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BY LAUREN GILL
Their cups runneth over!

A dance performance 
featuring 1,500 coffee 
cups littered across its set 
will spill onto the stage of 
Greenpoint’s Triskelion 
Arts on April 20–22. The 
director of “Wake Up and 
Smell the Coffee” says that 

it aims to confront people 
with the amount of waste 
they produce by drinking 
out of disposable drink ves-
sels. 

“People are so stressed 
out, they don’t want to 
hear about it,” said Vange-
line, a Gowanus resident. 
“Maybe one way to show 

people was to collect all of 
these cups, put them on-
stage, and show you this is 
the amount of garbage you 
create.” 

The Vangeline Theater 
company specializes in a 
type of Japanese theater 
called butoh, an avant-

BY COLIN MIXSON
Another potential buyer wants a 
seat at the stable.

The city has now entered ne-
gotiations with the owner of the 
bankrupt Kensington Stables to 
purchase its aging Caton Place 
barn, with an eye toward keeping 
Brooklyn’s last remaining sta-
bles in the horse business.

“[The Parks Department] is 
interested in keeping the prop-
erty to operate stables serving 
Prospect Park,” said Marc Yaver-
baum, the agent representing the 
Blankinship family in the sale of 
55 Caton Place. 

The stables barn was put up 
for auction earlier this year after 
the  Blankinships fell behind on 
their tax payments and ran up a 
debt they couldn’t pay off , accord-
ing to Kensington Stables man-
ager Walker Blankinship.

But just before the parcel hit 
the block,  a mysterious buyer 
rode in with an offer to purchase 
the property, redevelop it and 
keep operating stables there  in 
an arrangement similar to that 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Locals are hoping for new 
dawn at  New Dawn Tran-
sit , now that the operator of 
the  much-despised bus de-
pot  on E. 69th Street is un-
der new ownership.

Illinois-based transit 
company National Express 
has purchased New Dawn 
Transit — which residents 

have long griped about be-
cause of the  constant noise 
and pollution from its fl eet 
of buses  — and locals are 
now warily optimistic 
about seeing some improve-
ment, said the president of 
the Bergen Beach Civic As-
sociation. 

“Only a fool would say, 

Continued on page 10
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Coney honoring carnie history
BY CAROLINE SPIVACK

Take a deep drink of sideshow 
history!

Some of history’s greatest 
sword swallowers, fi re eaters, and 
sideshow oddballs will fi nally re-
ceive their due next weekend at 
the Sideshow Hall of Fame induc-
tion ceremony in Coney Island. 
At the event, which kicks off the 
10th annual “Congress of Curious 
Peoples” festival running April 
21–30 at various Coney venues, 
audience members and afi ciona-
dos will drunkenly deliberate on 
which curious characters will be 

immortalized in the Sideshow 
Hall of Fame. The crowd will also 
get a thorough education on some 
of the world’s premiere oddities, 
but they might not remember the 
details the next morning, said 
one organizer.

“It’s like the show ‘Drunk His-
tory,’ ” said Dick Zigun, who runs 
Coney Island USA. “We take it 
very seriously. People are ex-
tremely knowledgeable, but by 
the end of the night people are 
stinking drunk — it’s good fun.”

The Sideshow Hall of Fame has 

Continued on page 6

THE WALL OF FAME: Sideshow impresario Dick Zigun will unveil the Sideshow 
Hall of Fame plaque at Coney Island’s Congress of Curious Peoples opener on 
April 21. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

A FLAT WHITE: The butoh 
theater show “Wake Up and 
Smell the Coffee,” warns of 
an ecological apocalypse.

THEY’RE
SUPER 

FREAKS!

Hold your 
horses! 

Show is a wake-up callIt’s a New Dawn
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City steps in to 
bid for stables
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When you want the best taste and the highest quality,
our premium meats are as fresh as it gets. 

Hours: Monday – Saturday 9am – 8pm, Sunday 9am – 6pm   
                                              We deliver anywhere in Brooklyn

This Week’s Special 

CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS 

79C lb. 

