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BY COLIN MIXSON
And they’re off!

The race to purchase the be-
leaguered Kensington Stables 
will head to the auction block 
unless a deal with beloved 
barn’s bankrupt owner is ham-
mered out quickly enough to 
satisfy a judge who says credi-
tors must be paid fast, accord-
ing to the horse house’s man-
ager.

“The judge is getting an-
gry and something has to get 
done ASAP,” said Walker Blan-
kenship, who manages Kens-
ington Stables on behalf of its 
owner, his mother. “We’re try-
ing to avoid that, but we’re un-
der the gun.”

The city and others wish-

BY COLIN MIXSON
Community Board 6’s Craig 
Hammerman is 
taking an un-
paid 60-day 
leave from his 
job beginning 
May 17, claiming 
he needs to “get 
over” the former 
lover he is accused of 
stalking, his lawyer said.

“He’s been abused by this 
woman and she’s been playing 
him,” said Joyce David said of 
her embattled client. “He needs 
to get his head together, and 
also he needs to get over her.”

Police cuffed Hammerman 
— who has worked at CB6 since 
1990 and is paid $112,000 a year 
to be its district manager — on 
two occasions in March; once 
for allegedly using his ex-girl-
friend’s Uber account to track 
her to a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
hotel, and once for being in a 
Park Slope bar she was also 
in, thus violating a protection 
order she has against him.

A race 
to save 
stables

CB6 manager 
takes leave 
of absence 

HAMMERED OUT 

Continued on page 24Continued on page 24
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Goat to it!
Max, a rambunctious kiko goat, is one of four cloven-hoofed quadrupeds the Parks Department 
has brought back to Prospect Park, where they’ll help mange weeds and other plants this summer. 
For more, see page 3. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

HORSE SENSE: The horses at Kens-
ington Stables are looking worried 
about their future. 
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By Alexandra Simon

It is 40 years old and dancing strong.
The country’s largest festival 

of African dance will return to the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music this month to 
celebrate its 40th anniversary. This year’s 
Dance Africa Festival, starting on May 
26 with the theme “The Healing Light of 
Rhythm: Tradition and Beyond,” will honor 
both the past and the present, looking at the 
origins of traditional dances and also show-
casing what is happening in the dance world 
now, said the festival’s artistic director.

“We are celebrating the power of the 
traditional African dance as well as the 
contemporary voice of the diaspora,” said 
Abdel R. Salaam. “People will not only be 
entertained but be empowered by the expe-
riences, and that is the focus of program.”

This year’s show will feature a new twist 
— a collaborative performance between 
three dance companies, all of whom have 

performed at the Festival in previous years. 
The three groups — Bedford-Stuvesant’s 
Asase Yaa, Forces of Nature, and Illstyle 
and Peace Productions — will combine 
forces to present “The Healing Sevens,” 
a multi-genre piece that fuses elements of 
hip-hop, African, contemporary, and mod-
ern dance. This combination performance, 
which will take up the first half of the eve-
ning, will also feature a rhythm that strays 
from the usual musical measurements, said 
the director of Asase Yaa.

“It involves a lot of different things — 
we took traditional African rhythms and 
put a twist on them, and we’re doing all 
of our rhythms in sevens,” said Kofi Osei 
Williams,

The “healing” portion of this year’s 
theme will be highlighted in a performance 
from Guinean dance group Wula Dance and 
Drum Ensemble, with a piece in response to 
lives lost or destroyed by violence.

“The second half of the show focuses 
on healing in the community and makes 
some choreo-commentary on gun violence 
within not just inner cities, but at large,” 
said Salaam. “I wanted to do something 
to focus on the healing of our young men 
because I think our young men need a lot of 
support and focus, so this year we are going 
to attempt to send this message that we need 
to work together to make this world better 
for all of us.”

The festival, the longest-running series 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, has 
evolved over the years, adding theater and 
storytelling elements to pure dance perfor-
mances, said Salaam.

“I added an element of theater and 
shifted it somewhat,” he said. “Being a 
choreographer and artistic director who is 
impassioned by story and dance, theater 
adds more of that and provides a more 
creative festival.”

The festival’s founding director Chuck 
Davis, better known as Baba Chuck, passed 
away last week. His dedication to the fes-
tival and his work connecting it to orga-
nizations in the Brooklyn community is 
what caused the event to continue for so 
long, said Williams — and his work will 
continue.

“Baba Chuck Davis is very big influ-
ence for us and he taught us a lot about 
African culture and dance. The show is 
here because of the words he lived by,” 
said Williams. “Dance Africa is one of the 
biggest African shows in the world and it 
always raises the bar to show people how to 
celebrate African culture.”

Dance Africa Festival at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House [30 Lafayette Ave 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.bam.
org. May 26 at 7:30 pm, May 27 at 2 pm and 
7 pm, and May 28–29 at 3 pm. $25.

Dance Africa Festival looks to repair the spirit

Heal & toe

Returning champions: The BAM-Restoration Dance Youth 
Ensemble has performed at the Dance Africa Festival every 
years since its founding 20 years ago. Richard Termine

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re making history in 
Brighton Beach — and they’re 
proud!

Marchers in the country’s 
fi rst-ever Russian-speak-
ing pride march — Brighton 
Beach Pride — will be mak-
ing their way through Little 
Odessa on May 20 to show the 
enclave of conservative Rus-
sians that they’re here and 
they’re queer. 

The seaside neighbor-
hood is home to large groups 
of Russian-speaking immi-
grants who fl ed their com-
munist countries in the 1980s 
and ’90s around the fall of the 
Soviet Union, and many still 
hold onto the motherland’s ho-
mophobic views. But marchers 
want to change that, said one 
of the organizers from RUSA 
LGBTIQ, a U.S.-based network 
of Russian-speaking LGBTIQ 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, intersex, and queer) 
immigrants and their allies. 

“Some people, who live in 
Brighton Beach, have not ad-
opted all American values, 
including tolerance towards 
the LGBTIQ community. Our 
members, who settle down 
there experience a lot of issues 
with homophobia and trans-
phobia — LGBTIQ people expe-
rience slurs, and discrimina-
tion,” said Lyosha Gorshkov, 
who identifi es as queer and 
immigrated from Russia to 
Midwood in 2014. “That’s why 
we have to stand up for our-
selves and raise our voice.”

Many in the Brighton Beach 
community — which  voted 
overwhelmingly for President 
Trump , and where  residents of 
Trump Village applauded that 
their home bears his name  
— still hold on to some of the 
conservative values from back 
home, said Gorshkov.

“They came from a differ-
ent background and different 
historical period of time,” he 
said.

But many LGBTIQ millen-
nials from the former Soviet 

Union are still immigrating 
to Brighton Beach today be-
cause of the comfort of living 
in a neighborhood that speaks 
their language — and they de-
serve to feel safe and welcome 
in their local grocery store 
too, said Gorshkov. 

“We are marching on Sat-
urday because we want Brigh-
ton Beach to be tolerant and 
more accepting place for all 
people,” he said. 

But the discrimination un-
fortunately doesn’t end with 
the older population, said Gor-
shkov, because some of the 
younger immigrants who have 
settled down in the neighbor-
hood brought with them the 
intolerance they grew up with 
back home. 

“It’s not only about the old 
generation — the people who 
are coming recently, not LGB-
TIQ, but coming from former 
Soviet countries and the very 
young generation who inher-
ited homophobic intentions 
from the countries of their 

origin now,” he said. “But we 
live in New York, and we want 
Brighton Beach to be a part of 
New York.”

And the neighborhood’s 
residual prejudice feels espe-
cially unjust, said Gorshkov, 
because many of those living 
there today are Russian Jews 
who fl ed from persecution 
themselves.

“Many people, who came 
here in 1970s and ’80s, were 
predominantly Jewish people, 
who fl ed from the Soviet Union 
escaping from persecution,” 
he said. “But some of them ex-
hibit intolerance to gay people, 
black people, Muslim people 
and others. With our march 
we try to break through the 
wall of intolerance towards 
LGBTIQ people.”

And the  horrifying news 
that’s coming out of Chechnya 
about its government tortur-
ing and detaining gay people  
makes this march even more 
imperative, said Gorshkov.

“It’s a pretty tough topic 

right now,” he said. “We are 
trying just to acknowledge 
this issue being here in the 
United States, because we do 
have people from Chechnya 
who come here and we want to 
support them as well.”

But Gorshkov hopes the 
fi rst march of its kind will 
make his neighbors more ac-
cepting and open-minded so 
they can all live there harmo-
niously together, he said. 

“I hope it will be a sunny 
day with a lot of happy faces, 
a lot of enjoyments, a lot of 
encouragements,”  said Gor-
shkov. “We are not invisible 
— we are here, we are queer 
— we live in the same neigh-
borhood, go to same stores, 
go to same medical facilities 
and you have to respect our 
rights.”

“Brighton Beach Pride” at 
the Riegelmann Boardwalk (3 
Riegelmann Boardwalk near 
Ocean Parkway in Brighton 
Beach, rusalgbt.com) May 20 
at 11:30 am. 

WELCOME ALL: Members of the Russian-Speaking American LGBTIQ Association participated in the June 2016 
Pride March in Manhattan, and now Lyosha Gorshkov, at left, has organized the nation’s fi rst-ever Russian-
speaking pride march on Saturday in Brighton Beach. Lyosha Gorshkov 

PRIDE ON THE MARCH
First-ever Russian gay pride parade heading to Brighton Beach
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BY MATT JOHN
It’s turtles napping instead of turtle-nap-
pings!

The turtles of Prospect Park that 
were  tagged and bagged (well, defi nitely 
bagged) by poachers earlier this month  
and later saved by good Brooklynites 
were happily sunning themselves this 
week with what seemed to be not a care 
in the world.

Life had become hard as their shells 
two weeks back when witnesses spotted 
fi ve women luring turtles into bags at 
Prospect Park. Four of the turtle thieves 
fl ed the scene, leaving the bags of tur-
tles behind. The one thief remaining 
was caught, and since it is illegal to kill 
or harm animals in the park, she was 
slapped with a $1,000 fi ne for kidnapping 
27 turtles.

It was never clear what the poachers 
intended to do with the reptiles, but it 
was speculated that they may have been 
trying to sell them on the black market 
given that the species of turtle in the 
park that were kidnapped are popular 
pets and there are several dishes that 
can be made with turtles. 

Now, all those fears have been put to 
rest as the turtles and other park fauna 
know that the good people of Brooklyn 
have their back!

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re baaaaa-ck!*

Brooklyn’s Backyard cel-
ebrated the grand return of 
its four cloven-footed weed 
munchers on May 10, when a 
herd of goats who the Prospect 
Park Alliance hired to snack 
the summer away on grass, 
weeds, and even poison ivy re-
turned to Prospect Park.

The furry weed whackers 
are highly effective, non-toxic, 
and always come to work on 
time, according to Prospect 
Park Alliance Forestry Tech-
nician Alexandra Kerr.

“The goats, they’re pretty 
productive,” Kerr said. “That’s 
why we brought them back 
this year.”

 Last year , the alliance 
hired a whopping eight goats 
to munch on unwanted plant 
stuff, and the four-legged 
lawn mowers proved so effec-
tive, park managers  sent them 
back to the farm  for fear they’d 

Park’s got your goats

Freed turtles rock on

SUNNY DISPOSITION: (Above 
and below) The turtles of 
Prospect Park do what they 
do best: sun themselves on 
the nicest rocks. They’re in 
much better shape then they 
were last week, (left) when 
someone bagged them up. 
 CNG / Matt John

WACKY WEEDERS!: (Above) Goats 
are back in Prospect Park for the  
summer, where they will munch 
on invasive plants (Right) Max the 
goat sneaks a smooch from Alex-
andra Kerr.  
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

ANIMALS GO WILD IN PROSPECT PARK

MESSIN’ WITH THE KID: Max the kiko goat takes a picture with report-
er Colin Mixson as Prospect Park Alliance spokeswoman Lucy Gardner 
laughs at him in the background. Photo by Christian Zimmerman

Critters return to weed Brooklyn’s backyard

start gnawing on more attrac-
tive leafy greens the park 
would rather keep undigested, 
according to Kerr.

This year, they decided 
on hiring roughly half the 
number of seasonal labor-
ers, including a New Zealand 
kiko goat named Max — who 
stands out thanks to his black 
coat and curly horns — and 
three Swiss toggenburg goats 
named Unicorn, Swirl, and 
Cinnamon. 

Max is the only goat re-
turning from last year’s job, 
and he’s also the most active 
in trying to escape the goat’s 
hilly enclosure in the Vale 
of Kashmere, said Kerr, who 
hinted that he may coming up 
with a plan to break out.

“He’s the one brushing up 
while we open the gate, and I 
think he’s studying how we 
put the fences together,” she 
said. 

Max is also very affec-
tionate, according to Kerr, al-
though she said her favorite 
is the other man of the herd, 
Unicorn.

“Max is defi nitely the one 
who comes up to me more, 
but I really like Unicorn,” she 
said. “He’s very sweet and doc-
ile.”

The goats will munch away 
on weeds in the Vale of Kash-
mere for a few weeks, before 
park managers send them 
over to Lookout Hill, where 
they’ll continue their impor-
tant mission of fi lling their 16 

bellies — each goat has four — 
with undesirable plants.

Meanwhile, park workers 
will be shoring up the hill at 
Vale of Kashmere against ero-
sion, as they plant more-wel-
come species of shrubs and 
ground cover as part of a fed-
erally funded restoration proj-
ect.

It’s unclear exactly how 
long the goats will be in the 
park, and while Kerr suspects 
they’ll be there until Septem-
ber, their stay is dependent in 
part on how hungry they are 
and how quickly they chew 
through Prospect Park’s less 
welcome plants.

Of course, not all goat graz-
ing stories end well. In 2014, an-
imals used to clear unwanted 
green in Dumbo where l oaded 
into a butcher’s van and sent 
to their doom . 

The Prospect Park Alliance 
is inviting park patrons to get 
up close and personal with 
their four-legged employees 
at Prospect’s Lefferts Historic 
House [452 Flatbush Ave. near 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park] May 21, 1–4 pm. Free.

*Yes, we understand they 
are goat and not sheep. But 
we fi gured we could get away 
with it.

Un-poached, creatures freely sun themselves at ponds
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BY JIM HARNEY
Once again, it was out with the 
old, in with the new.

The Brooklyn Bar Associa-
tion unveiled its newest leader-
ship roster on May 5 at its annual 
meeting in Brooklyn Heights, 
bidding farewell to outgoing 
president Frank Seddio and wel-
coming his successor, Aimee 
Richter. 

Seddio, who heads the Brook-
lyn Democratic Party and 
the Thomas Jefferson Demo-

cratic Club, said addressing the 
145-year-old bar association for 
the last time as its president was 
“bittersweet for me.”

Richter, a partner in the law 
fi rm Lee Anav Chung White 
Kim Ruger & Richter LLP, said 
she looked forward to taking 
the helm of the venerable group. 
“You look back at all of the peo-
ple that have been the BBA presi-
dent, and I’m so in awe,” she said 
when she learned she was next 
in line for the position. “It’s hard 

to believe that I’ll be one of those 
people.”

The association also an-
nounced the other results of its 
offi cer elections, held just prior 
to the meeting at its Remsen 
Street headquarters. David M. 
Chidekel will be president-elect, 
Frank V. Carone will be the fi rst 
vice president, Anthont J. Lam-
berti will be second vice presi-
dent, Armena D. Gayle will serve 
as secretary, and Richard Klass 

A changing of the guard at 
the Brooklyn Bar Association

NEW LEADERSHIP: (Left) Newly elected Brooklyn Bar Asso-
ciation president Aimee Richter is congratulated by outgoing 
president Frank Seddio, left, and Association executive director 
Avery Okin at the Association’s annual meeting Downtown on 
May 10. (Center) Brooklyn Supreme Court Justice Donald Kurtz 
and Nina Kurtz, Esq. were on hand. (Above) Sidney Cherubin, 
managing attorney for the Brooklyn Bar Association’s Volun-
teer Lawyers Project, received the Freda S. Nisnewitz Award for 
Service to the Community. Photos by Stefano GiovanniniContinued on page 24
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At Kearny Bank the numbers 
add up…for you.
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0.05% or less there isn’t much to add. 
If your money market account is barely 
adding anything to your balance, come 
to Kearny Bank. We’ll put your cash to 
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Market Plus Account and you can 
watch the returns grow.
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Our Numbers Add Up

Do Yours?
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689 Fifth Avenue

718-768-4800
kearnybank.com

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APYs in effect as of 2/21/17 and subject to change without notice. Minimum daily balance of $100,000 is 
required to earn interest and avoid a monthly service fee of $25. Interest is not earned on balances up to $99,999. Fees could reduce 
earnings. Transaction limitations apply. Deposit limits may apply. Accounts earn a blended rate on the tier requirements. New money only. 
New money means funds that are not on deposit with Kearny Bank. One account per depositor. See an account representative for details.
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COMMERCIAL
ACCOUNTS!

BY JAMES HARNEY
Retired Bishop Thomas Daily, the 
Bishop Emeritus of the Brooklyn Arch-
diocese, whose legacy included fund-
raising triumphs, a highly publicized 
clash with a governor over abortion, 
and the taint of pedophile priest scan-
dals in two dioceses, died on May 15 at 
age 89.

