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BY LAUREN GILL
Don’t hate … negotiate!

Brooklyn Bridge Park offi -
cials and activists who are su-
ing to stop the construction of 
two towers at Pier 6 in the park 
must try to work out a deal 
they both can live with, a judge 
admonished the two warring 
parties during a court hearing 
on April 12.

“What you would want to 
talk to them about is what 
changes you’d want to make 
to the project to make it more 
palatable for the community,” 
Judge Lucy Billings told law-
yers for the Brooklyn Heights 
Association civic group. “My 
fi rst question when you come 
back [into court] is going to 
be how much dialogue you’ve 
had.”

The infl uential association 
fi led a lawsuit in July 2016 al-
leging the waterfront park is 
not living up to its agreement 
to limit housing within the 
park to the bare minimum 
needed to keep it fi nancially 
solvent.

But the greensward hon-
chos claim it needs cash from 
the payments the properties 
would make to park coffers to 
 bug-proof the East River pier’s 
timber pilings and keep them 
from being devoured by wood-
hungry crustaceans called 

BY LAUREN GILL
Brooklyn Bridge Park is in 
foul trouble! 

The corporation that runs 
the waterfront park must fi -
nally do something to keep 
hordes of rowdy kids from 
fl ooding a residential Brook-
lyn Heights street on their way 
to and from the green space, de-
mands a local leader after cops 
shut part of the meadow for the 
second time this year on April 
11, sending hundreds of teens 
down Joralemon Street. 

“It’s insane … the park 
doesn’t take any responsi-
bility,” said Linda DeRosa, 
president of the Willowtown 
Association, which is com-
prised of residents living in 
the southwest pocket of Brook-
lyn Heights. “They’ve done the 
same procedure time and time 
again, and it doesn’t work. It’s 
time for the park to re-evalu-
ate how they operate.” 

Police closed the entrance 
to Pier 2  — which houses bas-
ketball and handball courts 
and a roller rink — around 
4:10 pm last Tuesday due to a 
“crowd condition,” according 
to a police spokesman. They 

Judge on
pier tower: 
Work it out Locals want 

answer to park’s 
overfl ow of kids

HEIGHTS HORDE
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Hop to it
Alexis Southerland Anekwe and her son Amari got into the Easter spirit at Fort Greene Park’s egg 
hunt on April 15 with their bunny ears. For more on the festive frolic, see page 5. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Truth be tolled, one local con-
gressman thinks it’s time for a 
change.

Staten Island Rep. Dan 
Donovan has asked the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority to study the impact 
of reestablishing a two-way 
toll on the Verrazano Bridge, 
which would nix the cur-
rent one-way toll that’s been 
blamed for rush-hour traffi c 
jams that stretch as far north 
as Gowanus and Park Slope.

As the Staten Island Rep 
for a Republican-dominated 
House, Donovan’s support 
would be crucial for any 
changes to the federally-con-
trolled Verrazano Bridge, 
and his sudden interest in a 
new study is a good sign that 
change may fi nally be coming 
to the span’s loathsome toll 
structure, according to Com-
munity Board 6 District Man-
ager Craig Hammerman.

“If there’s a sense conveyed 
to the government and MTA 
that there is interest and sup-
port on both sides of the Ver-
razano Bridge for this, then 
I don’t see how this wouldn’t 
happen,” said Hammerman, 
who in January fi red off a let-
ter to Gov. Cuomo requesting 
a similar study of a two-way 
toll’s impact.

Designed to appease deni-
zens of New York’s other is-
land borough, the bridge’s 
current one-way toll exists — 
bizarrely — thanks to a 1986 
Act of Congress, making it the 
state’s only municipal span 
governed by federal lawmak-
ers.

Back in the dystopian hel-
ter-skelter of the early 1980s, 
Staten Island voters kicked up 
a fuss about pollution gener-
ated by the Verrazano’s mas-
sive toll plaza, which ensnared 
traffi c on the other borough’s 
side of the span.

But the new toll structure 
not only benefi tted Richmond 
County residents, but also 

commuters from Dirty Jersey, 
who realized they could take 
advantage of the new one-way 
toll — which only taxes driv-
ers headed into Staten Island 
— and save money on their 
trip by taking the bridge into 
Brooklyn instead of the tun-
nels into Manhattan.

And the toll-skipping 
scheme is especially cost-sav-
ing for truckers, who can be 
taxed more than seven-times 
what passenger cars pay for a 
trip across the bridge.

In the more than three de-
cades between then and now, 
transit advocates throughout 
Brooklyn and Lower Manhat-
tan — including Board 6, Bay 
Ridge’s Community Board 
10, and Democratic Rep. Jer-
rold Nadler — have called for 
drivers to be once again taxed 
heading in both directions 
along the Verrazano, citing 
traffi c concerns and lost rev-
enue.

But Staten Island congress-
men have routinely thwarted 

change on behalf of their right-
of-center constituency, mak-
ing the reform impossible in a 
congress that — barring a few 
years during former President 
Obama’s fi rst term — has been 
dominated by Republicans.

But Hammerman renewed 
the push for a two-way toll with 
his January letter to Cuomo in 
light of new cashless toll tech-
nology, which, in combination 
with the EZ-Pass, allows driv-
ers to breeze across the bridge 
without stopping to pay a toll, 
relieving Staten Islanders 
of their pollution argument 
when it comes to preserving 
the one-way tax scheme.

At the time, a rep for Don-
ovan told this paper the con-
gressman wouldn’t support 
any changes without a study 
proving its effi cacy, and his 
comments proved to be more 
than just hot air after the fed-
eral lawmaker fi red off a let-
ter to acting MTA chairman 
Fernando Ferrer requesting 
a study to determine the traf-

fi c and revenue generating im-
pacts of the toll change.

Donovan’s newfound inter-
est in the Verrazano comes as 
a very welcome development 
in the long push for reason, ac-
cording to Hammerman.

“Having Donovan on board 
would obviously be extremely 
helpful, if not critical to mak-
ing this happen,” the district 
manager said.

The congressman went 
on to indicate that if a study 
found that a two-way toll 
would create positive change, 
he’d be more than happy to 
support it.

“If the MTA is going to re-
coup the millions of dollars 
they’re losing now by having 
a one-way-toll and it doesn’t 
cause more traffi c — in fact it 
lessens traffi c — and we could 
use some of that revenue that 
they would now generate to 
help the people of Brooklyn 
and Staten Island, then it is 
something I would very much 

Rep: Have it both ways
Congressman believes two-way tolls would speed traffi c

TAKING A TOLL: Ridge Rep. Dan Donovan says he wants the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to study 
changing the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge to a two-way toll.
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By Alexandra Simon

Cheer up, and come hear all about it. 
The front man of the 1980s rock 

band Talking Heads, David Byrne, 
wants to put cheese on your mug. The musi-
cian is going to be laying out reasons why 
people should be jolly at his lecture at Bric 
on April 27. In “Reasons to be Cheerful” 
Byrne will explain why the world is in the 
it is now, and how to find joy in spite of it 
all, he said.

“My perspective is that what is happen-
ing now is the result of policies and forces 
that have been going on for decades, and to 
some extent, what is happening therefore 
shouldn’t be such a surprise,” said Byrne. 

“Which is different than saying everything 
is acceptable — and rather than pointing 
fingers and blaming, which I too love to do, 
I am thinking that, if we find some hopeful, 
signs that we might move forward.”

One of the main reasons the world lacks 
high spirits is economic disparity, said 
Byrne. He believes the unlevel playing field 
leads to wider issues and weighs on our 
personal lives.

“Inequality is a big one — it seems to 
affect so many other areas, and it’s bad for 
the greater economy,” he said. “It’s bad for 
health, education, innovation, quality of life 
— all of which affects everyone, even those 
who think they are others problems.”

To keep people optimistic, at the event 
Byrne will be discussing the growth of 
renewable energy around the world, the 
increase of parks in large metropolitan 
cities, advancements in public education, 
and countries like Finland banning coal for 
energy and diminishing the importance of 
car ownership. Byrne says a lot of places 
in the world could stand to model after 
Finland and its neighboring countries.

“Some of the Scandinavian countries 
seem to have a high happiness index,” 
he said. “Denmark usually ranks first — 
though this year it looks like Norway has 
taken the lead. I think this is related to less 
inequality and a robust safety net.’ ”

But even though he feels his travels and 
positive mindset can guide him to inspire 
a happy crowd, he says a long road still 
awaits.

“I‘m hardly an expert — I’m an ordi-
nary citizen but I have taken the time and 
effort to compile some of these hopeful and 
inspiring signs and initiatives,” said Byrne. 
“If some of these initiatives and signs can 
serve as models, if I can help spread the 
word about some things everyone might not 
know about, then who knows? I need hope 
as much as anyone, so I have a personal 
incentive to do this.” 

“Reasons to be Cheerful” at Bric [647 
Fulton Ave between Rockland and Ashland 
places in Fort Greene. www.bricartsmedia.
org, (718) 855–7882]. April 27 at 7:30 pm. 
Free.

David Byrne tells us why we should be happier

Toast to cheer 

Cheers: Singer David Byrne will be 
lecturing at the opening to Bric’s Open 
festival on April 27. The artist will be 
discussing his perspective on current 
issues around the world, and why we 
should all be cheerful. David Byrne
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BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a kinder garden!

The owner of a soon-to-
open German restaurant in 
Boerum Hill promised he 
won’t put a beer garden in 
its backyard after learning 
locals thought it would be a 
nuisance — and nixing the 
plan would make their quest 
for a liquor license go down 
smooth.

Speaking at liquor li-
cense hearing at Community 
Board 2, Tobias Holler said 
he would shelve plans to sell 
brews in the back the second 
incarnation of his Black For-
est restaurant if it will keep 
neighbors happy.

“We felt it was the right 
thing to do to not start on a 
bad foot,” he said.

Boerum Hillers began 
rallying against the plan in 
late March when a sign on 
the storefront at the corner 
of Smith and Warren streets 
announced plans to sell 
booze in its L-shaped back-
yard that is surrounded by 
six apartments. 

That prompted Holler 
and his wife, who also run 
a Black Forest restaurant 
on Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene, to consider other, 
quieter uses for the space, 
including growing toma-
toes or employee parking, 
he said.

Once residents learned 
of the new plans, they ended 
their opposition, and the 
committee approved the ap-
plication unanimously.

Of course, it is only a 
promise, and owners won’t 
rule out eventually selling 
hooch there.

But one Fort Greener who 
frequents the Fulton Street 
outpost said that locals have 
nothing to worry about, 
painting the eatery as a 
place for people to get a meal 
and a beer, not spend their 
entire night wildly chugging 
Hoegaardens.

“It’s really much more 
of a restaurant, it’s very ca-
sual,” said the local. 

And Holler assured resi-
dents that can expect the 
same G-rated atmosphere in 
Boerum Hill. 

“We’ll run the same fam-
ily type restaurant as our 
sister restaurant,” he said. 

NOTHING TO BEER: Owners of the soon-to-open Black Forest restaurant in Boerum Hill say they will keep it 
like their sister location in Fort Greene, where drinking stays indoors. 

Beer hall-elujah!
Boerum Hill restaurant owners say drinking stays inside

BY COLIN MIXSON
Windsor Terrace Library 
reopened on-schedule on 
April 10 following just 
shy a month’s worth of 
rooftop renovations, un-
dermining a time-hon-
ored Brooklyn Public 
Library tradition of fail-
ing to meet construction 
deadlines. 

The Brooklyn book lend-
er’s Windsor Terrace branch 

 closed on March 13  to per-
mit the construction of a 
snazzy new roof outfi tted 

with $250,000 worth 
of green technology 
— namely, extensive 
plantings including 
perennial groundcov-
ers and ornamental 
grasses — intended 
to save energy by 
keeping the library 
warmer in the winter 

and cooler in the summer. 
It is also supposed to pro-

vide a home for wildlife, such 

as birds and bees, although 
likely not  the book-reading 
squirrel featured in promo-
tional renderings of the new 
library roof , which exists only 
in the imaginations of young 
readers.

The library is now open 
for its normal hours, although 
construction work will con-
tinue on the roof until some-
time during the summer.

The Windsor Terrace book 

lender’s construction sched-
ule appears to be progressing 
as planned, but the library 
system doesn’t have the best 
track record when it comes 
to meeting renovation dead-
lines. 

In the past, both the  Fort 
Hamilton  and Park Slope 
branches were closed for three 
years to accommodate renova-
tions that were supposed to 
take only 18 months.

Surprise ending! Windsor Terrace Library re-opens on time

BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s the pied drummer of 
Park Slope!

The city wrongly slapped 
a Park Sloper with $600 in 
fi nes when inspectors found 
evidence of rats infesting his 
15th Street building — be-
cause the homeowner insists 
he’d already driven the pests 
out by beating on his drum.

“The whole house had rats 
before, but since I started to 
play drums I found out none 
of them are in the house, 
they’re afraid of the drum-
ming,” said Solomon Shlomo. 
“I want to open an investiga-
tion to fi nd why I received two 
summons from nothing.”

The city’s health depart-
ment inspected Shlomo’s pad 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues on two occasions fol-
lowing a 2015 fi re that gut-
ted the building’s top fl oor, 
and discovered rat burrows 
and hair, in addition to piles 
of debris inspectors claimed 
would attract the pesky ro-
dents.

And Shlomo in no way de-
nies the furry undesirables 
called his house a home — 
once upon a time — but that 
they’d all fl ed well before city 
inspectors showed up as a re-
sult of his new-found drum-
ming hobby, which he claims 
scared the bejesus out of his 
cheese-loving roommates.

“I was drumming and I 
had the rats, and all of a sud-
den, while I was drumming 
the rats were fl ying out,” Sh-
lomo said. “And in a couple of 
days I didn’t have any rats.”

Schlomo took his drum-
ming defense to the city’s 
Offi ce of Hearings and Tri-
bunals after receiving the 
summons, but judges there 
weren’t hearing any of it. 

“They didn’t believe me,” 
Shlomo said. “They thought 
it was a hoax.”

He then petitioned the 
mayor’s offi ce for relief from 
the fi nes, which he claimed 
forwarded his letters back 
to the Health Department, 
and Councilman Brad Land-
er’s offi ce was unable to get 
the agency to drop its case 
against the Park Slope man, 
he said.

He now plans on writing 
Gov. Cuomo, whom he hopes 
will launch an investigation 
that will overturn the viola-
tions.

In the meantime, Shlomo 
plans on keeping up with his 
novel form of pest control.

“Every two or three days, 
I play a couple moments to 
make sure they don’t come 
anymore,” he said.

Rat-a-tat-tat 

DRUMMED OFF: Park Sloper Sol-
omon Shlomo claims he drove out 
the rats infesting his 15th Street 
property by playing the drums.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Drummer claims he scared off rodents 
before city slapped him with fi ne

FLASHBACK

The Windsor Terrace Li-
brary is checking itself out.

Brooklyn Public Library 
has taken its E. Fifth Street 
branch offline for at least a 
month while it installs a so-
called “green roof.”

Much like a regular roof, 
a green roof provides shade 
and shelter, but is also cov-
ered with shrubbery, along 

with hardy varieties of grass 
and heather.

All that foliage will cut 
down on bills by keeping the 
one-story building cool in the 
day and warm in the evening, 
according to the library.

It is also supposed to pro-
vide a home for wildlife, such 
as birds and bees, although 
likely not the book-reading 
squirrel featured in render-

ings of the new library roof, 
which, unfortunately, do not 
exist in nature. 

Brooklyn Public Library 
had been planning to re-
place the Windsor Terrace 
branch’s canopy with a stan-
dard roof design, but was able 
to upgrade the renovations 
with more foliage thanks 
to $250,000 provided by tax-
payers through Councilman 

Brad Lander (D–Windsor 
Terrace).

To accommodate borrow-
ers through the closure, the 
library is setting up its Book-
mobile — that’s a truck with 
books on it — outside, which 
will be open on Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 11 am to 4 
pm beginning March 15.

