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BY LAUREN GILL
The Trump Administra-
tion is a threat to  the federal 
cleanup  of the Gowanus Ca-
nal after all, environmen-
tal honchos now say.

The federal Environ-
mental Protection Agen-
cy’s funds for running the 
noxious waterway’s detox 
will dry up by April 18, and 

the scrub could slow to a 
crawl for years if Wash-
ington doesn’t loosen its 
purse strings and cough up 
some cash soon, the man in 
charge of the cleanse told 
a community meeting on 
Tuesday. 

“There’s need of money 
and without that money 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re talking war and 
peace.

A Brooklyn writer and 
director will use an ancient 
Greek tragedy read by a 
celebrity cast to launch a 
tough community talk in 
Crown Heights next week. 
His production “Ajax” will 

play at the Crown Heights 
Library on April 6 as part 
of the “Theater of War” se-
ries, and the 2,500-year-old 
Sophocles play is the per-
fect way to kick off a dis-
cussion of urban violence 
and mental health, he said.

“The play speaks uni-
versally to the experiences 

of violence and trauma and 
shame,” said Bryan Doer-
ries, who also translated 
the play. “The glue that 
brings everyone together is 
this universal set of ques-
tions that are at the heart 
of these ancient stories, 
themes that transcends 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It is a slippery slope from the 
Slope!

A Sunset Park panel slammed 
the brakes on the city’s plan to 
paint a bike lane on Seventh Av-
enue last Wednesday, with some 
arguing that it will roll out the 
red carpet for Park Slope yuppies 
to invade the neighborhood while 
failing in its actual goal of fi lling 
gaps in the bike-lane grid. 

“The people in Park Slope 
have come to the conclusion that 
they need a bike lane on Seventh 
Avenue,” said Community Board 
7 member Tom Murphy, who 
voted against the lane. “It serves 
no purpose. It was sold as a con-
nection to the bike network but 
it dead-ends at Green-Wood Cem-
etery — so one-stop-shopping 
if you’re worried about safety 
risks.” 

The board ultimately didn’t 
reject the addition, but also didn’t 
approve it — 14 members voted 
against it and seven in favor, but 
nine people abstained, saying 
they want more details before 
casting a ballot.

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 4Continued on page 10

Cat that took 
arrow to face 
needs home

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Me-ouch!

Police are searching for the 
weasel who shot a neighborhood 
feral feline named Whitney with a 
crossbow in Gerritsen Beach last 
week. The traumatized kitty — 
who spent all her days and nights 
outside with her colony family — 
is now healing, and looking for a 
new, safe home, said her rescuer 
from Brooklyn Animal Action.  

“She’s with me in the base-
ment, I put her in a big cage. If 
she’s friendly enough, we can 
fi nd her a home,” said Gerritsen 
Beacher Tara Green. “She was 
born and raised outside, she’s 
never been handled, never been 
touched, she’s scared, but not ag-
gressive at all.” 

One-year-old Whitney’s care-

Continued on page 6HOLE-Y MOLEY!: Whitney is healing after vets removed a crossbow from her right cheek.  Tara Green

MODERN TRANSLATION:
Bryan Doerries has adapted 
the Greek tragedy “Ajax.”

CAT-A-PULTS’Parkers 
fear Slope 
yuppies

It’s his war of wordsCanal cleanup $ woes
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MATTRESS SALE

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They’re calling it the 
“Shore Line.”

Park boosters plan to 
give a dilapidated stretch 
of Shore Road Park a multi-
million-dollar makeover to 
bring the Bay Ridge park 
back to its ecological and 
historical roots — and take 
design cues from Manhat-
tan’s famed “High Line” 
— said the president of the 
group behind the project.  

“The plan is to re-
place all those overgrown 
weeded areas with indige-
nous plants — like the High 
Line — that are low main-
tenance,” said Charles Fa-
sano. “And to make it a 
space people want to be and 
that relates to the neigh-
borhood.”

Volunteer group the 
Shore Road Parks Con-
servancy has dubbed the 
project the Shore Line, 
and hired environmen-
tal planners Nelson, Pope, 
and Voorhies to rethink 
the parkland from 80th to 
88th streets, but eventually 
hopes to renovate all the 
way to 97th Street.