Daily died at the Bishop Mugavero 
Residence — named for Bishop Fran-
cis Mugavero, whom Daily replaced in 
1990 — at the Immaculate Conception 
Center in Douglaston, Queens.

Born and raised in Massachusetts, 
Daily spent much of his career as a par-
ish priest and administrator in Boston 
before leading archdioceses in Palm 
Beach, Fla., and Brooklyn.

He was ordained a priest in 1952 by 
the Archdiocese of Boston, and served 
the fi rst eight years of his ministry at 
St. Ann’s Church in the Boston suburb 
of Quincy.

Daily left St. Ann’s in 1960 for South 
America, where he spent fi ve years do-
ing missionary work with the poor in 
Lima, Peru. He returned to St. Ann’s in 
1965, served as assistant pastor there 
until 1971; was named an auxiliary 
bishop, in 1975, then a vicar general, 
in 1976, of the Boston Archdiocese, be-
fore being named the fi rst bishop of the 
new Diocese of Palm Beach in 1984.

Daily was appointed by Pope John 
Paul II in 1990 as the sixth bishop of 
the Diocese of Brooklyn and Queens, 
home to about 1.5 million Catholics. 
At the time he took the helm, the dio-
cese was in dire straits fi nancially, but 
Daily implemented an aggressive pro-
gram of parish consolidation and reor-
ganization, as well as a capital invest-
ment campaign that raised $67 million 
to pay for much-needed repairs to 
churches and schools across both bor-
oughs. 

But along with success came con-
troversy and, later, infamy.

In his fi rst news conference as 
Brooklyn Archbishop, Daily started 
a fi restorm by saying in response to a 
reporter’s question that he would bar 
then-Gov. Mario Cuomo from speak-
ing at parish churches in the diocese, 
which included Cuomo’s home bor-
ough of Queens, because of his posi-
tion on abortion. Cuomo, a Catholic, 
had said that while he privately op-
posed abortion, he publicly supported 
abortion rights and public funding for 
abortions for the poor.

“I fi nd that a contradiction,” the 
bishop said. “Politicians have to be 
consistent, especially when it comes to 
the life issue.”

And in 2002, Daily became em-
broiled in a pedophile priest scandal in 
Boston, that had begun brewing while 

he was serving in that archdiocese 
under Cardinals Humberto Medeiros 
and Bernard Law. Daily was named as 
a defendant in dozens of suits fi led by 
people who claimed that the Rev. John 
J. Geoghan had molested them in his 
three decades as a priest.

It was Daily who allowed Geoghan 
to take a brief sabbatical to Italy, then 
placed him back into the same par-
ish near a family Geoghan was found 
to have traumatized. Daily never in-
formed local law enforcement or the 
parish priest of the allegations against 
Geoghan. Later, the Boston archdio-
cese settled the Geoghan lawsuits for 
millions of dollars.

The Brooklyn diocese was also tar-
nished by the scandal; in Daily’s fi nal 
years there, the diocese and the bishop 
were named in a class action lawsuit 
by 42 people who claimed to have been 
abused by priests in Brooklyn and 
Queens.

A 2003 report released by the Mas-
sachusetts attorney general blamed 
Daily for failing to thoroughly inves-
tigate the abuse allegations, prefer-
ring to quietly move priests accused of 
abuse to other parishes than remove 
them for good. The report also criti-
cized him for not going to the police 
with violations.

Asked later why he didn’t investi-
gate the allegations against Geoghan 
more, Daily said: “I’m not a policeman. 
I am a shepherd. I am a pastor who has 
to go after the Lord’s sheep and fi nd 
them and bring them back to the fold.”

Daily retired at the mandatory age 
of 75, and was replaced by current 
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio, who called 
his predecessor “a man who personi-
fi ed the Second Vatican Council’s call 
for a preferential option for the poor.”

Bishop Thomas Daily, 
controversial leader of  
Brooklyn Diocese, 89 

LEGACY: Bishop Daily on Palm Sunday in 
2002. File photo by Gregory P. Mango
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Rivendell School
Rivendell School provides a warm,

creative environment where children
develop independence, respect for each

other, and a lifelong love of learning.

An inclusive Montessori school 
for children 2 - 6 serving the 

Park Slope / Gowanus
community for forty years.

277 3rd Avenue
(bet. Carroll & President Streets)

718-499-5667
www.rivendellnyc.org/admissions.html

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY LAUREN GILL
The city will install a bike 
lane on Classon Avenue be-
tween Clinton Hill and Crown 
Heights where a bicyclist was 
killed last year, heeding the 
call of the more then  5,600 pe-
titioners  who demanded the 
safety measure after the tragic 
death. 

 A driver ran over and killed 
Crown Heights resident Lauren 
Davis  as she pedaled down the 
street last year and her sister 
led a  campaign  for a bike lane 
shortly after. And the new ped-
dler’s highway is a bittersweet 
fi rst step in protecting other 
riders who use the stretch, she 
said. 

“My initial response was 
crying, I just couldn’t believe 
it’s actually going to hap-
pen,” said Danielle Davis, who 
launched the petition in Au-
gust. “I feel incredibly happy 
just to know that having a bike 
lane on Classon could help 
other families not have to en-
dure the same loss, I would 
never want someone to have to 
go through what we have to go 
through.”

The Department of Trans-

portation sent letters to Com-
munity Boards 2 and 3 in March 
telling them it is installing ded-
icated bike lanes on stretches 
of the one-way street that now 
have wide parking lanes from 
President to Union streets, 
Sterling Place to Dean Street, 
and Madison Street to Myrtle 
Avenue. Sharrows — markings 
designed to alert drivers to cy-
clists — will be painted on the 
two-lane spans for the remain-
ing 11 of the street’s 28 blocks.

No parking spaces will be 
lost as a result of the changes, 
according to an agency spokes-
woman. 

The new lane won’t make 
much of a difference to driv-
ers, but will help improve the 
safety of pedal pushers travel-
ing down the street, according 
to the letter. 

“The upgraded design will 
have little impact on drivers 
while helping maximize the 
visibility and right of way for 
cyclists,” it said. 

Local community boards 
usually make a recommen-
dation on plans for new bike 
lanes, but this proposal will not 
go before Community Board 

2 because it had already voted 
to endorse the space for riders 
in 2012. The Clexy Block Asso-
ciation — which covers Clas-
son, Lexington, and Quincy 
avenues — had asked for traffi c 
calming and a bike lane at the 
time, according to the advisory 
panel’s district manager, who 
said it won’t be voting again 
because it took its stance back 
then. 

“We have no plans to do that 
because the community board 
has already taken a position,” 
said Rob Perris. 

The full board voted to rec-
ommend the addition of a bike 
lane by a tally of 28–3 at its Jan-
uary 2012 meeting, he said.

Classon Avenue marks the 
border between Community 
Boards 2 and 3, but the bike 
lane would technically be on 
the Community Board 2 side of 
the street, according to Perris. 
Community Board 3 has not 
ruled out bringing up the mat-
ter for input and is still decid-
ing whether it will hold a vote, 
said district manager Henry 
Butler. 

Community boards are 
only advisory, however, and 

the Department of Transporta-
tion has the authority to make 
changes to the streets without 
fi rst consulting locals. 

The city withdrew its last 
proposal to build a bike lane  in 
Clinton Hill after locals  railed 
against the plan to install one 
on Clinton Avenue  at several 
heated public meetings. 

But thousands of people 
have already made their voices 

heard by signing the petition 
in support of the cycling space, 
said one bike activist. 

“I’d say it’s a misconception 
to say the DOT is doing this 
without input. There are 5,600 
other people who are asking 
for improved safety on Classon 
Avenue,” said Luke Ohlson, 
who is the Brooklyn director 
for safe street advocacy group 
Transportation Alternatives. 

Classon bike lane coming 

THUMBS UP: Clinton Hill resident Anne Hoffman can’t wait for the new 
Classon Avenue bike lane.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Woman’s death, petition, get action on dangerous roadway
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today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.



COURIER LIFE, MAY 19–25, 20178    DT

78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Fix is in
A thief rode off with a man’s 

fi xed gear bike he left chained on 
Fifth Avenue on April 30.

The victim told police he locked 
his bike to a rack near Park Place 
at 9 am, and returned the follow-
ing day to fi nd his ride stolen.

Shutterbug
Cops are hunting the alleged 

perv suspected of impersonating 
a photographer in order to snap 
shots of underage girls.

The victim, who lives on Carl-
ton Avenue between Prospect and 
Park places, told police on May 
1 that the suspect has used his 
name and the title of his photog-
raphy business to sell himself as a 
shutterbug for the purpose of get-
ting young girls to pose for him.

The good book
A vandal smashed the front 

window of a religious bookstore 
on Flatbush Avenue on May 1.

An employee told police she 
was inside the store between Ster-
ling and St. Johns places at 6 pm 
when she heard a tremendous 
bang from outside, and found the 
shop’s window busted.

Nuggets of rage
A belligerent diner shattered 

his phone on a glass display case 
inside a Ninth Street fast-food res-
taurant on May 2.

An employee told police the 
man was speaking on his phone 
inside the quicky diner between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues at 5:35 
pm when he suddenly threw the 
cell at the glass display in a fi t of 
rage and then fl ed.

No one was injured as a result 
of the man’s tirade, cops said.

A fool and his money
An online con artist scammed 

a 19-year-old man into paying 
$200 for nothing on May 3.

The victim told police he was 
browsing Instagram from a Flat-
bush Avenue building near St. 
Johns Place at 10:30 pm when he 
noticed a post stating anyone who 
paid $200 to Western Union would 
receive $4,000 in return.

When the victim sent the funds, 
the scammer replied that he would 
have to pay another $699 in order 
to receive his $4,000, upon which 
request the young man realized 
he’d been had, cops said.

Sharp crook
A shoplifter nabbed nearly 

$200 worth of razors from a Sev-
enth Street pharmacy on May 4.

A guard working for the drug-
store between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues at 1:19 pm told police he 
spotted the crook via a surveil-
lance camera grab the razors, 
then make a beeline towards the 
exit and fl ee.

Bad bark
A big-mouthed brute threat-

ened a man on Third Avenue on 
May 3.

The victim told police that he 
was between Eighth and Ninth 
streets at 12:30 pm when the sus-
pect started yelling at him, before 
threatening to grab his gun.

Fortunately, the jerk was all 
talk and no action, and the victim 
hasn’t seen him since, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Knocked out 
A bruiser punched a guy in the 

face and stole his medications in a 
park near Jay Street on May 8.

The victim was near Tillary 
Street at 3 pm when the baddie 
bashed him, went into his back-
pack, and snatched his Xanax and 
Klonopin, according to a report. 

Office heist
Three sneaks broke into an Ad-

ams Street offi ce and stole $77,472 
worth of Apple MacBooks some-
time between May 6 and 7.

The burglars crept into the 
building near Pearl Street be-
tween 6 pm on May 6 and 10:35 am 
the next day and lifted 28 comput-
ers, police said.

Bike thief 
A thief stole two pricey bikes 

from the hallways of a State Street 
building on May 9.

The snake lifted a Trek Ma-
done 4.0 road bike and a black hy-

brid Pure Fix from the common 
area of a hallway in the building 
by Hoyt Street while its owners 
were out between 3:30 pm and 5 
pm, authorities said.

Snatch and stalk
Two baddies stole a guy’s cash 

and followed him back to his York 
Street apartment on May 10.

The victim told police he got 
into an argument with two cads 
inside of a convenience store near 
Gold Street at 7:25 pm. The jerks 
then stalked him into the eleva-
tor at his apartment building 
near Gold Street and fl ashed a 
gun, hissing, “Give me what you 
have.” 

The punks took $12 from his 
hand and continued to follow 
him back to his apartment. Once 
the victim entered his abode, he 
pushed the creeps out, told his 
girlfriend to call 911, and the 
goons ran away. 

Kiddie caper 
A prowler stole 240 boys and 

girls graphic tees from a Fulton 
Street kids store on May 13.

A worker told cops the pirate 
entered the store by Pearl Street 
at 4:30 pm, stuffed the tiny tees 
into a black garbage bag, and 
walked out.

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Knocked down
A pair of punks bashed a 

woman before unsuccessfully try-
ing to steal her purse on Myrtle 
Avenue on May 12.

The 54-year-old victim told po-
lice she was walking near N. Port-
land Avenue at 7:30 pm when she 
noticed a group of six to eight 
kids sitting along the wall to Fort 
Greene Park. Then one of them 
ran towards her and struck her in 
the back of the head with an un-
known object, making her dizzy 
and causing her to fall to the 
ground, cops said. While she was 
down, another jerk reached into 
her purse to try to steal her prop-
erty. But the woman held her bag 

tightly and the nogoodnik was 
unable to snatch anything from it 
and fl ed through the park. 

The lady eventually went to 
the hospital, where she was diag-
nosed with a concussion, accord-
ing to a report.

Senior sucker punch
Cops cuffed a guy who alleg-

edly punched a 69-year-old woman 
in the face inside her Clinton Av-
enue residence on May 14.

The 27-year-old suspect 
knocked the woman in the nog-
gin while she was in her apart-
ment near Willoughby Avenue at 
around 9:30 pm, authorities said.

Jingling
A burglar broke into a Lexing-

ton Avenue apartment building 
and stole $1,000 from the laundry 
room’s coin machine in the wee 
hours of May 7.

The sneak entered the building 
near Grand Avenue between 1:20 
am and 3 am and crept into the 
basement’s laundry room, a re-
port said. He then broke the coin 
machine and took the loot. 

Next, he entered the garage 
area and broke the passenger-
side window of a parked car and 
snatched $1,000 out of it, cops 
said. He fi nished his spree by clip-
ping a lock to a bike and taking it, 
authorities said. 

Shattered
Some weasel smashed his way 

into a Clinton Avenue residence, 
shattering its window sometime 
between May 11 and 12.

The owner of the apartment by 
Park Avenue left his digs at 6 pm 
on May 11 and returned at 5:30 pm 
the next day to fi nd that the front 
left window had been shattered 
and opened, all the lights were on, 
and hand prints were on the wall 
next to the window, according to 
a report. He searched his pad and 
discovered that nothing had been 
taken, cops said.

Bag grab
A baddie snatched a woman’s 

bag off of her wrist as she was 
walking on S. Oxford Street on 
May 11.

The lady was strolling near 
Lafayette Avenue at 8:04 pm when 
she heard footsteps behind her, 
she told police. The thief then 
came up from behind and stole 
her bag — containing her phone, 
credit card, and keys — off her 
wrist, according to a report.

— Lauren Gill

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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About 700,000 people 
in America suffer from 
strokes each year, says 
Nurse Practitioner Elea-
nora Iadgarova, of The 
Vascular Institute of New 
York. “If people spent 
some time on prevention, 
that number would de-
crease dramatically.”

It is imperative to 
take simple measures 
now to avoid complicated 
treatment in the future. 
Symptoms such as pain, 
swelling, or a burning 
sensation of the leg may 
be a warning sign not to 
be ignored.

The Nurse Practitio-
ner needs just three hours 
of your time, once a year, 
for screening. 

“We are all busy,” she 
says, “But putting aside 
three hours to ensure 
good health is something 
we can do.”  

Within that time-
frame, she will provide 
an examination, sono-
gram, lab test, diagnosis, 

and treatment plan, all on 
the same day, right on the 
premises. You’ll walk out 
the door with the infor-
mation you need to stay 
healthy. Prevention can 
be that easy. 

Anyone age 60 and  
older should come in an-
nually to have the ca-
rotid arteries in the neck 
checked, as weakened 
ateries can lead to arte-
riosclerosis, which means 
plaques blocking carotid 
arteries  — and the first 
symptoms can be a stroke. 
If members of your fam-
ily have suffered from 
strokes, or if there is a 
history of diabetes or high 
blood pressure, this puts 
you at a higher risk. 

“Know your family 
history,” says Iadgarova. 
“Genetics is the most im-
portant factor.” 

Aneurysms are not re-
stricted to the head. They 
can also incur in the ab-
domen. In fact, the aorta 
is the largest artery in the 
body that carries blood 

from the heart to the rest 
of the body. If there is an 
aneurysm in this area, it 
can rupture, leading to in-
ternal bleeding. 

“It’s a silent killer,” 
says Iadgarova. “You of-
ten don’t know you have 
it.” 

But a sonogram once a 
year can provide insight, 
and quite possibly save 
a life. People 65 or older 
should be screened each 
year. 

Wound care is another 
area in which Iadgarova 
is trained. She doesn’t just 
treat the surface; she finds 
the cause of the problem. 
For example, if there is a 
leg wound, it may be be-
cause of poor circulation, 
or it can be caused by dia-
betes. Once the cause is 
established, the best treat-
ment plan can be deter-
mined, she says.   

 Vascular care also 
means looking at vari-
cose veins — often dis-
tinguished by their blue 
color, or the twisted, bulg-

ing appearance on legs. 
This condition is more 
common among women, 
and can be quite pain-
ful, bringing on a burn-
ing sensation or a feeling 
of heaviness. They can 
also cause night cramps. 
A family history also 
makes one susceptible, as 

can obesity, smoking, and 
standing for long periods 
of time. The Vascular In-
stitute of New York — a 
state-of-the-art facility — 
uses the most advanced 
treatments available.  

