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BY LAURA MELTZER
She’s trading up!

A Brooklyn theater com-
pany has updated a 19th-
century story of class war-
fare for the modern era, 
replacing the aristocrats 
and servants of August 
Strindberg’s play “Miss 
Julie” with Wall Street in-

vestment bankers and un-
documented immigrants. 
The director of “Ms. Julie: 
Asian Equities,” playing 
through June 3 in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, says that the 
play’s themes remain rele-
vant 129 years later.

“ ‘Miss Julie’ has had 
productions just about ev-

ery year since 1888, the year 
it was written. That speaks 
about the strong appeal of 
the original play and it’s 
themes of status, privilege, 
and a continuously evolv-
ing social order,” said Re-
becca Martinez.

The updated story pre-

BY COLIN MIXSON
And they’re off!

The race to purchase the be-
leaguered Kensington Stables 
will head to the auction block un-
less a deal with beloved barn’s 
bankrupt owner is hammered 
out quickly enough to satisfy a 
judge who says creditors must be 
paid fast, according to the horse 
house’s manager.

“The judge is getting angry 
and something has to get done 
ASAP,” said Walker Blanken-
ship, who manages Kensington 
Stables on behalf of its owner, his 
mother. “We’re trying to avoid 
that, but we’re under the gun.”

The city and others wishing to 
purchasing the  dilapidated barn  
have until June 22 to get in the 
saddle or be forced to make a run 
for the roses with the highest bid-
der in bankruptcy court Down-
town, according to real estate 
agent Marc Yaverbaum, who is 
managing the stables’ sale.

The Parks Department  is will-
ing to pony up an undisclosed 
amount that included $1.5 mil-
lion appropriated by Councilman 
Brad Lander (D–Park Slope) and 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re really barking 
for it! 

Marine Parkers are ask-
ing the city to transform an 
empty and fenced-off grassy 
area in the borough’s largest 
greensward into a dog run 
for neighborhood canines. 
Dog-lovers can let their 
four-legged friends run free 

in the park sans a leash be-
fore 9 am and after 9 pm, but 
they’re still wagging their 
tails for a genuine dog run 
— and the already-enclosed 
area seems like the perfect 
spot, said one owner. 

“We need one,” said Ma-
rine Parker Tony Billeci, 
who brings his 13-year-old 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 6Continued on page 14

Dance Africa 
fest returns

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
It’s 40 years old and still dancing 
strong.

The country’s largest festival 
of African dance will return to 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
this month to celebrate its 40th 
anniversary. This year’s Dance 
Africa Festival, starting on May 
26, has the theme “The Healing 
Light of Rhythm: Tradition and 
Beyond,” will honor both the past 
and the present, looking at the 
origins of traditional dances and 
also showcasing what is happen-
ing in the dance world now, said 
the festival’s artistic director.

“We are celebrating the power 
of the traditional African dance 
as well as the contemporary voice 
of the diaspora,” said Abdel R. Sa-
laam. “People will not only be en-
tertained but be empowered by 
the experiences, and that is our 
the focus of program.”

This year’s show will feature a 
new twist — a collaborative per-

Continued on page 6
RETURNING CHAMPIONS: The BAM-Restoration Dance Youth Ensemble has performed at the DanceAfrica Festival 
every year since its founding 20 years ago. Richard Termine

TWO DIFFERENT WORLDS:
Undocumented immigrant 
Juan and investment banker 
Julie are characters for the 
modern era.

HEAL AND TOEThe race 
to save 

stables on

A den of in-equityThrow ‘em a bone! 

A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 20 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

Do
ug

 B
ar

ro
n



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AY

 2
1, 

20
17

2 Our best memories begin
with a single day at the beach...

718-634-1500
nysilvergull.com

718-634-2500
nybreezypoint.com
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WE DO
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(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques
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Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY LAUREN GILL
What a tree-lemma! 

A long-shuttered Fort 
Greene park near the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic must not clean up all 
of its toxic soil if residents 
want to save its lavish col-
lection of trees, an architect 
heading the green space’s 
makeover told members 
of Community Board 2’s 
Parks Committee meeting 
on Monday night.

“There are a lot of exist-
ing trees in the park, their 
roots fi ll 80 percent of the 
park so we’ve been trying 
to keep the really fi ne speci-
mens of trees,” said Andrew 
Moore, who drew up designs 
to revamp “BAM Park.” 
“You can’t excavate soil or 
fi ll on top of it without kill-
ing trees.” 

The triangular park 
bounded by Lafayette Ave-
nue and Fulton and St. Fe-
lix streets has been closed 
for 12 years due to unstable 
ground fi lled with contam-
inated soil. The dirt con-
tains metals, plastic, and 
lumber containing high 
levels of arsenic, mercury, 
lead, and pesticides,  ac-
cording to a 2012 study by 
Langan Enviornmental 
and Engineering Services . 
That fi ll came from tene-
ment buildings that once 
stood there.

Residents concerned by 
the unnatural fi ndings en-
listed the expertise of the 
Center for Health, Envi-
ronment and Justice to dig 
deeper and it discovered 
the contaminants are prob-
ably carcinogens that may 
also damage skin, develop-
ing brains, and pulmonary, 
renal, gastrointestinal, and 
central nervous systems, 
according to local Sandy 
Reiburn, who pushed for 
the investigation.

Experts recommend ex-
cavating the entire lot and 
removing the pernicious 
dirt entirely, but doing so 
would kill the trees that 
have root systems deep 
throughout the triangle, 

according to Moore. In-
stead, he has come up with 
a plan with the city’s Offi ce 
of Environmental Reme-
diation — which has sup-
ported it — to clean up part 
of the park and pave over 
those portions to cap it. Re-
maining areas containing 
the toxic soil will be fenced 
off and fi lled with vegeta-
tion planted in mulch. 