    ATLAS
MEAT MARKET

387 Ave. X (Between E. 1st & 2nd) 
347-915-2000
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s game-on at the People’s 
Playground! 

Coney Island roared to 
life on April 9 with the open-
ing of Luna Park and Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Amusement 
Park. Revelers enjoyed new 
rides and old favorites, and 
noshed on classic Coney 
fair to christen the start 
of the season. The opening 
weekend visit was a rite of 
passage for young Brook-
lynites, said one Sunset 
Parker who came out with 
his family for the festivi-
ties. 

“It’s a family tradition 
to come out here with the 
kids,” said Osorio Perez, 
who waited outside the 
gates of Luna Park with 
his two daughters an hour 
early to get fi rst crack at 
the rides. “My dad brought 
me here, his dad brought 
him here, now I bring my 
girls. You can’t be a Brook-
lyn kid and not love com-
ing here — who needs Six 
Flags when you’ve got Co-
ney Island?” 

The Cyclone took off on 
its fi rst run of the season af-
ter Borough President Ad-

ams smashed a customary 
egg cream over the coaster. 
And Wonder Wheel own-
ers — brothers Dennis and 
Steve Vourderis — offi ci-
ated the annual “Blessing 
of the Rides,” before the 
fi rst 97 revelers took a free 
spin on the wondrous wheel 
in honor of its 97 glorious 
years.  

And the views were 
to die for on the balmy 
spring day, said one thrill 
seeker.

“It was a gorgeous sight 
up there,” said Coney Is-
lander Joseph Lipinski, 
who dangled in one of the 
ride’s swinging cars with 
his wife. “You could see all 
of Coney Island up there 
and even Staten Island. 
Clear blue skies as far as the 
eye can see.” 

Adrenaline junkies 
zipped on the  newly refur-
bished Cyclone  — which 
turns 90 this year — fought 
for survival in  a 
virtual reality 
zombie shooter , 
and took a literal 
spin on the  high-
fl ying tilt-a-whirl, 
the Endeavor,  

among other rides. 
Those who pre-

fer their feet fi rmly 
planted on the 
ground explored 
Sodom by the Sea’s 
past at the Coney Is-
land History Project, 
sampled egg creams, 
and sunk their teeth 
into  the original 
Feltman’s of Coney 
Island hot dogs  — 
which opened a ki-
osk as a preview to 
its Memorial Day 
grand opening on 
Surf Avenue. 

Coney Island’s 
annual opening 
shindig is nothing 
short of magic, said 
one reveler. 

“I come for the 
opening every year 
because it makes 
me feel like a kid again,” 
said Bensonhurster Rhoda 
Sotto. “There’s something 

magical about being 
here when it all gets 
going.”

IT’S A TRADITION OF FUN
Coney Island’s amusement district kicks off another thrilling season 

COASTER FORCE ONE: (Above) 
After Borough President Adams 
christened the coaster by smash-
ing an egg cream over the fi rst car, 
(right) he and Brooklyn’s bravest 
pols took the fi rst spin before the 
ride was opened up to the public.  
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They just can’t get enough!

A group of Cyclone diehards who 
were stranded on the Coney Island 
coaster after  it malfunctioned on 
opening day in 2015  have made a tra-
dition of lining up together each year 
to snag the fi rst seats of the season. 
Now being at the front of the queue 
is less about scoring the coveted fi rst 
ride, and more about reveling in their 
fanatical love for the Cyclone, said 
one thrill seeker. 

 “It’s no longer about who is number 
one,” said Bensonhurster David Zubin, 
who has come out for the coaster’s sea-
son opener for more than a decade and 
is one of the stalwarts who call them-
selves the Cyclone Seven. “It’s about 
the camaraderie. Ever since we got 
stuck up on there, we’ve tried to make 
it a tradition of coming together.” 

