball is slightly larger than today’s baseball, 
and the bats are a hodgepodge of lengths, according to the 
batter’s preference. Home plate is a flat disk, and the batter 
must stand somewhere along a six-foot line drawn on the 
ground. And unlike modern b-ball, the pitcher wastes no 
time lobbing the ball back over the plate, so the game is 
far more action-packed than its contemporary incarnation, 
said Emma.

“Our games go faster than regular baseball,” said Emma. 
“There’s a lot less time in between pitches. The pitchers will 
just catch the ball and fire it back in there. Nowadays they 
take forever — with us it’s action-packed, and the crowd 
really loves it.”

The historical re-creation baseball club formed in 1997, 
and is named for the historic Atlantics team from 1855. The 

Atlantics team changed its name several times over the 
years, and from 1932 to 1956 it was known as the Brooklyn 
Dodgers — before betraying its home city and becoming 
the Los Angeles Dodgers.

The second game of the day will be played by 1867 rules, 
in honor of Prospect Park’s opening that same year. Those 
rules are mostly the same as the 1864 version, said Emma. 

The matches will be preceded by a 10 am parade of seven 
teams from Prospect Park’s youth baseball league, marching 
from Seventh Avenue and Second Street to the Long Meadow 
Ballfields, where the historic games will take place. 

Brooklyn Atlantics Exhibition Game at Prospect Park, 
Long Meadow Ballfields (enter at Prospect Park West and 
Prospect Park Southwest, www.prospectpark.org). April 1 
at 11 am. Free.

By Caroline Spivack

This ice rink is red hot!
Prospect Park’s skating cen-

ter will get a glamorous make-
over into a decadent Parisian nightclub 
for a Moulin Rouge–themed ice disco 
on March 31. The Dreamland Roller 
Disco will put a saucy spin on its week-
ly summer shindigs during the Park’s 
“150th Opening Weekend Celebration,” 
and the risqué revue will be as boda-
cious as its bodice-flaunting French 
counterpart, said its host.

“There’s a lot more entertainment 
going on than skating in a circle,” 
said Coney Island skate queen Lola 
Star. “Everyone will come in Moulin 
Rouge–inspired burlesque — leather, 
fishnets, feathers, glitter. There will 
be a costume contest, skate-off — it’s 
going to be a whole new world.”

Professional skaters will hike up 
their can-can skirts and lutz across 
the rink, while corset-clad hula hoop-
ers spin in the rink’s inner circle. The 

extravagant event will also feature cos-
tume and skating contests, and a red 
carpet where revelers can strut their 
stuff pre-skate.

And the 1890s aesthetic works well 
for partiers worried about exposing too 
much skin during the nippy weather, 
said Star.

“I put a lot of thought into how warm 
people will be, and Moulin Rouge is 
something you can layer — you can 
throw on a cute coat and feather boa to 
keep you warm,” she said.

The theme also fits the historical 
festivities of the park’s birthday bash, 
said Star — although the soundtrack 
will reach back to more recent decades.

“It just seemed appropriate for the 
anniversary because we’re celebrating 
all these different elements of dance 
music throughout the ’70s, ’80s, and 
’90s,” said Star.

The roller skating Star may be less 
than stellar on the ice, but feels that a 
few falls are worth bringing her party 

to the colder months. 
“The honest truth is that I’m not a 

great ice skater, but I’ve created these 
magical discos and it’s hard not to have 
that magic in the winter,” said Star. “I 
hope it’s a huge hit and then we’ll turn 
this into a full-fledged ice disco next 
winter.”

“Lola Star’s Ice Disco” at the 
LeFrak Center at Lakeside [171 East 
Dr. in Prospect Park, (718) 462–0040, 
www.lakesidebrooklyn.com/dream-
land]. March 31, 7–10 pm. $20.

She’s going rouge!

A THROWBACK!

Birds of a feather: A feather boa (and pos-
sibly a coat) will keep skaters warm at the 
Moulin Rouge ice dance party in Prospect 
Park on March 31. Sunny Norton

See antique baseball at Prospect’s anniversary 

By Ruth Brown

Didn’t we cook this 
yesterday? Don’t 
mess with me, pork 

chop!  
The Greenpoint restau-

rant famously owned by 
Bill Murray’s son is cook-
ing multi-course Sunday 
dinners made entirely from 
the kitchen’s leftovers for 
the bargain price of $21 — 
and you could end up eating 
it next to the “Groundhog 
Day” star himself.

“He comes in for dinner 
twice a month, and he’s 
here during the day,” said 
kitchen whiz Sean Telo, 
who cooks at 21 Greenpoint 
with Murray’s son Homer.

The Sunday special of 
scraps is not as gross as it 
sounds — or actually gross 
at all. Telo and his team 
are not raiding the compost 
bin, just using every last 
thing in their pantry and 
fridge. 

Still, it can result in 
some very creative cook-
ing, he says. 

“Sometimes we’ll do 
oyster pizza, or take bones 
from a fish and make a 
great soup out of it,” he 
said.

But mostly, what goes 
out to the tables isn’t all that 
different from the restau-
rant’s standard fare.

The Sunday menu typi-
cally includes five to seven 
courses, including salad, 
soup, flatbread or pizza, 
a pasta, and a protein — 
often fish, since that is the 
restaurant’s specialty. 

Telo and his crew devise 
the dishes just before ser-

vice on Sundays, and still 
manage to create varia-
tions for different dietary 
requirements, he said. 

