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BOOKED 
KRASNY
Former Coney Island pol 

indicted in drug scam
BY JULIANNE CUBA

Prosecutors have charged for-
mer Coney Island Assembly-
man Alec Brook-Krasny for 
his alleged role in an illegal 
scheme to pump millions of 
narcotic painkillers onto the 
black market and rip off the 
healthcare system, the city’s 
Offi ce of the Special Narcot-
ics Prosecutor announced on 
April 7. 

The ex-pol is among 13 
charged — including doctors 
and other medical profession-
als — with running an op-
eration that allegedly moved 
more than 6.3 million pills, for 
which three Brooklyn clinics 
received millions of dollars in 
reimbursements from Medic-
aid and Medicare since early 
2013. And the three clinics, 
known for freely prescribing 
opioid painkillers, allegedly 
had evidence their patients 
were selling the addictive 
drugs on the black market, 
according to the prosecutor’s 
offi ce. 

At a time when opiate ad-
diction is on the rise, over-
doses are increasing, and 
healthcare costs are skyrock-
eting, the scheme these defen-
dants conducted is especially 
vile, said Brooklyn’s top pros-
ecutor.

“These defendants are ac-
cused of betraying their oaths 
as healers and healthcare 
providers. The alleged frauds, 
and the integrated illegal nar-

cotics distribution, not only 
extended the vile cycle of opi-
ate abuse, but also attacked 
our ability as a society to ful-
fi ll the basic moral impera-
tive to provide support and 
appropriate healthcare for 
the neediest among us,” said 
Acting District Attorney Eric 
Gonzalez. “At a time when so 
many families are struggling 
to afford healthcare, and oth-
ers are wrestling with addic-
tion, it is particularly deplor-
able.”

Brook-Krasny raised 
eyebrows in 2015  when  he 
abruptly resigned from the 
state legislature to take a 

Continued on page 12

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The city plans to rezone 
four District 22 elementary 
schools for the 2018 school 
year, because each of them 
has enrolled more kids than 
it has available desks, said 
the district superintendent 
on March 30. 

“The necessity is that we 
have these four schools over-
capacity — absolutely no 
room to have any kind of ex-
tra services — and they truly 
deserve it. Why shouldn’t 
your kids also have room to 
have music and art and sci-
ence labs, and have speech 

in a real classroom instead 
of a closet?” said superinten-
dent Julia Bove. “All things 
that your kids truly, truly de-
serve.”

The Department of Educa-
tion’s Offi ce of District Plan-
ning will draw up new lines 
based on students’ home ad-
dresses to determine where 
they will receive priority ad-
mission into the four schools 
— PS 197 in Midwood, PS 255 
in Madison, and PS 206 and 
PS 254, both in Sheepshead 
Bay. But the rezoning will 
only affect incoming pre-kin-
dergarten, kindergarten, or 

new students coming into the 
system, according to infor-
mation from the department. 

And the district will have 
an abundance of open space 
in PS 197 next year, because 
i n December a Department 
of Education panel voted to 
move the 300 sixth-through-
eighth-graders attending co-
located IS 381 from PS 197’s  
Midwood campus to the An-
dries Hudde school  to make 
room for more kindergart-
ners,  despite parents’ pleas 
against it . 

The Department of Educa-

Rezone for 4 Dist. 22 schools

Continued on page 12

BUSTED: Former Coney Island As-
semblyman Alec Brook-Krasny was 
charged for his alleged role in a 
scam that moved millions of opioid 
pills onto the black market. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

Welcome to summer!
Loyal Cyclone fans fi nally got to feel the wind in their hair after an hours-long wait in line for the iconic 
roller coaster’s fi rst day of the new season. For more on the opening day of Coney Island’s amusements, 
see page 3. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s been a long walk from 
Selma to Bay Ridge.

The youngest person to 
march with Martin Luther 
King, Jr., from Selma to Mont-
gomery, Ala.,  in 1965 vis-
ited students at Mary White 
Ovington elementary and 
middle school in Bay Ridge on 
March 27. 

Civil rights activist Lynda 
Blackmon Lowery marched 
when she was just 15-years-
old and helped profoundly 
change America, proving 
to students today that they 
can make a difference too, 
no matter their age. And her 
story was particularly in-
spiring to Syrian refugees at 
the school, said one student 
whose family fl ed that war-
torn country.  

“The refugees need to live 
in a safe country just like 

Lynda Lowery,” said second-
grader Rayan Alrahawan. 
“So I will fi ght for the refu-
gees [so] the children can go 
to school and the families 
can go to work.”

Alrahawan is one of the 

more than 4.6 million Syrian 
refugees in America who be-
gan pouring out of that coun-
try with the start of the Syrian 
civil war in 2011, according to 
the United Nation’s Offi ce for 
the Coordination for Humani-
tarian Affairs. 

Students drew parallels 
to Lowery’s struggles and 
their own as refugees — with 
one student emphasizing the 
importance of basic human 
rights in an illustrated letter 
to Lowery. 

“Without freedom, I can’t 
do anything,” said second-
grader Layan Nakawh, who 
is also a refugee. “In my coun-
try, Syria, the kids can not 
go to school. They have noth-
ing. I hope that one day the 
children in Syria will have 
freedom like the children in 
America.” 

Lowery visited the school 
after connecting with educa-
tors who heard her speak at 
the Jane Addams Peace As-
sociation last fall, where Low-
ery received the Jane Add-
ams Children’s Book Award 
for “Turning 15 on a Road to 
Freedom: My Story of the 1965 
Selma Voting Rights March.” 
The visual memoir was writ-
ten for young readers and was 
a school-wide read this year 
for students at Mary White 
Ovington.

During the visit, Low-
ery shared her experiences 
with a packed auditorium of 
more than 250 eighth-grad-
ers, and reviewed historical 
footage of the marches from 
the Library of Congress that 
showed Lowery. 

She also dropped by class-
rooms throughout the day 
where kids shared artwork, 

comic strips, and a project on 
activism that was inspired by 
Lowery’s book. 

It was a compelling visit 
that likely spurred future so-
cial justice leaders, said one 
educator. 

“It was absolutely power-
ful,” said school librarian Alla 
Umanskaya. “She showed the 
kids you can make a change 
even though you’re children. 
History really came to our 
school. That’s how it felt.”

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Fire Marshals are investi-
gating a blaze that started 
outside an E. 70th Street 
home in Bergen Beach in 
the middle of the night on 
April 8. 

Flames erupted outside 
the fi rst fl oor of the home 
between Avenues U and V 
at about 4:45 am, and 60 fi re-
fi ghters had the fi re under 
control by 5:18 am, a fi re de-
partment spokesman said.

There were no injuries, 
the spokesman said. 

Fire erupts in 
Bergen Beach 

BURNED: A blaze broke out in 
an E. 70th Street home in Ber-
gen Beach on April 8.  
 Photo by Mark Mellone

INSPIRING FIGURE: Lynda Blackmon Lowery, the youngest participant 
to march from Selma to Montgomery, Ala., with Martin Luther King Jr., 
shared her story with students at Mary White Ovington elementary and 
middle school in Bay Ridge on March 27.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Still fi ghting 
for justice 

Civil rights marcher inspires 
Syrian refugee students 

POWERFUL MOMENT: Lowery’s 
talk moved educators to tears.
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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By Caroline Spivack

Take a deep drink of sideshow his-
tory!

Some of history’s greatest sword 
swallowers, fire eaters, and sideshow odd-
balls will finally receive their due next 
weekend at the Sideshow Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony in Coney Island. At 
the event, which kicks off the 10th annual 
“Congress of Curious Peoples” festival run-
ning April 21–30 at various Coney ven-
ues, audience members and aficionados 
will drunkenly deliberate on which curi-
ous characters will be immortalized in the 
Sideshow Hall of Fame. The crowd will also 
get a thorough education on some of the 
world’s premiere oddities, but they might 
not remember the details the next morning, 
said one organizer.

“It’s like the show ‘Drunk History,’ ” 
said Dick Zigun, who runs Coney Island 

USA. “We take it very seriously. People are 
extremely knowledgeable, but by the end of 
the night people are stinking drunk — it’s 
good fun.”

The Sideshow Hall of Fame has five 
categories: Born Different, Self Inflicted 
(those who alter their body with tattoos 
or piercings, for instance), Working Acts 
(sideshow performers such as knife throw-
ers and sword swallowers), Show Folk (the 
producers and talent behind the sideshow) 
and Attractions, bizarre non-living items 
that drew visitors, such as electric chairs, 
blade boxes, and the fake medicine of snake 
oil salesmen.

This year’s Born Different nominees are 
the Doll Family — a quartet of dwarfs who 
dazzled with song and dance routines — 
versus Martin Laurello, the “Human Owl” 
who could twist his noggin 180 degrees. 
Each of this year’s nominees worked with 

the Ringling Brothers at some point in their 
career, as a nod to the recent closing of the 
brothers’ circus, said Zigun. 

Two nominees will duke it out in each 
category, and panelists will try to sway the 
audience in favor of their sideshow sensa-
tion. After the advocates have made their 
pitches, the crowd puts it to a vote. 

Each winner will receive a celebratory 
toast while the crowd chants “Gooble gob-
ble, we accept you! One of us, one of us!” 
— loosely quoting the 1932 film “Freaks.” 
Voters then down their drinks in a single 
gulp — or as much as they can stomach — 
all in the name of academia.

“Remember, we’re seriously discussing 
people who can turn their heads backwards, 
swallow coins, people who’ve covered 
themselves in tattoos,” said Zigun. “But as 
the evening goes on the audience and the 
scholars get incredibly drunk.”

This year, the lucky few will be immor-
talized with a Sideshow Hall of Fame 
plaque mounted at the Freak Bar for all 
to see, which Zigun hopes will become a 
destination in and of itself.

“It will become a weirdo tourist attrac-
tion,” he said. “For 10 years, we’ve been 
holding this event and have not had an 
actual iconic, physical hall of fame. So this 
will give it a home.”

The 10-day Congress of Curious Peoples 
will also feature “Superfreak Weekend” on 
April 22–23, an extravaganza of exotic side-
show performers including Koko the Killer 
Clown, Dr. Claw, and Nati The Patchwork 
Girl, along with a slew of lectures and panel 
discussions on sideshow and circus culture.

Sideshow Hall of Fame induction cer-
emony at Coney Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney Island, www.
coneyisland.com). April 21 at 7 pm. $10.

Sideshow Hall of Fame honors carnie history

Super freaks!

The wall of fame: Sideshow 
impresario and Coney Island’s 
unofficial mayor Dick Zigun will 
unveil the Sideshow Hall of 
Fame plaque at the Congress of 
Curious Peoples opening event 
on April 21.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s game-on at the People’s 
Playground! 

Coney Island roared to life 
on April 9 with the opening of 
Luna Park and Deno’s Won-
der Wheel Amusement Park. 
Revelers enjoyed new rides 
and old favorites, and noshed 
on classic Coney fair to chris-
ten the start of the season. 
The opening weekend visit 
was a rite of passage for young 
Brooklynites, said one Sunset 
Parker who came out with his 
family for the festivities. 

“It’s a family tradition to 
come out here with the kids,” 
said Osorio Perez, who waited 
outside the gates of Luna Park 
with his two daughters an 
hour early to get fi rst crack 
at the rides. “My dad brought 
me here, his dad brought him 
here, now I bring my girls. You 
can’t be a Brooklyn kid and 
not love coming here — who 
needs Six Flags when you’ve 
got Coney Island?” 

The Cyclone took off on 
its fi rst run of the season af-
ter Borough President Ad-
ams smashed a customary 
egg cream over the coaster. 
And Wonder Wheel owners 
— brothers Dennis and Steve 
Vourderis — offi ciated the an-
nual “Blessing of the Rides,” 
before the fi rst 97 revelers 
took a free spin on the won-
drous wheel in honor of its 97 
glorious years.  

And the views were to die 
for on the balmy spring day, 

said one thrill seeker.
“It was a gorgeous sight up 

there,” said Coney Islander Jo-
seph Lipinski, who dangled in 
one of the ride’s swinging cars 
with his wife. “You could see 
all of Coney Island up there 
and even Staten Island. Clear 
blue skies as far as the eye can 
see.” 

Adrenaline junkies zipped 
on the  newly refurbished Cy-
clone  — which turns 90 this 
year — fought for survival in  a 
virtual reality zombie shooter , 
and took a literal spin on the 
 high-fl ying tilt-a-whirl, the 
Endeavor,  among other rides. 

Those who prefer their feet 
fi rmly planted on the ground 
explored Sodom by the Sea’s 
past at the Coney Island His-
tory Project, sampled egg 
creams, and sunk their teeth 
into  the original Feltman’s of 
Coney Island hot dogs  — which 
opened a kiosk as a preview to 
its Memorial Day grand open-
ing on Surf Avenue. 

Coney Island’s annual 
opening shindig is nothing 
short of magic, said one rev-
eler. 

“I come for the opening 
every year because it makes 
me feel like a kid again,” said 
Bensonhurster Rhoda Sotto. 
“There’s something magical 
about being here when it all 
gets going.”

A TRADITION OF FUN
Coney Island’s amusement district kicks off another season  

COASTER FORCE ONE: (Above) 
After Borough President Adams 
christened the coaster by smash-
ing an egg cream over the fi rst car, 
(right) he and Brooklyn’s bravest 
pols took the fi rst spin before the 
ride was opened up to the public.  
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They just can’t get enough!

A group of Cyclone diehards who 
were stranded on the Coney Island 
coaster after  it malfunctioned on 
opening day in 2015  have made a tra-
dition of lining up together each year 
to snag the fi rst seats of the season. 
Now being at the front of the queue 
is less about scoring the coveted fi rst 
ride, and more about reveling in their 
fanatical love for the Cyclone, said one 
thrill seeker. 

 “It’s no longer about who is number 
one,” said Bensonhurster David Zubin, 
who has come out for the coaster’s sea-
son opener for more than a decade and 
is one of the stalwarts who call them-
selves the Cyclone Seven. “It’s about the 
camaraderie. Ever since we got stuck 
up on there, we’ve tried to make it a tra-
dition of coming together.” 

 After getting stuck, the seven riders 
fi rst met up a week later to prove to crit-
ics that one bout of bad luck wouldn’t 
stop fans from coming out for the Cy-
clone.  Now the group, which has mem-
bers from Brooklyn, Long Island, and 
upstate New York, has begun meeting 
annually.

 This year, only four of the seven 
could make it on opening day. But that 

didn’t stop them from making the most 
of the morning by swapping Cyclone 
stories and ordering breakfast from a 
nearby iHop. 

The majority of the club’s mem-
bers staked out a spot at roughly 3 am 
— nine hours before the fi rst ride. One 
loyal fan even camped out starting at 9 
am the day before to ensure the pack’s 
place on the wooden throne.

It’s a tradition that commemorates 
the Cyclone’s role in riders’ lives as well 
as in history, said another Cyclone dis-
ciple. 

“I grew up with the Cyclone — took 
my fi rst ride when I was seven years 
old. I just love it,” said Erik Knapp, who 
is known as “Mr. Cyclone” for his dedi-
cation to scoring the fi rst spot in line. 
“And today we’re bombarded with all 
this technology, so I say, ‘Let’s take a 
step back and enjoy this thing that’s 
still going after 90 years — one of the 
world’s oldest roller coasters is in our 
backyard.’ ” 

In fact, it was Knapp’s enthusiasm 
that inspired one of the Cyclone Seven 
to come out for the fi rst day of the sea-
son back in 2015. 

“This guy got me hooked on this,” 
said Long Island resident Adam Mey-
ers, referring to Mr. Cyclone. “I saw 
him on TV doing this and it made me 
want to join him. Now I plan on doing 
this until I die.” 

For another rider, it’s about carry-
ing on the family torch.

“Eighty years ago, my grandmother 
was skipping class to ride the Cyclone. 
She was born and raised in Coney Is-
land, so my whole family grew up rid-
ing it,” said Diana Elsener, who em-
barked on a nearly three hour car trip 
from upstate New York to make it. “My 
cousin put it as being a way of carrying 
on the family tradition.”

‘Cyclone Seven’ return for 1st ride of the season

COASTER CREW: Four of the so-called “Cy-
clone Seven” camped out for the fi rst ride 
and bonded over their shared love of Coney. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

STILL NUMBER 1!: Cyclone diehard 
Erik Knapp, also known as “Mr. Cy-
clone,” was yet again fi rst in line to 
take a ride on Coney Island’s iconic 
coaster.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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Pols slam state for not sounding 
alarm over Gravesend oil spill

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Local offi cials slammed the state for 
not immediately alerting residents 
who fi sh and boat in Gravesend Bay 
that  an oil distributor spilled at least 
27,000 gallons of fuel into the inlet,  say-
ing the Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation is shafting Southern 
Brooklynites for consistently failing to 
warn people when the water is unsafe.

“Let me be clear, Gravesend Bay 
and Coney Island Creek are not some 
toilet bowl for government or for pri-
vate industry,” said Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D-Coney Island) at a press 
conference on April 7. “I fi nd it abso-
lutely outrageous and unbecoming 
of an agency named the Department 
of Environmental Conservation that 
they have failed on all fronts to protect 
the environment and public health of 
this area and have failed to properly 
notify this community.”

Bayside Fuel Oil Depot Corporation 
reported the spill to the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation 
at 4 am on March 30, within two hours 
of the accident, according to an agency 
spokeswoman. But the Department of 
Environmental Conservation only be-

gan notifying elected offi cials the fol-
lowing week — informing Treyger and 
the mayor’s offi ce on April 6 — and did 
not publicly announce the toxic spill 
to people who actually use the bay un-
til an April 7 press release about the 
clean-up.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
So who is responsible to notify you 
when thousands of gallons of oil spill 
on your local shore? The answer may 
surprise you.

State and federal agencies and offi -
cials are passing the buck on whose job 
it is to warn those who fi sh and boat in 
Gravesend Bay that  a local oil distribu-
tor spilled more than 27,000 gallons of 
fuel into the waterway on March 30.  
And more than a week after the acci-
dent, information is trickling in to resi-
dents as agencies tussle with the task.

Bayside Fuel Oil Depot Corporation 
duly reported the spill to the state De-
partment of Environmental Conserva-
tion on March 30 at 4 am — within two 
hours after the spill, as required by 
U.S. law — but the Department of En-
vironmental Conservation sat on the 
information for more than a week be-
fore notifying the mayor and Council-
man Mark Treyger on April 7.

By then, however, Treyger (D–Co-
ney Island) and other pols had already 
heard about the spill — not from the 
state, but from neighborhood environ-
mentalists who were alerted to the spill 
by whistleblowers at the Department of 
Environmental Conservation.

But a department spokeswoman 
said that it’s not the agency’s job to 

tell local offi cials and the public about 
incidents like the recent oil spill, and 
the department was just doing them 
a favor when it fi nally let them know 
about it more than a week later.

 “While State Environmental Con-
servation Law does not require notifi -
cation for fuel spills of this nature, fol-
lowing the March 30 spill at Bayside 
Oil Terminal, [Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation] went above 
the requirement and notifi ed vari-

Pass the muck! 
State and federal environmental agencies say 

it’s not their job to tell locals about oil spill

DEMANDING ANSWERS: Councilmember 
Mark Treyger led local pols in slamming the 
state Department of Environmental Con-
servation for not immediately notifying the 
community about an oil spill in Gravesend 
Bay at an April 7 press conference.    
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

BLOWING THE WHISTLE: Local environmen-
tal advocate Pamela Pettyjohn took it upon 
herself to alert the public and local offi cials 
about the oil spill in Gravesend Bay — and it’s 
a good thing too, since state and federal en-
vironmental agencies say it’s not their job to 
do it.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 14



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 14–20, 2017 5  B GBR

Announcing the  of . Where service and customer service is 

a priority. We are an independent, locally-owned retail establishment that provides pharmaceutical 

services to the general public as well as  to our beautiful neighborhood

We Gladly Accept EBT
Small Appliances  Solgar Vitamins Maxihealth Vitamins 

 Daily Weekly & Monthly, House Charges Welcomed  Most Insurances Excepted including Medicare Part-D 
Largest selection of vitamins at everyday low prices. 

We offer one stop shopping from your basic grocery items to cosmetics, housewares, and household items.

NO MINIMUM 
REQUIRED

 

MICHAEL F. KANZER
& ASSOCIATES P.C.

