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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A Gravesend oil distributor 
spilled 27,000 gallons of fuel into 
Gravesend Bay overnight on 
March 30. 

Bayside Fuel Oil Depot Corpo-
ration on Shore Parkway near Bay 
38th Street accidentally dumped 
enough oil to fi ll fi ve 15-foot round 
swimming-pools at around 2:45 
am when a worker transferring 
oil to two 150,000-gallon tanks 
from a barge left his post and the 
containers overfl owed, according 
to a report by the federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. 

The fuel initially pooled on the 
soil and gradually seeped down 
into the bay, and offi cials say they 
observed an oil sheen migrating 
deeper into the bay even after 
a fl oating barrier — known as a 
boom — was deployed to curb the 
slick.

A company spokesman said 
the spill was an avoidable act of 
incompetence, but claimed work-
ers did what they could to stop the 
bleeding as quickly as possible.

BY LAUREN GILL
This one goes up to e-
Levin!

A Brooklyn Heights an-
imal lover named Anne 
Levin saved an injured cat 
huddled on the side of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way last Tuesday — mak-
ing her the second Levin 

to save a distressed feline 
from the roadway in recent 
years, after Councilman 
Steve Levin  made a simi-
larly heroic effort in 2015 .

The pair are not related, 
but are nevertheless united 
in their passion for keeping 
cats safe and off busy inter-
states, she said.

“He seems to be a very 
strong supporter of animal 
welfare,” said Anne Levin, 
who is president of animal-
activist group the Brooklyn 
Bridge Animal Welfare Co-
alition, best known for run-
ning  the Cat Cafe on Atlan-
tic Avenue .

BY LAUREN GILL
Just in the nick of slime. 

The federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
says it has rustled up the 
money to keep the cleanup 
of the sludgy Gowanus Ca-
nal running full steam 
ahead —  just days after 
project honchos told locals 

that they were about to run 
out of cash .

“Work on the Gowanus 
is expected to continue us-
ing funding that the EPA 
already has,” said agency 
spokeswoman Mary 
Mears.

Project manager Chris-

Continued on page 5
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UniverSoul Circus brings twists and turns to Floyd Bennett Field
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

This show is a scream!
The UniverSoul Circus, 

playing at Floyd Bennett Field 

through April 16, is a non-stop, 
energetic thrill ride of terror, 
wonder, and hilarity, as I discov-
ered this past Sunday.

As a circus newbie, I recruited 
an experienced and opinionated 
circus expert to join me — my 
9-year-old nephew Marquise. He 

was immediately taken by the 
hipness of the advertised per-
formers, who hail from Ethiopia, 

Continued on page 6

HAPPY KITTY: Suzy BQE en-
joys being wrapped in a tow-
el, instead of sitting outside 
in the rain on the highway.
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THAT’S TWISTED!: The Bone Breakers are a quartet of contortionists that amazes the UniverSoul Circus crowd with sometimes stomach-turning back-bending 
and balancing. UniverSoul Circus
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They say Felder’s a fake! 

Dozens of angry constitu-
ents protested in front of Demo-
cratic state Sen. Simcha Felder’s 
Midwood offi ce on March 30, 
accusing him of being a “fake 
Democrat” for his allegiance 
to the Republican party up in 
Albany — and for ignoring the 
concerns of many in the com-
munity, who aren’t part of his 
heavily Jewish Orthodox core 
constituency, said a member of 
New York State 17th District for 
Progress.

“He votes with the Republi-
can party on almost all issues, 
our main goal is to bring aware-
ness to those in District 17, that 
are not his Orthodox commu-
nity. This person was elected 
partially out of our own igno-
rance and partially pretending 
to be a Democrat,” said Kens-
ington resident Aaron Wexler. 
“I just want him to run as a Re-
publican because that’s what he 
is, and he’s playing a game.”

Felder was fi rst elected in 
2012 as a Democrat, but in 2016, 
he ran unopposed and on the 
Democratic, Republican, and 
Conservative party lines. He 
raked in 11,872 more votes on 
the Democratic line than for 
the Grand Old Party, but still 
chose to sit across the aisle — 
and betray his voters, accord-
ing to Wexler. 

“I think that that’s not de-
mocracy, that’s playing a shell 
game,” he said. 

 Felder, who just won an 
award for being the top Conser-
vative senator in the state , re-
cently came under fi re for his 

Democrat against Felder, so 
that person can represent ev-
eryone in his district, not just 
his heavily Orthodox commu-
nity, said Sunset Park resident 
Eleanor Whitney, who lives 
right on the edge of his district. 

“It’s very important that 
we show up and let our voice 
be known, and send a message 
that we will be watching how he 
votes and will be holding him 
accountable,” said Whitney. 

“I will hope there is a real 
Democratic candidate who 
runs against him.”

The rallies in front of Felder’s 
offi ce may still be small now — 
one back in December for “Jews 
Against Trump” brought out 
just a handful of people — but 
they will grow once his voters 
learn that he’s not on their side, 
said Wexler. 

push to  hike the speed limit on 
Ocean Parkway by fi ve-miles-
per-hour, despite statistics and 
warnings that such an increase 
could cost lives . 