The whole idea started 
out as a way to make brunch 
less boring and cumber-
some, he says — the dishes 
are served family-style, 
as soon as they are ready, 
which cuts down on plates 
and serving time — but the 
concept was such a hit, they 
moved it to prime time.

“At first people didn’t 
know what was going 
on and the server had to 
explain, but now people 
come especially for it,” he 
said.

But the idea still clearly 
baffles some people.

“They don’t even try to 
hide the fact that the food 
is simply leftovers from the 
week,” wrote one irate Yelp 
reviewer.

Some customers also 
come hoping to catch a 
glimpse of Bill Murray, 
 whose guest appear-
ance behind the bar at 
21 Greenpoint’s opening  
last year earned the eat-
ery international press and 
lines down the street. 

But the fan frenzy of 
opening night seems to 
have died down.

“When he’s here it’s 
very chill, no one freaks 
out,” said Telo. “He’s a nor-
mal dude.”

Eat at 21 Greenpoint 
[21 Greenpoint Ave. 
between West Street 
and Transmitter Park in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–8833, 
www.21greenpoint.com]. 
Sundays 5–9 pm. $21.

The whole 
‘Groundhog’
Bill Murray’s son serves 
a 5-course meal of scraps

Play ball!: Members of the Atlantics Baseball Club will play two 
games using 1860s rules to celebrate Prospect Park’s 150th anni-
versary. Stephanie Oxenford

Scrappy dappy do: 21 Greenpoint owner Homer “son of Bill” 
Murray and chef Sean Telo turn leftovers like fish bones into a $21 
Sunday dinner. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Word’s pick: “The Vine That Ate the 
South” by J.D. Wilkes

A modern epic full of charm 
and intrigue, “The Vine That 
Ate the South” is a wild romp 
that showcases the imagina-
tive and linguistic quirks of 
the deep South. Set in a 
version of Kentucky that 
blurs reality with folk tales 
and rural lore, the novel’s 
unlikely hero, accompa-
nied by the indomitable 
and unforgettable Carver 
Canute,  searches for an 
infamous house swallowed 
whole by kudzu — with its occupants still 
inside. The two encounter a haunted forest filled with the 
stuff of nightmares, forcing them to confront their fears 
and their own pasts.

— Alison Gore, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Man in the Holocene” by Max Frisch

Max Frisch’s masterpiece 
is a marvel of quiet descrip-
tion and fierce erudition. The 
elderly Geiser sits alone in his 
home at the end of his life, 
contemplating the rain and 
man’s place in the natural 
world. To keep himself from 
forgetting the stray odd 
fact, he covers his walls in 
cut-outs from encyclope-
dia, with information on 
the weather, the speed of 
light, and mass extinctions 
— until a mysterious compulsion leads 
him out the door and into the wider world. Frisch has a 
knack for escalating the quotidian into the apocalyptic. 
Spoiler alert: none of this ends well.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Bertolt” by Jacques Goldstynn

Would you prefer your 
Calvin and Hobbes with a 
side of melancholy? With 
delicate and gracious illustra-
tions, this picture book about 
a young boy and his best 
friend, a tree named Bertolt, 
is a gauzy meditation on 
childhood, individuality, 
grief, and loneliness — as 
well as on the worlds and 
friends we construct for 
ourselves, which can be 
their own kind of loneliness.

— Stephanie Bartolome, Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlight-
bookstore.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Julianne Cuba

It’s Brooklyn’s number two com-
edy show!

A group of comedians will 
make a splash this week by sharing 
their stories about not making it to the 
toilet on time. The host of “Uh-Oh! 
Stories From People Who Pooped 
Their Pants,” at the Legion Bar in 
Williamsburg on March 30, said that 
he and five other jokesters will be let-
ting it all out in their intimate stories, 
but he thinks that the audience will be 
able to digest it. 

“I was very nervous for a while — 
that people could be turned off by the 
subject, but the response has been so 
positive, people say they are excited,” 
said Chris Calogero, who lives in 
Carroll Gardens. 

Calogero had his own Code Brown 
incident in his apartment. He had just 
finished having the space profession-
ally cleaned — as a gift for his girl-
friend — when things started going 
down, he said.

“I was hanging around in my box-
ers and was sitting there thinking, 
‘I should go up and go to the bath-
room.’ I don’t know what happened 
— my body went off like a pop gun,” 
Calogero said.

At first he was embarrassed about 
the accident, but after sharing his 
story with friends, he was soon flush 
with ideas for a new show. 

“I was a little nervous to tell my 
girlfriend honestly, but once I told 
people, they kind of were excited to 
share their story, and then the flood-
gates opened and people just were 

very cool and fun and funny about 
sharing their stories,” said Calogero. 
“People didn’t cower from it, they just 
kind of embraced it.”

Instead of trying to wipe his slate 
clean of the shame, he decided he had 
a doody to share his story with the 
world, he said. 

“People want to realize they 
are not alone in the world with this 
embarrassing stuff happening,” said 
Calogero.

During the show, which is spon-
sored by  Squatty Potty  — the life-
changing defecation accessory with a 
silly viral commercial — Calogero will 
invite the audience to write down a few 

sentences about their own similar acci-
dents. The person with the “Number 
One” story will take home their very 
own Squatty Potty to help things flow 
a little more easily, he said.

“I don’t think anyone should be 
embarrassed, and everyone should 
share their stories and come to the 
show and you could win a fun, cool 
gift from Squatty Potty,” Calogero  
said.