OVER 28 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Protect your assets by proper 
Estate Planning

 Trusts  Wills  Power of Attorneys
 Health Care Proxy’s  Living Wills

SIMPLE WILL - $299
Additional Services:

 Real Estate  Bankruptcy  Divorce

718-769-7200
WWW.KANZERLAW.COM

Please Note New Address

2214 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY 11234
Corner Avenue U, near Kings Plaza

Attorney Advertisment

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 14–20, 20176    B GM BR

HAPPY EASTER
from your friends at 3 Guys

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.
FACEBOOK.COM/3GUYSFROMBROOKLYN
TWITTER.COM/3GUYSFROMBKLYN

718-748-8340 • 6502 Ft Hamilton Pkwy
www.3GuysFromBrooklyn.com

CALL FOR IN-STORE PICKUP MON-FRI: Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

EBT

24/7

SALE STARTS WED APRIL 12TH, 7AM ENDS MON APRIL 17TH, 7PM

1.29
TOMATOES

ON THE VINE

HARD RIPE

ORANGE JUICE

2.99
K 59oz

MANGOES
DRIP-N-HONEY

4.99
BOX OF 12

CLEMENTINES
SEEDLESS

2.99
3 LB BAG

GREEN SQUASH
EXTRA FANCY

69
EXTRA LARGE EGGS

THREE GUYS

99DOZEN

RED PEPPERS
EXTRA LARGE

89 9 1.99
NAVEL ORANGES

SEEDLESS
CALIFORNIA

FULL LINE

2.99

2 5
HONEYDEWS

JUMBO

IDAHO POTATOES

1.39
REAL

5lb
bag 2.992.99

1LB 2LB

REGULAR AND PART SKIM
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Chag Pesach Sameach! 

About a hundred seniors 
enjoyed matzoh and music 
during a model Seder to cel-
ebrate Passover at the Jewish 
Association Serving the Ag-
ing in Manhattan Beach on 
April 6. Guests couldn’t have 
asked for a better feast over 
which to tell the story of the 
Israelites’ escape from ancient 
Egypt, said one Manhattan 
Beacher who has attended for 
the past few years. 

“It was fabulous. I have 
been there several times but 
this was the best. The food 
was extraordinary, the enter-
tainment was excellent,” said 

Dorothy Chizzik. “It was just 
lovely. I was honored to be 
there.”

The center hosts the an-
nual special Seder for seniors 
as a way to bring the tradi-
tional meal to those who may 
not otherwise have an oppor-
tunity to celebrate. And with 
it comes musical entertain-
ment, dancing, and delicious 
food, said Chizzik.

“The food was superb — got 
a whole chicken stuffed with 
matzoh and carrots mixed 
with pineapple,” she said. “It 
was just excellent, and pota-
toes — beautiful, brown pota-
toes.”

Queens Rabbi Yossi Men-

delson has joined the seniors 
for the past three years, and 
each time fi nds more mean-
ingful ways to connect the 
story of Passover to today, he 
said. 

“The JASA Model Seder is 
the highlight of my spiritual 
Passover preparations,” said 
Mendelson. “Singing Passover 
songs, discussing the story of 
our slavery and exodus with 
such a diverse group of peo-
ple, many of whom struggle 
with issues of access, mobil-
ity and independence — all 
issues that relate to Passover  
— really challenges me to fi nd 
new relevance to this ancient 
story.”

A special Seder for seniors

HAVA NAGILAH!: (Far left) William David Binn and Department of Aging’s 
outreach director Charise Lawrence enjoy the Jewish Association Serv-
ing the Aging’s Model Seder on April 6. (Center) Rabbi Yossi Mendelson 
dances with a senior. (Above) Dorothy Chizzik lights the candles.   
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto 
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MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

Specializing in Periodontics, Implant Dentistry, and Lasers

Surgical procedure: $8,000 per arch if you have adequate bone. 
Guided surgery involves less invasive surgery and minimal postoperative discomfort 
Restorative procedure: starting at $8,000
Procedure is non-invasive and the restoration is life like 

Your smile and confi dence restored!!
$350 for scan and consultation to determine if you are a candidate 

Bone augmentation may be needed prior to implant placement additional costs apply
Must have existing dentures at consultation visit for scan and planning to be accurate

ALL–ON–FOUR
Cat scan exam and guided surgical procedure 

©Nobel Biocare Services AG
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Bad hayfever
A robber stole a trash bag full of 

allergy medication at a Kings High-
way pharmacy on April 7.

The sniffl y crook walked into the 
store near Utica Avenue around 4:20 
am and started fi lling a garbage bag 
with $6,575 worth of antihistamines, 
then fl ed, according to police. 

Cops say they identifi ed the thief 
from the store’s video surveillance. 

Gassed up
Police arrested a man for refus-

ing to leave a Flatbush Avenue gas 
station on April 7. 

An attendant at the station near 
Fillmore Avenue told cops that 
around 8:43 pm he noticed the man 
trying to fi x his car and felt what he 
was doing was too dangerous, so he 
told him to leave, said cops. 

When he didn’t scram, police ar-
rived and attempted to arrest the 
man, who they say became unruly. 
A search of the suspect’s informa-
tion revealed that he was in posses-
sion of 42 forged credit cards, one of 
which was used to purchase gas at 
the station, according to the report.

Smash and dash
Crooks smashed their way into 

cars and stole gadgets and other 
items. Here’s the rundown:

• A scoundrel shattered the pas-
senger-side window of a car parked 
on Avenue H sometime overnight 
on April 8.

The owner told cops she re-
turned to her vehicle near E. 45th 
Street around 7 am and discovered 
the broken window and her laptop, 
electronic tablet, and some clothing 
gone, according to the report.

• A prowler cracked the window 
of a vehicle parked on Flatbush Ave-
nue sometime overnight on April 7.

The victim told police that he 
parked his ride near E. 35th Street 
around 6 pm and the next day his 
window gone, an electronic tablet, 
several identifi cation cards, and a 
credit card. — Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Close call
Three villains mugged a woman 

at knifepoint on 79th Street on April 
3.

The woman told police she was 
walking between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues at 10:30 pm when three men 
surrounded her. One man snatched 
the woman’s necklace and purse 
as another pressed a knife to her 
throat, according to a police report. 

The trio fl ed in a black car to-
ward Sixth Avenue, offi cials said. 

Big haul
A man stole more than $1,000 

worth of cosmetics from a Third Av-
enue department store on April 3.

A worker at the store between 
93rd and 94th streets confronted the 
thief at 10:30 am and the pair strug-
gled as the man tried to fl ee, accord-
ing to a police report. But the bad-
die managed to escape with his loot, 
police said. 

Bad move
An opportunist stole boxes of 

clothing while a man was moving 
into his Ovington Avenue apart-
ment on March 23.

Family and friends helped the 
man move into his new place be-
tween Sixth and Seventh avenues, 
said police. 

But it wasn’t until more than a 
week later, on April 2, that the man 
noticed several items missing and 
he reported the theft offi cials noted.

High-end heist 
A burglar busted into a woman’s 

Mackay Place apartment on March 
24 and made off with more than 
$7,000 worth of goods.

The woman told police she left 
her abode between Narrows Avenue 
and Colonial Road earlier that day. 
But when she arrived home at 3 pm 
she discovered someone had broke 
into her home and made off with 
jewels, electronics, and other items, 
according to a police report.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Cabbage combat
A bozo bashed a man with a bag 

of garbage on 20th Avenue on March 
29.

The man was perusing the aisles 
of a bodega between 85th and 86th 
streets at 4:30 pm when the pair 
bumped into each other and began 
arguing about the Korean veggie 
dish kimchi, according to police. 

Clearly unsatisfi ed with the 
man’s feelings about the fermented 
vegetables, the veggie villain 
grabbed a nearby garbage bag and 
smashed the man in the face, caus-
ing cuts and bleeding, said offi cials.

Emergency responders removed 
the 62-year-old victim to Maimo-
nides Hospital, authorities said.

Took the car door
A goon ran off with a door from a 

vehicle on Avenue S on April 2.
The car’s owner told police he 

parked his ride between W. Third 
and Van Sicklen streets the evening 
of April 1. But when he arrived at 8 
pm the next day, he discovered a lock 
on the driver’s-side door busted, a 
missing center console, and the pas-
senger’s-side door completely gone, 
according to a police report.

Police impersonators
Two hucksters pulled a man’s car 

over on Ridge Parkway on March 27 
pretending to be police, and robbed 
him.

The victim told police he was 
driving home between 19th and 
20th avenues at 4 am when he was 
pulled over by two men claiming 
to be offi cers. The louts forced him 
from his car and pushed him into 
the lobby of an apartment building 
where they snatched $66 from his 
pockets, according to a police re-
port. The pair released the victim 
and said he would receive a desk 
appearance ticket in the mail two 
weeks later for the incident, au-
thorities said.

The victim reported the robbery 
on April 6 after he returned home 
from vacation, said police.

Three on one
Three teens mugged a woman on 

Bay 31st Street on April 3.
The woman told police she was 

walking between Benson and Bath 
avenues at 7:30 pm when the three 
kids began following her. One of the 
cads punched her in the face and 
snatched her purse with the help of 
his buddies, said police. 

The nogoodniks high-tailed it 
out of there before police could ar-
rive, offi cials said.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Safe cracker
A crafty thief ransacked a safe 

stuffed with cash at an Ocean Park-
way eatery on April 3.

The restaurant’s owner told po-
lice his daughter deposited the 
night shift money at 8 am on April 
2 and noticed nothing amiss in the 
safe. But when the owner opened 
the vault on April 3 at 7:30 am, he 
discovered $2,830 was missing, ac-
cording to a police report. 

Other than the owner and his 
daughter, two other employees 

know the combination to the safe, 
offi cials noted. 

Bait and switch
A huckster stole a woman’s iP-

hone 6 after pretending he would 
sell her an iPhone 7 on Neptune Av-
enue on April 6.

The woman told police that she 
responded to a man’s online add to 
buy the fancy phone. But when the 
pair met between Brighton Fourth 
Street and Brighton Sixth Street at 
11 pm, the man grabbed the wom-
an’s iPhone 6 and jumped into a 
gray mini-van that sped off, accord-
ing to a police report.

— Caroline Spivack

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Hungry hungry thief 
A punk stole a chicken sandwich 

from a Coney Island Avenue bagel 
store on April 6, police said. 

The employee told police the bad-
die ordered the sandwich from the 
bodega near Avenue Z at 5 am, but 
then said he didn’t have enough 
money to pay for it. Instead, the 
jerk grabbed the sandwich from the 
counter and sat down in the front of 
the store, offi cials said. 

When the worker took the sand-
wich back and asked if the man was 
going to pay for it, the malefactor 
punched the employee in the face 
and neck and ran out of the store 
with the sandwich and bottle of iced 
tea, according to authorities. 

Two-man job 
Two crooks stole thousands of dol-

lars worth of cellphones from an Av-
enue U store on April 3, police said.

One of the crooks distracted an 
employee in the store near Ocean 
Avenue while the other rummaged 
through a back room, grabbing 
$17,500 worth of phones and putting 
them in a black laundry bag at about 
10:30 am, according to authorities. 

The worker tried to keep the 
jerks in the store by pushing the 
door closed, but one of the punks 
overpowered him and they both fl ed 
in a black Jeep Grand Cherokee, of-
fi cials said.             

Playground bully
Cops cuffed a 21-year-old man 

for allegedly socking his 16-year-old 
friend in the face and stealing his 
phone in a Homecrest Avenue play-
ground on April 7.

The suspect punched the teen, 
causing swelling on his left cheek, 
in the playground near Shore Park-
way at about 6:30 pm, according 
to authorities. The suspect also 
grabbed the teen’s cellphone, which 
had fallen out of his pocket, along 
with $10 cash, offi cials said.

— Julianne Cuba
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes
NIEBERG MIDWOOD CHAPEL, INC 

has relocated to
60 Brighton 11th Street, Brooklyn, NY 

(1 Block from Emmons Avenue)

Our telephone number remains the same

718-377-2700

Still owned and operated 
by the Nieberg Family
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LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15 000

$15,000

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

South-Brooklyn pols to 
MTA: Restore F express 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
What do they want? “F train!” When do 
they want it? “Express!”

Southern Brooklyn pols stressed 
the need for express F-train service to 
speed up commutes for far-fl ung users 
of the line at a Coney Island press con-
ference on April 10. The Metropolitan 
Transit Authority says it plans to roll 
out the orange bullet between Church 
Avenue and Jay Street this fall, but 
doubtful pols demanded the authority 
stick to its word. 

“Our message is very simple, yes to 
the F express,” said Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island), announc-
ing a new campaign advocating for ex-
press service called fastercommute.
nyc. “We’re not asking for some pie-
in-the-sky street car on Surf Avenue. 
We’re asking for something very tan-
gible, very realistic, and something 
that is fair to this community.” 

The transit authority plans for half 
the line’s trains to skip all Manhattan-
bound stops between Church Avenue 
and Jay Street — except for Seventh 
Avenue — during the morning and 
evening rush. The rejiggering would 
make the commute to the distant isle 
of Manhattan a bit more livable by 
shaving more than seven minutes off 
Southern Brooklynites’ trip, while 
adding up to fi ve minutes to straphang-
ers commutes in the Brownstone area, 
 according to an agency study . 

 Downtown leaders who originally 
supported the plan rebuffed  it af-
ter learning express service would 
cut rush-hour F-trains in half at six 
Brownstone stops.  

But  Southern Brooklynites say that 
Downtown yuppies are just being self-
ish , and ignoring the isolation of tran-
sit-starved residents and businesses 
below the borough’s proverbial Mason-
Dixon line, said one Coney Island res-
taurateur.

 “People in other neighborhoods 
and Manhattan have so many more 
transportation options than we do,” 
said Nino Russo, the owner of Coney’s 

famed Gargiulo’s Restaurant. “A lot 
of my patrons come from Manhattan 
and it’s frustrating for me when I hear 
my customers complaining about how 
long it took to get to here. Why don’t 
we have more options like everyone 
else?” 

Launching the orange bullet is the 
equitable solution, said another pol. 

“We can’t get to school, we can’t 
get to work, we can’t get better jobs 
because we don’t have mass transit,” 
said Councilman David Greenfi eld (D-
Borough Park). “The right thing to do 
is to bring back the F express like the 
[Metropolitan Transit Authority] said 
it would a year ago.” 

F-URIOUS: Councilman Mark Treyger de-
manded Coney Islanders get an express F 
train.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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When you want the best taste and the highest quality,
our premium meats are as fresh as it gets. 

Hours: Monday – Saturday 9am – 8pm, Sunday 9am – 6pm   
                                              We deliver anywhere in Brooklyn

This Week’s Special 

CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS 

79C lb. 

    ATLAS
MEAT MARKET

387 Ave. X (Between E. 1st & 2nd) 
347-915-2000
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more lucrative job in the private sec-
tor as one of the heads of Sheepshead 
Bay pharmaceutical company Qual-
ity Laboratory Services . 

Prosecutors charged Brook-Krasny 
with allegedly using his position at 
the fi rm to order unnecessary lab 
tests and alter tested urine samples in 
one of the indicted doctor’s clinics. 

Brook-Krasny “systematically de-
leted” records of patients’ urine that 
tested positive for alcohol — which 
would have prevented them from re-
ceiving opioid painkillers — so that 
they could continue to receive the 
narcotics, despite medical advice that 

mixing the drug with alcohol could 
lead to overdose, according to the 
prosecutor’s offi ce. 

The defendants were arrested on 
the morning of April 7 and arraign-
ments were set to take place later that 
afternoon in Manhattan Supreme 
Court.

Prosecutors said that Brook-
Krasny is currently out of the coun-
try, and was not swept up in Friday’s 
dragnet. 

Brook-Krasny is being defended 
by attorneys Connor Dolgon and Al-
fredo Mendez of Abrams Fensterman 
— the same fi rm as Brooklyn Demo-
cratic Party Boss Frank Seddio’s for-
mer partner Frank Carone. Dolgon 
and Mendez could not immediately be 
reached for comment.

tion will present the proposed lines by 
September 2017, and within 45 days, 
District 22’s Community Education 
Council will vote on it. But until then, 
offi cials are eager to hear parents’ 
feedback, said council president Doro-
thy Crawford.

“We’re encouraging all parents in-
volved in those four schools to come 
out and voice their opinion,” she said. 
“Once they come back to us next time, 
they will have a proposal.”

Contact the Department of Educa-
tion with questions, concerns, or feed-
back at BrooklynZoning@schools.
nyc.gov, JBove@schools.nyc.gov, or 
cec22@schools.nyc.gov or at (718) 968–
6428. 
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JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International    
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141
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ous local elected offi cials mul-
tiple times to inform them of 
the state’s response and over-
sight of the incident,” said Erica 
Ringewald.

Not all local elected offi cials 
were being kept in the dark, 
however.

Rep. Dan Donovan (R–Bay 
Ridge) got a head’s up about the 
spill from the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency the 
day it happened.

But because the notice was 
designated “For Offi cial Use 
Only,” it wasn’t Donovan’s job 
either to let his constituents in 
on the news, according to his di-
rector of communications.

“It’s not our role, and it’d 
be improper for us to tell oth-
ers what the agency feels is not 
ready to be released publicly,” 
said Patrick Ryan, contending 
the notice was intended for in-
ternal communication and not 
for public release. “The expec-
tation that a federal representa-
tive be responsible for the notifi -
cation process of a state agency 
is just misguided.”

Donovan was exclusively 
notifi ed by the Environmental 
Protection Agency because he 
is the local congressman, ac-
cording to a spokesman for the 

agency. But that’s the only per-
son the agency planned to tell, 
because it’s not the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s job 
either to alert the public when 
thousands of gallons of toxic 
fuel spill into a public water-
way, he said.

That jobs falls to the state 
and the U.S. Coast Guard, said 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency spokesman.

“[Environmental Protection 
Agency] did not perform notifi -
cations for this response,” said 
agency spokesman Elias Rodri-
guez. “[The state Department of 
Environmental Conservation] 
and the [U.S. Coast Guard] were 
the lead agencies. [The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s] 
role in this spill was to provide 
technical assistance in support 
of the [U.S. Coast Guard] and 
[state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation].”

The Coast Guard could not 
be reached for comment.

In light of the local outrage 
over the spill and lack of com-
munication, Donovan penned 
a letter to the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s regional 
offi ce expressing the commu-
nity’s concerns and looking for 
ways to improve the agency’s 
notifi cation procedures.

“I write to inquire about 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s processes and pro-
tocols for public notifi cations 
of incidents like last week’s 
Gravesend oil spill,” Donovan 
wrote in a letter to the agency. 
“Local stakeholders have ex-
pressed concerns that the pub-
lic did not receive timely infor-
mation about the response and 
cleanup effort.”

But the number of agencies 
unwilling to step up to the plate 
and notify locals about such 
incidents is inexcusable, and 
points to a lack of respect for 
the area, said one local environ-
mental advocate.

“It’s not even a common 
courtesy — when you see some-
thing, say something,” said Pa-
mela Pettyjohn. “Let people 
know, especially when it could 
result in an adverse reaction to 
people and the marine life. It’s 
certainly not my job to tell peo-
ple, but I do it anyway, because I 
care about the people here.”

Pols fi nd the delay in 
communication particu-
larly upsetting after city 
and state offi cials met 
with the community last 
November and apologized 
for failing to alert locals 
that a Gravesend apart-
ment complex was dump-
ing 200,000 gallons of raw 
sewage per day into Coney 
Island Creek — possibly 
for years — until after it 
was made public by envi-
ronmental advocates who 
leaked e-mails to this pa-
per.

“We should not fi nd out 
by accident about an acci-
dent,” said Borough Presi-
dent Adams, referring to 
whistleblowers inside the 
state agency leaking news 
of the oil spill to environ-
mental advocates and city 
offi cials. “Community 
residents, blogs, emails, 
tweets, voicemail — that 
is not the form of commu-
nication and transparency 
that should be used in gov-
ernment and it is unac-
ceptable.”

Public Advocate Letitia 
James called on the New 
York attorney general and 

the district attorney to in-
vestigate the spill as well 
as the notifi cation process. 
And Comptroller Scott 
Stringer also plans to re-
view the state’s procedures 
for notifying the public, for 
clean-up efforts, and for 
holding Bayside Oil ac-
countable for the spill.

So far, more than 5,000 
gallons of oil have been re-
moved from the bay as part 
of clean-up efforts. The 
state’s investigation of the 
spill is ongoing, but Bay-
side Oil could face $62,000 
in fi nes per day per viola-
tion under State Environ-
mental Conservation Law 
and New York Navigation 
Law, according to a De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Conservation spokes-
woman.

The agency did not re-
spond to questions about 
why locals were not told 
about the spill sooner, but 
said it aims to aggressively 
pursue Bayside Oil for 
the damage done, said the 
commissioner of the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Conservation.

“The state is thoroughly 
investigating this incident 
and will ensure these pol-
luters are held account-
able,” said Basil Seggos.

Continued from page 4 

MUCK
Continued from page 4 

STATE

FULL WORK LOAD: Workers with 
Miller Environmental Group hauled 
dozens of stuffed trash bags from 
the site of the spill that sent 27,000 
gallons of oil into Gravesend Bay.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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PASTARIA

717 86th Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade
pasta & grandma-style piz za

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

Happy
Easter
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New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

We will be serving a specialpre fi xed menuNow acceptingreservations

Happy 
Easter!

BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
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24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

BY JULIANNE CUBA
D-saster avoided! 

D II, a beloved Coney Island depart-
ment store, will have a permanent 
home on Neptune Avenue when con-
struction is complete on a new, seven-
story retail building coming soon to 
replace the Trump Village Shopping 
Center in Brighton Beach.

The announcement was welcome 
news to residents of neighboring 
Trump Village, such as Helen Coop-
erman, who feared they would  no lon-
ger have a go-to store where they could 
pick up basic necessities .

“It’s good news because we could 
use a store like that in the neighbor-
hood, and [developers] kept saying 
they would put in fancy stores,” said 
Cooperman. 

Developer Cammeby’s Interna-
tional plans to build a 41-story residen-
tial tower and the retail building in 
place of the nearly shuttered shopping 
plaza at the corner of Neptune Avenue 
and W. Fifth Street, but fi rst National 
Grid must haul off enough toxic dirt 
to fi ll more than two Olympic pools to 
clean up pollution left behind by a for-
mer manufactured-gas plant.

Dee II owner Morris Dweck wor-
ried the construction and remediation 
work would hurt his business by cut-
ting off a vital back alleyway used to 
transport goods to and from the store, 
but Cammeby’s promised to give him 
access. He predicted the store shouldn’t 
have to close for any long period dur-
ing the construction process, and that 
the move from its current Neptune Av-
enue location into its new home on the 
third fl oor of the retail hub on Sheep-
shead Bay Road between W. Sixth and 
W. Eighth streets should be smooth.

  “There should be no interruption; 
we’ll close one store, open the next 
one in the next day or two. That’s the 
plan,” he said. “We’re hopeful that ev-
erything will work out.” 

Cammeby’s International owner 
Rubin Schron also recently signed 
leases in the building for banks — Cap-
ital One and Apple Bank — that are 
currently doing business out of trail-
ers nearby. 

A  nd — to the excitement of many lo-
cals — CVS Pharmacy has also signed 
a lease to move into Neptune/Sixth, ac-
cording to Cammeby’s International. 
Construction on the seven-story retail 

and commercial building has already 
begun, and is expected to be completed 
by the fall. Once that’s done, workers 
will start erecting the 41-story tower, a 
spokesman for the developer said.

  The remediation work hasn’t be-

gun, but National Grid has started 
clearing the site to clean up ground-
water contamination, which will be-
gin the week of April 10, according to 
a spokesman from the Department of 
Environmental Conservation.

STAYIN’ ALIVE: The beloved D II department store will be staying as a permanent part of 
the new retail building set to replace Trump Village Shopping Center.  Photo by Jon Farina

Staying open for business! 
Local department store signs lease in new Cammeby’s retail hub 
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MAX

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A man stripped and 
wandered the streets of 
Bay Ridge in the buff on 
April 4. 

Stunned Ridgities 
watched in amazement 
as the naked man, who 
appeared to be on some 
sort of drug according to 
witnesses, strolled along 
Third Avenue near 73rd 
Street in his birthday 
suit. 

“I was walking to a 
bodega and I had to dou-
ble take,” said Lisa Tor-
res, who lives on Colo-
nial Road, a block over 
from where the incident 
occurred. “I couldn’t be-
lieve that he was butt 
naked. He looked really 
out of it — like he may 
have been on something. 
He clearly wasn’t in his 
right mind.” 

And this isn’t the 
nudist’s fi rst run-in with 
trouble in the nabe. Two 
days prior, the man was 
spotted — clothed — ha-
rassing a young girl in a 
McDonald’s on the cor-
ner of 73rd Street, said a 
local who recognized the 
nude man’s mug. 

“I immediately rec-
ognized him when I saw 
the photo,” said Dyker 
Heights resident Justin 
Adore. “I watched him 
pull up a chair to a little 
girl in McDonald’s and 
then he started whisper-
ing things to her — she 
looked really uncom-
fortable. It was just very 
sketchy.” 

In that incident, 
Adore confronted the 
man, who quickly fl ed 

the fast food joint, and 
then Adore waited with 
the girl until her sister 
returned from a nearby 
Rite Aid. And Adore 
has actually had run-
ins with the same man 
before when working at 
the Third Avenue Star-
bucks near Bay Ridge 
Parkway. 

“I used to always see 
him go into the bath-
room,” said Adore. “He 
would stay in there for 
hours. I think we was 
shooting up so many 
drugs that he would fall 
asleep in there. We’d 
have to bang on the door 
to get him to leave. So I 
defi nitely knew who he 
was.” 

Bay Ridge is no 
stranger to addled 
streakers. In 2011, less 
than 10 blocks up the av-
enue,  a stark naked lady 
ransacked a Chinese 
restaurant, then ran out 
into the street and began 
dancing, halted traffi c, 
and drew hundreds of 
gawking Ridgites  before 
the police hauled her 
away. 

Police eventually ar-
rived on the scene and 
cuffed the man last week, 
likely taking him to a lo-
cal hospital, said a police 
spokesman. 

“He’d have to be 
cuffed to be securely 
transported for his own 
safety and for the pub-
lics,” said Detective Mar-
tin Speechley. “He was 
probably transferred to 
a hospital because nor-
mal people don’t walk 
around naked.”

Naked man strolls 
through Bay Ridge 

NAKED JUSTICE: Police cuffed the man for his own safety 
and others to transport him to a local hospital after he 
wandered Bay Ridge in the buff. Instagram
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The Fontbonne Hall 
Academy Fine and 
Practical Arts Depart-
ment is pleased to an-
nounce its partnership 
with the Bay Ridge 
Storefront Art Walk 
(SAW).  The partner-
ship will enhance Font-
bonne’s Visual Arts 
program by providing 
students with the op-
portunity to showcase 
their artistic talents 
within the Bay Ridge 
community, working 
alongside emerging 
and mid-career Brook-
lyn artists. 

The Bay Ridge SAW 
provides a nontradi-
tional outlet for artists 
to create site-specific 
installations in store-
front settings. Artists 
work with a variety of 
visual media to pres-
ent individual art proj-
ects in storefront win-
dows.  The 8th Annual 
Bay Ridge SAW will 

take place from May 13 
through June 24, 2017. 
The event will feature 
artwork as varied as 
the participating busi-
nesses along 5th Ave-
nue in Bay Ridge.

Participating art-
ists are selected by a 
panel of curators, arts 
administrators, and 
artists. Several Font-
bonne students submit-
ted proposals this year, 
and the panel selected 
Fontbonne senior Lau-
ren Silverman’s work 
for inclusion in the 2017 
Bay Ridge SAW. Lau-
ren’s project will focus 
on the ever-changing 
nature of human com-
munication. Lauren 
is not only an impres-
sive artist, but also an 
accomplished student.  
She plans to attend the 
Macaulay Honors Col-
lege at the College of 
Staten Island in Sep-
tember.

To celebrate Lau-
ren’s achievement, 
Fontbonne invites 
members of the commu-
nity to come out on May 
13th for the Storefront 
Art Walk and also join 
the Fontbonne commu-
nity at the school’s An-
nual Art Show. The Art 
Show will feature the 
work of Fontbonne stu-
dents in all grades and 
will be held from 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. at Fontbonne 
Hall Academy, 9901 
Shore Road, Brooklyn, 
New York.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Fontbonne senior joins 2017 
Bay Ridge Storefront Art Walk

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bridge Pharmacy joins Brooklyn effort 
to support the March of Dimes

John Quaglione, the 
Co-Chair of the Brook-
lyn Committee of the 
March of Dimes, today is 
announcing that Bridge 
Pharmacy has become 
an official partner in the 
“March for Babies Pin-
Up Campaign,” and is 
encouraging local resi-
dents to stop by the store 
and purchase a card to 
hang on the store wall 
with a donation of a $1 
or more.

Bridge Pharmacy 
is partnering to raise 
funds to support Team 
Natalie Grace, currently 
getting ready to walk 
for the fifth consecutive 
year in the NYC March 
for Babies event set for 
April 30. The donations 
received from store cus-
tomers will go to sup-
port the vital work of he 
March of Dimes to help 
end premature births, 
the No. 1 killer of babies 
in the United States. 
From polio to prematu-
rity, the March of Dimes 
has focused on research-
ing the problems that 

threaten our children 
and finding ways to pre-
vent them.

“It means a lot to me 
to have Bridge Phar-
macy supporting our 
fundraising efforts that 
supports the March of 
Dimes. Since Natalie 
was born two months 
premature, Bridge Phar-
macy has been there for 
my family to make sure 
that she was given a 
great start at life. Today, 
our neighborhood phar-
macy has stepped up to 
the plate and continues 
to support children and 
families. So stop by the 
store, shop, and make a 
donation to the March 
of Dimes. I thank Ma-
ria, Steve, and the entire 
Bridge Pharmacy staff 
for their commitment 
to the March for Babies, 
and to Team Natalie 
Grace,” said Quaglione.

Maria Georgakopou-
los, co-owner and phar-
macist at Bridge Phar-
macy, stated, “As per 
Winnie the Pooh, some-
times the littlest things 

in life take up the most 
room in your heart.”

Bridge Pharmacy 
is located at 8912 Third 
Ave. and is owned and 
operated by Stephen Ci-
lento and Maria Georga-
kopoulos.

BY COLIN MIXSON
At least it wasn’t one of 

those  chuds .
Investigators with the 78th 

Precinct found a caiman — a 
smaller, close cousin of the al-
ligator — lurking in the Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens home of 
an alleged crack dealer during 
a raid on April 5. 

When investigators in-
vaded the 41-year-old sus-
pect’s E. 21st Street home be-
tween Woodruff and Caton 
avenues at 6:20 am, offi cers 
say they discovered and took 
a few snapshots of the reptile 

inside a large tank in the liv-
ing room.

Outside the tank, detectives 
say they discovered a rock of 
crack weighing in at an im-
pressive 15 grams, and at least 
one offi cer spotted the sus-
pect tossing a semi-automatic 
pistol out the window, which 
was later recovered and found 
loaded with seven .380 rounds, 
court documents show.

The man was charged with 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance and of a 
loaded fi rearm, in addition to 
owning a prohibited wild ani-

mal, cops said.
Police handed the creature 

off to the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, according to a po-
lice source.

Alligators and alligator-
like creatures have long been 

rumored to live in city sew-
ers — an urban legend proven 
false by the movie  “C.H.U.D. ,” 
which proved that the deadly 
creatures lurking below were 
in fact cannibalistic human-
oid underground dwellers.

Or maybe it stood for some-

thing else.  Buy the DVD to 
fi nd out .

Some caimans can grow up 
to 16 feet in length, but most 
max out at a few inches short 
of fi ve feet. They are native to 
tropical regions in North and 
South America.

Police fi nd alligator-like animal in raid

Crack the code: In addition to (right) the caiman, police recovered (above) 
a 15-gram crack rock and a semi-automatic pistol from the April 5 raid. 
 NYPD
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ADVERTORIAL

Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. The 
following are a few tips each 
of those groups of travelers 
can employ to ensure the 
roads stay safe for every-
one.

Cyclists
same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit their 

for oncoming traffic or cy-
clists. You can be hit by a 
swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or horn 

presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

a child) if it is not designed 
to do so. Riding on the han-
dlebars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

or headphones while cycling. 
You want all of your senses 
to be available to avoid ac-
cidents.

drivers’ blind spots so you’ll 
be more visible.

injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped before 
crossing the road or step-

not pulled out into traffic.

-
destrians running to catch 
a bus or stepping out into 
traffic after exiting a bus. 
Remember, there will be 
another bus behind the one 
you’re chasing and safety is 
more important.

at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
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MIDWOOD 

Kudos to borough daughter Sarah 

Goldstein, a psychology major at State 
University of New York Purchase, for 
being awarded the 2017 Chancellor’s 
Award for student excellence. The 
honor was bestowed on April 5 at the 
Empire State Plaza in Albany, by uni-
versity chancellor Nancy Zimpher.

The honor is presented to students 
who have best demonstrated the in-
tegration of academic excellence 
with accomplishments in the areas 
of leadership, athletics, community 
service, creative and performing 
arts, campus involvement, or career 
achievement.

“It is my honor to celebrate the 
achievements of students who have 
surpassed SUNY’s highest standards 
of academic excellence and leadership 
both on and off campus,” Chancellor 
Zimpher said. “Every student recog-
nized today has demonstrated a strong 
commitment to their degree program, 
home campus, greater community, 
and much more.”

Sarah, who hails from Midwood, 
has been on the Dean’s List since her 
fi rst semester at college. She divides 
her time between serving as a teacher’s 
assistant for two upper-level classes, 
developing research experiments, and 
working at Footsteps, an organization 
in Manhattan that assists former ul-
tra-Orthodox Jews. As vice president 
of the Psychology Club, she has helped 
grow the budget and get more students 
engaged. She won the Outstanding Ju-
nior in Psychology award and became 
a mentor in bystander intervention, 
teaching incoming students how to re-
spond in crisis situations.

Standing O wishes Sarah good luck 
in her future studies.

FORT GREENE

It’s here!
Finally, it has arrived — the Long 

Island saving institution Gold Coast 

Bank will be swinging open its golden 
doors at the new Brooklyn location on 
April 14.

The branch is located in the ultra-
chic building The Giovanni, and 
promises to provide top-notch service 

to all its customers. 
So come on down, meet with Lava-

sia Peterson, branch manager, or as-
sistant manager H. Cesar Merilus, 
open an account, and see how far your 
money can grow.

Gold Coast Bank (176 Myrtle Ave. at 
Ashland Place in Fort Greene). 

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Save the date
Dr. Leonard Umanoff, a dentist 

with a heart of gold, is hosting his 
third annual Dentistry from the 

Heart charity event. He and his team 
of dedicated dental assistants will pro-

vide a full day of complimentary care 
to locals in the community. Proce-
dures include fi llings, extractions, and 
cleanings.

 “It is important for me to give back 
to the community that has so many 
wonderful patients,” said the doc. 

The offi ce will open at 10 am on 
April 19 and stay open until 5 pm. Dr. 
Umanoff will serve as many as possi-
ble. 

“Treatment will be on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis,” he said. 

Dr. Leonard Umanoff [2277 
Homecrest Ave. and Gravesend Neck 
Road in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 382–
3444].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BENSONHURST

Stop the presses — longtime 
president of the Bay Ridge Federal 

Credit Union Gene Brody stepped 
down on April 5 at the annual share-
holder’s meeting on April 5 and wel-
comed executive vice president An-

thony Grigos to the position. 
Elected offi cials, Bay Ridge com-

munity leaders, staff, and invited 
guests, including Helena Brody, 
Maria Grigos, realtor Basil Ca-

petanakis and wife Angelina, 
Judges Jerry Eisenberg and Matt 

D’Emic, attorney Robert Howe 
and wife Diana, and board director 
John Abi-Habib and wife Sonia, 
gathered at the Bay Ridge Manor 
to welcome in the new president. 

Administrative assistant Maria 

Rando explained that Brody has 
been with the neighborhood instit-
tion since 1987, adding, “when Gene 

took to the podium to announce 
the change of command and step 
down he said, ‘it’s time to pass the 
reins.’ ” 

“I watched with pride as Gene 
stepped back and Anthony, who 
has been with the union since 2013, 
stepped forward,” she added. “I 
am so honored and blessed to have 
worked with two such men of ster-
ling character and wish both men 
well.”

As Grigos accepted the honor he 
said, “You [Gene] are a role model 
and mentor to me and the entire 
credit union staff and it is with 
honor and great responsibility, I am 
eager to take this opportunity to the 
next level.”

Standing O wishes Mr. Brody a 
very happy retirement, and Mr. Gri-
gos a successful tenure.

Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union 
[1750 86th St. and 18th Avenue in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 680–2121].

Three cheers for SUNY student

You say goodbye, we say hello! 

MANHATTAN BEACH

Beyond green
Cheers to Kingsborough 

Community College alum and 
Class of 2016 chemistry major 

Kate Maziarz, who was recently 
featured in the Beyond Benign 

International Day of Women 

and Girls in Science cam-

paign. 
Beyond Benign is dedicated 

to providing future and current 
scientists, educators, and citizens 
with the tools to teach and learn 
about green chemistry to create a 
sustainable future.

Dr. Amy Cannon, executive 
director at Beyond Benign, had 
an opportunity to speak with 
Kate about her passion for sci-
ence, green chemistry, and sus-
tainability,  and discussed the 
importance of teaching green 
chemistry to college and high 
school students. Kate, who is now 
a junior at Mt. Holyoke College, 
responded, “If we do not start ed-
ucating chemistry students early 
on in science education, then we 
will never build a sustainable 
future. The most exciting part 
about learning green chemistry 
is the overall challenge.”

While at Kingsborough, Kate 
presented at several conferences 
with Professor Barcena, includ-
ing the City University of New 
York Research Scholars Program 
and the American Chemical So-
ciety, and also individually pre-
sented her work at a conference 
in Belgium — the only under-
graduate student to do so.

“Kate is one of the most in-
quisitive students I have taught,” 
said Prof. Barcena. “I am proud 
that she is one of Kingsborough’s 
success stories.” 

Kate was also the receipient of 
the 2016 Jack Kent Cooke Foun-

dation Undergraduate Trans-

fer Scholarship award, through 
which she received up to $40,000 
a year to complete her bachelor’s 
degree. Kate was Kingsborough’s 
fourth awardee in three years.

Standing O wishes Kate a very 
green future. 

Kingsborough Community 
College [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Quentin Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5000].

PASSING THE REINS: Outgoing president Gene Brody welcomes incoming president 
Anthony Grigos at the annual shareholder’s meeting of the Bay Ridge Credit Union. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto











COURIER LIFE, APRIL 14–20, 2017 25  B GM BR

Higher education institutions pledge 
dedication to student success

T
he future of higher 
education is often the 
subject of debate; what 
constitutes a valuable 

education for students con-
tinues to shift as student de-
mographics change. Recently, 
government regulators and 
other external stakeholders 
have been questioning the 
value of for-profit higher edu-
cation, specifically, citing for-
profit colleges and universi-
ties that have not upheld their 
commitment to students.

For-profit education orga-
nizations like DeVry Educa-
tion Group contend that their 
institutions are uniquely po-
sitioned to serve the new ma-
jority of students - those who 
juggle full-time jobs, families 
and other obligations in order 
to pursue their educational 
goals, typically years after 
they complete high school. 
This new normal is now the 
largest group of college at-
tendees, according to the U.S. 
Department of Education.

Some schools are working 
to demonstrate this unique 
value, and their commitment 
to students, by providing in-
formation to students making 
the decision to attend college. 

This includes setting and 
communicating new stan-
dards to help students achieve 
their educational and career 
goals, and formalizing their 
institution’s commitment to 
students through public proc-
lamations designed to hold 
them accountable to student 
and stakeholder interests.

Chamberlain College of 
Nursing has made standards 
for student support part of 
the very fabric of its academ-
ic offering. Through an edu-
cational philosophy called 
Chamberlain Care, the orga-
nization has created a culture 
that fosters collaboration, co-
operation and respect among 
all through a care-based set 
of beliefs, values and behav-
iors.

“We believe that if we pro-
vide our students with the 
care and support they need to 
be successful, they will go on 
to provide that same level of 
care as nurses,” says Susan 
Groenwald, national presi-
dent of Chamberlain. “That’s 
why we built the Chamber-
lain Care model. It naturally 
extends outwards from each 
student to their patients and 
to the communities they 

serve.”
Recently, DeVry Education 

Group and its institutions, 
including Chamberlain Col-
lege of Nursing, announced a 
set of Student Commitments 
formed in partnership with 
students and stakeholders to 
guide education and service 
to students. The commitments 
go above and beyond stan-
dard higher education poli-
cies and practices to provide 
a new level of public account-
ability in hopes of inspiring 
institutions throughout the 
industry. They also encour-
age dialogue about value in 
education that will ultimately 
benefit all students, regard-
less of the institution they at-
tend, and the employers who 
seek to hire them.

The public proclamation 
outlines the following com-
mitments, which Chamber-
lain hopes will serve as a 
model for other educators to 
consider for strengthening 
the industry’s commitment to 
students:

1. Informed student choice. 
Help students make informed 
decisions by providing in-
formation about program 
performance and costs, and 

an orientation around stu-
dent support services, online 
learning platforms and aca-
demic policies.

2. Responsible recruit-
ment and enrollment. Pro-
vide financial and academic 
advising to prospective stu-
dents and benchmark and 
disclose recruiting expendi-
tures against national stan-
dards.

3. Responsible participa-
tion in the federal loan pro-
cess. Lower institutional 
limits on federal funding and 
provide students with a vari-
ety of ways to manage tuition 
costs.

4. Financial literacy and 
academic transparency. In-
crease student visibility into 
program progression, loan 
balance and financial posi-
tion throughout their aca-
demic journey.