And he’s refused to say 
whether he supports the “Raise 
the Age” bill — which would 
increase the age at which New 
Yorkers can be tried as adults. 
New York and North Carolina 
are currently the only states 
that prosecutes teenagers as 
adults when they turn 16. 

Felder gives the Republi-
cans their 32-seat majority, and 
it feels like he’s stabbing his 
constituents in the back, said 
another Kensington resident 
who held high her sign read-
ing, “Felder, don’t be confused 
— Raise the Age, not the speed 
limit.” 

“Becoming familiar with 

PEACEFUL PROTEST: Sen. Felder’s constituents rallied outside his offi ce to show their disapproval of his allegiance 
to the Republican party.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

Coney Island icon lit for autism 
BY CAROLINE SPIVACK

It was an illuminating evening. 
The Coney Island Parachute 

Jump glowed electric blue on April 
2 in honor of World Autism Day. 
The lighting was preceded by an 
event aiming to shine a light on 
the developmental disorder and its 
stigma, said an organizer behind 
the event. 

“Events like this are important 
because with more autism aware-
ness comes more acceptance,” said 
Coney Islander Veronica Droz, 
who has an autistic 16-year-old 
daughter, and runs the Coney Is-
land Autism Angels. “People who 
aren’t aware think our kids are 
spoiled and are just misbehaving, 
and when you have events like this 
they see the different levels of au-
tism, and accept our children and 
stop judging the parents.”

Autism spectrum disorder re-
fers to a variety of developmen-
tal disorders with a wide range 
of symptoms, such as difficulty 
communicating and interact-
ing with others or performing 
repetitive tasks, according to 
the National Institute of Mental 
Health. 

The condition is often misunder-
stood, but Droz’s group seeks to fos-
ter an accepting environment with 
a weekly “Different Not Less Social 
Group” — which meets Mondays at 
the Coney Island YMCA from 6:30 
to 8 pm — where kids do arts and 
crafts and enjoy free pool play. 

Councilman Mark Treyger (D-

Coney Island) helped put on the 
event, which marked its fourth 
anniversary, and featured Dis-
ney characters, face painting, and 
stands hawking chocolate lolli-
pops. It was the largest turnout yet, 
said a spokeswoman for the coun-
cilman.

“This year was the biggest by 
far,” said Samantha Ross, who co-
ordinated the event. “Even some 
people from Jersey showed up.”  

FELDER THE FAKE
Progressives blast conservative Dem senator

BIG BLUE: Coney Island’s Parachute 
Jump lit up blue for autism awareness 
on April 1.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Chuting for 
compassion

SHATTERED: A car fl ipped over on the Belt Parkway on March 30.  
 Photo by Paul Martinka

Over & out
BY JULIANNE CUBA

A car fl ipped over on the 
Belt Parkway on March 
30, sending two people 
to the hospital and caus-
ing traffi c to back up for 
hours. 

The 40-year-old driver 
of a sports utility ve-
hicle was in the middle 
lane heading towards 
the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge near Bay Park-
way at about 1 pm when 
he claims another car 

cut him off, causing him 
to lose control and slam 
into the guardrail, then 
fl ip over, according to au-
thorities. 

But the driver was 
likely speeding, police 
said. 

Emergency respond-
ers transported the driver 
and his 33-year-old pas-
senger to Lutheran Medi-
cal Center with non-life-
threatening injuries, 
offi cials said. 

his record and his 
positions has really 
made me conscious 
of the fact that he’s 
not completely rep-
resenting his con-
stituents, and occu-
pying an extremely 
pivotal role in the 
senate,” said Lisa 
Hamilton. “I’m up-
set about the fact 
that my representa-
tive is the one who 
feels he can appar-
ently auction off his 
allegiance to the 
highest bidder.”

Members of New 
York State 17th Dis-
trict for Progress 
are actively looking 
to run a true-blue 
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878

�������	
��	��������	��	��

Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.for the NNew Yor

BY LAUREN GILL
They can dance if they 
want to!

Two hard-partying 
Brooklyn councilmen 
are backing a bill that 
will free bars and restau-
rants to let patrons get 
their groove on without 
the threat of being tar-
geted by the city’s dance 
police.

Councilmen Rafael 
Espinal (D–Bushwick) 
and Antonio Reynoso (D-
Bushwick) say they are 
tired of an antiquated 
city law that bans danc-
ing in bistros and dives 
without a hard-to-get 
cabaret license not the 
least of which because 
they are the ones cutting 
a rug.

“I’ve probably danced 
illegally more than any-
one in this room, it’s what 
I do,” said Reynoso at a 
standing-room-only meet-
ing on the law last Thurs-
day at the Market Hotel 

in Bushwick. “It’s what I 
have a passion for so you’ll 
catch me dancing illegally 
in other places until we 
get this law gone from the 
book.”

