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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Cheer up, and come hear all 
about it. 

The front man of the 
1980s rock band Talking 
Heads, David Byrne, wants 
to put cheese on your mug. 
The musician is going to 
be laying out reasons why 
people should be jolly at his 

lecture at Bric on April 27. 
In “Reasons to be Cheer-
ful” Byrne will explain 
why the world is in the it is 
now, and how to fi nd joy in 
spite of it all, he said.

“My perspective is that 
what is happening now is 
the result of policies and 
forces that have been going 

on for decades, and to some 
extent, what is happening 
therefore shouldn’t be such 
a surprise,” said Byrne. 
“Which is different than 
saying everything is ac-
ceptable — and rather than 
pointing fi ngers and blam-
ing, which I too love to do, I 

BY LAUREN GILL
Don’t hate … negotiate!

Brooklyn Bridge Park offi cials 
and activists who are suing to 
stop the construction of two tow-
ers at Pier 6 in the park must try 
to work out a deal they both can 
live with, a judge admonished 
the two warring parties during a 
court hearing on April 12.

“What you would want to talk 
to them about is what changes 
you’d want to make to the project 
to make it more palatable for the 
community,” Judge Lucy Billings 
told lawyers for the Brooklyn 
Heights Association civic group. 
“My fi rst question when you come 
back [into court] is going to be 
how much dialogue you’ve had.”

The infl uential association 
fi led a lawsuit in July 2016 alleg-
ing the waterfront park is not liv-
ing up to its agreement to limit 
housing within the park to the 
bare minimum needed to keep it 
fi nancially solvent.

But the greensward honchos 
claim it needs cash from the pay-
ments the properties would make 
to park coffers to  bug-proof the 
East River pier’s timber pilings 
and keep them from being de-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The city must get rolling to 
reel in all of the  abandoned 
trucks  and cars that have 
been  plaguing the 63rd Pre-
cinct for years , and come up 
with a solution to solve the 
problem for good, say resi-
dents and local pols. 

“I think this is such 

a widespread problem, 
not just my district,” said 
Councilman Alan Mai-
sel (D–Marine Park), who 
 penned a letter to the mayor 
last year asking the city to 
send in more heavy-duty 
tow trucks  because the lo-
cal precinct cannot handle 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 5Continued on page 14

Art exhibit is for the ‘birds’
BY CAROLINE SPIVACK

This artist wanted to help you 
come out of your shell — and your 
clothes.

Stark naked Brooklynites 
will curl up in a massive bird’s 
nest in Boerum Hill as a rebirth 
of sorts for participants to grap-
ple with heavy experiences. The 
project, “The Nest,” running at 
Wyckoff Bond Community Gar-
den through April 28, is a way for 

locals to strip away the modern 
world and get in touch with their 
roots in a cathartic process, said 
the artist behind the experience.

“The nakedness really is about 
going to the most vulnerable 
place,” said photographer Debbie 
Baxter, who plans on document-
ing participants’ experience. “It’s 
about stripping down and letting 
yourself be vulnerable, and let-

Continued on page 6

THE NAKED TRUTH: Debbie Baxter’s “The Nest” project invites people to 
strip and embrace issues such as personal traumas and experience a sort-of 
rebirth in this exhibit in Boerum Hill from April 21 to 28.  Debbie Baxter

CHEERS: Singer David Byrne 
will speak at  Bric’s Open fes-
tival on April 27. 

NEST 
IN THE 
NUDE

Pier 6 plan 
talks move 

forward

Byrne’s toast to cheer D’OH TRUCK!
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

Our best memories begin
with a single day at the beach...

718-634-1500
nysilvergull.com

718-634-2500
nybreezypoint.com

Experience the whole summer

Summer
2017

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Talk about chutzpah!

A congregant of a Sea 
Gate synagogue heroically 
dashed into a raging fi re 
to rescue the Torah as the 
house of worship was gut-
ted by fl ames on April 13. 
The act was a clear mitz-
vah, said the brave devo-
tee. 

“The Torahs had to be 
saved. That’s the bottom 
line,” said Howie Londner, 
who has been a congregant 
at the synagogue for years. 
“All we got out were the 
scrolls, but that was the 
most important thing — 
that’s what keeps us go-
ing.”

The blaze ignited the 
Congregation Kneses Is-
rael of Sea Gate on Nauti-
lus Avenue just after mid-
night and ripped through 
the shul’s roof during the 
holy week of Passover, ac-
cording to a fi re depart-
ment spokesman. 

Rabbi Chaim Brik-
man arrived on the scene 
shortly after the fi re 
started and barreled into 
the synagogue for the Si-
frei Torah, but the last 
of the eight scrolls was 

stowed away in a safe. And 
by the time Londner made 
it over with the combina-
tion, the house of worship 
was engulfed in thick, 
black smoke, he said. But 
that didn’t stop him from 
braving the fl ames to save 
the last sacred scroll.

“It was black — I couldn’t 
see two feet in front of me 
— but I know the shul, so I 
was able to make my way 
through,” said Londner. “I 
didn’t think about it. I just 
ran in.” 

It took Londner ten tries 
to open the safe as charred 
wooden beams and hunks 
of the ceiling came crash-
ing down around him. But 
he made it out relatively 
unscathed, though he was 
treated at Coney Island 
Hospital for smoke inhala-
tion. 

But to hear Londner tell 
it, he’s not the hero of the 
story.