5. Improving student sat-
isfaction. Conduct student 
surveys to track progress 
and actively respond to re-
sults and feedback.

6. Successful student out-
comes and accountability. 
Identify and proactively en-
gage with students who may 
be at risk for program com-

pletion, and account for stu-
dent satisfaction and qual-
ity outcomes in performance 
management for executive 
leadership.

“Our role as educators is 
to lay the foundation for the 
future generation of leaders. 
Part of that is providing stu-
dents with as many resourc-
es as possible to success-
fully complete their studies,” 
Groenwald says. “By commit-
ting to put our students first, 
we are ensuring that they get 
the most out of their educa-
tion and can pay it forward 
in the workplace.”

When leaders in higher 
education voluntarily invest 
in transparent practices to 
strengthen the student expe-
rience, all stakeholders ben-
efit. For the new majority of 
students who face challenges 
at work and at home, their 
academic success depends 
on a school’s commitment to 
them - not just their commit-
ment to the school.

Institutions like Cham-
berlain that put these stu-
dents first are redefining the 
college experience and rein-
forcing the value of higher 
education today.
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This summer, the NYU 
School of Professional Studies 
(NYUSPS), a leader in profes-
sionally focused education, 
will offer an affordable option 
of study that will provide in-
dividuals who have earned a 
high school degree with the 
opportunity to acquire indus-
try focused skills that will 
prepare them for jobs in fields 
with growing levels of employ-
ment. New Diplomas, offered 
through NYUSPS Professional 
Pathways, are designed as im-
mersive programs of study that 
can be completed in as little as 
one semester. During Summer 
2017, seven Diplomas will be of-
fered. They include:

The Diploma in Associate 
Professional in Human Re-
sources™ (aPHR™), a rigorous 
program designed primarily 
for individuals seeking cer-
tification as an associate pro-
fessional in human resources 
(aPHR) from the HR Certifica-
tion Institute® (HRCI®). 

The Diploma in Basic 

Project Management, which 
gives students a hands-on 
understanding of the essen-
tial terminology and the ap-
plication of the basic tools, 
techniques, and practices re-
quired to become an effective 
and contributing member of a 
project team.

The Diploma in Book-
keeping, a blended program, 
which imparts the knowledge 
and skill sets to perform func-
tions within the bookkeep-

ing cycle, manually and with 
QuickBooks and Xero, and 
grounds students in account-
ing ethics and best practices.

The Diploma in Con-
struction Administration, a 
blended program that provides 
the skills to secure an entry-
level position within the com-
mercial or residential building 
sectors of the real estate indus-
try. Students learn about the 
construction process and docu-
ment administration, and gain 

an introduction to construc-
tion methods and materials, 
building systems, drawings, 
estimating, and scheduling.

The Diploma in Introduc-
tion to Programming with 
Python provides students 
with the knowledge and the ap-
plied skills needed to pursue 
careers as junior software en-
gineers or developers in one of 
the fastest-growing and most 
in-demand languages in the 
industry. 

The Diploma in Restau-
rant Operations and Guest 
Service will prepare students 
with a comprehensive under-
standing of front-of-house and 
back-of-house restaurant op-
erations. Students benefit from 
site visits to NYC restaurants 
and from the invaluable expe-
riences of seasoned industry 
veterans.

The Diploma in Web 
Design and Development 
teaches students the essential 
webpage development skills 
through hands-on practice us-

ing HTML5 and CSS.
All Diplomas will provide 

industry specific career mod-
ules presented online in a self-
paced format, which help stu-
dents to better understand the 
job market. Upon completion 
of a diploma, students also will 
have access to an online portal 
featuring job postings and a 
resource library. Annual net-
working events will provide 
opportunities to meet with 
peers and employers in the 
field. Each program of study 
provides students with a tan-
gible take-away project that 
can be added to their résumé 
and presented to prospective 
employers.

For more information about 
NYUSPS Diploma Programs, 
visit sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 
or call 212-998-7200. Applica-
tion deadline is May 8, 2017.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

High School Graduates, Build Skills in Fields That are Hiring 
Through Affordable, Short-Format NYUSPS Diploma Programs

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Tips for decoding fi nancial aid award letters
Whether you’re a high 

school senior or an adult look-
ing to change careers, a college 
degree can be the key to a bright 
future. As acceptance letters ar-
rive in the mail, another impor-
tant document is not far behind: 
financial aid letters.

“College is a major invest-
ment, and many people require 
financial assistance to pay for 
it,” says Harlan Cohen, New 
York Times best-selling author 
and creator of the Naked Fi-
nancial Minute. “It’s vital to 
understand financial aid so you 
can make informed choices and 
avoid surprises in the future.”

The average cost of tuition 
and fees for the 2016-2017 school 
year is $33,480 at private colleg-
es, $9,650 for state residents at 
public colleges, and $24,930 for 
out-of-state residents attending 
public universities, according 
to the College Board.

In order to find out what aid 
you qualify for, you should start 
by filing your Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAF-
SA). After your information is 
processed, and you’ve applied to 

the colleges of your choice, you’ll 
receive financial aid award let-
ters in the mail with the results 
from each school where you 
were accepted.

Not all financial aid letters 
are the same, so deciphering and 
comparing them can be confus-
ing. To help get you started, the 
experts at College Ave Student 
Loans share tips and tricks for 
how to easily understand your 
financial aid letter.

Look carefully at symbols 
and terms: College award let-
ters may use different word-
ing and abbreviations. For in-
stance, rather than spelling out 
the word “loan” you could see 
“L” or “LN”. You might also see 
“net price” and “net cost.” Look 
carefully at how each school 
calculates these amounts. 
Some schools will subtract loan 
amounts from these figures. 
Just remember that loans need 
to be paid back, usually with 
interest; loans can help you 
spread the cost of college over 
time, but they don’t eliminate 
the expense.

Know the difference be-

tween gift aid and loans: Gift 
aid is money that is awarded to 
qualifying students that isn’t 
expected to be paid back. Gift 
aid includes things like scholar-
ships, grants, and housing or tu-
ition waivers. Not all applicants 
will qualify for gift aid, but most 
will be eligible for federal loans. 
As a general rule, you should ex-
pect that you’ll need to pay loans 
back, usually with interest.

Be aware of the impact of out-
side scholarships: If a student is 
awarded a private scholarship, 
the financial aid letter may list 

its effect on the amount of mon-
ey offered by the school or in 
federal aid because the student’s 
financial need has already been 
partially covered. This could 
impact gift aid, loan amounts, 
or both.

Keep an eye out for work-
study offers: If you indicated 
an interest during the FAFSA 
application, your financial aid 
letter may list approval for a 
work-study job that provides 
money toward your studies and 
fits with your class schedule. 
The money you earn is typically 

applied directly to your school 
expenses.

Understand your expected 
family contribution (EFC): De-
pending on your personal cir-
cumstances, there may be a line 
item for expected family contri-
bution. This is the amount of 
money your family is expected 
to contribute toward your col-
lege education based on their 
tax and savings information. 
This will impact your overall 
award package.

Think about additional 
costs: Your financial aid letter 
may not include all of the costs 
associated with going to school. 
Think beyond tuition and make 
sure you have an idea of what 
you’ll be spending on housing, 
food, transportation, books, sup-
plies, additional fees, and other 
living expenses.

If you find the amount of 
financial aid provided isn’t 
enough (including the amount 
offered in federal loans), fami-
lies may want to research and 
explore private student loans as 
an option to cover the additional 
expenses. 
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High school can be intense, but being 
a student athlete can intensify expecta-
tions.

As the start of spring sports approach-
es, the stakes are even higher for your 
student to maintain the success they 
had first semester. There are practices, 
matches and conference finals that have 
to fit in with exams and semester-long 
projects. Being a standout in the class-
room and on the field requires expert-
level planning and execution.

That’s where parents play a huge role 
in helping their teen athletes keep it all 
in balance. Here are four easy tips to help 
you ensure that your teen is ready for a 
great season, on and off the field.

 Food: Allison Maurer - a sports dieti-
tian and Gatorade consultant who has 
worked with high school and collegiate 
athletes - says, “The important thing 
to remember is that food is fuel. It gives 
athletes the energy they need to perform 
and also helps them recover. When plan-
ning your athletes’ meals, look for whole 
food sources that provide high-quality 
fats, lean proteins and complex carbo-
hydrates. Talk to your athlete about his 
or her fuel strategy before, during and 
after practices and games, and offer sup-
port by providing healthy, energy rich 
snacks.”

Hydration: When exercising hard, 
the body cools itself through sweat. If 
body mass is reduced by about 2 percent, 
which would be 3 pounds of water weight 
loss in a 150-pound athlete, it can nega-
tively affect performance, according to 
the National Athletic Trainers’ Asso-
ciation’s (NATA) Position Statement on 
Fluid Replacement for Athletes.

“Athletes lose more than water in 
sweat, so it’s important that they take 
their hydration seriously since it can im-
pact performance,” Maurer says. “There 
are a number of products to meet an ath-
lete’s hydration and fueling preferences. 
For those looking for an organic fueling 

option, I recommend G Organic, Gato-
rade’s latest product. It’s made with only 
seven ingredients and provides the same 
hydration benefits that athletes expect 
from Gatorade.”

Rest: Although teens may seem to 
bounce back easily from a night with 
too little rest, the truth is that good sleep 
helps both learning and athletic perfor-
mance. Sleep helps athletes recover, 
especially after they’ve pushed their 
limits in an intense workout. Being 
rested can also improve reaction time, 
as well as speed and accuracy. In addi-
tion, teens with earlier bedtimes had 
better grades than those who stayed up 
later and slept less, according to a study 
of 3,000 subjects cited by the National 
Sleep Foundation.

Talk about these benefits with your 
athlete, and encourage them to go to 
bed and rise at the same time each day. 
Also, the glowing light of electronic de-
vices can also interfere with sleep. So, 
help your teen come up with a strategy 
to power down an hour or so before bed-
time in order to prepare their minds for 
a night of restorative sleep.

Planning: Schedules have a way of col-
liding, and this especially happens when 
a huge test and a game are scheduled for 
the same day. Each week, sit down with 
your student athlete and walk through 
that week’s schedule. Look at practices, 
games, homework assignments and 
tests, and create a calendar. That way, if 
a midterm and a game take place on the 
same day, he or she can plan accordingly. 
This will help avoid a late-night, stress-
filled cram session that will steal from 
their performance in the classroom and 
on the field.

Life as a student athlete means keep-
ing everything in balance. By focusing 
on the body - from nutrition to time man-
agement - athletes can focus on giving 
their best performance this upcoming 
season.

How to keep your 
student athlete fueled
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BY LAUREN GILL
On a sidewalk outside an old 
appliance repair shop on Myr-
tle Avenue in Clinton Hill, a 
man takes a break from his af-
ternoon walk to comb through 
a box of screws, nuts, and bolts, 
labeled “Please take.” Inside 
the shop, two white-haired 
men wearing caps emblazoned 
with the declaration “WORLD 
WAR II VETERAN” are re-
moving frames from a wall 
plastered with photographs 
and news articles. A sign read-
ing “Elect Roy G. Vanasco” 
lies on the fl oor nearby.

The men are brothers, and 
after operating the shop for 60 
years, today is their last day 
in business. But they’ve got 
a lot of work to do by tomor-
row to make way for a develop-
er’s demolition crew coming 
to raze the three-story brick 
structure. Soon, a seven-story 
apartment building will stand 
in its place.

Rocco “Roy” Vanasco, 
91, and his brother Jack, 89, 
bought the building in the late 
1950s for $15,000. They pur-
chased the lot next door for 
$5,000 through a city program 
that sold property at low cost 
to those willing to rehabilitate 
decrepit land.

For decades, a hand-painted 
sign advertising “Parts” for 
refrigerators and washing 
machines, with a phone num-
ber drawn next to the words, 
hung over the shop’s door. 
That’s already gone, sold ear-
lier this month to a local artist 
for $500.

Decades ago, the now-silent 

phones in the shop rang inces-
santly with callers’ complaints 
about failed appliances, their 
voices occasionally drowned 
out by the near-deafening noise 
of elevated Myrtle Avenue line 
trains rumbling overhead.

“This was the neighbor-
hood store,” says Roy, a life-
long Brooklynite who was 
born just a few blocks away on 
Clermont Avenue. 

He started the business 
after returning home from 
World War II, during which 
he served aboard the USS Os-
terhaus, a destroyer that es-
corted Navy vessels and pro-
tected them from submarine 
and air attacks in the South 
Pacifi c.

Once back in Clinton Hill, 
he and Jack threw themselves 
into the appliance repair busi-
ness, heaving milk crates 
loaded with spare parts into 
their cars and going out on 
service calls for which they 
charged $75 each. The edu-
cation the brothers received 
from Manual Training High 
School — now known as John 
Jay High School — in Park 
Slope armed them with all the 
know-how they needed to re-
vive ailing refrigerators and 
other appliances.

During decades of running 
a popular local business, Roy 
rose to become the head of the 
Myrtle Avenue Merchants As-
sociation. Later, he became 
the inaugural chairman of 
Brooklyn Community Board 
2, as well as chairman of its 
transportation committee.

His fi rst order of business 

upon achieving infl uential 
Board 2 status was to lobby ag-
gressively to have the Myrtle 
Avenue El — which he’d hated 
since he was a boy — torn 
down.

“When you were 10 years 
old, you’d cry, ‘Ahhh! Is the 
train going to fall down?’ It 
was ugly, it was noisy, and it 
was falling down,” he said. He 
got his wish in 1969, when the 
overhead tracks were razed 
and replaced with what is now 
B54 city bus service, with the 
remainder of the subway line 
becoming the M train.

Roy proudly pointed to 
a proclamation on the wall 
given to him by former Bor-
ough President Abe Stark — 
who helped put together the 
fi rst community boards — 
commending him for his civic 
work.  It hangs next to a photo 
of him and his wife, Rhoda, 
posed with Nancy and Ronald 
Reagan at a swanky Manhat-
tan party, dressed in suits and 
glitzy ball gowns.

On another wall of the 
shop hangs a photo of Roy as 
a boy playing basketball on an 
88th Precinct Police Athletic 
League team. He went on to 
become president of the pre-
cinct’s Community Advisory 
Council, which serves as a li-
aison between residents and 
local authorities.

Roy left the community 
board in 2012, but continued 
civic activism, pushing for 
the reopening of the World 
War II Memorial on Cadman 
Plaza, which has been shut-
tered pending upgrades to 

bring it into compliance with 
the American Disabilities 
Act. Last month, the city an-
nounced plans to fi nally to 
renovate and reopen the me-
morial.

“It just came naturally,” he 
says of his long-time commu-
nity involvement. “I grew up 
that way.”

But now, he’s ready to say 
goodbye to the refrigerator re-
pair business, and settle into 
a life of leisure with Rhoda 
in New Jersey. They’ve had 
a home there for years, but 
Roy would spend weekdays 
in Brooklyn working at the 
shop — staying with Jack in 
Marine Park — and drive out 
to the Garden State to spend 
weekends with his wife. In re-
tirement, he plans to stay in 
shape by  walking and playing 
tennis from time to time, and 
giving speeches to local high-
schoolers.

And though Roy will be liv-
ing full-time in another state, 
he’ll remain something of a lo-

cal legend within the confi nes 
of Community Board 2.

“There’s any number of 
people who lived here a long 
time but probably not a lot of 
people who lived here their en-
tire lifetimes and are also so 
actively involved,” said cur-
rent Community Board 2 Dis-
trict Manager Rob Perris, who 
has worked extensively with 
Vanasco.

On the last day at the shop, 
customers fi ltered in and out, 
and chatted with Roy as he 
showed off his collection of 
memories. They asked when 
he was closing the doors for 
good, and their smiles quickly 
turned to looks of disappoint-
ment when he broke the news.

That loyalty cut both ways. 
On the shop’s last day in busi-
ness, the nonagenarian appli-
ance repairman made one last 
house call, because, he said, 
“Someone’s grandson called 
me up and said, ‘My grandfa-
ther used you.’ I said, ‘Okay, 
that makes me feel good.’ ”

LOCAL LEGEND CLOSING HIS REPAIR SHOP
Long-time Myrtle Avenue store will be razed to make way for seven-story apartment building 

CLOSING TIME: (Clockwise from above) Jack and Roy Vanasco are closing their Myrtle Avenue store, which has 
served as a miniature museum. Roy ran for Assembly, but didn’t win.  Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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LATE

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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To the editor,
I am horrified that state Sen. 

Simcha Felder wants to raise the 
speed limit, and with it the death 
tolls, on Ocean Parkway  (“Five for 
Fighting! Activists: Felder’s Ocean 
Parkway speed-limit hike will kill 
people” online March 31). I cross 
Ocean Parkway almost every day, 
taking my life in my hands as driv-
ers speed up when the lights turn 
yellow so they can beat the red light, 
drive through the red lights they 
can’t beat, and speed up instead 
of slowing down when they make 
turns onto and off the parkway. Of-
ten, I see balloons and bouquets of 
flowers tied to the poles alongside 
Ocean Parkway, memorials for 
drivers and pedestrians killed a 
day or two previously. If the victim 
was a child, there are stuffed teddy 
bears. I have seen smashed cars, 
ambulances and  police vans after 
a crash. That is the only time I ever 
see a police or traffic officer any-
where near Ocean Parkway. Many 
of these accidents could have been 
prevented by proper traffic control.

I think the worst thing the city 
or state could do would be to raise 
the speed limit on Ocean Parkway.  
I think this would only encourage 
reckless drivers to be even more 
reckless and drive even faster. I am 
sure many of them drive above the 
current speed limit now. Maybe, in-
stead of raising speed limits, we 
should install speed bumps. Police 
patrols along Ocean Parkway would 
also be helpful, as would cameras on 
every traffic light to catch drivers 
who go through the lights. I would 
also urge strict traffic controls near 
schools along Ocean Parkway, and 
even stricter controls near Coney Is-
land Hospital. The crossings at Coney 
Island Hospital have to be among the 
most dangerous in Brooklyn. Hun-
dreds of patients, including senior cit-
izens, have to cross Ocean Parkway 
every day in order to  get to the out-
patient clinics for treatment. Most of 
these patients use walkers, crutches, 
canes and wheelchairs. And many of 
them are desperately trying to main-
tain their independence by getting to 
and from their treatments by them-
selves. They not only have to cope 

with the reckless drivers and heavy 
traffic on Ocean Parkway, but with 
cars coming off the Belt Parkway 
and streaming onto Ocean Parkway. 
I would like to ask our politicians to 
please do whatever they can to make 
Ocean Parkway safer, not more dan-
gerous, and to provide more traffic 
control instead of raising the speed 
limit. I don’t think anyone wants to 
see more flowers and balloons tied to 
poles along Ocean Parkway.
 Elaine Kirsch

Gravesend
...

To the editor, 
Regarding your article “Five For 

Fighting,” Vision Zero initially called 
for a default speed limit of 25 mph. De-
Blasio promised the speed limit would 
be higher on arterial roadways where 
appropriate. However, due to pressure 
from Transportation Alternatives, he 
later decided that virtually no roads 
could have a speed limit higher than 
25 mph. 

Consider Queens Boulevard, 
where the speed limit was an appro-
priate 35 mph. It was lowered it to 30 
mph because the city deemed 35 as 
too dangerous. DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg stated at the time 
that city engineers believed 30 mph 
was an appropriate speed limit for 
the street. A few months later, it was 
lowered again to 25 mph. Why? Pres-
sure from Transportation Alterna-
tives (TA) is the only possible expla-
nation. TA is also the reason why 
traffic lanes are being replaced with 
bike lanes on major thoroughfares 
all over the city when bikes belong on 
the side streets.

More bikes on the main roads 
mean more bike accidents and fa-
talities, but that doesn’t stop TA 
from requesting additional bike 
lanes. But they use “safety” to ad-
vocate for fewer cars by making 
car travel slower and more incon-
venient.

The notion that cars not be al-
lowed to travel faster than bikes on 
city streets is absurd. Unlike the 
other boroughs, Brooklyn has only 
one real highway. We rely on arte-
rial roads. It is ridiculous that from 
Southern Brooklyn you can get to 
New Jersey, Nassau County, Queens 
and the Bronx in 45 minutes, when it 
takes longer than that to get to Bor-
ough Park.

Paul Steely White (TA leader) 
talks about safety, saying injuries 
and deaths have been reduced by low-
ering the speed limit on Ocean Park-
way. If that is true, does it mean the 

speed limit should be further reduced 
to 20 or 10 mph, if that would further 
reduce injuries and deaths? Where 
do we draw the line? Increased air 
pollution from increased traffic con-
gestion also kills.

There isn’t even proof that a cor-
relation exists between a lower speed 
limit and fewer accidents. Queens 
Boulevard is safer today because of 
fencing preventing jaywalking and 
longer walk signals, not because of a 
frequently-violated lower speed limit. 
Ocean Parkway has better marked 
crosswalks and longer walk signals 
also.

