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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They are Vikings for a day!

Raiders from the 11th 
Century will sail into Owl’s 
Head Park in Bay Ridge 
for the 17th Annual Vi-
king Fest on May 20, when 
three different medieval 
re-enactment groups will 
swing their swords, bash 

their shields, and pound 
some knowledge of Nor-
dic history into the heads 
of watching youngsters. 
The festival will welcome 
horned helmet enthusiasts 
from the groups Historic 
Arms, Medieval Scenarios 
and Recreations, and the 
Brooklyn chapter of the So-

ciety For Creative Anach-
ronism — each wowing the 
crowd with their medieval 
and Viking re-enactments. 
But have no fear — mem-
bers of the audience are un-
likely to get skewered with 
swords, said the organizer 
of the festival.

BY COLIN MIXSON
The Department of Education is 
investigating a Park Slope prin-
cipal’s “communist activity” in 
a brazen attempt to silence her 
complaints alleging racist city 
policies that promote segregation 
in Brooklyn schools, according to 
a lawsuit brought against the city 
by Park Slope Collegiate Princi-
pal Jill Bloomberg.

Accusations of leftist-leanings 
may sound out of place in the new 
millennium, but the city’s McCa-
rthy-era slurs are effective, time-
honored tools for destroying rep-
utations and silencing activists, 
Bloomberg said.

“Anti-racist activists have 
historically been characterized 
as communists in an attempt to 
discredit them, and that’s what 
we consider to be chilling,” said 
Bloomberg, who has served as 
principal at Park Slope Collegiate 
since 2004. “Without investigat-
ing anything specifi c, just these 
vague unconstitutional claims, 
is what leads people to fear about 
their politics and what they be-
lieve in.”

Bloomberg says she’s no pink-
o commie, but proudly admits to 
a long history of antagonizing 
school offi cials over perceived 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The city must  keep its prom-
ise and consider adding Ca-
narsie as a stop on the re-
cently launched city-wide 
ferry system , local pols are 
demanding. 

Mayor DeBlasio vowed 
to a roomful of Canarsie 
residents last year that he 

would put their seaside 
neighborhood “on the ta-
ble” for future expansion 
— but no progress has been 
made since then, and now 
that the fi rst boats have set 
sail, it’s about time he looks 
into the possibility, said 
Councilman Alan Maisel 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8Continued on page 10

Art celebrates Gowanus Canal
BY LAUREN GILL

See the gorgeous Gowanus! 
Amateur artists can learn 

to capture the fantastical, fetid 
sight of the Gowanus Canal on 
paper, at a free workshop on 
the banks of the noxious wa-
terway on May 20. “ Abstract-
ing the Gowanus ” will help 
people to see the heavily pol-
luted stretch in a new light, 
according to the artist leading 
the class. 

“My hope is that something 
that people might not have 
not paid attention to, or dis-
counted as an ugly body of wa-
ter, will start to see the beauty 
in it and appreciate what’s re-
ally there,” said Rachael Wren, 
who became intrigued by the 
federal Superfund site last 
year during a canoe trip, when 
the Brooklyn artist discovered 

that its shifting colors pro-
vided the ideal subject for ab-
stract creations.

During her two-hour work-
shop, Wren will teach creators 
of all skill levels to envision 
the canal on paper, using pen-
cil, charcoal, and ink. Partici-
pants will start by jotting down 
a series of small drawings that 
evoke their impressions of the 
 gonorrhea-infested waterway , 
she said.

“The idea is to capture the 
feeling of what they’re see-
ing, not necessarily making it 
look like what they’re seeing,” 
said Wren. “When you’re work-
ing that quickly you bypass 
thought and judgment — re-
ally unexpected and beautiful 
things can happen.” 

The artists will then choose 
Continued on page 6

PUTTING IT ON PAPER: Artist Rachael Wren will lead workshop “Abstracting 
the Gowanus” on the banks of the Gowanus Canal on May 20.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini 

LAND-LOCKED: Viking long-
boat “The Norseman” will be 
at the Viking festival.

WATER 
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNNew Yor

Save 25% or more when you 
bundle your Life, Home & Auto. 

EARL COY
718-927-0200

They had an Allstate Agency they trusted to help them get it right.
Let’s sit down and talk about your life insurance needs today. I’m 
happy to answer questions, explain the details and help you choose 
the right policy for your family and budget. Life insurance is too 
important not to have an Allstate Agent looking out for you. Call me.

BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about a hot shower!

