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BUILD IT 
BACKUP
Sandy vics still out of homes 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Gerritsen Beachers still recov-
ering from Hurricane Sandy 
railed against the city during 
a town hall at PS 277 on April 
6 about bureaucratic hang-ups 
preventing them from fi nally 
moving back into their homes 
more than four years later. 

 There has been progress, 
said state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Gerritsen Beach), who 
hosted the forum, but he said 
it’s unacceptable to have so 
many people still kept out of 
their homes with the fi fth an-
niversary of the storm just six 
months away.

“It’s still a disaster for any-
body that’s in this room and 
still has issues going on in 
their homes — that’s pretty, 
pretty sad,” he said. “We’re 
here, we’re going to stay here, 
and we are going to get you up 
and running. This has been 
a long, hard fi ght and I com-
mend you for keeping it up. We 
still have quite a ways to go.”

One family who had to 
move out of their home more 
than a year ago so it could be 
raised through the city’s noto-
riously sluggish and  over-bud-
get  recovery program  Build it 
Back  is held up simply waiting 
for the Department of Build-
ings to issue permits for sim-

ple things such as a window or 
a wall, said the homeowner.

“Why does it take so long 
for you, for all of your agency, 
to come up with an answer? 
They present things to you 
and it takes you 145 days to get 
back to approve something,”  
she said. “I’m out of my house 
15 months. And half the time 
I’m fi nding out something is 
sitting on your end waiting to 
be approved, we need to move 
a little faster, I’m not saying 
skip and cut, but you have to 
move a little faster. This is not 
fair to us.”

Another couple is dealing 
with miscommunications be-
tween contractors and city 
agencies. The contractors are 
at a stalemate while waiting 
for the city to fi gure out how to 
correctly install a washer and 
dryer in their home. But each 
time they talk to someone new, 
they claim they get a different 
answer, according to Eaton 
Court homeowner Louis Im-
pellizeri, who said he’s at the 
end of his rope. 

“We are still out of the 
house, at this point, this is 
why we are coming to you, 
Sen. Golden, because we don’t 
know what to do,” said Impel-
lizeri. 

Continued on page 12

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A city task force is calling on 
Congress to amend  the leg-
islation governing the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency  to make houses of 
worship eligible for federal 
recovery funds.  

A report released by the 
Hurricane Sandy Houses of 
Worship and Charitable Or-
ganization Task Force chron-
icles the diffi cult road to re-
covery faced by houses of 
worship that were wrecked 
by Hurricane Sandy, but 
whose leadership nonethe-
less stepped up to provide 
crucial humanitarian ser-

vices following the storm. 
The separation of church and 
state shouldn’t be a barrier to 
government aid for houses of 
worship that have helped peo-
ple in a disaster regardless of 
their religion, said the local 
pol who pushed for the task 
force. 

“I fully respect the consti-
tution, but if there is a public 
benefi t being provided then 
I think the public should be 
there for houses of worship 
during their time of need,” 
said Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island). “They 
were not preaching religion 
when they helped house peo-

ple, feed people, clothe people. 
And quite frankly, I think 
there is a moral imperative to 
work to reimburse and repay 
them for their crucial work.” 

 The Hurricane Sandy 
Houses of Worship and Char-
itable Organization Task 
Force worked for six months 
to detail how, in the weeks 
after Sandy, churches, syna-
gogues, and mosques became 
de facto relief centers — step-
ping in to fi ll gaps in govern-
ment relief.  

But the strict separation 
of church and state in the law 
governing federal disaster 

Task force: FEMA aid for faith groups 

Continued on page 12

Salt of the Earthmother
Dancer Diana Perez and The BellyMystics shimmied for Mother Earth at the Salt Marsh Nature Center on 
April 22. For more, see page 16. Photo by Steve Solomonson 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
This nursing home has so many cente-
narians, they have to share a birthday 
cake!

No fewer than eight Brooklyn el-
ders more than 100 years old celebrated 
a joint birthday bash at the Center for 
Nursing and Rehabilitation in Crown 
Heights on April 21, which may have 
the borough’s largest population of su-
per-seniors under one roof, according 
to one worker.

“I’ve been in the fi eld for 15 years, and 
we used to have one, maximum two cen-
tenarians,” said Veronica Kaninska, rec-
reation manager at the nursing home. “I 
do believe that we are one of the rare ones 
that have this number, if not the only 
one.”

Celebrating their ripe, old age on April 
21 were 103-year-olds Beulah Bullock 
and Patty Collins; 101-year-olds Isabella 
Green, Gertrude Jenkins, and Etienne 
Amable; 100-year-olds Julia Georges and 
Esther Hobson; and Mariana Gonzalez, 
who turns 100 in May.

The long-toothed ladies and gent pre-
date commercial air travel, penicillin, 

nuclear power, micro chips, and televi-
sion. 

Amable, who was born in 1915 on the 
Caribbean island nation of St. Lucia, said 
his family didn’t have any automobiles, 
but had plenty of cows and horses on the 
island, which was then dominated by 
sugar-cane factories.

He immigrated to Brooklyn in 1963 — 
the same year Kennedy was assassinated 
— where he fathered a whopping 19 chil-
dren and labored at Bellevue Hospital for 
nearly 40 years. 

He claims Brooklyn hasn’t changed 
much in that time, but — either sagely 
or sardonically — noted that, “the people 
did.”

The venerable birthday guy and gals 
were served cake at the event, and joined 
by Rep. Yvette Clark (D–Crown Heights) 
and Councilman Robert Cornegy (D–
Crown Heights), along with representa-
tives of Borough President Adams and 
state Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D–Crown 
Heights), who all came baring offi cial 
citations in recognition of the elders’ re-
spectable age.

A few of the honored oldsters weren’t 

feeling well enough to attend the party, 
but the group is generally very active de-
spite their age, and they routinely make 
appearances at church and other events 
outside the nursing home, Kaninska 
said.

“They go to activities every day, or 
they do their own thing,” said Kaninska.
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By Alexandra Simon

It is the cutting edge of comedy!
Swords will flash as demons and 

samurai do battle at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden this weekend. As part of 
the 36th annual Sakura Matsuri festival of 
Japanese culture on April 29–30, the mar-
tial arts dance group Samurai Sword Soul 
will perform “Teardrop of a Demon,” a 
tightly choreographed tale of supernatural 
figures that is also filled with laughs and 
drama, said the group’s director. 

“It’s a story about a demon who is 
interested in the human world, and his 
best friend who has an opposite thought,” 
said Yoshi Amao, who founded the group. 
“They come to the human world to rescue a 
trapped samurai and get in trouble — it’s a 
lot of comedy but it’s also serious, too.”

The Japanese sword fighting group has 

appeared at the annual cherry blossom fes-
tival every year since 2003, but this year’s 
show is a departure for them, said Amao. 
Mythical figures take a much larger role in 
the show than usual, and it will leave guests 
questioning which side to root for, he said.

“Demons are the main cast and that’s 
the biggest difference — they have their 
own point of view, and it is so different 
from a human one, but we cannot tell who 
is right objectively,” he said. “It is not only 
a philosophical, but also a fun and excit-
ing entertainment show packed with a lot 
of action with swords and bo sticks and 
comedy scenes.”

During the 45-minute show, 17 dancers 
dressed in samurai armor will hack and 
slash at each other with spinning, shining 
blades. But you don’t have to worry about 
the actors — the weapons are wooden kata-

nas painted to look like metal. 
“It’s too dangerous if we use a real 

sword, said Amao. “Our sword fighting 
requires very quick movement and if we 
use real swords we may get injured easily.”

Two live musicians will also provide a 
soundtrack for the performance, using the 
djembe, an African drum, and the fut — a 
traditional three-stringed Japanese guitar.

Samurai Sword Soul will perform on 
both Saturday and Sunday afternoon of the 
festival, and the group looks forward to see-
ing the audience reaction to the new show.

“They will laugh, and they can cry and 
can be healed,” said Amao. “People will 
enjoy the sword fighting drama and they’ll 
never get bored — that’s why our perform-
ers are so popular every year. We really 
appreciate entertaining people.”

The festival will feature more than 60 

other Japanese cultural events during its 
two days, including a dance party, live 
music, origami workshops, tea ceremonies, 
and more. Amao, who also serves at the 
festival’s master of ceremony, said he is 
especially looking forward to the outfits in 
the cosplayer fashion show.

“One time I found a cosplayer wearing 
very nice samurai armor — it was gorgeous 
and very nice and much better than our 
costumes,” said Amao. “The cosplaying 
has increased and it’s so amazing.”

Samurai Sword Soul at Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [990 Washington Ave. 
between President and Carroll streets in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 623–7200, www.
bbg.org]. April 29 at 2:30 pm, April 30 at 
2 pm. Sakura Matsuri Festival lasts April 
29–30, 10 am–6 pm. $30 (kids under 12 
free). 

Dancing demons do battle at Japanese fest

Live by the sword

They’ve got that swing: Members 
of Samurai Sword Soul will perform 
their sword dance at the Sakura 
Matsuri Cherry Blossom Festival on 
April 28 and 29. Julie Markes

PARTY TIME: (Above) A Crown Heights nursing home celebrated birthdays for eight centenarians 
on April 21, although a few weren’t feeling up to partying. (Right) 101-year-old Etienne Amable im-
migrated from St. Lucia to Brooklyn in 1963, and worked at Bellevue Hospital for 40 years. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

800 CANDLES!
Eight centenarians celebrate birthday bash under one roof



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 28–MAY 4, 2017 3  M

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
They’re making waves over 
the city’s new ferry system. 

Local pols demand the city 
add a ferry stop at the People’s 
Playground to help transit-
starved Coney Islanders com-
mute to the city. They’ve re-
newed their push for the stop 
now that the fi rst batch of city-
wide ferry routes is slated to 
launch next week on May 3. 
Adding a ferry landing is a no-
brainer when a Queens route 
cruises right past Sodom by 
the Sea, said one local pol. 

“We already have a route 
going right by us, what’s the 
big deal in adding a stop here?” 
said Assemblywoman Pamela 
Harris (D–Coney Island). “Es-
pecially in West Coney Island, 
there are hardly any transit 
options. I just don’t under-
stand the kerfuffl e about add-
ing a Coney Island stop.” 

The Rockaway route will 
motor from Queens, to Sun-
set Park, to Manhattan in a 
mere 56 minutes. Meanwhile, 
Coney Islanders who live on 
the west end have to take a 
bus to reach the subways, 
and in some cases trek more 
than two hours to make it to 
the distant isle of Manhattan. 
It’s a serious schelp, said one 
local. 

“Getting around here can 
be a real pain. We don’t have 
trains or anything out here so 
you have to take a bus to the 
train, and they’re unreliable,” 
said long-time Coney Islander 
Leon Watkins, who lives on 
W. 29th Street near Mermaid 
Avenue. “We’re surrounded 
by water, I mean, what more 
would qualify us for a stop? I 
know it’d make my life a lot 
easier.” 

And with a boom in devel-
opment and tourism, the area 
is in dire need of a transpor-
tation boost, said another 
pol. 

“Coney Island is a fl ourish-
ing neighborhood and we’re 
experiencing record numbers 
with over a million people 
visiting in the summer,” said 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island). “I am not 
looking to pit neighborhoods 
against neighborhoods, but 
I am looking for equity, and 
when we make investments we 
should make sure it reaches 
all regions of New York.” 

 A 2012 city study consid-
ered launching a ferry ser-
vice to Coney , considering a 
derelict fi shing pier at W. 21th 

Street near Neptune Avenue 
in Coney Island Creek, but the 
city rejected both the dock and 
the creek, saying they were 
too far from the amusement 
district. 

The study found Steeple-
chase Pier, off the Boardwalk 
near W. 16th Street, as the 
ideal mooring location for fer-
ries, but the proposal came 
with a couple of hitches — 
the city would have to build 
a $20 million bulwark to con-
trol choppy ocean waves, and 
found that even after con-
struction the operation would 
hemorrhage money.

But locals haven’t given up 
on getting ferry service, and 
feel the city needs to take an-
other look. 

“I understand rough wa-
ters, and that it’s very expen-
sive to mitigate that, but I 
want to see updated informa-
tion — from experts, not con-

sultants — before a decision is 
reached,” said Treyger.  

And it wouldn’t be the fi rst 
time Steeplechase Pier was 
used to shuttle locals.  In 2001, 
the Staten Island Ferry used 
a fl oating dock at the pier to 
usher baseball fans between 
Coney Island and the Rock  — 
when the Brooklyn Cyclones 
played their cross-Narrows ri-
vals, the hated Staten Island 
Yankees. 

The city is still mulling a 
Coney Island stop, and is wait-
ing to evaluate whether it’s 
viable after the fi rst summer 
of citywide service, accord-
ing to Treyger who earlier 
this month discussed the stop 
with the head of the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion, which is spearheading 
the service.

The Economic Develop-
ment Corporation did not re-
turn requests for comment. 

ROUTE-LESS: The city decided against the proposed Coney Island stop 
for the citywide ferry service, but pols representing the transit-starved 
neighborhood want the city to reconsider. Mayor’s Offi ce

ORPHANED HOME: The Sisters of Mercy had hoped to sell the Angel 
Guardian Home in Dyker Heights to Catholic Charities to be converted 
to affordable senior housing, but the deal fell though. 
 File photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Angel Guardian 
deal falls through

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The sale of the sprawling An-
gel Guardian Home in Dyker 
Heights to Catholic Charities 
of Brooklyn and Queens has 
fallen through, leaving the 
fate of the city-block-sized for-
mer orphanage in limbo. 

Catholic Charities aimed 
to buy the land from the the 
Sisters of Mercy and turn it 
into low-income housing for 
seniors, but after reviewing its 
fi nances, the organization has 
decided to call off the venture, 
said a rep with the group.

“[Catholic Charities] re-
cently informed the Sisters 
of Mercy that it could not pro-
ceed with the transaction,” 
said Lucy Garrido-Mota. “Af-
ter a fi nancial analysis that 
took into consideration the 
uncertainties regarding the 
availability of low-income 
tax credits and other govern-
ment subsidies for the future 
development of low-income 
housing, [Catholic Charities] 
determined that the project 
was not viable.”

 Catholic Charities’ hous-
ing branch would have con-
verted the lot between 12th 
and 13th avenues and 63rd 
and 64th streets — roughly 
the size of three football 
fi elds — into senior hous-
ing . But offi cials feel it is no 
longer feasible for Catholic 
Charities to develop low-in-
come housing on the lot. And 
the news comes as a blow to 
locals who were ready to roll 
out the welcome wagon for 
their new neighbors.

“That’s a real shame,” 
said Dyker Heights resident 
George Capodagli. “That 
housing would have really 
helped seniors in the area. I 
thought we were done wor-
rying about what would be 
there. Looks like we’re back 

at square one.” 
But residents shouldn’t 

worry that the building will 
be converted into luxury 
condos, because the Sisters 
of Mercy aim to hawk the lot 
to a low-income housing de-
veloper, said a spokeswoman 
with the Sisters of Mercy 
Mid-Atlantic Community. 

“We continue to seek a 
buyer to develop the property 
for affordable housing and to 
preserve the green space,” 
said Debbi DellaPorta.

But now that the swath 
of land is back on the mar-
ket, community leaders are 
renewing their push for the 
city’s Department of Educa-
tion to transform the space 
into a public school and add 
sorely needed seats to the 
packed school district. 

“I certainly think this 
could help meet our school 
space needs,” said Josephine 
Beckmann, the district man-
ager for Community Board 10. 
“We’re the most overcrowded 
school district in the city — 
there isn’t a single school that 
is under 130 percent over ca-
pacity.” 

 Local education advocates 
asked the city to consider the 
space when this paper broke 
the news last February that 
the property is up for grabs . 
The lot is on the Department 
of Education’s radar, but the 
city is still weighing its op-
tions, according to Beck-
mann. The Department of 
Education did not return re-
quests for comment. 

The Sisters of Mercy built 
Angel Guardian Home at 
the turn of the 20th century, 
housing hundreds of chil-
dren —  including one of this 
paper’s photographers  — un-
til the orphanage shuttered 
during the 1970s.

Missing the boat! 
Coney Island pols demand ferry stop for nabe
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M.A.S. Swing will perform music from the Great American 
Songbook which includes songs by Frank Sinatra, Tommy 

Dorsey, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

PM - 5PM

Tamaqua Bar and Marina
84 Ebony Ct. (located at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)

Tickets $25.00 per person will include a hot buffet

www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It was an explosive night in 
Sunset Park.

An underground fi re 
caused two blasts that shook 
45th Street on April 19, heav-
ing manhole covers 10 feet 
into the air, and shrouding the 
block in smoke. The explosions 
triggered a frenzy of Sunset 
Parkers scrambling for safety 
as they feared the worst, said 
one resident.

“With everything going 
on in the world, I heard that 
loud ‘BOOM’ and immediately 
thought ‘bomb,’ ” said local 
Carina Wexler, who was walk-
ing home with her 6-year-old 
son. “The whole block shook 
and there was a ton of smoke. 
I grabbed my son and just 
started running as fast as I 
could.”

A fl eet of fi re trucks arrived 
on 45th Street between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues shortly 
before the blasts as some 
residents’ carbon monoxide 
alarms went off. Firefi ghters 
were in the middle of evacuat-

ing a handful of homes when 
the fi rst manhole shot into the 
sky just after 6 pm, according 
to one evacuee who was stand-
ing a few feet away. 

“I watched it shoot up and 
thought, ‘That is going to do 
some serious damage,’ ” said 
Matt Landolf, who was forced 
to fl ee his home with his shoe-
less 8-year-old daughter and 
13-year-old son.

Fortunately, the manhole 
didn’t land on anyone and 
narrowly missed crushing 
a car. The eruption blew out 
the window of a nearby home 
and littered stoops with metal 
shrapnel. Residents’ lights 
fl ickered and one woman 
watched her dinning room 
chandelier sway as the house 
shook.

“I felt everything shud-
der,” said Marie Moore, who 
was eating dinner when she 
felt the explosion. “I came out-
side and knew something was 
going on when I saw all of the 
commotion.” 

Then a second eruption 

rocked the block about 20 min-
utes later. The blast blew out 
a window of a parked van and 
littered nearby stoops with 

metal shards.
Thick smoke poured out of 

the manholes and fl ooded into 
the open doors and windows of 

evacuated homes. The fumes 
fogged the block, as police sent 
gawking locals inside and told 

BOOM!: A blast heaved this manhole cover 10 feet into the air and blew out windows in a nearby parked car in 
Sunset Park on April 19.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Explosions rock Sunset Park 
Underground fi re blows off manhole covers, spews toxic smoke into homes

Continued on page 6
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Here it is in a nutshell: 
Prior to this amazing new 
technology, only two options 
existed for tooth replacement 
procedures — either dentures 
or implants. Everyone knows 
how uncomfortable dentures 
are, and implants require a 
complicated surgical inter-
vention performed under an-
esthesia. Furthermore, the 
implant process is very long, 
not guaranteed to work, com-
plicated, and not cheap.

But now there is the at-
tractive glass abutment sys-
tem, ZX27.

When we call it a new 
method, we are distorting the 
facts to some degree, as the 
method was developed and 
patented in 1991, almost 25 
years ago by Hungarian den-
tal technician Laszio Nemth. 
Currently, this medical prod-
uct has been tried and tested 
and it has the highest interna-
tional quality certificate, ISO 
9002, and the European mark-
ing CE. It has been used with 
great success in Slovakia, 
Czech Republic, Poland, Swe-

den, Austria, Germany, Aus-
tralia, Spain, Italy, Ukraine, 
Russia, and other countries. 
This uniquely simple teeth 
recovery and prosthetic 
dentistry recently came to 
America. It allows us to avoid 
removable dentures and im-
plant surgeries. The results 
are the same, but there is no 
need to cut. In fact, this new 
FDA-approved method is the 
only reliable alternative to re-
movable dentures and implant 
surgeries, and it can literally 
make us happy and healthy 
very quickly and without any 
pain.

What is this amazing tech-
nology about?

Everything is very simple. 
You have developed gaps in 

your mouth and you need a 
bridge but you are lacking the 
abutments (support) teeth. 
Therefore, in order to avoid 
dentures or implants, the lit-
tle artificial glass abutment, 
ZX27, is custom-made for 
each patient to replace miss-
ing teeth. It has a concave 
surface and sits perfectly on 
the gum. The abutment is se-
curely mounted on the fixed 
prosthesis, which is typically 
cemented afterwards. What 
is more important, the bridge 
can have any length, and with 
glass abutment there is no le-
verage effect (meaning teeth 
don’t break).

Everything genius is simple. 
Is this abutment made 

from regular glass?

Definitely not. Regular 
glass does not combine good 
fusibility and high chemical 
resistance when heated. Reg-
ular glass may fracture and 
develop hairline cracks, and 
regular glass exhibits high 
chemical solubility. As a re-
sult, toxic substances such as 
lead or barium would migrate 
from glass into the saliva.

When developing glass abut-
ment, almost all known materi-
als were tested: metals, plastics 
and ceramics. However, none 
of them could achieve full 
contract between the internal 
glass surface and gum.

It took many tests before 
the durable chemically in-
ert and specifically enriched 
glass ZX27 was chosen in ad-
dition to regular components. 
It has small quantities of zinc, 
magnesium, and boron triox-
ide b203 to neutralize alkaline 
oxides in glass additives. At 
the same time, harmful bar-
ium and led were removed.  
ZX27 abutment has no prob-
lems maintaining contact 
with the mucosal lining the 

jaw. It has a perfectly smooth 
surface without scratches 
and mechanical damage.

Glass abutment (support) 
doesn’t irritate the gums. 
On the contrary, it provides 
micro-massaging to the mu-
cosal lining to prevent atro-
phies and decubitus sores. It 
promotes local bone cone con-
densing and protects dental 
enamel by balancing the pres-
sure on supporting teeth.

With the special composi-
tion of the glass, the abutment 
is very healthy. It is easily 
washed with silica. It causes 
no allergies and has less im-
pact on the mucosal lining 
than chewing gum.

Like any other treatment, 
it has certain indications and 
contraindications. However, 
as evidenced, it has unlim-
ited potential and it often be-
comes a lifesaver for a doctor 
and patient.

If you have any questions 
about this procedure at M&M 
Dental, please call us at (718) 
853–5777, or visit the website 
www.zx27us.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

New glass abutment system only available at M&M Dental!

Before After

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn 
& Staten 
Island 
Over 
20 Years

office 718.442.4528

Residential & Commercial

GET READY 
 FOR SPRING AND SUMMER!