The Parks Department 
green-lighted the massive 
undertaking earlier this 
month and granted special 
status to the conservancy 
so it can directly hire a 
contractor, cutting out the 
middleman and shorten-
ing the timeline. The group 
aims to break ground by 
2018, but is currently grap-

pling with the design.
The crux of the revamp 

is uprooting forested areas 
overwhelmed with inva-
sive species and planting 
natural fl ora, such as mead-
ows of wildfl owers and ar-
bors of oaks. But landscape 
ecologists have envisioned 
three main concepts that 
could be mix-and-matched.

The “plaza concept” 
would spruce up the exist-
ing public square and con-
struct a new space dedi-
cated to when the nabe 
was known as “Irishtown” 
— where Irish and Scandi-
navians settled starting in 
the late 1700s, according to 
design records.

Woodland would be re-
stored to an oak forest, and 
the walkway along the ball 
fi elds would be revamped 
with seats to serve as out-
door classrooms for neigh-
boring schools. And a long 
meadow would overlook 
the narrows with plenty of 
seating to soak up the view, 
according to design plans.

Alternatively, the “na-
ture concept” is dedicated 
to the park’s local ecology 
and preserving it through 
education. The biggest 
change would be the “Hub,” 
a building that would serve 
as an educational space 
with exhibits, a visitor cen-
ter, or as a mini-botanical 
garden of sorts, plans from 
the design fi rm show.

Lastly, what’s called the 
“street concept” would re-

arrange the benches along 
Shore Road with some fac-
ing into the neighborhood 
and add tables to create 
gathering spaces. Under 
this design, the Irishtown 
plaza would be an open 
space to accommodate 
a farmer’s market, food 
trucks, or sports such as 
bocce, croquet, and possi-
bly even a skate park, ac-
cording to design records.

Local artists’ work is 
peppered throughout the 
concepts and would be 
geared toward the ecology 
and history of the nabe, ac-
cording to Fasano.

A timeline of Bay Ridge 
would run through the 
park with the fi rst plaza 
dedicated to Giovanni Ver-
razzano arriving on the 
Dauphine in 1524, then cel-
ebrating the area’s rich his-
tory as New Amsterdam 
and during the Revolution-
ary War, then its gradual 
shaping into the Bay Ridge 
of today.

The Shore Road Parks 
Conservancy’s network of 
volunteers would main-
tain the green space once 
it’s completed, and so far 
has amassed $10 million 
in funding — including 
money from state Sen. Mar-
tin Golden (R–Bay Ridge) 
and Councilman Vincent 
Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) to-
ward revamping the park.

Ridgites can learn more 
about the project and weigh 

Shore will be nice

PARK PLANS: The “plaza concept” would spruce up the existing public square and revamp the walk-
way along the ball fi elds, with seats to serve as outdoor classrooms for neighboring schools. 
 Nelson, Pope, and Voorhies

City green-lights major revamp of park

Continued on page 4
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BY LAUREN GILL
It is the big stink!

The city is dramatically 
expanding its curbside com-
posting pickup program to 
vast new swathes of Brooklyn 
over the next year — includ-
ing Downtown, Williams-
burg, and most of Southern 
Brooklyn — and some local 
leaders are optimistic that 
residents will embrace the 
practice of stockpiling their 
rotting food scraps with glee.

“I think it’s going to be a 
welcome addition,” said Pe-
ter Bray, the executive direc-
tor of civic group the Brook-
lyn Heights Association. 
“People will have to change 
their habits but I think that 
over time they’ll adopt it and 
there will be strong partici-
pation.” 

The program will roll out 
in Williamsburg in May; 
community boards 2 (Brook-
lyn Heights, Fort Greene, 
Clinton Hill) 15 (Gerritsen 
Beach, Sheepshead Bay, 
Manhattan Beach), and 13 
(Coney Island, Brighton 
Beach) in June; and 7 (Sun-
set Park, Windsor Terrace), 
11 (Bensonhurst, Gravesend) 
12 (Kensington, Midwood) 
by fall. 

The rest of the borough 

will have to wait until 2018.
Participants will re-

ceive a brown bin and small 
kitchen container for their 
compostable garbage, in-
cluding vegetable peels, tea-
bags, and grass cuttings. 