“Listen, God protected 
me,” he said. “When I came 
out, people were crying 
hysterically, and I said, ‘It 
wasn’t that bad.’ ” 

Londner is a devout reg-
ular at the shul now, but it 
wasn’t always that way. He 

had strayed from the fl ock 
for a time, but after an ac-
cident, Rabbi Brikman 
stopped by to check up on 
Londner in the hospital. 
It was a touching moment 
that pushed him to become 
an active congregant.

“They’re very good peo-
ple,” he said. “This is a shul 
for everybody.”

Rescuing the scrolls was 
a big win, but the real bat-
tle will be rebuilding. The 
congregation has already 
made plans to temporarily 
meet at the Rabbi’s house 
and another building near 
the charred house of wor-
ship. 

“We made it through 
Sandy — we were pray-
ing with no light and heat 
for weeks,” Londner said. 
“We’ll need help, and then 
of course we pray to god and 
hope we could rebuild.”

It was unclear what 
started the blaze. A fi re de-
partment investigation is 
ongoing, offi cials said. 

To help the shul rebuild, 
you can donate to the syna-
gogue’s Matchathon page 
at  https://matchathon.com/
matchathon?campaign_
id=351 

MITZVA MAN: Congregant Howie Londner ran into the raging inferno to help rescue the Torah. 
 Photo by Erica Price 

Congregant rescues 
sacred scrolls from 
synagogue blaze 



A
PRIL 23, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

Caroline Spivack: So what 
would a new-and-improved Amer-
ican Health Care Act need to have 
or not have to earn your vote?

Dan Donovan: There are so 
many things. What the proposed 
repeal would have done to seniors 
I thought was awful. Right now, in-
surance companies can charge se-
niors about three times as much 
as they charge a young healthy 
person. The replacement plan was 
going to allow insurance compa-
nies to charge seniors fi ve times as 
much. At a time when many are on 
limited income and probably at the 
time of their lives when they need 
health care the most … so I had a 
laundry list of things that I felt 
hurt the people I represent.

CS: What in particular is a 
must for you to vote yes?

DD: All those things I just de-
scribed I think need adjusting to 
make sure that, again, we’re help-
ing people who we promised we’d 
help without harming people we 
promised we wouldn’t harm.

CS: You recently wrote a let-
ter to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency about its notifi cation 
process for the  Gravesend Bay oil 
spill , have they responded?

DD: No, we haven’t heard any-
thing from them yet.

CS: Do you think the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and 
other agencies could have done a 
better job letting the public know 
about the spill? 

DD: Anytime you have a spill, 
I understand that their immedi-
ate response is, “We don’t have an 
obligation.” You’re talking about 
our environment, you’re talking 
about the people who live in that 
area, people who work in that 
area, contaminations that can be 
caused by such a spill. There’s 
some things government should 
do even though they’re not re-
quired, and allowing people to 
know that this happened is — I 
think — something they should 
have done regardless of whether 
or not they were required to no-

tify the community.
CS: But your offi ce didn’t feel it 

was appropriate to alert your con-
stituents?

DD: We were still getting data. 
You know, we were still waiting — 
we’re still waiting for responses 
now. I don’t know if they’ve as-
sessed the entire thing. So if they 
said to me, ‘This is now in the wa-
ter.” I don’t know as a congress-
man if that’s a good thing, bad 
thing, harmful thing — they’re 
the ones that have to tell the pub-
lic this is now in the water, and 
this is what it causes, this is what 
it doesn’t cause. I think it’s their 
responsibility.

CS: You’ve taken a lot of heat 
lately about not hosting a town 
hall, some of your constituents 
are hosting their own and invited 
you. Why did you decline their in-
vitation?

DD: I don’t think they’re pro-
ductive. We attempted to have a 
large group meeting at the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce months 

ago where 150 members of the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
who came to exchange ideas, ask 
me questions, hear what my posi-
tions were on Health Care — not 
one person who went there got 
the opportunity. It was disruptive. 
People had to be removed by the 
police. So instead I chose to have 
meetings. You’re my eighth meet-
ing today. I’ve seen people one-on-
one. I’ve had a group of six mothers 
who are against gun violence here 
today … it would be very easy for 
me to stand up for an hour in front 
of 300 people and let them yell, I’ve 
been in public life for 25 years, 
it’s not for me that I’m doing this. 
It’s for the people that I want to do 
what we’re doing now. Or those six 
mothers who came today, where 
if they went to a town hall, would 
have never gotten to tell me what 
they wanted to tell me.

CS: Some of your Brooklyn 
constituents say they feel over-
looked. How would you respond to 
them? 

DD: I don’t know why they 
would feel that way. I spend as 
much time in Brooklyn as I do in 
Staten Island, but I was in Wash-
ington for the last six weeks and 
that’s where they sent me to do my 
work.

CS: You spoke at the Iron Hills 
Civic Association in Staten Is-
land the other day. Do you plan on 
speaking at a Brooklyn civic asso-
ciation any time soon?

DD: Yes, I am speaking at one 
next week.

CS: Where do you plan on 
speaking?

DD: I’ll tell you when it’s over, 
because I don’t want your readers 
showing up and disrupting it. It’s 
a meeting I was invited to and I’m 
not going to disrupt those folks’ 
meeting. It’s not my meeting.

Brooklyn’s lone Republican Congressman Dan Donovan, in offi ce for nearly two years, spoke to Bay Ridge’s 

hometown paper about some important issues in the Brooklyn slice of the 11th Congressional District — an-

swering questions on President Trump’s American Health Care Act (it needs work), the recent Gravesend oil 

spill (information should have been made public about it), and why he prefers secret meetings to town hall 

meetings (there are fewer disruptions).