Espinal added that he 
enjoys getting down too, 
telling the crowd that 
he went on an Ok Cupid 
date eight years ago dur-
ing which he danced all 
night at the same hotel 
while drinking 40 oz. of 
malt liquor he bought at 
the bodega downstairs.

That isn’t allowed 
thanks to the controver-
sial Prohibition-era Cab-
aret Law,  which some say 
was put in place to target 
black jazz clubs , that sics 
cops on venues that allow 
people to boogie without a 
license. It  was revved up 
back in the 1990s when 
then-Mayor Rudy Giu-
liani to put nightclubs out 
of business , and the pols 
say it has since wreaked 
havoc in Brooklyn, where 

inspectors cite people for 
not obeying the law fre-
quently with fines up 
to $3,000 for the first of-
fense.

Activists claim Brook-
lynites are going to get 
down no matter what, and 
the law is forcing them 
into unsafe spaces — like 
the  Oakland, California 
warehouse that burnt 
down with dozens of rev-
elers inside  — so they can 
move freely.

Espinal said repeal-
ing the law is one of his 
top priorities right now, 
and he is trying to drum 
up support for the issue 
amongst his fellow Coun-
cil members in the com-
ing weeks. 

But he thinks some pols 
might not get on board be-
cause they fear scrapping 
the law will impede on 
safety and serenity in the 
neighborhoods people are 
dancing. 

“I think there’s a lot of 

hesitation because they 
believe the law is in place 
to protect public safety 
and improve quality of 
life in communities,” he 
said.

Espinal added he is in 
the process of crafting leg-
islation that will repeal the 
law. 

The move comes less 
than a week after  members 

of the activist group the 
Dance Liberation Network  
went live with its  petition 
to repeal the law , which 
now has nearly 3,000 signa-
tures.

Think I better dance, now!
Bushwick politicians fi ght for your right to party

MAKE IT LEGAL: Right now it is illegal to dance in a bar or restaurant that doesn’t have a so-called 
cabaret license, but two Bushwick councilmen want to change that. Associated Press / Ringo Chiu
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tos Tsiamis on March 28 told 
the project’s community ad-
visory committee that he’d 
need to cut his team and the 
cleanup would slow down 
signifi cantly if the Feds 
didn’t cough up more cash 
by mid April, but claimed 
his requests for more moolah 
had fallen on deaf ears. 

“The silence has been 
deafening,” he told the 
group.

Two days later, the 
agency announced that it 
has found the cash to keep 
detoxing the notoriously 
fi lthy waterway until the 

project’s lawyers reach a 
settlement with the water-
way’s polluters to cover the 
costs sometime in the next 
6–12 months, according to 
Mears — by using money 
the local region already 
has in its coffers.

Mears refused to say 
how much that is, but Tsi-
amis had told residents 
he’d asked for $400,000–
$500,000.

The agency had been 
working on getting the 
funding before Tuesday 
night’s meeting, but just 
hadn’t fi nalized everything 
yet, Mears claimed.

Questions over the clean-
up’s future under the Trump 
Administration have been 

making  headlines  all year. 
The Donald  wants to gut $330 
million  from the Superfund 
program, and state Attor-
ney General Eric Schneider-
man and other local pols last 
week  warned the cuts would 
reduce oversight and ulti-
mately hold up the scrub .

But others dismissed 
that as fearmongering, ar-
guing the whole thing will 
ultimately be paid for by the 
polluters and the project is 
already well underway. 

Workers began prepar-
ing the canal for dredging 
last year and are set to 
start scooping up sludge 
later this year, but the en-
tire cleanup won’t be com-
pleted until at least 2022.

“It was human error. We 
learn from every experi-
ence we go through, but we 
immediately reported it to 
the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation, 
the Fire Department, ev-
ery agency we could think 
of,” said Robert Seledan. 
“We didn’t wait days — we 
notifi ed them in a matter 
of a couple of hours even 
though the spill happened 
in the middle of the night.”

The Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
is overseeing the cleanup 
and has contracted Miller 
Environmental Group to 
clear the toxic sludge.

Workers have covered 
the tanks that overfl owed 
and the sloping soil where 
oil leaked into the bay with 
poly sheeting to minimize 
the risk of more oil fl ood-
ing the bay from forecasted 
heavy rains, according to 
Environmental Protection 
Agency records.

Miller Environmental 
plans to deploy additional 
booms along the shore and 
is power washing the as-
phalt around the beach. But 
clean-up efforts are only 
one of several steps that 
must be taken by the state 
to keep the public safe and 
informed, said a local pol. 

“I specifi cally want to 
call out the state Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation for failing to 
contact offi cials and telling 
us what’s going on,” said 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island) who was 
initially e-mailed reports 

of the spill by environmen-
tal advocates. “This seems 
to be a disturbing pattern 
that I fi nd out about di-
sasters in our waterways 
through advocates instead 
of environmental agencies. 
It’s unacceptable and unbe-
coming of agencies that are 
monitoring our waterways 
and should be keeping the 
community notifi ed.”