 After getting stuck, the seven riders 
fi rst met up a week later to prove to crit-
ics that one bout of bad luck wouldn’t 
stop fans from coming out for the Cy-
clone.  Now the group, which has mem-
bers from Brooklyn, Long Island, and 
upstate New York, has begun meeting 
annually.

 This year, only four of the seven 
could make it on opening day. But that 

didn’t stop them from making the most 
of the morning by swapping Cyclone 
stories and ordering breakfast from a 
nearby iHop. 

The majority of the club’s members 
staked out a spot at roughly 3 am — 
nine hours before the fi rst ride. One 
loyal fan even camped out starting at 9 
am the day before to ensure the pack’s 
place on the wooden throne.

It’s a tradition that commemorates 
the Cyclone’s role in riders’ lives as 
well as in history, said another Cyclone 
disciple. 

“I grew up with the Cyclone — took 
my fi rst ride when I was seven years 
old. I just love it,” said Erik Knapp, who 
is known as “Mr. Cyclone” for his dedi-
cation to scoring the fi rst spot in line. 
“And today we’re bombarded with all 
this technology, so I say, ‘Let’s take a 
step back and enjoy this thing that’s 
still going after 90 years — one of the 
world’s oldest roller coasters is in our 
backyard.’ ” 

In fact, it was Knapp’s enthusiasm 
that inspired one of the Cyclone Seven 
to come out for the fi rst day of the sea-
son back in 2015. 

“This guy got me hooked on this,” 
said Long Island resident Adam Mey-
ers, referring to Mr. Cyclone. “I saw 
him on TV doing this and it made me 
want to join him. Now I plan on doing 
this until I die.” 

For another rider, it’s about carry-
ing on the family torch.

“Eighty years ago, my grandmother 
was skipping class to ride the Cyclone. 
She was born and raised in Coney Is-
land, so my whole family grew up rid-
ing it,” said Diana Elsener, who em-
barked on a nearly three hour car trip 
from upstate New York to make it. “My 
cousin put it as being a way of carrying 
on the family tradition.”

‘Cyclone Seven’ return for 1st ride of the season

COASTER CREW: Four of the so-called “Cy-
clone Seven” camped out for the fi rst ride 
and bonded over their shared love of Coney. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

STILL NUMBER 1!: Cyclone diehard Erik Knapp, also 
known as “Mr. Cyclone,” was yet again fi rst in line to 
take a ride on Coney Island’s iconic coaster.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15 000
$15,000

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
So who is responsible to no-
tify you when thousands of 
gallons of oil spill on your 
local shore? The answer 
may surprise you.

State and federal agen-
cies and offi cials are pass-
ing the buck on whose job 
it is to warn those who fi sh 
and boat in Gravesend Bay 
that  a local oil distributor 
spilled more than 27,000 
gallons of fuel into the wa-
terway on March 30.  And 
more than a week after 
the accident, information 
is trickling in to residents 
as agencies tussle with the 
task.

Bayside Fuel Oil De-
pot Corporation duly re-
ported the spill to the 
state Department of En-
vironmental Conserva-
tion on March 30 at 4 am 
— within two hours af-
ter the spill, as required 
by U.S. law — but the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Conservation sat on 
the information for more 
than a week before notify-
ing the mayor and Coun-
cilman Mark Treyger on 
April 7.

By then, however, 
Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land) and other pols had 
already heard about the 
spill — not from the state, 
but from neighborhood 

environmentalists who 
were alerted to the spill 
by whistleblowers at the 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation.

But a department 
spokeswoman said that 
it’s not the agency’s job to 
tell local officials and the 
public about incidents like 
the recent oil spill, and 
the department was just 
doing them a favor when 
it finally let them know 
about it more than a week 
later.

“While State Envi-
ronmental Conservation 
Law does not require no-
tifi cation for fuel spills of 
this nature, following the 
March 30 spill at Bayside 
Oil Terminal, [Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation] went above 
the requirement and noti-
fi ed various local elected 
offi cials multiple times to 
inform them of the state’s 
response and oversight of 
the incident,” said Erica 
Ringewald.