People should not touch 
the soil or breathe it in, 
said Moore, who assured 
locals its effect on humans 
and the environment will 
be closely monitored. 

“The areas that are con-
taminated, people shouldn’t 
be in contact with the soil,” 
he said. “During the con-
struction process there’s 
procedures to make sure it 
doesn’t become airborne.”

And locals don’t have to 
worry about storm water 
carrying the soil through 
the streets because rainwa-
ter stays on the site, Moore 
claimed. 

Plans for the long-
awaited $2.5 million new 
park that is being funded 
with money from city and 
state coffers include remov-
ing four trees that are cre-
ating too much shade and 
saving three beech trees 
that have made the most of 
their time in the noxious 
soil, said Moore. 

“They’ve really thrived 
in this sort of odd, diffi cult 
condition,” he said. 

An elevated walkway 
will be installed around the 
timbers so people can walk 
through the park without 
harming the root system. 
And a wood-like deck will 
be put in at the tip of the 
park that people can sit on. 
New honey locusts will be 
planted behind the deck to 
provide shade, said Moore. 

Residents were pumped 
that the park could fi nally 
be unlocked soon, but asked 
for assurances the Down-
town Brooklyn Partner-
ship — which is overseeing 
the project — be open with 
them about further soil and 
air testing and not rush it 
to create a nicer front yard 
for people living in the new 
high-rises that border the 
area. 

“People are concerned 
because they live there. I’m 
still very concerned about 
transparency issues hav-
ing to do with how this is 
being remediated,” said 
Reiburn.

Offi cials from the busi-
ness booster group told lo-
cals they would keep them 
posted on any fi ndings and 
will set up a special phone 
line and e-mail address for 
people to reach out to dur-
ing construction. 

Keep the toxins, 
save the trees 

BAM Park plan leaves some poisons behind

TOXIC MESS: Park architects are planning to excavate toxic soil 
from some portions of the green space and pave over the area.  
 Quennell Rothschild and Partners



M
AY 21, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

BY MATT JOHN
It’s turtles napping instead of turtle-nappings!

The turtles of Prospect Park that were 
 tagged and bagged (well, defi nitely bagged) 
by poachers earlier this month  and later 
saved by good Brooklynites were happily 
sunning themselves this week with what 
seemed to be not a care in the world.

Life had become hard as their shells 
two weeks back when witnesses spotted 
fi ve women luring turtles into bags at Pros-
pect Park. Four of the turtle thieves fl ed the 
scene, leaving the bags of turtles behind. The 
one thief remaining was caught, and since it 
is illegal to kill or harm animals in the park, 
she was slapped with a $1,000 fi ne for kidnap-
ping 27 turtles.

It was never clear what the poachers in-
tended to do with the reptiles, but it was 
speculated that they may have been trying to 
sell them on the black market given that the 
species of turtle in the park that were kid-
napped are popular pets and there are sev-
eral dishes that can be made with turtles. 

Now, all those fears have been put to rest as 
the turtles and other park fauna know that the 
good people of Brooklyn have their back!

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re baaaaa-ck!*

Brooklyn’s Backyard celebrated the grand 
return of its four cloven-footed weed munchers 
on May 10, when a herd of goats who the Pros-
pect Park Alliance hired to snack the summer 
away on grass, weeds, and even poison ivy re-
turned to Prospect Park.

The furry weed whackers are highly effec-
tive, non-toxic, and always come to work on 
time, according to Prospect Park Alliance For-
estry Technician Alexandra Kerr.

“The goats, they’re pretty productive,” Kerr 
said. “That’s why we brought them back this 
year.”

 Last year , the alliance hired a whopping 
eight goats to munch on unwanted plant stuff, 
and the four-legged lawn mowers proved so ef-
fective, park managers  sent them back to the 
farm  for fear they’d start gnawing on more at-
tractive leafy greens the park would rather 
keep undigested, according to Kerr.

This year, they decided on hiring roughly 
half the number of seasonal laborers, includ-
ing a New Zealand kiko goat named Max — who 
stands out thanks to his black coat and curly 

Park’s got your goats

Freed turtles rock on

ROCK AND A HARD PLACE: (Above and 
below) The turtles of Prospect Park do 
what they do best: sun themselves on 
the nicest rocks. They’re in much better 
shape then they were last week, (left) 
when someone bagged them up. 
 CNG / Matt John

WACKY WEEDERS!: (Above) Goats 
are back in Prospect Park for the  
summer, where they will munch 
on invasive plants (Right) Max the 
goat sneaks a smooch from Alex-
andra Kerr.  
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

ANIMALS GET WILD IN PROSPECT PARK

MESSIN’ WITH THE KID: Max the kiko goat takes a picture with report-
er Colin Mixson as Prospect Park Alliance spokeswoman Lucy Gardner 
laughs at him in the background. Photo by Christian Zimmerman

Critters return to weed Brooklyn’s backyard

horns — and three Swiss Tau-
ernsheck goats named Uni-
corn, Swirl, and Cinnamon. 

Max is the only goat re-
turning from last year’s 
job, and he’s also the most 
active in trying to escape 
the goat’s hilly enclosure 
in the Vale of Kashmere, 
said Kerr, who hinted that 
he may be coming up with a 
plan to break out.

“He’s the one brushing up 
while we open the gate, and I 
think he’s studying how we 
put the fences together,” she 
said. 

Max is also very affec-
tionate, according to Kerr, al-
though she said her favorite 
is the other man of the herd, 
Unicorn.

“Max is defi nitely the one 
who comes up to me more, 
but I really like Unicorn,” she 
said. “He’s very sweet and doc-
ile.”