Iadgarova has been 
working with esteemed 
Dr. Enrico Ascher of The 

Vascular Institute for 20 
years, and has been a reg-
istered nurse since 2000. 
She recently became a 
nurse practitioner, which 
means she can diagnose 
and treat patients inde-
pendently. Patients wel-
come her in this new role, 
as Iadgarova is known for 
her warm bedside man-
ner. Fluent in English 
and Russian, she is able to 
communicate with many 
people.

Make an appointment 
to see her.

Vascular Institute of  
New York [960 50th St. be-
tween Ninth and 10th av-
enues in Borough Park, 
(718) 438–3800, www.
vascularnyc.com]. Nurse 
Practitioner Iadgarova 
is available Sundays 
through Fridays, 9 am– 6 
pm, by appointment. The 
Vascular Institute is open 
Mondays through Fridays, 
8 am–6 pm; Saturdays and 
Sundays, 8 am–1 pm. Most 
major insurance plans are 
accepted.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Taking simple measures now can prevent stroke later
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“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly

BY MATT JOHN
It was their privilege to attend.

One of the nation’s oldest so-
cial justice institutions brought 
parents and children together 
at Cadman Plaza on Saturday to 
teach the younglings about the 
importance of speaking out.

“This was a way for kids 
to learn what it means to have 
their voices heard in a group,” 
said Scott Chinn. who brought 
his wife, 3-year-old son, and in-
fant child to the Youth Empow-
erment March hosted by the 
New York Society of Ethical 
Culture

Speakers touted the im-

portance of children learning 
at a young age that they can 
and should speak out, and that 
by binding together, they can 
make the world a better place.

Chinn said he took his son 
to the event to get him to start 
fl exing the activism muscle at 
an early age — even if the boy 
couldn’t quite fi gure out exactly 
what was going on.

“For him at his age, it’s just 
really fun to be around a lot of 
people, but as he gets older, he’s 
going to learn more about what 
it means and as he develops his 
own ideas about things, he’ll 
understand the deeper impor-

tance of it.”
And one dad, who drove 

down from Connecticut to at-
tend the March, also believes 
it will impact his 10-year-old 
daughter’s life going forward.

“To actually be able to par-
ticipate in something that was 
aimed specifi cally at her I think 
could put a little power in her 
and make her feel like she was 
part of something that might 
lead to actual change,” said Ol-
iver Morris. “When kids start 
doing things like this early, 
they tend to continue doing 
things such as being involved 
and being activists.”

It’s activism — for kids!

NEXT GENERATION: (Above) Sally Marana and CJ braved the rain to 
march in New York Society for Ethical Culture’s event for kids at Cadman 
Plaza on Saturday. (Center) Scott Chinn, along with his family Katie Irish 
and Desmond Chinn, show off their signs. (Left) Zoe Katasas shows off 
her guitar-playing talents at the march. Photos by Caleb Caldwell
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BY LAUREN GILL
What a tree-lemma! 

A long-shuttered Fort Greene park 
near the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
must not clean up all of its toxic soil if 
residents want to save its lavish collec-
tion of trees, an architect heading the 
green space’s makeover told members 
of Community Board 2’s Parks Com-
mittee meeting on Monday night.

“There are a lot of existing trees in 
the park, their roots fi ll 80 percent of 
the park so we’ve been trying to keep 
the really fi ne specimens of trees,” 
said Andrew Moore, who drew up de-
signs to revamp “BAM Park.” “You 
can’t excavate soil or fi ll on top of it 
without killing trees.” 

The triangular park bounded by 
Lafayette Avenue and Fulton and St. 
Felix streets has been closed for 12 
years due to unstable ground fi lled 
with contaminated soil. The dirt con-
tains metals, plastic, and lumber con-
taining high levels of arsenic, mer-
cury, lead, and pesticides,  according 
to a 2012 study by Langan Enviorn-
mental and Engineering Services . 
That fi ll came from tenement build-
ings that once stood there.

Residents concerned by the unnat-
ural fi ndings enlisted the expertise of 
the Center for Health, Environment 
and Justice to dig deeper and it dis-
covered the contaminants are proba-
bly carcinogens that may also damage 
skin, developing brains, and pulmo-
nary, renal, gastrointestinal, and cen-
tral nervous systems, according to lo-
cal Sandy Reiburn, who pushed for the 
investigation.

Experts recommend excavating the 
entire lot and removing the pernicious 
dirt entirely, but doing so would kill 
the trees that have root systems deep 
throughout the triangle, according to 
Moore. Instead, he has come up with a 
plan with the city’s Offi ce of Environ-
mental Remediation — which has sup-
ported it — to clean up part of the park 
and pave over those portions to cap it. 
Remaining areas containing the toxic 
soil will be fenced off and fi lled with 
vegetation planted in mulch. 

People should not touch the soil or 
breathe it in, said Moore, who assured 
locals its effect on humans and the en-
vironment will be closely monitored. 

“The areas that are contaminated, 
people shouldn’t be in contact with 
the soil,” he said. “During the con-
struction process there’s procedures 
to make sure it doesn’t become air-
borne.”

And locals don’t have to worry 
about storm water carrying the soil 
through the streets because rainwater 

stays on the site, Moore claimed. 
Plans for the long-awaited $2.5 mil-

lion new park that is being funded 
with money from city and state coffers 
include removing four trees that are 
creating too much shade and saving 
three beech trees that have made the 
most of their time in the noxious soil, 
said Moore. 

“They’ve really thrived in this sort 
of odd, diffi cult condition,” he said. 

An elevated walkway will be in-
stalled around the timbers so people 
can walk through the park without 
harming the root system. And a wood-
like deck will be put in at the tip of the 
park that people can sit on. New honey 
locusts will be planted behind the deck 
to provide shade, said Moore. 

Residents were pumped that the 
park could fi nally be unlocked soon, 
but asked for assurances the Down-
town Brooklyn Partnership — which 
is overseeing the project — be open 
with them about further soil and air 
testing and not rush it to create a nicer 
front yard for people living in the new 
high-rises that border the area. 

“People are concerned because they 
live there. I’m still very concerned 
about transparency issues having to 
do with how this is being remediated,” 
said Reiburn.

Offi cials from the business booster 
group told locals they would keep 
them posted on any fi ndings and will 
set up a special phone line and e-mail 
address for people to reach out to dur-
ing construction. 

If all goes to plan, construction 
will begin in the fall and would take 
roughly a year and a half.

Keep toxins, 
save the trees 
Park plan leaves some poisons behind

TOXIC MESS: Park architects are planning 
to excavate toxic soil from some portions 
of the green space and pave over the area. 
 Quennell Rothschild and Partners
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Congratulations to St. Edmund 

Preparatory High School senior 
Bithja Pierre. She has been ac-
cepted to participate in the  JP Mor-

gan Thomas G. Labrecque Smart 

Start Program.

The JPMorgan Thomas G. La-
brecque Smart Start Program is 

a v a i l a b l e 
for high 
school se-
niors ap-
plying to 
colleges in 
New York 
in the fall, 
who are not 
p l a n n i n g 
to major 
in any life 
sciences or 
fine arts 

programs. The scholarship lasts for 
four years and covers full tuition. It 
also comes with a paid internship 
at JPMorgan throughout the four 
years, which consists of specific as-
signments, on-the-job training, full-
time work over the summer, and 
part-time work during the school 
year. The scholarship provides a 
yearly stipend of $750 for books and 
supplies.

Our smart teen will be attending 
Fordham University in the fall.

Standing O wishes Bithja success 
in her future and good luck in her 
college career. 

St. Edmund Preparatory High 
School [2474 Ocean Ave. at Avenue T 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 743–6100].

GREENPOINT

Put out the mat
Greenpointers rejoice, your choice 

of top-notch medical care has ar-
rived — NYU Langone is spreading 
the health and opening its fi rst out-
patient location in Greenpoint. NYU 

Langone Medical Associates–

Greenpoint is a multispecialty prac-
tice offering primary care and a wide 
variety of subspecialty services pro-
viding experts in more than a dozen 
clinical areas including allergy; car-
diology; ears, nose, and throat; gas-
troenterology; internal medicine; 
endocrinology; neurology; oncology; 
ophthalmology; orthopedic surgery; 
physical therapy; pediatrics; and po-
diatry.

“We are excited to become part 
of NYU Langone, a world-renowned 
organization dedicated to providing 
high-quality and personalized care 
to patients,” said Dr. Shuja Qadir, a 
cardiologist and medical director at 
NYU Langone Medical Associates–

Greenpoint. “Most importantly, this 
new partnership has allowed us to 
expand the specialties offered in our 
practice.”

“Our new affiliated practice in 
Greenpoint further demonstrates 
how we are bringing NYU Langone’s 
world-renowned, high-quality care 
directly to our patients’ neighbor-
hoods, which enhances local and 
convenient access,” said Andrew 

Rubin, vice president of clinical af-
fairs and ambulatory care at NYU 
Langone.

NYU Langone Medical Associ-
ates–Greenpoint [1934 Manhattan 
Ave. between Ash Street and New-
town Creek in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
8585].

BOROUGH WIDE

Race to the finish
It’s big, it’s stupendous — this Sat-

urday more than 27,000 runners from 
around the world will participate in 
the Airbnb Brooklyn Half, a gruel-
ing 13.1 miles up the hills and down 
the dales and the country’s largest 
half-marathon, organized by the New 

York Road Runners.
Brooklynites who have overcome 

some pretty daunting conditions will 
be lacing up their trainers and partici-
pating in the demanding race. 

Shelley Nauss of Bedford-Stuyve-
sant is running after losing 50 pounds 
and reversing a diagnosis that threat-
ened complete loss of her eyesight. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

Three cheers to the members 
of the Kings Plaza Canarsie Ki-

wanis Club for raising more than 
$10,000 to fund the food and for-
mula pantry at Mt. Sinai Medical 

Center’s Metabolic Unit in Man-
hattan.

It was all spares, strikes, and 
turkeys at Funfest Bowling Al-

ley in Mill Basin on May 7, when 
the group hosted the fab fund-
raiser. Prizes were awarded to the 
top three bowlers and included a 
new laptop, a mini-iPad Pro, and a 
pair of Beats headphones. 

TD Bank and PC Richards, 
both on Flatbush Avenue, donated 
the cash to buy the prizes. 

Kathy Marcario, club secre-
tary, explained, “We became aware 
of the need to stock the center’s for-

mula closet through a member.” 
The Metabolic Genetics Faculty 

Practice at Mount Sinai Health 
System specializes in providing 
advanced clinical and diagnostic 
services for the treatment of chil-
dren and adults affected by inborn 
errors of metabolism. 

The club, whose motto is, “Help-
ing Children of the World,” has 
been giving to the community for 
more than 40 years. 

Standing O says, “Thank you, 
and may you continue your good 
works.”

Members meet on Wednesdays 
at Maria’s Restaurant (3073 Em-
mons Ave. between Batchelder and 
Brown streets in Sheepshead Bay). 
Those interested in information 
about becoming a member or who 
wish to donate may contact Kathy 
at (917) 365–5403. 

This senior is starting out Smart

Strikes and spare formula to win

Gravesend native Robin Howald 
is running for the 15th time in honor 
of her mother, who led a community 
movement in the 1970s to preserve 
Ocean Parkway, which makes up a sig-
nifi cant portion of the race course.

And Marine Parker Barbara 

Klasewitz is running after discov-
ering a love of walking and jogging 
through the Runners’ Open Runs, free 
weekly runs led by community volun-
teers throughout local neighborhood 
parks across the fi ve boroughs. Since 
committing to a healthier lifestyle in 
2015, Barbara has lost 104 pounds.

So be there or be square. Runners 
are gearing up on May 20 at the start-
ing line near the Brooklyn Museum 
and will fi nish at the Boardwalk of 
America’s playground, Coney Island.

Standing O wishes all the runners 
good luck.

DYKER HEIGHTS

With honors
Huzza, huzza to borough son 

Syed Ali Murtaza on his induc-
tion as one of the newest mem-
bers of the National Society of 

Collegiate Scholars. 

“NSCS is more than just a 
symbol of academic achievement. 
Membership gives students ac-
cess to a number of amazing 
benefi ts including career and 
networking resources, scholar-
ships, travel, and service projects 
both on campus and in the com-
munity,” said Stephen Lofl in, 
founder and chief executive offi -
cer of the society. 

The Dyker Heights scholar is 
about to fi nish his fi rst year at 
Stony Brook University. 

Mom Shabbir Shah shared 
with us, “My son plans to get a 
Master of Business Administra-
tion (MBA) degree after complet-
ing college and hopefully run a 
successful business one day.”

The society is a member of the 
Association of College Honor 

Societies and is the nation’s only 
interdisciplinary honors organi-
zation for fi rst- and second-year 
college students. Membership is 
by invitation only, and is based 
on grade point average and class 
standing. 

Standing O can hardly wait 
to give Syed a shout-out when he 
moves over his tassels in the fu-
ture.

A FUNFEST!: From left, Michaell Russell, Mark Pohl, Joyce Skolnik, Stuart Skolnik, and 
Martin Karoll at the bowling fund-raiser.
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s the tsar of the sea!

A yacht owned by a Rus-
sian billionaire whose best 
friend and business partner is 
a confi dant to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, has been 
anchored in Gravesend Bay 
for more than a month — and 
fl oated there throughout Pres-
ident Trump’s fi rst visit to the 
city since taking offi ce. 

The vessel, Le Grand Bleu, 
was  gifted to its Russian-born 
owner Eugene Shvidler  — who 
made his fortune in oil dur-
ing the privatization of Rus-
sian industry and is  worth 
$1.28 billion  — in 2006 by oli-
garch and pal to Putin, Roman 
Abramovich, who is ranked at 
139th in Forbes’ 2017 billion-
aire list and is nearly  worth a 
whopping $9 billion .

It’s unclear if Shvidler, who 
became a U.S. citizen in 1994, 
is on a solo voyage or with his 
Russian tycoon buddy, who is 

a common sight in New York 
where he plans to  build a Man-
hattan mega-mansion  and 
made headlines in 2013 when 
he cruised up the Hudson in 
 his own James Bond-esque 
vessel . 

Abramovich was report-
edly the fi rst person to rec-
ommend Putin in the late 
1990s as a successor to then-
president Boris Yeltsin. He in-
terviewed candidates for the 
Kremlin’s fi rst cabinet and 
served for more than seven 
years as governor of the re-
mote region of Chukotka. His 
relationship with Putin was 
described as “a shadowy force 
to act against his enemies be-
hind the scenes,”  in a 2004 bi-
ography.   

The power broker has ties 
to the Trump family in part 
through Abramovich’s fash-
ion designer wife — she was 
famously photographed sitting 
on  a chair the shape of a bound 

black woman  in 2014 — who is 
 friends with Trump’s son-in-
law Jared Kushner  and was in-
vited to Trump’s inauguration 
as Ivanka Trump’s guest. 

Kushner and Abramovich 
raised eyebrows when  they 
both happened to vacation in 
Colorado the same week , just 
after Kushner agreed to meet 
with the Senate Intelligence 
Committee to discuss Trump 
campaign links to Russia. 
There is no evidence that the 
pair met. 

But it’s worth noting that 
the Russian industrialist 

stands to profi t from the con-
struction of the controversial 
Keystone XL pipeline — which, 
even though the president 
pledged to use American steel, 
will draw on metal in Canada 
stockpiled by a company  in 
which Abramovich owns a sig-
nifi cant stake .  

When Abramovich fi rst 
struck it big with his pal Sh-
vidler the Le Grand Bleu was 
reportedly a thank you, rec-
ognizing his hard work at the 
investment company they run 
together. Shvidler is known as 
a ruthless negotiator and the 

 Daily Mail calls him “the ‘bad 
cop’ to Roman’s ‘good cop.’ ” 

At 371-feet the sprawling 
vessel is roughly the length of 
a football fi eld and comes com-
plete with a 65-person crew, 
helicopter, aquarium, and 
speedboat. The ship sailed 
from Florida on April 13 and 
on April 16 cast anchor in 
Gravesend Bay, where it has 
remained since, according to 
data from Marine Traffi c, a 
global ship tracking service. 

Shvidler and Abramovich 
could not be reached for com-
ment.

YACHT-KOF SMIRNOFF: This 371-foot yacht owned by a Russian billionaire, whose best friend and business 
partner is a confi dant to Russian President Vladimir Putin, has been anchored in Gravesend Bay for more than 
a month — and comes complete with a 65-person crew, helicopter, aquarium, and speedboat. 
 Community News Group / Matthew John

RED SEE!
Billionaire with ties to Vladimir Putin 
anchors his yacht in Gravesend Bay 
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The city will install a bike lane 

on Classon Avenue between Clinton 

Hill and Crown Heights where a bi-

cyclist was killed last year, hearing 

the call of more than 5,600 petition-

ers who demanded the safety mea-

sure after the tragic death of Crown 

Heights resident Lauren Davis. 

(“Classon Avenue getting bike lane 

after thousands of people demand 

it,” by Lauren Gill, online May 15). 