The literary repository is 
scheduled to reopen some-

time in mid April — although 
work on the roof will continue 
through the summer — but 
the library system has a bad 
track record of long delays 
for such things. In previous 
years, both the Fort Hamil-
ton and Park Slope branches 
were closed for three years 
to accommodate renovations 
that were expected to con-
clude after 18 months.
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M.A.S. Swing will perform music from the Great American 
Songbook which includes songs by Frank Sinatra, Tommy 

Dorsey, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

PM - 5PM

Tamaqua Bar and Marina
84 Ebony Ct. (located at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)

Tickets $25.00 per person will include a hot buffet

www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

BY LAUREN GILL
The plantergate saga continues!

Someone moved one of several large 
potted shrubs directly into the path of 
the Jay Street bike lane Downtown on 
April 14, the latest in a recent series 
of incidents in which the planters, in-
stalled by the city to deter illegal park-
ing in the biking route, have been mys-
teriously relocated.

“There was just a big planter that’s 
been moving left and right around Jay 
Street and it was squarely in the cen-
ter of the bike lane,” said Boerum Hill 
resident Matthew Wolsky, who encoun-
tered it as he biked to work during the 
morning rush hour.

He successfully navigated around 
the misplaced planter and continued 
on his way, but said he was convinced 
that whoever created the roadblock 
must have done it on purpose.

“I don’t think it was an accident; it 
was intentional,” Wolsky said.

The city Department of Trans-
portation put six of the pots in the 
striped channel between the bus and 
bike lanes last month, and  scoffl aws 
have been relentlessly shuffl ing them 
around ever since .

Workers for business booster group 
the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership 
have been  given the Herculean task 
of moving the planters back when 
they’re out of place, and now must rise 
to the challenge several times a week, 
according to a spokeswoman .

The shrub-shifting suspect re-
mains unknown, but must be strong 
or have some help —  it takes at least 
two Downtown Brooklyn Partnership 
workers to push each greenery holder 
back into its correct spot .

A transportation department 
spokeswoman said the agency was 
planning to notify the Partnership 
about the latest planter-moving inci-

dent and refused to say whether it had 
yet cooked up a plan to keep the pots in 
one place. 

In other Jay Street news, the city 
installed a plastic barrier with short 
posts, or bollards, sprouting out of it — 
otherwise known as a “Qwick curb” — 
on Monday in a bid to prevent drivers 
from parking in the bus lane alongside 
MetroTech. Wolsky called that move a 
welcome addition, but conceded that it, 
too, can be easily defeated by aggres-
sive drivers. 

“I think they’re a great idea, it’s 
some physical protection,” he said. 
“You often see people driving right 
over the plastic ones, but it’s certainly 
a step in the right direction.” 

Game of musical 
planters continues
Shrubbery pots again pushed aside 

OUT OF SEASON: The giant planter was sit-
ting in the middle of the Jay Street bike lane 
on April 14. Christopher King
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Prospect Park YMCA Summer Day Camp

For more information, visit us online at ymcanyc.org/prospectpark.

From swimming and sports to arts and culture, the Prospect Park YMCA camps 
will engage your child in a summer of exploration and enrichment. The city is our  
campground.

Our Summer Day Camps include:

Kinder Camp: Ages 4.5-5 years
Express Camp: Ages 6-8 years
Adventure Camp: Ages 9-11 years
Teen Camp: Ages 12-14 years
Lisabeth Special Needs Camp: Ages 5-12 years
Swim Camp: Ages 7-12 years
Sports Camp: Ages 7-12 years

Day Camp Open Houses at the  
Prospect Park Y and the Park Slope Armory Y

Saturday, April 29th: 10am – 3pm
Saturday, May 20th: 10am – 3pm

Prospect Park YMCA          Park Slope Amrory YMCA
357 9th Street                     361 15th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215          Brooklyn, NY 11215

10% Early Bird Discount for those who register and pay in 
full by Saturday, May 20th.
 
10% Sibling Discount available for all siblings of the �rst 
child registered at full price. 

our

BY LAUREN GILL
Of course, there was egg-cite-
ment was in the air!

Hundreds of pastel-clad 
youngsters brought their 
game faces to a fi erce Easter 
egg hunt in Fort Greene Park 
on Saturday, according to one 
dad who witnessed the ac-
tion. 

“There was a lot of compe-
tition and everybody was hus-
tling,” said Sean Moore, whose 
4-year-old twins Cameron and 
Corey found fi ve eggs.

But kids didn’t have to look 
hard for the colorful bounty — 
the bunny “hid” 2,000 pieces 
of the treasure by just lay-
ing them down on the green-
space’s grass and beneath its 
trees, making it easy for the 
kids to collect their loot.

“They were basically right 
there where you could see 
them,” Moore said.

It is unclear why the Eas-
ter Bunny — a magical crea-
ture who hides eggs once a 
year — didn’t quite do his job, 

and, as usual, he could not be 
reached for comment.

Along with the egg-trava-
ganza, kids colored, creating 
crafts, and were visited by the 
furry face of the spring holi-
day, an appearance that made 
at least one little guy’s day.

“The bunny was so much 
fun,” said Alexis Southerland 
Anekwe, who brought her 
1-year-old son Amari and hus-
band. “It was his fi rst time 
seeing the Easter Bunny and 
he loved it.”

Tots hunt for Easter eggs 

BY LAUREN GILL
It was a passion play!

Thousands of Christians 
commemorated the Passion 
of Jesus by marching over 
the Brooklyn Bridge during 
the 22nd Way of the Cross 
procession on Good Friday.

Believers walked behind 
a large wooden cross — car-
ried this year by Bay Ridgite 
Vitaliy Kuzmin — from St. 
James Cathedral Basilica 
in Brooklyn Heights, over 
the span and into Manhat-
tan, singing hymns during 
the journey, and listened 
to gospel passages as they 
refl ected on their belief in 
Jesus’s last days of life and 
resurrection.

The tradition of car-
rying the cross over the 
bridge came to Brooklyn 
in 1996 when a handful of 
people walked the span. 
Since then, it has grown to 
become a spring custom for 
thousands who kick off Eas-
ter by making the trek each 
year — a sentiment echoed 
by at one satisfi ed partici-
pant.

“It was just a good feel-
ing, it’s wonderful to start 
off a Good Friday in such a 

lovely way with all of these 
people,” said Bay Ridge res-
ident Elizabeth Garry, who 
walked with her family.

Crossing the bridge

THE WEIGHT: Bay Ridgite Vitaliy 
Kuzmin carried the cross for the  
annual “Way of the Cross over 
the Brooklyn Bridge” Good Friday 
procession on April 14.  
 Photo by Paul Martinka

BUNNY BUSINESS: (Left) Four-year-old twins Cameron and Corey Moore attended their fi rst egg hunt in Fort 
Greene Park on Saturday. (Right) Senara Walcott and Tissara Cassell try their hand at some crafts. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They went from not feeling it to 
seriously wheeling it.

Citi Bikes got a dubious re-
ception when they arrived in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant in 2013; 
now, many locals are singing 
the bike-sharing program’s 
praises.

Residents initially opposed 
the bikes and their space-hog-
ging curbside docks because 
they saw them as evidence of 
encroaching gentrifi cation, 
said a representative of the Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant Restoration 
Corporation, which launched a 
pro-Citi Bike campaign about a 
year after rows of the blue two-
wheelers started showing up 
on area streets.

“The effort was challeng-
ing in neighborhoods going 
through gentrifi cation, and 
I think oftentimes when peo-
ple see change in their com-
munity, they see that change 
as another signal of that,” 
said Tracey Capers, a vice 
president of the corporation, 
which surveyed Bedford-
Stuyvesant locals and con-
cluded that bike use in the 

area should be encouraged.
“We were looking at the 

health of the neighborhood, 
jobs, and environmental de-
velopment, and when Citi Bike 
came to the neighborhood we 
took that on as an effort to see 
how we can change the con-
versation,” said Capers. “We 
mounted a multi-faceted plan 
and strategy of acceptance of 

Citi Bike into the community.”
Residents surveyed by Res-

toration representatives said 
they were concerned about the 
safety and affordability of Citi 
Bikes, how to operate them, 
and whether they were pri-
marily intended to be used by 
newcomers to the area. Capers 
said the corporation responded 
by holding Citi Bike-themed 

community events, and dis-
tributing brochures and post-
ers around the neighborhood 
showing blacks and Latinos 
riding the bikes.

“We showed them that it 
can be used as a tool and it can 
be used by them,” said Capers. 
“To create a culture of biking 
we held family-centered events 
with children so they can learn 

to ride, and showed them that 
it was exercise, it’s affordable, 
and it can save you time.”

The Restoration Corpora-
tion has tracked the growth of 
the Citi Bike program since its 
arrival in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
and reports that ridership 
spiked in the year between May 
2015 and May 2016, rising 56 
percent during that period as 
compared to a 46 percent jump 
citywide. The tally among res-
idents of New York City Hous-
ing Authority developments 
in the neighborhood was even 
more dramatic, with Citi Bike 
trips skyrocketing 225 percent 
from May 2015 to May 2016.

Those results have con-
vinced Capers and her Resto-
ration Corporation colleagues 
that predominantly minority 
communities across the city 
should embrace Citi Bike.

“We want to get these [in] 
more [minority] communities 
because the bikes are more en-
vironmentally friendly, and 
they allow residents to com-
mute effi ciently and more 
comfortably in their neighbor-
hoods,” she said.

BIKE ON: Vice president of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Coroporation, Tracey Capers, fourth from left, 
and Councilman Robert E. Cornegy, put the pedal to the metal one of Restoration’s community bike rides.  
 Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Coroporation

Bedford-Stuyvesant locals: Citi Bikes the ride stuff
Community group’s pro-bike-sharing campaign turned skepticism to praise 
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FRESH ACTS: UniverSoul Circus’s Fresh the Clowns, the Caribbean Dynasty dancers, Zeke 
the circus cohost, and Sifi so showcased some of their moves for children at the Madison 
Sqaure Boys and Girls Club in East Flatbush. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
It was non-stop Big Top.

Dozens of Brooklyn youths got an 
entertaining springtime surprise 
last week when the colorful, boister-
ous UniverSoul Circus came roaring 
through their East Flatbush youth 
center.

The much-publicized circus, cur-
rently on tour around the city, paid 
a rare neighborhood visit to nearly 
100 underserved kids at the Madison 
Square Boys and Girls Club on Bedford 
Avenue on April 14, and was received 
with waves of laughter and cheers.

“It was a very a unique opportu-
nity because it’s not every day a circus 
comes to you versus you going to the 
circus,” said Stan King, clubhouse di-
rector at the youth center. “Some par-
ents might not have the means to take 
their kids to a circus, so the fact that 
they were able to come to the Boys and 
Girls club and perform for our crowd 
was a positive thing.”

The brightly-costumed perform-
ers had their young audience in awe 
with breathtaking acrobatics, limbo 
and balancing acts, and a dance ex-
hibition-off. After the theatrics, they 
fi elded questions about the 23-year-old 
traveling circus from curious young-
sters, who had a lot to ask.

“They were speaking to our young 
people and telling them about the his-
tory behind the circus, how it was 
founded, and why they bring acts from 
around the world,” King said. “It was 
an absolutely great and wonderful op-
portunity for the kids to comment and 
they were very happy to answer their 
questions.”

The Madison Square Boys and Girls 
Club operates facilities in the Bronx 
and Brooklyn, serving mostly youths 
of color ages 6 through 18, and saw the 
UniverSoul appearance as a coup. 

“We provide a vital service for the 
community and we open our doors 

Circus surprises East Flatbush kids

Clowning around

Continued on page 16
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Smashed
Cops busted a man for driving 

drunk after he allegedly fl ed the 
scene of a Park Place collision on 
April 9.

The arresting offi cer reported he 
was two blocks away from the ac-
cident near Vanderbilt Avenue at 
6:30 pm, when two men fl agged him 
down and claimed they were rear-
ended by the suspect, who then took 
off on foot.

The men were following the sus-
pect when they spotted the patrol-
men, cops said.

Upon detaining the suspect, the 
offi cer found he reeked of booze and 
tests later revealed he had a blood-
alcohol content of .197, more than 
twice the legal limit, said cops.

Import export
A thief drove off with a woman’s 

Toyota four-door she parked on Sec-
ond Street on April 5.

The victim told police that she 
left her Japanese import between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues at 3:30 pm, 
and returned the following day to 
fi nd a completely different car in 
place of her gray sedan.

April fools
Cops busted a 37-year-old man 

who they say stole packages con-
taining women’s clothing from a 
Sixth Avenue apartment building 
on April 1.

The victim told police she lives at 
the property between 14th and 15th 
streets, where deliveries of kimonos 
and skirts she was expecting were 
snatched from the lobby.

The woman went to the build-
ing’s superintendent, who turned 
over surveillance footage showing 
the suspect grabbing the victim’s 
stuff at 1:30 pm that day, cops said.

Feel the beat
Two men were arrested for al-

legedly beating a man on Carroll 
Street on April 4.

The victim told police he was 
between Nevins Street and Third 
Avenue at 4:30 pm when one of the 
suspects socked him in the face, 
opening up a gash over his left eye.

Andrew Jacked
Some con ripped off a Fifth Ave-

nue market on April 6, buying eggs 
with a fake $20.

An employee told police he was 
working behind the counter of the 
quickie mart between 13th and 14th 
streets at 6:30 pm, when the man 
purchased a carton of eggs with the 
bogus bill, and he handed over a fi st-
ful of actual cash in change.

Poor shelter
Some creep attacked a woman 

without warning inside a Ninth Av-
enue homeless shelter on April 8.

The victim told police she was 
about to wash some dishes inside 
the refuge between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues at 9 am, when the suspect 
suddenly grabbed her and hurled 
her across the room seemingly with-
out reason. — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL

–RED HOOK

Two against one 
Two goons punched a woman in 

the face and tried to grab her purse 
on Columbia Street on April 14, po-
lice said.

The 29-year-old woman told po-
lice she was walking near Dwight 
Street at about 2:10 pm when the two 
bruisers waved her over and one of  
them then punched her in the mouth 
and tried to grab her purse. 

One of the criminals said, 
“Gimme your bag or I’ll shoot you,” 
but he didn’t show a fi rearm, accord-
ing to police. The curs fl ed without 
her purse and the woman was taken 
to a nearby hospital, offi cials said. 

Bike snatcher 
Some punk stole a guy’s bike he 

locked up on Union Street on April 
15, police said.

The victim told police he had 
parked his gray-framed two-wheeler 
with red handles near Columbia 
Street at 11 pm and headed out to a 
party for three hours, but when he 
returned to his ride at 1 am, it was 
gone, according to authorities. 

Stolen fi lm
A malefactor carted away thou-

sands of dollars in fi lm equipment 
from outside a fi lm site on Columbia 
Street sometime between April 13 
and April 14, police said. 

The baddie ran off with an Apple 
laptop, two Canon cameras, mem-
ory cards, and batteries from the 
site near the Gowanus Bay Termi-
nal between April 13 at 6:30 am to 7 
pm the next day, said police. 

Tool thief 
A nogoodnik took off with a 

handful of tools from a guy’s com-
mercial van parked on Atlantic Av-
enue on April 14, police said.

The victim told police he parked 
the white 2012 van between Court 
and Clinton streets at 8:45 am and 
when he went back, the rear door 

was open and there was damage 
to the glass door and key hole. The 
sneak swiped sanders and a jigsaw, 
offi cials said.  — Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Knock out 
Some lout with a gun bashed two 

guys and stole one kid’s phone and 
wallet on Columbia Place on April 
11. 

The victims told police that the 
jerk fl ashed his gray fi rearm and 
hissed, “Take off your belt” near 
Joralemon Street at 6 pm. He then 
struck one guy in the face  — a blow 
that left him unconscious. 

Next, the brute kicked the kid, 
causing him to drop his phone and 
wallet, grabbed the loot, and fl ed, 
according to a report. 

Teen trauma 
A crew of baddies attacked 

and robbed an 18-year-old girl on 
Doughty Street on April 11.