The goats will munch 
away on weeds in the Vale of 
Kashmere for a few weeks, 
before park managers send 
them over to Lookout Hill, 
where they’ll continue their 
important mission of fi lling 
their 16 bellies — each goat 
has four — with undesirable 
plants.

Meanwhile, park workers 
will be shoring up the hill at 
Vale of Kashmere against ero-

sion, as they plant more-wel-
come species of shrubs and 
ground cover as part of a fed-
erally funded restoration proj-
ect.

It’s unclear exactly how 
long the goats will be in the 
park, and while Kerr suspects 
they’ll be there until Septem-
ber, their stay is dependent in 
part on how hungry they are 
and how quickly they chew 
through Prospect Park’s less 
welcome plants.

Of course, not all goat graz-
ing stories end well. In 2014, an-
imals used to clear unwanted 
green in Dumbo where l oaded 
into a butcher’s van and sent 
to their doom . 

The Prospect Park Alliance 
is inviting park patrons to get 
up close and personal with 
their four-legged employees 
at Prospect’s Lefferts Historic 
House [452 Flatbush Ave. near 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park] May 21, 1–4 pm. Free.

*Yes, we understand they 
are goat and not sheep. But 
we fi gured we could get away 
with it.

Un-poached, creatures freely sun themselves at park ponds
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“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Talk about dropping a line. 

City workers paint-
ing crosswalk stripes 
stopped short in front 
of illegally parked cars, 
leaving the markings 
unfinished across Bay 
Ridge, and now parking-
starved drivers are seiz-
ing the empty patches as 
if they were legitimate 
spots. 

The parking free-for-
all will likely land drivers 
in hot water with the law, 
and could have easily been 
avoided if the city had just 
come back and finished 
the job weeks ago, groused 
one local. 

“Why does painting a 
few lines on the ground 
take weeks? Everything is 
this whole song and dance 
now,” said Bay Ridgite An-
thony Vallaro, whose sta-

tion wagon eats up nearly 
two parking spots. “It’s one 
of those dumb city things 
because now people just 
desperate to park their 
cars are going to park in 
those spaces and probably 
get a ticket. Lord knows 

they’ll take any excuse to 
give one.”

The Department of 
Transportation annually re-
furbishes faded crosswalks 
and other street markings 
each spring. Wear and tear, 
erosion from salt during 
snowfall, and street repav-
ing create a frequent need 
to repaint the lines and 
symbols, according to Com-
munity Board 10’s district 
manager Josephine Beck-
mann.

But scoffl aw drivers 
who park in crosswalks 
force city workers to work 
around their cars, leaving 
gaps in the white stripes. 
And instead of waiting 
around for the vehicles to 
move, painters have left the 
job half fi nished at a hand-
ful of intersections, pre-
dominantly along Fourth 
Avenue. 

It’s not the fi rst time the 
nabe has dealt with the un-
fi nished business and left 
locals wondering if bump-
ing their boots out onto the 
empty asphalt will land 
them in traffi c court. 

“I do know there have 
been issues in the past,” 
said Beckmann. “The 
question I have is, legally, 
where is it summonsable? 
Where is it illegal — is that 
distinguished by an end 
of a corner or the painted 
line?”

But there is no refuge 
from eagle-eyed traffi c 
agents, because it is illegal 
to park at the intersections, 
whether they have painted 
lines or not, according to 
the Department of Trans-
portation’s website. And 
some locals feel the need 
to warn their four-wheel-
roving neighbors to resist 

the temptation to snag an 
easy spot. 

“Nothing good can 
come from parking at an 
intersection,” said Bay 
Ridgite Gary Rehbein, 
who once thought about 
seizing the empty space 
with his car but curbed 

his enthusiasm. “Is it re-
ally worth the aggrava-
tion of a ticket?” 

Repairs for the bare 
squares are scheduled in 
the next few weeks, ac-
cording to a Department 
of Transportation spokes-
woman.

Crossed signals

BUMPED-OUT BOOT: Drivers 
are taking advantage of empty 
spaces left in crosswalks on 
Fourth Avenue to squeeze their 
cars into a parking spot. 
 CNG / Caroline Spivack

BLANK SPACE: City workers left crosswalks unfi nished in Bay 
Ridge because of illegally parked cars — and have yet to return to 
fi nish the job.  Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

Botched crosswalks in Ridge makes illegal parking look legal
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LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15,000

Serving the Community with Dignity
We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing the community 
with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing the same 
excellent service.

Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
All aboard Priscilla!

The famous Australian 
fi lm about drag queens trek-
king across the Outback 
will get a Brooklyn-style 
makeover this summer. 
The live musical “Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert,” open-
ing at the Old Stone House 
in Park Slope on July 6, 
changes the setting from 
1990s Australia to modern-
day America, but the diffi -
cult journey the characters 
take, confronting homopho-
bic locals in small desert 
towns, remains the same 
as they traverse the bleed-
ing-red Midwest, said the 
show’s director.

“We are going to take it 
from Brooklyn across the 
country all the way to Ari-
zona, and then we are going 
to have our Brooklyn drag 
queens have to face Trump 
voters in middle America 
and fi nd acceptance and 
win people over,” said Park 
Sloper John McEneny, 
who is also a co-founder 
of Piper Theatre Produc-
tions, which is putting on 
the show. 

McEneny and his fel-
low directors got the idea 
for the show late on Elec-
tion Night 2016, when it 
became clear that Trump 
would become president. 

In the midst of that gloom, 
they couldn’t think of any-
thing better than “Pris-
cilla Queen of the Desert,” 
with its boundary-pushing, 
positive portrayal of gay 
and transgender people, to 
give people something to 
smile about, he said.