A Park Slope soup 
kitchen will provide a 
cleaning service to the 
homeless next year now 
that locals have voted 
to use tax dollars to pay 
for a mobile shower sta-
tions, where those need-
ing a good scrub can get 
washed up before they fi ll 
their bellies — a win-win 
according to backers of 
the plan. 

“It will be really cool 
to be able to provide this 
to our soup kitchen guests 
and give them a little bit of 
dignity they might lack af-
ter walking around the city 
not having showered for 
awhile,” said Andi Hinnen-
kamp, who is the executive 
assistant for Chips, which 
came up with the idea for 
the showers. “It’s a huge re-
lief knowing we’ll get fund-
ing for it.” 

Residents living in Park 
Slope, Gowanus, Cobble 
Hill, Kensington, Wind-
sor Terrace, and Carroll 
Gardens allotted roughly 
$60,000 through Council-
man Brad Lander’s (D-
Park Slope) participatory 
budgeting — which lets lo-
cals choose how to spend 
part of Lander’s budget — 
for the showers, the pol an-
nounced Monday. 

A 12-seat van will haul 
a trailer housing two 
stalls with showers and 
changing areas that will 
be parked outside of Chips 
on Fourth Avenue and 
Sackett Street during the 
day. People can wash off 
with free soap, shampoo, 

and towels in 15-minute 
intervals before and after 
lunch, according to Hin-
nenkamp.

It will be driven to the 
nearby St. Patrick Catholic 
Academy, which will store 
the showers overnight in 
its parking lot.

The trailer will con-
tain a storage tank with 
250 gallons of clean water 
and a chamber collecting 
dirty water that links back 
to the soup kitchen for dis-
posal. Its lighting, pumps, 
and water heater are solar 
powered, and the rest of the 
power will come from hook-
ups to Chips, said Hinnen-
kamp. 

About 150 to 200 people 
frequent the kitchen for 
breakfast and lunch each 
day, but often fi nd them-
selves with nowhere to 
bathe. 

“We get questions ev-
eryday from people asking 
where they can go take a 
shower and get some clean 
clothes — there really 
aren’t that many options 
in New York for that kind 
of thing,” said the Chips 
leader. 

The closest free showers 
are at social services orga-
nization Turning Point in 
Sunset Park, but it doesn’t 
have the capacity to take 
everyone, said Hinnen-
kamp. 

There are currently 270 
people living in shelters 
in Community Board 6 — 
which includes Park Slope, 
Gowanus, Carroll Gar-
dens, and Cobble Hill — 
and 16,974 homeless people 
across Brooklyn, according 

to Department of Homeless 
Services’ data.

And one Park Sloper 
cast her ballot for the show-
ers because she wanted her 
fellow Kings Countians 
to have the chance to feel 
fresh and sparkling, too, 
she said. 

“One of the reasons I 
voted for this is it’s covering 
another human need, be-
ing able to walk around in 
dignity, feeling like you’ve 
been able to take care of 
yourself properly. I like the 
aspect of that,” said Joanna 
Oltman Smith. 

Other winners on the 
participatory budgeting 
ballot included hooking 
up water to Thomas Cuite 
Park, funding for more 
street trees, and school 
upgrades, but the showers 
came handily in fi rst by re-
ceiving the most votes ever 
for a project in the district, 
according to Lander, who 
said the victory shows the 
size of locals’ hearts. 

“You can think about 
participatory budgeting, 
some of the projects are 
about getting something 
for your kids’ schools or 
own neighborhood park 
but there’s a self interested 
element to it,” he said. 
“This shows there’s also an 
element that brings out our 
most generous, democratic 
selves and compassion is a 
value that is at the core of 
our community.” 

The mobile showers will 
be New York City’s fi rst, but 
the idea has already taken 
off on the west coast where 
one service has been op-

Clean machine!
Slope homeless shelter to get mobile showers

CLEAN AND GREEN: These new solar-powered mobile showers could be parked outside of Chips by 
next spring. Jeanne Pfordresher

Continued on page 10
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BY LAUREN GILL
They want a people’s playground! 

Plans to makeover Fort Greene 
Park must include perks for the 
people who live in the public hous-
ing complexes surrounding it and 
shouldn’t just create a fancy fa-
cade to make the meadow look 
good for gentrifi ers, neighbors de-
manded at a meeting on May 3. 

“We don’t want a vanity proj-
ect, we don’t want a promenade, 
we don’t want more pavement,” 
said one Fort Greener to Brook-
lyn Parks Commissioner Marty 
Maher, who led the meeting. 
“We want more grass, more inti-
mate spaces, we want more recre-
ational opportunities for our kids 
and seniors. This is everyone’s 
backyard.” 