Dan: I’ll study two-way toll for Verrazano-Narrows 

Dan Donovan talks oil spill, 
health care, and meetings

THE BROOKLYN WEEKLY INTERVIEW 

RIDGE-TO-ROCK REP: We sat down 
with Congressman Dan Donovan to get 
his take on a variety of issues in his 
cross-borough district.  

BY COLIN MIXSON
Truth be tolled, one local con-
gressman thinks it’s time for a 
change.

Staten Island Rep. Dan Dono-
van has asked the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority to 
study the impact of reestablish-
ing a two-way toll on the Verra-
zano Bridge, which would nix 
the current one-way toll that’s 
been blamed for rush-hour traf-
fi c jams that stretch as far north 
as Gowanus and Park Slope.

As the Staten Island Rep for 
a Republican-dominated House, 
Donovan’s support would be 
crucial for any changes to the 
federally-controlled Verrazano 
Bridge, and his sudden inter-
est in a new study is a good sign 

that change may fi nally be com-
ing to the span’s loathsome toll 
structure, according to Commu-
nity Board 6 District Manager 
Craig Hammerman.

“If there’s a sense conveyed 
to the government and MTA that 
there is interest and support 
on both sides of the Verrazano 
Bridge for this, then I don’t see 
how this wouldn’t happen,” said 
Hammerman, who in January 
fi red off a letter to Gov. Cuomo 
requesting a similar study of a 
two-way toll’s impact.

Designed to appease deni-
zens of New York’s other island 
borough, the bridge’s current 
one-way toll exists — bizarrely 
— thanks to a 1986 Act of Con-
gress, making it the state’s only 

municipal span governed by fed-
eral lawmakers.

Back in the dystopian hel-
ter-skelter of the early 1980s, 
Staten Island voters kicked up 
a fuss about pollution generated 
by the Verrazano’s massive toll 
plaza, which ensnared traffi c on 
the other borough’s side of the 
span.

But the new toll structure 
not only benefi tted Richmond 
County residents, but also com-
muters from Dirty Jersey, who 
realized they could take advan-
tage of the new one-way toll — 
which only taxes drivers headed 
into Staten Island — and save 
money on their trip by taking 
the bridge into Brooklyn instead 
of the tunnels into Manhattan.

And the toll-skipping scheme 
is especially cost-saving for 
truckers, who can be taxed more 
than seven-times what passen-
ger cars pay for a trip across the 
bridge.

In the more than three de-
cades between then and now, 
transit advocates throughout 
Brooklyn and Lower Manhat-
tan — including Board 6, Bay 
Ridge’s Community Board 10, 
and Democratic Rep. Jerrold Na-
dler — have called for drivers to 
be once again taxed heading in 
both directions along the Verra-
zano, citing traffi c concerns and 
lost revenue.

But Staten Island congress-
men have routinely thwarted 
change on behalf of their right-

of-center constituency, mak-
ing the reform impossible in a 
congress that — barring a few 
years during former President 
Obama’s fi rst term — has been 
dominated by Republicans.

But Hammerman renewed 
the push for a two-way toll with 
his January letter to Cuomo in 
light of new cashless toll tech-
nology, which, in combination 
with the EZ-Pass, allows drivers 
to breeze across the bridge with-
out stopping to pay a toll, reliev-
ing Staten Islanders of their pol-
lution argument when it comes 
to preserving the one-way tax 
scheme.

At the time, a rep for Dono-
van told this paper the congress-

Continued on page 12
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L E T  O U R  F A M I L Y  H E L P  Y O U R 

F A M I L Y  I N  Y O U R  T I M E  O F  N E E D

Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.    BROOKLYN 11224    718.373.0880    CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple cremation, 
simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment

  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan 
for only $25-$50 
a month

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Builders have broken ground and 
are busy erecting a  nine-story 
apartment building  on Ocean 
Avenue that’s part of a wave of 
 new development making its way 
south to Sheepshead Bay . 

The Sunset Park-based de-
veloper New Empire Real Es-
tate usually sticks to projects in 
Downtown and on the other side 
of the East River, so this 56-unit 
building between Kings Highway 
and Quentin Road is a fi rst on this 
turf — but it may not be the last, 
as the neighborhood is turning 
into a hot spot for development, 
said manager Howard Chen.

“This is a growing area that we 
think is the next kind of booming 
area,” said Chen. “We are looking 
at different sites over there.”

New Empire Real Estate pres-
ident Bentley Zhao hopes to get 
state approval for condominiums, 
and open shortly after the build-
ing is complete by next summer, 
said Chen. The development com-

pany fi led plans with the Depart-
ment of Buildings to create a day-
care center in the basement for 
children ages 2–6 with 30 teach-
ers, city records show, but Chen 
said the company is considering 
renting out the space for a medi-
cal facility.

The building also plans to fea-
ture a gym, lounge, yoga room, 
and a kid’s playroom on the sec-
ond fl oor, along with 28 off-street 
parking spaces for cars, said 
Chen. And bicyclists will also 
have 28 spots to lock up their two-
wheelers on the second fl oor, ac-
cording to city records. 

The nine-story building is just 
another one of a string of simi-
lar developments coming to the 
neighborhood, said Community 
Board 15 chairwoman Theresa 
Scavo.

“If you ride along Ocean Av-
enue, it’s just following the trend 
on Ocean Avenue,” she said. “Ev-
ery plot of land is becoming eight- 
or nine-story buildings.” 