The teenager was near Furman 
Street at 4:30 pm when an acquain-
tance and seven unknown villains 
punched and kicked her, knocking 
her to the ground, cops said. The 
fi lcher then took the girl’s phone out 
of her hand, along with her Metro-
Card, and fl ed, according to cops. 

Grab and go 
A sneak stole a woman’s wallet 

from her bag as she was shopping in 
a Fulton Street store on April 12. 

The woman was browsing at the 
store between Bridge and Duffi eld 
streets at 5:30 pm and had her purse 
open in a shopping cart, a report 
said. She briefl y turned away and 
pivoted back around to fi nd that a 
weasel had taken her wallet. 

She told police a woman had 
handed her a dress while her back 
was turned, and that could have 
been an attempt to distract her. 

Cash splash 
A trio of nogoodniks punched 

and stole $5,000 from a woman on 
Atlantic Avenue on April 13 after 
threatening to shoot her. 

The victim was near Hoyt Street 
at 8:05 pm when an acquaintance 
forcibly grabbed her and took the 
wad of cash, threatening, “B----, 
shut up or we gonna shoot you,” and 
punched her in the face. 

A couple of cads also assisted in 

the heist, then climbed into a Nis-
san Altima that sped away. 

Unanswered prayers
Some snake stole a woman’s bag 

from a Montague Street church on 
April 15.

The lady told cops she placed her 
bag — containing $180 — on the coat 
rack at the house of worship near 
Clinton Street at 12:30 pm, and when 
she returned from work to retrieve 
it, it was gone. 

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Senior scuffl e 
Cops cuffed a 79-year-old man 

who allegedly hit his fellow senior 
in the head with a cane in a S. Ox-
ford Street nursing home on April 
15.

The suspect bashed his 73-year-
old victim on the noggin with the 
stick in the home near Hanson Place 
around 1 am after the pair got into a 
verbal dispute, police said. The vic-
tim sustained a fracture from the 
blow, according to a report. 

Mugged 
A pair of punks stole $1,400 from 

a guy as he was strolling on Fleet 
Walk on April 13. 

The 57-year-old victim was near 
Prince Street at 5 am when two bad-
dies grabbed him by the collar as 
he passed, held an unknown object 
to the back of his head, and snarled 
“Don’t move.” 

The creeps then reached into his 
pockets, took the cash, and fl ed, ac-
cording to a report.

Bejeweled
A burglar broke into a S. Port-

land Avenue home and took $2,600 
worth of jewelry while its owner 
was gone for the day on April 12.

The victim told police she left the 
apartment near Lafayette Avenue 
at 9 am and returned at 7 pm to fi nd 
that the snake had chipped fresh 
paint off the front door, cops said. 
Once inside, she discovered the heis-
ter had stolen a gold and diamond 
ring, vintage ring, silver watch, and 
gold ring band, cops said. 

App snap
Some thief pretending to have a 

gun stole $120 from a Lyft driver af-
ter he picked him up on Court Street 
on April 15.

The baddie got into the driver’s 
car near Carroll Street at 12:20 
am, simulated having a gun, and 
demanded his money, which he 
handed over. 

Then, at approximately 3 pm, the 
driver picked up the cad on Navy 
Street and the nogoodnik requested 
that he take a picture of him. The 
driver sent the snap to the lout’s 
phone and he fl ed.  — Lauren Gill
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T he Board of Elections 
named a new Republican 
chief clerk one year after 

the infamous April 2016  voter 
purge, which slashed more 
than 120,000 voters from the 
rolls during the contentious 
New York presidential pri-
mary between Bernie Sanders 
and Hillary Clinton . 

Bay Ridgite Ray Riley — 
a former staffer of state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) 
who now works at Maimonides 
Medical Center — will replace 
Diane Haslett-Rudiano at 
the end of the month, fi lling 
the six-fi gure position she was 
suspended without pay two 
days after the purge.

Riley will start his new gig 
on April 30, a Board of Elections 
spokeswoman said. And Has-
lett-Rudiano’s Democratic coun-
terpart Betty Ann Canizio re-
mains suspended without pay, 
the spokeswoman said.

This being Brooklyn’s frac-
tured Republican Party, the 
move of course comes with 
some controversy.

Some conservative politi-
cos are charging Riley has 

been hand-picked by state Sen. 
Marty Golden in yet another 
move to  maintain his political 
power . 

It is customary for county 
leaders to pull strings to get 
their allies high-paying gigs 
on the board, and in this case 
it should have been newly 
elected Kings County Repub-
lican Chairman Ted Ghorra 
to name the new guy — but 
sources say it was Golden who 
gave the nod to appoint Riley.

“The chairman should have 
been the one to pick. Ghorra 

would have nothing to do with. 
Marty was defi nitely behind 
that,” one source said. “Ray’s 
never worked at the Board of 
Elections. This is patronage.”

Other sources claimed days 
after the purge that Golden 
had chosen Republican Brook-
lyn Board of Elections com-
missioner Simon Shamoun 
 in exchange for internal fa-
vors, like allegedly shredding 
competitor’s petitions .

And appointing Riley is 
just Golden’s way of trying to 
gain more power, said an elec-
tion attorney familiar with 
Brooklyn politics.

“He was always one of the 
main organizers of Marty’s 
campaign,” he said. “And it’s 
just another example of con-
solidating his power at the 
Board of Elections.”

Golden did not respond to 
requests for comments, but 
a former consultant for the 
senator said it makes perfect 
sense that Riley was appointed 
to the board and obviously his 
anti-faction would spew that 
kind of nonsense.

“Not surprising that he 

ended up with a prestigious 
job at Maimonides, and it’s not 
surprising he would end up at 
the Board of Elections,” said 
Gerry O’Brien, who left the 
Republican Party and is now 
an independent. “I would fi nd 
it diffi cult to believe that Ted 
and Marty weren’t on the same 
page about this. They seem to be 
working very closely with each 
other. The anti-Golden camp, of 
course you’re going to say, ‘he’s 
just doing what he’s told.’” 

But Ghorra insists he had 
an even hand in selecting Ri-
ley, and that Golden was busy 
in Albany when discussions 
were taking place. 

“I was consulted on the 
county clerk position con-
cerning Ray Riley, there is 
no disagreement with anyone 
regarding his selection and 
Senator Golden was occupied 
with Senate and constituency 
matters — not this issue,” said 
Ghorra in an e-mailed stated.

Ghorra did not return an 
e-mail asking if he consulted 
Golden at all about the pick by 
press time. 

Riley could not be reached 

for comment.

He’s a favorable
Term-limited Council-

man Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge), who is vying to be-
come the borough’s next dis-
trict attorney, came out on top 
in  a new poll he commissioned  
in which voters were asked if 
they have a “favorable opin-
ion” of him and fi ve other can-
didates running for the seat.

Gentile topped the charts 
with 21 percent answering “fa-
vorable,” beating interim Dis-

trict Attorney Eric Gonza-

lez by two percent. 
But Gonzalez would still 

win according to the poll, with 
15 percent saying they would 
vote for him, four percent more 
than those who said they would 
cast a ballot for Gentile.

But nearly half the voters 
— 48 percent — say they are 
still undecided.

Gentile used some cash 
from his more than $85,000 
in his campaign coffers to 
launch a poll through North 
Carolina-based Public Policy 

Insiders: Election pick Golden power-play
Plus Gentile’s district attorney run, and race to replace his seat heats up

Continued on page 16
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marine borers .
The proceedings began 

with a bizarre exchange be-
tween Billings and Heights 
Association attorney Rich-
ard Ziegler during which 
she appeared to misinterpret 
the crux of the case as being 
about the cost of the towers.

“Even if they spend less 
money on the project and only 
spent what they need to fund 
maintenance operation of the 
park, the resulting project 
you get may not be any more 
desirable,” she said.

“You can have a project 
that’s much more desirable to 
the community that’s much 
more expensive rather than 
using as much resources 
from the city,” Billings said 
later.

Ziegler explained to the 
judge that the case is actually 
about whether the park al-
ready has enough cash to pay 
for its upkeep.

“It’s not a question of how 
much money is spent, it’s a 
question of how much money 
they need to spend,” he said.

And lawyers for the park 
told Billings they were con-
vinced  the Heights Associa-
tion wouldn’t budge from 

its stance unless the deal in-
volved changing the project 
signifi cantly , including elim-
inating the 100 below-market-
rate units in the shorter of 
the buildings. 

“There’s no indication 
that anything short of pre-
venting affordable housing 
and changing the project in 
a major way” would be sat-
isfactory, said park attorney 
Haley Stein. 

Park activists, however, 
have argued that they’re not 
opposed to below-market-rate 
digs at the site, and  have been 
rallying against the project 
since before that component 
was introduced  in 2015, said 
Ziegler.

The proceedings were 
interrupted when Billings 
called both sides into her 
chambers for a lengthy dis-
cussion, during which she 
urged them to negotiate a 
possible truce.

Lawyers for the park and 
the Heights Association later 
declined to comment on what 
was said in Billings’s cham-
bers, although the civic group 
has previously suggested 
compromises, such as mov-
ing the proposed affordable 
housing to the park’s head-
quarters on Furman Street 
in exchange for reducing the 
height of one of the towers.

subsequently closed off the ad-
jacent greenway and entrance 
on Old Fulton Street once they 
were fi lled to the brim, too, he 
said.

Neither police or the Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Corpora-
tion gave details on why cops 
closed part of the meadow, 
but  one kid told the Brooklyn 
Eagle  that multiple fi ghts had 
broken out. 

And a 15-year-old girl al-
leged that several people 
punched and kicked her as 
she was on Doughty and Fur-
man streets by Pier 1 around 
3:03 pm, knocking her to the 
ground. While she was down, 
a female acquaintance stole 
her phone and MetroCard, ac-
cording to police.

The closure sent hundreds 
of kids out of the park and onto 
Brooklyn Heights streets such 
as Joralemon Street as they 
walked back Downtown — an 
episode that neighbors say has 
become all too familiar. 

 Residents demanded last 
year that the park get its act to-
gether and do something to al-
leviate the heavy foot traffi c of 
kids  — some of whom they say 
vandalize property and ha-
rass locals — after cops shut 

the pier fi ve times in less than 
a month. The issue was revis-
ited when authorities had to 
close a slice of the park during 
an unseasonably warm Febru-
ary day this year. 

DeRosa and the park’s 
Community Advisory Coun-
cil ultimately came up with 
a crowd-control plan for the 
brownstone-lined street, in-
cluding dispersing kids to 
other entrances such as At-
lantic Avenue and hiring a 
youth coordinator to oversee 
activities on the pier. It was 
supposed to go into action at 
the beginning of the month 
but hasn’t, according to the 
group’s leader. 

“We put forward recom-
mendations that could avoid 
this sort of thing and they 
haven’t been put into place,” 
said Peter LaBonte, who is 
president of the volunteer 
council. “Unless they put this 
stuff into place, it’s hard to say 
how bad it’s going to be this 
summer.”

Borough President Adams 
has gotten in on the action 
too —  he allocated taxpayer 
dollars to fund security cam-
eras along Joralemon Street , 
though that deal has not been 
fi nalized. The 84th precinct 
also added 23 more cops to the 
park beat last summer to help 
tackle the problem.

Kids are off from school 
this week and the community 
centers at the public housing 
complexes are closed to coin-
cide with the break, leaving 
kids with nowhere else to go, 
according to LaShawn Doyle, 
who helps run the Ingersoll 
Houses recreation hub and sits 
on the advisory council. 

On Tuesday, the park was 
hosting a three-on-three bas-
ketball tournament when po-
lice stepped in.

Honchos at the corpora-
tion say they are aware of the 
issue, but are just waiting for 
new president Eric Landau to 
come aboard to hash out a plan 
to fi x it, according to a spokes-
man. 

But conversations up un-
til now have had little impact, 
said DeRosa, who says it’s high 
time for the corporation to fi -
nally take steps to deal with 
the disruptions at the park 
that regularly prompt the po-
lice to shut it down. 

“I know my group goes down 
there, we have a dialogue, and 
they don’t care, they don’t want 
to make changes,” she said. “If 
my house is on fi re every fi ve 
months for three years, and I 
have to keep on calling the fi re 
department, after three years, 
it’s like maybe I should fi x my 
house or something,” she said.

Gala Dinner
& 

Award Ceremony
Thursday, June 1, 2017

Deadline is May 29th.

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11228

Please go to the following website to purchase seats
https://2017womenofdistinction.eventbrite.com

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 2017 Women of Distinction

Grisel Amador
Rev. Elizabeth Butler, PhD
Heather Cuccia
Maria D’Alessandro
Anastasia D’Amato

Denise P. Levine
Hon. Katherine Levine
Violetta Livshiz
Katie Lusso
Aileen McKinnon

Kim Moore
Tonya Ores
Frances Schwartz
Yelena Sokolin
Lola Star

Marina Trofi mov
Candace Woodward
Pauline Yeung
Brigitte Zabbatino

Alberta Gulotta
Rev DeVanie Jackson
Dianna Kane
Nella Khenkin
Pastor Amy Kienzle

HONOREES

Continued from cover

PIER 2
Continued from cover

PIER 6
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WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.
FACEBOOK.COM/3GUYSFROMBROOKLYN
TWITTER.COM/3GUYSFROMBKLYN

718-748-8340 • 6502 Ft Hamilton Pkwy
www.3GuysFromBrooklyn.com

CALL FOR IN-STORE PICKUP MON-FRI: Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

24/7

EBT

SALE STARTS WED APRIL 19TH, 7AM ENDS MON APRIL 24TH, 7PM

APPLE JUICE

1.9964 oz

RED PEPPERS
EXTRA LARGE

79
BANANAS
YELLOW RIPE

49
EGGPLANTS

BLACK BEAUTY

59
GREEN SQUASH

EXTRA FANCY

69

KIRBYS
FARM FRESH

69

9 1.99
NAVEL ORANGES

CALIFORNIA
SEEDLESS

2 3
SOUR CREAM

D 16 oz

2 5
HONEYDEWS

JUMBO

79
ROYAL GALA

APPLES

IMPORTED

4.99
EXTRA VIRGIN

OLIVE OIL

MEDITERRANEAN JEWELS

1 LITER 2.99
CHOCOLATE

HAZELNUT SPREAD

NUTELLA

13 ozD

YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities,  
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid  
counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Pandemonium erupted in 
Coney Island Sunday when 
someone threw a glass bottle 
and amusement parkgoers 
mistook the sound for gun-
shots, according to police. 
A wave of panic swept the 
crowd and even those who 
didn’t hear the supposed gun-
fi re began running  for their 
lives. 

“I honestly didn’t hear 
much, but I saw everybody 
running away and I didn’t 
want to stick around and fi nd 
out why,” said Coney Islander 
Joaquin Marshall, who was 
out with friends when the con-
fusion ensued. “People were 
tripping all over themselves 
trying to get out of there. I 
thought it must be gunshots.”

A panicked stampede of 
friends and family formerly 
enjoying their Easter Sunday 
at the People’s Playground 
poured out of Luna Park and 
fl ed on Surf Avenue.

Locals trampled each other 

as they dashed down the thor-
oughfare, parents scooped up 
their children as they ran, 
and people raced into res-
taurants to escape what they 
thought was a shooting. 

One Surf Avenue eatery 
even lowered its metal gate to 

protect its patrons.
“We closed the gate to pro-

tect people,” said Benson-
hurster Elez Bucaj, who owns 
the Surf City restaurant on 
Surf Avenue at W. 10th Street 
near the Cyclone. “People 

CHAOS: Confused Coney Islanders took to social media after hearing 
what they thought was gunshots near Luna Park on Easter.  Twitter

Chaos in Coney
Panic spreads after false reports of gunshots

BY LAUREN GILL
Police are searching for a 
guy who they say pulled out 
his junk and kept it there 
for all to see in the York 
Street subway station on 
March 7.

The man exposed his gen-
itals for approximately fi ve 
to seven minutes as he stood 
on the platform, and then 
hopped on a Coney Island-

bound F train, according to 
authorities, who described 
him as about 35-years-old, 
5-foot-9 and 180 pounds with 
a bald head.