The Parks Department is 
in the midst of redesigning the 
greensward’s Myrtle Avenue en-
trances — which are heavily used 
by residents from nearby Walt 
Whitman and Ingersoll Houses 
—  with $5 million from the city’s 
Parks Without Borders program 
that aims to open and beautify 
parks . 

Green space honchos revealed 
renderings in February that 
showed signifi cant changes on 
the corner of St. Edwards Street, 
including clearing a way to the 
Prison Ship Martyr’s Monument 
by taking out a stone wall and 
granite platforms, and adding 
wheelchair ramps and a water fea-
ture. The agency says it based the 
designs on historic blueprints for 
the park, as well as feedback from 
a November meeting attended by 
about 40 people.

The preliminary plan also in-
cluded chopping down rows of 
trees to create the path up to the 
memorial, but it sparked such out-
rage from locals that the Parks 
Department decided to conduct 
a more thorough examination of 
the timbers, concluding that can 
and will be saved, according to 
Maher.

“We found that the trees had 
solid roots and we could preserve 
them,” he said. 

Residents fumed at the new 
agency head for the majority of the 
meeting, during which he asked 
denizens to give ideas for activi-
ties and programs in the park. In-
stead, locals used the opportunity 
to rail against the earlier plans 
and a perceived lack of outreach, 
and let him know how popular the 
urban meadow is, urging Maher 

to advocate for keeping part of it 
open during the revamp. 

Construction will take 10 to 18 
months and Maher said that por-
tions of the park will need to be 
closed during that time. 

Locals hang out at the park’s 
barbecue area in warm months 
and treat the green space like 
their own backyard because their 
apartments don’t have places to 
sit outside, they told him, and one 
area leader said the tree-hugging 
agency must ensure residents will 
have somewhere to grill and chill 
during the makeover. 

“We use the barbecue — that 
means our summer is done our 
winter is done, our spring is 
done,” said Anthony Sosa, who is 
the tenant association president 
for Ingersoll Houses. “We don’t 
go on the other side of the park 
cause y’all don’t allow barbecu-
ing there. While this construction 
is going on, the other side, it’s go-
ing to get ugly, Marty. People want 
their park.” 

Maher said he is planning on 
installing 20 more tables in the 
next week and promised to relo-

cate the barbecues to some-
where else in the park during 
construction. 

But he couldn’t guarantee 
that he’d be able to keep areas 
such as the playground open, 
instead offering the consola-
tion that residents will be able 
to pick up where they left off 

when the makeover is complete. 
“Sometimes you can accom-

modate, sometimes you can’t. 
Things we can accommodate like 
barbecuing, it’s easy enough to 
relocate,” he said. “When con-
struction is done, any activity you 
could’ve done you can do after.”

Along with the barbecues, lo-
cals asked Maher to expand the 
basketball courts, but the com-
missioner said this is unlikely be-
cause the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission — which must 
rubber stamp any changes to the 
landmarked park — wouldn’t ap-
prove it because of water pipes un-
derneath.

Residents supported more 
lighting and repaving the side-
walks along the park, and 
stressed the agency must be wary 
of changes that would negatively 
impact the community. “I think 
the neighborhood has seen a lot 
of ‘improvements’ that are de-
stroying what exists,” said Lau-
rena Allan. “We need to preserve 
what’s important to this commu-
nity and [the park] is very impor-
tant.” 

HAVING A SAY: (Above) Philip 
Frantzis takes his turn to let Maher 
know how he feels. (Right) Resi-
dent Sandy Reiburn said she was 
never even asked to put in her two 
cents on the makeover. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

DELI CATS: Following their rescue, the two cats fi refi ghters saved from a Fifth 
Avenue fi re sheltered in a nearby deli until their owner came to retrieve them.
 Photo by Paul Martinka

Cat-astrophe is 
averted on Fifth

BY COLIN MIXSON
Two lives down, 16 to go!

New York’s Bravest rescued 
two helpless felines trapped in a 
Fifth Avenue inferno on May 4.

Deli worker Saleh Abdullah 
of Express Deli Grocery called 
911 at 10:15 am after he spotted 
smoke billowing from the top-
fl oor apartment of the building 
between 10th and 11th streets.

Firefi ghters Joe Hayes and 
Mike Biserta emerged from the 
blaze clutching the hysterical 
but otherwise unharmed felines.