And the proof is in the plans 
—  developers have fi led plans for 
11 buildings six stories or higher 
along Ocean Avenue between 
Kings Highway and Voorhies Av-

enue since early March 2016 , ac-
cording to  city records .

And Zhao’s apartment build-
ings is just a few blocks away 
from  a pair of massive, office-

and-retail centers off of Kings 
Highway , and  another mall 
coming right outside the Kings 
Highway B and Q subway sta-
tion . 

GOING UP: Developers plan to build a nine-story apartment complex on Ocean Avenue near Kings Highway.  
 Building Consulting Engineering and Architect PLLC

Ocean rising 
Tide of development sweeps 

Ocean Ave. in Sheepshead Bay
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943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a kinder garden!

The owner of a soon-to-
open German restaurant 
in Boerum Hill promised 
he won’t put a beer gar-
den in its backyard after 
learning locals thought 
it would be a nuisance 
— and nixing the plan 
would make their quest 
for a liquor license go 
down smooth.

Speaking at liquor li-
cense hearing at Commu-
nity Board 2, Tobias Hol-
ler said he would shelve 
plans to sell brews in the 
back the second incarna-
tion of his Black Forest 
restaurant if it will keep 
neighbors happy.

“We felt it was the right 
thing to do to not start on 
a bad foot,” he said.

Boerum Hillers began 
rallying against the plan 
in late March when a sign 
on the storefront at the 
corner of Smith and War-
ren streets announced 
plans to sell booze in its 
L-shaped backyard that is 
surrounded by six apart-
ments. 

That prompted Hol-
ler and his wife, who also 
run a Black Forest res-
taurant on Fulton Street 
in Fort Greene, to con-
sider other, quieter uses 

for the space, including 
growing tomatoes or em-
ployee parking, he said.

Once residents learned 
of the new plans, they 
ended their opposition, 
and the committee ap-
proved the application 
unanimously.

Of course, it is only 
a promise, and owners 
won’t rule out eventually 
selling hooch there.

But one Fort Greener 
who frequents the Ful-
ton Street outpost said 
that locals have nothing 

to worry about, painting 
the eatery as a place for 
people to get a meal and 
a beer, not spend their 
entire night wildly chug-
ging Hoegaardens.

“It’s really much more 
of a restaurant, it’s very 
casual,” said the local. 

And Holler assured 
residents that can expect 
the same G-rated atmo-
sphere in Boerum Hill. 

“We’ll run the same 
family type restaurant as 
our sister restaurant,” he 
said. 

Beer hall-elujah!

NEW NEIGHBOR: Black Forest will soon move into this Smith Street 
storefront.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Owners of Boerum Hill restaurant say 
they will keep drinking inside

am thinking that, if we fi nd 
some hopeful, signs that we 
might move forward.”

One of the main reasons 
the world lacks high spir-
its is economic disparity, 
said Byrne. He believes the 
unlevel playing fi eld leads 
to wider issues and weighs 
on our personal lives.

“Inequality is a big one 
— it seems to affect so many 
other areas, and it’s bad for 
the greater economy,” he 
said. 

To keep people opti-
mistic, Byrne will be dis-
cussing the growth of re-

newable energy around 
the world, the increase of 
parks in large metropoli-
tan cities, advancements in 
public education, and coun-
tries like Finland banning 
coal for energy and dimin-
ishing the importance of 
car ownership. Byrne says 
a lot of places in the world 
could stand to model after 
Finland and its neighbor-
ing countries.

“Some of the Scandi-
navian countries seem to 
have a high happiness in-
dex,” he said. “Denmark 
usually ranks fi rst — 
though this year it looks 
like Norway has taken the 
lead. I think this is related 
to less inequality and a ro-

bust safety net.’ ”
But even though he feels 

his travels and positive 
mindset can guide him to in-
spire a happy crowd, he says 
a long road still awaits.

“I‘m hardly an expert — 
I’m an ordinary citizen but I 
have taken the time and ef-
fort to compile some of these 
hopeful and inspiring signs 
and initiatives,” said Byrne. 
“I need hope as much as any-
one, so I have a personal in-
centive to do this.” 

“Reasons to be Cheer-
ful” at Bric [647 Fulton Ave 
between Rockland and Ash-
land places in Fort Greene. 
www.bricartsmedia.org, 
(718) 855–7882]. April 27 at 
7:30 pm. Free.

BYRNE
Continued from cover
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ting yourself be held.”
The project began last 

summer and has toured 
across the country, making 
its way through a handful 
of states such as Oregon, 
Nevada, and Virginia. In 
each location, Baxter takes 
a few hours to weave enor-
mous nests out of twigs, 
vines, or whatever else is 
on hand, and and then pho-
tographs nude models in a 
raw moment. 

“I feel like I’m capturing 
humanity. The fragility of 
humanity,” said Baxter. 

The experience of the 
models can be enlighten-
ing and transformative, 
she said. 

“It can just be an interest-
ing experience, but some are 
holding something. People 
hold their sexual assaults, 
they’re body confi dence, 
or maybe they’re claim-
ing their safety. It can be a 
symbol for different things 
they’re going through.”

The journey began when 
Baxter experimented in 
the backyard of her Oregon 
home and wove her fi rst 
nest out of sticks as a way 
of revisiting the “womb of 
mother nature,” she said. 

“It was a way of allow-
ing myself to be nurtured 
and healed,” she said. 
“Then my friends started 
getting in the nest and it 
kept growing.”