Shortly afterward Davis’s death, 

her sister Danielle launched a cam-

paign for a bike lane. The Depart-

ment of Transportation sent letters 

to Community Boards 2 and 3 in 

March telling them it is installing 

dedicated bike lanes on stretches 

of the one-way street that now have 

wide parking lanes from President 

to Union streets, Sterling Place to 

Dean Street, and Madison Street to 

Myrtle Avenue. Sharrows — mark-

ings designed to alert drivers to cy-

clists — will be painted on the two-

lane stretches for the remaining 11 

of the street’s 28 blocks. The com-

ments from our readers rolled in:

This is a very good idea. I hope 
they’ll also bring back the plan to add 
one on Clinton Avenue too. 
 NN from Boerum Hill

The headline should read: Clas-
son Avenue getting bike lane and 
thousands of entitled motorists will 
park in it. Another local 

 from Brooklyn

A bunch of “petitioners” that may, 
or may not, be actual people, matter 
more than the folks that actually live 
there. Welcome to authoritarianism. 
Give the oh-so-tolerant Left some 
power, and watch them turn into 
snarling dictators, yet again. 
 Henry Ford from Bay Ridge

As someone who commutes daily 
on Classon, this is a great improve-
ment. But dropping the lane in favor 
of sharrows is really unfortunate — 
these are all around the major in-
tersections (Eastern, Atlantic, Ful-
ton), which are the most diffi cult 
sections to navigate. 
 Winnie from Bed-Stuy

Dedicated bicycle lanes should al-
ways take precedence over parking. 

 Jackson from Fort Greene

Why don’t they dig an under-
ground tunnel for the bicycles? They 
would be safer, and it would not affect 
parking at all. Bonnie 

 from Bed-Stuy

Parked cars should be required to 
pay as much to occupy street space as 
dumpsters. Linda 

 from Greenpoint

The reason bikers are dying in ac-
cidents with cars is in part because 
the bikers are causing the accidents 
by not obeying the traffi c rules. The 
streets were designed for cars and 
trucks, not bikes, yet Transporta-
tion Alternatives and Streetblog and 
other lobbyists are trying to get cars 
and trucks off the streets altogether. 
Their fanaticism and control over 
the Department of Transportation 
are getting bikers like Lauren Davis 
killed. Ken from Fort Greene

Ken, Brooklyn is far older than the 
automobile, so it is rank falsehood to 
claim the streets were designed for 
cars. Why do you think it’s so hard to 
park here? Alan 

 from Crown Heights

I just personally don’t think that 
cyclists need a special infrastructure 
to get around, just follow the traffi c 
laws and everything will be alright. 
I don’t see what’s wrong with that. 
Then again, bike zealots always have 
this belief that they are always ho-
lier than thou attitude in that rules 
don’t apply to them. As much as you 
try to deny it, there is a call for cy-
clists to follow the rules. Sometimes, 
I feel the bike zealots miss the point 
as much as they keep on missing all 
the traffi c lights and signs they keep 
riding through. As for Ken, I do agree 
that such groups should concentrate 
on getting their kind to follow the 
rules rather than constantly defy 
them. When the cyclists continue to 
do this, they are placing themselves 
into harm’s way yet they still blame 
everyone but themselves for such 
things. Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

Tal, Ken, it was proven that the 
lady killed there was obeying the traf-
fi c laws; now she’s dead. Is that “al-
right,” Tal? Cyclists break laws, yes, 

but so do drivers, every bit as much. 
The only difference is drivers rou-
tinely maim and kill. The numbers 
have shown the majority of pedes-
trian and cyclist deaths were mostly if 
not completely the fault of the driver. 
And no, these streets were not made 
for cars and trucks; they were made 
for people. These streets existed long 
before cars and trucks. In fact, bicy-
cles were using these streets many 
decades before your beloved automo-
biles. Wesley from Brooklyn

I bike on Classon, past Lauren Da-
vis’s ghost bike, daily. With a painted 
bike lane, the street will be a little 
less terrifying. Boris 

 from Bed-Stuy

The more diffi cult it becomes to 
park, the more people with cars leave 
and quit coming. I suspect many of 
the bike zealots can’t afford cars. 
There is a jealousy factor to it. 

If the city wants to run off one in-
come bracket for a lower one, then 
go for it. They will be left with the 
wealthy and their minions of ser-
vants (who ride bikes). Matt 

 from Greenpoint

With the bike lane, bikers will 
magically follow all the rules of the 
road! Mom from Clinton Hill

I suspect many of the car owners 
can’t afford to live in the desirable 
dense urban and walkable neighbor-
hoods, and so they resent bike lanes. 
There’s a jealousy factor to it. 
 Mike from Williamsburg

The fate of the beleaguered Kens-

ington Stables could be decided at 

the auction block unless a deal with 

the barn’s bankrupt owner is ham-

mered out quickly enough to satisfy 

a judge who says creditors must be 

paid fast, according to the horse 

house’s manager, Walter Blanken-

ship. (“Race to save Kensington 

Stables is on,” by Colin Mixson, on-

line May 15). The city and others 

seeking to purchase the barn have 

until June 22 to get in the saddle or 

be forced to gallop into bankruptcy 

court with their bids. The Parks 

Department is willing to pony up 

an undisclosed amount — includ-

ing $1.5 million appropriated by 

Councilman Brad Lander (D–Park 

Slope) and Borough President Ad-

ams — to buy the barn, then hire 

a contractor for guided horseback 

tours of Prospect Park. Some read-

ers rode in with their thoughts:

Horses in Prospect Park makes 
about as much sense as a gas station. 
This is Brooklyn, not Moab. 
 Chuck C from Horse Country

The horse paths included in the de-
sign of the park indicate otherwise, 
Chuck, but since you are not from 
here, I understand your ignorance 
about Prospect Park. The loop road 
was originally intended for horse-
drawn carriage driving and people 
in carriages used to pull into the Con-
cert Grove to watch performances 
from their coaches. Mr. Edward

Has Chuckie been drinking from 
the Gowanus Fountain? Prospect 
Park not for horses, he says? Pros-
pect Park was designed specifi cally 
for horses! And then, bikes were not 
even in the thought process. We need 
New York City to do whatever pos-
sible to make this work so there re-
mains a stable to service Prospect 
Park forever. The horses and the sta-
ble are our roots. We need not only to 
keep our roots, but to expand them. 
Keep Brooklyn what it was with these 
beautiful horses throughout. 

 Horses not for Parks? 

 from Brooklyn

I’ve lived across the street from 
that stable for a year now and I can 
say that those horses do not appear 
to be well cared-for. They should not 
be working in the park. Regardless of 
how the park was designed, that was 
at a time when there were no cars. To 
keep the horses in the park is simply 
cruel to them. The excuse that the 
park was designed for them is totally 
ridiculous as the park has been con-
tinuously redesigned with modern 
use in mind. It is certainly not main-
tained as it was originally designed 
by Olmsted and Vaux. As a matter of 
fact, their original plans were never 
completed, but many elements, in-
cluding the dairy, are considered 
impractical to bring into the mod-
ern park. The horses need to retired 
somewhere where they will be well 
cared for and can live the remainder 
of their lives happily, not having to 
cross the hectic [traffi c] circle to go 
to work. In our modern world, and 
particularly in Brooklyn, we have no 
excuses for abusing animals in this 
way. We don’t need them to work for 
us. The cruelty is unreasonable and 
unforgivable. Mariposa 

 from Windsor Terrace

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Readers face off on Classon bike lane 
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o you know what a Fin-
sta is?

Neither did I, because 
I am not between the ages of 13 
and 34. Anyone 13 to 18 is “Gen 
Z,” and those aged 18 to 34 are 
the much-discussed Millenni-
als. Dan Coates studies them 
both. His company yPulse is 
a marketing research firm 
based in Manhattan, and 
lately some of its research has 
been on Finstas.

Finstas are fake Instagram 
accounts that are actually 
more real than a person’s so-
called “real” Instagram ac-
count. On a Finsta account, he 
explains, “Teens only accept 
their closest friends and post 
funny or embarrassing photos 
for the enjoyment of their few 
followers.”

In other words, it is a win-
dow into their imperfect life. 
But on their “real” Instagram 
account — that is, a social me-
dia account where people can 
share pictures and captions — 
they post perfection. In fact, 
Coates said, Instagram users 
take an average of eight pho-
tos for every one that they 
post, which means that their 
friends or followers are seeing 
a highly selective, cropped, 

and filtered version of their 
lives. Instagram pictures are 
to real life what Vogue’s fall 
fashion spread is to the av-
erage person wearing, well, 
clothes. 

Naturally, if you are taking 
eight pictures for every one 
you post, that’s a lot of snap-
ping. Young folks “feel like 
there’s always some sort of 
camera on,” says Coates. “So 
they’re always ‘on.’ ” They are 
also worried about which mo-
ments should and should not 

be recorded. It is like sitting at 
the control panel and editing a 
movie of your life. Constantly. 

This new pressure — and 
the pressure of seeing all your 
other friends looking their 
best, happiest, and skinniest 
all the time — may explain 
why this generation of young 
people is so anxious. 

“More than half say, ‘I of-
ten feel overwhelmed.’ Sixty 
percent say, ‘Social situations 
make me feel anxious.’ More 
than 50 percent say, ‘I con-
stantly feel stressed,’ ” he said. 

That is an unprecedented 
level of worry.

The worry manifests itself 
in a couple ways. On campus 
there’s been a “huge increase” 
in students seeking personal 
counseling. But another trend 
Coates has noted is the “Fear 
of Burning Out,” in which 
young people recognize that 
this media obsession is too 
consuming, and deliberately 
take a break.

When not worrying about 
how their life looks to the 
world — or whether they’re 
having some kind of break-
down — Millennials are com-
pletely obsessed with food 
and drink. Even though I 

was the last to hear about the 
Starbucks Unicorn Frappuc-
cino (currently being sued by 
Brooklyn’s End Cafe for being 
a ripoff of its Unicorn Latte), 
the drink is still being shared 
on social media, in part be-
cause it is a gorgeous swirl of 
colors and sprinkles. But also, 
like the Cronut before it, this 
is a novelty food that confers 
status on whoever gets one. 

A much lovelier trait the 
Millennials seem to share is 
their inclusivity. The genera-
tions before them, says Coates, 
were far more cruel. 

“One false move and you 
were exiled. You got a nick-
name and everything went 
downhill from there.” 

But today’s young people 
have lots of friends, includ-
ing some who’d have been out-
casts in an earlier era. When 
Coates and his team interview 
Millennials, “We’ll say, ‘We 
totally get all your friends — 
except Phil.’ They say, ‘Yeah, 
we get it, there’s a lot going 
on with Phil. But if you ever 
need advice on the Android 
operating system…’ It’s like 
they’re stockpiling tools and 
resources.”

It’s also like they’re just not 

into excluding people, perhaps 
because they were raised by 
the generation that brought us 
flower children and the peace 
movement. Coates theorizes 
that “after going through the 
’60s and trying to change the 
system, I think an entire gen-
eration of Boomer moms de-
cided, ‘Okay. Mixed results. 
We haven’t changed society, 
but I’m going to start with my 
own family.’ ” It may be no co-
incidence that the Millennials’ 
concerns are the same as their 
parents’ — race relations, gen-
der equality, tolerance — just 
taken a step further. 

Like their parents, they 
also expect to save the world, 
although sometimes they do 
this with a credit card. 

“I used to just buy shoes. 
But now when you buy shoes 
you somehow must be shoeing 
people on the other side of the 
planet,” says Coates. “Your ev-
ery act as a consumer some-
how has to create a positive 
net effect.”

That’s a worthy goal, even 
if a multi-colored frappuccino 
may be a particularly status-
boosting way to achieve it. 

Lenore Skenazy is founder 
of Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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will be treasurer. 
Six members received spe-

cial honors. Adam Kalish, 
Joseph H. Dirks, and Diane 
Golkin, each received a Dis-
tinguished Service Award. 
Sidney Cherubin, managing 
attorney for the Bar Associa-

tion’s Volunteer Lawyers Proj-
ect, received the Freda S. Nis-
newitz Award for Service to 
the Community “In recogni-
tion of a demonstrated com-
mitment to pro bono work for 
the indigent population of the 
borough of Brooklyn,” and 
Lucinda DiSalvo received the 
Hon. Nathan Sobel Award, 
named for a beloved Brooklyn 
lawyer, judge and adviser to 

several state political leaders 
whose career spanned seven 
decades, including long stints 
as a County Court and Surro-
gate Court judge.

Established in 1872, the 
Brooklyn Bar Association 
states that its primary pur-
pose is “to promote profes-
sional competence among at-
torneys and increased respect 
for the legal system.”

Hammerman’s attorney 
maintained her client’s in-
nocence, claiming they have 
turned down a plea deal of-
fered by Brooklyn prosecu-
tors that would leave him 
with a clean record and no jail 
time, according to David, who 

added the former lover was 
“erratic.”

“I feel pretty confi dent 
we’ll prevail if we go to trial,” 
said David.

Hammerman had contin-
ued at his post since the ar-
rest, and board chairman Sa-
yar Lonial said the group will 
wait for the “legal process to 
take its course” before taking 
any action against its district 

manager.
Still, his faith in the legal 

system hasn’t erased concerns 
regarding effects the allega-
tions have had on the board’s 
reputation, and he, along with 
members of the board’s Fi-
nance, Personnel, and Law 
Committee, have discussed 
potential disciplinary mea-
sures with the city’s Law De-
partment. 

ing to purchasing the  dilapi-
dated barn  have until June 
22 to get in the saddle or be 
forced to make a run for the 
roses with the highest bidder 
in bankruptcy court Down-
town, according to real estate 
agent Marc Yaverbaum, who 
is managing the stables’ sale.

The Parks Department  is 
willing to pony up an undis-
closed amount that included 
$1.5 million appropriated by 
Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope) and Borough 
President Adams to purchase 
the barn , then hire a contrac-
tor who’ll offer guided horse-
back tours of Prospect Park.

Walker Blankenship, who 
plans to bid to continue oper-
ating the stables after it is ac-
quired by the city, giving his 
family a chance to profi t from 
the sale of the business and 
land, hasn’t accepted that of-
fer yet.

The contract will likely re-
quire its new operator to in-
vest money in the barn,  which 
is in dire need of renovations 
according to the results of a 
2013 engineering study , and 
city negotiators have refused 
to divulge exactly how much 
bid winners will be required 

to pay, Blankenship said.
“If I’m going to fi x some-

thing, I need money for that. 
If I want to move the horses, 
I need money for that,” said 
Blankenship. “The city has 
this list of things they want, I 
need money to do it, and they 
won’t discuss any details.”

This is the second time 
Blankenship’s Caton Place 
barn headed to the auction 
block since Walker Blanken-
ship’s father fell behind on 
tax payments, forcing his 
widow to hawk her barn to 
pay the debts, according to 
the stables’ manager.

The last auction was 
scheduled for February but 
was aborted when a dark-
horse buyer swooped in and 
offered to purchase the prop-
erty, promising to build a new 
stable as part of a mixed-use 
residential development sim-
ilar to the  luxury Mercedes 
House in Manhattan , which 
became home to steeds serv-
ing in the police department’s 
mounted unit in 2011.

But that deal never hap-
pened.

Well-heeled developers 
with hopes of turning the 
Windsor Terrace property 
into luxury condos may steer 
clear of the auction thanks 
to the area’s industrial zone, 
which prohibits housing. 

Continued from cover
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STABLES

Gala Dinner
& 

Award Ceremony
Thursday, June 1, 2017

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

For more information please call Jennifer Stern 

at 718-260-8302 
or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Katie Goodman is an award-winning musical comic, actress, author, speaker, and social activist. She has been seen on 
Showtime’s The Green Room With Paul Provenza, on Current TV as a pundit, and on TruTV. She recently 
signed with Comedy Dynamics, North American’s largest independent record label, and her new album “Halfway 
Closer To Dead” is available on Itunes, her books on Amazon, and her comedy music videos can be seen, having amassed 
2 million hits on Youtube and several more million on Facebook. Katie is also a featured blogger for The 
Huffi ngton Post, has contributed to O, The Oprah Magazine and is the author of Improvisation For The 
Spirit and the new funny children’s book, The Night Our Parents Went Out. She is a nationally touring keynote 
speaker on the topic of using the tools of improv comedy in every day life. She is the creator and headliner of “Broad 
Comedy,” an internationally touring satirical musical show that she and her husband Soren Kisiel write and direct. Her 
solo show is presently playing in New York City where she received a Time Out New York Critic’s Pick 
for Best Cabaret. She opens an Off-Broadway run of “Broad Comedy” this spring. Katie & Soren 
ran their own theatre company for 15 years acting and directing in over 125 plays. Katie and Soren 
were nominated for The EPIC Award from The White House Project and were also nominated for the 
MacArthur Foundation Genius Grant for their extensive work in theatre. www.KatieGoodman.comKatie Goodman

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 2017 Women of Distinction

Grisel Amador
Rev. Elizabeth Butler, PhD
Heather Cuccia
Maria D’Alessandro
Anastasia D’Amato

Denise P. Levine
Hon. Katherine Levine
Violetta Livshiz
Katie Lusso
Aileen McKinnon

Kim Moore
Tonya Ores
Frances Schwartz
Yelena Sokolin
Lola Star

Marina Trofi mov
Candace Woodward
Pauline Yeung-Ha
Brigitte Zabbatino

Alberta Gulotta
Rev DeVanie Jackson
Diana Kane
Nella Khenkin
Pastor Amy Kienzle

HONOREES

Bay Ridge 
Medical 
Imaging

Continued from page 10
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LOOKING SHARP: (Left) From left, judges Gary Marton, William Miller, and Richard Montelione dressed to im-
press. (Right) Glenn Verchick and Gregory LaSpina caught up. Photos by Stefano Giovannini



SAVE UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

DISCOVER THE LATEST IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

VISIT A STORE FOR A CHANCE TO WIN YOUR PERFECT MATTRESS! SEE MATTRESSFIRM.COM/GIVEAWAY FOR DETAILS.