Police ask anyone with 
information about the crime 
to call (800) 577–8477, submit 
tips at www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com, or text 274637 fol-
lowed by TIP577. All calls are 
strictly confi dential.

Police: Guy pulled 
out junk at York St. 

ON THE HUNT: Police are looking for this guy, who they say pulled out 
his gentials in York Street station. NYPD

Continued on page 16
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Polling, which surveyed 630 
likely Democratic primary vot-
ers in Kings County from April 
6 to April 9. 

 Others running for the seat  
include Patricia Gatling, 
Ama Dwimoh, Anne Swern, 
and Marc Fleidner.

The results are just as the 
senior lawmaker suspected, he 
said. 

“It was the campaign’s idea to 
see what the lay of the land is in 
the race. There was no guaran-
tee about that, it just so happens 
the results show that I had a very 
strong showing,” Gentile said. 

But Gentile is also actively 
courting voters — including 
those who are just old enough 
to cast their fi rst ballot — 
through social media. His 
campaign launched a  90-sec-
ond video  across multiple plat-
forms, including Facebook and 
Instagram, to highlight why 

he’s running for the seat — it 
has nothing to do with trying 
to get the young vote, said his 
campaign manager Samuel 

Powers. 
“As part of that campaign 

launch, we purchased Face-
book ads to run across the 
borough. It was less about tar-
geting a specifi c demographic 
and more about making sure 

we were advertising our video 
across Brooklyn,” he said. 
“Facebook is used by people of 
all ages and ethnicities, so we 
chose it simply because it’s an 
easy way to reach a lot of peo-
ple rather than radio or TV. 
The reason it was also on In-
stagram is a lot of individuals 
have their facebook connected 
to their Instagram.”

POLITICS
Continued from page 10

SOCIAL MEDIA STAR: Bay Ridge Councilman Vincent Gentile launched a 
90-second district attorney campaign video on social media platforms. 

consider,” Donovan said.
In response to Dono-

van’s request, Transit Au-
thority president Donald 
Spero wrote in a letter 
dated April 4, “we are cer-
tainly willing to look at 
these potential impacts,” 
but stopped short of con-
fi rming an actual study is 
underway. A request for 
clarifi cation from the tran-
sit authority only yielded 
greater confusion, with 
spokesman Chris McKniff 

pulling back on Spero’s 
comment and stating Don-
ovan’s request was merely 
under evaluation.

The congressman 
seems to feel differently. In 
an April 14 letter to Spero, 
Donovan wrote that he was 
“pleased that your agency 
will analyze commercial 
vehicle routes, traffi c im-
pacts on Staten Island and 
Brooklyn roads, and rev-
enue impacts as part of 
your review,” and asked 
the agency president to 
“please share an approx-
imate timeline for your 
analysis.”

when kids need us the 
most. It’s something that is 
really needed in the com-
munity and being able to 
partner with the circus for 
entertainment and activi-
ties, gives the kids a chance 
to see something positive 
and that uplifting,” King 
said.

The clubhouse director 
admitted that he, too, was 
entertained, but got a big-
ger thrill watching the joy 
the event brought the kids.

“Pretty much I loved ev-
erything, and I loved to see 
the impact and the smiles 
it put on the young peoples 
faces — that was the great-
est moment for me,” he 
said. 

The single-ring Uni-
verSoul Circus was estab-
lished in 1994 by Cedric 
Walker, who had a vision 
to create a circus featur-
ing a large percentage of 
performers of color. He re-
cruited internationally, 
and currently the Atlanta-
based circus features per-
formers from more than 20 
countries worldwide.

CIRCUS
Continued from page 7

TOLL
Continued from page 2

were running and screaming 
that they heard shooting.”

But the fears were un-
founded and police quashed 

the frenzy on social media.  
“All reports of any shoot-

ing by the amusement area in 
Coney Island are false,” stated 
a tweet by the 60th Precinct’s 
Twitter account. “There were 
no shots fi red or anyone shot.” 

The incident comes just  two 

days after Amtrak police in 
Penn Station used a stun gun 
on a man — sending commut-
ers scrambling  for safety af-
ter they mistook the sound for 
gunfi re. 

A police investigation is on-
going, offi cials said. 

CONEY
Continued from page 14
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Exceptional
Kitchen & Bath 
Remodels

Imagine 
the convenience. 

Imagine the beauty. 

Imagine the luxury. 

Your 
kitchen and bath 
can be everything 

you’ve 
always imagined, 

for a price 
that’s 

far less than 
you’d ever expect.

We provide both the design expertise and expert installation 
to make your vision a seamless reality

917-716-9920Fully Licensed and Insured 

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.
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Connect with several experts who will 
answer your questions and guide you 

through the homebuying process. 

© 2017 Ridgewood Savings Bank

FREE HOMEBUYERS’

WORKSHOP

May 2nd 
Bensonhurst Branch 
7124 18th Avenue 
6:15–8:15 p.m.  
RSVP: (718) 621-8480

Join us  |  May 2nd  |  6:15-8:15 p.m.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Call it party politics.

The waterfront warehouses hosting 
rowdy raves in Sunset Park must beef 
up security or risk a crack down on 
their massive dance parties, say locals, 
but the party people want to parlay with 
police and residents in the hope of keep-
ing the parties going.

Companies near First Avenue rent 
out their spacious buildings for week-
end dance parties on the side, but a 
spike in raves is clogging the area with 
thousands of raucous partygoers and 
creating a headache for the neighbor-
hood, said one resident.  

“Lately, people are just fl ooding the 
area, and it’s a public safety issue,” said 
Sunset Parker Carmen Torres. “They 
do drugs, get violent, and it just creates 
a hazard, especially when people go up 
to catch the train home.” 

Properties owned by the production 
company East of Hollywood and Utz 
Quality Food Inc. rent out their build-
ings near First Avenue in the 50s for 
weekend dance parties that host high-
profi le, big-draw artists such as elec-
tronic dance music sensation Tiesto, 
who has nearly fi ve million followers on 
Twitter. 

But the parties are clogging the area 
with thousands of revelers and the local 
precinct is having a hard time keeping 
up with the antics, said police. 

“We can handle a couple of them, 
but when you have more than 30 a year, 
it’s draining our resources from other 
parts of the command,” said Lieuten-
ant William Meyers, with the 72nd Pre-
cinct’s special operations. “It’s all ex-
tra resources being utilized because 
of these parties that could be going to 
other parts of the command to help with 
burglaries or robberies, when those is-
sues arise.” 

In 2015 there were fi ve raves, but 
that number ballooned to a whopping 
33 in 2016, according to offi cials. Now 
the gatherings are a magnet for pick-
pockets, a hot spot for drug activity, and 
can attract up to 10,000 people at a time 
when multiple parties converge, caus-
ing safety issues, according to police. 

And since the soirees are near the 
shore, police fear that tipsy partygo-
ers could make their way to the water 
and tumble in. It’s a burden that could 
be eased if the landlords of party pro-
moters provided added security, but for 
now, police fi ll the void, said Meyers. 

“The area is right at the water and 
people can jump in,” said Meyers. “The 
raves themselves do supply security, the 
only issue is they do security inside the 
raves. We not only supply security by the 
water, we then have to handle traffi c.”

But police and locals are just blow-
ing the situation out of proportion, said 
a rep for one of the property owners. 

“Our events are nothing like how 
the police department or the commu-
nity are describing them,” said Angela 
Correa, property manager for East of 
Hollywood’s pair of warehouses on 52nd 
and 53rd streets near First Avenue. “We 
do everything professionally. We’ve al-
ways been willing to work with the com-
munity. And we plan to keep doing so.” 

East of Hollywood has hosted shin-
digs at its buildings since 2001 without 
any hullabaloo, but now that others 
have caught on, the area has simply be-
come a hub for hopping parties, accord-
ing to Correa. 

Others feel they are already doing 
their fair share to protect parties, such 
as mandating their employees receive 
fi re safety training from the city in case 
of emergency. 

“We strive to produce safe events,” 
said Robert Coma, a co-owner of TCE 
Presents, which hosts gatherings in a 
building operated by Utz Quality Food 
Inc. “We work with the community 
board, police, and there’s a six-foot fence 
that barricades people from the water. 
I’m all about longevity.”

Reps for warehouse owners and com-
panies renting out space met with police 
and concerned locals at an April 13 pub-
lic safety committee meeting at Com-
munity Board 7. Locals’ fears did not 
fall on deaf ears, and those responsible 
for the raves said they will meet with lo-
cals again later this month, according 
to district manager Jeremy Laufer. 

It’s a good fi rst step, said Torres. 

Rage against raves
Locals: Rowdy Sunset Park parties are 

draining neighborhood police resources 

RAVE-DICULOUS: Locals such as Carmen Torres are concerned about the debauchery a 
wave of raves at Sunset Park warehouses is generating. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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In the latest installment of 

“Plantergate,” one of several 

large potted shrubs installed by 

the city to deter illegal parking 

on Jay Street along the MetroTech 

complex in Downtown Brook-

lyn was mysteriously moved — 

directly into the path of a bike 

lane — late last week. Since the 

Department of Transportation 

put six of the pots in the striped 

channel between the bus and bike 

lanes last month, scoffl aws have 

been relentlessly shuffl ing them 

around. “Game of musical plant-

ers continues on Jay Street,” by 

Lauren Gill, online April 17). The 

Downtown Brooklyn Partnership 

business group reports that sev-

eral times a week, at least two 

of its workers have had the Her-

culean — and unenviable — task 

of moving the planters back when 

they’re out of place. The identity 

of the mysterious shrub-shifter 

remains unknown, but now the 

transportation agency and the 

business-boosting partnership 

plan to talk about what might be 

done to keep the greenery holders 

in place. Our readers had some 

home-grown thoughts of their 

own:

This undermines trust in the po-
licing and justice system, if some-
one from the police or court are so 
fl agrantly breaking the law, and 
others in those institutions are do-
ing nothing about it. NYPD not stop-
ping it demonstrates either corrup-
tion or incompetence. Or both. djx 

 from Harlem formerly Brooklyn

Given the existence of cameras 
on the buildings occupied by the 
courts, NYU, and National Grid, 
it’s most peculiar that the perpetra-
tors (or is it a lone wolf?), have not 
been identifi ed. Who, if anyone, is 
reviewing the videos recorded by 
these cameras, do they end up in the 
trash, or does the NYPD hierarchy 
or other law-enforcement agency or-
der them destroyed? 
 ujh from Downtown Brooklyn

ujh makes a good point. Where 

are the cameras? Where is the en-
forcement? 

As a biker and car owner who 
uses both here, we may one day dis-
cover that more bikes mean fewer 
cars, not the inverse. Sure, mov-
ing the shrubs at midnight is giv-
ing pleasure to a few yahoos — time 
for it to stop, I guess. Enforcement, 
please. 
 Blogger Bill from Boerum Hill

For decades now, the NYPD has 
been completely incompetent at en-
forcing the most basic traffi c and 
parking laws.

The city should create a new 
agency to handle traffi c enforce-
ment and and take that responsibil-
ity away from the NYPD. This new 
agency could be funded by the ad-
ditional revenue the city would get 
by ticketing for sidewalk parking, 
speeding and other kinds of danger-
ous driving. NN from Boerum Hill

It’s not incompetence. It’s inten-
tional. Traffi c used to have a sepa-
rate department. To enforce speed-
ing or reckless driving you need 
to be a peace offi cer. Most traffi c 
agents are not peace offi cers. 

Only a few of the traffi c agents 
are peace offi cers. The police de-
partment supervises the traffi c 
agents. The police doesn’t want traf-
fi c agents ticketing permit holders. 
They want the department that em-
ploys the permit holders to disci-
pline them if necessary. In Man-
hattan’s civic area the PD created 
a special enforcement unit. That 
works fairly well. 
 Frank from Furter

Look, I sort of feel like the Mas-
ter of the Obvious here, but if you 
replace the round-bottomed plant-
ers with square ones you’ll have a 
lot fewer shenanigans. Just trust 
me. K. from ArKady

Rep. Dan Donovan (R–Bay 

Ridge) has asked the Metropoli-

tan Transportation Authority to 

study the impact of reestablish-

ing a two-way toll on the Ver-

razano Bridge. It’s a move that 

would eliminate the current one-

way toll, which has been blamed 

for rush-hour traffi c jams that 

stretch as far north as Gowanus 

and Park Slope (“Ridge Con-

gressman touts returning two-

way tolls to Verrazano Bridge, 

by Colin Mixson, online April 17). 

Some readers tolled us what they 

thought:

I still think a better idea is just 
abolish the toll altogether, espe-
cially if the bonds have been long 
paid off. Wasn’t that original pur-
pose of the toll? Unfortunately, 
those who believe they should be 
sources of revenue is the reason 
why some like this one are astro-
nomically high when they shouldn’t 
be. Also, there are many who view 
tolling as double tipping, especially 
when their taxes for infrastructure 
are already paying for these cross-
ings. The reason I say that is be-
cause I’m sure some of you went to 
restaurants where you told to leave 
a tip even though it was already in-
cluded in the bill, and that’s why I 
feel that tolls should be removed the 
moment the bonds used to build the 
said crossing or highway have been 
paid off. Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

I agree that as long as the round-
trip toll equals the current one-way 
and the same E-Z pass discount to 
Staten Island residents is kept, then 
this isn’t a big deal. 
 Sajh from Staten Island

Giving us a new toll is unfair! 
The toll is for the people coming 
from Brooklyn. They all wanna 
come here, then they want us to pay 
for it!!!! Tooty from Staten Island

Lower tolls on the Verrazano 
should be done in parallel with 
higher tolls for Manhattan-bound 
or Manhattan thru traffi c. 
 Dave from Brooklyn

Look on the bright side: If the 
MTA approves it through a study, 
congestion on the Gowanus Ex-
pressway will be greatly reduced 
during rush hours thanks to open 
road tolling and will be breaking 
the chain of a phenomenon known 
as “Bridge Shopping.” 
 Pedro Valdez Rivera Jr. 

 from BS, BK, NY, US

Climate for a change
To the editor, 
The world is changing faster 

than ever, and — for the most part 
— millennials are rolling with the 
punches and seizing opportunities. 
However, we’re also facing consid-

erable headwinds: from an under-
performing economy to an impend-
ing climate crisis.

Feelings of disillusionment 
threaten to spread far and wide 
amongst our peers as distrust in 
our government is at an all time 
high. But we can change the course 
of our future if we act now.

According to a recent report, 95 
percent of young people believe we 
can create change in the U.S. And 
why wouldn’t we believe that? Re-
cently we’ve been encouraged by 
the amazing role of indigenous 
youth in rerouting the Dakota Ac-
cess Pipeline and the emergence of 
21 teens who are suing the govern-
ment to protect the constitutional 
rights of future generations from 
climate pollution.

However, worryingly, the same 
study also reveals only 36 percent 
of millennials participate in dem-
onstrations, protests, boycotts and 
marches, which are effective meth-
ods for getting organized and show-
ing power. This number is far too 
low, and is unacceptable in response 
to the climate crisis, which Trump 
has dramatically exacerbated in 
his fi rst 100 days, reversing years of 
progress on the issue.

On April 29, The People’s Cli-
mate Movement will march in D.C. 
to resist Trump and fi ght for a safe 
climate for all. It’s marches like 
these where we can see the manifes-
tations of real shifts in power occur. 
A march is a catalyst that brings us 
into contact with other like-minded 
people, enables us to build relation-
ships, and gives us a platform to 
stay active and voice our opinions. 

Following the march, our chal-
lenge is to continue building the 
movement with grassroots organi-
zations like The Climate Mobiliza-
tion that are creating the road maps 
for change. Displays of power and 
purpose between elections can ul-
timately transition to voter turn-
out numbers and electoral victories 
in 2018 and 2020 if we remain orga-
nized.