Not all local elected of-
fi cials were being kept in 
the dark, however.

Rep. Dan Donovan (R–
Bay Ridge) got a head’s up 
about the spill from the 
federal Environmental 
Protection Agency the day 
it happened.

But because the notice 

was designated “For Of-
ficial Use Only,” it wasn’t 
Donovan’s job either to 
let his constituents in on 
the news, according to his 
director of communica-
tions.

“It’s not our role, and 
it’d be improper for us 
to tell others what the 
agency feels is not ready 
to be released publicly,” 
said Patrick Ryan, con-
tending the notice was in-
tended for internal com-
munication and not for 
public release. “The ex-
pectation that a federal 
representative be respon-
sible for the notification 
process of a state agency 
is just misguided.”

Donovan was exclu-
sively notifi ed by the En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency because he is the 
local congressman, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the 
agency. But that’s the only 
person the agency planned 
to tell, because it’s not the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s job either to alert 
the public when thousands 
of gallons of toxic fuel spill 
into a public waterway, he 
said.

That jobs falls to the 
state and the U.S. Coast 
Guard, said the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 

Pass the muck! 
State and federal environmental agencies say 
it’s not their job to warn locals about oil spill

BLOWING THE WHISTLE: Local environmental advocate Pamela Pettyjohn took it upon herself to 
alert the public and local offi cials about the oil spill in Gravesend Bay — and it’s a good thing too, since 
state and federal environmental agencies say it’s not their job to do it.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued on page 5
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNNew Yor

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a turn for the bet-
ter!

A new stop sign on Cad-
man Plaza East and Red 
Cross Place in Downtown 
will keep drivers from fl y-
ing around an intersection 
routinely choked with pe-
destrians searching for the 
Brooklyn Bridge, says the 
advocate who petitioned 
the city for the red octa-
gon.

“There’s a lot of pedes-
trian traffi c, and to me the 
most important thing to do 
was reduce speeds of the 
vehicles that would blow 
around the corner at 20 
miles per hour,” said Brian 
Howald, a member of Com-
munity Board 2’s trans-
portation committee, who 
submitted a request to the 
Department of Transporta-
tion for the stop sign in Sep-
tember. 

The agency installed the 

sign and street markings in 
March, after determining 
that one was needed at the 
location, a spokeswoman 
said.

Previously, motorists 
traveling into Downtown 
from Dumbo encountered 
barricades at the inter-
section, where federal au-
thorities have blocked off 
a stretch in front of the 
United States Eastern 
District courthouse to ac-
commodate parking for 
judges.

Howald said cars 
that are forced to turn 
left at that point often 
speed around the bend 
into an area near the 
High Street subway sta-
tion often crowded with 
walkers bound for the 
bridge, parks and sights 
of Brooklyn Heights and 
Dumbo.

“People are always cross-
ing at that intersection and 

drivers are making 
a left, not looking at 
crossing traffi c,” he 
said.

Now, with the new 
stop sign, motorists 
will need to brake 
before rounding that 
curve and pedestri-
ans have dedicated 
spaces to cross on 
newly-painted cross-
walks.

There haven’t 
been any injuries or 
fatalities at the in-
tersection this year, 
but there have been 
four vehicular colli-
sions,  according to 
city data .

M e a n w h i l e , 
Howald is pumped about 
getting the stop sign in-
stalled, saying that each 
little bit of pedestrian 
safety counts. 

“In its own little small-
town way it feels pretty 

empowering,” he said. “It’s 
good to know that when you 
spot a defi ciency in how the 
city is protecting pedestri-
ans and point out the error 
that they’ll come and fi x it 
sometimes.”