The spill comes on the 
heels of the  discovery of as-
bestos at the construction 
site of a waste transfer sta-
tion  two blocks from Bayside 
Fuel, which pols contend is 
the result of the city improp-
erly clearing away an ille-
gal garbage incinerator, and 
of a Gravesend apartment 
complex  dumping 200,000 
gallons of raw sewage per 
day into Coney Island Creek  
— possibly for years — that 
was made public last No-
vember after environmental 
watchdogs leaked e-mails to 
this paper. 

Livid locals slammed the 
city and state for not imme-

diately notifying elected of-
fi cials and the community 
—  who regularly fi sh, swim, 
and even hold baptisms in 
the fetid waters  — but now it 
feels those calls for greater 
transparency have fallen on 
deaf ears, said one environ-
mental advocate.  

“Stakeholders and 
elected offi cials shouldn’t 
be fi nding out about this 
through a chain fi ve days 
later,” said Charles Den-
son, who initially heard of 
the spill through a state in-
sider. 

Other locals said they 
are fed up with the lack of 
respect to their home and 
health.

“What a mess. You know 
this just makes me so angry 
because people keep caus-
ing these horrifi c accidents 
that are destroying every-
thing that we’re trying to 
do,” said environmental 
activist Pamela Pettyjohn, 
who was at the bay the day 
before the spill scouting 
spots to place oyster beds. 

BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

Continued from page 1 

OIL SPILL

TOXIC: Local environmental advocate Pamela Pettyjohn is in-
censed with the state’s lack of community notifi cation after Bay-
side Fuel Oil Depot Corporation dumped 27,000 gallons of oil into 
Gravesend Bay. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued from page 1 
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Anne Levin bravely 
ditched her car under-
neath the Brooklyn 
Heights Promenade in 
evening rush-hour traffi c 
while hunting for the  dis-
tressed mouser after re-
ceiving a tip-off — easier 
said than done, because 
the forlorn furball was in 
such bad shape that it just 

looked like a pile of trash, 
she said. 

“She looked like debris 
because she was so wet 
and huddled against the 
brick,” said Anne Levin.

She eventually spotted 
the animal and was able to 
wrap a towel around it and 
get it into a carrier, while 
peak-hour motorists politely 
gave the pair a wide berth.

“Everyone was being 
really understanding and 
no one was honking, they 

just quietly went around 
us,” Anne Levin said. 

She immediately 
brought the furball — now 
named “Suzy BQE” — to 
the Park Slope Veteri-
nary Center, where doc-
tors found the cat’s fur 
had been scraped off her 
tail and feet, injuries prob-
ably sustained after being 
dragged underneath a car. 

Vets will need to ampu-
tate Suzy BQE’s mutilated 
tail eventually, but she 

isn’t yet strong enough for 
the surgery.

The cat will go up for 
adoption once she recovers.

Suzy BQE’s surgery 
will cost up to $1,000 and 
the Brooklyn Bridge Ani-
mal Welfare Coalition is 
currently taking dona-
tions to help pay for the 
procedure. 

Those interesting in 
giving money can e-mail 
brooklynbridgeanimals@
yahoo.com.

Peru, and China, among 
other countries.

“There’s a lot of cool dif-
ferent acts and there are a 
lot of different countries,” 
he said. “When I was at Big 
Apple Circus they didn’t 
have anyone but Ameri-
cans there.”

This show has no organ 
music piping away with 
the “Baby Elephant Waltz” 
— instead it kicks off with 
viral dancers the Fresh 
Clownsss kicking it to the 
rap hit “Juju on that Beat.” 
The pumped-up music had 
us dancing in our seats, 
and Lucky the Ringmaster 
kept us moving through-
out the night, wrangling a 
dance line for grown-ups in 
the crowd and ending with 
a dance contest for kids.

The most eye-popping 
and entertaining act of the 
show was a quartet of con-
tortionists doing unimagin-
ably horrifying things with 
their legs, arms, and torsos. 
The incredible display was 
almost vomit-inducing to 
watch, but no one could look 
away as the fl exible fellows 
spun their hips through 
multiple boneless revolu-
tions. My nephew was both 
fascinated and sickened by 
the display.

“I really like the people 
that kept twisting their 
bodies — I think it was so 
cool they could actually do 
that,” said Marquise. “But 
I think it’s gross because I 
don’t think that’s how the 

body is supposed to work.”
My favorite act was a 

trio of acrobats performing 
death-defying stunts on an 
enormous hamster wheel 
suspended high in the air, 
vaulting in and out of the 
Circle of Death while do-
ing jaw-dropping twists and 
heart-stopping lands. The 
audience shrieked with ter-
ror as one performer jumped 
rope on the spinning ring, 
and at this point my nephew 
had to look away. 

“I was scared for him 
because I imagine myself 
up there jump roping and 
getting afraid,” he said. 