“Uh-Oh! Stories From People 
Who Pooped Their Pants” at Legion 
Bar [790 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Humboldt Street and Bushwick Avenue 
in Williamsburg, www.legion-bar.
com]. March 30 at 8 pm. Free.

By Caroline Spivack

Saint Patrick’s Day has come — 
but not gone — in Bay Ridge! 

The streets will overflow 
with Irish pride this Sunday during 
the Bay Ridge Saint Patrick’s Day 
Parade — and for a slew of pre- and 
post–parade celebrations. And we’ve 
got you covered with a complete list of 
all the festive shenanigans. 

At the top o’ Sunday morning, 
make like a leapin’ leprechaun for 
the first ever Shamrock Fun Run, 
where revelers in Gallic garb will race 
along the parade route from Marine 
Avenue and Third Avenue to 65th 
Street. If you are trying to work off 
the gallons of beer you consumed 
last weekend, this run, organized by 
a hodgepodge of locals gyms, is your 
answer. Same-day registration is $25 
— and it also scores you a t-shirt 
for bragging rights! Runners kick up 
their heels at 12:30 pm. 

Then it is finally parade time, 
which for those on the sidelines means 
a wee bit of walking and a whole lot 
of drinking! The Celtic cavalcade gets 
going at Marine Avenue and Third 
Avenue at 1 pm and will make its way 

north along Third Avenue until it ends 
at 67th Street.

At the same time, for station-
ary celebrants, the “Saint Patty’s 
Day Parade Party” gets rolling at 
Baia Bay Ridge (8402 Third Ave. 
at 84th Street), where you can score 
$5 Jameson and “wicked little lepre-
chaun” shots, and $7 “fuzzy lepre-
chaun” cocktails, whatever they are. 

After the parade, you can unwind at 
Hunter’s Steak and Ale House (9404 
Fourth Ave. between 94th and 95th 
streets), where the Brooklyn Bards will 
bring you down to earth with tradi-
tional Irish tunes played on guitar and 
tin whistle. The Bards start serenading 
the restaurant at 5 pm.

And you can find plenty of Guinness 
and good times at the Wicked Monk 
(9510 Third Ave. between 95th and 
96th streets), where the Irish rock-
ers Shillelagh Law will play a parade 
after-party at 7 pm. 

Bay Ridge is still shamrockin’!

POTTY MOUTHS

Pop a squat!: Comedian Christopher Calogero will host a show all about pooping your 
pants at Williamsburg’s Legion Bar on March 30.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Comedians share tales of toilet tragedy
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

ErnestShackletonLovesMe.com or (866) 811-4111   Tony Kiser Theatre 305 W. 43rd St. 

Book By 
Joe DiPietro

Music by 
Brendan Milburn

Lyrics by 
Valerie Vigoda 

Directed by 
Lisa Peterson

����� “A MUST SEE MULTI-MEDIA EXTRAVAGANZA!” – Examiner

Strictly Limited Engagement | April 14 thru June 11

The HOUSE of Blue Leaves
Written by JOHN Guare
Directed by DENNIS Gleason
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SAT, MARCH 25
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. BOSTON 
BRUINS: $25–$200. 
7 pm.

MON, MARCH 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NASH-
VILLE PREDATORS: 
$15–$200. 7 pm.

TUE, MARCH 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $15–
$2,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, MARCH 29
MUSIC, CHARLIE WIL-

SON: With Fantasia and 
Johnny Gill. $57–$304. 
7:30 pm.

THU, MARCH 30
MUSIC, BASTILLE: With 

Fantasia and Johnny 
Gill. $29–$49. 8 pm. 

FRI, MARCH 31
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NEW 
JERSEY DEVILS: $15–
$200. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS ORLANDO 
MAGIC: $25–$3,000. 
6 pm.

SUN, APRIL 2
SPORTS, HARLEM GLO-

BETROTTERS: $26–$63. 
Noon.

SUN, APRIL 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS ATLANTA 
HAWKS: $22–$3,000. 
6 pm.

FRI, APRIL 7
MUSIC, ROCK AND ROLL 

HALL OF FAME IN-
DUCTION CEREMONY: 
$55–$505. 7 pm.

SAT, APRIL 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CHICAGO 
BULLS: $49–$3,000. 
5 pm.

SUN, APRIL 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS OTTOWA 
SENATORS: Rally towel 
giveaway. $tba. 5 pm.

FRI, APRIL 14
SPORTS, JORDAN 

BRAND CLASSIC: $15–
$75. 1 pm.

SAT, APRIL 15
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS GREAT AMER-
ICA TOUR: $57–$181. 
8 pm.

FRI, APRIL 21
MUSIC, RUFF RYDERS 

AND FRIENDS: With 
Eve, DMX, Swizz Beatz, 
The Lox, and Drag-On. 
$40–$260. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 22
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
Andre Berto vs Shawn 
Porter. $107–$299. Time 
tba.

MON, APRIL 24
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: 

With 50 Cent, Fabolous, 
O.T. Genasis, and Kap 
G. $20–$475. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 6
MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-

ISAND: $126–$1,200. 
8 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY 

GOOD MUSIC FEST: 
With Tyrese, Anthony 
Hamilton, KEM and 
Brandy. $65–$355. 8 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

pm. BAM Harvey Theater 
[651 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

THURS, MARCH 30
FUND-RAISER, BISHOP 

KEARNEY HIGH SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISING PARTY: 
Enjoy an evening of a deli-
cious dinner, wine, dessert, 
chance to win fabulous 
prizes. $65. 6:30 pm. Rex 
Manor [1100 60th St. at 
11th Ave in Borough Park, 
(718) 236–6363 ext. 246], 
www.bishopkearneyhs.
org/giftauction2017. 