The city’s Bravest left the 
lucky furballs with Abdullah, 
who let them relax in his candy 
rack until their owner came to 
retrieve them.

At least one of the cats, ac-
cording to Abdullah, looked like 
he had seen better days.

“The big one was scared,” he 
said.

Firefi ghters extinguished the 
blaze in less than a half hour, and, 

thanks to their efforts, nobody 
— feline or otherwise — was in-
jured, according to a spokesman 
for the Fire Department.

HISSY FIT: Firefi ghter Joe Hayes car-
ries an upset, but unharmed, feline 
from a Fifth Avenue inferno on May 4.
 Photo by Paul Martinka

Locals: Don’t gentrify 
our Fort Greene Park

BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE: Around 60 fi refi ghters rushed to combat the 
blaze that consumed a Fifth Avenue apartment. Photo by Paul Martinka



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AY

 14
, 2

01
7

4

NY Life Extension Center – 1942 E. 8th Street, Brooklyn (Between S & T)
Open 11am Monday – Saturday  NYLifex.com  718-376-8317

NY’S BEST SELECTION AND PRICING ON VITAMINS AND SUPPLEMENTS
Licensed Nutritionist For Over Thirty Years

We help you take the correct supplements for your own unique needs   FREE Fresh Wheatgrass Shots

Brooklyn’s NY Life Extension Center has
Professional Formulas NOT available at Amazon

PLUS
 TA65 for your Telomeres 
 Nicotinamide Riboside for 
Turbocharged Cell Energy!

Do you take vitamins?
Missing the new anti-aging supplements?

Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Talk about troubled wa-
ters.

Offi cials must fl oat 
buoys off the shores of Co-
ney Island and Brighton 
Beach to help law enforce-
ment crackdown on scoff-
law jet skiers terrorizing 
swimmers, demand locals 
who say the wave-ripping 
thrill seekers endanger 
bathers by cruising too 
close to the shore, and the 
bright-red buoys would 
give seafaring lawmen 
more fodder to catch the 
slippery culprits.

“Some people rent jet 
skis and they may not 
know you can’t go close to 
the beach,” said Brighton 
Beacher Capri Djatiasmoro, 
who  launched an online pe-
tition for the buoys  that has 
garnered more than 260 
signatures.  “There needs 
to be a visual aide, because 
right now it’s not a comfort-
able way to swim in the wa-
ter — always being fearful 
of jet skis.”

State law prohibits 
all personal watercraft 
within-500 feet — or the 
length of nearly two foot-
ball fi elds — off the shore, 
according to a rep with the 
New York Police Depart-
ment’s harbor unit, who is-
sues $50 fi nes for those who 
fl out the law. 

Lawbreakers regularly 

skirt the shore and some 
locals blame nearby jet ski 
rental companies for doing 
a poor job of communicat-
ing sea doos and sea don’ts 
to their customers, thus 
making swimmers speed 
bumps in the water, said 
another beachgoer. 

“I think the rental com-
panies need to have better 
communication about the 
law with the people who 
rent the jet skis,” said Hsi-
Ling Chang, who frequents 
Coney Island and Brigh-
ton beaches year-round. 
“I saw a jet ski go over one 
guy who had his head down 
when he was swimming, 
but if he had his head up 
he would have been decap-
itated.” But management 
from the two nearby jet ski 
rental companies, Empire 
Jet Ski, Inc. in Gravesend 
and Rockaway Jet Ski in 
Queens, point the fi nger at 
rogue owners, and say they 
closely watch their renters 
to keep funny business to a 
minimum.

“Our renters don’t go 
anywhere near Coney Is-
land,”  said Robert Kaskel, 
the owner of Rockaway Jet 
Ski. “The shorelines are in-
herently dangerous, people 
can get caught in fi shing 
lines, there’s shallows, you 
could hit rocks.”

The Queens company 
does offer tours to Coney 

where two guides, one at 
the head of the pack called 
the “lead” and someone 
who mans the rear known 
as the “sweeper,” ensure 
three to six jet skiers stay 
on course, according to 
Kaskel. And those who 
rent from Empire Jet Ski 
rarely even venture over 
to Coney Island, accord-
ing the company’s man-
ager.

But it isn’t hard for lone 
riders to purchase a jet 
ski and run amuck, said 
Kaskel. 

“It’s like there’s some-
thing magnetic that pulls 
them to the shore,” he said. 
“And it’s unfortunately re-
ally easy for people to buy 
a jet ski, so it’s defi nitely a 
problem.”