Our generation has the opportu-
nity to create a blueprint for a world 
that isn’t controlled by an outdated 
and dangerous elite. Join me on 
April 29 as we mobilize and march 
together on the streets for rapid, 
systemic change. Jared Proudfoot

Jared Proudfoot is a member of 
the social media team at Climate Mo-
bilization.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Planter’s afoot: Readers weigh in
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Weddings
Engagements

Family Reunions
Corporate Events

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, Cocktail, 

and Buffet options. 
We can create any theme  

for your occasion 
with unique 

LED lighting options 
& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 21–27, 201724    DT

Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

I f you’re thinking of writing 
a bestseller, I’ve got a word 
of advice for you:
Girl.
Put “Girl” in the title and 

you almost don’t have to do 
anything else, except fi gure 
out a plot, some twists, and 
an ending. And don’t forget to 
put a girl character in there, of 
course. She can be doing any-
thing: Kicking a hornet’s nest 
or sporting a dragon tattoo, 
like Stieg Larsson’s epic sell-
ers. Or she can be on a train, 
like Paula Hawkins’ bestseller 
(turned into a leaden movie de-
scribed by one Rotten Toma-
toes reviewer as “Less like hop-
ping on board a train and more 
climbing onto the bandwagon 
of dozens of Lifetime movies.”) 
(Note, that didn’t stop it from 
making $170 million.) 

Or the girl can be gone, 
like Gillian Flynn’s chilling 
thriller. Or she can have pearl 
earring, or marry a lion, or 
fall from the sky, chase the 
moon, play with fi re, or be in-
terrupted. She can also love 
Tom Gordon. And recently I 
really enjoyed “The Girl You 
Left Behind,” by Jojo Moyes. 
All those girls made it big on 
the bookshelves.

To make it big on televi-
sion, apparently all a girl has 
to do is hang out with a bunch 
of her tormented friends who 
are trying to grow up, like “2 
Broke Girls,” “New Girl,” or 
Lena Dunham’s squad. Or she 
can have grown up so long 
ago that now the “girl” part 
is ironic. (See “Golden Girls,” 
which, come to think of it, may 
have started something.)

Just a few years before 
all this girlishness, the book 
trend was “wife,” as in  “The 

Paris Wife,” “The Time Trav-
eler’s Wife” (best book ever), 
“The Kitchen God’s Wife” 
(also the best book ever, 
weirdly enough). Not to men-
tion, on television, “The Good 
Wife.” But clearly the wives 
have been ditched for someone 
younger. 

Last year an author named 
Emily St. John Mandel looked 
at 810 non-children’s books 
with the word “Girl” in the 
title. She crunched some num-
bers and found that 79 per-
cent of those were written by 
women, and yet 65 percent of 
the time the “girl” in the title 
is actually a woman.

So why call the woman a 
girl?

One theory holds that when 
we see the word “girl” we au-
tomatically feel protective and 
worried — more than we’d feel 
about a grown woman. But an-
other theory is that mega best-
sellers tend to inspire publish-
ers to copy them slavishly and 
often. So once you have “Gone 
Girl” plus “Girl on a Train,” 
nobody’s going to bother with 
a “The Comedienne with 
the Lower Back Tattoo,” or, 
“Young Female in Hyacinth 
Blue.”

St. John Mandel noticed 
one other trend: When women 
write “Girl” books, the girl 
ends up alive 90 percent of the 
time. When men put “Girl” in 
the title, only 68 percent make 
it out alive. Gee thanks, guys.

Anyway, if you’re looking 
for a title for that bestseller of 
yours, I’ve got some sugges-
tions:

The Girl Last Seen Run-
ning Away from a Bunch of 
Angry Hornets

The Girl with the Mis-
spelled “Pougkeepsie” Tattoo

The Little Dumber Girl
The Girl You Last Saw in 

the Dairy Section
The Girl Eating “Cheese-

Its” on the Bolt Bus
The Girl Who “Forgot” to 

Call Her Mother’s Friend’s Su-
per-Nice Son

The Girl Whose “Be Mind-
ful” Lulu Lemon Tote Took Up 
a Whole Seat 

The Girl with the Greenish 
Incisor

The Girl Who Mistook Her 
Hat for My Hat 

A Girl Named Sue
Back Girl
Harry Potter and the Sor-

cerer’s Girl
The Girl from Iwo Jima 

The Hardy Girls
I Am the Coppertone Girl
The Girl with the Squirrel 

Earring
The Squirrel with the Girl 

Earring
The Girl with the Wagon 

Tattoo: A Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Update 

The Other Other Boleyn 
Girl 

The Little Mulch Girl
Even Cowgirls Get Sick of 

Beans
The Girl Who Chased 

Viggo Mortensen (And Who 
Can Blame Her?)

I Am Melania: The Story 
of a Girl who Stood Up for 
Trump 

Too Many Girls, Not 
Enough Kombucha (from the 
“Wild in Williamsburg” se-
ries)

The Girl on the D Train
The Girl STILL on the D 

Train, Because of a “Sick Pas-
senger” on the Train Ahead of 
Her

Girl, Interrupting
The Girl Who Knew Too 

Much about the Kennedy As-
sassination

Lenore Skenazy is author of 
the book and blog Free-Range 
Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

A ‘girl’ by any name is always bestseller
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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DOWNTOWN

Five bouquets to HeartShare for 
raising $500,000 at its 2017 Spring Gala 
and Auction on March 30 at the New 
York Marriott Marquis.

HeartShare honored Salvatore 

Calabrese of RE/MAX Metro; actor 
Dr. Dan Grimaldi; Gary Perone, 
Brooklyn Cyclones Assistant General 

Manager; and Blakely Page of Spout-
ing Rock Financial Partners at the soi-
ree. The honorees are long-standing 
advocates and supporters of the orga-
nization.

“I’ve been coming to this gala for a 
decade. My adult goddaughter partici-
pated in a HeartShare day program 
and I recently found out that my cousin 
has been receiving residential services 
from HeartShare for 25 years,” shared 
Gary Perone, recipient of The Heart-
Share Genie Foundation Award.

Adding to the funds, HeartShare 
was able to raise $40,200 during a mo-
bile campaign. Guests texted their 
donations after viewing a video fea-
turing Carol, who said, “When I was 
younger, kids would tease me, ‘Oh, 
you are handicapped. Oh, you can’t do 
anything.’ Today, I live, work and com-
mute on my own and I’m proud to say, 
I can do more things than I thought I 
could do.”

Attendees included Bill 

Guarinello, HeartShare president and 
chief executive offi cer; Paul Torre, 
chairman of the board; actor Danny 

Aiello of “The Sopranos;” Dominic 

Chianese, Robert Iler, Jason Cer-

bone and Artie Pasquale; actress 
Barbara Feldon (“Agent 99”); actress 
Abigail Hawk of “Blue Bloods;” “Or-
ange is the New Black” actress Bar-

bara Rosenblat; Q104.3’s Shelli Son-

stein; and Fox 5’s Ines Rosales. 
Q104.3 Radio Host and long-time 

HeartShare Board Member Jim Kerr 
served as Master of Ceremonies. Fox 
5’s Rosanna Scotto and actor Sean 

Ringgold, both on boards at the 
agency, encouraged the crowd during 
the mobile campaign.

HeartShare Human Services of New 
York (12 MetroTech Center at Myrtle 

Avenue in Downtown, www.heart-
share.org).

BOROUGH WIDE

Hip, hip, hooray
Cheers and kudos to borough son 

Alexandro Hererra. The teen, who 
suffers from Tourette syndrome, was 
recently honored and inducted into 
the Tourette Association of Amer-

ica’s 2017 Youth Ambassador Pro-

gram. 
It is stressful enough traveling on 

New York public transportation with 
the big crowds and tight railway cars 
during morning rush hour. But for Al-
exandro, his experience commuting 
to school is so intensifi ed by involun-
tarily movements such as rapid eye 
blinking and neck snapping that he 
can no longer attend his public school 
in the city.

The disease, which is severely mis-
understood, affects one in 160 school-
aged children. Most people only know 
it as the “cursing disease” but the re-
ality is that at least one child in every 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

Prost! Congratulations to Ryan 

McEvoy, who was awarded a Ful-

bright grant to teach English in 
Germany. The borough son is a se-
nior at the University of Richmond.

Ryan is triple majoring in Ger-
man studies, international studies, 
and history, with a focus on world 
politics and diplomacy, and minor-
ing in Jewish studies.

Ryan will be traveling to North-
Rhine Westphalia and teaching 
from September 2017 through June 
2018.

“While in Germany, I am also in-
terested in exploring the possibility 
of pursuing an additional commu-
nity engagement activity such as 
an internship that would allow me 
to work with newly resettled refu-
gees,” Ryan said.

He has also participated in mul-
tiple study abroad projects during 
his time at University of Richmond, 
including two summers in Berlin, 

and trips to Poland and Israel. He 
spent a semester abroad in Ban-
galore, India, where he completed 
coursework in Indian culture and 
history, international development, 
and elementary Hindi.

“These opportunities have not 
only allowed me to sharpen my 
language skills, but also to develop 
the relevant cultural competency 
needed for successful in-country en-
gagement,” he explained.

When Ryan returns to the States 
he plans on attending the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Law School.

“Ryan made the most of his time 
abroad as an undergraduate and 
used this experience to write a com-
pelling application for a Fulbright 
award,” said Martha Merritt, in-
ternational education dean. “Ful-
bright recognizes both academic 
achievement and a desire to serve 
as an educational ambassador for 
the United States.”

Standing O wishes Ryan good 
luck. 

Meeting the goal and then some

Bright & full of promise for scholar

school is suffering from a wide range 
of motor and vocal “tics” that range 
from disruptive to life-threatening, 
as well as comorbid disorders that go 
hand-in-hand with Tourette, such as 
attention defi cit hyperactivity disor-
der, obsessive-compulsive disorder, 
anxiety, depression, and more. 

The program, which was an ini-
tiative launched in 2008, trains 
teens with and without Tourette to 
speak on national and local plat-
forms about Tourette awareness and 
education.

SUNSET PARK 

Maternally yours
NYU Lutheran Medical 

Center is overfl owing with ba-
bies. With more babies born in 
Brooklyn than anywhere else in 
New York City, the healing center 
is taking several important steps 
forward to ensure the borough’s 
many expecting moms have ac-
cess to the safest, most compre-
hensive care available.

Leading the delivery charge 
will be Dr. Ming C. Tsai. Stand-
ing O says welcome and congrat-
ulations to Dr. Ming on his ap-
pointment as chief of obstetrics 
and gynecology. He will oversee 
an extensive expansion of the 
hospital’s labor and delivery ser-
vices.

 “We are extremely pleased 
that an accomplished, experi-
enced physician like Dr. Tsai is 
leading the effort,” said Dr. Da-

vid Keefe, the Stanley H. Kaplan 
professor and chairman of Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology at NYU 
Langone.

“Patients want the best care 
and that is our principal goal — 
to provide world-class, highly 
specialized services that meet 
the needs of Brooklyn’s families,” 
said Dr. Tsai.

Just for the record, and ac-
cording to the State Department 
of Health, out of the 117,099 babies 
born in New York City — 41,746 of 
them were in Brooklyn. That’s a 
lot of labor going on. 

Standing O and the stork says, 
“Welcome to the borough, Dr. 
Tsai.”

NYU Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter [150 55th St. at First Avenue in 
Sunset Park, (718) 630-7000].

SCHOLARLY STUDIES: Ryan McEvoy of Brooklyn is studying in Germany as a Fulbright 
scholar. 
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By Alexandra Simon

Cheer up, and come hear all about it. 
The front man of the 1980s rock 

band Talking Heads, David Byrne, 
wants to put cheese on your mug. The musi-
cian is going to be laying out reasons why 
people should be jolly at his lecture at Bric 
on April 27. In “Reasons to be Cheerful” 
Byrne will explain why the world is in the 
it is now, and how to find joy in spite of it 
all, he said.

“My perspective is that what is happen-
ing now is the result of policies and forces 
that have been going on for decades, and to 
some extent, what is happening therefore 
shouldn’t be such a surprise,” said Byrne. 

“Which is different than saying everything 
is acceptable — and rather than pointing 
fingers and blaming, which I too love to do, 
I am thinking that, if we find some hopeful, 
signs that we might move forward.”

One of the main reasons the world lacks 
high spirits is economic disparity, said 
Byrne. He believes the unlevel playing field 
leads to wider issues and weighs on our 
personal lives.

“Inequality is a big one — it seems to 
affect so many other areas, and it’s bad for 
the greater economy,” he said. “It’s bad for 
health, education, innovation, quality of life 
— all of which affects everyone, even those 
who think they are others problems.”

To keep people optimistic, at the event 
Byrne will be discussing the growth of 
renewable energy around the world, the 
increase of parks in large metropolitan 
cities, advancements in public education, 
and countries like Finland banning coal for 
energy and diminishing the importance of 
car ownership. Byrne says a lot of places 
in the world could stand to model after 
Finland and its neighboring countries.

“Some of the Scandinavian countries 
seem to have a high happiness index,” 
he said. “Denmark usually ranks first — 
though this year it looks like Norway has 
taken the lead. I think this is related to less 
inequality and a robust safety net.’ ”

But even though he feels his travels and 
positive mindset can guide him to inspire 
a happy crowd, he says a long road still 
awaits.

“I‘m hardly an expert — I’m an ordi-
nary citizen but I have taken the time and 
effort to compile some of these hopeful and 
inspiring signs and initiatives,” said Byrne. 
“If some of these initiatives and signs can 
serve as models, if I can help spread the 
word about some things everyone might not 
know about, then who knows? I need hope 
as much as anyone, so I have a personal 
incentive to do this.” 

“Reasons to be Cheerful” at Bric [647 
Fulton Ave between Rockland and Ashland 
places in Fort Greene. www.bricartsmedia.
org, (718) 855–7882]. April 27 at 7:30 pm. 
Free.

David Byrne tells us why we should be happier

Toast to cheer 

Cheers: Singer David Byrne will be 
lecturing at the opening to Bric’s Open 
festival on April 27. The artist will be 
discussing his perspective on current 
issues around the world, and why we 
should all be cheerful. David Byrne
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Community Bookstore’s pick: “The 
Names” by Don DeLillo

If “White Noise” was Don 
DeLillo’s commercial break-
through, “The Names” was his 
stylistic one. Set primarily in 
Greece and India, the novel 
follows James Axton, a risk 
analyst for a company over-
seeing catastrophe insurance 
for companies abroad, possi-
bly affiliated with the CIA. 
Axton becomes obsessed 
by a series of killings in the 
region, purportedly staged by a cult dedi-
cated to the worship of the alphabet. DeLillo takes this 
language worship to heart, and each of his sentences is 
a master class in control and sound, rhythm and form.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick: “The Redemption of 
Galen Pike” by Carys Davies

In the title story of this short 
story collection, Davies sets up 
his shot so perfectly that you 
don’t see the target until it is 
already bleeding. The redemp-
tion in question bristles with 
an electric irony so sly, it 
might be easy to miss if it 
weren’t both shocking and 
satisfying. Davies throws 
the reader into a construct-
ed relationship between 
puritan do-gooder Patience Haim 
and Galen Pike, a ruffian awaiting the gallows. The 
tale meditates on the weird relational web of humans, 
but it also tells a damn good story.

— Ashanti White-Wallace, Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Feminism and Nationalism in the 
Third World” by Kumari Jayawardena

Publishing is alive with books 
about feminism! Many good, 
many pink, many furthering the 
project of American exceptional-
ism. But this book, written more 
than 30 years ago, does not 
wrest figures from their histori-
cal context to fit the Western 
imperialist sense of individual 
empowerment as feminism. 
Instead, Jayawardena exca-
vates early women’s history 
movements of the global south as they arise 
pre- and post-colonialism and in conversation with each 
other, not as an ideology imported from the West. Lean 
in to this book: the print is small to fit in all the history.

— Stephanie Bartolome, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.green-
lightbookstore.com ].