But not everyone is 
thrilled. To accommodate all 
the new worm food, the De-
partment of Sanitation has 
deployed new garbage trucks 
that are divided into sepa-
rate sections for compost and 
bulk items — and Bay Ridg-
ites  have complained  that 
they contain less room for 
hefty items and has resulted 
in junk piling up on the side 
of local roads.

Now some residents 
in the new scrap-collect-
ing zones are terrified the 
same fate is coming to their 
streets.

“I’m fearful after read-
ing all the stuff about Com-
munity Board 10 that I’m 
going to be riding up and 
down with mattresses sit-
ting outside,” said Commu-
nity Board 15 chairwoman 
Theresa Scavo. 

The northern half of Sun-
set Park has had the pro-
gram since 2014, and Com-
munity Board 7’s leader says 
he’s at least happy the whole 

district is finally going to be 
on the same page — even if 
he’s not necessarily pumped 
for more bins. 

“I don’t know if it’s ex-
citing, but it’s gratifying 
that we’re going to be one 
district,” said the board’s 
district manager Jeremy 
Laufer. 

Greenpointers,  which 
got the scheme in 2015 , 
 have complained that the 
bins made the neighbor-
hood stink and attracted 
creepy crawlies , although 
their eco-minded neighbors 
in Williamsburg  have been 
begging the city to bring the 
program to their area  for 
years.

And Bray — who lives in 
Park Slope, which got the 
program in 2014 — claims 
smelly scraps and vermin 
shouldn’t be a problem so 
long as people keep the lids 
shut tight. 

“I’ve never had any prob-
lem personally,” he said. “I 
think you take reasonable 
precautions — you keep the 
lid closed on the recycling 
pail that’s inside the house 
and do the same thing with 
the pail that’s on the out-
side.

RACCOONPROOF?: Brooklynites 
will be separating their kitchen 
scraps into these organics collec-
tion bins to be composted instead 
of dumped in a landfi ll. 
 File photo by Will Bredderman

FULL OF SCRAP!
Locals fear effects of city’s plan 
to expand food-waste collection

BY LAUREN GILL
They’re on cloud canine!

Designs for the long-awaited Pros-
pect Park Parade Grounds dog run 
are out, and locals say they’re every-
thing they wanted and more.

“They were beyond my wildest 
dreams,” said Sal Garro, who is the 
president of the Kensington Dog Run 
Association and proud owner of ter-
rier-greyhound-mix pooch Pocky. 
“We were all kind of amazed how 
they saw our vision so clearly and just 
drew it out almost to a T.” 

Members of the group and the 
Prospect Park Alliance worked to-
gether to design the amenity for 
the green space at Coney Island 
Avenue at Kermit Place, and then 
architects put their vision down on 
paper.

The doggie oasis will boast sep-
arate areas for small and big dogs, 

benches on the perimeter for humans, 
and synthetic grass made especially 
for paws.

Residents  have been pushing for 
the play area for years , and the Kens-
ington Dog Run Association fi nally 
received $640,000 in taxpayer fund-
ing from Borough President Adams, 
Councilman Mathieu Eugene (D-
Crown Heights), and Councilman 
Brad Lander (D–Park Slope) in April 
to make it happen. 

The actual opening is still a ways 
off. The city still has to okay the plan, 
then the alliance will have to fi nd a 
contractor, and then actually build 
the thing — a process Garro esti-
mates will take around two years.

But once it fi nally arrives, Pocky 
is going to love it, he says. 

“She’s got a lot of energy,” he said. 
“We live in a one-bedroom so this is 
going to be her heaven I’m sure.” 

PAWSOME: A sketch of the planned Parade Ground dog run, which will have separate 
areas for small and large pooches.  Prospect Park Alliance

Pup dreams!
Dog-run plans fulfi ll owners’ fantasies

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The Feds charged a former prosecutor 
in the District Attorney’s offi ce with 
forging judges’ signatures in order to 
illegally wiretap the phone conversa-
tions and text messages of two people 
for more than a year, said a spokes-
man for the Department of Justice on 
Monday. 

Former assistant district attorney 
Tara Lenich — who supervised other 
assistant district attorneys in the of-
fi ce — allegedly cut out the signatures 
of various Supreme Court Judges from 
legit documents and taped them onto 
fabricated orders authorizing the DA’s 

offi ce to intercept the phone records 
of a detective and another assistant 
district attorney in the same offi ce, a 
source said. 