SAFETY FIRST: Brian Howald submit-
ted a request for the transportation 
department to install this stop sign at 
a busy pedestrian crossing Downtown.
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Driving safety home
City installs new stop sign to keep tourists safe

spokesman.
“[Environmental Pro-

tection Agency] did not 
perform notifi cations 
for this response,” said 
agency spokesman Elias 
Rodriguez. “[The state De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Conservation] and the 
[U.S. Coast Guard] were 
the lead agencies. [The En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency’s] role in this spill 
was to provide techni-
cal assistance in support 
of the [U.S. Coast Guard] 
and [state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion].”

The Coast Guard 
could not be reached for 
comment.

In light of the local 
outrage over the spill 
and lack of communica-
tion, Donovan penned a 
letter to the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s 
regional offi ce express-
ing the community’s 
concerns and looking 
for ways to improve the 
agency’s notifi cation pro-
cedures.

“I write to inquire 
about the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s 
processes and protocols 
for public notifi cations of 
incidents like last week’s 
Gravesend oil spill,” 
Donovan wrote in a let-
ter to the agency. “Lo-
cal stakeholders have 
expressed concerns that 
the public did not receive 
timely information about 
the response and cleanup 
effort.”

But the number of 
agencies unwilling to 
step up to the plate and 
notify locals about such 
incidents is inexcusable, 
and points to a lack of re-
spect for the area, said 
one local environmental 
advocate.

“It’s not even a com-
mon courtesy — when 
you see something, say 
something,” said Pa-
mela Pettyjohn. “Let 
people know, especially 
when it could result in 
an adverse reaction to 
people and the marine 
life. It’s certainly not 
my job to tell people, but 
I do it anyway, because 
I care about the people 
here.”

SPILL
Continued from page 4
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fi ve categories: Born Differ-
ent, Self-Infl icted (those who 
alter their body with tattoos 
or piercings, for instance), 
Working Acts (sideshow per-
formers such as knife throw-
ers and sword swallowers), 
Show Folk (the producers 
and talent behind the side-
show) and Attractions, bi-
zarre non-living items that 
drew visitors, such as elec-
tric chairs, blade boxes, and 
the fake medicine of snake 
oil salesmen.

This year’s Born Dif-
ferent nominees are the 
Doll Family — a quartet of 

dwarfs who dazzled with 
song and dance routines — 
versus Martin Laurello, the 
“Human Owl” who could 
twist his noggin 180 degrees. 
Each of this year’s nominees 
worked with the Ringling 
Brothers at some point in 
their career, as a nod to the 
recent closing of the broth-
ers’ circus, said Zigun. 

Two nominees will duke 
it out in each category, and 
panelists will try to sway 
the audience in favor of their 
sideshow sensation. After 
the advocates have made 
their pitches, the crowd puts 
it to a vote. 

Each winner will receive 
a celebratory toast while the 
crowd chants “Gooble gob-

ble, we accept you! One of us, 
one of us!” — loosely quoting 
the 1932 fi lm “Freaks.” Vot-
ers then down their drinks 
in a single gulp — or as much 
as they can stomach — all in 
the name of academia.

“Remember, we’re seri-
ously discussing people who 
can turn their heads back-
wards, swallow coins, people 
who’ve covered themselves 
in tattoos,” said Zigun. “But 
as the evening goes on the 
audience and the scholars 
get incredibly drunk.”

This year, the lucky few 
will be immortalized with 
a Sideshow Hall of Fame 
plaque mounted at the Freak 
Bar for all to see, which Zi-
gun hopes will become a des-

tination in and of itself.
“It will become a weirdo 

tourist attraction,” he said. 
“For 10 years, we’ve been 
holding this event and have 
not had an actual iconic, 
physical hall of fame. So this 
will give it a home.”

The 10-day Congress of 
Curious Peoples will also fea-
ture “Superfreak Weekend” 
on April 22–23, an extrava-
ganza of exotic sideshow per-
formers including Koko the 
Killer Clown, Dr. Claw, and 
Nati The Patchwork Girl.

Sideshow Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony at Coney 
Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland.
com). April 21 at 7 pm. $10.

garde dance form 
meant to startle the 
audience and bring 
them face-to-face with 
issues they would 
otherwise ignore, ac-
cording to the group’s 
founder.