“We decided to do this 

play after the election. I 
think people need to have 
something really fun and 
exciting and positive, for 
people really being them-
selves and true to them-
selves facing opposition,” 
said McEneny. “I feel 
like people need some-
thing fun, I think it’s re-

ally important right now 
that people are coming 
together and going to the-
ater and laughing.”

The outdoor show, 
which will feature a live 
six-person band, will be a 
little grittier than the orig-
inal, said McEneny. The 
costumes will look like 
they were made by the drag 
queens themselves, out of 
random materials like plas-
tic lobsters, he said. And 
the beautiful bus named 
Priscilla, which gets the 
queens to their destination, 
will refl ect its scrappy ori-
gins in the Midwest. 

“Our whole set is an ac-
tual bus purchased from 
a religious commune in 
Ohio. It’s quite the bus — 
all the seats have been 
gutted, it’s a little worse 
for wear, but I think it’s 
going to look like three 
drag queens have driven 
this across country,” said 
McEneny. “We’re painting 
it a billion beautiful colors, 
and it’s going to be parked 
in residence. It’s going to 
be absolutely beautiful.”

“Priscilla, Queen of the 
Desert” at the Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, www.
pipertheatre.org]. Thu–Sat, 
July 6–22 at 8 pm. Free. 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

formance between three 
dance companies, all of 
whom have performed at 
the Festival in previous 
years. The three groups 
— Bedford-Stuvesant’s 
Asase Yaa, Forces of Na-
ture, and Illstyle and 
Peace Productions — will 
combine forces to present 
“The Healing Sevens,” 
a multi-genre piece that 
combines of hip-hop, Af-
rican, contemporary, and 
modern dances. This com-
bination dance, which 
will take up the fi rst half 
of the evening, will also 
feature a rhythm that 
strays from the usual mu-
sical measurements, said 
the director of Asase Yaa.

“It involves a lot of 
different things — we 
took traditional African 
rhythms and put a twist 
on them, and we’re do-
ing all in of our rhythms 
in sevens,” said Kofi  Osei 
Williams.

The “healing” portion 
of this year’s theme will 
be highlighted in a per-
formance from Guinean 
dance group Wula Dance 
and Drum Ensemble, 
with a piece in response 
to lives lost or destroyed 
by violence.

“The second half of 
the show focuses on heal-
ing in the community and 
makes some choreo-com-
mentary on gun violence 
within not just inner cities 

but at large,” said Salaam. 
“I wanted to do something 
to focus on the healing of 
our young men because I 
think our young men need 
a lot of support and focus, 
so this year we going to at-
tempt to send this message 
that we need to work to-
gether to make this world 
better for all of us.”

The festival, the lon-
gest-running one at the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
music, has evolved of the 
years, adding theater and 
storytelling elements to 
dance performances, said 
Salaam.

“I added an element 
of theater and shifted it 
somewhat,” he said. “Be-
ing a choreographer and 
artistic director who is 
impassioned by story and 
dance, theater adds more 
of that and provides a 
more creative festival.”

The festival’s founding 
director Chuck Davis, bet-
ter known as Baba Chuck, 
passed away recently, 
on May 14. His dedica-
tion to the festival is and 
work connecting it to the 
Brooklyn community al-
lowed it to last for so long, 
said Williams — and his 
work will continue.

DanceAfrica Festival 
at BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org]. May 
26 at 7:30 pm, May 27 at 
2 pm and 7 pm, and May 
28–29 at 3 pm. $25.

IN THE AIR: Senegalese dance group Les Ballets de la Renais-
sance Africaine WAATO SiiTA performed at last year’s DanceAf-
rica festival at BAM. Richard Termine

Continued from page 1 

DANCE

ROAD TRIP: In the musical production of “Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert” coming to Park Slope on July 8, the cast will travel from 
Brooklyn to Arizona, making friends and fi ghting homophobic lo-
cals along the way. Jeremy Amar

The fab ladies of ‘Priscilla’ get a Brooklyn makeover

QUEENS MEET KINGS

sented by the Brave New 
World Repertory Theatre 
follows Directory of Eq-
uity Sales Julie Harper, 
as she skips her invest-
ment bank’s holiday party 
to spend time with Juan, a 

member of the company’s 
maintenance staff, and 
complications ensue. 

“After some innocent 
fl irting turns to some-
thing more serious, both 
Julie and Juan fi nd them-
selves faced with a crisis of 
choice and consequence,” 
explained Martinez. 

The show will take place 

in a space designed to look 
just like the Wall Street 
trading fl oor, at the Brook-
lyn Academy of Global Fi-
nance in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant. 

The Brave New World 
company is dedicated to 
providing accessible arts 
to masses, so almost all of 
its production are free or 

low-cost.
“Ms. Julie, Asian Equi-

ties” at the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Global Finance [125 
Stuyvesant Ave. between 
Lafayette and Greene av-
enues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (917) 660–4660, www.
theworkingtheater.org]. 
May 18–21, 25–27, and June 
1–3 at 7:30 pm. Free.

JULIE
Continued from page 1
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Bay Ridgites assembled in 
front of Rep. Dan Donovan’s 
Dyker Heights offi ce on May 
11 to demand the lawmaker 
support a special counsel 
and the creation of an inde-
pendent commission of ex-
perts to investigate Presi-
dent Trump’s ties to Russia 
in the wake of the abrupt 
fi ring of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation direc-
tor James Comey, who was 
leading the inquiry. But the 
congressman does not sup-
port the appointment of spe-
cial counsel or the creation 
of any other groups to tag-
team the investigation, be-
cause he has confi dence in 
the existing probes, and is 
more interested with who 
will replace Comey at the 
bureau, said a rep for the 
legislator. 

“The point of a special 
prosecutor is to make sure 
that an independent, unbi-
ased investigation is taking 
place, and that’s already 
happening with the FBI in-
vestigation,” said Alexia 
Sikora. “Donovan’s biggest 
issue is who is running it, 
and that’s why he’s pushed 
for someone with a record 
of independence to replace 
Comey.”