Lenich was  reportedly romanti-
cally involved with the detective  be-
fore he dumped her and started hit-
ting it off with the other prosecutor, 
according to the New York Post. 

And what’s more, Lenich allegedly 
told her colleagues that she was en-
gaged in a confi dential investigation 
and warned them not to read any of 
the phone records of the calls she had 
illegally tapped and recorded, accord-

Former prosecutor charged

Continued on page 10
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APPETIZERS  SOUPS  ENTREES  DESSERTS

On - Off Premise Catering For
LUNCH  DINNER  PRIVATE PARTIES  

Let Us Cater 
Your Holiday 

Party

7902 3rd Ave, Bay Ridge | (718) 439-6993 | Open 7 Days

“Home of the Nutella Calzone”
WOOD FIRED PIZZA & TRATTORIA

Try our All New Grandma Pizza & Square Pie

Family Meal 
Larger Pie
10 Garlic Knots 
Garden Salad
Liter Soda 

$22.95

Family Dinner
Half tray Penne Vodka 
or Penne Pomodoro
10 Garlic Knots 
Garden Salad 

$23.95

We Deliver
www.giacomopizza.com

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

We are now open Monday’s!

View Our Catering
Menu Online Gift Certificates Available

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878

�������	
��	��������	��	��

Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.for the NNNew Yor

time and culture.”
“Ajax,” written around 

440 BC, tells the story of a 
warrior who is overcome 
with depression after los-
ing his best friend Achilles, 
and who kills himself after 
being betrayed by his com-
manders. 

The three-person cast 
for the event includes Os-
car-nominee Amy Ryan, 
of the fi lms “Birdman” 
and “Gone Baby Gone,” 
Reg E. Cathey, from tele-
vision shows “The Wire” 
and “House of Cards,” and 
Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–Flatbush), a driv-
ing force against gun vio-
lence. The local pol also 
happens to be a star on 
stage, said Doerries.

“He turned out to be a 
terrifi c actor beyond our ex-
pectations,” said Doerries, 
who was recently named 
New York City’s Public Art-

ist in Residence.
The free Crown Heights 

presentation is targeted to-
wards veterans of war and 
survivors of urban violence 
— two different groups of 
people who share similar 
stories of struggle, sur-
vival, and pain, said Doer-
ries. After the reading, four 
neighborhood fi gures will 
hop on stage to share their 
immediate, un-rehearsed 
reactions to the play, and to 
engage the community in 
a powerful talk about gun 
violence and mental health 
care, he said. 

“Their job is to re-
spond in the moment and 
to model for the audience 
a kind of radical candor — 
we don’t want them com-
ing studying the plays or 
think about what they are 
going to say,” said Doer-
ries. “The best panels are 
ones who can’t fi nd their 
words, but who are emo-
tionally present.”

During its 10 years of 
productions, the Theater of 

War has worked with many 
famous thespians, includ-
ing Adam Driver, Paul Gi-
amatti, and Jake Gyllen-
haal. Actors have jumped 
at the opportunity to be a 
part of the project because 
it gives them a chance to do 
good in their communities, 
said Doerries.

“I was able to get well-
known actors who are 
very talented, very accom-
plished very early on be-
cause it’s extremely rare 
in their profession to feel 
like they are doing some-
thing, making a differ-
ence with their craft, to 
feel like you are moving 
the needle socially and af-
fecting change,” said Do-
erries. 

“Theater of War” at 
the Crown Heights Pub-
lic Library [560 New York 
Ave. between Lincoln 
Road and Maple Street in 
Crown Heights, (718) 230–
2200, ajaxincrownheights.
brownpapertickets.com]. 
April 6 at 7 pm. Free.

WAR
Continued from page 1

in on the design at an April 
27 meeting at Fort Ham-
ilton High School, where 
landscape architects will 
map out the plan and use 
the feedback to fi ne tune 

the design based on local’s 
wants and needs.

“Not everything will 
make the cut, or our bud-
get, so decisions will still 
need to be made on the di-
rection of the plans,” reps 
with the design firm wrote 
in an e-mail obtained by 
this paper. “Parks will 

have some dos and don’ts 
that we need to observe, 
and may limit some op-
tions, but we were think-
ing big at the moment.”

Weigh in on the design at 
Fort Hamilton High School 
(8301 between 83rd Street 
and Shore Road Lane) on 
April 27, 6 pm.