“It’s considered 
the dance of the un-
conscious things 
that we don’t want to 
look at,” said Vange-
line. 

The show features 
a topic that many have 
closed their eyes to — 
global climate change. 
Dancers will wade 
through a sea of coffee 
cups as they act out a 
story set a few years in 
the future, when global 
warming has become 
so serious that man-
kind is on the verge of 
extinction.

Vangeline and her 
dancers collected 
the coffee cups from 
trash cans around the 
city, washing them in 
the sink before they 
became a part of the 
set. 

The show originally 
premiered in 2015, 
but — shockingly — 
the avant-garde dance 

piece had little effect 
on the city’s garbage 
consumption. So Van-
geline decided to bring 
the piece back in or-
der to make her case 
again.

“Things haven’t 
changed — I walk 
down the street and 
see garbage overfl ow-
ing with cups,” she 
said. “I sort of feel like 
I’m going to be doing 
this until I’m blue in 
the face.” 

This time, she hopes 
that audiences will 
walk away with a new-
found sense of purpose 
and a plan to get rid of 
their wasteful coffee 
cup habits. 

“I hope that peo-
ple who come to the 
show will get a mug 
and stop consuming 
these coffee cups that 
end up in landfills. I 
hope it empowers peo-
ple who feel like they 
can’t take action, that 
they can take a small 
action in daily life,” 
she said. 

“Wake Up and Smell 
the Coffee” at Triske-
lion Arts (106 Calyer 
St. at Banker Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 389–
3473, www.vangeline.
com). April 20–22 at 8 
pm. $16.

Continued from page 1 
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SIDESHOW

FILTER THIS: The show aims to get people to use reusable 
mugs, or else the earth might end up looking like this!
 Michael Blase

BY BILL ROUNDY
He’s a Rude dude!

A new weekly comedy 
show in Williamsburg is 
trying to fill the gap left 
by recently closed com-
edy venue the Annoyance. 
The host of Rude, happen-
ing each Tuesday at the 
South Fourth Bar, says 
that the title of his four-
shows-in-one comedy ex-
travaganza is an oblique 
homage to the shuttered 
improv spot. 

“The name — besides 
just being a fun name that 
I like —  is kind of a nod 
to the Annoyance, where a 
lot of the performers come 
from,” said Williamsburg 
comedian Ian Lockwood. 
“We are inspired by the 
Annoyance, but we are a 
completely different en-
tity. They might be annoy-
ing, but we’re a little bit 
rude.”

Many of the shows fea-
ture some amount of au-
dience participation, said 

Lockwood — a factor that 
lets them take advantage 
of the many comedians in 
the audience. 

“The truth is, 
the people who 
come out to comedy 
shows every night 
are largely comedi-
ans themselves,” he 
said. “So we want 
to have a few slots 
for the audience to 
come up and join 
the show.”

Anyone who 
tosses their name 
into the hat might 
join the stage, but 
Lockwood is not 
worried about a few 
amateurs spoiling 
the show. 

“The performers 
at Rude are pretty 
talented, and they 
can handle it,” he 
said.

Each evening 
includes an im-
prov performance, 

followed by three more 
shows, which lean towards 
experimental and absurd 
comedy, said Lockwood.

“You won’t see a stan-
dard five-minute stand-up 
set,” he said. “You’re more 
likely to see a weird char-
acter or a bizarre sketch.” 

Each Tuesday has a dif-
ferent line-up, but there 
are two recurring seg-
ments. One is “Sponsored 
By,” where hosts Sophie 
Zucker and Justin Linville 
pay over-the-top tribute 
to sponsor New Belgium 
Brewing, the makers of 
Fat Tire Amber Ale. The 
second is Lockwood’s own 
sketch group Fiona, which 
starts with loose plots but 
uses completely impro-
vised dialogue, so the sto-
ries often go off the rails.

“It can get pretty wild, 
and anything can happen,” 
he said. 