Now more than 200 

stark naked people have 
climbed into nests she’s 
woven across the country, 
each coming away with a 
different experience based 
on who and where they are. 
The roost is an important 
reminder of how despite 
our differences we’re all 
human, said Baxter. 

“I love the idea of when 
we strip everything away 
we’ve all come from the same 
space,” she said. “And in 
Brooklyn there are million 
dollar Brownstones next to 
projects. So it’s a chance to 
strip all that down.” 

In a curtained enclo-
sure, participants disrobe 
and simply fall into the 
nest in a relaxed, comfort-
able position. And as they 
ruminate, Baxter scales a 
ladder and snaps photos of 
their curled up catharsis. 

It will be a liberating ex-
perience for those who are 
normally camera shy — es-
pecially in the buff.  

“I feel it’s very freeing,” 
said Baxter. “Plus, there’s 
never going to be another 
chance to get naked and 
hop into a bird’s nest. Em-
brace it.” 

Wyckoff Bond Commu-
nity Garden [195 Wyckoff at 
Bond streets, debbiebaxter.
com, (503) 309-3371] Baxter 
will construct the nest on 
April 22 starting at noon. 
Book a time to climb into 
the nest from noon to 6 pm 
on April 27, 28, and the 30 at 
Baxter’s website. Or drop 
by for a walk-in session on 
April 29 from noon to 6 pm. 

FINISHED PRODUCT: Baxter uses twigs, vines, and anything she 
can fi nd to weave the nests. Debbie Baxter

Continued from page 1 

NESTING

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Good things can come in small pack-
ages.

Two Brooklyn performers ex-
plore the intricacies and craziness of 
living in a space just big enough for 
a murphy bed and miniature fridge 
during their very relatable new mu-
sical variety show — “Container-
topia!” — at the Jalopy Theater in 
Carroll Gardens, debuting on April 
28. Creators Julia Frey and Sam Day 
Harmet, who each navigate their 
own compact apartments, unpack 
the tiny-house movement and what 
it means to live small, said Frey. 

“I do live in a pretty small apart-
ment, not quite the teeny-tiny mur-
phy bed that we are exploring, but 
there is something appealing about 
living small, and decluttering your 
life, and how simply can one live. But 
at the same time, if I live that simply, 
will I live myself out of existence?” 
said Frey, who lives in Gowanus. 

Living in a cramped space can 
feel extremely individual and inti-
mate, but Frey said the city’s space 
crunch raises broader issues.

“How do we fi t everyone into New 
York?  And how can we make hous-
ing that everyone in New York can 
afford and without disrupting peo-
ple’s lives?” she said. “We can, and 
we can’t, at the same time. It’s a con-
stant struggle, there aren’t any easy 
answers.”

The duo got the idea after meet-
ing at a performance program at 
Brooklyn College, and after discuss-
ing all of the woes that affl ict New 
Yorkers’ housing — including home-
lessness, gentrifi cation, and sky-
rocketing rents — they focused on 
the relatively new movement of mi-
cro-apartments, said Frey.

The hour-long vaudevillian in-
spired comedy show incorporates 
Weimar-era cabaret tunes and an 
eclectic array of instruments, in-
cluding piano, banjo, clarinet, 
and drums to give more depth and 
perspective to the show, said Day 
Harmet, who lives in Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens.

“Very much like in the structure 
of a vaudeville show, it’s a mixture 
of where we try to have contrasting 
scenes,” he said. “[The songs] are in-
terspersed to create variety and fl ow 
within the show.”

And the creators tip their hats 
to that era of theater, and sought to 
make parallels in the show between 
the disproportionate wealth distri-
bution of 1920s Germany and today, 
which Frey said is evident in the mi-
cro-apartment movement. 

“When it was happening there, 
there was a similar economic dis-
parity to what’s happening today, 
and we are leaning into these old 
early-20th-century styles to refl ect 
— recognizing them in today’s cul-
ture and climate,” she said.

The show also questions the 
micro-apartment movement’s in-
tentions of being sustainable and 
affordable, because a lot of the so-

called micro-apartments are actu-
ally rather luxurious — though on a 
smaller scale, said Day Harmet.

“They tend to be marketed more 
as luxury housing options, kind of 
like these trendy options for young 
professionals living in Manhat-
tan. The funny thing about it being 
framed as a more alternative option 
for moving towards more sustain-
ability and more affordable housing, 
but as it exists now, it’s mostly kind 
of a luxury bourgeoisie option,” he 
said. “We want to examine it from 
a number of apartments and maybe 
get excited about the promise of 
them, but realize it’s sort of a trap-
ping of them, and the ways it can ex-
aggerate wealth and equality.”

“Containertopia!” at the Jalopy 
Theater (315 Columbia St. between 
Woodhull and Rapelye streets in Car-
roll Gardens, containertopia.tumblr.
com) April 28 – 30 at 8 pm.  $15. 

GETTING COMFY: Performers Julia Frey and Sam Day Harmet debut their new show 
“Containertopia!” about the tiny-house movement at the Jalopy Theater on April 28. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Learn to live small
Variety show explores city’s popular micro units
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNew Yor

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They went from not feeling it to se-
riously wheeling it.

Citi Bikes got a dubious recep-
tion when they arrived in Bedford-
Stuyvesant in 2013; now, many lo-
cals are singing the bike-sharing 
program’s praises.

Residents initially opposed 
the bikes and their space-hogging 
curbside docks because they saw 
them as evidence of encroaching 
gentrifi cation, said a representa-
tive of the Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Restoration Corporation, which 
launched a pro-Citi Bike campaign 
about a year after rows of the blue 
two-wheelers started showing up 
on area streets.