White says drivers need to expect 
the unexpected. Well, if pedestri-
ans didn’t cross the street when and 
where they shouldn’t, there wouldn’t 
be any “unexpected” with respect to 
pedestrian accidents. 

So it doesn’t matter if cars are 
traveling at 25 or 30 mph, because 
when pedestrians should be cross-
ing, cars are traveling at zero mph. 
Why inconvenience cars and cater 
to jaywalkers by having cars travel 
slower? To make it easier to run 
across the street mid-block? 

TA believes everyone should bike, 
walk, or use mass transit. But the 
spillover of traffic from Ocean Park-
way to Coney Island Avenue since the 
speed limit was lowered on Ocean 
Parkway has also slowed buses. 
White only cares about bicycles and 
pedestrians. I once heard him give a 
speech at a meeting in the summer. 
He arrived on his bike, late, and a hot 
sweaty mess. Most of us prefer not to 
travel that way.

And as far as his petition signa-
tures, probably most are from peo-
ple outside the area and few of them 
drive. If you do a survey of those who 
use Ocean Parkway you will find 
most are in favor of Felder’s sensible 
proposed law, which needs to be ex-
tended to other arterial roads where 
there is no highway option. We need 
to vote out a mayor who allows an 
outside group to dictate his transpor-
tation policy and who consistently 
overrules the concerns of the com-
munity. Allan Rosen

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
The fool in the White House who 

in my opinion is our make-believe 
President, lied about his tax return. 
He should release all his tax returns 
like all the other Commander-in-
chiefs. It is time to get to the truth 
about this information.

He lied about former President 
Obama hacking in Trump Towers. 
He lied about former Manhattan U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara when he said 
he would keep him on.

Trump and the Republican Con-
gress lied about healthcare. Why 
can’t we the people get the same 
health care that Congressmen and 
Senators get? We the American tax-
payers are paying for Senators’ and 
Congressmens’ health insurance. 
Trump also lied about the Russian 
meddling into America election.

Trump’s Republican slaves (espe-
cially House Speaker Paul Ryan, who 
originally didn’t want Trump to be 
President) should know better. They 
should tell the truth that they in fact 
do not care about low- and middle-
income people. They just care about 
themselves and the very wealthy.

Howard Katz
Sheepshead Bay

In last week’s editions, this letter 
was attributed in error to Robert W. 
Lobenstein. The actual writer of this 
letter is Howard Katz.

To the editor, 
Congress, in defunding Planned 

Parenthood, and President Trump 
expecting to sign it is reprehensible.

Groups that propose alternatives 
to unwanted pregnancies that will 
help curtail a woman’s right to safe 
sex and abortions will cause more 
girls and women to go to quacks, 
more high school dropouts and will 
even frame innocent men for rapes 
they did not commit because many 
young girls will be afraid of a beat-
ing by abusive parents. In order to 
protect themselves from a bad beat-
ing and get public sympathy they 
will tell a sob story and many an 
unethical or overzealous policeman 
and prosecutor will be glad to coach 
these girls so that it will help them 
keep their jobs.

I remember a case I read in the 
magazine True Confessions, where a 
girl framed her father when he gave 
her a bad beating for minor things. 
The mother had her daughter admit 
she lied about her abusive fagther 
and he was released from prison. I 
am aware that DNA exists, but it is 
not always available or as a matter of 
cost effectiveness. Many shyster law-
yers will have their clients clop a plea 
in turn that they might get clemency 
from the judge, whether innocent or 
guilty. Sometimes the judge won’t 
budge.  Elliott Abosh

Brighton Beach
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y first boss once told 
me a story that illus-
trated the evanescence 

of power.
When he was New York 

City’s Planning Commis-
sioner in the 1950s, he was 
invited each year to an an-
nual gala dinner hosted by 
one of the city’s good govern-
ment groups. He sat proudly 
on the dais, seated to the im-
mediate left of the Mayor.

The year after he stepped 
down from his powerful post, 
however, he didn’t sit on the 
dais. In fact, he wasn’t even 
invited to the dinner.

This illustrates the re-
volving door of power in 
American political life: one 
year you’re up and on top 
of the world, and the next, 
you’re sitting at home alone, 
watching the high and 
mighty on television.

Think of one of the most 
dramatic examples in recent 
New York history — former 
Governor Eliot Spitzer. In 
2006, after eight years of fire 

breathing as the crusading 
Attorney General, he was 
elected Governor of New 
York State with more than 
80 percent of the vote in the 
Democratic primary.

He was on a path to fame 
as a hard-charging governor 
of the third-most-populous 

state in the nation and his 
name was in the mix for a fu-
ture run for the Democratic 
presidential slot.

But then, all of a sud-
den, a tawdry sex scandal 
chopped down his political 
fortunes and he fell to earth 
as loudly as a redwood tree 
in the forest. From power-
ful state leader to late-night 
punch line in days. How the 
mighty have fallen.

I’ve been thinking about 
this dynamic the last few 
weeks as we watch the diz-
zying activity coming out of 
Washington, D.C. The cast of 
characters orbiting the new 
president have been jockey-
ing for power and already a 
few have fallen by the way-
side, like that shadowy fig-
ure, Gen. Mike Flynn. He 
went from leading national 
security advisor to prime 
Russian collusion suspect in 
a nanosecond.

In the last week, we have 
heard rumblings of who is 
up and who is down in the 

White House. Is chief of 
staff Rance Preibus on his 
way out? Will senior advisor 
Steve Bannon get pushed out 
because of his clashes with 
Trump’s son-in-law, Jared 
Kushner?

There is only one thing 
certain: the jobs of Preibus, 
Bannon, Conway and oth-
ers around the president 
are not nearly as secure as 
Jared and Ivanka’s. It’s hard 
to fathom why someone like 
Bannon, who has surely 
watched “The Godfather” 
trilogy, would want to battle 
with “the family.” Don’t be 
surprised if Bannon finds a 
horse’s head in his bed one 
night soon.

Then, of course, there 
is always the remote pos-
sibility that even the presi-
dent or vice president could 
be ousted at some point be-
fore their term ends. Many 
pundits, particularly those 
on the left, think that the 
probe into Russian ties to 
the Trump campaign will 

yield a smoking gun at some 
point.

So for all of those in our 
country fretting about the 
president and his adminis-
tration, just remember that 
since we are in a democracy, 
there is a finite period of 
leadership. No matter what, 
in less than four years, we 
will have a chance to pick 
someone else.

And like the many scan-
dals in our political history 
that have brought down 
once-mighty leaders in New 
York like Spitzer, Shelly Sil-
ver, Dean Skelos, Anthony 
Weiner, and many others, 
there is no guarantee that 
elected office will last for 
full terms.

Does that make you feel 
any better?

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

very day after school, 
and all day on weekends, 
kids run outside … to 

get to their soccer league, or 
ballet lesson, or origami boot 
camp. It’s all good, but here’s 
what it isn’t.

Play.
Playing is something else 

entirely, a chance for kids to 
make up games, run around, 
paint a rock or climb a tree. 
And it is this kind of open-
ended, unstructured “just 
goofing around” that is not 
only pleasant, but absolutely 
critical to healthy child de-
velopment. If we want kids to 
become problem-solving, so-
cialized, self-controlled people 
— and we do — we can’t keep 
filling all their free time with 
adult-led activities. 

Why not? Because when 
adults lead an activity, kids be-
come followers. But when kids 
lead an activity, they get prac-
tice becoming adults. Leaders. 
Doers. 

That’s the idea behind the 
“Genius of Play,” an initia-
tive of the Toy Industry Asso-
ciation to raise awareness of 
play’s importance, and it was 
the topic of a panel discussion 
at the Children’s Museum of 

Manhattan, moderated by the 
former editor of Parents Mag-
azine, Dana Points.

While many parents think 
of play time as empty calo-
ries and believe that even pre-
schoolers should spend more 
time being instructed on math 
and reading skills, Points said, 
“More play time at age 3 is di-
rectly related to better vocabu-
lary in kindergarten.” What’s 
more, she added, “Active play 
not only helps develop coordi-
nation and motor skills, it’s also 

connected to better sleeping 
and eating habits. Researchers 
in Germany found a signifi-
cant correlation between am-
ple free time [in childhood] and 
adult social success.”

What’s the connection? 
Nancy Schulman, former head 
of the 92nd Street Y’s pre-K 
program and now head of the 
Early Learning Center at the 
Avenues school, put it bluntly: 
“Everything about play bene-
fits kids. Curiosity, inventive-
ness, self-esteem, and resil-
ience are the four things that 
kids really get through play.” 

Think about what you see 
when you watch a kid playing: 
“They will try something over 
and over and over again and 
keep failing but keep trying 
because they are setting the 
agenda,” said Schulman. 

They want to make the cat’s 
cradle, or kick the ball harder. 
That’s the kind of intense focus 
they will need in school — and 
life — but the classroom is a 
tough place to breed it. When 
kids are self-motivated, as they 
are in play, they get the experi-
ence of hard work and practic-
ing without balking at, well, 
the hard work and practicing.

They also get the experi-

ence of making something 
happen. To get a game going, 
even a game of “I’m the prin-
cess, you’re the frog,” you 
need to convince someone else 
to play with you. This involves 
all sorts of social skills, said 
Leslie Bushara, deputy di-
rector of guest services at the 
Museum: “You’re negotiating, 
you’re listening.” And if what 
you hear is that your friend 
doesn’t want to be the frog, 
you have to absorb that and 
adjust or you may not be able 
to play at all. So you come up 
with a workable solution: Let’s 
both be princesses. 

In the workplace, Bushara 
added, this is called “leader-
ship.”

In Little League or hip-
hop class, kids learn certain 
technical skills and team-
work, but they are not mak-
ing something happen. What’s 
more, they are being judged, 
so they’re not totally free to 
make up a new game or dance. 
Free play doesn’t have an au-
thority watching and grading, 
which means kids get to use 
their imaginations. You can’t 
run the bases backwards at 
Little League, but you can if 
you’re “just” playing. Voila: 

The seeds of innovation. 
And this is the first gen-

eration to be deprived of the 
chance to just hang out with 
their buddies. 

“Only a quarter of our kids 
6 to 15 are getting 60 minutes 
of play a day,” said Kim Mc-
Call, executive director of New 
York/New Jersey Playworks, 
an organization that sends 
play instructors into schools 
to teach kids the playground 
games their older siblings no 
longer teach them. And, she 
said, many schools take even 
the meager 20-minute recess 
away from kids as a punish-
ment, when recess is probably 
what those kids need the most.

How can we give kids back 
their right to play when par-
ents and schools face so many 
time constraints and fears? 
Actually, it’s surprisingly 
easy: After school, just keep 
the gym or playground open 
for free play. Maybe have an 
adult in the corner, for insur-
ance reasons. But otherwise, 
just throw out some balls, 
jump ropes and cardboard 
boxes, and let the kids at it.

Lenore Skenazy is founder 
of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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HARBOR WATCH
Having a brother can be an 
adventure. Big brothers are 
always showing off, and little 
brothers are always tagging 
along. And brothers fi ght — 
all the time.

For brothers Noel and 
Justin Larson, growing up 
was no different.

“We fought constantly as 
children — our poor mother. 
At the same time, we always 
had each other’s back,” Noel 
said. “We could have a knock-
down fi ght one minute, and 
the next minute be building a 
fort together.”

It was their competitive 
nature that brought out the 
drive to be successful and 
made the afternoon of Feb. 11 
special for the Larson broth-
ers. With more than 54 years 
of combined military service, 
10,000 fl ying hours and mul-
tiple overseas deployments, 
Noel and Justin Larson were 
promoted to chief warrant of-
fi cer 5 and chief warrant offi -
cer 4, respectively, during a 
short and casual ceremony at 
the Army Aviation Support 
Facility.

“I have known Justin and 
Noel for years,” said Army 
Chief Warrant Offi cer 5 Te-
resa Burgess, the Washing-
ton National Guard’s com-
mand chief warrant offi cer. 
“I have been blessed to have 

fl own with them stateside 
and in Iraq. While Noel fl ew 
special operations fl ights, 
Justin was there when I took 
off and when I landed, ensur-
ing my aircraft was properly 
maintained and ready to go 
for the next crew. That al-
ways meant a lot to me.”

Noel Larson is a year and 
four months younger than 
his brother. He joined the 
Washington National Guard 
in 1988 and graduated from 
fl ight school in 1995.

“Justin had a bigger pas-
sion [for aviation growing 
up], and it was contagious; 
the bug got me,” said Noel, 
aviation standardization of-
fi cer for Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 66th 
Theater Aviation Command.

Justin took a different 
path to the helicopter cock-
pit. He joined the Marine 
Corps in 1988 before joining 
the Washington National 
Guard in 2000.

“We’ve always loved avia-
tion,” said Justin, aviation 
material offi cer, Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 168th 
Aviation Regiment. “We just 
didn’t know how we wanted 
to go about it in the begin-
ning.”

On any given day, the 
brothers can be seen dili-

HARBOR WATCH 
The quest for happiness is ar-
guably a lifelong mission we 
all share. Happiness is an indi-
vidual’s prerogative, and is of-
ten partially achieved through 
personal success, wealth, 
sports, or a number of many 
other avenues.

Conversely, complete hap-
piness is simply a byproduct of 
purpose, selfl ess service, and 
everything that goes with the 
idea of “being the best profes-
sional one can be” when doing 
remarkable things for others. 
National Guard soldiers and 
airmen do just that, in their 
own communities, serving 
their neighbors, their friends, 
and their families — that’s 
purpose.

Ultimately, purpose creates 
vision, and vision triggers ac-
tion, then results arrive and 
ultimately happiness becomes 
possible, sustainable, and 
most importantly, something 
to be shared with the rest of 
the world. This principle can 
be particularly true for citi-

zen-soldiers and airmen when 
juggling the challenges of mil-
itary commitments and often 
complicated lives, civilian 
jobs, and families.

One of these remarkable, 
yet humble heroes, is South 
Carolina Army National 
Guard Chief Warrant Offi cer 
Natalie Miller, who has found 
both purpose and happiness.

Miller’s life revolves 
around her passion of fl ying 
helicopters. In 1998, looking 
for a way to pay for her college 
education and “do something 
fun,” Miller joined the Wis-
consin Air National Guard as 
an aircrew life-support equip-
ment technician aboard KC-
135 Stratotankers. Later, she 
joined the Army as a UH-60 
Black Hawk pilot.

Miller’s passion for fl ying 
and caring for others fi nally 
merged when she became 
a medevac pilot fl ying com-
bat missions in Iraq. Subse-
quently, purpose and happi-
ness brought her to Georgia to 
pursue a degree as a physician 

assistant.
“It was a natural step to 

make me a better medevac 
pilot, and give me a civilian 
career fi lled with purpose” 
Miller said.

She has shaped her life 
around medicine and fl ying.

“You can be an average pi-
lot and get by with the mini-
mal amount of fl own hours 
required, or you can shape 
your civilian life in order to 
fl y as much as possible, thus 
developing your skills as a pi-
lot, and preparing yourself for 
real-world missions — always 
around the corner for Army 
aviation citizen-soldiers,” 
Miller said. “When we deploy, 
for example, we fl y continu-
ously and fl ying becomes mus-
cle memory. So, as a pilot, I feel 
at my professional top when I 
am deployed. Back home, I can 
achieve similar profi ciency by 
sacrifi cing some of my civilian 
life in order to fl y often, train 
hard, and continue learning 
and applying myself toward, 

TAKE OFF: Army Chief Warrant Offi cer Natalie Miller, right, and the crew prepares to deploy on a training mis-
sion aboard a CH-47F Chinook helicopter.  Staff Sgt. Roberto Di Giovine

BROTHERS IN ARMS: Army Chief Warrant Offi cer Justin Larson, left, 
and brother Army Chief Warrant Offi cer Noel Larson in the cockpit of 
a Black Hawk Helicopter.  Sgt. Jodi Eastham

Piloting siblings 
serve their country

Continued on page 34Continued on page 34

Soaring is her joy
Guard helicopter pilot is happiest in the sky
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Brooklynites commemorated 
locals who died serving their 
country during the Vietnam 
War — and honored those who 
returned — at Fort Hamilton 
on March 30. 

The “Vietnam Veterans 
Day Ceremony” honored ser-
vicemen and women in the Air 
Force, Army, Marine Corps, 
and Navy, and paid homage to 
a Staten Island priest-turned-
war-hero whose story is little-
known on this side of the Nar-
rows, said one veteran. 

“People outside of Staten 
Island don’t really known 
about Father Capodanno, 
and it’s important that peo-
ple know about the sacrifi ces 
this man made,” said Staten 
Islander Michael Palo, one 
of the ceremony honorees 
who was drafted into service 
when he was 19-years-old as 
a heavy equipment special-
ist. “I mean, this man chose 
to be a priest, but went into 
the army, became a medic, 
and without a fi rearm, sac-
rifi ced himself trying to save 
others.” 

Speakers highlighted the 
Rock priest, who received a 
posthumous medal of honor in 
1968 after he was shot 27 times 
trying to save a wounded 
corpsman only yards from an 
enemy machine gun. Honor-
ing Capodanno’s sacrifi ce and 
the many others who lost their 
lives in Vietnam and across 
the globe was a moving trib-
ute, said Palo. 

“It was powerful,” he said. 
“Those are the people who 

gave the ultimate sacrifi ce 
who are the heroes for me — 
they died for our freedom. 
And people are still paying 
that price every day.” 

The ceremony presented 
servicemen and women with 
certifi cates of appreciations 
and gold commemorative 
coins with an engraving of 
the Verrazano Bridge and the 
insignia of the respective ser-
vice member’s branch. Etched 
in the coin is the statement, 
“The Face of the American 
Army in New York City.” 

The recognition was a wel-
come surprise to Palo.

“I was not expecting that. 
I said, ‘Wow, this thing is gor-

geous,’ ” said Palo. “Before, 
Vietnam veterans weren’t as 
acknowledged, and they’re 
trying to makeup for that 
now. And that’s fi ne by me. 
It felt good to be honored like 
that.” 

But the event went beyond 
celebrating bravery, and gave 
veterans a chance to recon-
nect with their comrades.

“I really go to see other vets. 
I enjoy the camaraderie and 
seeing people who have been 
through the same thing,” said 
Palo. “They know — they’ve 
experienced similar things. 
So it’s great to be together and 
give people the recognition 
they really deserve.”

Vietnam vets honored 
Brooklyn commemorates locals who died and lived

KEEPING THE MEMORY ALIVE: Air Force veteran Vincent Maligno re-
membered the brave sacrifi ce of Staten Islander Father Vincent Capo-
dano in a passionate speech.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

CELEBRATING BRAVERY: A Vietnam veterans event held at Fort Hamilton base honored service men and 
women from the Army, Navy, Marines, and the Air Force.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

what I consider, professional 
excellence.”

In 2011, Miller said good-
bye to her beloved Black 
Hawks and met the mighty 
CH-47 Chinook heavy-lift 
helicopter. She fi rst fl ew 
Chinooks with the Georgia 
Army National Guard and 
later, in 2013, Miller trans-
ferred to the South Carolina 
National Guard’s 2nd Gen-
eral Support Aviation Battal-
ion, 238th Aviation Regiment, 
where she continues fl ying 
the heavy-lift helicopter.

Throughout her career, 

Miller has fl own different 
airframes, been introduced 
to new units and fellow sol-
diers, and been challenged 
by new missions, but she has 
continued to keep the same 
drive, and same quest for ex-
cellence, because of her pur-
pose to serve her community 
and to protect her crew.

“That is, ultimately, hap-
piness, and it is absolutely 
driven by purpose,” Miller 
said, “because as a pilot, 
and as a leader, I have no op-
tion but strive for perfection, 
and fl y with confi dence, pro-
fi ciency and dedication to 
my crew and our mission, 
whether combat or emer-
gency response.”

Continued from cover

SOARING

gently providing support for 
the state’s hectic aviation 
mission. Noel could be on 
one side of the building train-
ing the future UH-60 Black 
Hawk pilots coming in to the 
organization, while Justin 
could be in the maintenance 
bay ripping apart and put-
ting back together the same 
helicopters that the brothers 
have fl own for years.

“I work on training pilots 
and I break stuff. My brother 
fi xes the stuff and takes it on 
check rides to verify it works 
properly,” Noel said.

For the last 17 years, the 
Larson brothers have been 
counted on to provide critical 
support to the state of Wash-
ington during many emer-
gency response missions. 
Both brothers fl ew missions 
in Louisiana after the de-
struction of Hurricanes Ka-
trina and Rita. They provided 
support in the aftermath of 
the State Route 530 Land-
slide and have fl own numer-
ous missions dealing with 
fl oods and fi res throughout 
the state.

It’s the work the broth-
ers have done while deployed 
that has given them national 
recognition.