Interiors  Exteriors
Fences-Wrought Iron Decks
Clean Outs Specialty Effects

Handyman Color Consultations
Quick & Reliable

NIEBERG MIDWOOD CHAPEL, INC 

has relocated to
60 Brighton 11th Street, Brooklyn, NY 

(1 Block from Emmons Avenue)

Our telephone number remains the same

718-377-2700

Still owned and operated 
by the Nieberg Family
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Time to plant some

The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) is issuing a significant Request for 
Proposals (“RFP”) for the development, operation, and maintenance of a food service facility in WNYC 
Transmitter Park, Brooklyn

All proposals submitted in response to this RFP must be submitted no later than Monday, June 5th, 2017 
at 3:00 PM. There will be a recommended site visit on Thursday, May 18th, 2017 at 2:00 PM.  We will be 
meeting at the proposed concession site at 10 Kent Street, Brooklyn, NY 11222 (Block # 2556 & Lot # 
41).  If you are considering responding to this RFP, please make every effort to attend this recommended 
meeting.

Hard copies of the RFP can be obtained, at no cost, commencing on Thursday, April 20th, 2017 through 
Monday, June 5th, 2017, between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, excluding weekends and holidays, 
at the Revenue Division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, which is located at 
830 Fifth Avenue, Room 407, New York, NY 10065.

The RFP is also available for download, on Thursday, April 20th, 2017 through Monday, June 5th, 2017, 
on Parks� website.  To download the RFP, visit http://www.nyc.gov/parks/businessopportunities and 
click on the “Concessions Opportunities at Parks” link. Once you have logged in, click on the “download” 
link that appears adjacent to the RFP�s description.  

For more information or to request to receive a copy of the RFP by mail, prospective proposers may 
contact Eric Weiss, Project Manager, at (212) 360-3483 or at eric.weiss@parks.nyc.gov

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD)
212-504-4115

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about high-speed internet!

The buses of tomorrow hit the 
streets of Brooklyn last week, provid-
ing the same wireless internet access 
to above-ground commuters that sub-
way straphangers have enjoyed since 
January.

Three new buses fl ush with wire-
less internet and digital charging 
ports arrived in Brooklyn as part of 
the initial rollout of some 86 shiny new 
people haulers, which will continue to 
be introduced at a rate of three to fi ve 
buses per week until mid-October.

The web-surfi ng shuttles will 
serve the B4, B8, B9, B11, B16, B35, 
B37. B43, B61, B63, B67, B68, B69, and 
B70 lines. 

The transit authority’s new toys are 
part of a $1.3 billion state investment 

in the city’s bus fl eet, which will cul-
minate in 2,042 new future-ready land 
crawlers by 2022. 

The authority also plans to retrofi t 
existing buses with the same digital-
age amenities as the new shuttles, in 
addition to erecting partitions wall-
ing off drivers from the masses and 
installing security cameras that will 
“enhance the safety of both bus opera-
tors and passengers,” according to the 
governor’s offi ce.

Additional future-tech on the hori-
zon for Brooklyn buses includes a col-
lision avoidance system the transit au-
thority hopes will prevent some 1,600 
buses from colliding with stuff annu-
ally by mid-2018, and digital informa-
tion screens displaying route informa-
tion and travel advisories planned for 
some 3,600 busses by 2020.

Street surfi ng
Internet-equipped buses hit Brooklyn streets

HARD DRIVE: A fl eet of new internet-equipped buses are coming to lines across the bor-
ough before the end of October. Metropolitan Transportation Authority

THE CAVALRY: A fl eet of fi retrucks responded to the blasts that spewed toxic smoke into 
the street and nearby homes. Matt Landolf

them to close their doors. 
Firefi ghters got the scene under 

control and allowed the evacuees back 
into their homes just after 9 pm, but 
the power went out shortly after and 
stayed out until roughly 5 am — though 
some were still without power until 

the next day — according to Landolf. 
And another neighbor is dealing with 
a fl ooded basement after a pipe burst 
during the ordeal, he said. 

The series of events were triggered 
by an electrical fi re, said a Consoli-
dated Edison rep on the scene. Utility 
workers on April 20 ventured below 
ground and hauled out fried electrical 
cable. Repairs may take several days, 
according to the rep. 

Continued from page 2

EXPLOSIONS

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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Learn more about our LOW-COST health plan 
for eligible individuals!

The Essential Plan
���������	�
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������!��"��#����

��������	
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based on income
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������	����������������


��������"���"�����	�����������������������

Enroll ALL YEAR LONG!

��$#������������������ Doctor visits (including specialists), lab tests and X-rays, 
hospital care, prescription drugs, and more.

%������������#���������������$�� Choose your doctor from Fidelis Care’s 
���������	
������	��������	�����	���	���	������	��	�������������

How do I Qualify? Call Fidelis Care to learn more!

Questions? Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to 
����������	�
�������	�����	�������������������	�����

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
��������	����
����������
�
��������
���
������	��������
������������
���	��� 
visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

&'((('
)%*+)��,����������-���
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Theft in black
Bandits with a particular sense 

of fashion stole several black shirts 
from a Flatbush Avenue on April 
19.

Police say the looters entered the 
store near Avenue U around 6:10 pm 
and took several designer shirts, all 
in the same color, off store shelves. 
The sneaks left the location just min-
utes later with their $2,167 worth of 
ill-gotten duds, according to cops. 

Prowling theft
A marauder stole gadgets and 

some gym gear from a car parked 
on New York Avenue sometime 
overnight on April 21. 

The owner told police that he 
parked his vehicle near Avenue J 
around 3 am, and later that day, at 
noon, he discovered his gym bag 
missing, which included his porta-
ble media player, headphones, a face 
shield, and some cigars, according 
to cops. 

Left unattended
A sly thief snatched valuables 

from a woman’s bag at an Avenue U 
department store on April 22.

The victim told cops that she put 
her bag down in the store near Flat-
bush Avenue around 2:30 pm and left 
it unattended. At around 6:30 pm she 
retrieved her tote but noticed sev-
eral items she had inside — includ-
ing jewelry, debit cards, and identifi -
cation cards — were missing.

Mom robbed
Someone swiped a woman’s bag 

from her car parked on Avenue K on 
April 22. 

The woman told police she had 
just parked her vehicle near E. 46th 
Street around the 7 am and went in-
side to get her kids ready for school. 
When she returned to her car about 
10 minutes later, she found the pas-
senger-side window smashed and 
the bag she left sitting on front seat 
gone. 

Cops said the punk got away with 
two smartphones, a bank card, and 
a credit card, which were inside the 
bag, according to the report.

Not so fast
Cops busted a man who they say 

tried to walk off an Avenue U de-
partment store on April 19 with a 
laundry bag full of items.

Police said the man entered 
the retailer near Flatbush Avenue 
around 9:59 pm and placed about 
$2,700 worth of items into a black 
laundry bag and tried to leave. 
Store security stopped him and also 
discovered a screwdriver he had on 
him, according to police. 

Cops apprehended the suspect 

minutes later, according to the re-
port.

Shop and lifted
Police arrested a woman trying 

to fl ee from an Avenue U depart-
ment store on April 17 with stolen 
clothing.

Cops said the lady walked into 
the store near Flatbush Avenue 
around 8:40 pm, lifted several gar-
ments, and left the store minutes 
later. Cops caught up with the 
woman at 10 pm and apprehended 
her, according to the report. 

— Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Bar brawl
A pair of bozos brawled in a Fifth 

Avenue bar after an argument over 
sports escalated on April 22. 

One of the goons told police the 
pair are actually friends, but after 
a few drinks at their local watering 
hole between 86th and 87th streets 
at 11 pm the two began arguing 
about sports. Clearly unhappy with 
his friend’s opinon, one nogoodnik 
grabbed a bottle and struck him in 
the face, said police. The blow sliced 
open the man’s lip and cheek, ac-
cording to a police report.

The bottle-wielding baddie fl ed 
the bar and sped off in a blue pickup 
truck, offi cials said. 

Car heist 
A bandit busted into a man’s car 

parked on 77th Street and made off 
with cash and electronics sometime 
overnight on April 18.

The man told police he parked 
his gray car between Third and 
Fourth avenues at 7 pm. But when 
he returned at 9 am the next day, he 
discovered that the passenger-side 
window was shattered and car had 
been plundered, authorities said. 

The crook grabbed an iPod and 
$50 stashed in a cupholder, accord-
ing to a police report. 

Rear window 
A not-so-stealthy burglar was 

spotted by an observant neighbor 
while breaking into a Bay Ridge Av-
enue apartment on April 17.

The witness told police that she 
was looking out her window facing 
the street between Ridge Boulevard 
and Third Avenue at 10:30 pm when 
she spotted a man climb up the fi re 

escape and force open a window. 
She watched the man grab a laptop 
from the living room table and fl ee 
the scene, said police.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Suckerpunch
A baddie punched a senior in an 

18th Avenue bodega on April 21.
The bruiser approached the man 

in the store between 81st and 82nd 
streets at 8 am, said police. The 
brute yelled “I will mess you up,” 
before punching the 65-year-old 
man in the jaw, according to a po-
lice report. 

The villain sped off in an un-
known direction, offi cials said.

Ambush 
A group of goons viciously 

stabbed and beat a man on McDon-
ald Avenue on April 23.

The man told police he was be-
tween Avenue P and Quentin Road 
at 3 am when he got into an argu-
ment with one of the brutes. The al-
tercation escalated when the brute 
punched him in the nose, then a 
group of nearby ruffi ans began hit-
ting and stabbing him with an un-
known object, according to a police 
report. 

The man’s friends fought off the 
brutes and drove him to Coney Is-
land Hospital for treatment, offi -
cials said. 

Reach for the sky
Two punks robbed a guy at the 

intersection of First Avenue and W. 
Seventh Street on April 20.

The man told police that he was 
walking home when he was stopped 
by two ruffi ans who pressed an ob-
ject against his back and demanded 
he put his hands up and freeze, of-
fi cials said. One nogoodnik rum-
maged through his pocket and 
swiped his cellphone and wallet, 
which was packed with bank cards 
and cash, said police. 

One of the weasels proceeded to 
whack the man over the head and 
fl ed down the block, according to a 
police report. 

Ransacked 
Thieves tossed a woman’s 83rd 

Street apartment on April 17.
The woman told police upon ar-

riving at her home between Bay 
Parkway and 23rd Avenue at 3 pm, 

that she discovered the front door 
unlocked. When she went into her 
bedroom, the air conditioner had 
been kicked in from the fi re escape 
and the room was ransacked. 

It was unclear what was taken, 
offi cials said. 

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Psycho ex-boyfriend
A fi end broke his ex-girlfriend’s 

hand and threatened to kill her on 
Ocean Parkway on April 16.

The brute approached his for-
mer lover between Avenues W and 
X just after midnight and slammed 
her against a fence so hard that he 
broke her hand, according to a po-
lice report. 

The lowlife threatened to kill the 
woman and her family and smashed 
her phone when she tried to dial 911, 
the victim told police. 

Protective parents 
A woman and her boyfriend beat 

the tar out of her daughter’s ex-boy-
friend at W. 11th Street on April 19. 

The victim was walking be-
tween Avenues W and X when he 
was stopped by his ex-girlfriend’s 
mother and her partner at 6:30 pm, 
who warned him to stay away from 
her daughter and threatened him, 
authorities said. The pair began 
beating the man, punching and 
kicking him several times, accord-
ing to a police report. 

The woman’s boyfriend then 
pulled out a knife and slashed the 
victim’s hand, offi cials said. 

Purse snatcher
Two cads shoved a woman to the 

ground and snatched her purse at 
the intersection of W. Third Street 
and W. Brighton Avenue on April 19.

The woman told police she was 
walking on W. Brighton Avenue at 2 
pm when she was suddenly slammed 
into the ground, cracking a tooth 
and scraping her forehead. 

The thieves grabbed the pocket-
book and booked it out of there, said 
police. 

Whipping boy 
Police arrested a man who they 

say whipped another man in the 
face with a belt after he demanded 
cash on Mermaid Avenue on April 
20.

The victim was between W. 28th 
and W. 29th streets at 8:30 pm when 
the suspect approached and de-
manded $10, according to a police 
report. 

When the victim refused, he was 
struck in the face with the belt as 
the man again demanded he cough 
up the cash, authorities said. 

— Caroline Spivack
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For the aches and pains—and those things you can’t explain—EmblemHealth off ers a choice of 
quality, aff ordable health insurance plans. With dental and vision benefi ts and a large network of 

primary care physicians and specialists, we provide the coverage you need for life’s growing pains.
Find your plan at emblemhealth.com or call 1-877-411-EMBLEM.

COVERAGE FOR
SORE PARTS 

RACING
HEARTS 

X-RAYS AND
 SICK DAYS.

Health Plans. For Now, For Life.

NY Life Extension Center – 1942 E. 8th St., Brooklyn (Btw S &T)
Open 11am Mon.–Sat.  NYLifex.com  718-376-8317

NY’S BEST SELECTION AND PRICING ON VITAMINS AND SUPPLEMENTS
Licensed Nutritionist For Over Thirty Years

We help you take the correct supplements for your own unique needs
FREE Fresh Wheatgrass Shots

Brooklyn’s NY Life Extension Center has
Professional Formulas NOT available at Amazon

PLUS
 TA65 for your Telomeres 
 Nicotinamide Riboside 
for Turbocharged Cell 
Energy!

Do you take vitamins?
Missing the new anti-aging supplements?

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court
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SHOPPING FOR
CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

20
52

64

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate 
auto customers for policies written in 2014. Actual savings will vary. 
Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL © 2015 Allstate 
Insurance Co.

Put your policy to the test.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved 
an average of $446* a year. So when 
you’re shopping for car insurance, call 
me first. You could be surprised by how 
much you’ll save.

David Cohen, CPCU, CFP®
718-859-7900
464 Kings Hwy.
Brooklyn
davidcohen@allstate.com

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$446$AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

Geico saved $ 440*
on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $395* on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $431 * on average with Allstate

*446

Entrance on Lake Street.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Developers seeking to build two con-
troversial towers a stone’s throw from 
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden pulled 
their application for a zoning variance 
hours before Community Board 9’s 
Land Use Committee was expected to 
decide on the matter. 

Cornell Realty gave no reason for 
its decision to cut and run in a let-
ter informing the Department of City 
Planning of its change of plans, but 
area activists believe an online peti-
tion condemning the development that 
 gained 4,000 signatures in a matter of 
days  had something to do with it. 

“I think the petition did a wonder-
ful job,” said Alicia Boyd, who heads 
the group Movement to Protect the 
People, an “anti-gentrifi cation” group 
that feared the towers would cast dan-
gerous shadows over the park. “We 
got over 4,000 signatures in less than 
seven days. It was very impressive.”

Cornell was seeking a zoning vari-
ance through Mayor DeBlasio’s Man-
datory Inclusionary Housing program 
that would allow the developer to erect 
two 175-foot-tall towers at 40 Crown St. 
and 931 Carroll St. near Franklin Ave-
nue in exchange for providing 152 of its 
518 units at a below-market rate. 

Current laws restrict building 
heights around Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden — where the shadows cast by 
skyscrapers can deprive plants of sun-
light, potentially hurting them.

Cornell Realty conducted several 

city mandated shadow studies it claims 
proved the buildings would not harm 
the garden’s leafy attractions, accord-
ing to garden spokeswoman Elizabeth 
Reina-Longoria.

But that study only accounted for 
the 175-feet of development rights Cor-
nell sought through its zoning request, 
and failed to account for any bulkheads, 
which shelter rooftop mechanical 
equipment and can add an additional 40 
feet to the top of a building,  and oppo-
nents fear shadows cast by those would 
leave the gardens in darkness for far 
longer than the few minutes the devel-
oper’s analysis predicted.

“They wouldn’t have been shadows 
for minutes,” said area resident Lor-
raine Thomas, “they would have been 
shadows for hours.”

That’s the argument that drew 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden lovers 
the world over to sign the change.
org petition created in opposition 
to the development, which included 
signatures of plant fans from dis-
tant locales including Manchester, 
England; Sun City, Ariz.; and even 
Brooklyn, Ark. — population 1,642 
— where one man wrote “Enough is 
enough!”

Boyd fi gures the petition would 
have made it next to impossible for 
Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo (D-
Crown Heights), who has a big say on 
zoning change requests in her district, 
to support the plan. 

GAR-DONE!GAR-DONE!
Developer nixes plan to build towers 

near Brooklyn Botanic Garden

SEEING ORANGE: An urban planner with the Brooklyn Anti-Gentrifi cation Network created 
these renderings based on development rights sought by Cornell Realty to show the poten-
tial impact of two new properties planned for Franklin Avenue. The renderings are not based 
on actual designs submitted by the developer. Photo by Fernando Canteli de Castro

Continued on page 25
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Breakthrough FDA Approved 
Treatment For Gum Disease

MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

2272 Hendrickson Street Brooklyn, NY 11234 
www.MarineParkPerio.com

—CALL FOR YOUR CONSULATION TODAY—

LANAP laser gum treatment that can 
zap away Gum Disease! 

We have treated hundreds of cases 
with no cutting or with sutures. 

The results are incredible 
with minimal discomfort and fast healing.

LANAP

Laser Assisted
New Attachment Procedure
The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery

*First & only FDA Approved 
laser gum treatment procedure.

LOANS AVAILABLE 

$15,000

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

Have more Buying Power with a 
Higher Credit Score

Only $99.00 a month
RESULTS GUARANTEED!

No start up fees
Our staff  has over 20 years of experience 

helping people like you obtain
a HIGHER credit score.

For more information call Jim @ 718-948-2022
www.creditrepairleader.com
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FLIPFLIPCall us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

aid has left many faith-based organi-
zations that helped storm victims af-
ter Sandy  cut off from help from the 
federal government and struggling to 
navigate the recovery process . 

“We lost all of our paper work. We 
had nine feet of water, all of our doc-
umentation was destroyed with the 
fl ood,” said Bishop Waylyn Hobbs 
Jr. of the Coney Island Cathedral on 
Mermaid Avenue near W. 29th Street. 
“That made the process very challeng-
ing.”  

Damage at Coney Island Cathedral 
was appraised at roughly $400,000 after 
the storm, according to Bishop Hobbs. 
And to add insult to injury, the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency 
only offered a small business loan at a 
three-percent interest rate.

“I defi nitely wasn’t pleased with 
the offer,” said Bishop Hobbs. “It didn’t 
make a difference if you were a be-
liever or not when we were helping 
people. I think the government really 
needs to revisit how they deal with 
houses of worship after storms.” 

Now, fi ve years later, and even with 
a $200,000 grant from the aid organiza-
tion Samaritan’s Purse, there is still 

repair work to be done at the church. 
And dozens of other places of worship 
across the borough and city are in the 
same situation. 

To better prepare those more-
than-1,300 houses of worship in the 
city’s coastal fl ood zone for future 
emergencies, the report proposed a 
blueprint of sorts to help the city, faith-
based organizations, and other groups 
better coordinate their resources and 
improve communication among them-
selves. 

“We have to see ourselves as a web, 
if you will, between government, the 
non-profi t sector, and faith communi-
ties, because working together is the 
only way our communities will be 
more resilient for disasters to come,” 
said Peter Gudaitis, the executive di-
rector of New York Disaster Inter-
faith Services, an organization of 
faith-based social service providers 
and charitable organizations. “These 
aren’t just places where people wor-
ship, they are the fabric, the glue that 
holds communities together.” 

The task force is in the process of 
taking an offi cial record of the services 
houses of worship provided as well as 
the damage they suffered through in-
terviews and by piecing together the 
scattered records.  

Continued from cover 

TASK FORCE

Representatives from various city 
agencies were there to hear the com-
plaints and answer questions. The dep-
uty commissioner for the Department 
of Design and Construction — who 
was hired to aid the Build it Back pro-
gram — acknowledged their frustra-
tion, and promised to do what he can 
to move things along.

“As far as I’m concerned, you have 
gone through everyone, and everyone 
has told you a billion stories,” said dep-
uty commissioner Luis Mendes. “One 
thing I’m not going to do is lie to you, 
and I surely will push the buildings de-
partment for certain approvals for cer-
tain things.”

But it’s not surprising that so many 
families seem to be just waiting for 
things to happen —  many of the prob-
lems have to do with red tape that 
holds up the work, said Councilman 
Alan Maisel  (D–Gerritsen Beach.)  

“Bureaucratic problems — they all 
fall under the same category,” he said. 

“It has a lot to do building department 
regulations. It’s a complicated pro-
cess.”

 Gerritsen Beach has been plagued 
with recovery problems  from the get-
go. Residents felt  overrun by contrac-
tors blocking the neighborhood’s fa-
mously narrow streets  — in one case 
even preventing a child with autism 
from getting to school. And in June 
2016, allegedly careless construction 
workers led to  the collapse of a Beacon 
Court home . 

ACTIVE LISTENING: State Sen. Marty Golden 
hosted a town hall event to discuss ongoing 
problems with recovering from Hurricane 
Sandy.   Community News Group / Julianne Cuba 

Continued from cover

BUILD IT BACKUP

LONG WAY TO GO: Councilman Mark Treyger announced the results of a city report looking 
at how well houses of worship recovered from Hurricane Sandy, and made the announce-
ment at Coney Island Cathedral.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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 1750 86th St., Brooklyn, NY • 718-680-2121 | 1609 Ave Z, Brooklyn, NY • 718-934-6809
www.brfcu.org 

Gene Brody (left) Congratulate his successor, Anthony Grigos (right) 
after his appointment, as the new President? CEO of Bay Ridge 

Federal Credit Union

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities,  
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid  
counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They were all BIG winners!

Sheepshead Bay’s Bay Improvement 
Group handed out awards to four hometown 
heroes for their service and dedication to 
the community during the Annual BIG Os-
car Awards Dinner for Distinguished Com-
munity Service at a packed Il Fornetto res-
taurant on April 20. 

Veteran fi refi ghter Gregory Santangelo 
took home his trophy for saving two people 
from a burning building last year, and was 
honored to be recognized — though there’s 
no better feeling than saving a life, he said. 

“It was very generous, a very nice thing 
that they did,” said Marine Parker Santan-
gelo, from Ladder 153 in Gravesend. “It was 
rewarding that they were helped, that I was 
able to help them.”

About 60 people packed the Emmons Av-
enue eatery for a night of music, dancing, 
and a delicious four-course meal — and a tal-
ented comedic magician even visited from 
Atlantic City to wow the crowd, said the 
president of the Bay Improvement Group. 