50 GRAND PRIZE WINNERS
FREE MATTRESSUP 

TO 
$3000 RETAIL VALUE†
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GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

DISCOVER THE LATEST
IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

Exclusively at

S L E E P  I N T E R E S T  F R E E  F O R  6  Y E A R S*

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

A hi-tech mattress that combines BlackICE™ memory foam 
and Advanced Pocketed Coil™ Technology. The perfect 
marriage of contouring comfort and soothing support.

A luxury mattress experience unlike any other. Pocketed 
coils and layers of memory and latex foams provide a fresh 

perspective on sleep.

A luxury mattress that immerses you in unmatched comfort 
and support, along with advanced temperature management, 

for a completely restorative sleep experience.
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On select adjustable bases.

SAVE UP TO

$400†** 2 FREE
PILLOWS

GET UP TO

UP TO A 
$19998

VALUE

An adjustable base is perfect for binge-watching
your favorite show or reading a good book.

MANTUA®

Rize Edge

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T H AT  B A S E !

SAVE  UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

L & P 700



WK33_NY_WRAP_5.19_COMMUNITY_BACK

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $3999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $2999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $2499, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 5/15/17-5/29/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly 
payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase 
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.  †Mattress Firm Memorial Day Giveaway: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Starts 5/19/17 & ends 5/29/17. Open to legal residents of the 50 U.S./D.C., 18+. Fifty (50) Grand Prizes: a 
Mattress Firm gift voucher good for up to $3,000 towards the purchase of a mattress and matching box spring, excluding taxes and delivery charges. Vouchers expire on June 1, 2017.  Void where prohibited. For complete details, see the Offi  cial Rules at participating stores or at www.mattressfi rm.com/giveaway.  Sponsor: Mattress Firm, Inc, 10201 S Main Street, Houston, TX 77025. *†Save up to $1000 on select mattress sets from 
Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $100-$1000. Off er valid 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. **†Save up to $600 on select mattress sets 
from Beautyrest World Class or Serta iSeries. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$600. Off er valid 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †**Save up to $400 on select adjustable bases plus receive up to 2 free pillows (up to a $199.98 value). Purchase an LP700 
adjustable base and save $400 plus receive 2 free pillows, purchase an LP500 adjustable base and save $200 plus receive 2 free pillows, or purchase any other adjustable base (select exclusions apply) and save $100 plus receive 1 free pillow (up to a $99.99 value). Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value. Limited quantities available. Off er 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. 
**Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 5/15/17-6/4/17. Purchase a Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) 
or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.99 and choose 1 for free (up to a $100 value), spend $2000-2999.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3000 or more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous 
purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee 
of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1000. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such 
errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

OVER 15 QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

FIRM • QUEEN SET $49999

SAVE UP TO $300 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $79999

SAVE UP TO

$600**†

Exclusively at

APRIL 24th – JUNE 18th

We’re collecting new clothes so local 
foster kids can look and feel their best! 
Bring your donation of new clothes to any 
Mattress Firm or donate online. To learn 

more visit mattressfi rmfosterkids.org

STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM      1-800-MAT-FIRM    MATTRESSFIRM.COM    OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONS

MEMORIAL DAY

SALE

L VE YOUR MATTRESS
GUARANTEE

TM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love 
your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

SAVE UP TO

$1000*†

On select mattress set purchases.+

Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier 
mattress protector or free mattress frame.

GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a 
mattress plus adjustable base with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

Exclusively at
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BROOKLYN’S BEST  1. Future so Bright Eyes: Folk performer Conor Oberst will play Prospect Park on July 20. 2. Undisputed champion: 
Rapper DMX will headline the Brooklyn Hip Hop Festival on July 15 in Brooklyn Bridge Park. 3. Relive the magic: A 40th anniversary tribute 
to “Saturday Night Fever” will hustle into the Coney Island Amphitheater on July 29.

SUMMER FUN ’17

Celebrate! 
Brooklyn’s beloved quartet Lake 

Street Dive will kick off the Bric Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! Festival with its ’60s 
inspired sounds at a free show in Pros-
pect Park’s bandshell. The concert 
will mark the beginning of the sum-
mer series, which boasts free and tick-
eted gigs. 

Prospect Park Bandshell (enter at 
Ninth Street and Prospect Park West 
in Park Slope, www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb). June 7 at 8:15 pm. Free.

Cool like dat
Old school hip-hop trio Digable 

Planets, best known for its mega-hit 
“Rebirth of Slick,” will make its re-

turn to the stage in a Red Hook park. 
The band will be joined by disc jockey 
Natasha Diggs. 

Coffey Park (85 Richards St. at Ve-
rona Street in Red Hook, www.cit-
yparksfoundation.org). June 8 at 6:30 
pm. Free.

Get dirty
Spend a night on McCarren Park’s 

hardtop with indie rockers the Dirty 
Projectors, jazz virtuoso Kamasi 
Washington, and dream pop artist Jay 
Som — all performing on the opening 
night of the Northside Festival music 
series.

McCarren Park (N. 12th Street 
at Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, 

www.northsidefestival.com). June 8 at 
5 pm. $35–$39. 

Punked
Rock out at Northside Festival’s 

free afternoon concert with emo bands 
Thursday and the Hotelier and punk 
outfi t Pup, who will be joined by Jeff 
Rosenstock and Tony Molina. 

McCarren Park (N. 12th Street 
at Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, 
www.northsidefestival.com). June 11 
at 2 pm. Free. RSVP suggested.

Star power
The Metropolitan Opera’s biggest stars 
will perform an evening of arias and 
duets under the stars in Kings Coun-
ty’s front yard.

Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 1 [enter 
at Furman and Old Fulton streets in 
Dumbo, www.metopera.org). June 14 
at 7 pm. Free.

Genuine good time
Smooth crooner Ginuwine will 

sing his many hits, including “Pony” 
“Differences,” and “In Those Jeans” 
at a free show in Brownsville’s Betsy 
Head Park. 

Betsy Head Park (Dumont Avenue 
and Strauss Street in Brownsville, 

Continued on page 33
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BY LAUREN GILL
Time to get out and get down! This summer, you can bask in Brook-

lyn’s full program of outdoor concerts! So say goodbye to the air-

conditioner for an afternoon — or an evening — and head out to the 

parks, where the music will be hot, hot, hot! There are more con-

certs happening than you can shake a tail feather at, but we have 

put together a list of some of the season’s must-see performances:

Summer of Summer of 
concertsconcerts

Where to rock out of doors this season
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Summer of our discontent
The Smith Street Stage upholds its 

tradition of gender-neutral casting in 
its latest production “Richard III,” a 
tale of a tyrant who will do anything 
to attain the power he desires. In the 
outdoor show, coming to Carroll Park 

on June 7, female actors will take on 
the traditionally male roles of villain-
ous Buckingham and the heroic Earl 
of Richmond.

“Richard III” at Carroll Park (237 
Carroll St. between Smith and Court 
streets in Carroll Gardens, www.smith-

streetstage.org). June 7–11, 14–18, 21–25 
at 7:30 pm. Free.

Double trouble
This year the Piper Theatre will 

pipe up with two musical produc-
tions at the Old Stone House in Park 

Slope. First up is the fabulous “Pris-
cilla, Queen of the Desert,” adapted 
from the gender-bending fi lm fi lled 
with disco hits. Alternating with the 
drag queen travelogue will be “The 
Brontës,” a contemplative musical 
about the three literary sisters. 

“Priscilla Queen of the Desert” at 
the Old Stone House (336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, www.pipertheatre.org). 
July 6–8, 13–15, 20–22 at 8 pm. Free. 

“The Brontës” at the same loca-
tion, July 9, 16, 23 at 8 pm. Free. 

Shakespeare in the street
The theater troupe South Brook-

lyn Shakespeare will tell the tragic 
tale of the rise and fall of the cor-
rupt King of Scotland in two loca-
tions this summer. First, the group 
will perform “Macbeth” in front of 
South bar in Park Slope — the spon-
sor and namesake of the company — 
followed by another production at the 
Old Stone House.

“Macbeth” at South (29 Fifth Ave. 
between 15th and 18th streets in Park 
Slope, www.southbrooklynshake-
speare.com). July 29 at 6:30 pm. Free

“Macbeth” at the Old Stone House 
(336 Third St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope). August 
2–5 at 8 pm. Free.

Birnam Wood 
comes to Brooklyn

Your fi nal chance to catch the 
Scottish play this summer comes 
from the New York Classical The-
atre, which brings its show to Brook-
lyn Bridge Park in August. This 
panoramic production of “Macbeth” 
offers no chances to rest — not only 
is there no intermission, but the ac-
tion will range all over the park, 
sending the audience scrambling to 
catch up with the witches and Scot-
tish armies.

“Macbeth” at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Pier One (enter at Furman 
Street and Old Fulton Street in 
Dumbo, www.newyorkclassical.org). 
Aug. 22–23, 25–27 at 7 pm. Free.

SUMMER FUN ’17

All the world All the world 
is a stage!is a stage!

Four companies take theater outside this summer
BY MATT JOHN

Brooklyn is double, double, toil and trouble-ing down on “Macbeth!”Summer is here, and so is Shake-

speare in the parks! This year, two theater companies in Kings County will take on the tragic tale of 

Scottish king Macbeth as part of their al fresca entertainment, while a third tackles the bloody his-

tory of Shakespeare’s “Richard III.” But it is not all serious this summer! Piper Theatre Productions 

will present a show with even more cross-dressing than “As You Like It” — the musical “Priscilla, 

Queen of the Desert,” and the company will recount the tale of some other classic writers in its musical 

“The Brontës.”  So bring a blanket the park and get ready to get (classic) lit!
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QUEENS OF THE PLAYGROUND: The Piper Theatre will present the drag queen musical “Priscilla Queen of the Desert” outside the Old 
Stone House in Park Slope in July. 

WITCH WAY?: The three witches look omi-
nously over the action of the New York Clas-
sical Theater’s “Macbeth,” coming to Brook-
lyn Bridge Park in August.
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SUMMER FUN ’17

www.cityparksfoundation.org). June 
30 at 7 pm. Free.

Party Up
Bad boy rapper DMX headlines this 
year’s Brooklyn Hip Hop Festival, 
alongside fellow ’90s phenomenons The 
Lox. The supergroup of wordsmiths 
will take over Brooklyn Bridge Park 
for the annual beat bonanza. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park (On Water 
Street between Old Fulton and Dock 
streets in Dumbo, www.bkhiphopfesti-
val.com). July 15 at 1 pm. $65.

Blown away
Trombonist Wycliffe Gordon and his 
band will pay tribute to jazz great 
Louis Armstrong as part of Kingsbor-
ough Community College’s Hot Sum-
mer Nights series. 

Kingsborough Lighthouse Band-
shell (2001 Oriental Blvd. at Decatur 
Avenue in Manhattan Beach, www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org). July 18 at 8 
pm. Free.

N’awlins in MetroTech
New Orleans horn outfi t the Preser-

vation Hall Jazz Band will blow Metro-
Tech away with tunes straight from 
the French Quarter when it performs 
a free concert as part of the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s weekly rhythm 

and blues summer series. 
MetroTech Commons (Myrtle Prom-

enade at Bridge St. Downtown, www.
bam.org). July 20 at noon. Free. 

Turn around
Folk hero Conor Oberst will per-

form songs from his new album 
“Salutations” and deep cuts from 
his Bright Eyes days at this fund-
raising concert for the Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival. Philadelphia in-
die rock band Hop Along and Brook-
lyn’s Big Thief will be on opening 
duties. 

Prospect Park Bandshell (enter at 
Ninth Street and Prospect Park West 
in Park Slope, www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb). July 20 at 7 pm. $40–$46.

Burn baby burn
Pull your jumpsuit out of the moth-
balls and head on down to Coney Is-
land for to celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of “Saturday Night Fever.” The 
disco shindig will feature appear-
ances from Karen Lynn Gorney — the 
fi lm’s choreographer — and perfor-
mances from the Trammps, Tavares, 
Yvonne Elliman, France Joli, Har-
old Melvin’s Blues Notes, and many 
more. 

Coney Island Amphitheater (3052 
W. 21st St. at Surf Avenue in Coney Is-
land, www.coneyislandlive.com). July 
29 at 8 pm. $35–$250.

Roof party 
Dance the afternoon away to the eclec-
tic sounds of Dutch disc jockey Young 
Marco and Australian producer An-
dras on the roof of Williamsburg club 
Output. Make sure to grab one of the 
signature frozen cocktails to beat the 
heat. 

Output (74 Wythe Ave. at N. 12th 
Street in Williamsburg, www.output-
club.com). July 30 at 1 pm. $20. 

Old school 
Sing along to Motown hits like “My 

Girl” and “Ain’t Too Proud To Beg” 
with superstars the Temptations in 
the People’s Playground. The hit ma-
chine will share the stage with the 
Four Tops, a blast from the past that 
will get you up and grooving. 

Coney Island Amphitheater (3052 
W. 21st St. at Surf Avenue in Coney Is-
land, www.coneyislandlive.com). Au-
gust 24 at 8 pm. $20–$50. 

Guitar hero
Guitarist Gary Clark Jr. will shred 

the Afropunk stage when he head-
lines the festival’s 17th incarnation in 
Fort Greene. The yearly celebration 
of music and art will also boast per-
formances from singer Macy Gray, 
singer-songwriter Sampha, rapper 
Dizee Rascal, and loads more. 

Afropunk Festival at Commodore 
Barry Park (Flushing Avenue between 
Navy Street and N. Elliott Place in Fort 
Greene, www.afropunkfest.com/brook-
lyn) Aug. 26 and 27 starting at 11 am. 
$45–$90.

Continued from page 30

Summer like it’s supposed to be.Summer like it’s supposed to be.Summer like it’s supposed to be.

GORDON, BLOW YOUR HORN: Trombonist Wycliffe Gordon and His All Stars will play a Hot 
Summer Nights show at Kingsborough on July 8.
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BROOKLYN BROOKLYN 
CYCLONES CYCLONES 

2017 2017 
HOME GAME HOME GAME 

SCHEDULESCHEDULE

BY LAURA AMATO
Break out the peanuts and Cracker 
Jacks — it’s time for another season of 
Cyclones baseball! 

The squad returns to MCU Park 
this season with a brand-new coach 
and a brand-new sense of determina-
tion, opening up the year against the 
Staten Island Yankees on June 20. 
Doors open at 7 pm as the ’Clones look 
to set the tone of the summer against 
the Evil Empire of the New York-Penn 
League. 

Former Mets all-star Edgardo Al-
fonzo takes over the reigns as skip-
per, replacing former fan-favorite Tom 
Gamboa. This is not Alfonzo’s fi rst 
ride with the Cyclones — he worked as 
an assistant in the dugout for the past 
two seasons, and Mets fans are well ac-
quainted with his success on the fi eld. 

Alfonzo ranks fi fth in Mets his-
tory in hits (1,136) and runs (614), sixth 
in doubles (212), seventh in RBI (538) 
and ninth in home runs (120). He also 
helped lead the Amazin’s to the World 
Series in 2000, the fi rst championship 
appearance for the franchise since 
1986. 

Of course, Alfonzo will have some 
help. Royce Ring will serve as pitch-
ing coach after a year at single-A King-
sport last year, while Sean Ratliff will 
return for his third season as hitting 
coach with the ’Clones. 

And it wouldn’t be summer at the 

Boardwalk without a whole slate of 
giveaways, and this season is jam-
packed with big-time gets for fans. 

Marvel Super Hero Day, with a Cap-
tain America bobblehead hand-out, 
is scheduled for July 2. Irish Night is 
slated for July 18, and Villain Appre-
ciation Night is the next game on July 
19. The Cyclones will also raise aware-
ness for autism on July 24 with a puz-
zle backpack giveaway.

Fans of baseball fl ick “The Sand-
lot” won’t want to miss the “Squints” 
bobblehead giveaway on Aug. 2, and 
Norse thunder god and Marvel movie 
star Thor will get his own superhero 
moment and bobblehead on Aug. 6. 
Finally, the perennial favorite Sein-
feld Night is back for a fourth straight 
year on Aug. 5 to wrap up the giveaway 
schedule. 

There will also be fi reworks on the 
Boardwalk throughout the season, as 
well as a handful of theme nights, in-
cluding Brooklyn Slices name change 
and Star Wars night on Aug. 26.

Single-game tickets for the Cy-
clones season are now on sale at the 
MCU Park box offi ce or through the 
team’s website.

Catch a Cyclones game at MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street 
in Coney Island, (718) 372–5596, www.
brooklyncyclones.com]. June 20–Sept 
7. $10–$17.