A personal water-
craft operator must be 
at least 14-years-old and 
have proof of completing 
a New York Safe Boating 
Course or other approved 
safety courses, according 
to  state Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation 
records . The crafts can 
cost between $5,000 and 
$15,000. 

The lack of training re-
quired to man a jet ski trou-
bles locals, who feel plop-
ping buoys off the coast of 
Brighton Beach, Coney Is-
land, and Seagate could at 

DANGEROUS WATERS: Locals demand that the city install buoys 500 feet out from Coney Island and 
Brighton beaches to curb jet skiers who illegally cruise along the beach.  Daniel Turkewitz

Buoy for you
Coney swimmers demand boundaries for jet skis

Continued on page 10
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Featuring 
Brand New 
Caribbean 

Menu

Let Us Create 
The Perfect 

Wedding for You
At Affordable 

Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

Wedding Banquets 
And All 
Social Functions

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn 
(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th Streets)

718-252-4614 VALET PARKING

Serving 

Brooklyn Over 

60 Years

LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15,000

Serving the Community with Dignity
We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing the community 
with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing the same 
excellent service.
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one of their speedy 
sketches and create a 
larger version. 

The Lavender Lake is 
so nick-named for its less-
than-natural coloring, 
but participants will cre-
ate their masterpieces in 
black and white — a chal-
lenge to make them focus 
on the unusual contours 
lurking atop Brooklyn’s 
Nautical Purgatory, ac-
cording to Wren.

“It forces you to look 
at the shapes and move-
ments of things — that’s 
the reason why I’m doing 
it with black and white,” 
she said. “I think the black 
and white just lends itself 
to this exploratory type of 
drawing.”

The Gowanus Canal 
has been the muse for 
 photographers  and  mu-
sicians , but most peo-
ple just hold their nose 
and hurry past. Wren 
says that her class will 
help participants to 
truly see the wonder 
in the water in front of 
them.

“Any time you spend 
time thinking, which is 
rare these days, really 
focusing on something, I 
think it makes you imag-
ine and see more,” she 
said. 

Abstracting the Gow-
anus at Whole Foods 
Esplanade (214 Third 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, www.gow-
anuscanalconservancy.
org), May 20 at 2 pm. 
Free. Art supplies pro-
vided.

GOING GREEN: Rachael Wren holds one of her abstract render-
ings of the polluted canal.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini 

Continued from page 1 

GOWANUS

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
You don’t have to be an a-fi sh-
ionado to judge this art. 

Brooklynites can vote for 
their top three choices of de-
signs in the New York Aquar-
ium’s mural competition that 
aims to highlight the damag-
ing effects of plastics on the 
ocean. Judges narrowed the 
fi eld to seven fi nalists whose 
work carries a clear, eco-
friendly message, said one of 
the judges. 

“We’re trying to show that 
garbage is not harmless. It 
goes somewhere,” said Pa-
mela Pettyjohn, who is the 
president of the Coney Island 
Beautifi cation Project. “There 
were some designs that were 
very colorful, very intricate, 
but we want something that 
has a clear, understandable 
message — and these seven 
exemplifi ed that.” 

The panel of judges waded 

through 42 designs by local 
artists, whose fi shy frescos 
detail the harm pollution and 
plastics infl ict on the world’s 
oceans. The sprawling sea-
scapes will be plastered onto a 
wall along a stretch of Board-
walk near W. 10th Street. 

Local conservationists 
hope the message will reso-
nate with residents. 

“It’s no longer reduce, re-
use, recycle — it’s how do we 
eliminate plastics, because 
they’ve gotten into our ecosys-
tem, and our food sources,” 
said Pettyjohn.

Brooklynites can  peruse 
the designs, the artists’ mis-
sion statements, and vote for 
their top three favorites  at 
nyaquarium.com.

The aquarium hasn’t set 
a deadline for voting yet, but 
the three winning designs 
will be unveiled on June 8 — 
World Ocean Day. 

WHALE OF AN ISSUE: Brighton Beacher Alisa Minyukova’s 
mural for the New York Aquarium’s contest highlights the 
damaging effects of plastic containers on local marine life. 
 Alisa Minyukova

ONE BOTTLE AT A TIME: Brooklynite Jana Liptak aims to turn the task of reducing ocean plastics into a fun activity with her mural.
 Jana Liptak 

LITTLE CHANGES, BIG IMPACT: Hark Aoki offers simple tips to reduce plastic waste.  Hark Aoki

AQUARI-EFERENDUM
Vote for the New York Aquarium’s next murals!
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discriminatory policies 
that give students attend-
ing predominately white 
schools advantages over 
the overwhelmingly black 
and Latino students at Park 
Slope Collegiate. 