MUSIC, THE STRING OR-
CHESTRA OF BROOKLYN: 
The orchestra premieres a 
new work by West Fourth 
New Music Collective. $20. 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

FRI, MARCH 31
ART, “SPACES” OPENING 

RECEPTION: A group 
exhibit of photos that ex-
plore physical and meta-
phorical space. Free. 7–10 
pm. Ground Floor Gallery 
(343 Fifth St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope), www.
cameraofthemonthclub.
com. 

MUSIC, THE ARGUS STRING 
QUARTET: The group 
closes the String Theories 
Festival with an evening 
of old and new works. $25 
($20 in advance). 7 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org.

DANCE, CONEY ISLAND 
BUTOH AND BEYOND: 
Butoh dancers pay hom-
age to Coney Island’s his-
tory, along with burlesque 
dancers and performance 
artists. $15. 8 pm. Coney 
Island USA [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street 
and Stillwell Avenue in 
Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159], coneyisland.com. 

SAT, APRIL 1
FUND-RAISER, BROOKLYN 

ART SPRING EVENT: A 
giant art show and silent 
auction to benefi t art 
education at PS 295. With 
more than 100 artists, 
wine, light snacks, raffl es, 
and music. $50–$250. 6–10 
pm. Industry City (274 36th 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset 
Park), industrycity.com. 

FRI, MARCH 24 

MUSIC, ART LILLARD’S ON 
TIME TRIO: Part of the 
PLG Arts Jazz series at 
KD’s. $5 suggested dona-
tion. 7:30 pm. KD’s Lounge 
[408 Rogers Ave. between 
Sterling Street and Lef-
ferts Avenue in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens, (718) 
926–0091], plgarts.org/
programs/jazz. 

THEATER, “SWEET BIRD 
OF YOUTH”: The Tennes-
see Williams play about 
a gigolo and drifter who 
returns to his home town 
as the companion of a 
once-was movie star. $25 
($20 seniors and students). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

COMEDY, NORTH COAST 
8TH ANNIVERSARY 
SHOW: A hip-hop improv 
comedy show, stand-up 
showcase, and dance party 
rolled into one! $12 ($10 in 
advance). 9 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, MARCH 25
MUSIC, KIDS ROCK MI-

CHAEL JACKSON: Ten 
young bands perform a 
tribute to the King of Pop. 
$7. Noon–4 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND 
SPRING GALA: Coney 
Island USA celebrates the 
35th anniversary of the 
Mermaid Parade with a 
fund-raising gala, featuring 
burlesque performances, 
go-go dancers, drinks, 
food, and more! $100 
($250 VIP). 8 pm–midnight. 
Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island), www.co-
neyisland.com/gala. 

DANCE, CHE MALAMBO: 
These talented gauchos 
make their Brooklyn debut 
with percussive dance and 
fancy footwork. $32–$37. 8 
pm. On Stage at Kingsbor-
ough [2001 Oriental Blvd. 
at Oxford Street in Man-
hattan Beach, (718) 368–
5596], www.onstageatk-
ingsborough.org. 

SUN, MARCH 26
BAY RIDGE ST. PATRICK’S 

DAY PARADE: Bay Ridge’s 
greatest parade will march  
down Third Avenue from 
Marine Avenue to 77th 
Street, with fl oats, march-
ing bands, and plenty of 
bagpipes! Free. 1 pm. 
(Third Avenue at Marine 
Street in Bay Ridge), www.
brparade.com. 

FILM, “SHATSHOW V — UN-
PRESIDENTED!”: Obso-
lete Cinema presents its 
annual tribute to William 
Shatner, screening classic 
cheese-fests “The Kidnap-
ping of the President” 
and the “The Horror at 
37,000 Feet.” Free. 4 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com.  

MON, MARCH 27
TALK, CONVERSATIONS AT 

SENESH WITH GLORIA 
STEINEM: The feminist 
writer kicks off the Stein-
hardt Speaker Series. $36. 
7 pm. Hannah Senesh 
Community Day School 
[342 Smith St. at First Place 
in Carroll Gardens, (646) 
247–7636], www.hannahse-
nesh.org. 

MUSIC, TEENAGE FAN-
CLUB: $25. 8 pm. Warsaw 
[261 Driggs Ave. at Eckford 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
387–0505], www.warsaw-
concerts.com.  

TUES, MARCH 28
COMEDY, “HARRIET”: Best 

friends and comedians 
Farah Brook and Blair 
Socci host a comedy show 
to benefi t the ACLU. $12 
($10 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 

855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, THE JAZZ PASSEN-
GERS: The band releases 
its newest album “Still Life 
with Trouble.” $20. 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

WED, MARCH 29
TALK, ELDER LAW SEMI-

NAR: Attorneys from 
Connors and Sullivan law 
fi rm host a free seminar 
on elder law, trusts and 
estates law, and estate 
planning. Free. 11 am, 3 
pm, 7 pm. Buckley’s [2926 
Avenue S at Nostrand Ave 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
238–6500], www.connor-
sandsullivan.com. 