 On May 9, Trump sud-
denly fired Comey — who 
was leading an expand-
ing criminal probe into 
whether Trump’s advis-
ers colluded with the 
Russian government to 
undermine the 2016 presi-
dential election  — imme-
diately intensifying calls 
for a special investigator 
who would be indepen-
dent of the Trump Justice 
Department.

But Donovan feels the 
bureau and the House and 
Senate Intelligence Com-
mittees’ investigations are 
up to the challenge, and 
would not join the call for 
an investigator who would 
give the president less 
power over the probe. Crit-
ics panned the Ridge-to-
Rock rep for defending the 
status quo. 

“I think he’s being a cow-

ard,” said Mallory McMa-
hon, a lead organizer with 
Fight Back Bay Ridge. “Is 
he going to be remembered 
as someone who stood up 
early and said, ‘This is not 
normal,’ or as someone who 
got in line with Trump? 
He’s playing it very safe, 
and his voters will remem-
ber as this scandal poten-
tially becomes something 
huge. I’m hoping he’ll grow 
a backbone like he did with 
healthcare.” 

Donovan (R–Bay 
Ridge) was one of a hand-
ful of Republican House 
members who bucked 
their party and opposed 
the draconian “repeal-
and-replace” healthcare 
bill that passed the House 
last month.

But the congressman 
quickly changed his tune 
late Wednesday after  the 
Justice Department ap-
pointed former Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
director Robert Mueller 
Wednesday evening as a 
special counsel to oversee 
the allegations .  

“I have complete confi-
dence in the FBI and Jus-
tice Department, along 
with the House and Sen-
ate committees, to find 
out the facts,” said Don-
ovan. “The public has a 

right to know what, if any-
thing, happened, and if 
the appointment of a spe-
cial counsel gets us there, 
then I support DOJ’s deci-
sion.” 

The appointment came 
as a clamor on both sides 
of the aisle insisting that 
someone outside Trump’s 
Justice Department must 
handle the politically 
charged investigation. 
Muller is still ultimately 
answerable to the dep-
uty attorney general for 
the Department of Jus-
tice, and by extension the 
president, but he will have 
greater autonomy than 
the U.S. attorney and be 
able to choose what extent 
to communicate with the 
agency as his probe moves 
forward. 

Mueller is viewed by 
both parties as one of 
the country’s most cred-
ible law enforcement of-
ficials, and Donovan is 
pleased that he is filling 
the role.

“Robert Mueller has an 
impeccable reputation and 
has served in administra-
tions of both parties,” he 
said. “I trust that he will 
analyze the facts and reach 
an unbiased and objective 
conclusion based on the evi-
dence.”

Save 25% or more when you 
bundle your Life, Home & Auto. 

EARL COY
718-927-0200

They had an Allstate Agency they trusted to help them get it right.
Let’s sit down and talk about your life insurance needs today. I’m 
happy to answer questions, explain the details and help you choose 
the right policy for your family and budget. Life insurance is too 
important not to have an Allstate Agent looking out for you. Call me.

FISHY CANNING: (Left) Former Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director James Comey was fi red by President Trump last week 
shortly after requesting additional resources to expand the bu-
reau’s investigation of the Trump campaign’s alleged collusion 
with Russian spies to undermine the 2016 election. (Right) Rock-to-
Ridge Rep. Dan Donovan refused to support the appointment of a 
special investigator for the probe, but the Justice Department did 
so anyway late Wednesday, appointing Comey’s immediate prede-
cessor at the Bureau, Robert Mueller, to be Special Counsel for the 
Russia investigation.
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OVERRULED!
Rep refused to support calls for special counsel, 
but Justice Department appointed one anyway

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/17.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers



M
AY 21, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

9

With the minimally in-
vasive treatment for aneu-
rysms now offered by the 
Vascular Institute in Bor-
ough Park, patients can 
now plan to go home the 
same day of an operation 
that once kept patients in 
the hospital for days.

Under the direction of 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, the In-
stitute, offers the very lat-
est state-of-the-art treat-
ment for a wide range of 
vascular conditions.

No need to travel to 
Manhattan or Long Island 
when the very best care is 
available right here. Dr. 
Ascher and his team are 
internationally recognized 
for developing ground-
breaking treatments for 
patients with vascular dis-
ease. In some cases the en-
dovascular techniques de-
veloped by this team have 
eliminated the need for 
surgery.

There was a time not 

long ago when patients 
seeking treatment for an 
aneurysm could expect to 
leave the hospital with an 
ugly scar running from the 
collar bone to the groin. It 
doesn’t have to be that way, 
says Dr. Ascher. The sur-
gery that he has pioneered 
is done with the guidance 
of ultrasound on an ambu-
latory basis.

“This procedure is 
minimally invasive. The 
blockage can be removed 
with just a small incision 
in the groin,” he said. “The 
beauty of it is that we have 
simplified this approach. 
Instead of spending four 
or five days in the ICU, 
patients can expect to be 
home for dinner.”

This new procedure re-

duces costs and, more im-
portantly, it reduces the 
risk of complications. In 
the not-distant future he 
expects to be able to per-
form the surgery, which is 
done with the patient un-
der local anesthesia, in his 
Brooklyn facility. To date 
more than 1,000 patients 
have taken advantage of 
the life-saving aneurysm 

surgery offed by the in-
stitute. Aneurysms occur 
when part of a blood vessel 
or cardiac chamber swell 
because the blood vessel 
is damaged or there is a 
weakness in the wall of the 
blood vessel. As the aneu-
rysm grows there is a risk 
of rupture, which can lead 
to severe hemorrhage and 
other complications, in-
cluding sudden death.