“The effort was challenging 
in neighborhoods going through 
gentrifi cation, and I think often-
times when people see change 
in their community, they see 
that change as another signal 
of that,” said Tracey Capers, a 
vice president of the corpora-
tion, which surveyed Bedford-
Stuyvesant locals and concluded 
that bike use in the area should 
be encouraged.

“We were looking at the health 

of the neighborhood, jobs, and en-
vironmental development, and 
when Citi Bike came to the neigh-
borhood we took that on as an ef-
fort to see how we can change the 
conversation,” said Capers. “We 
mounted a multi-faceted plan and 
strategy of acceptance of Citi Bike 
into the community.”

Residents surveyed by Restora-
tion representatives said they were 
concerned about the safety and af-
fordability of Citi Bikes, how to op-
erate them, and whether they were 
primarily intended to be used by 
newcomers to the area. Capers said 
the corporation responded by hold-
ing Citi Bike-themed community 

events, and distributing brochures 
and posters around the neighbor-
hood showing blacks and Latinos 
riding the bikes.

“We showed them that it can 
be used as a tool and it can be 
used by them,” said Capers. “To 
create a culture of biking we held 
family-centered events with chil-

dren so they can learn to ride, and 
showed them that it was exercise, 
it’s affordable, and it can save you 
time.”

The Restoration Corporation 
has tracked the growth of the Citi 
Bike program since its arrival in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, and reports 
that ridership spiked in the year 
between May 2015 and May 2016, 
rising 56 percent during that pe-
riod as compared to a 46 percent 
jump citywide. The tally among 
residents of New York City Hous-
ing Authority developments in 
the neighborhood was even more 
dramatic, with Citi Bike trips sky-
rocketing 225 percent from May 
2015 to May 2016.

Those results have convinced 
Capers and her Restoration Cor-
poration colleagues that predom-
inantly minority communities 
across the city should embrace Citi 
Bike.

“We want to get these [in] more 
[minority] communities because 
the bikes are more environmen-
tally friendly, and they allow resi-
dents to commute effi ciently and 
more comfortably in their neigh-
borhoods,” she said.

BIKE ON: Vice president of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation, Tracey Capers, fourth from left, and Council-
man Robert E. Cornegy, put the pedal to the metal one of Restoration’s community bike rides.  
 Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation

Bed-Stuy: Citi Bikes the ride stuff
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Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15,000

NY Life Extension Center – 1942 E. 8th Street, Brooklyn (Between S & T)
Open 11am Monday – Saturday  NYLifex.com  718-376-8317

NY’S BEST SELECTION AND PRICING ON VITAMINS AND SUPPLEMENTS
Licensed Nutritionist For Over Thirty Years

We help you take the correct supplements for your own unique needs   FREE Fresh Wheatgrass Shots

Brooklyn’s NY Life Extension Center has
Professional Formulas NOT available at Amazon

PLUS
 TA65 for your Telomeres 
 Nicotinamide Riboside for 
Turbocharged Cell Energy!

Do you take vitamins?
Missing the new anti-aging supplements?
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BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s the pied drummer of 
Park Slope!

The city wrongly 
slapped a Park Sloper with 
$600 in fi nes when inspec-
tors found evidence of rats 
infesting his 15th Street 
building — because the 
homeowner insists he’d al-
ready driven the pests out 
by beating on his drum.

“The whole house had 
rats before, but since I 
started to play drums I 
found out none of them are 
in the house, they’re afraid 
of the drumming,” said 
Solomon Shlomo. “I want 
to open an investigation 
to fi nd why I received two 
summons from nothing.”

The city’s health depart-
ment inspected Shlomo’s 
pad between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues on two occa-
sions following a 2015 fi re 
that gutted the building’s 
top fl oor, and discovered 
rat burrows and hair, in ad-
dition to piles of debris in-
spectors claimed would at-

tract the pesky rodents.
And Shlomo in no way 

denies the furry undesir-
ables called his house a 
home — once upon a time 
— but that they’d all fl ed 
well before city inspectors 
showed up as a result of 
his new-found drumming 
hobby, which he claims 

scared the bejesus out of 
his cheese-loving room-
mates.

“I was drumming and 
I had the rats, and all of a 
sudden, while I was drum-
ming the rats were fl ying 
out,” Shlomo said. “And 
in a couple of days I didn’t 
have any rats.”

Schlomo took his drum-
ming defense to the city’s 
Offi ce of Hearings and Tri-
bunals after receiving the 
summons, but judges there 
weren’t hearing any of it. 

“They didn’t believe 
me,” Shlomo said. “They 
thought it was a hoax.”

He then petitioned the 
mayor’s offi ce for relief 
from the fi nes, which he 
claimed forwarded his 
letters back to the Health 
Department, and Coun-
cilman Brad Lander’s of-
fi ce was unable to get the 
agency to drop its case 
against the Park Slope 
man, he said.

He now plans on writ-
ing Gov. Cuomo, whom he 

hopes will launch an inves-
tigation that will overturn 
the violations.

In the meantime, Sh-

lomo plans on keeping up 
with his novel form of pest 
control.

“Every two or three 

days, I play a couple mo-
ments to make sure they 
don’t come anymore,” he 
said.

Sloper: I scare rats by beating drum 

BURN NOTICE: City inspectors 
descended on Park Sloper Solo-
mon Shlomo’s 15th Street build-
ing following a fi re in 2015, and 
fi ned him $600 for violations 
related to an alleged rat infes-
tation. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

DRUMMED OFF: Park Slope property owner Solomon Shlomo claims he drove out the rats infesting 
his 15th Street property by playing the drums. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Enrico Ascher, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

Natalie Marks, MD

Anil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family.