DANCE, DOUG VARONE 
AND DANCERS: The 
dance group celebrates its 
30th anniversary with three 
dances representing the 
past, present, and future 
of the company. $25. 7:30 

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 per person
Music : Thurs. – Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

Parties welcome for all occasions

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Nothing but net: The New York Islanders will slide to victory 
over the Boston Bruins on March 25. Associated Press / Elise Amendola

Pun for it: Mike Krenner, creator of a daily series of punny 
drawings, is one of more than 100 Brooklyn artists raising cash 
for PS 295’s arts program by auctioning work at the Brooklyn 
Art Spring Event in Industry City on April 1. Mike Krenner
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Supported by:

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500
Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

STEP 
AFRIKA!
Sat, April 1 at 8pm
Tickets: $25

to Flatbush Avenue  /  on-site paid parking available2

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCES HOME

(718) 368-5596  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org  Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

A thrilling spectacle of precision footwork, 
rhythmic stomping, drumming, singing,  

and whirling boleadoras (lassos)!

Six Broadway stars belt out their signature 
numbers and share their hilarious and  

heartbreaking backstage stories!

Godlight Theatre Company’s critically-
acclaimed adaptation of the award-winning 
book that inspired the Oscar-winning film  

and Emmy-winning television series.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32 SATURDAY, APRIL 29 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32SATURDAY, APRIL 1 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32

Direct from Argentina! 
CHE MALAMBO

IN THE HEAT  
OF THE NIGHT

BROADWAY BACKSTAGE 
Memorable Broadway Moments  

& Unforgettable Broadway Bloopers!
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RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER80
 YEARSYEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York
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We Lease For Much Much  Less!

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$13956, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $2376/$10791, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,405, VIN#3FHR25651. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees 
add’l. Inc $2,250 Ford Factory Rebate & $500 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

6 Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, 200A Package, and Much More! MSRP $20,145. VIN#1FHL250761. $4,739 Due 
at Inception Inc: $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & 
MV fees addt’l. Includes $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will qualify. Add tax, tags & 
DMV fees. See dealer.

0%
60 Mos.

APR
Financing

Up
To

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC50261. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,535 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17.

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$3,995!* MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

2008 MERCURY MARINER PREMIER 4X4 
White, V6, Auto, A/C, Leather, Full 
Power. Stk#2159F. 86K Mi. ..... Buy For 

$3,995*

2010 MERCURY MILAN 
Auto, White, S/Roof, 70K Mi, 
Stk#1996FF ................................Buy For 

$5,999*

2013 FORD FIESTA SE
Auto, S/Roof, Red, 27K Mi, 
Stk#1230F .................................. Buy For 

$7,999*

2012 FORD TAURUS SEL 
Grey, V6, Auto, A/C, CD/Sirius, 
Full Power. Stk#1138F. 36K Mi. ..... Buy For 

$10,999*

2015 FORD FOCUS SE
Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Power Wind/
Locks. Stk#1231F. 19K Mi. ............Buy For 

$11,995*

2013 FORD EXPLORER 4X4   
Leather, V6, Auto, A/C, Power Wind/
Locks. Stk#2136F. 80K Mi. .. ..........Buy For

$12,495*

2014 FORD ESCAPE SE 4X4  
Grey, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Power Wind/
Locks. Stk#2138F. 70K Mi.  ...........Buy For

$12,495*

2012 FORD EDGE SEL AWD
Blue, V6, Auto, A/C, CD/Sirius, 
Full Power. Stk#2048F. 65K Mi.....Buy For 

$12,899*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  Buy For 

$15,995*

2015 FORD FLEX SE 
Black, V6, Auto, A/C, CD/Sirius, 
Full Power. Stk#2125F. 32K Mi.  Buy For 

$16,995*

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,340 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 3/31/17. 

IN BROOKLYN
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Battle of the Badges takes center ice 
BY HANS THEMISTODE

Call it an ice homecoming.
The 44th annual Fire vs. 

Police department charity 
hockey game returned to 
Brooklyn on March 18 — not 
to Coney Island’s Abe Stark 
Arena, where city cops and 
fi refi ghters fi rst faced off in 
the storied inter-city rivalry 
back in 1974 — but, for the 
fi rst time ever, to Barclays 
Center.

When the sticks, pucks, 
and fi sts stopped fl ying, the 
Fire Department’s skaters 
emerged with a 7–3 victory, 
ending a three-game losing 
streak to their Police Depart-
ment counterparts and grab-
bing some much-needed local 
bragging rights.

“It feels great to get this 
win. We lost three years in 
a row to these guys, so to get 
this win tonight is great,” said 
Firefi ghter Michael Keane 
“We just stuck with our game 
plan, which was to keep pres-
sure on them and tire out their 

defense. It worked out great to-
night for us.”

The sellout crowd of more 
than 14,000 was entertained 
from the fi rst puck drop as the 
two squads came out aggres-
sively early on. Both teams did 
their best to force the tempo, 
but neither could get an edge, 
and the fi rst period ended in a 
2–2 tie.

The second period brought 
much of the same; fi refi ghter 
Chris Princiotta netted an 
unassisted goal just minutes 
into the stanza, but longtime 
police hockey standout Chet 
Wakie answered quickly with 
his own unassisted score just 
a minute later.