“It was awesome, really great people, 
good feedback,” said Steve Barrison, who 
gave a State of the Bay Address about what’s 
been going on in the nabe. “He was very 
funny.” 

The other recipients included Police Of-
fi cer Nick Felix, Jr., from the 61st Precinct, 
Principal Tamika Harding, who accepted 
the award on behalf of local school PS 052, 
and the Bay Improvement Group’s own trea-
surer JoAnn Pino.

Bay Improvement Group hands out awards! 

HOMETOWN HERO: Ari Kagan (left) and Bay Improvement Group president Steve Barrison (right) present the award for Distin-
guished Community Service to Marine Park fi refi ghter Gregory Santangelo on April 20.  Photo by Jon Farina
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�rooklyn:

home of coney island,  
 the brooklyn bridge, 

and now 
newyork-presbyterian   
brooklyn methodist hospital.

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being 

part of NewYork-Presbyterian. We’ve expanded our services and added more 

world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine. They join the skilled 

doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn
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Exceptional
Kitchen & Bath 
Remodels

Imagine 
the convenience. 

Imagine the beauty. 

Imagine the luxury. 

Your 
kitchen and bath 
can be everything 

you’ve 
always imagined, 

for a price 
that’s 

far less than 
you’d ever expect.

We provide both the design expertise and expert installation 
to make your vision a seamless reality

917-716-9920Fully Licensed and Insured 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was fun, rain or shine! 

The annual Earth Day cel-
ebration at the Salt Marsh Na-
ture Center on April 22 had 
a different vibe this year, as 
rain fell from the sky, rather 
than the usual sunbeams 
warming the center’s sprawl-
ing grounds. But it was still 
a celebration of Mother Na-
ture — and all her fl aws — and 
more than 60 fl ower children 
still enjoyed the dances and 
music, albeit indoors, said one 
of the longtime organizers. 

“We actually had to go in-
side because of the rain,” said 
Gail Kroog, director of the 
Brooklyn Dance Center. “Ev-
erybody seemed to really en-
joy it. It was intimate, but still 
a beautiful setting.”

The nature center opened 
on Earth Day 17 years ago on 
what was “formerly a waste-
land fi lled with trash and 
abandoned cars,” according to 
friends group The Salt Marsh 
Alliance. And starting a few 
years after that, families and 
children have gathered at the 

grounds every April to honor 
the Earth. 

Roman “Redhawk” Perez 
of the Caribbean-native Taino 
Nation sounded off a cere-

monial blessing by blowing 
into a conch shell, and danc-
ers from the Brooklyn Dance 
Center performed moves cho-
reographed to go along with 

the earthy celebrations — ev-
erything always fi ts harmo-
niously together, said Kroog, 
who is from Marine Park. 

“All in celebration of Earth 

Day,” she said. “We all do this 
every year together, we collab-
orate. It’s nice, it’s all together, 
dancing, singing, and then 
just nice storytelling.”

Honoring Mother Earth

EARTH TONES: (Above) Roman “Redhawk” Perez of the Caribbean-native 
Taino Nation blows the conch shell. (Left) The Brooklyn Dance Ensemble 
performs during the Earth Day celebration.  Photos by Steve Solomonson 

Earth Day at the Salt Marsh Nature Center
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Nerds rule!

Eggheads at New York Uni-
versity’s Tandon School of En-
gineering showed off their lat-
est gizmos and gadgets at the 
school’s fourth-annual Engi-
neering Research Expo on 
April 21 at Metro Tech, where 
heads of departments paraded 
their students’ latest innova-
tions before a crowd of lay-
men, showing up colleagues 
through the triumphs of their 
star pupils.

“It’s basically them show-
ing our projects are cooler,” 
said Kurt Becker, a vice dean 
at the school better known as 
Polytechnic. 

And there was some pretty 
nifty tech on display, includ-
ing communication equip-
ment designed for Mars 
rovers, a concrete spewing 
three-dimensional printer, 
and a submarine designed for 

the liquid hydrocarbon seas of 
Titan, Saturn’s most exciting 
moon.

There were also lots and 
lots of robots, and the autono-
mous constructs couldn’t help 
but steal the show, according 
to Becker. 

“The robots get a lot of at-
tention,” he said.

One team of engineers 
demonstrated its study of the 
physical movements of a bi-
pedal droid, called Darwin, 
which they had analyzed and 
mapped using a three-dimen-
sional computer program that 
allowed them to compare the 
robot’s mechanical gait to the 
more fl uid stride of a human.

In English, they were try-
ing to get the robot to walk 
like a man.

“By understanding how a 
human can do that, we can ap-
ply the same principal to a ro-
botic platform,” said Dr. Car-

lotta Mummolo, who led the 
team scrutinizing the robot’s 
walk.

Expo visitors were also 
invited to play guinea pig by 
taking command of a rover 
through an iPad interface as 
brainacs studied how easily 
they were able to get it to do 
what they want, according to 
one of its creators.

“If you want robots to get 
into society, you don’t want 
it to be too complicated,” said 
graduate student Sai Krish-
namoorthy.

But not everything on dis-
play at the university’s en-
gineering expo was user 
friendly, and many of the 
school’s tech-minded scholars 
stumbled over incomprehen-
sible jargon as they attempted 
to explain their research to a 
not-as-savvy crowd, Becker 
acknowledged, something the 
teams have to work on.

“For the engineering stu-
dents that is the hardest part,” 
he said. “When they go out to 
the real world they need to be 
able to communicate with peo-
ple of other disciplines.”

A panel of judges named 
three projects winners at the 
end of the expo, basing their 
decisions on the exhibits’ po-
tential societal impact, cre-
ativity, and the quality of pre-
sentation.

This year’s winners in-
cluded a project demonstrat-
ing the potential impact of 
computer modeling on brain-

growth research, technology 
that could reduce the effect 
of background noise on peo-
ple with hearing aids, and a 
new method for probing the 
dark corners of the internet 
in search of human traffi ck-
ers.

But if Becker had his way, 
everyone would have left with 
a prize, he said.

“I would hate to be a judge 
myself,” said Becker. “I would 
give the fi rst prize to almost 
everybody.”

Free lunch was also pro-
vided at the V.I.P. tent.

A MODEL STUDENT: Han Guo and professor Weihua Jin show off their 
snazzy 3D printer at New York Unversity’s engineering expo. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Show ’n’ tell-igence
Polytechnic’s eggheads show 

off their incredible tech

Main Stage Multiple Bands: Flight of Sound, The Blue Meanies, Robert Santa, plus - PS 52 Choir

26TH

BAYFEST 2017
United We Stand

  BAYFEST 2017                                   Kings Auto Group                  www.BigBayFest.org

BayFest is produced each year by Bay Improvement Group (BIG), a 501(c)3 coalition of residents, businesses, and community groups dedicated  to the preservation, revitalization, and planning of Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn.
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When you want the best taste and the highest  
quality, our premium meats are as fresh as it gets. 

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 9am – 8pm, Sun. 9am – 6pm

This Week’s Special 

ORGANIC WHOLE CHICKEN  
$319 PER LB.

LEGS (DRUMSTICKS) $279 PER LB.

ATLAS MEATS
M

A
RK

ET
-F

RE
SH

M E A T  M A R K E T

Fresh Fruits  
& Vegatables  

Everyday

387 Ave. X (Between E. 1st & 2nd) 347-915-2000

We deliver 
everywhere  
in Brooklyn 

FREE

JAZZ  
NIGHT
7:30pm-9:30pm  
Every Thursday
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Goldys Dental Offi ce
7801 20th Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11214

We provide all phases of dentistry 

only 8 hours
7 days

OUR PRICES ARE VERY REASONABLE

Make an appointment today!

347-462-9557 
Walk-ins welcome. MON–SUNDAY
Credit cards & most insurances accepted

$95
MEMBERSHIP

$75
Exam

X-Rays
1x Prophylaxis 

Fluoride Treatment 

KIDS SPECIAL

WE MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION
W/ STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT

NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING, MAY 8TH, 2017
INTENT TO AWARD AS A CONCESSION THE RENOVATION, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE 

OF A SNACK BAR AT COLUMBUS PARK, BROOKLYN, TO NUCHAS CP LLC.

NOTICE OF A JOINT PUBLIC HEARING of the Franchise and Concession Review Committee and the 
New York City Department of Parks & Recreation to be held on Monday, May 8th, 2017 at 2 Lafayette 
Street, 14th Floor Auditorium, Borough of Manhattan, commencing at 2:30 p.m. relative to:

INTENT TO AWARD as a concession the renovation, operation, and maintenance of a snack bar at 
Columbus Park, Brooklyn for a twelve (12) year term, to Nuchas CP LLC (“Nuchas”). Compensation to 
the City will be as follows: for each operating year, Nuchas shall pay to the City a license fee consisting 
of the greater of annual minimum fees (Year 1 - $60,000, Year 2 - $63,000 Year 3 - $66,150, Year 4 -
$69,458, Year 5 - $72,930, Year 6 - $76,577, Year 7 - $80,406, Year 8 - $84,426, Year 9 - $88,647, 
Year 10 - $93,080, Year 11 - $97,734, Year 12 - $102,620) vs. 10% of gross receipts.

A draft copy of the agreement may be reviewed or obtained at no cost, commencing Friday, April 21, 
2017, through Monday, May 8, 2017, between the hours of 9 am and 5 pm, excluding weekends and 
holidays at the New York City Department of Parks & Recreation, located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 
313, New York, NY 10065.

Individuals requesting Sign Language Interpreters should contact the Mayor�s Office of Contract 
Services, Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10007, (212) 788-7490, no later 
than SEVEN (7) BUSINESS DAYS PRIOR TO THE PUBLIC HEARING.

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The District Attorney’s of-
fi ce is launching a new policy 
aimed at helping immigrants 
convicted of low-level offenses 
avoid deportation. 

The policy seeks to protect 
the borough’s vulnerable for-
eign-born residents by trying 
to sidestep out-of-proportion 
immigration consequences 
for those charged with certain 
misdemeanors or nonviolent 
crimes, said the acting dis-
trict attorney. 

“Now, more than ever, we 
must ensure that a conviction, 
especially for a minor offense, 
does not lead to draconian 
consequences like deporta-
tion, which can be unfair, tear 
families apart, and destabilize 
communities and businesses,” 
said Eric Gonzalez. 

The policy aims to scale 
back the effects of criminal 
prosecution for immigrants by 
calling on hundreds of Brook-
lyn prosecutors to try to secure 
guilty pleas without using fed-
eral laws that could detain or 

deport the undocumented, or 
spell trouble for those look-
ing to become citizens. Un-
der President Trump and At-
torney General Jeff Sessions, 
the Department of Justice has 
prioritized the deportation of 
both undocumented and legal 
immigrants convicted of even 
low-level crimes.

Under Gonzalez’s new pol-
icy, borough prosecutors will 
be obligated to alert clients to 
potential immigration conse-
quences of their cases and — 
as long as it doesn’t compro-
mise public safety — work to 
achieve what the district at-
torney’s offi ce calls an “immi-
gration-neutral disposition.”

But some immigrant advo-
cates feel the policy doesn’t go 
far enough.

“Increased sensitivity to 
immigration consequences 
is a positive step” said Ward 
Oliver, a head attorney at the 
Legal Aid Society’s immigra-
tion law unit, “but we hope 
that their vision expands be-
yond low-level offenses to all 

situations where arbitrary 
decisions in prosecution and 
punishment — one day less 
in a jail sentence or a differ-
ent felony charge — can make 
the difference in whether an 
immigrant has the possibil-
ity of remaining in the United 
States.”

And some argue to policy is 
wrong-headed from he outset. 
Ridge Assembly member — 
and Republican mayoral can-
didate — Nicole Malliotakis 
slammed the policy as creat-
ing an unfair loophole that al-
lows immigrants to avoid pun-
ishment for their crimes.

“This unfairly creates two 
justice systems: one for citi-
zens, and one for illegal im-
migrants,” said Malliotakis 
(R–Bay Ridge), who offi cially 
fi led paperwork this week to 
run for mayor. “It is outra-
geous that a district attorney, 
whose job is to enforce the 
laws of our city and state and 
ensure that victims receive 
justice, would create a situa-
tion that allows an individual 

to plea down to a lesser crime 
simply because he or she is 
undocumented.” 

Gonzales stressed that the 
new policy won’t endanger 
the public, but rather create 
a more equitable approach for 
prosecuting immigrants. 

“Our goal is to enhance 

public safety and fairness in 
the criminal justice system 
and this policy complements, 
but does not compromise, this 
goal,” said Gonzales. “We will 
not stop prosecuting crimes, 
but we are determined to see 
that case outcomes are fair 
and just for everyone.”

IMMIGRANT PROTECTOR: Acting District Attorney Eric Gonzalez has a 
new policy to help immigrants avoid deportation when convicted of low-
level offenses. Brooklyn District Attorney’s offi ce

Sanctuary borough
DA aims to protect immigrants from deportation
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AN MCU PERSONAL LOAN IS...

A BRIGHT IDEA
Worry Less. Consolidate Your Bills.

R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

5.95%
APR*

*APR= Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic 
payroll deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discon-
tinue payment through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed 
at 5.95% APR. 5.95% APR available for amounts up to $15,000. Higher loan rates apply for amounts in excess of $15,000. Rates and terms are 
subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Start Fresh. Start Here.
nymcu.org/personal

Facebook.com/nymcu

@NYMCU_News
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Gala Dinner
& 

Award Ceremony
Thursday, June 1, 2017

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

For more information please call Jennifer Stern 
at 718-260-8302 

or email jstern@cnglocal.com

It was a wonderful 
feeling to be among so 
many strong and vibrant 
women who were making 
a difference everyday 
by their work for others. 
What a privilege 
to be recognized 
for my contribution 
to my community, 
my borough, my city!Marianne Nicolosi Maria Nitti

My experience with the 
Courier Life Women of 

Distinction was one that 
was truly admirable. 

Being a part of this 
extraordinary group 

of women who inspire 
the community is an 

incredible feeling. 
Congratulations to the 

Ladies of 2017!

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 2017 Women of Distinction

Grisel Amador
Rev. Elizabeth Butler, PhD
Heather Cuccia
Maria D’Alessandro
Anastasia D’Amato

Denise P. Levine
Hon. Katherine Levine
Violetta Livshiz
Katie Lusso
Aileen McKinnon

Kim Moore
Tonya Ores
Frances Schwartz
Yelena Sokolin
Lola Star

Marina Trofi mov
Candace Woodward
Pauline Yeung-Ha
Brigitte Zabbatino

Alberta Gulotta
Rev DeVanie Jackson
Diana Kane
Nella Khenkin
Pastor Amy Kienzle

HONOREES

Bay Ridge 
Medical Imaging

A nother Republican may-
oral candidate just threw 
her hat in the ring.

Assemblywoman Nicole 

Malliotakis, who represents 
the Rock-to-Ridge district, is 
offi cially running for mayor. 
Malliotakis now joins four 
other Grand Old Party hope-
fuls vying to replace Demo-
crat Mayor DeBlasio in 2018 
— the seven-year state legisla-
tor  fi led with the state Board of 
Elections to form a campaign 
committee, “Nicole for New 
York City,”  and registered 
with the city’s Campaign Fi-
nance Board on April 25. 

Malliotakis —  who made 
headlines when she and an-
other Staten Island pol sued the 
city to stop it from destroying 
IDNYC records from undocu-
mented immigrants  — has yet 
to make a formal announce-
ment, and previously said she 
would only make a run for the 
big chair if her friend, billion-
aire supermarket mogul John 

Catsimatidis, who ran in 2013, 
bowed out. But with no sign of 
Catsimatidis entering the race, 
Malliotakis said she is in it to 
win it — and vowed to hold Hiz-
zoner’s feet to the fi re.

“John’s a friend of mine, 
he’s a billionaire, and he is 
well known because he ran 
previously. I’m not looking to 
run against my friend, and 
I don’t think he is looking to 
run against his friend, either. 
Only way I get out of this race 
is if John decides to get in, but 
at this point it’s getting late. 
I called  him and I told him 
I was fi ling and moving for-
ward,” said Malliotakis dur-
ing a phone interview on April 
26. “I have a lot of ideas and a 
lot of concerns with the direc-
tion this mayor has taken us.”

One of the biggest issues 

Malliotakis has with DeBlasio 
is spending, she said.

“His solution to every prob-
lem has been to tax and spend. 
Putting money into a broken 
system. The answer to fi xing 
many of the problems is not to 
throw more money,” she said.

Malliotakis spoke at a 
Manhattan Republican Party 
forum on April 19 and asked 
for the organization’s sup-
port — she had to rush to de-
clare her candidacy and reg-
ister with the city’s Campaign 
Finance Board ahead of the 
meeting, or else she would 
not have been allowed to par-
ticipate, because just a media 
report isn’t good enough, said 
the Chairwoman of the Man-
hattan Republican Party.

“One story in the New York 
Post does not make you candi-
date,” said Adele Malpass. 

And Malliotakis, who is 
the daughter of immigrants 
— her father is from Greece 
and her mother a Cuban exile 
— is the only woman among 
the candidates — a distinc-
tion she is proud of, she said, 
but not what her campaign is 
all about. 

“A city like New York, that 

we haven’t had a female as 
mayor is sad — but that’s not 
the reason why people should 
vote for me,” she said. “People 
should vote for me because I 
have the ideas to ensure their 
tax dollars are spent properly.”

Malliotakis joins  my for-
mer girls soccer coach and 
millionaire real estate devel-
oper Paul Massey , former 
New York Jets defensive line-
man Rev. Michel Faulkner, 
Fox News pundit Bo Dietl, 
and most recently, millionaire 
businessman from California 
Roque “Rocky” De La Fu-

ente. 
DeBlasio is currently run-

ning unopposed in the Sep-
tember Democratic primary. 

Malliotakis will have some 
catching up to do in terms 
of fi nancing her campaign. 
Massey has $2,512,278 in his 
campaign coffers, Faulkner 
has $64,755, and Dietl has 
$390,471, according to city re-
cords. She plans to take part 
in the city’s matching-funds 
program, which matches 
small contributions from city 
residents at a $6-to-$1 rate.

But Malliotakis is not con-
cerned with getting into the 

race late in the game  — she be-
lieves she has more infl uence 
than the other candidates, in-
cluding Massey, she said.

“Despite all the money 
he has raised, he’s relatively 
unknown and has not really 
held the mayor accountable 
on many issues,” said Mall-
iotakis. “And the candidates 
currently haven’t been able to 
bring excitement to this race.”

Catsimatidis could not be 
reached for comment. 

• • •
Acting District Attorney 

Eric Gonzalez is running to 
win a full term on the job.

Gonzalez offi cially an-
nounced his candidacy to be-
come the borough’s Top Legal 
Eagle on April 26 in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, with $866,352 al-
ready in his campaign coffers. 

Gonzalez rose to the posi-
tion shortly before the late 
Ken Thompson’s death in Oc-
tober, when the ailing District 
Attorney tapped Gonzalez, his 
then-deputy, to fi ll his shoes 
— and Gonzalez vowed to con-
tinue the work he and his pre-
decessor did in offi ce, he said 
in an e-mailed press release 
announcing his campaign. 

Bay Ridge pol enters race for mayor 
PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA
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EMBARGO
PREVENTIVO DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Department of
Finance

Department of
Environmental Protection

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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MAX
Cumbo’s already con-

sidering redevelopment 
of the  historic Bedford-
Union Armory building 
in Crown Heights , and 
would have been hard 
pressed to support an-
other controversial de-
velopment with an elec-
tion just around the 
corner, Boyd said.

“She already has her 
hands full with the Ar-
mory and didn’t want to 
engage in another large 
fi ght,” Boyd said.

The news of Cornell’s 

sudden change of heart 
is a cause for celebration, 
according to Thomas, 
but her relief is likely to 
be temporary — the de-
veloper’s letter to the city 
noted it would resubmit 
its zoning application “af-
ter additional outreach to 
community stakeholders 
and elected offi cials” was 
conducted.

But when that hap-
pens, the developers will 
fi nd the same group of 
plant lovers ready and 
waiting, according to 
Thomas.

“When they come 
back, we’ll fi ght them 
again,” she said.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was like a spa day for 
Mother Earth!

A handful of do-good-
ers gussied up Marine 
Park’s large, eponymous 
green space on April 22, 
as part of “It’s My Park 
Day” hosted by the Ma-
rine Park Alliance. 

Volunteers got their 
hands dirty pulling 
weeds and sweeping up 
leaves inside the Fill-
more Avenue kid’s play-
ground. They had also 
planned to do a little 
painting to brighten up 
the grounds, but Mother 
Nature had a differ-
ent idea in mind when 
it started to rain, so 
that’s been postponed, 
said the president of the 
Flatland Lions. 

“We were just help-
ing cleaning up the park 
— beautifi cation,” said 
John Cucarese. “But 
because of the rain we 
weren’t able to do the 
painting, but we’ll do 
that another day.”

One of the volunteers 
was especially happy to 
see the fruits of his la-

bor — fl owers he planted 
from a previous visit 
were starting to bloom 
for the spring, and the 
park defi nitely looked a 
little cleaner after the few 
hours of work, said Canar-
sie resident Jah-ni Fleary, 
who is a part of the NYPD 
Explorer program.  

“When we were done 
we took a look at it and 
it seemed less dirty,” 
he said.  “Last time we 
planted some fl owers 
and buds — I saw a few 
of them and I was sur-
prised.”

Volunteers tidy up 
Marine Park for 

Earth Day

DIGGING UP DIRT: NYPD Ex-
plorer Jah-ni Fleary helped 
clean up in Marine Park on 
April 22.  Photo by Jon Farina

Continued from page 2

GARDEN

BEAUTIFICATION: Volunteers help gussy up the park. 
 Photo by Jon Farina



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 28–MAY 4, 201726    B GM BR

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

■

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500
FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME
mercato.com/shop/three-guys-from-brooklyn

JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

Follow our social media for daily deals! EBTOpen 24/7 • Pickup or Delivery Mon-Fri • 6502 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • 718-748-8340

While supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors.

4/26 7AM - 5/1 7PM
26
Wed

27
Thu

28
Fri

29
Sat

30
Sun

1
Mon

SALE STARTS

$$331 lb.
bag
1 lb.
bag199199

Baby Peeled
Carrots

Sicuro’s
Wisconsin
Provolone

$$299299
lb.lb.

$$221 lb.
Pkg
1 lb.
Pkg44

Sugar Sweet
California
Strawberries

Hard Ripe
Tomatoes
on the Vine

lb.lb.