Dr. Ascher is currently 
the chief of vascular sur-
gery at NYU Lutheran 
Medical Center. He is the 
founder of the Pan Ameri-
can Congress on Vascular 
and Endovascular Surgery, 
which provides a forum 
for surgeons from South 
America, Central America 
and North America.

The doctor has written 
more than 250 articles pub-
lished in medical journals. 
Put simply, it would be dif-
ficult, if not impossible, 
to find a more respected 
leader in the field of vascu-

lar medicine.
In addition to the treat-

ment of aneurysms, the In-
stitute provides the most 
progressive and advanced 
care available for the treat-
ment of wide range of vas-
cular conditions includ-
ing stroke prevention and 
clearing blocked arter-
ies. The Institute is also 
involved in wound treat-
ment, saving limbs, and re-
moving varicose veins.

Asked why he chose 
Brooklyn to set up his 
practice, Dr. Ascher said 
simply, “I am very happy 
the very best in vascular 
medicine is right here in 
Brooklyn.”

The Vascular Institute 
of New York [960 50th St. 
between Ninth Avenue and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway in 
Borough Park, (718) 438–
3800, and 2993 Ocean Park-
way in Brighton Beach, 
(347) 533–8477, vascularnyc.
com] Call or go the website 
to make an appointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn doctor provides treatment of aneurysms

NY Life Extension Center – 1942 E. 8th Street, Brooklyn (Between S & T)
Open 11am Monday – Saturday  NYLifex.com  718-376-8317

NY’S BEST SELECTION AND PRICING ON VITAMINS AND SUPPLEMENTS
Licensed Nutritionist For Over Thirty Years

We help you take the correct supplements for your own unique needs   FREE Fresh Wheatgrass Shots

Brooklyn’s NY Life Extension Center has
Professional Formulas NOT available at Amazon

PLUS
 TA65 for your Telomeres 
 Nicotinamide Riboside for 
Turbocharged Cell Energy!

Do you take vitamins?
Missing the new anti-aging supplements?

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878

�������	
��	��������	��	��

Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNew o



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AY

 2
1, 

20
17

10

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s the tsar of the sea!

A yacht owned by a Rus-
sian billionaire whose best 
friend and business part-
ner is a confi dant to Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin, has been anchored 
in Gravesend Bay for more 
than a month — and fl oated 
there throughout President 
Trump’s fi rst visit to the 
city since taking offi ce. 

The vessel, Le Grand 
Bleu, was  gifted to its Rus-
sian-born owner Eugene 
Shvidler  — who made his 
fortune in oil during the 
privatization of Russian in-
dustry and is  worth $1.28 
billion  — in 2006 by oli-
garch and pal to Putin, Ro-
man Abramovich, who is 
ranked at 139th in Forbes’ 

2017 billionaire list and is 
nearly  worth a whopping $9 
billion .

It’s unclear if Shvidler, 
who became a U.S. citizen 
in 1994, is on a solo voyage 
or with his Russian tycoon 
buddy, who is a common 
sight in New York where he 
plans to  build a Manhattan 
mega-mansion  and made 
headlines in 2013 when he 
cruised up the Hudson in 
 his own James Bond-esque 
vessel . 

Abramovich was report-
edly the fi rst person to rec-
ommend Putin in the late 
1990s as a successor to then-
president Boris Yeltsin. He 
interviewed candidates for 
the Kremlin’s fi rst cabinet 
and served for more than 
seven years as governor of 

the remote region of Chu-
kotka. His relationship 
with Putin was described 
as “a shadowy force to act 
against his enemies behind 
the scenes,”  in a 2004 biog-
raphy.   

The power broker has 
ties to the Trump family in 
part through Abramovich’s 
fashion designer wife — she 
was famously photographed 
sitting on  a chair the shape 
of a bound black woman  in 
2014 — who is  friends with 
Trump’s son-in-law Jared 
Kushner  and was invited to 
Trump’s inauguration as 
Ivanka Trump’s guest. 

Kushner and Abramov-
ich raised eyebrows when 
 they both happened to va-
cation in Colorado the same 
week , just after Kushner 

agreed to meet with the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee 
to discuss Trump campaign 
links to Russia. There is no 
evidence that the pair met. 

But it’s worth noting 
that the Russian industrial-
ist stands to profi t from the 
construction of the contro-
versial Keystone XL pipe-
line — which, even though 
the president pledged to use 
American steel, will draw 
on metal in Canada stock-
piled by a company  in which 

Abramovich owns a signifi -
cant stake .  

When Abramovich fi rst 
struck it big with his pal 
Shvidler the Le Grand Bleu 
was reportedly a thank you, 
recognizing his hard work 
at the investment company 
they run together. Shvidler 
is known as a ruthless ne-
gotiator and the  Daily Mail 
calls him “the ‘bad cop’ to 
Roman’s ‘good cop.’ ” 

At 371-feet the sprawl-
ing vessel is roughly the 

length of a football fi eld 
and comes complete with 
a 65-person crew, helicop-
ter, aquarium, and speed-
boat. The ship sailed from 
Florida on April 13 and on 
April 16 cast anchor in Gra-
vesend Bay, where it has re-
mained since, according to 
data from Marine Traffi c, 
a global ship tracking ser-
vice. 

Shvidler and Abramov-
ich could not be reached for 
comment.