UniverSoul is one of the 
few circuses to still use 
animals in the show, and 
the atmosphere changed 
— in more ways than one 
— when the whips cracked 
above the heads of the 
horses, camels, zebras, el-
ephants, and one adorable 
pony. 

From the back row, 
one viewer shouted “Don’t 
whip the pony!” and the 
otherwise lively crowd 
gave muted reactions dur-
ing the animal acts. 

But overall, the Univer-
Soul Circus was a thrilling 
two hours, mixing circus 
tricks with music and com-
edy. I was thoroughly en-
tertained, and so was my 
nephew.

UniverSoul Circus at Avi-
ator Sports and Events Cen-
ter [3159 Flatbush Ave. at 
Floyd Bennett Field in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 440–3358, 
www.universoulcircus.com]. 
Tue–Sun at various times 
through April 16. $16–$40.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s the comedy show they 
don’t want you to know 
about! 

The creators of the Liz-
ard People of New York 
Facebook page are spill-
ing the beans about our se-
cret reptilian overlords at 
a monthly comedy show, 
next happening on April 
15 at the Tender Trap bar. 
The parody account — and 
the show — mashes up the 
wholesome “Humans of 
New York” photo series of 
everyday urbanites with 
the conspiracy theory 
that shape-shifting lizard 
people are in control of all 
world events. And the last 
presidential election has 
made the idea that politi-
cians are secret reptilians 
seem almost plausible, 
said one of the show’s co-
hosts.

“Lizard People is sort 
of tied into politics and 
pop culture inherently. 
We’re not huge political 
comedians but just by the 
nature of the topic, we end 
up talking a lot about Don-
ald Trump,” said come-
dian Jeremy Kaplowitz, 
who lives in Manhattan. 
“Unfortunately, I’d rather 

it not.” 
At each show, Ka-

plowitz and co-host Mike 
Amory invite a Lizard 
Person Correspondent, 
played by Liam O’Malley, 
to give the lowdown on the 
latest happenings in the 
world of the cold-blooded 
conspiracy — which 
seems to be getting wilder 
by the day.

“Things have gotten 

so crazy in the world that 
lizard people can kind of 
do anything they want 
with reality,” said Mike 
Amory, who lives in Park 
Slope. “Before they had 
to be careful, because 
if they did anything too 
outlandish people may 
catch on — but now with 
how crazy the news is, 
they can do whatever 
they want.”

The show also features 
a scripted sketch, usually 
featuring leaders of the 
lizard people, including 
Mike Pence, Ben Carson, 
or President Trump. The 
show may have a political 
bent, but the point is re-
ally to bring fans of the 
silly conspiracy theory to-
gether under one roof, said 
Amory. 

“We have political 
sketches, so obviously 
you have a little bit of an 
underlying agenda about 
why you’re making cer-
tain jokes, but I would say 
the number one thing is 
we want to entertain peo-
ple and make them laugh,” 
he said. “I really like the 
idea of forming commu-
nities around a shared 
enjoyment of something. 
The more you come to the 
show, the more you get to 
know us and get to know 
these crazy things we fi nd 
interesting.”

Lizard People Comedy 
Show at the Tender Trap 
[66 Greenpoint Ave. be-
tween West and Franklin 
streets in Greenpoint, (347) 
763–1825, www.tender-
trapbk.com]. April 15 at 8 
pm. Free.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Continued from page 1 

CIRCUS

TAILS TO REMEMBER: Comedians Mike Amory and Jeremy Ka-
plowitz — and lizard person Liam O’Malley — will give the scoop on 
the reptilian revolution at the Tender Trap in Greenpoint on April 
15.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

The lizard of ha’s!
Comedy show blows the lid off reptile conspiracy

CAT
Continued from page 1

COLORFUL SHOW: The Caribbean Dancers perform astonishing 
limbo dances and carnival jibes at the UniverSould Circus.

Un
iv

er
So

ul
 C

irc
us



A
PRIL 9, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

7

AVAILABLE UNITS AND INCOME REQUIREMENTS 

Unit Size 
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Monthly Rent1 Units Avail-able  House-hold Size2 Annual Household Income3 
Minimum – Maximum4 

Studio $833 20  1 person $29,897 - $38,100 

1 bedroom $895 23  

1 person  $32,057- $38,100 

2 people $32,057 - $43,500 

2 bedroom $1082 11  

2 people $38,503 - $43,500 

3 people 

 

$38,503 - $48,960 

4 people 
                                                                  
$38,503- $54,360 

1 Rent includes gas for cooking. 
2 Household size includes everyone who will live with you, including parents and children. Subject to occupancy criteria. 
3 Household earnings includes salary, hourly wages, tips, Social Security, child support, and other income. Income guidelines subject to change. 
4 Minimum income listed may not apply to applicants with Section 8 or other qualifying rental subsidies. Asset limits also apply. 

How Do You Apply?  
Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to nyc.gov/housingconnect. To request an application by mail, send a self-addressed envelope 
to: Fifth Avenue Committee-621 Degraw Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217. Only send one application per development. Do not submit duplicate applications. 
Do not apply online and also send in a paper application. Applicants who submit more than one application may be disqualified.