¢¢8989
Real 
Vidalia Onions

lb.lb.

¢¢4949

Dole
Organic
Bananas

lb.lb.

¢¢6969
ORGANIC

Royal
Gala Apples

lb.lb.

¢¢7979

Large
Bunches

California
Broccoli

$$55forfor33

Ripe Sweet
Jumbo
Cantaloupes

$$44forfor22
Sugar Sweet
Organic
Grape Tomatoes

33$$
forfor22

ORGANIC

Pint Pkg

SWEET DEAL!

Chobani
Greek Yogurt

ea.ea.

¢¢9999
Assorted

SPECIAL!

Setton Farms
Jumbo
Pistachios

$$499499
lb.lb.

PK

Three Guys
Extra Large Eggs

Dozen

¢¢9999

DELICIOUS!

16 oz. Assorted
Parve

Sonny & Joe's
Hummus

$$55forfor22

Red River
Seedless
Watermelons

Whole

lb.lb.

¢¢4949
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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S unburn can be a painful, 
unsightly consequence 
of too much unprotected 

time spent in the sun. But sun-
burn is more than just a tem-
porary nuisance. According 
to the Skin Cancer Founda-
tion, sunburn can cause long-
lasting damage to the skin and 
increase a person’s risk of de-
veloping skin cancer.

Sunburn tends to be so com-
mon, particularly during the 
warmer months of the year, 
that many people may con-
sider it a relatively harmless 
byproduct of spending time 
outside under the sun. But the 
United Kingdom-based chari-
table organization Cancer Re-
search UK notes that getting 
painful sunburn just once ev-
ery two years can triple a per-
son’s risk of developing mela-
noma, the most dangerous 
form of skin cancer. 

A better understanding of 
sunburn and its relationship 
with skin cancer may encour-
age more people to prioritize 
protecting their skin when 
spending time in the sun:

What is sunburn?
Sunburn occurs when the 

DNA in skin cells has been 
damaged by ultraviolet radia-

tion. Many people associate 
sunburn with skin that peels 
or blisters, but any skin that 
turns pink or red in the sun 
has been sunburnt. 

Am I always 
vulnerable?

Though many people may 
only get sunburns on hot days, 
that’s not because the skin is 
not susceptible to sunburn 
year-round. In fact, sunburn 
can occur any time of year be-
cause it’s caused by ultraviolet 
radiation, which has nothing 
to do with the temperature. 
Many people only spend time 
outdoors on hot days; hence, 
the reason they may only suf-
fer sunburn in late spring and 
summer. 

Since sunburn can occur at 
any time of year, it’s impera-
tive that skin is covered up 
and sunscreen is applied re-
gardless of what time of year 
a person is enjoying the great 
outdoors.

Am I safe once my 
skin peels?

People who have experi-
enced sunburn may have no-
ticed their skin peeling in the 
days after they were burned, 
though not every sunburn 

victim’s skin peels. Peeling is 
how the body rids itself of the 
damaged cells that can lead to 
cancer. 

But just because a sunburn 
victim’s skin peels post-sun-
burn does not mean that per-
son has necessarily dodged 
the skin cancer bullet. Some 
damage may remain after 
skin peels, and that remain-
ing damage can still make 
sunburn sufferers vulnerable 
to skin cancer.

I’ve been sunburned. 
Now what?

A sunburn, even a par-
ticularly bad sunburn, does 
not guarantee a person will 
develop skin cancer. But fre-
quent sunburns increase a 
person’s risk of the disease, 
so people who have been sun-
burned, whether it’s just once 
or several times, should re-
visit what they’re doing to pro-
tect their skin before going 
back out in the sun. 

Wearing protective cloth-
ing, including long sleeve 
shirts and protective hats, and 
applying strong sunscreen 
with a minimum sun pro-
tection factor of 30 are just a 
couple of ways to protect skin 
from sun damage. 

Applying suffi cient amounts of sunscreen with a minimum sun protection factor of 30 can help adults and 
children reduce their risk for skin cancer.

Summer draws people 
outdoors to enjoy fun 
in the sun. But not ev-

ery aspect of summertime 
weather can be pleasant, 
especially when sunburn 
rears its blistery head.

Despite the health warn-
ings about sun exposure, 
people still venture out-
doors repeatedly without 
the use of a protective prod-
uct with a high enough 
SPF. Side effects of failing 
to protect the skin can in-
clude nasty burns and an 
increased risk of skin can-
cer later in life. Perhaps in-
dividuals fail to take sun-
burns seriously because 
they don’t associate sun-
burns with anything dan-
gerous. But sunburn is just 
like any other burn and the 
skin pays the price.

Most people wouldn’t in-
tentionally set fire to their 
skin or play with caustic 
chemicals. But they will 
spend hours in the sun un-
protected. Just like the 
flames of a fire, the sun can 
cause serious burns, even 
second- and third-degree 
ones. A second-degree burn 
causes not only damage to 
the epidermis, or the outer 
layer of skin, but extends 
deeper into the dermis as 
well. A third-degree burn 
seriously harms the entire 
epidermis and dermis, as 
well as nerves and fatty tis-
sue contained within, ac-
cording to The Children’s 
Hospital of Wisconsin. Be-
cause the epidermis and 
hair follicles are destroyed, 
new skin will not grow.

Sunburn can occur af-
ter roughly 15 to 30 minutes 
of exposure to the sun. The 
burn itself may not show 
up for hours later, which 
is why people often think 
they’ve avoided a burn. The 
results of sunburn are often 
pain, redness, and poten-
tial blistering, depending 
on the level of damage. Al-
though there is no specific 
treatment for sunburn, 
there are some remedies 
that can help the pain and 
help to speed up recovery.

Drink plenty of water. 

Damaged skin may not be 
able to properly inhibit the 
loss of moisture from the 

body, resulting in dehydra-
tion. Drinking water can 
replenish fluids needed for 
comfort and health.

Over-the-counter pain 

medications may allevi-

ate the stubborn pain. If 
the pain is very severe, con-
sult a physician, who might 
feel prescription-strength 
pain relievers are neces-
sary. There also are topical 
pain-relief sprays that tem-
porarily dull the pain and 
cool the skin.

Use cool, wet com-

presses. Lotions that 
soothe can also be helpful 
and reduce swelling. Look 
for ones with natural ingre-
dients, such as aloe vera.

Oral antihistamines 

can help. When the skin 
eventually starts to peel 
and becomes itchy, anti-
histamines can relieve the 
itch.

If blisters are pres-

ent, leave them be until 

they break on their own. 
Prematurely breaking sun-
burn blisters can increase 
the risk of infection. An 
antibiotic cream may be 
applied after the blisters 
break to speed up healing 
and prevent infection.

Know then to call a 

doctor. If the sunburn is 
severe or accompanied by a 
fever, consult a physician.

The best way to treat 
sunburn is not to get it in 
the first place. This means 
being diligent about apply-
ing sunblock before going 
outdoors. 

Get relief from 
sunburn pain

The best way to treat sunburn 
is not to get it in the fi rst place. 
This means being diligent about 
applying sunblock before going 
outdoors.

Sunburn and the 
risk of skin cancer

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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Change your Smile
Change Your Life

Bad Breath? We Have Solutions!  
Discolored Teeth? We Do Whitening & Veneers! 

We call our office State-of-the-Art Dentistry because we keep our technology 
and techniques up-to-date to provide you the best experience possible. 
We accommodate families of all ages with strict sterilization techniques.

JOSEPH LICHTER, DDS
1420 Ave. P, 2nd Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11229 

(Between East 14th and 15th)

718.339.7878

�������	
��	��������	��	��

bleaching
$395 $3,995

Never underestimate the power of a bright and beautiful smile. 
Whether your teeth need straightening, whitening or a routine cleaning, 

we offer complete dental care services to keep your smile healthy 
and sparkling. Easy Financing & Student Discounts

Call today for a  FREE Smile Consultation

See our latest smile makeovers 
on Facebook! 

Many men and women want 
to have a sun-kissed look 
come summer, and that 

may drive them to spend hours 
out in the sun or inside tanning 
salons.

Repeated, unprotected expo-
sure to ultraviolet rays, whether 
from the sun or tanning beds, 
can cause skin damage, eye 
damage, immune system sup-
pression, and skin cancer, ac-
cording to a variety of health 
sources. The Skin Cancer Foun-
dation says each year there are 
more new cases of skin cancer 
in the United States than there 
are incidences of cancers of the 
breast, prostate, lung, and co-
lon combined. About 90 percent 
of nonmelanoma skin cancers 
are associated with exposure to 
ultraviolet radiation.

While a tan can make a per-
son appear healthy, over time ul-
traviolet exposure can acceler-
ate the effects of aging, causing 
noticeable changes to the skin. 

Overexposure to these rays can 
cause skin to sag as the skin 
loses its ability to go back into 
place after stretching. Sun expo-
sure can cause fi ne and coarse 
wrinkles, freckles, mottled pig-
mentation, dilation of small 
blood vessels under the skin, 
and cancerous tumors. 

Exposure to radiation of any 
kind puts a person at risk for skin 
ailments. Cumulative ultraviolet 
exposure may even lead to mela-
noma — the most serious form of 
skin cancer that is responsible 
for 75 percent of all skin cancer 
deaths — later in life.

Those who want to look tan 
can still rely on artifi cial means 
to achieve a sun-kissed glow:

Bronzers
Bronzing powders are cosmet-

ics that are brushed on the skin 
and typically applied to the areas 
of the body that would be touched 
by the sun, such as the bridge of 
the nose, apples of the cheeks, col-

larbone, and shoulders. 
Bronzers are commonly used 

to contour the skin to de-empha-
size certain features or play up 
others. A bronzer will wash off 
with soap and water or a cos-
metic removal cleanser.

Sunless tanner
Sunless tanners come in 

sprays, lotions, and even mois-
turizers. Sunless tanners have 
been around in some form since 
the 1960s, and they work by em-
ploying DHA, a colorless sugar 
carbohydrate that interacts with 
dead skin cells of the epidermis. 

The sugar causes a chemical 
reaction that results in a color 
change. Results may take a few 
applications and can last up to 
a week.

Safe options for 
looking tanned

Spray tanning is a safer option than 
tanning beds or exposing the skin to 
too much sun.

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Kingsbrook will offer 
free stroke screenings and 
education from April 24 to 
29, 11 am–2 pm in the Vas-
cular Laboratory, Katz 
building fourth fl oor on 
the medical center’s main 
campus. Kingsbrook’s free 
screening program pro-
vides access to detection 
opportunities for the under 
and uninsured of the com-
munity. The screening pro-
gram is part of the facility’s 
prevention agenda to im-
prove access to quality care 
and early detection efforts 
and is offered via Kings-
brook’s Best Health School. 

Kingsbrook has re-
ceived the Gold Stroke 
Award for the past several 
years, an honor that rec-
ognizes the hospital’s com-
mitment to ensuring that 
stroke patients receive the 
most appropriate treatment 
according to nationally rec-
ognized, research-based 
guidelines. Additionally, 
Kingsbrook specializes in 

stroke rehabilitation and 
has a designated Stroke 
Center implemented in 
its Emergency Depart-
ment. The center is fully 
equipped with tele-stroke 
capabilities, a two-way, 
video conferencing system 
with stroke and neurology 
specialists. 

“Knowing your risk fac-
tors is key to prevention,” 
says Enid Dillard, direc-
tor of Marketing and Pub-
lic Affairs at Kingsbrook. 
“Stroke is very prevalent 
in our community and as 
such, we are happy to pro-
vide these early detection 
efforts.”  

For more information 
on the monthly screening 
schedule for 2017, visit at 
www.kingsbrook.org un-
der Community Programs 
& Events or call (718) 604–
5062.

Kingsbrook Jewish Med-
ical Center (585 Schenectady 
Ave. between Winthrop 
Street and Rutland Road).

Kingsbrook offering 
free stroke screenings
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A Holistic, Non-Drug Approach to Women
Hormone-Related Health Problems

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

PMS or menopause are really not mysterious when you understand the role your 
hormones play in the process.

Unfortunately, the cause of hormone imbalance must be identifi ed to permanently 
eliminate this condition. 

Treating hormonal imbalances  using natural, non-drug methods has helped millions 
of women get the relief they wanted.

PMS, Menopause and other related conditions are caused by a hormone imbalance. 
Discovering what can be done to correct this hormonal imbalance and how to 
eliminate these problems is the essential information program for all women.

DR. VINCENT ADAMO | LIVE HOLISTIC

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

Skin cancer can affect anyone, and 
overexposure to the sun, a key risk 
factor for skin cancer, can occur at 

any time of year. Whether it is a hot, sul-
try day spent by the pool or a chilly day 
skiing the slopes, any exposure to the 
sun can result in skin damage that can 
increase a person’s risk for skin cancer. 
Plus, certain areas of the body are more 
susceptible than others.

How does skin cancer 
form?

When DNA, the material that en-
codes genetic information in all cells of 
the body, is damaged and the body can-
not repair that damage, a person’s risk 
for cancer increases. Damaged cells 
begin to grow and divide uncontrolla-
bly. Damaged skin cells that divide and 
spread can cause skin cancer. Because 
skin cancer tumors generally form in 
the outer-most layer of the skin known 
as the epidermis, skin cancer may be 
more readily apparent and detectable 
than many other cancers in the early 
stages. 

The American Academy of Derma-
tology says that one in fi ve Americans 
will develop some form of skin cancer in 
their lifetime, while the Canadian Skin 
Cancer Foundation says that basal cell 
carcinoma, the most common form of 
skin cancer, affects 50,000 to 60,000 Ca-
nadians each year.

Where is skin cancer most 
likely to appear?

Skin cancer is most likely to appear 
on the areas of the body most exposed 
to the sun. These include the head, face, 
neck, arms, and legs. Those who are bald 
or balding can also have skin cancer ap-

pear on their scalp. But skin cancer can 
develop anywhere on the body where 
there is skin, which makes it important 
to routinely check all areas of the body 
for indicators of the disease.

A recent study by The Mayo Clinic 
found that, while skin cancer can affect 
anyone, young women are more likely 
to receive a diagnosis. The study indi-
cated that melanoma, the most serious 
type of skin cancer, has increased by 
eight times for women under the age of 
40 since 1970. Even children can get skin 
cancer. A study in the journal Pediatrics 
found that the number of cases of skin 
cancer among children and adolescents 
has been increasing each year by about 
two percent.

Types of skin cancer
There are three main types of skin 

cancer. They include basal cell carci-
noma, squamous cell carcinoma, and 
melanoma.

Basal cell carcinoma occurs in the 
basal cells, which are the lowest level of 
the epidermis. It can appear as a shiny 
translucent or pearly nodule, a sore that 
continuously heals and then reopens, a 
pink slightly elevated growth, reddish 
irritated patches of skin, or a waxy scar.

Squamous cell carcinoma occurs 
in the upper layer of the epidermis. It 
often looks like a crusty, red patch of 
skin.

Melanoma begins in the melano-
cytes, the cells in the epidermis that 
give the skin its color. Melanoma is the 
most deadly form of skin cancer because 
it can quickly spread into the lymph sys-
tem of the body and organs. Melanoma 
can form in a preexisting mole or form 
a new mole.

Adults and even children are susceptible to skin cancer when spending time outdoors.

Skin cancer is a 
year-round danger

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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With the weather warm-
ing up, Brooklynites are look-
ing forward to spending more 
time outdoors. But exposure 
to more sunlight has a down-
side: excessive exposure to 
UV rays produced by the sun 
can lead to basal cell and 
squamous cell carcinoma, two 
common varieties of non-mel-
anoma skin cancer. Although 
non-melanoma skin cancers 
are rarely life threatening, 
they can be disfiguring and 
uncomfortable if they are un-
treated and allowed to spread. 
So it’s important to protect 
the skin while outside.

The best way to prevent 
non-melanoma skin cancer is 
by developing good skin care 
practices early in life. That 
means wearing sunblock, 
a wide brimmed hat, and/
or protective clothing. It is 
also best to avoid the sun be-
tween the hours of 10 a.m. and 
3 p.m., when the sun is at its 
strongest. And the younger 
people are when they adopt 
these practices, the better. 
“Although these skin cancers 
generally appear in middle 
age, they may be caused by 
sun exposure that occurred 
before age 20,” said David 

Frankel, M.D., a dermatolo-
gist at NewYork-Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital.

Because people who may 
have non-melanoma skin can-
cer should see a dermatolo-
gist as soon as possible, it is 
important to recognize the 
signs. Non-melanoma skin 
cancers occur in areas most 
exposed to the sun, such as 
the face, shoulders and limbs. 
Basal cell carcinomas appear 
as wax-like bumps or flesh-

colored patches. Squamous 
cell carcinomas are often 
scaling red bumps or patches. 
“If you see any irregular look-
ing lesion, particularly in an 
area of the body that gets a lot 
of sun exposure, it is time to 
seek medical attention,” said 
Dr. Frankel. “I also recom-
mend getting a full-body skin 
exam annually.”

A dermatologist can help 
determine whether non-mela-
noma skin cancer is present. 

Often, what a patient sees is 
just the tip of the iceberg - just 
a small piece of a larger tumor 
deep in the skin. For patients 
who have developed basal cell 
or squamous cell carcinomas, 
there are multiple treatment 
options. All of them are outpa-
tient procedures that are per-
formed in the dermatologist’s 
office. “Smaller tumors can 
often be completely removed 
using the curettage and elec-
trodesiccation technique. Us-

ing this technique, we scrape 
off the tumor and then lightly 
burn the site of the growth,” 
said Dr. Frankel. “Larger and 
more aggressive tumors may 
require excision surgery, in 
which the tumor is cut out, 
or Mohs micrographic sur-
gery. The Mohs procedure is 
designed to preserve as much 
healthy tissue as possible, by 
removing the tumor in small 
layers. Each layer is examined 
to see if cancer is still present 
in the skin. The procedure is 
complete once the last evalu-
ated layer is cancer free.”

Although basal cell and 
squamous cell carcinomas are 
treatable, the best thing for 
skin health is to prevent them 
from developing in the first 
place. By combining good sun 
protection practices with vis-
its to a dermatologist, patients 
can give themselves the best 
chance of maintaining healthy 
skin for decades to come.

For a referral to a dermatol-
ogist affiliated with NewYork-
Presbyterian Brooklyn Method-
ist Hospital, call 718-499-2273 or 
visit nyp.org/Brooklyn and go to 
the “Find a Doctor” tile.

—New York-Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital

The best way to care for 
skin is to be smart about 
sun exposure. Too much 

unprotected exposure to the 
sun can cause a host of prob-
lems, from premature wrin-
kling to skin cancer. 

According to the Ameri-
can Academy of Dermatology, 
millions of cases of skin can-
cer are reported each year, 
and many more may go un-
detected. The best way to pro-
tect skin from the sun is to 
stay out of the sun. When that 
is not feasible, using a broad-
spectrum sunscreen can 
guard against damage from 
ultraviolet radiation.

Although sunscreen is an 
enormous help, it is not fool-
proof. Sunburns and skin 
damage can occur even when 
using sunscreen, and user 
error accounts for much of 
that damage. To get the best 
results from any sunscreen 
product, consumers can edu-

cate themselves about proper 
application and avoid certain 
information inaccuracies:

Myth: The best sunscreen 
is the one with the highest 
sun protection factor, or SPF. 

Truth: Actually, the best 
sunscreen is the one you will 
use regularly.  Make sure you 
like the scent and the feel of 
the sunscreen. Decide if you 
prefer a sunscreen that is 
grouped together with a mois-
turizer or a makeup founda-
tion. Try sunscreens that are 
lotions or sticks to fi gure out 
which application works best 
for you. 

Myth: I only need sun-
screen on sunny days. 

Truth: The sun can prove 
harmful even on cloudy days. 
You may not be safe indoors, 
either, particularly if you 
spend a good deal of time next 
to an open window. Window 
glass will only block certain 
types of UV light, making 

sunburn possible even if you 
are indoors or riding in a car. 
It’s a good habit to apply sun-
screen daily regardless of if 
you will be out in the sun.

Myth: Spray sunscreens 
are as effective as the rest. 

Truth: Spray products 
may not deliver enough sun-
screen to the skin because 
droplets are dispersed un-

evenly. Furthermore, the pro-
pellents used in spray sun-
screens could be harmful if 
inhaled. 

Myth: Sunscreen does not 
need to be reapplied, espe-
cially if it’s water-resistant. 

Truth: There is no such 
thing as a waterproof sun-
screen. The Food and Drug 
Administration recently pro-

hibited the use of the term 
“waterproof” because con-
sumers falsely believed their 
sunscreen products would 
not wash off. Water-resistant 
sunscreens will be effective 
for a certain number of min-
utes before they need to be re-
applied, usually between 40 
to 90 minutes. Play it safe and 
reapply often.

Know your 
sunscreen facts

The best way to protect skin from the sun is to stay out of the sun. When that is not feasible, using a broad-
spectrum sunscreen can guard against damage from ultraviolet radiation.
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Hearing aids that are 
comfortable AND discreet 
– see them for yourself! 
HearUSA offers a complete 
line of products to fit 
every lifestyle.

HHHEEEEAAARRR BBEETTTTEEERRRR 
&&& LLLIIVVEE BETTTTTEEERR
wwitthh nnewww hheearingg aaidd 
tteechhnnnoolooggy ffrom HHeaarrUUUSSAA!

SILK™
Nearly invisible in the ear

PRIMAX™
Hear better with less effort 
all day long

CELLION™
Completely rechargeable

© 2017 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

Free 43”  TV available with purchase of a pair of Signia level 3, 
5 or 7 hearing aids. Not valid with any other discount health 

plan. Excludes previous purchases. Offer expires 5/31/17

with purchase of a pair of Advanced 
and Premium level technology

Must have hearing loss. Valid one gift card per customer 
per 12 month period. Offer expires 5/31/17

FREE $25 
GIFT CARD

with a FREE Hearing Screening

FRREE $225

$1500 off purchase of a pair of Signia level 5 or 7 hearing aids; 
an additional $300 off toward the purchase when trading in 
old hearing aids. Everyday price for Signia 5px is $3,895, after 
discount $3,145. Excludes previous purchases. Not valid with 

any other discount health plan. Offer expires 5/31/17

SCCHHEEDDUULE AA FFREEE HEAARINNGG SSCRREEEENIINNG!!

BETTER HEARING
UNLOCK THE DOOR TO

YOU’RE INVITED!