The best reads — 
hand-picked by 

some of our best 
bookstores
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By Laura Meltzer

They are international Waters!
An instrumental trio that 

combines elements of Irish 
folk, South American rhythms, and 
American indie rock will play selec-
tions from its latest eclectic album at 
the BAM Cafe on April 28. The ham-
mered dulcimer player for House of 
Waters says that the self-titled album 
marks a new, stripped-down direc-
tion for the three-piece jazz, rock, and 
world music band. 

“We really wanted to focus on the 
trio sound. In the past we had recorded 
multiple overdubs, with multiple tracks 
and instruments,” said Max ZT. “But 
for this record, we really wanted to 
focus on the raw trio sound.” 

Six-string bassist Moto Fukushima, 
percussionist Ignacio Rivas Bixio, and 
ZT each bring different musical influ-
ences, and the new album is designed 
to show off their those elements, said 
ZT. 

“Musically, we were very keen to 
include our compositions that repre-
sent our varied influences, specifically 
those from India, West Africa, South 
America, Western classical music, and 
New York City jazz,” he said. 

And while it may seem difficult 
to weave those disparate styles into a 
cohesive sound, the members of House 
of Waters have found a way to work 
together to craft their songs, said ZT.

“Most of the time an individual 
would bring a phrase or a progression 

to the group and see where we take it,” 
he said. “We’ll work on adding sec-
tions, transitions, rhythmic hits, or new 
melodies. Even though the instrumen-
tation is quite unusual, we have had 
very few issues in our writing process; 
everything has been quite natural.”

The blending of international cul-
tures in the band’s music matches the 
way that the world has become smaller 
in recent years, said ZT.

“In these ever-porous times, where 
transportation is at its easiest, where 
the Internet connects every culture 

from around the world to each other, 
where everything is influenced by 
everything, it’s only suiting that our 
songs incorporate these varied influ-
ences,” he said. 

The show at BAM Cafe will be a 
high-energy performance that includes 
tunes form the latest albums, as well as 
some brand new songs.

House of Waters at BAM Café [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.org]. April 
28 at 9 pm. Free.

By Carlo Bosticco

These book worms are social ani-
mals! 

A science-fiction and fan-
tasy book club called “Readers of the 
Lost Ark” brings nerdy readers to the 
Way Station bar in Prospect Heights 
on the last Saturday of every month 
to socialize and discuss the latest in 
alt-reality fiction. The founder of the 
club said that a shared passion for 
spaceships and sorcery gives the group 
a focus that most book clubs lack, and 
keeps the members coming back each 
month.

“It helps bringing together people 
that already have something in com-
mon, otherwise all readers all have 
such different tastes,” says Heather 
Strickland, who lives in Crown 
Heights. “With us, from the begin-
ning, there was a common ground. 
Everyone who joins has many interests 
in the outside world, but at least all are 
fans of Dr. Who and Marvel movies 
and the like.”

And while the stereotypical sci-fi 

fan is known for engaging in passion-
ate and extremely nit-picky arguments 
over contentious topics like whether 
the Hulk could beat up Superman [edi-
tor’s note: he can], the Readers of the 
Lost Ark are intellectually engaged 
and respectful, said Strickland. 

“People have their own favorites, 
but at the end of the day we very much 
appreciate everyone’s different points 
of view,” she said. “It’s kind of the 
point!”

The group gives members an out-
let to discuss esoteric topics such as 
the merits of classical vs. contempo-
rary world-building techniques, and 
detailed guided questions — often 
written by Strickland — keep the 
group from going too far afield. 

Each month the group chooses a 
different theme, and members suggest 
books to match. An anonymous online 
vote determines the next month’s 
selection. The different themes keeps 
the discussion from getting stale.

“In March we did a graphic novel, 
which was unique because all of a sud-

den we had to start taking the visual 
aspect into account in our discussion,” 
said Strickland. “In April, because of 
April Fool’s, we selected our first non 
sci-fi book [“A Visit From the Goon 
Squad”].”

In the two years the club has exist-
ed, it has attracted about 50 mem-
bers on Facebook, and a roster of 
about 15 regulars meeting each month. 
Strickland, who created the club in 
hopes of finding like-minded friends, 
said that her experiment could not be 
more successful.

Fellowship of the read

HOUSE UNITED

World music is in the House: The electric band House of Water will bring its instrumental mix 
of jazz, rock, and world music to the BAM Cafe on April 28. David Sosnow

Fully booked: Heather Strickland, organizer 
of the Readers of the Lost Ark science-
fiction book club, holds the graphic novel 
about time-traveling teens the group read 
last month.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Band combines jazz, rock, and world music
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

2

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College         
to Flatbush Avenue  

On-site paid parking available

MUFARO’S 
BEAUTIFUL
DAUGHTERS:
An African Tale

Sat, April 29 at 2pm

Dallas Children’s Theater 
presents John Steptoe’s

Adapted for the stage 
by Karen Abbott
Music & Lyrics by S-Ankh Rasa

Tickets: $15  

THE GOLDEN
DRAGON 
ACROBATS
Sun, April 30 at 3pm

Tickets: $25  

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

Supported by:
HERE WITH YOU. HERE FOR YOU.
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By Alexandra Simon

It’s the music of all the people!
The Brooklyn Folk Festival is 

expanding its scope this year, wel-
coming folk performers from around 
the world, as well as the traditional 
music of the exotic island of Manhattan 
— hip-hop! One of the featured guests 
at this year’s fest, happening at St. 
Ann’s Church in Brooklyn Heights 
from April 28–30, will be the pioneer-
ing 1960s band the Last Poets, which 
helped to lay the foundation for rap 
music. The festival’s founder says that 
the trio personifies the meaning of folk 
music.

“One aspect of folk music is that it 
is grass roots community music and 
the Last Poets certainly embody that,” 
said musician and festival founder Eli 
Smith, who lives in Park Slope. “Since 
the 1930s, the idea of folk music in the 
United States has been very much con-
nected to left-wing politics — the Last 
Poets bring that as well. At its roots, rap 
and hip-hop are one of the first things 
that you would think of when you think 
of folk music and New York City.”

The frontman for the Last Poets 
said that he is excited to appear at the 
Folk Festival for the first time. 

“I’m looking forward to everything 
at the moment, and because I am a 
poet and I like people —  I love to see 
a diverse a group of people at festival 
or any major activity,” said Abiodun 
Oyewole. “Considering the diverse 
group of cultures that is going to be 
there, I’ll be looking forward to check 
out what I can.”

The trio will present a mix of music 

and poetry, said Oyewole, with the 
exact mix depending on how he reads 
the room.

“We are basically going to perform 
some poetry and I will sing — I might 
sing before I do a poem,” said Oyewole. 
“Singing is something I have always 
done, and our conga drummer is a 
master drummer and he knows how to 
complement voices.”

The ninth annual festival is stacked 
with an international array of per-
formers, including artists from India, 
Ireland, and Puerto Rico, along with 
performances from the Thunderbird 
Native American Dancers and a broad 
selection of bands from the Brooklyn 
area. The diverse line-up is an attempt 
to counter the anti-immigration rheto-
ric coming from the Trump adminis-
tration, said Smith.

“Since the election, which exem-
plified intolerance, hate, and fear, we 
want to make sure that the Brooklyn 
Folk Fest offers a very clear vision of 
America — and a fest where people 
can come where it’s open and welcom-
ing to everyone,” he said.

The three day festival will feature 
more than 30 musical acts, as well as 
sing-alongs, discussions, music work-
shops, and the popular annual banjo-
tossing competition at the Gowanus 
Canal, on April 30 at 1 pm.

The Last Poets at the Brooklyn 
Folk Festival at St. Ann’s Church [157 
Montague St. between Clinton and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 875-6960, www.brooklynfolkfest.
com]. April 30 at 8 pm. $20. Festival 
runs April 28–30 at various times. $20–
$35 (three-day pass $85).

By Caroline Spivack

Break out your ear plugs — it’s 
gonna get loud!

Bay Ridge watering holes 
will be flooded with local talent this 
weekend, but we waded through the 
torrent to bring you the best:

On Friday, ease into your weekend 
shenanigans with Full Disclosure at 
the Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets) for a 
wild night of debauchery that pairs as 
a birthday bash. In honor of songstress 
Catherine Lau Hunt’s name day, the 
band will play some of her favorites 
including covers of AC/DC, Queen, 
and Led Zeppelin. This shindig is sure 
to bring the house down — the green-
house that is — so don’t miss a beat 
starting at 10 pm.

Come Saturday, start your night early 
at 4:30 with classic rockers The Groove 
at Red, White, and Brew (8910 Fifth 

Ave. between 89th and 90th streets). Go 
all the way with $40 all-you-can-drink 
beer, wine, and well drinks or in honor 
of the good ol’ American rock ’n’ roll 

you’ll be enjoying go for the $20 bucket 
of domestic brews. 

Then fly over to the Three Jolly 
Pigeons (6802 Third Ave. between 68th 
Street and Bay Ridge Avenue) for a 
rollicking — or should we say rock-
ing — good time Saturday night. Enjoy 
a dynamic line up of eclectic groups 
including the self-described surf-punk 
cover band Band of Others, acoustic 
folk guitarist James Parenti, and the 
original rock riffs of Jared Mancuso 
and the Very Pleasant People. The amps 
turn up at 9 pm. 

Cap the night off with a pilgrimage 
over to the Wicked Monk (9510 Third 
Ave. between 95th and 96th streets) 
for some late-night hip-hop jams by 3 
am Tokyo. The set starts at a contrary 
11 pm, but once you make head way 
on the gastropub’s impressive beer list, 
you’ll be lucky if you’re still standing 
by 3 am.

By Adam Ullian

These comedians are fed up!
A new Thursday night comedy show is bringing 

a taste of a bygone era to Bushwick. Comedy Under 
Artichoke takes place in the basement of Artichoke Basille’s 
Pizza at the corner of Wyckoff Avenue and Troutman Street 
in Bushwick, and co-hosts Auggie Lutz and Bob Palos are 
bringing a retro, classic spin on the underground comedy 
scene. The lounge space beneath the pizza joint and bar is 
the perfect venue for a night of libations and laughter, and 
the location keeps the comedians full of jokes and of pizza.

We chatted with Lutz about his new comedy venture, 
which started in March.

Why did you choose Artichoke 
Pizza as a venue?
My co-host Bob Palos and I wanted to start a show in a 
small, intimate room, and the lounge under Artichoke is 
perfect. It has low ceilings and a few candle-lit tables, and 
it packs out pretty quickly. That and everyone at Artichoke 
has been great to us. They make sure all the comics are full 
of pizza before they leave. 

There are many comedy shows that 
pop up in Bushwick. How do you 
make this one unique?
We wear suits. We were tired of seeing shows hosted by hip-
sters in hoodies, who didn’t really put any effort into it. So 
we decided we would at least look good for each show.

Is there a certain vibe that you’d 
like to create that isn’t necessarily 
happening at other shows?
The show has a speakeasy type of vibe. It’s in a dark little 
basement, hosted by two guys in nice suits, and our micro-
phone is one of those old-timey jazz microphones. 

It’s early on, but have there been 
any memorable moments at the 
show so far?
The superintendent of the building, “Rocko,” has been stop-
ping by to watch the shows. He’s great. He sits on the back 
and loves it all — although he does get a little vocal at times 
and needs to be reminded he’s not a comedian.

“Comedy Under Artichoke” at Artichoke Basille’s Pizza 
[18 Wyckoff Ave. at Troutman Street in Bushwick, (718) 
386–0333, www.artichokepizza.com]. Thursdays at 10 pm. 
Free.

Bay Ridge cranks it up to 11 

HIP AS FOLK

Folk-fest newbies: Pioneering rap group the Last Poets, featuring Abiodun Oyewole and Umar 
Bin Hassan, will make its Brooklyn Folk Festival debut on April 30. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Biting humor: Auggie Lutz and Bob Palos host the Comedy Under 
Artichoke show every Thursday night in Bushwick. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Well-suited
Comics bring slice of 

the past to eatery

Rap founders Last Poets play Folk Fest
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ErnestShackletonLovesMe.com or (866) 811-4111   Tony Kiser Theatre 305 W. 43rd St. 

Book By 
Joe DiPietro

Music by 
Brendan Milburn

Lyrics by 
Valerie Vigoda 

Directed by 
Lisa Peterson

����� “A MUST SEE MULTI-MEDIA EXTRAVAGANZA!” – Examiner

Strictly Limited Engagement | April 14 thru June 11

MARTIN McQUADE
with Pete Sokolow on Piano

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 
Ella

Fitzgerald
Sunday, April 30

3 – 6 pm
6901-3rd 347-662-6644

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCES HOME

(718) 368-5596  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org  Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

“Suspenseful, thrilling, and stunningly theatrical....”  
– NYTheatre.com

“A true force of nature!”  
– The Times (UK), 5 Star Review 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32 SATURDAY, MAY 6 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, APRIL 14
SPORTS, JORDAN 

BRAND CLASSIC: $15–
$75. 1 pm.

SAT, APRIL 15
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS GREAT AMER-
ICA TOUR: $57–$181. 
8 pm.

FRI, APRIL 21
MUSIC, RUFF RYDERS 

AND FRIENDS: With 
Eve, DMX, Swizz Beatz, 
The Lox, and Drag-On. 
$40–$260. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 22
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
Andre Berto vs Shawn 
Porter. $107–$299. Time 
tba.

MON, APRIL 24
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: 

With 50 Cent, Fabolous, 
O.T. Genasis, and Kap 
G. $20–$475. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 6
MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-

ISAND: $126–$1,200. 
8 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY 

GOOD MUSIC FEST: 
With Tyrese, Anthony 
Hamilton, KEM and 
Brandy. $65–$355. 8 
pm.

SAT, MAY 19
MUSIC, FUTURE: With 

Migos, Tory Lanez, 
Kodak Black and Zoey 
Dollaz. $49–$625. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVE-

NING WITH VIC-
TOR DROBYSH AND 
FRIENDS: $55–$395. 
7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN MUSIC 
FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, 
Uncle Murda, and more. 
$65–$166. 8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Eddie 
Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and 
more. $70–$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-

three basketball games 
with professional play-
ers. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL 

PACKAGE TOUR: With 
New Kids on the Block, 
Paula Abdul, and Boyz 
II Men. $25–$995. 7:30 
pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

ists perform a politically 
charged setlist of pop, rap, 
motown, anything-goes 
songs. Proceeds to benefi t 
environmentalist group 
350.org. $12 ($10 in ad-
vance). 7:30 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 
This new play by Carl 
Holder showcases three 
generations of fathers and 
sons struggling to com-
municate as their family 
line grows and ages across 
a vast ocean of time. How 
do individuals continue 
to exist through the pass-
ing of the years? Directed 
by the up-and-coming 
Meghan Finn. $25, $15 for 
students. 8 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907–6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

MUSIC, SQUIRREL NUT ZIP-
PERS & OZOMATLI: $40 
($35 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brook-
lyn-steel. 

COMEDY, WELLRED COM-
EDY TOUR: Stand-up 
comedy and writing part-
ners, Trae Crowder, Drew 
Morgan and Corey Ryan 
Forrester celebrate their 
best-selling book, “Liberal 
Redneck Manifesto: Drag-
gin Dixie Outta the Dark.” 
$25. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, TONGUES IN 
TREES: The Brooklyn-
based experimental art 
rock Indian-folk group 
performs as part of the 
free performance series 
featuring rock, jazz, R&B, 
world, pop, and more. 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe 
(30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, RELEVANT TONES 
PODCAST RECORDING: 
Podcast and live radio col-
lide in an evening of music 
inspired by fractals, dy-
namic systems, feedback 
loops and nature. $29. 9:30 
pm. National Sawdust [80 
N. Sixth St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

SAT, APRIL 22
OUTDOORS AND TOURS
IT’S MY PARK DAY AT OWL’S 

HEAD PARK: Join the 
Owl’s Head Park Horticul-
ture Group for its fi rst vol-
unteer day of the season. 
Free. 10 am. Owl’s Head 
Park (67th Street and Co-
lonial Road in Bay Ridge), 
facebook.com/owlshead-
volunteers. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, MEMORIAL CON-

CERT: Tribute concerts 
honoring Roman Borgman. 
Seating is limited. Free. 
7 pm. Trinity Lutheran 
Church (9020 Third Ave at 
91st Street in Bay Ridge), 
www.rbopera.com. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 21. 