Play ball!Play ball!
The Boys for Brooklyn are 

back for the summer

Date Opponent Time

June 20 Staten Island Yankees 7 pm

June 24 Hudson Valley Renegades 6 pm

June 25 Hudson Valley Renegades 4 pm

June 26 Hudson Valley Renegades 7 pm

July 1 Connecticut Tigers 6 pm

July 2 Connecticut Tigers 1 pm

July 3 Connecticut Tigers 7 pm

July 7 Staten Island Yankees 6:40 pm

July 9 Staten Island Yankees 4 pm

July 14 State College Spikes 6:40 pm

July 15 State College Spikes 6 pm

July 16 State College Spikes 4 pm

July 17 Staten Island Yankees 7 pm

July 18 Staten Island Yankees 7 pm

July 19 Staten Island Yankees 7 pm

July 23 Aberdeen IronBirds 4 pm

July 24 Aberdeen Ironbirds 7 pm

July 25 Aberdeen Ironbirds 11:30 am

Aug. 2 Tri-City Valley Cats 7 pm

Aug. 3 Tri-City Valley Cats 7 pm

Aug. 4 Tri-City Valley cats 6:40 pm

Aug. 5 Lowell Spinners 6 pm

Aug. 6 Lowell Spinners 4 pm

Aug. 7 Lowell Spinners 7 pm

Aug. 16 Aberdeen Ironbirds 7 pm

Aug. 17 Aberdeen Ironbirds 7 pm

Aug. 18 Aberdeen Ironbirds 6:40 pm

Aug. 22 Hudson Valley Renegades 7 pm

Aug. 23 Hudson Valley Renegades 7 pm

Aug. 24 Hudson Valley Renegades 7 pm

Aug. 26 Staten Island Yankees 6 pm

Aug. 28 Vermont Lake Monsters 7 pm

Aug. 29 Vermont Lake Monsters 7 pm

Aug. 30 Vermont Lake Monsters 7 pm

Aug. 31 Lowell Spinners 7 pm

Sept. 1 Lowell Spinners 6:40 pm

Sept. 2 Lowell Spinners 6 pm

Sept. 7 Staten Island Yankees 6 pm

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME: Sandy the Seagull and young fans are pumped up for 
the Brooklyn Cyclones season opener against the hated Staten Island Yankees. 
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By Alexandra Simon

It is 40 years old and dancing strong.
The country’s largest festival 

of African dance will return to the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music this month to 
celebrate its 40th anniversary. This year’s 
Dance Africa Festival, starting on May 
26 with the theme “The Healing Light of 
Rhythm: Tradition and Beyond,” will honor 
both the past and the present, looking at the 
origins of traditional dances and also show-
casing what is happening in the dance world 
now, said the festival’s artistic director.

“We are celebrating the power of the 
traditional African dance as well as the 
contemporary voice of the diaspora,” said 
Abdel R. Salaam. “People will not only be 
entertained but be empowered by the expe-
riences, and that is the focus of program.”

This year’s show will feature a new twist 
— a collaborative performance between 
three dance companies, all of whom have 

performed at the Festival in previous years. 
The three groups — Bedford-Stuvesant’s 
Asase Yaa, Forces of Nature, and Illstyle 
and Peace Productions — will combine 
forces to present “The Healing Sevens,” 
a multi-genre piece that fuses elements of 
hip-hop, African, contemporary, and mod-
ern dance. This combination performance, 
which will take up the first half of the eve-
ning, will also feature a rhythm that strays 
from the usual musical measurements, said 
the director of Asase Yaa.

“It involves a lot of different things — 
we took traditional African rhythms and 
put a twist on them, and we’re doing all 
of our rhythms in sevens,” said Kofi Osei 
Williams,

The “healing” portion of this year’s 
theme will be highlighted in a performance 
from Guinean dance group Wula Dance and 
Drum Ensemble, with a piece in response to 
lives lost or destroyed by violence.

“The second half of the show focuses 
on healing in the community and makes 
some choreo-commentary on gun violence 
within not just inner cities, but at large,” 
said Salaam. “I wanted to do something 
to focus on the healing of our young men 
because I think our young men need a lot of 
support and focus, so this year we are going 
to attempt to send this message that we need 
to work together to make this world better 
for all of us.”

The festival, the longest-running series 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, has 
evolved over the years, adding theater and 
storytelling elements to pure dance perfor-
mances, said Salaam.

“I added an element of theater and 
shifted it somewhat,” he said. “Being a 
choreographer and artistic director who is 
impassioned by story and dance, theater 
adds more of that and provides a more 
creative festival.”

The festival’s founding director Chuck 
Davis, better known as Baba Chuck, passed 
away last week. His dedication to the fes-
tival and his work connecting it to orga-
nizations in the Brooklyn community is 
what caused the event to continue for so 
long, said Williams — and his work will 
continue.

“Baba Chuck Davis is very big influ-
ence for us and he taught us a lot about 
African culture and dance. The show is 
here because of the words he lived by,” 
said Williams. “Dance Africa is one of the 
biggest African shows in the world and it 
always raises the bar to show people how to 
celebrate African culture.”

Dance Africa Festival at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House [30 Lafayette Ave 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.bam.
org. May 26 at 7:30 pm, May 27 at 2 pm and 
7 pm, and May 28–29 at 3 pm. $25.

Dance Africa Festival looks to repair the spirit

Heal & toe

Returning champions: The BAM-Restoration Dance Youth 
Ensemble has performed at the Dance Africa Festival every 
years since its founding 20 years ago. Richard Termine
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By Caroline Spivack

Sodom by the Sea is on the 
silent, silver screen!

A bit of movie magic will 
bring the People’s Playground to 
Prospect Heights for the final screen-
ing of this season’s Silent Movie 
Matinee series. “Lonesome,” show-
ing on May 21 at the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch, traces the 
clumsy romance of a couple who 
meet in Coney Island. The film was 
shot at the birth of talkies, and fuses 
silent and full-sound techniques into 
a unique hybrid, said the man behind 
the series.

“It’s a very strange out-of-body 
experience. You’ve seen these char-
acters live and function in silence, 
but then for three scenes they speak, 
and the moment you hear their voic-
es it’s a little awkward,” said Ken 
Gordon, a freelance film curator and 
historian. “But this awkwardness is 
fascinating because it puts us right at 
that intersection when silence turns 
into sound.”

The “part-talkie” film was shot 
in 1928 by director Paul Fejos, who 
used it to explore his anxieties of 
living in a modern city, being sur-
rounded by crowds but never truly 
feeling connected. That sentiment 
still resonates with viewers nearly 90 
years later, said Gordon.

“For him, it was a frenetic, urban 
city that was a little faster than his 
comfort level, and also filled with 
isolation,” said the Midwood film 
buff. “In a sense, he created a New 

York state of mind. It translates that 
experience that any New Yorker, any 
Brooklynite, grew up with, that’s in 
your blood.”

“Lonesome” follows Mary, a tele-
phone operator, and Jim, a factory 
worker, who venture to Coney Island 
during the Fourth of July weekend 
and meet by chance. Viewers watch 
the couple gradually tumble into 
love against the magical backdrop of 
1920s Coney Island. The film serves 
up a delightful slice of old Brooklyn, 
said Gordon.

“There’s something about Coney 
back then that was just a breath of 
fresh air,” said Gordon, a Brooklyn 

native who frequented the shore 
while growing up. “I still love that 
place as a refuge, as a getaway with-
out leaving the city. For me, if I can 
ever show anything that’s Brooklyn, 
that’s great. I like bringing it local.”

Gordon’s film series has been 
running since 1997, drawing crowds 
of all ages for the silent films with a 
live piano soundtrack. 

“Lonesome” at the Brooklyn 
Central Library Dweck Center 
[10 Grand Army Plaza at Eastern 
Parkway in Prospect Heights, enter 
at side entrance on Eastern Parkway, 
(718) 230–2100, www.bklynlibrary.
org]. May 21 at 12:30 pm. Free.

By Laura Meltzer

She’s trading up!
A Brooklyn theater company 

has updated a 19th century story 
of class warfare for the modern era, 
replacing the aristocrats and servants 
of August Strindberg’s play “Miss 
Julie” with Wall Street investment 
bankers and undocumented immi-
grants. The director of “Ms. Julie: 
Asian Equities,” playing through June 
3 in Bedford-Stuyvesant, says that 
the play’s themes remain relevant 129 
years later.

“ ‘Miss Julie’ has had productions 
just about every year since 1888, the 
year it was written. That speaks about 
the strong appeal of the original play 
and it’s themes of status, privilege, 
and a continuously evolving social 
order,” said Rebecca Martinez.

The updated story presented by 
the Brave New World Repertory 
Theatre follows Directory of Equity 
Sales Julie Harper, as she skips her 

investment bank’s holiday party to 
spend time with Juan, a member of 
the company’s maintenance staff. 
Complications ensue. 

“After some innocent flirting turns 
to something more serious, both Julie 
and Juan find themselves faced with 
a crisis of choice and consequence,” 
explained Martinez. 

The show will take place in a 
space designed to look just like the 
Wall Street trading floor, at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Global Finance 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

“We will be performing in one of 
the classrooms, complete with a live 
stock ticker to give the students real-
time updates in their finance classes,” 
said Martinez.

Locating the immersive environ-
ment was a matter of “dumb luck,” 
explains the theater group’s founder. 

“I googled ‘Trading Floor 
Brooklyn’ and the Brooklyn Academy 
of Global Finance in Bedford-

Stuyvesant popped up,” said Claire 
Beckman. “Thanks to Principal 
Danielle Darbee, and her vision to 
bring finance education to this under-
served community high school.”

“Ms. Julie, Asian Equities” at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Global Finance 
[125 Stuyvesant Ave. between 
Lafayette and Greene avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (917) 660–4660, 
www.bravenewworldrep.org]. May 
18–21, 25–27, and June 1–3 at 7:30 
pm. Free.

By Bill Roundy

Nice guys finish first!
A comedy com-

petition this week-
end will reward the silver-
tongued speakers with the 
sweetest things to say. The 
“Boast Rattle,” in the base-
ment of Union Hall on May 
20, is an upside-down ver-
sion of the traditional “roast 
battle,” with comedians 
seeking to out-do each other 
with elaborate compliments 
instead of insults. The event’s 
creator started the event as a 
one-time joke, but it proved 
so popular that he spun it off 
into its own show.

“It would always do so 
well, and we figured we 
might as well go with what 
people like,” said comedian 
Kyle Ayers. “I like treating 
absurd ideas with as much 
seriousness as possible.”

During the show, six 
comedians will face off in 
three one-on-one friend-
liness feuds. A judge will 
critique their comments, but 
audience applause will deter-
mine a winner.

“I usually have a guest 
judge to tell them what com-
pliments went well — just 
fun, ridiculous feedback, 
but the crowd decides,” said 
Ayers.

The Bushwick comedian 
chose the match-ups for the 
May 20 nice-off, trying to 
find jokesters who could use 
inside knowledge to take 
down their opponents.

“It tends to make it more 
fun if they know each other,” 
he said. “They can get more 
personal, and that’s always a 
good time.”

But it’s not just about say-
ing nice things — it has to be 

funny as well, said Ayers.
“People generally like it if 

you can have something clev-
er that works as a joke as well, 
like ‘Martha is part of the ter-
rorist organization NISIS,’ ” 
he said. “You’d be surprised 
how hard it is to write a funny 
compliment. People tend to 
come in and think it’s going 
to be a pleasant, nice night, 
and they’re impressed by how 
funny it is.” 

In the competition’s sec-
ond half, the three final flat-
terers will interview a vol-
unteer from the audience, 
then compete to extoll that 
person’s virtue. This can be 
more difficult than boasting 
a friend, but one competing 
comedian said that he has a 
technique. 

“You need to find some-
thing that’s visual, or that 
you can explain in a tight 
set-up, and then have a 
punch line off of that,” said 
Williamsburg comedian Josh 
Gondelman. “For a roast on 
television — that’s a famous 
person, there’s a lot that peo-
ple already know. For this, 
you have to either work from 
what people can tell and see, 
or do a really tight job of set-
ting it up. Tight structure is 
really valuable.”

But the boast rattle format 
can also free up one’s cre-
ativity, said Gondelman. 

“Nothing’s off limits — 
there’s not a lot of punches 
you have to pull, because 
you’re saying nice things,” 
he said.

Boast Rattle at Union Hall 
[702 Union St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400, www.
unionhallny.com]. May 20 at 
8 pm. $12 ($10 in advance).

A den of in-equity

SWEET TALKIE

Lonely together: The 1928 silent-talkie hybrid “Lonesome,” screening at the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central Branch on May 21, follows a couple that meets in Coney Island.  

Please clap: Comedian Kyle Ayers will host a “Boast Rattle” compliment 
competition at Union Hall on May 20. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

From two different worlds: Undocumented 
immigrant Juan and investment banker 
Julie steal a moment together in the play 
“Ms. Julie: Asian Equities.” Doug Barron

Mr. Nice Guy
Local comedian hosts
a compliment contest

See 1920s Coney in almost-silent film
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

Join Us
After Bay FestTONY AWARD® NOMINEE 

BEST PLAY 
“A  SUPERBLY REALIZED, 

REMARKABLY  POWERFUL 
NEW PLAY 

by Pulitzer Prize winner PAULA VOGEL, 
sensitively directed by REBECCA TAICHMAN.”

THE NEW YORK TIMES

“AN EXHILARATING 
RIDE YOU’LL 

NEVER FORGET.” 
DEADLINE

����� 
“CAPTIVATING
 & GORGEOUS.” 

TIME OUT NEW YORK

“100 minutes of
POTENT THEATRICAL MAGIC.” 

NY1

“A play that deeply touches 
so much rich emotion and 

JOYFUL  HUMAN  PASSION.”
NEWSDAY
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Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Leavers” by Lisa Ko

Lisa Ko’s timely debut novel 
“The Leavers” examines the 
complex nature of assimilation 
and identity. The story follows 
Deming Guo, a boy abandoned 
by his undocumented immi-
grant mother, as he moves 
from the Bronx to upstate 
New York, changing his name 
to Daniel and occupying a 
dual-consciousness to cope 
with the muted, but persis-
tent buzz of subconscious discrimination. 
This thoughtful portrait of a first-generation American 
thoroughly explores the impact of displacement and 
systematic racism — trauma without brutality — in 
both Deming and his mother, as she grapples with the 
mistakes of her past.

— Jean Lee, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “Isadora” by Amelia Gray
Amelia Gray’s first novel, 

“Isadora,” is a haunting portrayal 
of Isadora Duncan, the mother of 
modern dance, as she reels from 
the tragic drowning of her two 
young children. At the height 
of her career, Isadora is faced 
with this unimaginable loss 
and struggles to recover from 
the shock. Essentially aban-
doning her lover and family, 
Isadora turns to dance as a 
coping mechanism, becoming increas-
ingly unhinged as she fuels her art with her despair. 
Gray’s feverish depiction of Isadora’s emotional upheaval 
is a visceral exploration into the effects of grief.

— Alison Gore, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Friends of Eddie Coyle” 
by George V. Higgins

I’m a bit of a tenderfoot when 
it comes to crime fiction, so it 
was with some trepidation that 
I took up George V. Higgins’s 
minor masterpiece. Turns out, 
“The Friends of Eddie Coyle” 
is not only a nasty diamond of 
’70s noir, but a formally dar-
ing piece of dialogue-driven 
modernism, like a Henry 
Green novel if all the char-
acters were cutthroats and 
crooks out for an easy buck. Peter Yates 
made it into a very fine movie with Robert Mitchum and 
Peter Boyle, so double your fun with a screening some 
afternoon. As for me, I’m hooked.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Caroline Spivack

Prepare to get more hammered 
than one of Thor’s foes!

Bay Ridge Nights is 
going Norse in honor of Norwegian 
Constitution Day, and there is so 
much going on to celebrate the nabe’s 
Nordic folk, you’ll think you died and 
went to Valhalla.

Order up a few bottles of aquavit 
and make some new friends slurring 
drinking songs with the Norwegian 
coastline kings, Lords of the Fjords at 
Lockyard (9221 Fifth Ave. between 
92nd and 94th streets) on Friday. The 
feiring starts at 9 pm — skål!

Never has there been a more fitting 
time to dust off that horned helmet 
from Halloween and wear it with pride 
than on Saturday, at the Viking Fest 
in Owl’s Head Park (68th Street at 
Narrows Avenue). A trio of medieval 
reenactment groups will use swords 
and shields to pummel Nordic his-
tory into the heads of gawking tykes. 

Then, in imitation of Viking invaders 
who plundered villages, youngsters 
can do a little raiding of their own, 
with a medieval treasure hunt from 
10 am to noon, when the hardanger 
fiddler and other traditional musical 

performances will kick off. You can 
also stuff yourself with Scandinavian 
grub, play traditional games, and sail 
the hills in a replica Viking ship 
named the “Norseman” until 5 pm. 

On Sunday, May 21, Scandinavians 
will take to the streets as the 17th of 
May Parade rumbles through the Ridge. 
The march, which honors the adop-
tion of the Norwegian Constitution, 
takes place annually on the 17th or 
the nearest Sunday. The walk of pride 
will snake its way through Bay Ridge, 
starting at Third Avenue and First 
Street at 1:30 pm and ending at Lief 
Erikson Park (67th Street between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues).

After the parade, lead your raiding 
party to the Danish Athletic Club 
[741 65th St. between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues, (718) 748–7844] for 
a post-parade feast and live music 
from accordion-heavy quintet the 
Smorgasbandet at 8 pm. Call the club 
for reservations, which run $30 a seat. 

Vikings invade Bay Ridge!

By Alexandra Simon

It’s a meal fit for a mouse!
A local chef will dish out a four-course meal 

inspired by children’s books about medieval mice 
this weekend. The Redwall Dinner, at the Court Tree 
Collective in Carroll Gardens on May 21, will replicate 
some of the feasts held in the Redwall saga written by 
Brian Jacques. The creator of the Table of Contents 
Supper Club is a big fan of the books, and said that their 
lavish eating scenes made the series a perfect choice for 
the latest literary dinner.