YACHT-KOF SMIRNOFF: This 371-foot yacht owned by a Russian billionaire, whose best friend and 
business partner is a confi dant to Russian President Vladimir Putin, has been anchored in Gravesend 
Bay for more than a month — and comes complete with a 65-person crew, helicopter, aquarium, and 
speedboat. Community News Group / Matthew John

RED SEE!
Russian billionaire with ties to Vladimir Putin 

anchors his mega-yacht in Gravesend Bay 
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Christine Persaud - Offering Home Care Training & Services Since 1992

 TEL: 718-843-8449 - 917-592-8686

All programs are approved by New York State Education Dept

CHRISTINE PERSAUD
Director / CEO

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Placement Available In:

FREE HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Nurses  

Aide Training
$699
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OPHTHALMIC SURGERY

Simple Procedure Improves 
Dry Eyes & Sagging Eyelids
Exclusive interview with Dr. Golio, Director of Craniofacial Surgery

I
f you have recurring infections on your eyelashes, 
dry eyes, feeling of dirt, debris, sand, odd bodies 
or watery eyes, you are not alone. A simple proce-
dure performed under local anesthesia can help.

 Dr. Dominck I. Golio says, “A growing number of 
people fl ock annually to be examined due to these 
symptoms. There are many diffent causes for these 
problems. Age, Arthiritis, the use of certain drugs to 
lower blood pressure, meds to treat allergies, parkin-
sons & nerves may increase the chances of dry eyes 
exposing them to recurring infections & other serious 
conditions.”
 Not everyone can reduce or stop using meds or 
drops of artifi cial tears and antibiotics are not enough 
for many. Dr. Golio explains, “A test that all patients 
with these symptoms should take in front a mirror, 
lower the lower eyelid with the index fi nger and hold 
it in this position for fi ve seconds. It is important not 
to blink for this test. Typically, the lid returns to its 
normal position in a second. We often see patients 
with such sagging eyelids that after taking this test 
their eyelids do not return to their position within 7 to 
10 seconds.”
 A simple procedure that does not require hospital-
ization, removes a small amount of skin from the edge 
of the eyelid restoring the position thereof. “It’s like 

pulling the rope of a hammock that has withered with 
time,” says Dr. Golio.
 If this situation is not corrected, eyes that are 
exposed outdoors for longer periods of time may 
have increased symptoms and incidences of infec-
tions. Flabby eyelids occasionally veer inward and the 
lashes touching the eye causing even more irritation.
 This procedure that corrects a sagging lower lid is 
done under local anesthesia by removing excess skin, 
aligning the eyelid to the outer eye while removing 
excess fat by pulling the eyelid down. There is no pain 
or patches needed, you return home the same day 
and the stitches fall out on their own within one or two 
weeks.
 The same day of the surgery you can watch televi-
sion, read a book, warm up your own food as well as 
wash your face permitting the stitches to get wet. 
 In short, you will be able to fend for self the same 
day of procedure.
 Private insurances and Medicare will cover the 
procedure when it’s done to correct the excess fl ab, 
symptoms of tearing, recurrent infections or inver-
sion of the eyelashes. This procedure should not be 
confused with under-eye bags that are considered a 
cosmetic concern and therefore is not covered by any 
insurance.

935 Park Ave NY, NY 10028
212-628-8880

2460 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

212-628-8880

Specialist in Diagnosis 
& Treatment of:

Sagging Upper 
& Lower Eyelids

Dry Eyes
Reconstructive Surgery 

after Skin Cancer Cosmetic 
Surgery, Rhinoplasty 

(Nose Surgery)
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BY LAUREN GILL
The city will install a bike 
lane on Classon Avenue 
between Clinton Hill and 
Crown Heights where a bi-
cyclist was killed last year, 
heeding the call of the more 
then  5,600 petitioners  who 
demanded the safety mea-
sure after the tragic death. 

 A driver ran over and 
killed Crown Heights resi-
dent Lauren Davis  as she 
pedaled down the street last 
year and her sister led a  cam-
paign  for a bike lane shortly 
after. And the new peddler’s 
highway is a bittersweet 
fi rst step in protecting other 
riders who use the stretch, 
she said. 

“My initial response was 
crying, I just couldn’t be-
lieve it’s actually going to 
happen,” said Danielle Da-
vis, who launched the pe-
tition in August. “I feel in-
credibly happy just to know 
that having a bike lane on 
Classon could help other 

families not have to endure 
the same loss, I would never 
want someone to have to go 
through what we have to go 
through.”

The Department of Trans-
portation sent letters to Com-
munity Boards 2 and 3 in 
March telling them it is in-
stalling dedicated bike lanes 
on stretches of the one-way 
street that now have wide 
parking lanes from Presi-
dent to Union streets, Ster-
ling Place to Dean Street, 
and Madison Street to Myr-
tle Avenue. Sharrows — 
markings designed to alert 
drivers to cyclists — will 
be painted on the two-lane 
spans for the remaining 11 of 
the street’s 28 blocks.

No parking spaces will 
be lost as a result of the 
changes, according to an 
agency spokeswoman. 

The new lane won’t make 
much of a difference to driv-
ers, but will help improve 
the safety of pedal pushers 

traveling down the street, 
according to the letter. 

“The upgraded design 
will have little impact on 
drivers while helping max-
imize the visibility and 
right of way for cyclists,” it 
said. 

Local community boards 
usually make a recommen-
dation on plans for new bike 
lanes, but this proposal will 
not go before Community 
Board 2 because it had al-
ready voted to endorse the 
space for riders in 2012. The 
Clexy Block Association — 
which covers Classon, Lex-
ington, and Quincy avenues 
— had asked for traffi c calm-
ing and a bike lane at the 
time, according to the advi-
sory panel’s district man-
ager, who said it won’t be vot-
ing again because it took its 
stance back then. 

“We have no plans to do 
that because the community 
board has already taken a 
position,” said Rob Perris. 

The full board voted to 
recommend the addition of 
a bike lane by a tally of 28–3 
at its January 2012 meeting, 
he said.