On the night of March 25, 
2008, while deployed to an un-
disclosed location, Noel was 
the pilot and mission coordi-
nator on board a UH-60 Black 
Hawk. The helicopter was 
confi gured to perform recon-
naissance in direct support 
of a raid being conducted by 
coalition forces.

During planning, it be-
came evident that poor 
weather was going to limit 
the number of air assets able 
to support the mission, but 
the command determined 

the mission would proceed. 
As Noel and his crew arrived 
over the objective, the re-
stricted visibility from a dust 
storm made it diffi cult to 
gain the normal levels of sit-
uational awareness. Despite 
the added diffi culty, Noel di-
rected a detailed and method-
ical reconnaissance of the 
objective area and wrote a 
succinct report that allowed 
the ground force, now mov-
ing into the area, to better 
understand the terrain and 
enemy situation.

As the ground forces dis-
mounted, the enemy opened 
fi re and the assault force took 
immediate casualties.

“As soon as they started 
taking fire, we were going 
over our options on how 
we could help them,” Noel 
said. “My aircraft was al-
ready in the air and the 
medical aircraft couldn’t 
get into the air, so my team 
and I landed to help the 
wounded.”

For his heroic actions and 
operating his aircraft while 
under heavy enemy fi re, Noel 
earned the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, a decoration 
awarded for heroism or ex-
traordinary achievement in 
a fl ight undertaken volun-
tarily and beyond the call of 
duty.

While Noel has been rec-
ognized for his accomplish-
ments in the air, Justin con-
tinues to break records and 
be recognized for his work 
fi xing the helicopters that 
they fl y.

“Justin’s proactive nature 
in getting broken aircraft 
fi xed during deployment 
has set a national record for 
getting aircraft back in the 
air,” said Army Brig. Gen. 
Wallace Turner, assistant 
adjutant general. “He’s one 
of the best test pilots in the 
nation.”

Continued from cover

SIBLINGS
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BY LAUREN GILL
They hit it out of the park!

The Brooklyn Historical 
Society opened an exhibition 
on April 5 to celebrate 70 years 
since Jackie Robinson broke 
Major League Baseball’s color 
barrier — and one fan said 
the show will hit a home run 
in setting an example for kids 
who aspire to achieve the un-
thinkable.

“They have a lot of stereo-
types about what they can’t 
do; we should be teaching 
them what they can do,” said 
the Rev. Dr. Valerie Oliver-
Durrah, a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
resident who is on the soci-
ety’s board of trustees. “The 
exhibit will hopefully encour-
age kids to know baseball in a 
different kind of way, seeing 
what Jackie Robinson did to 
break the barrier.”

The year-long show fea-
tures an array of memora-
bilia, including the Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ 1955 World Series 
Championship banner, pro-
grams, and photographs — 
such as a shot of Robinson 
signing his fi rst Major League 

contract in 1947 — a picture 
that Oliver-Durrah found es-
pecially moving.

“I liked the one where he 
signed the contract, it was 
very signifi cant,” she said.

Oliver-Durrah sported a 
classic Dodgers jersey and cap 
for the occasion, and said it 
was great to see the original 
cap Robinson wore on display 
in the exhibit.

The show’s unveiling gave 
old-timers in attendance a 
chance to reminisce about 
watching games at the team’s 
legendary stadium in Flat-
bush, and sent some of them 
perhaps a bit too far down 

memory lane, Oliver-Durrah 
thought.

“People lingered to talk 
about Ebbets Field; I won-
dered, ‘How are those old folks 
getting home?’ They just didn’t 
want to stop!” she said.

“Until Everyone Has It 
Made: Jackie Robinson’s 
Legacy” exhibit at Brook-
lyn Historical Society (128 
Pierrepont St. in Brooklyn 
Heights). On display through 
June 2018.

Exhibit celebrates Jackie Robinson

WINNING: Players from the Grand 
Street Campus baseball team cel-
ebrated the opening of Brooklyn 
Historical Society’s Jackie Robin-
son exhibition last Wednesday. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BLAST FROM THE PAST: A peek at some of the historic photos on display.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Memorabilia marking the Dodger breaking baseball’s color line on display at Brooklyn Historical Society 
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By Caroline Spivack

Take a deep drink of sideshow his-
tory!

Some of history’s greatest sword 
swallowers, fire eaters, and sideshow odd-
balls will finally receive their due next 
weekend at the Sideshow Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony in Coney Island. At 
the event, which kicks off the 10th annual 
“Congress of Curious Peoples” festival run-
ning April 21–30 at various Coney ven-
ues, audience members and aficionados 
will drunkenly deliberate on which curi-
ous characters will be immortalized in the 
Sideshow Hall of Fame. The crowd will also 
get a thorough education on some of the 
world’s premiere oddities, but they might 
not remember the details the next morning, 
said one organizer.

“It’s like the show ‘Drunk History,’ ” 
said Dick Zigun, who runs Coney Island 

USA. “We take it very seriously. People are 
extremely knowledgeable, but by the end of 
the night people are stinking drunk — it’s 
good fun.”

The Sideshow Hall of Fame has five 
categories: Born Different, Self Inflicted 
(those who alter their body with tattoos 
or piercings, for instance), Working Acts 
(sideshow performers such as knife throw-
ers and sword swallowers), Show Folk (the 
producers and talent behind the sideshow) 
and Attractions, bizarre non-living items 
that drew visitors, such as electric chairs, 
blade boxes, and the fake medicine of snake 
oil salesmen.

This year’s Born Different nominees are 
the Doll Family — a quartet of dwarfs who 
dazzled with song and dance routines — 
versus Martin Laurello, the “Human Owl” 
who could twist his noggin 180 degrees. 
Each of this year’s nominees worked with 

the Ringling Brothers at some point in their 
career, as a nod to the recent closing of the 
brothers’ circus, said Zigun. 

Two nominees will duke it out in each 
category, and panelists will try to sway the 
audience in favor of their sideshow sensa-
tion. After the advocates have made their 
pitches, the crowd puts it to a vote. 

Each winner will receive a celebratory 
toast while the crowd chants “Gooble gob-
ble, we accept you! One of us, one of us!” 
— loosely quoting the 1932 film “Freaks.” 
Voters then down their drinks in a single 
gulp — or as much as they can stomach — 
all in the name of academia.

“Remember, we’re seriously discussing 
people who can turn their heads backwards, 
swallow coins, people who’ve covered 
themselves in tattoos,” said Zigun. “But as 
the evening goes on the audience and the 
scholars get incredibly drunk.”

This year, the lucky few will be immor-
talized with a Sideshow Hall of Fame 
plaque mounted at the Freak Bar for all 
to see, which Zigun hopes will become a 
destination in and of itself.

“It will become a weirdo tourist attrac-
tion,” he said. “For 10 years, we’ve been 
holding this event and have not had an 
actual iconic, physical hall of fame. So this 
will give it a home.”

The 10-day Congress of Curious Peoples 
will also feature “Superfreak Weekend” on 
April 22–23, an extravaganza of exotic side-
show performers including Koko the Killer 
Clown, Dr. Claw, and Nati The Patchwork 
Girl, along with a slew of lectures and panel 
discussions on sideshow and circus culture.

Sideshow Hall of Fame induction cer-
emony at Coney Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney Island, www.
coneyisland.com). April 21 at 7 pm. $10.

Sideshow Hall of Fame honors carnie history

Super freaks!

The wall of fame: Sideshow 
impresario and Coney Island’s 
unofficial mayor Dick Zigun will 
unveil the Sideshow Hall of 
Fame plaque at the Congress of 
Curious Peoples opening event 
on April 21.  

Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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By the Brooklyn Egg-Hiding 
Committee

The borough of churches will 
have an eggs-traordinay 
array of Easter egg hunts 

this weekend. So if you want to 
discover the Easter Bunny’s secret 
stash in your neighborhood, grab 
your basket and consult this guide:

Farm and fresh
Get away from the city at the 

Green Meadows Farm Easter Egg 
Hunt at Aviator Center in Marine 
Park! In addition to hunting for 
colorful eggs filled with treasure, 
kids can enjoy pony rides, run 
through a fun house, pose with 
Whiskers the Easter Bunny, and 
then chill out with a relaxing hay 
ride.

Green Meadows Farm Easter 
Egg Hunt at Aviator Sports and 
Events Center [3159 Flatbush Ave. 
in Floyd Bennett Field in Marine 
Park, (718) 470–0224, www.avia-
torsports.com]. April 13–16, 10 
am–4 pm. $9.

Hoppy trails
Hunt for eggs, plays some 

games, and listen to music among 
the trees of Shore Road Park at this 
annual Easter event sponsored by 
state Sen. Marty Golden.

Easter Egg Hunt at Shore Road 
Park (Shore Road at 79th Street in 
Bay Ridge). April 15 at 2 pm. Free. 

Greene fields
Head to Fort Greene Park 

for an afternoon of music, face 
painting, a magic show, readings, 
and an Easter egg hunt, hosted 
by Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo. 
Bring a basket — the egg hunt 
starts at 12:30 pm! 

District 35 Easter Egg Hunt at 
Fort Greene Park Northwest Plaza 
(Myrtle Avenue at N. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene). April 15, 
11 am–2 pm. Free.

By Julianne Cuba

Brooklyn’s music scene is 
getting big! 

Brooklyn’s newest 
music venue — the 1,800-per-
son spot Brooklyn Steel in 
Williamsburg — opened last 
week with some of the best 
sounds and sightlines in the 
borough. The former steel fab-
rication plant on Frost Street 
has already sold out some of its 
shows through October, which 
makes it clear that Brooklyn 
needed another large venue, said 
a partner at Bowery Presents, 
the company that owns and 
operates Brooklyn Steel. 

“Certainly the next couple 
months, looks like we made a 
good bet. It’s pretty exciting. I 
think we’re going to bring great 
music,” said Jim Glancy. “And 
hopefully people discover a part 
of Brooklyn they haven’t seen 
before.”

Local rock band LCD 
Soundsystem opened the space 
with five sold-out shows, and 
a bunch of other big names, 
including the Decemberists and 
P.J. Harvey, have fully booked 
shows in the near future. For 
those looking to get in soon, the 
Squirrel Nut Zippers still have 
spots available for its swinging 
April 21 show! 

The concert company trans-
formed the active warehouse 
into a two-floor venue, with 
a small section of the balcony 
and a private “Ludlow Room” 
reserved for VIP access. But 
the rest of the vast factory-like 
space is general admission, and 
no matter where you grab a 
spot, every view feels close to 
the stage, said the head of mar-
keting at Bowery Presents.

“We built this all up from 
scratch — the sight lines have 
all been designed so that no 
matter where you are there’s 
a really a great view,” said 
Charley Magrew. “There’s real-
ly not a lot of obstructions in 
your way.”

From every angle, there is a 
clear view of the stage, and the 
floor rakes downwards towards 
the stage so that no one gets 
stuck staring at someone’s bob-
bing head, said Magrew. And 
even for shows that haven’t sold 
out, the space will feel packed 
with fans. A movable stage 
allows the venue to shrink to a 
1,200-person space, or grow to 
its full 1,800 capacity as needed.

Revelers can purchase beer 
and mixed drinks from any of 
the venue’s three bars — one 
in the lobby just as you enter, 
another on the second floor, 
and a third in the back of the 
main space, under the balcony. 
In a nod to the legacy of the 
warehouse, the front of each 
drink station is covered with re-
purposed steel, and industrial 
fans spin above the lobby bar. 

Just like Barclays Center, 
Brooklyn Steel comes topped 
with its own green roof and 
padded insulation so the sound 
stays inside the venue, said 
Magrew. 

“We can crank up these 
speakers, we’ve got wall insu-
lation and insulation layers in 
the walls so that as we turn up 
the volume, the neighbors do 
not hear it and it keeps all the 
sound in,” he said. “The sound 
is fantastic.”

The other Bowery Presents 
venues in Brooklyn — Rough 
Trade and Music Hall of 
Williamsburg — only hold a 
few hundred people, so the new 
space allows the company to 
bring bigger acts to the bor-
ough, said  Glancy. 

“It felt like with all that’s 
going on with people living 
and working and socializing in 
Brooklyn, there was an oppor-
tunity for a larger size venue,” 
he said.

Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost St. 
between Morgan and Debevoise 
avenues in Williamsburg, www.
bowerypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel).

HOPPY HOLIDAY!

Hopping into spring: The Easter Bunny will be out hiding eggs (and posing with kids) 
in Marine Park on Saturday. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Surround sound!: The day before the music venue Brooklyn Steel opened, we 
took a look inside.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

The hunt is on: Kids will hunt for Easter 
eggs all over Brooklyn this weekend! 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Steel the show
A look at Williamsburg’s 
newest spot for live music

Your eggs-clusive guide to Easter egg hunts

Bunny bounce
Trinity Grace Church in Crown 

Heights welcomes everyone 
to an Easter Festival with mul-
tiple bounce houses, games, music, 
crafts, and more. 

Easter Festival at PS 705 (443 
St. Marks Ave. between Grand 
and Classon avenues in Prospect 
Heights, www.tgccrownheights.
com). April 15, noon–2 pm. Free. 

East-ARRR eggs!
The pirate-themed mini-golf 

spot Shipwrecked will send kids 
searching for eggs along its 18-hole 
course on Saturday morning, and 
the Easter Bunny will be around 
for photos! 

Shipwrecked Miniature Golf 
[621 Court St., Second Floor, 
between Halleck and Bay streets in 
Red Hook, (718) 852–4653, www.
shipwreckednyc.com]. $5 with a 
round of golf ($13, $10 kids). 

Coffey and eggs
Redemption Church Red Hook 

will host its second annual Easter 
egg hunt on Saturday in Coffey 
Park, with food, games, and music.

Easter Egg Hunt at Coffey Park 
(Dwight Street between Verona and 
King streets in Red Hook). April 15 
at noon. Free.

Evergreen Easter
You can hunt for eggs over 

their dead bodies! The Evergreens 
Cemetery in Bushwick will host 
an “Easter Eggstravangza” on 
Saturday afternoon, complete with 
an egg hunt, a visit from the Easter 
Bunny, a petting zoo, and more fun 
activities. 

Easter Eggstravangza at 
Evergreens Cemetery (1629 
Bushwick Ave. at Conway Street in 
Bushwick, www.theevergreenscem-
etery.com). April 15, 2–4 pm. Free.

Eggs on ’point
Grab your basket and a 

ticket and head to Greenpoint’s 
McGolrick Park for the borough’s 
most organized egg hunt! Kids 
will set off in groups of 10 to track 
down eggs, and while waiting for 
your slot (determined by your tick-
et) you can pose with the Easter 
Bunny, or groove to music from 
Baby DJ School, Laura Dayan, 
Rock’N Lolo, and children’s band 
Thunder & Sunshine. 

Egg Hunt 2017 at the Center 
Pavilion of McGolrick Park 
(Humboldt Street at Driggs Avenue 
in Greenpoint, www.townsquare-
inc.com/egg-hunt). April 15, noon–3 
pm. $20 ($15 in advance, parents 
free). 
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A  N E W  P L A Y  B Y

PAULA VOGEL
D I R E C T E D  B Y

REBECCA TAICHMAN

A  N E W  P L A Y  B Y

CORT THEATRE 138 W 48th St, New York
IndecentBroadway.com

“A SUPERBLY REALIZED, 
REMARKABLY POWERFUL  

 NEW PLAY.”
-THE NEW YORK TIMES

Telecharge.com / 212-239-6200

Groups of 10+ call 866-302-0995

A provocative new play with music about 
a moment of great change in American 

history and a group of passionate actors 
who risked everything for their art

        TheMusical        TheMusical

Last chance to see CAGNEY in New York
at the Westside Theatre - Closing May 28

“AN AMAZING

    MUSICAL!”
- Steve Schonberg, WNBC-TV

Telecharge.com  212-239-6200  Groups: 212-757-9117
Westside Theatre 407 W 43rd St - CagneyTheMusical.com

“NOTHING BUT JOY -

     AND PLENTY OF IT!”
- Rex Reed, NY Observer

M.A.S. Swing will perform music from the Great American 
Songbook which includes songs by Frank Sinatra, Tommy 

Dorsey, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

PM - 5PM

Tamaqua Bar and Marina
84 Ebony Ct. (located at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)

Tickets $25.00 per person will include a hot buffet

www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing
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By Lauren Gill

Their cups runneth over!
A dance performance fea-

turing 1,500 coffee cups littered 
across its set will spill onto the stage of 
Greenpoint’s Triskelion Arts on April 
20–22. The director of “Wake Up and 
Smell the Coffee” says that it aims to 
confront people with the amount of 
waste they produce by drinking out of 
disposable drink vessels. 

“People are so stressed out, they 
don’t want to hear about it,” said 
Vangeline, a Gowanus resident. 
“Maybe one way to show people was 
to collect all of these cups, put them 
onstage, and show you this is the 
amount of garbage you create.” 

The Vangeline Theater company 
specializes in a type of Japanese the-
ater called butoh, an avant-garde dance 
form meant to startle the audience and 
bring them face-to-face with issues 
they would otherwise ignore, accord-
ing to the group’s founder.

“It’s considered the dance of the 
unconscious things that we don’t want 
to look at,” said Vangeline. 

The show features a topic that many 
have closed their eyes to — global 
climate change. Dancers will wade 
through a sea of coffee cups as they act 
out a story set a few years in the future, 
when global warming has become so 
serious that mankind is on the verge 
of extinction.

Vangeline and her dancers collected 
the coffee cups from trash cans around 
the city, washing them in a sink before 

they became a part of the set. 
The show originally premiered in 

2015, but — shockingly — the avant-
garde dance piece had little effect on 
the city’s garbage consumption. So 
Vangeline decided to bring the piece 
back in order to make her case again.

“Things haven’t changed — I walk 
down the street and see garbage over-
flowing with cups,” she said. “I sort of 
feel like I’m going to be doing this until 
I’m blue in the face.” 

This time, she hopes that audiences 
will walk away with a newfound sense 

of purpose and a plan to get rid of their 
wasteful coffee cup habits. 

“I hope that people who come to the 
show will get a mug and stop consum-
ing these coffee cups that end up in 
landfills. I hope it empowers people 
who feel like they can’t take action, 
that they can take a small action in 
daily life,” she said. 

“Wake Up and Smell the Coffee” 
at Triskelion Arts (106 Calyer St. at 
Banker Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473, www.vangeline.com). April 
20–22 at 8 pm. $16.

By Caroline Spivack

Stick it to the Man, Bay Ridge!
The hub of Brooklyn night life 

is swapping pints for protests this 
week. And whether you are red, blue, 
or purple, there are plenty of opportu-
nities to make your voice heard.

But first, get into the spirit of social 
rebellion on Saturday with some ’60s 
rock from local cover band Out of the 
Blue, at all-American bar Red, White, 
and Brew (8910 Fifth Ave. between 
89th and 90th streets) at 4 pm. Then 
keep the party — and the nod to the 
past — going at No Quarter with 
classic rock cover band Time Warp 
at 9 pm.

Then start your crusade for a better 
world on Tuesday — the deadline day 
for filing your taxes — by heading 
to the Peace Action Bay Ridge pro-
test of military spending at the Fort 
Hamilton Post Office (8801 Fifth Ave. 
between 88th and 89th streets). If you 
are fed-up with your hard-earned tax 
dollars going to anything other than 

filling up the moon-sized craters on 
Shore Road, this is the venue to vent 
your frustrations. The rally gets going 
at 8:30 am and will taper off at noon.

Once you have revved up your civi-
cally engaged engine, arm yourself with 

know-how at a tenant’s rights work-
shop put on by Fight Back Bay Ridge 
at the Fourth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (6753 Fourth Ave. between 
Senator and 68th streets) on Tuesday at 
6:30 pm. Learn about rent stabilization, 
senior citizen rent increase exceptions, 
how to file a housing complaint, and 
more. To get the most out of the night, 
come with questions for the reps from 
the Metropolitan Council of Housing.

And on Wednesday, engage with 
your neighbors at the “NY 11 Town 
Hall” at the Bay Ridge Manor (476 
76th St. between Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues) for residents of New York’s 11th 
congressional district, which includes 
Southern Brooklyn and Staten Island. 
The 7:30 pm gathering will feature 
experts from nearly a dozen local and 
city-wide groups discussing educa-
tion, health care, immigration, and 
more — although it will not feature 
Congressman Dan Donovan, who pre-
fers an electronic town hall to  appear-
ing in public .

By Bill Roundy

He’s a Rude dude!
A new weekly comedy show in 

Williamsburg is trying to fill the gap left by 
recently closed comedy venue the Annoyance. The 
host of Rude, happening each Tuesday at the South 
Fourth Bar, says that the title of his four-shows-in-
one comedy extravaganza is an oblique homage to the 
shuttered improv spot. 

“The name — besides just being a fun name that 
I like —  is kind of a nod to the Annoyance, where a 
lot of the performers come from,” said Williamsburg 
comedian Ian Lockwood. “We are inspired by the 
Annoyance, but we are a completely different entity. 
They might be annoying, but we’re a little bit rude.”