SHORE
Continued from page 2

Bay Ridge’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade mascot Seamus, the Labrador retriever-poodle mix, takes 
in the views during his fi fth year riding down Third Avenue when the neighborhood celebrated 
St. Paddy’s Day on March 26. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Eire of the dog
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LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15,000

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Talk about locally grown 
veggies! 

The city is planting 
seeds to transform the  De-
partment of Education-
owned empty land on Av-
enue N  into a teaching 
garden that will promote 
the importance of healthy 
eating by allowing stu-
dents to grow their own 
fresh tomatoes and corn. 
The E. 71st Street plot has 
fi lled with trash over the 
years, but the city recently 
fenced it off to keep it clean, 
and soon it will boast sweet 
vegetables to benefi t every-
one in the community, said 
the parent coordinator at 
PS 312. 

“I live in the neighbor-
hood, I think it’s absolutely 
wonderful, not only for the 
students, but people in the 

neighborhood,” said Carol 
Pino, who is also a member 
of the Bergen Beach Civic 
Association. “A good way 
to promote good nutrition 
all around  — not only pro-
mote the science part of it, 
but have the children learn 
how to prepare food and 
promote more healthy eat-
ing habits.”

The city plans to plow 
the land into various sec-
tions where groups of kids 
from nearby schools can 
grow their own food, and 
create an outdoor kitchen 
and orchard, according to 
Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D–Bergen Beach), who is 
funding the project. 

Maisel committed 
$250,000 for the teaching 
garden last year, and is 
now upping that to $750,000. 
Borough President Adams 

is also throwing in $1 mil-
lion, and there’s no better 
motivator than The Beep 
—  who overcame diabetes 
through a healthy diet  — 
to make an impression on 
young adults about mak-
ing sure they eat enough 
greens, said Maisel.

“He’s a moral force in 
the whole idea of healthy 
eating,” said Maisel. “His 
own experience with dia-
betes, for him it’s a crusade 
to eat properly and to show 
the kids to eat to properly.”

And The Beep is hun-
gry to help students form 
healthy relationships with 
their food through getting 
their hands dirty down on 
the farm, he said. 

“I’m excited to dig into 
the full transformative po-
tential that this learning 
garden could have in Ber-

gen Beach and beyond,” 
Adams said. “Growing a 
meaningful relationship 
between students and the 
earth is central to my vi-
sion for harnessing the 
power of urban farming to 
create employment oppor-
tunities as well as health-
ier futures for our borough 

and the people who live in 
it.”

But fund-raising for 
the garden isn’t done. Mai-
sel expects the completed 
project will cost about $4 
million, and will have to 
be done in phases over 
time because there’s just 
so much to start growing, 

he said. 
“There’s just a tremen-

dous amount of material for 
the kids to do,” Maisel said. 
“We are trying to get more 
money from the mayor, and 
it’s going to be a long-range 
project, we’re not going to 
be able to complete every-
thing all at once.”

Planting ideas of 
healthy eating

SOWING SEEDS!: Councilman Alan Maisel is funding a project to turn Department of Education-owned 
land on E. 71st Street into an educational garden for students to promote healthy eating habits.  
 File photo by Julianne Cuba 
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
He’s bringing his art to new 
heights!

A Bushwick artist will 
unroll a series of enormous 
prints that portray the 
Brooklyn towers that have 
recently broken the bor-
ough’s height records. The 
“Highest and Best Use” se-
ries is part of the “Recon-
struct” exhibit opening at 
Long Island University’s 
Selna Gallery on April 4, 
which examines changes 
to Brooklyn’s urban envi-
ronment. The elongated 
images — which stand be-
tween 10 and 16 feet high 
and spill across the ground 
— convey the colossal im-
pact of the buildings, said 
the artist.

“Part of why I do it is to 
reinforce that idea of scale. 
Sometimes photographs or 
images depicting skyscrap-
ers tend to diminish the 
kind of impact you have 
standing on the ground,” 
said Lawrence Mesich. “It 
evokes that feeling of be-
ing hopelessly dwarfed 
by these impossibly large 
things. They are so large 
— they’re almost unknow-
able.”