Rude Comedy at South 
Fourth Bar and Cafe [90 S. 
Fourth St. at Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 218–
7478, www.south4thbar.
com]. Tuesday nights at 7:30 
pm. Free. 

RUDE-Y TUESDAY: Comedian Ian Lockwood 
hosts the Rude Comedy show every Tues-
day at South Fourth Bar in Williamsburg.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

How Rude!: New comedy night 
fi lls gap of recently closed venue
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BY LAUREN GILL
They hit it out of the park!

The Brooklyn Historical 
Society opened an exhibi-
tion on April 5 to celebrate 
70 years since Jackie Rob-
inson broke Major League 
Baseball’s color barrier — 
and one fan said the show 
will hit a home run in set-
ting an example for kids 
who aspire to achieve the 
unthinkable.

“They have a lot of ste-
reotypes about what they 
can’t do; we should be teach-
ing them what they can do,” 
said the Rev. Dr. Valerie 
Oliver-Durrah, a Bedford-
Stuyvesant resident who 
is on the society’s board of 
trustees. “The exhibit will 
hopefully encourage kids 
to know baseball in a dif-
ferent kind of way, seeing 
what Jackie Robinson did to 
break the barrier.”

The year-long show fea-
tures an array of memora-
bilia, including the Brook-

lyn Dodgers’ 1955 World 
Series Championship ban-
ner, programs, and photo-
graphs — such as a shot of 
Robinson signing his fi rst 
Major League contract in 
1947 — a picture that Ol-
iver-Durrah found espe-
cially moving.

“I liked the one where he 

signed the contract, 
it was very signifi -
cant,” she said.

Oliver-Durrah sported a 
classic Dodgers jersey and 
cap for the occasion, and 
said it was great to see the 
original cap Robinson wore 
on display in the exhibit.

The show’s unveiling 

gave old-timers in atten-
dance a chance to remi-
nisce about watching games 
at the team’s legendary sta-
dium in Flatbush, and sent 
some of them perhaps a bit 
too far down memory lane, 

Oliver-Durrah thought.
“People lingered to talk 

about Ebbets Field; I won-
dered, ‘How are those old 
folks getting home?’ They 
just didn’t want to stop!” 
she said.

“Until Everyone Has It 
Made: Jackie Robinson’s 
Legacy” exhibit at Brook-
lyn Historical Society (128 
Pierrepont St. in Brook-
lyn Heights). On display 
through June 2018.

Exhibit celebrates Jackie Robinson

WINNING: (Above) Players from the Grand Street Campus 
baseball team celebrated the opening of Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society’s Jackie Robinson exhibition last Wednesday. 
(Right) a peek at some of the photos on display. 
 Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

Memorabilia marking the Dodger breaking baseball’s color line on display at Brooklyn Historical Society 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times
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‘No, that we’re not hope-
ful.’ The Bergen Beach 
community is forever 
hopeful that things will 
fi nally be able to move in 
the right direction,” said 
Michael Benjamin. “If 
they put more buses, it 
will make it worse, if they 
put less buses it will make 
it better. The devil is in 
the details, we haven’t 
seen the details.”

National Express fi nal-
ized the deal at the begin-
ning of the year to acquire 
the Bergen Beach-based 
company, which transports 
students all over the city in 
more than 220 school buses 

as part of its contract with 
the Department of Educa-
tion. Drivers and the rest of 
the team were all retained, 
said a company spokes-
woman. 

National Express will 
still store its f leets in the 
depot between Avenues X 
and Y — land owned by 
developer Alex Forkosh 
who wants to  rezone it 
for condos  — but will 
launch new buses later 
in the year and perform 
regular maintenance to 
ensure they are all in top 
shape, the spokeswoman 
said.

And locals who live 
nearby have confi dence in 
the new company’s ability 
to run more smoothly, said 
E. 69th Street resident Kay, 

who asked his last name 
not be used.

“I can almost assure 
myself that National Ex-
press is going to be more 
compliant with certain 
regulations that were kind 
of swept under the rug,” he 
said. 