When is the Deadline?  
Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than May 19, 2017.  Late applications will not be considered.

What Happens After You Submit an Application?  
After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a lottery process. If yours is selected and you appear to qualify, you will be invited to an 
interview to continue the process of determining your eligibility. Interviews are usually scheduled from 2 to 10 months after the application deadline. You 
will be asked to bring documents that verify your household size, identity of members of your household, and your household income. 

Español Presente una solicitud en línea en nyc.gov/housingconnect. Para recibir una traducción de español de este anuncio y la solicitud impresa, 
envíe un sobre con la dirección a: Fifth Avenue Committee 621 Degraw Street, Brooklyn NY 11217 En el reverso del sobre, escriba en 
inglés la palabra “SPANISH.” Las solicitudes se deben enviar en línea o con sello postal antes de 17 de mayo 2017

nyc.gov/housingconnect Fifth Avenue 
Committee 621 Degraw Street Brooklyn, NY 11217  CHINESE

������� ����� ���	�
 �	������ ����� ��������, �	����� �	 �	��: nyc.gov/housingconnect. ��� ��������� �	����� ��������� � �	������ �	 
������� ����� ����	
�� ������ � ���	���� 	������ �� 	����� Fifth Avenue Committee 621 Degraw Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217. �	 
�	���� ������� ������	 �	������ ���� “RUSSIAN” �	 	��������� �����. �	��� ������ ���
 ���	�� ���	�� ��� ����	���� �� ����� 
(����	��� �	�� �	 ������� ��������) �� ������� 17 ��� 2017

nyc.gov/housingconnect Fifth 
Avenue Committee 621 Degraw Street, Brooklyn NY 11217. 

 

Kreyòl 
Ayisyien

Aplike sou entènèt sou sitwèb nyc.gov/housingconnect. Pou resevwa yon tradiksyon anons sa a nan lang Kreyòl Ayisyen ak aplikasyon an 
sou papye, voye anvlòp ki gen adrès pou retounen li nan: Fifth Avenue Committee 621 Degraw Street  NY 11217. Nan dèyè anvlòp la, 
ekri mo “HATIAN CREOLE” an Anglè. Ou dwe remèt aplikasyon yo sou entènèt oswa ou dwe tenbre yo anvan dat me 17, 2017

�	
���  �������� ����� ��� ������� �	�� �� ���
 !"#�nyc.gov/housingconnect $�%� &�'	 (��)� &%�* +����� ���� ,-���� �/��� �-0 �	
��� �1�2
 ��3�� ��� &�4'� .
�5 $������71121,621 Degraw Street, Brooklyn NY  Fifth Avenue Committee ] " ���� �	7	�3��� �1�2
 ���� +(��)�� �	8�9� �03� ���ARABIC."  �3	

&
� "	�
� !�9
 20��9 �* ������� �	�� �� �2
��� ,-2�� &2%�517  ����	2017

  Mayor Bill de Blasio • HPD Commissioner Maria Torres- Springer  

Affordable Housing for Rent 
363 Bond Street Apartments 
54 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS AT 363 Bond Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231 

  GOWANUS 
Amenities: 24-hour attended lobby, on-site resident manager, GE appliances, In unit Bosch washer and dryer, gym, 
yoga room, kids room, bike storage*, BBQ Grills*, swimming pool*, resident lounge*,shuffle board*, outdoor deck* and 
outdoor gardens.(*Additional fees apply) 
 

Transit: Trains: R, F, & G,  Buses: B37, B57, B103 
No application fee • No broker’s fee • Smoke-free building • More information: www.fifthave.org 

This building is being constructed through the Inclusionary Housing Program and is approved to receive a Tax Exemption from the 421a 
Program of the New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development. 

Who Should 
Apply? 

Individuals or households who meet the income 
and household size requirements listed in the 
table below may apply. Qualified applicants will 
be required to meet additional selection criteria.  
Applicants who live in New York City receive a 
general preference for apartments.  

A percentage of units set aside for: 
� Mobility-disabled applicants (5%) 
� Vision- or hearing-disabled applicants (2%) 

Preference for a percentage of units goes to: 
� Residents of Community Board 6 (50%)* 
� Municipal employees (5%) 

* Up to half of CB preference units may be allocated through 
referrals of applicants from city agencies

ON THE MOVE: The Jay Street planters can turn up anywhere, de-
pending on the time you visit.  CNG / Vince DiMiceli 

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s the Jay Street Shuffl e!

Someone — or someones — has been moving car-block-
ing planters the city has placed on Jay Street to fend off 
scoffl aw parkers as if they were chess pieces, reorganizing 
them almost every day to make sure he or she can leave his 
or her car on the busy block.

The heavy planters,  which were installed last month , 
have been moved by muscle-bound drivers to a number of 
different places along the street, including inside the bus 
lane, inside the bike lane, and, most perplexingly, within 
a legal parking space — where they were found Monday 
morning.