In 2004, the city re-
zoned the Downtown area 
bounded by Flatbush Ave-
nue, the Fulton Street Mall, 
and Willoughby Avenue to 
spur offi ce development. 
But instead the area has 
seen a glut of luxury hous-
ing, commercial hotels, 
and cultural institutions 
— straining the existing 
infrastructure. As the sky-
high consequences became 
more visible, Mesich said 
his interest was piqued, 
and he began photograph-
ing each building as it 

broke the previous height 
record. 

Each piece begins with 
a handful of visits to a 
given building, where 
Mesich photographs and 
surveys the glass giants 
until he settles on an an-
gle. From there, he isolates 
a pattern in the building 
and digitally tweaks and 
repeats it along the length 
of the image. The process 
of surveying and printing 
takes about two months, 
but results in an awe-in-
spiring view, as if some-
one were staring up from 
the base of the building, 
said Mesich.

“It’s meant to be as if you 
were standing on the street, 
with your head cocked up, 
looking at the building,” 
he said. “The angle gives 
them some of the weight 
and gravity that they have 
in person and really brings 

the scale home.”
The series zeroes in 

on three buildings that 
have pierced the borough’s 
height records: The 531-foot 
111 Lawrence St., which 
was then beat out by the 
590-footer 388 Bridge St., 
and lastly 100 Willoughby 
St., which topped out at 596 
feet — beating its predeces-
sor by a mere six feet.

Now 333 Schermerhorn 
St. lays claim to the title 
of Brooklyn’s tallest build-
ing at a whopping 610 feet. 
Mesich has not yet added it 
to the series, but said that 
he plans to keep plans to 
keep pace with the Down-
town developers.

“I didn’t have a limit on 
how many I’d do when I con-
ceived of it,” he said. “I was 
anticipating there might be 
a revision to this rezoning. 
But I plan to keep going.”

The “Reconstruct” 

show, which is visible 
from the sidewalk outside 
the gallery, also features 
a variety of other works 
about urban life, includ-
ing a sprawling landscape 
made of trash, a collage 
that focus on decay and re-
construction, and fabrics 
printed with images of the 
changing city.

“Reconstruct” at Long 
Island University’s Salena 
Gallery [1 University Plaza 
between Fleet Street and 
DeKalb Avenue Downtown. 
(718) 488–1198]. Opening re-
ception April 4, 6–8 pm. On 
display April 3–28. Free.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

takers found her with the 
crossbow bolt through 
her cheek in the late af-
ternoon on March 17, and 
called Animal Care and 
Control to come help her. 
But the frightened feline 
had her tail between her 
legs and wouldn’t come 
out of hiding, according 
to Green. 

Two days later, though, 
Green lured little Whit-
ney out with some food 
and brought her to the 
Veterinary Emergency 
and Referral Group in Ma-
rine Park so profession-
als could safely remove 
the bolt from her pierced 
cheek and give her antibi-
otics, Green said.

Whitney was well 
enough to be released 
that day, so Green 
brought her home where 
she’s now healing and 
getting ready for her 
next family to love her. 
But the four-legged-fur-
ball is used to fellow fe-
lines, so her new family 
must have another cat to 
keep her company, said 
Green. 

“I can’t keep another 
cat, but will work with her 
to fi nd her a really good 
home,” she said. “They 
have to have another cat. 
I feel bad taking her away 
from her family. She’s not 
aggressive, we can work 

with her to be socialized 
to get her a home.”

The police depart-
ment’s Animal Cruelty 
Squad, in conjunction 
with the American So-
ciety for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Ani-
mals, is investigating 
the case — but they are 
asking for the public’s 
help, because finding 
the jerk who hurt Whit-
ney is much more dif-
ficult when the victim 
can’t speak, said Detec-
tive James Byrne. 

“The cat couldn’t 
point out the perpetrator 
in a line up so we don’t 
have a lot to go on,” said 
Byrne. 

The American Society 
for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals is provid-
ing forensic support for 
police, and the Animal 
Cruelty Investigation 
Squad has posted a $2,500 
reward for information 
leading to an arrest, ac-
cording to a spokes-
woman. 

 If you are interested in 
adopting Whitney, please 
contact the Brooklyn Ani-
mal Action [BrooklynAni-
malAction@gmail.com, 
(877) 415-4889, brookly-
nanimalaction.org]. Po-
lice are asking anyone 
with information about 
crimes to call (800) 577–
8477, submit tips at www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com, 
or text 274637 followed by 
TIP577.