The school leader be-
came an active critic of the 
city’s education department 
in 2010, when it announced 
Millennium High School 
would join Park Slope Col-
legiate and other schools 
at the John Jay Education 
Campus on Seventh Avenue, 
which in her mind, was an 
attempt by the city to reject 
integrating the children of 
wealthy Park Slope families 
with existing schools.

“It felt like here was a 
fantastic opportunity to 
create an integrated school 
and, rather than try to do 
that, rather than address 
whatever barriers they 
think there might be, DOE 
said we need a separate 
school for students living in 
the zip,” Bloomberg said.

Since then, she has led 
parents in chants harangu-
ing department offi cials, pro-
tested security cameras and 
metal detectors at schools, 
organized anti-segregation 
panels, and gathered par-
ents and students for dem-
onstrations following police 
violence against blacks and 
Latinos, and, while she has 
been admonished by school 
offi cials, she hasn’t faced 
disciplinary action. 

But that changed after 
Bloomberg discovered that 
the 1,261 students at Millen-
nium had nearly twice as 

many sports teams as the 
1,859 other students attend-
ing schools at the John Jay 
campus, and the fi re-brand 
principal fi red off com-
plaints to offi cials accusing 
the city of violating the Civil 
Rights Act. 

Within two weeks, she 
says, investigators were in-
terrogating her colleagues 
about her political activi-
ties, and, if the timing 
weren’t enough to make her 
suspicious that the inves-
tigation was linked to her 
accusations of racism, then 
the absurdity of the city’s 
allegations was.

“It’s so vague and ridicu-
lous, what else could it pos-
sibly be about?” she asked.

A legal memorandum 
compiled by city lawyers 
states the Department of 
Education investigation 
was launched in response 
to complaints from an 
anonymous source, who 
said Bloomberg’s husband 

fi lmed a documentary on 
behalf of the  Len Ragozin 
Foundation  — which is af-
fi liated with the Marxist 
Progressive Labor Party 
— that was screened at the 
school for $20 a seat.

But her advocacy has 
nothing to do with the city’s 
ongoing investigation into 
her communist dealings, 
according to Department 
of Education spokeswoman 
Toya Holness.

Bloomberg admitted her 
husband did help fund a 
documentary regarding ra-
cial profi ling through the 
Ragozin Foundation, and 
that the fi lm was screened 
at the school, but said her 
husband’s foundation has 
no connection to commu-
nism and that the fi lm, 
which was offered for free, 
was permitted by the De-
partment of Education.

“They’re investigating me 
for things that are demonstra-
bly false,” Bloomberg said.

July 19, 2015
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

JORDAN’S

LOBSTERS
FOR MOTHER’S DAY

FACE OF COMMUNISM?: Park Slope Collegiate Principal Jill 
Bloomberg says the Department of Education is investigating her 
“communist activity” in an attempt to silence her allegations of 
racist city policies promoting segregation in Brooklyn schools.

Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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PRINCIPAL

“I hope not, but shish 
kabobs are a very popular 
dish in our neighborhood,” 
said Victoria Hofmo, presi-
dent of the Scandinavian 
East Coast Museum. 

During the Festival, 
kids can run around the 
park searching for medi-
eval treasures during a Vi-
king Treasure Hunt from 
10 am until noon, when the 
traditional musical per-
formances start. One the 
stage this year will be El-
len Lindstrom of the Swed-
ish Meatballs, the Donny 
Golden School of Irish 

Dance, Clann Eireann Pip-
ers, and Young Dancers in 
Repertory.

The festival will also fea-
ture traditional Scandina-
vian food, and a replica of 
a Viking ship and its crew, 
named the “Norseman.”

The event is such a big 
attraction that families of 
Norwegian descent fl ock 
to the park from across the 
country and from across 
the pond, said Hofmo.

“It’s been interesting to 
see how far it’s come, how 
much of a reach it has. It’s 
become a destination that 
weekend,” she said. “And 
it’s now attracting people 
from Norway.”

Participants at the his-

torical festival will teach 
youngsters about the Vi-
king invaders who plun-
dered medieval villages, 
and the kids have a blast 
while learning, said Hofmo. 