BETTER HEARING MONTH CCCEELLEEBBRAAATIOOON

SAVE UP TO

YOUR PURCHASE

$1800 OFF

FREE 43  TV“

Lianne Aponte, Au.D., CCC-A
Doctor of AudiologyCall Today: 1-855-203-1173

8115 5th Avenue, Brooklyn

Welcome Health First, Touchstone, Wellcare, GHI Emblem 
members, HIP and Medicare Advantage HMO plans.

Attention all NY State and Federal Employees, Retirees and Spouses: You may 
be eligible for hearing aids at minimal or no cost. Call us for more information!

No one is immune to cancer, a 
disease so prevalent the World 
Health Organization estimates 

it will claim more than eight mil-
lion lives across the globe in 2015 
alone. While even the healthiest 
man, woman, or child can get can-
cer, there are steps everyone can 
take to lower their risk of develop-
ing the disease.

According to the National Can-
cer Institute, reducing your expo-
sure to avoidable risk factors may 
lower your risk for certain cancers. 
Some risk factors for cancer, such 
as age, cannot be avoided. 

However, the following are 
some that you have control over, 
and avoiding these might help you 
lower your risk for developing cer-
tain cancers:

Alcohol
The Institute notes that drink-

ing alcohol can increase your risk 
of developing cancers of the mouth, 
throat, esophagus, larynx, liver, 
and breast. The more alcohol a per-
son consumes, the greater that per-
son’s risk of developing cancer be-
comes. And that risk only increases 
when alcohol consumption is com-
bined with tobacco use. 

When consuming alcohol, follow 
the Dietary Guidelines for Ameri-
cans established by the federal gov-
ernment. These guidelines define 
moderate alcohol consumption as 
one drink per day for women and 
two drinks per day for men.

Obesity
Maintaining a healthy weight 

and taking steps to avoid obesity 
can help people reduce their risk 
for several cancers. According to 
the Institute, people who are obese 
have an increased risk for cancers 
of the breast (among women who 
have been through menopause), co-
lon, rectum, endometrium, esopha-
gus, kidney, pancreas, and gallblad-
der. 

An added benefit to avoiding obe-
sity is that the steps you take to do 
so, such as eating healthy and being 
physically active, can reduce your 
risk for illnesses like heart disease, 
type 2 diabetes, and hypertension.

Sunlight
Limiting time spent in the sun, 

particularly between the hours of 
10 am and 4 pm, can reduce your 
risk of developing skin cancer. Ex-
posure to ultraviolet radiation, 
whether its source is the sun or tan-
ning beds, can cause early aging of 
the skin and skin damage that can 

lead to skin cancer. 
When spending time in the sun, 

the Institute advises that adults 
and children wear long sleeves, 
pants, hats with wide brims, and 
sunglasses that absorb ultraviolet 
radiation. Sunscreen, especially 
products with a minimum sun pro-
tection factor of 15, can reduce one’s 
skin cancer risk. But applying such 
products is still not as effective as 
staying out of the sun and wearing 
protective clothing.

Tobacco
Tobacco is one of the leading 

causes of cancer-related deaths. 
Tobacco products and secondhand 
smoke contain chemicals that dam-
age DNA, increasing a person’s 
risk for cancers of the lung, larynx, 
mouth, esophagus, throat, bladder, 
kidney, liver, stomach, pancreas, 
colon and rectum, and cervix. 

Unlike alcohol, which can be con-
sumed in moderation, tobacco use 
is unhealthy no matter the level of 
a person’s use. Upon quitting smok-
ing, a smoker’s life expectancy in-
creases considerably compared to 
those who continue smoking. In ad-
dition, quitting smoking at the time 
of a cancer diagnosis reduces a can-
cer patient’s risk of death.

Anyone can get cancer, but men 
and women can take proactive ap-
proaches to reducing their risk by 
avoiding several cancer risk fac-
tors.  

Avoid these factors, 
reduce cancer risk

Though popular summer hangouts, spend-
ing time in or near a pool without proper 
skin protection can put you at risk for devel-
oping skin cancer. 
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Offi ce: 718-336-3900   |   Fax: 718-336-3990

Dr. Nison Badalov  |  Dr. Ian Wall  |  Dr. Kayane Hanna-Hindy   
Dr. Rabin Rahmani  |  Dr. Pierre Hindy

Our offi ce offers a full array of gastroenterology services
to help you maintain a healthy digestive system.

Colon Cancer screening, GERD, Irritable 
Bowel Syndrome, Peptic Ulcer Dx..

9101 4th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY

11209

902 Quentin Road
#701

Brooklyn, NY 11223

26 Court Street
Brooklyn, NY

11242

YOUR HEALTH MEANS
EVERYTHING TO US!

M uch of the public now 
recognizes the dangers 
of overexposure to the 

sun. Skin cancer ranks as one 
of the most common forms of 
cancer across the globe, and 
individuals are increasingly 
conscientious about protect-
ing their skin from damaging 
ultraviolet rays. Certain natu-
ral sources might be able to re-
duce the risk of skin cancer:

Leafy vegetables
Spinach may not only pro-

vide Popeye with his strength, 
but it also may help reduce 
your risk of developing skin 
cancer. Researchers from 
Queensland, Australia, found 
that eating leafy green vegeta-
bles plays an important role in 
reducing skin cancer risk as 
does wearing protective cloth-
ing and sunscreen. 

The study, led by Dr. Jo-
lieke van der Pols from The 

Queensland Institute of Medi-
cal Research, was conducted 
over 11 years and studied 1,000 
people from Sunshine Coast, 
Queensland. Researchers dis-
covered that participants who 
consumed at least three serv-
ings per week of green vegeta-
bles could cut their chances of 
developing skin cancer by up 
to 55 percent. 

It is believed the variety of 
nutrients found in the vegeta-
bles, including folic acid, vita-
mins A and C, as well as the 
carotenoids lutein and zeax-
anthin, work together to fi ght 
cancer.

Tea
Years ago, researchers at 

the University of Minnesota 
Hormel Institute tested a so-
lution containing chemicals 
known as polyphenols. The so-
lution, which was made from 
extractions from green tea, 

was tested on live mice that 
were exposed to ultraviolet 
light. 

The study found that a pro-
tein labeled JNK-2 is directly 
related to the development of 
skin cancer, and this protein 
could be blocked by the appli-
cation of polyphenols. This ap-
plication helps reduce the for-
mation of skin tumors. 

Cover up
Applying a sunscreen is 

one of the easiest and more 
popular ways to protect the 
skin, but some people worry 
about the side effects of chem-
icals used in popular sun-
screens. Covering up the face 
and skin as much as possible 
is one way to reduce exposure 
to such chemicals. 

Wear a densely woven hat 
with a brim that features at 
least a two- to three-inch over-
hang, which can protect the 

face, neck, ears, eyes, and lips 
from the sun. Dark-colored 
clothing also can help block 
the sun’s rays. 

Aspirin
In 2013, new information 

was published in Cancer, the 
American Cancer Society’s 
medical journal, that linked 
daily aspirin therapy to a de-
creased risk for melanoma 
— the deadliest form of skin 
cancer. 

According to the research, 
data was collected on nearly 
60,000 white women ages 50 
to 79 years. The women were 

studied for 12 years, and the 
study found that the women 
who took 81 milligrams of as-
pirin daily had a 21 percent 
lower risk of developing mela-
noma than those who did not 
take aspirin. While it is still 
too soon to make the recom-
mendation that all women 
should take aspirin daily, 
some doctors feel the benefi ts 
outweigh the risk for those 
with a family history of mela-
noma.

There are a variety of ways 
to lower your risk of devel-
oping skin cancer, many of 
which are natural.  

There are several ways to protect yourself from the sun’s harmful rays.

GOING GREEN
Natural ways to protect your skin from cancer
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DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
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DENTURES

CROWNS  
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With the minimally in-
vasive treatment for aneu-
rysms now offered by the 
Vascular Institute in Bor-
ough Park, patients can now 
plan to go home the same 
day of an operation that 
once kept patients in the 
hospital for days.

Under the direction of 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, the In-
stitute, offers the very latest 
state-of-the-art treatment 
for a wide range of vascular 
conditions.

No need to travel to Man-
hattan or Long Island when 
the very best care is avail-
able right here. Dr. Ascher 
and his team are interna-
tionally recognized for de-
veloping groundbreaking 
treatments for patients 
with vascular disease. In 
some cases the endovascu-
lar techniques developed by 
this team have eliminated 
the need for surgery.

There was a time not long 
ago when patients seeking 
treatment for an aneurysm 

could expect to leave the 
hospital with an ugly scar 
running from the collar 
bone to the groin. It doesn’t 
have to be that way, says Dr. 
Ascher. The surgery that he 
has pioneered is done with 
the guidance of ultrasound 
on an ambulatory basis.

“This procedure is mini-
mally invasive. The block-
age can be removed with 
just a small incision in the 
groin,” he said. “The beauty 

of it is that we have simpli-
fied this approach. Instead 
of spending four or five days 
in the ICU, patients can ex-
pect to be home for dinner.”

This new procedure re-
duces costs and, more im-
portantly, it reduces the 
risk of complications. In 
the not-distant future he ex-
pects to be able to perform 
the surgery, which is done 
with the patient under local 
anesthesia, in his Brooklyn 

facility. To date more than 
1,000 patients have taken 
advantage of the life-saving 
aneurysm surgery offed by 
the institute.

Aneurysms occur when 
part of a blood vessel or car-
diac chamber swell because 
the blood vessel is damaged 
or there is a weakness in the 
wall of the blood vessel. As 
the aneurysm grows there is 
a risk of rupture, which can 
lead to severe hemorrhage 
and other complications, in-
cluding sudden death.

Dr. Ascher is currently 
the chief of vascular sur-
gery at NYU Lutheran Medi-
cal Center. He is the founder 
of the Pan American Con-
gress on Vascular and En-
dovascular Surgery, which 
provides a forum for sur-
geons from South America, 
Central America and North 
America.

The doctor has written 
more than 250 articles pub-
lished in medical journals. 
Put simply, it would be dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to 

find a more respected leader 
in the field of vascular medi-
cine.

In addition to the treat-
ment of aneurysms, the In-
stitute provides the most 
progressive and advanced 
care available for the treat-
ment of wide range of vas-
cular conditions including 
stroke prevention and clear-
ing blocked arteries. The 
Institute is also involved in 
wound treatment, saving 
limbs, and removing vari-
cose veins.

Asked why he chose 
Brooklyn to set up his prac-
tice, Dr. Ascher said simply, 
“I am very happy the very 
best in vascular medicine is 
right here in Brooklyn.”

The Vascular Institute of 
New York [960 50th St. be-
tween Ninth Avenue and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway in Bor-
ough Park, (718) 438–3800, 
and 2993 Ocean Parkway in 
Brighton Beach, (347) 533–
8477, vascularnyc.com] Call 
or go the website to make an 
appointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn doctor provides treatment of aneurysms
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UNLIMITED DELUXE BUFFET
FEATURING YOUR ITALIAN FAVORITES

Rigatoni Filet de Pomodori, Tortellini Alfredo
Cavatelli w/ Broccoli Rabe, Meatballs

Penne Vodka, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini
Veal Saltimboca, Chicken Piccata, 

Fried Calamari, Baked Clams
Mussels Bianco, Salad Bar

Carving Station
Sliced Steak, Loin of Pork, Turkey

Dessert Bar
Including

Cookies, Italian Cheesecake, Mousse Pies, Fresh Fruit
Pastries, Coffee, Espresso and Much More
CHICKEN FINGERS AND FRENCH FRIES AVAILABLE FOR KIDS

PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE .... 18% GRATUITY WILL BE ADDED TO THE CHECK

MOTHER’S DAY

8015/23 13th Ave.

718.331.2900
3:00 PM

CATERERS
$45.00+ tax & GratuitiesChildren 10 and underhalf price
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To the editor,
For the past few years our little 

enclave in Marine Park has been 
plagued with graffiti. It seems all too 
apparent that the police have little 
interest in halting this crime even 
though many of the stores along Av-
enue S have video surveillance.

Today I was greeted with yet an-
other piece of graffiti going up on 
the wall of a candy store on East 
36th street and Avenue S. The owner 
seems to have let an “artist” ply his 
trade on the west-facing wall of his 
store.  This, together with a fading 
and tagged wall facing east, makes 
it look as though our neighborhood 
belongs in Bedford-Stuyvesant or 
Brownsville, not Marine Park. I hope 
that I am not the only one being vigi-
lant and will be e-mailing local asso-
ciations in an effort to stop unwanted 
murals like these from springing up 
all over the community. Unless resi-
dents don’t care anymore about their 
neighborhood, and have thrown in 
the towel? Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park

To the editor,
I would like to know why we need 

so many high-rise buildings in Sheep-
shead Bay. I am particularly con-
cerned that the new high-rise you’ve 
written about, and that I’ve seen, is 
right near the public library on Ocean 
Avenue and Kings Highway and will, 
when completed, add to the already 
dangerous flow of traffic on these 
streets (“Ocean rising! Tide of devel-
opment sweeps Ocean Avenue” by 
Julianne Cuba, online April 17). Hun-
dreds of drivers and pedestrians have 
to navigate these streets every day. I 
feel like I and my friends are taking 
our lives in our hands every time we 
have to cross Ocean Parkway to get to 
the library. I dread to think of some 
some happy little girl or boy heading 
eagerly to the library to get a book but 
ending up under a car or bus instead.

Wealthy real estate tycoons will 
not agree with me, but I think that 
what Sheepshead Bay really needs 
is not more high-rise condos and big-
name department stores, but safer 
roads, less traffic, more family res-
taurants (many once-beloved res-

taurants, including El Greco’s, have 
been razed to make way for more 
condos), and more mom-and-pop 
businesses, many of which have also 
been torn down to make room for 
still more high-rises. We need more 
parks and playgrounds and Sheep-
shead Bay desperately needs more 
schools. Where are the children who 
move into the new condos supposed 
to go to school? I hope someone can 
give me an answer. Elaine Kirsch

Gravesend 

To the editor,
On April 18 at around 12:30 pm I 

wanted to confirm that the Kings Bay 
Library was going to hold its normal 
Lego activity at 3 pm. The librarian 
had no idea what I was asking about 
and called someone up who appar-
ently was out to lunch. I was informed 
that there was no Lego activity, but to 
come to the Creative Kids activity at 4 
pm instead. The librarian had asked 
me how old my kids were and I said 
4. She did not say I should not bring 
them to the 4 pm activity because 
they were too young.

I brought my kids for the activ-
ity and another librarian told me 
that my kids were too young, and she 
made my older kid cry. I clearly be-
lieve she is in the wrong profession if 
she is making children who frequent 
the library and want to take part in 
library activities cry.

I have donated money to the 
Brooklyn Public Library with the 
money earmarked for this branch. 
I will never give any money to this 
branch again as long as they con-
tinue to have on their staff incompe-
tent librarians. Samuel S. Pam

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
I would like to see the various 

news outlets publish articles con-
cerning teachers who were assaulted 
by students in school. Many teachers 
sustained injuries, making them lose 
classroom time, and there are plenty 
of pedagogues who never returned to 
the classroom after such incidents.

No one dares to bring up the idea of 
reestablishing the 600-school concept 
for chronically-disruptive students. 
We have had, and still have, students 
in school who have an agenda con-
sisting of nobody learning anything 
while they are around. These are the 
students who talk in class out of turn, 
answer the teacher back, throw objects 
around the room, fight with other stu-

dents and do anything else possible to 
make sure that the teacher’s lesson is 
destroyed. No teacher can teach with-
out proper discipline. Instead, we 
have a Department of Education and 
a mayor who refuse to do anything 
about the lack of discipline in public 
schools. When confronted with this, 
they and the supervisory staff blame 
the teacher for not “motivating” these 
students. Many schools are so out of 
control that they need military disci-
pline to reestablish order. Instead, our 
liberals, who control the schools, advo-
cate such nonsense as alternate assess-
ments, cooperative learning and other 
nonsense so as to push the disruptive 
child out with a worthless diploma.

As for the United Federation of 
Teachers, they gave up on these schools 
years ago. In any event, the hierarchy 
of the union has been out of the class-
room for decades so they really don’t 
care what goes on in the classroom. 
Groups of teachers who have been 
against union policies allow them-
selves to get bogged down on social is-
sues and adopt such ideas which alien-
ate the regular membership.

Currently, if a parent refuses to sign 
for special education evaluation, the 
child is allowed to remain in a regular 
classroom, so the mayhem continues. 
If we would only start fining the work-
ing parents for their child’s unruly 
behavior, we might see a big improve-
ment. Parents on public assistance 
should have their monthly allotments 
lowered until their child behaves.

I would love for reporters to visit 
schools unannounced and see for them-
selves the lawlessness that occurs in 
the hallways. Too many of our schools 
have virtually become war zones.

It is only when we establish firm 
discipline with zero toleration for any 
infraction, that then and only then 
may we talk about evaluating teach-
ers. The UFT and Council of Supervi-
sors and Administrators need to be in 
court to make sure that disciplinary 
problems are adjudicated properly. If 
you don’t behave, you don’t belong in 
school.  Ed Greenspan

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
So the fearless leader of North Ko-

rea is now threatening to blow up our 
naval fleet in international waters. 
I can only read the lips of the com-
manding admirals: “Make our day!” 
I guess that if this really happens 
that Mr. Trump will exponentially 
increase employment in our South-
ern states as Kia, Hyundai, Samsung 

and other fine South Korean manu-
facturers flee to the United States, be-
fore their country is rendered into a 
mass of green glowing glass.

Robert W. Lobenstein
Marine Park

To the editor,
Mayor Bill DeBlasio’s proposal to 

raise the cost of a pack of cigarettes 
from $10.50 to $13 just like past in-
creases will not discourage con-
sumption. The growth of so-called 
illegal street-corner bodega and deli 
cigarette sales known as “loosies”— 
two for $1 — will rise in proportion 
to periodic government increases in 
taxes on the purchase of cigarettes. 
This once again will occur if Mayor 
DeBlasio’s proposal is passed by the 
New York City Council and becomes 
law. Many consumers will just travel 
past the city line to stores selling 
cigarettes in neighboring Connecti-
cut, Nassau County, New Jersey and 
Westchester communities to patron-
ize stores offering lower prices. The 
underground economy will make 
an even greater fortune selling un-
taxed cigarettes.  Both the city and 
state will see an increase in the loss 
of millions in uncollected tax reve-
nues. Why sell hard drugs when you 
can sell cigarettes with virtually no 
penalties? Consumption of tobacco 
has been part of mainstream Amer-
ica, transcending generations. De-
spite the best efforts of government 
to limit consumption via excessive 
taxes and smoking restrictions, just 
like alcohol prohibition in the 1920s 
— both are doomed to failure. These 
actions infringe on citizens’ civil and 
economic liberties.

Creative entrepreneurs will al-
ways provide what citizens desire, 
regardless of government approval. 
Consumers have voted with their dol-
lars, making tobacco consumption a 
multi-billion-dollar enterprise today.

Our tax dollars would be better 
used if police and judges spend more 
time prosecuting those who com-
mit real crimes against individuals 
or property than going after those 
who sell “loosies.” Law enforcement 
authorities should be free to pur-
sue those who commit real crimes 
against citizens and property.

At 18, you are old enough to vote, 
be a parent, pay taxes, own a car, take 
out a bank loan, serve in the mili-
tary and die for your country — but 
not consume tobacco. This makes no 
sense. Larry Penner

Great Neck
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y freshman room-
mate at Cornell in 1981 
pasted a picture of a 

blonde coed on his wall one 
day.

“Who’s that?” I asked 
half curiously and half con-
descendingly.

“She’s a beautiful, con-
servative goddess who lives 
in U-Hall 6 across the way,” 
he answered.

That was my first in-
troduction to a noxious 
young woman named Anne 
Coulter, who continues to 
make waves now, more than 
three decades since I last 
saw her.

We would later become 
drinking partners, going to 
local bars and debating poli-
tics. We came from opposite 
ends of the political spectrum 
and although I found almost 
all her views repugnant, she 
was fun to joust with.

Even then she had a flair 
for the extremely politically 

incorrect remark that was 
meant to shock more than 
inform. Once, one of her ver-
bal bombs forced me to pour 
my bottle of beer in her lap 
in mock anger.

We lost touch in the late 

1980s in our mid-20s, but like 
many, I have watched the arc 
of her so-called career as a 
political arsonist with half 
fascination and half disgust.

It is hard to know where 
to start in listing some exam-
ples of her offensive views. 
But here goes:

In 2012, she said on Fox 
News that “single women 
look to the government to 
be their husbands and give 
them, you know, prenatal 
care and pre-school care 
and kindergarten care and 
school lunches.”

Wow. That is wrong on 
so many levels that it is not 
worthy of some old-fash-
ioned moral outrage.

Or how about this: In 2015, 
she said, “If you don’t want to 
be killed by ISIS, don’t go to 
Syria. If you don’t want to be 
killed by a Mexican, there’s 
nothing I can tell you.”

Remind you of someone 
who recently moved to Wash-

ington, D.C.?
And now comes news that 

Madame Coulter is stirring 
up an old-fashioned campus 
riot at the University of Cal-
ifornia at Berkeley. She was 
invited to speak by the cam-
pus Young Republicans, but 
university officials are try-
ing to postpone her speech 
because the police have 
“very specific intelligence of 
threats that could pose dan-
ger to the speaker.”

Well, this is a real com-
plicated one. Like almost 
any thoughtful American, I 
firmly believe in free speech 
as protected by the First 
Amendment.

The idea that Coulter 
has been threatened is also 
repugnant to me. Even if I 
strongly object to her views 
and the way she expresses 
them, we should fight vigor-
ously for her right to speak.

It is people like her — and 
her media enablers like Ru-

pert Murdoch — who paved 
the way for Washington 
gridlock, the Tea Party, and 
Donald Trump and his mi-
nority band of Trumpists. 
They will have to live with 
the consequences of their 
actions. History will not be 
kind to them.

But in the meantime, go 
ahead and peacefully pro-
test her speech, ask piercing 
questions afterwards, and 
let Coulter’s self-serving xe-
nophobia be on full display 
so that we can rebut her un-
truths and slanders.

Pouring that beer in her 
lap may have been one of the 
most intellectually honest 
things I’ve ever done.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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harming, handsome, and 
homeless, the 25-year-old 
we’ll call Bruce and I 

were eating dinner at the small 
Manhattan shelter where I vol-
unteer once a month. We were 
both enjoying the pasta pro-
vided by another volunteer, 
but only one of us was drink-
ing a $3 bottle of water.