“When I want to organize a dinner, I often think 
back to a book which has good descriptions of food, and 
‘Redwall’ was one of those books,” said Park Slope chef 
Mackensie Griffin. 

The 22-book Redwall series follows a group of heroic 
mice, moles, and squirrels living at tiny Redwall Abbey 
and its nearby woods, doing battle with evil weasels, 
snakes, and crows — in between bouts of foraging for 
food and brewing beer. The stories offered plenty of 
culinary inspiration, said Griffin. 

“The characters feast pretty often in the series and — 
as with humans in medieval abbeys — they have feasts 
for celebrations and holidays,” she said. “The animals are 
often fighting battles in the series, so they always have a 
feast after they win the battle against the evil animals. I’d 
say they have feasts several times within each book.”

Griffin used quotes from the books to inspire each 
course, and each quote will appears on a placemat during 
the meal. 

“I think this will keep everyone connected to the text 
and can inspire conversation,” said Griffin.

The mostly-vegetarian meal will include courses of 
“Oatcake with Honeycomb and Flowers” and “Walnut 
Bread with Goat Cheese and Apple.” The heroic rodents 
of the novels do not eat other mammals or birds, but 
non-speaking seafood is fair game, so Griffin’s meal will 
also include some shrimp served with rose and deviled 
barley. 

Griffin will also decorate the hall to give it the feel of 

a primeval forest, she said. 
“There’s a lot of nature described in book, so there’s 

definitely going to be a lot of green on the table, and I’m 
going to decorate the table with a lot of natural elements 
so the guests feel like they are eating outside,” she said. “A 
wasp nest that I found in the woods is going to be the cen-
terpiece and I might bring some animal masks as well.” 

 Redwall Dinner  at Court Tree Collective [371 Court 
St., second floor, between First Place and Carroll Street 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 422–7806, www.courttree.com]. 
May 21 at 6:30 pm. $65.

FANTASTIC FOOD

It’s not easy, holding greens: Park Slope chef Mackensie Griffin 
will host a dinner influenced by the Redwall series of children’s 
books on May 21. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Eat like the talking mice of ‘Redwall’
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Buckley’s-Kennedy’s 5K Charity Run

�����	
���	��
����������������������������������
���������������	���

Kevin “The King” Roche and Pudgie Walsh
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• Live music provided by Head Over Heels 
• Entertainment by DJ Suds 

The picnic is FREE for all registered runners
and children 12 and younger

"�#��#�)��*������� ��+�����
$20.00 - Food and Beverages     $25.00 - Food, Beverages and T-Shirt

Children 12 and under are FREE
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www.heartshare.org/events
www.buckleyscaterers.com
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• Food & Beverages
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Army Reserve Center, located on Rockaway Point Blvd/State Road 

between Barret Road and Hero Road in Breezy Poin, NY
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*�*+�69����!

�	�����:��;���**�

-E0DC@:;
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3:00 - 8:00pm
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��:;��G
3:00 - 8:00pm
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10:00am - 8:00pm

M9119@;BC��9C5:0D:15
='+��
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-E0DC@:;
��:;��F
4:00 - 7:00pm

 D8@:;
��:;��G
4:00 - 7:00pm

�:50D@:;
��:;��
1:00 - 5:00pm

ErnestShackletonLovesMe.com or (866) 811-4111   Tony Kiser Theatre 305 W. 43rd St. 

Book By 
Joe DiPietro

Music by 
Brendan Milburn

Lyrics by 
Val Vigoda 

Directed by 
Lisa Peterson

����� “A MUST SEE MULTI-MEDIA EXTRAVAGANZA!” – Examiner

Strictly Limited Engagement | 8 Weeks Only!

THE STEPCREWTHE STEPCREW
Leading Step dancers, champion fiddle players, and touring 
members of famed Irish band, The Chieftains, take you on a 

breathtaking journey from the haunting beauty of Ireland to the 
spirited wilds of North America. 

“Cannot be missed!”  – Jean Butler, Riverdance

Celtic Music and Dance Extravaganza!

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

Saturday, May 20 at 8:00 p.m.  $32
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
SAT, MAY 19

MUSIC, FUTURE: With 
Migos, Tory Lanez, 
Kodak Black and Zoey 
Dollaz. $49–$625. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVE-

NING WITH VIC-
TOR DROBYSH AND 
FRIENDS: $55–$395. 
7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN MUSIC 
FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, 
Uncle Murda, and more. 
$65–$166. 8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Eddie 
Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and 
more. $70–$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-

three basketball games 
with professional play-
ers. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL 

PACKAGE TOUR: With 
New Kids on the Block, 
Paula Abdul, and Boyz 
II Men. $25–$995. 7:30 
pm.

WED, JULY 5
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 6
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 7
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 8
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
4 pm and 7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 9
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
1:30 pm and 5 pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

TUE, AUG 1
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 2
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MEN-

DES: $29–$550. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. Time 
tba.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $tba. 6:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

WED, MAY 24
HEALTH, HEALTH FAIR: 

Learn all about what you 
can do to prevent skin can-
cer and promote healthy 
skin, and get a spot check 
by dermatology profes-
sionals, skincare product 
samples, and snacks. Free. 
4 –6 pm. SUNY Downtown 
Medical Center at Bay 
Ridge [9036 Seventh Ave. 
at 90th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 833–7616]. 

TALK, MAKE IT IN BROOK-
LYN — RESTAURATEURS 
ROUNDTABLE: Legendary 
Gage and Tollner restau-
rant welcomes a round-
table of restaurant opera-
tors to discuss the future 
of food in Brooklyn. $20. 
6 pm. Gage & Tollner (372 
Fulton St. between Smith 
Street and Red Hook Lane 
in Downtown), www.down-
townbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, “FIRST SET”: Host 
Giulia Rozzi asks comedi-
ans to screen their fi rst-
ever stand-up sets, then 
interviews them about how 
things have changed since 
then. With guests Chris 
Gethard, Robert Dean, 
and Dava Krause. $12 ($10 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THURS, MAY 25
READING, AN EVENING 

WITH ALICE WALKER:  
Poet, novelist, and activ-
ist Alice Walker leads an 
intimate lecture inspired 
by her life’s work. $25. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

FILM, “THE NEW AMERI-
CAN PARADISE”: Free 
short fi lms about the 
American Dream. Free. 8 
PM. Metro Tech Commons 
(5 MetroTech Center at 
Bridge Street in Down-
town), rooftopfi lms.com. 

FRI, MAY 26
MUSIC, NICK CAVE & THE 

BAD SEEDS: Tickets start 
at $99. 8 pm. Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

FILM, VINTAGE JAZZ SHORT 
FILM FEST: See vintage 
16mm short fi lms of such 
greats as Billie Holiday, 
Duke Ellington, and Cab 
Calloway. $10. 8 pm. 
Coney Island USA [1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island, www.co-
neyisland.com]. 

SAT, MAY 27
SECRET MAUSOLEUM CLUB: 

Atlas Obscura and Green-
Wood Cemetery open 
selected mausoleums for 
an extraordinary series of 
intimate after-hours im-
mersive experiences, with 
inspiring performances 
and a historic persona or 
two. $100. 9 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. 

FRI, MAY 19
ART, “THE FUTURE IS 

BRIGHT (IN PROGRESS)”: 
A one-night mixed media 
installation by Katya Grok-
hovsky, with an artist talk 
and discussion. Free. 6 
pm. NARS Foundation 
[201 46th St., fourth fl oor, 
at Second Avenue in Sun-
set Park, (718) 768–2765], 
www.narsfoundation.org. 

DANCE, FLAMENCO VIVO 
CARLOTA SANTANA: The 
American company spe-
cializing in Spanish dance 
presents the world pre-
mieres of three new dance 
works. $25–$250. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Fisher (321 Ashland 
Pl. between Hansen Place 
and Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

FILM, “THIS IS WHAT WE 
MEAN BY SHORT FILMS”: 
The fi rst night of the Roof-
top Films summer series! 
With live music by Innov 
Gnawa, a screening of 
short fi lms, and an after-
party sponsored by Co-
rona and Tanqueray. $15. 
8 pm. The Old American 
Can Factory (232 Third St. 
at Sackett Street in Gow-
anus). 

SAT, MAY 20
FUND-RAISER, BIKE THE 

BRANCHES: Explore 
Brooklyn Library branches 
throughout the borough, 
and check off a passport at 
each spot. Followed by a 
party at the Central Branch 
with live music, a beer gar-
den, activities, and food 
vendors. $20 ($10 kids). 
Party 3–7 pm. Central 
Branch Library [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

MUSIC, “L’ELISIR D’AMORE” 
(THE ELIXIR OF LOVE): 
Regina Opera presents the 
story of a country bumpkin 
who hopes that a magic 
potion will make a rich 
girl fall in love with him. 
In Italian with English su-
pertitles. $25 ($20 seniors, 
$5 teens). 3 pm. Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help School 
Auditorium [5902 Sixth 
Ave. at 60th Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 259–2772], 
www.reginaopera.org. 

THEATER, “FAUST”: Roman 
Borgman Opera Theatre 
presents highlights from 
Charles Gounod’s classic 
opera, “Faust.” $20. 7 pm. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
(9020 Third Ave at 91st 
Street in Bay Ridge), www.
rbopera.com. 

VIKING FEST 2017: Come to 
the 17th annual celebration 
features replicas of Viking 
ships, exhibits of Nordic 
pastimes including embroi-
dery and spinning, and, 
of course, plenty of folks 
in Viking garb. Free. 10 
am–5 pm. Owl’s Head Park 
(68th St. and Narrows Av-
enue in Bay Ridge), www.
scandinavian-museum.org/
events.html. 

MARKET, ST. PHILIP’S EPIS-
COPAL CHURCH FLEA 
MARKET: Vendors will 
sell new, used, and hand-
crafted items. Free. 10 
am. St. Philip’s Episco-
pal Church [1072 80th St. 
at 11th Avenue in Dyker 

Heights, (718) 745–2505]. 
ART, INDUSTRY CITY OPEN 

STUDIOS: Take a look into 
the spaces of various mak-
ers and artists through-
out the complex. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Industry City 
[238 36th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 965–
6450], industrycity.com. 

READING, “SONG OF MY-
SELF”: Dozens of artists, 
poets, writers and vaga-
bonds will read individual 
cantos from Walt Whit-
man’s masterpiece. $10 
suggested donation. 5:30 
pm. Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. 
near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], wa-
terfrontmuseum.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, DISNEY PROM 
FEATURING THE LITTLE 
MERMEN: An adult prom 
featuring music from a 
Disney cover band. Dress 
up! Two guests will be 
crowned King and Queen. 
$15–$35. 8 pm. The Hall at 
MP [470 Driggs Ave. be-
tween N. 10th and N. 11th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(212) 634–0427], www.the-
hallbrooklyn.com. 

SUN, MAY 21
MUSIC, FABULOUS FIFTH 

AVENUE FAIR: Rain or 
shine, this blocks-long 
event includes musical per-
formances, activities, food 
vendors, and more. Free. 
10 am–6 pm. (Fifth Avenue 
between Sterling Place 
and 12th Street in Park 
Slope), www.parkslope-
fi fthavenuebid.com. 

MUSIC, SPRING CONCERT: 
The Kingsborough Musi-
cal Society Chorus and 
the Community Wind En-
semble & Concert Band 
perform their annual con-
cert. Free. 2 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

THEATER, “CINDERELLA”: 
The Rogers and Hammer-
stein version of the classic. 

$10. 2 pm. St. Bernard de 
Clairevaus [2055 E. 69th St. 
at Veterans Avenue in Mill 
Basin, (718) 763–5533]. 

TALK, HOLOCAUST COM-
MEMORATION PRO-
GRAM: This annual com-
memoration will focus on 
the Holocaust in Italy. Free. 
8 pm. Young Israel of Mid-
wood [1694 Ocean Ave. 
at Avenue L in Midwood, 
(718) 377–0106]. 

MON, MAY 22
TALK, WALK TO END AL-

ZHEIMER’S VOLUNTEER 
SIGN-UP: Learn about 
the 2017 Walk to End Al-
zheimer’s on Nov. 4. With 
food, fun, and an oppor-
tunity join the fi ght. Free. 
6PM – 7PM. Kingsborough 
Community College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5000], www.
kbcc.cuny.edu. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, MAY 23
READING, NEVILLE FRAN-

KEL: Frankel’s book “On 
the Sickle’s Edge” tells a 
multi-generational story of 
love, loss, and resilience in 
the face of adversity. Fran-
kel will be introduced and 
interviewed by journalist 
and crime writer Rob Leni-
han. Free. 7 pm. Bookmark 
Shoppe [8415 Third Ave 
between 84th and 85th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–5115], www.book-
markshoppe.com.  

MUSIC, ANIMAL COLLEC-
TIVE: With opener Circuit 
des Yeux. $30. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brook-
lyn-steel. 

Part of his world: The Little Mermen play rockin’ Disney 
covers while dressed as Aladdin, Donald Duck, and Buzz 
Lightyear, among other figures. The band will host a “Disney 
Prom” for nostalgic grown-ups on May 20. Joe Curry

It’s good to be the king: Rapper Fetty Wap will return to his 
golden throne at Barclays Center on June 9, as part of the 
Soulfrito Urban Latin Music Fest. Associated Press / Scott Roth
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Cosmos’ fi rst victory at MCU Park
BY LAURA AMATO

Finally, it felt like home.
The Cosmos picked up 

the fi rst victory at Coney Is-
land’s MCU Park, mounting 
a big-time comeback to defeat 
Puerto Rico FC 4–3 on May 14. 
The squad clawed back from an 
early two-goal defi cit to grab 
a key three points and jump 
into second place in the league 
standings.

“We came out fl at, but we 
turned it around so quick,” 
said defender Ryan Richter. 
“Even before [the red card] we 
started to change the pressure 
and the game was turning for 
us. To come back the way we 
did and get that win at home, it 
was huge.”

Puerto Rico took an early 
lead on goals from Giuseppe 
Gentile and Emery Welshman 
and nearly built a three-goal 
cushion in the 31st minute, 
with one of the squad’s shots 
coming up just short of the net.

The game changed, how-
ever, when Puerto Rico mid-

fi elder Yuma was whistled for 
a red card and dismissed after 
his challenge on Juan Guerra 
in the 36th minute. The call 
put Puerto Rico down a man 
for the remainder of the match 
and, suddenly, the Cosmos had 
new life. 

“I think the red card com-
pletely changed the game. Not 
only that it was a red card, but 
the player that received it,” 
said Cosmos head coach Gio-
vanni Savarese. “He’s a guy 
that is able to organize a lot 
from the fi eld. We start mov-
ing the ball better, we start get-
ting confi dence and then once 
we get confi dence, things start 
turning to our side.”

The Cosmos got on the 
board in the 42nd minute on 
Andrés Flores’ fi rst goal of the 
season. It was enough to turn 
the tide, and the Cosmos front 
line continued to bring pres-
sure for the rest of regulation.

“We started pressing them 
higher, we started being more CENTURY MARK: Cosmos keeper Jimmy Mauer racked up a handful of key saves in his 100th club appearance 

on May 14, helping his squad to a 4–3 victory over Puerto Rico FC.  New York Cosmos

BY LAURA AMATO
There are more trees growing 
in Brooklyn — literally. 

The Nets hosted the team’s 
fi fth annual tree giveaway in 
front of Barclays Center on 
May 15, part of the “Trees for 
Threes” Program, a partner-
ship with the squad, PwC US, 
and the New York Restoration 
Project.

The initiative drew a hand-
ful of pre-registered prospec-
tive planters, but, for the most 
part, the event was a chance 
for passersby to pick up a tree 
and add a little green to their 
hometown.

“My fi rst reaction was just 
thinking, ‘more threes means 
more trees,’ ” said Nets stand-
out K.J. McDaniels. “Just to 
be out here and giving back 
to the community anyway is 
always big, but this is really 
cool.”

McDaniels was the fi rst to 
admit he was a bit surprised by 
the initiative; it’s not the usual 
kind of community giveback a 
pro team would stage. It didn’t 
take long, however, for him to 
realize that less-than-usual 
description was exactly what 
made Trees for Threes so im-
portant.

“I thought New York, com-
ing from Alabama, was going 
to be all concrete all the time,” 
he said. “You don’t see many 
trees or much grass [here], so 
the fact that they’re trying to 
give back with that is great.”

The Nets players have done 
their best to consistently work 
with the community since ar-
riving in Brooklyn and the 
partnership with PwC and 
New York Restoration Project 
was a no-brainer for all three 
parties. In fact, as soon as PwC 
approached the franchise fi ve 

years ago, the Nets were quick 
to agree.

“They loved it. It just makes 
sense and on a day like today 
when we’re outdoors, hand-
ing out trees, you can see the 
enthusiasm from the commu-
nity,” said PwC partner Mitch 
Roschelle. “It’s exactly why we 
wanted to do this. There are lit-
erally people walking by and 
getting trees to go plant.”

The Nets have helped dis-
tribute more than 1,600 trees 
across the borough in the past 
fi ve years, with fans planting 
them in community gardens, 
schoolyards and private yards. 
This latest event handed out 
400 trees to area fans. 