“I hope people come 
down and have a good 
time,” she said. “I think it’s 
a fun event because it at-
tracts all different ages and 
all different backgrounds 
and I think it has the right 
amount of kitsch and edu-
cation.”

Viking Fest at Owl’s 
Head Park (68th Street 
and Colonial Road in Bay 
Ridge, www.facebook.com/
Scandinavian-East-Coast-
Museum). May 20, 10 am–5 
pm. Free.

VIKINGS
Continued from page 1
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OPHTHALMIC SURGERY

Simple Procedure Improves 
Dry Eyes & Sagging Eyelids
Exclusive interview with Dr. Golio, Director of Craniofacial Surgery

I
f you have recurring infections on your eyelashes, 
dry eyes, feeling of dirt, debris, sand, odd bodies 
or watery eyes, you are not alone. A simple proce-
dure performed under local anesthesia can help.

 Dr. Dominck I. Golio says, “A growing number of 
people fl ock annually to be examined due to these 
symptoms. There are many diffent causes for these 
problems. Age, Arthiritis, the use of certain drugs to 
lower blood pressure, meds to treat allergies, parkin-
sons & nerves may increase the chances of dry eyes 
exposing them to recurring infections & other serious 
conditions.”
 Not everyone can reduce or stop using meds or 
drops of artifi cial tears and antibiotics are not enough 
for many. Dr. Golio explains, “A test that all patients 
with these symptoms should take in front a mirror, 
lower the lower eyelid with the index fi nger and hold 
it in this position for fi ve seconds. It is important not 
to blink for this test. Typically, the lid returns to its 
normal position in a second. We often see patients 
with such sagging eyelids that after taking this test 
their eyelids do not return to their position within 7 to 
10 seconds.”
 A simple procedure that does not require hospital-
ization, removes a small amount of skin from the edge 
of the eyelid restoring the position thereof. “It’s like 

pulling the rope of a hammock that has withered with 
time,” says Dr. Golio.
 If this situation is not corrected, eyes that are 
exposed outdoors for longer periods of time may 
have increased symptoms and incidences of infec-
tions. Flabby eyelids occasionally veer inward and the 
lashes touching the eye causing even more irritation.
 This procedure that corrects a sagging lower lid is 
done under local anesthesia by removing excess skin, 
aligning the eyelid to the outer eye while removing 
excess fat by pulling the eyelid down. There is no pain 
or patches needed, you return home the same day 
and the stitches fall out on their own within one or two 
weeks.
 The same day of the surgery you can watch televi-
sion, read a book, warm up your own food as well as 
wash your face permitting the stitches to get wet. 
 In short, you will be able to fend for self the same 
day of procedure.
 Private insurances and Medicare will cover the 
procedure when it’s done to correct the excess fl ab, 
symptoms of tearing, recurrent infections or inver-
sion of the eyelashes. This procedure should not be 
confused with under-eye bags that are considered a 
cosmetic concern and therefore is not covered by any 
insurance.

935 Park Ave NY, NY 10028
212-628-8880

2460 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

212-628-8880

Specialist in Diagnosis 
& Treatment of:

Sagging Upper 
& Lower Eyelids

Dry Eyes
Reconstructive Surgery 

after Skin Cancer Cosmetic 
Surgery, Rhinoplasty 

(Nose Surgery)

Christine Persaud - Offering Home Care Training & Services Since 1992

 TEL: 718-843-8449 - 917-592-8686

All programs are approved by New York State Education Dept

CHRISTINE PERSAUD
Director / CEO

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Placement Available In:

FREE HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Nurses  

Aide Training
$699
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(D–Canarsie). 
 “It would be a very good 

idea.  When the Mayor was 
in Canarsie last Septem-
ber he had indicated they 
would consider Canarsie ,” 
said Maisel. “I take him at 
his word that they are go-
ing to. They promised they 
were going to consider it.”

Canarsie was omitted 
from  the city’s 2013 ferry 
feasibility study , which 
did include Floyd Ben-
nett Field in Marine Park 
and Sheepshead Bay, even 
though neither were con-
sidered viable options at 
the time. 

Now the Economic De-
velopment Corporation — 
the agency spearheading 
the  ferry service  — admit-
ted the city has not made 
any headway on expand-
ing to Canarsie since Hiz-
zoner’s pledge, but again 
promised it would be in-
cluded in the next possible 
study after the full roll-
out is complete in 2018, ac-
cording to a department 
spokeswoman. 