FRI, APRIL 21
FILM, “TO HAVE AND HAVE 

NOT”: Part of the BAM 
Senior Cinema lineup. Dur-
ing World War II, American 
expatriate Harry Morgan 
(Humphrey Bogart) helps 
transport a French Re-
sistance leader and his 
beautiful wife to Martin-
ique while romancing a 
sensuous lounge singer 
(Lauren Bacall). Free for 
those 65 and older. 10 am. 
BAM Rose Cinemas [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Lafayatte Avenue and Han-
son Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.
bam.org. 

KIDS DISCOVERY STA-
TIONS: Get your hands 
dirty at kids’ discovery 
stations throughout the 
Garden. Investigate and 
classify plants, touch a 
carnivorous plant and 
learn how it eats, or go 
on a monarch and milk-
weed exploration in the 
meadow! This is a drop-in 
program for schools and 
families with children of 
all ages. All programs are 
outdoors and canceled 
in inclement weather; 
for cancellation updates, 
visit this page. Free with 
admission to the gardens. 
10:15 am to 12:15 am. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

“THE PRINCESS, THE EM-
PEROR, AND THE DUCK”: 
The Swedish Cottage Mari-
onette Theatre presents 
three classic tales from 
Hans Christian Andersen 
“The Princess and the 
Pea,” “The Emperor’s New 
Clothes” and “The Ugly 
Duckling.” For children 
ages 3 to 9. $12 ($8 for chil-
dren under 12). 10:30 am 
and 2 pm. Swedish Cot-
tage Marionette Theater 
[West 79th and West Dr in 
Central Park West, (212) 
988–9093]. 

ART, “GEORGIA O’KEEFFE 
— LIVING MODERN”: A 
new look at the renowned 
modernist artist and her 
self-crafted public per-
sona. $16 suggested dona-
tion. 11 am–6 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “IGGY POP LIFE 
CLASS”: Artist Jeremy 
Deller used the traditional 
life-model drawing class 
to stage a performative 
event with musician and 
personality Iggy Pop as 
model and subject. Come 
see the results! $16 sug-
gested donation. 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

CRAFTS AND GAMES: Drop 
in and make a 19th- cen-
tury craft and play historic 
games. If the weather is 
nice, enjoy the collection 
of wooden toys outside 
in the garden. Museum 
tour and children’s corner 
included. Reservations 
required. $8 adults ($7 
seniors & students; Free 
for children under 12). 11 
am to 4 pm. Mount Vernon 

Hotel Museum & Garden 
[421 East 61st St. between 
First and York avenues 
in Upper East Side, (212) 
838–6878], www.mvhm.
org. 

TALK, WE WANTED A 
REVOLUTION: A daylong 
symposium featuring four 
panels on black revolution-
ary art practices. Free with 
$16 suggested admission. 
11:30 am–6 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

TRAIN OPERATOR WORK-
SHOP: Drop by our Com-
puter Lab to take control 
of a NYC Subway car and 
operate it over virtual 
miles of track, using some 
incredibly realistic soft-
ware! Space is limited, 
recommended for children 
10 years and older. Free 
with museum admission. 
1:30 pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], www.nytransitmu-
seum.org. 

BROOKLYN BLOCK LAB: 
visitors of all ages are in-
vited to design and build 
with an array of blocks 
including Magna-Tiles, 
Imagination Playground, 
Kapla Planks, and more. 
Block play supports critical 
social and cognitive skills 
in early childhood- every-
thing from team build-
ing, creative thinking and 
problem solving to spatial 
reasoning and pre-engi-
neering concepts. Differ-
ent scales of blocks enable 
hands of all sizes to build 
and be challenged. Free 
with museum admission. 2 
pm to 5:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

ART, “SPRING OPEN STU-
DIOS” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: The Interna-
tional Studio & Curatorial 
Program hosts an “open 
studio” for the public to 
view artwork and engage 

in conversations with 38 
artists and curators from 
22 countries around the 
world. Free. 6–9 pm. The 
International Studio & 
Curatorial Program (1040 
Metropolitan Ave between 
Morgan and Vandervoort 
avenues in Williamsburg), 
www.iscp-nyc.org. 

ART, A.I.R. GALLERY OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: The gal-
lery opens three new solo 
exhibits. Free. 6–8 pm. 
A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plym-
outh St. between Pearl and 
Jay streets in Dumbo, (212) 
255–6651], www.airgal-
lery.org. 

FILM, “YARN”: This 2016 
fi lm highlights women 
who are making a creative 
effort to redefi ne the 
tradition of knitting and 
crocheting. Dr. Jennifer 
Wingate will introduce 
and lead a discussion 
afterward. Free. 6:30–9 
pm. First Unitarian Chapel 
[116 Pierrepont St. be-
tween Clinton Street and 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624–5466], 
www.fuub.org. 

MUSIC, “NEW WORKS, OLD 
QUESTIONS”: New work 
created for piano, voice, 
fl ute, and horn, followed 
by a reception and discus-
sion with the composers. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music [58 
Seventh Ave. between Lin-
coln and Saint Johns plaes 
in Park Slope, (718) 622–
3300], www.bqcm.org. 

READING, POETRY READ-
ING WITH KOKUMO: Join 
Spoonbill and Topside 
press for the release of 
“Reacquainted With Life” 
by Kokumo, with readings 
by co-poets Camoghne 
Felix, Janea Kelly, and 
Olympia Perez. Free. 7 pm. 
Spoonbill & Sugartown [99 
Montrose Ave between 
Manhattan Avenue and 
Leonard Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–7322], 
www.spoonbillbooks.com. 

MUSIC, BACK IN THE USSR 
- LIVE KARAOKE FOR 
THE RESISTANCE: Multi-
instrumentalist karaoke 
band The Occasional-

Babs is back!: Brooklyn native Barbra Streisand will return to 
her home town to play Barclays Center on May 4. 
 Associated Press / Evan Agostini

Bounce & brass: The high-energy three-piece brass act Too 
Many Zooz, which played on the Beyonce track “Formation,” 
will rock Brooklyn Bowl on April 28 and 29. Frank Cohen
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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718.865.8448
kristalautomall.com

Kristal Auto Mall is an authorized
Chevy, Buick, GMC and Cadillac dealer. 
Come see our dealer-wide selection of 

pre-owned vehicles, available now!Chevrolet-Cadillac Showroom
5200 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Buick-GMC Showroom
5226 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Consumer Affairs # Chevy/Cadillac: 1015293, Buick/GMC: 1189038. Financing thru GM Financial. To well qual buyers w/approved Tier 1 Credit (750+ FICO). Not all buyers will qual. See dlr for details. *Based on 24 Mo Closed End Lease w/ 10,000 mi/yr excess mi@ $.25 thereafter. Actual mileage will vary. Lessee
resp for excess wear, tear, & mileage charges as stated. Price(s) incl(s) all costs to be paid by consumer, except for tax, title, lic costs, reg fees, dlr fees & optional equip extra. Pics are illustrative only. All manufacturer incentives applied. Must Take Same Day Delivery. Due to demand & availability, not all vehicles may be
available at arrival, other similar like vehicles maybe available. Must present ad at signing. Malibu: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Conv Pkg. Stk#A7311, MSRP: $26,895. $654 due at delivery incl(s). $995 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $3,096. Resid
Value: $17,481.75. Incl(s) $4,950 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. To qual for Conquest Lease Rebate, must have current lease in household: Kia, Honda, Toyota, Mazda, Nissan, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, or Subaru and $1,000 Bonus Tag. Traverse: 6-Cyl, AWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side
Curtain Impact Air Bags, Tech Pkg, Stk#A7506, MSRP: $39,645. $1,840 due at delivery incl(s). $1,035 down pymt, 1 Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $5,016. Resid Value: $26,562.15. Incl(s) $6750 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. To qual for Conquest Lease Rebate,
must have current lease in household: Kia, Honda, Toyota, Mazda, Nissan, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, or Subaru and $1,500 Bonus Tag. Encore: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8614, MSRP: $25,685. $1,744 due at delivery incl(s). $1,000 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee.
Ttl pymt(s): $3,576. Resid Value: $16,952.10. Incl(s) $4,075 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. Envision: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8376, MSRP: $38,830. $2,460 due at delivery incl(s). $1,600 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank
Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $6,360. Resid Value: $26,016.10. Incl(s) $4,450 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. Terrain: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8522, MSRP: $29,975. $1,855 due at delivery incl(s). $1,115 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595
Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $3,480. Resid Value: $19,783.50. Incl(s) $5,200 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. Acadia: 4-Cyl, AWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8653, MSRP: $33,770. $1,825 due at delivery incl(s). $995 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, &
$595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $5,640. Resid Value: $24,652.10. Incl(s) $2,400 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. This ad supersedes all other ads. Offers end 4/30/17. DMV# Chevy/Cadillac: 7059799, Buick/GMC: 7098819.

YOUR ONLY GM DEALER
IN BROOKLYN!

BRAND NEW
STATE-OF-THE-ART

FACILITY!
TO SERVE YOU BETTER

COMING SOON!

$I29
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 CHEVYMALIBU LT

$I49
Lease Per XX* Mos

NEW 2017 BUICKENCORE PREFERREDNEW 2017 BUICK

$209
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 CHEVYTRAVERSE LT AWDNEW 2017 CHEVY

$265
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 BUICKENVISION PREFERRED AWD

$I45
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 GMCTERRAIN SLE AWDNEW 2017 GMC

$235
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 GMCACADIA SLE

CONSTRUCTION SALE SPECIALS!
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• ‘Coach had high hopes for 
me … I just had to 
embrace that.’

• ‘You start looking 
back at the games 
you should have won.’

Hornets hindered by 
emotion-fi lled week 

BY LAURA AMATO
They just ran out of gas. 

A whirlwind week ended 
in disappointment for the Mid-
wood baseball players, fall-
ing 4–1 to New Dorp in a Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League 
matchup on April 17. 

“We didn’t battle like we 
should today,” Hornets coach 
Saverio Nardone said. “You 
can’t take anybody lightly and 
I tell these guys and that’s ex-
actly what they did. They took 
the opponent lightly and they 
got the best of us today.”

Midwood clinched the Mon-
roe Tournament title on April 
15, defeating the host team in 
extra innings, but it wasn’t an 
easy road to the championship. 
The Hornets lost to Bronx Sci-
ence on April 11, but an ineligi-
ble player put Midwood back in 
contention and the squad felt 
the after-effects of the up-and-
down week when it returned to 
league play. 

The Hornets struggled 
at the plate, unable to fi nd a 
rhythm against New Dorp 
starter Kevin Ryan. The junior 
racked up 10 strikeouts in fi ve 
and a third innings. 

“We just weren’t swinging 
at strikes,” senior second base-
man Matthew Eng said. “We 
were looking at pitches right 
down the middle. Strikeouts 
don’t lead to wins. We were just 
not into the game, we weren’t 
really looking at them right.”

The Hornets’ struggles 
weren’t limited to the batters 
box — the squad also racked 
up a handful of miscues in the 
fi eld and New Dorp made sure 
to take advantage. 

The Centrals got on the 
board quickly, notching a fi rst-
inning run, and padded the 
lead with Michael Pennachio’s 
two-run double in the second. 

Midwood starter Nicho-
las Lopez never hit his stride, 
forced off the mound after just 
an inning and a third, and 
while Daniel Lentini did his 
best in relief, the junior gave 

up four walks. 
“We didn’t execute. We had 

a couple of miscues and that’s 
not our game,” Nardone said. 
“We’ve got to play the game the 
right way.”

Eng fi nally broke the hit-
less streak in the bottom of the 
fi fth inning, blasting a two-
run double to deep left fi eld to 
give the Hornets its only run of 
the game. 

It wasn’t enough, however, 
and New Dorp snuffed out 
any possible Midwood rally 
quickly, adding another run in 
its next at bat. 

The Hornets tallied just two 
hits — both from Eng — and re-
corded three errors in addition 
to giving up fi ve hits.  

“We need to execute a lot 
better on the offensive end, just 
one run,” Nardone said. “You 
can’t expect to win with one 
run. We’ve got to score a couple 
and that’s what we’ve been do-
ing.”

It was a frustrating game 
for the Hornets, but Midwood 
is anxious to get back on track. 
After all, the loss was just the 
squad’s third league game of 
the season and, as far as the 
reigning city champs are con-
cerned, there’s still plenty of 
baseball left to play. 

“It’s not the end all, be all 
here,” Nardone said. “There’s 
a lot of games left to play and 
we’ve got to take it one game at 
a time.”

All-Brooklyn boys’ 
basketball honors

BY LAURA AMATO
Brooklyn boasted some of the 
best boys hoops in the city 
this season. 

Lincoln returned to the 
top of the basketball moun-
tain, taking down Thomas 
Jefferson in the Public 
Schools city fi nal and cruis-
ing to a pair of lopsided vic-
tories in the New York State 
Federation Tournament. 

Brooklyn Law and Tech 
posted one of the most domi-
nant regular seasons in the 
city and notched a city cham-
pionship appearance as well. 

Bishop Loughlin led the 
way in the Catholic High 
School Athletic Association, 
appearing in the Brooklyn-
Queens championship game 
and advancing to the inter-
sectional semifi nals. 

Of course, none of that 
success would have been 
possible without the players. 
Read on to see which athletes 
packed their stat sheets and 
dominated on the court this 
winter: 

 
Player of the Year
Keith Williams, senior, 

Bishop Loughlin

Coach of the Year
Dwayne “Tiny” Morton, 

Lincoln

The Railsplitters were 
coming for a title this season 

and Morton made sure the 
squad got it. Lincoln avenged 
its disappointing showing 
in last year’s city fi nal with 
a lopsided win over Thomas 
Jefferson and then cruised 
to victories over Cardinal 
Hayes and Albany Academy 
in the Federation Tourna-
ment. The squad wrapped up 
the year perfect in New York 
State and silenced any doubt-
ers, led by Morton’s fi erce 
leadership on the sidelines 
and a lock-down defense that 
was among the best at any 
level. 

First team
Markquis Nowell, junior, 

Bishop Loughlin

Nowell was a passion-
ate player on both sides of 
the ball and his determina-
tion often sparked the Lions 
against a tough league sched-
ule. The high-scoring guard, 
who was potent from just 
about anywhere on the court, 
averaged 20 points per game 
this season.
Donald Cannon-Flores, se-

nior, Lincoln

The Railsplitters’ point 
guard was tasked with lead-
ing his squad on both sides 
of the ball this year and 
Cannon-Flores didn’t just 
answer, he dominated. The 
senior averaged 15.2 points, 

— Bishop Loughlin standout Keith Williams on his 
ascension to team leader. 

— Xaverian coach Frank Del George 
on the team’s early season loss. 

Continued on page 37

DOWN ON THE MOUND: Midwood relief pitcher Daniel Lentini did his 
best, but the junior gave up four walks to New Dorp, and the Hornets fell 
4–1. Photo by Sean Murphy

MAKING A POINT: Bishop Loughlin guard Markquis Nowell directed 
the Lions’ high-powered offense all season, packing his stat line with 
points and assists.  File photo by Robert Cole
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BY LAURA AMATO
It wasn’t just about packing 
his stat line anymore. 

Bishop Loughlin senior 
standout Keith Williams 
came into his fi nal season 
on the hardwood with a 
brand-new challenge ahead 
of him — to lead his team. 

Williams is the fi rst to 
admit that job wasn’t al-
ways easy and, at times, 
wasn’t one he was particu-
larly interested in, but the 
Cincinnati-bound forward 
found a way to make it 
work. He didn’t just lead his 
team on the court, he set the 
tone for the entire season. 
It’s because of that leader-
ship, as well as some pretty 
impressive stats, that Wil-
liams is this year’s Courier 
Life All-Brooklyn Player of 
the Year. 