The Police Department 
opened the third period fac-
ing a one-goal defi cit, and 
then the gloves came off, liter-
ally and physically. The Fire 
Department’s Julian Carney 
scored twice in just eight min-
utes, to push his team’s lead 
to three.RIVALRY FOR THE AGES: The police and Fire Department hockey teams took to the ice at Barclays Center on 

March 18, competing in the 44th-annual game between the two squads.  Mike Lawrence

BY LAURA AMATO
He’s been pushed out of the 
nest.

Long Island University 
Brooklyn has fi red head 
men’s basketball coach Jack 
Perri, who spent fi ve seasons 
with the program.

Perri — the Blackbirds’ 
13th head coach — led the 
team to an overall record of 
77–79 during his time on the 
sidelines. He wrapped up this 
past season with a 20–12 re-
cord and a second-place fi n-
ish in the Northeast Con-
ference. The year ended far 
earlier than Perri or his play-
ers expected, when the squad 
fell to Robert Morris in the 
fi rst round of the conference 
tournament. LIU reportedly 

turned down offers to compete 
in both the College Basketball 
Invitational and CollegeIn-
sider.com tournaments.

During the 2012–13 season 
— Perri’s fi rst with the team 
— the Blackbirds went 20–14, 
won the Northeast Confer-
ence tournament and made 
the NCAA Tournament as a 
team that participated in the 
First Four. That season, Perri 
was named the recipient of the 
Joe B. Hall National Coach of 
the Year award, given to the 
top fi rst-year head coach at 
the NCAA Division I level.

Before taking the helm at 
LIU, Perri started his career 
as an assistant coach with 
Bentley University in Massa-
chusetts, then took the head 

coaching position at Division 
III Rhode Island College. He 
was the Little East Confer-
ence coach of the year dur-
ing his one season at Rhode 
Island.

LIU Brooklyn Athletic Di-
rector Brad Cohen said in a 
statement: “LIU Brooklyn 
has informed head men’s bas-
ketball coach Jack Perri that 
it will not renew his contract, 
which expires in August. LIU 
is grateful for his many con-
tributions to our program 
and wish him great success in 
the future. A search for a new 
head men’s basketball coach 
is underway. The university 
will provide additional infor-
mation when a selection has 
been made.”

CLIPPED WINGS: Long Island University Brooklyn has fi red head men’s 
basketball coach Jack Perri, who spent fi ve seasons with the program, 
according to multiple reports. Long Island University 

Continued on page 33

LIU Blackbirds part ways 
with longtime head coach 

• ‘We needed this win … 
We didn’t come this far 
to lose.’

• ‘It’s a once-in-a-
lifetime 
experience.’

— Madison girls basketball’s Ketsia Athias on 
clinching the city title.  

— Former Poly Prep star Charlie 
Marquardt on playing with his dad.
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BY LAURA AMATO
For the Marquardts, bas-
ketball has long been some-
thing of a family affair.

Molloy College head 
coach Charles Marquardt 
and his son, former Poly 
Prep standout Charlie Mar-
quardt, have been the driv-
ing force behind the Lions’ 
success over the last four 
seasons: a father-son duo 
that has helped jumpstart 
the program. And although 
Molloy came up short of its 
ultimate goal this year — 
falling in overtime to Saint 
Thomas Aquinas in the East 
Coast Conference fi nal on 
March 5 — the Marquardt 
duo insists they’ve had the 
time of their basketball 
lives.

“It’s meant everything 
to me,” said Charlie, who 
wrapped up his career with 
a record-breaking 51-point 
performance. “I mean, that’s 
my father and it’s really a 
once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence. I just look to him every 
day and try to be half the 
man he is. It’s been great.”

Charlie didn’t always 
plan to play his college ball 
for his father — he had 
drawn interest from a hand-
ful of Division I schools and 
had several other offers from 
Division II schools — but he 
grew up in the Molloy gym 
and when the time came to 
make the decision about the 
next step in his career, for 
him there was really only 
one choice.

“I was close to the guys 
on the team before I came 
here and then after my offi -
cial visit, I knew this was the 
right place for me to grow 
athletically and academi-
cally,” Charlie said. “How 
could I not go to a place that 
was such a good school that 

I had been around my whole 
life?”

Not much changed for 
the Marquardt family that 
fi rst season. If anything, 
Charles was even harder on 
his son than he was on any 
of his other players, deter-
mined to make sure Charlie 
earned every minute he saw 
on the court.

“It’s defi nitely been a dif-
ferent dynamic,” Charles 
said. “My focus has been on 
treating him just like every-
one else, and that’s really 
something that I have to en-
sure.”

Charlie came into his 
own as a junior, setting 
a program record with 
88 three-pointers, break-
ing the 1,000-point scoring 
mark and leading the team 
in scoring. This winter, he 
improved on that; breaking 
his own record by making 
90 shots from behind the arc 
and averaging 21.9 points a 
game. 

“Charlie, very early on, 
was able to separate his 
skills from others,” his fa-
ther said. “I think it would 
have been harder if Charlie 
was not able to contribute 
or if it was, maybe, a situa-
tion where his contributions 
weren’t obvious. But that 
never really came to light, 
and with each year, his role 
became bigger.”

The Marquardt family 
has always been about bas-
ketball. It’s been a memora-
ble four years, fi lled with on-
court highlights — as well 
as a few disappointments 
— but neither Charles nor 
Charlie would change any-
thing. They’ve grown, both 
in the game and as father 
and son and, now, they’re 
anxious to see what the fu-
ture has in store for them. 

Former Poly hoops 
star fi nds success 

BY LAURA AMATO
The Brooklyn Law and Tech 
boys basketball team watched 
the postgame ceremony with 
open mouths and tear-stained 
cheeks.

The top-seeded Jets gave 
up the game-winning bucket 
with just one second left on 
the clock, falling 58–57 to No. 
3 Walton in the Public Schools 
Athletic League “A” champi-
onship on March 18 at Baruch 
College.

It was a devastating end 
to an historic season for Law 
and Tech, one the squad won’t 
soon forget.

“They wanted it more than 
us,” said Jets coach Kenny 
Pretlow. “My team just stopped 
playing; you’ve got to play de-
fense. If you don’t play defense 
or stop playing defense, it’s not 
going to work.”

Law and Tech hit its stride 
— and its shots — early on, 
jumping out to a 17-point 
lead at halftime, but Walton 
wouldn’t go down without a 
fi ght. 

In the third quarter, the 
Wildcats slowly chipped away 
at the Jets’ double-digit lead. 
Law and Tech took a fi ve-point 
cushion into the fourth quar-
ter and did its best to bend and 
not break, but that was easier 

said than done. 
The Jets were plagued 

by late-game turnovers, and 
couldn’t pad their lead. Foul 
shots by Walton’s Andres Ri-
vera made the contest a one-
point game with 1:55 left.

“It’s nerves and everybody 
reacts badly to a big situa-
tion,” Pretlow said. “You don’t 
know what you’re going to get. 
A lot of these guys folded up, 
just didn’t perform.”

PHYSICAL FIGHT: Jets senior Mikko Johnson notched nine points in Law 
and Tech’s heartbreaking loss to Walton on March 18, unable to spark the 
squad late.  Photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO
Tough talk in the locker room 
did the job.

The No. 3 James Madison 
girls basketball team got off 
to a sluggish start in the Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League “A” 
division championship game 
at Baruch College on March 
18, but after a halftime tongue-
lashing from their coach, the 
Lady Golden Knights turned 
things around and took down 
the No. 1 seed, Lab Museum 
United, 59–40.

“I honestly said, ‘That’s the 
worst half of basketball we’ve 
played all year,’ ” James Madi-
son coach Richard Tighe said. 
“I told them that Lab wanted 
it more than us. They were re-
bounding, getting offensive re-
bounds and I said, ‘in the sec-
ond half, you better go out and 
prove that you want to win 
this.’ ”

Madison and Lab Museum 
both struggled on offense 
throughout the fi rst half, notch-
ing more empty possessions 
than either squad expected in 
a championship matchup. The 
Lady Golden Knights led by 

just two points at the half, and 
their coach sensed that some-
thing had to change — quickly. 

“It was more mental than 
anything,” Tighe said. “We 
missed so many layups and 
part of that comes because 
we’re a young group of kids 
and playing in our fi rst city 
fi nal. You could see they were 
nervous.”

The Lady Gators opened 
the third quarter with a quick 
bucket, but that was as much as 
Lab Museum would get in the 
period, as Madison pushed the 
tempo, set them back on their 
heels and went on a 16–0 run.

The Lady Golden Knights 
took 41–22 lead into the fourth 
quarter, controlling play in 
the fi nal eight minutes of reg-
ulation. Junior center Ketsia 
Athias gave James Madison a 
20-point lead with 5:54 left to 

Madison clinches city title 

DOMINANT DOWN LOW: Madison’s 
Ketsia Athias hauled in double-
digit rebounds and earned MVP 
honors as the Lady Golden Knights 
clinched the city title on March 18. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Law-Tech’s season 
ends in heartbreak

Continued on page 33

Continued on page 33

FAMILY FIRST: Charlie and Charlie Marquardt helped spark the 
Molloy men’s basketball program over the last four years, and the 
father-son duo wouldn’t change a moment of its time on the court. 
 MolloyLife Media
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BY LAURA AMATO
He’s got the drive.

Lincoln senior point guard 
Donald Cannon Flores feels 
most comfortable with the ball 
in his hands and the pressure 
resting squarely on his shoul-
ders. The Railsplitters stand-
out came into this season with 
lingering memories of last 
year’s championship game 
disappointment, and vowed 
— long before that very fi rst 
practice — that he’d do what-
ever he could to make sure his-
tory didn’t repeat itself.

Flores did just that, lead-
ing Lincoln to its fi rst city title 
since 2013 in a dominant vic-
tory over Jefferson on March 
11. Now, he’s got his sights set 
on a Federation championship, 
and is just as driven to achieve 
that goal as he was when he 
fi rst suited up for the squad.

“I want a city and a state 
championship, and so far we’ve 
succeeded at one,” Flores said. 
“I knew coming in we had a 
very young team, so I had to 
make sure all my guys were 
on the same page at the same 
time, no matter what.”

Flores doesn’t strike the 
most imposing fi gure on the 

court; he’s not the tallest player 
on the roster or even the most 
physical. But he’s got an extra 
ounce of determination that — 
once he gets up a head of steam 
and an open lane towards the 
basket — makes him all but 
impossible to slow down. 

The long-time Railsplitters 
star, who averaged just over 15 
points per game against city 
opposition this season, doesn’t 
shy away from opposing de-
fenders. If anything, he thrives 
on such  confrontations, and is 
more than happy to leave the 
opposition in his metaphorical 
dust as he takes the ball to the 
hoop. 

“It’s always good to be re-
garded as one of the tougher 
guys in the city,” said Flores, 
“So for me, I knew it was my 
job to do that coming in this 
year.”