This week alone, the planters,  which take the strength 
of at least two men to move  — were found in two different 
places on Monday and Tuesday, only to be put back where 
they belong — inside a pedestrian safety zone between the 
bike lane and bus lane — by Tuesday night.

It is unclear where the planters will be at the time you 
are reading this story.

A Department of Transportation spokeswoman told 
this paper last week that no matter how often the planters 
are illegally moved, they will be relocated to the proper 
place as soon as possible.

Musical 
planters!

Jay St. trees in new place everyday!

THE RIG
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They feel the need — the 
need to regulate speed.

State lawmakers must 
put the brakes on a bill to 
raise the speed limit on 
Ocean Parkway by 5 miles 
per hour or they’ll be sign-
ing a death warrant for mo-
torists and pedestrians on 
the Kensington-to-Brigh-
ton Beach boulevard, say 
hundreds of residents in a 
new petition.

“It makes a big differ-
ence when drivers need to 
react to the unexpected, 
and it can mean the differ-
ence between life and death 
if a crash can’t be avoided,” 
said Paul Steely White of 
anti-car group Transpor-
tation Alternative,  whose 
online petition  against the 
speed hike has racked up 
more than 680 signatures 
in just a few days. 

Mayor DeBlasio reduced 
the speed on all of the city’s 

NO HIGHER: Transportation Alternatives executive director Paul 
Steely White is steadfast against state Sen. Simcha Felder’s legislation 
to raise the speed limit on Ocean Parkway to 30 miles-per-hour..

Twenty-fi ve for fi ghting! 
Activists: Ocean Pkwy. speed-limit hike will kill people

roadways to 25 miles per 
hour in 2014, But now, state 
Sen. Simcha Felder (D–Mid-
wood) is pushing legisla-
tion to boost the limit on the 
state-controlled thorough-
fare up to 30 miles per hour. 
Assemblyman Steve Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) is sponsoring the bill 
in the lower chamber.

Felder says he’d actu-
ally be happy to add an-
other 10 miles per hour — 
fi ve is just a compromise 
— arguing that lowering 
the speed limit doesn’t ac-
tually do anything but gen-
erate extra cash through 
speed-cameras, and what 
the stretch really needs is 
more police on patrol.

“Lowering the speed 
limit does not equal safety 
— it does equal the ability 
to raise revenue for speed-
ing past 25,” Felder said. “If 
cops give out tickets and if 
people know it could hap-

pen any time, that is what 
brings safety.”

It’s nearly impossible to 
travel under 30 miles-per-
hour, say Felder’s support-
ers.

“I think that 30 miles per 
hour on Ocean Parkway is 
very, very reasonable,” said 
Assemblyman Dov Hikind 
(D–Midwood), who sup-
ports the hike. “I looked at 
my odometer and was going 
25, and every single car just 
about passed me.”

But the activists ar-
gue the 5-mile difference 
has saved lives. Before the 
speed-limit drop, crashes 
on the strip killed three 
people and injured 137 pe-
destrians between Nov. 6, 
2012 and Nov. 6, 2014, while 
in the two years following 
the change, collisions there 
killed one person and in-
jured 102 pedestrians, ac-
cording to Transportation 
Alternatives’ own data. 

“It’s not about revenue,” 
said Steely White. “It’s 
about lives.”

The state  recently 
banned  drivers on Ocean 
Parkway from turning onto 
Avenues J, Avenue P, and 
Kings Highway — as well 
as making left-hand turns 
onto Avenues I and U — as 
part of what the state called 
a safety overhaul. But some 
locals, including Hikind, 
say they’ve actually made 
things less safe  because 
people aren’t consistently 
observing  the new rules. 

On March 24,  a driver 
jumped the curb and col-
lided into a pillar outside an 
Avenue J home  after he al-
legedly tried to speed up and 
cut off another motorist in 
the intersection. With that 
kind of recklessness going 
on, it would be irresponsible 
to allow people to go even 
faster, said one resident.

“It’s hard to argue for 

higher speed limits when 
we cannot show the city 
that driving has gotten bet-
ter,” said Midwood man Si-
mon Gifter. 

City pols and offi cials 
are also against the change 
— Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Kensington) 
called it “myopic, faux-pop-
ulist overreach” in  an im-
passioned Facebook post  
which likened the proposal 
to Albany over-ruling his 

plastic-bag fee. Meanwhile, 
DeBlasio vowed to fi ght it.

“I think it would make 
people less safe, and we’re 
going to fi ght against any 
measure that would make 
New Yorkers less safe,” he 
said at a press conference 
last week. 

However, DeBlasio also 
tried to halt the recent 
changes on Ocean Park-
way,  and the state just ig-
nored him .
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Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 6/30/17.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers

PASTARIA

717 86th Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade
pasta & grandma-style piz za

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

Happy
Easter
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BY LAUREN GILL
Luxury developers re-
vealed this week a plan 
to construct towers of 74 
and 38 stories on the east-
ern edge of very low-rise 
Boerum Hill — a proposal 
of unprecedented density 
that neighbors will likely 
fi ght.