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think
They are known to be “silent killers”

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist

WWW.VASCULARNYC.COM

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Pkwy, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 347–533–8477

Boro Park:
960 50th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

Tel: 718–438–3800

YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities, internships, and majors  
offered at York College. Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Call it party politics.

The waterfront warehouses hosting 
rowdy raves in Sunset Park must beef up 
security or risk a crack down on their 
massive dance parties, say locals, but the 
party people want to parlay with police 
and residents in the hope of keeping the 
parties going.

Companies near First Avenue rent 
out their spacious buildings for weekend 
dance parties on the side, but a spike in 
raves is clogging the area with thousands 
of raucous partygoers and creating a head-
ache for the neighborhood, said one resi-
dent.  

“Lately, people are just fl ooding the 
area, and it’s a public safety issue,” said 
Sunset Parker Carmen Torres. “They do 
drugs, get violent, and it just creates a haz-
ard, especially when people go up to catch 
the train home.” 

Properties owned by the production 
company East of Hollywood and Utz Qual-
ity Food Inc. rent out their buildings near 
First Avenue in the 50s for weekend dance 
parties that host high-profi le, big-draw 

artists such as electronic dance music sen-
sation Tiesto, who has nearly fi ve million 
followers on Twitter. 

But the parties are clogging the area 
with thousands of revelers and the local 
precinct is having a hard time keeping up 
with the antics, said police. 

“We can handle a couple of them, but 
when you have more than 30 a year, it’s 
draining our resources from other parts 
of the command,” said Lieutenant William 
Meyers, with the 72nd Precinct’s special 
operations. “It’s all extra resources be-
ing utilized because of these parties that 
could be going to other parts of the com-
mand to help with burglaries or robberies, 
when those issues arise.” 

In 2015 there were fi ve raves, but that 
number ballooned to a whopping 33 in 
2016, according to offi cials. Now the gath-
erings are a magnet for pickpockets, a hot 
spot for drug activity, and can attract up to 
10,000 people at a time when multiple par-
ties converge, causing safety issues, ac-
cording to police. 

And since the soirees are near the 
shore, police fear that tipsy partygoers 

could make their way to the water and tum-
ble in. It’s a burden that could be eased if 
the landlords of party promoters provided 
added security, but for now, police fi ll the 
void, said Meyers. 

“The area is right at the water and peo-
ple can jump in,” said Meyers. “The raves 
themselves do supply security, the only is-
sue is they do security inside the raves. We 
not only supply security by the water, we 
then have to handle traffi c.”

But police and locals are just blowing 
the situation out of proportion, said a rep 
for one of the property owners. 

“Our events are nothing like how the 
police department or the community are 
describing them,” said Angela Correa, 
property manager for East of Hollywood’s 
pair of warehouses on 52nd and 53rd 
streets near First Avenue. “We do every-
thing professionally. We’ve always been 
willing to work with the community. And 
we plan to keep doing so.” 

East of Hollywood has hosted shindigs 
at its buildings since 2001 without any hul-
labaloo, but now that others have caught 
on, the area has simply become a hub for 
hopping parties, according to Correa. 

Others feel they are already doing their 

fair share to protect parties, such as man-
dating their employees receive fi re safety 
training from the city in case of emer-
gency. 

“We strive to produce safe events,” said 
Robert Coma, a co-owner of TCE Presents, 
which hosts gatherings in a building op-
erated by Utz Quality Food Inc. “We work 
with the community board, police, and 
there’s a six-foot fence that barricades peo-
ple from the water. I’m all about longev-
ity.”

Reps for warehouse owners and com-
panies renting out space met with police 
and concerned locals at an April 13 public 
safety committee meeting at Community 
Board 7. Locals’ fears did not fall on deaf 
ears, and those responsible for the raves 
said they will meet with locals again later 
this month, according to district manager 
Jeremy Laufer. 

It’s a good fi rst step, said Torres. 
“Honestly I’m hoping that we can all 

work together so that everyone is safe,” 
said Torres. “We want people to come and 
enjoy themselves in Sunset Park, but we 
want people to be respectful of our com-
munity. I don’t think that’s too much to 
ask.” 

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

Rage against raves
Locals: Rowdy Sunset Park parties are 

draining neighborhood police resources 

RAVE-DICULOUS: Locals such as Carmen Torres are concerned about the debauchery a wave of raves 
at Sunset Park warehouses is generating. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

man wouldn’t support any changes with-
out a study proving its effi cacy, and his 
comments proved to be more than just 
hot air after the federal lawmaker fi red 
off a letter to acting MTA chairman Fer-
nando Ferrer requesting a study to deter-
mine the traffi c and revenue generating 
impacts of the toll change.

Donovan’s newfound interest in the 
Verrazano comes as a very welcome de-
velopment in the long push for reason, 
according to Hammerman.

“Having Donovan on board would ob-
viously be extremely helpful, if not criti-
cal to making this happen,” the district 
manager said.

The congressman went on to indicate 
that if a study found that a two-way toll 
would create positive change, he’d be 
more than happy to support it.

“If the MTA is going to recoup the 
millions of dollars they’re losing now by 
having a one-way-toll and it doesn’t cause 

more traffi c — in fact it lessens traffi c — 
and we could use some of that revenue 
that they would now generate to help the 
people of Brooklyn and Staten Island, 
then it is something I would very much 
consider,” Donovan said.