Playing point guard also 
means Flores helps set up his 
teammates, and he’s quick to 
dish the ball if he sees another 
Railsplitter has a better look. 
He averaged nearly four as-
sists during the regular sea-
son and, in fi ve playoff games, 
racked up just under six as-
sists per game. Flores’s court 

vision — his ability to spot 
passing lanes as easily as driv-
ing lanes — is a big part of why 
four Lincoln players averaged 
more than eight points a game 
this winter. 

“Coach was preaching to 
me right after the champion-
ship game last year, and then 
all summer, that he needed me 
to help lead these guys,” the se-
nior said. “That’s all he kept 
talking about: how I needed to 
help kind of direct this team 
and kind of push us this sea-
son.”

Flores — who has drawn 

interest from a handful of mid-
major schools  — has done his 
best this year to strike a bal-
ance between his own stats 
and making sure his team-
mates get their own looks as 
well. He admits that it isn’t 
always easy, but says walking 
that line has been one of the 
most rewarding challenges 
he’s faced in his high school 
career. 

“You’ve got to do what’s best 
for the team at the moment,” 
he said. “If I’m not hitting my 
shots or I’m not getting looks 
for myself, I have to create for 

others and get other guys hot. 
We all have to balance each 
other out and that helps the 
fl ow of the team.”

With, at best, two more 
high school games in front of 
him, Flores is determined to 
lead one fi nal charge with the 
Railsplitters. He’s just as fo-
cused as ever, anxious to make 
sure that drive to Glens Falls 
was worth it.

“This year I’ve really played 
the general role,” Flores said. 
“I’m really trying to focus on 
being the point guard and the 
leader of this team.”

Lincoln point 
guard leads 

late-season run

DRIBBLE, DRIVE, DISH: Lincoln senior Donald Cannon Flores has played general on the court all season, pack-
ing his stat sheet and setting up his teammates as well.  Photo by Robert Cole

With the game seemingly 
slipping away from the Finest, 
play began to get increasingly 
physical. Several fi ghts — each 
drawing appreciative roars 
from the crowd — broke out in 
the waning minutes of regula-
tion. In the end, the Fire Depart-
ment’s late-game offensive heat 

left police blue.
“Having lost three times 

in a row to us we knew that 
they would come really hard 
tonight,” said Police Offi cer 
Ryan Collins. “During that 
last period they just had more 
legs than us and I just honestly 
think they wanted it more than 
us as well.”

Naturally, the police squad 
was disappointed in the de-
feat, but conceded that in the 

end, the game wasn’t about 
the final score, but about the 
letters on the front of their 
sweaters and all that they rep-
resent.

“This is a huge honor,” Col-
lins said. “There’s over 35,000 
offi cers in the city and only 25 of 
them play hockey, so it’s amaz-
ing for me to be one of those 
select few to be out there to 
represent my colleagues and de-
partments.”

The Law and Tech 
squad was certain it had 
a shot when Walter Pitt 
drained a three-pointer 
from the corner, making it 
a four-point game with 56 
seconds left. Mikko John-
son then canned a pair of 
free throws to push the 
lead to six with just 28 ticks 
on the clock.

Still, Walton refused 
to go away. Derek Smith 
drained a three on the 
Wildcats’ ensuing posses-
sion and, suddenly, the 
Jets were scrambling to re-
set their defense. 

“I said, make them 
drive, anything, just don’t 
give up a three, and we 
give up a three,” Pretlow 
said. “That makes it a one-
possession game.”

Law and Tech junior 
Larry Moreno was fouled 

on the next play, but could 
only make one of two from 
the line. The Wildcats’ Ri-
vera then scored on a run-
ner with 9.5 seconds left to 
make it a one-point game. 

The Jets were unable to 
inbound the ball after that 
bucket and turned it over, 
giving Walton one last look 
at the basket. 

It wasn’t an easy look.
Smith threw up a des-

peration three-point at-
tempt that sailed wide, 
but his teammate Arturo 
Sealy drained a put-back 
shot just as time expired.

The Jets were left 
stunned after the fi -
nal buzzer went off, and 
walked off the court heart-
broken, their champion-
ship dreams dashed.

“This is horrible,” Pret-
low said. “I told them, ‘Just 
play the same way we’ve 
been playing all year.’ We 
didn’t do that today. We 
didn’t do that at all.”

play. 
“We needed to win,” said 

Athias, who hauled in 15 re-
bounds. “We came this far and 
we didn’t come this far to lose.”

The key for the Lady Golden 
Knights in the second half was 
the way the squad fought for 
loose balls, crashed the boards 
on missed shot attempts, and 

refused to fall prey to any more 
meaningless possessions.

“The fi rst half we struggled 
a little bit, we didn’t commu-
nicate that well,” Athias said. 
“And then in the second half 
we came together, we communi-
cated and we accomplished our 
goal.”

James Madison will face 
off against two-time defending 
champion Staten Island Acad-
emy in the fi rst round of the Fed-
eration Tournament in Glens 

Falls this weekend. It’s un-
charted territory for the squad, 
but the Lady Golden Knights are 
certain they won’t need another 
halftime speech to fi nd motiva-
tion. They’ve got their sights set 
on  another title.

“The way this group came 
together, it’s kind of a special 
group,” Tighe said. “The thing 
when you go to Glens Falls is 
everybody is good, so we’re go-
ing to have to play better basket-
ball.”

Continued from page 32 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