“It’s a massive project,” 
said Howard Kolins, presi-
dent of the Boerum Hill 
Association. “Virtually 
nothing [in the proposal] 
is a benefi t for people liv-
ing there. You have to brace 
yourself for a large high-
rise that you’d rather not be 
there.”

Alloy Development — 
which bought up the exist-
ing buildings on the block 
bounded by Third Avenue, 
Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion, and State Street, but 
 was cagey on the details 
last year — disagreed, cit-
ing 200 units of below-mar-
ket-rate housing in the 900-
unit mixed-use complex, 
which will also feature re-
tail and two new schools — 
one a 350-student elemen-
tary facility and another a 
new building for the Khalil 
Gibran International Acad-
emy, which will be able to 
expand from 160 to 350 stu-
dents.

The plan would allow 
the Gibran Academy to 
move from its current, di-
lapidated space inside a 
19th-century former Civil 
War infi rmary, which 
would then be preserved as 
a cultural space, though Al-
loy did not reveal details.

“Communities suffer 
when their growth isn’t 
supported by the neces-
sary infrastructure, which 
is why providing two new 
schools, keeping people 
working in Brooklyn, ex-
panding access to arts and 
culture, and building af-
fordable housing are foun-
dational to our vision for 
the project,” said Jared 
Della Valle, CEO of Alloy 
Development. “We look for-
ward to a thoughtful, open 
dialogue that will make 
this project better.”

Well, he’ll certainly get 
a dialogue, thoughtful or 

otherwise. After all, Al-
loy’s proposal is huge — a 
whopping 50 percent bigger 
than current zoning allows. 
Overall, the project calls for 
a fl oor-area-ratio — which is 
a measure of a project’s size 
relative to the lot size — of 
18, even though the current 
city cap is 12. 

Last year, a developer 
tried to rezone a Downtown 
lot to the same 18 fl oor-area 
ratio, but that bid was shot 
down, as members of the 
City Council did not want to 
set a precedent that would 
open the door to massive de-
velopment. That company, 
Savanna, eventually down-
sized the plan and  got its re-
zoning .

But Alloy’s effort to 
break the ultimate glass 
ceiling might succeed, 
said the local pol whose 
voice will carry weight 
among the full Council, 
which typically defers to 
the member who repre-
sents the affected neigh-
borhood.

“It’s a little bit differ-
ent than a regular private 
development going for 18 
FAR in that it’s got two 
schools,” said Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill). “There’s a signifi-
cant public benefit associ-
ated with it that isn’t asso-

ciated with every private 
development project.” 

That said, Levin said he 
won’t make up his mind on 
the project until he talks 
to residents near the pro-
posed development. He has 
already raised concerns 
about the location of a pro-
posed loading dock on quiet 
State Street, where trucks 
would be unwelcome.

“How many Amazon 
Prime deliveries are going 
to be queuing up?” Levin 
asked. “It’s not really fair to 
State Street to have the en-
tire vehicular of the block 
on it.”

The high-rises would 
tower over the nearby 
brownstones in Boerum 
Hill, but will fi t in with 
other developments along 
Flatbush, including Two 
Trees Management’s 32-s-
tory 300 Ashland,  formerly 
known as BAM South ; Jon-
athan Rose Companies’ un-
der-construction  12-story 
property at Ashland Place  
and Lafayette Avenue; and 
the Gotham Organization’s 
 soon-to-open  53-story apart-
ment building and food hall 
at Fulton Street and Ash-
land Place.

The lengthy rezoning ap-
proval process for the Alloy 
project would begin in the 
fall, if all goes to plan. 

Developer plans super tower for B’Hill

SHINY AND NEW: The 74-story 80 Flatbush tower Alloy is proposing 
will be amongst the tallest in the borough. Alloy Development

Unprecedented

$4495
Per person

Plus tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$2100

Soup or Fruit Plate, Chicken Parmigiana or 
Chicken Nuggets & Fries

Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

Greenhouse Cafe Presents
EASTER 

SUNDAY DINNER

GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -833 -8200

LUNCH | DINNER
BRUNCH SAT. & SUN.

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF ENTREE

With Au Jus and Mint Jelly

With Apple Brandy Glaze 

Grilled with Herb Butter  

Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

With Citrus Chive Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce

(Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable)

CHOICE OF DESSERT
Cheesecake  Seasonal Fresh Fruit  Apple Strudel

Tiramisu  Ice Cream or Sherbet  Chocolate Mousse

COFFEE OR TEA
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When you want the best taste and the highest quality,
our premium meats are as fresh as it gets. 

Hours: Monday – Saturday 9am – 8pm, Sunday 9am – 6pm   
                                              We deliver anywhere in Brooklyn

This Week’s Special 

CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS 

79C lb. 

    ATLAS
MEAT MARKET

387 Ave. X (Between E. 1st & 2nd) 
347-915-2000
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