Classon Avenue marks 
the border between Com-
munity Boards 2 and 3, but 
the bike lane would techni-
cally be on the Community 
Board 2 side of the street, ac-
cording to Perris. Commu-
nity Board 3 has not ruled 
out bringing up the matter 
for input and is still decid-
ing whether it will hold a 
vote, said district manager 
Henry Butler. 

Community boards are 
only advisory, however, and 
the Department of Trans-
portation has the author-
ity to make changes to the 
streets without fi rst consult-
ing locals. 

The city withdrew its 
last proposal to build a bike 
lane  in Clinton Hill after lo-
cals  railed against the plan 
to install one on Clinton Av-

enue  at several heated public 
meetings. 

But thousands of people 
have already made their 
voices heard by signing the 
petition in support of the cy-
cling space, said one bike ac-
tivist. 

“I’d say it’s a misconcep-

tion to say the DOT is doing 
this without input. There 
are 5,600 other people who 
are asking for improved 
safety on Classon Avenue,” 
said Luke Ohlson, who is the 
Brooklyn director for safe 
street advocacy group Trans-
portation Alternatives. 

Classon bike lane is coming 

THUMBS UP: Clinton Hill resident Anne Hoffman can’t wait for the 
new Classon Avenue bike lane.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Woman’s death and petition get action on the dangerous roadway

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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O’NEILL’S MASPETH
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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pup to the park everyday. 
“That’s a good idea, because 
there’s none here.”

Until recently,  the space 
hosted temporary bocce 
courts  while new ones were 
under construction.  But 
with  the brand-new courts 
now open , local dog owners 
say the city should throw 
them a bone.

 More than 600 humans  
signed a  petition  last Oc-
tober asking the Parks De-
partment to create a dog 
run in the park, and now 
that the $5.45 million over-
haul of the green space is 
complete, it seems like a 
great opportunity to build 
one where the temporary 
bocce courts had been, said 
one Marine Parker, who 
wants her dog to be able to 
ruff around with friends. 

“I don’t let him run in 
here, but it’d be nice that 
they could play in here,” 
said Lina, who declined 
to give her last name. “It’s 
good for them to socialize 
with other dogs.” 

But some dog owners 
worry that the space — just 
off the Fillmore Avenue en-
trance — is too close to the 
street, and some rambunc-
tious little pup could run off 

into the road and get killed, 
said Marine Parker Diana 
Baerga, who would love to 
see a run somewhere more 
secluded. 

“I don’t think that dog 
owners here are going to 
be as careful as they should 
right next to the curb,” 
she said. “I think it’s good 
for the dogs, but not here, 
maybe somewhere else.”

The Parks Department 
is currently re-seeding the 
grass and has no plans for 
the empty space as yet, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman. 
But if dog owners are se-
rious about creating one, 
they will need an organized 
group that will maintain it 
and enforce rules, support 
from the community and 
Community Board 18, and 
an agreed-upon site, said 

the spokeswoman. 
And creating a dog run 

also requires some green, 
which the local Council 
member said he does not 
have now, but could try to 
provide in the future if the 
local community groups all 
agree upon a site, he said. 

“I don’t have a dog in 
that hunt — there are two 
opposing forces, people 
who like the idea that they 
can unleash their dogs 
before 9 in the morning 
and, of course, people who 
would like a dog run,” said 
Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D–Marine Park). “I’ll take 
advice from the Marine 
Park Civic Association, if 
they can come to an agree-
ment as to what they would 
appreciate, and the Marine 
Park Alliance.”

Borough President Adams 
to purchase the barn , then 
hire a contractor who’ll of-
fer guided horseback tours 
of Prospect Park.

Walker Blankenship, 
who plans to bid to continue 
operating the stables after 
it is acquired by the city, 
giving his family a chance 
to profi t from the sale of the 
business and land, hasn’t 
accepted that offer yet.

The contract will likely 
require it new operator in-
vest money in the barn, 
 which is in dire need of ren-
ovations according to the 
results of a 2013 engineer-
ing study , and city negotia-
tors have refused to divulge 
exactly how much bid win-
ners will be required to 
pay, Blankenship said.

“If I’m going to fi x some-
thing, I need money for 
that. If I want to move the 
horses, I need money for 
that,” said Blankenship. 

“The city has this list of 
things they want, I need 
money to do it, and they 
won’t discuss any details.”

This is the second time 
the Blankenship’s Caton 
Place barn headed to the 
auction block since Walker 
Blankenship’s father fell 
behind on tax payments, 
forcing his widow to hawk 
her barn to pay the debts, 
according to the stables’ 
manager.

The last auction was 

scheduled for February 
but was aborted when a 
dark-horse buyer swooped 
in and offered to purchase 
the property, promising to 
build a new stable as part 
of a mixed-use residential 
development similar to the 
 luxury Mercedes House in 
Manhattan , which became 
home to steeds serving in 
the police department’s 
mounted unit in 2011.

But that deal never hap-
pened.

Well-heeled developers 
with hopes of turning the 
Windsor Terrace property 
into luxury condos may 
steer clear of the auction 
thanks to the area’s indus-
trial zone, which prohib-
its houseing. And Council-
man Brad Lander [D–Park 
Slope] has already kicked 
up a fuss over the pros-
pect of losing Greater Park 
Slope’s only public horse 
riding facility, vowing to 
oppose any changes to the 
property’s zoning unless 
developers promised to 
keep the stables. 

Continued from page 1 

STABLES

Continued from page 1 

DOG RUN

HORSE SENSE: The horses at 
Kensington Stables are looking 
worried about their future.  
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

PLAYING AROUND: Marine Parker Felipe Acevedo and his dog Dia-
blo would rather keep off-leash access to the whole park than be 
cooped up in a tiny fenced-in dog run, but other dog owners want 
one. File photo by Julianne Cuba 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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