“What?” I exclaimed when 
Bruce told me how much he 
had paid for the bottle he had 
bought earlier that day. “How 
can you possibly spend that 
much on water? How can any-
one? Tap water is free!”

Bruce just started an 
$11-an-hour job in Brooklyn. 
He’s got to save up for a room, 
and taking out $3 chunks for 
a liquid that flows freely just 
doesn’t make sense to me. But 
to him? It is vital. 

“This water is safe,” he 
said, picking up his bottle. 

“So is water from the sink,” 
says I.

His friend, a young woman 
who is also in the workforce 
and also homeless (never as-
sume that homeless equals not 
working) stood up for him. 

“The water from the tap 
has all sorts of chemicals in 
it.”

“The water in bottles is tap 

water!” an older shelter guest 
chimed in, laughing heartily.

Bruce just shrugged.
“I got to stay healthy.”
So allow me, as a public 

service, to ask the questions 
that need answers, beginning 
with: Is bottled water really 
better for us than New York 
City tap water?

“In general, the munici-
pal water supply of any given 
area has more rigorous envi-
ronmental standards and con-
trols than the water supplies 
used by private bottlers,” said 

Richard Murdocco, a colum-
nist who writes on urban plan-
ning issues and has worked 
with environmental and hous-
ing groups. 

What’s more, New York 
City’s water is not just any 
hometown’s H2O. It is a roar-
ing, rushing paragon of pu-
rity, said Murdocco. 

“The water supply is so 
pure that it went unfiltered 
for decades until federal law 
mandated New York City filter 
the water, a move city officials 
thought was unnecessary.” 

So why are people afraid of 
it?

For starters, because bad 
news always gets more atten-
tion than — yawn — anything 
that is fine. 

“Headlines [are] about bad 
tap water, especially in loca-
tions like Flint, Michigan,” 
said Jacob Hatch, author of 
the Hydration Anywhere blog. 
People remember fuzzy fac-
toids about plastics and pipes 
and toxins and leaching, but, 
“In general, water quality is 
something people know lit-
tle about,” said Hatch. With 
so much quasi-info floating 
around, we think we heard 
something terrible about 
something, not quite sure 

what, and we not only believe 
it’s true, we believe it’s going 
to kill us all right here, right 
now. 

In point of fact, Hatch con-
tinued, studies show that “bot-
tled water is not, on average, 
any cleaner or safer to drink 
than tap water.” Where bot-
tled and tap are not equal is 
when it comes to polluting.

Producing a bottle of wa-
ter actually uses about six 
times more water than is con-
tained in the bottle itself. And 
then there’s the energy used 
to make the bottle, label the 
bottle, fill the bottle, transport 
the bottle (sometimes across 
entire oceans) and stock the 
bottle. Then there’s our en-
ergy we burn to schlep the bot-
tle home.

What’s more, 80 percent 
of the 50 billion plastic water 
bottles purchased in the U.S. 
every year do not end up re-
cycled. Off they go to landfill. 
(More schlepping).

“So if you need the con-
venience of a water bottle,” I 
said to Bruce, “or if you love 
that particular bottle, at least 
reuse it. Just fill it with more 
water tomorrow.”

Oh no, no, no, no, came the 
reply. 

“Refill it and the plastic 
breaks down and gets into 
your blood.”

“That’s patently untrue,” 
says Michael Cervin, author 
of “Our World of Water: The 
Good, the Bad & and the Ugly 
of Earth’s Most Critical Re-
source,” and blogger at This 
World of Water. 

If you are using the same 
bottle for years and years, 
Cervin said, then yes, it can 
start wearing out, the way 
Tupperware gets tired after 
10 or 15 years. But refilling it 
for weeks on end is no threat 
to anyone’s health, so long as 
you wash the bottle out with 
soap and water from time 
to time. Remember, Cervin 
added, we’re not eating the 
bottle, “we’re merely using it 
as a vessel to consume a bev-
erage.”

I didn’t have all this info 
at my fingertips at the shel-
ter, but I did have some sheets 
of paper, so I taught Bruce 
and his friend how to make 
an origami cup the next time 
they’re thirsty and don’t want 
to spend $3. 

Lenore Skenazy’s show 
“World’s Worst Mom” debuted 
in January on the Discovery 
Life Cha Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

ccording to the Coali-
tion for the Homeless, 
the number of homeless 

individuals and families has 
“reached the highest levels 
since the Great Depression of 
the 1930s.”

The report added that in 
February of this year, “There 
were 62,435 homeless people, 
including 15,689 homeless 
families with 23,764 homeless 
children, sleeping each night 
in the New York City munici-
pal shelter system.”

And yet the mayor, along 
with elected officials, are 
thrilled and excited to an-
nounce a $100 million invest-
ment to expand the city’s grow-
ing network of greenways. 

The mayor’s spin-meisters 
sent out a press release tout-
ing the initiative — “$100 mil-
lion capital in Mayor’s Exec-
utive Budget will help close 
‘gap’ near UN with new espla-
nade, bring Greenway south 

from East 61st to 53rd Street” 
screamed the headline. 

Yeah, because the city’s 
homeless population really 
needs those greenways to cy-
cle, walk, and help them ap-
preciate the “breathtaking 
waterfront.”

Let me enlighten this brain 
trust: the last thing that home-
less families need is more 
greenways and bike lanes 
and places to appreciate their 
homelessness. 

Why doesn’t the mayor, 
along with all the other 
bloated pols, take the $100 mil-
lion capital and design use-
ful, affordable, tiny homes? 
Tiny homes can be built rela-
tively cheaply, don’t take up a 
lot of room, don’t use much of 
a footprint, and would afford a 
homeless family a permanent 
home, where their children 
can go to school and be picked 
up by a regular city school bus. 
One where they don’t have to 

worry about being moved or 
shifted. You know, the Amer-
ican dream — a permanent 
roof over their heads. 

I know of a student who 
lived in a shelter on Staten 
Island with her mom. Due to 
circumstances out of their 

control, the pair was forced 
to move to a shelter in an-
other borough. But the girl 
wanted to graduate with her 
class — she was doing well in 
her school and didn’t want to 
leave — so she opted to com-
mute. That commute takes her 
three hours in the morning 
and three hours at night. 

What purpose does that 
serve? If the city had invested 
that $100 million capital in 
building an affordable tiny-
home village, that child would 
not have to spend six hours of 
her day just commuting

There is plenty of underuti-
lized land, not only in Staten 
Island but in the other bor-
oughs as well, where a tiny-
house village could be created

According to many sites, 
the cost of an average tiny 
home is approximately $20,000 
to build, so for $100 million 
buckaroos, about 5,000 fami-
lies could be living in a perma-

nent, albeit tiny, home. 
According to a report in 

the NY Daily News, it cost ap-
proximately $122 per day to 
house a family in 2016 — over 
a year, that amounts to about 
$43,000 per family. Multiply 
that by the number of home-
less families in New York and 
you are talking about a whole 
lot of money. 

Not for Nuthin™, but just 
think how much the city would 
save if it took that $100 million 
and built 5,000 tiny homes and 
got that many homeless fami-
lies out of shelters and into 
permanent housing? But no, 
Mayor DeBlasio would rather 
spend the cash on pretty 
greenways so his cronies liv-
ing in high-rise luxury build-
ings on the Upper East Side 
can have a nice spot to kick 
off their shoes and enjoy the 
“breathtaking views.” Hey, 
isn’t that what every homeless 
family really needs? 

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’
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By Alexandra Simon

It is the cutting edge of comedy!
Swords will flash as demons and 

samurai do battle at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden this weekend. As part of 
the 36th annual Sakura Matsuri festival of 
Japanese culture on April 29–30, the mar-
tial arts dance group Samurai Sword Soul 
will perform “Teardrop of a Demon,” a 
tightly choreographed tale of supernatural 
figures that is also filled with laughs and 
drama, said the group’s director. 

“It’s a story about a demon who is 
interested in the human world, and his 
best friend who has an opposite thought,” 
said Yoshi Amao, who founded the group. 
“They come to the human world to rescue a 
trapped samurai and get in trouble — it’s a 
lot of comedy but it’s also serious, too.”

The Japanese sword fighting group has 

appeared at the annual cherry blossom fes-
tival every year since 2003, but this year’s 
show is a departure for them, said Amao. 
Mythical figures take a much larger role in 
the show than usual, and it will leave guests 
questioning which side to root for, he said.

“Demons are the main cast and that’s 
the biggest difference — they have their 
own point of view, and it is so different 
from a human one, but we cannot tell who 
is right objectively,” he said. “It is not only 
a philosophical, but also a fun and excit-
ing entertainment show packed with a lot 
of action with swords and bo sticks and 
comedy scenes.”

During the 45-minute show, 17 dancers 
dressed in samurai armor will hack and 
slash at each other with spinning, shining 
blades. But you don’t have to worry about 
the actors — the weapons are wooden kata-

nas painted to look like metal. 
“It’s too dangerous if we use a real 

sword, said Amao. “Our sword fighting 
requires very quick movement and if we 
use real swords we may get injured easily.”

Two live musicians will also provide a 
soundtrack for the performance, using the 
djembe, an African drum, and the fut — a 
traditional three-stringed Japanese guitar.

Samurai Sword Soul will perform on 
both Saturday and Sunday afternoon of the 
festival, and the group looks forward to see-
ing the audience reaction to the new show.

“They will laugh, and they can cry and 
can be healed,” said Amao. “People will 
enjoy the sword fighting drama and they’ll 
never get bored — that’s why our perform-
ers are so popular every year. We really 
appreciate entertaining people.”

The festival will feature more than 60 

other Japanese cultural events during its 
two days, including a dance party, live 
music, origami workshops, tea ceremonies, 
and more. Amao, who also serves at the 
festival’s master of ceremony, said he is 
especially looking forward to the outfits in 
the cosplayer fashion show.

“One time I found a cosplayer wearing 
very nice samurai armor — it was gorgeous 
and very nice and much better than our 
costumes,” said Amao. “The cosplaying 
has increased and it’s so amazing.”

Samurai Sword Soul at Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [990 Washington Ave. 
between President and Carroll streets in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 623–7200, www.
bbg.org]. April 29 at 2:30 pm, April 30 at 
2 pm. Sakura Matsuri Festival lasts April 
29–30, 10 am–6 pm. $30 (kids under 12 
free). 

Dancing demons do battle at Japanese fest

Live by the sword

They’ve got that swing: Members 
of Samurai Sword Soul will perform 
their sword dance at the Sakura 
Matsuri Cherry Blossom Festival on 
April 28 and 29. Julie Markes
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By Lauren Gill

It’s not drinko de Mayo!
The Mexican holiday of Cinco 

de Mayo is often celebrated in the 
United States by rowdy crowds throw-
ing down tequila shots — but for those 
looking to celebrate Mexico’s victory 
over French forces without facing a 
hangover the next day, we have put 
together this list of activities:

Cinco de borough
Party it up with the Beep at the 

Borough Hall Fiesta, presided over 
by Borough President Adams. This 
sober celebration of Mexican inde-
pendence will feature a Mexican 
flag raising ceremony, followed by a 
reception with the honorable consul 
general of Mexico. The event is free, 
but an RSVP to rsvp@5demayonyc.
com is required.

Fiesta at Borough Hall (209 
Joralemon St. at Court Street 
Downtown, www.brooklyn-usa.org). 
May 5 at 5 pm. Free.

Into the night
It’s a hot one! For Cinco de 

Mayo, all-star group the Black Rock 
Coalition Orchestra will perform 
a tribute to the music of Mexican-
American artist Carlos Santana. This 
show is going to be smooth!

BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort Greene, 
www.bam.org). May 5 at 9 pm. Free.

Brush with limelight 
Trade in your Corona for a paint-

brush and a Wine-a-Rita at a special 
Cinco de Mayo painting class at Fort 
Greene’s Wine and Design. At this 
high-brow but low-octane activity, 
you can create your own painting of a 
margarita sitting on a beach.

Cinco de Mayo at Wine and Design 
[218 DeKalb Ave. between Adelphi 
Street and Clermont Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 722–7374, www.winean-
ddesign.com]. May 5 at 7 pm. $35.

Three for Cinco
Wind down after Cinco de Mayo by 

listening to a live mariachi band and 
watching tres movie stars fight bad 
guys south of the border. Nitehawk 
Cinema will screen the 1986 com-
edy “Three Amigos!,” at two brunch 
shows, and the Grammy-nominated 
outfit Mariachi Flor de Toloache — 

New York’s first and only all-female 
mariachi band — will treat audiences 
to a fiery performance before each 
screening.

Nitehawk Cinema (136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, www.nitehawkcinema.
com). May 6 and 7 at 11:15 am. $16

In the cocina 
Skip the lines at your local Mexican 

restaurant and learn to make your own 
tacos! The instructors at Brooklyn 
Kitchen will teach you how to cook up 
homemade tortillas and put together 
skirt steak and fish tempura tacos. 

Brooklyn Kitchen (100 Frost St. 
at Leonard Street in Williamsburg, 
www.thebrooklynkitchen.com). May 
5 at 6:30 pm. $95.

By Julianne Cuba

He’s not thrown away his 
shots!

Take a step back in 
time to the summer of 1980 with 
Brooklyn-born photographer Jamel 
Shabazz’s upcoming gallery show 
“Sights in the City,” opening at 
United Photo Industries in Dumbo 
on May 4. The show will debut 
some never-before-published pho-
tos that candidly capture unique, 
simple moments of life in the city 
over the last four decades. The pho-
tographer’s favorite image in the 
upcoming gallery show is one of 
two young girls playing patty-cake, 
he said, because it is full of youth.

“It represents the innocence of 
children in a world full of prejudice 
and uncertainty,” said Shabazz, who 
was born and raised in Red Hook 
and now lives on Long Island.

Shabazz picked up his first cam-
era at the age of 15 and has not 
stopped snapping since. He began his 
journey to document his friends and 
random subjects he had met along 
the way during that summer of 1980. 
Every image, whether simple black 
and white or in full color, is striking 
in its own way, said Shabazz.

“I can honestly say, that all of the 
images selected for this exhibit have 
special meaning,” he said. 

Shabazz traveled the entirety of 
the city — including the tip of Coney 
Island to capture children enjoying 
the amusement park and bustling 
Times Square — but he has a few 
favorite spots to shoot in the borough 
he once called home, he said. 

“Some of my hot spots to shoot 
in Brooklyn are Prospect Park and 
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden for its 
beautiful landscape and greenery, 

and Coney Island for its rich histo-
ry, and overall festive atmosphere,” 
said Shabazz.

Shabazz is now busy working 
on a new book of photographs from 
East Flatbush, to be called “East 
Flatbush Diaries: Photographs from 
1980–1985,” he said.

“Sights in the City” at United 
Photo Industries Gallery [16 Main 
St. at Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 
801–8099, www.unitedphotoindus-
tries.com]. Opening reception May 
4, 6–9 pm. On display through June 
17. Free.

By Caroline Spivack

Talk about the giving 
tree!

A grassroots group 
devoted to green spaces and 
public parks will give away 
250 trees to Brooklynites at 
the Bay Ridge Library on May 
6. The New York Restoration 
Project chose nine types of 
native saplings that will work 
well in an urban environment, 
and the giveaway will help 
locals develop an army of 
arbors in unlikely places, said 
one organizer. 

“We’re placing special 
attention on offering trees that 
fill various needs for proper-
ties,” said Rosemarie Miner, 
a manager for the Project. 
“This year we’re offering 
smaller trees, so if someone 
only has a courtyard they can 
still put something green in 
their space.” 

Gardeners can choose from 
nine trunks that are native to 
the Northeast including the 
bushy Pagoda Dogwood; the 
Buttonbush, which is good 
for tight spaces; Witch Hazel 
with its yellow, confetti-like 
leaves; and the expansive 
Tulip Tree, which can stretch 
to the height of a 10-story 
building. 

But there are no fruit-
bearing trees, said Minder — 
in part because they can be 
a little tricky to care for, but 
also because they have a ten-
dency to sow seeds of discord 
among neighbors.

“The fruit trees are a little 
more political for neighbors 
because fruit can sometimes 
fall onto the property of oth-
ers and attract rodents,” she 
said. “We don’t give away 
apple and pear trees any-
more because they’re a lot 
of work.”

And this year, the group 
has a two sapling per person 
limit, after tree fiends in pre-
vious years sought to plun-
der the Restoration Project’s 
reserves and haul away as 
many trees as they could get 
their hands on, said Miner.

“It’s an interesting 
experiment in human nature 
because, even though peo-
ple are getting a free tree, 
there are people who try and 
take advantage of that,” said 
Miner. “But for the most part 
people are quite gracious. 
And when I tell them they 
can have a second one they 
just light up.”

All the trees are low main-
tenance and if they are regu-
larly watered, growers should 
be in the clear. Each tree 
comes with planting instruc-
tions, but the benefit of hav-
ing a giveaway steps from a 
library is that budding hor-
ticulturists can pop into the 
atheneum and learn all about 
their freshly acquired flora, 
said Miner. 

“What’s great about doing 
it at the library is people can 
literally just go in and take out 
some books on their trees,” 
she said. “And we will be 
there to answer questions.” 

The arbor giveaway is a 
continuation of the Million 
Tree Initiative, for which the 
Parks Department and the 
Restoration Project planted 
one million trees between 
2007 and 2015. This spring, 
the Project plans to put an 
additional 3,500 baby trees up 
for adoption across the city.

Tree giveaway at the Bay 
Ridge Library [7223 Ridge 
Blvd. at 73rd Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–5709, www.
nyrp.org]. May 6. Noon–2 
pm. Free. 

Photographer captures 
four decades in NYC

TAKE THE FIFTH

Movie to the beat: All-female mariachi band Mariachi Flor de Toloache will perform at 
Nitehawk on Cinco de Mayo weekend. 

Posing with Groot: Brooklynites can adopt one or two baby trees at 
the Bay Ridge Library on May 6.  Anna Yatskevich

Tree-for-all
Green group will hand out 
free saplings in Bay Ridge

Your guide to a sober Cinco de Mayo

New kids on the block: One of photogra-
pher Jamel Shabazz’s photographs from 
East Harlem in 2010, which will be on dis-
play at his upcoming gallery show “Sights 
in the City.” Jamel Shabazz 
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Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College  
to Flatbush Avenue  / On-site paid parking available

CHAKA
KHAN
Sat, May 13 at 7:30pm

Tickets: $45-$85  

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

Supported by:

THE 
GOLDEN
DRAGON 
ACROBATS
Sun, April 30 at 3pm

Tickets: $25 adults
$12.50 children  

A Con Edison Music 
Masters Series Event

$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

Free Delivery

GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -833 -8200 LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

$4495
Per person +

tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$21Per child +

tax & gratuity

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
 Garden Greens  

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE

Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

with Apple Brandy Glaze

with Lemon Saffron Sauce

White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce

Sautéed Boneless Chicken Cutlet w/ Portabella Mushroom & Marsala Wine

($8.00 Extra) with Herb Butter 
All Entrées served with Mashed Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

CHOICE OF DESSERT

Coffee Or Tea
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By Julianne Cuba

Good things can come in 
small packages.

Two Brooklyn perform-
ers explore the intricacies and cra-
ziness of living in a space just big 
enough for a murphy bed and min-
iature fridge during their very relat-
able new musical variety show — 
“Containertopia!” — at the Jalopy 
Theatre on the edge of Red Hook, 
debuting on April 28. Creators Julia 
Frey and Sam Day Harmet, who 
each navigate their own compact 
apartments, unpack the tiny-house 
movement and what it means to live 
small, said Frey. 

“I do live in a pretty small apart-
ment, not quite the teeny-tiny mur-
phy bed that we are exploring, but 
there is something appealing about 
living small, and decluttering your 
life, and how simply can one live. 
But at the same time, if I live that 
simply, will I live myself out of 
existence?” said Frey, who lives in 
Gowanus. 

Living in a cramped space can 
feel extremely individual and inti-
mate, but Frey said the city’s space 
crunch raises broader issues.

“How do we fit everyone into 
New York?  And how can we make 
housing that everyone in New York 
can afford and without disrupting 
people’s lives?” she said. “We can, 
and we can’t, at the same time. It’s 
a constant struggle, there aren’t any 
easy answers.”

The duo got the idea after meet-
ing at a performance program at 

Brooklyn College, and after dis-
cussing all of the woes that afflict 
New Yorkers’ housing — including 
homelessness, gentrification, and 
skyrocketing rents — they focused 
on the relatively new movement of 
micro-apartments, said Frey.

The hour-long vaudevillian 
inspired comedy show incorporates 
Weimar-era cabaret tunes and an 
eclectic array of instruments, includ-
ing piano, banjo, clarinet, and drums 
to give more depth and perspective 
to the show, said Day Harmet, who 

lives in Prospect Lefferts Gardens.
“Very much like in the structure 

of a vaudeville show, it’s a mixture 
where we try to have contrasting 
scenes,” he said. “[The songs] are 
interspersed to create variety and 
flow within the show.”

And the creators tip their hats 
to that era of theater, and sought to 
make parallels in the show between 
the disproportionate wealth distribu-
tion of 1920s Germany and today, 
which Frey said is evident in the 

By Caroline Spivack

The Great White Way is com-
ing to Bay Ridge! 

There is no need to travel 
to the distant island of Manhattan 
for the hip-hooray and bally-hoo — 
the lullabies of Broadway will ring 
out from spots in and around Bay 
Ridge all weekend.

On Friday, dust off your fancy 
frock or penguin suit for dinner 
and a show! Fort Hamilton High 
School (8301 Shore Rd. between 
83th and 86th streets) will put on 
a one-night-only production of 
the Tony Award–winning musical 
“In the Heights” by Lin-Manuel 
Miranda — you may have heard of 
his subsequent megahit “Hamilton.” 
Before the show, you can hobnob 
with the cast and crew over din-
ner at the Greenhouse Cafe (7717 
Third Ave. between 77th and 78th 
streets) at 5 pm, followed by show 

time at the school at 7 pm. Reserve 
your seat at the table and in the 
audience by calling (917) 751–6920 
or e-mailing fhhs1973@earthlink.
net. This night on the town will run 
you $55. 

On Saturday, travel a few blocks 
into Dyker Heights to catch a bunch 
of Brooklyn’s Broadway babes belt-
ing out tunes at Girls Night Out at 
Saint Philip’s Episcopal Church 
(1071 80th St. at 11th Avenue) at 8 
pm. A cast of incredible local song-
stresses will dazzle the crowd with 
classic hits from the Great White 
Way. You will have to fork over $15 
for a ticket — but only $10 if you are 
a silver-haired senior.