Many of the shows feature some amount of audi-
ence participation, said Lockwood — a factor that 
lets them take advantage of the many comedians in 
the audience. 

“The truth is, the people who come out to comedy 
shows every night are largely comedians themselves,” 
he said. “So we want to have a few slots for the audi-
ence to come up and join the show.”

Anyone who tosses their name into the hat might 
join the stage, but Lockwood is not worried about a 
few amateurs spoiling the show. 

“The performers at Rude are pretty talented, and 
they can handle it,” he said.

Each evening includes an improv performance, 
followed by three more shows, which lean towards 
experimental and absurd comedy, said Lockwood.

“You won’t see a standard five-minute stand-up 
set,” he said. “You’re more likely to see a weird char-
acter or a bizarre sketch.” 

Each Tuesday has a different line-up, but there 
are two recurring segments. One is “Sponsored 
By,” where hosts Sophie Zucker and Justin Linville 
pay over-the-top tribute to sponsor New Belgium 
Brewing, the makers of Fat Tire Amber Ale. The 
second is Lockwood’s own sketch group Fiona, 
which starts with loose plots but uses completely 
improvised dialogue, so the stories often go off the 
rails.

“It can get pretty wild, and anything can happen,” 
he said. 

Rude Comedy at South Fourth Bar and Cafe [90 
S. Fourth St. at Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
218–7478, www.south4thbar.com]. Tuesday nights at 7:30 
pm. Free. 

Bay Ridge Nights and rights!

A WAKE-UP CALL

Can she get a flat white?: The butoh theater show “Wake Up and Smell the Coffee,” open-
ing April 20 in Greenpoint, warns of an ecological apocalypse if people do not stop using 
disposable cups.   Michael Blase

Rude-y Tuesday: Comedian Ian Lockwood hosts the Rude Comedy 
show every Tuesday at South Fourth Bar in Williamsburg.
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

How Rude!
New comedy night makes 
up for the late Annoyance

Show uses 1,500 coffee cups to fight waste
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THE
GOLDEN
DRAGON 
ACROBATS
Sun, Apr 30 at 3pm

Sat, Apr 22 at 8pm

Tickets: $36-$55

Tickets: $25

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

PATTI
ELLA NOW 
AND THEN

AUSTIN:

S A 30 t 3

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

2

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College         
to Flatbush Avenue  

On-site paid parking available

A Con Edison Music Masters Series Event

“POWERFUL, HUMOROUS, AND HIGHLY CONTEMPORARY.”
��������	
�����


GRIPPING ENTERTAINMENT!
Playwright Jason Odell Williams
is a postmodern Clifford Odets.

SIMPLY SUPERB.
��������	��������

“

”

Top Ten 2016
L.A. Theatre Productions

New World Stages, 340 W 50th St (btwn 8th & 9th Aves.
Telecharge.com  212-239-6200  -  ChurchAndStateThePlay.com
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, APRIL 14
SPORTS, JORDAN 

BRAND CLASSIC: $15–
$75. 1 pm.

SAT, APRIL 15
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS GREAT AMER-
ICA TOUR: $57–$181. 
8 pm.

FRI, APRIL 21
MUSIC, RUFF RYDERS 

AND FRIENDS: With 
Eve, DMX, Swizz Beatz, 
The Lox, and Drag-On. 
$40–$260. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 22
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
Andre Berto vs Shawn 
Porter. $107–$299. Time 
tba.

MON, APRIL 24
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: 

With 50 Cent, Fabolous, 
O.T. Genasis, and Kap 
G. $20–$475. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 6
MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-

ISAND: $126–$1,200. 
8 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY 

GOOD MUSIC FEST: 
With Tyrese, Anthony 
Hamilton, KEM and 
Brandy. $65–$355. 8 
pm.

SAT, MAY 19
MUSIC, FUTURE: With 

Migos, Tory Lanez, 
Kodak Black and Zoey 
Dollaz. $49–$625. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVE-

NING WITH VIC-
TOR DROBYSH AND 
FRIENDS: $55–$395. 
7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN MUSIC 
FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, 
Uncle Murda, and more. 
$65–$166. 8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Eddie 
Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and 
more. $70–$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-

three basketball games 
with professional play-
ers. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL 

PACKAGE TOUR: With 
New Kids on the Block, 
Paula Abdul, and Boyz 
II Men. $25–$995. 7:30 
pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Pan Donuts and acoustic 
music. Free. 11 am to 1 
pm. Brooklyn Farmacy & 
Soda Fountain (513 Henry 
St. at Sackett Street in Car-
roll Gardens), brooklyn-
farmacyandsodafountain.
com. 

CRAFT ROOM: Get creative 
with a variety of Jewish 
themed crafts to choose 
from! Free with museum 
admission. 12:30 pm to 
2:30 pm. Jewish Children’s 
Museum [792 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Kingston Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
907–8833], www.jcm.mu-
seum. 

OUTDOORS, SENSORY PER-
CEPTION HIKE: Urban 
Park Ranger hiking guides 
will introduce you to the 
hidden gems of New York 
City while you learn orien-
teering skills. 1 pm. Canar-
sie Park [East 88th St. and 
Seaview Avenue in Canar-
sie, (718) 421–2021]. 

UNIVERSOUL CIRCUS: 3:30 
pm and 6:30 pm. See Fri-
day, April 14. 

MON, APRIL 17
READING, CHARLAMAGNE 

THA GOD: The co-host 
of Power 105.1’s The 
Breakfast Club shares his 
unlikely success story and 
discusses his new book, 
“Black Privilege: Opportu-
nity Comes to Those Who 
Create It.” $30 (includes 
book). 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

TALK, NIGHT TRAIN WITH 
WYATT CENAC: Brooklyn-
based comedy favorite 
Wyatt Cenac hosts the 
best local and international 
stand up comedians, musi-
cians, local celebrities, and 
the occasional surprise 
only found in Gowanus. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Andy Sandford, 
Maria Wojciechowski, Te-
resa Lee, and more. Free. 
8 pm. Friends and Lovers 
(641 Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

TUES, APRIL 18
EVENT, THE COST OF WAR 

TAX DAY RALLY: Peace 
Action Bay Ridge will hold 
a rally on tax day to pro-
test the money spent on 
the military. Free. 8:30–
11:30 am. Fort Hamilton 
Post Offi ce [88th Street at 
Fifth Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(646) 824–5506]. Free. 

TOUR, HISTORIC TOUR OF 
KINGS THEATRE: Explore 
the Kings Theatre on a 
guided tour, where you’ll 
learn about the history 
and architecture of the 
former movie palace and 
it’s new life after a $95M 
restoration to a state-of-
the-art live performance 
venue. $15. 11 am. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush 
Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

FRI, APRIL 14
DANCE, “MONOPOLY 

— THE LANDLORD’S 
GAME”: The board game 
about ruthless capital-
ism gets re-imagined as 
a dance piece. $18–$25. 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
[3 Lafayette Ave. between 
Nostrand Avenue and 
Bedford Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 624–8400], 
www.markmorrisdance-
group.org. 

FAMILY, UNIVERSOUL CIR-
CUS: The soul circus fea-
tures human and animal 
talent, including elephants, 
the Fresh Clownsss danc-
ers, motocross perform-
ers, and more. With a free 
shuttle bus from Brooklyn 
College subway stop. 
$16–$45. 10:30 am and 7 
pm. Aviator Sports and 
Events Center [3159 Flat-
bush Ave. in Floyd Bennett 
Field in Marine Park, (718) 
758–7500]. 

FAMILY, THROW AND TELL: 
A high energy juggling 
performance with Michael 
Karas! $10 general admis-
sion. 12:30 pm. Jewish 
Children’s Museum [792 
Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 907–8833], www.jcm.
museum. 

FILM, “LABYRINTH”: David 
Bowie! Jennifer Connelly! 
Muppets! Experience the 
dance magic dance while 
sipping an adult bever-
age. $4. 7 and 11:30 pm. 
Syndicated BK (40 Bogart 
St. at Thames Street in 
Bushwick). 

THEATER, “THE PANELS”: 
This play envisions an 
America where the govern-
ment sends its teenagers 
to camps to undergo rigor-
ous education in sexual ex-
perience. $18. 8 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

THEATER, “FRAGMENTED 
FRIDA”: This one-woman, 
two-act play portrays Mex-
ican painter Frida Kahlo’s 
determination to prove 
herself to the world. $59–
$79. 8 pm. BAM Fisher (321 
Ashland Pl. between Han-
sen Place and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, “HIDDEN FENCES 
— THE PLAY”: An absurd 
mashup of a play based 
on the movies “Hidden 
Figures” and “Fences.”” 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE 
COMEDY SHOW: A roam-
ing comedy show with free 
pizza, hosted by Lucas 
Connolly. With Kevin 
Avery, Ben Kronberg, Josh 
Gondelman, and more. 
Free. 8:30 PM. Big Irv’s 
(381 Hooper St. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg). 

SAT, APRIL 15
TALK, PUPS AND PAS-

TRIES: Grab free coffee 
and breakfast pastries and 
learn about the work of 
the Fort Greene Park Users 
and Pets Society. Free. 8–9 
am. Fort Greene Park Visi-
tor Center [Enter park at 

Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

COMEDY, CONEY ISLAND 
CIRCUS SIDESHOW: A 
traditional ten-in-one cir-
cus sideshow, with freaks, 
human curiosities, and 
amazing performances. 
Runs continuously all day. 
$10 ($5 kids). 1–8 pm. 
Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island), www.co-
neyisland.com. 

MUSIC, TINARIWEN, DEN-
GUE FEVER: $30 ($25 in 
advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

FAMILY, SPRING MIGRA-
TION: Budding birders 
learn the best spots to 
view our feathered friends. 
Free. 10 am. Prospect 
Park Picnic House (Pros-
pect Park West and Fifth 
Street in Park Slope), www.
prospectpark.org. 

FAMILY, SING-ALONG 
SHABBAT: Families can 
experience Shabbat with 
singing, guitar, puppetry 
and musical prayer. Free. 
10:45 am. Bay Ridge Jew-
ish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. between 80th and 
81st streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 836–3103], www.
brjc.org. 

TALK, FEAR OF SINGING 
WORKSHOP: An after-
noon singing workshop for 
“non-singers,” beginning 
singers, and anyone who 
wants to feel more com-
fortable with their voice. 
$85. 1:30 pm. Arts New 
York Oxford Space [138 S 
Oxford St. between Han-
son Place and Atlantic Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (603) 
721–1492], www.fearofs-
inging.com/workshops. 

ART, ART IN THE BAR: Grab 
a drink in one hand and a 
paintbrush in the other for 
these weekly art classes in 

the heated outdoor tent. 
$35-$45. 2–4 pm. Syca-
more [1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

MUSIC, “MUSIC IN MO-
TION”: A free family con-
cert on the fl oating barge, 
followed by a discussion 
with the artists. Free. 4 
pm. Bargemusic (Fulton 
Ferry Landing - (Brooklyn 
Bridge)), www. bargemu-
sic.org. 

MUSIC, MASTERWORKS 
SERIES: A classical concert 
of Bach, Schubert, and 
more, on a fl oating barge. 
$40 ($35 seniors, $20 stu-
dent). Bargemusic (Fulton 
Ferry Landing - (Brooklyn 
Bridge)), www. bargemu-
sic.org. 

ART, QUANTUM NATIVES: 
The art collective uses 
video game technology 
and sound design to proj-
ect fi ctional landscapes. 
$12–$15. 7 pm. Issue Proj-
ect Room [22 Boerum Pl. at 
Livingston Street in Down-
town, (718) 330–0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.
org. 

COMEDY, DEEP DISH COM-
EDY AT HELL PHONE: 
Amber Rollo hosts a 
stand-up show at this sexy 
speakeasy. Free. 10 pm. 
Hell Phone (247 Varet St. 
between White and Bogart 
streets in Bushwick), www.
hellphonebrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “FRAGMENTED 
FRIDA”: 2 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, April 14. 

THEATER, “THE PANELS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 14. 

FILM, “LABYRINTH”: 3:15, 
4:50, and 10:10 pm. See 
Friday, April 14. 

SUN, APRIL 16
MUSIC, ACOUSTIC SUNDAY 

MORNINGS WITH BOBBY 
& BUCKY: Enjoy Peter 

Katt’s out of the bag: Comedian Katt Williams will stop at 
Barclays Center on April 15 as part of his Great America tour. 
 Derek Blanks

The wig is up!: Drag queen and violinist Thorgy Thor will join 
comedian and singer Eliot Glaser at the “bad music made 
good” showcase “Haunting Renditions” at the Bell House 
on April 20.
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BRINGING WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCES HOME

(718) 368-5596  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org  Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

“Suspenseful, thrilling, and stunningly theatrical....”  
– NYTheatre.com

“A true force of nature!”  
– The Times (UK), 5 Star Review 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32 SATURDAY, MAY 6 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32
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ART, DRINK ’N’ DRAW: 
Bushwick’s Image gallery 
hosts nude fi gure drawing 
for artists. Booze and art 
supplies provided. $10. 8 
pm. Image Gallery [1501 
Broadway between Jeffer-
son Avenue and Cornelia 
Street in Bushwick, (917) 
449–2084], www.imagegal-
lery.nyc. 

NIGHTLIFE, JUKEBOX 
BINGO: A combination 
of bingo and music trivia, 
with a little bit of karaoke. 
Winners get free tickets to 
shows and events. Free. 8 
pm. Henri’s Backyard (256 
Fourth Ave. between Presi-
dent and Carroll streets in 
Park Slope). 

DANCE, “SURREPTITIOUS 
PREPARATIONS FOR AN 
IMPOSSIBLE TOTAL ACT”: 
Stephanie Skura directs 
seven dance improvisers. 
$20. 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

WED, APRIL 19
TALK, FAMILY CAREGIVER 

EDUCATION: Free educa-
tion for those caring for a 
loved one with Alzheimer’s 
and other types of demen-
tia. Free. 10 am. Center of 
Excellence for Alzheimer’s 
Disease [445 Lenox Rd. at 
Brooklyn Avenue in Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens, 
(718) 499–7701], www.
downstate.edu. 

MUSIC, A BENEFIT CON-
CERT FOR THE NEW 
YORK IMMIGRATION 
COALITION: A night of 
live music, drinking, and 

dancing in solidarity to 
support the amazing work 
of The New Immigration 
Coalition. $20 ($15 in ad-
vance). 6:45 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, MATUTO: A blend 
of Brazilian folk music and 
American bluegrass. Free. 
7:30 pm. BRIC Arts Media 
House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

THURS, APRIL 20
ART, SALEM ART WORKS 

EXHIBITION: An exhibit of 
new and emerging working 
artists titled the “Inherent 
Narrative.”” Free. 4 pm. 
Kingsborough Commu-
nity College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Oxford Street in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5000], www.kbcc.
cuny.edu. 

FAMILY, STEM NIGHT: 
Parents and children are 
invited to come and learn 
about the importance of 
a magnet school in their 
child’s education. Free. 5 
pm to 8 pm. IS 240 Andries 
Hudde [2500 Nostrand 
Ave. and Avenue K in Mid-
wood, (718) 744–8041]. 

TOUR, KINGS THEATRE 
HAPPY HOUR TOUR: 
Spend an evening at the 
beautifully restored Kings 
Theatre for a behind the 
scenes, historic tour of the 
venue paired with a glass 
of our best wine. Must 
be 21 or over. One glass 
of wine included with the 

ticket. $25. 6:30 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush 
Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

FUND-RAISER, CHIPS 
SPRING GALA: The Brook-
lyn soup kitchen Com-
munity Help in Park Slope 
hosts a fund-raising dinner 
that honors Joseph Holtz, 
co-founder of the Park 
Slope Food Co-op. $200. 
6:30 pm. The Green Build-
ing [452 Union St. at Bond 
Street in Gowanus, (718) 
522–3363], thegreenbuild-
ingnyc.com. 

COMEDY, KEVIN AND 
DEVIN GEEK OUT ABOUT 
WIZARDS: Comedian 
Kevin Maher and wizard 
Devin Person host a video 
variety show about pop-
culture depictions of wiz-
ards, from Shakespeare to 
Harry Potter. $15. 7 pm. 
Alamo Drafthouse [445 
Albee Square West be-
tween Willoughby and Ful-
ton streets in Downtown, 
(718) 513–2547], www.
drafthouse.com/nyc. 

COMEDY, THE RANGER 
ZONE: A variety show 
with comedy, poetry, and 
shadow puppets, hosted 
by the Ranger twin sis-
ters. Free. 7 pm. Branded 
Saloon [603 Vanderbilt 
Ave. at Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
484–8704], www.branded-
saloon.com. 

MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 
SLOPE GALA BENEFIT 
CONCERT: A night of clas-
sical music, followed by a 
wine and hors d’oeuvre re-
ception. $40. 7:30 pm. St. 

John’s Episcopal Church 
[139 St. John’s Pl. between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 783–
3928], www.saintjohns-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, “HAUNTING RENDI-
TIONS” WITH THORGY 
THORG: Eliot Glazer’s 
show, which re-imagines 
terrible tunes, welcomes 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race” star 
Thorgy Thor. $15. 8 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “A REEFER 
REVUE”: A burlesque cel-
ebration of marijuana to 
benefi t Coney Island USA. 
$15. 9 pm. Coney Island 
USA [1208 Surf Ave. at 
W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland.
com]. 

FRI, APRIL 21
TALK, WE WANTED A 

REVOLUTION: A daylong 
symposium featuring four 
panels on black revolution-
ary art practices. Free with 
$16 suggested admission. 
11:30 am–6 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, A.I.R. GALLERY OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: The gal-
lery opens three new solo 
exhibits. Free. 6–8 pm. 
A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plym-
outh St. between Pearl and 
Jay streets in Dumbo, (212) 
255–6651], www.airgal-
lery.org. 

FILM, “YARN”: This 2016 fi lm 

highlights women who are 
making a creative effort 
to redefi ne the tradition 
of knitting and crochet-
ing. Free. 6:30–9 pm. First 
Unitarian Chapel [116 Pier-
repont St. between Clinton 
Street and Monroe Place 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
624–5466], www.fuub.org. 

MUSIC, “NEW WORKS, OLD 
QUESTIONS”: New work 
created for piano, voice, 
fl ute, and horn, followed 
by a reception and discus-
sion with the composers. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music [58 
Seventh Ave. between Lin-
coln and Saint Johns plaes 
in Park Slope, (718) 622–
3300], www.bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, BACK IN THE USSR: 
Karaoke band the Oc-
casionalists perform a 
politically charged set-
list of pop, rap, motown, 
anything-goes songs. Pro-
ceeds to benefi t environ-
mentalist group 350.org. 
$12 ($10 in advance). 7:30 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com.

MUSIC, TONGUES IN TREES: 
The Brooklyn-based exper-
imental art rock Indian-folk 
group performs as part 
of the free performance 
series. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

SAT, APRIL 22
OUTDOORS, IT’S MY PARK 

DAY AT OWL’S HEAD 
PARK: Join the Owl’s Head 
Park Horticulture Group 
for its fi rst volunteer day 
of the season. Free. 10 
am. Owl’s Head Park (67th 
Street and Colonial Road in 
Bay Ridge), facebook.com/
owlsheadvolunteers. 

MUSIC, MEMORIAL CON-
CERT: Tribute concerts 
honoring Roman Borgman. 
Seating is limited. Free. 
7 pm. Trinity Lutheran 
Church (9020 Third Ave at 
91st Street in Bay Ridge), 
www.rbopera.com. 

MUSIC, CHAIRLIFT: $20. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Steel (319 
Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.
com/brooklyn-steel. 

ART, THE NEST PROJECT: 
Photographer Debbie Bax-
ter will build a giant nest 
in Boerum Hill’s Wyckoff 
Bond Community Garden 
on April 22, and photo-
graph naked people in 
the nest on the next two 
weekends. Free. 9 am–9 
pm. Wyckoff Bond Garden 
[195 Wyckoff St. at Bond 
Street in Boerum Hill, (718) 
237–1290], debbiebaxter.
com/earth-day-brooklyn. 

READING, LAURIE 
BERKNER: The children’s 
artist releases her new 
picture book, “We Are the 
Dinosaurs” and performs 
some of her famous tunes. 
Free. 11 am. Barnes and 
Noble [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–9066], www.
barnesandnoble.com. 
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Former St. John’s standout returns 
BY LAURA AMATO

He considers himself a pretty 
positive person. 

Cosmos defender Jimmy 
Mulligan always knew he 
could play professional soc-
cer, but the standout and for-
mer St. John’s star didn’t quite 
count on the long and winding 
road toward his dream or his 
roster spot with a professional 
soccer team. It hasn’t been 
easy, but Mulligan is positive 
it’s going to be smooth sail-
ing on the pitch this season in 
Brooklyn.