SHE’S A SURVIVOR: Some jerk shot a cat with a crossbow right 
in her cheek.  Whitney’s caretaker

Continued from page 1 

CAT

HIGH CULTURE: (Above) Artist Lawrence Mesich stands in front 
of the one of the buildings he photographed for his “Highest and 
Best Use” series of gargantuan images. (Right) Mesich’s images 
of Downtown skyscrapers stand more than 10 feet tall in order to 
convey the size of the original buildings.   
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Artist portrays skyscrapers with giant photos

He’s looking up
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY LAUREN GILL
The battle is finally over. 

The  long-awaited ren-
ovations  on Downtown’s 
shuttered World War II 
memorial will begin next 
spring, officials revealed 
last Monday — and it is 
not a moment too soon for 
the local vets who have 
been lobbying the city 
to fix up and reopen the 
monument for  years .

“It’s about time we’re 
getting some kind of re-
sults,” said Roy Vana-
sco, a Fort Greene re-
sudebt who served in 
the Navy during the 
war. “I’m 91 and who 
knows how long I’ll last 
— I want to be at the 
door when it opens.”

The Cadman Plaza 
shrine’s interior features 
the names of the more 
than 11,500 Brooklynites 
who fell during the Sec-
ond World War, but has 

been closed for the past 
26 years because it is not 
accessible to people with 
disabilities. 

The renovations will 
bring it up to code by in-
stalling an elevator from 
the ground floor to the 

basement bathrooms 
and ramps so everyone 
can easily access the 
memorial. 

Vanasco is looking 
forward to seeing those 
names once again — 
although it is bitter-
sweet to remember all 
his fallen friends who 
weren’t lucky enough 
to make it back to 
Brooklyn.

“It makes me happy 
and it makes me sad 
because over a dozen 
friends of mine that 
I grew up with, they 
never got off the beach,” 
he said.

Borough President 
Adams, Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill), and the Feds all 
kicked in taxpayer dol-
lars to cover the $4-mil-
lion bill for the project, 
which is expected to take 
12–18 months. 

Community groups 
and local pols  have 
pitched a more fantasti-
cal renovation  including 
a visitors center, eatery, 
rooftop terrace, and an 
event space on top as part 
of  Mayor DeBlasio’s so-
called “Brooklyn Strand” 
proposal  to overhaul all 
the public spaces between 

Borough Hall and Brook-
lyn Bridge Park. 

But that is still just 
an idea right now, and a 
Parks spokeswoman said 
the agency has no plans 
or funds to construct the 
$12-million fancy addi-
tions.

The agency pre-
sented its more modest 

plan for the elevators 
and ramps to Commu-
nity Board 2’s parks 
committee on March 20, 
and the panel’s mem-
bers unanimously ap-
proved the proposal. 

The full board will 
vote scheme at a meeting 
on April 12, although its 
decision is only advisory. 

Doing the honors
Cadman Plaza war memorial reno to begin

SALUTE TO THE MEMORIAL: The Downtown monument is the site of a big annual Veteran’s Day cer-
emony. File photo by Cate Dingley

FIRST LOOK: A map of the planned 
renovations at the Cadman Plaza 
World War II memorial. 
 Department of Parks and Recreation
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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nothing can be done, that 
is the truth,” said project 
manager Christos Tsiamis 
at a monthly meeting of the 
Gowanus Canal Commu-
nity Advisory Group. “We 
have made a request for ad-
ditional funds to continue 
oversight and the silence has 
been deafening. We haven’t 
heard anything yet.” 

The news stands in 
stark contrast  to state-
ments from an agency’s of-
fi cial in January  that the 
cleanup will not be jeopar-
dized by President Trump’s 
election, but  bolsters re-
cent warnings  by state At-
torney General Eric Sch-
neiderman that Trump’s 
 plan to cut $330 million  
from the agency’s Super-
fund program threatens to 
hold up the project.

The organizations re-
sponsible for befouling the 
waterway in the fi rst place 
are supposed to foot the bill, 
but the money they’ve sup-

plied so far has dwindled 
over the past year, accord-
ing to the project’s lawyer 
Brian Carr — who told the 
room that he had been for-
bidden from attending the 
group’s meetings for the 
last couple months. 