Come Sunday, end your high-
brow weekend on a high note just 
north of the Bay Ridge border with 
a concert by local baritones and 
sopranos at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Auditorium (5902 Sixth Ave. 
at 60th Street). The Regina Opera 
Company will forgo its usual rep-
ertoire of Italian tunes to serenade 
the crowd with the “Swing Along 
Broadway Concert.” Admission is 
$12, but kids under 12 are free.

By Bill Roundy

It’s not quite breakfast, it’s 
not quite lunch, but it comes 
with a slice of cantaloupe at 

the end!
Brunch is the best meal of 

your weekend, and a Continental 
breakfast’s worth of new and 
interesting spots have opened in 
the last few weeks to meet your 
mimosa needs. Consider one of 
the following spots for brunch 
this weekend:

Gimme a Danish
Brand new brunch spot East 

One Coffee Roasters in Carroll 
Gardens is serving up the bor-
ough’s freshest coffee — it gets 
roasted right in the back room! 
Owners Tom Cummings and 
Morten Tjelum have previously 
opened shops in London and 
Copenhagen, so the brunch 
includes exotic fare like a Danish 
Brunch ($16) — with scrambled 
eggs, bacon, yogurt, charcute-
rie, cheese, bread, and jams — 
along with standards like pan-
cakes ($12) and eggs benedict 
($15). Don’t be distracted by the 
laptopper-filled coffee shop up 
front — in the back is a bright 
sit-down spot for a full meal.

East One Coffee Roasters 
[384 Court St. at Carroll Street 
in Carroll Gardens, (347) 987–
4919, www.eastonecoffee.com]. 
Sat–Sun, 8 am–4 pm.

Sleep in
No need to get up at the crack 

of noon — Park Slope pizza-and-
more spot Gristmill is now serv-
ing brunch all day on Sundays, 
from 11 am to 10 pm. The eatery 
serves up some unusual dishes, 
most notably a blend of Italian 
and kosher cuisine called the 
“Loxness Knotster,” an every-
thing garlic knot with smoked 
salmon, cream cheese, ricotta, 
and dill ($7). 

Gristmill [289 Fifth Ave. 
between First and Second streets 

in Park Slope, (718) 499–2424, 
www.gristmillbk.com]. Sat, 11 
am–3 pm; Sun, 11 am–10 pm.

Brunch to the future
Brunch is a great time to 

contemplate the future — where 
you’re going in life, whether 
you have time to order another 
mimosa, and the crime lords 
who will soon rule us all. Every 
weekend in May, the Nitehawk 
restaurant and cinema will host a 
brunch screening of films about 
future criminals: “Looper,” 
“Demolition Man,” “Time Cop,” 
and “Minority Report.” Order 
any of the brunch dishes as “The 
Breakfast Club” for $15 and 
get a mimosa or Bloody Mary 
included.

Crimes of the Future 
at Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 384–
3980, www.nitehawkcinema.
com]. May 6–28, Sat, Sun at 
11:45 am. $12 admission.

Plant yourself
The Brooklyn Botanic 

Garden has opened a new dining 
spot, the Yellow Magnolia Cafe, 
which looks over the Lily Pool 
terrace. You will have to pay 
the Garden’s admission price to 
get in ($15, but free if you get 
in before noon on Saturdays!). 
Once you’ve built up an appetite 
by wandering through the flow-
ers, you can settle in for a week-
end brunch, with appropriately 
plant-focused dishes such as beet 
latke benedict ($17) and blood 
orange French toast brulee ($16), 
alongside more lunchy fare like 
cheeseburgers and fish tacos.

Yellow Magnolia Cafe at 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[990 Washington Ave. between 
President and Carroll streets 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 623–
7200, www.bbg.org]. $15 ($8 
teens, kids free).

Bay Ridge goes Broadway!

LIVING SMALL

Room for one: Julia Frey and Sam Day Harmet explore the micro-apartment move-
ment in their variety show “Containertopia!” debuting at the Jalopy Theatre on 
April 28.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

Going green: The broccolini scramble at East One Coffee Roasters in Carroll 
Gardens is available every day, not just at weekend brunch. Ethan Covey

It’s brunch time
New weekend meal options

Variety show explores micro homes

Continued on page 52



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 28-MAY 4, 2017 51  24-7

SPRING MENU
COMING SOON
Booking Holiday Parties Now

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

 
 

Sunday hours are 2-8 Closed Monday 

Regina Opera’s April 30th 
Swing Along Broadway Concert

Does listening to 
Broadway tunes make 
you happy? Enjoy 
some of your favorite 
Broadway tunes at Re-
gina Opera Company’s 
“Swing Along Broad-
way” Concert.   This 
two-hour program will 
feature show-stopping 
classic and contempo-
rary Broadway and 
popular selections 
presented by: Denisha 
Ballew, Carami Hi-
laire,  Elena Jannicelli-
Sandella Taerra Pence, 
Kristopher Herron, 
Keith Milkie, Richard 
Paratley, Jon Nelson  
and James Besser. 

 The Performance 
will be held Sunday  
April 30th @ 3pm at  Our 
Lady Of Perpetual Help 
Auditorium located at 
5902 - 6 Avenue, Brook-
lyn, N.Y. Ticket price: 
$12 General admission, 
Teens $5, Children free. 
www.reginaopera.org; 
info@reginaopera; or 
718-259-2772.

BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com
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micro-apartment movement. 
“When it was happening 

there, there was a similar 
economic disparity to what’s 
happening today, and we are 
leaning into these old early-
20th-century styles to reflect 
— recognizing them in 
today’s culture and climate,” 
she said.

The show also questions 
the micro-apartment move-
ment’s intentions of being 

sustainable and affordable, 
because a lot of the so-called 
micro-apartments are actual-
ly rather luxurious — though 
on a smaller scale, said Day 
Harmet.

“They tend to be mar-
keted more as luxury hous-
ing options, kind of like 
these trendy options for 
young professionals living in 
Manhattan. The funny thing 
about it being framed as a 
more alternative option for 
moving towards more sus-
tainability and more afford-
able housing, but as it exists 

now, it’s mostly kind of a 
luxury bourgeoisie option,” 
he said. “We want to examine 
it from a number of apart-
ments and maybe get excited 
about the promise of them, 
but realize it’s sort of a trap-
ping of them, and the ways 
it can exaggerate wealth and 
equality.”

“Containertopia!” at the 
Jalopy Theatre (315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, containertopia.tum-
blr.com) April 28–30 at 8 
pm. $15. 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
SAT, MAY 6

MUSIC, BARBRA STRE-
ISAND: $126–$1,200. 
8 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY 

GOOD MUSIC FEST: 
With Tyrese, Anthony 
Hamilton, KEM and 
Brandy. $65–$355. 8 
pm.

SAT, MAY 19
MUSIC, FUTURE: With 

Migos, Tory Lanez, 
Kodak Black and Zoey 
Dollaz. $49–$625. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVE-

NING WITH VIC-
TOR DROBYSH AND 
FRIENDS: $55–$395. 
7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN MUSIC 
FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, 
Uncle Murda, and more. 
$65–$166. 8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Eddie 
Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and 
more. $70–$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-

three basketball games 
with professional play-
ers. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL 

PACKAGE TOUR: With 
New Kids on the Block, 
Paula Abdul, and Boyz 
II Men. $25–$995. 7:30 
pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

TUE, AUG 1
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 2
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MEN-

DES: $29–$550. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. Time 
tba.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $tba. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $tba. 7:30 
pm.

TUE, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $tba. 7:45 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

WED, MAY 3
READING, JERALD PODAIR: 

The author discusses his 
book “City of Dreams: 
Dodger Stadium and the 
Birth of Modern Los Ange-
les.” $5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

THURS, MAY 4
ART, “SOUNDS UNSEEN” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Sarah Hickson’s photos 
from a live music project 
in a French refugee camp 
open the new Studio at 
St. Ann’s Warehouse. 
Part of the Dumbo First 
Thursday Art Walk. Free. 
6–8 pm. St. Ann’s Ware-
house [45 Water St. at New 
Dock Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 834–8794], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

THEATER, “A STATE OF 
EMERGENCE”: Using 
hip-hop theater, compel-
ling narrative, multimedia, 
dance, and testimony, this 
play explores the profound 
but often untold journeys 
that people take after re-
lease from prison. Tickets 
start at $15. 7:30 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

FRI, MAY 5
MUSIC, “RESIST” NYCLU 

FUNDRAISER: A weekend 
of music, comedy, dance, 
and poetry to benefi t the 
New York Civil Liberties 
Union. With American 
String Conspiracy, Band 
of Others, Ernie Vega, and 
many more. $10. 8 pm. 
Halyards [406 3rd Ave be-
tween Sixth and Seventh 
streets in Gowanus, (718) 
532–8787], www.barhal-
yards.com. 

SAT, MAY 6
MUSIC, BANG ON A CAN 

MARATHON: Some of 
today’s most innovative 
musicians and young art-
ists celebrate the 30th an-
niversary of the music phe-
nomenon with eight hours 
worth of fresh new music. 
$16 suggested donation. 
2–10 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org.

FRI, APRIL 28
ART, “RE–RE” CLOSING RE-

CEPTION: Artists Bat-Ami 
Rivlin and Corsin Billeter 
present a project that ex-
plores different aspects 
of digital space. Free. 6–8 
pm. NARS Foundation 
[201 46th St., fourth fl oor, 
at Second Avenue in Sun-
set Park, (718) 768–2765], 
www.narsfoundation.org. 

THEATER, “YOU’RE A 
GOOD MAN CHARLIE 
BROWN”: Join Charlie 
Brown and the rest of the 
Peanut gang for a rollick-
ing good time. $15 ($10 
for students under 21). 7 
pm. Bay Ridge Preparatory 
School (7420 Fourth Ave. 
at 74th St. in Bay Ridge), 
www.bayridgeprep.org. 

THEATER, “RAGTIME”: The 
Gallery Players closes its 
50th season with a power-
ful musical about Ameri-
can families in the early 
20th century. $25 ($20 for 
students and seniors). 8 
pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN FOLK 
FESTIVAL: A three-day 
extravaganza of folk music. 
$20–$35. 8 pm–midnight. 
St. Ann’s Church [157 Mon-
tague St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–6960], www.brooklyn-
folkfest.com. 

SAT, APRIL 29
MUSIC, HOUSE OF WATERS: 

The Brooklyn-based band 
with a remarkably unique 
global sound performs. 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

BROOKLYN BOOKSTORE 
CRAWL: On National In-
dependent Bookstore Day, 
visit the borough’s many 
independent bookstores, 
including Greenlight Book-
store. Free. 9 am–5 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. El-
liott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200], www.bk-
bookstorecrawl.org. 

FAMILY, FIFTH AVENUE 
FAMILY FESTIVAL OF 
PARK SLOPE: With live 
performances, puppets, 
games, and prizes. The 
fi rst 200 kids will receive 
Puppetry Arts Gift Bags. 
Free (some activities 
$2–$4). 11 am–3 pm. Old 
Stone House [344 Fifth 
Ave. between Third and 
Fourth streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3703], 
www.puppetryarts.org. 

COMEDY, THIS WON’T 
HURT: Comedians from 
Brooklyn and around the 
country host a night of 
comedy to benefi t the 
Brooklyn Free Clinic. $20 
($15 in advance). 7 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com.

THEATER, “IN THE HEAT 
OF THE NIGHT”: A drama 
set in 1962 follows a black 
homicide detective in-
vestigating a small-town 
murder. $32–$37. 8 pm. 
On Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-

ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

THEATER, “RAGTIME”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 28.  

SUN, APRIL 30
BARK AVENUE ADOPT-A-

THON: Bring your pet to 
this outdoor event, where 
adoptable dogs walk on 
a red carpet, and you can 
pose with your pooch in a 
photo booth. Free. 1 pm. 
Carroll Park (Court Street 
between Carroll and Presi-
dent streets in Carroll Gar-
dens), www.facebook.com/
barkaveadoptathon. 

MUSIC, ELLA FITZGERALD 
BIRTHDAY CONCERT: 
Crooner Martin McQuade 
and pianist Pete Sokolow 
celebrate the late, great 
jazz singer’s 100th birth-
day. Free. 3–6 pm. Gulf 
Coast [6901 Third Ave at 
Bay Ridge Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (347) 662–6644], 
www.gulfcoastbrooklyn.
com. 

CONCERT, “SWING ALONG 
BROADWAY”: Concert 
presented by the Regina 
Opera Company of Brook-
lyn. The two hour program 
features showtunes and 
classics. $12 ($5 children 
and teens). 3 pm. Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help - audi-
torium [5902 Sixth Ave. at 
59th Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 259–2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

MON, MAY 1
TALK, “BIKE MONTH”: Two 

of New York City’s most 
infl uential advocates for 
cyclists discus the future of 
biking in the city. $5. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: 
Brooklyn-based comedy 
favorite Wyatt Cenac hosts 
the best local and interna-
tional stand up comedians. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, MAY 2
NIGHTLIFE, JUKEBOX 

BINGO: A combination 
of bingo and music trivia, 
with a little bit of karaoke. 
Winners get free tickets to 
shows and events. Free. 8 
pm. Henri’s Backyard (256 
Fourth Ave. between Presi-
dent and Carroll streets in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, WILSEN: With Alpen-
glow and Hite. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Union Pool 
[484 Union Ave. at Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.
union-pool.com. 

He’s furry-ous!: Singer Tyrese Gibson, who stars in the “Fast 
and the Furious” films, will perform with Brandy and Anthony 
Hamilton on May 12. Associated Press / Charles Sykes

Man of his time: Marcus Jordan, center, plays musician and 
vigilante Coalhouse Walker in the Gallery Players production 
of the historical musical “Ragtime,” playing through May 14.
 Bella Muccari

Continued from page 50 

MICRO
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BRINGING WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCES HOME

(718) 368-5596  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org  Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

“Suspenseful, thrilling, and stunningly theatrical....”  
– NYTheatre.com

“A true force of nature!”  
– The Times (UK), 5 Star Review 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32 SATURDAY, MAY 6 AT 8:00 P.M.  $32
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2016–2017 SEASON
WITH ENGLISH 

SUPERTITLES

DONIZETTI’S

(The Elixir of Love)

Libretto by Felice Romani, after a libretto by Eugène Scribe
May 13, 14, 20, and 21, 2017, at 3 PM
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
5902 SIXTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY
Gen Adm: $25  Senior Citizens: $20  Teens: $5  Children: Free TDF/V

KOUROS 
BAY DINER

Happy Mother’s Day 
from all of us at 

Kouros Diner
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WILLIAMSBURG

Put your hands together for the stu-
dents at El Puente Leadership Center 

at Williams Plaza for participating in 
the fi rst ever WE Day, the world’s larg-
est youth empowerment event. 

When the students learned that the 
nearest homeless shelter is more than 
an hour away from those most in need, 
they were inspired to take action, and 
through WE Schools’ WE Won’t Rest 

Campaign, they created and imple-
mented a plan to ensure homeless peo-
ple have access to daily necessities.

The giving students created more 

than 50 bracelets to sell to local commu-
nity members in order to raise funds. 
After raising $100 they needed for sup-
plies, they put together care packages 
containing items such as toothpaste 
and a toothbrush, socks, shampoo, and 
many other small luxuries that often 
are overlooked. Together, they distrib-
uted the care packages at parks, bus 
shelters, and at the Brooklyn Public 

Library, where they would be easily 
accessible to those in need.

 WE Day is part of WE — an orga-
nization that brings people together 
and gives them the tools to change the 
world. WE was founded more than 20 
years ago by the humanitarian, activ-
ist, and social entrepreneur brothers 
Craig and Marc Kielburger.

El Puente Leadership Center at Wil-
liams Plaza [211 S. Fourth St. at Roe-
bling Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–0404].

EAST FLATBUSH

We’re NO. 1
Three cheers to the Brookdale 

Hospital and Medical Center for 
achieving the prestigious Medical 

Trauma Center verifi cation from the 
American College of Surgeons.  

The achievement recognizes 
Brookdale’s dedication to providing 
optimal care for injured patients. The 
verifi cation is an indication of best 
practices across the organization.

Verifi ed centers must meet the es-
sential criteria that ensure trauma 
care capability and institutional per-
formance, as outlined by the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons. Brookdale 
Hospital is one of only two hospitals in 

Brooklyn to receive verifi cation by the 
American College of Surgeons Com-
mittee on Trauma to date.

“The ACS’s verifi cation of our 
trauma center is an indication of 
Brookdale’s dedication to providing 
quality and comprehensive care,” said 
Mark E. Toney, president and chief 
executive offi cer of Brookdale Hospi-
tal. “Brookdale being a trauma center 
is critical to saving many lives in our 
community,” he concluded.  

“Brookdale Hospital is a vital re-
source to Southeast Brooklyn,” said 
state Sen. Roxanne Persaud (D–Ca-
narsie). “I commend the leadership 
and staff for their dedication to the 
healthcare needs of an often under-
served community. Brookdale’s com-
passion under pressure allows the hos-

pital to save more lives and help their 
neighbors prosper.”

Brookdale Hospital and Medical 
Center [1 Brookdale Pl. at Linden Boule-
vard in East Flatbush, (718) 240–5000].

GRAVESEND

Domo arigato, Mr. Roboto
Get out the bubbly and salute the 

students at John Dewey High School 

that participated in this year’s Robot-
ics competition. 

The Megalodons competed against 
36 teams that hailed from as far away 
as Turkey and as close as Connecticut 
to not only win the competition, but 
also receive the Innovation in Con-

trol Award. 

The students had six weeks to de-

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

FORT GREENE

Standing O, along with the fac-
ulty and administration at Brooklyn 

Technical High School, are hand-
ing out high-fi ves to 13 savvy students 
who were named fi nalists for the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship. 

These brainy teens demonstrated 
outstanding academic achievement 
as well as performing aces on the Pre-
liminary SAT exam in junior year. 
As a result they will compete among a 
fi eld of 15,000 students to be one of the 
75,000 Merit Scholarship winners. 

Now, considering that 1.7 million 
juniors sat for the exam, being a fi -
nalist is a pretty signifi cant achieve-
ment.

Without further ado, are the stu-
dents that made it to the fi nalist posi-
tion: 

Francine J. Valeri, Rose Chen, 

Grace L. Giordano, Michele V. 

Soltsov,Victoria Lee, Michelle 

Wong, Tammy Yan, August Troll-

bäck, Diana Abagyan, Leo C. 

Houts, Sandy Jean-Charles, Ivan 

Ruan, and Michael Lee.  

“Most of these students credited 
the diverse population and myriad 
opportunities available to them at 
Brooklyn Tech — both academic 
and extracurricular— for helping to 
shape them into the successful young 
people they are today,” said David 

Newman, acting principal. 
Standing O credits the teachers 

at Brooklyn Tech for giving the stu-
dents the guidance to lead them in the 
right direction, and wishes the stu-
dents good luck in their very bright 
futures. 

Brooklyn Technical High School 
[29 Fort Greene Pl. in Fort Greene, 
(718) 804–6400].

WE gives back to the community

Lucky 13 are scholarship finalists

sign, build, and program a robot that 
is capable of launching balls repre-
senting fuel into a simulated boiler 
eight feet high, grabbing and deliver-
ing gear-shaped game pieces to human 
players, and climbing a rope at the end 
of the game. In order to meet the chal-
lenge, these sharp members of Team 
333 stayed after school until 8:30 pm on 
most weekdays, and then put in more 
hours on both Saturdays and Sundays. 
They received engineering and com-
puter programming mentorship from 
volunteers from Columbia University 
and Bloomberg LP. 

Standing O says, “Congratula-
tions.”

John Dewey High School [50 Avenue 
X and Stillwell Avenue in Gravesend, 
(718) 373–6400].

GOWANUS

 Fancy threads 
Needles, pins, and patterns to 

Amanda Madden for winning 
the Audience Choice award in 
the Interna-

tional De-

sign Chal-

lenge hosted 
by Threads 

Magazine.

The glossy 
fashion mag, 
along with 
the Asso-

ciation of 

Sewing and 

Design Pro-

fessionals, 

sponsors the 
themed con-
test annually, 
each year 
with a differ-
ent challenge 
to incorporate. This year’s theme 
was Quilted Garment Chal-

lenge, and the challenge was to 
design and sew a unique ensem-
ble featuring at least one major 
quilted garment.

Borough daughter Amanda 
was inspired by a Hollywood 
icon and a hit pop song to create 
her dramatic dress and cape. Her 
machine-quilted design, embel-
lished with hand-beaded pearls 
and heat-set crystals, was se-
lected from 25 entries that were 
judged on the basis of technical 
mastery and innovative design.

Amanda, a dressmaker and 
designer who specializes in 
bridal alterations, is the owner of 
AMadden Tailoring. 

The winning creation will be 
featured in the June–July 2017 
issue of Threads, the premiere 
magazine in the United States 
dedicated to fashion sewing — 
which you can pick up on the 
stands on May 9. 

Standing O sends a measur-
ing tape of congratulations to 
Amanda on her win. 

AMadden Tailoring (516 Third 
Ave. at 12th Street in Gowanus). 