“My responsibility 
grew,” Williams said of his 
on-court role this season. 
“From my junior year to 
this, I needed to embrace 
the leadership role. Coach 
had high hopes for me and 
I just had to embrace that 
role this year and try to 
lead our guys to wins.”

Of course, being thrust 
into the leadership spot-
light wasn’t a perfect tran-
sition for Williams. He was 
used to taking up residence 
on the block every night, 
more interested in knock-
ing down bankshots and 
grabbing rebounds than 
serving as emotional sup-
port for his teammates. 

“It was a challenge for 
me,” Williams said. “Com-

ing into this year some of 
our big guys had left and 
now the spotlight was on 
me. I was like, ‘Dang, that’s 
a tough way to play,’ but 
speaking to coach helped 
and my teammates were al-
ways there for me.”

Loughlin’s season wasn’t 
always easy, but Williams’s 
play was nothing short of 
dominant throughout the 
year. He added a new dy-
namic to his game, push-
ing off the block and out of 
the post to become a serious 
outside shooting threat. 

Williams fi nished third 
in the league in scoring, 
averaging 22.4 points per 
game, and was named the 
Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association “AA” 
Player of the Year. 

“You know other teams 
and other guys out there 
know that I’m strong. I can 
drive the hoop,” said Wil-
liams, who notched 14 differ-
ent 20-point performances. 
“But guys were starting 
to play zone against us be-
cause of that. So I had to ex-
pand my game.”

His stats were impres-
sive and his leadership was 
obvious, but Williams’s 
most important moment 
this season came without 
any time left on the clock in 
the Brooklyn-Queens semi-
fi nal. The senior drained 
three straight free throws 
to force overtime, a moment 
he’d hoped for his entire ca-
reer and one that defi ned 
his senior year. 

Player of Year 
honors earned 

by Loughlin star

BY LAURA AMATO
They came up just short. 

The Xaverian baseball 
team couldn’t get that one big 
moment, struggling to fi nd 
consistency at the plate as 
the Clippers fell 2–1 to Arch-
bishop Molloy in a Catholic 
League battle on Tuesday af-
ternoon. 

“We have six, seven hits 
in the game and they get just 
two or three and win,” Xaver-
ian coach Frank Del George 
said. “That’s baseball. What 
are you going to do? It’s a tim-
ing thing.”

The Clippers got on the 
board fi rst, notching a run in 
the third inning as the top of 
the order managed to make 
contact. Leadoff hitter Jared 
Lerner connected on a fi rst-
pitch single and crossed home 
on a Luke McDonald sac fl y. 

But it wasn’t enough and 
Xaverian knew it left runs on 
the fi eld. 

The Clippers stranded a 
handful of runners through-
out the league matchup, in-
cluding a pair in the fi rst in-
ning that Del George said he 
thought could have turned 
the tide of the game. 

“We had our chance in 
the fi rst inning. We had him 

on the ropes,” Del George 
said. “It’s [Ruben] Jimenez, 
we know he’s a pretty good 
pitcher, so if you get to him 
early, you might put a few 
numbers on the board and 
that might hold up for the rest 
of the game. But we let them 
off the hook.”

Xaverian starter Chris-

tian Allegretti did his best to 
keep his squad in the game, 
turning in a solid fi ve-inning 
performance. He worked his 
way out of a handful of jams – 
including  bases loaded pickle 
in the bottom of the third – 
but a miscue in the fi fth in-
ning cost him. 

BY LAURA AMATO
It felt good to be home. 

Williamsburg native Jose 
Alvarado wrapped up his 
high-school hoops career on 
April 14, competing in the 
Jordan Brand Regional Clas-
sic at Barclays Center and for 
the Christ the King star, the 
chance to play one last time in 
Brooklyn was something he’ll 
always cherish. 

“It was a great opportu-
nity just to be in this game 
and play in a game like this,” 
Alvarado said. “It was fun. 
I can’t believe high school is 
over now, but it was a great 
event. If I could do it all over 
again, I’d defi nitely do it.”

Alvarado — who will head 
to Georgia Tech next season — 
notched one of the most domi-
nant on-court performances 
in the city this winter, but 
the chance to play with some 

of his friends was one of the 
highlights. He’s close to St. 
Raymond’s star Isaiah Wash-
ington and Bishop Loughlin 
standout Keith Williams and 
all three competed on the 
same team at Barclays. 

“That’s the thing about 
basketball, you get great 
friendships on and off the 
court,” Alvarado said. “So we 
play each other a lot and we 
talk to each other all the time 
off the court. This was just a 
great opportunity to play with 
those guys as teammates.”

It was an All-Star game 
and Alvarado was happy to be 
on the court, but that didn’t 
mean he gave up his compet-
itive tendencies. In fact, as 
soon as he got off the court, 
Alvarado grabbed the stat 
sheet and couldn’t stop him-
self from being just a bit dis-
appointed in the numbers he 
put up. 

Alvarado racked up eight 
points, nine assists, three re-
bounds and two steals — but 
he couldn’t quite top Wash-
ington. 

Williamsburg native returns to Barclays 

Close calls cost 
Clippers in loss 

DRIVING THE LANE: Loughlin senior Keith Williams didn’t shy away 
from playing physical, pushing into the paint and sinking the shot. 
 File photo by William Thomas

Continued on page 37
Continued on page 37

LAST SHOT: Williamsburg native 
Jose Alvarado wrapped up his high 
school hoops career on April 14. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

HARD HITTING: Xaverian fi rst baseman Xavier Vargas was strong at the 
plate on April 18, but the Clippers couldn’t turn it into runs, falling 2–1 to 
Archbishop Molloy. Photo by William Thomas

Continued on page 37
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4.8 rebounds, and four assists 
during the regular season and 
racked up 21 points in the Fed-
eration championship game.
Larry Moreno, junior, 

Brooklyn Law & Tech

The guard was the only 
20-point scorer in Brook-
lyn this season and More-
no’s shooting touch was the 
spark that made the Jets go. 
He packed his stat line as the 
squad notched a perfect regu-
lar-season record against city 
competition, averaging 20.4 
points, 6.4 rebounds and 4.6 
assists.  
Klay Brown, senior, 

Lincoln

The senior — who trans-
ferred to Lincoln two seasons 
before — didn’t always pack 
his stat line, averaging 11.7 
points per game, but Brown 
was the unquestioned emo-
tional spark for his team. The 
senior guard pushed tempo on 
both sides of the ball and re-
fused to let the Railsplitters 
waver from the goal, wrap-
ping up the season undefeated 
in New York state. 
Malachi Faison, senior, 

Jefferson

A physical presence on the 
block, Faison was a major part 
of the Orange Wave’s late-sea-
son turnaround. The senior 
forward averaged 17.2 points 
and a whopping 16.8 rebounds 
during the regular season and 
chipped in 15.8 points during 

the playoffs, leading Jeffer-
son back to the city champion-
ship. 

Second team
Zach Bruno, senior, 

Xaverian

Bruno never considered 
taking his talents elsewhere 
this season despite a young 
Clippers roster. Instead, he 
settled into a leadership role 
with the team and put the ball 
in the hoop. The senior combo 
guard averaged 21 points per 
game, including a 32-point 
performance. 
Mikko Johnson, senior, 

Brooklyn Law & Tech

The St. Peter’s-bound guard 
was the other half of the Jets 
one-two backcourt punch this 
winter. Johnson averaged 14.9 
points and 8.1 rebounds dur-
ing the regular season, but 
it was his set-up ability that 
helped separate his game. 
Johnson averaged 11 assists 
in 16 games and added seven 
more assists per game during 
the playoffs. 
Jordan Armstrong, senior, 

Thomas Jefferson

The senior guard actu-
ally got better as the year 
went on. Armstrong averaged 
16.5 points in six postseason 
games — up from 15.9 during 
the regular season — and shot 
just over 80 percent from the 
line during the playoffs. 
Mike Reid, senior, Lincoln

The Railsplitters’ shooting 
guard lived up to his position 
throughout the season, aver-
aging double-digits and prov-

ing to be a scoring threat from 
nearly anywhere on the court. 
Reid, who also played in the 
Mayor’s Cup, notched 14.4 
points during 13 regular-sea-
son games and 13.6 points in 
the playoffs, helping Lincoln 
return to the top of the city. 
Michael Richards, senior, 

Midwood

The senior did his best 
to jumpstart the Hornets 
throughout the season and 
his ability to put the ball in 
the hoop was impressive. 
Richards averaged 29.1 points 
in 16 regular-season games — 
nearly doubling his total from 
last year — and also chipped 
in 5.9 rebounds and 5.1 as-
sists. 

Third team
Victor Ogbo, junior, 

Brooklyn Law & Tech

The Jets’ physical force 
down low, Ogbo often took on 
several opposing players to 
pick up points and rebounds 
in the paint. It didn’t often 
slow him down. Ogbo aver-
aged a double-double during 
the regular season, posting 
14.2 points and 14.4 rebounds 
per game. His scoring took a 
hit during the playoffs, but he 
still crashed the boards, av-
eraging 12.3 rebounds in the 
postseason. 
Aquarn Butler, junior, 

Paul Robeson

The multi-year standout 
led Robeson this year with a 
team-high 15 points, four re-
bounds and six assists dur-
ing the regular season. The 

team’s playoff hopes came up 
a bit short, but Butler didn’t 
slow down. He chipped in 18 
points, 5.5 rebounds, and nine 
assists in a pair of postseason 
matchups. 
Abdullah Yusuf, senior, 

Bedford Academy

Although his team didn’t 
notch the most dominant sea-
son, Yusuf was a scoring ma-
chine this winter. The senior 
packed his stat sheet, aver-
aging 21.7 points and 9.5 re-
bounds per game, wrapping 
up the regular season as the 
leading scorer in the divi-
sion. 

Tyrese Gaffney, senior, 

Bishop Loughlin

Gaffney didn’t always get 
the spotlight he deserved, but 
the guard still managed to rack 
up the numbers for the Lions. 
He averaged 14.3 points and 
notched fi ve 20-point perfor-
mances, including a 28-point 
game during his fi nal season.
Musa Pough, senior, 

Banneker

The two-year varsity stand-
out was dominant on the hard-
wood this year. He led the di-
vision with 19.39 points per 
game and padded his stat line 
with 15.22 rebounds as well. 

TAKING FLIGHT: Brooklyn Law and Tech guard Larry Moreno was a major 
part of the Jets’ dominant season, leading the squad to a city title ap-
pearance.  File photo by Robert Cole

“Me and Isaiah, we said we 
wanted to get a double-double 
with the assists. He got it and 
I didn’t, but that’s what we 
were really trying to focus 
on,” Alvarado said. “We knew 
we had great scorers on our 
team, so we wanted to kind 
of dish it out. I wanted to get 
more than 10, but it still went 
well.”

Alvarado made a name for 
himself in Queens, but he’s 
always considered Brooklyn 

home and it only made sense 
that his high school career 
wrapped up at Barclays in 
front of his friends and fam-
ily. 

It’s a theme that he fo-
cused on all season long, de-
termined to make his entire 
family proud every time he 
stepped onto the court. 

“I started the season off 
losing my grandmother and 
she was my everything,” Al-
varado said. “I know she was 
here with me today. Right now 
it’s all about family with me.”

Alvarado will leave Brook-
lyn once again this summer 

— ready to take his talents to 
Atlanta — but he knows this 
one afternoon spent at Bar-
clays will be enough to help 
spark his determination mov-
ing forward. After all, he’s a 
Brooklyn kid at heart. 

“I had my little brother 
here, my mom and dad, today, 
I’m hoping my grandmother 
was watching down on me,” 
Alvarado said. “I’m going to 
be in Atlanta a lot soon, try-
ing to focus on my goal and 
they understand that. But ev-
erybody was here and cheer-
ing and I really appreciated 
that.”

“I’m not going to lie, I’ve 
always had dreams like that, 
but to have it come true was 
crazy,” Williams said. “It was 
kind of just a stunning mo-
ment and it was defi nitely the 
coolest part of my year.”

Loughlin came up short of 
its city title hopes — falling 
to eventual champion Cardi-
nal Hayes in the semifi nals — 
but Williams can’t bring him-
self to be too disappointed in 
how the year played out. He 
stepped up as a leader, proved 
he’s a scoring threat from just 
about anywhere on the court 
and, now, he’s ready for the 

next step. Williams is anxious 
to turn in his Lions jersey for 
the Bearcats, and while his 
high school career might be 
over, he knows the challenges 
aren’t. 

“I can’t wait,” Williams 
said. “I’m staying in the gym, 
trying to stay sharp. I’m just 
looking to get ready for next 
year.”

Continued from page 35 

HOOPS

Continued from page 36 

ALVARADO

Continued from page 36 

WILLIAMS

Allegretti gave up the 
game-winning hit off Mol-
loy’s Jack Turner with two 
outs in the bottom of the 
frame, unable to fi eld the 
ball after it bounced off his 
glove. The hit pushed across 
two runs for the Stanners 
and effectively took the wind 
out of the Clippers’ sails. 

“I just feel bad for the 
pitcher because he threw a 
very good game, he got out of 
some clutch situations,” Del 
George said. “Unfortunately 
it went off his glove and the 
second baseman can’t knock 
it down, make a play. Next 
thing you know, two runs 
score. It’s just frustrating.”

Xaverian still had a 
chance to make a comeback, 
but Tom Papadopoulos was 
left stranded on third base 
in the bottom of the sixth, 
unable to cross home after 
connecting on a single and 
stealing a pair. 

It was a common theme 
for the Clippers all afternoon 
— missed opportunities and 
almost-there moments. 

“The offense is really not 
helping [the pitchers] out at 
all,” Del George said. “You 
start second-guessing your-
self and now I’m starting to 
think about our four and fi ve 
hitters lay down bunts in-
stead of swinging the bats.”

It’s early in the season, 
but Xaverian is still frus-
trated with play across the 
board. The squad is coming 
up short in too many close 
games and Del George is cer-
tain, if something doesn’t 
change soon, these are the 
matchups they’ll regret 
down the line. 

“It’s early in the season. 
But you know what happens 
when you get later on? Re-
member that game against 
Molloy, if we only would 
have won that game,” he 
said. “You start looking back 
at the games you should have 
won. They start eating away 
at you.”

Continued from page 36 

XAVERIAN
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Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$13956, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS:

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$4,995!*

IN BROOKLYN

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,610, VIN#3FHR338342. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees 
add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 4/30/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC50261. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,340 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 4/30/17.

2015 FORD FLEX SE    
Auto, A/C, Black, 32K Mi,
Stk#2125F  ....................Buy For 

$17,995*

2014 FORD EXPLORER   
Auto, Black, 53K Mi,
Stk#2129F  .................. Buy For 

$19,999*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT
Auto, White, Only 40 Miles!
Stk#4700  .................. Buy For 

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White, 30K Mi,
Stk#2077F  ............... Buy For 

$21,995*

2016 FORD EDGE 4X4 SEL    
Auto, A/C, Black, 7K Mi,
Stk#2152F ................ Buy For 

$23,999*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black, 19K Mi,
Stk#2183F  ................Buy For

$24,995*

2007 MERCURY MILAN  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
45K Mi, Stk#2186F  ...... Buy For 

$4,995*

2014 FORD FOCUS SEL  
Auto, Lthr, M/Roof, Gray,
13K Mi, Stk#2173F  ...... Buy For 

$9,999*

2013 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA  
Auto, A/C, Silver,
49K Mi, Stk#2190F  ...... Buy For 

$9,999*

2015 FORD TAURUS SEL  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
37K Mi, Stk#2195F  ...Buy For 

$11,995*

2011 LINCOLN MKS AWD  
Auto, M/Roof, Nav, White,
81K Mi, Stk#2170F  ... Buy For 

$11,999*

2014 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
45K Mi, Stk#2061F  ....Buy For 

$12,999*

2013 CMAX SEL  
Auto, A/C, Red,
16K Mi, Stk#2199F  .... Buy For 

$14,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  ..... Buy For

$15,995*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F ...............Buy For 

$16,999*