In response to Donovan’s request, 
Transit Authority president Donald 
Spero wrote in a letter dated April 4, “we 
are certainly willing to look at these po-
tential impacts,” but stopped short of 
confi rming an actual study is underway. 
A request for clarifi cation from the tran-
sit authority only yielded greater con-
fusion, with spokesman Chris McKniff 
pulling back on Spero’s comment and 
stating Donovan’s request was merely 
under evaluation.

The congressman seems to feel differ-
ently. In an April 14 letter to Spero, Dono-
van wrote that he was “pleased that your 
agency will analyze commercial vehicle 
routes, traffi c impacts on Staten Island 
and Brooklyn roads, and revenue im-
pacts as part of your review,” and asked 
the agency president to “please share an 
approximate timeline for your analysis.”

Continued from page 3

TOLLS
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ATLAS MEATS
M E A T  M A R K E T

Fresh Fruits  
& Vegatables  

Everyday

This Week’s Special 

ORGANIC WHOLE CHICKEN $319 PER LB.
LEGS (DRUMSTICKS) $279 PER LB.

387 Ave. X (Between E. 1st & 2nd) 347-915-2000

We deliver 
everywhere  
in Brooklyn 

FREE

When you want the best taste and the highest quality,  
our premium meats are as fresh as it gets. 

Hours: Monday – Saturday 9am – 8pm, Sunday 9am – 6pm
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hauling away all the large 
vehicles on its own. “They 
need to have a designated 
squad that’s going to be do-
ing something about these 
cars. The precincts are do-
ing what they can do with 
limited resources.”

The latest box truck — 
without license plates — 
popped up on E. 36th Street 
between Flatlands Avenue 
and Avenue M about a week 
ago, and hasn’t been moved 
since. It’s  illegal to park 
any car on a residential 
street for more than seven 
days , and all  commercial 
vehicles must be moved 
after three hours , accord-
ing to the Department of 
Transportation.

The large four-wheeler 
displays an advertisement 
for “Dough Boy Deliver-
ies” on its passenger-side 
door, but the New York Av-
enue address on it leads to 
a house in East Flatbush, 
records show, and the pizza 
delivery company told a 
nearby neighbor it wasn’t 
missing any trucks, said 
one Flatlands Avenue resi-
dent who is trying to get 
the truck removed. 

The forgotten truck is 
likely stuffed with innocent 
bread, but it’s mysterious-
ness is worrying local resi-
dents who just want it gone 
— with all the recent bomb 
threats and attacks going 
on throughout the city and 
elsewhere, it’s hard to trust 
anything, said Michele who 
asked her last name not be 
used. 

“It just makes me wary 
a lot, I try not to go near it. 
If it belongs to somebody, 
then it should have plates,” 
she said. “Everybody over 
here has been scared — too 
much stuff goes on now, so 
you never know.”

The 63rd Precinct only 
has the manpower to haul 
away big rigs and large 
trucks about twice a month 
since it takes nearly two 
hours to tow them to the 
city’s pound at the Navy 
Yard, so the puzzling 
Dough Boy truck is tenta-
tively on the tow schedule 
for the end of the month or 
even early May, according 
to the neighbor, who says 
that’s way too long to wait. 

The 63rd Precinct is 
aware of the truck and is 
monitoring it, said a police 
department spokesman.

voured by wood-hungry 
crustaceans called marine 
borers .

The proceedings began 
with a bizarre exchange be-
tween Billings and Heights 
Association attorney Rich-
ard Ziegler during which 
she appeared to misinter-
pret the crux of the case as 
being about the cost of the 
towers.

“Even if they spend less 
money on the project and 
only spent what they need 
to fund maintenance opera-
tion of the park, the result-
ing project you get may not 
be any more desirable,” she 
said.

“You can have a project 
that’s much more desirable 
to the community that’s 
much more expensive 
rather than using as much 

resources from the city,” 
Billings said later.

Ziegler explained to the 
judge that the case is actu-
ally about whether the park 
already has enough cash to 
pay for its upkeep.

“It’s not a question of 
how much money is spent, 
it’s a question of how much 
money they need to spend,” 
he said.

And lawyers for the 
park told Billings they were 
convinced  the Heights As-
sociation wouldn’t budge 
from its stance unless the 
deal involved changing 
the project signifi cantly , 
including eliminating 
the 100 below-market-rate 
units in the shorter of the 
buildings. 

“There’s no indication 
that anything short of pre-
venting affordable housing 
and changing the project in 
a major way” would be sat-
isfactory, said park attor-

ney Haley Stein. 
Park activists, however, 

have argued that they’re 
not opposed to below-mar-
ket-rate digs at the site, and 
 have been rallying against 
the project since before that 
component was introduced  
in 2015, said Ziegler.

The proceedings were 
interrupted when Billings 
called both sides into her 
chambers for a lengthy dis-
cussion, during which she 
urged them to negotiate a 
possible truce.

Lawyers for the park 
and the Heights Association 
later declined to comment 
on what was said in Bill-
ings’s chambers, although 
the civic group has previ-
ously suggested compro-
mises, such as moving the 
proposed affordable hous-
ing to the park’s headquar-
ters on Furman Street in 
exchange for reducing the 
height of one of the towers.

Continued from page 1 

PIER 6

Continued from page 1 

D’OH TRUCK

MYSTERY TRUCK: Residents want the city to haul away an abandoned truck, without a license plate, 
that’s been sitting illegally on the street for about a week.  Photo by Jon Farina
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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