The polluters have been 
paying contractors directly 
for their work but owe the 
Feds about $15 million, ac-
cording to Carr. He is con-
fi dent he can secure the 
dough from them in the 
next six to 12 months, but 
not quickly enough to cover 
costs after April. 

“In the interim we’re 
not really in a particularly 
good position,” he said. 

Tsiamis has asked the 
Feds for $400,000–$500,000 
in the meantime, but said 
he hasn’t heard anything 
back. 

With no money, the six-
person team in charge of 
evaluating and approving 
the designs for the clean-
up’s next phase —  which 
includes installing giant 
sewage tanks next to the 
waterway  — will be slashed 

to just one: Tsiamis. He is 
an expert in chemical engi-
neering but still needs help 
with other subjects like 
structural engineering and 
general paper pushing.

“Without the funds to 
fund my team, the project 
is going to slow down sig-
nifi cantly, there’s no other 
way,” he said. “Instead of 
taking six months, it will 
take two years or some-
thing like that to complete 
the design.”

Tsiamis still stands by 
his colleague’s previous 
statement that The Don-
ald won’t compromise the 
project, since the pollut-
ers will ultimately cover 
the costs and it will even-
tually get done, even if it is 
delayed for now. 

But he has already had 
several disagreements 
with the responsible par-
ties about their plans for 
the cleanup, since they pre-
fer to do things as cheaply 
as possible and he thinks 
it is important to pay for 
oversight to make sure the 
job gets done right. 

The unprotected lane 
will run from Carroll 
Street in Park Slope down 
to 20th Street in Sunset 
Park, after which the road 
narrows and there will 
be a “shared” lane to 23rd 
Street — which puts motor-
ists and cyclists in the mix 
without physically separat-
ing the two.

Community Board 6  ap-
proved  its part of the lane — 
to 15th Street — with a 23–8 
vote in January, but Com-
munity Board 7 members 
had more concerns about 
their fi ve-block stretch. 

But some see the lane 
less as a missing link and 
more as a gateway to gen-
trifi cation.

“It’s like a gateway for 
things to come into the 
neighborhood — things a 
lot of locals can’t afford, 
like Citi Bike,” said Sunset 
Parker Julio Pena.

Others fear the lane, 
a painted line with no ac-
tual barriers between cy-
clists and motorists, won’t 
do enough to protect riders 
winding in and out of the 
obstacle course that is Sev-
enth Avenue —  fears that 
were also shared by Com-
munity Board 6 .

“If they’re going to 
bring a bike lane it has to 
be a protected bike lane,” 
said Sunset Parker Mar-
cela Mitaynes, who also 
voted to abstain. “These av-
enues are so scary just to 
drive, you have to weave in 
and out.”

But a protected bike 

lane isn’t a viable option 
because the thoroughfare 
isn’t wide enough to fi t buf-
fers between bicyclists and 
the open road, according to 
a Department of Transpor-
tation spokeswoman. 

The city is reviewing lo-
cals’ feedback and may re-
visit the community board 
with more details, at which 
point it will hold another 
vote.

And the lane still has a 
fi ghting chance to get the 
board’s okay, according to 
Community Board 7’s dis-
trict manager. There were 
a similar number of unde-
cided voters on the Fifth 
Avenue bike lane back in 
2013, but after the transit 
department returned with 
more details, many fl ip-
fl opped and the lane ulti-
mately passed, he said.

Continued from page 1 

CANAL

Continued from page 1 

BIKE LANE

ing to court documents. 
Lenich — charged with 

two counts of illegal wire-
tapping — allegedly took ad-
vantage of her job as a public 
prosecutor and her superior 
position in the District At-

torney’s offi ce in order to 
spy on the two people, said 
acting U.S. Attorney Bridget 
Rohde in a statement. 

“Tara Lenich violated 
her duty to the public when 
she engaged in a long-run-
ning scheme to forge judi-
cial documents in order 
to illegally wiretap tele-
phones,”  said Rohde . 

Lenich pleaded not 
guilty to the charges on 
March 27 and was re-
leased on a $500,000 bond. 
She faces up to 10 years in 
prison if convicted of both 
counts, the court spokes-
man said. 

Lenich’s lawyer could 
not immediately be reached 
for comment. 

WIRETAP
Continued from page 3
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