But Roschelle has one mem-
ory in particular that has 
stuck with him since the start 
of the initiative, and it hap-
pened in the fi rst year of the 

HOMEGROWN: Nets standout K.J. McDaniels helped the team with its 
Trees for Threes program on May 15, handing out the arbors in front of 
Barclays Center.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on page 45

Continued on page 45

Nets give back with trees 

• ‘If these girls are looking 
up to me, it means I’m 
doing something right.’

• ‘We knew we had it 
in us the whole 
year.’

— Telecom star Thalia Santiago on her leadership 
role on the Yellowjackets squad.

— Midwood’s Nicholas Cardieri on 
beating rival Grand Street.
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BY MATTHEW JOHN
Bergen Beach baseball, by 
any other name, is now the 
Brooklyn Bandits.

A youth baseball league 
in a neighborhood near the 
southeastern tip of borough 
had been steadily losing pop-
ularity — and enrollment — 
in recent years, until last 
year, when local coaches 
Frank Cappiello and Car-
los Zafra got involved. The 
duo decided to breathe new 
life into the declining loop, 
to provide fresh opportuni-
ties for young players in the 
community.

“With the help of Car-
los, myself, [and] a lot of 
the guys we coached with, 
we wanted to keep it going. 
We didn’t want it to die,” 
said Cappiello, who grew up 
playing in the Bergen Beach 
organization. “It was [once] 
a big league where all the 
kids from the neighborhood 
went and played. There were 
eight to 10 in-house teams 
packed with kids, and the 
fi elds were always packed.”

Cappiello and Zafra, with 
coach Kevin Merrick and 
executive director Paul Cu-
riale, joined forces to make 
Bergen Beach baseball pop-
ular again. The started by 
forming a loop called the 
Brooklyn Bandits.

“We started with two 
Bandits teams,” Cappiello 
said. “We made this travel 
team up with no expecta-
tions. Just teaching them 
the game the right way.”

That fi rst season, the 
younger of the two Bandits 
teams wound up winning 
their league championship. 
The following year, more 
teams were formed.

“One of the older travel 
teams, coached by Scott 
Slater, went under the Ban-
dits banner, too,” Cappiello 

said. “He [has] Bandits for 
a 14-U team. Then we have 
our other coach, Alan Um-
bria, who does the basket-
ball program with us, he 
took on an 11- to 12-year-
old team. We have two 9- to 
10-year-old teams. Another 
coach, Pete Stark, took an 
8-U team, and then [coach] 
Michael Obdyke took on a 
tee-ball team.”

In just one season, the 
league went from having 
two member teams to six, 
and now boasts an ever-
growing fan base and pool 
of dedicated players.

“All the neighboring ar-
eas are gravitating toward 
the organization now,” Cap-
piello said. “It’s exactly what 
we envisioned, and we just 
have to keep it rolling.”

He explained that the 
league’s expansion isn’t 
just about teaching the boys 
baseball, but also about 
teaching them life lessons.

“When you think about 
it, how many kids are go-
ing to turn pro?” Cappiello 
said. “You’d rather they be 
good people when they get 
older and know some things 
along the way. That’s what 
we’re trying to instill into 
their minds. Not just the 
baseball end of it, but the 
life end of it.”

Cappiello and Zafra are 
confi dent that the growth of 
the Brooklyn Bandits can be 
a unifying force for the Ber-
gen Beach community.

“As these kids get older, 
they’re going to remember 
each other from playing on 
these teams so they’re go-
ing to be one community 
together, knowing each 
other,” Zafra said. “There’s 
no animosity towards each 
other. It’s all represent-
ing the neighborhood and 
Brooklyn as a whole.”

Bergen Beach duo 
revive youth league

BY MATTHEW JOHN
This is just the beginning.

The Midwood baseball 
team celebrated Senior Day in 
style on May 12, as the Hornets 
cruised to a 10–3 victory over 
divisional rival Grand Street 
Campus. The squad, however, 
was far from satisfi ed. 

“We’re playing at a very 
high level right now,” Mid-
wood coach Saverio Nardone 
said. “It’s just all about gain-
ing momentum and going into 
the playoffs. Obviously, the ul-
timate goal is to win the city 
championship.”

The Wolves took a one-run 
lead in the top of the third, but 
Midwood answered quickly, 
scoring three runs in the bot-
tom of the frame. The Hornets’ 
bats came alive in the fourth 
inning, and the squad added 
seven runs to jump out to a 
nine-run lead. Grand Street 
Campus notched two more 
runs in the top of the sixth, 
but by that time it was too lit-
tle, too late. When all was said 
and done, the Hornets offense 
showed exactly what it was ca-
pable of, and the defending city 
champs aren’t willing to rest 
on their regular-season lau-
rels.

“We’re just going to take it 
one day at a time,” Nardone 
said. “I have all the confi dence 
in the world in these guys and 

they have all the confi dence in 
the world to get it done.”

The blowout win was the re-
sult of all-around team effort, 
but seniors Nicholas Cardieri, 
Matthew Putterman, and Mat-
thew Eng wielded the hottest 
bats. Each one of them racked 
up two hits and two runs, and 
the trio accounted for half of 
the teams’ runs batted in.

“It was very big. We knew 

we had it in us the whole 
year,” Cardieri said. “We went 
through a little rough patch 
halfway through the season 
but we fi nished strong. We 
basically had to start from 
scratch and we all knew we 
had [each others’] backs. We all 
did this through hard work, so 
it means so much to us.”

The team’s offensive perfor-

THE STINGER: Alan Sorokin and his fellow Hornets cruised to a 10–3 vic-
tory over rival Grand Street Campus on May 12. Photo by Sean Murphy

BY LAURA AMATO
She’s found a home on the 
other side of the plate.

High School of Telecommu-
nication Arts & Technology 
softball standout Thalia Santi-
ago fi rst started playing when 
she was just 8-years-old, but 
the senior pitching star wasn’t 
always an ace on the mound. 
She had started her career as a 
catcher, but it didn’t take long 
for her to realize she needed to 
switch things up.

It’s a decision she’s never re-
gretted.

“Me and my dad worked 
day and night trying to get 
me to pitch,” Santiago said. “I 
just kept developing myself. 
I’d watch YouTube videos, I’d 
go out to the park and throw 
against the wall. Even in the 
winter, I’d work really hard.”

Santiago hit her stride at 
the high-school level — playing 
varsity at Telecom as a fresh-
man — and she’s been nothing 
short of dominant since fi rst 
suiting up for the Yellowjack-
ets.

This year, however, things 
have been different. Santiago 
has performed at a completely 
different level, and sometimes 
has had to pinch herself to 
make sure the numbers she’s 
putting up are real.

“I like to be humble, but I’m 
very proud of myself,” Santi-
ago said. “I worked hard and 
that’s what it’s about — work-
ing hard to get myself to this 
point. So I’m proud of every-
thing I’ve been doing and that I 
can pitch the way I pitch.”

Santiago has given up just 
21 hits in 53 innings pitched 

this spring, while striking out 
an eye-popping 132 batters. She 
boasts an earned run average 
of just 2.91. But it might be her 
stats in the batters box that are 
the most impressive.

In the Yellowjackets’ fi rst 15 
games, Santiago has knocked 

Telecom star’s position 
switch shaped career

TOP AT TELECOM: Yellowjackets 
senior star Thalia Santiago has 
relished her leadership role on the 
squad this season.  
 Community News Group / Laura Amato

Midwood cruises to win 
over rival Grand Street

Continued on page 45

Continued on page 45

BACK IN BUSINESS: Players in the revamped Bergen Beach Brook-
lyn Bandits league and coaches proudly display their trophies.
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BY LAURA AMATO
He’s has no regrets.

Poly Prep grad Daniel Bakst 
was selected by the Baltimore 
Orioles in the 27th round in 
the 2016 Major League Base-
ball draft, but the former Blue 
Devils standout opted to take 
the college route instead, and 
honored his commitment to 
Stanford University.

It’s a decision that’s paid off 
in baseball-spades, and now, 
Bakst is primed to lead the 
Cardinal on a deep postseason 
run this spring.

“I was committed to Stan-
ford and when I made that de-
cision, it was pretty easy for 
me,” Bakst said. “I don’t really 
look back at all on the what-ifs. 
You can’t really live life that 
way, so I think it’s turned out 
great so far.”

The infi elder hasn’t missed 
a step — or a swing — since 
transitioning to the college 

game. He was nothing short 
of dominant during his senior 
season at Poly, and boasted 
one of the most complete base-
ball résumés in the country 
when he graduated.

But it wasn’t just Bakst’s 
time with the Blue Devils that 
helped prepare him for the 
college game. During the off-
season he competed across the 
country against some of the 
top young players in the game, 
and came to Stanford with 
confi dence to spare.

“Some of those guys are 
in A-ball now and I was up 
against some of the best ama-
teur pitchers in the world,” 
Bakst said of his pre-Stanford 
competition. “So I wasn’t re-
ally worried from a hitting 
perspective or even really a 
playing perspective. I didn’t 
think that it would be that 
much different.”

Bakst isn’t just talk; he ap-

peared in 41 of Stanford’s fi rst 
44 games this year, boasting a 
.298 batting average — fourth 
best on the team — including 
nine doubles and two home 
runs.

“It’s been going well,” he 
said. “I think the most impor-
tant thing is to just go out ev-
ery day and help these guys 
win. We’re trying to win each 
game, but it’s fun.”

Bakst has always had a 
deep connection with Stan-
ford — his parents met while 
students at the University’s 
business school, and his older 
brother is a junior there. He 
insists, however, that those 
factors didn’t infl uence his 
decision to commit — or stay 
committed — to the Cardinal 
squad. Bakst is busy making 
a name for himself on the dia-
mond, and is always working 
to make his game better.

“This has been great to try 

and see what I can do every 
single day,” he said. “I’m look-
ing forward to see what else I 
need to improve and how I can 
do that going forward.”

Stanford wraps up regular-
season play later this month, 
and while Bakst is anxious to 
help spark the Cardinal down 
the stretch, he’s doing his best 
to stay in the moment.

“It’s just, every game, tak-
ing it day by day and hoping 
that we can make a run at [the 
Men’s College World Series in] 
Omaha,” Bakst said. “We have 
to worry about winning each 
day and just getting better. 
It’s great to think about what 
we want to do, but in order to 
get there, we have to focus on 
what we do right now.”

Former Prep star not 
questioning decision

EVEN KEELED: Poly Prep grad Daniel Bakst hasn’t missed a step transi-
tioning from high school to college, and the former Blue Devils standout 
is hitting his stride at Stanford.  Stanford Athletics

direct with our passes and not 
letting them out of their half,” 
Richter said. “After they got 
the red card, they couldn’t 
breathe after that. That’s the 
style we want to play and the 
style we’re obviously capable 
of.”

Guerra netted the equal-
izer in fi rst-half stoppage 
time, connecting on a header 
that sailed past the hands of 
Puerto Rico keeper Trevor 
Spangenberg. Richter added 
his own goal — also his fi rst 
of the season — in the 50th 

minute, giving the Cosmos a 
lead it would never surren-
der.

“That was awesome,” Rich-
ter said of Guerra’s score. “It 
was my fi rst goal for the club 
and to be part of a huge win 
for us, it was pretty special.”

The two clubs each added 
another goal before the fi nal 
whistle, but the Cosmos held 
on, thanks in large part to 
Jimmy Mauer’s performance 
in net. The veteran keeper 
made a key save in the 81st 
minute to preserve the vic-
tory.

“Listen, he’s one of the 
best goalies in the U.S.,” Rich-
ter said of Mauer. “There’s 

not many people who would 
doubt that who’ve seen him 
play. I’ve played with a lot of 
good goalies, but he’s up there. 
He’s one of the best.”

The Cosmos squad was 
pleased with the win, but isn’t 
interested in digging out of 
any more early-game holes. 
Finally with a home-turf win, 
the defending champs are 
looking to build on that.

“The reality is we don’t 
practice on this fi eld,” Sava-
rese said. “But little-by-little, 
the more games we start play-
ing, the more we’re going to 
get used to it and I think today 
we showed we’re growing ev-
ery game more and more.” 

program, in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy.

“We were out on Neptune 
Avenue in Coney Island and I 
remember standing there with 
[former Nets star] Albert King 
and that street was under water,” 
he said. “It was like six blocks in 
from the ocean, all under water, 
and we were putting trees back 
into the community. To me, that 
meant something and that’s why 
we’re continuing to do this.”

It’s not the most conventional 

give-back, but, as far as the Nets 
are concerned, the Trees for 
Threes program is a way to af-
fect the community in a last-
ing way and, maybe, add some 
literal and metaphorical roots 
to the area. And, for the team’s 
young players, it’s even more 
incentive to start hitting a few 
more three-pointers. 

“I don’t really know much 
about trees, but I just know 
the more threes we make, the 
more trees they grow,” McDan-
iels said. “And that’s an honor. 
There’s more reason behind our 
game now and it’s even more 
points for us, so that’s good.”

mance almost overshadowed a 
strong outing from senior start-
ing pitcher Alan Sorokin. In 
fi ve innings, Sorokin struck out 
fi ve, allowed fi ve hits, and sur-
rendered just one earned run.

But the game wasn’t a pic-
ture-perfect victory for Mid-
wood, as things got testy be-
tween the two teams down the 
stretch. 

In the bottom of the sixth 
inning, Grand Street senior 
pitcher Brandon Serrary hit 
Cardieri with a pitch, to which 
Cardieri took exception. That 
prompted some squawking from 
both dugouts, but the umpires 
stepped in and split them up 

before anything physical could 
erupt.

Cardieri and Serraty were 
shortly removed by their man-
agers before the next at-bat to 
make sure neither team would 
start a scuffl e.

“Things got a little out of 
hand during the game but we 
maintained it and we kept fi ght-
ing,” said Putterman. “Coach 
tells us every day that’s it’s a 
new day and a new hero so ev-
eryone comes out trying to win 
us the ball game.”

Despite the late-game dra-
matics, Midwood was proud to 
be able to wrap up a division ti-
tle with the victory. Now, the fo-
cus shifts to the postseason, and 
this time, the Hornets are deter-
mined not to be overlooked once 
the playoffs get underway.

out 30 hits, including fi ve 
home runs, and struck out 
just twice in 46 at-bats. She 
has hit .652 over the same 
stretch — the best mark in 
the league — and credits her 
success as a pitcher for her 
dominance as a hitter.

“I see the ball come right 
out of the other pitcher’s 
hands,” Santiago said. “I 
know what they’re throw-
ing and I’m just like ‘Okay, 
let me try to read the ball out 
of them.’ I usually go for the 
high ones and I know those 
are my pitches.”

Santiago has spent so 
much time in a Telecom soft-
ball uniform, it’s diffi cult 
for her to consider a future 
that doesn’t include the Yel-
lowjackets. But that hardly 
means she doesn’t have a plan. 
She committed to St. Rose, a 
Division II school, earlier this 
year and has her sights set on 
pursuing a career in law en-
forcement once things wrap 
up on the ball fi eld. 

“They got me up to a clinic 
and I fell in love with the 
school,” Santiago said. “[The 
St. Rose softball coach] told 
me I was the top recruit. I re-
ally didn’t think I was going 
to get seen, but it was a per-
fect fi t.”

She’s anxious to take the 
next step in her life, but San-
tiago isn’t getting too far 
ahead of herself. She’s estab-
lished herself as one of the 
top pitchers in the city and be-
fore she hands in her uniform 
for good, she wants to make a 
deep playoff run this spring. 

Santiago has taken on an 
even bigger leadership role 
this year and is determined 
to leave a legacy at Telecom 
for future standouts.

“I feel a lot of these girls 
do look up to me and I like the 
fact that they tell me that,” 
Santiago said. “I take that as a 
compliment. If these girls are 
looking up to me, it means I’m 
doing something right.”

Continued from page 43 
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Continued from page 44 
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Continued from page 44 
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Continued from page 43 
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Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$15402, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$9,999!*

IN BROOKLYN

2014 FORD FOCUS SEL  
Auto, Lthr, M/Roof, Gray,
13K Mi, Stk#2173F  ....................... Buy For         

$9,999*

2015 KIA OPTIMA LX  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B Grey,
38K Mi, Stk#2022F  ...................Buy For         

$11,995*

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
16K Mi, Stk#2213F ....................Buy For         

$11,999*

2014 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
45K mi, Stk#2061F  ...................... Buy For       

$12,999*

2014 HONDA ACCORD  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B,
30K Mi Stk#2230F  ....................... Buy For       

$13,995*

2013 CMAX SEL     
Auto, A/C, Red,
16K Mi, Stk#2199F   ..................... Buy For       

$14,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  ........Buy For       

$15,995*

2014 FORD TAURUS LTD   
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
33K Mi, Stk#9068F  .......................Buy For       

$16,495*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F  .........Buy For       

$16,999*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT     
Auto, White,
Only 40 Miles! Stk#4700 ...................Buy For       

$19,999*

2014 FORD EXPLORER   
Auto, Black,
53K Mi, Stk#2129F  .......................Buy For       

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White,
30K Mi, Stk#2077F  .......................Buy For       

$21,995*

2016 FORD EDGE 4X4 SEL    
Auto, A/C, Black,
7K Mi, Stk#2152F ............................ Buy For       

$23,999*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black,
19K Mi, Stk#2183F  ........................Buy For      

$24,995*

2016 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4    
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
36K mi, Stk#21182F........................ Buy For       

$34,995*

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,610, VIN#3FHR352727. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 5/31/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC74018. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,340 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 5/31/17.