“It’s really nice, fi rst of all, 
just getting back to playing 
soccer is amazing,” said Mul-
ligan, who graduated from 
St. John’s in 2013. “This team 
and this staff is great and just 
being back in this area, in 
New York City, is incredible 
for me.”

Mulligan was certain he’d 
be drafted out of college, but 
his phone never rang and a 
tryout with Real Salt Lake 
didn’t pan out. It left the de-

fender searching for a new 
plan and a new spark of posi-
tivity — on and off the fi eld. 

He found it with the Cos-
mos. Mulligan was contacted 
by Cosmos coach Giovanni 
Savarese just after his tryout 
in Utah and it only took a few 
conversations for the pair to 
realize it was the perfect part-
nership. 

“Gio had been around this 
area and got to come to St. 
John’s games and saw me play 
a bunch of times and liked 
me,” Mulligan said. “So he 
brought me in on trial and I 
went on trial for like a month 
before it offi cially worked out. 
I’ve been with the team ever 
since, so that’s been about 
four years.”

Mulligan relished every 
moment on the fi eld with the 
Cosmos — playing out his 
dream just a few miles away 
from his hometown in Med-
ford, N.Y. But, as with most 
things in his career, it wasn’t 

BROOKLYN BOUND: Former St. John’s standout Jimmy Mulligan has found a professional home with the New 
York Cosmos, thankful to get back on the pitch after the squad opened up its season in Brooklyn.  
 New York Cosmos

BY LAURA AMATO
She was worried it wouldn’t 
work. 

Selena Philoxy trans-
ferred into the South Shore 
program two years ago with 
a mind full of doubts, ques-
tions and hopes. The senior 
forward — who previously 
played at Television and 
Films — silenced every single 
question this season, leading 
the Lady Vikings to the pro-
gram’s fi rst-ever Federation 
championship and emerging 
as a star on both sides of the 
ball. 

Philoxy was a defensive 
force and an offensive spark 
for South Shore and her suc-
cess on the court is why she 
is this year’s Courier Life 
Player of the Year. 

“Honestly, I didn’t even 
think I could get this far,” 
Philoxy said. “I didn’t know 
if I’d be able to fi t in with ev-
erybody. But then the fi rst 
year we won and I knew we 
could accomplish something. 
Then winning states, I’m just 
happy to have my teammates 
by my side and do what we 
could do.” 

Philoxy wasn’t the only 
senior on the South Shore 
roster this season, but she 
was the unquestioned leader 
of the group, looked upon to 
jumpstart her squad through-
out the year. But that wasn’t 
always an easy task. 

There were expectations 
and stats she needed to 
post and Philoxy admits it 
got to be a bit overwhelm-

ing at times. 
“In the middle of the sea-

son, it was tough,” she said. 
“I did think, I’m going to 
give up, but my teammates 
were by my side. That’s how 
they’ve always been and they 
let me know we were going to 
win and we were going to do 
this.”

Philoxy refocused her ef-
forts down the stretch and 
embraced the challenges of 
being a leader. She hadn’t al-
ways been part of the South 
Shore hoops culture, but this 
season Philoxy was an inte-
gral part of what the Lady Vi-
kings were going to do. 

Once she realized that, the 
rest was easy. 

Philoxy upped her defen-
DEFYING DOUBTERS: South Shore senior forward Selena Philoxy over-
came some middle-season doubts, leading the Lady Vikings to a city title 
and a Federation championship.  Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on page 47

Continued on page 47

South Shore star on top after 
a dominant senior season

• ‘I’m going to go for as 
many points as I can 
possibly can every time.’

• ‘I’m happy with how 
competitive this 
game was.’

— Hoops standout Zack Bruno on his drive for 
scoring for the Clippers every game.

— Softball coach Frank Marinello on 
the Bonnies’ efforts during loss.
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BY LAURA AMATO
It was a banner year for girls 
basketball in Brooklyn. 

South Shore fi nally 
erased memories of late-
season disappointments, 
clinching the New York 
State Federation “AA” ti-
tle after notching a third 
straight city champion-
ship. James Madison also 
went on an impressive post-
season run, capturing an 
“A” city title before coming 
up just short in the state 
semifi nals. Grand Street 
Campus added to the bor-
ough’s success in the Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League, 
making it as far as the “AA” 
semifi nals. 

Fontbonne Hall again 
dominated in the Catholic 
League, making yet another 
“A” championship game ap-
pearance, and while the Bon-
nies fell short of a title, the 
squad was far from disap-
pointed in its performance.

Meanwhile, St. Joseph 
made history in the “B” di-
vision, winning a Brook-
lyn-Queens title in the 
program’s fi rst season. Of 
course, none of that success 
would be possible without 
the players, and Brooklyn 
boasted some of the top tal-
ent on the hardwood this 
winter. Here’s who racked 
up the victories and padded 
their stat lines this season:

Player of the Year
Selena Philoxy, senior, 

South Shore

Coach of the Year 
Anwar Gladden, South 

Shore

The Lady Vikings’ 
leader helped his squad get 

over the Federation hump 
this winter, as South Shore 
captured the program’s 
fi rst-ever state title with a 
lopsided victory over The 
Mary Louis Academy in 
Glens Falls. It was a domi-
nant season for Gladden 
and his squad, sparked by a 
fi erce determination to not 
come up short again. 

First team
Lynette Taitt, senior, 

Bishop Loughlin

The Lions’ long-
time standout joined the 
1,000-point club this season, 
averaging 24.4 points per 
game. Taitt stepped into a 
more of a leadership role for 
the young Loughlin squad, 
but found a way to pack her 
stat sheet while still helping 
her teammates. She’s set to 
take her talents to Manhat-
tan College next season. 

Destiny Philoxy, ju-

nior, South Shore

The unquestioned leader 
of the Lady Vikings’ offense, 
Philoxy was the squad’s gen-
eral on the court, pushing 
the team back to another 
city title and its fi rst-ever 
state championship. The 
point guard, who commit-
ted to UMass during the sea-
son, tallied up the assists, 
regularly setting up her 
teammates as South Shore 
cruised to a perfect record 
against city competition. 

Ericka James, sopho-

more, James Madison

The Lady Golden 
Knights’ standout did a bit 
of everything this season, 
leading her team to a city 
title and a solid showing 
in the Federation tourna-

All-Brooklyn Girls’ 
Basketball Honors

BY LAURA AMATO
Fontbonne Hall softball coach 
Frank Marinello stood in front 
of his team and told them they 
played well. 

They had, they just didn’t 
win the game. 

The Bonnies dropped a 
1–0 matchup to Archbishop 
Molloy on April 10, a closely 
contested showdown that 
Marinello couldn’t quite 
bring himself to be disap-
pointed over. 

“You know my line, 
right? If you blink you lose,” 
Marinello said. “We’re a 
young team. I’m very happy. 
No one is happy losing, but 
I’m happy with how competi-
tive this game was.”

Fontbonne came up on the 
wrong end of a pitcher’s duel 
as both squad’s starters bat-
tled in the circle. Arianna 
Heinsch led the charge for 
the Bonnies, while Molloy’s 
Kelsey Carr set the tone for 
the Stanners. 

Heinsch — who had big 
shoes to fi ll this season, step-
ping into the circle after 
Fontbonne graduated former 
standout Bianca Marletta — 
gave up just two hits in the 
bottom of the fourth, but they 
both proved costly. 

Jessica Hickey connected 
on a leadoff double into left 

fi eld and notched the game’s 
only run on a short single 
from Taylor Torres. 

The Bonnies were half-a-
second away from making 
the play at the plate, but the 
throw came just a moment too 
late as Hickey slid into home. 

“Ari threw 85 pitches 
and really gave up a hit and 

a half,” Marinello said. “I 
wouldn’t even call it two hits. 
It was a great game, though.”

That was as much as Mol-
loy would get, but it was all 
the Stanners would need as 
Carr continued to fan batters 
down the stretch. 

The Molloy freshman 

TWO-HIT MISCUE: Fontbonne pitcher Arianna Heinsch gave up just two 
hits, but they were enough to hand the Bonnies a 1–0 loss against Arch-
bishop Molloy on April 10.  Photo by William Thomas

BY LAURA AMATO
There wasn’t really a choice. 

Xaverian senior basket-
ball standout Zack Bruno al-
ways knew he was going to 
spend his fi nal season with 
the Clippers. He didn’t even 
consider the possibility of 
transferring, despite a hand-
ful of questions and concerns 
about the young squad. He 
came to Xaverian for a very 
simple reason — he loved it — 
and one challenge wasn’t go-
ing to change that. 

Bruno stayed and, while 
the team failed to notch a 
second-straight city title, the 
Clippers’ combo guard doesn’t 
regret his decision. 

“I’m a loyal person,” Bruno 
said. “I decided to come to 
Xaverian for a reason and I 

didn’t plan on leaving, no mat-
ter the circumstances. I’m a 
Xaverian guy, love Xaverian 

and I wanted to stick with my 
program.”

Bruno couldn’t spark a 
postseason run on his own, 
but he made sure his presence 
was known every single time 
he stepped onto the court. 

He led the team with 21 
points per game and fi nished 
fourth in the Catholic High 
School Athletic Association 
in scoring. Of course, there 
was never much of a question 
as to what Bruno’s on-court 
strengths were, either. He’s 
always been a scorer. 

“I love it,” Bruno said. 
“That’s what I live for. I live 
for scoring. When I was 8 
years old and I started play-
ing basketball, my brother 
told me I was a scorer and 

ATTACKING THE HOOP: Xaverian 
senior Zack Bruno was focused on 
scoring all season, priding himself 
on his ability to rack up points. 
 Photo by William Thomas

Bonnies can’t break it 
open against Molloy

Continued on page 47

Continued on page 47
Continued on page 47

Staying the course: Clippers 
star is ready for next step

BACK ON TOP: South Shore's Desinty Philoxy was an offensive 
force to be reckoned with this season, leading the Lady Vikings to 
a third straight city title.  File photo by Robert Cole
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racked up 16 strikeouts on 
the day, giving up just two 
hits and four walks.

“I’m just trying to throw 
strikes,” Carr said of her ap-
proach. “That’s pretty much 
it. I’m just trying to get into 
a rhythm.”

Fontbonne’s best chance 
came in at top of the sixth in-
ning as Alexa Bertelle con-
nected on a leadoff single and 
Abigal Fogliano followed two 
batters later with a walk. 

The Bonnies, however, 
couldn’t take advantage. 
Natalie Lacognata hit into a 
fi elders choice, forcing Ber-
telle out at third, and a fl y out 
wrapped up the inning with-
out a run crossing home. 

Fontbonne connected on 
its fi nal hit — a two-out sin-
gle from Sydney Lacognata 
— in the seventh inning, but 
the Bonnies offense failed to 
completely hit its stride. 

“We’ve got to move the 
ball around a little bit,” 
Marinello said. “I think if we 
start to move the ball around 

a little bit, we’ll be alright.”
It’s the second time Font-

bonne has come up short 
against Molloy this season, 
but the Bonnies aren’t dis-
couraged yet. The squad is 
just as confi dent as ever, anx-
ious to prove itself sooner 
rather than later and, most 
importantly, certain it can 
win another pitcher’s duel as 

the season continues. 
The players are young, but 

they’re competing and, right 
now, that’s all Marinello 
cares about. 

“It looks like we can play 
with everybody right now,” 
he said. “We’re going to live 
to see another day and I’m 
sure we’ll see [Molloy] again 
down the road.”

SLIDING HOME: Molloy’s Jessica Hickey scores the game’s only run as 
the Stanners took down Fontbonne 1–0 in a league matchup on April 10. 
 Photo by William Thomas

always easy and he spent last 
season on loan with the Swope 
Park Rangers. 

Mulligan was anxious to 
return to New York this year, 
but the Cosmos’ uncertain fu-
ture left him with more ques-
tions than answers. He did 
his best to stay positive, but 
that was sometimes easier 
said than done. 

“It was tough. I really, re-
ally wanted to play and I had 
an agent at the time who knew 
I could play,” Mulligan said. 
“And it was really just a wait-
ing game and it was tough and 
really stressful. You just keep 
pushing yourself, you keep 
driving and you hope things 
are going to work out.”

Mulligan’s belief eventu-
ally paid off and the Cosmos 
were saved by Rocco Com-
misso, who purchased the 
team last December and kept 
a familiar roster of experi-
enced players. 

The squad did its collective 

best to keep things as normal 
as possible heading into its 
April 1 home opener and Mul-
ligan is confi dent in what his 
team can do throughout the 
season. 

“We came right back in 
and things took off where we 
left off,” he said. “It’s a great 
locker room, one of the best 
we’ve had and we were ready 
and pumped and anxious to 
get the season going.”

He has to stop and pinch 
himself every now and then, 
always a bit stunned to fi nd 
himself living out his dream, 
but Mulligan wouldn’t trade 
any of it — despite the ups 
and downs of the last few sea-
sons. After all, being part of 
the Cosmos means he’s part 
of soccer history.

“It’s really crazy to think 
about all the legends that have 
played for this team,” Mul-
ligan said. “I was just happy 
to be part of a professional 
team and to get to keep play-
ing after college and be able 
to learn from such amazing 
professionals, it’s been unbe-
lievable.”

sive intensity late in the sea-
son, shutting down opposing 
scoring threats with her size 
and physicality on the block. 
She also chipped in 9.4 points 
and 7.8 rebounds per game 
during the regular season 
before taking it to another 
level in the playoffs, averag-
ing 12 points per contest en 
route to another city title. 

“It defi nitely got challeng-
ing,” Philoxy said of her on-
court expectations. “Know-
ing that people look up to 

me and people want me to do 
certain things. I just had to 
do it and that was one of the 
hardest things for me to do.”

Philoxy came to South 
Shore for a reason — she 
wanted to make history. And 
she did, lifting the Lady Vi-
kings to a lopsided victory 
over The Mary Louis Acad-
emy in the Federation cham-
pionship. Even now, weeks 
removed from that matchup, 
Philoxy can’t quite wipe the 
smile off her face when she 
talks about the game. 

“It’s not like we won by 
fi ve. We won by almost 30,” 
she said. “We just had to get 

respect. Last season we lost 
in states by almost 20 and 
we just wanted to come back 
and show everybody what 
we’re really about.”

Her two seasons in Ca-
narsie weren’t always easy, 
but Philoxy wouldn’t change 
a moment of it and, now, 
she’s ready to take her game 
to the next level. She’ll head 
to Seton Hall next season, 
determined to prove herself 
all over again. 

“The focus right now is 
on Seton Hall,” Philoxy said. 
“I’m just ready to meet new 
people and play and I can’t 
wait.” 

ment. James packed her stat 
sheet during the regular sea-
son, averaging 20.5 points, 7.5 
rebounds and 3.5 assists per 
game. She was just as strong 
during the post season, aver-
aging 15.2 points, 4.2 rebounds 
and 2.6 assists per contest.

Asinae Johnson, junior, 

Grand Street Campus

A dominant two-way 
player, Johnson frequently let 
her defense set up her offense. 
She was a force to be reckoned 
with in transition play, push-
ing past opposing players with 
ease and averaging 15.4 points, 
4.5 rebounds and 3.3 assists 
during the season. 

Alexis Sykes, senior, Naz-

areth

A team captain in her fi nal 
season on the squad, Sykes 
did a bit of everything for the 
Lady Kingsmen. She averaged 
13 points, 6.6 rebounds, 2.9 as-
sists and 2.3 steals per game, 
keeping Nazareth focused 
throughout a season that was 
chock-full of ups and downs 
and challenging matchups. 

Second team
Shanice Graves, senior, 

Grand Street Campus

A Mayor’s Cup partici-
pant, Graves was a leader for 
the Lady Wolves in her fi nal 
season on the hardwood. She 
averaged 12.3 points and 2.45 
rebounds during the regular 
season and was a spark plug 

in the back court.  
Meghan Glynn, senior, 

Fontbonne Hall

A multi-year standout for 
the Bonnies, the forward was a 
big reason the squad returned 
to the Brooklyn-Queens cham-
pionship game this year. 
Glynn, who was also named 
a team captain, averaged 10.1 
points and four rebounds per 
game. 

Kelly O’Donnell, senior, 

St. Edmund Prep

The forward was a scoring 
force to be reckoned with this 
season, averaging a whopping 
21.2 points per game and even 
notching a 34-point perfor-
mance during the year. The St. 
Joseph college-bound O’Donnell 
also joined the 1,000-point club 
this season and averaged 7.3 re-
bounds per game. 

Tshai Corbie, senior, 

South Shore

Corbie, who competed in 
the Mayor’s Cup, was a big-
time shooting threat for the 
Lady Vikings this season. 
She connected on a handful of 
clutch buckets throughout the 
season, but the Coppin State 
commit had her best game in 
the city fi nal, earning MVP 
honors for her performance. 

Nia Bishop, junior, Boys 

and Girls

The shooting guard lived 
up to her position’s reputation 
this season, leading Brooklyn 
AA Group 1 in scoring. Bishop 
averaged 23 points per game 
during the regular season, in 
addition to 9.6 rebounds and 
fi ve assists. 

from there on out, I just fo-
cused on that for the rest of 
my career.”

Bruno notched 13 different 
20-point performances dur-
ing the season, and while he 
was focused on being a leader 
for Xaverian this winter, 
he’s quick to admit his fi rst 
thought was always to put the 
ball in the basket. 

“It’s just to attack,” Bruno 
said. “I’m a killer. I’m going 
to go for as many points as 
I possibly can every time I 
step on the court. That’s re-
ally it.”

Bruno’s high-school ca-
reer came up short — an 

early playoff exit that stung 
just a bit more than he ex-
pected — but he showcased 
his skills one fi nal time on 
April 2, competing in the 
Mayor’s Cup at Baruch Col-
lege. 

He packed his stat line 
once more and he’s hoping 
performances like that will 
help take his game to the 
next level. 

Bruno was always certain 
of his future at Xaverian, but 
the fi nal stretch of his senior 
year is still a bit up in the 
air. There’s only one thing 
he’s positive of — he wants to 
keep playing basketball. 

“I’m just testing the wa-
ters,” Bruno said. “I might 
go to a prep school. I’m going 
to play some AAU so I can get 

some more options, but right 
now I’m just working on my 
game. I want to be the best 
player I can be.”

The questions and the un-
certainty of the future would 
be enough to terrify even the 
most confi dent high-school 
senior, but Bruno isn’t wor-
ried. After all, he stayed at 
Xaverian for a reason and 
he knows his years with the 
Clippers have set him up for 
just one thing — success. 

“There’s nothing to be 
scared of,” Bruno said. “I 
know how good I am and I 
know where I should be. I’m 
not there yet, but I made a 
promise to my family and 
myself that I’m going to get 
to where I want to be. That’s 
what’s next.”

Continued from page 45 

MULLIGAN
Continued from page 46 
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Continued from page 45 
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Continued from page 46 

BRUNO

Continued from page 46 
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Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$13956, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS:

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$4,995!*

IN BROOKLYN

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,405, VIN#3FHR25651. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees 
add’l. Inc $2,250 Ford Factory Rebate & $500 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC50261. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,340 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 4/30/17.

2015 FORD FLEX SE    
Auto, A/C, Black, 32K Mi,
Stk#2125F  .................. Buy For 

$17,995*

2014 CHRYSLER 300 AWD    
Auto, White, A/C, 33K Mi,
Stk#2135F  ................. Buy For 

$18,999*

2014 FORD EXPLORER   
Auto, Black, 53K Mi,
Stk#2129F  .................. Buy For 

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White, 30K Mi,
Stk#2077F  ............... Buy For 

$21,995*

2016 FORD EDGE 4X4 SEL    
Auto, A/C, Black, 7K Mi,
Stk#2152F ...............Buy For 

$23,999*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black, 19K Mi,
Stk#2183F  ............... Buy For

$24,995*

2007 MERCURY MILAN  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
45K Mi, Stk#2186F  ...... Buy For 

$4,995*

2014 FORD FOCUS SEL  
Auto, Lthr, M/Roof, Gray,
13K Mi, Stk#2173F  ...... Buy For 

$9,999*

2013 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA  
Auto, A/C, Silver,
49K Mi, Stk#2190F  ...... Buy For 

$9,999*

2011 LINCOLN MKS AWD  
Auto, M/Roof, Nav, White,
81K Mi, Stk#2170F  ... Buy For 

$11,999*

2014 FORD ESCAPE SE 4X4    
Grey, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/ Wind/Locks.
Stk#2138F. 70K Mi.  .Buy For

$12,495*

2013 FORD CMAX HYBRID SEL  
Auto, S/Roof, Lthr, Nav,
36K Mi, Stk#2107F  ... Buy For

$13,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  .... Buy For

$15,995*

2014 FORD TAURUS LTD    
Auto, A/C, Red, 33K Mi,
Stk#9068F  ................................ Buy For  

$16,999*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F ...... Buy For 

$16,999*