Canarsie Pier — which 

is in the Gateway National 
Recreation Area, and thus 
owned and operated by the 
National Parks Service — 
lacks the infrastructure 
needed to dock ferries and 
safely host lines of rid-
ers waiting to board. But 
that’s nothing a little bit of 
cash can’t solve, said Mai-
sel. 

“They would have to do 
something — have to have 
a place to accommodate 

the people, some infra-
structure, maybe build a 
building and have a place 
to sell tickets,” he said. 
“Everything could be 
done with money, no phys-
ical problems that cannot 
be overcome.”

And Borough President 
Adams — who has long 
advocated for bringing a 
nautical option to transit-
starved nabes like Canar-
sie — is willing to provide 
some of the dough needed 
to build proper infrastruc-
ture, The Beep said.  The 
impending shutdown of 
the L train, which trans-
ports straphangers from 
Canarsie into Manhattan, 
makes bringing the ferry 
system to Canarsie even 
more imperative , he said. 

“I’m happy to see we 
are starting, but it’s im-
perative to me that all of 
Brooklyn is serviced, par-
ticularly in transporta-
tion-strapped areas like 
Canarsie,”  said Adams. 
“ The L is going to be of-
fl ine for a period of time, 
that’s going to impact Ca-
narsie residents,  and so we 
need to think differently 
of how we can get people to 
and from Manhattan, and 

this an opportunity,”
Canarsie residents are 

waiting with all hands on 
deck for the ferry to cruise 
their way, said Maria Gar-
rett, president of the Fresh 
Creek Civic Association.

“Yes, absolutely, I have 
to take the bus and trains 
— that’s my only way of 
transit,” she said. “I was 
just coming home last 
night and one of my neigh-
bors, she was saying, she 
can’t wait for the ferry to 
come to Canarsie.”

The National Parks 
Service is open to discuss-
ing how to accommodate 
service to Canarsie Pier, 
according to a spokes-
woman for the federal 
agency, but straphangers 
will still have to wait a 
few years, said a spokes-
woman for the Economic 
Development Corporation.

“We’re currently fo-
cusing our efforts on ini-
tial rollout of NYC Ferry 
for this year and in 2018,” 
said Stephanie Baez. “If 
ridership demand is high 
and service is successful, 
then we may be able to 
consider other opportuni-
ties for expansion to more 
communities.”

Continued from page 1 

FERRY

least alert wave runners to 
off-limit areas. 

But the city’s Parks De-
partment won’t bite, be-
cause buoys actually en-
danger weak swimmers by 
enticing them to wade out 
too far, according to Parks 
Department offi cials who 
could not provide studies 
citing the trend. Now, frus-
trated residents and lo-
cal pols are joining forces 
to craft legislation that 

would amend state law to 
 mandate the buoys at the 
500-foot mark .  

“My offi ce has received 
dozens of calls from con-
stituents who are con-
cerned that boats and jet 
skis are operating within 
swimming zones,” said As-
semblywoman Pamela Har-
ris (D-Coney Island), who 
plans on introducing leg-
islation that would mark 
the swim zone with naviga-
tional aids such as buoys. 
“It’s imperative that we ad-
dress this issue before trag-
edy strikes.”

BUOY
Continued from page 4

SEAS THE DAY!: Councilman 
Alan Maisel wants the city to 
move forward with adding a 
stop at Canarsie Pier for the 
city-wide ferry system. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe 

erating on-the-go stations 
for more than three years, 
during which 4,000 home-
less people have hopped in. 
Its head honcho applauded 
the new Brooklyn show-
ers and reported that there 
has been a huge demand for 
them. 

“We know the need is 
just tremendous,” said 
Doniece Sandoval, who 

is the head of  Lava Mae , 
which provides free show-
ers in old buses outfi tted 
with stalls to homeless 
Californians.  “It’s a re-
ally critical service — you 
can imagine life on the 
street is hard enough. If 
you can’t keep up with 
your hygiene, you don’t 
feel like yourself … being 
able to wash that away is 
really critical.” 

If all goes to plan, the 
showers will be open by 
next spring, according to 
Hinnenkamp. 

SHOWERS
Continued from page 2
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We do more than you think…
Brookdale Hospital provides a number of Specialty Services close to home in Brooklyn.

Neurology/Stroke, Dental, Oncology/Cancer, Orthopedic Services and others.
We have 6 Ambulatory Care Centers and an Urgent Care Center conveniently located in 

East Brooklyn. We also have a Verified Trauma Center.
Our doctors are here to serve you…in your neighborhood.

www.brookdalehospital.org       info@bhmcny.org       718.240.5000
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