BRIGHT FUTURES: Brooklyn Tech’s Francine Valeri, Rose Chen, Grace Giordano, Prin-
cipal David Newman, Michele Soltsov, Victoria Lee, Michelle Wong, Tammy Han, August 
Trollback, Diana Abagyn, Leo Houts, Sanday Jean-Charles and Ivan Ruan are fi nalists 
for the National Merit Scholarship.
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718.865.8448
kristalautomall.com

Kristal Auto Mall is an authorized
Chevy, Buick, GMC and Cadillac dealer. 
Come see our dealer-wide selection of 

pre-owned vehicles, available now!Chevrolet-Cadillac Showroom
5200 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Buick-GMC Showroom
5226 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Consumer Affairs # Chevy/Cadillac: 1015293, Buick/GMC: 1189038. Financing thru GM Financial. To well qual buyers w/approved Tier 1 Credit (750+ FICO). Not all buyers will qual. See dlr for details. *Based on 24 Mo Closed End Lease w/ 10,000 mi/yr excess mi@ $.25 thereafter. Actual mileage will vary. Lessee
resp for excess wear, tear, & mileage charges as stated. Price(s) incl(s) all costs to be paid by consumer, except for tax, title, lic costs, reg fees, dlr fees & optional equip extra. Pics are illustrative only. All manufacturer incentives applied. Must Take Same Day Delivery. Due to demand & availability, not all vehicles may be
available at arrival, other similar like vehicles maybe available. Must present ad at signing. Malibu: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Conv Pkg. Stk#A7311, MSRP: $26,895. $654 due at delivery incl(s). $995 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $3,096. Resid
Value: $17,481.75. Incl(s) $4,950 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. To qual for Conquest Lease Rebate, must have current lease in household: Kia, Honda, Toyota, Mazda, Nissan, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, or Subaru and $1,000 Bonus Tag. Traverse: 6-Cyl, AWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side
Curtain Impact Air Bags, Tech Pkg, Stk#A7506, MSRP: $39,645. $1,840 due at delivery incl(s). $1,035 down pymt, 1 Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $5,016. Resid Value: $26,562.15. Incl(s) $6750 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. To qual for Conquest Lease Rebate,
must have current lease in household: Kia, Honda, Toyota, Mazda, Nissan, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, or Subaru and $1,500 Bonus Tag. Encore: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8614, MSRP: $25,685. $1,744 due at delivery incl(s). $1,000 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee.
Ttl pymt(s): $3,576. Resid Value: $16,952.10. Incl(s) $4,075 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. Envision: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8376, MSRP: $38,830. $2,460 due at delivery incl(s). $1,600 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank
Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $6,360. Resid Value: $26,016.10. Incl(s) $4,450 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. Terrain: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8522, MSRP: $29,975. $1,855 due at delivery incl(s). $1,115 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595
Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $3,480. Resid Value: $19,783.50. Incl(s) $5,200 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. Acadia: 4-Cyl, AWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8653, MSRP: $33,770. $1,825 due at delivery incl(s). $995 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, &
$595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $5,640. Resid Value: $24,652.10. Incl(s) $2,400 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. This ad supersedes all other ads. Offers end 4/30/17. DMV# Chevy/Cadillac: 7059799, Buick/GMC: 7098819.

YOUR ONLY GM DEALER
IN BROOKLYN!

THE LARGEST

GM FACILITY IN

THE 5 BOROUGHS. 

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED JUST A 

1/4 MILE OFF THE BELT PARKWAY

TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

COMING SOON!

$I29
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 CHEVYMALIBU LT

$I49
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 BUICKENCORE PREFERREDNEW 2017 BUICK

$209
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 CHEVYTRAVERSE LT AWDNEW 2017 CHEVY

$265
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 BUICKENVISION PREFERRED AWD

$I45
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 GMCTERRAIN SLE AWDNEW 2017 GMC

$235
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 GMCACADIA SLE

CONSTRUCTION SALE SPECIALS!
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Brooklyn’s best battle at Barclays
BY LAURA AMATO

He got the win, but came away 
disappointed.

Standout welterweight 
Richardson Hitchins didn’t 
get the knockout he wanted, 
but still dominated in the ring 
at Barclays Center on April 
22, cruising to a unanimous 
decision over Alexander Pi-
cot. The 19-year-old Brooklyn 
native controlled the tempo 
in all four rounds, and earned 
a 40–36 score from all three 
judges.

“I just wanted to give my 
hometown and fans [a good 
fi ght],” he said. “I’m kind of 
disappointed because I didn’t 
get the knockout.”

“When you’re young, you 
want to knock everything 
out,” Hitchins said. “It was 
tough, every clean shot was 
catching him and he was 
getting hurt and battered. I 
thought he was going to give 
up, but he stood up. I thought I 
had it in the third [round].”

Hitchins — who made 

his pro debut at Barclays in 
March with an early-fi ght 
knockout — took charge 
from the opening bell, land-
ing punch after punch. Picot 
spent most of the fi ght backed 
up against the ropes, doing 
his best to simply try to block 
his opponent’s attacks.

“I wanted to pace my-
self, but I started off apply-
ing pressure and punishing 
him,” Hitchins said. “He kept 
getting hurt, but he did not 
go down. I saw him wobbling 
around the ring, running, 
and I was chasing him, but I 
didn’t want to do something 
stupid. If the knockout comes, 
it comes.”

Hitchins went into the 
fi ght wanting to win, no mat-
ter what, and hoping for that 
second knockout. But in the 
end he know he’d managed 
to impress the boxing world 
with his performance and, 
most importantly, gotten a bit 
more experience in the ring.FOCUSED IN: Richardson Hitchins wanted another knockout, but knew he controlled his fi ght against Alexan-

der Picot at Barclays Center on April 22.  Photo by Robert Cole

BY KYLE GORMAN
They tried to get over the 
hump, but couldn’t.

The Cosmos racked up 
plenty of offense, but despite 
an aggressive attack to start 
the night, ended up playing 
Jacksonville Armada FC to a 
1-1 draw at MCU Park on April 
22. 

The home squad controlled 
much of the fi rst 20 minutes, 
setting the pace from the open-
ing whistle, but were unable 
to translate opportunities into 
goals. And as it turned out, the 
situation didn’t improve.

“We’re on the right path,” 
Cosmos standout Andres 
Flores said. “We just need to 
improve those details and try 
to get better.”

Jacksonville grabbed a 
bit of momentum in the 21st 
minute, getting off two shots 
on goal in slightly more than 
a minute, barely missing the 
mark on both. But that aggres-
sion came back to haunt them, 
and led to New York’s only 
goal of the match.

The second miss made its 
way back to midfi eld and onto 
the foot of Flores at midfi eld. 
Flores found Walter Restrepo 
racing down to the top of Jack-
sonville’s box. Restrepo, in 
turn, quickly found Javi Mar-
quez, who took his chances 
on a shot, even with an open 
teammate, Eugene Starikov, 
in the corner.  It was worth the 
risk — Marquez’s goal was his 
fi rst of the season and the fi rst 

given up by Jacksonville this 
year.

“If I can shoot, I’ll shoot,” 
said Marquez on his decision, 
“I’m confi dent in my abili-
ties.”

The Spanish midfi elder 
joined the Cosmos after a ca-
reer in La Liga, and his new 
coach feels his fi rst goal with 
the team can be a major confi -
dence-booster.

“He’s getting to know the 
league,” Cosmos coach Gio-
vanni Savaresse said. “I think 
that now, Javi is going to show 
he’s a quality player.” 

Flores said he, too, has 
praise for his new teammate.

“That adds a lot to the team, 
his experience,” Flores said 

ON-FIELD PUSH: Andres Flores did his best to help jump-start the Cos-
mos offense on April 22, but the squad couldn’t grab much late-game 
momentum.  New York Cosmos

Continued on page 59

Continued on page 59

Cosmos attack comes up 
short against Jacksonville

• ‘If I can change a kid’s 
perspective on life … 
I’ve done my job.’

• ‘I knew that was a 
big turnaround for 
… the game.’

— Brownsville native Daniel Jacobs 
on using his fame to help others

— Poly Prep’s Jane Malafronte 
on her two-run homer
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BY LAURA AMATO
It was a complete team effort.

The High School of Tele-
communication Arts & 
Technology softball team 
crushed Grand Street Cam-
pus 18–6 on April 20, on the 
strength of solid perfor-
mances from just about ev-
ery player on the roster.

“That was great to see,” 
Yellowjackets coach Glenn 
McCartney said. “We have 
no JV, so I have so many 
young girls on the team and 
it’s kind of a developmental 
year for them, so any time I 
can get them real-game ex-
perience is huge.”

Telecom got off to a quick 
start, batting through the 
lineup, and then some, to 
take a seven-run lead in 
the top of the fi rst inning. 
The squad took an analyti-
cal approach at the plate, 
waiting for the perfect pitch 
and then, most importantly, 
swinging when it came. 
Amanda Ramos high-
lighted the early-game rally 
with a three-run homer and 
the Yellowjackets were, ef-
fectively, in control.

“Getting that up much, it 
sets a high confi dence level. 
You live off of that,” said se-
nior shortstop Thalia San-
tiago, who smacked a single 
in her fi rst at-bat. “You’re 
just like, ‘alright, we’ve got 
to keep going strong and 
keep this up.’ ”

Grand Street got two 
runs back in the bottom 
of the frame, but it wasn’t 
quite enough to dent Tele-
com’s collective confi dence, 
and the Yellowjackets’ bats 
quickly went back to work.

Telecom added another 
run in the third and two 
more in the fourth before 
breaking the game open in 
the fi fth. Santiago — who 

just recently committed to 
St. Rose — led the charge, 
blasting a three-run homer. 
As a team, the Yellowjack-
ets weren’t particularly 
challenged at the plate.

“I think the girls got more 
confi dent as they started go-
ing up more,” said Santiago, 
who fi nished with four hits 
and three runs scored. “I 
know, in my fi rst at-bat, I 
was just thinking of trying 
to get into the game and as 
the girls saw and progressed 
more through the pitches, 
they got a hang of the ball.”

Telecom took advantage 
of a handful of Grand Street 
miscues throughout the 
game, and seized momen-
tum on the base paths as the 
Lady Wolves struggled to 
stay consistent in the fi eld. 

“That’s our game plan. 
That’s how Telecom softball 
has always been,” McCa-
rtney said. “Put the ball in 
play, make the other team 
make plays and force plays. 
Just force them to make 
plays. That’s pretty much 
my entire philosophy.”

Grand Street’s best of-
fensive performance came 
in the third — highlighted 
by Araselys Caro’s two-
run triple — but Telecom 
pitcher Jessica Ariza set-
tled in down the stretch. 

It’s a confi dence-boosting 
victory for Telecom, which 
is hoping to make a deep run 
into the playoffs this season, 
and the chance to put every 
player on the box score is 
something the the team is 
determined to build off of.

“We all work together re-
ally well and we all play to-
gether well,” said Telecom 
junior catcher Ashley Scla-
fani. “I feel like just hav-
ing a connection with each 
other really helps a lot.”

Yellowjackets cruise 
to win over Grand

BY LAURA AMATO
It only took one hit. 

Poly Prep senior Nova Stol-
ler was more than happy to 
make sure she delivered it. The 
Blue Devils fi rst baseman con-
nected on the game-winner, 
smashing a single into the gap 
between short and third to lift 
her squad to a 5–4 victory over 
Fieldston on April 21 in an Ivy 
League rivalry matchup. 

“I come up in really clutch 
positions sometimes and I 
have to get the bat on the ball, 
get the barrel out there,” said 
Stoller, who fi nished 3-for-4 on 
the day. “That’s what coach 
says all the time, get the bar-
rel out and good things will 
happen. I think I really made 
that happen today.”

The game — a repeat of the 
last two state championships 
— was a back-and-forth con-
test from the beginning. Field-
ston jumped out to a two-run 
lead in the top of the third, but 
Poly answered in the bottom 
of the frame. 

The Blue Devils weren’t 
perfect in the fi eld, commit-
ting a handful of errors that 
kept Fieldston at-bats alive 
and made it diffi cult for Poly 
to grab any sort of consistent 
momentum early on. 

“We’ve got some young kids 
in spots that don’t have a ton of 
experience. They get exposed, 
sometimes, in a big game,” 
said Blue Devils coach Mil-

dred Piscopo. “When the pres-
sure is on, I think it’s tough 
and it was like, who could get 
through without making the 

THERE IT GOES: Morgan O’Mara follows the fl ight of her double to left 
center. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

BY LAURA AMATO
He’s not trying to change the 
world — just Brooklyn. 

Brownsville native and 
boxing star Daniel Jacobs is 
always determined to be the 
best every time he steps into 
the ring, but he’s also deter-
mined to be the best, period. 
The win totals are impor-
tant, the knockouts are im-
portant, but, as far as Jacobs 
is concerned, his legacy away 
from the sport is what really 
and truly matters.

“I want to spread some 
of that Brooklyn love up in 
here,” Jacobs said. “A lot of 
these guys, in the world of 
sports, don’t understand the 
platform they have or the 
magnitude of the position 
they have and how it’s impor-
tant to give back. 

“I realize I might not be 
able to change the world, but 

if I can change a kid’s per-
spective on life or turn a situ-
ation then I feel like I’ve done 
my job,” he added. 

Jacobs’s work outside box-

ing — which includes his Get 
In The Ring Foundation — 
was honored at Barclays Cen-
ter on April 22 as Borough 
President Adams declared it 
“Daniel Jacobs Day.” It was a 
surreal moment for Jacobs, 
who still couldn’t quite be-
lieve what was happening 
— even when he heard the 
cheers and the applause. 

“I’m overwhelmed. I don’t 
know what to say,” he said. 
“I’m just honored and I can’t 
even believe it’s real. What 
did I do to accomplish this? 
But I do know people look and 
they see and they take notes. 
So they see what I’m doing 
and people recognize.”

Jacobs’s determination to 
leave the world — and Brook-
lyn — better than he found 
it, grew out of the challenges 
he faced in his own life. The 

Brooklyn boxer honored 

GIVING BACK: Boxing star Daniel 
Jacobs is a success in the ring, but 
he’s also focused on bettering his 
community, especially his home-
town in Brooklyn.  
 Photo by Robert Cole

Poly senior lifts 
Blue Devils to win

Continued on page 59

Continued on page 59

THE WIND UP: Telecom’s Jessica Ariza fi res off a pitch during the 
Yellowjackets’ 18–6 win against Grand Street on April 20. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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last mistake.”
Poly thought it seized con-

trol in the bottom of the fi fth, 
racking up three runs on fi ve 
hits, including Jane Malafron-
te’s two-run homer over the 
left fi eld fence.

“As soon as I hit it, just the 
feeling, I knew it was over the 
fence,” Malfronte said. “It re-
ally felt good, I knew that was 
a big turnaround for the team 
and the game itself.”

Fieldston, however, would 
not go down without a fi ght, 
and the Eagles, once again, an-
swered in its next at-bat, knot-
ting the game at four-all as the 
heart of the lineup connected 
on three straight extra-base 
hits. 

Poly did its best to stay fo-
cused — getting out of the in-
ning without falling back into 
a hole — and the Blue Devils’ 
bats did what they had to when 
it mattered most. Charlotte 
Watson smashed a leadoff dou-
ble in the bottom of the sixth 

and Stoller knew she had to de-
liver as soon as she stepped up 
to the plate. Her two-out single 
made it into the outfi eld and, 
in a game of constant momen-
tum swings, did just enough 
to seal the victory for the Blue 
Devils. 

“I’ve done it before,” Stol-
ler said. “You fi nd the gap and 
you get the barrel out and you 
smack it that way. That’s what 
I was trying to do.”

Poly will face Fieldston 
once more in the regular sea-
son, and the squads will likely 
see each other once again in 
the postseason. This fi rst win, 
however, was a big-time con-
fi dence-booster for the Blue 
Devils as the team looks to 
defend its state championship 
next month.

“Certainly when you win 
the fi rst game and go into the 
second one, you know you can 
do this,” Piscopo said. “The 
confi dence level is higher, but 
the team that loses also comes 
in really hungry. So you’ve 
just got to hope that your 
team stays hungry no matter 
what.”

WELCOME HOME: Catcher Jane Malafronte reaches home plate after her two-run homer as her teammates 
wait for her to cross the plate. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

“I’ve never gone four rounds 
in a fi ght before, so that was 
good,” the young boxer said. 
“My coach was happy that we 
got the rounds in, so I’m just 
looking to push up my rounds. 
It’s a good experience.”

Hitchins knew he’d won the 
fi ght before the scores were 
even announced, certain his 
record was still perfect even 
as he retreated to his corner. 
He’d landed the majority of his 
punches — including a hand-
ful of body shots in the fourth 
round that left Picot more than 
just a bit wobbly on his feet.

“I defi nitely knew,” he said. 
“There was no way a judge could 
give the fi ght to a fi ghter getting 
punished like that. [Picot] didn’t 
want to fi ght. I felt like he was 
just there to survive.”

Hitchins — who excelled on 
the amateur circuit and repre-
sented Haiti in the 2016 Olym-
pics  — appears to have a bright 
ring future ahead of him after 
two strong showings at Bar-
clays. But he’s his own tough-
est critic, and is still deter-
mined to prove himself every 
time he fi ghts.

“You’ve got to be the one in 
the gym that’s eager and ready 
to get better and always keep the 
same level of love for the sport of 
boxing,” the teen said. “I walked 
into the gym and it was love at 
fi rst sight. I’ll love it until the 
day I unlace these gloves.”

In other action, Amanda 
Serrano also did her hometown 
crowd proud at Barclays, cap-
turing the women’s bantam-
weight championship with an 
eighth-round technical knock-
out over Dahiana Santana.

“It means everything to 
me.  We worked so hard.  We 
worked hard for this moment,” 
said Serrano, a graduate of 
Bushwick High School.  “To be 
a fi ve-division world champion 
is amazing. To be the fi rst fe-
male and fi rst Puerto Rican is 
amazing.”

Serrano, 28, now has won 
world titles in the bantam-
weight, junior featherweight, 
featherweight, junior light-
weight and lightweight divi-
sions. She had little trouble 
with Santana, controlling the 
fi ght with strong left jabs and 
punishing body shots. The fi ght 
was nearly stopped after four 
rounds, as Santana was exam-
ined by ring doctors after devel-
oping swelling over both eyes.

According to CompuBox 
punch statistics, Serrano (31–
1–1, 23 KOs) landed 152 of 486 
punches, while Santana con-
nected on just 60 her 293 shots.

Serrano wrapped up her 
victory just over a minute into 
the eighth round, drilling San-
tana with punch after punch 
along the ropes. 

“I’m just so happy for this 
moment,” Serrano said after-
ward. “Just to be a fi ve-divi-
sion world champion, I could 
retire today and be the happi-
est woman alive.”

of Marquez. “The inten-
sity [in] the way he plays. I 
think it’s a great add for us 
and of course I think he’s 
going to do great in the next 
game.”

The Cosmos held a 1–0 
lead after the fi rst half, and 
looked to continue the attack 
with a strong fi rst fi ve min-
utes of the second. But Jack-
sonville had an answer for 
every Cosmos push and, as 
the half started to move on, 
FC took control.

“There was something 
that changed towards the 

50th minute,” Savaresse 
said. “They started taking 
advantage; they were fi nding 
us in trouble and they were 
able to score.”

Jacksonville began to ag-
gressively hound the Cos-
mos again midway through 
the second half. Cosmos 
goalie Jimmy Mauer did 
his best — including a back-
wards, leaping save in the 
66th minute — to keep the 
goose egg on the board, but 
Jacksonville continued to 
push, with J.C. Banks net-
ting an unassisted goal in 
the 67th minute.

The Cosmos were unable 
to ever fi nd that late-game 
attack, struggling to contend 

with Jacksonville even after 
FC coach Mark Lowry was 
ejected shortly after Banks’s 
goal. 

New York had one fi nal 
chance for the win in extra 
time, but an open shot went 
right into the arms of Jack-
sonville goalkeeper Caleb 
Patterson-Sewell, and the 
match ended in a draw, an-
other frustrating fi nish for a 
Cosmos squad looking to fi nd 
a bit of offensive rhythm.

“We created a lot of 
clear opportunities, but 
we couldn’t score,” Flores 
said. “That’s something we 
missed in the past games. We 
have to improve in little de-
tails, be more precise.” 

30-year-old was diagnosed 
in 2011 with osteosarcom, 
a life-threatening form of 
bone cancer, and for years 
was told he’d never be able 
to box again.

Jacobs refused to buy 
into that fate, saying he 
knew he’d get back into the 
ring. In 2014 he did, coming 
back to win the world mid-
dleweight title in August of 
that year.

Now, Jacobs is working 
to make sure a new gener-
ation embraces challenges 
the same way he did. He 

spends his free time men-
toring kids and working 
with local groups to focus 
on healthy eating, exercise, 
and anti-bullying. 

“I realize I have a plat-
form that I can [use to] 
give back,” Jacobs said. 
“Maybe these kids don’t 
really listen to parents as 
much as we may like, but 
if they have a guy they like 
or they look up to, then 
that’s when things start to 
sink in and they start to 
have a positive effect. So 
that’s why I take on these 
roles and I try my best to 
relay a positive message to 
these kids.”

Jacobs — who lost to Gen-

nady “GGG” Golovkin in 
a hotly-contested match at 
Madison Square Garden in 
March — is always anxious 
to get back into the ring, but 
no matter what happens in 
his career, he’s determined 
to do well by his hometown 
and, most importantly, by 
the people who have always 
supported him.

“Boxing is my career,” 
Jacobs said. “But there’s 
also another side where I 
want to be the best person I 
can be and live the life that 
gives me happiness when 
I’m not boxing. I just really 
feel great that I can make 
some type of change. That’s 
my goal.” 

Continued from page 58 

SOFTBALL

Continued from page 57 

BARCLAYS
Continued from page 57 

COSMOS

Continued from page 58 

JACOBS
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  R E P O R T E R  I N C.

SAVE 
MONEY

BY SHOPPING 
IN OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS
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Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$13956, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$9,999!*

IN BROOKLYN

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,610, VIN#3FHR338342. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees 
add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 4/30/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC74018. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,340 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 4/30/17.

2015 FORD FLEX SE    
Auto, A/C, Black, 32K Mi,
Stk#2125F  ....................Buy For 

$17,995*

2014 FORD EXPLORER   
Auto, Black, 53K Mi,
Stk#2129F  .................. Buy For 

$19,999*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT
Auto, White, Only 40 Miles!
Stk#4700  .................. Buy For 

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White, 30K Mi,
Stk#2077F  ............... Buy For 

$21,995*

2016 FORD EDGE 4X4 SEL    
Auto, A/C, Black, 7K Mi,
Stk#2152F ................ Buy For 

$23,999*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black, 19K Mi,
Stk#2183F  ................Buy For

$24,995*

2014 FORD FOCUS SEL  
Auto, Lthr, M/Roof, Gray,
13K Mi, Stk#2173F  ...... Buy For 

$9,999*

2013 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA  
Auto, A/C, Silver,
49K Mi, Stk#2190F  ...... Buy For 

$9,999*

2012 FORD TAURUS SEL  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
37K Mi, Stk#2195F  ...Buy For 

$11,995*

2015 KIA OPTIMA LX  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B Grey,
38K Mi, Stk#2022F  .Buy For 

$11,995*

2011 LINCOLN MKS AWD  
Auto, M/Roof, Nav, White,
81K Mi, Stk#2170F  ... Buy For 

$11,999*

2014 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
45K Mi, Stk#2061F  ....Buy For 

$12,999*

2013 CMAX SEL  
Auto, A/C, Red,
16K Mi, Stk#2199F  .... Buy For 

$14,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  ..... Buy For

$15,995*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F ...............Buy For 

$16,999*

FINAL

WEEKEND