But even with the 
change in ownership, it’s 
nearly impossible for all 
of the pollution and noise 
problems that have fl ooded 
the area to go away, so 
long as it’s still home to 
all those buses, said Ben-
jamin. 

“But the ultimate best 
solution is that there be 
no buses there, even a lit-
tle pollution is not good for 
any bodies lungs especially 
for children,” he said. 

with the Mercedes House 
luxury apartment build-
ing on the distant isle of 
Manhattan, a portion of 
which became the base of 
the NYPD’s Mounted Unit 
in 2014.

Yaverbaum said that 
dark horse buyer is still 
in talks with the Blankin-
ships, but now has compe-
tition from other suitors, 
including the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration, which is looking 
to purchase the property 
and hand it off to the 
Parks Department for op-
erations.

Yaverbaum wouldn’t 
speculate about which 
buyer has the advantage 
at this time, but confi rmed 
his client would likely act 
with his own best interest 
—not necessarily the com-
munity’s — in mind.

“I can’t say who has the 
upper hand or if we prefer 
one or the other,” he said. 
“My client prefers the best 
deal.”

The potential sale of 
the barn has drawn atten-
tion from local elected of-
fi cials, including Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope), who in a letter to 
Yaverbaum vowed to op-
pose any zoning changes 
necessary for development 
unless the buyer agreed to 
keep operating stables on 
the site.

“The community 
strongly supports the pres-
ervation of a horse stable 

at this location,” Lander 
wrote to Yaverbaum in 
February. “Bidders should 
be clear about this expecta-
tion.”

Neither the Economic 
Development Corporation 
or the Parks Department 
returned calls for com-
ment.

If the city does buy the 
1930s-era barn, it faces a 
considerable job getting it 
up to building codes. An 
engineering report com-
missioned in 2013 by the 
horse-riding-therapy group 
GallopNYC found a number 
of glaring structural fl aws 
in the building, including a 
water-damaged roof at risk 
of collapse, and a parapet 
wall leaning out over the 
street that a stiff wind or 
freezing thaw could even-
tually topple into the path 
of pedestrians.

 “[The engineer] pre-
dicted the building would 
fall down in a fairly short 
time, and the joints would 
pull out of the side, and 
the front of the building 
would pancake onto the 
sidewalk,”  said Alicia 
Kershaw, founder and ex-
ecutive director of Gallop 
NYC.

Borough President Ad-
ams provided the Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration with $500,000 
towards the purchase of 
the Caton Place barn, tak-
ing unspent money that 
had been granted the Parks 
Department by a previ-
ous borough president for 
maintaining the stables, 
according to Stefan Ringel, 
a spokesman for Adams.

“We want Kensington 
Stables to stay open in this 
‘neigh’-borhood for years to 
come,” said Adams. “They 
are a treasured part of our 
past, present, and hope-
fully our future.”

Adding to the city’s pot 
of money is more than $1 
million in capitol fund-
ing Lander diverted from 
other projects, namely the 
construction of a horse-
riding ring planned for 
Prospect Park, which 
wouldn’t see much use 
without the stables any-
way, he said.

Lander claims that 
he, along with the Parks 
Department and Pros-
pect Park Alliance, had 
planned for Kensington 
Stables’ potential failure 
for years, and there were 
already strategies in place 
for preserving horse rid-
ing around the park when 
the property fi nally hit the 
market. 

“There was a dialogue 
with Prospect Park Al-
liance and the Parks De-
partment over the past 
several years,” Lander 
said. “So when the most 
recent incident came 
about and there was a fear 
of losing the stables, there 
was already a good dia-
logue underway.”

If the city is successful 
in purchasing the property, 
Blankinship and his herd 
may not be kept on — the 
Parks Department plans on 
contracting out the stables’ 
operation following a bid-
ding process, according to 
Parks spokeswoman Maeri 
Ferguson.

Continued from page 1 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER


